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PARLIAMENTARY INITIATIVES IN FAVOUR OF PARLIAMENTARIANS-ELECT AND RESPECT FOR DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES IN MYANMAR

A compilation of replies to a survey by the Inter-Parliamentary Union
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ANNEXES
Canada: 

-
Resolution adopted in December 2004 by the Sub-Committee on Human Rights and International Development of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Trade of the Canadian House of Commons on the human rights situation in Myanmar

Ghana:

-
Communication forwarded by the Speaker of Parliament and President of the Inter-Parliamentary Group of Ghana addressed to the State Peace and Development Council of Myanmar (SPDC), Accra, 19 November 2004

Philippines:

-
Draft resolution submitted to the Parliament of the Philippines in February 2005 calling on the Government to put pressure on ASEAN to reconsider the rotation of its presidency to Myanmar in 2006
United States of America:

-
Resolution presented to Congress in September 2004 calling on the United Nations Security Council to take action against Myanmar to respond to the growing threat that the regime posed to the South-East Asia region and to the people of Myanmar

ASEAN:

-
Statement of the workshop of ASEAN parliamentarians on the Myanmar issue, Kuala Lumpur, 26 - 28 November, 2004

-
Resolution strongly urging the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) to support the initiative of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Myanmar Caucus (AIPMC) to bring international pressure to bear on the Government of Myanmar to comply with its promise of instituting tangible democratic reforms in the country, including the immediate and unconditional release of Aung San Suu Kyi and other leaders and members of the National League for Democracy (NLD), presented to the 112th Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, Manila, 31 March - 8 April 2005

European Parliament:

-
Resolution adopted by the European Parliament on Burma/ASEM

International:

-
Declaration of the Second International Convention for the Restoration of Democracy in Burma (ICRDB), New Delhi, 15 - 17 October 2004

Background

Almost 15 years ago, in May 1990, multiparty elections were held in Myanmar, organized by the State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC), as the military regime was called at the time.  The parliament that should have resulted from those elections, however, has never met.  On the contrary, the military rulers have made every effort to eliminate from the political scene the elected members of that parliament, especially those belonging to the party that won the elections by a large majority, the National League for Democracy (NLD), led by Aung San Suu Kyi.  Scores of elected members of parliament and political leaders have been arrested and detained over the years and have been prosecuted under iniquitous laws.  Many of them, like Aung San Suu Kyi, currently under house arrest, remain deprived of their liberty.  Instead of convening the parliament, the military regime convened a National Convention to draw up a new Constitution, with the aim of guaranteeing the leading role of the army.  That body is widely seen, however (including by the Inter-Parliamentary Union [IPU]), as merely a means of prolonging and legitimising military rule against the will of the people, which was expressed in the 1990 elections.  Efforts have been made to promote a dialogue between the military regime and the NLD, but so far they have all been to no avail.  Clearly, as an organization that has at its main aim the promotion of democracy and the strengthening of parliamentary institutions, this situation can only be of deep concern to the IPU.  

Through its Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians and its Governing Council, the IPU has therefore constantly called upon its Member Parliaments to take action in support of the restoration of democracy in Myanmar.  The campaign calling for parliamentarians to sign the Declaration of Members of Parliament Throughout the World in Solidarity with the Democratically Elected Members of the Parliament of Burma, which the Burmese government in exile launched in 2000, had already shown that parliamentarians from every quarter are very sensitive to the situation in Myanmar:  3,285 parliamentarians from 94 countries and the European Parliament (EP) have signed the Declaration.  In October 2004, the IPU Governing Council requested the Secretary General to invite all IPU Members to provide information on any action taken in favour of democracy in Myanmar, and to compile that information and make it available at the 112th Assembly.  The present publication is a summary of the replies the Secretariat has received from Member Parliaments, as well as from the Members of Parliament Union (MPU-Burma), the International Network of Political Leaders Promoting Democracy in Burma (PD Burma) (an organization of political leaders working for democracy in Burma) and various other organizations dealing with the situation in Myanmar.  It also contains some examples of resolutions, motions or statements adopted by parliaments or groups of parliamentarians.  The IPU wishes to thank all those who have provided information and thus made this publication possible.

The publication shows that many parliaments, particularly in Europe and Asia, have made use of their powers and taken initiatives to raise the issue of Myanmar in one way or another.  Far from being exhaustive, it nevertheless provides a variety of examples of parliamentary action that has recently been taken.  It is hoped that these examples will inspire parliaments all over the world, and in a spirit of parliamentary solidarity lead them to press more insistently for the respect of democracy and human rights in Myanmar.  

Parliamentary Action

AUSTRALIA:  Since 2004, participation by Australian parliamentarians in national campaigns and activities concerning Myanmar has increased.  They publish press releases, table motions in their respective chambers and issue statements in support of the democratic movement in Myanmar.  They are putting pressure on the Australian Government to be tougher with the Government of Myanmar.  

The parliaments of the Australian states of New South Wales and South Australia have set up parliamentary caucuses on Myanmar.  

Some federal parliamentarians are working with the IPU and the Socialist International, calling for improved dialogue in Myanmar.  Others have taken part in demonstrations organized by the Burmese community and solidarity groups.

BELGIUM:  Both chambers of the Belgian parliament, the House of Representatives and the Senate, have adopted resolutions on Burma, the latest ones in April and May 2000, respectively.  In its resolution, the House of Representatives expressed its support for the Committee Representing the People's Parliament and requested the Belgian Government to condemn the dictatorship in Burma and to make every effort to recognise and have the European Union (EU) recognise the Committee Representing the People's Parliament as the legitimate representative of Burma, and hence to favour contacts with the Burmese Prime Minister in exile.  The resolution also called on the Belgian Government to impress upon enterprises and travel agencies the need to cancel all relations in the fields of trade, investment and tourism, to refuse financial support to and the funding of organizations sponsored by enterprises which were active in Burma and to impress upon the EU Council of Ministers the need to maintain sanctions and to impose new ones, while at the same time ensuring that humanitarian aid to the population was not hindered.  In its resolution, the Senate called, moreover, on the Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to receive the Burmese Prime Minister in exile and to notify him officially of the support of Belgium for the efforts of the democratically elected representatives who were working to bring human rights violations to an end, and for the restoration of democracy.  Members of the Senate and the House of Representatives have, moreover, asked questions concerning Myanmar.  In a reply given in March 2001 to a question about the position of Belgium and the EU towards Myanmar, the Minister for Consumer Protection, Public Health and the Environment specified that for ethical reasons the Belgian side had decided to cancel its contract with Total (formerly TotalFinaElf).  Members of the House of Representatives have regularly asked questions regarding Myanmar.  In 2005, such questions concerned, for example, violations by Belgian enterprises of the embargo against Myanmar, Belgium’s commercial relations with Myanmar, the International Labour Organization (ILO) measures against Myanmar in the context of and the position of Belgium vis-à-vis Myanmar.  

CAMBODIA:  In a press statement issued on 15 June 2004, the Cambodian parliamentarians belonging to the opposition Sam Rainsy Party (SRP) insisted that the postponement of the visit to Cambodia of General Khin Nyunt, the then Prime Minister of Myanmar, be made indefinite until appropriate steps were taken to improve the human rights situation, such as the release of Aung San Suu Kyi, U Tin Oo and others, until political parties were allowed to function freely and the regime entered into a genuine dialogue with the opposition for a peaceful political solution in Burma.  

CANADA:  Over the past 12 months, the initiatives launched and supported by parliamentarians from all political parties in favour of parliamentarians-elect and respect for democratic principles in Burma have included a motion and a petition tabled in the House of Commons by individual parliamentarians, motions adopted by the House of Commons Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Trade and its Subcommittee on Human Rights and International Development, with the former tabled as a report in the House of Commons, meetings with visiting opposition politicians from Burma, such as Dr. Sein Win, Prime Minister of the National Coalition Government of the Union of Burma (NCGUB), work with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) such as the Canadian Friends of Burma, and lastly press releases and public statements addressing the situation in Burma.  

Thus, in December 2004, following the visit of Dr. Sein Win, the House of Commons Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Trade and its Subcommittee on Human Rights and International Development passed similar motions on the human rights situation in Myanmar.  The motion which the Standing Committee presented as its second report in the House of Commons called on the Canadian Government to urge the authorities of Myanmar to release political prisoners, to end their harassment of them and to abolish all repressive laws and measures contravening international human rights conventions, to offer the legitimate authorities, especially the NCGUB and the Committee Representing the People’s Parliament tangible support and to bring the United Nations and the international community to increase pressure on the regime so as to include the NLD and other pro-democracy parties in the National Convention process (text attached).  Likewise, in December 2004, the Canadian Senate adopted a similar motion.  It requested the Government to condemn the undemocratic actions of the Government of Myanmar and to take measures against it, including the implementation of effective economic measures against the military regime, increased diplomatic sanctions such as the exclusion of the military junta from trade and investment events in Canada, and the provision of more assistance to Burmese refugees in other regions.

Earlier, in the year 2000, the House of Commons Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Trade had passed a motion asking the Government to impose sanctions restricting investment in Myanmar and to urge the Canadian Parliament to recognise the Committee Representing the People's Parliament as the true representative of the people of Myanmar.

As far as the provincial assemblies are concerned, in 1999 those of British Columbia and Quebec adopted resolutions in support of the Committee Representing the People’s Parliament.

Canadian parliamentarians frequently issue press releases and public statements on the situation in Myanmar.  They have organized meetings with members of the political opposition from Myanmar; the Prime Minister in exile has visited the Canadian Parliament, and Canadian parliamentarians are working with non-governmental organizations (NGOs).  For example, at the initiative of the NGO Canadian Friends of Burma, 18 parliamentarians have formed a group called the Parliamentary Friends of Burma.

DENMARK:  The Danish parliament (Folketing) has created a support group for Myanmar, which takes part in the Euro-Burma network.  

Parliamentarians have made several proposals on Myanmar, mainly focused on the possibility of adopting economic sanctions against the regime.  These proposals have, above all, put the issue of Myanmar on the agenda and led to parliamentary debates.  The interest shown by parliamentarians is reflected in the numerous questions put to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, both by individual members of the Folketing and by members of its Committee on Foreign Affairs and the Committee on Relations with the European Union (EU).  These questions have drawn the Minister's attention to the issue of Myanmar and, as a result, have influenced the Government's foreign policy on the issue; as a result it has been raised during EU meetings.  Acting on a Danish proposal, in June 2003 the EU Ministers for Foreign Affairs decided to strengthen sanctions against Myanmar.  Denmark has also raised the question of the adoption by EU member states of further sanctions.

Moreover, the Danish parliament organized a debate on Burma, in particular on logging activities in the country.  

FRANCE:  The French National Assembly has established a parliamentary group on Myanmar.  In May 2004 the Senate delegation on women's rights and equal opportunities between men and women organized a meeting on the plight of women in Myanmar with Ms. Camilla Buzzi, Coordinator of the International Network of Political Leaders Promoting Democracy in Burma (PD Burma).  Information meetings were also held and attended by Burmese opponents to the regime.

In 2004, French parliamentarians put several questions to the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the undermining of freedoms in Myanmar and on the situation facing prisoners in that country.  The Minister recalled that in October 1996 France and its European partners had adopted a common position defining a set of restrictive measures.  That common stance had been made tougher following the arrest on 30 May 2003 of Aung San Suu Kyi and a number of her sympathisers, acts that had been immediately condemned by the French authorities.  In the international arena, France actively supports the Myanmar-related resolutions presented every year at the United Nations General Assembly, in the United Nations Commission on Human Rights and at the International Labour Conference.  France has also become an active member of the "Bangkok Process", set up to discuss essential policy steps with nationals of Myanmar.

GERMANY:  In 2003 and 2004, the German parliament held numerous debates on the human rights situation in Myanmar in general, and on that of the parliamentarians-elect, in particular.  Its efforts focused mainly on demands for the release of Aung San Suu Kyi and members of the NLD.  

The parliamentary groups closely monitor all measures taken by the federal Government in relation to Myanmar, and regularly request reports on progress made.  The parliament also lends the Government support for the various actions it takes.  The German Government has supported the EU's sanctions against Myanmar, is working on a policy to strengthen education and health in the country and is supporting the measures taken by the International Labour Organization (ILO) to end slave labour.  Parliamentarians belonging to the Christian Democratic Union/Christian Social Union (CDU/CSU) and the Free Democratic Party (FPD) continue to support the adoption of a wider-ranging draft resolution on the continuing grave human rights violations in Myanmar and the suppression of the political opposition.  However, no motion on this issue has yet obtained the necessary majority.  

GHANA:  The Speaker of the Ghanaian parliament sent a message to the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC) of Myanmar expressing concern at the social and political situation in Myanmar, in particular the acts of violence and repression perpetrated by the military government against elected parliamentarians.  The Inter-Parliamentary Group of the Ghanaian Parliament supports the appeal made by the other parliamentary groups to the military Government, calling for it to set free the country's political prisoners and restore parliamentary democracy.  It has also called for the immediate and unconditional release of Aung San Suu Kyi and the parliamentarians-elect who are in detention.

The group also shares the opinion of the IPU that the 2003 road map is aimed only at prolonging and legitimising military rule.  It has called on the military regime to allow the pro-democracy parties, including the NLD, to act freely in Myanmar, in order to bring about national reconciliation and sow the seeds of a process of peaceful and transparent transition to a democratic regime (text attached).

INDIA:  The second International Convention for the Restoration of Democracy in Burma, held in New Delhi from 15 to 17 October 2004, at which India's former Minister of Defence, now a member of the Indian parliament, played a leading role, adopted a Declaration to promote the establishment of support groups of parliamentarians, including in India, to work for the cause of democracy in Myanmar. 

INDONESIA:  The Indonesian parliamentary caucus on Myanmar was created in February 2005 at a meeting of parliamentarians from several ASEAN member States working on the issue of the situation in Myanmar.  Since then, 15 Indonesian parliamentarians representing the different parties have joined the caucus.  At its inaugural dinner, one member called on the parliamentarians of the member States of ASEAN to take the initiative of signing petitions demanding the release of Aung San Suu Kyi.

IRELAND:  The issue of Myanmar has been debated in the Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Joint Committee on European Affairs, the Joint Committee on Finance and the Public Service and the Subcommittee on European Scrutiny of the Joint Committee on European Affairs.  Members of the Dáil frequently put questions on Myanmar to the ministers concerned.  For example, they have asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs for his opinion on the embargo imposed by the EU on the sale of arms to certain countries, including Myanmar.

ITALY:  In October 2004 the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the Italian parliament adopted a motion calling on the junta to respect the outcome of the 1990 elections, to release all political prisoners and to allow the NLD to act freely.  It also called on the member States of ASEAN to join the EU in increasing pressure on the SPDC.

MALAYSIA:  The Malaysian parliamentary caucus on Myanmar was created in May 2004 to take practical measures to persuade the military government of Myanmar to establish a democratic regime.  It called upon the Government of Myanmar to release political prisoners immediately and unconditionally, to authorise the leaders of the pro-democracy party to take part in the National Constitutional Convention and to transfer power to the legitimately elected parliament.

In October 2004, Malaysian parliamentarians called for Myanmar's expulsion from ASEAN if the military junta failed to undertake the transition to democracy.

NETHERLANDS:  The parliament of the Netherlands adopted a resolution on 9 November 2004 concerning the human rights situation in Myanmar and the country's regime, with a view to strengthening the measures taken against it.  In response, the Minister for Foreign Affairs stated that he would discuss with the EU members the proposal of addressing the Burma issue in the United Nations Security Council.  The Minister also stated that a total import ban on products from Myanmar in the EU was not feasible at present, but that the European Commission was examining the question of whether an import ban on teak wood could be established, and that as regards the possible rotation of the presidency of ASEAN to Myanmar, he would, within the scope of the EU, plead for suitable measures during the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) and Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) events, should they take place under the chairmanship of the Government of Myanmar.   

NEW ZEALAND:  The Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Committee of the New Zealand Parliament has held a general inquiry into New Zealand's role in the promotion of human rights, including the situation in Myanmar.  In April 2005, six parliamentarians from across the political spectrum formed the New Zealand Parliamentarians for a Democratic Burma group.  The group also comprises Burmese parliamentarians-elect living in exile.  The group will work with the Government to promote and support democracy in Burma.  Its first action will be to urge the New Zealand Government to challenge the assumption by the current regime in Myanmar of the chairmanship of ASEAN next year.  

NORWAY:  Norwegian parliamentarians have created a group exclusively concerned with democracy and human rights in Myanmar.  It regularly puts questions to the Norwegian Government to ensure that it continues exerting pressure on the Government of Myanmar to free Aung San Suu Kyi, to restore democracy and to respect human rights in the country.  It organises meetings with the parliamentarians who were legitimately elected in 1990.  The group has made recommendations with regards to the so-called Bangkok Process.  It addresses the issue of Myanmar in the media, most recently in connection with the Norwegain Petroleum Fund’s shareholding in Total (formerly TotalFinaElf), which operates a gas field off the coast of Myanmar.  It was pointed out that such involvement contradicted the Norwegian Prime Minister’s clear-cut warning against private investment in Myanmar.

The Inter-Parliamentary Group of the Norwegian parliament, the Storting, addresses the issue of Myanmar at IPU meetings whenever possible, in particular at debates concerning women.  It asked women parliamentarians to urge the Secretary-General of the United Nations to consider the situation in Myanmar in his reports on the implementation of Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) on women and peace and security.  At these meetings, the Group also facilitates bilateral meetings between politicians from Myanmar, in particular members of the NLD and parliamentarians from other countries, principally member States of ASEAN.  For part of their work, the group cooperates closely with PD Burma.  

In February 2005, the Norwegian parliament gave full support to the Government’s policy of working through the United Nations and other channels to promote democratic development in Myanmar and of supporting politicians from Myanmar in exile and in civil society.

PHILIPPINES:  A draft resolution submitted to the Philippine parliament in February 2005 calls on the Government to put pressure on ASEAN to reconsider the rotation of its presidency to Myanmar in 2006 (text attached).

In April 2005 the Philippine Congress established a parliamentary caucus on Myanmar, during the 112th IPU Assembly, which was being held in Manila.

SINGAPORE:  A number of Singaporean parliamentarians intend to establish a parliamentary commission on Myanmar some time in 2005.

SLOVAKIA:  The case of Myanmar is often discussed within the Slovak Inter-Parliamentary Group and followed up by the Human Rights Committee of the Slovak parliament.  The latter regularly organises meetings and adopts resolutions on this matter.  These resolutions in particular request the Minister for Foreign Affairs to disseminate information on Myanmar at international forums and to support the international community's efforts in support of democracy in Myanmar.  All relevant information is also provided to the other members of the Slovak parliament.

SPAIN:  Members of parliament have asked questions about the Government’s policy vis-à-vis Myanmar.  Most recently a written question was submitted in relation with the decision taken by the military junta to prolong for one year Aung San Suu Kyi’s house arrest.  In his response to a question about the measures taken by the Government to obtain her release as well as that of other political prisoners and to ensure respect for human rights in that country, the Secretary of State for relations with the parliament referred to relevant EU policy, in particular the EU Declaration adopted following the prolongation of Aung San Suu Kyi’s house arrest (text attached).

On 18 March 2005 the Socialist group in the Chamber of Deputies submitted a bill urging the Government to take concrete steps bilaterally, within the EU and the United Nations to ensure respect for democracy and human rights and to achieve national reconciliation in Myanmar.  It also urged the Myanmar authorities to permit the United Nations Special Envoy to return to the country.

SWEDEN:  Swedish parliamentarians often put questions to the competent ministers, most recently regarding sanctions imposed against Myanmar, the National Convention and Myanmar's participation in the ASEM.  The replies generally refer to the EU's common policies and the possibility of strengthening them if the military junta does not improve the situation.

SWITZERLAND:  In October 2004 Swiss parliamentarians tabled a motion in the Swiss National Council requesting that it order the Federal Refugees Office to refrain from any refoulement to Myanmar.  They also called upon it to intercede with the authorities of Myanmar to obtain the release, or at least the reduction of the sentence, of Mr. Stanley Van Tha, who had been handed over to the authorities of his country after his request for asylum in Switzerland was rejected, and had been subsequently sentenced to 19 years in prison.  After learning of this arrest, the Federal Refugees Office stopped all expulsions to Myanmar.  The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs has interceded with the Government of Myanmar on behalf of Mr. Stanley Van Tha.  In response to repeated questioning by parliamentarians, the Swiss Federal Council has reminded them of the sanctions that it has adopted against Myanmar (for example, the freezing of assets of the highest-level members of the regime).

THAILAND:  In August 2004 several members of the Thai parliament established a parliamentary caucus on Myanmar which, however, owing to a lack of the necessary quorum, has not yet become an official parliamentary body.

UNITED KINGDOM:  In the British Parliament, there is an All-Party Parliamentary Group (APG) for Democracy in Myanmar.  The Group holds regular meetings in the House of Commons which are open to members of both chambers and the general public. The APG has raised over 50 questions about Myanmar during parliamentary debates.  It regularly holds public and private meetings with the various ministers concerned.  It also sends letters to ministers and to companies operating in the country, such as for example Orient Express and DHL.  

The Group tabled a motion (Early Day Motion) of support for Aung San Suu Kyi that was signed by 280 parliamentarians, the highest degree of support for a Myanmar-related motion for 15 years.

It has gradually succeeded in reaching a consensus among all political parties on the need to take action on the situation in Myanmar.  It ensures that Myanmar remains a political and government priority.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:  The Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act passed by the United States Congress in June 2003 and extended in June 2004 won virtual unanimity in Congress.  It called for fresh sanctions against Myanmar following the attack on the NLD and Aung San Suu Kyi in August 2003.  The sanctions, which are still in effect, include a ban on all trade that might support the military regime in Myanmar and an expansion of the visa ban.

A resolution was presented to Congress in September 2004 calling on the United Nations Security Council to take action against Myanmar to respond to the growing threat that the regime posed to the South-East Asia region and to the people of Myanmar (text attached).

In July 2004 the Senate called upon the United States Government to break off diplomatic relations with Myanmar and to increase pressure on its allies to do more to support democracy in that country.

ASEAN:  The Malaysian Parliamentary Caucus on Myanmar took the initiative of staging a workshop on Myanmar for ASEAN parliamentarians in Kuala Lumpur, from 26 to 28 November 2004. The participants, who included parliamentarians from Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand, and parliamentarians in exile from Myanmar, issued a statement in which they inter alia urged ASEAN to bar Myanmar from assuming the chairmanship of the association in 2006 and called on United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan to convene a special session of the Security Council to formulate a roadmap for democratic and constitutional reform in Myanmar.  They also resolved to establish the interim committee of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Caucus on Myanmar.

In February 2005 the Malaysian Government reconvened the interim committee in order to follow up on the outcome of the November 2004 meeting.  Those parliamentarians present confirmed their desire to send a delegation on an official visit to Myanmar in March 2005 to express their concerns to the regime and encourage it to undertake concrete political reforms.  Another purpose of the meeting was to set up an Indonesian parliamentary caucus on this subject.

The ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Caucus on Myanmar was formally established during the 112th Assembly of the IPU.  It adopted a comprehensive resolution in favour of democracy in Myanmar (text attached).

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT:  The European Parliament (EP) is extremely concerned about the human rights situation in Burma.  It has taken every possible opportunity to denounce human rights violations and used all means available to it to encourage changes and improvements in the country.  Thus it has adopted numerous resolutions on the situation in Myanmar, reflecting the importance of the question and the broad consensus within the parliament on the need to monitor the situation regularly, to react strongly to its deterioration and to encourage change.  Twelve resolutions were adopted during the EP’s present and previous terms on human rights, democracy and possible means of action to improve the situation. These resolutions focus on the general political situation and the human rights situation in the country, the issue of political prisoners, the sanctions policies adopted by the EU and the participation of Myanmar in ASEAN and the ASEM.

More particularly, in most of its resolutions, the EP calls for the immediate release of Aung San Suu Kyi and other political prisoners and for them to enjoy full freedom of movement and expression. It further calls for all NLD offices closed in May 2003 to be allowed to reopen and the initiation of a meaningful dialogue between the SPDC and the NLD.  It appeals to the SPDC to relinquish its grip on power and to respect the results of the 1990 elections, and to put an end to human rights abuses.  The EP also calls regularly on the United Nations to impose targeted sanctions, and on the United Nations Security Council to address the situation in Myanmar.  It also encourages the strengthening of the ILO’s activities in that country.  In its latest resolution on Burma (16 September 2004), the EP “calls on the ASEAN states to join the EU in exerting greater pressure on the SPDC to release Aung San Suu Kyi and other detained NLD members …  And to take meaningful steps to exercise their influence over the Burmese regime to bring about change for the better in Burma” (text attached).

Moreover, major EP documents on human rights, notably the Annual Report on Human Rights in the World and the annual resolution on the EU’s priorities and recommendations for the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, also testify to the importance of the situation in Burma within the EP’s human rights activities.  Every year these documents have denounced the situation in Burma and called for European and international action.  Lastly, the fact that in 1990 the Sakharov Prize was awarded to Aung San Suu Kyi also confirms the importance of Burma for the EP. 

The EP helps to gather diverse information from a broad range of sources, and thus to devise strategies for improvements in Burma.  For instance, the Committee on Development has organized several public hearings on codes of conduct for European companies operating in developing countries, with some of them specifically addressing the issue of European companies’s activities in Burma, such as for example those of Total (formerly TotalFinaElf).  The EP also hosts NGO meetings such as the monthly Human Rights Contact Group.  

As regards relations with the countries of South-East Asia, the EP has created a special delegation responsible for relations with the countries of the region and ASEAN.  At the delegation's monthly meetings, the Burma issue is constantly scrutinized.  At its latest meeting, the delegation hosted the Ambassador of Malaysia and inquired about ways to improve pressure on the Burmese authorities.

The EP is highly active within the ASEM and has opposed Myanmar's participation in that process until such time as the country undergoes an irreversible political change.  The EP’s strong stance prompted the EU to impose a set of three conditions for Burma’s membership to the ASEM:  the release of Aung San Suu Kyi, the reopening of the NLD offices and freedom to organise peaceful political activities, and genuine open debate at the National Convention.  Unfortunately, these conditions were never met, yet the EU eventually accepted Burma’s membership despite the EP’s firm opposition.

Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) of every stripe have also made use of their right to put written and oral questions to the Council of Ministers and the European Commission regarding the measures taken by the EU on Myanmar, and thus to hold these bodies accountable and responsible for their policies and to act as a constant reminder of the EU’s commitment to promote human rights and democracy in all its external policies.  For example, on 3 March 2005, MEP Glenys Kinnock sent a letter to the European Commissioner in charge of External Relations and European Neighbourhood Policy, asking for a firmer position of the EU as regards Burma’s participation in the ASEM.  Recalling that the EU ultimately retreated from the set of three conditions for Burma’s membership in the ASEM, Ms. Kinnock raised the issue of Burma’s chairmanship of ASEAN in 2006, asked the EU not to bow down to pressure and said that it should take a clear stand.  She called for the EU member States to commit themselves to not attending ASEM meetings unless the EU’s conditions were met.   

The EP's Secretariat compiles a range of information derived from different sources, including NGOs and its partners.  The Parliament's Committee on Development has held numerous public hearings, some of them concerning the activity of European businesses in Myanmar.  Newsletters are regularly sent to parliamentarians to keep them up to date with the situation in the country.

INTERNATIONAL:  At the second International Convention for the Restoration of Democracy in Burma (ICRDB), held in October 2004, 142 delegates from 14 countries (Australia, Canada, Denmark, India, Malaysia, Myanmar, Netherlands, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Thailand, Timor-Leste and the United States of America) adopted a statement calling for all parliaments to sign declarations demanding the release of political prisoners, the cessation of military attacks on ethnic communities and the commencement of a tripartite dialogue with the objective of moving towards a truly representative democracy in Myanmar (text attached).

(
Resolution adopted in December 2004 by the Sub-Committee on Human Rights and International Development of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Trade of the Canadian House of Commons on the human rights situation in Myanmar

House of Commons, Ottawa (Canada), 38th Parliament, 1st Session

The Subcommittee on Human Rights and International Development of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Trade has the honour to present its second report.

In accordance with its mandate under Standing Order 108(2) and the motion adopted on 14 October 2004 by the Standing Committee on Foreign and International Trade, your Subcommittee has considered the issue of Human Rights in Burma and recommends the following:

That the Committee is of the opinion that the government must:

a)
condemn more forcefully the repeated and systematic human rights violations committed by the military junta in power in Burma, particularly those involving certain minority groups, including arrests and imprisonment without trial, summary and arbitrary executions, torture, rape, kidnappings of women, men and children, forced labour, denial of fundamental freedoms, including the freedom of assembly, association and expression, the recruitment of child soldiers and massive relocations of civilian populations;

b)
urge the authorities in Burma to release immediately and unconditionally all political prisoners, in particular Nobel Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, leader of the National League for Democracy (NLD), to end their harassment of them, to abolish all repressive laws and measures contravening international human rights conventions, and to take action to end the appalling humanitarian crisis facing hundreds of thousands of displaced people and refugees at Burma’s borders (with China, India, Bangladesh and Thailand); 

c)
provide tangible political support to the legitimate authorities in Burma, specifically the government in exile (the National Coalition Government for the Union of Burma) and the Committee Representing the People’s Parliament;

d)
impose more comprehensive economic measures on Burma, and in particular:


-
review the effectiveness of the Export and Import Perrmits Act;


-
review the feasibility of fully invoking the Special Economic Measure Act; and


-
impose a legal ban on further investment in Burma

e)
bring pressure to bear on the United Nations Secretary General and the international community, in order to establish a framework, primarily though ensuring the spread of the embargo, to bring the military junta to negotiate a peaceful transition toward democracy, in cooperation with the NLD and representatives of ethnic minority groups, as set out in all the resolutions of the United Nations on Burma since 1994;

f)
call upon the authorities in Burma to include the National League for Democracy (NLD) and other political parties in the on-going process of the National Convention, and warn that any outcome from the convention without the participation of the NLD and other parties will not be recognized.

A copy of the relevant Minutes of Proceedings (Meetings Nos. 4 and 6) is tabled.

Respectfully submitted,

[signed]

David Kilgour

Chair
(
Communication forwarded by the Speaker of Parliament and President of the Inter-Parliamentary Group of Ghana addressed to the State Peace and Development Council of Myanmar (SPDC), Accra, 19 November 2004

The Ghana Branch of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) has followed with grave concern the worrying socio-political events in Myanmar and their impact on the process of restoring democracy in the country.

The failure of the military government to respect the election results of 1990 and to convene the Pyithu Hluttaw (People's Assembly) of the Union of Myanmar, the assassination of parliamentarians such as Win Ko and Hla Pe, and the death of several others in custody, the detention of parliamentarians-elect without charge or trial, the issuing of harsh sentences after summary trials and continued imprisonment of several parliamentarians-elect with the view to pressurising them to renounce their positions as parliamentarians-elect, the consistent refusal of the military regime to enter into substantive dialogue with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and U Tin Oo and democratic groups concerning Myanmar's democratic future have, indeed, been a great source of worry to members of the Ghana Branch of the IPU.

We in Ghana perceive these acts of violence and repression being perpetrated by the military government in Myanmar as an infringement on basic international human rights standards, and disrespect for parliamentary democracy - a system that the people of Myanmar aspire to.

In this regard, the Ghana Branch of the IPU wishes to join hands with other parliamentary groups, which are acting for the establishment of democratic structures in Myanmar, in demonstrating its unflinching support for the democracy movements in Myanmar by calling on the military regime to take rapid and pragmatic steps to end, immediately, all forms of violence and repression against the democracy movements in Myanmar.

[signed]

Right Honourable Peter Ala Adjetey

Speaker of Parliament and President of the

Inter-Parliamentary Group of Ghana

(
Draft resolution submitted to the Parliament of the Philippine in February 2005 calling on the Government to put pressure on ASEAN to reconsider the rotation of its presidency to Myanmar in 2006
Republic of the Philippines, House of Representatives, Thirteenth Congress, First Regular Session
House Resolution No. 593, Filed:  15 February 2005, Read:  16 February 2005, Referral:  Committee on Foreign Affairs

Sponsored by Akbayan Party List Representatives Loretta Ann P. Rosales, Mario “Mayong” Joyo Aguja and Ana Theresia Hontiveros-Baraquel and Representatives Rodolfo C. Bacani, Alan Peter S. Cayetano, Augusto H. Baculio, Danilo P. Lagbas, Juan Edgardo M. Angara, Agapito A. Aquino, Rolex T. Suplico, Ronaldo B. Zamora, Ernie D. Clarete, Emily U. Taliño-Santos, Antonio H. Cerilles, Luis R. Villafuerte, Antonio V. Cuenco, Rolando G. Andaya, Jr., Edcel C. Lagman, Abdullah D. Dimaporo, Teodoro A. Casiño, Guillermo P. Cua, Rafael V. Mariano, Joel G. Virador, Christian M. Señeres, Joel Villanueva, Acmad M. Tomawis, Sunny R.A. Madamba, Edgar L. Valdez, Imee R. Marcos, Faysah RPM. Dumarpa, Benigno Aquino III, Roger G. Mercado, Salacnib F. Baterina, Consuelo H. Dy, JR Nereus O. Acosta, Rozzano Rufino B. Biazon, Eric D. Singson, Manuel N. Mamba, Junie E. Cua, Conrado M. Estrella III, Henedina Razon-Abad, Solomon R. Chungalao, Arthur D. Celeste, Florencio L. Vargas, Antonio M. Serapio, Ma. Milagros H. Magsaysay, Jacinto V. Paras, Eduardo K. Veloso, Herminio G. Teves, Raul V. Del Mar, Edgar T. Espinosa, Tranquilino B. Carmona, Narciso R. Bravo, Jr., Gerardo J. Espina, Jr., Peter Paul Jed C. Falcon, Alfredo D. Marañon III, Generoso DC. Tulagan, Felix R. Alfelor, Jr., Jesus Reynaldo B. Aquino, Francis L. Nepomuceno, Roilo S. Golez, Juan Miguel M. Arroyo, Mauricio G. Domogan, Antonino P. Roman, Remedios L. Petilla, Emilio C. Macias II, Rene M. Velarde, Anuar J. Abubakar, Trinidad G. Apostol, Catalino N. Figueroa, Florencio G. Noel, Justin Marc SB. Chipeco, Harlin Cast. Abayon, Isidro O. Rodriguez, Jr., Del R. De Guzman, Nanette C. Castelo-Daza, Ma. Amelita C. Villarosa, Renato B. Magtubo, Rodante D. Marcoleta, Ernesto C. Pablo, Benasing O. Macarambon, Jr., Eulogio R. Magsaysay, Ernesto S. Gidaya, Roseller L. Barinaga, Simeon A. Datumanong, Leonila V. Chavez, Liza L. Maza, Teodoro L. Locsin, Jr., Jesli A. Lapuz, Satur C. Ocampo, Crispin B. Beltran, Clavel A. Martinez, Joel Mayo Z. Almario, Carmen L. Cari, Anthony C. Miranda, Anna York P. Bondoc, Rizalina Seachon-Lanete, Eduardo C. Firmalo, Janette L. Garin, Matias Defensor, Jr., Vincent P. Crisologo, Robert Vincent Jude B. Jaworski, Arthur D. Defensor, Isidoro E. Real, Jr., Fredenil H. Castro, Proceso J. Alcala, Florencio T. Miraflores, Victor S. Dominguez, Eduardo R. Gullas, Arnulfo P. Fuentebella, Gilbert Cesar C. Remulla, Jesus Crispin C. Remulla, Roberto C. Cajes, Edgar M. Chatto, Danilo A. Suarez, Alfonso V. Umali, Jr., Jose G. Solis,  Samuel M. Dangwa, Eleuterio R. Violago, Uliran T. Joaquin, Constantino G. Jaraula, Douglas RA. Cagas, Nerissa Corazon S. Soon-Ruiz, Mujiv S. Hataman, Simeon L. Kintanar, Juan Miguel F. Zubiri, Corazon N. Malanyaon, Manuel “ Way Kurat” E. Zamora, Lorna C. Silverio, Bai Sendig G. Dilangalen, Danton Q. Bueser and  Darlene Antonino-Custodio

Resolution

Calling on the Philippine Government to strongly urge the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to reconsider Myanmar’s chairmanship of the 2006 ASEAN Meeting pending its compliance with its promise seven years ago of instituting tangible democratic reforms in the country including the restoration of the 1990 duly elected popular Government and the release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and members of the National League for Democracy (NLD),

WHEREAS, as a prerequisite of membership to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in 1997, Myanmar committed to abide by certain principles of democratic governance specified by the organization as a result of which its members then justified Myanmar’s accession to the ASEAN as a way of engaging it “constructively”;

WHEREAS, more than seven years after its commitment, Myanmar is still governed by the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC) – a military junta that continues to refute the overwhelming victory of the NLD during the 1990 general elections in the country;

WHEREAS, the SPDC-convened 28 December 1995 National Convention tasked to draft Myanmar’s constitution was perceived as a ploy to perpetuate the militarist character of governing the country as its composition was tilted heavily in favor of the military rulers and their allies;

WHEREAS, NLD leaders and Myanmar’s ethnic minorities distanced themselves from said SPDC-sponsored Convention in order not to lend legitimacy to their further enslavement by the ruling military forces;

WHEREAS, despite the release of some more than 9,000 prisoners who were perceived to be common criminals, National League of Democracy’s (NLD) leader and Nobel Laureate Daw Aung San Suu Kyi remains under  house  arrest and Burmese ethnic minorities continue to experience harassment by the ruling military junta;

WHEREAS, ASEAN decided to hand over the Chairmanship of ASEAN to Myanmar in 2006 despite its being antithetical to its commitment of more than seven years ago thereby failing to meet the democratic principle for an ASEAN Chair to practice democracy in her own country;

WHEREAS, there is a need for a speedy resolution of the conflict between the ruling SPDC and the other contending forces comprising the National Government of the Union of Burma (NCGUB) and the ethnic nationalities;

WHEREAS, unless democratic reforms are instituted in Myanmar, her 2006 Chairmanship will permanently undermine the ASEAN’s political, diplomatic and economic future in the context of the rapid changes which are taking place under the globalization process;

WHEREAS, ASEAN countries look up to the Philippines as a regional champion in upholding democratic principles, for vindicating the human rights of her people and supporting electoral democracies;

WHEREAS, the Philippine government should support moves to protect the rights of the minorities in Myanmar where human rights violations still continue to be committed up to this day;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as it is hereby resolved that the House of Representatives express its resolve in calling on the Philippine government to strongly urge the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to reconsider Myanmar’s chairmanship of the 2006 ASEAN meeting pending its compliance with its promise seven years ago of instituting tangible democratic reforms in the country including the restoration of the 1990 duly elected popular government and releasing Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and members of the National League of Democracy (NLD).

(
Resolution presented to Congress in September 2004 calling on the United Nations Security Council to take action against Myanmar to respond to the growing threat that the regime posed to the South-East Asia region and to the people of Myanmar

Calling on the United Nations Security Council to immediately consider and take appropriate action to respond to the growing threat that the ruling State Peace and Development Council in Burma poses to the Southeast Asia region and to the people of Burma

HRES 768 IH, 108th Congress, 2nd Session, H. RES. 768

Calling on the United Nations Security Council to immediately consider and take appropriate action to respond to the growing threat that the ruling State Peace and Development Council in Burma poses to the Southeast Asia region and to the people of Burma

In the House of Representatives, 13 September 2004

Mr. GALLEGLY (for himself), Mr. LANTOS, Mr. PITTS, Mr. ROHRABACHER, Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. SOUDER, Mr. BROWN, Mr. PENCE, Mr. SMITH, Mr. WOLF, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. WEXLER, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. TANCREDO, Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA, and Mr. GREEN submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on International Relations

Resolution

Calling on the United Nations Security Council to immediately consider and take appropriate action to respond to the growing threat that the ruling State Peace and Development Council in Burma poses to the Southeast Asia region and to the people of Burma.

Whereas the ruling State Peace and Development Council in Burma, formerly known as the State Law and Order Restoration Council, continues to refuse to uphold the 1990 election results in which the National League for Democracy, led by Aung San Suu Kyi, won 392 of the 485 contested parliamentary seats;

Whereas the ruling State Peace and Development Council in Burma has imprisoned or placed under house arrest Aung San Suu Kyi on a nearly continuous basis since 1995, most recently since May 2003 when she and National League for Democracy supporters were violently assaulted by government-affiliated forces;

Whereas according to the Department of State's 2003 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, security forces of the ruling State Peace and Development Council in Burma continue to commit extrajudicial killings, rape, engage in torture, forcibly relocate persons, use forced labor, and conscript child soldiers;

Whereas in December of 2003 the United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution expressing grave concern about the ongoing systematic violations of human rights abuses occurring against the people of Burma; and

Whereas the situation in Burma poses a threat to regional stability because of the continuous cross border flow of illegal narcotics, trafficked persons, and the unchecked spread of HIV/AIDS; because of the State Peace and Development Council's reported efforts to acquire military hardware from the People's Republic of China, the Russian Federation, and North Korea; and because of the destabilizing effects of the flight of over 200,000 refugees to Thailand and Bangladesh in an attempt to escape systematic terrorizing by the Burmese military: Now, therefore, be it--


Resolved, that it is the sense of the House of Representatives that the United Nations Security Council should immediately consider and take appropriate action to respond to the growing threat that the ruling State Peace and Development Council in Burma poses to the Southeast Asia region and to the people of Burma.

(
Statement of the workshop of ASEAN parliamentarians on the Myanmar issue, Kuala Lumpur, 26 - 28 November, 2004

We, participants of the Workshop of ASEAN Parliamentarians on the Myanmar issue, comprising Members of Parliament and Senators from seven ASEAN countries, of diverse political affiliations, and joined by like-minded observers, met in Kuala Lumpur on November 26-28, 2004.

We express our appreciation to the Malaysian Parliament’s Pro-Democracy Myanmar Caucus for initiating and convening this Workshop.  We further thank the Government of Malaysia and other ASEAN governments for enabling the workshop to proceed in Kuala Lumpur.  The proceedings of the Workshop reflect the political maturity of its participants. We request the Government of Malaysia to continue supporting the facilitation of similar meetings on issues of pressing concern in the region.

We acknowledge that:

-
There is a political and humanitarian crisis in Myanmar that is causing massive suffering and that has a spill-over effect on its regional neighbours, seriously affecting regional security through refugee and drugs flows, that requires urgent action by all parties involved.

-
The Myanmar Military Government, known as the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC) has recently released about forty (40) of the estimated 1,300 political prisoners, including student leader Min Ko Naing.

-
The SPDC has given public commitments to ASEAN members, agreeing to political change, notably at ASEAN fora in Phnom Penh and Bali, which it has not yet implemented.

-
The SPDC’s roadmap to democracy, including the National Convention to draft a new constitution, lacks legitimacy in the absence of democratic standards and without the participation of 9 political parties representing 91% of parliamentary seats.

-
Parliamentarians from ASEAN countries have a role to play in shaping their respective government’s policies regarding Myanmar and in supporting fellow Parliamentarians from Myanmar to implement the people’s mandate.

We note that:

-
After over a decade, ASEAN’s constructive engagement policy has yet to yield the desired results for change.

-
The Chairmanship of ASEAN cannot be awarded to Myanmar in 2006, without undergoing systemic and irreversible change in its governance, as it will have a deleterious impact on ASEAN and its member nations. In this context, we call for the immediate review of Myanmar’s membership of ASEAN.

-
Broader changes in Myanmar can only be effected with pressure from other ASEAN governments. Unless ASEAN governments take an interest in pressuring for inclusive democracy in Myanmar, any government set up as a result of the National Convention without NLD participation would be no more than  a ‘puppet’ government. 

-
There has been a lack of discussion about Myanmar-related developments within and among ASEAN countries. This lack of discussion has resulted in the inability of people from other countries to relate to the problems faced by the people of Myanmar even though the political impasse affects them.

We recognize that:

-
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is a legitimate leader with an integral role in the achievement of the democratic aspirations of the people of Myanmar. Her detention for more than nine of the past 16 years cannot be justified and must be opposed by all Parliamentarians. 

-
The release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is central to the success of any roadmap to democracy but it is by no means the only criterion. There must also be an inclusive National Convention and genuine tripartite dialogue. 

We strongly urge that ASEAN, its member states and partners concentrate their efforts to achieve the implementation of the UN General Assembly resolutions on Myanmar, in particular, those that call for:

-
The UN Special Envoy and the Special Rapporteur to be allowed full access to Myanmar in accordance with their mandate.

-
The SPDC to end the systematic violation of human rights in Myanmar, including the use of torture, rape and other forms of sexual violence carried out by members of the armed forces; to end discrimination and violations suffered by persons belonging to ethnic minorities.

-
The SPDC to respect the results of the 1990 elections.

-
The SPDC to immediately and unconditionally release Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and members of the National League for Democracy, as well as other political prisoners, and to cease the ongoing harassment of political parties in Myanmar and allow the reopening of party offices around the country. 

-
A full and independent inquiry into the Depayin Massacre of 2003.

-
The declaration of a nationwide ceasefire to pave the way for tripartite dialogue between the regime, ethnic nationalities and the NLD.

We Parliamentarians resolve to advocate for:

-
The commencement of meaningful political dialogue between the military government and the NLD, ethnic nationality groups and other key parties.

-
The immediate and unconditional release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other political prisoners. We are particularly concerned about the twelve (12) Members of Parliament still incarcerated. Further, the SPDC should halt its arbitrary detention practices so that those released will not be re-arrested.

-
The disqualification of Myanmar from being awarded the ASEAN chairmanship in 2006 unless the SPDC implements measurable political reforms, as benchmarked in regional statements and the UN General Assembly resolutions on Myanmar. Further, Myanmar’s membership of ASEAN should be suspended.

-
The activation of an ASEAN Troika on Myanmar informed by lessons gained from the Cambodian experience.

-
Efforts by the UN Secretary General Kofi Annan to raise the issue in the Security Council, including a proposal that his Special Envoy brief the UNSC on the severity of the situation in Burma. 

To this end, we make the commitment to:

-
Table relevant resolutions in our respective parliaments.

-
Join the campaign to ‘adopt’ an imprisoned MP from Myanmar.

-
Lobby our respective governments to support international organizational initiatives to implement pressures on Myanmar for failing to abide by its commitments to reform, including those of the UN General Assembly and the International Labour Organization (ILO). 

-
Initiate the formation of national non-partisan level pro-democracy caucuses on Myanmar in our respective Parliaments. 

-
Establish an Interim ASEAN Inter-Parliamentarian Caucus on democracy in Myanmar (IPC) to be formalized in 2005, in view of the short 18-month period before the formal date for Myanmar’s chairmanship of ASEAN in 2006.  Membership invitations should also be extended to people’s representatives in Laos, Brunei and Vietnam. 

-
Convene a meeting on Myanmar, in tandem with the Inter-Parliamentary Union Assembly in Manila, 3-8 April 2005, that will be also open to Parliamentarians from outside ASEAN. 

-
Organise a delegation to visit Myanmar to meet with all key parties and the authorities. If the SPDC rejects our goodwill efforts, we will consider visiting refugee camps on the Myanmar-Thai border to gain a better understanding of the plight of the people, and to highlight the poor living conditions of the refugees and displaced Burmese people. 

We hereby declare the formation of an interim ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Caucus on Myanmar in order to implement the aims outlined in this statement.

We call on our Parliamentary colleagues from ASEAN member states, Asia, Europe, North America and other parts of the world to work with us in solidarity for the achievement of these aims.

We believe that this forum is a significant step in achieving a breakthrough on Myanmar.  It is time that all key players in the region and the international community, including Parliamentarians and civil society, work collectively to help resolve the crisis in Myanmar.

Kuala Lumpur, 28 November 2004

(
Resolution strongly urging the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) to support the initiative of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Myanmar Caucus (AIPMC) to bring international pressure to bear on the Government of Myanmar to comply with its promise of instituting tangible democratic reforms in the country, including the immediate and unconditional release of Aung San Suu Kyi and other leaders and members of the National League for Democracy (NLD), presented to the 112th Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, Manila, 31 March - 8 April 2005
The ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Myanmar Caucus (AIPMC)

Recalling that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 10 December 1948 sets forth "a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations, to the end that every individual and every organ of society shall strive by teaching and education to promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by progressive measures, national and international, to secure their universal and effective recognition and observance";

Acknowledging that there is a political and humanitarian crisis in Myanmar that is causing massive suffering and that has a spill-over effect on its regional neighbours, seriously affecting regional security through refugee and drug flows, that requires urgent action by all parties involved;

Aware that as a prerequisite of membership to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in 1997, Myanmar committed to abide by certain principles of democratic governance specified by the organization as a result of which its members then justified Myanmar's accession to the ASEAN as a way of engaging it "constructively";

Noting that after over a decade, ASEAN's constructive engagement policy has yet to yield the desired results for change;

Recalling that the Myanmar Military Government known as the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC) has given public commitments to ASEAN members during forums in Phnom Penh and Bali that it is agreeable to political change;

Noting with deep concern that more than seven years after its commitment, SPDC continues to refute the overwhelming victory of the National League for Democracy (NLD) during the 1990 general elections in the country;

Emphasizing that the SPDC convened 28 December 1995 National Convention tasked to draft Myanmar's constitution lacks legitimacy in the absence of democratic standards and without the participation of nine (9) political parties representing 91 % of parliamentary seats;

Deploring that despite the release of some more than 9,000 prisoners many of whom were perceived to be common criminals, NLD leader and Nobel Laureate Daw Aung San Suu Kyi remains under house arrest, Khun Tun Oo, President of the Shan National League for Democracy (SNLD) is also under arrest and Burmese as well as ethnic nationalities continue to experience harassment by the ruling military junta;

Recognizing that the Chairmanship of ASEAN cannot be given to Myanmar in 2006, without undergoing systematic and irreversible change in its governance, as it will have a deleterious impact on ASEAN and its member nations;

Stressing that there is a need for a speedy resolution of the conflict between the ruling SPDC and the other contending forces comprising the National Coalition Government of the Union of Burma (NCGUB), the Members of Parliament Union (MPU) and the ethnic nationalities;

Stressing further that the release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and Khun Tun Oo, legitimate leaders with an integral role in the achievement of the democratic aspirations of the people of Myanmar, is central to the success of any roadmap to democracy but is by no means the only criterion;

Noting that unless democratic reforms are instituted in Myanmar, its 2006 Chairmanship will permanently undermine the ASEAN's political, diplomatic and economic future in the context of the rapid changes which are taking place under the globalization process;

Recalling the many resolutions adopted in recent years by the Inter-Parliamentary Union on issues of human rights, recommending specific action by governments and parliaments to uphold and promote human rights in various areas, including in particular:

-
"Strengthening national structures, institutions and organizations of civil society which play a role in promoting and safeguarding human rights" (Copenhagen, 17 September 1994);

-
"The protection of minorities as a global issue and a prerequisite for stability, security and peace" (Istanbul, 19 April 1996); and,

-
"Promoting greater respect and protection of human rights in general and in particular for women and children" (Beijing, 20 September 1996);

Considering that the United Nations, in General Assembly resolution 51/88, invited States "to review and assess the progress that has been made in the field of human rights since the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, to identify obstacles and ways in which they can be overcome to achieve progress in this area";

Hereby:

1.
Requests the Secretary General of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) to include the issue of Myanmar in the discussions during the 112th IPU Conference to be held in Manila on 03-08 April 2005 in order to facilitate:


(a)
The immediate and unconditional release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other leaders and members of the National League for Democracy (NLD), Khun Tun Oo, detained Burmese parliamentarians-elect as well as other political prisoners;


(b)
The cessation of the ongoing harassment of political parties in Myanmar and the reopening of party offices around the country;


(c)
The declaration of a nationwide ceasefire in Myanmar to pave the way for tripartite dialogue between the regime, ethnic nationalities and NLD; and,


(d)
The cessation of SPDC's systematic violation of human rights in Myanmar, including the use of forced labour, torture, rape and other forms of sexual violence;

2.
Calls on the IPU to extend support and co-operation at the international level to the work of the AIPMC in strongly urging the ASEAN not to allow Myanmar's assumption of the Chairmanship of ASEAN in 2006 unless the SPDC implements measurable political reforms, as benchmarked in regional statements and the UN General Assembly resolutions on Myanmar; and,

3.
Enjoins the Members of the IPU to support AIPMC's initiative of exerting international pressures on Myanmar to comply with its promise of instituting tangible democratic reforms in the country including the immediate and unconditional release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other leaders and members of NLD, Khun Tun Oo, detained Burmese parliamentarians-elect as well as other political prisoners.

[signed]

Honourable Son Chhay (Cambodia), Honourable U Bo Hla Tint (Myanmar), Honourable Datuk Zaid Ibrahim (Malaysia), Honourable U Maung Maung (Myanmar), Honourable Teresa Kok (Malaysia), Honourable Loretta Ann P. Rosales (Philippines), Honourable Lim Kit Siang (Malaysia), Honourable Mario Joyo Aguja (Philippines), Honourable Sen. Jon Ungphakorn (Thailand), Honourable Risa Hontiveros-Baraquel (Philippines), Honourable Wee Ka Siong (Malaysia), Honourable JR Nereus Acosta (Philippines), Honourable Aquilino P. Pimentel (Philippines), Honourable Wang Kai Yuen (Singapore)
Manila, Philippines, 2 April 2005

(
Resolution adopted by the European Parliament on Burma/ASEM

ASEM Summit (Asia-Europe Meeting)

The European Parliament,

–
having regard to its resolution on the Commission working document: 'Perspectives and Priorities for the ASEM Process (Asia-Europe Meeting) into the new decade' of 13 June 2001
, 

–
having regard to its resolution on the Commission Communication on 'Europe and Asia: A Strategic Framework for Enhanced Partnerships' of 5 September 2002
, 

–
having regard to its previous resolutions on Burma, in particular those of 11 April 2002
, 13 March 2003
, 5 June 2003
, 4 September 2003
 and 11 March 2004
,

–
having regard to the Chairman's statement of the Fourth Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM IV) held in Copenhagen from 23 to 24 September 2002,

–
having regard to the Chairman's statement of the Tenth Meeting of ASEAN (Association of South East Asian Nations) Regional Forum of 18 June 2003,

–
having regard to the Declaration of the Third Asia-Europe Parliamentary Partnership Meeting (ASEP III), held in Hue City from 25 to 26 March 2004, 

–
having regard to Burma's membership of ASEAN, and its presidency of ASEAN in 2006,

–
having regard to the Chairman's Statement of the Sixth ASEM Foreign Ministers' Meeting held in Kildare from 17 to 18 April 2004,

–
having regard to the Chairman's statement of the Eleventh Meeting of ASEAN Regional Forum of 2 July 2004,

–
having regard to Council Common Position 96/635/CFSP of 28 October 1996, defined by the Council on the basis of Article J.2 of the Treaty on European Union, on Burma, as renewed and extended by Council Common Position 2003/297/CFSP of 28 April 2003 on Burma
,

–
having regard to the outcome of discussions at the Gymnich Meeting of EU Ministers of Foreign Affairs of 3 and 4 September 2004,

–
having regard to the conclusions adopted by the Council on 13 September 2004, 

–
having regard to the forthcoming ASEM V Summit, to be held from 8 to 9 October 2004 in Hanoi,

–
having regard to Rule 115(5) of the Rules of Procedure,

A.
whereas the ASEM V Summit is part of the ASEM process enabling EU Member States and Asian countries to build an equal Asia-Europe partnership based on the three pillars of political, economic and cultural dialogue,

B.
whereas it is reported that leaders of the ASEAN states have indicated that Burma should be entitled to take part in the ASEM V Summit,

C.
whereas the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC) has failed to respect the results of the last elections held in Burma in 1990, when the National League for Democracy (NLD) won 82% of the vote and yet has been prevented from taking office, regardless of its legal right to do so,

D.
whereas the people of Burma are subject to human rights abuses including forced labour, persecution of dissidents, torture, conscription of child soldiers, serious abuse of ethnic minority women and children by government troops, and forced relocation,

E.
whereas Aung San Suu Kyi remains under house arrest without access to telephone communication and with visitors requiring government permission to see her, the NLD has faced continued harassment, and the National Convention has not allowed genuine open debate,

F.
whereas the release of Aung San Suu Kyi and other detained NLD leaders is an essential precondition for any meaningful dialogue with the regime,

G.
whereas over a thousand political prisoners remain in jail in Burma, and the Burmese Government continues to deny prisoners adequate medical care whilst imprisoned,

H.
whereas the accession of 10 new Member States to the EU necessitates enlargement of ASEM, and Cambodia, Laos and Burma have applied to become members of ASEM,

I.
whereas the Sixth ASEM Foreign Ministers' Meeting held in Kildare in April 2004 laid down clear conditions for Burma's entry into ASEM, including the release of Aung San Suu Kyi as a minimum condition, allowing the NLD to operate freely, and starting genuine political dialogue with pro-democracy and ethnic groups in Burma,

J.
whereas none of these conditions has been fulfilled by the Burmese regime,

K.
whereas the NLD has called for investment sanctions against Burma,

L.
whereas Member States remain among Burma's biggest investors and trading partners,

M.
whereas at their informal meeting at St Gerlach Castle on 3 September 2004 the Foreign Ministers of the 25 European Union countries reached an agreement accepting Burma's participation at the next ASEM Summit, but at a level below head of state/government,

N.
whereas the Council decided that if the Burmese Government had not fulfilled the following three conditions by the time of the ASEM V Summit: the release of Aung San Suu Kyi and other NLD leaders; allowing the NLD to operate freely; and an invitation to the NLD and other political parties to participate freely in the National Convention, it would take further action at its subsequent session on 11 October,


1.
Deplores the decision of the EU Ministers of Foreign Affairs to allow the participation of Burma at the ASEM V Summit and to delay taking further action until after the summit has taken place;


2.
Considers that this decision could give a signal to the Burmese regime that the EU attaches a lessening priority to the release of Aung San Suu Kyi, thereby encouraging it to take further harsh measures against the NLD and its leaders;


3.
Continues to insist that Burma should not attend the ASEM V Summit, and that Burma should not become a member of ASEM, until irreversible political change towards democracy takes place in that country;


4.
Demands the immediate release of and full freedom of movement and expression for Aung San Suu Kyi and other leading NLD members as well as other political prisoners held by the SPDC; 


5.
Calls for all NLD offices currently closed to be allowed to reopen; calls on the SPDC to initiate immediately a meaningful dialogue with the NLD and ethnic groups to bring about a return to democracy and respect for human rights, including ethnic minorities' rights in Burma;


6.
Insists that the SPDC relinquish its grip on power and that the results of the last elections be fully respected, that the National Convention procedures be modified and that a time- frame for its completion be established;


7.
Insists that the EU's Common Policy on Burma should be strengthened immediately and, in addition to the measures proposed by the Council, should also ban the import of goods and services from enterprises owned by the military, military personnel and their associates and ban the import of strategically important goods from sectors of the economy under monopoly, such as gems and timber, and furthermore calls on travel agencies and independent tour operators in the EU to stop promoting and selling tourist visits to Burma;


8.
Calls for an EU envoy to be appointed to work towards securing the release of Aung San Suu Kyi and freedom for the NLD;


9.
Calls on the UN to impose targeted sanctions on Burma, on the UN Security Council to address the situation in Burma as a matter of urgency, and on UN Envoy Razali to be given unrestricted access to Aung San Suu Kyi;


10.
Insists that the recommendations of the UN Special Rapporteur's report of January 2004 be implemented;


11.
Calls on the ASEAN states to join the EU in exerting greater pressure on the SPDC to release Aung San Suu Kyi and other detained NLD members immediately, and to take meaningful steps to exercise their influence over the Burmese regime so as to bring about change for the better in Burma;


12.
Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the governments of the ASEAN and ASEM Member States, Aung San Suu Kyi, the NLD, the SPDC and the UN Secretary-General.
(
Declaration of the Second International Convention for the Restoration of Democracy in Burma (ICRDB) held on 15-17 October 2004

The Second International Convention for the Restoration of Democracy in Burma was held from 15 to 17 October 2004 in New Delhi, India. Total 142 delegates from 14 countries such as Australia, Burma, Canada, Denmark, East Timor, India, Malaysia, Netherlands, Philippines, South Korea, Sweden, Sri Lanka, Thailand and United States of America participated at the convention. The declaration of the Convention is as follow:

-
Recognising that the total denial of democracy, fundamental rights and freedoms and the will of the people of Burma as expressed in the 1990 general elections, the continuation of an illegal military dictatorship and the expanding domination of the military over all aspects of Burmese society, the lack of a comprehensive political solution to the civil war and the continuing gross human rights violations against the people of Burma constitute a serious threat to regional and international security and stability,

-
Being committed to the demand for the unconditional release of all political prisoners, including NLD leaders Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and U Tin Oo,

-
Urging for the cessation of military attacks on ethnic nationality communities,

-
Calling for the initiation of an unconditional, transparent, all inclusive tripartite dialogue, 

-
Strongly believing that the currently suspended National Convention will be unrepresentative so long as the majority of those elected in the 1990 general elections, including the NLD, remain excluded,

-
Highlighting the need to review the current Indian policy towards Burma so as to further the political process to ensure the restoration of democracy in that country, 

The Second International Convention for the Restoration of Democracy in Burma, held from 15th to 17th October, 2004 in New Delhi, India declares its intention to:

1.
Establish a support group of parliamentarians and parliamentary organizations around the world to promote the cause of the restoration of democracy in Burma.

2.
Form an ASEAN and South Asia joint group for democracy and human rights in Burma.

3.
Undertake a visit of delegates of the said group to meet the heads of state/government of ASEAN and South Asian countries for that purpose.

4.
Coordinate with similar groupings and like-minded legislators including but not limited to the European Union and United States Congress. 

5.
Observe January 4, 2005 as an International Day of Solidarity with the Democratic Movement of Burma by holding rallies in all capitals of the world.

6.
Promote the signing of a statement by the heads of all political parties and parliamentarians in  India as well as in other countries. The statement will demand the unconditional release of all political prisoners including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and U Tin Oo, cessation of military attacks on ethnic communities, and the commencement of an unconditional, transparent and all-inclusive tripartite dialogue with the objective of moving towards the establishment of a truly representative democracy in Burma, well before it is due to take the Chair of the ASEAN in 2006.

7.
Create a permanent but flexible structure under the aegis of the ICRDB (International Convention for the Restoration of Democracy in Burma) to implement the above initiatives and undertake advocacy at world fora, particularly the United Nations.

New Delhi, 17 October 2004
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