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HIGHLIGHTS
-= Myanmar Statement to UN on Human
Rights [MYANMAR DELEGATIONS]
-— Secretary-1 on Cultural Policy [CULTURAL]
-- Myanmar Joins Ozone Pact [DIPLOMATIC]

POLITICAL CRISIS

Slogans
Recurrent Slogans: See January 1993 issue; notably, the bottom
of each front page continues to bear the slogan: Emergence of the
State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
Variable Slogans: Since August 1991, each issue has included a
changing religious slogan at the top of each front page:



Dec. 1-2: Brahmacariyanca, chastity; this is the way to
auspiciousness.

Dec. 3-15: Ariyasaccana dassanam, to discern the noble truths;
this is the way to auspiciousness.

Dec. 16-31: Nibbanasacchikiriya ca, to realize the Nibbana;
this is the way to auspiciousness.

Cartoons

[There were a number of cartoons this month, but with Burmese
legends. In addition, Burmese-language cartoons on safe driving
continued.]

Political Articles

Following the pattern begun in October 1988, many issues
contain lengthy feature articles, translated from Burmese, designed
to bolster government views and policies. Editorials sometimes touch
on similar themes. We note them briefly, with excerpts of typical or
particularly significant portion:

Dec. 3: A golden opportunity, by Yebaw Thit Maung. ["The
principal reason for Myanmar's lack of progress and development
is...internal strife.... Beginning 1989, some armed groups...returned

to the legal fold one after another. National armed groups from
Kokang and Wa Areas, overthrew the Burma Communist Party and joined
hands with the Tatmadaw.... As of today, nine armed groups of
national peoples have returned to the legal fold and have been
engaged in developing border regions. The KIA, bearing arms outside
of the law for over thirty years is now getting ready to return to
the legal fold. Darkness has vanished from Kachin State and rays of
peace have appeared instead.... Armed groups in the jungles really
are desirous of their people's and their land's welfare as they say
so, they should not miss this golden opportunity. They need only to
come without any worry when they are now being welcomed with bouquets
of peace."]

Dec. 4: Most Providential Time, by Warazein. [Dialogue between
Thet Lai and Shwe Thway. "We now have up to ten groups, including U
Brang Seng's group, from among our brethren in the jungles, who had
trust in the Tatmadaw's invitations and come to have discussions and
are now serving the Union.... The first group is called Myanmar
Nationalities Democratic Alliance Tatmadaw. And that is the Kokang
Group. No 2 Group is the 'Myanmar National Solidarity Party". That is
the break-away Wa Group. The No 3 Group is 'The Union of Myanmar
Democratic Alliance, Eastern Shan State". The No 4 Group 1is the Group
known as the KDA or the Kachin Nationals Progress and Development
Party. No 6 Group [sic] is the Group known as PNO or the Pa-oh
National Organization.... The No 7 Group is known as the NDA or the
New Democracy Army. The No 8 Group is known as the PSLA or the
Palaung State Liberation Army.... The No 9 Group is called the KNG or
the Kayan National Guards. So the No 10 group is the KIO or the
Kachin Independence Organization.... Did we not read in the
newspapers and see on TV that the [SLORC] Secretary-1 Lt-Gen. Khin
Nyunt...on 1 October 1993, cordially met with a KIO General Staff
group led by U Zaw Mai in Myitkyina?..."]

Dec. 6: If development and progress of our land, our peoples
and our Union is desired, by Myo Chit Thu. [Then armed groups still
in the jungle should return to the legal fold.]

Dec. 7: The blazing trail, by Ko Kyi (Pyin Oo Lwin). [Student
boycott of Dec. 7, 1920, recalled.]

Dec. 8: Strive to achieve National Day objectives, by Hla Tun
(Twantay) . ["Neocolonialism is ever on the alert to interfere in
Myanmars' internal affairs whenever opportunity occurs. The mass of
the people should therefore be constantly vigilant."]

Dec. 8: Lest we forget, by Min Kyaw Min. ["Beginning with the
East India Company, a cover with which colonial rule was established,
there was the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company, Bullock Brothers,
Ellerman's Arracan Rice and Trading Company, Burmah 0il Company,
Mawchi Mines and others which exploited and fleeced us. The first



echelon executives in those establishments were from the nation which
overran us, the second echelon from a neighbouring country which they
had overrun, and, the third, or a paltry few among the chosen few
were local nationals who had been trained to serve the colonial
bureaucracy.... {Colonial} education...was not to the benefit of the
vanquished, but of the victor. It was all very cleverly designed. Our
ancestors, who were aware of what was being done, shunned it, calling
it 'slave education'. The standard of literacy in those days, by
Myanmar standards, was that accomplished by the monastic education,
the education of the royalty, the education that was our own.... Let
us reaffirm our resolve to combat any and all attempts to divide this
nation and see that we win, as we did always when we stood united."]

Dec. 20: Editorial: For regional harmony. [Today, we, as well
as our neighbours immediate and distant, strive to maintain regional
harmony. There are external forces who would benefit from disunity
trying to sow discord, but the more they try, the greater the
cohesion within nations and in the region because all of us are aware
of the dire consequences. Peaceful co-existence, either in accord
with the Five Principles agreed to in Bandung, or under any other
formula, is sacred to us. To achieve that, each and every nation must
contribute toward it. We do our best. Non-interference in the
internal affairs is considered as much a sin as blasphemy. Each
nation around here has done the best to prevent such acts as might be
construed as interference. This way, faith and trust in each other is
also further strengthened.... We are achieving much, regardless of
the various wedges that are being driven by forces which cannot bear
to see unity and harmony within the region...."]

Dec. 31: Another outright fabrication, by Nay Wun Thi. [An
article in the Nov. 28 London Sunday Telegraph, headlined "Burma road
to the latest shameless animal trade," [photocopy of article
published in NLM] shows two pictures of animal trophies (elephant
tusks, tiger skin, pangolin skin) being sold in Tachilek. The article
reads, in part: "These pictures show how an astonishing open market
in some of the world's rare and endangered animals has sprung up in
just a few months. Barely yards across a narrow bridge from Thailand,
Western tourists can enter Burma and buy tiger skins, elephant ivory
tusks an bears' gall-bladders, among an assortment of wildlife
products in which international trade is illegal.... Tom Redford, who
works for several Thai animal welfare and conservation charities,
visited the area earlier this year. 'The thing that most astonished
me was how quickly things had grown,' he said. 'Before there were two
or three stalls selling. Now there are 18. I was amazed at the sheer
quantity of wildlife products that were on sale, and at the lack of
concern that the traders showed while I was photographing their
stalls. They told me anything I wanted could be delivered to my hotel
in Thailand.' Observers fear the Mai sai market will open up a new
trade for those dealers and smugglers who trade with China, South
Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong and other Asian countries where animals are
still prized for their medicinal or ornamental value. Burma, they
fear, could become an important conduit for animals killed--or, in
the case of young tigers and monkeys, captured alive for the pet

trade--across South East Asia....'" The worst thing about this
article, says Nay Wun Tin, "is in the title of the news item. It
reflects the malevolence of the author and of The Sunday Telegraph
directed on Myanmar." In fact, "we adore and preserve nature as a
heritage of our forefathers.... The author has also been to
Tachilek.... Downtown and suburbs alike did I roam, but there never

was a shop resembling the ones mentioned in the news item. It is
rather difficult for me to believe that the photographs printed were
really taken near Tachilek."]

Returnees from Bangladesh

[Articles reporting the return of refugees from Bangladesh list
the cumulative total since Sept. 22, 1992. Not all returns are
mentioned in NLM. ]

Dec. 1: 464 persons from 103 households arrived back from



Bangladesh on Nov. 29, under the Myanmar-Bangladesh agreement,
bringing the total since Sept. 22, 1992 to 50,455 (NLM 12/2)

Dec. 3: 594 persons from 136 households returned to
Kanyinchaung camp on Dec. 1, bringing the total to 51,049. (NLM 12/4)

Dec. 6: 173 persons from 39 households returned to Kanyinchaung
camp on Dec. 6, and 125 persons from 35 households on Dec. 4,
bringing the total to 51,347. (NLM 12/7)

Dec. 12: 146 persons from 36 households returned to
Kanyinchaung camp on Dec. 11, bringing the total to 51,493. (NLM
12/13)

Dec. 14: 133 persons from 36 households returned to
Kanyinchaung camp on Dec. 13, bringing the total to 51,628. (NLM
12/15)

Dec. 20: 165 persons from 36 households returned to
Kanyinchaung camp on Dec. 18, bringing the total to 51,791. (NLM
12/21)

Dec. 24: 57 persons from 10 households returned to Kanyinchaung
camp on Dec. 23, bringing the total to 51,848. (NLM 12/25)

Union Solidarity & Devel. Ass. (USDA)

[Throughout the month there were almost daily reports of the
activities of Union Solidarity and Development Associations (USDA) at
the local, township, district, and state/division levels, including
establishment of new branches, erection of signboards, etc.]

Dec. 9: As of November 25, State/Division Union Solidarity and
Development Associations have been formed in Kachin, Kayah, Kayin,
Chin, Mon, and Rakhine States, and in Sagaing, Tanintharyi, Bago,
Magway, Mandalay, Yangon, and Ayeyarwady Divisions, and Shan State
(North), (South), and (East) [i.e., all 14 States & Divisions]. 55
district and 303 township Associations have also been formed around
the country. USDAs are also being formed at Ward and village level.
(NLM 12/10)

Dec. 12: Speaking to the Panel of Patrons of the Union
Solidarity and Development Association, Yangon Commander Lt-Gen. Myo
Nyunt "clarified points on the USDA at the City Hall."

"He elaborated that the first basic principle is the one
concerning national affairs in which the USDA is to accept Our Three
Main National Causes as a national duty as handed down by history and
to strive, with unity, for it.

"The second basic principle, he said, is the one concerning
national races. He said lasting unity of national races will be
ensured if there is mutual respect, flourishing of customs, cultural
traditions, literature and arts as well as economic development among
them. Efforts should be made towards that end, he said.

"The third is religious affairs in which the USDA will enable
all the people to practise the religions of their choice, he noted.

"The fourth principle, he further clarified, is social affairs.
The association will sponsor or take part in welfare, security, peace
and tranquillity, unity, education and health activities among the
public, he added.

"He explained that financial affairs is the fifth basic
principle. He said funds of the association will be raised and
expended through collective efforts of the members....

"Next, Lt-Gen Myo Nyunt clarified the fourth aim of the USDA--
promotion and vitalization of national pride. He said this aim is
very important. He said the Myanmar people, during their time, should
not allow loss of independence which was regained from the aliens
with much sacrifice. He said EC members of the USDAs are to repulse
alien cultures and inclinations to rely on foreigners by having the
people imbued with patriotism.

"He said unity is the backbone for lasting existence of the
USDA and two methods should be applied to achieve this. The first
method, he said, is to carry out organization in conformity with the
form and content of the objectives. The second method, he said, is to
step up activities of the association through constant contacts at
wards and villages in order to increase the number of volunteers. He



noted that four outlooks namely, political, military, administrative
and economic, should be applied to realize the aims of the
association. Never losing sight of the machinations of the
colonialists, efforts should be made for the emergence of defenders
and builders of the State, he said. Joining hands with the Tatmadaw
all are to expose the minions of the colonialists, he added...." (NLM
12/13

Meetings with National Race Leaders
Dec. 1: North-East Commander Maj-Gen. Aye Kyaw met Nov. 27 with
Wa national leader U Pau Yu Chan from Special Region 2. (NLM 12/2)
Dec. 8: SLORC Secretary-1 Lt-Gen. Khin Nyunt met with Leader U
Sai Nawnt and members of the national races of Shan State (North)
Special Region 3. (NLM 12/9)

Special Refresher Courses

Dec. 7: Special Refresher Course No. 5 for Senior and Junior
Assistant Teachers began at the Central Institute of Public Service,
Hlegu, was addressed by SLORC Secretary-1 Lt-Gen. Khin Nyunt. "He
said that subjects of the course will enable them to come to discern
the invented stories and falsehood designed to cause disintegration
of the Union of Myanmar, to realize the endeavours made with goodwill
by the government and to share the knowledge with their pupils and
the people." He said, inter alia, that "At basic education level,
[the colonialists] suppressed monastic education system which had
originated since the time of Myanmar kings. He elaborated on
subjects, arts and crafts being taught at monastic schools in the
past. In serfdom, the colonialists smothered the masculine spirit and
pride and patriotism finally putting an end to the monastic
education, he said. Instead, he added, they introduced an education
system that would turn out clerks and retinue who would serve in
colonial administration. When they had to open a university they
planned to introduce a University Act to open one which would be
accessible to a minority.... Neo-colonialist countries which wish to
interfere in Myanmar's affairs, are providing assistance to so-called
Myanmar citizens of within and without to use them as their minions
in belittling Myanmar's efforts and in destroying national unity...."
(NLM 12/8)

Dec. 24: The four-week Special Refresher Course No. 2 for
People's Police Force Officers concluded, and was addressed by
Minister for Home Affairs Lt-Gen. Mya Thin. The course was attended
by 6 police colonels, 17 police lieutenant-colonels, 31 police
majors, and 195 police captains, totalling 249. (NLM 12/25)

Literary & Photo Competition

Dec. 8: Speaking at the Fourth Literary and Photo Competition
sponsored by the [SLORC] National Mottos Compiling Leading Committee,
SLORC Secretary-1 Lt-Gen. Khin Nyunt reviewed the 1920 Student

Boycott [commemorated by National Day] said, inter alia: "In order to
prolong their rule...the colonialists applied the administrative
system of divide and rule over national races .... Economically, they

purchased paddy at extremely low prices to worsen the very poor
condition of Myanmar farmers, brought in chettyars from India
enabling them to take hold of the land unless the borrowers repaid.
There have been clear evidence in history such evil schemes were
applied to suppress the economy of Myanmar peoples ...." (NLM 12/8)

NATIONAL CONVENTION

Preparations

Dec. 15: The National Convention Management Committee and sub-
committees met, under Chairman Brig-Gen. Tin Aye, who said the
National Convention is to resume Jan. 18, and called for good
management. "He pointed out that as all are aware destructionists are
out to weaken and jeopardize the National Convention. Mindful of
their presence, all appropriate measures are to be taken to ensure



that the National Convention can be convened undisturbed, he said."
(NLM 12/16)

DIPLOMATIC

Diplomatic Calls

The following calls were paid on Burmese officials by foreign
Embassy or UN officials accredited to Burma.

Nov. 30: Australian Ambassador Stuart Hamilton Rawdon Hume
called on Minister for Health Vice-Adm. Than Nyunt. (NLM 12/1)

Dec. 3: Yugoslav Ambassador Dr. Svetozar Jovicevic called on
Minister for Rail Transportation U Win Sein. (NLM 12/4)

Dec. 6: The Yugoslav Ambassador, "who has completed his tour of
duty here," called on Deputy Prime Minister Vice-Adm. Maung Maung
Khin. (NLM 12/7)

Dec. 7: The Defence Adviser of the Malaysian Embassy in Yangon,
Lt-Col. Samah Bin Md Said, "who has ended his tour of duty," called
on Deputy Commander-in-Chief of the Defence Services and Commander-—
in-Chief (Army) Lt-Gen. Maung Aye to present his successor, Lt-Col.
Shahrir Bin Hashim. French Ambassador Alain Briottet called on Deputy
Minister for Culture U Soe Nyunt. Australian Ambassador Stuart
Hamilton Rawdon Hume called on Election Commission Chairman U Ba
Htay. British Ambassador Julian D.N. Hartland-Swann called on
Minister for Rail Transportation U Win Sein. (NLM 12/8)

Dec. 9: Yugoslav Ambassador Dr. Svetozar Jovicevic called on
Minister for Energy U Khin Maung Thein. Nepalese Ambassador Dr.
Thakkan Mallik called on Minister for Construction U Khin Maung Yin.
(NLM 12/10)

Dec. 13: The Yugoslav Ambassador called on Minister for
National Planning and Economic Development Brig-Gen. Abel. Australian
Ambassador Stuart Hamilton Rawdon Hume called on Minister for Prime
Minister's Office Brig-Gen. Lun Maung. (NLM 12/14)

Dec. 16: The Yugoslav Ambassador was received by SLORC Chairman
Senior General Than Shwe. Australian Ambassador Stuart Hamilton
Rawdon Hume called on Attorney-General U Tha Tun. (NLM 12/17)

Dec. 23: Russian Ambassador Valeri Vartanovich Nazarov called
on Minister for Home Affairs Lt-Gen. Mya Thin to discuss bilateral
cooperation on drug matters. WHO Resident Representative Dr. Klaus
Wagner called on Deputy Minister for Health Col. Than Zin to discuss
implementation of health projects that will total over US$7 million
over two years. (NLM 12/24)

Dec. 24: Bangladeshi Ambassador Brig. Chowdhury Khalequzzaman
(Retd) called on Minister for Industry 1 Lt-Gen. Sein Aung.

Dec. 28: The Bangladeshi Ambassador called on Deputy Prime
Minister Vice-Adm. Maung Maung Khin, on Deputy Prime Minister Lt-Gen.
Tin Tun, on Minister for Home Affairs Lt-Gen. Mya Thin, and on
Minister for Education Col. Pe Thein. (NLM 12/29)

Dec. 29: The Bangladeshi Ambassador called on Minister for
Prime Minister's Office Brig-Gen. Lun Maung. and on Minister for
Construction U Khin Maung Yin. (NLM 12/30)

Dec. 30: The Bangladeshi Ambassador called on Minister for
Forestry Lt-Gen. Chit Swe. (NLM 12/31)

New Ambassadors to Myanmar

Dec. 17: Brig. Chowdhury Khalequzzaman (Retd) presented
credentials to SLORC Chairman Senior General Than Shwe as new
Bangladeshi Ambassador to Myanmar. (NLM 12/18)

Dec. 29: Mr. Mordechay Karni presented credentials to SLORC
Chairman Senior General Than Shwe as new Israeli Ambassador to
Myanmar. (NLM 12/30)

Myanmar Joins Ozone Pact

Dec. 29: The Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued the following
Press Release [full text]:

The Government of the Union of Myanmar has become a party to
the following Convention and Protocol by accession and acceptance on



24 November 1993:

--Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer,
concluded in Vienna on 22 March 1985;

--Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer,
concluded at Montreal on 16 September 1987;

--Amendment to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete
the Ozone Layer, adopted at the Second Meeting of the Parties at
London on 29 June 1990.

The Vienna Convention provides a framework containing an
agreement in principle to cooperate in protection of the ozone layer,
and the Montreal Protocol specifies actions to phase out the ozone-
depleting substances such as Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) by the end of
the century. As a party to the Protocol, Myanmar would be spared from
the trade restrictions imposed by the Protocol and would be allowed
to import controlled substances within a ten-year grace-period for
limited domestic use for refrigeration and air conditioning.
Additionally, the Protocol would provide Myanmar access to ozone-
friendly technologies and financial assistance to effect the
necessary adjustments. Furthermore, Myanmar's accession to these
important instruments underscores the commitment and responsibility
in the protection of global environment.

Since the establishment of the National Commission for
Environmental Affairs in February 1990, the Union of Myanmar has
signed the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and
the Convention on Biological Diversity in June 1992.

(NLM 12/30)

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

Workshops

Dec. 3: A Symposium on Malaria and Dengue Vector Control was
held at the Kandawgyi Hotel under the joint sponsorship of the
Ministry of Health and Zeneca Public Health, United Kingdom. (NLM
12/4)

Dec. 13: A Seminar on Strengthening of Manpower Planning in
Myanmar, co-sponsored by the Ministry of Labour, UNDP, and ILO-ARTEP,
opened. Speeches were given by Minister for Labour Lt-Gen. Aye Thoung
[text printed in NLM] and by Mr. John Cameron of ILO-ARTEP. (NLM
12/14)

Dec. 28: A 3-day Workshop on Environmental Natural Resources
and Statistics, sponsored by the National Commission for
Environmental Affairs, opened. Officials of the Ministry of
Environment of Indonesia, and Adviser Prof. Dr. Martinus Suparmoko of
the UN Environment Programme led the discussions. (NLM 12/29)

Foreign Donations

Dec. 2: Mr. Ishak Ismail of Idris Hydraulic (Malaysia) Bhd
donated US$50,000 to the Forest Research Institute. (NLM 12/3)

Dec. 6: Myanma Winner Garment Co. and Winner Co. (Garment) Ltd.
donated eye-test equipment worth US$13,415 to the No. 2 Military
Hospital. \\ A team led by Dr. Koichi Nagata of the World Peace
Prayers Society, on behalf of the Association of Medical Doctors for
Asia, donated medical supplies worth US$2,000 to the Infectious
Diseases Hospital. (NLM 12/7)

Dec. 16: President Mr. Masayuki Matsumuro of the Asian
Industrial & Technical Development Association presented US$500 for
the first Mandalay Marathon. (NLM 12/ 17)

Dec. 21: Chairman Mr. Li Hoke Shao of Golden Glory Co. of
Singapore presented 50 Toshiba colour TV sets worth K1,810,000 for
the Mandalay Marathon; total donations are over K7 million including
US$500. (NLM 12/ 22)

Dec. 29: Yin Hua Co. Ltd. and Minami Co. Ltd. of Japan donated
two Tico mini-saloons for Marathon winners. Unnamed donor gave four
Suzuki Crystal motorcycles, worth K180,000 each, as prizes. (NLM
12/30)



Strategic Studies Institute

Dec. 16: Roundtable discussions was organized by the Myanmar
Institute for Strategic and International Studies (MISIS) on Economic
Co-operation and Security Issues in Asia-Pacific Region, and on the
organization and activities of the Shanghai Institute of
International Studies. Participants included the Chairman of MISIS,
Minister for Foreign Affairs U Ohn Gyaw, members, academics, and
President Prof. Chen Peiyao of the Shanghai Institute of
International Studies and Deputy Director Mr. Zhao Gancheng. MISIS
was established in 1992 under the aegis of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs "with the aim of studying international developments,
concepts and thoughts." It includes representatives from the
Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Defence, the Attorney-General's office
and private individuals. (NLM 12/17)

Aviation Meeting

Dec. 21: An informal ATS/COM Coordination Meeting arranged by
the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) was held at the
Civil Aviation Training Institute at Yangon International Airport,
with speeches by Director-General U Tin Ohn of the Department of
Civil Aviation and Representative Mr. K.P. Rimal of ICAO. Delegates
were present from Bangladesh, China, Malaysia, Thailand, Myanmar, and
ICAO. "Air traffic control and communications for smooth and secure
international air transportation within the air spaces of Myanmar and
her neighbouring countries were discussed." The meeting will last
until Dec. 23. (NLM 12/22)

FOREIGN VISITORS

International Agency Visitors

Dec. 2: UNFPA Country Director for Myanmar, Thailand, Laos,
Cambodia and Hong Kong Mr. K Bal Gopal called on Minister for
National Planning and Economic Development Brig-Gen. Abel to discuss
UNFPA programmes. (NLM 12/3)

Dec. 2: Director William F. Beacher of the United Nations
International Drug Control Programme (UNDCP), UNDCP Research Officer
Mr. Gale Day, Mr. Liu Deren of the Chinese National Narcotic Control
Committee, and Secretary-General Police Gen. Chavalit Yodmani of the
Thai Narcotic Drug Control Committee, attending the third
coordination meeting on regional cooperation in narcotic drug abuse
control work, called on Chairman of the Myanmar Central Committee for
Drug Abuse Control Minister for Home Affairs Lt-Gen. Mya Thin. (NLM
12/3) // Dec. 3: The Thai, Chinese, and UNDCP delegations left. (NLM
12/4)

Dec. 7: Human Resources Development Expert Dr. Lionel
Siriwardene and Trade and Investment Sector Consultant Dr. Peter
Brimble of the Asian Development Bank, in Myanmar under the Sub-
regional Economic Cooperation Project, called on Minister for
Education Col. Pe Thein. (NLM 12/8)

Dec. 14: A United Nations multi-agency policy team on water
supply and sanitation, headed by Manager Dr. Dennis Wanner of
Community Water Supply, WHO, met with Minister for National Planning
and Economic Development Brig-Gen. Abel. (NLM 12/15) // Dec. 16: the
team called on Minister for Finance and Revenue Brig-Gen. Win Tin.
(NLM 12/17)

Dec. 30: A delegation led by Mrs. Emiko Murai, from UNESCO and
Japan, "currently here to coordinate drawing of Bagan region
project," called on Minister for Culture Lt-Gen. Aung Ye Kyaw. (NLM
12/31)

Cultural and Medical Visitors

Dec. 1: A five-member Chinese writers delegation arrived,
headed by famous novelist Mr. Jiang Zilong, member of the Panel of
Patrons of the Writers Union and Chairman of the Tianjin Writers
Union. He is accompanied by Mr. Wang Hongpu, Mr. Wang Yun, and Ms.
Wang Fu, with Ms. Wang Xiaolan as interpreter. The delegation called



on Minister for Information Brig-Gen. Myo Thant, and a dinner was
hosted by Managing Director U Aung Naing of the Printing and
Publishing Enterprise. (NLM 12/2) // Dec. 2: The delegation visited
sites in Yangon. (NLM 12/3) // Dec. 12: Between Dec. 3-10 the writers
visited Bagan-Nyaung-U, Mandalay, Taunggyi, and Innlay Lake. On their
return the writers were given a lunch by Deputy Minister for
Information U Thein Sein. (NLM 12/13) // Dec. 13: The writers visited
Bago, and returned to Yangon for a dinner given by Minister for
Information Brig-Gen. Myo Thant. (NLM 12/14) // Dec. 14: They
attended the presentation of the 1992 National Literary and Sarpay
Beikman Manuscript awards at the National Theatre. (NLM 12/15) //
Dec. 15: The writers departed. (NLM 12/16)

Dec. 3: A seven-member group of ophthalmologists from Singapore
National University, led by Dr. Ang Beng Chang, called on Minister
for Health Vice-Adm. Than Nyunt. They will treat patients from Dec.
4-9. (NLM 12/4) // Dec. 5: They treated patients at Yangon Eye
Hospital, where they will work until Dec. 9. (NLM 12/6)

Dec. 9: Prof. Gerald V. Stimson of the UK, in Yangon under the
UN Drug Control Programme, will lecture on International Experience
on Prevention of HIV/AIDS among IVDUs on Dec. 11. (NLM 12/10)

Dec. 14: President Mr. Richard G. Quick of the Far East Studies
Institute, and party, called on Minister for Transport Lt-Gen. Thein
Win to discuss international aviation, Myanma ports, port-calls by
cargo vessels, and freight handling. (NLM 12/15)

Dec. 17: Honorary President Prof. Alain Delouche of Medicine du
Monde, a cardiothoracic surgeon, called on Minister for Health Vice-
Adm. Than Nyunt to discuss mutual projects. Mr. Delouche and a four-
member delegation arrived Dec. 13, and will do surgical operations at
the Cardiac Unit of Yangon General Hospital. (NLM 12/18)

Dec. 22: A 4-member Japanese delegation led by Dr. Masao Ito of
the Science Council called on Minister for Education Col. Pe Thein.
(NLM 12/23)

Dec. 27: US cardiothoracic surgeon Dr. Segal called on Minister
for Health Vice-Adm. Than Nyunt to discuss the visit of specialists
from Columbia University School of Medicine in early 1994. (NLM
12/28)

Dec. 29: Curator Mr. J. Richard Blurton of the Oriental
Heritage Department of the British Museum, accompanied by British
Cultural Attache Ralph H. Isaacs, called on Director-General U Sann
Lwin of the Department for Promotion and Propagation of the Sasana
and Director-General U Arnt Maung of the Religious Affairs
Department, and discussed the Buddha images in the new section of the
British Museum and exchange of religious publications. (NLM 12/ 30)

Business Visitors

Nov. 30: Director Mr. David Lain of WS Atkins International
Ltd. (England) called on Minister for National Planning and Economic
Development Brig-Gen. Abel at the Foreign Investment Commission
Office. (NLM 12/1)

Dec. 2: Chairman Mr. Tomoo Takahara and delegation of the
Century Research Centre (CRC), Japan, called on Minister for Forestry
Lt-Gen. Chit Swe. (NLM 12/3)

Dec. 6: An Indonesian delegation led by Chairman Mr. John Tika
of Myanmar Raya Co. Ltd. called on Minister for National Planning
and Economic Development Brig-Gen. Abel to discuss investments. (NLM
12/ 7)

Dec. 9: A Malaysian delegation headed by President Dato Soong
Siew Hoong of the ASEAN Iron and Steel Industry Federation, a Member
of the Malaysian Parliament, called on Deputy Minister for Mines U
Myint Thein to discuss bilateral cooperation for development of iron
and steel enterprises. (NLM 12/10)

Dec. 13: A 1l0-member delegation led by Senior Managing Director
Mr. Chul Won Park of Samsung Corporation of Korea called on Minister
for Agriculture Lt-Gen. Myint Aung to discuss agricultural
cooperation. (NLM 12/14)

Dec. 15: Chairman Mr. Arsa Sarasin of Padang Co. of Thailand,



and representatives of Bangpu Exploration Co. of Thailand, called on
Minister for Mines Lt-Gen. Kyaw Min to discuss "exploration of lead,
zinc and minerals in the south-east and south, mining of copper and
coal...." (NLM 12/16)

Dec. 21: General Manager Mr. Kiyosi Tajima of Mitsubishi Heavy
Industries Ltd., Advisor Mr. Michihiro Takahashi of Kinsho Mataichi
Corporation, and party, called on Minister for Energy U Khin Maung
Thein to discuss turning natural gas into LNG, construction of a new
fertilizer plant, and installation of offshore natural gas pipelines.
(NLM 12/22)

Dec. 30: Manager Mr. Saranpal Singh of ATG Electronics Myanmar
Ltd. signed a contract with the Yangon City Development Committee for
the lease of Hall No. 2 on the second floor of the Theingyizay C
Complex. (NLM 12/31)

Religious Delegations

Dec. 1: A three-member Chinese Buddhist delegation arrived, led
by Mr. Dao Shuren Vice-Chairman of the All China Buddhist Association
and Chairman of the Buddhist Association of Yunnan Province. The
delegation spend 10 days visiting pagodas in Yangon, Bagan-Nyaung-U,
Mandalay, and Bago. (NLM 12/2) // Dec. 3: The delegation visited
pagodas in Yangon and Bagan-Nyaung-U. (NLM 12/4) // Dec. 5: The
delegation visited Mandalay and Sagaing. (NLM 12/6) // Dec. 8: The
delegation visited Phaungdaw-U Pagoda in Shan State. (NLM 12/9) //
Dec. 9: The delegation paid respects to Sayadaws in Yangon. (NLM
12/10) // Dec. 10: The delegation, which also includes Sayadaw
Wubingyawensa of the Chinese Buddhist Association and Vice-Chairman
Sayadaw Du Longshuang of the Yunnan Province Buddhist Association,
called on Minister for Religious Affairs Lt-Gen. Myo Nyunt. (NLM
12/11) // Dec. 11: The delegation left. (NLM 12/12)

Dec. 13: Three [Myanmar] monks led by Vice-Chief Patron Maha
Gantha Vacaka Pandita Vannita of the State Pariyatti Sasana Tekkatho
(Yangon), accompanied by a Korean Samanera, visited Bagan-Nyaung-U,
Mandalay, Sagaing, Monywa, and Taunggyi from Dec. 2-11. (NLM 12/14)

Dec. 17: Five monks from Sri Lanka arrived Dec. 14 to attend
courses at State Pariyatti Sasana Tekkatho (Yangon). There are
presently three monks from Sri Lanka, and one samanera each from
Russia and Korea. (NLM 12/18)

Foreign Journalists

Nov. 30: Mr. Yoichi Masuzoe and crew of Fuji TV, Japan, called
on SLORC Secretary-1 Lt-Gen. Khin Nyunt. (NLM 12/1)

Dec. 17: Managing Director Mr. David Hill of the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation, accompanied by Principal Liaison Executive
Mr. Peter Marton, called on Minister for Information Brig-Gen. Myo
Thant to discuss exchange of television programs and use by ABC of
Myanmar Television footage of major Myanma traditional and cultural
festivals and events. (NLM 12/18)

Thai National Security Council

Dec. 1: A delegation headed by Secretary-General Gen. Charan
Kullavanijaya of the Thai National Security Council was received by
SLORC Chairman Senior General Than Shwe. On Nov. 29-30, the
delegation toured the Myitkyina and Mandalay areas, as well as
visiting Bagan on Dec. 1. On the afternoon of Dec. 1 he visited the
Myanma Gems Enterprise and Dagon University. (NLM 12/2) // Dec. 2:
The delegation departed. (NLM 12/3)

U.S. Senators

Dec. 8: A 15-member delegation led by United States Senators
Thad Cochran, Hank Brown, and Larry Prossler [sic] arrived. A dinner
for them was hosted by Minister for Foreign Affairs U Ohn Gyaw. (NLM
12/9)

Dec. 9: The Senators were received by SLORC Secretary-1 Lt-Gen.
Khin Nyunt. They were also received by Minister for National
Planning and Economic Development Brig-Gen. Abel at the Foreign



Investment Commission Office, made a quick air tour to Bagan-Nyaung-
U, returned to Yangon, and departed. (NLM 12/10)

U.S. Congressmen

Dec. 13: A delegation of United States Congressmen led by Jack
M. Fields, Ralph M. Hall, Paul E. Gillmor, Michael G. Oxley, and
Norman F. Lent arrived at the invitation of the Foreign Ministry.
They visited the Shwedagon Pagoda, and Minister for Foreign Affairs U
Ohn Gyaw hosted a dinner for them at the People's Park Restaurant.
(NLM 12/14)

Dec. 14: The Congressional delegation called on Minister for
Communications, Posts & Telegraphs U Soe Tha, on Minister for
Forestry Lt-Gen. Chit Swe, on Minister for Livestock Breeding &
Fisheries Brig-Gen. Maung Maung, and Minister for Trade Lt-Gen. Tun
Kyi. (NLM 12/15)

Dec. 16: The delegation called on SLORC Secretary-1 Lt-Gen.
Khin Nyunt. On Dec. 14-15 they visited Bagan-Nyaung-U and Mandalay.
On the afternoon of Dec. 16 they left Myanmar. (NLM 12/17)

Myanmar Doctors From US Visit Home

Dec. 19: 23 Myanmar doctors resident in the United States, with
32 family members, arrived in Yangon for a short visit. They will
stay until Jan. 1, 1994, and study health development, visit
hospitals and Institutes of Medicine, and hold medical seminars in
Yangon and Mandalay. (NLM 12/ 20)

Dec. 20: They were hosted at dinner by Minister for Health
Vice-Adm. Than Nyunt. Also present were Minister for Development of
Border Areas and National Races Lt-Gen. Maung Thint, Minister for
Education Col. Pe Thein, Deputy Minister for Health Col. Than Zin,
and other officials from the Ministry of Health. (NLM 12/21)

Dec. 21: Dr. Soe Myint, on behalf of the doctors, presented a
Radium Applicator worth US$10,000 to the Radiotherapy Department of
Yangon General Hospital. (NLM 12/22)

Dec. 22: The doctors will give talks and discussions on Dec. 28
at the Institute of Nursing, on topics such as medicine, surgery,
paediatrics, ophthalmology, obstetrics and gynaecology, X-ray,
anesthesia, psychiatry, and pathology. "All interested doctors are
welcome."

Dec. 23: Dr. Soe Myint and his daughter donated US$2,000 to the
Children's Hospital. (NLM 12/24)

Dec. 26: The doctors visited Bagan-Nyaung-U on Dec. 21-22,
Mandalay on Dec. 22, Pyin-Oo-Lwin [Maymyo] on Dec. 23, Mandalay and
Sagaing on Dec. 24, Innlay Lake on Dec. 25, and returned to Yangon
Dec. 26. (NLM 12/27)

Dec. 28: President Dr. Kyu Kyu Swe of the Myanmar Medical
Association hosted a dinner for the doctors. (NLM 12/29)

Dec. 29: Dr. Patrick C.E. Paik of the doctors donated a
centrifuge worth US$1,000 to the Pathology Department of Yangon
General Hospital. The doctors also donated US$12,000 to the Myanmar
Maternal and Child Welfare Association, Myanmar Medical Association,
Yangon General Hospital, Mandalay People's Hospital, and Institutes
of Medicine-1 and 2. Dr. Aye Aye Cho, on behalf of the doctors,
donated US$5,000 each to Yangon General Hospital and Mandalay
People's Hospital and US$1,000 to the Myanmar Medical Association;
Dr. San Aye donated US$8,000 to the Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat
Hospital, USS$1,000 each to the Myanmar Child Welfare Association and
the Myanmar Medical Association; Dr. Min Soe donated K100,000 to
Yangon General Hospital; Dr. Thein Yu donated K30,000 to Yangon
General Hospital; Dr. Eng Eng donated K30,000 to the Myanmar Child
Welfare Association; and Dr. Eugene Taw donated K20,000 each to the
Myanmar Medical Association and the Myanmar Child Welfare
Association. In the evening a dinner was given the doctors by
Minister for Foreign Affairs U Ohn Gyaw. (NLM 12/30)

Dec. 30: A dinner for the doctors was hosted by SLORC
Secretary-1 Lt-Gen. Khin Nyunt, with SLORC Secretary-2 Lt-Gen. Tin Oo
and Yangon Mayor U Ko Lay present. The doctors visited the Shwedagon



Pagoda. (NLM 12/31)
MYANMAR DELEGATIONS

Study Delegations

Nov. 30: Assistant Manager U Zaw Win of Myanmar Insurance left
for Kuala Lumpur to attend a 3-month Course on Insurance, at the
Malaysian Insurance Institute, sponsored by UNDP. He will also get
on-job training with insurance companies in Singapore. (NLM 12/1)

Dec. 6: Assistant Research Officer U San Win and Library
Assistant Daw Sann Sann of Universities Historical Research left for
India to attend a 4-week course on Record Management under the
Colombo Plan. (NLM 12/7)

Dec. 11: Managing Director U Tin Oo of Myanma Port Authority
left for Tokyo to attend a Dec. 12-20 Workshop on Environmental
Control in Port Areas sponsored by the Overseas Coastal Area
Development Institute of Japan. (NLM 12/12)

Dec. 13: A delegation led by Deputy Director-General U Tin
Maung Oo of the Trade Department left for Thailand to attend the Sub-
regional Seminar on Market Access for Countries in Indo-China. Other
members are Assistant Director U Sein Myint, Assistant General
Manager U Kyaw Nyunt Oo of Medicine and Medical Equipment Trading,
Director Dr. San San Lwin of Karaweik Enterprise Ltd., and Managing
Director Daw San San Yi of Super One Co. Ltd. (NLM 12/14)

Dec. 13: Project Officer U Sein Myint and Curriculum Assistant
U Thein Zaw of the Basic Education Department, accompanied by
Assistant Lecturer U Than Nyunt of Insein Technical Institute, left
for Thailand to attend the UNDP-sponsored Curriculum Planning and
Development/Technical Teacher Training. (NLM 12/14)

Dec. 28: Deputy Director U Thein Han and Staff Officers U Tin
Mar and U Maung Maung Aye of the Factories and General Labour Law
Inspection Department, left to attend a Dec. 29-Feb. 12 Course on
Working Conditions and Welfare Facilities in Malaysia and the
Philippines, jointly sponsored by UNDP and ILO. Staff Officer Dr.
Mehm Than Nyunt of the same Department left for Singapore to attend a
Dec. 29-Feb. 25 Training in Field Occupational Medicine. (NLM 12/29)

Delegations to Meetings & Events

Nov. 30: Director U Than Tun of the Fisheries Department left
for India to attend the Dec. 1-4 Fifth Meeting of the Administrative
Council of Fisheries in Asia and Pacific. (NLM 12/1)

Nov. 30: Director-General U Tin Nyein of the Communications
Department left for Bali, Indonesia to attend the Dec. 1-3
Coordination Meeting on Telecommunications and the Meeting for the
Formation of the Executive Body of Communication Policies and
Strategies, sponsored by the ITU. (NLM 12/1)

Dec. 2: Director-General Lt-Col. Thein Han of the Office of the
Work Committee for the Development of Border Areas and National Races
left for Nepal to attend the 20th Meeting of Administrators of ICIMOD
in Kathmandu from Dec. 4-6. (NLM 12/3)

Dec. 17: A six-member Myanmar ozi, doh-bat delegation led by
Assistant Director U Tin Ohn of the Fine Arts Department left for
Indonesia to attend the International Drum Festival in Jakarta. (NLM
12/18) // Dec. 20: The team delegation returned. (NLM 12/21)

Human Rights Statement

Dec. 9: At the Third Committee of the UN General Assembly on
Dec. 6, Alternate Chairman of the Myanmar UNGA Delegation U Kyaw Min
delivered a statement in response to Draft Resolution A/C.3/48/L.70
on Myanmar. The Draft Resolution was subsequently approved without a
vote. "The statement of the Alternate Chairman...is presented here as
some news agencies carried the speech of the US delegate confusing it
with the draft resolution" [full text]:
Mr Chairman

I thank you for giving me this opportunity to place on record
my delegation's position on draft resolution A/C.3/48/L.70. Our



position can be stated very simply; the draft is totally unacceptable
to us. Let me explain why.

First, the draft resolution constitutes a flagrant attempt to
interfere in the internal affairs of my country in violation of the
principle set forth in Article 2(7) of the Charter of the United
Nations. Indeed it is an assault on this fundamental and time-tested
principle whose absolute inviolability and over-riding importance for
a world order of peace, freedom and justice has been recognized and
reaffirmed not only in innumerable United Nations resolutions and
declarations of principle, but also in a great number of historic,
legal and political instruments, adopted at the bilateral, regional
and global levels. Member of the Committee are fully familiar with
these instruments. I will therefore refrain from recapitulating them
today. Let me simply say that the draft, reduced to its essentials,
seeks to dictate to Myanmar how it should run its own affairs.

Second, the draft resolution, both in substance and in tenor,
runs counter to the letter and spirit of the Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights.
In particular, it completely ignores the principles reaffirmed in the
Vienna Declaration, namely, the principles of impartiality,
objectively and non-selectivity, in the promotion of all human rights
worldwide.

Third, the draft resolution deliberately places the most
negative construction possible on the historic and significant
changes now underway in my country, principally the National
Convention which my Government has convened with a view to fulfilling
the aspirations of the Myanmar people for an enduring and prosperous
democratic State.

I shall point out these serious flaws in commenting on the
various paragraphs of the draft.

Operative paragraphs 2 and 7 read together with preambular
paragraph 7. Allegations of torture, summary and arbitrary
executions, forced labour, abuse of women etc. are unsubstantiated
and emanate invariably from anti-Government sources. We categorically
reject them. It is neither the policy of the Government to repress
its own people nor to condone such violations of human rights.
Violation of human rights is against our tradition and culture. The
Government of Myanmar has provided detailed replies to these
allegations and I should like in this connection to invited
distinguished members of the Committee to refer to paragraph 26 of
document A/48/578.

As for allegations concerning "oppressive measures" directed at
ethnic and religious minorities, it bears to be repeated that the
efforts of the Myanmar Government to secure national reconciliation
through dialogue is bearing fruit. There is no oppression against any
national race or religious group in my country. The Myanmar
Government treats all national races as brethren and all religions on
an equal footing. I should again like to draw the Committee's
attention to the report submitted by Mrs Sadako Ogata who visited
Myanmar in 1990 as the Independent Expert appointed by the Chairman
of the Commission on Human Rights in which she stated categorically
that in the matter of religious tolerance Myanmar society may be
regarded as a model society.

Operative paragraphs 3 and 6 read together with preambular
paragraph 6, represent an ill-disguised attempt to dictate to Myanmar
that it should abandon its chosen path to democracy through the
mechanism of the National Convention, and instead to transfer power
to the representatives elected in the 1990 elections. As we have
explained time and again in various United Nations bodies including
this Committee the mandate of those representatives is not to form a
government but to draft a new constitution based on the broadest
possible national consensus. Through a process of free and open
deliberations and mutual accommodation at the National Convention
significant progress has been made and such a consensus is now in
sight. To turn a blind eye to this historic national undertaking and
instead to keep insisting that State power be turned over to the



representatives-elect will not serve the cause of democracy in my
country. It amounts not only to grossly interfering in the internal
political matters of my country but even to encouraging dissent and
division among the delegates participating in the National
Convention.

Preambular paragraph 8 read with operative paragraph 14. Since
many significant and positive developments have taken place in my
country during the past 12 months, the paragraph does not reflect the
current situation in the country. Thanks to the policy of national
reconciliation which my government have actively pursued during this
period peace and tranquility has been restored to 97 per cent of the
country. As a result the number of border inhabitants crossing
frontiers to seek temporary shelter from hostilities has greatly
diminished.

Operative paragraph 4. I should like to point out that nowhere
in his introductory statement did Professor Yokota, the Special
Rapporteur, say that "in regard to the National Convention no evident
progress has been made towards turning over power to a freely elected
civilian government". What he said was, "the composition, procedure,
and other measures taken in connection with the National Convention
seem to indicate that the constitutional process is not heading
towards multi-party democracy as announced by the Government".
Needless to say, we consider this assessment to be wholly erroneous.
Professor Yokota did emphasize that since he had no time to study
carefully the information which he had gathered during his visit to
Myanmar his observations were still preliminary in nature. I am
confident that after careful reflection he will see the National
Convention in its true perspective and that this will be reflected in
his final report to the Commission on Human Rights.

Operative paragraph 5. As explained by my delegation in this
Committee, the delegates to the National Convention include
representatives of all the national races, representatives of the ten
legally-standing political parties, representatives elected in the
1990 elections as well as delegates from all strata of Myanmar
society. It may be pointed out that representatives of the political
parties were nominated by their own parties and that other delegates
were selected through a systematic procedure to ensure fair and
equitable representation. My Government has provided the details on
the procedure regarding the participation of delegates to the
National Convention, which are reproduced in extenso in document
A/48/578.

With regard to the leading role to be played by the Tatmadaw
(The Myanmar Defence Services) in the future political life of the
State, I should like to stress that the role envisaged for the
Tatmadaw is a role in keeping with Myanmar's historical traditions.
As stated by my Foreign Minister in his address to the General
Assembly: "The history of modern Myanmar nation is synonymous with
the history of the Tatmadaw. Since the time of our struggle for
national independence it has been in the forefront of national
politics." The Tatmadaw has always stayed above party politics. But
it has always shouldered its primary responsibility of ensuring the
non-disintegration of the Union, the non-disintegration of national
solidarity and the consolidation of national sovereignty. It will and
must continue to do so in the future.

Operative paragraph 8 appeals to Myanmar to consider becoming a
party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
and the Convention Against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment. Although Myanmar is not yet a
State party to the Covenants I should like to reaffirm that we are
abiding by those provisions and principles embodied in the Covenants
which are taken from the Charter of the United Nations and the
Universal Declaration on Human Rights, or have attained the status of
rules of customary international law.

Operative paragraphs 9, 13 and 14. To repeat what I stated last
year, Myanmar has an unbroken record of fulfilling all its



obligations arising from agreements and international treaties to
which it is a party. We resent any insinuation to the contrary.

Operative paragraph 10 claims that recent sentences meted out
to a number of persons were harsh. my government has provided
detailed information regarding the nature of the offenses committed
by the persons in question and the laws under which they were
sentenced. This information is reproduced in paragraph 26 of document
A/48/578. Given the nature of the offenses the sentences meted out to
them can in no way be considered harsh.

Operative paragraphs 11 and 12. There can be no gainsaying that
democracy can prosper only when law and order prevails. In this time
of transition when we are laying down the foundations for a
democratic society, care must be taken to ensure a peaceful and
tranquil environment. It is the primary responsibility of every
Government to uphold the rule of law and to maintain public peace and
civil order in the country. As we have explained on numerous
occasions, a certain individual has been placed under restraint for
infringing the law and that this is the most lenient action
permissible under the law. Hundreds of persons serving prison terms
who no longer pose a threat to the security of the State have been
released. The Government has been constrained to take legal action
against some other persons, including a few delegates to the National
Convention, not because of their political beliefs but because of
their actions which, if left unchecked, would derail the
constitutional process.

Operative paragraph 15. If I may put it bluntly, I completely
fail to understand the intent and purpose of this paragraph. We
already have the Special Rapporteur of the Commission of Human Rights
to deal with those portions of the draft concerning human rights
issues. Likewise, under the Memorandum of Understanding signed
between Myanmar and the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, we have agreed to the presence of
representatives of the UNHCR to deal with those paragraphs of the
draft resolution concerning refugee questions. In these
circumstances, it is the intention of the co-sponsors that the
Secretary-General should play a role in the implementation of those
paragraphs of the draft dealing with the internal political matters
of my country-- paragraphs which as I have stated earlier are in
gross violation of Charter principles --I must make it absolutely
plain that my government will have nothing whatsocever to do with it.
Mr Chairman,

I believe it is quite clear from what I have stated that draft
resolution A/C.3/48/L.70 is totally unacceptable to my government.
However, in deference to the sentiments expressed by a great many
delegations representing governments which bear goodwill and
understanding towards my country, and not least to the wishes
expressed by you, Mr Chairman, my delegation has decided not to ask
for a vote on the draft. I must however make it abundantly clear that
my delegation will have no part in the adoption of this draft
resolution and will not be a party to it.

Thank you, Mr Chairman.

(NLM 12/10)

Secretary-1 Visits Indonesia

Dec. 17: At the invitation of Mr. I.R. Hartarto, Coordinating
Minister for Industry and Trade, SLORC Secretary-1 Lt-Gen. Khin Nyunt
will visit Indonesia in the near future. (NLM 12/17)

Dec. 20: SLORC Secretary-1 Lt-Gen. Khin Nyunt left for
Indonesia. He was accompanied by Minister for Hotels and Tourism Lt-
Gen. Kyaw Ba, Commander-in-Chief (Air) Lt-Gen. Thein Win, Minister
for National Planning and Economic Development Brig-Gen. Abel,
Minister for Foreign Affairs U Ohn Gyaw, Minister for Information
Brig-Gen. Myo Thant, Minister for Communications, Posts & Telegraphs
U Soe Tha, and officials from their various Ministries. The Secretary
was seen off at the airport by SLORC Chairman Senior General Than
Shwe. (NLM 12/21)



Dec. 21: The delegation was welcomed to Jakarta by Coordinating
Minister for Industry and Trade Mr. I.R. Hartarto, Minister for
Tourism, Post and Telecommunications Mr. Yoop Ave, and others. (NLM
12/22)

Dec. 25: SLORC Secretary-1 Lt-Gen. Khin Nyunt and his
delegation returned from Indonesia, and were welcomed at the airport
by SLORC Chairman Senior General Than Shwe. In Indonesia they were
received by President Soeharto, and called on Minister for National
Planning and Economic Development Mr. Ginadjar, Vice-President of
Indonesia Mr. Try Sutrisno, Chairman Mr. Wahono of the House of
Representatives, Coordinating Minister for Political Affairs and
Security Mr. Soesilo Soedarman, Coordinating Minister for Industry
and Trade Mr. I.R. Hartarto. Minister for National Planning and
Economic Development Brig-Gen. Abel called on Governor Dr. J.S.
Djiwandono of the Bank of Indonesia. [photos] (NLM 12/ 26)

Dec. 26: Other calls during the visit: SLORC Secretary-1 Lt-
Gen. Khin Nyunt called on Minister for Defence and Security Gen. Edi
Sudradjat (Retd), and visited the National Museum of Indonesia.
Minister for Hotels and Tourism Lt-Gen. Kyaw Ba and Minister for
Communications, Posts & Telegraphs U Soe Tha called on Minister for
Tourism, Post and Telecommunication Mr. Yoop Ave, and visited postal
installations. Minister for Transport Lt-Gen. Thein Win called on
Minister for Research and Technology Mr. B.J. Habibe, and on Chief of
Staff of Air Force Air Marshal Pilo Pambudi, and visited Koja Bahari
Shipyard. He also called on Minister for Transportation Mr. Haryanto
Dhanurto. Minister for Foreign Affairs U Ohn Gyaw called on Minister
for Foreign Affairs Mr. Ali Alata. National Convention Convening Work
Committee Secretary U Aye Maung called on Deputy Secretary General
Mr. Benny Wardhanto at the People's Consultive Assembly. Minister for
Information Brig-Gen. Myo Thant called on Minister for Information
Mr. H. Harmoko, and visited Indonesian TV.

The Myanmar delegation visited Bandung, in West Java,
Jogjakarta, Mendut Temple in Central Java, Borobudur, and other
sights. [photos] (NLM 12/27)

Returning Delegations

Return of delegations that departed in previous months, or not
previously noted:

Dec. 1: The journalist delegation headed by Editor U Thaung Pe
of Myawaddy Press returned from China. (NLM 12/2)

Dec. 6: A delegation led by Myanmar Olympic Council President
Minister for Prime Minister's Office Brig-Gen. Lun Maung returned
from the 12th Conference of Asian Olympic Council in Kuwait. (NLM
12/7)

Dec. 8: A delegation led by Minister for Finance and Revenue
Brig-Gen. Win Tin returned via Singapore after attending the Workshop
on South-East Asia Economic Experience and Prospects in Washington,
beginning Nov. 29. (NLM 12/9)

Dec. 24: A delegation led by Acting Secretary U Tun Aung Chein
of the Commission on Compilation of Myanma History returned from a
Dec. 15-17 Conference on the Library and Archives Preservation Needs
of South-East Asia at Chiang Mai University, sponsored by Chiang Mai
University, Cornell University in the US, and the Government of the
Netherlands. Other members were Director Daw Ni Ni Myint of the
Universities History Research Department, Librarian U Thaw Kaung of
the Universities Central Library, and Archivist Daw Tin Phone Nwe of
the Universities History Research Department. (NLM 12/25)

Dec. 24: A delegation led by Vice Chairman U Sai Aung Tun of
the Commission on Compilation of Myanma History returned from four
days at the Institute of Asian Studies, Chulalongkorn University,
Bangkok. Other members were Commission members Dr. Than Tun, U Hla
Shein, Rector Dr. Than Nyunt of the Institute of Economics, and
Deputy Director U San Nyein of the Universities History Research
Department. (NLM 12/25)

MYANMAR GAZETTE



Appointments Confirmed

The SLORC confirmed the following appointments, after one
year's probation:

Dec. 9: U Aung Naing to be Managing Director of Printing and
Publishing Enterprise. (NLM 12/10)

GOVERNMENT

National Day Message

Dec. 8: SLORC Chairman Senior General Than Shwe's National Day
Message [full text]:

Today 1is the 73rd Anniversary of National Day. On this
auspicious day which marks a day of historic significance and
achievement reawakening national pride and national spirit among the
entire Myanmar people, I greet you with this message.

Since National Day fuelled the flames of national spirit and
national pride at a time when darkness of colonialism reigned in
Myanmar Naing-Ngan, it will ever remain an unforgettable and
significant day for each and every Myanmar citizen.

The Union of Myanmar has its own culture since time immemorial.
It has stood tall in the world as and independent and sovereign
nation with its successive national rulers; ancient palace sites,
moats and walls as well as stone inscriptions and palm-leaf
manuscripts stand witness to the existence of different eras
characterized by glory and victory starting from Hanlin, Beikthano
and Thraykhittara, to Bagan, Pinya, Innwa, Toungoo, Nyaungyan,
Konbaung and so on.

Observing Myanmar Naing-Ngan's geographical conditions endowed
with treasures and resources, European colonialists got very greedy.
Hence, the colonialists waged three aggressive wars, once in 1824,
once in 1852 and once in 1885 thereby finally annexing the entire
Myanmar Naing-Ngan and enslaving Myanmar people.

Myanmar national pride is in our blood and Myanmar nationals
remained unbowed and engaged unceasing struggles against the
colonialists. In suppressing Myanmar people economically, the
colonialists applied all possible means to exploit the people through
unfair practices of extraction and production, commerce and trade in
rice, teak, o0il and gems. Moreover, they allowed cultivation of opium
poppy, import of drugs and consumption to get the Myanmar nationals
degenerated. They also made the schools teach the colonialist
victories so that those taught would think highly of them, invented
stories harming fraternal relations among the national races and
tried to tarnish the glorious history of Myanmar.

The colonialists enforced colonial education aimed at
furtherence of their rule and prolonging Myanmar's serfdom. At that
time, one was allowed to attend the Calcutta University in India only
after passing in the Rangoon College or Judson College.

As the Rangoon College gradually developed Myanmar nationals
desirous of a full-fledged university made demands to the colonial
government. Then came the Rangoon University Act of 1920.

True, Myanmar citizens wished to establish a university in
Myanmar but they rejected and opposed the Act because it was designed
to prolong the servitude of Myanmar citizens. Regarding themselves as
'masters' the colonialists unilaterally promulgated the Rangoon
University Act on 1 December 1920 against the wishes of Myanmar
people who they regarded as slaves.

Myanmar nationals firmly established themselves as "We, the
masters" and eleven senior students with strong patriotism led the
Boycott Movement on the 10th Waning of Tazaungmon, 1282 Myanmar Era
(5 December, 1920) against the alien colonialists in protest at the
promulgation of Rangoon University Act.

Thanks to the 1920 boycott, the spirit of nationalism had
awakened at a tremendous rate throughout the nation. There emerged
national schools and national universities. Teachers at these
national schools etched in the minds of their pupils spirit of



sacrifice in the interest of the nation and the people. The
colonialists were in no position to resist the rapidly rising tide of
nationalist movement which led to freedom struggle. The nationalists
were convinced that it would not be possible to continue to withhold
the independence of the Myanmar national races.

The National Day had repeatedly brought into being
revolutionary forces that fought for independence and so the day is a
day of historic significance concerned with all the nationalities of
the Union or the entire people of the nation. Similarly, national
spirit and national duty are national values of all the national
races of the Union and nationalist spirit and Union spirit are
essential values which all the national races can [sic] live without,
for they live on the same land, drink the same water, travel in the
same boat and head the same way sharing weal and woe.

All the national races will have to be mindful of the fact that
colonialists are always waiting for a chance to interfere. All the
national races should be in full alert that there are possibilities
starting with the armed aggression of the past to the crooked means
using their minions inside the country in order to harm unity among
the people and cause disintegration of the nation.

On this National Day worthy of honour and reverence, the people
of all national races are to always keep in mind the three National
Day objectives.

1. to rekindle and strengthen nationalist fervour,

2. to consolidate national unity, and

3. to perpetuate the nation's independence and sovereignty.

To be in accordance with the motto "There will be prosperity if
there is unity", I urge all the people of the national races to fully
accept the leadership of the State Law and Order Restoration Council
and exert efforts in unison for the flourishing of genuine democratic
system and emergence of an enduring constitution.

(NLM 12/8)

National Day Slogans

b Eternally preserve our national pride
b Endeavour toward a modern Union of Myanmar
b Promote national economy

(NLM 12/8)

Investment Office Renamed

Dec. 17: "In accordance with the market-oriented economic
system, the Foreign Investment Commission Office has been
reconstituted as Directorate of Investment and Company
Administration,"™ as of Nov. 1. A new signboard was erected at 653/691
Merchant Street, Pabedan Twp. [Yangon] by Director-General U Aung
Myint. (NLM 12/18)

MILITARY

Insurgent Attacks

Dec. 2: A Mon armed group on Dec. 1 burned six bridges on the
Yay-Dawei Road [Tanintharyi]. (NLM 12/3)

Dec. 13: A Pa-O (Red) armed group on Dec. 7 laid a mine that
derailed a locomotive and coach on the Loikaw-Thazi line near
milepost 444/56. They were slightly damaged, but nobody was injured.
(NLM 12/ 14)

Members of Armed Groups Surrender

[Note: When these statistics were first published, persons
surrendering (or "returning to legal fold,") were described as
insurgents. Then they were described as "terrorists." Now they are
referred to as "members of armed groups."]

Nov. 30: From Oct. 17-31, 20 members of armed groups
surrendered, with their weapons [names and details]. (NLM 12/1)

Dec. 1: Three ABSDF members surrendered, with their weapons, at
Theindaw camp on Nov. 8 [names and details]. (NLM 12/2)



Dec. 11: A Rakhine State Liberation Army platoon commander
returned to legal fold, with weapons, on Dec. 9. "The armed group is
near Ranong in the other country. The armed group discussed with Nai
Site Chan, political in-charge of Mon armed group, BCP (Tanintharyi)
and company commander Maung Lwin of Myeik district group to collect
extortion money from powered boats and trawlers in the sea. On 5
December, four persons including Pyi Soe left Ranong for Zardetgyi
Kyun in a boad carrying ammunition. While waiting near Zardetgyi Kyun
as they planned, he left alone and surrendered to the Tatmadaw camp,"
where he was welcomed warmly. (NLM 12/12)

Dec. 17: 6 members of armed groups surrendered between Dec. 4-

11, with their weapons [names and details]. (NLM 12/18)

Dec. 22: From Nov. 1-6, 18 members of armed groups returned to
legal fold, with their weapons [names and details]. (NLM 12/23)

Dec. 23: From Nov. 7-16, 16 members of armed groups returned to
legal fold, with their weapons [names and details]. (NLM 12/24)

Dec. 24: From Nov. 17-30, 18 members of armed groups returned
to legal fold, with their weapons [names and details], bringing the
monthly total to 52. (NLM 12/25)

ECONOMIC

Economic Articles

Dec. 5: United Nations Volunteers, by Khin Maung Lay. [UN
Volunteers spend two years, with a monthly living allowance. Myanmar
has the second highest number of UN Volunteers; used to have the
highest. The Myanmar program started in 1975, under UNDP. In 1987,
UNV Executive Coordinator Mr. Hikmat Nabulsi visited Myanmar, and on
May 5, 1988 the program was transferred to the Department of Labour.
Since May 8, 1988, there have been:

No. of Applicants for P.H.S. Forms 3,615

No. of forms issued 3,064
No. of forms forwarded to Geneva 1,332
No. of UNVs assigned 242
UNV's in the field 151

"Although two decades have passed...the quality of Myanmar Volunteers
has not diminished, and the proud traditions which held the Myanmar
flag aloft in the international field is still very much in
evidence.... With this article I salute all Myanmar and international
volunteers from the over one hundred and thirty countries on this
'International Volunteer Day' 5 December 1993. 'May God Bless them
all'.]

Dec. 12: Tatmadawmen, local populace help bring modernization
to arid zone, by Theimm Htut. [Description of Chaung-U-Pakokku
railroad project.]

Dec. 15: The Forest Law and its effectiveness, by KMO. ["As
Myanmar timber fetches a good price in foreign markets, unscrupulous
timber merchants and smugglers in collaboration with some Forest
Department personnel who reportedly received bribes, illegal
extracted logs." Review of seizures of illegal timber, of the terms
of the Forest Law, and criminals punished under it.]

Project Inaugurations

Dec. 2: The Labour Department inaugurated the K4.51 million
Panglong Hall in Dagon Myothit (North) Twp. [Yangon]. \\ Cooperative
Store Society 1 Showroom and Shop were opened in the north wing of
Bogyoke Aung San Market [Yangon]. "Various kinds of fruit, toilet
requisites, jewellery, textiles, electronic goods, leatherware, tinne
provisions, sweets and cookies, sculptures, clocks and watches,
refrigerators, television sets and vacuum cleaners are available
there in kyats or in foreign currency." (NLM 12/3)

Dec. 3: The Myogonyaung Cinema, rebuilt at a cost of K21.3
million, was opened Dec. 1 on the corner of 31lst and 83rd Streets,
Chan-aye-thazan Twp., Mandalay. Modern projectors worth K500, 000 were
installed. (NLM 12/5)

Dec. 5: The K10.3 million Thiri Mingla Bridge across the



Biluchaung near Loikaw was inaugurated Dec. 3. (NLM 12/6)

Dec. 6: The new 21l-mile Pathein-Ngaputaw Road [Ayeyarwady] was
put into service on Dec. 5; travel time has been cut by four hours.
(NLM 12/7)

Dec. 8: The new cellular telephone system was inaugurated in
Yangon, in the presence of Myanmar officials and Vice-President Mr.
Jim Rogers of Ericsson (Australia Pte., Ltd.)

Dec. 9: The reconditioned Mongyulay-Kyukok (Pangsai) Motor
Road, which runs 105 miles from Wanting in China to Kyukok, was
inaugurated on D