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Displaced Setting of Women and Children

1. Introduction

Displaced population continues to increase in Burma. Many people inevitable had left their homes due to the
military junta's military operations, development projects or economic problems. Burma has faced with such
problems as lack of foreign aids, starvation falling upon millions of people, being unable to provide decent
education and healthcare service to its people and so on.

Out of Burma's 50 million populations, there are 2 million displaced people
estimated by the organizations which researched on it. Among displaced
persons, women make 50 %. Leaving their homes, farms and gardens, they
have to not only live in the jungles with no security and safety, but also
frequently move form place to another.

Burma's decades-long internal war has made its people experience plethora
of miseries. Successive military rulers, in their counter-insurgency strategies,
target civilian people. Through 'four cut' (pyat-lay-pyat) policy, the government
denies the armed oppositions to obtain four essential elements of recruits,
intelligence, food supplies, and funds. In implementing these policies, the
people from the conflict-affected areas were forcedly evicted from the armed-
conflict areas to the military controlled ones.
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Message From

Woman And Child Rights Project
(Southern Part of Burma)

Woman and Child Right Project

(WCRP) is an cooperative activity with |

Human Rights Foundation of Monland
(HURFOM) and it has main activity in
collecting the information related to the

human rights violations of women and |
children in southern part of Burma |

(Myanmar). It also aims to get world
community's awareness for the protec-

tion of the rights of women and children. |

The Burma's military regime, State
Peace and Development Council
(SPDC), ratified the Convention on
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimina-
tion against Women (CEDAW) in 1997
to guarantee the rights to women in
Burma. Similarly the regime also rati-
fied Convention on the Rights of the
Child (CRC) in 1991 to guarantee the
rights to children in Burma. However,

the regime has failed in their implemen- |
tation of the conventional rights and the |
human rights violations against women |

and children systematically.

WCRP is dedicated to inform the world
community what happens to general
women and children in Burma and plans

| to educate them to know about their

rights as the following objectives.

1. To monitor and protect the woman
and child rights, by collecting in-
formation about their real situation
by referencing the CEDAW and
CRC, and distribute information to
world community.

2. To strengthen women and chil
dren community, by providing on
their rights accordingly to CEDAW
and CRC ratified by regime and en-
courage them to participate in the
struggle in the protection of their own
rights.

execution, sexual violence, arbitrarily punishing, setting into forced labor
and porter service, destroying the villages and so on.

Since 1990 when Burma armed force and ethnic armed groups had reached
separate ceasefire agreements, the volume of armed fighting has decreased
in some areas. According to these agreements, a measure of autonomy
was given to those ethnic areas to let the ceasefire groups administrate.
However, this does not mean recompensing human rights violation against
local people and their political grievances. Despite the fact that it was easy
to reach cease-fire agreements, genuine peace cannot be developed so
easily which prolong over a decade. Present political atmosphere is not
an appropriate one for the forcedly displaced people, in which they could
have sustainable resettlements in their former homes. Given such situations,
ceasefire is founded it is not a ceasefire is not a lasting peace.

Although it could be considered that displacement caused by armed-conflict
significantly diminished not very soon after a cease-fire agreement between
the New Mon State Party (NMSP) and the current ruling regime, State Peace
and Development Council - SPDC (the then State Law and Order Restoration
Council - SLORC) in 1995, a new type of displacement, due to the military
junta's development projects and militarization, has resumed in the southern
Mon State. In the following years to 1995, Burma army extended its control,
by deploying armed units more widely close to NMSP's 'ceasefire zones'
or control areas. This troop deployment has also resulted 'displacement'.

Since 2000, military authorities have taken women and children as hostages
in their strategies. In doing so, they sexually abuse women and young girls
and make them as their sex-slaves. They summoned women and young
girls, in rotation, to their camps in daylight to make them cook, fetch
water, chop firewood for the soldiers and do chores for the officers, and
to sing karaoke songs, prepare beds for the officers, thus subjected to
be sexually bused. In such situations, people of Ye Township areas had no
choice other than leaving and fleeing their homes.

These displaced persons inevitably have to face with the difficulties with
respect to education, healthcare, livelihoods and so on. As a result of this,
many displaced people, being not possible to sustain themselves on Burmese
soil, took refuge into neighboring countries.

[I: Availability of education for the displaced people

Most of the displaced persons' children access to learn only their mother
language. In Burma, 60 % of child population can be enlisted into schools,
while 25% of them are not in a position to complete primary level schooling.
Although displaced people set up schools so as for their children to continue
their interrupted schooling, the availability of formal education is hardly
possible in displaced situation or in the remote areas. It is because scraping
a living for each day's survival makes them have lesser accession to security
of schooling.

Most children who had left and fled their homes accompanying with their
parents are illiterate in terms of Burmese language or an ethnic language.
The literacy rate of displaced population is lower than that of other people
living in the relatively stable areas. It is reported that this kind of IDPs are
less literate than those who are living in the ceasefire areas, mixed
administration areas (administrated area by both government and ethnic
armed oppositions) and government concentration sites (relocation site),
where anyone can be shot in the spot without order.

Despite the fact that the displaced persons living under NMSP administration
area in the Mon State can relatively access to education, the availability of
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teaching resources is insufficient. Some parents have
to introduce their children into their daily life-struggle

Article ( 26) Universial
for survival rather than sending them to school.

Declaration of Human

Rights According to the head of a "Assistance Program for
Migrated Women and Children", she explained how a
parent of displaced children took his son out of schooling
with a reason that "we ourselves had never had
schooling. We have struggled for a living in such a way
you see. What would significantly come out if you have
schooling? It would be better for them to work, along
with us, in the slash-and-burn farming," Being
uneducated of parents leads their children to lose their
opportunity of schooling. In some areas, children cannot
attend school, as they frequently have to move from
place to place.

Everyone has the right to education. Education Shall
be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental
stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory.
Technical and professional education shall be made
generally available and higher education shall be
equally accessible to all on the basis of merit.

Taken as a whole, the qualification of teachers working

in the IDPs schools are not adequate. Some teachers

have no opportunity even to learn teaching methods or
attend the teachers training. Some had completed only the middle-school level education at the IDPs schools and
working as teaching staff in the area. This situation leads the students and parents to become lesser respect to the
teachers and so they are reluctant to send their children to school. Thus, the children of displacement are taken away
from schooling or being educated.

As most displaced people of Mon State are positioned to arduously seek livelihoods, they could not have their children
attend school. Some inevitably have to migrate into neighboring countries for working as illegal migrant laborers.

The children of conflict-affected people who have moved form the borderline areas have no right to enjoy schooling in
Thailand. While it is included in the laws adopted by the Thai government that whatsoever citizen form any country
have right to have schooling, those who have got into Thailand as political refugees are not, in deed, enlisted into Thai
schools.

Practically speaking, the displaced persons at Ywa-thit Village near a border area based village in Three Pagoda Pass
area, who displaced from armed-conflict, are not permitted entry to the school. Formerly, the displaced persons who
had moved to the villages were given a document testifying as permit for temporarily staying and allowed to enroll their
children into school. This year, however, those children are not accepted in the student list due to insufficient classes
and teachers in village.

Similarly, children of other-displaced people are facing with the same discrimination against so-called inclusive education
adopted by government. In addition, there is impossibility of having education for the displaced people's children in
Thai government's schools. Although it is not
required to pay school entry fee, the parents
are in a position to be able to afford money

for school uniforms and foods. Due to being
unable to afford this money, there are many
children who have no accession to schooling.

Throughout the displaced people's
settlements, there are schools set up by Mon
National Education Committee (MNEC) and
Mon Education Department of NMSP, and also
nursery schools and literacy classes sponsored
by Mon Women Organization. The nursery
schools are very supportive to the parents
because the parents not only to have their
children learn child-perceptions and
knowledge, but also to be equipped to go to
their workplace leaving their children behind
without worry about their little ones. Also,
the literacy classes, teaching at night, enable
the grown-up illiterates to learn to read and
write. In spite of this, most people have to

The chiloren of displaced people who were forced
by the armed fighting to find themselves living
at Ywa-thit Village located on the Thai-Burmese
borderline have no opportunity of schooling. “ 3
have been here for over one year. At the
beginning of our arrival, the village authority
issucd a permit to uws for living here. Also they let
our chiloren have schooling. But, now things
have become different. 1t is said that Thai
government's law provides right of coucation for
every people. In spite of this, our chiloren cammot
have right to attend school,” sorrowfully said Nal
Cho who had moved from Yin-Ye Village due to
being affected by intermal armed conflict.
Chiloren of displaced people. thus, have lost their
opportunity of schooling.
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struggle for living their lives, and so they could not give time for the education aspect of their poor life, while some
have their over-age education barred by the uninterrupted armed fighting.

Presumably, many Non-Government Organizations (NGOs) are going to support in settlements of displaced persons
along with the community based organizations (CBOs) and additionally providing them with development projects. But
these projects have not sufficiently supported literacy program to women.

In spite of saying that children are potential stars and heroes of the future, how would the uneducated children become
so0? Displacement will exist further in Burma, as long as vicious circle of political situations in the country remains
unbreakable.

External displaced persons in the border areas and in Thailand are facing much difficulty for formal education of their
children. The children of displaced persons who were forced by the armed fighting to find themselves living at Ywa-thit
Village located on the Thai-Burmese border have no opportunity of schooling. A parent say: "I have been here for over
one year. At the beginning of our arrival, the village authority issued a permit to us for living here. Also they let our
children have schooling. But, now things have become different. It is said that Thai law provides right of education for
every people. In spite of this, our children cannot have right to attend school," sorrowfully said Nai Cho who had moved
from Yin-ye Village due to being affected by internal armed conflict. Children of displaced persons, thus, have lost their
opportunity of schooling.

lll. Healthcare

Obviously, the displaced persons get very insufficient healthcare service. In almost emergency cases, lack of healthcare
service provided to displaced persons leads to the loss of lives. In addition, they are subject to such diseases as
malaria, diarrhea and malnutrition. More than half of them were women and children only. Considering this fact, it can
be obvious that women have no accession to healthcare in their pregnancy.

In early 2006, the armed fighting that occurred in the Karen State caused displacement of ten of thousand populations.
Among those most of old and young women experienced multifarious illnesses. Some women had to bear their children
in the forests with various hardships and suffering.

Lack of healthcare service leads to increasing child mortality rate and child malnutrition increases among internally
displaced persons in southern part of Burma and eastern border of Burma.

They have no enough food, their available water is not clean enough for a good health and they do not dispose their
human waste properly, resulting in adverse impact up on their health.

Over half of the displaced population cannot access healthcare service. In this situation, even mortality rate of those
who have curable diseases is increasing. The solely disease overwhelmingly happening in the displacement setting is
malaria. The worse is that the babies and pregnant women are contracting this disease. The disease affects not only
the pregnant women but also their babies in their wombs.

The Halockhani Refugee Settlement Site of Mon displaced
population is an area worst affected by the malaria, with = SR
insufficiently available healthcare service in 2006. The health Article (24) 1'
officer of the camp said: "The hospital has no enough Coventionon the | i
medicines for the patients. Not having humanitarian
assistance from outside, there is sometimes when we cannot Rights of the Child
decently help our patients. In some cases, we have no .
contraceptives for the women. In addition, a thing making
the situation difficult to understand is a belief of people
who had moved form inside Burma that their illnesses could
be cured only through injection. When they get headaches
or temperature higher than normal, the paracetamol tablets

ey

-

States Paries recognize the rights of the the child
to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard
of the health an to facilities for the treatment of

cannot Satisfy them and, then a Saying has deve|oped that iliness and rehabilitation of health. State pal'ties
the hospital always gives them only paracetamol tablets shall strive to ensure that no child is deprrived of
whenever they go there." Also he added that it was likely to his or her right of access to such health care ser-
have medical assistance, beginning in 2007, from a vices.

humanitarian organization for the displaced persons.

It was reported that this organization would mainly provide

assistance for dealing with the malaria. The officer ;
continued that the assistance is not still included in providing . i
nutrition for children. ’
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Malnutrition can cause children's slow physical development and high mortality rate. A UNICEF report observes that one
out of three children have their physical growth stop. Insufficient access to available food makes the displaced person's
health condition to be deteriorated.

According to a survey conducted by the Thailand Burma Border Consortium (TBBC), child mortality rate prevailing in the
war-affected areas and those who have been forcibly removed from their homes inland is three times of the basic
figure representing the whole Burma. Itis likely that after 1000 babies have been born, 286 are estimated to die.

In the displaced person's settlement area, the situations such as having no clean water, no proper sanitation and no fly-
proof latrines are encouraging the separation of various diseases especially diarrhea.

IV. Food and other assistance for the displaced population

The people who had left their homes due to armed-conflict have been provided with rice for food by the TBBC. A
responsible person of Mon Relief and Development Committee (MRDC) a local relief committee, for distributing rice
said that the displaced people are provided with rice on three-monthly basic at a rate of 15 kilograms for an adult and
7.5 kilograms for a child. He continued that because it is difficult to make travelling in the raining season, money are
provided instead of rice. Also he added that despite this fact, the MRDC is still in a position to distribute food not to
every area of displacement.

Despite providing rice, many displaced people said lack of food is frequent. As they could not firmly settle down in a
specified village and often have to move from place to place, their belongings have to be left behind. A displaced
person said that "the food (rice) we are given is not enough for our family. It is because we could not earn any money.



Akt

OF WOMEMN AMD CHILDREN IN BURMA,

And, we could not find any job. So we have no other choice
than exchanging our quota of rice for other foods for cooking".

Although they had moved to a place from their former homes,

when a military operation against the Mon splinter armed A displaced person said that “the
group happen, they have to move again to a new location. In food (rice) we are given is not

such a situation they inevitably have to leave their belongings enoush for our familq. It is because
behind as rice and other food and products of their gardening. we could not carm any money.

Due to having no enough rice, the displaced persons often And, we could not find any job. So
have to take cassava, bamboo shorts, rice soup and sweet- we have no other choice than

potato as substitution cooking with rice. Mi Than Aye, a
female displaced person living in a settlement for displaced
people said that lack of rice in the rainy season often forces
her family to eat only rice soup, and sometimes they have
no substituted foods. In a survey conducted by the TBBC, it
is reported that three quarters of displaced persons have no
food to eat for no less than one month every year.

exchanging our quota of rice for
other foods for cooking”.

It is reported that not only rice but also mosquito nets and blankets are distributed to the displaced people by the MRDC.
But these supplies are not enough for distributing to every displaced person.

Despite the fact that the Mon State has over 5, 000 displaced population each year, not all of them are getting assistance
for their survival supported by Mon relief organizations. Although people living in Southern Ye Township are not displaced,
they are restricted to live in their own villages by the military without allowing for traveling and working at farms in
order to cut off their communication to a rebel group. This being so, they are facing with human rights violations such
as military's requiring them to take travelling permit from it for getting out to their farms and gardens, being subjects
to forced labor, and having their women and girls set to sex-slavery and so on. Looked at this situation, it is obvious
that the people of in these areas are losing their rights equally to those displaced persons. Under severe restriction,
many villagers tried to fled from their homes to avoid persecution by the army.

Having no enough food makes the displaced population feel malnutrition and consequently starkly vulnerable to other
illnesses and diseases. In this case most victims are no less other persons than women and children. It is because that
Mon people believe that men only are those who have to take responsibility for their families and so should be given
first priority to taking food at any time.

"Being a displaced person is losing your right to continue your life further. It is likely that you have no hope in life any
more. There is no specified work for us. In rainy season we collect bamboo shoots and when dry season reaches, reap
broom-grasses. These are all for us to do as our work for seeking earnings. | had made a great effort to learn even
reading and writing let alone to have higher education than this. If | attend school, my family cannot make such a living.
| wish to have changes in our country not very soon," Mi Maw, a 20-year-old girl said.

It is certain that every people who are reduced to the displaced one would have the same feeling with Mi Maw's.

V. Conclusion

Despite the military government's claim that they are making an effort to have '‘peace and stability' in the country,
this slogan is totally against with the situation of displaced population. Burmese Army itself continuously increases
military deployment in ethnic nationalities' area and committing sex-slavery and gang-rapes against ethnic women
and girls and various human rights violations. The 'National Convention' would not have talked about the issue of
people who have been affected by internal war and consequently left their homes. As long as there is no political
change in Burma, the displacement would not expire away.

Sufficient education, healthcare, food and other assistance are essential in order for the internal displaced people to
have a decent living standard. They are terribly in need of assistance. Presently, the sufficient availability of food is the
most important thing for them.

It is recommending that there is a real situation of 'humanitarian crisis' in the ethnic nationalities areas because of
conflict and SPDC's militarization policy. Itis a need for the International Community to convince the SPDC to accept on
this crisis and response positively with a constructive manner. The displaced persons, the rural villagers and even the
poor communities in urban areas are in needs of foods and other assistance.

Qacaa
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Anniversary Ceremony for International Stop Violence Against Women Day

Anniversary ceremony for International Stop Violence
Against Women Day was held by "Woman and Child
Rights Project( Southern Burma) in Sangkhlaburi, a
border town in Thailand. The ceremony was attended
by the members of different women and youth
organizations, and other community organizations.

In this occasion not only the history of how the
violation against women and the women who fought
for the elimination of violence against women, but
also violent acts happening in the surroundings of
some attendants and women's leading role in the
communities were discussed with active participation
of other attendants.

Also was talked about vioent acts currently imposed
upon the general population of women. It was said that
among these acts domestic violence is the most
widespread one. A Karen women leader Naw Faw Lu Lu,
from "Safe House", who take care migrant patients,
disclosed that presently there are cultural and
traditional based discrimination against female
creatures in the world still remain. She stressed that
there is a way of discrimination that when a female
baby is born in a family, their parents do not let her
have breast-milk and also do not want to take
daughters as their family members in some countries.

Not to be outdone, Mi Nyein, from Mon Women
Organization (sangkhlaburi) reported that domestic

violence is happening in their communities on a daily
basis. She added that the victims of violence are merely
women and young girls, though there is a consensus that
such a savage behavior is resulted from the economic
problem.

Nai Kasauh Mon, director of Mon Human Rights
Foundation said that Violence against women has
sprouted from the settings of politics, economy and
cultural traditions. Then he concluded that all members
of society should participate together in getting rid off
it.

A woman attending the ceremonial occasion put forward
her own story of experience: "Formerly, my husband was
not good for us. Whenever got drunk, he found fault with
every thing and shouted us. Besides, he was not kind to
our family members. | always convinced him that
drinking was not a decent behavior and that is
unkindness to is children would make them feel sad and
humiliated among other people ...so and so. Now, he is
beginning to make himself a new person. He becomes to
show kindness to his children.... and so on."

In spite of the military regime's claim that they are
organizing their Myanmar National Committee for
Women's Affairs in every village and helping women,
there is no real action against any perpetrators who
commit violent offence against women. Along with
military deployment in ethnic area by the armed force,




there are evidence of sexual violations by armed troops
continued. Though the military reiterates that they are
making an effort to accomplish 'peace and stability" in
the country, the counter-insurgency military campaigns
are happening further in the ethnic peoples' areas and
women are suffered from various abuses.

It is exceedingly shameful for the military regime which
is committing violence against women to an extent of
nationwide with horrible manner. The issue of sexual
violence against women was also raised in the UN
Security Council. Local women groups have called to the
regime that it needs to protect women and treat them

equally with men. But the regime always say there is no
discrimination against women in Burma.

Violence against women and children would continue
existing in our communities and so that a senior Mon
medic Mi Seik Khmer called for not only women's acts
but also men's participation in cooperation with the
former.

In conclusion, women's organizations attending the
ceremony unanimously called for the UN Security
Council's action against the military government's
deceptions and violence against women perpetrated by
its troops.

Women Empowerment Workshop Completed by WCRP

Women empowerment
workshop was delivered for
three days from 22™ to 26"
December 2006 by trainers
from Woman and Child Rights
Project (WCRP). About 20
participants from inside Burma
and the displaced Mon
communities along Thailand-
Burma border attended
training. Among the
participants were all women
and their age range is
between 18 and 30 years.

The aim of training is to have
the women to be able to
understand their rights and
empower them to protect their
own rights in the community.

The trainers also have to find ‘teaching
technique' in the training as they had to
communicate with some illiterate persons from the
communities. They also used teaching assisting
materials such as posters, drawing papers and other
materials that they could describe about their

community.

On the 1°' day, workshop started with Introduction
and let the participants introduced each other to have
warm relationship among them. The participants were
divided into two groups and let them discussed on
the role of women in the community, 'how the
behavior of best women and men in the community’,

what the definition on the gender in the community's
views, etc. In afternoon time, the trainers
explained about definition of Sex and Gender. Sex is
can't change, always true. Gender is can change
depend on the economic situation and culture. "What
Man Do, Woman Can Do" practices are also
introduced.

On 2'" Day, the participant discussed the Gender role.
They divided into three groups and discuss the role of
women in the home, in the community and in the
state. After that the trainer gave knowledge about
women situation in the world. And then the



