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PREFACE

This brief report on the situation of IDPs in Mu Traw District in the north of
Burma's Karen State, was first drafted in late 1999. The report was prepared by
the Mu Traw District Section of the CIDKP. Data had been gathered initially
due to the increasing concern at the situation of IDPs in the district during
1998/1999 because of the double disasters of displacement and severely
adverse growing conditions - drought and damage to crops.

The report pin points the dismal conditions for the Karen people throughout
the district, but the desperate situation of specific group in worst hit areas. It
was always the intention to build on the BERG report, Forgotten Victims of a
Hidden War: Internally Displaced Karen in Burma, published in 1998, which
provided the background and general description of the displacement of the
Karen in Kawthoolei. The Mu Traw report has been the first attempt by the
CIDKP to provide more detailed information focussing on a single district. It is
hoped that the report will lead to future publications regarding the situation in
the other Karen districts.

The Mu Traw District report is the first publication of the CIDKP. It was prepared
completely by the Karen working with CIDKP with minimal initial assistance from
BERG. The report was therefore prepared in the Karen language. It was always
intended for publication in Karen and English to reach two distinct audiences - the
international community and the Karen people themselves. This entailed translation
into English and again, BERG provided assistance with the editing of the English
version of the report. However, what may have been clear to the Karen readers of
the Karen text was not always clear to non-Karen readers of the English text. This
led to long drawn out discussion with regard to "meanings". This caused
unfortunate delay in completion of the report while continuing adjustment were
made to the two texts to keep them consistent. There were delays due to CIDKP lack
of experience with producing maps which could be successfully reproduced. This
lengthy process in turn introduced the need by mid 2000 for updating the data. In
order to minimize further delay in completing the report, it was eventually decided
to publish the report as compiled at the end of 1999, with the addition of a brief
update.

Readers are urged to keep in mind that the body of the report reflects the situation
as reported at the end of 1999, but to read the update. From the update it will be
clear that while the disastrous situation for the people of the district continues,
evolution of the situation also continues. With few opportunities of external
intervention to provide relief and/or protection to displaced people, those affected
find their own ways to address their disaster, coming out of hiding and attempting
to accommodate themselves to occupation of their land by the Burma army, or
moving yet again, either within Burma or across the border into Thailand.
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Mu Traw District - IDPs

1. BACKGROUND

Mu Traw District is also called Papun district because the biggest town in the district
is Papun. The district has three townships. They are Loo Thaw, Bu Tho, and Dweh
Lo townships. Most of Mu Traw district is mountainous and the three townships are
named after the mountains which dominate each township. Soil in the Mu Traw
District is fairly fertile, sandy clay and sandy soil. A one acre field can produce 60
baskets (one basket = 46 lbs) of rice. (See maps on pages 5 and 6)

The seasons are usually reliable, but in 1998, there was a drought with serious
repercussions during 1999, although in 1999 the weather appeared to have returned
to normal.

Most of the people in Mu Traw District are Sgaw Karen. There are a few Shan,
Burman and Pa-O, but an estimated 96 percent of the people are Sgaw Karen. The
religions in the district are Animism, Buddhism and Christianity.

The people are mostly farmers. In the plains they cultivate paddy fields and in the
mountains they use shifting cultivation methods. The crops cultivated are rice, sticky
rice, sesame, sugar cane, various ground nuts, betel nut, chilli, cardamom, coconuts
and various kinds of fruit. The people keep pigs, chickens, cows, buffalo and goats,
but for domestic consumption rather than for sale.

In the past, people in Mu Traw District farmed peacefully. Without security
problems and food shortages they stayed in their villages. Their hearts were in the
land they had inherited from their parents and grand parents, good cultivation
land, good weather and clean water.

The situation changed in 1979 when the Burmese government introduced their four
cuts' operation to Mu Traw District. Burma army soldiers came and spread
themselves throughout the district and, with frequent fighting between Burma army
and KNU soldiers, the villagers in the area came to know anxiety and fear.

Burma army soldiers burned villages, looted anything valuable, gold, silver, pigs,
chicken, cows, buffaloes, clothes and rice. Villagers were required to carry heavy
loads and if they could not do this, they were sometimes killed. Women were
sometimes raped.

Because of such things, many of the villagers dare not show themselves to the
Burma army soldiers and flee to the jungle and hide away from their village for their
safety. The result is that the villagers are then considered as KNU people and, if
caught, they are treated badly or killed. Old people, men, women and children are
not spared. Because of this, villagers in Loo Thaw township especially must live in
fear and be alert all the time. When there were not many Burma army soldiers in the
area, it was easier as there were plenty of places to hide. Increasing numbers of
Burma army soldiers in the district makes it more difficult to hide.

In Bu Tho and Dweh Lo townships, some of the villages were located near the road.
The Burma army soldiers have settled there and although the villagers wanted to
escape, there were few places to hide and no security for a large number, so in those
areas many villagers had no choice except to meet with the Burma army soldiers.
Those who did so had to do forced labour and work as army porters. SPDC schools
are to be found in the main towns and on the old main road. (See map on page 25)
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From 1996 the number of Burma army soldiers in Mu Traw District rose to 21
battalions and they become more active. In 1997 the houses and rice barns in 130
villages over all three townships were destroyed by burning. The villagers dared not
to go back to their villages and remained hiding in the jungles and mountains. These
are the people now referred to as the internally displaced people (IDPs).

Burned village

Abandoned village
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Topography of Mu Traw District
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Village Tracts in Mu Traw District
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