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Wasnincron, 8th March, 1820C.

1o the House of Representalives of the United States:

I transmit to the House of Representatives a report from the Secre-
tary of State, with the proceedings of the Court and Marshal of the
United States, for the District of Alabama; and other documents in
relation to the cargoes of certain Slave ships, the Constitutivn, Louisa,
and Merino, containing the information recuested by a resolution of

the House, of February 16, 1825,
JOIN QUINCY ADAMS,
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Drrm'runvr O]:‘ S'rvrn.-

Waslungtan. th JlIm C/l. 1800. :

Thc Secrctarv o[‘ State, to 'whom has been referrcd b\ the I’roq;-
dent, the- rcsolutmn of the House of Representatives of the 16th Feb-.
Tiary, 1825, refuesting him to lay before the House +stlie- procecd- ‘
.ings of the Court and Marshal of” the United States, for the District
,of Alabama, in relation to'the cargoes of certain slave. ships, the' Con-
-stitution, . Lomsa. and - Merino; n"d to cmnmmncatc, especially. the .
‘fact.- whether any of the African natives, composing part of those car-
goes, have been sold within the United States, and, il so; wheny wheve,
and on what account.” has the homor to report, hereivith, transcripts
-from the records of the pxoceedmgs in'the cases mentioned in the above *
- resolution; together with.copies of letters from the District Atiorney’
and Marshal of ‘Alabama, and from the Clerk of the District Court’
“of Alabama, all‘of which have been just received, and which contain’
“all'the information i in the Dcpartmcnt uf State \uthm tho swpc o( the.
" rcsr)lutlon.
‘ : ,\ll W h1ch is mqpa.ctfulh subnm cd

L H CL \3

1[7 F W .f]rmslrona la Ju. Cla _/

. BBo“ \"s HOTLL. c .
v ﬂashzngtan City, UleIt’UC]h IU'

-.--\i

Sm In obedlcncc to thc lettur of Mk, Braut, of vester -.t-x.tmu,l 95
ing & Ictter to Mr. Hitchcock. District Attorney for the Lnxlul States,
for the Southern District of Alabaima. tomhcn with'a’ mps of the’ e
solution of the House of Representatives, paf‘scd the 16th February.
1895, on the sub|ect of the Afvican slaves imported into the Uni ted:
States some time sinee, - in the vessels: Constitution, LOUI!A. and Me-
ring, I am’cnabled, by the arrival of M. Hitc heock, to refer you to.
the. documents ‘which he has brotight with him from the Cler K s Ol-
fice of our Cuurt, and which contam all the information L'amy oflici
possessed- o[. and, which will, ‘thiereiore, bll})ElCCdu the. nece ss.\ " o
nnkmg am u.p« ity \\hatc\cr on the subject. - o

. I iave the honor to be, . -

loux obuhcut scnam. '
.b “ . -\I{ ‘IS fn 1’1. ‘;'lc.‘ D-.-',I

;Ilnq. HE NRY Cr,u.- e
Secretary of Sm i
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Mr. Hiteheoel to Mr. Clay.
Brown’s Horey,

FPushington City. 6th March, 182u.

Se: In compliance with the request contained in the letter of My,
Brent, of the 20ih December last, {or information, in obedience to the
resolution ol the Iouse of Representatives, relating to the proceeqd-
ings against, and dispositions of, certain Africans, seized on board
the schooners Cunstitution, Louisa, and Merino, 1 addressed a letter
to Jevemiah Austill, Esq. Clerk ol the District Court of the United
States, held at Mobile, requesting him to furnish a copy of the records
in those cases, together with such other information, relating to the
disposition of the Alvicans, as might be in his power to communicate.

1 have, hevewith, the lonor to transmit a copy of the records in
the three cases. together with a letter from Myr. Austill, dated 28th
January, containing all the informatior 1 have to communicate.

I have the honor to be,
Very respecifully,
Your obedient servant,
. HITCHCOCK.
tlon. Husny Crax,
Secrelury of State, Wushington City.

Mr. Austill to Mr. ILitcheock.
Mos1iLE, Junuary 28th, 1826,

Sir: Inobedience to the resolution of the Iouse of Representatives,
in Congress asscnbled, enclosed in your letter under date of the 6th
instant, I have made out a complete transcript, which is herewith e
closed: And, in answer to yours, have to say, that Daniel F. Walden
received fifty-four negroes: after the appovtionment was made, and
a few days atterwards, hie sold them in this city, at auction, to the
highest bidder. and purchased twenty-two of them himself, and car-
ried them to New Orleans: the balance of them were sold to citizens
of this State: And the slaves imported in the schooners Louisa and
Merino were sold in obedience to the order of Court, and purchasel
by the eitizens of this place. except four of the negroes purchased by
Allen Glover. of Demopolis. and James Wade, of Claiborne.

I have the honor to be your ob’t. serv’t,
JER'II AUSTILL.

Hesny Hyreneock, Esquire.

The Mandates from the Supreme Court are not embraced in the
tran=cript,
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: ‘_Y -

.ﬂlabama Terntar qf the Umled States, Geuera,l Caur! Jul _/
o : Term, 1818. R

Before )011, thc Honorahlc J udgcs in and for the sald Termtor v,
come the United States of Amemca, by William Crawford, their At- .'
torney for said Territory, and give the Court here to understand and -
be informed, that on: the ninth day of June, in the year of our Lo
‘one thousand elght hundrcd and’ emhteen, the American vessel. called
Merino; having an American regxstcr and of the burtlien of seventy-
five tons, or thercahouts, and owned. in whale by Asahel Grossand .~
.Wllllam H. Robertson, having' on board . ninetcen. negroes: having, -
“some short time previous, taken on board said- negroes at the port otr K
Havana, in the Island of . Cuba, being a foreign’ port, in the possession.
of the King of Spam. with intent to land the same in the United States,
and to hold the same as slaves to service or labor;, was found, seized, .
and taken possession of, by Isaac M'Keever, Esq. Commander of the
‘United States ketch or vessel called - the Surprise, in the Bay of Pen-. -
sacola, within the Jums(hctmnal limits of the United' States; and havi ing. -
on board also a valuable cargo. cons1stmg of forty-four hogsheads of ;
molasses, cighteen hogsheads of sugar, ‘twenty-five boxes of sugar,
ninety - boxes -of . segars, fruits, straw hats, and baskets, two boxes of
-sugar, one barrel of coffec, and onc keg of olives. two jais of olives; .
ship stores, and other articles; and-that the said vesscl, Merino, toge- -
ther with the' cargo .and negroes.on board, have been brought by thc :
said Isaac M¢Keever, Esq (.,ommander. -&c. into the Port. o[‘ Moblle,~ .
in the District of Mobile, and are now within the jurisdiction of this

_ Court, for a violaticn of the Act of Longrcss, entitled ¢ An Act to -
prohibit the introduction . of slaves into s any port or place within the, -
B musdxct:on of the United States, from and after tlic first day of Jan- -

_uary, in the year of our Lord onc thousand CIght Tamdred and cight,”
particularly. for a: violation of the scventh article of the said act. - .

The said United States, by-their said Attorney, further shew to the -

Judgee of this Honorable Court, that, on or ‘about the third day of
- June, in. the year of our Lord. cne thousand cight hundred and. cwht-
cen, divers citizens of the United -States took and received on boud.
of the Amcman vessel called the Merino, owned. in whole by Ame. -
 rican citizens, by Asabel Gross and William H. Robertson, and trans-
ported from the Island of. ‘Cuba, being a forcign place, in the! posses- ©
‘sion of the ng of Spain, nineteen negroes, not being inhabitants nor -
- held to service by the Jaws of either of the States or ‘Lerritorics of
. the United States, for the p: .lpuce of being lu,ld to service; au(l that "
~the said vessel caled the Merino, togetlicr mth a valuable cargo, and g
-the. said. ncqu '0CS, WEL'C, 0N Ol aLmlt the ch dav of: me, in theyem
‘1818, found, seized, and taken, Jossession of.'in "thie Bay. of Pensacol, -
o within the ;uucdlctloml limits of the United: States: by Isaac MéKeg- -
“ver, Esquire, Commandant of the. United Stafes ketch or-vessel calied
the Smpusc i and that the said vessel called the: Merino, 4 getlier
_with her -cargn, and the said negroes, have been brought by the-siid .
lv\ac \I‘Is.u:\ ery quvm‘ "Lumw. wdler, &, to the Port of \Iubnlc, in %
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the District of Mobile, and within the jurisdiction of this Court, for
a vislution of the Inws of the United States, parvticularly for a viola-
tion of the fuurth seetion of the Act of Congress, entitled  « An Act
in addition to an Act to prohibit the introduction of slaves into any
port ai place within the jurisdiction of the United States, from and
after the first day of January, in the year of onr Lord one thousand
cight hundred and cight. and to repeal certain parts of the same.”
e United States, by their said Attorney. further give the Judges of
this Honorable Court to understand and be informed, that, on or about
the 23th duy of Aprilyin the year 1818, divers citizens of the United
States fitted, cquipped, and prepared to sail, the American vessel
called the Mevino, having an American vegister, from the Port of Mo.
bile, within the jorisdiction of the United States. for the purpose of
procuring negroes from the Island of Cuba, a forcign place. in the
possession of the King of Spain, to be transported to Pensacola, a
place in the possession of the King of Spain on the said 25th day of .
April, 1818, but now, and on the 9th day of June, 1818, in the pos-
session of the United States of America, and thence to Mobile, in the
District of Mobile, in the United States. and that the said vessel call-
od the Merino, together with her cargo and the nineteen negroes takeu
on bourd of the sail vessel, at the Island off Cuba afovesaid, were, on
he Oth day of Juue, 1818, found, seized, and taken possession of, in
the Bay of Pensacola, navigable from the sea by vessels of ten tous
barthen or upwards, by Isaac M-Keever, Esquire, Commander of the
United States keteh or vessel called the Surprise, in pursuance of in-
structions firom the proper officers.

Wherclore the suid United States pray that a citation may issue,
and that the suid vessel Merino, togethier with her tackle, apparel,
and fuenitare, and also her cargo. may be declared. by a decree of this
Court, to be forfeited to the said United States, and may be condemn-
el to be sold, and the proceeds of such sale may be distributed ac-
cording to faw,

And the suid United States further pray that the said nincteen ne-
groes may, in virtie of the Acts of Congress. in such case made and
provided, and of the Act of the Territorial Legislature, passed in
purstance of the Acts of Congress in such cases, be declared, by 4
Decree of this Court. to be forfeited, and may be condemned to be sold,
and the preceeds of sale distributed according to law.

WM. CRAWFORD,
dAttarney of the U, 8. for the Alabama Territory.

Piled 1oth June, 1818,
.. Garxes, D0 Coand C

MNabama Tervitory of the United States, General Court of suid lerritory.

The President of the United States to the Marshal of the said Ter-
ritory, greeting:—You are hereby commanded to seize and into your
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possession take the American schooner cailed the Merino riow riding
at anchor in the port of Mobile in said territory, together with her
tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo found on board of her,
consisting of the following goods, wares, and merchandise, viz: forty
four hogsheads of molasses, eighteen hogsheads of sugar, twenty-five
boxes of sugar, ninety boxes of cigars, fruits, straw hats and baskets,
two boxes of sugar, one barrel of coffee, one keg of olives, two jars of
do. ship-stores and other articles; alse, ninetcen negro slaves which
were imported in the sameschooner Merino, contrary, as is alleged, to
the laws of the U. States, and you are hereby authorized empowered and
strictly enjoined, peremptorily to cite, and admonish, all persons what-
soever having or pretending to have, any right, title, or interest, or
claim in or to the said schooner Merino, her tackle, apparel, and furni-
ture, and the cargo found on board of her, and slaves libelled in our
said court, for a breach of the laws of the United States aforesaid, to
be and appear before the- Honorable the General Court of the Alaba-
ma Territory, to be holden at the town of St. Stephens, in the county
of Washington, in said territory, on the first Monday of July, in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and cighteen. And what-
soever you shall do in the premises you shall duly certify unto the
judges aforesaid :at the time and place aforesaid, together with these
presents.

Witness the Hon. Harry Toulmin, Senior Judge of our said court,
the first Monday of January, in the year of Loird one thousand cight
hundred and eighteen, and of the Independence of the United States
the forty second year.

Issued 16tk June, 1818,
Adttest F. H. GAINES,
D. €. Gen. Ct.

Received the 17th June 1818, and executed the 18th on the schooner
and the within memorandum of goods.

J. P. KENNEDY, D. M.

Alabama Territory of the United States, General Court.

The President of the United States to the Marshal of said Terri-
tory, greeting: )

Whereas nineteen African negroes fonnd on board the Amcrican
schooner called the Merino, have been libelled in the said court for a
violation of the laws of the United States, and have been scized and
by you taken into possession as liable to condemnation, and whereas
Francis Barrias, Ignatius Balderas, Dicgo Crispo, and Henry Mi-
chelet, subjects of the King of Spain, residing in the town of Pensacola,
in the province of West Fl8rida, a part of the dominions of the King
of Spain, have claimed the said ninetcen African negroes, as being

2
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their true, lawful, and bona fide property, and praying that the same
may be restored, you are therefore commanded and strictly enjoined
to cite and admonish all persons having or pretending to have any in-
terest in the condemnation of the aforesaid nineteen African negroes,
to be and appear before the General Court of the Alabama Territory,
to be holden in the town of St. Stepliens, on the first Monday in Jan-
uary next, to show cause to the said court when in session, if any they
have or can, why the aforesaid nineteen African negroes should not
be restored to the said Francis Barrias, Iguatius Balderas, Diego .
Crispo, and Henry Michelet, and whatseever you shall do in the pre-
mises you shall duly certify, under your hand and seal, to our said court
when in session.

Witness the Hon. Harry Toulmin, Scnior Judge of our said court,
the first Monday in July, in the ycar of our Lord onc thousand cight
hundred and eighteen, and of the sovereignty and Independence of the
United States of America the forty-thivd year.

Issued 20 August, 1818, ,
Attest I, 1. GAINES,
D. (. Gen. Ct

Advertised.

J. HANES, Murshul. i
The United States } In the General court of the Alabama

s Territory in admiralty sitting.

schooner Louisa and cargo.
The United States

0. I Inthe Gen, Court of the Alabama T'er-
"T'he schooner Louisa and (ritory, in adwmiralty sitting.
cargo.

Unto the said Court comes Samuel Paxton, by his attorney David
Rust, and claims the said schooner Louisa, mentioned in the said libel
of the United States, in this behalf filed—as his own lawful property,
and denying all and singular the allegations in the said libel of the said
United States contained, he owns that the said schooner is not forfeit-
ed to the United States for any such cause as is in the said libel alleg-
ed, and prays that the same may berestored to them with costs, &c. &c.

Of the Lerm of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and eighteen.

To the Honorable the Judges of the General Court of the Alabama
Territory, in Adwmiralty sitting:

The libel of Francis Barrias, Ignacios Balderas, Dicgo Crispo,
and Henry Michelet, all and each of them subjects of the King of
Spain, residing in Pensacola, in the Province of West Florida, a part
of the dominions of the King of Spain,"most respectfully alleges,
propounds, and states, that your libellants, on or about the third of
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June, in the year of Christ one thousand eight hundred and eighteen,
did ship in and on board a certain American schooner called the Me-
rino, nineteen negiocs, slaves, to wit: the said Francis Barrias one
aegro slave, the said Ignacios Balderos twonegro slaves, the said Diego
Crispo twelve negro slaves, and the said Henry Michiclet four negro
slaves, the true, lawful, and bona fide property of your libellants, to
be transported in and on board the said schooner to Pensacola, in the
Province of West Florida, from the port of Havanna, in the Island of
Cuba, a part of the dominions of their Sovercign the King of Spain,
where the said schooner then was, and both of which places, of ship-
ment and delivery, were then, and now are, provinces, colonies, or
dependencies of the kingdom of Spain, aforesaid; that the said schoon-
er did proceed on her said voyage, with the said negrees on board,
with the intention to land and deliver the same at Pensacola, afore-
said, to your libellants, according to the undertaking and agreement
of the master of said schooner; that, upon the arvival of the said
schooner, at the port of Pensacola aforesaid, the same was occupied
by the military forces of the United States, by virtue of certain arti-
cles of capitulation with the authorities and forces of the King of
Spain; the said schooner, with the said nineteen negroes on board,
were then and there, in the harbor of Pensacola, illegally and forcibly
seized and taken by the force and power of the officers and crew, and
guns, of the United States’ ketch Surprise, Licut. Isaac M<Keever,
commander, and sent into Mobile, in the Alabama Territory, in the
United States, where the said negroes and the said vessel now are, in
custody of the Marshal of this Court, and proceedings instituted against
them, in this Honorable Court, for condemnation; all which your li-
bellants expressly allege, is contrary to the law of nations and of the
United States; therefore, they pray that Admiralty process may issue
against the said nineteen negroes, that the usual monition may issue,
and that they may be decreed to he restored to them, with costs.
D. RUST, Proctor.

Let Admiralty process issue.
HARRY TOULMIN, J. 4. T.
H. Y. WEBB, J. 4. T.
oth July, 1818.

Issued, 20th August, 1818.
F. H. GAINES, D, C. Gen. C't,

In the General Court of the Alabama

vs Territory—in Adwiralty,

Schooner Merino and cargo.

Unto the said Court comes Wm. H. Robertson and Asahel Gross,
by David Rust, their Proctor. and claims the schooner Merino, her
tackle, wearing apparel, and furniture, and merchandise, and cargo,
“found on beard of said schooner, and mentioned in the said libel of the
United States, in this behalf filed, as his own lawful property, and de-

'The United States, }
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nying all and singular the allegations in the said libel of the United
States contained.  They aver, that said schooner, her tackle, wearing
apparel. furniture. and mmch'l.ndm(, and cargo, found ou board of
satd schooner, is not forfeited to the United States, for any such cause
as is, in the said libel, alleged; and prays that the same may be restor-
ed to them, with costs, &c.

DAVID RUST, Proctor.

William H, Robertson, the claimant in this cause, being sworn,
says, that the facts sct forth in the foregoing claim, are true.
WM. H. ROBERTSON.
Sworn in open Court, this 8th June, 1821,
R. C. LANE, Clerk.

AxraBava GeNERAL CourT, July Term, 1818.

The United States, }
TS,
Schoeoner Merino, and cargo.
The United States, }
vS.
Schooner Louisa, and cargo.
The United States,
s, } '
Sch’r. Constitution, and cargo.

On the trial of the ahove causes. it was agreed, as well on the part
of the United States, as for the claimants of the three schooners, that
they shall be admitted to be American vessels, and commanded by
American citizens, to wit: the Merino, owned by Asahel Gross and
William H. Robertson; the Louisa, ownéd by Samuel Paxton; and the
Constitution, owned by M. White and Walden, and that all
the above owners are American citizens: and that the commanders,
to wit: Asahel Gross, commander of the Merino. Peidro Revero, com-
mander of the Louisa, and Peckham, commander of the Consti-
tution, are all American citizens.

D. RUST,
JAitoruey for Claimants,

Memorandum of the cargo of the schiooner Merino, which was dis-
charged from on board of said vessel, and placed in the custody of the
Marshal of the Alabaina T'erritory, in consequence of an order of
seizure, to said Marshal divected, bearmg date thie —— day of June,
1818, from the General Court 0(’ said Territory:

1 box of Sweetmeats, - landed and stored.
1 do bottled Brandy, (half full) broken open, do

1 largeboxof Jellics, broken open, two-thirds full, do
79 bexes of Cigars - - - do
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21 Baskets - - - - do
45 Straw Flats - - - - do
1 barrel of Coffee - - - do
2 jars of Olives - - - do
a7 boxes of Sugar - - - do
18 hhds. of do - - do

44 hhds, of Molasses, 13 landed and qtored
19 Slaves, in the custody of the Deputy Marshal.

Account of sales of fruit and perishable property, taken on boaid the
schooner Merino, and sold by consent, for the benefit of those
whom it may concern:

413 Pine Apples at 123 - - - %51 623
72 Cocoa Nuts, at 6% - - - - 4 50 -

775 Plantains - - - - - 11 50

8 Watermelons - - - - ’ 2 00

2 barrels of Limes, at § 21 - - - 42 00

' 111 62%

820 Cocoa Nuts, at 7 cents - - . " 57 40

%169 023

Valuation of the schooner Merino and cargo, appraised by Christo-
pher Strong Stewart, D. Duval, and Henry D. Merritt:

Schooner, valued at nine hundred dollars, - - $900 00
Cargo:

6 boxes of brown Sugar, 2,392 at7cts. - - 167 44
19 do white 7,644 at 10 - - 764 40
44 hhds. Molasses, 4,474 at 40 - - 1,791 60
18 do Muscovado Sugar, 15,693 at 8 cents .- 1,095 44
72 quarter boxes Segars, at $2 50 - - 180 00
£ half do do at %5 - - - 10 00
5 whole do do at 10 - - - 50 00
33 gent. Chip Hats, at50 cents - - - 16 50
5 targe brim do - - - - - 3 00
22 Palmeta Blankets, at 6 cents - - - 1 37%
4,980 75%

Sale of fruits by the Marshal, not returned

The above valuation is made, exclusive of duties.
CHRISTOPHER 8. STEWART..
D. DUVAL.
HENRY D. MERRIT.

Mobile, 25th July, 1818.

Filed, s0th July, 1818,
¥F. H. Gaixes, D. C. Gen. C't.
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Alabama Tervitory of the Uniled Stales:

T'he President of the United States to the Marshal of said Teyri-

tory, grecting:

Whereas, at a General Court holden for said Territory, inthe town
of St. Stephens, on the 1st Monday of July, 1818, it was ovdered, that
the vessel Merino and cargo, and the schr. Louisa and cargg, and the
schooner Constitution and cargo, should be delivercd to the claimants
of the same, on their entering into bond in the appraised value thereof,
with Samuel H. Garrow, Lewis Judson, David Files, John W. 8i-
monton, and Joscph 8. Patten, or any four of them, David Files being
one, as securities for the forthcoming of the property, to abide the
decision and decree of the said Court; Amd whereas an appraisement,
on oath, of the valuation of the vessel Merino and cargo hag been
filed, and bond in double the amount thereof, conditinned as aforesaid,
entered into and filed in the Clerk’s oflice of said Court, with David
Files, Jotham S. Patten, John W. Simonton. and S, L. Garrow, as
securities—you are therefore required and strictly commanded, that
you deliver unto William IL. Robertson and Asahel Gross the said
vessel called the Merino, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the
cargo on board the same, consisting of six boxes of brown sugar,
weight 2,392 lbs, nincteen boxes of white sugar, 7.644 lbs. forty-lovr
hogsheads of molasses, 4,479 gallons, eighteen hogsheads of muscova.
do sugar, weighing 3,693 Ws. seventy-two quarter boxes of Spanish
segars, two half boxes of the same, five whole boxes of the same, thir-
ty-three gentlemen’s chip hats, three large brimmed ditto, and twy
palmetto blankets, together with the proceeds of the sale of the fruits
scld by the Marshal, being part of the cargo, which said vessel called
Merino and cargo aforesaid, by our writ, you have seized and taken
into your possession, for a vielation of the laws of the United States,
as by theirlibel we are given tounderstand; and whatsoever you shall
do in the premises, you shall certify to our said Judges of said Court,
at the Court to be holden for said "Territory, in the town of St. Ste-
phens, on the first Monday of January next. Witness, the Honorable
Hannry "Tovrmin, Esq. Senior Judge of said Court, the first Mon-
day of July, A.D. 1818, and 43d year of American Tudependence.

Issued, S1stJuly, 1818.
Attest:—F. H. Gaines, D. C. Gen. C't.

Received, 6th Angust, 1818.—J. Y. KExNeDY, . Murshal—and
delivered agrecably to the within order.

Received. 8th August, 1818, of Joseph P, Kennedy, Esq. Deputy
Marshal of the Alabama Territory. forty-three steaw hats. seventy-
two quarter boxes of segars, two boxes of sugar, two half do. five
whole do. and a quantity ol baskets.

Far Wm. 15 Roberison and Asalel Gross,

J. W.SIMONTON.
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Received, 9th August, 1818, of Joceph P. Kennedy, Deputy Mar-
shal, nineteen boxes of white, and six boxes of brown sugar, meution-
ed in the within certificate.

J. W. SIMONTON,
For William H. Roberison and Asahel Gross.

Received, Mobile, 20th August, 1818, of Joseph P, Kennedy, Esq.
forty-four hogsheads of molasses, eighteen hogsheads of sugars, nine-
teen boxes of white do. six do. brown do. a quantity of buskets and
straw hats; all other receipts given heretofore, for this property, to
be considered null and void. -

J. W, SIMONTON,
For 1Fm. I1. Robertson and 4. Gross.

William H. Robertson, Agent for Crispo and Michelet, two of the
elaimants in the case of the Uuited States against schooner Merino
and cargo of slaves, being duly swern, deposes and says, that he re-
ceived a letter a few days since, from Michelet, who stated thereiu,
that he had received aletter from one of the claimants in Havana, re-
questing to know when the Court would meet, and. generally, infor-
mation on the subject of the prosccution against the property claimed
by them; and that. to his knowledge, they had employed counsel, of
whose aid they have been deprived in this Court, by circumstances
over which they have had no control.

WM. H. ROBERTSON.

Sworn to, in open Cowrt, 26th Feb, 1821.
‘ R. C. Lax~E, Clerk.

And now comes heve, William H. Robertson, by Samuel Acre, his
Proctor, and claims the schooner Merino, her tackle, apparel, and
farniture, and cargo; and for his claim and answer unto the said libel,
he saitn, thatthe said schooner and cargo are the bona fide property of
this claimant and Asalicl Gross; that on or about the 10th day of
June, in the year 1818, the said schooner sailed from the port of Ha.
vana, in the Island of Cuba, in the dominions of the King of Spain,
bound for the port of Pensacola, in the Province of West Florida, then
a port belonging to the King of Spain.  This claimant further an-
swering, saith, that, while prosecuting the voyage atoresaid, and after
the arrival of the said schooner in the Bay of Pensacola, within the
territorial jurisdiction of the King of Spain, and while at anchor un-
der the guns of the Fort of the Barrancas, belonging to the King of
Spain aforesaid, and within the harbor of Pensacola aforesaid, was
forcibly seized and taken possession of by the Navy of the United
States, between whom and the King of Spain there then was, and still
is, peace and amity, and by the commander of the gun vessel ketch
Surprise, sent into the port of Mobile, within the territories and ju-
risdictional limits of the United States; and this claimant, further an-
swering, saith, the negroes found on board of said schooner were
brought by her from the said port of Havana, in the Island of Cuba.
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in the dominious ot the King of Spain aforesaid, and were taken on
board as passengers, the property ol Spanish subjects, residing in
Pensacola, and with intent to land them in Pensacola aforesaid, and
not within any part or place ot the United States, or of the Territo.
viex thereof: and that the said schooner and cargo are not forfeited
under any of the laws of the United States: whereof the said Robert.
son doth claim the said schooner, her apparel. furniture, and tackle,
and cargo, as the bona fide property of himseli’ and Asahiel Gross,
aforesaid, and praying the same may be restored, and that they may
have their costs, in this matter sustained, and their damages. occa.
sioned by the scizure and detention of the said schooner, so unlaw-
fully made, to them decreed.
SAMUEIL ACRE,
LProctor for claimant.

Swarn and subscribed to, in open Court, the 14th January, 1823,
W. II. ROBXRTSUN.

R. C. Laxg. Clerk.

UNITED STATES 0F AMERICA,
Jlabama Territory.

General Court, July Term, 1818,

Be it vemembered, that before the Honorable the Judges of the Ge-
neral Courtinand for the Alabama Territory, comes William Craw-
ford, Attorney of the United States of America. in and for the <aid
Territory, and prosecuting as well on behalf of the United States as
of Gieorge M. Brook, Esq. 2 Colonelin the Army of the United States,
gives the Court here to understand and be informed, that heretofore,
to wit: on the 9th day of June, in the year 1818, upon waters naviga-
ble from the sea by vessels of ten or more tons burthen, the said
George M. Brooke, Esq. seized, as forfeited under the laws of the
United States, a certain schooner or vessel called the Constitution. of
the burthen of tons, or thercabouts, together with her tackle. ap-
parel, and furniture, and the goods aud effects found on board the
said schooner, to wit: one hundred boxes brown Havana sugar, and
seventy-five bags of coffee, and also at the same time seized, on board
of said schooner, eighty-fonr negroes, as subject to such regulations as
the Legislature of the Alabama Territory has made, or may make, for
the disposing of the same: For this. that after the 10th
day of May, in the year 1800, to wit: between tie 15t TFirst count,
and 10th days of June, in the year 1818, the said ‘f;;g';‘“‘;‘i’lgﬁ"j'
schooner or vessel called Consuitution, being a vessel B
of the United States, owned by a citizen or citizens of
the United States, to the said Attorney as yet unknown. was em-
ployed in carrying on trade, business, or traflic, contrary to the
true intent and meaning of the act of the Congress of the United
States, passed on the 10th day of May. in the year 1900, entitled - An
act in addition to wiract eutitled An actto probibit the carrying on the
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slave trade from the United States, to any foreign place or conntry,™
that is to say, was, between the 1st and 10th days of June, in the year
1818, aforesaid, employed or made use of in the transportation of
slaves from one foreign place or country to another, to wit: was em-
ployed or made use ol in the transportation or carrying of eighty-
four negro slaves from the foreigh port or place of Havana, in the
Lilanit of Cuba, to the foreigi port or nlace of Pensacola. in the Pro-
vince of West Flovida, contrary to the form of said act, whereby, and
by force of the suid act. the said schooner or vessel called Constitu-
tion, together with the tackle, appavel, and furniture, and the said
goods and cfiects, other than slaves, found on board of the said schoon-
etv became, and are, forfeited,

And also, for this, that, after the 1st day of January, Second counts
in the year 1808, to wit: between the 1st and 10th days Sth see. Act e

\ M R . v March, 1807,
of Junee afopesaid, the said schooner or vessel called
Constitution, was found in a viver, port. bay, or harbor, or on the
Ligh seas, within the jurisdictional limits of the United States. ov
hovering on the coast thereof, having on board some negro, mulatto,
or persons of color, to wit: having on hoard the aforesaid eighty-four
negroes, seized as aloresaid, for the purpose of selling them as slaves,
ot with intent to land the same in some port or place within the juris-
diction of the United States, contrary to the prohibitions of the acts of
the Congress of the United States, in such case made and provided:
whereby, and by force of the said acts. the said schooner or vessel, to-
gether with her tackle, apparel, and furniture. and the said goods and
effvcts found on board the same, became, and are. forfeited,

And also, for this, that, after the 20th day of Apuil, .
inthe year 1818, a citizen or citizens of the United ,,Tl;'e"g c::tn‘t?.d
States, or some other person or persons, to the said At- Xpril,.1é13.~
rney as yet unknown, for himself or themselves, or
for some other person or persons, to the said Attorney also unknown,
cither as master, factor, or owner, did build, fit, equip. toad. or other-
wise preparc. a ship or vessel in o port or place within the jurisdic-
tioy of the United States, for the purpose of procuring some negro,
mulatto, or person of color, from some foreign kingidom, place, or
country, to he transported to some pert or place to be held, sold, or
disposed of as slaves, or to be held to seevice or Iabor, contrary to
the form of the act in that case made and provided: and that the said
schooner or vessel called Coustitution, is a ship or vessel. wasso fitteld
out, equipped, laden. or otherwise prepared for the purpose aforesaid,
contrary to the form of the act in such case made and provided: where-
by, and by force of the said act, the said schooner or vessel called
Constitution, her tackle. apparel, and furniture. and lading, consist-
ing of the said one hundred boxes of brown Havanasugar, and seventy.
five bags of coffee, became, and are, forfeited,
- And adso, for this, that, after the suid 20th day of Fourth Count.
Aprily in the vear 1818, to wit: hetween the 1st and 'L\”'f"c' Act 20th

oy . L Y April, 1818.

toth days of June aforesaids a certain citizen or citizens
ol the U7 States, or some pereon ov persons vesident within the juriv.

)
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diction of the same, to the said Attorney as yet unknown, did take ou
Bourd, veceive, or transport, from the port ot Havana, a foreign king-
doin. place, or country, under the dominion of the King of Spain, a cer
tain negro, mulatto, or person of color. to wit: eighty-four negroes, seiz-
ed as aloresaid. not being an inhabitant or inhabitants, nor held to
service by the laws of cither of the States or T'erritories of the United
States, in a cevtain ship or vessel, boat, or other water craft, for the
purpose ol holding, selling. or otherwise disposing of such person or
persons, as a slave o7 slaves, or to be held to service or labor, contra-
ry 1 the formof the act in such cise made and provided: and that the
said schooner or vessel called Constitution, is the ship, boat, or other
water crafty on which the said wegro. mulatto, or person of color, to
wit: the aforesaid eighty-tfonr negroes, was or were taken ou board,
received, or transported as aforesaid, contrary to the form of the stat.
ute in such case made and provided:s whereby, and by force of the
said act, the said schooneror vessel called Constitution, her tackle,
apparel, and turniture, and the gonds and effects found on board the
swne, or that were imported in the same voyage, to wit: the one hun-
dred boxes brown Havana sugar, and seveuty-five bags of coftee, be.
came. and are. forfeited,

And the said Attorney, who prosecutes as aforesaid. givesthe Court
Lieve turther to understand and be informed, that the schooner or ves-
sel called Constitution, together with the said goods and effects found
on hoard the same. and also the said eighty-four negroes seized as
subject 1o the regulations aforesaid. have been conveyed and are now
within the Hnits of the Alabama Territory, and within the jurisdic-
tinn of this Honorable Court.

Voheretore in consideration of the premises, the said Attorney, who
prasecutes as aforesaids prays that after due proceedings had accord-
e to daw, the sald schooner Constitution, her tackles apparel, and fur-
siture, together with the said 100 boxes of brown Havana sugar, and
75 bhags of coflee. the said gonds and efivets found on board the same.
nay be condemned as ferfeited, and thae the proceeds of the sale there-
uit may be distribited according 1o law,

And furthier piays, that the said cighty-forrnegroes may be and re-
nain, sebject o the regodations of the legislature of the Alabama ter
ritory, disposing of sucl negroes in the premises,

WM, CRAWFORD,
S Morney of the Uniled States foi the dlabema Territory,
Filed in oflice, Tith danuary, 1810,

The Aabama Tervitory of the Uriied Slales.
Gryeran Covwr or sard ‘Uengrrony.
The President of the United States. 1o the Marshal of said Per
tary, greefing —
You are hereby commanded to seive and into your possession take,
e Amevican schooner called the Constitution, now viding at anchor
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at the port of Mobile, together with the tackle, apparel and {urnituve.
of said vessel, and likewise the cargo on hoard of said vessel, was said
vessel called the Constitution, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and
cargo, have been libelled before the Generai Courtof the Alubama ter-
ritory. for a violation of the faws of the United States. purticularly of
the Revenue Laws thereof, and you are hereby authorvized, cmpowered
and strictly eijoined, to cite and admonish ail persons. having or pre-
tending any right, title, interest, or clain, in or to the said vessel, call-
ed the Lmhtltutum, her tackle. apparel, furniture, and cargos person.
ally to be and appear before the General Comet of the Alabatia territo- ‘
ty, to be holden in the town of St. Stephens, on the first Monday of
January next, to shew cause to the said Court, when in session, i any
they have, or can, why the said vesscl, called the Constitution, her
tackle, apparel, furniture, and cargo, should not be condenned as for-
feited to the said United States, and whatssever you shudl do in thie
premises, you shall duly certify under yorr hand and seal, to oty said
court when in session.

Witness the Honorable Harry Toulmin, Senior Judge of our said
Court, the first donday of luh. Ao DLsissand of the ‘Jmc[u"ni\
aud Independence of the United States of  Amcrica the forty- thitd
vear,

Issued 1sth July, 1818,

ArTtEst—Ii H. G \[\'ES, D. C. General Court,

Received the 16th July. 1818,

Executed on the said h(.hm)nvr Constitution @nd cargo, Jaly 1615,
518,

Jo PO KENNEDY, 1.0 of the 2. 7T

The Alabama Tervituiry of the United Slates.
Gexerabk Courrr or savnp TERRUIGRY.

Uhe President of the United States to the Marshal of said ‘Territory.
Greeting:

You ave hereby commanded to seize and into your possession tuke
the American schooner catled the Constitution, now riding at anchor
atthe port of Mobile, together with the tackle, apparel, .md Farniture
of said vessel, likewise th(, cargo on hoard of said vessel and eighty-
four negroes which were lmm(l on board said vessel: whieh sadd ves.
sel called Constitution, her tackle, apparcel, furniture and cargo, as
well as the said eighty-four negroes, have been lilielled before Lll(‘ Ge.
neral Court of the Alabama Territory, for a violation of the fuws of
the United States, particularly an act, entitled =+ Anact in addition to
anact to prohibit the introduction of slaves into any port or place
within the jurisdiction of the United States, from and after the 1st
day of an‘u'\‘ 1808, and to repeal certain parts of the same.” And
vou ape luuhy authorized, empowered, and strictly enjoined, to cite
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and admonish all persous having or pretending any vight, title, inter-
est, or claim, in or {o the sud vessel called the Constitution, her
tackle, apparel, and furniture, and cargo, and negroces, before enume.
rated, personally ta be and appear betore the General Conrt of the
Alabama T'ervitory, to be holden in the town of St. Stephens, on the
first Monday of January next, toshow cause to the said Court, when
in session, it any they have or can, why the said vessel called the Con.
stitution, her tackle. appavel, and furniture, and cargo. and the said
eighty-four negroes, should not be condemned as forfeited to the said
United States; and whatsoever you shall do in the premises. you shalt
duly certify, under your hand and seal, to oursaid Court, when in
session,

Witness the Honorable Havey ‘Toulmin, -Senior Judge of our said
Court, the first M nday of July. A.D. 1818, and of the sovereiguty
and independence of the United States the forty-third yecar.

. LI ..

Issued 15th July, 1818,

Attest: F. H. GAINES, . C. Gen. €'t

Recceived, the 16th July, 1818,

Txecuted on said schooner Constitution and cargo. and cighty ne-
gro slaves, 16th July, 1818,
J. P KENNEDY,
b, M oof 2. Territory.

er—————

Of the Term of July, in the year of our Lovd one thousand cight Tucudred
and cighteen.

"To the Honorable the Judges of the Alabama Territory, in Admi-
miralty sitting:

The libel of Antonio de Frias and David Nagie, all and each of
them subjects of the King of Spain, residing in the city of Havana, in
the Island of Cuba, a part of the dominions of the King of Spain, most
respecttully alleges, propounds, and states, that your libellants. onor
about the 16th June, 1818, did ship in and on board a certain Ameri-
can schooner called the Constitution, eighty-four negro slaves, to wit:
the said Antonio de Frias sixty-nine negro slaves, and the said David
Nagle fifteen negro slaves. the true, Tawful, and bona fide property of
vouwr libellants, to be transported incand on board the said schooner
Constitytion, to Pensacola, in the Pravinee of East Florida, a part of
the Kingdom of Spain, from the said port of Havana, where the said
schooner then was, and hoth of which places of shipment and delivery
were then, and now are, proviuces, colonies, or dependencies of’ the
Kingdom of Spain atorc<aids and the aforesaid negroes, at Pensacola,
were to be defivered to Benry Mitchelet and John Innerarity, both in-
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habitants of Pensacola, and subjects of the King of Spainy that the said
schooner did proceed on her said voyage, with the said negroes on
board. with the intention to land and deliver the same at Pensacola
aforesaid, to your libellants, consignees aforesaid, according to the
agreement and undertaking of the master of said schooner,

That. upon thearrival ot the said schiooner at the port of Pensacola
aforesaid. the same was occupied by the military forces of the United
States, by virtue of certain articles of capitulation with the authovities
and forces of the King ot Spain: that the said schooner, with the said
cighty-four negroes on board, were then and there, in the harbor of
Pensacola, illegally and forcibly seized by a military detachment from
the Fort Carlos, atthe Barrancas, of the United States® Army, under
the command of George M. Brooke, an oflicer of the United States’
Avny, commanding the suid Fort, and the said negroes were sent in
the said schooner, with a military armed guard on board, into the
port of Mobile, in the Alabama Territory. in the United States,
where the said vessel and the said negroes now are, in custody of the
Marshal of this Court, and proceedings instituted against them in this
Honorable Court, for condemmnation: all which your libellants ex-
pressly allege is contrary to the law of nations and of the United
States: Wherefore, they pray that Admiralty process may issue
against the said eighty-{our negroes, that the usual monition may issue,
and that they may be decreed o be restored 1o them, with costs, &c.

D, RUST, Proclor.

Let Admiralty process issuc,
HARRY TGULMIN,
Judge A, 1.
, H. Y. WEBB, J. A, T.
Issued 29th August. 1818.
¥. H. Gaines, Dt Clk.

Alabama Territory of the United Slates, General Court.

The President of the United States, to the Marshal of the said Ter-
ritory, Greetling:

Whereas, cighty four African negroes, found on board the American
schooner called the Constitution, have heen libelled in the said Court,
for a violation of the laws of the United States, and been seized, and
by you taken into possession. as liable to condemuation, and whereas,
Antonio De Friasand David Nagle, subjects of the King of Spain. re.
siding in the City ef Havana. in the Island of Cuba, a part6f the domi-
nions of the King ot Spain, have claimed the cighiy-four African ne-
groes, as being their true, lawtul, and bona fide property, and praying
that the same may be restored: you arve, therefure, commanded, and
strictly enjoined. to cite aud admenish all persons having, or prefend-
ing to have, any interest in the condemnation of the aforesaid cighty-
tour African negrocs, to be and appear hefure the General Court of
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"~ the Alabama 'I‘erntor) to be holdc.n at thc Town of St. &tephens, ou
- the first Monday of January next. to show cause tothe saii Court,
when in session. if any they have. or can, why the aforesaid African
negroes should not be restored to the said Antonio De Frias and Da-
vid Nagle And whatsoever you shall do in the premises, you shall
_duly certify under your hand and seal, when in session. N N
Wi mws:. the Honorable Harry ‘Toulmin, ‘Esquire, Senior J udve
of our sii! Court, the first Monday in July, in the year of our. Lnrd :
one thousund ught hundred and eighteen, and of the sovereignty and
-iee of the United States of America tlxc forty-third 3ear ‘
Assued, %I)th August, 1818. ‘ .
. Attc=t A F H. Gu\m
N ‘ - D C Gcnera! Court.

"uh o1 tzscd

- . Haves, Jharslml
.lnc Umted Sw\tes, . ..In the Genefal Court Qf “the .
- © s, : } Alabama Territory,in ad-
* The schocmu' Constitution and Cargo, miralty sitting.

gz Unto the said Court comes Daniel T. Walden and Maunsel White,
by their Attorney, David Rust, and claims the said schooner Gonsti.
tution, mentioned in the saidl libel of the United States. in that behalf
filed, as their own lawful property: and denying all and singular the
allegations in the said libel of “the said United States contained. They :
© aver, fhat the said schooner i is not forfeited to the United States for -
any such cause. as is, in the said libel, alleged; and prays that the. .
same may be restored to lum, with. costs, 6.0 &c. . :

‘Tlxc United Stafcs, ‘ . 3 In the General “Gourt'o'f the
S, Co } Alabama Territory, inad-
" The schooncr Constitution and Ce argo, miralty 51ttmg ;

Unto the said Court comes David Nagle, by David Rust, his proc-
tor, and claims the cargo on board the saidl schoorier, mentioned in the
said libel of the United States. in this behalf filed, as his own lawful

~property: and denying all and singular the allegatums in the said libel
of the said United States c'unta'incd They aver, that the said cargo

is not forfeited to the United States.for any such causes, as is, in the -
said libel allegeds and- pr Ays that the same may be rustored to lum, -
with costs, &c. &c. '

We, Henry D. Merrit, Chmtophcx Strong Stcwart. and Do.nlcl

- Duval, do solemn]y. sincerely, and truly swear, tlmt we will diligently

exaiine, appraise, the value of the schooners Mcx ino, Louisa, and Con-

~ stitution, .\ud thcu respcttne cargoes, w hich lmn been scw'd and }i-
) B R
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belled in the General Court of the Alabama Territory, according to our
best skill and judgment, and true returns make. 8o helpus God,
HENRY D, MERRIUTT,
CHRISTOPHER STRONG STEWART.
DANIEL DUVAL.

Sworn and subscribed to before us, this 14th day of July, 1818.
- ADDIN LEWIS,
JOHN KING, jr.
ALVAN ROBLSIHIOW,
Slanding Commissioners.

Valuation of the Schooner Constitution and Cargo, by Christopher 8.
Stewart, . Duval and Hewry B, Merritt,

Schnoner Constitution, including her tackle and apparel, valued at

two thousand five hundred dollas, $2,500 00
100 boxes brown Havana sugur, weighing 42,156 Ibs, at7

cts. per lb, 2,950 92
75 bags of cottee, weighing 11,766 lbs. at 22 cts, 2,588 52

Amount of valuation of Schooner Constitution and Cargo, $8,039.4%,

oxclusive of duties. ’

Mubile, 25th July, 1818.

. ' CHRISTOPHER S. STEWART\
D. bUVaL.

HENMNRY D, MERRITT.

I certify that the duties on the Cargn of the Schooner Constitution.
H. Peckham, master, 1rom ilavana, and the tonnage duty on the said
vessel, have been pad, or secared o he paid, according tu law.

Given unier my hand, atthe Custom House;, Mobile, this 27th day
of July, 1818,

ADDIN LEWIS, Cullector.

Jdlabama Territory of the United States. -
Mogine CouNry, }

To Jolm Hanes, Marshal of the Alabama Territory of the United
States, or to s lawiui depaty. greecting:

Forasmuch ws Lienienam Auram b, Sands, of the U, 8, corps of
Artllery, upon oath belore me, Alvan Robeshow, Esg. hath made infor-
mation, that on the £4ih day of Juine, A, D. 1318 the Auerican schoon-
er Constitution, waercod Menry Peckiam ix master, and Daniel %
Waldon is supercargo, bound ivom the port of Havana. a foyeign port,
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to the port of New-Ovleans, in the siate of Douisiana, laden with sugar
and coffee, and having on boara a quntity of negroes, slaves, was ta-
ken pussession of by Colenel George M. Brooke, of the U. States’ ar.
my and the garrison at fort San Carlos De Barrancas, in Pensacoly
Bay. off that post. chavged with a violution of the several acts of the
Congress of the United States, relating to the slave trade, these are
therefore to command you that, immediately upon sight hereof, you do
apprehend the said Henry Peckham, and Daniel 1. Waldon, and
bring them before me, the Chief Justice aforesaid, to answer the pre.
mises and to be dealt with according to the laws of the United States,
in such cases made and provided,  Herein fail not.

Given under the hand and seal of Alvan Roheshow, the Chief Justice
aforesuid, this 29th day of June, A ). 1818,

ALVAN ROBESHOW, €. J. 0. C.in C. M. [r.s.]

Received 29th Jane, 1818,
J. P KExNEDY, D. M.
Fxecuted 29th June, 1818.

Tie United States of odmerica,
Avigama Disrricr. }
District Court, Mobite. February Term, 1821,

And now before the Honorable Court, sitting in adwiralty, comes
Curtis Lewis, of the town of Mobile, in said District, being at the time
hereinafter mentioned. the inspector of the port and District of Mo.
bile. and comniander of the Revenue Boat of the said portand district,
who claims and prosecutes, as well in behalt” of himselfl as of his crew
on hoard of said boat, and gives the conrt to understand and be inform-
edy that heretofore, to wit.: on the 20th of June, in the year 1818, the
said Lewis did command, as master, the boat aforesaid—that the said
boat wus a commissioned vessel of the United States—that he the said
Lewis, commanding as aforesaid, and with the said vessel and the said
cre-son hoard thereofl in the day and year aforesaid, at sea. to wit:
near Mobile Poiuto and within the jurisdiction of the United States. and
of the said District aloresaid, did seize and take as forfeited. under the
fawsof the United States as furlcited, a certain schoaner or vessel cal-
{ed Constitetion, of —— tons burihen, together with her tackle and ap-
paael and goods and effects, on bowrd of said schooners to wit: one
hundred boxes brown flavana sugar, and seventy-five bags of coffee,
aiid also seized on bourd of said schooner eighty four African negro
slaves, as subject to such regulations as the legislature of the "Territory,
now state of Aaban had provided, and the said Lewis did then and
there hring the «aid schooner. tuken and seized as aforesaid, into the
said port of Mobile, whereot due report was muade to the Collector of
ihe said port, wiad alsy to the District Attorney of the United States
for said Disuiet. :

And thie said Lewis, in behalf of himscli and crew atoresaid. fuvther
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propounds and declares, that the said schooner Constitution, at thg

“time of the seizure aforcsaid, was employed in carrying on trade, bu-
siness, or traffic, contrary to-the true intent and meaning of theact of -
Congress, passed in-the year 1800, entitled an act. in' addition-to thé
act, entitled anact to prohibit the carrying on the slave trade from the -
United States, to any foreign place or country,” that the said schooner
was owned at the time of the said seizure, by a citizen or citizens of
the United States, to the said Lewis unknown, and was: then and there
employed in carrying the said negro slaves from the foreign place of
Havana. in the Island of Cuba. to the other forcign place of Pensacola,
in West Florida, and the said Curtis, also in behalf of said crew. pro-
pounds and states. that the said schooner Constitation, after thée 224 of
March, 1794. to wit:on the — day of —— 1818, was prepared with-
in the port of New Orleans, within the United States. by certain per-
sons who were citizens of the United States, or persors therein resid-
ing, to the said Lewis unknown, as master or factor of said schooner,
and'was caused by said persons to sail from the said port of New Or-
leans, for the purpose of carrying on trade and traffic in slaves, to a fo-
reign country, to wit: to Havana ini the Island of Cuba. and- at the

 time of the seizure aforesaid, to wit: on the said 29th June, 1818, the'

-said scheoner was employed in carrying on trade and trafficin slaves,
contrary to the true intent and meaning of the act of congress, entitled
“an act to prohibit the carrying on the slave trade from the United -
States to any foreign place. or country®—passed 224 March, 1794, -
and the other acts of Congress, prohibiting the slave trade, and the
said Curtis also, for himself and crew aforesaid. further propounds,.
that -the said schooner Constitution at the time of the said" seizure,
made as aforesaid. was found. to wit: on the said 29th June, 1818, on -
the high seas, within the jurisdictional limits of the United States, and

. of the District of Alabama, having-on board cight-four negroes. for
the purpose of selling them as slaves, or with intent to land them in .
‘theUnited States, contrary to the prokibition of the act of Congress
in such case, passed 2d March, 1807, and was on the said g9th June,
1818, when seized, a vessel of the United States, and the Revenuc boat
aforesaid was then an armed vessel of the United States, and thenon a *
ernise—all which premises ars and were true, public. and notorious,
of which true proof having made. the said Curtis prays the usual pro- .
cess of monition of this Honorable Court. in this behalf. to-be made,
and that all persons interested in said scheoner. tackle, apparel, fur-.
viture and goods, and effects, found on hoard, be cited to appear to.an.

- swer the premises. and that all due proceedings be had, that the sajd
schooner. her tackle, “apparcl, furniture, and goods, found on board,
and effect the causes appearing, and others not mentioned; and ap.
pearing, be condemned by the definitive sentence; as forfeited and ad-

o o - CURTIS LEWIS,

O .- .BylJ. PICKENS, att'y.

- Filed 24th Feb. 1814. = S U
' R. C. LawE, Clh. -

4 o
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STATE oF ALABAMA.

Curtis Lewis, being sworn, deposes and says, that, on the 6th of
July, 1818, he presented William Crawford, Esq. Attorney for the
United States, a copy of a seizure of the Schooner Constitution, of
New York, her cargo. and eighty-three African negroes, on board the
same. Ho further deposes and says, that the said Attorney asked
him, the said Lewis. on what section or sections of the slave act he
would have the libel founded? To which the deponent answered, yeu

can best judge.
CURTIS LEWIS,

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 27th Feb. 1821.
ROBERT CARR LANE,
Clerk Alabama Disiricl.

UniTen STATES o AMERICA,
Alabama District.

At the District Court for the said Alabama District, at the Felyru.
ary term, 1821, holden at Mobile, comes Addin Lewis, the Collector
ot the Customs in and for the port of Mobile, in said District, and re-
spectfully prefers his claim, under the laws of the United States, and
of the Terrvitory and State of Alabama, in and to the proportional
part of eighty-four negroes. taken on board the schooner Constitution,
nineteen negroes taken on board the Merino, and six negroes taken on
beard the Louisa: all of which negroes were seized and brought into
the said port on or about the 29th June, 1818, as liable to forfeiture for
violating the laws of the United States. prohibiting the slave trade,
and the impe.tation of slaves. And the said Lewis gives the Court
here to understand, and be informed, that, at the time of the seizure
and bringing into port of the negroes. as aforesaid, he was and still is,
the Collector of said port, and that, by the Iaws of the United States,
and of this Territory, now State, the said Lewis was and is entitled,
if there be nv informer, to one-half, and, if there be an informer or
prosecutor, to one-fourth of the said negroes, taken and hrought in as
aforesaid, contrary to the said laws of the United States; and that the
said Lewis gave due information to the District Attorney of the United
States and to the Governor of this Territory. Wherefore, the said
Lewis, after due force of all the material matters herein set forth. prays
that the said negroes may be condemned. according to law, and so
disposed of that the said Lewis may obtain his proper distributien, &c.

ADDIN LEWIS,
By J. PICKENS, his Att’y.

Filed, 27th Februavy, 1821. -

R. C. LANE, Clerk.
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Tothe Hon. Charles Tait, Esq. Judge of the District Court of the United
Stales for the Alabama District: '

The petition of Curtis Lewis humbly sheweth to your honor, that,
or or about the 29th July, 1818, he, as inspector and commander of
the Revenue Boat of the United States for the district and port of Mo-
bile, on a cruise, boarded the American schooner Constitution, of New
York, off Mobile Point, on the high seas: that he found on board said
vessel cighty-four Afvican negroes, which. he was informed, had been
transported on bgard said vessel from Havana, a foreign country or
place, to Pensacola, a foreign place or country. He was also inform.
ed that Col. Brooke, then commanding the troops of the United States
in Pensacola, took possession of said vessel, and ordered Capt. A. L.
Sands on board, to take the vessel, cargo, and slaves to Mobile, which
vessel your petitioner seized, in due {orin, as commander of the United
States’ Revenue Boat, the said vessel having no register on bourd;
that your petitioner considers himself the only legal captor, agreeably
to the 4th scction of the act of Congress, passed the 10th day of May,
1800, and other acts, passed to prohibit the slave trade in American
vessels; the 4th section of the said act of the 10th May, 1800, making
it lawful for the commanders of commissioned vessels of the navy or
the revenue to seize, and bring into port for condemnation, ships or
vessels found contravening the provisions of said act, does not include
officers of the army. Your petitioner also considers himself entitled to
possession of said negroes. subject to such regulations as were made by
the Territorial or State Legislatures: but, that the General Court of
the Alabama Tervitory, at July term, 1818, made an order, by and
with the advice and consent of said Court and some of the parties in-
terested, for the said slaves to be delivered to James Caller, David.
Files, and Benjamin S, Smoot, on their entering into bond, &c. as will
more fully appear by the records, and made an order on the 9th July,
1818, for the Marshal to deliver said negroes to the aforesaid persons;
that, after which, on the 15th day of said month. an order of seizure, .
issued to the Marshal, to seize, and into his custody take, said vessels,
cargo and slaves, as having been libelled in the General Court, which,
also, will more fully appear by said order of seizure; that. in conform.
{ity to the orders of Court aforesaid, the eighty-four negroes were de-
livered to Messrs. Caller, Files and Smoot, aforesa:d, who have had
the custody and labor of said negroes ever since: that, on examining
the libel filed in said Court, which is now depénding in this honorable
Court, the said negroes are not libelled, or their condemnation prayed
for, in the said libel against said vessel and cargo, but the libel states
that the eighty negroes are subject to such regulations as the Le-
gislature of Alabama has made, or"may make, for disposing of the
- same, as will more fully appear by reference to the libel filed by the
Attorney for the United States.
That your petitioner considers himself entitled to a fourth part of
said negroes, or the proceeds thereof, under the territorial laws then
inforce ; that they have been taken out of the possession of your pes
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titioner, and placed out of the jurisdiction of the Tervitorial or State
Courts, by the order and disposition made of said negroes, in ovder-
ing to be delivered to bondsmen aforesaids to which your petitioner
never gave his consent ag a captor, and as by the nature of the recog-
nizance, the said negroes are to be returned to the possession of the
said Court when demanded, and, as your petitioner is informed, that
many of said negroes are dead, he prays that your Honor will order
the said negroes returned to the custody ot the Counrt. and cause
such nieasures to he taken, as to bring said negroes as aforesaid, with.
out delay ¢ and that they may be vestored to the possession of your
petitioner, a captor. or to the Marshal, until trial can be had, so as
that they may be subjectto such regulations as were made at the time
of tie seizure, or have been made by the atoresaid Legislature of the
Territary or the State of Alabama, and under the provisions of' the
5th section of the act of Congress, passed the 20th day of April,
1818, and that your Honov will make such orders, touching the pre.
mises. as the circumstance of the case may require, for the safety of
said property.
CURTIS LEWIS.

Filed Fehruary, 1821,
R. C. LANE, Clerk.

To the Ionorable the Judge of the United States District Court.

The petition of Curtis Lewis, and John Quinn, respectfully re-
presents to your honor, that your petitioners are claimants as captors,
of one hundred and cight negroes, seized on board the schooner Con-
stitution, Merino, and Louisa, in the year 1818, as cuntravening the
Iaws of the United States, which said negroes weve allowed to be
bonded by the late general court of the Alabama Territory.  But, as
two of thesecurities. Col. Files, and James Caller, have lately depart-
ed this life.'and the third and surviving bondsman may not be able to
respons! for so considerable a sum as that fixed upou by the said court,
your petitioners therefore. prays yonr honor the circumstances of the
case considered, to issue such order to the Marshal of the District
of Alabama, touching the said negeoes, as to your honor shall seem ne-
cessary, and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will pray. &c, 4

CURTIS LEWIS,
J. QUINN.

STATE OF ALABAVIA.
C_i!y of Mobile,

Curtis Lewis. and John Quinn, being sworn, deposeth and sayeth,
that they verily helieve it to be unsafe for the captors, as well as the
claimants of the negroes captured in the schooner Constitution, Loui-
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88, and Mermo. to remam in their present sxtuatmn, and further they B
say ¢th not. ‘ : ‘

CURTIS LEWIS

‘ 5 A QUIN N,

Sworn and suhscx 1bed to, before me, this 15th February, 1821,

"RUBERT CARR LANE, .
Cleﬂ; .Hlabama Dzstnct. o

: Jilabaiﬁa, Distm't af t‘l;e.Unitad smtés,' .nme TM, 1831 -

Gllbex-t C. Russell appeax-s, in open court and on oath, deciares, ‘
that for the special puypose of getting certain African negroes, . agree-
ably to an order of Court of said. District, made at the February
term last past. then in the possession ot the representatives of James
Caller, late of Washington County, he took a deputation from the
Marshal of the ‘said District, and made application to Mrs, Wini-
fred’ Caller, the executrix, or administratrix of the. estate of said
James, for said riegroes ; that after considerable equivocation and de-
lay, she delivered him sixteen of the said negroes out of twenty-six’ -
that she had in her care. and alleged that the other ten had run  off; to
keep from going to work on the Bay of Mobile, The said deponent fur-

ther states, that one Rohert Caller, of the county of Clark, acknow ledg- -

‘el that he'had had fifteen of the said twenty-six negroes in his care H
that he had delivered them to a negm man of Mrs. Caller’s,” from
whom- ten of them had run off. but that in about two orthree days he - .
expected that he could find ﬂ)em, or that they would come in, so that

they could be delivered agreeably to the application made by deponent |

a deputy. Marshal. The said ten negroes have not been delivered, . -

and deponent is informed. and believes. that they have been removed
aitof the State. by the aid and connivance of the said Robert Caller,

who has said that he had disposed. of them agreeably to the instruc. -

tions of the sait Mrs. Winnéfred Caller, from whom he obtamcd pos- -
‘session of ﬁftecn of sald negroes. .

GILBERT C RUSSELL.

chrn toin open Court, this 7th June, 1821.
. ‘ R C. LA‘TF, Cler L.

4

And now comes hern Daniel T. W 'dr‘en hv Samuel Acre,hrs pmctor,
andclaims the schr. - Constitution. her tackle, apparel, and furniture,
‘and cargo ; and for his claim and answer unto the said lihel. he saith
that the said schooner is hie and Maunsel White’s own bona fide pro-
perty 3 that on or about the ——— day of June, in the year 1818, the-
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gaid schooner sailed frem the port of Havana, in the island of Cubg,
in the dowminions of the King of Spain, bound for the port of Pensa.
coli, in the province of West Florvida, then a port belonging to the
said King of Spain.  This claimant further answering, saith, that
while prosecuting the voyage aforesaid, was, after the arrival of thc
said schooner within the territory and jurisdiction of the King of
Spain, {in the Bay of Pensacola,) and while at anchor under the guns
of the fort the Barrancas, belonging to the King of Spain alore-
said, and within seven miles of Pensacola aloresaid. was foreibly
seized and taken by the troops of the United States, between whom
and the King of’ Spain there then was, and still is, peace and aiity,
and by the commander of said troops sent into the purt of Mobile,
within the territory and jurisdictional limits of the United States,
And this claimant further answering, saith, the said negroes found
on board of said schooner, were by her brought from the said island
of Cuba, in the dominions of the King of Spuain aforesaid, consigned
to Henry Mitchelet and John Innerarity, of Pensacola, subjects of the
King of Spain aforesaid, and with intent to land the same in Pensa-
cola aforesaid, and not within any port or place of the United States,
or of the Territories thercof, And this claimant further saith, the
cargo of the aforesaid schooner is the bona fide property ot Colin
Mitchell, of Havana, a subjict of the King of Spain, and residing in
the island of Cuba. and that neither the same nor said vessel is for-
feited under any of the laws of the United States. Wherefove, the
said Daniel T. Walden doth claim the said schooner, her tackle. ap-
parel, and furniture. as the property of this claimant and Maunsel
White heretofore mentioned, and the cargo thereof as the property of
Colin Mitchell, of the city of Havana., and subject of the King of
Spain aforesaid, and prays that the same may be restored, and that
he may have his costs in this matter sustained. and his damages sus-
tained by the seizure and detention of the said schooner so unlawfully
made to him, decreed.
SAMUEL ACRE,
Proctor for Claimant.

STATE OF ALABAMA,
County of Mobile.

Personally appeared before me, Edward Hall, a Justice of the
Peace in and for the County of Mobile, Daniel T. Walden, and m_ade
oath that the facts set forth in the foregoing declaration, ave just

and true.
D. T. WALDEN.

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 12th day of January, 1822
’ EDWARD HALL, J. P.

Filed 12th of January, 1822.
R. C. LANE, Cierk.
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Know all men by these presents, that we, Daniel T. Walden and
Philip M+Closkey, are held and firmly bound unto the United States
of America. in the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars, to be paid to
the said United States of Americg, for the payment of which, well
and truly to be made, webind ourselves, and each of us, and each of
our heirs, executors, and administrators, firmly, by these presents.
Scaled with our seals, and dated this eighteenth day of Junuary, in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two. The
condition of the above obligation is such, that, whereas the above
bounden Daniel T. Walden this day prayed for. and obtained, an ap-
peal to the Supreme Court of the United States. from a Decree of the
District Court of the United States. for the Alabama District, con-
demning the schooner Constitution and cargo. claimed by the said
Danicl 1. Walden and Maunsel White and Colin Mitchell. Now, if
the said above bounden Daniel T'. Walden and Muuusel White shall
sustain their appeal, or, failing therein, shall abide the decision of the
said Supreme Court, then this obligation to be void, otherwise to be
and remain in'full force and virtue,

Given under our hands and seals this ——— day of January, eight-

een hundred and twenty-two.
St D. T. WALDEN, [L. s.]
: PHILIP M:CLOSKEY, [1. s.]
Signed and sealed in the presence of
RoBerT CARR LANE:

Tre UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
District of Alabama.

To November Term, 1824, of the District Court of the United States,
‘ for said District:

Re it remembered, That, before the Honorable Charles Tait, Judge
of the District Court of the United States for the District of Ala-
bamna, comes Thomas White, Esquire. Attorney General of the State
of Alabama, who, for the said State of Alabama, in this behalf. prose-
cutes and gives the said Court here to understand and be informed,
that heretofore, to wit: on the 9th day of June, in the year of onr Lord
one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, upon waters naviguble from
the sea by vessels of ten or more tons burthen, one George M. Brooke,
Esquire, Colonel of the Fourth Regiment of United States Infantry,
of the Army of the United States, seized, as forteited under the laws
of the United States. a certain schooner or vessel called Constitution,
of the burthen of —— tons, or thereabouts, together with her tackle,
appare! and furniture, and goods and effects found on board the said
schooner, to wit: 100 boxes of brown Havana sugar, and 75 hags of
cnffee. and also, at the same time, were seized on board said schooner
Constizution, eighty-four negroes, or persons of colour: which said
schooner, the goods and effects found on board, as well as the said
cighty-foir negroes, or persons of colour. he, the said Brooke,

K
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' Brm ght within the Sﬂut jern Tistrict of the Statc of Ahl;amd, to’be
subject to such reguiations, ot contravening any of the provisic:s of
the several acts of the Congress of the Urited States, for the p' oiihia
tion of the Slave Trade, which thg Legislature of tie thew Alabama
Territory. had then already wiade or m[ght make tnereafter. for the
disposing of the said mghtv-four negroes, or persons of colovr. . For .

~ this, that, after the tenth day of May. in the yesr eighteén hundred,

the said vessel or schooner called Constitution k erciofore. to wit: be#

" tween the first and tenth days of June. in the yrar one thousand eight

hundred and eigi:tecn. the said schooner or vessel calleri the Consti

- tution, beinga wsqn. of ‘the United States, or owned bx a. citizen op
citizens of the United States, to the Attorney General of the suiet Bis-
trict unlmtmn as vct was emplmcn and’ uqr-d m ravr).no on trade,
traflic, or busincss. contrary. to the true intent and meant g 67 the
act of the Congress of the. Guited States, passed on the tenthi cuy of
May, cighteen hundred. entitled. ¢ An Act, in addition o an Act oha
titled, ¢ an Act to prohibit the careying on of the Siave Trade tn any
foraign plare or country,’” to wit: was between the first and tenth
daws of June, in the mar one thousand ‘eight imdred anit eighteen,
aforesaid. employed and made use of, in the tranapm-mﬂm- of sla‘es
from one forengn place or country. to another. to wWit: was m.n-'nrd'
or made use of, in the tr'meporfatmn of eighty-four negroes, or persons

of colour, from the foreign paice or country of Havana. in the Island of
Cuba, to the foreign place or country of Pensacola. -n the Provines of |

~ West Florida, in v wlatmn of the several acts of the Congréss of the U.-
States, in such cases made and provided, and particularly in violation
and contrzu ention of the first section of the act of the Congress of the -
United States, passed on the tenth day of May. cighteen bundred. en-
titled ¢ An Act to prohibit the carrying on'the Slave Trade. from the.
United States to any foreign place or country.” wherehy. and by force
of the fourth and fifth sections of the act of the Congress of the United
States, passed on the twentieth day of April. eighteen hundred and
eighteen, prohibiting of the Slave Trade. the s'ml schooner or vessel,
called Constitution, tngether with hicr tackle. apparel, and ful'mture, '
and the goods and cﬁ‘ccts. and also the said eighty-four negroes, or

“persans:of colour, found en boaid the said schooner Constitution, at

_ the.period of her seizure, at the time and place aforesaid, became and

were forfeitcd by the said importer ov importers. and all pevsons claim-

ing under him or them, and otherwise intevested therein, are hereby
and in pl-t‘ﬂlau(:b of the act ‘of the Legislature of the ‘State of Ala-
hama, passed on the first day of Iamm-\ one thousind eight hundred

* and twenty-three. entitled. *An Act to- earry. into offect the laws of
the United “States prohibiting of the Slave Trade.” the said olghty-fuur

_“negroes, or persons.of colour, in manner and by reason of the premises
~aforesaid, became to. and were vestéd in, the State of /Uab'\ma. pur-
suant to the form, force. and effect, i the several acts of the Congress.
of the United States. in such cases made and provided: the sections of

the said acts; in this connt particularly mentioned, and the act of the
Leglslature of ﬂl(‘ S*atc of Alabama, yurhcul.u ly mcntmned, passcd
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on the day and year aforcsaid, in"aid of, and to carry into effect the
aforesaid acts of the Congress ol the United States, prohibiting the
Slave Trade.  And also for this, that after the twentieth day of April,
cighteen hundred and eighteen, that is to say. between the first and
ninth days of June, eighteen hundred and eighteen aforesaid, a citizen
of the United States, or citizens thereof, or other person or persons
resident within the jurisdiction ol the United States, to the said At-
torney General as yet unknown. did take on board, veceive anil trans-
port. from a foreign place, kingdom, or country, to wit: from Havana,
in the Island of Cuba. to another foreign place, to wite to Pensacola,
in the Province of West Flovida, divers negroes, or persons of color,
to wit: eighty-four negroes, or persons of colorynot being inhabitaunts,
nor held {0 service or labor by the laws of cither of the States or
Territories of the United States. a certain American schooner or ves-
sel, to wit: the schooner called Constitution, for the purpose of hold-
" ing, sclling. or otherwise disposing of the said eighty-four negroes, or
persons of color, as slaves, or for the purpose ot holding to service
or labor. which said eighty-lour negroes, or persons of colour, taken
on board. received and transported in the said American schooner oe
vessel, called Constitution, from Havana aforesaid, a foreign kingdem,
place, or country atoresaid, {o Pensacola aforesaid, another foreign
place, kingdom, or country, were not inhabitants of. nor held to la-
bour by the laws of any State or Territory of the United States afore-
said, and were taken on board, received and trausported, on the said
Awierican schooner called Constitution. in manner and form aforesaid,
for the purpose of being held, sold, or otherwise disposed of as slaves,
er for the purpose of their heing held to service or labor, in direct
violation of the scveral laws of the United States, in such cases made
and provided, and particularly in violation of the fourth and fifth sec-
tions of the act of the Congress of the United States, passed on the
twenticth day of April, one thousand cight hundred and cighteen,
which said negroes, or persons of color, have since been brought into
the Portof Mobile, in the Southern District of the Staic of Alabama,
whereby, and by foree of the fourth and fifth sections of the act of the
Congress of the United States, passed on the twentieth day of April,
cighteen hundred and cighteen, prohibiting of the Slave Trade, and in
pursuance of the act of the Legislature of the State of Alabama, passed
January the first, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, en-
titled ¢*An Act to carry into effect the Jaws of the United States pro-
hibiting of the Slave Vrade,” the said cighty-four slaves, or persons
of color, became subject to. and were vested in. the State of Alabama.
And also, for this. that one captain James Still, a citizen of the Unit-
ed States, after the {wenticth day of' April, one thousand eight hundred
and ciglteen aforesaid, did bring within the jurisdiction of the United
States, to wit: at Mobile, in the Southern District of the State of Ala-
bama, aforesaid, » certain American vessel or schooner, called Consti-
tution. under colorof certain subjects of the King of Spain, to wit: one
Lavid Nagle and one Antonio de Frios, with intent to hold as slaves. or
for the purpose of theivbeing held toservice or Iabor, certain negroes or

v
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persons of color, to wit: eighty-four negroes or persons of color, not
being inhabitanty of, nor held to service by the laws of cither of the
States or Territories of the United States, {rom a foreign kingdom,
place, or country, to wit: from Havana, in the kingdom of Spain,
to another foreign country, to wit: to Pensacola, in the province of
West Florida, in the Kingdom of Spain, which said eighty-four ne.
groes, or persons of color, had been a short time previously to their
being brought within the District of Alabama, aforesaid. to wit: be-
tweea the first day of April, 1818, and the first day of June, in the
said vear 1818, been purchased by the said James Still, or other citi-
zen or citizens from David Nagle and Antonia de Frins, subjects of
the King of Spain, who had transperted them at or about the same
period, from the coast of Africa, in the Spanish ship or vessel called
the Valadora, in violation and contravention of the several acts of the
Congress of the United States, passed for thie prohibition of the slave
trade, and particularly in viclation of the sixth section of the act of'the
Congress of the United States, 20th day of April. one thousand eight
hundred and cighteen, whereby, and by force of the act of the twenti-
eth of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, the said ne-
groes were forfeited by the importer or importers, and all and every
person ciaiming. ur-ler him or them, or otherwise interested therein,
and thereby, and in pursuance of the act of the Legislature of the
State of Alabana, passed Jannary the first, one thousand cight hun-
dred and twenty-three, entitled « An act to carry into effect the laws
of the United States, prohibing the slave trade,” the said cighty-four
negroes or persons, became, and were vested in the State of Alabama.
And also, for this, that a citizen or citizens of the United States.
after the twentieth day of April. in the year one thousand cight hun-
dred and eighteen, to wit: between the first and tenth days of June.
in the yecar one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, did. for himsclf,
themselves, orsome other person or persons, either as master, tactor, or
owner, build, equip, fit. and prepare, a certain vessel or schooner,
called Constitution, in the port of New Orleans. in the State of Loui-
siana. within the jurisdiction of the United States, and did cause the
said schooner Constitution, to sail from the said port of New Orleans,
for a forcign kingdom, place, or country, to wit: for the foreign place
or port of Havana, in the Island of Cuba, for the purpose of procur-
ing negroes, mulattoes. or persons of color, to be teansported from the
said port of Havana, in the Kingdom of Spain, to the said port of
New Orleans, within the jurisdiction of the United States, for the pur-
pose of there being held, sold, or otherwise disposed of as slaves, to be
held to labor or service. And the said Thomas White, Attorney Gen-
cral, gives the Court to understand. that the said slaves are now with-
in the jurisdiction of this Court, in the Southern District of Alabama;
whereby. and by force of the second section of the actof the Congress
of the United States, for the prohibition of the slave trade, passed the
twenticth day of April. one thousand eight hundred and cighteen, and
also the fifth section of the act of the Congress of the United States,
passed on the twentieth of April, cighteen hundred and cighteen, all
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the claim and title which the importer, importers, and all and every
person or persons,” claiming under them, and all persons interested
therein, to the said eighty-four negroes, or persons of color, became,
and were forfeited, and by virtue of the act of the Legislature of the
State of Alabama, passed January the first, eighteen hundred and
twenty-three, entitled ¢ An act to carry into effect the laws of the
United States, prohibiting the slave trade,” the said eighty-four ne-
groes, or persons of color, were vested in, and subject to, the State of
Alabama, wheretore, in consideration of the premises, the said Attor.
ney General, who prosecutes, as aforesaid, prays monition to all con-
cerned, agrecably to law, and that the said eighty-four slaves be seiz«
ed, in pursuance of law and the rules of this Court, and that the said
slaves may be and remain subject to further proceedings thereupon, td
be had in pursuance of the several acts of Congress, and the act of
the Legislature of Alabama, all of which has been particularly refer-

red to in this libel,
THOMAS WHITE,
Altorney General of the State of Alubama.

- pmem—

CraMBERs, JMay 10, 1824,

The foregoing writing of cight pages has been read and consider-
ed; a writ of seizure is not proper or necessary, inasmuch as the ne-
groes are now in the possession of the Court, by virtue of the proper
writ, and have been for several years. As to the rest, the Court is open
at all times to hear and decide on the complaint of any party.

C. TAIT,
Judge of the Southern District of «lebama.

Filed 14th May, 1824.
R. C. Laxg, Clerk.

————
“

UN1TED STATES OF AMERICA,
Southern District of Alabama. }

Whereas a libel has this day been filed in the District Court of the
United States for the Southern District of Alabama, by Thomas White,
Esq. Attorney General of the State of Alabama, in behalf of the said
State, stating, alleging, and propounding, that between the first and
10th days of June, 1818, eighty-four African negroes were Bnported
into the said State, then Territory of Alabama, on board a certain
American vessel called the Constitution, contrary to the laws of tise
United States, prohibiting the slave trade, whereby, and by force of
the said laws, and in pursnance of the act of the Legislature of the
State of Alabama, the said eighty-four negroes or prrssns of color be-
came subject to, and vested in, the said State of Alubama, and praying
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that the said negroes be delivered up to the State of Alabama: This
is, therefore, to cite and admonish all persons,whomsoever, having, or
pretending to have. any vight, title, interest, or claim, in or to the
said eighty-four negroes or persons of color, to be and appear before
the Honovable the Judge of the Court aforesaid, at the place of hold.
ing Court at Mobile, on the fourth Mounday after the fourth Monday
of October next, and when sitting as a Court of Admiralty, to shew
cause, if any they have op can, why the said cighty four slaves or per-
soms of color should not be delivered to the said State of Alabama, as
prayed for.

Attest: ‘ RODERT CARR LANE,

: Clerk Southern District of Alabama.

Received, May, 1824, and served on David Rust, Esq. on the 29tk
May, 1824,
F. W, ARMSTRONG, M., D.

And the said Thomas White, Attorney General as aforesaid, gives
the -Court here further to understand and be informed, thaton orabout
the 10th day of Muay, 1818. the captain of an American schooney called
the Constitution, owned by American citizens or persons residing in
the United States, to wit: by and having an American Re.
gistery the said captain being also a citizen of the United States, or
person residing within tho same, did receive on board the schooner
Constitution, at the port of avana, a forcign port in the Island of
Cuba, under the dominion of the King of Spain, cighty-four Afvican
negroes, (not being inhabitants of the United States, nor held to ser-
vice by the laws thercof, nov by the laws of any State or Territory
thereofl) but on the contrary, lately, before that time, to wit: about the
fivst of April, in the year aloresaud, imported from the Coast of Afvi-
ca. by Don Autonio de Frias, in his schoener called the Valadora, and
before the 10th day of May, 1818, sold by said Antonio de Frias and
by Don Bavid Nagle to a certain James Still, an American citizen,
residing in Louistana, or to him and other American citizens or per-
sons residing in the United States, who purchased the said eighty-
Tour African negroes from the said Antonio de Frias and David Nagle,
and put them on board the said schooner Constitution. and that they
were then received on board by the said captain, for the purpose of
transporting {rom the said foreign port of Ifavana, tothe portot Pen-
gacola, in West Florida, also a foreign port under the dominion of
the King of Spain; and for the purpose, also, of the said eighty-four
African negroes being sold as slaves, held to service as such by ‘the
said James 8], or by him and his associates; that the said schooner
Constitution, on the said 10th day of May, 1818, sailed from the
said port of Havang, to the said port of Pensacola, with the sa'd Af
rican negroes on board, and on her arvival there on the day of
June, 1818, was seized and tuken possession of in the harbor of Pen-
sacola. together with her tackle and apparel, by Colonel George M.
Brooke, of the United States” Aviny. for a violation of the lawsof the
United States for the suppression of the slave trade, the said cighty-
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four Africannegroes being on board at the time of said seizure; and
the said schooner Constitution, with her cargo, &c. and with the said
cighty-four negroes, was sent by the captor to the port of Mobile for
adjudication, and was libelled, and the vessel and cargo have been
condlemned in this Honorable Court, and the sentence of condemnation
affirmed in the Supieme Court of the United States; that the said
eighty-four African negroes were claimed in this Honorable Court, in
the names of suid Don Antonio de Frias and Don David Nagle, and
their libel dismissed, and the said cighty-four negroes adjudged to be
subject to the faws of Alubama, which sentence has been reversed by
the Supreme Court of the United States, and judgment of vestitution
given instead thereof. which judginent of restitution is not yet execu-
ted, and the said negroes remain in the jurisdiction of this Honorable
Court. 'This libel was filed, and all subsequent proceedings had, in
the names of caid Antonio de Frias and David Nagle, by collusion
and {raud, between them and the said James Still and his associates,
for the purpose of evading the faws of the United States for the sup-
pressionof the slave trade, when Don Frias and Nagle had no interest
whatever in the said negroes, having previously sold them, as herein
hefore stated. and being subjects of the King of Spain, lent their names
to the said Still and others, in order that their claiin might be urged
under the names of neutral Spaniards, for the benefit of the real Ame-
rican owners: that, by the 4th section of the act of Congress of 20th
May, 1818, entitled ¢ An act in addition to an act to prohibit the in-
troduction of slaves into any port or place within the jurisdiction of
the United States. from and after the first day of January, eight-
ecn hundred and eight. and to repeal certain parts of the same,” the
said schooner Constitution, for receiving on board and transporting
the said African negroes {rom Havana to Pensacola, as herein charged,
became forfeited to the United States; and, by the 5th section of the
said act of Congress, the title of the said James Still and all others
concerned as owners of the said eighty-four African negroes, became
cancelled and forever extinguished; and the said negrocs hecame sub-
ject to such laws of the Territory of Alabama. as were in force at the
time of their importation into Mobile, or should be passed thereafter,
by the constituted authority of Alabama.

That. by the laws then existing and since passed upon that subject,
viz. by an act of the Territory of Mississippi. passed 8th December,
1815, entitled an act concerning slaves brought into the Territory
contrary 1o the laws, of the United States in foree in Alabama, and by
virtue of an act of the General Assembly of the State of Alabama, en-
titled an act to carry into effect the laws of the United States prohib-
iting the slave trade, passed 1st January, 1823, the title to said
Afvican negroes became vested in the State of Alabama, whereforn,
the said Attorney General, on behalf of the said State, prays that the
said eighty-four African negroes may be decreed to be delivered to the
authority of the said State, according to the provisions of the act last
aforesaid. ,

. THOMAS WHITE,
' Attorney General.
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District Couwriof the United States for the Southern Iistrict of Aiabama,
held at Mobile, at November Term, 1824,

Thomas White, Attorney General of the State of Alabama, on he-
half of said State for answer to the said libel for restitution of eighty-
four African negroes taken on board the schouner Constitution, filed
in this honorable Court, in the names of Antonio De Frias and David
Nagle, says, and gives the Court here to understand and be informed,
that it is not true, as it is alleged in said libel, that the said De Frias
and Nagle ave the bona fide owners of the 84 African slaves, but, on
the contrary, since the importation of them from Africa, by said An-
tonio de Frias, in the Valadora, and the sale of part of them to said
Nagle, and before they were put on board the Constitution at Havana,
on the 10th May, 1818, they had been sold by said De Frias and Na-
gle toa certain James. Stiil, a citizen of the United States, residing in
Louisiana, or to him other citizens of the United States. or persons
residing within the jurisdiction thereof, and shipped in the names of
De Frias and Nagle, on board the schooner Constitution, to Pensacola,
for the benefit of the person or persens to whom they had been sold,
then as above stated: that they were so shipped by American citizens,
or persons residing within the jurisdiction of the United States, in the
names of Spaniards, for the purpose of evading the laws of the United
States, aud holding them to slavery in contravention thereof; that, by
the 4th section of the act of Congress of the 20th May, 1818, entitled
an act in addition to an act, entitled an act to prohibit the introduc-
tion of slaves into any port @ place within the jurisdiction of the
Uuited States, from aud after the fivst day of January, 1808, and to
repeal parts of the same; and, by the 5th section of the same act, the
title of the owners of said negroes became cancelled and extinguished,
and the same became subject to be dispesed of according to the laws in
forece in the State of Alabama at the time of their importation into Mo-
hile, and sucl as should be subsequently passed on that subject; and
that, by an act of the Legislature of Mississippi Territory. passed on
the 8th December, 18135, entitled an act concerning slaves brought in-
to this 'Territory contrary to the laws of the United States then and
vet in force in Alabama, and by virtue of an act of the Legislature of
the State of Alabama, passed the first January, 1825, entitled an act to
carry into effect the laws of the United States prohibiting the slave
trade, the title to the said negrees became vested in the said State of
Alabama. AN which the said Attorney General is ready to verify,
wherefore he prays that the said libel for restitution may be dismissed,
and the said negroes decreed to be delivered to the proper authority of
the said State of Alabama. 1o he disposed of according to the laws
afovesaid,

‘ THOMAS WHITE,
Allerney General.
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Tuterrogations on behalf of the libellant in the case of the Stale of JAla-
bama aguinst eighty -four African negroes, imported in the American
schooner Constitution.

1st. Do you know any thing of the shipment of cighty-four Afri-
can negroes at Havana, in the early part of June, 1818, on buard the
American ship or schooner called Constitution, for the purpose of being
carried to Pensacola, and if so, in whose name they were so shipped?
" .2d. Were they not shipped in the names of Don Antonio De Friay
and David Nagle? and how many in the name of each?

sd. Had they not, shortly before their shipment on hoard the Con-
stitution aforesaid, been imported in ship Valadora, from the coast of
Africa, by the said Antonio De Frias, or for his benefit? ‘

4th. Had they, or had they not, becu sold by the said Antonio De
Frias and David Nagle to Captain James Still, or to him and others
before they were so shipped on board the Constitution?

5th. Was not the said James Still a citizen of the United States?
and if any other persons were concerned with him in the purchase, who
were they? and were they not citizens or residents within the United
States?

6th. Was or was not the said Antonio De Frias absent from Hava-
na at the time of said shipment? and did not his brother, Don Nicho-
las De Frias, transact the business relative to said shipment as his
agent? and did he not, as such, sell to said Still, or to hi:n and others,
citizens of, or residents within the United States, that portion of the
said negroes which belonged to his brother Don Antonio before they
were so shipped for Pensacola? and did not Don David Nagle so sell
the portion that belonged to him?

7th. Were not said negroes taken immediately from the.barracon -
of saitd Antonio De Frias, and; put on board the Constitution?

8th., Had said negroes been employed in labor of any kind? had they
not, on the contrary. been kept in the barracon aforesaid as a place of
confinement, anil as mere objects of tratfick, from the time of their im-
portation in the Valadora, to the time of their shipment on board the
Constitution?

9th. Did the said Don Antonjo and David intend to employ said
negroes, on their arrival in Florida, in planting or other labor?

10th, Had they any land there to cultivate suitable for the employ-
nent of so large a force?

11th. Did they employ any person to oversee and take charge of
then as Jahorers, or provide tools and provisions suitable for a planting.
or other establishment?

12th. Have you ever had any conversation with either Don Anto-
nio De Frias or Don David Nagle, or heard them, or either of them,
say any thing in relation to the ownership of the said eighty-four Af-
rican negroes since the time of their scizure by Colonel Brooke, in the
Bay of Pensacola? and if se, relate it.

15th, Iave you or have you not heard one of them, or both of them
say, that they bad no interest in the said negroes. and that their
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names were used in the shipment, and as claimanis in the District
Court of the United States for the District of Alabama, for the accom.
modation of the Americans to whom they had sold the negrocs pre-
vious to their shipment at Havana? '

15th, Has either of them been at the expense of employing counsel,
or in any manuer taken upon themselves the expense or trouble of pro-
secuting the claims filed in their names for the restitution of said ne-
groes? On the contrary, hus not the whole business been managed

by and at the expense of the American claimants?

16th. Should restitution of said negroes be obtained, will they, in
the event, belong to said Antonio De Frias and David Nagle. or to

the American claimants?

17th. Did not said James Still carry a large amount of produce
from the port of New Orleaus, and seil it at Havana. in the spring of
1818, shortly before the shipment of said negioes in the Constitution?

18th. Did he sell for cash or for merchandise? and did he ship any
- return cargo from Havana except said negroes?

19th. Was he not greatly distressed? and did he nat evidently ma.
nifest deep solicitation and mortification at the fact of said negroes
being seized by Colouel Brooke on their arrival at Pensacola?

20. Was he not at Ilavana at the time of said shipment, and for
some time previous, was he not in negotiation of sowme kind, with
Nicholas de Frias, and David Nagle, while there, and had he any
other busincys to transact with them, except the purchase of said ne-
groes?

21. Did he notleave Havana, aboutthe time of said shipment, and
return to bis residence in Louisiana, by way of Peusacola, and did

“he, in any matter, carry with him the avails of his ontward cargo, or
give any other excuse for not doing so, except the investment of them,
in the purchase of the negroes above mentioned?

22. Did Don Antonio de Frias, aund Don David Nagle, intend to
work the said negroes in Florida, jointly, and take a pro rata division
of the proceeds, or did they intend to work them sepavately, and why
was not some explanation of their views given to Mitchelet, the con-

. signee at Pensacola?

25, Would not the labor of said negroes been nove profitable in the
Island of Cuba, than in Florida?

24. Were said negroces fit for any cmployment, except cultivating
the soil?

- 25. Do you know of any instance, in West Florida, ol so many
hands being worked on one place?

26. Was it not the intention of all concerned in said shipment, that
the said 84 Africans should he held to scrvice as slaves, and was it
not the intention of the American owners to introduce said slaves
secretly from Florida, info the United States, and was not said inten-
tion known to the Spanish sellers, at the time of the sale and ship-
ment?

27. Have you heard any of the parties express {heir views in vela
fion to said shipment. if so, state them.
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€8. Was not negro labor worth a great deal more in Alabama and
Louisiana, in June, 1818, than it was in West Florida, and what was
it worth per annum, in each place, and what the price of negroes?

The State of Alabama, by Libel,
s,

Eighty-four African negroes, heretofore alleged to have been imported in
the schooner Constitution, into the State aforesaid, contrary to the pro-
visions of the act of Congress, prohibiling the Slave trade.

In the above case, Curtis Lewis maketh oath, that John Brandt. of
New Orleans, sometime since. in substance, informed this afliant,
that one James Still, a citizen of the State of Louisiana, and onc oth-
er person, owned the negroes imported in the Constitution, and here-
tofore libelled in the United States General Court, for the Alabama
Territory. and heretofore condemned upon said libel, in the United
States District Court, held at Mobile, for the District of Alabama,
and that money was sent by the said with James Still, and another
person, and with said money said negroes were purchased; and that
after the purchase of the said Africans, at Havana, as this affiant
understood. the right to said eighty-four African negroes was vested
in fact. in the said Still, and the other person for whose use and benefit
they were purchased.

" This afiant was further informed by the said Brandt, that the real
claimants and owners of the said negroes, at the time of the importa-
tion or until the forfeiture attached, were the said James Still and anoth-
er, who was, as this affiant was informed by the said Brandt and
others, were at the time of the purchase of the said negroes, at Ila.
vana, at time of importing them into the State of Alahama aforesaid,
American citizens, and resident in the United States, which informa-
tion above stated. this affiant believes was and is substantially correct.
This deponent further states. that he filed a libel in the District Court
of the United States at Mobile, for the District of Alabama, as he be-
lieves, in 1820, as captor and informer against the aforesaid eighty-
four negroes, vessel, tackle, and apparel: that this atliant engaged as
his council to prosecute said libel, Izrael Pickens. Esq. that at the
time the libel was heard and determined, upon which the condemna-
tion was had in the District Court, and in which Col, Brook claimed,
as this affiant is advised. to be captor and informer; the libel this affi-
ant procured to he filed was not heard or determined, and as far as
this afliant knows, is yct undertermined and pending in said Court.

This affiant, at th erm when the libel and proceedings upon which
the condemnation was had. took place,. insisted by John Gayle, Esq.
his attorney, to have the likel which this afiant procured to be filed,
heard and determined. and peymit all to go to the Supreme Court to-
gether, but the District Attorney expressed an opinior to the Court,
that it conld not bic done, or would occasion confusion, or something
tn that effect, and then and there opposed bringing on the libel thrs

1] .
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affiant had procured to be filed in said Court. ‘That affiant cannct
certuinly state that Brandt stated to this affiant that De Frias and
Nagle were the particular merchants who purchased said negroes at
Havana for Still and another, but this affiant knows said Brandtin.
formed him in substance (as this afliant understoud him,) that the said
negroes were purchased at Havana, by a Spanish merchant or mer-
chants for said Still and another, and with their money; that this af.
fiaut knows that American citizens could not themselves trade in Ha-
vana, that they put their money or property into the hands of Spanish
agents to trade for them, and this ailiant further believes that the way
that Still and others managed the matter in purchasing said negroes.
This afliant further states that from the communication made by
Brandt to this afliant, he believes the said Brandt is in possession of
the facts, that accompanied the purchase, ownership, and importation of
said negroes; that the said Brandt, as this deponent belicves and has
recently understood, yet resides in New Orleans,
The State of Alabama, Mobile County, ss.

Personally appeared before me, B. B. Breedin a Justice of the Peace
in and for Mobile County, Curtis Lewis, who made solemn oath that
the facts and circumstances contained in the foregoing writing are just
and true, to the best of his knowledge and belief,

CURTIS LEWIS.

Sworn and subscribed before me the 27th day of November, A. D.
1824. : BER. BRENT BREEDIN.

State of Alabama, }

S

84 negroes by libel, &c.

- In opposing the motion of the District Attorney to dismiss the libel
of the State of Alabama, against the eighty-four negroes mentioned in
said libel, the State, by her Proctor, offered the within and foregoing
atfidavit, as affording reasons why the said libel should not be dis-
missed; whereupon, the Conrt ordered this aflidavit to be filed as a part
of the proceedings of the State in this behalf, this 26th of November,

1824.
1. AUSTIY, Clerk.
Filed, November 27, 1824.
J. AUSTIN, Clerk.

District Covst of the United States, Southern Disirvict of Jlabama.

‘the President of the United States, to the Marshal of said District,
greeting :

“ You are hereby coniuanded to deliver over to Daniel Treadwcll_

Walden, the Attorney of Colin Mitchell. the executor and heir of

David Nagle, and Attorney of Antonio de Frias, who were the claim-
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ants of the negroes  found on board the schooner Constitution, and'to
which said claimants the said negroes have been decreed to be re-
stored. But, as other negroes were brought in the schooners Merino
and Louisa have been condemned as forfeited, and, as the proceed-
ings in reference to the negroes on board the aforesaid three vessels,
which took place in the former Territorial Court of the Alabama Ter-
ritory, furnishes no data to this Court by which it could designato
which of the negroes were on board the respective vessels; and,
whereas there were cighty-four negrocs on board the Constitution,
nincteen on hoard the Merino, and six on board the Eliza; and,
whereas, by death or otherwise, there remains but sixty-ninc negroes,
it is ordered by the Court, that the names of the sixty nine be put in
a box, and that the claimants aforesaid draw fifty-four names, and
that the fifty-four negroes, so named and drawn, be delivered as afore-
said, and that that one of sixty-nine, named as aforesaid, now in the
possession of Thowmas Shields, be taken as one by the claimants.

Herein fail not, and have you this writ at the nextterm of this Court,
to he holden on the third Monday after the fourth Monday in March
next. with the names so drawn and delivered thereon.

Witness the Honorable Charles Tait, Judge of the Court aforesaid,
this 10th day of January, in the yeer of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and twenty-five, and of the Independence of the United States
of America the forty-ninth year.

Issued, 10th January, 1825.

JEREMIAH AUSTIN,
Clerk Southern Dist. Alabamas

The following named negroes were drawn by the claimants herein
named, and delivered by me in obedience to this order.

1 Pompey ) 28 George
2 Finney 29 Sook

3 Sally 30 Punch

4 Goffer S1 Charles
5 Big John 32 Amoy

6 Little Charles 33 Tenou

7 Cato 54 Peter

8 Old Jim . 35 Cudgo

9 Jack 36 Big Jack
10 Donger 57 Grinder
11 Darner 58 Sangola
12 Big Dick 59 Thenno
13 Ned 40 Luck

14 Sam, alias Pedler 41 Sissa

15 Billy 42 Tom ’
16 May 43 Soncha

17 Frank 44 Bone
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18 Big Jim 45 Henry

15 Ben 46 Bob

20 Jim 47 Bennet

21 Little John 48 Black Tom
22 Quick 49 William
23 Bonaur 50 Frank

24 EFmanuel 51 Duno

25 Jim 52 Day

26 Lousba 53 Baker.

a7 Congo

F. W. ARMSTRONG M. A. D.

Exccuted on the 4th day of December, 1824.
- F. W. ARMSTRONG, M. A. D.

AraBAMA,
Territory of the United States.

General Court, Speciel Term of said Court to be Tolden the 4th Monday
of July, 1818.

Before you, the IHonorabie Judge of the General Court, in and
for the said "Uerritory, comes the United States of America for the
said Territory, and give the Court here to understand, and be inform-
ed. that on the twenty-first day of June, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and cighteen, the American vessel called the
Louisa, having an American register of' the burthen of 50 and £2 tons,
or thereabouts, owned in the whole by an American citizen, viz: by
Samuel Paxton, of the City of New Orleans, and State of Louisiana,
merchant. having onhoard six negroes ; having some short time pre-
viously taken on hoard the said negroes at Havana, in the island of
Cuba, being a forcign port in' the possession of the King of Spain,
with intent to land the same inthe United States, and tohold the same
as siaves to service; was found scized, and taken possession of, by
Isaac McKeever, Esq. commander of the U. States ketch, or vessel,
called the Surprise, on the high scas, and having on board also, a
valuable cargo, consisting of ten pipes of taflia, thirty cases of sugar,
thirty-three dozen pots of sweetmeats, twenty-five boxes of small
herrings, twenty-six baskets of porter. six bundles of dry goods, six
bundles of tobaceo, six boxes of gin, two quarter casks of wine, twe
dozen ditto sweetmeats. three boxes of wine, four boxes of vermecilli,
six barrels of olives, four boxes, contents not known, four barrels of
white wine, two hags of coffee, seven barrels of sugar, one demijohn
of anniseed, one barrel of tamarinds, one barrel of cassave, one bale
of dry goods, two Loxes of sugar, one diito of coffee, ship stores, and
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vther articles. And that the said vessel, called the Louisa, together
with her cargo and the negroes on board, have been brought by the
said Isaac McKeever, commander, into the port of Mobile, in the dis-
trict of Mobile, and witkin the jurisdiction of this Court, for a vie-
lation of an act of Congress, entitled an act to prohibit t!u. introduc-

tion of slaves into any part or place within the jurisdiction of tne
United States, from and after the first day of January, one thousand
eight hundred and eight, particularly for a violation of the seventh
section of said act. The United States, by their attorney, f{urther
show to the judges of this honerable Court, that on or about the tenth
day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
eighteen. divers citizens of the United States took and received on
bourd the American vessel called the Louisa. owned in whole by an
Anierican citizen, viz : By Saimuel Paxton, and transported from the
Island of Cuba, a foreign place in the possession of the King of Spain,
six negroes, not being inhabitants, nor held to service by the laws of
cither of the States or Territories of the United States, for the purpose
of their being held to service. And that the said vessel called the Me-
rino, tofrcthu- with a valuable cargo, and the said negroes, were, on or
about the t\\cnl) -first day of lune. in the year 1818, luund seized, and
taken possession of on the high scas, by Isaac MCI{ee\'er. Esq. com-
mander of the U. States ketch or vessel, called the Surprise, and that
the said vessel called the Louisa, together with her cargo and the said
negroes, have been, by the said lsa'tc McKeever, commander. &c.
hx-eught into the port of Mobile. in the District of Mobile, and swith-
inthe jurisdiction of this Court, for a violation of the laws of the
United States, particularly for a violation of the fourth section of an
act to prohibit the introduction of slaves into any part or place with-
in the jurisdiction of the United States, from and after the thst day of
January, one thousand cight hundred and eight, and to repeal certain
parts of the same. The said United States, by their said attorney,
further give the judges of this honorable Court to understand, and be
informed, that on or about the 20th April, 1818, certiin citizens of
the United States, fitted, equipped., and prepared to sail, the Ameri-
¢an vessci called the Louisa, having an Awmerican register from the
port of New Orleans, within the jurisdiction of the United States,
for the purpose of procuring negroes from the island of Cuba, a fo-
reign place in the possession of the King of Spain, to be transported
0 the port of New Orleans, in the State of Louisiana, within the ju-
visdiction of the United States, and that the said vessei called the
Louisa. together with her carge. and six negroes taken on board said
vessel at the Island of Cuba alorosaid, were, on the 218t day of Juue,
in the year 1818, h)uml. scized, and taken possession of, on the high
scas. by Isaac McKeever, Esr. commander of’ the United States® keteh
or vessel, called the Swrprise. in pursuance of instructions from the
proper officers of the United States 1 and that the said Isaac McKee-
ver, comm ander. &c. hath bronght the said vessel Louisa. togethior with
her cargo and the said six negroes, into the port of Mabile, in the
sttuct of Mobile, and w lthm the juvisdiction of this Court, for a
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violation of an act of Congress, entitled, an act in addition to an act,
to prohibit the introduction of slaves into any port or place within
the jurisdiction of the United States, frem and after the 1st of Janua-
ry, 1808, and to repeal certain parts of the same: wherefore, the said
United States pray, that a citation may issue, and that the said vessel
Louisa, together with her tackle, appare, and furniture, and also her
vargo. may be declared by a decree of this Court, to be forfeited to
the said United States, and may be condemned to be sold, and the pro-
ceeds of such sale distributed according to law, And the said United
States further pray, that the said six negroes, may, in virtue of the
act of Congress, insuch case made and provided, and of the act of
the said Territorial Legislature, passed in pursuance of the act of
Congress, in such cases, be declared by a decree of this Court to be
forfeited, and may be condemned to be sold, and the procecds of sale
distributed according to law.

S , WM. CRAWFORD,
Altorney of the T. S. for the District of Mobile.

ScnuoNER Lovisa.

Joux EvrrrorT,
For the Captors.

Filed 25th Junc, 1818,
F. H. GAINES,
. C. Generat Courl.

The Alabama Tervitory of (he United States General Courty of suid
Territory.

The President of the United States, to the Marshal of said Terri-
tory, greeting: You are hereby commanded to seize, and intc your
possession take, the American schooner called the Louisa. now riding
at anchor at the Port of Mobile, together with the tackla apparel,
and furniture, of said vessel: likewise, the cargo on board of said ves-
sel, consisting of the following goods, wares, and merchandise, viz:
ten pipes of taffia, thirty cases of sugar, thirty-three dozen pots of
sweetmeats. twenty-five boxes of small herrings, twenty-six baskets
of porter, six bundles of dry goods, six bundles of tebacco, six_boxes
of gin, two quarter casks of wine. two dozen of sweetmneats do., three
boxes of wine. four hoxes of vermicelli, six boxes of olives, four boxes
{contents not known,) four barrels of white winc, two bags of coffee,
seven barrels of sugar, one demijohn of annisced, one barrel of tama-
rinds, one barrel of cassava, one bale of dry goods, two boxes of su-
gar, one of coffee ditto, and. likewise, six negroes, which were tound
on board of said vessel; which said vessel, called Louisa. her tackle,
apparel, and furniture, and cargo. as well as the said six negroes,
have been lihelled before the General Court of the Alabama Territory;



"for a violation of the laws of the United States; and youare hereby au-

thorized, empowered, and strictly enjoined, to cite. and admonish all
‘persons having or pretending any right, title, interest, or claim, in-
or to the said vessel, called 1he Louisa, ler tackle, apparel, and furni-
ture, and cargo, and slaves, before enumerated, personally to be and ap-
pear before the General Court of the Alabama Territory, at special

_term of said court, to be holden at Fort Stoddert, in the county of Bald- -
win, in said Territory, on the morning of the fourth Monday of July
next, to shew cause to the said court, when in session, if any they have
‘or can, why the said vessel called Louisa, her tackle, apparel, and
furniture, and cargo, above enumerated, and the said six negroes,
should not be condemned, as. forfeited to the said United States, and’
~whatsoever you shall do in the premises, you shall duly certify, under
your hand and seal, te our said court when in session. - :

. 7 Witness, the Hon,, HARRY TOULMIN, ..

- Senior Judge of our-said Court the 25th day of June, in the year of
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, and of the Sover- -
eignty and Independence of the United States of America the forty-
‘second year. . - Lo o

. . . Issued 25th June, 1818. T

Jttest, F. H. GAINES, .

- D, C. General Ct.

:Re'ccilved June 29, ‘18.18,' ; . S C

o . 4 P. KENNEDY. .
" Received the27th June. Executed the 29th June, 1818, on

 the within enclosed memorandum of goods. ' S

" Of the term of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
: o and eighteen. o o
‘To the Hon. the Judge of the Alabama Territory, in Admiralty
sitting. - co O
'I‘.hg libel of Joseph Noriago and Francis Bonales, all and each of
 them subjects of the King of Spain, residing in the town of Pensacola,. -
in the province of West Florida, a part of the dominions of the King -
of Spain, most respectfully alleges, propounds, and states, thatyour
~ libellants, on or about the 12th of June, 1818, did ship in and on board
_a certain American schooner called the Louisa, six negroes, to wit: -
_the said Joseph Noriago, two negro slaves, and the said Francics
* Bonales, four negro slaves; the true, lawful, and bona fide property
of your libellants, to be transported in and on board the said schoon-
er Louisa, to Pensacola, -in the province of West Florida, from the
3ort of Havana, in the Island of %uba,; apart of the dominions of the
King of Spain, tleir sovereign, where the said schooner then was, and .
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Doth of which places of shipment and delivery were then and noware’
Pprovinces, colonics, or dependencies of the kingdom of Spain aforesaid;
that the schooner did proceed on her said voyage with the said negroes
. onboard, with the intention to land and deliver the same at Pensaco-"

. 1aaforesaid; to your libellants, according to' the undertaking. and
- agreement of the master of said schooner; that upon the arrival of the

~said schoower at the port of Pensacola aforesaid, the same was occu-
pied by the military forces of the United States, by virtue of certain
articles of capitulation with the authorities and forces of the King of

. .Spain; that the said schooner with the said six negroes on board, were

. then and there, in the harbour of Pensacola, illegally and forcibly

seized, taken by the force and power. of the officers and guns of the
- United States” ketch, Surprise. licutenant Isaac McKeever command.-

er, anid s2:§ into the port of Mabile, in the Alabama ‘Tervitory, in the
- United States, wheve the said vessel and said negroes now are in the
. eustody of the marshal of this court, and proceedings instituted against
them, in this honorable court. for condemnation, all which your libel-
lants expressly allege is contrary to_the laws of nations and of the
United States, - . B T
- Wlherefore, they pray that admiralty process may issue against the
- . said six negroes, that the usual monition may issue, and thut they may
be restored to them with costs. S S
S K . D. RUST, Procfor. .
- Let admiralty process issue. 10th July,.1818.. ) ‘
B : ‘ "HARRY TOULMIN, J. M. T.

: : T H. Y. WEBB, J. 4. T. ’

. Issucd 29th August, 1818, = SR ‘
B o+ F.H.GAINES, . C. C. M.

- Jlabama TLerritory of the TUnited States’ General Court.
."Fhe President of the United States to the Marshal of the said Terri--
o R . tory, greeting: Lo
- Whereas, six African negroes, found on board the American schr. -
‘called the Louisa, have been libelled in the said Court for a violation
- of the laws of the United States, and have been seized, and by you ta-
~ Ken into possession, as liable to' conderanation; and whereas Joseph
‘Noriago and Francis Bonales, subjects of the King of Spain, residing
in the tewn of Pensacola, in the province of West Florida, a part of -
.. the dominions of the King of Spain, have claimed the aforesaid six
- African negroes. as being their true, Jawful, and bona fide property,
and praying that the same may be restored. . You are, therefore. com-
manded and strictly enjoined to cite and admonish all persons having .
or pretending to have any interest in the condemmation of the afore-

- said six African negroes, to be and appear before the Hon. Gencral
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Court of the Alabama Territory, to be holden in the town of St. Ste-
phen’s on the first Monday in January next, toshow cause, to the said
Court, when in session, if any they have or can, why the aforesaid six
African negroes should not be restored to the said Joseph Noriago and
Francis Bonal; and, whatsoever you shall do in the premises, you
shall duly certify, under your hand and seal, to our said Court, when
in session. '

Witness, the Hon. Harry Toulmin, Esq. Senior Judge of our said
Court, the first Monday in July, in the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and eighteen, and of the sovereignty and independence
of the Urited States of America the forty-third year,

Issued 29th August, 1818,

Attest, ‘ F. H, GAINES, D. C. Gen. Ct.
Advertised. J. HANES, Marshal.
"The United States, In the General Court of the Ala.
TS. } bama Territory, in admiralty
The Schooner Louisa, and cargo. sitting,

Unto the said Court comes Augustine Valerde, Francis Bonal, and
Pedro Rivero, by their attorney, David Rust, and claims the said
eargo mentioned in the said libel of the United States in this behalf
filed, as their own lawful property, and denying all and singular the al-
legations in the said libel of the said United States contained; they aver
that the said cargo is not forfeited to the United States for any such
cause as is in the said libel alleged; and prays that the same may be
restored to them with costs, &c. &c. . T

D. RUST. .

And now comes here, Samuel Paxton, by William H. Robertson, as
his agent, by Samuel Acre, his proctor, and claims the Schooner
Louisa, her tackle, apparel. and furniture, and cargo, and, for his
claim and answer unto the said libel, he saith, that the said schooner,
according to the best of his knowledge and belief, are the bona fide
property of this claimant; that, on or about the 10th day of June, in
the year 1818, the said schooner sailed from the port of Havana, in
the Island of Cuba, in the dominion of the King of Spain, bound for
the port of Pensacola, in the province of West Florida, then a port be-
longing to the King of Spain. This claimant further answering,
saith, that, while prosecuting the voyage aforesaid, and after the arri-
val of the said schooner in the Bay of Pensacola, within the territorial
Jurisdiction of the King of Spain, and while at anchor under the guns
of Fort Barancas, belonging to the King of Spain aforesaid, and within
the harbor of Pensacola aforesaid, was forcibly seized and taken pos-
session of by the navy of the Uniled States, between whom and the
King of Spain then there was, and still is, peace and amity, and, by

: 7
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the commander of the gun vessel ketch Surprise, sent into the port of
Mobile, within the territories and jurisdictional limits of the United
States; and this claimant further answering, saith, that the negroes
found on board of said schooner were brought by her from the
said port of Havana, in the Island of Cuba, in the dominion of the
King of Spain aforesaid, and were taken on board as passengers, the
property of Spanish subjects, residing in Pensacola, and with intentto
Iand them in Pensacola aforesaid, and not within any port or place of
the United States, or of the territories thereof; and that the said
schooner and cargo are not forfeited under any of the laws of the
United States. Wherefore, the said Samucl Paxton doth claim the
said schooner, her apparel, tackle, and furniture. and cargo, as his
bona fide property, and prays that the same may be restored, and that
he may have his costs in this matter, most unrighteously retained, and
his damages, occasioned by the seizure and detention of the said
schooner, so unlawfully made, to him decreed.
SAMUEL ACRE,
Proctor for claimant,

. Sworn to and subscribed in open Court. this 14th January, 1822

WM. H, ROBERTSON.
R. C. Laxg, Clerk.

" Filed 14th January, 1822. R. C. LANE, Clerk.

Mabama Territory of the U. States, Mobile County.

- Personally appeared before me, Alvan Robeshow, Chief Justice of
the Orphans’ Court, Isaac M’Keever, Lieutenant commanding the
United States® ketch Surprise, and upon oath, and saith, that. on the
21st June, 1818, he captured, off the harbor of Pensacola. the American
schooner Louisa, whereof Pedro Rivero is master, bound to the port
of New Orleans. from the Havana, in the Island of Cuba, laden with
sugar. coffee, &c. and having on board six negro slaves, which said
vessel he has brought into the port of Mobile for condemnation, for a
violation of the acts of Congress of the United States relating to the

slave trade.
I. MMKEEVER.
"~ Sworn and subscribed to this 25th June, 1818, before me.

ALVAN ROBESHOW, C. J. 0. C. C. M.

In the ahove action a warrant was issued, and return was made on
the said warrant, and deposited in my oftice, and Joseph P. Kennedy
entered into my office and took and carried away the said warrant,
without my knowledge or consent, and that he, the said Joseph P.
Kemedy, hacnot returned thesaid warrant, althou gh requested so to do.

Pedre Rivero, being brought into Court on the 26th day of June,
$818, by the Deputy Marshal, and he being asked by me if he was the
Captain of the Schr. Louisa? answered and says, yes.—Question by
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the Court, Were you captured on the 21st day of June, 1818, off the
mouth of the harbor of Pensacola, by Isaac M*Keever, commandingthe
United States’ ketch? He answers and says, yes.~—Question by the
Court. Of what did your cargo consist? He answers and says, su-
gar. coffee, taffia, &c. and six negroes. The slaves were, as the pri-
goner states, put on board by Francisco Bonal. = o

On examination of the prisoner, and he confessing the facts as charg-
¢d. it is the opinion of the Court that he be admitted tobail in the sum
of ten thousand dollars, with two good securities in the sum of two
thousand five hundred dollars each, that he will appear at the next Ge-
neral Court, to be holden at St. Stephen’s, or that he be committed to
jail on failing to procure the security above stated,

ALVAN ROBESHOW, C. J. 0. C. C. M.

I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of my said office. ;e
ALVAN ROBESHOW, C. J. 0. €, C. M.

No. 39—Permanent.

In pursuance of an act of the Congress of the United States of
America, entitled an act concerning the registering and recording of
ships or vessels, Samuel Paxton, of thecity of New Orleans, merchant,
having taken or subscribed the oaths required by the said act, and hav-
ing sworn that he is the true and only owner of the ship or vessel call-
ed the Louisa, of New Orleans, whereof edro Rivers is at present
master; and, as a citizen of the United States, as he hath sworn, and
that the said ship or vessel was, on the 20th day of December, 1803,
the property of John Soiste, a bona fide inhabitant of Louisiana onthe
50th April, 1803, or date of the cession of Louisiana, as italso ap-
pears from a certificate of registering No. 60, issued at this oftice the
29th December, 1817, now surrendered, the property being changed.
And said certificate of permanent registry having certified that the
said ship or-vessel has one déck and two masts, and that her length is
forty-eight feet six inches, her breadth fourteen feet, her depth five feet
two inches, and that she measures 31$$ tons, that she is a schoaner,
has no gallery, and no figuve head. And the said Samuel Paxton, hav-
ing agreed to the description and admeasurment above specified, and
sufficient secarity having been given according to the said act, the said
schooner has been duly registered atthe port of New Orleans, - Given
under my hand and seal, at the port of New Orleans, the first day of

May, 1818. ) .-
¥ JOSEPH NOURSE,
BEV. CHEW, Collector.

The above is a copy of the register of the schooner Louisa, seized by
Isaac M’Keever, Esq. a Lieutenant in the Navy of the United States,
and libelled in the Alabama General Court. sitting in admiralty, by
William Crawford, District Attorney of the United States for the Ala- °
bama Territory, and which said schoorer has been claimed in the
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Court aforesaid by Samuel Paxton, and it is agreed that the above
copy shall be admitted in proof in the said case aforesaid. on the trial
of the libel aforesaid, and in reference to the cargo and negroes on
board the said schooner, the same as if the said register was produced
in Court.
Mobile, 16th August, 1818.
D. RUST, for claimant,

[TRANSLATION.]

Manifest of the cargo of the Aumerican Schooner Louisa, Captain
Pedro Rivero—10 pipes of tafia; 50 cascs of sugar; 85 dozen pots of
sweetmeats: 25 boxes of small herrings: 26 baskets of porter; 6 bun-
dles of dry goods: 6 bundles of tobacco; 6 boxes of gin; 2 quarter casks
of wine: 2 dozen ditto sweetmeats; 3 boxes of wine: 4 boxes of verini-
celli; 6 barrels of olives: 4 hoxes, contents unknown: 4 barrels of white
wine: ¢ bags of coffee, 7 barrels of sugar, 1 demijohn of anisced; 1
barrel of tamarinds; a barrel of cassave; 1 bale of dry goods; 2 boxes
of sugar: 1 box of coffee.

Valuation of Schooner Louisa and cargo, appraised by Christopher
S. Stewart, D. Duval, and Henry D. Merritt: .

Schr. Louisa, including her tackle and apparel, valued at '

six hundred dollars, - - - - - $600 00
13,916 lbs. Havana brown sugar, at 7 cents - - 974 12
884 white coffee, 18 cts. - . - - 159 12
238 tallow. 7 cts. - - . - - 16 66
772 gallons taffia, 50 cts. - - - - 586 00
847 do. rum do. 50 cts, - - - 173 50
653 do, Colminar wine, 80 cts. - . - 50 40
108 do. Claret, $30 each, 2 casks - - 60 00
20 hampers ale, 1 50, « - - - 50 00

1 box Claret - - - - - 4 00

4 boxes vermicelli, 266 lbs. 6 cts. - - 15 96

5 bales Spanish tobacco, 541 lbs. 14 cts. - - 47 7

24 tubs fish, damaged, 1 50, - - - 56 00
30 hoxes sweetmeats, 11 cts, - - - 830 00
9 cases platillas, containing 25 pieces cach, is 50 .
pieces, at 85 50, - - - - 275 00,

2 bales checks, containing 96 pieces, at 83 - 288 00

2 do bluc gurrahs. containing 100 pieces, $23 250 00

1 trunk, containing remnants dry goods - - 25 00
Exclusive of schooner, . - - $3.121 30

The ahove valued exclusive of duties.—Mobile, J uly 51, 1818,
CHRIST. 8. STEWART.
DANIEL DUVAL,
H. D. MERRIT!.
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CoLLECTOR’s OFFICE, .
Port of Mobile, Aug. 25, 1818.

I certify that the tonnage duty on the Schooner Louisa, P. Rivero
master, from Havana, and the dutics on the merchandise imported in -
said schooner. which said schooner and merchandise were seized and
libelled in the General Court of the Alabama Territory, have been duly
paid, or secured to be paid, according to law. '

Given under my hand, atthe Custom House, Mobile, the date above

written,
ADDIN LEWIS, Collector.

Filed 11th September, 1818.
F. IL. GAINES, D. C. Cik.

dlabama Territory of the United States—General Court,

The President of the United States to the Marshal of the said Terii-
tory, greeting :

Whereas, at July term. 1818, of said Court, sitting in admiralty,
it was ordered that the schooner Merino and cargo. the schooner
Louisa and cargo, and the schooner Constitution and cargo, be deli-
vered to the claimants of the same, on bond being entered intoin the ap-
proved value thereof, with Sam, H. Garrow, Lewis Judson, D. Files,
J. W. Simonton. Jobn Whitehead. and Jotham.S. Patton. or any four
ofthem, D. Filesbeing one, as securities, conditioned to havethe proper-
ty forthcoming, to abide the judgment of the Court; and whereas an
appraisement on oath of the valuation of the schooner Louisa and
cargo, has been filed in this Court, and bond in double the amount
thereof has been entered into, and filed with David Files, J. W 8i.
monton, S. M, Garrow, and J. S, Patton, as securities, conditioned
as aforesaid : now, therefore, you are hereby enjoincd and strictly
commanded to deliver the aforsaidl schooner, called the Louisa, her
tackle, apparel. and furniture, unto Samuel Patton, who has claimed
the same ; and that you deliver unto Augustus Valverd, Francis Bo-
nales, Pedro Rivero, and Penaloue, the cargo of the aforegaid schoo-
rer Louisa, cunsisting, as appears froin the appraisement, of

13,916 lbs. Havana brown sugar,
884 lbs, white coffee,
238 lbs. tallow
772 gallons taffia
847 do. rum _
63 do. Colminar wine
168 do. claret, two casks
20 hampers ale
1 box claret
4 do. vermicelli, 266 pounds
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5 bales Spanish tobacco, 841 pounds
24 tubs fish. damaged
30 boxes sweet meats
2 cases platilias, containing 25 pieces each, is 50 pieces
2 bales checks, containing 96 pieces .
2 bales blue gurrahs, containing 100 pieces
1 trunk containing remnant dry goods

Which said vessel called the Liouisa. her tackle, appavel, and fur.
niture, with the cargo aforesaid. you have seized and faken into your
possession, by virtue of our writ. for a violation of the laws of the
United States, as by their libel we ave given to understand; and
whatsoever you shall do it the premises, you shall duly certify under
your hands and seal to the honorable the Judges of our said Court,
at the Court to be holden in and for said Territory, in the town of
St. Stephens, on the first Monday of January next.

Witness the honorable Havry "Toulmin, Esq. Senior Judge of our
said Court, the first Monday in July. in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and eighteen, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the forty-third.

Issued 11th of September, 1818,

F. H. GAINES,
D. C. Gen. Court.

Delivered, as will appear by the receipt enclosed,

J. P. KENNEDY, D. M

Received, Mobile, August the 19th, 1818, in store, from Joseph P.
Kennedy. Esq. Deputy Marshal,

§2 boxes brown sugar
7 barrels  do.
10 pipes taffia
21 casks fish
2 casks wine
6 kegs olives
1 barrel of beef
1 seraon tallow
51 boxes sweet-meats
1 keg anniseed
4 boxes vermicelli
1 trunk dry goods, (broken open)
12 pieces checks, put up as platillas
5 seroons tobacco
1 basket hair powder
1 do. Canary seed
85 pieces of check, loose
55 do. Dblue gurrahs, Joose
2 boxes platillas
4 quarter casks Malaga wine
1 bale blue gurrahs
1 bux wine
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1 barrel Casada bread, (half out)
21 hampers porter, (part empty)
8 bags coffec
The above goods subject to nineteen dollars per month storage,
T. M’CUSKER & LO
J. PURSE.

Cuenta de venta gastos y liquide producto de 120 barrels de harina
que por la Goleta Louisa, procedente de la Nueva Orleaus int con-
signo Dr. Pedro JAcosta d Saber.

A. D, SEBasTIAN Esrinosa ¥ Dox Juax.
120 barrs, de harina, a 16 ps. - e - - $1920 00

Gaslos,
Dros. Rs., - ~ - - - $506 04
Comision al 5 po. S 96 00

— 602 04
81,817 04
FRANCISCO VIDAL.

Havana, 10 de Junio, 1818,

Cuenta de desembolsas de la Golela Americana mombrada Louisa, su
Capitania Don Pedro JAcosta, que procedente de lo Nueva Or-
leans, entro en este puerto d mi consignacion, d Saber.

Por pazodo al interprete . - - - = $8 400
tonelage farola y (Japttama del puerto - - - 30 00
registro - - 34 00
entregado de orden del Capn a Dnn Aun' 'Vloralcs 5 4
entregados id. id. & D. Sebastian Ls[nnosa - - 800 00
para del moro - - - . - - - 1 00

Pesos $374 04

Havana, 10 de Junio, 1818,
FRANCISCO VIDAL



Harer.

DEeBE. L Golete Louisa, su Capitania P. Acosle se. Con. Francisco Vidat.
1818, Por emporte de los desem- 1818. Por liquido producto d= 120
Junio 10, bolsas hechos por mi se- Junio 10. barrels harina, segun la v
gun el por menor - - §574 04 cuentaventa - - - - B1,517 04
Saldo & su favor le entregd == :
el Capitania - - - - 934 00
81,317 04

S. ¥, Huvana, de 10 Junio, 1818.

FRANCISCO VIDAL:

L3271 0N *00(y]



Dac. izi—page 55. o ' . }
%@Muwm of the Cf\ go of the Schooner Louisa, a prize to the United States’ vessel Surprise, unladen under my 1nspect10n, and dehvered to the Deputy Marshal,
AR as by an order of seizure dn'ected to him, thxs Soth day of June, 1818.

RN .
B

e s e = n_.wmm;_...m

e — — ]
Boxes of Sweet- | 26 gall. casks: Bags of Cof Boxcs ofSu Hampers of | Cases of Lin | Half barrels | Trunks Dry | Boxes Claret. Boxes of Ver- | Demijohnsof | Cases of Gin. | Bales of Lin- | Bales of Blue | Burrelsof | Baskets of Bags of | Bags of Cs-| Bundles of BEMARKS.
mceats, of‘:,lia'::ga fee. gar . A]f'_. _en_Pl_atxllas. Hex;:il:%:sg or | GOOGS-: o ‘ micelli, Anniseed. en Checks. Gurrahs, Cassava. Whi(tl:rl'ow- Anniseed, | nary seed. | Tobacco.
S0 boxes |44F.B,| 7P.M.| 12 20 2 © 24 1 1 4 1 ! e 2 1 1 1 1 5 1 keg or bbl. of Tamarinds in
' 4R . L ' : : ! o Broken, & | 4+ 4 C.G. | No. 85,91, +F.B. | +5&6 | +3&4 o the manifest, not yet found.
No. 2,9, 80, | - ) o @ 9& inventory | 8, and 36. AN AN
9.17, 25, 26, 16,"‘/ ’ . ' ! H 6 takeno + F‘- Bo M .
20, 29, 4, S, - : :
28,21,14,11, |
10,18, 17,15,
29, 21, 19, 5,
8, 23, 7, 18,
" 12—one, No.
not known.
Delivered to the Deputy Mar-
30 i2 ' 20 2 24 1 1 4 1 3 2 i 2 i 1 13 1 5 shal, J. P. Kennedy, and putin
i store the 80th June, 1618.
Hrtzcles lqﬂ on board
.. 18 boxes Sugar, . B
" 1-bale of Tallow,
' 20& bbls, of Herrings, or Fish, | S '
" 7ibbls. of Sugar, SMarks not knoivn.
: 8 :pipes Rum, ’
7" do Taffia,
‘ 9, casks Claret, y
. 6 kegs Olives—one of the kegs may be the Tamarinds. A .
o smg'tll hamper of Goffe. 8 | | CURTIS LEWIS, Inspector.

ol
)
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- S¢ presentard en la Administracion General, antes de formar la escri-
tura, para tomar la filiacion.

" Sor. Dow Jose Lrar.

Muy Sefior mio : sirvase vimd. formar esctritura 4 favor de Pedro
Acosta, quatro negros que le he vendido del Armazon, que ha con-
ducido de la Costa de Africa, 1a Goleta Espainiola nombrada la sufi-
ciente, su maestre D). Edualdo Fiol, en el precio de quatro cientos
pesos cada uno. con la calidad de bozal, alma en bocs, hiuesos en
costal, a uso de feria, sin asegurar de tachas ni infermedades, mal
de Corazon, gota Coral, de S. Lazaro, ni otra cualquiera que pueda
palecer la humana naturaleza; porque todas corren por cuenta del
comprador y tambien la escritura. Nuestro Sr. guarde 4 vmd.
michos aios.

Hahuna, y Julio 9 de 1818,

B. L. M. de Vmd. S. S, 8.
FRANCISCO DE LA TORRE.

Son 1600 ps.

Serro TercERe.
Dos Reales JAfios de 1818 y 1819.

Don José Sedano, Intendente de Provincia, Administrador Gene-
“val de Rentas Reales del Pucrto de la Habana en la Isla de Cuba
por S. M.

Certifico que con interv’on y conacimiento de la Administrador
Ceneral de Rentas Reales dé mi cargo ha dado permiso para embar-
car en la Goleta Americana Merino, su Capitan Cross, con destine
a la Mubila, las partidas siguientes :

I.—Don Colon Mitchell, registro en dos de Junio del corriente
quince caxas asucar blanco, con doscientas veinte y cinco ars. : diez
caxas asucar quabrado con ciento y cinquenta a, Diez y acho bo-
toyes Moscabado con quinientas quarenta arse Quarenta y tres
hocoyes de miel que embarca de cuenta riesco y congignacion de Wil-
liam Robertsan y entero sus dros.

-~ Y para que comite firma la presente Habana, dos de Junio de mil

ochecientes diez y ocho.
JOSE SEDANO.

SELT.0 TERCERO.
Dus fteales JAfios de 1818 y 1810,

Don José Sedano, Intendente de Provincia, Administrador Gene-
ral de Ilentas Reales det puerto de la Habana en la Isla de Cuba
por . M.
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Cerlifica gue con futere’on y conocimiento de la Jddministrador General
de Reales Rentes de mi carzo_se ha dado despicho para embarcar en
la Goleta Jmericana, nombrade Luisa, su Capitan Pedro Pichero,
para Nuera Orleans :

t.—A. 12a2: D. Miguel Terrer y Creagh. registro en ocho de Junio
- del corriente ano. dos cajas de platillas que conta. cada una
viente y cinco pras.
3y 4: Dos fardus de guineas azules que conta. ciurjienta pras,
cada uno,
5y 6: Dos fardos que cotrid. coarenta y cuatro pras. de listado
cada uno, y doze, pras. de listados de algn,  qua son ueis
pras. cada fardu que embarcar de qn. de quien corresponde y
entero sus derechos.
9D, Francicco Bona, registroen id, ; dicz pipas agte. cafia, trienta
cajas asucar quebdo. viente y cinco id. de Sardina, con
cinquenta millar, cuateo cajas de fideos, seis barrviles de azey-
tunas. un garvafon agte. anisado, media pipa vino tinto, cuatro
barrviles de vino seco. dicx sacos de cale. sicte barriles asucar,
que con la mea. del margen cmbarea de quiende D. Francisco
para entregar a dicho Se. y entero sus dros. - )
ia25: D, Jose J. Cenlino, rvegistro en id : veiute y ocho
canastos con tua doza. de botellas cada uno y una marquota
de sebolo que embarca por gr. de D, Francisco Barrios o asu
poder y pavo - - - - - 8
Y paraque cunste firmo la presente.

T’)
o

Hanana, diex de Junios de mil ochocientos y dirz y ocho.
JUSE SEDANO.

Alabema Territory, of the United States—CGeneral Court.

T'he President of the United States to Messrs. Gray and John Mur-
dock, Esquires, greeting :

Kunow ye, that we, reposing especial trust and confidence in your
fidelity and prudent civcunspection, do hereby authorize and em-
power you, that at such time and place as you may appoint, you
carefuily and diiigently {examine] such persons. they being first cau-
tioned and sworn, ralivmed, to tell the whole truth, as you nmay
call before you for that puipuee ; and such examinations-ard deposi-
tiong by you taken, you are to send. sealed up under your seals, to
the honorable the Judges of the General Court of the said Territory,
at the Court to be holter in the town of St. Steplien®s, on the first
Muonday of January nexv (o together with this writ.

Witness the Honozahle arry Toulmin, Feq. senior Judge of said
Court, the Sest Mond o of July, in the year of our Lord onc thou-



[Moc. No. 121.] 59

sand cight hundred and eighteen. and the forty-third of the sove-
reignty and independence of the United States of America.
Issucd 30th of July, 1818, :
| * Attest—F. IL. GAINES,
. C. Gen. Courl.

Interrogatavies to he administered to witness in behaif of the claim-
ants and libelled. in the following cases, to wit: Alabama Gene-
ral Court of Admiralty.

The United States The United States The United States
s, »s. T8

Schir. Merinoe and Schr.’ Louisa and Schr. Constitution and

Cargo, cargo, © o cargo.

Henvy Mitchelet, Joseph Noriage, David Nagle,

Diego Crespn, ¥rancis Bonales, Autonio De Frias,

Francis Darrios,

lgnatius Balderas, TS, S,
s,

Nineteen negroes. Six negroes. Eighty-two negrocs.

INTERROGATORIES.

Ist. Do you. David Nagle., Antonio De Frias, Diego Crespo,
Francis Bonales, Ignating Balderas, Joseph Noriago, Francis Bar-
rias, and Henry Michelet, know the parties in the above suit named,
orany of them?

2d. Where do they gencrally veside? are they, or are they not,
subjects of his Catholic Majesty the King of Spain, or persons re-
siding within his dominions ? -

5d. Have you, or have you not, any knowledge of the said David
Nagle having shipped, some time in the month of June, 1818, at the
port of Havana, fifteen negroes on board the Constitution, tobe
transported to the port of Pensacola? were the said negroes the pre-
perty ot David Nagle, and hona fide 2

4th. Have you any knowledge of the said Antonic De Frias having
shipped on board the said schooner Constitution sixty-nine negroes
at Havana aforesaid, about the time aforesaid, to be delivered at
Uensacola aforesaid? and were they the real and bona fide property
of the said Frias?

5th. Have you any knowledge of the said Francis Bonales, and
the said Joseph Noriago, or some person or persons, for them having
shipped on board the Amecrican schooner Louisa, some time in the
said month of June. at the port of Havana aforesaid, the said Fran-
cis Bonales four negroes. and the said Joseph Noriago two negroes ?
and were they the real and bona fide property of the said Bonales and
Nortaga? Cee -

6th. Have you any knowledge of the said Henry Mitchelet, the
said Diego Crespo, Krancis Barrias, and Ignatius Balderas, or.
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some person or persons, for them. having, some {ime in the said
month of June, at Havana aforesaid, shipped on board the Aweri-
can schooner Merino nineteen negroes ; that is to say, Diego Crespo
twelve negroes, the said Henry Mitchelet four negroes, the said
Francis Barrias one negro, and the said Ignatius Balderas two ne-
groes, to be transported and delivered at the port of Pensacola? and
were the said negroes severally the property of the persons above
named ?

7th. Were the negroes mentioned in tle foregoing several interro-
gatories, purchased by the several persons therein set forth as owners,
in Havana, to your knowledge, or by some person for them, and in
pursuance of their orders and instructions? and were they so shipped
to be delivered te them or their order at Pensacola ?

8th. Have you any knowledge of the voyage upon which the above
mentioned schooners Constitution, Louisa, and Merino, sailed from
the portof Havana? Was it not understood between tlie masters or
persons having charge of said vessels, and the said owners and ship-
pers of said negroes on board of them respectively, that they should
call or touch at the port of Pensacola aforesaid, and land and deliver
the said negroes to the said owners or their vrder? and was the.
not an agreement to that effect ?

9th, Whether at the time that the shipment of negroes took place,
a preference was not given to shipping under the American flag to
Spanish, in consequence of the great danger appreliended of capture
by the insurgent privateers.

10th. Whether at the time the said schooners, aforesaid, sailed from
the port of Havana, it was known, or at least publicly known, that the
American Congress had passed an act, entitled ¢ An act in addition
to an act to prohibit the introduction of slaves into any port or place
within the jurisdiction of the United States, from and after the first
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and eight, and to repeal
certain parts of the same,”” passed the 20th day of Apeil, 1818; or
whether, at the time the said schooners aforesaid, sailed from the
port of Havana, it was known, vr at least publicly so, that the
United States troops, under the command of General Jackson, were in
possession of the town of Pensacola,

11th. Do you, or do you not, know any thing in reference to the car-
goes shipped cn hoard either of the said schooners. Merino, Louisg, and
Constitution, at the port of Havana, at the time aforesaid, to wit:
during the month of June last, and to whom did they belong, and in
what proportions, and for what ports werethey shipped, and by whom
were they shipped?

12th. Do you or do you not know any thing in reference to the
schooners aforesaid, the negrocs on board, and their vespective car-
goes, that will be for the benefit cither of the United States, the cap-
tors, claimants, or libelunts, aforesaid? and if so declare it.

Filed 30th July, 1818, .
V. I CAINES, D. Clerk,
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- Alabama, Territory of the United States.

I, Francis H. Gaines, Deputy Clerk of the said Territory, dn cer.
tify that the foregoing pages numbered 1, 2, 5, 1, 5. 6, contain a trus
copy of interrogatories now on file in the Clerk’s oftice of said Court.

1 testimony whoreot I have hercuntn set my hand and affixed my

private scal, (having no seul of office,) at $t, Stephen’s, con the
30th day of July, in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight
hundred und cighteen, and the 43d of the sovereignty and lnde-
pendence of the United States of America.

. H. GAINES, D. C. Gen, Court,

~ Depositions of witnesses produced, sworn, and examined, on the an-
hexed interrogatories, on the thirteenth day of October, in the year of
our Lord, one theusand eight hundred and eighteen, by virtue of a com-
missian issued out of the General Court of the Alabuma Territory, to
us directed. for the examination of witness in a certain cause, the
pending and at issue between the United States, plaintiffs, and schooner
Constitution, and those claiming her cargo and African slaves on
board, defendants. on the part of the defendants, as follows, to wit:

* Don Francisco Alvarez. of the city of Havana, despatch clerk in
the house of Don Antonio de Frias, he, the said Frias, being in Europe,
and his brother and Attorney Don Nicholas in the interior, being pro-
duced, sworn, and examined, on behalf of the defendants, on the title of
these depositions named, doth despose and declare as follows.

1st, To the first interrogatory he saith that he knows Don David
Nagle, and Don Antonio de Frias, having lived as a clerk in the house
of the latter for upwards of cight years, but is not acquainted with the.
other parties named in this interrogatory.

2d. 'Y'o the sccond interrogatory he saith Don David Nagle, and
Don Antonio de Frias, are resident merchants in this city and sub-
jects of H. C. M.

5. 'Fo the third interrogatory he saith that David Nagle, or some
verson for him, did ship a number of African negroes on board the
American schooner Constitution bound to Pensacola, (and a part there-
of, twelve in number, were purchased at the Barricon of Don Antonio
de Frias. No. 13; and he remembers to have seen a clerk of said Nagle
or My, Mitchele, in the office of the Sceretary of this Government, ob-
taining a passport for said negroes, hut as to the number he knows not.

4th. 'To this interrogatory he saith to his knowledge there were ship-
ped on board the American schooner Constitution, by the house of Don
Autonio de Frias, in June last, sixty nine African negroes. for account,
as he understond as expressed in the letter and passport hereunto annex-
edoand marked A, and B, which negrocs were actually imported by the
said Antonio de ¥rias, fram the coast of Africa, in his schooner called the
Valadora, and re-shipped from the Barracon of said Frias, No. 18, he
the suid deponent having obtained the passport for the re-shipment of
said negroes from the Laptain General for account of the said Frias.

5th. To the fifth interrogatory. he saith that he has no knowledge
4 the shipment mentioned in this interrogatory. ‘
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6th, To the sixth interrogatory, he saith that he has no knowledge
of the shipment mentioned in this interrogatory.

7th. 'T'o this interrogatory, he saith, that 12 of the negroes men-
tioned in the passport obtained from the Captain General in the name
of David Nagle, hercto annexed, marked C, were purchased from
Barracon, No. 18, of Dn. Antonio de ¥rias, and shipped on board
said schooner Constitution, with sixty-nine shipped from said Barva-
con, on board said schooner Constitution, by said Frias, as expressed
in his letter hereto annexed, marked A,

gth. Vo the eighth interrogatory, he saith, that insurgent priva-
teers were almost constantiy off this port. Matanzas, and Marviel,
T'he preference was not only given to American vessels for the trans-
portation of African uegroes from hence, but that no person would
risk a negro on board a Spanish, for any place, except a vessel of war.

9th. Lo this interrogatory. he saith, that the captain of the Consti-
tution received the before mentioned sixty-nine African negraces, as
well as the othiers shipped on board the said vessel, on the express con.
dition, as hie understood, that he would land them in Pensacola, at
which port he wasto touch, on his voyage to New Orleans.

10th. Lo the teuth interrogatory, he saith, that he never heard of
the act of Congress of the 20th April, 1818, but that he had under-
stood for some years past. that neither Africans, nor any other slaves
could he introduced into the United States, or into the Territories
thereof, under any circumstances : and it was not until the 26th day
of June last, past. some days after the departure of the schooner Con-
stitution, that inforination was received here by the arrival of the
schooner Washingtcn, a flag of truce, having troops on board from
Pensacola, of the capture and occupation of Pensacola, by the troops
under the command of General Jackson. ‘

11th. To this iuterrogatory, he saith, that he has no other know-
ledge of the negroes mentioned in this interrogatory, than already
stated.

12th. To the twelfth interrogatory, he saith, that he knows no
other matier or thing respecting the African negroes mentioned in the
preceding interrogatories, which could be useful to the claimant, de-
fendants, or to the United States,

Huavana, 15th October, 1818,

FRAN. ALVAREZ.

-

Vincent GRray,
Jorx Murpock.

Don. Domingo Radriguez, of the city of Havana, Clerk, aged
twenty-four years, being produced. sworn, and examined, in behait of
the defendants, on the title of those depositions named, doth depose and
declare, as follows, viz :
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1st. To the first mterrogatorv, he salth that he knows David Na- '
-gle, Antonio de Frias, Deigo Crespo, and Ignacio Balderas, but is not
acquainted with the other parties named in tluq interrogatory, = -
- 2d. To the second interrogatory, he saith, tuat David Nagle, An.
“tonio de Frias, and Ignacio Balderas, reside in this city, and that he
understood that. Deigo Crespo resides i in Pcusacola, and that they are -
all subjects of his Catholic Majesty. ‘

. 5d. To the third mterrogatox'y, he saith, that he has no Lnowlcdga
of the shipment mentioned in this interrogatory. :

-4th. To this interrogatory.. he saith, 'that he has no l\no“ ledge of .
the shipment mentmnc.l in this interrogatory, further than by report,
that the said Frias had, about that tlme, blupped a parcel of negrocs
for one of the Floridas. ,

5th. To the fifth mtetrogatory. he saith, that hie has no knowledge
of the shipinent mentioned in this interrogatory.

6th. To the sixth interrogatory, he ﬁalth, that he has knowledgc‘
of the purchasé and shipment of fourteen negroes, by Deigo Crespo,
and Ignacio Balderas, on board the Merino, bound to Pensacola ; that
is to say, twelve by Déigo Crespo, and two by Balderas, and that he
understood from Deigo Crespo, that e was alout to purchase four or

- five negroes more for his friend in Pensacola, and ship- the same on -
board tlic vessel Merino, -
~ 7th. To the seventh mtcrrogatorw. he saith, that he. haa no know-
ledge of the negroes mentioned in the several foregoing mterrogato- :
mes than shted in the preceding answers. .

8th. Lo the eighth interrogatory, he saith, that he understood that -
the Merino was to enter into the port of Pensacola. and there land the
negroes slnpped on board at this port; but as to the other two schoon-
ers inentioned in tlus mtcrrogat(u Ys he has no lmowledge of theu' des-
tination. -

Sth. To the ninth mterrogatory he says. that, as msurgent prxva— '
teers were numerous in - these seas, the prel‘erence was given to
American vessels for the transportation of every species of property.

"-as nothing was considered safe on board of Spanish vessels. .
10th. To the tenth mtermgatory he saith that he neverheard of the
act of Congress mentioned in this jnterrogatory; and it was not until
after the arrival of the schooner Washington flag of truce. who ar-
rived here late in June, that information was received of the capture
and occupation of Pensacola, by the troops under tbe command of
General Jackson,
~ 11th, 'I‘uthlsmrcrrogaton he saith, that he has no other knowledge ‘
of the shipment mentivned in this interrogatory, than already stated. -
12th. ‘T'o the twelfth interrogatory. he saith, thar he has no other
Lnowledge of matter or thing respecting. the African ncgroes, men- -
tioned in the preceding interrogatories. which could be useful to the
fclalmants, deuxdants, or to the United States.- ‘
' D()MINIGUE I{ODRIQLE.
ViNcesT Gray, -
- Joun Mvurpock. - '
" Huwdna, 15300 October, 181!_.
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Don Jose Antonio Vidal Pasqual, of the city of Havana, merchant,
being produced, sworn, and examined in behalf of the defendants. on
the title of these depositions named, doth depose and declare as fol-
lows, viz:

1. To the first interrogatory he saith that he knows all the par-
ties named in this interrogatory, except Henry Mitchelet and Igna.
cio Balderas.

2. To the second interrogatory he gaith that David Nagle and An.
tonio de Frios are merchants of this city, and the others mentioned
m this interrogatory, known to him in Fensacola, and subjects of his

Catholic Majesty.

8. To this interrogatory he saith that he has no knowledge of the
sthmeut mentioned in this interrogatory.

4, 'To this interrogatory he saith that he has no knowledge of the
slnpmont mentioned n this interrogatory.

5. Vo the fifth interrogatory he saith that he purchased for Joseph
Noriago, of Pensacola, from the Barracons, and shipped them on
board of theschaoner Louisa, under the cave of Francis Bonales, some
timne in June last. for Pensacola, and understood that there were
other negroes shipped on board the same vessel for Pensacola, but to
whom thev belonged he knoweth not.

6. To the sixth interrogatory he saith that he has no knowledge
of the shipment on board the Merino, mentioued in this mterroga-
tmy

7. To the seventh interrogatory he saith that he purchased two ne-
groes, mentioned by him, from Cuasta Mangarina & Brothers, and
shipped them on account of Joseph Norviago, of Pensacola,

8. To the eighth interrogatory he saith that he has no knowledge
of the voyages of the Constitution or Merina, but that had the Louisa
. not been bound to Pensacola, he should not have shipped the negrocs
which the Captain thereof undertook to deliver in Pensacola.

9. To the ninth interrogatory he saith that, at the time the afore-
-mentioned negroes were s!upptd, it was not safe to shlp any property
on board of ap’umh vessels on account of the many insurgent priva-
teers in those seas, consequently the preference was given to Ameri
can vessels.

10. To the tenth interrogatary he saith that he has no knowledge
of the act of C :ngress mentioned in this interrogatory, but has wo-
devstoad for some years past, that no negro slave could be introduced
within the United Stateg under any circumstances; and it was not
kunown to him until after the departure of the Louis:. that the troops
under General Jackson had taken and actuaily accupied Pensacola.

11. To the eleventh interrogatory he saith that he knows nothing
more respecting the negro cargoes of the vessels mentioned in this
interrogatory, than already stated.

12. Lo the twelfth interrogatory he saith that he knows nothing
more respecting the cargoes of the aforementioned vessels. which can
be useful to the defendants, claimants, or to the United Siates.

JUSE ANT. VIDAL PASQUAL
Vivcext Gravy,
Jous Mruipock.
Hacana, 1380 Oclober, 1818,
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A.

HApaNA, 15 de Junio de 1818,
Seiior Don Hexrique Micuerer :

Muy Sefior mio y amigo: He tomado la libertad de embarcar abordo
de la Goleta Constitucion, su Capitan Don Henrique Peckham 4 la
consignacion de V. sesenta y nueve negros bosales, y asi mismo he
sacado el pasaporte del Excelentisimo Sefior Capitan General como
propiedad suya & fin de facilitar la entrada en esa.

‘Tengo hecha peticion & este Seiior Intendente General para ¢l paiio
de ticrra que V. me tiene indicado sobre el Kscambia, y concedido
que me sea no tendra dificultad en concurrir con las miras de V. (con
algunas modificaciones,) pero trataré extensamente sobre este asunto
en otra carta seperada, limitandome en esta & suplicarle el pronto
desembarco de los Esclavos, y sus amistosas atenciones 4 su descan-
so, alojamiento en parage sano, vigilancia de su salud y alimento que
deve indispensablemente consistir en la mayor parte de arroz.

Me prometo este gusto mas ampliamente por otra ocasion que deve
saliv en breve, y me repito como sicmpre su afectisimo amigo y ser-
vidor.

Por mi hermaro D.. Antounio,
NICOLAS DE FRIAS.

B.

IlavanNa, 13 de Junio de 1818,

Concedo licencia @ D, Antonio Frias de este comercio pa. que del
cargamento de negros husales con que entré vicitamente en este puerto
procedente de la Costa de Afvica. la Goleta Espaiiola Yoladora, pu-
eda hacer 4 Panzacola la remesa de sesenta y nueve de ellos al cargo
de M. Pachen para entragarlos 4 su duciic M. Enrique Michalett
vecino de aquella plaza. segn. lo ha representado en memorial de este
mes acreditando lo necesario en el asunto.

CIEN FUEGOS.

C.

Don José Cien Fucgos Jovellanas Caso y Ramirez, Caballero Gran-
Cruz de la real militar orden de S. Hermenigildo, condecorado con
las del ejército Asturiano y tercero de operaciones, Consejero en el
Supremo de la guerra, Teniente General de los reales cjércitos, Go-
bernador de la plaza-de la Habana, Capitan Gencral de laIsla e
Cuba y de las dos Fioridas. Presidente de Ia real Audiencia que re-
side en la propia Isla, Juez de Alzadas del tribunal del real Consulado.

O
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de ella. y Presidente de la Junta Econdmica y de Gobierno del misto,
Subdelegado de ja Superintendencia Genera® de Correos, Postas y
estafetas, y Juez Protector de la real Compania de la Habana, y de
la renta de tobacos, &c. &c. @

Concedo licencia & 1), David Nagle, para que remiia 4 Panzacola
trece negros bosales de la propedad de Don Juan Ynerarity, resi-
denta en dicha plaza.

IlanaNa, 12 de Junio de 1818,
CIEN FUEGOS.

[sEAL.] JUAN ANT. LOPEZ.

ALABAMA TERRITORY,
JMobile County.

Personally appeared hefore me, John King. jun. one of the Justices
of the Peace for the said County, John W. Simonton, who, being duly
aflirmed, doth afivin and say, that the enclosed commmission was de-
livered to him by Messrs, Vincent Gray and John Murdock of the
Havana ; that it has always been in his possession since he received
it; that it has not been altered in any manner whatever 3 that he is
about departing the Territory of Alabama for some time, and for the
security of himself, as well as the parties interested in the said com-
mission, has this day depusited it with Joel L, Willis, Esq. Clerk of
the Superior Court of this County.

J. W. SIMONTON.

Subscribed and affirmed to this 20th day of April, 1819,
JOHN KING, jun. J. P.

Apanavma DisTrIiCT, .
Court of the U. 8. Mubile, }q :

John W, Simonton, being sworn, deposeth and saith, that the cots-
mission marked No, 1, and on which commission is endorsed an afli-
davit of this deponent, swarn to before John King, jun. Justice of the
Peace, is the identical commission delivered him by Vincent Gray
and John Murdach, of Havana, and that it has not been broken or
examined to the best of this deponent’s belief and knowledge.

J. W. SIMONTON.

Sworn antd =ubscriped to, before me, this 15th February, 1821.

ROBERT CARR LANE,
Clerk Alabuma District.
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Jigbama Terrilory, of the United States.

The President of the United States to the Marshal of said Terrvitory,
greeting: -
Whereag, at a General Couit, hiolden for said Territory. at tho
town of 8t. Stephien’s. on the 1st Mounday of July, 1818, it was order-
ed that the vessel Merino and cargo. the schouner Louisa and cargo,
and Constitution and cargo. should be delivered to the clahuants of
the same. on their entering into bond in the appraised value thereof,
with Samuel H. Garrow, Lewis Judson, John W. Simonton, David
Files. and Jotham S. Patten. or any fouy of them; David Files be-
ing one. as securities for the forth-coming of the vessels and cargoes
afuresaid. to abide the order and decree of «1id Court: And whereas
an appraiscment on oath, of the value of the schouner Constitution
and cargo, has been filed. and bond in donble the amount thereof con-
ditioned as aforesaid, has been eutered into and filed in the Clerk’s
office of said court, with David Files, Jotham S, Patten. J. W. Si.
monton, and 8. II. Garrow, as securitics. You are therefore re-
quired and strictly enjoined. that you deliver the said vessel Consti-
tution, her tackle, apparel. and furniture. unto Daniel T. Waldon,
who has claimed the same., and that you deliver unto David Nagle
the cargo on board of said vessel, consisting of 100 boxes of brown
Havanasugar weighing nett 42 1561bs. and 75 bags of coffee, weighing
11.7661bs, which said vessel called Constitution. and cargo, by our
writ you have seized, and into your possession taken. for a violation
of the laws of the United States. as by their libe] we are given to
understand.  And whatsoever you shall do in the premises. you shall
duly certify to our judges of said court. at the court to be holden at
the town of St. Stephen's, oun the first Monday of January next.
Witness the B . Harry Toulmin. Esq. Senior Judge of said
Court. thisg first Monday of July, 1818, and forty-third of American

{ndependence.
lssued the 30th July, 1818.
Attest, F. H. GAINES, D. C, Gen. Ct.
Received the sth of August, 1818.

py " J. P. KENNEDY, D. .

Alabama Territory, of the United States, Mobile County.

Tersonally appeared before me. Alvan Robeshow, Chief Justice of the
Orphans’ Court in and for the County of Mobile, A. L. Sands, Lieu-
tenant of the United States Corps of Artillery, aud upon oath saith,
that, on or about the 24th of June, 1818, the schooner Constitu-
tion, whereof is Master Henvy Peckham, and whereof is Supercargo
Daniel ‘L. Walden, as appears from the papers of said vessel, was
captured by Col. George M. Brosie and the garrison of Fort St.
Carlos de Barancas, in Pensacola Bay, bound from the Havana. in
the Island of Cuba to New Ovleans, laden with 100 boxes of sugar
and 67 bags of coffee, and baving on board 835 negraes, slaves, which
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said schooner,he, the aforesaid A. L. Sands, has brought into the
port of Mobile for adjudication, for the violation of the Acts of Con-
gress of the United States, relating to the slave trade.
A. L. SANDS.
Sworn and subscribed to this 29th day of June, 1818, before me,
ALVAN ROBESHOW,
C. J. 0. €. in and for C. M.

I certify the i'orégoing to be a true copy from the records of iy

office, dated July 4th, 1818.
ALVAN ROBESHOW,
C. J. 0. C. inand for C, I

Moprze Couxty.

Be it remembered, that, on the second day of July. in the year ot
our Lord one thousand cight hundred and eighteen, A. L. Sands in
said County.and Joseph P, Kennedy, and Lewis Judson. also of said
County. did come betfore me, Alvan Robeshow, Chief Justice of the
Orphans’ Court in and for said County, ard did acknowledge them-
selves to owe to the Governor of said Tervitory ; that is to say. A.
L Sands thesum of two thousand dollars 3 Joseph P. Kennedy and
Lewis Judson, the sum of one thousand dollars eacli; Condition,
That the said A. L. Sands shall appear personaliy at the next Gene-
raf Court. to be holden at the town of St. Stephen’s. on the first Mon-
day of July, instant, then and there to give evidence in behalf of the
United States of America, against Henry Peckham and George M.
Brooke. on a charge for baving violated the Acts of the Congyess of
the United States relating to the slave trade, and leaving Court
without permission: then this recognizance to be void, otherwise to
remain in force.

Taken and acknowledged befcre me, this 2d day of July, t818.

ALVAN ROBESHOW.
C.J. 0.C. in and for C. M,
A. L. SANDS.

J. P. KENNEDY,

L. J*UDSUN.

r———

Alabama Terrilory,of the United Stales, General Court, July term, 1818,

United Stales, vs. vessel Merino and cargn, schooner Louisa and carge,
and the Constitution and cargo.

Ordered. thatthe vessels and cargoes in these cases, be delivered te
the claimants on bond and sccurity.to be approved by the Court, being
entered into in the appraised value thereof, conditioned to have the
property forthcoming to abide the order and decree of the Court.

Ordered. that Samuel H. Garrow, Lewis Judson, David Files, Jolm

"W, Simonton, and Jotham &. Patten, or any four of them, David



[Doe. No. 12+.] 69

Files being oné, be accepted as securities to the bond to be given under
this order. and that Henry D. Murritt, Christopher Strong Stewart,
and David Duval, be appointed appraisers of the vessels and curgoes
aloresaid.
A Copy,
Attest,
. H. GAINES, D. . Gen, Court.

Mabama Tervitory, of the Uniled Stales, General Court of said Territory.

The President of the United States, to the Marshal of said Territo-
Ty, greeting:

You are liereby authorized and required to deliver to James Caller,
David Files, and Benjamin L. Smoot, one hundred and seven African
negroes, found on board the schooners Merino, Louisa, aud Constitu-
tion, now riding at anchor in the port of Mobile, which said ne%roes
you have seized and taken into your possession by our order for a vio-
lation of the laws of the United States, particulurly an act, entitled an
act in addition to an act to prohibit the introduction of slaves into any
port or place within the jurisdiction of the United States, {rom and af-
ter the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand cight
hundred and ecight, and to repeal certain parts of the sume: and what-
soever you shall know in the premises, you shall certify to our said
Court to be holden in the Town of St. Stephens, on the first Monday
of Ju- nuary next, .

Witness the Hon, Harry Toulmin, Seaior Judge of said Court, the
first Monday of July, A.1). 1818, and of the sovereignty and indepen-
dence of the United States of America, the 45d year.

Issued 15th July, 1818,

Attest,

F. II. GAINES, D. €. Gen. Court.

Reccived of J. P. Kennedy. D. Marshal, one hundred and two ne-
gro slaves, agreeable to the within order of General Court, 17ih July,
1818, for James CallereB. S, Smoot, and myself.

DAVID FILES.

Statement of the number and condition of African negroes, now in
my possession, belonging to the schooners, Louisa, Merino, and Con-
stitution, viz:

Louisa, 2 present in goad health, - - No. ¢
Merino, present in good health, - .- 14
Runaway, - - - . -1

—15
Constitution, present in good health, - - 48
Ditto in bad health, a
Runaway. - - - . 2}

l"g"
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These and three others now in possession, that I cannot as yet dis-
cover to what vessel they belong,
- Also the ten ran off by Caller, making in the whole, now alive, as
isbelieved, 8s. ‘

"T'he above report made in obedience to an order of the District
Court, at the February Term, 1822. )

, J. LIVINGSTON, M, 4. D.
Filed. March 6, 1822,
R. C. LANE, Clerk.

JAlabama ‘Territory.qf the United States’ General Court,July Teri, 1818.

 United States
8. } The Grand Jury find a true bill,
Pedro Rivero.
United States _
TS, } The Grand Jury find a true bill.
Samuel Paxton.
United States 7
8. ! \ \ . e
Henry Peckham & | The Grand Jury find a true bill.
Daniel C. Walden. J
United States ) Indictment for violating the acts of Congress
v8. ! relative to the slave trade. Wm. H. Rohin.
Wm. H. Robertson & son comes into Court and acknowledges him-
& Asahel Gross. _J self to be the person named in the bill of in-
dictment, and pleads to the jurisdiction of the Court.

July, Thursday Sth, 1818.

Uuited States 1
T8, On motion of the defendant’s attorney, the i
Wm, H. Robertson s dictment is ordered to be quashed,
& Asuhel Gross.
United otates
S, ! On the petition of the libellants for restitution,
Schr. Merino and { it is ordered that admiralty process do issue.
cargo. _J
United States Ordered, that commmissions do issue to take de-
S, ] positions in the Havana, to be directed to
Schooners Mevino, Messrs. Gray and John Murdock, and in Pen-
Louisa, Censtitu- sacola, to be directéd to Gen. Gaines, Colonel
tion, and cai'goes. King, and Capt. Call, or cither of them,and that
the said depositions be taken as evidence as well in the cases of the
United States, against the said vessels and cargoes, as in the several
libels for restitutions for the negroes on board the said vessels, and
that the vessels and cargoes, in those cases, be delivered tothe claim:
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ants on board, and security, to be approve.' by the Court, being en-
tered into, the approved value thercof, conditioned to have the pro-
perty forthcoming, to abide the judgment of the Court.

Ordered, on the agreement of parties, that the one hundred and
seven negroes found on board the vessels Merino, Louisa. and Con-
stitution, and libelled in this Court, be placed in the possession of
James Caller, Benjamin L. Smoot, and David Files, on their entering
into bond in such amount, and withsuch security, as may be approved
antl agreed upon by the parties, conditioned that they have the said
negroes forthcoming. to abide the order and decree of the Court.

Whereas, one hundred and seven African negroes have been hrought
within the jurisdiction, and placed in the custody of this Court, as be-
ing liable to forfeiture under the laws of the United Stater, and
whereas certain persons have claimed the said negroes, and deay
their liability to forfeiture as aforesaid, and whereas the said causes
in reference to the liability of the said negroes to forfeiture, could not
be decided at the July term. 1818, of the General Court sitting in ad-
miralty, it was-agreed by and with the advice and consent of the said
Court, and of the persons interested cither in the seizure of said ne-
groes aforesaid, and of those claiming restitution of the same, that the
said negroes be delivered fo some responsible persons, to be admitted
by the said Court aforesaid, for safe keeping, until the Court afore-
said, or their officers. shall dcmand the same, when the said negroes
are to he returned into the custody of the Court aforesaid, to abide
their decision in the premises: all casualties in reference to said ne-
groes, to be excepted from the liability of the said responsible persons:
Whereupon, James Caller, Benjamin L. Smoot, and David Files, came
into Court, being the persons agreed upon by the partics interested
aforesaid, by consent of the Court aforesaid, and stipulated. as well
to all the parties interested, as to the Court aforesaid, to take posses-
sion of the negroes aforesaid, to keep them well, and to return them
into this Court when demanded by the said Court, free from all ex-
pense to any party concerned, under the penalty of one hunlved thou-
sand dollars, to be levied of the goods and chattels, lands and tene-
ments, if’ they should make default on the stipulation herein mentioned.

District Court of the United States. for the Alabama District, Mobile,
Fobruary Term; 1821,

United States, 7 In thiy case Israel Pickens, Esq.

T | filed the petition, or supplemental

Schooner Constitution, cargo, {libel of Curtis Lewis, as captor and
and ¢laves, _} informer,

Ordered by the Court, on motion of S. Acre, that a dedimus pro-
testutem be issued to John Murdock, and Viucent Gray, of the City
of Havana, and I<land of Cuba, to take the deposition of Francisce
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Alvarez, and of Antonio de Frias, to be read in evidence, in the case
of the United States vs. the schooner Merino, and the same against
the schooner Constitution and cargo. ‘

United States, “ These cases are continued by con.
: 8. _ sent of-the captors .and claimants,
Schooners Merino, Louisa, Con- >'and agrecthat the slaves in the rases
gtitution, cargoces and slaves. J of the Merino and Louisa, be deli-
vered to John Quinn, he giving bond for the forthcoming and safe.
keeping of said negroes, for their good treatment and care of their
health, in the sum of twelve thousand dollars. for the slaves imported
in the Merino, and four thousand dollars. in the case of the Louisa;
and the Court accept as security, in both the above cases, Robertson
& Barnewall, F, W, & J. Armstrong. and Henry V. Chamberlain:
And in the case of the Constitution and slaves, bonds to the amount
- of fifty thousand dollars are to be given, and the Court accept of the
following persons as the security of” George M. Brooke, the person to
whom the negroces are to be bonded: John F. Everitt, Captain A. L.
Sands, Lieutenant Spencer, Richard B. Owen, George W. Owen. E,
Montgowmery, A. Hollinger, Benjamin L. Smoot, Webster & Gris-
wold, Gilbert C. Russeli, and Turner Stark. And it is ordered by
the Court, that the Mavshal of this District immediately take the above
negroes into possession, uatil the bonds ave regularly given.

JUNE TERM, 1821.

Continued by consent. until Jauuary

TSs.
Terin, 1822,

Uhnitcd States,
Merino, cargn and vessel.
Uhnited States,

8 L The same as above,

Louisa, cargo, and slave -
Thuited States,
8 The same as above.

Constitution, cargo, and slaves.

JAMUARY TERM, 1822,
The United States,
T8,
The Schooners Merino, Louisa, Constitution, cargoes, and slaves.

Antonio de Frias .
D?t\fi(il%;:gi : 12 }rs. 84 African Negroes.

Joseph Noriago
' e Méd \ Y A e Noeoroea
Francis Bonales, }13. 6 African Negroes.



" [DoeNe.134] - . 78

Francis Barrias, ']“ .
Ignatius Balderos, |

Diago Crespo. }-as. 13 Negroes. _
'Henry Mitchelet, J '

1t is admitted by Attorneys for-the c]almants aswell as the ca.ptors, -
-that the schooners Louisa and Constitution cleared.out from New Or-
‘leans, and the Merino from Mobile, all for the port of Liavana: that
they were American schooners, with American registers: that the
‘Louisa and Constitution cleared out from the latter port for New Or-

Jeans, and the Merino for Mabile, at the different periods mentioned
in the commission sent to Havana, viz. the Merino on the 2d June,

1818: the Constitution on or about the 18th June, 1818; the Louisaon

the 10th day of June, 1818; and were captured at the different periods
- mentioned in the libels; that .the different vessels had on board the
“number of slaves mentioned in the libels at the tiine of capture. - The
" Merino was captured: within a mile and a half of the Barrancas, in-

side of the bar, in the harhor of Pensacola, by the United States ketch.

Surprise, Captain M<Keever. The Louisa was captured outside of

the bar at Pensacola, was standing in, but hove to. - "The Constitution

was captured under the guns of Fort Barrancas, within the bar, by -

Colonel George M. Brooke. of the United States army. - That Pen-
sacola was at the time in the possession of the American troops, nnder

the command of Gencral Jackson, and that the American flag was

flying at the time: that the Constitution was boarded off Mobxle;

Point, on her way to Mobile, by Curtis Lewis. Commander of the

United States Revenue Boat: - that at the time he boarded heng€ap="

tain Sands was on board as agent of the captors: that he (C. Lewis)

remained on board until she arrived in part, and reported her to the
‘Collector of the port, as having been captured by him: that he re-
ported the samie to the District Attorney. but not until Colonel Brooke
reported her as captured by him: . that Mr. Walden entered the cargo
at the Custom House, and was supercargo of the Const‘tutwn that
the libellants for restitution, and claimants, offered as ev idence. the
_returns of the Commissioners sent to Havana., which was admitted,
subject to the exception of it being. isdued and signed by a deputy
clerk, in all the cases, as well the vessels and car gues, as the slavls
- and libels for restitution.. .

The commission was opened in open Court.

Mr. Vincent Gray is a merchant in the Havana; ﬂldt he was a
commercial agent. and the person intended for the commission to
Issue to 3 that the cargo of the Merino was on board; and that the
register of the vessel was in the name of William H. Rubel tson and
* Asahel Gross, and that William EH. Robertson entered the cargo at
the custom-house, and bonded the same; that the register of tlu.
Louisa was in the name of Samucl Paxton. |

United States, ) - S. Acre. Esq. moved:to dismiss the lxbd
s Cors, &ae;amet these two vessels and cargoes;
Schonners Merino and { first. because the libel concludes. ¢ contra-

Louisa and cargoes. J ry to the form of the statute 3 secoud, be-
cause no admn.\lh process has. mued ‘
10
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The motion is not sustained. ‘
The United States ) It is ordered and decrecd, that the sclhoo-
s, {_ ner Coustitution, her tackle, apparel, fur-
The Constitution and { nitare, and cargo, found on board at the
cargo. time of seizure, be decreed to be forfeited

Frias and Nagle to the United States, and that the distpi-

Ts- bution thereof be reserved for the further

84 African slaves. order of this Court,

It is further ordered by this Court, that the said eighty-four Afri-
can negroes be and remain subject to the laws of the State of Alaba-
ma. and that the distribution of said slaves be reserved for the fur-
ther order of this Court.

United States
08,
Schr. Louisa & cargo.
Joseph Noriago,

ancis Bo - v
Fran s:i, nales, & The samne decree as the preceding.

Six African Slaves. _JI
United States
o, }
Schr, Merino & cargo.

Francis Barrias,

Ignatius Balderas, .]

Diego Crespo, 'The same decree as in the case of the
Henvy Mitchelet, r Constitution,

8

19 African slaves. J

On motion, it is ordered that the order made at the February term
of this Court, permitting the claimant to bond the Afvicans in this
case, be rescinded.

Itis ordered by the Court that the Marshal deliver to the Clerk of
this Court one of the Afvicans in his possession. he bonding for the
same. and the Court accept of Joshua Armstrong as security for the
forthcoming of the said African whenever the Court shall require the
same.

It is further ordered that the Marshal file with the Clerk of this
Court, a descriptive list of the Afvicaus in his poscession, on or before
the 5th day of February next.

United States 7 T'he motion to Jond the African slaves in

s, | these three cases. to the captors, is over-

The slavesimported in { vuled by the Court. and it is ordered by the

the three schrs. Con- s Court that the present Marshal collect all

stitution, Louisa, anc f the Africans, and return a descriptive list

Merino. J of the same to the Clerk's Office: and it is

further ordered, that the Mavcshal (o his compensation for the ex-

penses of victualiing and ciothing of the said Afvican slaves, be per-
mitted to work them moderately.
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District Court of the Uniled Slates for the Southern District of
Jlabama.

November Term, 1824,

On motion it is ordered, That the District Attorney have leave to
amend the Hbels in the cases of the United States versus the schooners
Merino and Louisa.

United States, 3 These causes caming on to be lieard on

USe | the amended libels. It is ordered, adjudg-

Schrs. Merino & Louisa ,>ell and decreed, that the said schooners
and cargacs. J Louisa and Merino, and cargoes, be con-

demned as forfeited to the United States, and that the said claimant
pay the costs,

On motion, it is ordered that the African slaves imported into the .
United States in the schooners Louisa and Merine and condemned
by this Court, be sold by the Marshal at public sale, to the highest
bidder, for ready money. on the 2d day of the term of the Circuit
Court, to be holden in the city of Mobile in April next : and that the
said sale he made in the city of Mobile, in front of the Mobile Hotel,
and that the Marshal bring into this Court, at its next term, the pro-
ceeds of said sale, to be disposed of according to the further order
of this Court : and that the Marshal advertise the same in the pa-
pers of Mobile and Cahawba sixty days.

qu"il Tt‘rm. 1825

Unitedd States, " This cause having been remanded from
5. the Supreme Court with order to proceed

Schr. Merino & cargn. 5 thercon, On motion, it was ordered, that
the libel in the said be amended. and the same being*amended, the
cause coming on to be heard on the libel, angwer, and exhibits, it was
ordered, adjudged, and decreed, that the said schooner. her tackle,
apparel. and furniture, and also the cargo on board of the said schoo-
ner, at the time of fier seizure, be condemaed as forfeited to the said
United States.—This day came the Uniied States of America by
their Attorney. and showed te the Court @ bond or stipulation,
signed by William H. Robertson and 8. H. Garrow, for the sum of
five thousand one huudred and niue dollars and seventy-five cents,
being the appraised value of the schooner or vessel called the Merino,
her tackle, apparels and furniture, and her cargo 3 conditioned to pay’
inw this Court the aforesaid sum of money, whenever the vessel,
tackle, apparel. and furniture. and cargo, should be condemued; ihe
same having been libelled fin the Court, and it appearing that the
same having been finally condemned by a decree of this Court: itis
therefore considered by the Court, that the said United States do re-
cover of the said William H, Robevtzon and Samucel H. Garrow, the
sum of five thousand one hindred and nine dollars and seventy-five
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cents, their debt aforesaid: also. their costs by them in this behaif
expended, and that the execution thereof be stayed for twenty days.

Un motion, it is ordered, that the Marshal pay into the Clerk's
Office. the entive amount of the salesof the slaves heretofore ovdered
to be sold, and which were imported on board of the schooners Me-
rino and Louisa; and that the account of the Marshal for keeping
said slaves be disallowed.

" United States, N On the motion made by William H.
T, {_Robertson and Samuel H. Garrow, for an
Wm. H. Robertson, and { appeal from the judgment of this Court,
8. H. Garrow. rendered against them as securities in the
bond given by the said claimants, and the appeal was refused by the
Court.

On motion, it was ordered by the Court, that the amount of the
accounts allowed by the Court and hereinafter specified, be deducted
from the amount of the sale of the slaves imported en board the
schooners Merino and Louisa ; and that one half of the residue of the
money arising from the said sale. be paid over to Thomas Shields,
who appears to be the authorized agent of Lieutenant Isaac M<Kce-
ver. the informer ; and that the other half be paid over to Jeremiah
Austill, the agent of the State of Alabama.

United States. wersus the African slaves, heretofore illegally im-
ported into the Mississippi Territory, in the schooners Louisa and
Merino. Inthese causes, as far as relates to the proceedings against
said African slaves. it is ordered by the Court, that one half of the
costs of said proceedings against said negroes, which have been al-
lowed to the Clerk and Marshal, be paid out of the nett proceeds of
the sales of the said negroes. and the other half of said costs be al-
lowed against the claimants of said negroes.

I, Jeremiah Austill, Clerk of the United States for the Southern Dis-
trict of Alabama. do hereby cevtify, that the foregoing eighty-six pa-
ges and upwards, contains a true transcript of the record and pro-
cecdings had in the cases of the schooners Constitution, Louisa,
and Merino, and their cargoes, and slaves, imported into the United
States.

Given under my hand, and the seal of the Court, this 28th day of
January. in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred aud
twenty-six. and ol the Independence of the United States, of America

the fifticth year. :
J. AUSTILL,

Clerk Southern District of JAlahama;
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UNITED STATES oF AMERICA,

"o Jeremiah Austill, Clerk of the United States District Court for
{he Southern Districtof Aiabama, Dr. -

United States,
8.

The schooners Constitution
Louisa, and Merino. their
Cargoes, and the Slaves
found on bourd the same.

~

For a full and complete transcript
of all the papers, orders, and de-
crees lately had in these cases, late-
ly decided in the U. *-, District Co..rt
for the Southern District of Ala-
bama, 42,452 words, at 531 cents
per 100 words, is 8141 54
Certificate and seal, 1 853

$142 87%

Received the above in full, of Hon. Henry Clay, Secretary of

Stateof the United States, this

day of —— 1826-
J. AUSTILL, Clerk.



