Established 1914

“NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

Volume XTIV, Sumber 11

15t Waxing of Kasen 1368 ME

Thursday, 3T April, 26

Four political objectives
*  Stability of the State, community peace |
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and

* Building of a new modern developed "
nation in accord with the new State
Congtitution

Four economic objectives

* Deveopment of agriculture as the base and all-round * Uplift of the morale and morality Of
development of other sectorsof the economy aswell

order * Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic * Uplift of national prestige and integ-
* National reconsolidation system I L rity and preservation and safeguard-
* Emergence of a new enduring State * Development of the economy inviting participation in ing of cultural heritage and national
Congtitution terms of technical know-how and investments from character

sour ces inside the country and abroad * Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
Theinitiativeto shape the national economy must be kept * Uplift of health, fitness and education
in thehands of the Stateand the national peoples .

Fouor social o hj_eci"wes

the entire nation

standards of the entire nation

Senior General Than Shwe
fdicitates Presdent of
Serbia and Montenegro

YANGON, 27 April— Senior General Than Shwe, Chair-
man of the State Peace and Development Council of the
Union of Myanmar, has sent a message of felicitations to
His Excellency Mr Svetozar Marovic, President of Serbia
and Montenegro, on the occasion of the National Day of
Serbia and Montenegro, which falls on 27 April 2006.

MNA

Senior General Than Shwe sends |
message of felicitations to President
of Republic of South Africa

YANGON, 27 April— Senior General Than Shwe, Chair-
man of the State Peace and Development Council of the
Union of Myanmar, has sent a message of felicitations to
His Excellency Mr Thabo M Mbeki, President of the
Republic of South Africa, on the occasion of the Freedom
Day of the Republic of South Africa, which falls on 27 April
2006. — MNA

Vice-Senior General

Colonel General

Maung Aye receives
Russian Deputy Chief of Staff (Army)
Moltenskoi Vladimir |

NAY PY| TAW, 26 April — Vice-Chairman of  Chief of Staff (Army) of the Russian Federation

Also present at the call were Member of the

the State Peace and Development Council of the Colonel General Moltenskoi Vladimir | and good- State Peace and Development Council General
Union of Myanmar Deputy Commander-in-Chief of ~ will delegation members of the Russian Federation Thura Shwe Mann of the Ministry of Defence,
Defence Services Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice- a Bayintnaung Yeiktha of the Ministry of Defence Members of the State Peace and Development
Senior General Maung Aye received visiting Deputy  in Nay Pyi Taw City, at 9.30 am today.
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aung Aye receives visiting Deputy Chief of Staff (Army) of the Russian Federation
Colonel General Moltenskoi Vladimir | at Bayintnaung Yeiktha of Ministry of Defence in Nay Pyi Taw City—MNA
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Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Make the most effective use

of vacant and virgin land

With the purpose of boosting the agri-
cultural production, the government is taking
various measures such as building dams and
river water pumping stations, disseminating
cultivation methods, digtributing agricultural
equipment and providing quality strains. Plans
are being implemented to strengthen the na-
tional wealth by modernizing the agriculture
sector, by boosting rice production and by ex-
tending the cultivation of industrial crops and
beans and pulses. At the same time, require-
ments are being fulfilled constantly for cultiva-
tion of new variety of crops, marketable crops
and vegetables as this can increase farmers
income.

In striving for the increased production
of the agriculture sector, it is necessary to re-
claim vacant and virgin land, to increase the
cultivation capacity and per-acre yield of each
crop and to minimize loss and wastage. In the
fiscal year 2006-2007, efforts are being made
to put 500,000 acres of farmland under
monsoon paddy and 150,000 acres under sum-
mer paddy in Kayin State and to meet thetar-
get for the cultivation of physic nut.

Bio-diesel derived from physic nut can
be used in tractors, water pumps and genera-
tors. Moreover, crushed physic nut can be use
as natural fertilizer. Therefore, cultivation of
physic nut can contribute toward agriculture
aswel as supply of electricity to villages. Peo-
ple in rural areas should grow physic nut in
their gardens and on all the vacant and virgin
land available.

In Kayin State, farmers grow monsoon
paddy, summer paddy, corn, edible oil crops
and vegetables as double cropping. In Hpa-an
and Hlaingbwe Townships, plantations of sum-
mer paddy and vegetables are flourishing. In
Hlaingbwe Township, a dam isunder construc-
tion and, on completion, it will be abletoirri-
gate 3,000 acres of monsoon and summer paddy
and supply drinking water.

The government is fulfilling requirements
and providing assistance for rural and urban
development and food sufficiency. At such a
time like this, we would like to call on farmers
to extend the cultivation of monsoon and sum-
mer paddy and various kinds of crops by mak-
ing the most effective use of vacant and virgin
land available.
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* Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Oppose those trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

i R
Minister attends opening
of GOS Course

i =)

YANGON, 26 April — Minister for Communi-
cations, Posts and Telegraphs Brig-Gen Thein Zaw
addressed the opening ceremony of Government
Online System Course (GOS) (01/06-07) (Full Time)
a the CPT Ministry in Nay Pyi Taw City yesterday.

A total of 64 trainees are attending a two-
week course. After the ceremony, the minister in-
spected computers, lecture hall and e-library a two
training halls. — MNA

i

Foreign Miniger sends
message of felicitations to
Sarbia and Montenegro

YANGON, 27 April— U Nyan Win, Minister
for Foreign Affairs of the Union of Myanmar, has
sent a message of feicitations to His Excellency
Mr Vuk Draskovic, Minigter of Foreign Affars
of Serbia and Montenegro, on the occasion of the
National Day of Serbia and Montenegro, which
fdls on 27 April 2006.

MNA
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Minister Brig-Gen Thein Zaw speaking at opening of Government Online System Course._
COMMUNICATIONS
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President of Supreme Court of Russian Federation ‘

visits Chaukhtatkyi Pagoda, Gems Mart

YANGON, 26 April
—Visgiting President of
Supreme Court of the
Russian Federation Mr
Vyachedav M Lebedev
and party arrived at
Chaukhtatkyi  Shwe-
thalyaung Reclining Bud-
dha Image on Shwe-
gondine Road in Bahan
Township this morning.
They offered flowers,
lights and joss sticks to
the image and Secretary
of Pagoda Board of Trus-
tees U Soe Nyunt ex-
plained the history and
sdient points of the Bud-
dha Image.

Next, the President
of Supreme Court of
Russian Federation
signed the visitors' book
and presented the souve-
nir to the Pagoda Board
of Trustees.

At 2 pm, the Presi-
dent of Supreme Court of
Russian Federation and
party visited Myanma
Gems Mart on Kaba Aye
Pagoda Road.

MNA

intimidated

All this needs to be known
* Do not be frightened whenever

* Do not be bolstered whenever flattered
* Do not be softened whenever appeased

-
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President of Supreme Court of the Russian Federation

Mr Vyachedav M Lebedev and party visit Myanma Gems Mart.

MNA

Market boat |leaves
on 6 May

YANGON, 26 April — Mya Ayeya market
boat of Inland Water Transport will leave
Botahtaung No 6 Jetty for Mandalay on 6 May.

Those wishing to sell goods aboard the
ship may contact Cargo Transport Division (Tel-
292199 and 292319).

The sellers from other states and divisions
may contact | W T manager offices in Maubin,
Danubyu, Hinthada, Myanaung, Kyangin, Pyay,
Thayet, Aunglan and Magway. — MNA




Tourists pass
by the Paris
Opera on a
- - Velovisit in
L Paris, on 24
April, 2006.
The new bike
has seven
seats designed
for a driver
and six
passengers
who sitin a
circle and can
chat while
pedalling.
INTERNET
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: Oxygen to be offered on trains !

to Tibet

e o s s e T — ———— — —————————— -

LHASA, 25 April—The
world’s highest and
longest plateau railroad,
China's Qinghai-Tibet
railway, will haveasupply
of oxygen on trains to
combat the effects of
altitude sickness on
passengers during its trial
operation in July.

“Oxygen will be
supplied by using a sys-
tem like central air-
conditioning on trains,
which can make the
oxygen contentin car riages

Baocheng, deputy manager
of the Qinghai-Tibet
Railways Company.

Oxygen masks will
also be installed under
seats in carriages, which
passengerscanusein case
they still feel sick, Masaid.

In addition, each train
will have a doctor and a
nurse for emergency
treatment of passengers,
according to Ma.

The 1,956-kilome-
tre-long Qinghai-Tibet
Railway links Xining,

of Qinghai, to Lhasa,
capital of southwestern
China'sTibet Autonomous
Region. Thetrial operation
will belaunched on 1 July.
Some 960 kilometres
of its tracks are located
4,000 metres above
sea level and the highest
point is 5,072 metres,
at least 200 metres higher
than the Peruvian railway
in the Andes, which
was formerly the world’'s
most elevated track.

MNA/Xinhua
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i Devdoping sates challenge US |

on UN reform plans !

UNITED NATIONS, 25 April—Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s plans to
'streamline the UN bureaucracy would be doomed if proposals from a

Ipower ful group of developing nations were adopted, US Ambassador John i

IBoIton said on Monday.

South Africa,

i But South Afri-
ca's UN ambassador,
Dumisani Kumalo,

I speaking on behalf of 132 the

developing countries,

said unless the UN reform spoke to reporters before

effort was changed it
Bwould benefit rich
nations at the expense of

represented by Ambassador
I Dumisani Kumalo, pictured here in March 2006,

submitted on behalf of more than 130 countries a
i motion that would block all reforms proposed by
i UN  Secretary.—INTERNET

isinchargeof the budget.
The committee planned
another heated session on
Thursday but Kumalo
insisted any negotiations
had to be on the basis of ’
his draft resolution. 1
Kumalo’ :sseven-pageIl
resolution seeks eva- i
luations on issues such as
how Annan's proposals;I
UN 1

—— ———

# would improve
- effectiveness and theI
impact of previous

| reforms. Italsochallengesl
hispleafor moreflexibility
inmoving around staff and
resources.” If adopted, (it) ]
would prevent any
forward movement onthe
Secretary-General’'s |
recommendations, and it l
would be a debacle for ll
the reform process and I
effectively could spell the ll

poor ones. He accused
Washington and others
of attempting to paint
world body as
“dysfunctional.” Bothmen

and after a meeting ofthe | end  of the reforml]
UN General Assembly's | Process” Bolton said. |
financial committee, which MNA/Reuters 1
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reach 80 per cent of that in
plain areas,” said Ma

capital of China's
northwestern province

Periodic comet toreturn
above Earth in mid-May

NANJING, 25 April—A periodic comet, 73P/
Schwassmann-Wachmann, will make another close
approach to Earthinmid-May, and people are likely to
be able to see it with their naked eye, a Chinese
scientist said.

The major part of Comet 73P, whose appearance
resembles a dandelion, is expected to be 10 million
kilometres from the Earth, on 12 May, said Wang
Sichao, a researcher with the Purple Mountain
Observatory under the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

The comet, discovered by A Schwassmann and A
A Wachmann of Germany’s Hamburg Observatory on
2 May, 1930, had split into three fragments on its last
return in 1995. — MNA/Xinhua

Nine Kkilled by storm in
eastern India

KOLKATA, 25 April —At least nine
people were killed and scores injured in
atropical stormthat hitthe eastern Indian
city of Kolkata and surrounding districts
overnight. The storm, accompanied by
rains, snapped power lines and uprooted
trees stalling traffic on city roads late
Monday, West Bengal state’s inspector
general of police Rg Kanojia said on
Tuesday.

Biswarup Mukherjee, a spokesman
for Kolkata Electric Supply Limited,
said large areas of the city had been
without power. The storm also threw rail
and air services into disarray, he said.

Ship confirmed sunk in
Bohai Saawith 10 missng
TIANJIN, 25 April—A cargo boat which was
reported missing in the Bohai Sea of north China

mor e than two months ago has been found sunk in
theseawith 10 peopleaboard missing, local maritime

authorities said Monday.

The missing were
unlikely to have survived,
said Cheng Rumang, an
official with the Maritime
Affairs Administration of
Tianjin, a port city which
is more than 70 sea

to Tianjin after it took some
500 tons of sand in
Caofeidian, an island of
northern Hebei Provincein
the Bohai around 8 pm on
20 February this year and
bad weather was blamed

GC Bose, director of the regional
meteorological office in Kolkata, said
the storm packed windspeeds of up to
109 kilometres (68 miles) per hour.

He forecast more winds and rains for
Tuesday in Kolkataanditsoutlying areas.
Of the nine dead, four were electrocuted
when overhead electricity lines gave way
in the winds, Kanojia said. Two others
died when their houses collapsed while
three were crushed when trees fell on
their vehicles, he said. Many flights in
and out of Kolkata were delayed due to
the storm with some diverted, an airport
spokesman said.—Internet

for the accident, said
Cheng.—MNA/Xinhua

miles away from the site
where the boat was
found. The boat was
reported missing onitsway

Philippine mily
chopper wrecked

after emergency

landing

MANILA, 26 April —
A helicopter of the
Philippine Air Force was
totally damaged after it
crashedinaremotevillage
in Bulacan, northern
Philippines on Monday
afternoon while on an
escort mission, a military
official said.

All three officers and
men on board the MG 520
helicopter were unhurt,
said Air Force deputy
spokesman Augusto Dela
Pena. — MNA/Xinhua

= |
An artist’s conception of the CI;:dSat satellite, the
most advanced radar designed to measure the
properties of clouds. NASA has postponed for a fifth
time the launch of two satellites designed to help
unlock the secrets of Earth’s cloud cover. —INTERNET

Pertaminato sl
biodiesd fud

JAKARTA, 25 April—Indonesia's state-owned oil and
gas company PT Pertamina will sell environmentally
friendly biodiesel fuel beginning next month in abid to
reduce the use of fossil fuel in the country, a newspaper
reported on Monday.

The company said that in the first stage it would sell
two types of biodiesel fuel, B10 and B5, in severa
gasoline stations in Jakarta. —MNA/Xinhua
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Chinesewoman Zhang Ting (C) pullsthreecarsusing her hair
duringastunt performanceat apark in Nanjing, capital of east China's
Jiangsu Provinceon 24 April 2006. Zhang successfully pulled

thethreecarsfor 20 metres—INTERNET

UNSG candidate calls
for balanced social
development in Asia

BOAO (Hainan), 25 April — A candidate for the
position of next United Nations secretary-general
on Sunday called on the world community to pay
more attention to unbalanced global social
development, particularly in Asia.

Jayantha Dhanapala,
senior adviser to the
President of Sri Lanka,
pointed out at the Boao
Forum for Asiathat one-
fifth of theworld still lives
on adaily income of less
than one US dollar.

A report from the
Asian Development Bank
showed that Asia
registered some 1.75
billion labourersat theend
of 2005, with 500 million
others suffering from
underemployment or un-
employment.

Theregion' sworkforce
will see another 245
million people in the
coming decade, the bank
predicted.

“Future stability and
growth will therefore
depend on creating 750
million jobs in the next

decade,” said Dhanapala
Dhanapa a, also former
UN under-secretary-
genera for Disarmament,
urged Asian nations to
improve policies con-
cerning corruption, food
security and development
of rural regions.
MNA/Xinhua

Arocket containing
the CALIPSOand
CloudSat satellitesat
VandenbergAir
ForceBase (VAFB)
in California. NASA
haspostponedfor a
fifth timethelaunch
of two satellites
designedtohelp
unlock thesecretsof
Earth'scloud cover,
dueto high winds.
INTERNET

Anthrax outbreak reported
in west of Britain

LONDON, 25 April — Two cowshavedied of anthrax on abeef farm in south
Wales which last had a case of the deadly disease 35 years ago, the Welsh
Assembly Government said in a statement.

Tests were conducted
following the sudden degths
of five cows a the farm.

The statement, which
was issued late Sunday,
said that anthrax spores
may persist for many
years in the environment
and an investigation was
underway to see if the
current outbreak was

related to the earlier one.

Christianne Glossop,
chief veterinary officer for
Wales, said therewasno
threat to the public,
farmers or any other
livestock in the area.

No cettle from the fam
have been sent for thefood
chain for dmost 12 months.

Anthrax is now avery

rarediseasein Britainand
last occurred in Walesin
2002 and prior to that in
Scotland in 1997. It was
much more common in
theprevious century, with
more than 1,000 cases in
some years, but the
number of casesdeclined
sharply in the 1980s and
1990s. — MNA/Reuters

Russian missilesto be equipped with
newly-tested war head

MOSCOW, 25 April —
Russia plans to equip al
of its missiles with anew
warhead which was
successfully tested on
Saturday, from 2008, its

First Shakespear € scompleteworks
festival launched

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON (Britain), 25 April— Britain'smajor company for

Shakespear€'s plays launched officially on Sunday night its biggest ever
festival, inviting theater companiesfrom acr ossthecountry and world tojoin
in aunique, year-long celebration of Shakespear €'s complete works.

The Roya Shakespeare companies basad in Britain. festival took place over

Company (RSC) isstaging
dl of Shakespeare's 37
plays, sonnets and long
poems from April 2006 to
April 2007 in Stretford-
upon-Avon, the mid-
England town where
Shakespeare was born and
died.

The Complete Works
Fedtival runswith 23 RSC
shows, 17 internationa
productions and 14
produced by visiting

Thefedtival aso presents
afull programme of events
that will apped to thester
and non-thester goersalike.
Theseinclude post and pre-
show talks with actors,
directors and members
of the creative team;
workshopswith wig, make-
up and props practitioners;
family days; practical
workshops; live music;
debate and exhibitions.

Theofficid launch of the

Shakespeare's birthday
weekend with a Montague
vs Capulet football match,
behind the scenes work-
shops, live music and
spectacular  fireworks
display by the river Avon
on Sunday night.

The festival opens
with Nancy Meckler's
production of "Romeo and

"Antony and Cleopatra
MNA/Xinhua

Deputy Prime Minister
and Defence Minister,
Sergei Ivanov said on
Monday.

“Last Saturday, we
began officia flight tests

for the—arming of
promising missilesystems
whichwill gointoservice
in 2008,” lvanov was
quoted by theI TAR-TASS
news agency as saying
when he reported to
Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin, “that is of
landmark significancefor
us and the country”.
lvanov said that the
successful tests confirmed

that its missile systems
would be equipped with the
new warhead, beginning
from |ate 2006.

The minister said that
both single and multiple
warhead options were
envisaged.

“They have been unified
and areto be supplied both
to the Strategic Missile
Forces and the Navy,”
Ilvanov  ssid—MNAXinua

Girlsmuch quicker than
boysat timed tasks

WASHINGTON, 25 April
—A new study of 8,000
people age 2 to 90 found
females handle timed
tasks more quickly than
males. The difference is
most pronounced among
pre-teens and teenagers.

“If you look at the
ability of someone to
perform well in a timed
situation, femaes have a
big advantage,” said
Stephen Camarata of
Vanderbilt University.

Juliet” and Gregory Doran's A member of therescuepersonnel team adjusts hishelmet near a collapsed

The study did not
reved significant overall
intelligence difference by
gender, however.

“To truly understand a
person’soveral ability, it
is important to also
look a performance in
untimed situations,”
Camarata said. He thinks
educators should pay
attention to the results at
a time when girls are
generaly out-performing
boys in school.—Internet

bridge crossing themotorway E45 north of Aalborg, Denmark,
on 25 April, 2006. —INTERNET
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ener gy-efficient “ green”

i' Study saysblack holesare
|
I

WASHINGTON, 25 April — Black holes turn out to be “green.” These
I monstrous matter-sucking drains in space are the most fuel-efficient engines
lin the univer se, resear chers said on Monday.

I Just how efficient? If
1 a car could use this kind
I of engine, it could
|theoretica|ly go about a
I billion miles (1.6 hillion
I kilometres) on a gallon
I (45 litres) of gas, said
I Steve Allen of Stanford
| University in California

I Unfortunately, no
| earthly car could do this,
I as black holes are fueled
Iby matter lured by the
I holes' vast gravity. Their
|pu|| is so strong that
Inothing, not even light,

can escape.
I Most of the energy

released by this matter as it thousands of light-years
gets close to the black hole’'s across. A light-year isabout
point of no return — known 6 trillion miles (10 trillion
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as the event horizon —
shows up in the form of
high-energy jets, which
spew forth from mag-
netized disks of gas.

Thesejets speed away
from the black hole at
speeds up to 95 per cent of

the speed of light, which is regions of nine giant

186,000 miles (300,000

kilometres) per second, and view gave the scientists an

create huge bubblesin the
hot cosmic gas of the

galaxies. These bubbles can was available.

measure hundreds or even |
k__--------------------—---------------_-----——--------"

kilometres), the distance
light travelsin ayear.

To come up with their
fuel-efficiency estimate,
Allen and his colleagues
used NASA’s orbiting
Chandra X-Ray Observa-
tory to peer into the inner

elliptical galaxies. This

Artist's impressi
idea of how much matter
— the black holes' fuel —

MNA/Reuters |

on illustrates the tremendous gravitational pull of a giant black
hole on a passing star. The supermassive black holes that dot outer space are the
"most fuel efficient engines' in the universe, according to the findings of a new
US study that used a powerful NASA X-ray observatory to observe nine vast
black holes—INTERNET

Dancersfrom Saint Petersburg's Ice Ballet perform during a show at the
Jorge I saacs theatre in Cali, Colombia, on 25 April, 2006. —INTERNET

Avian influenza virus confirmed in 4th
province of Afghanistan

KABUL, 25 April— The
killervirusof HSN1Avian
influenza has been
detected in the fourth
province of Afghanistan,
said a Pressrelease issued
by the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization
(FAO) on Monday.

"According to the
results of tests, H5N1
Highly Pathogenic Avian
Influenza cases have been
definitely confirmed in
four provinces, namely
Kabul, Nangarhar, Logar
and Kapisa," said the Press
release.Earlier theagency,
through tests conducted in
FAO's laboratory in Italy,
had confirmed the spread
of epidemic in three
provinces, including the
country's capital city
Kabul.

Kapisa is the fourth
province wherethe deadly
virus of H5N1 has been
confirmed while the
neighbouring provinces of
Parwan and Laghman
have been classified as
"highly suspected".

The FAO has so far
conducted tests on 103
samples Afghanistan's
birds in its Italy's
laboratory since February.
However, no case of
transmitting the diseaseto
human has been reported
so far. —MNA/Xinhua

areport has claimed.
The Oil Ministry’s
inspector general Ali al-
Alaak said graft and
smuggling are the main
threat to Irag’s economy.
He called on policy-
makers to better protect
infrastructure such as
pipelines and catch corrupt
officials. Irag has the
world’s third-largest oil
reserves and the revenue
from its sale is needed to
rebuild the country.

o i

Fall River soldier killed in Iraq
BAGHDAD, 25 April —A soldier from Fall River
was killed in aroadside bombing in Irag, Department
of Defence officials announced Tuesday.

Michael Bouthot, 19, was serving in the Army when
he was killed on Saturday.

Bouthot graduated from Diman Regional V ocational
Technical High School in 2004. He enlisted in the
Army the following summer.

Bouthot was one of three Americans who died in
when aroadside bomb detonated near his Humvee in
Baghdad.—Inter net

Mr Alaak estimates that
some$4.2bn (£2.3bn; 3.4bn
euros) worth of oil-related
products were smuggled
out of Iraq last year, while
crude was stolen directly
from the country’ sleaking
and pipelines. “We really
arelosingbillions,” hesaid.

“The corruption in the
ail sector and smuggling of
ail productsto neighbouring
countries are the most
important reasons behind
thelossof billionsof dollars,
and thesetwo problemsare
the biggest threat to Irag's
economy,” he said.

He added that the
campaign of violence has
intensified against sensitive

Iraq ail hit by graft and attacks

BAGHDAD, 25April —Iraq'soil industry isbeingcrippled by corruption at
atimewhen insurgentshave stepped up attackson thenation'sinfrastructure,

sites. “Every time we fix
the problems because of
those attacks, the next day
or afew days|ater they can
attack the same site,” he
explained in Baghdad.

Another problem is that
it has taken longer to
upgrade pipelinesand other
oil equipment.

“We have done about
30% or 35% of what we
had listed for 2005,” he
explained. "Thisisareally
big problem.

“When we increase our
production in the south we
cannot push more through
thepipelinebecauseit can’ t
handle the pressure.”

Internet

Thousands tons of chicken
not sold in Belgium

BRUSSELS, 25 April — Some 22,000 tons of chicken
meat failed to be sold in Belgium as aresult of the bird

flu alert.

Meanwhile, whole-sal ers acrossthe European Union
(EU) got stuck with 300,000 tons of unwanted chicken
meat, according to figuresrel eased by the EU executive
European Commission on Monday.

During the first three months of the year chicken

Ellen MacArthur, thefastest solo sailor runs on her trimaran sailing in Hong
Kong on Tuesday, 25 April, 2006. MacArthur and her team attempt setting new
records Asia Record Circuit 2006' which is a circuit attempts to establish new
crewed record times over 10 different legs between kgyports of Japan, South

Korea, Mainland China and Taiwan, Hong Kong,
Singapore. —INTERNET

Vietnam, Malaysia and

prices fell by up to 30 per cent in Belgium, but the
sector has meanwhile recovered somewhat. At present
some 22,000 tons of chicken is languishing in Belgian
freezers. Half themeat consistsof chickenlegsintended
for export across the EU. — MNA/Xinhua

Car bomb kills2in
Baghdad’s Sadr City

BAGHDAD, 26 April — A bomb inside a minibus
exploded in a market area in Baghdad’'s Sadr City
Shiite slum on Tuesday, killing two people and
wounding five, police said.

Sadr City, in eastern Baghdad, is a stronghold of
radical Shiite cleric and militia leader Moqtada al-
Sadr, who is a member of the ruling Shiite coalition.

The blast damaged shop fronts in a commercial
street and turned the bus into a mangled wreck.

MNA/Reuters
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Workers at a construction site in Berlin's Alexanderplatz square. Business
confidence in Germany rose to its highest level in 15 years in April,
underlining the robustness of the ongoing recovery of Europe's biggest

economy.—INTERNET

29th regional FAO conference begins

iInVen ezuea

CARACAS, 26 April—TheUnited NationsFood and Agricultural Organization's
29th Latin American and Caribbean conference began on Monday in Caracas
with a Press conference by F A O regional chief Jose Grazino Da Silva.

Da Silva said the
conference had drawn
ministers from 33 Latin
American and Caribbean
countries to discuss topics
like food security and
fighting hunger and
poverty.

The UN millennium
development goals,
espoused by the FAO,
include halving the
region’s hunger rates
by 2015 and finally
eradicating it along with
extreme poverty by 2025.

I World Bank criticized over anti-malariaefforts !

T —————— ————— —— —— —— ————— ——— — —— — — ————
LONDON, 26 April— Public health experts criticized the World Bank on Tuesday for failing to tackle
malariain hard-hit countries while millions of children have died.

They said the Bank,
which has an annual
budget of 20 billion US
dollars, has concealed
the amount of money it
spends to fight the ill-
ness, funded ineffective
treatment, reduced its
expert staff and published
false statistics about its
efforts.

Professor Amir Attaran
of the Institute of
Population Health at the
University of Ottawa in
Canada and his colle-
agues said the World
Bank’'s programme
in  2005-2010 was
inadequate to reverse its
history of neglect for
malaria.

“They have made
decisions which have
killed avery large number
of childrenthroughout the
world,” Attaran said in an

interview.

“The reality isthat the
Bank got it dreadfully
wrong on malaria in a
number of ways,” he said.

Suprotik Basu, public
health specialist on the
Bank's malaria team,
rejected the accusation,
saying developing
countries were insisting
that the World Bank stay
engaged in the fight
against malaria

“Any insinuation that
the Bank’s support for
malaria control in Africa
or worldwide has been
responsible for the deaths
of children is misleading
and grotesquely in-
correct,” he said.

Malaria, a parasitic
disease transmitted by
mosquitoes, kills more
than a million people a
year, mostly young

Thailand retainsworld’s
largest rice exporter

BANGKOK, 26 April — Thailand still retains its
status as the world’s largest exporter of rice in
terms of volume and value, with Vietnam coming
second, Thai Department of Foreign Trade said on

Monday.

Rachane Pojanasun-
torn, the department’'s
director-general, was
quoted by the Thai News
Agency as saying the
country’s rice exports in
thefirst quarter of thisyear
reaching 1.79 million tons,
worth 22.64 billion baht
(567.4millionUSdollars).

The price of exported
Thai rice is around 317
US dollars per ton on
average.

Hewas confident that
the export volume and
value would continue to

Its volume for this
year is expectedto reach a
target of 7.5 million tons,
up 2.7 per cent from that
of last year.

Vietnam set a target
to export 5 milliontons of
rice this year, down from
5.28 milliontonslast year.

In the first quarter of
this year, Vietnam
exported 1.1 million tons
of rice. Because of this,
Thailand and Vietnam still
retained the world’s first
and second rankings as
major rice exporters.

MNA/Xinhua

children in Africa
Attaran and his
colleagues described the
Bank'stechnical expertise
as insufficient and said
it was institutionally
unsuited to deliver
excellence on malaria.
“We summarize the
evidence, show that the
Bank possesses demon-

strably little experience
in malaria, and argue
that the Bank should
relinquish its funding to
other agencies better
placed to control the
disease,” Attaran said in
areport published online
by The Lancet medical
journal.

MNA/Xinhua

Earthquake hits Eag
Nusa Tenggara, Indonesa

JAKARTA, 26 April—
An earthquake measuring
5.6 on the Richter Scale
shook Indonesia's East
Nusa Tenggara (NTT)
Province on Monday
night, but there were still
no reports of damage or
fatalities.

According to the
Meteorology and
Geophysics Agency in
Jakarta, the tremour was
located at 8.57 degrees
south Latitude and
119.63 east Longitude,
with its epicentre in a
depth of 184 kilometres

d

in the sea, Antara news
agency reported on
Tuesday.

MNA/Xinhua

At present, one of the
region’ shiggest challenges
is plummeting agricultural
goods prices, which are
making peasants poorer.
Some farmers have been
reduced to extreme poverty
as aresult of the situation,
Da Silvatold reporters.

Venezuela's Land and
Agriculture Minister Elias

Jaua Milano outlined
at the Press conference
Venezuela's efforts to
boost agricultural pro-
duction and help the poor
by providing cheapfinance
to food producers and
subsidized or totally free
food to the country's
poorest citizens.
MNA/Xinhua

§i 3

A model shows a dress by Australian designer

Gorman at Australian Fashion Week in Sydney,
on 26 April, 2006. —INTERNET

Singapore launches
Food Safety Programme

SINGAPORE, 26 April
— Singapore on Tuesday
launched a Food Safety
Programme which is
based on the Hazard
Analysis and Critical
Control Point (HACCP),
an internationally recog-
nized food safety manage-
ment system.

“Through this
programme, HACCP
consultants will work

closely with the com-
panies to understand,
assess and improve their
operations and food safety
practices,” Minister for
Trade and Industry Lim
Hng Kiang said when

g —_—

Villagers bring in a victim of a grenade blast for treatment at a hospital in

Srinagar, India, on 25 April, 2006. —INTERNET

announcing the pro-
gramme at the opening of
thisyear’ s Food and Hotel
Asiatrade show.
Regarding food safety
asacompetitive advantage
for Singapore’s food
sector, Lim pointed out
that HACCP can helplocal
food and beverage (F&B)
players expand overseas
and assure visitors and
local people that the food
is safe for consumption
here. The Standards,
Productivity and Inno-
vation Board (SPRING
Singapore), which
initiated the programme
with the Restaurant
Association of Singapore,
has earmarked one million
Singapore dollars (about
629,000 US dollars) to
help another 200 F&B
companies become
HACCP-certified in the
next three years, accord-
ing to Lim.
MNA/Xinhua
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As we all know, today our Government has membersat al levelsin the Statesand Divisionstry to
been taking all the necessary stepsto build a peaceful, ensure that @l children of school going age get the
modern and developed nation. Through the imple- chance to go to school and complete their primary
mentation of various nationd plans, effortsare con-  education. Moreover, stipends, school uniforms and
tinuously made to set up the proper infrastructures all stationery are provided for the needy students. For
throughout the country. Border areas development non-formal education, township and branch associa-
projects and rural development tasks are being car-  tions supervise and organize the opening of 3-R courses,
ried out in order to bring forth the all-round propor-  voluntary night schools, evening classes and reading-
tionate development in each and every region. While circlesto speed up the reading rate of those who have
the government istrying its best in its efforts towards finished the basic 3-R course. Inaway MMCWA is
its goals, MMCWA members, as part of the nation’s helping to eradicateilliteracy and increaseliteracy rate
strength, have also been going hand-in-hand by en-  of the country.

gaging themsdlves in their voluntary work for the The role of the associations is more evident in

development and welfare of the people.
The year 2006 marks the 16th anniversary of
Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare Association

the hedlth area, especialy in the remote places away
fromthe hospitals, clinics, and dispensaries. MMCWA
hasatotal of 91 maternity homes operating throughout

(MMCWA) which was established in April, 1991 as the whole country. Primarily, these maternity homes
a voluntary organization dedicated to serving the are established to provide accessible, quality and ap-
Myanmar society in promoting the health and well-  propriate ante-natd care, safe delivery, post-natd care
being of mothers and children with the aim to im-  and proper birth-spacing and reproductive health serv-
provethe quality of life of the people. Inlinewith thisices to the women folk. These homes provide safe
objective, MMCWA has been giving assistance in - motherhood programme to pregnant mothersand aim
the areas of health, education, economic and socia  to reducetheinfant mortality rate and maternal mortal-
matters that will promote the families and their over- ity ratio of the country.
dl standard of living, making sure that the operations MMCWA dso operateshedth activitiesin close
get down to the villages and wards at grassroot level. collaboration with the Ministry of Health as well as
At present, MMCWA has been carrying out its with other local and international agenciesin various
activities al throughout the country with the supervi- areassuch asHIV/AIDS, TB, Malariaprevention and
sion of the Central Council including the 15 members control. Reproductive Hedlth (RH) and Adolescent
of the Central Executive Committee, under which Reproductive Health (ARH) programmes have also
there are various Supervisory Committees at State/  been taken upin collaboration with UNFPA. Nutrition
Division and Didtrict levels respectively. These com- Programme undertaken by the associations also ben-
mittees supervise and give necessary help to the efit mothers and children with MMCWA members
Township Maternal and Child Wefare Associations, helping in Community Nutrition Centres (CNC) and
dtogether (325) in number, plus (15,489) branch Village Food Banks (V FB) opened up in project areas
associations under them. The total number of aswell asin many non-project areas too. Actualy,
MMCWA members stands at (5,447,999) by the end MMCWA members participatein amost al the devel -
of the year 2005, composing of about 10% of the opment effortsin villages and wards at the grass root
population. level in a variety of programmes as modd village,

With regard to the educational activities, cleanwater, tobacco free zone, AIDS-free schools, so
MMCWA has been operating an Early Childhood on and so forth. They cover awide range of activities
Development Centrein Yangon and (1,344) of com-  in promoting the hedlthy life, not only of the mother
munity-based pre-schools and daycare centres coun- and child, but of the community asawhole.
try-wise. (31-12-05 data). These centres give valu- Besides, the Diagnostic Centre situated in
able lifelong ideas and concepts to the children to  MMCWA compound in Yangon has been offering
enable them to adopt good habits and practices cru- medical services a areasonable charge to women for
cial for their physical, menta and intellectual growth. early detection of cancers of the reproductive system
Parenting education is aso one function of those by means of mammography, pap smear, colposcopy
centres. In addition, in line with the“Education for  and ultrasonographic examinations. Serviceslike health
All” policy of the Ministry of Education, MMCWA education, counsdlling, and referral, where necessary,

Another important function of MM CWA isto help moth-
ersin income generation. Vocational training courses like
knitting, sewing, cooking, etc., appropriateto therespective
regions are offered in order to promote family income. Sew-
ing machines are often sold to them on installment basis as
part of the arrangement. Similarly, micro credit and loan
schemeisquitecommon in many mater nal and child welfare
associationsto help poor women get a start in their effort to
do some businessfor their living.

ot

j-'é’ J'{l'r:

torelevant specidistsarealso provided at the centre.

With due respect to the doctors who actualy
carry out the operations on children with harelip and
cleft palate, credit should also begiventoall associa-
tion members who have participated in finding out
within their own areas children (in some places,
adults too) with congenital defects, subsequently
arranging and helping in cash or kind or both for the
corrective operations by the doctors.

Generally hedlth problemsarerdatedtoigno-
ranceand lack of education. Mothersasfoca persong
infamilies play asignificant rolein the creation and
maintenance of good health in the families. It is of
paramount importance to educate the mothers on
health matters so that they get to learn health issues
about persona hygiene and the role of aclean envi-
ronment for the health of the family, etc. Accord-
ingly, MMCWA members organize educative talks
frequently on various subjects. In fact, our associa-
tions succeeded in giving thousands of those educa
tivetalksenlightening motherson many areassuch ag
exclusive breast feeding, birth spacing, healthy envi-
ronment, seasond diseases and the like. Actually
they contributed agreat deal in the successful imple-
mentation of Advocacy and public awareness cam-
paigns with respect to HIV/AIDS and other deadly
diseases. Besides, traditional or indigenous medicing
courses are also given to help mothers to better
manage their families in health matters.

Another important function of MMCWA isto
help mothersinincome generation. Vocationd train-
ing courseslike knitting, sewing, cooking, etc., ap-
propriate to the respective regions are offered in
order to promote family income. Sewing machines
are often sold to them on instalIment basis as part of
the arrangement. Similarly, micro credit and loan
schemeisquite common in many materna and child
welfareassociationsto help poor women get astart in
their effort to do some business for their living.

Asfar asthesocial areaisconcerned, MMCWA
participateinthe*elderly-care’ programme, provid-
ing medical and other help to the old people. Volun-
teersin some places even offered their time to those
who wereleft alonein their housesto keep company
with the elderly and listen to what they said.

Theactivitiesmentioned heredo not cover al
those that are being carried out in al of the associa-
tions. As one of the leading NGOs in the country,
MMCWA, despite its main focus on mothers and
children, is ready to give any kind of assistance to
promote the condition of Myanmar people in what-
ever way they can. Sometimes, natural disasters
destroyed a place and trust those public-oriented
volunteers of the associations to come forward and
render their services and help hand-in-hand with
other national forces. Those are the members of the
maternal and child welfare associations all through-
out the country. Weare no doubt apart of our nation’
strength! Weall should take pride in the nice things
we have done and in the services (however small) we|
have rendered to other needy people. Let'sall try to
keep up our good traditionsand march hand-in-hand
with other national forces towards prosperity and
development!
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Vice-Senior General Maung Aye...
(from page 1)

Council Quartermaster-General Lt-Gen Thiha Thura
Tin Aung Myint Oo, Chief of Armed Forces Train-
ing Lt-Gen Aung Htwe and Lt-Gen Tin Aye of the
Ministry of Defence, Commander-in-Chief (Navy)
Vice-Admiral Soe Thein, Commander-in-Chief (Air)
Lt-Gen Myat Hein and senior military officers of
the Ministry of Defence.

The Russian goodwill delegation was accom-
panied by Russian Military Attaché Colonel Vladimir
I Konchakov. — MNA

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye shakes
hands with Russian Deputy Chief of Staff
(Army) Colonel General Moltenskoi
Vladimir I. — MNA

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye and party
pose for documentary photo with Russian
Deputy Chief of Staff (Army) Colonel Gen-
eral Moltenskoi Vladimir | and party. — MNA

Chinese Delegation led by Information  C-jn-C (Air)’s Shield Table Tennis
Industry Minister concludes visit Tournament commences

YANGON, 26 April — A 9-mem-
ber Chinese delegation led by Infor-
mation Industry Minister Mr Wang
Xudong left here by air yesterday
evening.

The Chinese Minister and party
were seen off at the airport by Vice-

Chairman of e-National Task Force
member of Civil Service Sdlection and
Training Board U Aung Myint, Chi-
nese Ambassador to Myanmar Mr Guan
Mu and officids of Myanma Posts and
Telecommunications.

MNA

Chinese Minister Mr Wang Xudong and party being seen off at the
airport. — MNA

YANGON, 26 April — A cer-
emony to open the Commander-in-
Chief (Air)’s Shield Table Tennis
Tournament was held at Thura Ohn
Khaing Hall of Flying Training Base
in Shande, Meiktila, on 24 April morn-
ing.

It was attended by Commander
of Flying Training Base Brig-Gen Khin
Maung Tin, Col Myo Lwin of the lo-
cal station, Commander of Ground

Reproductive

conducted |

YANGON, 26 April—Mandalay
Divison Maternal and Child Welfare
Supervisory Committee launched its
multiplier reproductive hedth course for
young people at its office on 20 April.

Present on the occasion were
Chairperson of the supervisory com-
mittee Daw Khin Pyone Win and

Training Base Col Thura Khin Maung
Win, officers, other ranks, Meiktila
Digtrict Police Force Commander Po-
lice Lt-Col Hla Myo Shein and offi-
cias.
On behdf of the Commander-in-
Chief (Air), Commander of Flying
Training Base Brig-Gen Khin Maung
Tin gave a speech and opened the tour-
nament.
MNA

health course

n Mandalay

members, Head of Division Hedlth De-
partment Dr Khin Maung Tun, Deputy
Commissioner of the District GAD U
Kyaw Myint, members of district and
township MCWAS, course ingtructors
and 48 trainees.

The chairperson delivered a
speech and opened the course. — MNA
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Commander inspects

I upgrading of Putao

Airport

Y ancons 26 April  repaving the runway, the
— Kachin State Peace and annual achievement of
Development Council  fund and themeasuresbe-
Chairman Northern Com- ing taken.
mand Commander Maj- Regarding the re-
Gen Ohn Myint and Min- ports, the commander and
jster for Transport Maj- the minister coordinated
Gen Thein Swe inspected the matters and attended
the upgrading tasks at totheneeds.
Putao Airport on 24 April, Next,

they in-

and heard reports on  spectedtherepaving tasks |

in the central areaof run-
way measuring 600 feet
by 100 feet with 3 foot
thickness. — MNA
Commander Brig-Gen
HlaHtay Win presents
varietiesof booksfor
Kyaikhtaw village
library. (Newson
page 16) — MNA

Deputy Information Minister meets staff of

IPRD in Meiktila,

Kyaukse Districts

Second Mayor’sCup Tennis
Tournament 5-11 May

YANGON, 26 April — The Second Mayor’s Cup
Tennis Tournament to be organized by Myanmar Ten-
nis Federation with the sponsorship of Yangon City
Development Committee will be held a Theinbyu
Tennis Plaza, here, from 5to 11 May.

A class teams are to comprise four or five
players to take part in two singles events and one
doubles event. B classteamsareto be formed with six
or seven playersto participatein three doubles events.

Furthermore, the U-10, the U-12 and the U-14
youth tennisgameswill beincluded in thetournament.

M T Fwill accommodate tennis clubs from coun-

Deputy I nformation Mlnlster Brlg-Gen Aung Thein meetswith service personnel in KyaukseDistrict. —MN?sdemd youth players.

NAY PY| TAW, 26 April — Deputy Minster for
Information Brig-Gen Aung Thein met with gaff of
Meiktila District Information and Public Relations
Department on 23 April and Kyaukse District Infor-
mation and Public Relations Department on 24 April.

inform the people timely know the sdlient points and
do’s and don’ts of the State and gave instructions on
making continuous efforts for the lasting existence of
the established libraries and reporting to the local
authorities if there are some difficulties and taking

The deputy minister said how important itisto

measures with goodwill for the success. — MNA

All the players wishing to take part in the tour-
nament may enlistat M T F, Tel: 372360, not later than
at 10 anon4 May. At 1 pmon 4 May, aresponsible
personnel from each team are to attend the meeting to
draw the fixtures of the tournament at the office of
Myanmar Tennis Federation (M TF). —MNA

YANGON, 26 April
A 30-member
Myanmar delegation led
by Vice-Chairperson of
Myanmar Women Entre-
preneurs Association
Daw Nu Nu Yi and Ex-
ecutive Daw Myo Myo

MWEA ViceChairpea son leavesfar Thailand

Thet left for Thailand by
ar this morning to ob-
serve ASEAN Furniture
and Interior Fittings
(BITEC) to be held in
Bangkok and meet the
National Council of
Women of Thailand.

Myanmar delegation led by Vice-Chairperson of MWEA seen at Yangon
International Airport beforedeparturefor Thailand. —MNA

Venezuela saysAndean trade dealswith
USkill quality jobs

Thedeegation was

UMFCCI Vice-Presidents meet‘
Chinese Delegation

seen off a Yangon Inter-
national Airport by Vice-
Chairpersonof MWEA
Daw Thet Yi, Joint-Sec-
retary Daw Khin Lay and
executives.

YANGON, 26 April
—TheUnion of Myanmar
Federation of Chambers
of Commerce and Indus-
try Vice-Presidents U
Zaw MinWinand U Aung
Lwin, Generd Secretary
U Sein Win Hlaing and

l Li

UM FCCI Vice-Presidentshold discussionswith Chinese guests. —UMFCO

egation led by Executive
Vice Chairman Mr

Zhuang Lixiang of

Shenzhen Municipal Peo-
ple’'sCongress The Stand-
ing Committee of PRC at
UMFCCI Office, yester-
day morning.

cussed matters on the op-
portunities of investment,
the mutual trading and
cooperation between the
two countries, the partici-
pation of Myanmar entre-
preneurs in the trade fair
to be held in Shenzhen.

CEC members met adel- They cordially dis- MNA
CARACAS 26 April —  income employment gen-  siid Colombiaand Pauhed |
Free trade agreements erated by primary exports,  sold out the possibility of | B
signed by neighbouring sddaVenezudanminister commercialy productive m% ‘JSO'JU‘
Andeen nations Colombia  on Monday. Spesking to  growth within the Andeen C?c
and Paru with the United  VenezuddsVTV daetd- region “for a plate of (ﬁ
States sacrifice high qual-  evisionstation, Integration  beans’. M’)& [ ﬁlﬂ )?

ity jobsinfavour of thelow

Minigter Gustavo Marquez

A2

MNA/Xinhua!
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Ma Mya Dam to contribute towards
regional development

Article by Kyaw Sein & photos by Thein Win Lay (Myanma Alin)

Reinforced concrete conduit and control

tower of Ma Mya Dam that is under
construction near Hmyinwataung Village in
Myanaung Township, Ayeyawady Division,
seen on 6 April.

Myanmar being

an agro-based nation,

the government has
placed emphasis on
congtruction of irriga-

tion facilities, the fun-
damental requirement

of agriculture, every-

where necessary and '

possible acrossthe nation.
Indeed, the development
of the agricultural sector
not just strengthens the
national economy, but
raises the socio-economic
life of rural folks, the
mgjority of the nation’'s
population.

In the process, the
government is pursuing
itsaims of irrigating crop
plantations, preventing
the regions on eastern
and western banks of the
Ayeyawady River from
being flooded and bank
erosion, and generating
hydro-electric power on
a smdl scale.

The meeting No 2/
2002 of the Committee
for Implementation of
Specid Projects held on
23 July 2002 passed a
resolution to launch Ma
Mya Dam Project in
Myanaung Township,
Ayeyawady Division.

In an interview
conducted on 5 April,

The congtruction site of Ma Mya Dam Project being implemented by Construction (9)

to supply water to about
10,000 acres of farmland
and to prevent farms near
Ma Mya Creek from be-
ing flooded. The project
implementation started
on 2001-2002 and is due
to be completed in 2006-
2007.

Now work is under
way to ingtall two 250-
kilowett generatorsin the
project. The project com-
prises five maor func-
tions — congtruction of
diaphragm wall, main
embankment, conduit and
control tower, spillway
and irrigation system.
This year, 200 acres
around the project have
been irrigated for local

the dam will have a 150
feet high and 11,800 feet
long embankment, and its
full water storage capac-
ity will be 70,000 acre
feet, its still water stor-
age capacity, 4,500 acre
feet, and its full water
surface area, 1,330 acre-
feet.

So far, 18 acres on
the embankment have
been put under about
24,000 physic nut plants.
Since last year, 100 .
Seintalon species mango
trees have been planted
and 50,000 physic nut
seedlings, nurtured along
with 800 tamarind trees
and 200 tesk saplings
grown aong the spillway

Deputy Director of
Construction (9)

U Kyaw Myint
Hlaing.

paddy and prevent
many acres of crops
near the site from be-
ing flooded. In addition,
it will generate hydro-
electric power for sur-
rounding villages.

So, Ma Mya
Dam Project will make

el -.|.

of

the Irrigation Department under the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation.

Deputy Director of Con-
struction (9) U Kyaw
Myint Hlaing explained
facts about the project.
He said the mgor pur-
pose of the project was

farmers to gain knowl-
edge of growing summer
paddy. A total of
129,000 acre-feet water
flows into the dam
yearly. Upon completion,

for the greening of the
region.

And the dam will
be able to benefit 10,000
acres of farmland and )
10,000 acres of summer

substantial contribution

towards regiona devel-

opment.
Trandation: MS
Myanma Alin:
26-4-2006

Ma Mya Dam is being built by damming Ma Mya Creek near Hmyinwataung Village in Myanaung Township, Ayeyawady Division.
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LBVD issues statement on enhanced preventive
and control measures against bird flu

Livestock Breeding and Veterinary Department issued a statement |

on enhanced preventive and control measuresagainst bird fluin Myanmar.

Outbreak of bird flu and control

Starting from early March 2006, the outbreaks of bird flu occurred
in 13 townshipsin Sagaing and Mandalay Divisions, in central Myanmar.
Altogether 9,206 fowls from 408 poultry farms and 5,606 quails from 137
quail farmswere culled and 0.33 million of fowlsand 0.32 million of quails
were destroyed. About 100,000 eggs and 80,000 quail eggs were aso
destroyed.

During the outbreak of the disease, ban on transport of fowls, ducks,
quails and their eggs and movement of equipment used in poultry farms,
promotion of bio security and public education were undertaken. The bird
flu was under control in those areas on 6 April 2006 with the supervision
and assistance of local authorities and the cooperation of Myanmar Police
Force and staff of LBVD and Health Department and farmers.

Transport

During the outbreak of the disease, the respective bird flu control
committees banned sale of fowls and eggs temporarily in the affected
townships and transport of fowls and eggs in disease-free states and
divisions.

The disease was under control in the restricted zones and the
committees will lift the ban before the end of April and are making

arrangements for regular flow of commaodities.

Support for animal health
The bird flu control committee will take measures on transport of
fresh fowls and eggs and their products from one place to another with the

support of LBVD, the respective laboratories and township LBVD.

International and technical cooperation programme

The staff of LBV D are carrying out tasks on spraying poultry farms
and disease surveillance, public education and issuing press release. Bird
flu control was conducted in cooperation with Regional Coordinator of
FAO Dr K Wantanee, expert Dr Parasit, adviser of USAID Dr JMac Arthur
and expert of Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) Dr Sudarat.
Moreover, LBVD staff together with FAO expert Mr Anthony Williams,
a British citizen and Mr Harvey Westbury of Australia conducted disease
control and discussed emergency measures for the project and perform-

ance of the department.

International assistance

JCA, FAO, National Laboratory for Animal Health (NAH) and
Livestock and Development Centre of Thailand provided equipment,
pesticides and laboratory equipment worth US $ 660,000. Besides, the
People’s Republic of China also provided RMB Yuan 1 million for usein
disease control and the Japanese government equipment, medicines and
others worth US $ 2.1 million.

Livestock Breeding and Veterinary Department
Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries
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Experts optimistic about

cevsfl st

China’s macro-economy

BOAO (Hainan), 25
April— Economists and
entrepreneurs attending the
Boao Forum for Asa2006
expressed their opti-
mism in China's macro-
economic situation on
Sunday. According to
statistics issued by the
National Bureau of
Sttigtics, ChindsGD Pfor
the firgt quarter is 4331.3
billionyuan (541.4 hillion
US dollars), up 10.2 per
cent over last year and
higher than the growth rate
of 9.9 per cent from the
same period of last year.

Li Deshui, former
director of NBS, said
China shigh growth inthe
firg threemonthsisclosdy
connected to the current
situation of the global
economy.The International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
adjusted its forecadt to the
economic growth of the
United Statesin 2006 from
3.3 per cent to 3.4 per cent,

and that of Japan from
2 per cent to 2.8 per cent.
According to dtatis-
tics, investment in fixed
assets grew by 27.7 per
cent year on year t0 1,390.8
billion yuan in the first
quarter, retail salesreached
1,844 hillion yuan with a
growth of 12.2 per cent
and the volume of foreign
trade, up 25.8 per cent to
371.3 billion US dollars.
The strong growth of al
the three maor driving
factors of the economy
havejointly contributed to
thehigh growth in thefirst
three months, said Li.

Stephen Roach,
managing director and
chief economigt of Morgan
Stanley, dso sad the 10.2-
per-cent growth is within
the normal range, “I don't
think this is an urgent

problem that needs
dramatic clamping down,”
he said.

MNA/Xinhua

EU hearing opens on

M icr osoft

antitrust

challenge

LUXEMBOURG, 25
April— A special 13-
judge court opened ahigh-
stakes hearing on Monday
to decideif it should curtail
the European Commis-
sion’srole as an antitrust
watchdog or endorse
forcing software giant
Microsoft to change its
business practices.

“The court is now in
session,” Bo Vesterdorf,
president of the Court of
First Instance, said as he
convened the session in
Luxembourg.

He was followed
immediately by Microsoft
lawyer Jean-Francois
Bellis, who began
presenting the company’s
case about audiovisual
software. “1 will show that
the Commission erred,”
Bellissaid.

The Commission, the
executive arm of the
European Union, found in
2004 that Microsoft hed
abused avirtual monopoly
in its Windows operating
sysemto muscleout rivals.
It imposed a record 497
million euro (613 million
US dollars) fine and
ordered Microsoft to
change the way it sdls

software. Microsoft
challenged that decision
before the Court of First
Instance, the European
Union's second-highest
court. Thecourt isholding
thefive-day hearing before
its rarely used Grand
Chamber of 13 judges in
its largest courtroom,
where al 215 sests are
spoken for. So many
reporters are covering the
hearing that most must
watchitontelevisoninan
overflow room, with only
15 admitted to the court.

Thefirgt two dayswill
be devoted to areview of
the Commission’s deci-
sion that Microsoft acted
illegally by integrating
audiovisua oftware into
Windows, found on more
than 90 per cent of personal
computers worldwide.

On Wednesday and
Thursday, the judges will
hear Microsoft’s challenge
againg the Commisson's
finding that the firm
deliberately withheld
information from rival
makers of work group
servers, o their software
would not work aswell as
Microsoft’s own.

MNA/Reuters

Rural China badly needs

bank loans

BEIJNG, 25 April— A senior Chinese banking
officia has said thereremains huge potential for banks
to finance rural development, as agricultural-related
loans amounted to less than one-fifth of all lending by
2005.

China Banking Regulatory Commission Vice-
Chairman Tang Shuangning told a financial reform
forum in Beijing recently that the development of
urban and rural financiad markets is lopsided.

Chinaislaunching an aggressive moveto narrow
theurban-rural gap that has emerged sincethereform
and opening-up drive began in 1979.

As stocks, bonds and other markets are still
nascent, banks offer more than 90 per cent of the
funds that enterprises nesd—MNA/Xinhua

KimMin-kyu, adoctor at the Collegeof Veterinary
Medicineof the Seoul National University, looksat
Snuppy, thefirst dog cloned fromadult cellsby
somatic nuclear cell transfer, in Seoul on 24 April,
2006.— INTERNET
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“AIDS” Conferencein S Africa

focuses on microbicides

JOHANNESBURG, 25 April — For women who cannot per suadetheir partners
tousecondomsto prevent infection of H1 V, microbicidesmay givethem anew

hope to stay away from the deadly disease, according to an international
conference ongoing in Cape Town, South Africa.

Microbicides 2006,
atended by over 1,000
delegates mainly from
Africa, caled for more
investment in research and
devd opment of an effective
HIV-fighting vaginal
microbicide.

Microbicides are
compounds that can be
goplied indde the vagina
or rectum to protect against
sexually  transmitted

dternaive to condoms as
the mogt feasible method
for primary prevention of
HIV, egecidly as many
women are unable to
negotiate condom usewith
their partners, said the
organization.

Despitethe knowledge
of successful HIV-
prevention strategies, such
as condom use and
reduction in the number of

Their vulnerability
semmed from a pervasive
disempowerment, and the
fect thet for too long, only
lip service had been paid to
gender equdity, said Graca
Machel, wife of South
Africas former president
Nelson Mandela

“For over 20 years we
have failed to provide
women with a means to
protect themselves against

USactor Tom Cruisewavesto hisfansupon his
arrival, for theworld premiereof themovie
“Mission Impossiblel11” directed by USdirector
Jeffrey Abramsin Romeon 24 April, 2006.
INTERNET

Seven ASEAN mobile

operators form alliance
SINGAPORE, 25 April — Seven mobileoperators

" TRADE MARK CAUTION

Nektar Therapeutics of
150 Industrial Road, San
Carlos, CA 9407Q,U.SA fS
(he  Owner and Sole
Proprietor of the following
Trade Mark:-

NEKTAR

Reg-No.IV/5214/2Q05
in respect of "Pharma-
ceuticals, namely, pharma-
ceutical preparations having
enhanced drug perform-
ance andfor drug delivery
performance for the
treatment and/or prophy-
laxis of diseasesas
diabetes, infections,
cancers, and inflammations.
or of diseases or medical
conditions that affect the
peripheral  nerves. the
adrenergic and/or choliner-
gic receptors, the histamine
receptors, the expression
and/or regulation of growth
factors, the skeletal and/or
smooth muscle systems,

infections, including HIV ~ sexual partners, HIV HIV infection.. Weneeda in Asia announced on Monday that they have the cardiovascular system,
that causes AIDS. They can continues to spreed & an - microbicide available formed an alliance for global roaming and ﬂ‘;moni”dogggt‘zms a”dt/rf’é
be formulated as gels, daming rate across the now,” women's rights corporate mobile services, according to a joint  piood circuEatory systems,
creams, films or su- world, with sub-Ssharan  advocate Machel was Pressreleaseonthewebsiteof StarHub, atelecom  ihe immunological system,
ppositories sdthewebste  Africaastheepicentre.  quoted as telling the Operator in Singapore. (e synoptic and
of the Global Campaignfor | Africa, 76 per cent of  COnference by Johannes- Apart from StarHub, other participants include ”.‘:“meﬁ‘iﬁ‘o’ J““dc“"tf‘a'
Microbicides, www.global  H1v/ positive peopleinthe  burg-based newspaper The - Hutchison Essar from India, KT Freetel from South :I)/gtsem the skelr:tzrlosylisie“rﬁ
Korea, NTT DoCoMo from Japan, PT Indosat from  the a uta coid system; the

campaign.org. Sar on Monday. \
irobicts i v D A Xira RneSaz el Hutchison Teecommunications - sinera ar iy
il ) o - v zwd Far (;E{a_s'_l'one Teleoo_mrdnunlcalons from Hong 71 ous 'system inint CL 5
= ¢ ong ana lawan r&epectlv y. and Medical devices.
1 Tentatively named the “Asia-Pacific Mobile nameEy, medical appartus in

. L. . . ihe nature of a unit for
Alliance”, it plans to provide the customers of it ;¢0501 drug delivery to the

memberswith seamless, convenient, easy and value-  deep lung of drugs as fine,
added services when they roam within their mobile iry P?VT'CLESI' '"tl nt. ?Jt 10"
e . . : ny frauaulent imitation or

networks. _In ad_dltl on to promoting voice, i deoand | 2 iorized use of the
data roaming via these networks, the aliance dso  said Trade Mark or other
plans to enhance cross-border customer support for  infringements  whatsoever
multinational corporations, according to the Press Wil be deait according to
release. '

. . . Khine Khine U, Advocate

The alllan(_:e_, with ac_;omblned _cuiomer baseof B, DB.L LL.M(UK)

about 100 million mobile subscribers, expects to  For Nektar Therapeutics

; ; #731, 7" FI_. Traders Hotel,
expand its members over time. —MNA/Xinhua Yangon. ~April 27,

Plane crash in southern
Russia kills four

Two giant pandasat Chiang Mai zooin northern Thailand. The Thai zoois MOSCOW, 25 April — A small plane crashed on Sunday night in southern Russia,
hopingto builda* snow house” for itstwo giant pandaswheretheycan  killing four people on board and injuring one, a regional department for Civil
escapethetropical heat toplayin aroomfull of artificial snow.—INTERNET pgfenceand Emergency Situationssaid on Monday.

Mineskill or injure 100

monthly in Afghanistan

KABUL, 25 April — Landminesand unexploded
ordnances |eft over from the past two decades of
war Kill or injuresome 70 to 100 Afghansa month
in the post-war central Asan state, a fact sheet
issued by MineAction Programmefor Afghanistan
(MAPA) said on Monday.

“The number of mine million Afghans have

1

-

4
>

Chinese peoplelook at computer screensat an TheAn-2planecrashed and three passengers on
internet cafein Nanjing, capital of east China’s 100 metres of the runway  board werekilled. A womean,
Jiangsu Province, on 26 April, 2006. China's ~ ontheoutskirtsof the Tersky the only survivor, was
top Web portals, includingSinaCorpand Tom  settlement in the southern  serioudy wounded and has

Online, haveagreedtoridtheir sitesof Savropd Region, thel TAR- been taken to hospital. NTV
‘unhealthy’ content, amid abroader Beijing TASSnews agency reported. footage showed that the
campaign toclean uptheinternet.—INTERNET  Thepilot Roman Loktev plane was bedly demaged,
: and its crushed wreckage

was lying in a fidd. The
plane was trying to land

-, ~ =

victims (dead or injured) been killed or maimed in before it hed run out of fud,
rangesfrom 70to 100 each the most mine- according to a preiminary
month, downfrom150to contaminated country inquiry.

300 per monthin2002,” it over the past 25 years of The pilat violating aircraft

added.
Morethan 90 per cent
of the victims are mae
and some 50 per cent are
children, the fact sheet
added. Thereisno officid
figure about the mines
victims in the war-
shattered Afghanistan.
However, unofficial
statistics say that 1.5

war. Meanwhile, Chief
Programme  Support
Section of the UN Mine
Action Service John
Flanagan told journalists
that the MAPA hascleared
more than one billion
square metres of con-
taminated land in
Afghanistan since 1990.
MNA/Xinhua

navigation rules is bdieved
to blame for the crash.
Meanwhile, he pafomed the
flight without permission.
The plane, owned by a
private company, was
intended for killing wild
weeds and was nat fit for
pessenger trangportation.
MNA/Xinhua
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Zidaneto retire after World Cup

PARIS, 26 April— Zinedine Zidane said on Tuesday hewould retire
after theWorld Cup finalsin Germany.

"It's my decison and it's final," said Zidane, who cited Redl's poor
the France and Real Madrid results as one of the reasons for his
playmaker told French television decision.
channel Canal+. "It might seem a hit strange to

The 33-year-old, who led France announce it now, two weeks before
tovictory inthe 1998 World Cup and the end of the championshipbutit'sa
Euro 2000, had hinted recently he decision I've been thinking about
was ready to quit. carefully and | had to take it before

Zidane became the world's most  the World Cup,” he said.
expensive footballer when Real "In the last two years the results
signed him from Juventus for 66 haveeuded us. Whenyou don't reach
million USdollarsin 2001. your goals you ask yourself

But injuries and inconsistency questions. | know | can't do better

JensLundqvist from Sweden
during hismatch against

Carlos Espinola, left, of Ecuador's Liga Deportiva
Universitaria fights for the ball against Marcelo
Silva of Colombia’'sAtletico Nacional, duringa Copa .

Libertadoresgameat the Casa Blanca Stadium, in
Quito, Ecuador, on 25 April, 2006.—INTERNET

Wimbledon declines
to close prize money gap

LONDON, 26 April— Wimbledon will remain the
only grand slam tennis event not to pay itsmen's
and women'schampionsequal prizemoney, organ-

izerssaid on Tuesday.

The All England Club
announced at anewscon-
ference that prize money
for thisyear's men's win-
ner would amount to
655,000 pounds (1.17 mil-
lion US dollars) with the
women's champion get-
ting 625,000 pounds.

Thefigures represent a
4-per-cent rise from last
year. French Open organ-
isers announced last
month that they would pay
their men's and women's
singles champions the
same prize money of
940,000 euros (1.13 mil-
lionUSdollars) thisyear,
though they were criti-
cized by the WTA Tour
for not applying the equal -
ity throughout the draw.

The other two grand
slams, the Australian and
US Opens, have long of-
fered equal money to men
and women players.

Six-times Wimbledon
winner Billie Jean King
last week urged Wimble-
don organizersto end the
pay disparity but her pleas
fell on dedf ears.

All England chairman
Tim Phillipssaid thetotal
prizemoney for thisyear's
championships, which run
from June 26 to July 9,
would be 10.38 million
pounds, up 2.9 per cent on
last year.

"No tournament paid
higher prize money than
Wimbledon in 2005 and
s0 far in 2006, and this
increase further recog-

nizes the talent and com-
mitment needed by top
tennisplayersnowadays,"
Phillips said.
Themen'sdoubleswin-
ners would each earn
220,690 pounds, arise of
1-per-cent, with the
women getting 205,280.
Mixed doubles prizes re-
main unchanged a 90,000
pounds— MNA/Reuters

have dogged him over the last two
seasons and, athough he till has
another year left on hiscontract with
Real, he decided to cdll it aday.

"I haveto listen to my body and |
cannot carry on for another year,"

A
ks

April, 2006 in preparation for the 2006
World Cup in Germany. Mexico will
facelran, Angolaand Portugal in

Group D—INTERNET

L ehmann provesthe hero as

Arsenal reach final

VILLARREAL (Spain), 26 April— Arsenal keeper Jens
L ehmann saved a last-minute penalty to earn the London side
aplacein their firs¢ Champions League final after a 0-0 draw
againgt a dominant Villarreal on Tuesday.

The Germany keeper guessed
right and dived to his left to
block Juan Roman Riquelme's
spot kick after Jose Mari had
gone down in the area two
minutes from time.

Arsena went through 1-0 on
aggregate and will meet Barce-
lona or AC Milan, who play
their semifinal second leg on
Wednesday, inthefind in Paris
on 17 May.

Villarreal made al the run-
ning in a ragged match but
wasted their chances in front of
goal.

Arsenal, lacking their usua
composureand flair, had to work
hard to keep the Spanish side at
bay with Mexico striker
Guillermo Franco and Uru-
guay'sDiego Forlan dwaysdan-
gerous.

It was their 10th clean sheet
in succession in the competi-
tion, arecord in al European
cup football.

Lehmann, too, broke a
goalkeeping record for the most
minutes in European football
without conceding, clocking 12
hours 25 minutes.

The Madrigal was a sea of
yellow with the 23,000 fans —
hdf the town's population —
packing the stadium for the big-
gest game of Villarred's first
Champions League season. Ar-
send were fielding a new-look
back four with Sol Campbell re-
turning to the centre of defence
in place of the injured Philippe
Senderos.

Arsenal manager Arsene
Wenger was forced to reshuffle
his defence once more when
Mathieu Flamini left the pitch
with a hamstring injury in the
ninth minute.

Gael Clichy replaced the
Swiss left back and Villarreal
were quick to take advantage of
the uncertainty in the Arsend
defence. — MNA/Reuters

thanwhat | havedready doneand at
my age, it's getting more and more
difficult. | didn't want to experience
another year like the ones I've
been through.”

MNA/Reuters

Martin Monrad from Denmark
attheworldteamtabletennis

championshipsin Bremen,
northern Germany, on 25
April, 2006. Theteam of

Sweden won 3-0.—INTERNET

Vassell goal beats Villa, ends
Man City losing streak

LONDON, 26 April— DariusVassell scored after 71 minutesto
giveManchester City a1-Owin at hisold club Aston Villaand end
City'ssix-gamelosing streak in alow-key Premier Leaguematch

on Tueday.

The former England striker
drove in a low shot after being
fed by Claudio Reynato makeit
four goalsagainst Villasincehis
two million pound (3.58 million
US dollars) move last July and
bring welcome relief to hisboss
Stuart Pearce.

Instead it was Villa manager
David O'Leary who hadtolisten

Mexico'snational soccer player Rafael 4 the hoosashisside's poor run
Garciakickstheball duringapractice '
session in Mexico City, Mexico, on 25

which has brought only one win
in nine games, continued. City
had lost six league games in a
row before Tuesday's game and
climb to 13th on 43 points.
"Today | thought we deserved
it. Results haven't been good at
theclub but the players have stuck
a it and they've been under a bit
of pressure," Pearce told Sky
Sports— MNA/Reuters

L uzemburgo banned for
accusing referee of flirting

R 10 DE J ANHRO, 26 April — Santos coach Vanderlel L uxemburgo

hasbeen handed a 60-day touchlineban for accusing ar efer ee of
flirting with him during a match.

However, Santossaid on Tues-
day that they had appealed against
thedecision, made by adiscipli-
nary tribuna on Monday, and
that under Brazilian rules
Luxemburgo would be free to
coach theteam asusud until the
new hearing takes place.

The former Real Madrid and
Brazil coach made the remark
dter his team logt 3-1 to Sao
Paulo in the Paulista Champion-

ship on 2 April. "He wasflirting
with me," said Luxemburgo dur-
ing the post-match media confer-
ence. "He blew his whistle and
looked at me with every decision
he made....Maybe it was because
of my pink shirt."

Luxemburgo was unhappy with
some of referee Rodrigo Martins
Cintra's decisions, including the
sending-off of central defender
LuisAlberto. — MNA/Reuters

San Jose Sharks Milan Michalek (9) of the Czech Republicis
defended by Nashville Predators Dan Hamhuis, left, as
goaltender ChrisMason, right, lookson in the second period of
their NHL Western Conference hockey first-round playoff game

on 25April, 2006, in San Jose, Calif —INTERNET
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Special stormwarning

YANGON, 26 April — The Department of Meteorology and Hydrology
announced this evening that according to the observation at 9.30 pm M ST
today, the tropical storm over Southeast Bay has intensified further into a
cyclone namely Marlar and it is centred at 260 miles southwest of Cocogyun
Island.

The cyclone is moving slowly in northeast direction. It is forecast to
pass through the coastal region between Sittway, northern part of Rakhine
State, and Chittagong of Bangladesh within 72 hours.

Squalls are likely in Ayeyawady, Yangon and Bago Divisions and
Rakhine and Chin States in 48 hours. And, squalls with moderate to rough
seas are likely at times in the Delta region, and off and along Rakhine Coast
within 48 hours. Surface wind speed during sgqualls may reach from 50 to
60 mph. — MNA

;P '

Thebest timeto plant atreewas
20 yearsago.

The second best timeis now.
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Forceps
removed
from Pakigtani
girl after

3years

HYDERABAD (Pakistan),
26 April — A 16-year-
old Pakistani girl has had
apair of forceps removed
from her abdomen left
there three years ago dur-
ing an operation, the sec-
ond such case in recent
weeks, a doctor said on
Tuesday.

“The girl was brought
back to the hospital com-
plaining of pain and af-
ter examination it was
discovered she had a pair
of forceps lodged in her
abdomen,” said surgeon
Noor Mohammad
Kashkeli in the town of
Nawabshah, 143 miles
from Karachi.

He said the girl was
still not out of danger.

In March, doctors re-
moved forceps from the
abdomen of a 30-year-old
woman left a year ago in
the town of Jamshoro.
But she died later of mul-
tiple complications.

MNA/Reuters
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WEATHER

Wednesday, 26 April, 2006

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30
hours M ST: During the past 24 hours,weather has been
partly cloudy in Chin and Rakhine States, lower Sagaing
and Magway Divisions, rain or thundershowers have
been widespread in Mon State, Taninthayi Division,
scattered in Shan and Kayin States, Y angon Divisionand
isolated in the remaining areas. Day temperatures were
(3°C) below normal in Kayin State and Y angon Division,
(3°C) to (4°C) above normal in Kachin and Mon States,
Sagaing, Mandalay and Magway Divisions, (5°C) above
normal in Chin State and about normal in the remaining
areas. The significant day temperatures were Chauk,
Minbu and Magway (42°C) each and Monywa, Myingyan
and Aunglan (41°C) each. The noteworthy amounts of
rainfall recorded were Mogok (2.13) inches, Hsipaw
(0.90)inch and Bago (0.75) inch.

Maximum temperature on 25-4-2006 was
99°F. Minimum temperature on 26-4-2006 was
72°F. Relative humidity at 09:30 hrs MST on
26-4-2006 was (84%). Total sunshine hours on
25-4-2006 was (4.6) hoursapprox.

Rainfallson 26-4-2006 werenil Mingaladon, tr at
Kaba-Ayeand nil at central Y angon. Total rainfallssince
1-1-2006 were (0.04) inch at Mingaladon, (0.08) inch at
Kaba-Ayeand (0.59) inchat central Y angon. Maximum
wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was (16) mph from
Southeast at (11:55) hours M ST on 25-4-2006.

Bay inference: According to the observations at
(09:30) hoursM ST today, the depression over Southeast
Bay has intensified further into a tropical storm and it is
centred at about (300) miles Southwest of Port Blair,
India. It is forecast to move slowly in a some Northerly
direction.Weather is generally fair in the North Bay and
partly cloudy to cloudy elsewhere inthe Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 27-4-2006:
Weather will be partly cloudy in Chin State, lower
Sagaing and Magway Divisions, rain or thundershowers
arelikely scattered in Kayin and Mon States, Ayeyawady,
Y angon, Bago and Taninthayi Divisions and isolated in
the remaining areas. Degree of certainty is(60%).

State of the sea: Squallswith moderate to rough
seasarelikely at times Deltaic, Gulf of Mottama, off and
along Mon-Taninthayi Coast. Surface wind speed in
squall may reach 35 mph. Seas will be moderate in
Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Continuation of
isolated rain or thundershowers are likely in the lower
Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw City and neighbour -
ing areas for 27-4-2006: Likelihood of isolated rain or
thundershowers. Degree of certainty is(60%).

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring
areas for 27-4-2006: Likelihood of isolated rain or
thundershowers. Degree of certainty is(60%).

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring
areas for 27-4-2006: Likelihood of isolated rain or
thundershowers. Degree of certainty is(60%).
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Accounts 296545, Administration 296161, Production 297032 (Office) /297028 (Pr ess).
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Commander inspects
extension of Union
Highway in Lashio

NAY PYI TAW, 26 April

— Chairman of Shan
State (North) Peace and
Development  Council
Commander of North-
East Command Maj-Gen
Myint Hlaing and officials
inspected the 500-acre
opium substitute corn,
sugar, sunflower, pigeon
peaand api culture project
in Manmaw Village in
Lashio on 22 April.

Farm-in-charge Lt-Col

Nay Lin Aung reported on
projects implemented and
cultivation of physic nut.

The commander gave
instructionsand visited the
1,000-acre plantations of
physic nut and pineapple,
Hsinshweli summer paddy
plantation of Township
Peace and Development
Council and Myanmar Po-
lice Force.

The commander gave
instructions on irrigation
and use of natural and
chemical fertilizers.

The commander and
party inspected extension
of Union Highway to
Lashio being carried out
by Asia World Co Ltd
and plantation of 5,000

physic nuts of the com- |

mand.

MNA

Thursday, 2T April, 2006

Vice-Senior General
Maung Aye felicitates
Executive Deputy
President of Republic
of South Africa

YANGON, 27 April— Vice-Senior General Maung Aye, Vice-Chair-
man of the State Peace and Development Council of theUnion of Myanmar,
hassent amessage of felicitationsto Her Excellency MsPhumzileMlambo-
Ngcuka, Executive Deputy President of the Republic of South Africa, on
the occasion of the Freedom Day of the Republic of South Africa, which
falls on 27 April 2006. —MNA

F o

WYWeather Forecast for
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27-4-21Mr0

Nay Pyi Taw City & neighbouring areas

Likelihood of isolated rain or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is(60%).
Yangon & neighbouring areas
Likelihood of isolated rain or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is(60%).
Mandalay & neighbouring areas
Likelihood of isolated rain or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is(60%).

Prime Minister sends
message of felicitationsto
Serbia and Montenegro

YANGON, 27 April—General SoeWin, PrimeMinister of theUnion
of Myanmar, has sent a message of felicitations to His Excellency
Mr Svetozar Marovic, President of Serbia and Montenegro, on the
occasion of the National Day of Serbia and Montenegro, which falls on
2 27 April 2006.—MNA

s

Kyaikhtaw Model Village opens in Kawhmu Township
Expectant mothers provided with cash, medicines and safe ddivery kits

—

e

YANGON, 26 April — Chairman of Yangon Di-
vision Peace and Development Council Commander
of Yangon Command Brig-Gen Hla Htay Win at-
tended the ceremony to inaugurate Kyaikhtaw Model
Village in Kawhmu Township this morning.

First, Commander Brig-Gen Hla Htay Win and
wife Daw Mar Mar Wai attended the ceremony to
grow physic nut saplings at Mahseseik Village in
Kawhmu Township. Local people took part in the
physic nut saplings growing ceremony.

Next, Chairperson of Yangon Division Mater-
nal and Child Welfare Supervisory Committee Daw
Mar Mar Wai formally opened the archway of

Kyaikhtaw Model Village. The commander unveiled
the signboard of the village.

The commander inspected the telephone ex-
change and post office of the village, and the station
hospital (16-bed). They presented cash assistance,
medicines and safe delivery kit to the expectant moth-
ers. The commander and wife donated K 100,000 to
the fund of the station hospital to Medical Superin-
tendent Dr Tun Win.

They visited the pre-primary school of
Kyaikhtaw Model Village Maternal and Child Wel-
fare Association (Branch), and presented snacks and
toys to the children.

Next, the ceremony to mark the opening cer-
emony of the model village was held at Basic Educa-
tion High School. Chairperson of Yangon Division
MCWSC Daw Mar Mar Wai gave a speech.

Afterwards, MCWA membership applications
were handed over to officials. Chairperson Daw Mar
Mar Wai presented uniforms of the association to
officials. At Amaeywa Library of the village, they
donated various kinds of books.

The commander met with departmental person-
nel, members of social organizations and local people
at Kungyangon and Kawhmu Township PDC Offices
separately, and attended to their needs. — MNA




