How people (particularly Buddhists) can help to make the UN system better

In a sense, the United Nations has a similar origin to Buddhism, in that it seeks a cure from suffering -- in the case of the UN, born out of the 2nd World War, this was presented as the undertaking 

“to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to mankind, and to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small, and to establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations  arising from treaties and other sources of international law can be maintained, and to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom  (from the preamble to the UN Charter).

Its  prescriptions are clearly different from the Buddhist approach, being couched in international political language and addressed to peoples and nations  rather than to individuals, but I think that Buddhists might recognise the spirit of kalyanamitra in:

“to practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another as good neighbours, and to unite our strength to maintain international peace and security, and to ensure, by the acceptance of principles and the institution of methods,  that armed force shall not be used, save in the common interest, and to employ international machinery for the promotion of the economic and social advancement of all peoples”  (from the preamble to the UN Charter).

The substantial difference  in the “kalyanamitra projects” of the UN and Buddhism, is that the diagnosis and prescriptions of Buddhism are based in a critique of mind – the origin of suffering in a number of mental factors such as hatred, greed and delusion, and the prescription of the 8-fold path of right action, right awareness etc. 

It is these differences which suggest where Buddhism’s main contributions towards UN reform might lie. At the political level, the world is facing a group identity crisis. The nation State (itself a fairly recent invention)  is assailed from above by such regional groupings as the European Community, and from below by the claims for self-determination by peoples incorporated into States against their will, frequently in the course of colonialism. At the economic level, globalisation, the attempt to impose a rather crude and unwieldy international system of trade and investment is threatening local economies and cultures.

The UN system is, rather unsuccessfully, trying to manage
