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SamueL Francis Du Pont, Rear Admiral United
States Navy, was born at Bergen Point, New Jersey,
September 27th, 1803, of French parentage and descent.

He was the son of Victor-Marie Du Pont and
Gabrielle - Josephine de la Fite de Pelleport, daughter
of the Marquis de Pelleport.

Du Pont de Nemours, Admiral Du Pont’s grand-
father, well known for his long connection with public
affairs in France, came to America with his sons
during the closing months of the last century. After
O a temporary sojourn in New York and New Jersey,
. the sons established themselves in Delaware, of which
State they became citizens.

Admiral Du Pont was appointed a midshipman in
the navy by President Monroe, on the 1gth of De-
cember, 1815, and for almost fifty years faithfully
served his country.

Believing that the official dispatches, relating to
the wars in which he took part, would be of interest
to his ‘family and friends, his widow has had them
printed.

LouviERrs, June, 1883.
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OFFICIAL DISPATCHES

— OF —

ADMIRAL S. F. DU PONT.

MEXICAN WAR.

United States Ship Cyane,
Port of San Diego, Wednesday, July 29th, 1846.

Commodore R. F. STockTOoN, Commander-in-Chief, etc.,
United States Frigate Congress,
San Pedro:

Sir:—1 have to report that, after a rapid passage,
I anchored here at meridian to-day, and at 4 o’clock
p. m. the American flag was hoisted by Lieutenant
Rowan, and+the place immediately garrisoned by the
marine guard. So soon as time had been allowed
for this, Brevet-Major Fremont landed with a portion
of his troops; the boats having pulled some distance
up the river, it was not possible nor necessary to make
a second trip, but all will follow at daylight. Owing
to the scarcity of water, the camp will have to be
located near the Presidio. Immediately after our arri-
val two or three mounted men appeared at the port,
and on the heights, reconnoitring, and soon after a
band of horses, some owned by Americans, were driven
off, from near the hide-houses, with great speed. This
operation, witnessed from the ship, was performed by
Andreas Pico, a brother to Pio Pico. * * *
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I have directed Lieutenant Rowan to secure him,
as the possession of his person, besides commanding
any number of horses, will be of service otherwise;
it is thought he will give himself up on parole.
Upon an emphatic demand being made of the Prefect,
the horses driven off were brought back in the evening.

I have further to inform you that I arrived just in
time to prevent the sailing of the Juanita, hermaphro-
dite brig, that was unmooring when we came in. She
came in here with a Mexican flag, having been to Maz-
atlan with a Mexican pass; so reports her supercargo.
Immediately on hoisting our colors she showed the
Hawaiian flag; her crew were shipped to-day; the
second Alcaldé of San Diego was on board of her,
and Andreas Pico had been down just before we an-
chored. She gave out that she was bound to San
Pedro; but if the report that Castro is nine miles
from here be true, my impression is that he was to
have embarked in her this afternoon; if not, to go on
board of her at some near point on the coast. She
has recently changed owners; her captain is at the
Pueblo, according to the supercargo, detained there on
business, but, by the mate’s account, by sickness. Alto-
gether being very suspicious, I took upon myseif to
detain her for the present, and thus cut off Castro’s
retreat by sea.

The little chart of the coast I had was of ser-
vice, though not correct by any means. I intend to
have a line of soundings run. I found this ship very
deficient in her supply of charts, Arrowsmith’s be-
ing very incorrect; fortunately I had the coarse litho-
graphed one of this part of the coast, procured at the
Sandwich Islands, which is more accurate. This was
fortunate, for I had no observations from the day I
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left until yesterday. We saw a small island north-
west by west from San Miguel, and passed within a
mile of it; not laid down on any chart here, and I
believe on no other.

This, sir, is the amount of information which the
first day’s arrival has enabled me to report. I shall
avail myself of every opportunity to inform you of
events in this quarter.

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect,

your obedient servant, ;
S. F. Du Ponr,

Commander, United States Navy.

IT p. m. — Lieutenant Rowan has returned on
board; he reports the authorities as with us in feel-
ing, but, fearing to compromise themselves in case of
the flag coming down, declined active co-operation.
Great joy prevailed among women and children at
the appearance of our people, they having been kept
in constant terror by Castro. The Alcaldés are to
decide if they would continue their functions; the
Custom House officer has agreed to serve.

P. S.—Thursday, 3oth.—The remainder of Brevet-
Major Fremont’s party landed early this morning.
The report of Castro being in this vicinity is contra-
dicted; he is said to be at Pueblo. Andreas Pico
left last evening, not having been seen except whilst
the flag of truce was flying.

ST R NI
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United States Ship Cyane,
Port of San Diego, July 31, 1846.

Commodore R. F, STockTOoN, Commander-in-Chief, etc.,
United States Frigate Congress :

SIR :—My communication, No. 1, will have informed
you of my proceedings up to yesterday morning; of
the American flag having been hoisted by Lieutenant
Rowan, and the town of San Diego garrisoned by the
Marine Guard under Lieutenant Maddox ; of the landing,
immediately afterwards of the battalion under Major
Fremont, and the promise of the authorities to inform
me if they would continue to hold office under the
new order of things.

I proceeded yesterday to the town, and was waited
upon by the civil authorities, who, while expressing
every friendly feeling towards the present movement,
and promising all their influence as citizens to pre-
serve the peace of the place, informed me that they
had concluded to resign their offices, having received
them from other powers, etc. I represented to them
the advantages of a different course, but without ef-
fect. They proposed a meeting of the citizens to ap-
point their successors, subject to my approval; this of
course I encouraged, and the meeting was held, but of
the persons elected, Captain Fitch, one of them, declined
serving. The late civil authority is therefore at an
end in San Diego; but the very small population, their
quiet and orderly character, and their friendly feelings
towards us, keep me from apprehending much trouble
in consequence. There was an exception to the gene-
ral resignation of those holding office. Don Pedro
Carillo, a very prepossessing person, speaking English
fluently, and the son-in-law of Sefior Bardini, a mem-
ber of the Mexican Congress, who has offered us the
hospitalities of his house, has agreed to continue as
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Administrator of the Customs. I propose to make
him in addition, the Chief Alcaldé, but have not yet
ascertained whether he will fill this place. The only
preventative to almost universal approval and co-ope-
ration on the part of the citizens is the doubt as to
their future security of person and property, as well
as present protection. The people of San Diego have
resisted all the appeals of Castro’s agents to join him,
and are naturally in terror lest before the war be
brought to a close, they should be left unprotected.
I should be pleased to receive your instructions as to
what course shall be pursued, in case trading vessels
arrive, how to be entered, and what tariff of duties
collected, etc. I presume no duties, except harbor and
tonnage, can be charged those having articles of American
manufacture only.

Going to town on Friday afternoon, I learned from
Major Fremont that he had been advised of the pos-
sibility of a night attack by Castro and his forces,
under the impression that the town was defended only
by our Marine Guard, his troops having reached it only
after night-fall on Wednesday, previous to which An-
dreas Pico had left for the Pueblo. A messenger was
immediately dispatched to the ship, and in incredibly
short time a reinforcement of about one hundred sea-
men, under Lieutenant Rowan, came into the town, well
armed, and marching like regular troops. A detach-
ment was also left with the launch and gun, to defend
the hide-houses near the beach. But the enemy did
not appear, nor was it possible, upon a reconsideration
of the distance, for him to have done so. The men
have remained up at the town, and will continue there
until the probability of such an occurrence has ceased,
being present myself at night with them. * * *
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From the day of my arrival, with the assistance
of Major Fremont, I have made every effort to get a
courier to carry these communications to you, but it is
conceived next to impossible for a messenger to reach
San Pedro; if escaping with his life, his dispatch would
be taken. As the same difficulty will occur, probably,
with your own efforts to send one this way, I pur-
pose forwarding this by one of the ship’s boats, which
I believe can be done at little hazard. * * * *
The gathering in of horses has been slow, yet it pro-
* gresses; some sixty have been procured; we cannot
learn that any have been driven off.

Lieutenant Harrison has been employed survey-
ing the harbor; at some future day I hope to lay
before you the advantages offered by this port and
the surrounding country. * * * * Castro has 400
men at the Pueblo, not well armed, six pieces of ar-
tillery, three of them flying. It is believed here that
he will readily receive offers to capitulate.

I think it not irrelevant to mention that I have
found the officers and crew of this ship equal to any
emergency. The zeal and dispatch with which they
came up from the ship, in the instance above alluded
to, is an evidence of it. My messenger left San
Diego at five o’clock; the distance is, as I have before
stated, five miles; by eight o’clock the party arrived, that
portion of it on foot at the same time with that for
which horses could be supplied; their arms in good
order, and the duties of the night guards and patrols
immediately assumed with the greatest regularity.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully
your obedient servant,

S. F. Du Poxr,

Commander.
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August 3.—1I have just returned from San Diego.
The practicability of communicating by land is declared
impossible. I have concluded, therefore, to despatch
the launch, which I trust will meet with your appro-
val; she is well equipped and well commanded, and
I entertain no apprehensions in regard to her. I have
not, of course, overlooked the probability of your using
the same mode to send me your instructions, yet I
have considered a knowledge of the exact state of
things here desirable, previous to sending them.

Some scraps of intelligence reached us yesterday,
such as that the news of the arrival of this ship had
caused the followers of Castro to leave him in num-
bers; also, that a force of 100 foreigners were east of
the Pueblo— supposed a party from Oregon. No in-
telligence of the arrival of the Congress at San Pedro.

Major Fremont returned last night from a scout-
ing expedition, having brought in a few horses; he
tells me there are no others within a circuit of thirty
miles; they now have 83, and require at least 200;
the party consisting of 105 men, with field - piece, bag-
gage, etc., to transport.

We are saving our provisions all we can, but the
bread is running low, Major Fremont’s men having
consumed a good deal during the short time they were
on board. We have five weeks on hand now, with flour,
if we can manage to bake it, to give us two weeks
more.

I have the honor to be, etc,

S. F. Du Poxr.
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United States Ship Cyane, September 17th, 1846,
Port of Pichilingué, Gulf of California.
To His Excellency

Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Lower California :

Sir:—1T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt
of your Excellency’s communication of the 14th inst.
In general terms I will state at once that in estab-
lishing a blockade, in accordance with the enclosed
declaration from the Commander-in-Chief of the United
States forces in the Pacific Ocean, all possible mode-
ration and discrimination consistent with my duty will be
exercised towards those who may have had no part
in bringing about the present state of war, whose suf-
ferings would in no way contribute to the injury of
Mexico.

The persons and property of the people of Lower
California will be respected; the supplies which this ship
or any others of the United States may require, will be
scrupulously paid for at fair prices. But all munitions
of war, and vessels sailing under Mexican colors, or the
property of Mexicans, must form an exception. All
such, therefore, as are now in the harbor of La Paz,
must be considered as prizes to the United States.
Those which may be wanted for immediate purposes
will be taken, but, in keeping with the spirit of mode-
ration expressed above, the others will not be removed
until the pleasure of Commodore R. F. Stockton, the
Commander-in-Chief, be known. They will, however, be
under surveillance, and everything be kept, for the
present, as it now stands.

I will thank your Excellency if you will please
to direct the Captain of the port to furnish me with
a list of such vessels as are here alluded to now in
the port of La Paz, with their papers, names of the
.owners, etc, and I will receive also, with pleasure, any
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information which in your opinion might tend to miti-
gate in any particular cases the application of the law
respecting the property of belligerents, or vessels sail-
ing under a belligerent flag. This information I will
forward to the Commander-in-Chief, whose just and
liberal views I am sure your Excellency will be satis-
fied with.

In your letter, and in our verbal communications,
your Excellency has dwelt with emphasis upon the
hardship of imposing the rigors of war upon a pro-
vince wholly abandoned, for the last two years, by
Mexico. But your Excellency may also see, in this
circumstance, a reason for the great moderation which
has characterized the prosecution of this war —a war
brought on by an infatuation on the part of the Re-
public of Mexico difficult to conceive. For the whole
of her western coast, the towns of Acapulco, San Blas,
Mazatlan, and both shores of the Gulf, are entirely at
the mercy of the United States naval force in this sea.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your

Excellency’s obedient servant,
S. F. Du Ponr,
Commander United States Ship Cyane.

United States Ship Cyane, Sept. 23d, 1846,
Harbor of Pichilingué, Gulf of California.

Commodore R. F. STockTON, Commander-in-Chief, etc.,
San Francisco:

SIrR: — By the prize steamer Julia, Lieutenant Sel- -
den, I have the honor to report my proceedings up
to this date.

As you are aware, I sailed from San Pedro on
the afternoon of the 23d, made Cape San Lucas on

L]
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the 3ist, and on the 1st of September was on my
cruising-ground. On the 2d I anchored at San Blas,
despatched a boat on shore, established the blockade,
and took a Mexican sloop, the Solita, just entering the
harbor from Mazatlan, loaded with a valuable cargo for
the interior, some of it directed to Vera Cruz and San
Luis Potosi. On the following day I intercepted the
brigantine Susanna, also from Mazatlan, with a similar
cargo for the interior. An officer and prize crew were
placed in each vessel, keeping them with me, sometimes
at anchor and sometimes under way, the Susanna being
in a very leaky condition, the water being up to her
cabin deck the day she was taken.

Having learned that San Blas was susceptible of
easy defence, both by land and sea, and that some can-
non, mounted and unmounted, were in the place, I di-
rected Lieutenant Rowan to land and spike them.
This was done. There were thirty -four, from twelves
to thirty-two pounders.

The two vessels that I took off San Blas were
Mexican, but the invoices of their cargoes show that
many of the shipments are from and to foreigners.
You are, therefore, likely to be troubled with the
complex question of neutral rights. No claims have
yet reached me; if they had, no means were in my
power, in such a place as San Blas, or anywhere on
the coast, to attempt an adjudication, and I decided
to send the cargoes, so soon as I could, to be disposed
of by yourself. I felt less hesitation in adopting this
course, for these skippers and merchants had the Presi-
dent’s declaration of war staring them in the face, and
believing that our vessels of war would not venture on
the coast at this tempestuous season, were induced,
thereby, to send necessaries and luxuries of life into



ADMIRAL S. F. DUPONT. II

the interior of an enemy’s country; some of these
being directed to a place blockaded by our forces in
the Gulf of Mexico.

Finding, on examination, the Susanna to be wholly
unseaworthy, I took her cargo on board this ship and
scuttled her; this encumbered me a great deal, and
feeling somewhat anxious for the prize crew of the
Solita, in case of heavy weather setting in, after having
been off and on the port for eight days, I took the
Solita in tow and stretched along the coast, intending
to look into Mazatlan and communicate with the War-
ren; or, in case she had not arrived, to cut out the
Mulek Adhel, of which vessel we received information
at San Blas. But we found ourselves anticipated in
this by the Warren. I had, however, the satisfaction
to receive your dispatch of the 24th of August, when
I bore away for this place.

Here, or rather in La Paz, six miles above us, I
found the Julia and seven other Mexican vessels, which
I captured, putting a prize crew on board the former
to guard the rest. They are generally small and
worthless. Their capture, however, and the establish-
ment of the blockade in this peninsula, seems to have
been a great blow to it, as the Governor's appeal to
you and his correspondence with me will show, all of
which I have the honor to forward with this report.
These vessels are generally employed in the coasting
trade of the peninsula, and supply La Paz, San José,
and San Lucas with the necessaries of life. The peo-
ple are friendly. The Governor, who is Commander-in-
Chief of all Lower California, has behaved with great
civility and good faith. We have procured not only
water, but fresh provisions, including bread; so that
our necessary delay here to fill the former, and dis-
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pose of the prize goods, has made no inroad into our
other provisions.

Lower California has wholly been neglected by
Mexico for the last two years. Her people have
struggled against this neglect and misrule, and are
very poor. Why they permit the flag of so worthless
a government to fly over their country cannot be easily
conceived. Certain it is I believe they are ready and
anxious to hoist ours, provided some protection is guar-
anteed. Be this as it may, I take the liberty of re-
commending them in their present straits to all the
consideration and mercy which your sense of duty
may authorize.

The apathy in relation to the war, however, in
the whole Mexican territory, was inconceivable, and
the appearance and activity of the ships at such a
season, I am induced to think, has produced a great
effect in bringing home to the people of the western
coast of Mexico the helpless condition in which they
have been left by their government, should our naval
force have been directed against them.

The desire that your decision in relation to the
vessels detained at La Paz should be known as soon
as possible, the governor having become responsible
for their safe-keeping, and the opportunity of reliev-
ing my ships of the cargo, have determined me to
despatch the Julia, with all the prize goods. So soon
as 1 can get her fitted, I will scour the Gulf for the
gunboats, about which the accounts are very contra-
dictory, run down to Mazatlan and San Blas, communi-
cate with my relief should she have arrived, and get
the last advices from the interior, at which time my
provisions will be pretty well expended.

We have found, so far, a favorable season, having
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as yet escaped the gales; these seem to have prevailed
in the region of Acapulco, where, I am told, three
vessels have been lost. But the unmitigated intensity
of the heat, day and night, since we first made Cape
San Lucas, baffles all description. Yet I am happy
to add, my officers and crew, though much exposed
in boats, rafting water, etc., continue generally in ex-
cellent health.

You will perceive, sir, I have had to meet some
unforeseen emergencies, in relation to which I was
necessarily without definite instructions. My best judg-
ment has been exercised, and I trust the general results
will be satisfactory to you.

I have the honor to be, etc, etc, '

S. F. Du Pont.

United States Ship Cyane,
Off the Port of Mazatlan, October 12th, 1846.

Commodore R. F. STockTON, Commander-in-Chief of
the United States Naval Force in the Pacific, etc.

Sir:— Since my report of the 23d of September,
I have the honor to inform you that I have cruised
along the eastern coast of the Gulf of California, visited
the port of Loreto and the Bay of Mulege, established
the blockade, and taken three Mexican vessels.

‘Having ascertained that one of the Mexican gun-
boats had left Mulege a few days previously for
Guaymas, I proceeded thither, anchoring in the inner
harbor, on the evening of the 5th instant. Our arrival
had been anticipated, and the town placed in a state
of siege. A battalion of troops of the line with field
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artillery had come from Hermosilla, which, with the
National Guard, made a body of five hundred men
under arms. The two gunboats, however, had been
entirely dismantled; one of them already laid aground
close to the town, where the other was likewise placed.

On the morning of the 7th, I sent an officer to
the Mexican commander with a letter, enclosing the
declaration of blockade, stating the course I had
previously pursued towards the persons and property
of the inhabitants of the coast, but making the usual
exception to Mexican vessels; proposing, in relation to
all merchantmen, the same arrangement which had
been agreed to by the Governor of Lower California,
but requesting the delivery of the gunboats. This pro-
posal was declined; whereupon I informed the com-
mander I would take them by force, and unless he
left the town, with all his troops, by ten a.m. the
following day, I should be compelled to fire upon it.

On the following morning the Mexican commander
informed me that he would not evacuate the town.
The Mexican officer who bore this reply was accom-
panied by a deputation of neutral merchants, bringing
a letter from the Vice-Consul of Spain, deprecating
hostilities, and asking a delay of three days to re-
move their goods.

Having ascertained that all the women and children
had left, and entertaining some doubts of the sincerity
of these gentlemen, doubts which were not dispelled
by the arrival on the following day of considerable
reinforcements, I told them I could only add one hour
to the one named, as they had lost that time in coming
off to the ship.

Soon after this deputation landed, and before ten
o’clock, the enemy set fire to the gunboats; a couple



.

ADMIRAL S. F. DU PONT. 15

of shells dispersed the people who were around them,
but they were immediately consumed. The only Mex-
ican vessel remaining, the brig Condor, was, however,
spared, either from the conviction that in her secure
position no attempt to cut her out would be hazarded,
or if such attempt were made, it must inevitably result
in the total destruction of our boats and men.

The brig was anchored in a cove close to the town,
the houses within pistol shot, two streets opening upon
her, and one of these leading from the barracks, which
seemed situated behind a mound which rose in front
of the town. A point of land, forming the cove, pro-
jected out some distance into the harbor, so that the
brig would have to be warped or towed several hundred
yards parallel to the houses, before she could bear
away from them.

The ship was hauled in as close as I could
get her; for I was satisfied, if the enemy used half
the men and means he had at command, the boats
could only succeed under the cover of a very rapid
and well-directed fire from the ships, which should
keep the garrison, with their artillery, within their places
of shelter, or, at least, disturb their aim very much if
they ventured forth.

The expedition, consisting of the launch and one
of the cutters, under the command of Lieutenant G. W.
Harrison, with acting Lieutenant Higgins, midshipmen
Lewis and Crabb, acting boatswain Collins, and forty-
five seamen, having dropped their kedge as they
passed in, succeeded in boarding and cutting the chain
of the brig without obstruction, the ship having kept
up a very heavy cannonading on that part of the town
which commanded the brig and cove, and where the
troops were stationed.
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Finding the enemy made no resistance, and having
no desire to bombard the town, save to insure the
safety of the boats, I ordered the firing from the
ship to cease. On the instant, the enemy rushed
forth with three hearty cheers, and opened a very
spirited fire on the brig and boats, with his artillery
and musketry. A few broadsides from the ship, with
a sharp return from the brig and launch’s gun, soon
drove them back. As the brig was advancing, and
the boats were drawing in a line with the ship’s fire, it
was stopped a second time, but the enemy again ral-
lied. A company of Indians had succeeded in making
a circuit, and in opening a cross-fire, which, with the
artillery from the streets, and musketry from the houses,
seemed heavier than the first one.

At some hazard to our boats, the ship had in-
stantly to resume her fire, and such was the rapidity
and certainty with which the shells were lodged, to-
gether with the consternation produced by their burst-
ing, that all further resistance was effectually arrested.
The brig, in the meantime, had been fired, but the
boats had gallantly held to her, and getting her round
the point, she was towed into a cove abreast of the
ship, and was entirely consumed.

I had to deny my first lieutenant, Mr. Rowan, the
usual privilege of commanding the boats; requiring,
with a very reduced number, his services on board;
his individual skill, moreover, in throwing shells was of
the utmost importance. Lieutenant Harrison's report
I herewith enclose; he speaks of all engaged with
him, but not of himself, an omission which I supply
with great pleasure, by stating that he evinced intelli-
gence and gallantry, and executed his orders in the
handsomest manner.
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I should have mentioned, perhaps, more explicitly,
that so soon as our boats were out of the reach of
the enemy’s shot, I instantly stopped firing upon the
town. I wrote to the Vice-Consul of Spain, stating
the purposes of my visit having been accomplished, and
the Mexican commander shown, by the cutting out of
a Mexican vessel within pistol-shot of his barracks
and artillery, that my previous forbearance had arisen
from motives of -humanity, and a desire to save, so
far as my duty would permit, the property of neutrals,
the inhabitants could return, if they thought fit, with-
out fear of molestation from this ship.

Enclosed are copies of my correspondence with the
Mexican commander and Vice-Consul of Spain at
Guaymas.

I sailed from Guaymas on the oth, and arrived
at this place on the 11th inst.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your
obedient servant,

S. F. Du Ponr,

Commander, United States Navy.

United States Ship Cyane, October sth, 1846,
Harbor of Guaymas.

To the Commanding Officer of the Mexican Forces
in Guaymas.

SirR:— Your letter of this date has been received,
in which you decline giving up the gunboats, and the
other Mexican vessel in port. I have to inform you
that T shall take them by force; and you are hereby
directed to evacuate the town with all your troops by

ten o'clock to-morrow morning, or I shall be com-
2
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pelled, unwillingly, to fire upon it, and the consequences
involved will rest with you. You will please inform
me of your decision.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your

obedient servant,
S. F. Du Ponr,
Commander United States Ship Cyane.

United States Ship Cyane, October 7th, 1846.
Harbor of Guaymas.

El Sefior ECHEVERIA,
Vice Consul of Her Majesty the Queen of Spain.

Sir:— Your communication of this date was handed
me this morning by the committee of neutral merchants
of the town of Guaymas. I regretted extremely that
I could not at the time grant your request of not firing
upon the town, the property of which is said to belong
almost exclusively to foreigners; but the purposes of
my visit having been accomplished, and the command-
ing officer of the Mexican forces shown, by the
cutting out of a Mexican vessel within pistol-shot of
his barracks and artillery, that my previous forbear-
ance arose entirely from motives of humanity, and a
desire to save, so far as my duty would permit, the
property of neutrals, I have now to say that I will
fire no longer upon the town, and the inhabitants, if
they please, can return to their homes and ordinary
occupations, without fear of damage from this ship,
unless hostilities be provoked by the Mexican forces;
in which case they will be resumed.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully your

obedient servant,
S. F. Du Ponr,

Commander, United States Navy.
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United States Ship Cyane,
Yerba Buena, March 4th, 1847.

Commodore W. BRANFORD SHUBRICK, Commander-in-Chief
of the United States Naval Force in the Pacific.

Sir:— Enclosed is an appeal to me from the
Alcaldé of Sonora for protection. Lieutenant Harrison,
whom I had sent to Sonora for the public arms, agreeably
to an order from Captain Hull, informs me that con-
siderable alarm existed among the people, not for their
horses and cattle alone, but for themselves. I have,
in consequence, determined to dispatch at once fifteen
marines, and sailors sufficient to manage a field-piece,
which I will also send them. I shall send word to
the Alcaldé that the people must organize themselves
against Indian depredations, as heretofore.

I regret extremely to be compelled to break in
again upon the efficiency of my ship’s company,
the more so as a system of irregular expenses will
have to be recommenced. But, in the absence of
General Kearny, or any other land forces, I did not
feel at liberty to defer sending the assistance required.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your

obedient servant, :
S. F. Du Ponr,

Commander, Unijted States Navy.

United States Ship Cyane,
Harbor of Monterey, Sept. 26th, 1847.

Commodore W. BRANFORD SHUBRICK, Commander-in-Chief of the
United States Naval Force in the Pacific.

SiR:—1 have the honor to announce the arrival
of this ship, and to report my proceedings since our
separation.
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The circumstances of my departure from off Mazat-
lan, on the 15th of June, falling in with the Portsmouth
at San José, and consequent return to Mazatlan, with
my ultimate sailing from that port, on the 27th of June,
you have been made acquainted with. My passage to
to Hilo (Hawaii) was of nineteen days; the trade winds
were not strong, and the weather lowering; on the 6th
of July we encountered one of the highest running
seas I ever witnessed, without sufficient wind to steady
the ship, causing her to roll so violently as to endanger
rigging and masts. 1 afterwards learned a hurricane
had prevailed off Socorro. Not a sail was seen during
this passage.

I anchored in the Bay of Hilo, on the 10th of
July, and remained there two weeks; the crew were
greatly benefited by fresh provisions, vegetables and
fruit, and a tour or two on shore. The weather, how-
ever, was such as to prevent my overhauling the ship
in her rigging, which she greatly required. I got
under way on the 2gth of July, but the egress from
the bay is, at times, very difficult, owing to calms and
a heavy in-shore swell, so that 1did not get clear of
the island until the night of the 31st, having to anchor
twice outside of the reef. No whale-ship had yet
arrived.

Passing along the north side of Maui, I anchored
off Honolulu on the 2d of August, and on the 3d en-
tered the harbor. On the 15th of August, Her Majesty’s
ship Juno (26), arrived. On the 16th the first whale-
ship came- in, followed by one almost daily during the
remainder of my stay. They had been retarded some-
what later than usual by the great success of the season
— most of the ships having filled up. Agreeably to
your order, I enclose a list of those met with.
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Through the consul at Honolulu, consular agent
at Lahaina, and through personal intercourse with the
masters themselves of the whale-ships, I informed these
of the main object of my visit to the Islands, and of
your ordérs to me, to see to their security and protec-
tion in every way in my power. This was highly
appreciated, and the consul expressed throughout my
visit extreme satisfaction at what he conceived, for many
reasons, the most opportune visit of the Cyane, regret-
ting only that she or another vessel of the squadron
could not be spared during the whole refitting season
of the whaling fleet. At such times the ports of the
Islands are crowded with several hundred ships, their
crews numbering many thousand men; these require
but too often his interference and control, rendering
his duties most difficult and arduous. The moral
effect created by the simple presence of one of our
ships of war would, in the opinion of the consul, relieve
him of most of this, preserve order in the harbors,
prevent incarceration in the forts and prisons on shore,
and be greatly appreciated by the masters and owners
of the enormous amount of property floating in these
ships.

Besides the arrivals mentioned above, not to speak
of those from Oregon and California, there were two
from China, one from Valparaiso, and one from the
Society Islands. No news or rumors of privateers was
brought by any of these vessels, and I am induced
to believe this ocean is, as yet, entirely free from them.

Official visits were interchanged with the Governor
of Oahu, and the King’s ministers, followed by the
most friendly and agreeable intercourse during the
whole of my stay. I believe the latter gentlemen are
truly devoted to the best interests and welfare of the
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Hawaiian nation. In their most delicate and difficult
task, that of legislating and governing to the satisfac-
tion of foreigners, they are, in my humble judgment,
anxiously desirous to be just and rigidly impartial
towards the subjects of all nations. Qur consul, Mr.
Turrill, a gentleman of calm sagacity, while vigilant in
watching over the interests committed to his charge,
had no complaint whatever to make of the authorities,
and enjoys, deservedly, their highest confidence. This
good understanding, I believe, was not a little instru-
mental in removing recently from off the whale-ships
all port charges, pilotage, etc.; a saving of many thou-
sand dollars to this important American interest.

I shipped, at Honolulu, several men who were on
the consul’'s hands at Government expense; they are
healthy and able-bodied.

The stores and provisions which you directed the
storekeeper to procure, I have brought over with me;
with the exception of the flour — this article not having
come down to the price limited in your order. While
in port the ship was overhauled, and made as efficient
as the wear and tear of two full years of very active
service would allow. Though mindful of your injunc-
tion to be as economical as possible in my expendi-
tures, I find that our disbursements were considerable
for the supplies of this ship, and the stores and pro-
visions procured for the squadron. There was nothing
in the Government storchouse; everything had to be
purchased, and nothing is cheap at the Islands. There
were, also, arrears long due the crew for stopped spirit,
and other rations, which I felt incumbent upon me to
pay, and they were also allowed some money to visit
the shore; it was likewise the first opportunity offered
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for a long time for the officers to refit themselves, and
they drew all the money due them.

Though not specially directed in my instructions, I
had proposed calling at Lahaina, in the Island of
Maui, it being the great resort of our whalers, but the
change in the port regulations brought most of them
to Honolulu. News was brought, however, by the
last arrival, that seven had anchored there, but the
same day the Mount Vernon had come from San
Francisco, bringing your declaration of blockade, and
thinking the ship might be wanted for other service,
sooner than was contemplated when I left the coast, I
sailed instantly, and shaped my course directly for this
port, which I reached this day, after a pleasant pas-
sage of twenty days.

I have the honor-to be, sir, very respectfully,

your obedient servant,
S. F. Du Ponr,

Commander, United States Navy.

United States Ship Cyane,
Off San José, Lower California, Feb. 16th, 1848.

.

Commodore W. BRANFORD SHUBRICK, Commander-in-Chief of the
United States Naval Force in the Pacific.

Sik:—1 have the honor to inform you that in
obedience to your order of the 3ist inst, received at
La Paz, per Southampton, I sailed with all despatch
to the relief of Lieutenant Heywood, it being, moreover,
evident from our ‘last news from San Antonio, that he
had the whole enemy’s force upon him at San José,
rendering it certain that the provisions I had sent him,
a few days before, could not have been landed.
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Fortunate in getting out of the devious channel
of La Paz, without the usual delays from grounding, I
arrived here on Monday, the 14th inst., at sundown.

During our approach, the report of artillery oc-
casionally reached us from the cuartel, over which, after
a long and anxious gaze, we could make out that our
flag was still waving.

This, however, was the only cheering sight; not a
human being could our glasses detect on top or around
the cuartel; a Mexican flag was conspicuously flying
about the centre of the town, and immediately facing
our own. No messenger was seen approaching the bay
side; it was evident the post was closely besieged.

The boats were immediately hoisted out, and prepa-
rations made for landing all the force we could venture
to take out of the ship at such anchorage as this. In
meantime night set in, and the firing from the cuartel
had ceased. Believing that nearly the whole force of
the enemy would be distributed along the road from
the beach to the town, about a mile and three-quarters
in distance, offering every facility for a most destructive
ambuscade by night or day; and reflecting on the dif
ficulty of controlling the impetuosity of seamen in the
excitement of a night attack on shore, I determined
to wait until daylight before landing, unless the cuartel
should be attacked, in which case we would land at
all hazards. This was the order for the night, to us
a long and anxious one. It was one of still greater
anxiety to Lieutenant Heywood, lest we should land
and attempt the march before day.

He had seen a part of the preparations of the
enemy, admitted by himself (the enemy) to be 300
strong, though rated at double that number by others,
including a company of Yaca Indians (70) from Sonora,
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and a company of infantry, Pifieda’s veterans, except
the latter all finely mounted, and armed with lances,
carbines, and rifles. He also was very apprehensive,
even if we should reach San José, about our passing
through that portion of the town occupied by the
enemy, the houses being looped, barricaded, etc. and,
therefore, with great forethought and consideration,
though pressed hard by the enemy as he had been
for the eight previous days and nights, refrained from
using his artillery, though he could have done so with
advantage, that we might remain in ignorance of the
contest going on, the report of musketry not reaching
us. By daylight we were on the beach, and that with
the ammunition dry, the surf being unusually low.
Our force consisted of 89 seamen, 5 marines, and 8
officers; total, 102. The officers who landed with me
were Lieutenants S. C. Rowan and George W. Harri-
son, Acting Master D. McN. Fairfax, Surgeon C. D.
Maxwell, and Midshipmen E. Vanderhorst, E. Shepherd,
and R. F. Lewis.

It fell to Lieutenant George L. Selden’s lot to be
shipkeeper; the loss of his services on shore I greatly
regretted; and he being the only Lieutenant on board,
I had also to refuse the request of Mr. Price, purser,
to accompany us, knowing that he would be of great
service to Mr. Selden, should any serious disaster be-
fall us; acting Lieutenant MacRae, with nine men, I
had left at La Paz to fit out a small craft to inter-
cept the communication between Sonora and the pe-
ninsula. He had, as you are aware, some days before,
at great personal hazard, succeeded in communicating
with Lieutenant Heywood, and the information then
obtained and reported to you by him, led to your
timely orders to this ship.
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We marched in two companies, double file, the
small field-piece (3 pounder) dragged by hand, guarded
by the small fraction left us of our marine guard.
Soon after leaving the beach, the firing commenced
on our right from bushes, etc., and horsemen began
to appear in the few open spaces about us. Looking
back to the ship, I found one of the pre-arranged
signals already flying, that the enemy was in full force
in our front. From this time a sharp fire was kept up
on our flank and rear, from the different covers along
the whole line of road. Our general procedure was,
when the glimpse of an enemy was caught by any
one in the file, he should step out a pace, fire, and
fall in again. When the fire upon us seemed concen-
trated, and was specially annoying, the two companies
would face alternately to the right or left, and pour
in a volley. On approaching the mound on which
stands the hamlet of San Vicente, we found it occupied
by the enemy in considerable force, and who presented
a somewhat formidable array; but moving steadily on,
though still annoyed as before on our right, and rising
the hill, a discharge from the field-piece, followed by
a few well directed volleys, drove him before us, and
into the bushes again. After passing through the
hamlet of some twelve buildings, and descending from
it to cross the arroyo, half knee-deep, the enemy closed
on our rear again, and occupied the mound and huts,
and his fire was rather hot; but halting and sending
back a volley or two, we got rid of him then again. On
passing a field of well-grown sugar-cane, we got it
again, and even still warmer, a little farther on, from
a long row of bananas and plantains. The fire of the
enemy was well sustained throughout, but, with some
exceptions, he always overshot, his balls passing just
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over the heads of our little column. In was an ani-
mating scene, and presented some points of peculiar
interest; from the ship, particularly from aloft, our
progress could be distinctly followed throughout, to-
gether with the whole operations of the enemy, so
much concealed from us. I had directed Lieutenant
Selden, so long as the enemy continued within reach
of the 32-pounders and 8-inch shell guns, to give us
all the assistance he could, if we should need it;
though eagerly on the watch to do so, friend and foe
seemed to him too much in contact to hazard such
support.

You can imagine, sir, the intense sympathy with
which our advance was watched by our friends on
board, burning to be with us. They drew a long
breath for us on our ascending the mound of San
Vicente, where the enemy seemed to them most ad-
vantageously posted. After passing San Vicente, our
shipmates thought we were through the worst, though
persuaded many of us must have fallen.

To Lieutenant Heywood, however, and his gallant
band, who, from the cuartef, commanded a still better
view, and who had been watching us.with deep and
fraternal solicitude, it seemed that we were more and
more pressed as we approached. Our volleys, the ef-
fect of which he could see, while we could not, alone
gave him some confidence; and though the enemy still
had a detachment in the lower part of the town, anx-
ious too about leaving his sick and wounded exposed
even for a moment, placing himself at the head of his
garrison, brushed out the looped houses from which he
had been so annoyed, killing one man, and sallied out
of the town to our support; fortunately we needed it
not, and just as he emerged from the last cover of
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the enemy, who had redoubled his efforts, but in vain
(our volleys always driving him back), the parties met
only to exchange a cordial greeting.

Our friends could scarcely credit that we had not
left many of our number on the road; four only were
struck, and of these two only were disabled. The two
parties united now marched into San José; a small
body of the enemy, which had clung to it with much
tenacity, retreated to the hillsides southward. There
was no cavalry in that direction, and but little danger
to stragglers, and Midshipman Vanderhorst was allowed
with a small party to follow him. The enemy showed
a good deal of spirit, and more cunning than his pur-
suers in ‘availing himself of the nature of the ground
for cover, etc, but after this little skirmish he was
driven over the crest of the hill. The parties were
then called in, bringing with them two prisoners (one
wounded), two or three mules, a lance or two, guidon,
etc., articles calculated to please sailors.

A few scattered detachments of the enemy, how-
ever, still lingered in the valley, but their stay was
short. The ship now performed her part; and Lieuten-
ant Selden, noslonger afraid of hurting his friends, as-
sisted by Mr. Price and Midshipman Allmand, opened
upon different squads with shot and shell. One of
the latter, passing over San Vicente with a wonder-
ful range, burst over the heads of a large party.
The valley was cleared, the enemy dispersed, and the
communication between the town and ship re-estab-
lished. The enemy fell back to his camp at Los
Animas, but broke up in the night and retreated to
San José Viejo, two leagues up the valley.

The officers and men more than sustained the
reputation they have earned during their long service
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in this ship, now over two and a half years. It was
difficult at first to prevent the men rushing into the
covers after their foe, where doubtless, doing havoc at
first, they would soon have separated, and been ridden
over and speared to a man. I am greatly indebted
to Lieutenant Rowan, my able adviser ‘and invaluable
executive officer, and to Lieutenant Harrison, for their
earnest and judicious exertions to prevent this, upon
which our success depended. Our field-piece, though
so small, was too weakly manned; but owing to the
great exertions of Acting-Master Fairfax, aiding to drag
it himself through the sands, and across the arroyo,
was always in time to do good service.

The midshipmen, Messrs. Vanderhorst, Shepherd,
and Lewis, vied with their seniors in coolness and
zeal; the first, my aid, more under my own eye,
greatly pleased me by his cool and quick observation.
To Doctor Maxwell, ever zealous,.and ahead recon-
noitring, I was indebted for several timely suggestions
about the nature of the ground, etc. Quickly, after
our arrival, extracting a ball from one of our wounded
men, Isaac Watson (O.S.), and dressing the other,
W. Eaton (O.S.), he was off among the skirmishers
on the hillside, and soon among the advance party.
Before closing this report, already too long, I cannot
deny myself the satisfaction of adding my humble tri-
bute of commendation to the conduct of the garrison,
and its commander, Lieutenant Heywood. Invested for
twenty-one days, and closely besieged for nine, his
provisions at the lowest ebb, fever and dysentery pre-
vailing within, his wounded lying in its midst, two
valuable officers, Passed-Midshipman Duncan and War-
ley, cut off and prisoners, women and children crowd-
ing his cuartels and consuming his supplies, two of
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his California allies deserting to the enemy, and greatly
dispiriting those who remained, the enemy himself oc-
cupying the church, and other buildings as strong as
his own, six times his number, and fighting him eight
successive days and nights, he was indomitable. Nor
was this all: two excellent breastworks, thrown up in
the night, brought a cross-fire on his water, and was
near cutting it off effectually. A well was instantly
commenced, and progress made against great obstruc-
tions. Then came another blow, the sorest of all,—his
gallant, unflinching, devoted second in command, Passed-
Midshipman Tenant McLanahan, of this ship, was killed
by a rifle-shot in the neck (surviving only two hours
after the wound), in the main cuartel (Mission House),
on the 11th of February. This left him Passed-Mid-
shipman G. A. Stevens (Independence), for his only
officer, who zealously exerted himself to meet such
emergency; for even his brave and valuable volunteer
aid, Mr. Eugene Gillespie, was among the fever pa-
tients. Knowing your anxious desire that our flag
should wave wherever once hoisted, and also your deep
solicitude about the post of San José, it gives me
pleasure to be able to assure you of the security of
both. What means should be adopted to put down,
effectually, this movement in Lower California, so de-
structive to the property of its best people (our friends),
I will endeavor to suggest in another report.

The loss of the enemy, of course, is all conjec-
ture; the numbers reported by the friendly Califor-
nians, range from 13 to 35 killed.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your
obedient servant,

S. F. Du Ponr,

Commander, United States Navy.
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P. S. — February 22, 1848.— We are provisioning
the garrison, but the progress is slow, and labor heavy.
We have no animals (three mules excepted). I think
it prudent yet to send escorts of fifty men with the
trains, two per day. The surf is high, and sometimes
dangerous; our boats are knocked to pieces, but the
work goes cheerily on. Lieutenant Heywood’s report

is herewith forwarded.
S AU RS

United States Ship Cyane,
Off San José, Lower California, March 25th, 1848.

Commodore W. BRANFORD SHUBRICK, Commander-in-Chief
of the United States Naval Force in
the Pacific.

SIr :—1 returned, last evening, from an expedition
to Sant Anita, having taken seventy men from this
ship, with thirty from the cuartel under Lieutenant
Heywood, a body of the enemy having been repre-
sented as encamped there, about 130 strong, including
the Indians, and the distance from us, about eleven
miles, likely to make him careless, I thought he might
be surprised, at all events, broken up.

Every precaution was taken to prevent information
reaching him, and the march was noiselessly performed
between eleven' at night and half past two in the
morning, avoiding those portions of the route whence
information might be given of our approach. By day-
light we closed around the place; but the enemy,
warned by an Indian spy, who had been in San José,
escaped us. Otherwise, everything had been so fortu-
nately conducted, and he having been, as I had sus-
pected, even without sentries, we should have captured
the whole party.
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The Yacas, on getting the information in the even-
ing, left instantly., Navarette left later in the night.
Their camp fires were still burning. A forge where
their arms were repaired was destroyed, and the ar-
morer made prisoner. After a few hours’ rest we re-
“turned, taking San Bernabé, San José Viejo, and Ro-
sario in our way, thus scouring the whole valley.
Though not attended with any capture or loss to the
enemy, he has thus been driven from this valley for
many miles, his depredations stopped, and the moral
effect, altogether, important.

From our best information, he has fallen back to
Santiago, sixteen leagues, much broken and reduced in
numbers. Navarette is said now to be commander-in-
chief, Pifieda having been badly wounded in a quarrel
with one of his officers, Manuel Castro, who cut one of
his hands nearly off.

We had expected some warm work, the country
through which we passed offering the enemy such ad-
vantages, but he seems, for some reason, not to have
availed himself this time of them.

The officers, who were along, were Lieutenant Hey-
wood, Rowan, Selden, and Acting-Lieutenant McRae,
Dr. Maxwell, Passed-Midshipman Warley, and Midship-
men Vanderhorst and Allmand. A videt advance of
guides and Californians was under Mr. Gillespie, with
Captain Ripley, volunteer. It was as fine a detachment
of this kind as I have ever seen.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your
obedient servant,

S. F. Du Ponr,

Commander, United States Navy.
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United States Ship Cyane,
Off San José, California, March 3oth, 1848.

Lieutenant GeEo. L. SELDEN,
United States Ship Cyane:

SirR:—You will take the command of a party of
mounted men, to be selected from this ship and the
Cuartel, for the purpose of scouring the valley of San
José as far up as Santiago, about fifteen leagues dis-
tant. 4
The general object of this expedition will be to
examine the haciendas and ranchos, to collect arms,
which portions of the enemy, who have been disbanded
or deserted, may have taken to their homes. The late
Alcaldé of Santiago, with other allies from that district,
are desirous of going to their homes. You will take
all such with you. You will ascertain if the people
there are friendly, as represented by their allies. You
will, from that point, be able to get correct informa-
tion, in all probability, of the number, position, and
condition of the enemy; whether he has actually dis-
persed, as represented, or only removed his headquar-
ters farther into the interior. There seems little doubt
that he has fallen back to Todos Santos; but whether
to remain there, or is merely passing through to Mu-
legé, by the coast road, is not yet determined.

Be this as it may, you will relax no measure of
vigilance on your march — camping properly, placing
sentries, guarding the cavallada, using every care against
surprise.  On reaching every hacienda or rancho,
where you may stop, immediate search must be made
for mescal, and precaution taken that it be not sold
to your men. Be vigilant and vigorous about strag-
glers. Examine well the rancho Viego, where some

3
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Mexican officers are said to have slept since their
troops broke up and left this valley, after our expedi-
tion to Sant Anita.

The rancho of the Palma montafios examine care-
fully ; these people are relatives of Angelo, one of ‘the
enemy’s chiefs. It is said that the horses and cattle
of this rancho have been spared by the enemy, while
those of our allies and friends have been much plun-
dered. You will take horses from the rancho of the
Palma in preference, giving receipts, however. Do not
slaughter more cattle than necessary for your consump-
tion; and you will conform to the practice which has
always prevailed in our naval expeditions on these
coasts, to treat the people kindly, paying for what you
get. Where you have to incommode, or use arbitrary
measures, discriminate all you can in favor of those
who have been friendly to our cause.

If you meet the Padre Gabriel, treat him respect-
fully, and bring him in. It is probable that Lieutenant-
Colonel Burton is in the field, and you may meet
or hear from him; if a delay of a few days would
assist him in any combined movement, and he should
desire your co-operation, and your own judgment ap-
prove, you can remain; otherwise, I shall expect you
back in three days. My present information will not
justify my sending you further than Santiago. I rely
upon your judgment and discretion not to expose your
command to any hazards that would not be justified
by some commensurate result. Horses and saddles are,
or will be, collected by to-morrow, sufficient to mount
forty of our people, with ten or twelve of the best
California volunteers, valuable aids to a mounted party.

The officers who go with you are Acting-Lieu-
tenant MacRae, Doctor Maxwell, Acting-Master Fairfax,
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Passed-Midshipmen Stevens and Warley, Midshipman
Vanderhorst, and Mr. Ripley, volunteer.

Require them to be vigilant; careful of the men;
remind them that no reports of the broken condition
of the enemy will justify any neglect of discipline or
watchfulness, or you may all pay dearly for it. Keep
the men from straggling.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Commander, United States Navy.

. United States Ship Cyane,
Off San José, Lower California, April 6th, 1848.

Commodore W. BRANFORD SHUBRICK, Commander-in-Chief
of the United States Naval Force in the
Pacific, Mazatlan :

Sir: — Lieutenant Selden returned yesterday from
an expedition to the rich and populous district of San-
tiago, some fifteen or sixteen leagues up the valley of
San José, where he had been with a party of mounted
men. :

The effect of the expedition was most salutary and
cheering to the people, who have proved themselves
all that we had heard —very friendly to our cause;
the Alcaldé of Miraflores returning with the party.
Twenty-three prisoners. were taken, some with their
arms, others without; among them, the most important
of the leaders, whose capture will have a material
effect in preventing future outbreaks, Don Mauricio
Castro, Gefé Politico, and commander-in-chief since the
resignation of the latter office by Pifieda. He is now
on board this ship. The other prisoners, with those
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previously taken, numbering over thirty in all, are at
the Cuartel.

The enemy, having been driven from this valley
by our expedition of the 23d and 24th ult, fell back
upon Todos Santos, some twenty leagues beyond San-
tiago, where, Colonel Burton coming upon him, he was
again totally dispersed, the particulars of which we have
not, but learn a few shots were exchanged.

It was after this that Castro, in retreating to the
coast, was picked up by our party. The enemy is
entirely broken up, a result which it gives me pleas-
ure to inform you of.

I am in hopes Colonel Burton will pass this
way, that arrangements may be made for his receiv-
ing from us the post of San José, that the officers,
marines, and sailors, who so long defended it against
all odds, may once more rejoin their ships, agreeably
to your wish.

Some judicious action will be required to prevent
great future evil to that portion (large) of the people
of this territory, who have. been friendly to us, and
who have suffered much in consequence. When the
forces return to their garrisons, the enemy, in small
guerilla parties, will again fall upon and plunder the
rancheros, who are without a single arm. If some
arms could be given them they would willingly un-
dertake to keep down these parties. But the best
course would be to mount a small force, for which
we could enlist any number of most efficient Califor-
nia volunteers, who, by moving through the country,
would keep all quiet.

Should Lower California not be included in the
treaty of peace, I fear lamentable consequences will en-
sue, out of this war, to its best people, for their
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friendly disposition to us. Wholly indifferent to Mexico
proper, and its central government, as the latter has
been to them, they have every reason to wish to be-
come a portion of the United States; and it will be
a sad disappointment to them if they do not. Be this
as it may, it is to be hoped that those persons who
have suffered so much in property, because they stood
by the American cause, will be liberally dealt with by
the Government.

P. S.—April 7th.—Lieutenant Halleck arrived, last
evening, with a party of thirty mounted men, by the
lower route from Todos Santos. At the encounter
with the enemy, near the last mentioned place, the
Yaques made a short stand, long enough to have nine
or ten of their number killed. Colonel Burton has re-
turned to La Paz. The Southampton will bring down
Captain Naglee’s company. Allowing for the usual de-
lays, I hope to join you with the Southampton by
the 1st of May; Colonel Burton requiring only a small
despatch vessel, which I will fit out for him (the
Rosita), and have directed her to be sent down at
once from La Paz. I will give her in charge to Passed-
Midshipman Warley, or Stevens. 8th.—Lieutenant Hal-
leck left for La Paz this morning; I have sent a
party, mostly Californians, to escort him as far as San-
tiago, under Lieutenant MacRae and Doctor Maxwell
and Midshipman Allmand, to pick up more stragglers.
April gth—1I perceive some vessel passing on her way
to Mazatlan, and will attempt to cut her off and send
this communication by her.

I have the honor to be, Sir, with great respect,

your obedient servant,
S. F. Du Ponr,

Commander, United States Navy.
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Near Wilmington, Del., November 2d, 1848.

Hon. S. Y. MasoN, Secretary of the Navy,
Washington :

SiIr:—I have the honor to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of your communication of the 30th of October,
enclosing the report of Commodore Sloat, on the con-
dition of the Cyane, on her arrival at Norfolk, under
my command.

To an officer whose goal of ambition is to do his
duty, to stand well with his profession, and justify the
confidence of the Executive who may employ him, it
must be a source of high gratification to find his con-
duct approved.

The approbation of the Department is gratefully
acknowledged, and will be highly appreciated by the
officers and crew late of the Cyane.

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect,

your obedient servant,
S. F. Du Ponr.



OFFICIAL DISPATCHES

— OF —

ADMIRAL S. F. DU PONT.

WAR OF THE REBELLION.

‘Washington, Sept. 18, 1861.

To Honorable GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy:

Sir :—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt
of the Department’s order of this date, appointing me
to command the Southern Atlantic Blockading Squad-
ron. This mark of confidence, with its grave respon-
sibilities, was not looked for by me, but with God’s
support and direction, I trust I shall not disappoint
the Department.

The order of to-day was doubtless intended to
give vigor to the execution of the Department’s pre-
vious instructions to me; and I avail myself of this
occasion' to offer a suggestion in reference to the ex-
peditions ordered by the Department, which may aid
in giving them such efficiency as circumstances will
permit.

On the Southern Atlantic coast, the Department
is aware that these expeditions cannot have the cover-
ing support of our great steam frigates, as at Hat-
teras; and while the ships purchased and converted

39
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into ships-of-war by the remarkable energy of the De-
partment are of the utmost value, not only for block-
ading, but attacking, it would be very desirable that
these should not be the firstz to come under fire of
the forts; not so much because their guns are lighter,
but owing to their very light scantling, —a point
which the practical knowledge of the Assistant Secre-
tary will fully appreciate.

If the Department, therefore, can spare me for a
short time the Pawnee, Iroquois, Seminole, and Mo-
hican, carrying as they do eleven-inch guns, with the
three or four gunboats which I earnestly trust will
be finished in time, we shall have a force calculated
to stand the brunt of the first attack from the forts,

So soon as the expeditions are through, these valu-
able vessels can be apportioned to the different squad-
rons, as the Department may deem best; remarking
only, that the general composition of the Southern
Atlantic Squadron should be of vessels of light draft.

On the receipt of my first orders, the Department
kindly promised that a special battalion of three hun-
dred marines should be attached to my command; and
the Colonel Commandant of the corps received orders
accordingly. Will the Department please renew its
order, in view of the very short time left us now to
be ready. ;

With great respect, I am, sir, faithfully, your obe-
dient servant,

S. F. Du Ponr,

Captain Commanding Southern Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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BLOCKADING INSTRUCTIONS.
General Order No. I.

Commanding officers of blockading vessels under
my command are to be governed by the following
rules:

ist. — Duly notify neutrals of the declaration of
blockade, and give to it all the publicity in your
power.

2d.— The blockade must be strict and absolute;
and only public armed vessels of foreign powers are
to be permitted to enter the ports which are placed in
a state of blockade.

3d.— Protect our commerce from the depredations
of privateers; and as a matter of course, capture
them and all other vessels of the enemy, whenever
you can do so without being seduced away from your
station.

4th. — A lawful maritime blockade requires the
presence of an adequate force stationed at the entrance
of the port, sufficiently near to prevent communication.
The only exception to this rule arises out of the oc-
casional temporary absence of the blockading vessels,
produced by accident, as in the case of a storm, which
does not suspend the legal operation of a blockade;
and to take advantage of such an accidental absence
is a fraudulent attempt to break the blockade, and will
justify the application of penalties.

sth. — A neutral or foreign vessel, proceeding to-
ward the entrance of a blockaded port, is not to be
captured or detained, if she shall not have previously
received, from one of the blockading squadron, a spe-
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cial notification of the existence of the blockade. This
notification must be inserted, in writing, on the regis-
ter and muster-roll of the neutral vessel, by the cruiser
which meets her; and it should contain the announce-
ment, together with statements of the day and the
latitude and longitude in which it was made.

6th. — Until the ports are closed by proclamation
(that is, declared to be no longer ports of entry), the
warning just mentioned is to be continued to all ves-
sels, instead of capturing at once, as will be the case
when they come to be so closed.

7th.— Vessels leaving guarded insurgent ports with-
out legal clearances, are to be seized and sent in for
adjudication. If it be claimed that there is not an ef-
fective blockade, and therefore that they are entitled
to depart, still they must not disregard our municipal
laws, and the requirements of the National Govern-
ment. If they do they incur the penalties, and are
subject to the forfeitures, which the laws impose.

8th. — Vessels with contraband goods on board,
approaching any of the blockaded ports, or vessels
that may have cleared for any of those ports, or be
found, with a due warning on their papers, hovering
about any of them, are all to be seized and sent in
for adjudication.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. Du Ponr,
October 24th, 1861. Flag Officer, etc.
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Steam Frigate Wabash, New York, Oct. 16th, 1861.

“To Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy:

Sir:(—I have the honor to inform the Department
what I have already done briefly by telegraph, that I
despatched last night, in a very short time after receiv-
ing your message, the steamer James Adger, Com-
mander Marchand, and the steamer Curlew, Acting-
Lieutenant Commanding Watmough, in pursuit of the
steamer Nashville, said to have run the blockade of
Charleston with Messrs. Mason and Slidell on board.

The Adger will run across to the Channel; and
if, as I think, the Nashville will run a long time be-
fore venturing to make her northing, the difference of
time may be overcome.

The Curlew has attempted an intersection at a
point indicated by the shortness of her fuel, for she
carries but eight days’ supply, and I have ordered her
back to Hampton Roads; also the Adger.

Both vessels have orders to look out for the
steamers expected from Europe to the rebel States;
and this induced me in part to send the Curlew, for
her chance is small, I fear, of crossing the Nashville.

The Department will readily believe I feel strong
regrets at losing two good ships, so well commanded as
these, from my squadron; but whether successful in
the chase or not, I deemed it important to show, if
the blockade could be run, that prompt measures could
be directed in reference thereto, which I was sure the
Department greatly desired.

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag Officer, etc.
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Flag Ship Wabash,
Hampton Roads, Oct. 26th, 1861.

To Commander FraNCIS S. HAGGERTY, United States Navy,
United States Ship Vandalia, Hampton Roads:

Sir :(—The duty is hereby assigned to you of con-
voying to the place of rendezvous the coal and pow-
der ships belonging to the squadron, and to the trans-
ports composing this expedition. The armed barque
The Gem of the Sea, of the volunteer navy, will as-
sist in this duty; and Captain Baxter is ordered to
report to you, accordingly, and wait your specific in-
structions.

The following is a list of the vessels placed under
your convoy :

Brig Belle of the Bay,
Barque Jane A. Bishop,
Schooner Western Star,
Brig E. P. Stuart, squadron.
Ship Courier,

belonging to the

COAL SHIPS FOR TRANSPORT.

Aid, schooner, Saratoga,

Charles McNeal, Rachel S. Miller,
N. E. Clark, Lewis Chester,
Susan T. Abbott, Sarah Cullen,

E. F. Allen, J. Frambes,

J. M. Vance, J. S. Hewitt,

W. G. Audenried, Snowflake,

Sarah J. Bright, James Satterthwaite,
Elizabeth English, Willard Saulsbury,
Effort, D. Molany.

You will proceed to sea with the first fair wind,
and make the best of your way to the port designated
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in the enclosed confidential communication, which you
will not open until after passing Cape Henry.

It affords me pleasure to say that, in consequehce
of our necessarily slow movements, you will, provided
you use despatch, arrive in time to take part in the
operations of the fleet.

You will please instruct the freight vessels in
your convoy to make for Savannah, Georgia, if sepa-
rated from your pendant.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag Officer, etc.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Hampton Roads, Oct., 29th, 1861.

To A. D. BacHE, LL.D,,
Superintendent of United States Coast Survey,
Washington :

Sir :—It affords me pleasure to inform you that
Mr. Boutelle reached this place yesterday morning, in
good time.

Mr. Boutelle handed me his instructions, and I
have to thank you for the regard paid in them to
my own wishes, and to the duties of that branch of
the public service placed under my charge.

I feel assured that Mr. Boutelle will fulfill your
expectations and my own, in the usefulness of the
Vixen and Arago; and I need not add that I shall
give him every opportunity and aid necessary to en-
able him to carry on the proper work of the Coast
Survey.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag Officer, etc.
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CIRCULAR.
United States Ship Wabash, October 23d, 1861.

Sir:— The following-named vessels of this fleet,
under my command, will, on signals being made, get
under way, and leave Hampton Roads in third order
of steaming, or the double line ahead, viz.:

o Wabash,
Ottawa, o) o) Unadilla,
Pawnee, o 0 Seneca,
Isaac M. Smith, o o Pembina,
Curlew, o o R. B. Forbes,
Penguin, (o} o} Pocahontas.

These vessels, when outside, will form the line
abreast, according to the diagram, except the two last,
which are the flanking vessels of the column of trans-
ports on the east, as shown in the diagram. They will
therefore take their positions, as prescribed in the dia-
gram, in rear of the left of the line, and await the
transports.

After the above-named vessels will follow the
transports in succession; thus: first the Vanderbilt, and
those composing the third column of transports, of
which the Vanderbilt is the leading ship; then the
Baltic, and those composing the first or centre column
of transports, of which the Baltic is the leading ship;
and lastly the Atlantic, and those composing the second
or right column of transports, of which the Atlantic
is the leading ship.

The transports will form, when in the offing, in
three columns in the line ahead, under their respective
leaders, as shown in the diagram.

After the transports will follow the Florida and.
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Augusta, which are to flank the transports on the
west; and, lastly, the Mohican and Seminole, which
are to cover the rear of the fleet; as shown in the
diagram.

The following general directions are to be observed :

1st.— Each vessel is to keep her own place in
line, abreast or ahead, as the case may be, and not
leave except by signal.

2d. — The transports will follow strictly, with or
without signals, the leading vessel of their respective
columns.

3d.— The flag ship will communicate with the
transports, through the leaders of the columns only,
and by means of Rogers’ marine signals.

Very respectfully,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag Officer, etc.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Roads, Nov. sth, 1861.

To C. O. BOUTELLE,
Assistant United States Coast Survey:

Sir:—1 have to thank you for your efficient as-
sistance and co-operation in bringing the heavy ships
of the squadron under my command, and the trans-
ports, into Port Royal roadstead; and I shall take
pains to inform the Superintendent of the Coast Sur-
vey that your services have met my cordial commen-
dation.

I have now to request that you will be pleased
to make a hydrographic reconnoissance of the channel
between the North Breaker and Fishing Kip; placing
such buoys on the latter as will make it safe to pass
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the southeast or northwest point. of the shoal, or to
cross it with the gunboats at low water.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

S. F. Du Poxr,
Flag Officer, etc.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Off Hilton Head, Port Royal Harbor, Nov. 6th, 1861.

To Hon. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy,
Washington :

SiR:— The Government having determined to seize
and occupy one or more important points upon
our southern coast, where our squadron might find
shelter, possess a depot, and afford protection to loyal
citizens, committed to my direction the selection from
among the places which it thought most available and
desirable for these purposes.

After mature deliberation, aided by the professional
knowledge and great intelligence of the Assistant Sec-
retary, Mr. Fox, and upon taking into consideration the
magnitude to which the joint naval and military ex-
pedition had been extended, to which you have called
my attention, I came to the conclusion that the orig-
inal intention of the Department, if first carried out,
would fall short of the expectations of the country,
and of the capabilities of the expedition, while Port
Royal, I thought, would meet both in a high degree.

I therefore submitted to Brigadier-General Sher-
man, commanding the military part of the expedition,
this modification of our earliest-matured plans, and
had the satisfaction to receive his full concurrence;
though he and the commanders of brigades very justly
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laid great stress on the necessity, if possible, of getting
this frigate into the harbor of Port Royal.

On Tuesday, the 29th of October, the fleet under
my command left Hampton Roads, and with the army
transports numbered fifty vessels. On the day previous
I had despatched the coal vessels, twenty-five in all,
under convoy of the Vandalia, Commander Haggerty,
to rendezvous off Savannah — not wishing to give the
true point.

The weather had been unsettled in Hampton Roads,
though it promised well when we sailed, but off Hat-
teras it blew hard; some ships got into the breakers,
and two struck, but without injury.

On Friday, the 1st of November, rough weather
soon increased into a gale, and we had to encounter
one of great violence from the southeast, a portion
of which approached to a hurricane. The fleet was
utterly dispersed, and on Saturday morning one sail
only was in sight from the deck of the Wabash.

On the following day the weather moderated, and
the steamers and ships began to re-appear. Orders (not
to be opened except in case of a separation) were fur-
nished to all the men-of-war by myself, and to the
transports by Brigadier-General Sherman. As the vessels
rejoined, reports came in of disasters. I expected to
hear of many; but when the severity of the gale and
the character of the .vessels are considered, we have
only cause for great thankfulness.

In reference.to the men-of-war, the Isaac Smith, a
most efficient and well-armed vessel for the class pur-
chased, but not intended to encounter such sea and
wind, had to throw her formidable battery overboard
to keep from foundering; but, thus relieved, Lieutenant

4
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Commanding Nicholson was enabled to go to the assist-
ance of the chartered steamer Governor, then in a
very dangerous condition, on board of which was our
fine battalion of marines, under Major Reynolds. They
were finally rescued by Captain Ringgold in the
Sabine, under difficult circumstances; soon after which
the Governor went down. I believe seven of the
marines were drowned by their own imprudence. Lieu-
tenant Commanding Nicholson’s conduct in the Isaac
Smith has met with my warm commendation.

The Peerless transport, in a sinking condition, was
met by the Mohican, Commander Godon. All the
people on board, twenty-six in number, were saved
under very perilous circumstances, in which service
Lieutenant H. W. Miller was very favorably noticed
by his commander.

On passing Charleston I sent in the Seneca, Lieu-
tenant Commanding Ammen, to direct Captain Lardner
to join me with the steamer Susquehannah off Port
Royal without delay. On Monday, at eight o'clock in
the morning, I anchored off the bar, with some twenty-
five vessels in company, with many more heaving in
sight.

The Department is aware that all the aids to
navigation had been removed, and the bar lies ten
miles seaward, with no features on the shore line of
sufficient prominence to make any bearings reliable.
But to the skill of Commander Davis, the Fleet Captain,
and Mr. Boutelle, the able assistant of the Coast Survey
in charge of the steamer Vixen, the channel was im-
mediately found, sounded out, and buoyed. By three
o’clock I received assurances from Captain Davis that
I could send forward the lighter transports—those
under eighteen feet— with all the gunboats, which was
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immediately done; and before dark they were securely
anchored in the roadstead of Port Royal, South Caro-
lina, The gunboats almost immediately opened their
batteries upon two or three rebel steamers, under
Commodore Tatnall, instantly chasing him under the
shelter of the batteries.

In the morning, Commander John Rodgers, of the
United States steamer Flag, temporarily on board this
ship and acting on my staff, accompanied by Brigadier
General Wright, in the gunboat Ottawa (Lieutenant
Commanding Stevens), and supported by the Seneca
(Lieutenant Commanding Ammen), the Curlew (Acting
Lieutenant Commanding Watmough), and the Isaac
Smith (Lieutenant Commanding Nicholson), made a re-
connoissance in force, and drew the fire of the batteries
on Hilton Head and Bay Point, sufficiently to show
that the fortifications were works of strength and
scientifically constructed. In the evening of Monday,
Captain Davis and Mr. Boutelle reported water enough
for the Wabash to venture in.

The responsibility of hazarding so noble a frigate
was not a light one. Over a prolonged bar of over
two miles there was but a foot or two of water to
spare; and the fall and rise of tide is such, that if
she had grounded she would have sustained most
serious injury from straining, if not totally lost. Too
much however was at stake to hesitate, and the result
was entirely successful.

On the morning of Tuesday the Wabash crossed
the bar, followed closely by the frigate Susquehannah,
the Atlantic, Vanderbilt, and other transports of deep
draft; and on running through that portion of the
fleet already in, the safe passage of this great ship
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over the bar was hailed by gratifying cheers from the
crowded vessels.

We anchored, and immediately commenced prepar-
ing the ship for action; but the delay of planting
buoys, particularly on the Fishing Rip, a dangerous
shoal we had to avoid, rendered the hour late before
it was possible to move with the attacking squadron.
In our anxiety to get the outline of the forts before
dark we stood in too near this shoal, and the ship
grounded. By the time she was gotten off, it was too
late in my judgment to proceed, and I made signal
for the squadron to anchor out of gun-shot from the
enemy.

To-day the wind blows a gale from the southward
and westward, and the attack is unavoidably post-
poned.

I have the honor to be, etc.,

S. F. Du PonT,
Flag Officer, etc.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Off Hilton Head, Port Royal Harbor, Nov. 8th, 1861.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy:

Sik:—1 have the honor to inform you that
yesterday I attacked the enemy’s batteries on Bay
Point and Hilton Head, Forts Beauregard and Walker,
and succeeded in silencing them, after an engagement
of four hours duration, and in driving away the squad-
ron of rebel steamers under Commodore Tatnall.

The reconnoissances of yesterday made us acquainted
with the superiority of Fort Walker, and to that I
directed my special efforts; engaging it at a distance
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of first eight and afterwards six hundred yards.
But the plan of attack brought the squadron suffi-
ciently near Fort Beauregard to receive its fire, and
the ships were frequently fighting the batteries on both
sides at the same time.

The action was begun, on my part, at twenty-six
minutes after nine, and at half past two the American
ensign was hoisted on the flag-staff of Fort Walker,
and this morning at sunrise, on that of Fort Beaure-
gard.

The defeat of the enemy terminated in utter rout
and confusion; their quarters and encampments were
abandoned without an attempt to carry away either
public or private property. The ground over which
they fled was strewn with the arms of private soldiers,
and the officers retired in too much haste to submit
to the encumbrance of their swords.

Landing my marines and a company of seamen,
I took possession of the deserted ground, and held the
fort on Hilton Head till the arrival of General Sher-
man, to whom I had the honor to transfer its occu-
pation.

We have captured forty-three pieces of cannon,
most of them of the heaviest calibre and the most im-
proved description.

The bearer of these dispatches will have the honor
to carry with him the captured flags and two small
brass field-pieces lately belonging to the State of South
Carolina, which are sent home as suitable trophies of the
success of the day. I enclose herewith a copy of the
General Order which is to be read in the fleet to-
morrow morning at muster.

A detailed account of this battle will be submitted
hereafter.
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I have the honor to be very respectfully your

most obedient servant,
S. F. Du Ponr,
. Flag Officer.

The bearer of dispatches will also carry with him
the first American ensign raised upon the soil of
South Carolina since this rebellion broke out.

General Order No. 2.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Hilton Head, Port Royal Bay, Nov. 8th, 1861.

It is the grateful duty of the Commander-in-Chief
to make a public acknowledgment of his entire com-
mendations of the coolness, discipline, skill, and gallan-
try displayed by the officers and men under his com-
mand, in the capture of the batteries on Hilton Head
and Bay Point, after an action of four hours’ duration.

The Flag Officer fully sympathizes with the officers
and men of his squadron in the satisfaction they must
feel at seeing the ensign of the Union flying once
more in the State of South Carolina, which has been
the chief promoter of the wicked and unprovoked
rebellion they have been called upon to suppress,

S. F. Du Poxr,
Flag Officer, etc.
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Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., Nov. 8th, 1862.

To Commander E. G. PARROTT, United States Ship Augusta,
Port Royal Harbor, South Carolina.

Sir:—On receipt of this order you will please
proceed off Savannah, Georgia, to assume the blockade
of that port; and you will report yourself to the
senior officer there.

The accompanying documents are for your con-
sideration.

Respectfully your obedient servant,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag Officer, etc.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, Nov. gth, 1861.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy,
‘Washington :

Sir:— Since writing my official dispatch I have
sent gunboats to take possession of Beaufort to protect
the inhabitants, but I regret to say they have fled, and
the town is abandoned to the negroes, represented to
me as in a lawless condition.

The light-vessels, which I hoped to save, were
destroyed on the desertion of the forts by the rebels.

The post-office was visited, and a number of docu-
ments and letters obtained.

I have covered Skull creek and the mouth of Broad
river, and have cut off this communication between
Charleston and Savannah.

Respectfully your obedient servant,

S. F. Du PonrT,
Flag Officer, etc.
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United States Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, 'Iﬂov. 11th, 1861.

HoN. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy,
Washington :

Sir:—1 have the honor now to submit the following
detailed account of the action of the 7th of November.

From the reconnoissance of the sth, we were led
to believe that the forts on Bay Point and Hilton
Head were armed with more than twenty guns each, of
the heaviest calibre and longest range, and were well
constructed and well manned ; but that the one on Hilton
Head was the strongest. The distance between them
is two and two-tenths nautical miles,—too great to
admit of their being advantageously engaged at the
same time, except at long shot. I resolved, there-
fore, to undertake the reduction of Hilton Head (or
as I shall hereafter call it, Fort Walker), first; and
afterwards to turn my attention to Fort Beauregard,
the fort on Bay Point. The greater part of the guns
of Fort Walker were presented upon two water fronts;
and the flanks were but slightly guarded, especially
on the north, on which side the approach of an enemy
had not been looked for.

A fleet of the enemy, consisting of seven steamers,
armed, but to what extent I was not informed further
than that they carried rifled guns, occupied the northern
portion of the harbor, and stretched along from the
mouth of Beaufort river to Skull creek.

It was high water on the 7th instant at 11.35
a.m., by the tables of the Coast Survey.

These circumstances, the superiority of Fort Walker,
and its weakness on the northern flank, the presence
of the rebel fleet, and the flood tide of the morning
decided the plan of attack, and the order of battle.
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The order of battle comprised a main squadron
ranged in a line ahead, and a flanking squadron, which
was to be thrown off on the northern section of the
harbor to engage the enemy’s flotilla, and prevent their
raking the rear ships of the line when it turned to
the southward, or cutting off a disabled vessel.

The main squadron consisted of the frigate Wabash,
Commander C. R. P. Rodgers, the leading ship; the
frigate Susquehannah, Captain J. L. Lardner; the sloop
Mohican, Commander S. W. Godon; the sloop Semi-
nole, Commander J. P. Gillis; the sloop Pawnee, Lieu-
tenant Commanding R. H. Wyman; the gunboat Una-
dilla, Lieutenant Commanding N. Collins; the gunboat
Ottawa, Lieutenant Commanding T. H. Stevens; the gun-
boat Pembina, Lieutenant Commanding J. P. Bankhead;
and the sailing sloop Vandalia, Commander F.S. Hag-
gerty, towed by the Isaac Smith, Lieutenant Command-
ing J. W. A. Nicholson. The flanking squadron con-
sisted of the gunboat Bienville, Commander Charles
Steedman, the leading ship; the gunboat Seneca, Lieu-
tenant Commanding Daniel Ammen ; the gunboat Curlew,
Lieutenant Commanding P. G. Watmough; the gunboat
Penguin, Lieutenant Commanding T. A. Budd; and the
gunboat Augusta, Commander E. G. Parrott, the closing
ship of that line. The plan of attack was to pass up
midway between Forts Walker and Beauregard, receiv-
ing and returning the fire of both, to a certain dist-
ance about two and a half miles north of the latter.
At that point the line was to turn to the south round
by the west and close in with Fort Walker, encoun-
tering it on its weakest flank, and at the same time
enfilading in nearly a direct line its two water-faces.
While standing to the southward the vessels of the
line were head to tide, which kept them under com-
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mand whilst the rate of going was diminished. When
abreast of the fort the engine was to be slowed, and
the movement reduced to only as much as would be
just sufficient to overcome the tide, to preserve the
order of battle by passing the batteries in slow suc-
cession, and to avoid becoming a fixed mark for the
enemy’s fire. On reaching the extremity of Hilton
Head and the shoal ground making off from it, the
line was to turn to the north by the east, and pass-
ing to the northward, to engage Fort Walker with the
port battery, nearer than when first on the same course.
These evolutions were to be repeated.

The accompanying plan will explain the preceding
description.

The Captains of the ships had been called on
board and instructed as to the general formation of
the lines, and their own respective places.

At eight o’clock the signal was made to get under
way. At 8.10, the ship, riding to the flood, tripped
her anchor; and at 8.30, the ship turned and was
headed in for the forts. At o, the signal was made
for “close order.” At .26, the action was commenced
by a gun from Fort Walker, immediately followed by
another from Fort Beauregard. This was answered at
once from this ship, and immediately after from the
Susquehannah. At 10 o'clock, the leading ship of the
line turned to the southward, and made signal to the
Vandalia (which ship, in tow of the Isaac Smith, was
dropping astern, and was exposed without support to
the fire of Fort Beauregard), to join company. At
10.15, the signal was made for closer action, the Wabash
slowly passing Fort Walker at a distance, when abreast,
of eight hundred yards. At 11, the signal was made
to get into and preserve stations; and at 11.15, to



ADMIRAL S. F. DUPONT. 59

follow the motions of the Commander-in-Chief. At
11.30, the enemy’s flag was shot away. Standing to
the northward, nearly in the line shown in the diagram,
the ship’s head was again turned to the southward,
and she passed .the guns of Fort Walker at a distance
less than six hundred yards. (The sights were ad-
justed to five hundred and fifty yards). The second
fire with the starboard guns of the Wabash, and of
Captain Lardner in the Susquehannah, my second in
command, who always kept so near as to give me
the entire support of his formidable battery, seems, at
this short distance, to have discomfited the enemy.
Its effect was increased by the shells thrown from the
smaller vessels at the enfilading point. It was evident
that the enemy’s fire was becoming much less frequent,
and finally it was kept up at such long intervals, and
with so few guns, as to be of little consequence.
After the Wabash and Susquehannah had passed to
the northward, and given the fort the fire of their port
battery the third time, the enemy had entirely ceased to
reply, and the battle was ended. At 1.15, the Ottawa
signaled that the works at Hilton Head were aban-
doned. This information was, a few minutes later, re-
peated by the Pembina. As soon as the starboard
guns of this ship, and the Susquehannah, had been
brought to bear a third time upon Fort Walker, I
sent Commander John Rodgers on shore with a flag
of truce; thé hasty flight of the enemy was visible,
and was reported from the tops. At twenty minutes
after two, Captain Rodgers hoisted the flag of the
Union over the deserted post. At forty-five minutes
after two, I anchored, and sent Lieutenant Commander
C. R. P. Rodgers on shore, with the marines and a
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party of seamen to take possession, and prevent, if
necessary, the destruction of public property.

The transports now got under way and came up
rapidly, and by night-fall Brigadier General Wright’s
brigade had landed and entered upon the occupation
of the ground.

I have said, in the beginning of this report, that
the plan of . attack designed making the reduction
of Fort Walker the business of the day. In passing
to the northward, however, we had improved every op-
portunity of firing at long range upon Fort Beauregard.
As soon as the fate of Fort Walker was decided, I
dispatched a small squadron to Fort Beauregard, to
reconnoitre and ascertain its condition, and to prevent
the rebel steamers returning to carry away either per-
sons or property.

Near sunset it was discovered that the flag upon
this fort was hauled down, and that the fort was ap-
parently abandoned.

At sunrise, the next day, the American ensign was
hoisted on the flag-staff of Fort Beauregard, by Lieu-
tenant Commanding Ammen.

The Pocahontas, Commander Percival Drayton, had
suffered from the gale on Friday night so badly as
not to be able to enter Port Royal until the morning
of the 7th. He reached the scene of action about
twelve o’clock, and rendered gallant service by engaging
the batteries on both sides in succession. Lieutenant
Commanding H. S. Newcombe, of the R. B. Forbes,
which vessel had been employed in towing in the Great
Republic, arrived in time to take good part in the
action; and, finally, the tug Mercury, Acting Master
Martin commanding, employed his single Parrott gun
with skill and effect.
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After congratulating you upon the success, thus
far, of an expedition which had its origin in the
counsels of the Department, and which the Department
has fostered and labored to render efficient, the grati-
fying duty remains to be performed of according to
each and all their due share of praise for good con-
duct in this encounter with the enemy. This duty,
though most welcome, is still delicate.

I am well aware that each one did his part in
his place; and when I discriminate, it is in cases that
necessarily fell under my own immediate observation.

I have no doubt that all would have embraced
and improved the same opportunities of distinction;
and in noticing those who were made prominent by
their stations, or who were near me during the ,action,
I am showing no invidious preference.

The General Order No. 2, already forwarded to
the Department, expressed in general terms my com-
mendation of the gallantry and skill of the officers
and men.

The reports of the commanding officers of the
several ships, herewith enclosed, do justice to those
under them, while the results speak for the command-
ing officers themselves. The names of the latter are
mentioned in the beginning of this dispatch. I refer
with pleasure to them again. They did their duty to
my satisfaction, and I am most happy to bear testi-
mony to their zeal and ability.

The officers of this ship, to whom I am deeply
indebted, will be mentioned by her Commander, C. R.
P. Rodgers, in his special report.

It affords me the highest gratification to speak of
the manner in which this ship was handled during
the engagement,—owing in a great measure to the
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professional skill, the calm and rapid judgment, and
the excellent management of Commander C. R. P.
Rodgets. His attention was divided between this duty
and the effective service of the guns, which involved
the estimation of distances, the regulation of fuses, and
the general supervision of the divisions. His conduct
and judicious control of everything within the sphere
of his duty, though no more than was to be expected
from his established reputation, impressed me with a
higher estimation than ever of his attainments and
character.

I had also an opportunity to remark the admira-
ble coolness and discrimination of the First Lieuten-
ant, T. G. Corbin. The good order, discipline, and effi-
ciency in every respect of this ship, are to a great
extent the results of his labors as executive officer,
and they were conspicuous on this occasion.

Acting Master Stites, acting as pilot, was devoted
and intelligent in the performance of his duties; and
the Third Assistant Engineer Missimer, who attended
the bell, was prompt and always correct.

Acting Master S. W. Preston, acting as my flag
lieutenant, displayed throughout the day an undisturbed
intelligence and a quick and general observation which
proved very useful; his duties as signal officer were
performed without mistake. This gentleman, and the
young officers, Mr. Samson, Mr. Robertson, and Mr,
Rowland, who were also under my eye in immediate
command of the pivot guns and spar deck divisions,
sustained the reputation and exhibited the benefits of
the Naval Academy, the training of which only could
make such valuable officers of such young men.

Commander John Rodgers, a passenger in this
ship, going to take command of the steamer Flag,



ADMIRAL S. F. DU PONT. 63

volunteered to act upon my staff. It would be diffi-
cult for- me to enumerate the duties he performed,
they were so numerous and various; and he brought
to them all an invincible energy, and the highest order
of professional knowledge and merit. I was glad to
show my appreciation of his great services, by allow-
ing him the honor to hoist the first American ﬂag
on the rebellious soil of South Carolina.

My secretary, Mr. Alexander McKinley, was by
my side throughout the engagement, making memoranda
under my direction; he evinced the same cool bravery
which he once before had an opportunity of showing
under fire in a foreign land. It gives me pleasure to
mention him here, as a gentleman of intelligence, of
great worth, and of heartfelt devotion to his country.

I have yet to speak of the chief of my staff, and
fleet captain, Commander Charles H. Davis. In the
organization of our large fleet before sailing, and in
the preparation and systematic arrangement of the
details of our contemplated work,—in short, in all the
duties pertaining to the flag officer,—1I received his most
valuable assistance. He possesses the rare quality of
being a man of science, and a practical officer; keep-
ing the love of science subordinate to the regular
duties of his profession. During the action he watched
over the movements of the fleet, kept the official min-
utes, and evinced that coolness in danger which to my
knowledge for thirty years, has been a conspicuous trait
in his character.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your most
obedient servant,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag Officer, etc.
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Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, Nov. 1oth, 1861.

Lieutenant Commanding NAPOLEON COLLINS,

United States Gunboat Unadilla,

Port Royal Harbor:

Sir: — It has been reported to me by Lieutenant
Commanding Ammen, that, on taking possession of the
town of Beaufort under my order of the 8th inst.,
he found that most of the white inhabitants had aban-
doned the town, and that the negroes were committing
excesses and destroying private property.

You will proceed with the most convenient des-
patch in the gunboat Unadilla, under your command,
to Beaufort, where you will find the gunboat Pembina,
Lieutenant Commanding Bankhead, and the gunboat
Curlew, Lieutenant Commanding Watmough, and assume
the command of the station.

You will employ your force in suppressing any
excessés on the part of the negroes; and you will
take pains to assure the white inhabitants that there is no
intention to disturb them in the exercise of their private
rights, or in the enjoyment of their private” propertys

Acting on this principle of conduct, you will pur-
sue any other measures that may tend to create con-
fidence. to bring back the people to their homes, and
to re-establish order.

You will please send Lieutenant Commanding
Watmough to report to me to-morrow morning, in
person, upon the actual state of things, and upon the
steps you may have found it expedient to take.

Any information you may have it in your power to
collect concerning the state of the surrounding country
will be valuable.

Very respectfully your obedient servant,

S. F. Du PonT,
Flag Officer, etc.
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Flag Ship Wabash,

¢ Port Royal Harbor, Nov. 12th, 1861.

HoNORABLE GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy,
‘Washington :

Sir:—1 beg leave to enclose to the Department
the report of Lieutenant Commanding Ammen and
Lieutenant Commanding Sproston, which I trust will
be found interesting; also the report of Lieutenant
Commanding Collins, and a copy of my instructions
to him in relation to the investment of Beaufort.’

Respectfully your obedient servant,

S. F. Du Poxr,
Flag Officer, etc.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, Nov. 14th, 1861.

To Acting-Lieutenant Commanding T. A. Bupp, U. S. S. Penguin,
Port Royal Harbor, South Carolina :

e SIR: — You will proceed with the Penguin ‘under
your command, and blockade the harbor of George-
town, South Carolina.

Captain Ringgold, of the Sabine, is the senior
officer, and you will report accordingly on his arrival
there, for ‘I presume you will be in advance of him.

Enclosed is a memorandum of vessels suspected
of intending to run the blockade, which you will
deliver to Captain Ringgold, previously taking a copy
of the same for your own use; also copy of a note
from the Acting Secretary of State, F. W. Seward, to
the Secretary of the Navy.

. You will stop off Charleston and communicate
with Captain Lardner, of the Susquehanna, delivering

5-
®
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the papers addressed to him, and informing him of
your destination. ?
Respectfully your obedient servant,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag Officer, etc.

P. S.— Letter just received from Captain Lardner.
Report to him to cover Bull's Bay, or Edisto, as he
may deem best. The Gem of the Sea, in that case,
should go on to Georgetown, until I can get a steamer
there; but all is left to Captain Lardner’s discretion.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal, Nov. 18th, 1861.

Brigadier-General SHERMAN,
Commanding Military Forces:

My Dear GENERAL: — You will regret to learn
that desecration and plundering, by persons in boats
from the transports and coal vessels, have been going
on. Houses have been broken into on Parry Island and
elsewhere, and the furniture destroyed. In that of Dr.
Meens, the amusement seems to have been to fire through
a fine piano with pistols.

You will, I am sure, be pleased to learn that I
have taken measures to arrest this nefarious practice
on the water, so disgraceful to our arms, and so shock-
ing to your sentiments and mine. In future, no boats
from the transports will be permitted to land on the
river shores, except they have a pass from some officer
authorized by you to give one. I should be pleased
to join you in any measure to prevent these practices
that you may deem fitting and proper. This morning

L]
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I visited all the ships of the squadron, and in a few
remarks to the crews enjoined upon them a rigid
abstinence on this matter.

I will not trouble you here with another matter,
but will see you on the subject. The captains of the
transports apply to me to suppress mutinies, etc.; and
to-day a large number of the Great Republic’s men
refused duty, and resisted being confined; but I sent
a lieutenant on board, when, after speaking to them,
twenty-three submitted at once, and were put in irons.

Hoping to get on shore to see you soon, I am,

my dear General, yours most truly,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag Officer, etc.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., Nov. 18th, 1861.

To Commander S. W. GoDoN, United States Ship Mohican,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C.:

SirR:— You will proceed to sea to-morrow, and
cruise between Savannah and Fernandina for the general
purposes of blockade, and for the special object of in-
tercepting the vessels bound from Great Britain to
Savannah or some other Southern port which is men-
tioned in the enclosed list.

My information concerning these vessels is minute
and reliable; their cargoes are very valuable, and con-
sist principally of munitions of war, clothing, and
medicines.

You will not anchor unless you find it expedient,
but keep under way within sight of the land, yet far
enough off to command the view of an extended
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range of coast. You will communicate with the block-
ading vessels on this part of our station, as opportu-
nity may offer, to procure information; and you will
read these orders to any senior or superior officer you
may fall in with.

It being the object of your cruise to intercept
vessels expected from sea, it will be desirable to avoid
attracting notice from shore, and particularly to abstain
from making any demonstration of your force.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag Officer, etc.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., Nov. 1gth, 1861.

To Captain JoHN RODGERSs, United States Navy,
United States Ship Flag, Port Royal Harbor, S. C.:

SirR:— You will proceed to sea, and report to
Commander Missroon, off Savannah, for duty in aid of
the blockade of that port.

I wish you, while there, to confer with Captain
Missroon on the most feasible plan of placing obstruc-
tions on the bar of Tybee Entrance, for which, as you are
aware, the Department has made extensive preparations.

A reconnoissance will probably enable you to form
an appropriate estimate of the force on Tybee Island,
and of the possibility of gaining access to the inner
bar; but in making this reconnoissance, you will please
to bear in mind that nothing need be risked.

If the information acquired by this reconnoissance
should be important, I wish you to return and com-
municate it to me immediately.
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I will not omit this opportunity of again calling
your attention to the vessels bound from England to
a southward port, mentioned in my recent dispatches.
You have a list of them, and will please exercise the
utmost vigilance in regard to them.

Respectfully your obedient servant,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag Officer, etc.

5 Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., Nov. 21st, 1861.

To Captain G. HANcock, R. N,
Commanding H. B. M. Ship Immortalité,
and Senior Naval Officer on this Coast,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C.:

Sir: —1I have had the honor to receive your com-
munication of yesterday, conceived and expressed in a
spirit of frankness and courtesy which commands my
confidence.

I fully understand the necessity that must fre-
quently arise for offering to the foreign residents of
States and cities engaged in active war the protec-
tion of an armed vessel of their own nation. Such ne-
cessity has occurred in my own experience of foreign
service; and I am so far from opposing the offer of
such protection, that I shall be most happy, as you
do me the justice to believe, to concur in it, and to
add my own assistance to your efforts, whenever it
can contribute to the security or convenience of your
countrymen.

Accordingly, it affords me pleasure to say, that
your presence generally in the neighborhood of my ope-
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rations will not be regarded by me as in any manner
unsuitable.

But, on account of the liability of misinterpretation,
the unavoidable constraint which the constant presence
of a foreign ship-of-war in my squadron would exer-
cise, and for other obvious reasons, I should deem it
objectionable to be followed systematically in my pro-
gress from point to point.

I shall offer you the highest proof of my confi-
dence . in your sentiments, and of my just appreciation
of your candor, by making you acquainted, on the eve
of my departure from this place, with the next point
of intended debarkation, in order that you may be
able” to form a judgment of the necessity of your
presence for the purpose of affording protection to Her
Britannic Majesty’s subjects.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your
most obedient servant,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag Officer, etc.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., Nov. 21st, 1861.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy,
‘Washington :

Sir:— 1 have the honor to inform the Depart-
ment that, on the day after the action of November
7th, I despatched the United States Steamer Augusta,
Commander E. G. Parrott, to Savannah, to enforce the
blockade of that port.

On the 11th, I despatched the armed bark Gem
of the Sea, Acting-Volunteer Lieutenant J. B. Baxter,

(]



ADMIRAL S. F. DU PONT. 71

to Charleston, directing him to report to Captain Lard-
ner, of the Susquehanna.

On the 14th, I despatched the United States Ship
Florida, Commander J. R. Goldsborough, to assist in the
blockade of Savannah and the ports to the south-
ward.

On the same day I gave orders to the Penguin,
Acting-Lieutenant T. A. Budd, to proceed to the block-
ade of Georgetown; but before her departure, in con-
sequence of a communication received from Captain
Lardner, relating to Edisto and Bull’s Bay, I modified
his orders, directing him to report himself to Captain
Lardner, for the purpose, if required, of assisting in the
blockade of Edisto and Bull’'s Bay.

On the 18th of November, after the receipt of
the telegram from Halifax, relating to the Fingal, I
despatched the Mohican, Commander S. W. Godon, to
cruise between Savannah and Fernandina, for the gen-
eral purposes of blockade, and particularly for the
special object of intercepting vessels bound from Great
Britain to Savannah, or any other Southern port; and
on the 18th, I despatched the steamer Flag also to
Savannah. The vessels now engaged in blockade in
my department are, the frigate Sabine, the steamer
Susquehanna, the steamer Alabama, the steamer Pen-
guin, the armed bark Gem of the Sea, the sloop
Savannah, steamer Augusta, steamer Florida, steamer
Mohican, steamer Flag, and frigate St. Lawrence.

The sloop-of-war Dale, engaged in the blockade
off the coast of Florida, has come into this port for
water.

The vessels now in this port have been constantly
employed in various expeditions since their repairs,
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and I purpose, to-morrow, to make an armed recon-
noissance of St. Helena Sound.

A memorandum just received from Commander
Parrott, of the Augusta, states that Commander John
Rodgers, in the Flag, is engaged in sounding out and
buoying the channel of Savannah.

I am looking hourly for the Bienville, with our
ammunition.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient
servant,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag Officer, etc.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Saturday evening, Nov. 23d, 1861.

To Brigadier-General SHERMAN, Commanding, etc.:

GENERAL: —1 am thankful for the extract you
have kindly sent me from Colonel Terry’s report, for
it confirms what Commander J. Rodgers, of the Flag,
reported as his opinion.

He has been sounding the Savannah bar, and left
again to-day, with three vessels, to continue his work
up to Tybee. If the forts there have really been
abandoned, which I shall know to-morrow, I will cork
up Savannah like a bottle, by placing a frigate in the
roads - opposite Tybee, and out of range from Pulaski.

I feel some concern about the report of the Fin-
gal getting in. If a week ago from last Sunday, or
Monday, be meant in Colonel Terry's letter, it is barely
possible she may’ have run the blockade; this would
be the 1oth of November. I had a steamer there on
the 8th, and they have been going down ever since;
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there are eight men-of-war now from Savannah to Fer-
nandina, cruising and blockading.

The Fingal had but four pieces of ordnance; we
have a complete invoice of her cargo, valued at
£48,336. She had 24,000 lbs. of powder, 11,340 rifles,
400,000 cartridges, a half million percussion caps, etc.

We have had an expedition into Johnson’s creek
to-day; an intelligent negro informed the officer in
charge of it that the rebels were intrenching at Port
Royal Ferry depot, and had four guns mounted, the
size of the smallest guns in the fort at Bay Point.

I am, General, yours very truly,

S. F. Du Ponr.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., Nov. 25th, 1861.

To Hon. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy,
Washington :

Sir:—1 have the honor to inform the Department
that the flag of the United States is flying over the
territory of the State of Georgia.

As soon as the serious injury to the boilers of
the Flag had been repaired, I dispatched Commander
John Rodgers to Tybee Entrance, the mouth of Savan-
nah river, to report to Commander Missroon, the senior
officer, for a preliminary examination of the bars, and
for the determination of the most suitable place for
sinking the proposed obstructions to the navigation of
the river.

Captain Rodgers was instructed “to push his re-
connoissance so far as to formi an approximate estimate
of the force on Tybee Island, and of the possibility
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of gaining access to the inner bar;” and, further, “if
the information acquired by this reconnoissance should
be important, to return and communicate it to me im-
mediately.”

I was not surprised when he came back and re-
ported that the defences on Tybee Island had probably
been abandoned. Deeming it proper, however, to add
the Seneca, Lieutenant Commanding Ammen, and Poca-
hontas, Lieutenant Commanding Balch, to his force, I
directed him to renew his approaches with caution, and,
if no opposition was met with, to occupy the channel.

I am happy to have it now in my power to in-
form the Department that the Flag, the Augusta, and
the Pocahontas are at anchor in the harbor, abreast of
Tybee beacon and light, and that the Savannah has
been ordered to take the same position.

The abandonment of Tybee Island, on which there
is a strong Martello tower, with a battery at its base,
is due to the terror inspired by the bombardment of
Forts Walker and Beauregard, and is a direct fruit of
the victory of the 7th.

By the fall of Tybee Island the reduction of Fort
Pulaski, which is within easy mortar distance, becomes
only a question of time.

The rebels have themselves placed sufficient ob-
structions in the river at Pulaski, and thus, by the co-
operation of their own fears with our efforts, the harbor
of Savannah is effectually closed.

I have the honor to be, sir, respectfully, your most
obedient servant,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag Officer, etc.
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Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., Nov. 25th, 1861.

To Honorable GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy,
Washington :

Sir : — Whilst waiting for the ammunition expected
in the Bienville, I have not suffered the squadron to
be idle. The men-of-war of small draft, and the tug
Ellen, have ascended Broad and Beaufort rivers, and
penetrated into the adjacent creeks. The country is
everywhere in the same deplorable state.

The slaves are left to take care of themselves,
except that occasional attempts are made by their
former masters to carry them off at night, when, in
case of resistance, extreme violence is used. A great
deal of cotton of this year’s growth, most of which
is not ginned, is lying about in barns or in the open
air. I have already taken the first steps towards col-
lecting it, for I learn from the most intelligent of
the slaves that orders are given to burn it, and several
barns have been destroyed on Port Royal Island, on
the approach of our vessels.

I have had the honor to report in a separate
communication the occupation of Tybee Island.

This morning at four o'clock I dispatched a small
squadron, consisting of the Pawnee, Commander Dray-
ton, the Unadilla, Lieutenant Commanding Collins, and
the Pembina, Lieutenant Commanding Bankhead, to
examine the waters of St. Helena Sound, and to
look at -the defences, if any, on Hunting and Otter
Islands, or at Morgan’s or the Coosaw rivers; to in-
quire into the condition of the neighboring country
and its inhabitants, and to take possession of any
abandoned public property.

Very respectfully your obedient servant,

S. F. Du+PonT,
Flag Officer, etc.
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Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., Dec. 1st, 1861.

Commander J. S. MISSROON,
United States Ship Savannah:

Sir: — This letter will be placed in your hands
by Commander C. R. P. Rodgers, the Captain of this
ship, who will communicate to you the desire of the
Commanding General and myself to obtain an approxi-
mate knowledge of the position and force of the
enemy’s battery south of Big Tybee Island, of which
the reconnoissances by land made by Captain Gil-
more, of the engineers, and the one communicated by
yourself, were unable to acquire any satisfactory infor-
mation.

The examination by land having proved insuffi-
cient, I have determined to attempt a reconnoissance
by water, and Commander C. R. P. Rodgers has been
assigned to this duty, under your direction. The gun-
boats Ottawa- and Pembina go with him; and to these
you will add such other vessels as you may think
expedient.

The main object of the reconnoissance will be “to
clear up this point,”—to use the language of the
Commanding General, in an official communication to
me of this morning,— ‘ whether the enemy’s battery is
on the South Tybee Island, or further south;’ or, in
other words, 'whether it is on Little Tybee Island or
Great Wassaw Island.

And this I beg you not to lose sight of You
will please remember that, according to the memoir
of the coast of Georgia, by A. D. Bache, the Superin-
tendent of the Coast Survey, Wassaw. Inlet “is difficult

to enter, and has not been surveyed;’ and, further,
”
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that the vessels of this squadron are about to be
employed on other and important service.

I enjoin it upon you, therefore, not to allow any
risk to be incurred; neither from an encounter with
batteries the force of which is wholly unknown, nor
from too near an approach to shoals and bars, the
depths and currents of which have not been deter-
mined.

I shall ‘rely upon your best judgment to see that
my wishes herein are carefully complied with; and
that the further prosecution of the original projects of
the expedition is not crippled by the unnecessary ex-
posure of the efficient vessels of the fleet.

Your own acquaintance with the ground, gained
while in the blockade, will enable you to furnish
Captain Rodgers with valuable suggestions.

Very respectfully your most obedient servant,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag Officer, etc.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C,, Dec. 4th, 1861.

Honorable GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy,
‘Washington :

Sir:— The apprehension of losing possession of
the Bay of St. Helena, so exceedingly valuable for a
harbor, for its proximity to Charleston, and for the
command it secures of large rivers supplying interior
communication with the State of South Carolina, has
induced me to dispatch a second expedition there,
under Commander Drayton, with orders to hold Otter
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Island until General Sherman is prepared to assume
military occupation of it, when he will transfer the
fort to his troops.

I have also dispatched Commander C. R. P. Rodgers
to make a reconnoissance of Wassaw Inlet, in order
to ascertain the position of the enemy’s batteries
there; information which the Commanding General has
expressed to me his desire to obtain before landing
troops on Tybee Island.

The Department will have the goodness to observe
that in the necessary occupation of St. Helena Sound
and of Tybee Roads, and in the examination of Wassaw
Inlet, a large number of the vessels of my squadron
is engaged, which will be released and employed on
blockading duty as soon as Otter and Tybee Islands
are held by the army.

Very respectfully your most obedient servant,

S. F. Du PonT,
Flag Officer, etc.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., Dec. 4th, 1861.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy,
‘Washington :

Sir:— The second letter of the Department relat-
ing to the extinguishment of the lights of the block-
ading vessels is before me. The necessary orders on
this subject were, I have the honor to inform the
Department, immediately issued when the first letter on
this subject was received.

Immediately after the capture of Port Royal I
gave my attention to the blockade on the coast of
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South Carolina. I closed up North Edisto, Stono, and
Bull's Bay, besides maintaining the existing force off
Georgetown, and doubling that off Charleston. The
blockade of the latter is now so rigorous that the fish-
ermen have been driven in, and the city of Charles-
ton is deprived of its usual supply of fish.

Savannah is completely stopped up, and there
has been an outer cordon of blockading vessels, com-
prising the St. Lawrence, the Mohican, and the Semi-
nole, which covers the inner blockade of the coast of
Georgia.

Unless my own sources of information are not to
be relied upon, the agents of the United States abroad
are sometimes misled by incorrect statements. The
Nashville, for example, I have good reason to believe,
is now at the wharf in Charleston, without coal or
cargo.

There is one obstruction to a constantly efficient
blockade, that can neither be removed nor overcome;
and that is fog. The vessels that lie in wait to run
the blockade, having skillful pilots, and being desperate
in their attempts, cannot but sometimes succeed under
the favor of fog or darkness. :

From two recent captures, I am led to think that
the contraband cargoes are divided and distributed in
many small vessels before approaching the coast.

I have the honor to be very respectfully your
most obedient servant,

S. F. Du PonT,
Flag Officer, etc.
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Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., Dec. 6th, 1861.

To Honorable GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy,
Washington :

Sir:—1 have the honor to inform the Depart-
ment that the fortifications at Wassaw Inlet have been
abandoned by the rebels, after removing the guns,
cutting up the platforms, and breaching one face of
the fort.

For the circumstances attending this important
discovery, and the temporary occupation of the, waters
of Wassaw Sound, as well as for a knowledge of the
inner and ultimate line of defence selected by the
enemy, I have the pleasure to refer to the accom-
panying report of Commander C. R. P. Rodgers, upon
whose skill and judgment I relied for the execution
of this undertaking.

Wassaw Inlet and Sound constitute a second en-
trance into Savannah river, and as twenty-one feet can
be carried over the bar at high water, the passage is.
but little inferior to Tybee Entrance.

The highest point reached by Commander Rodgers.
was about eight miles from Wassaw bar, which is about
ten miles from Savannah, and between four and five
from Thunderbolt on one side, and Montgomery on
the other. These two last places are described in
the Coast Survey memoirs and reports.

I attach the highest value to this possession; but
I must confess that the addition of the occupation of
St. Helena Sound, Tybee Entrance, and Wassaw Sound
by the navy, to the other demands upon the force
which the Department has so liberally placed at my
disposal, threatens to embarrass the duties of the
blockade, and to postpone some other operations.
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I hope therefore that the Department will find it
possible to supply me with more gunboats and other
vessels of that class propelled by steam; having which,
I will venture to indulge in the expectation that the
whole of the sea-coast of Georgia, and a great part
of South Carolina, will be under the flag of the United
States at no distant period.

Respectfully your obedient servant,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag Officer, etc.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, Dec. gth, 1861.

To Commander C. STEEDMAN,
United States Ship Bienville, Port Royal Harbor :

SIR :— Please proceed with all convenient despatch,
and assume the blockade of St. Simon’s Sound. You
will find herewith some blockading instructions, modi-
fied in one of the articles; also, a list of vessels ex-
pected to run the blockade.

You are authorized to get Mr. Tice from the
Flag, as coast pilot.

I am induced to believe that, since the more
effectual blockade of Charleston and Savannah, St.
Simon’s Sound is more resorted to in order to for-
ward cargoes from Brunswick.

Please collect all the information you can in refer-
ence to the coast defences, the feelings of the people, etc.

Respectfully, etc.,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag Officer, etc.
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Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S.C., Dec. 12th, 1861.

To Hon. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy,
Washington :

Sir:—1 have refrained all I could from troubling
the Department with secondary matters, but will now
ask of it the favor to order a band of music to be
enlisted for this ship, according to the table of allow-
ance.

My opinion, founded on long experience and obser-
vation, is that the moral, and, indeed, physical effect
upon a large crew by music at stated hours is most
salutary.

With great respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag Officer, etc.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S.C., Dec. 12th, 1861.

To Hon. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy,
Washington :

Sir:—1 have the honor to transmit to the Depart-
.ment a report of Commander Percival Drayton of a
second expedition to St. Helena Sound, made under his
direction, and consisting of the sloop Pawnee, Com-
* mander Drayton, the gunboat Unadilla, Lieutenant Com-
manding Collins, the armed steamer Isaac Smith, Lieu-
tenant Commanding Nicholson, the sloop Dale, Lieutenant
Commanding Truxton, and the United States Surveying
steamer Vixen, Mr. Boutelle, Assistant of the Coast
Survey.

Commander Drayton left this port on the sth
inst,, and proceeded farther up the Asshepoo than on-
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the previous occasion, and landed on Hutchinson’s
Island, where he found that all the buildings, includ-
ing the negro houses, and the picked cotton, had been
burned two days before. An attempt had been made
at the same time to drive off the negroes, some of
whom had been shot in their efforts to escape. Com-
mander Drayton draws a most painful picture of the
condition of the negroes, especially of the aged and
infirm.

He afterwards explored the Coosaw as far as the
entrance to Beaufort creek. Here he witnessed a
similar scene of desolation; and such was the desti-
tute state of the negroes, that he was induced by their
earnest entreaties to bring some of them to Otter
Island, where they were supplied with food by his
order.

The Isaac Smith and Dale remain at Otter Island
to assist the army in its maintenance.

Very respectfully your most obedient servant,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag Officer, etc.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., Dec, 12th, 1861.

To Hon. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy,
‘Washington :

SiR:—In the further prosecution of my exami-
nation of the inlets and sounds of the coast of Geor-
gia, I directed Commander C. R. P. Rodgers to take
under his command the gunboats Ottawa, Lieutenant
Commanding Stevens, Seneca, Lieutenant Commanding
Ammen, and the Pembina, Lieutenant Commanding
Bankhead, together with the armed steamer Henry
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Andrew, Acting Master Mather, and to proceed to
Ossibaw Sound, where he was to inform himself as
accurately as possible of the state of things in the
inlet and sound, and in the Vernon and Great Ogee-
chee rivers.

It appears that there are no batteries on Ossibaw
Island, or in the Great Ogeechee, up which river he
ascended as far as Morrill’s plantation, which he found
abandoned.

There is a fort, advantageously placed and well
protected by marshes on the side of the land, situated
on the eastern end of Green Island. It now mounts
eight guns, and is not yet completed; it commands
not only Vernon river, but the Little Ogeechee, Hell
Gate, the passage from Vernon river into the Great
Ogeechee, and even the channel of the latter river.

Commander Rodgers’ report is herewith enclosed.

I have the honor to be very respectfully, etc.,

S.. F. Du PonrT,
Flag Officer, etc.

United States Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, Dec. 21st, 1861.

To Commander RIDGLEY,
St. Iago de Cuba:

Sir : — Please receive my thanks for the prompt
manner in which you have repaired to this port and
furnished me with the important information contained
a dispatch to you from Consul-General Shufeldt, at
the Havana. In reference to its subject matter, I
deem the interests of the public service will be best
subserved by your early departure for Nassau. You
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will therefore proceed with St. Iago de Cuba, under
your command, to that port; and after receiving from
Lieutenant Commanding Temple, of the Flambeau, all
the information he may have to impart to you, you
will communicate with the United States Consul at
Nassau, and get in an official form all the facts touch-
ing the subject matter of the Consul-General’s dispatch.
You will perceive by the enclosed letters and ex-
tracts from the Consulate in London, that the Glad-
iator has been purchased by the rebels, and the vessel
and cargo are rebel property, notwithstanding her
English papers. She would be therefore open to
capture, according to British rule and practice, one
marine league from any British possession; but she
is loaded with contraband-of-war for the rebel
States, and you will make prize of her for this, and
send her to New York to be libeled. You will, like-
wise, inform Lieutenant Commander Temple of this
fact, and direct him to make a prize of the Glad-
iator, under the above-mentioned circumstances.
Notwithstanding the most unfriendly and indefensi-
ble procedure on the part of the authorities at Nas-
sau, as set forth by Consul General Shufeldt’s letter
to you, you will observe the utmost forbearance and
discretion in all your intercourse with those authori-
ties. At the same time, I rely with entire confidence
upon your firmness and judgment to sustain our rights
as a people, and as belligerents upon the ocean, when-
ever any unauthorized attempts may be made to en-
croach upon them. I leave to your sound discretion your
own movements after communicating as above directed
with Lieutenant Commander Temple and the United
States Consul at Nassau, whether to return here with
information to me, or to the Havana, or to go direct
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to Baltimore with dispatches to the Navy Department;
in case of the latter, showing these orders as your
authority for so doing.

Should the cargo of the Gladiator be transhipped,
whether at Nassau or Havana, I shall want early in-
formation of that fact.

Respectfully, etc.,

S. F. Du PonrT,
Flag Officer, etc.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, Dec. 23d, 1861.

To Hon. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy,
Washington, D. C.:

Sir:—1 have the satisfaction to inform the De-
partment that the main channel leading into Charleston
harbor has been obstructed by the sinking of a por-
tion of the stone hulks sent out for this purpose.

I entrusted this work to the scientific skill of
Captain Davis, my Fleet Captain; and the Department
will perceive by his interesting report, herewith en-
closed, that he has performed the task with his ac-
customed ability.

Apprehending that an attempt would be made to
injure the defenceless ships and persons unavoidably
exposed in front, I desired Captain Davis to take with
him the Mohican, Commander Godon, the Ottawa,
Lieutenant Commanding Stevens, and the Pocahontas,
Licutenant Commander Balch, as a covering force.
These were judiciously placed so as to bring cross-
fires to bear; but the enemy’s steamers appeared only
at a distance.
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I have projects for the disposal of ‘others of the
stone vessels, deferring the execution of them until
further  operations are determined upon.

Besides the disposition of those on the Charleston
bar, 1 have applied eight more to very useful purposes.
Twenty-four of the first fleet have thus been disposed
of. The Department is aware that one put back.

Respectfully, etc.,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag Officer, etc.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S.C., Dec. 23d, 1861.

To Hon. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy,
Washington :

Sir:—1 have the honor to inform the Depart-
ment that after due consideration I determined to
modify the fifth rule of the “ Blockading Instructions”
heretofore issued to the commanding officers of the
vessels under my command.

I was induced to do this in consequence of the
commanding officer of one of the blockading squadron,
considering himself bound under the former rule,
warning off a vessel bound for one of the blockaded
ports, with coal on board, and money in her coffers
to purchase cotton, instead of seizing her and sending
her in for adjudication, the captain of the vessel having
admitted that he intended to run the blockade and
obtain a cargo of cotton.

The modified rule is as follows:

“Every vessel proceeding towards a blockaded
port is to be boarded and examined, and if on such
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examination any irregularity appears in her papers, or

there are discovered any suspicious circumstances at-

tending her position or her cargo, and particularly if

she had any knowledge of the blockade, such vessel

is to be seized and sent in for adjudication.”
Respectfully, etc.,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag Officer, etc.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., Dec. 24th, 1861.

To Hon. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy,
Washington :

SirR:—Since my last report upon the disposition
of the blockading vessels, such changes have taken
place as to make another report necessary, in order to
keep the Department informed on this subject.

At present there are stationed:

Off Georgetown, the steamers James Adger and
Augusta, and the sailing bark the Gem of the Sea.

Off Charleston, the steam sloop Mohican, the
steamer Florida, and the sailing bark Roebuck.

Off Stono, the gunboat Pocahontas.

In North Edisto, the gunboats Seneca and Penguin.

In St. Helena Sound, the armed steamer Isaac
Smith, and the sailing sloop-of-war Dale. These vessels
command South Edisto.

In Tybee Roads, the steam sloop Pawnee, the
steamer Wyandotte, the gunboat Ottawa, and the armed
tugs Ellen and Henry Andrews.

Off or inside of Wassaw and Ossibaw, the steam
sloop Seminole and gunboat Pembina.

Off Dobay and Sapelo, the steamer Alabama.
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Off St. Simon’s, the frigate Susquehanna.

Off Fernandina, the steamer Bienville.

The sloop Savannah, withdrawn from Tybee Roads,
in consequence of her grounding at low water, has
orders to form an outside line of blockade, by cruising
from St. Augustine to Tybee Entrance, and the frigate
St. Lawrence will proceed to sea to-day at noon on
the same service.

It is my wish and purpose to hold every inlet
and sound on the coast of South Carolina and Georgia,
except, perhaps, Georgetown and Charleston, by having
a sufficient number of wvessels at anchor in them at
all times. And, as soon as the size of the squadron
will admit of it, vessels will be so stationed and fur-
nished with supplies,” and inspected by myself, from
time to time, as may be necessary.

This last duty of personal inspection will be very
much aided by having a steam dispatch vessel of con-
_ venient size and good speed, so that I need not be
detained too long from my headquarters, for which I
should be greatly obliged to the Department.

Respectfully, etc.,

S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag Officer, etc.

Flag Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., Jan. 4th, 1862.

To Hon. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy,
‘Washington :

SIR:—1I have the honor to inform ‘the Depart-
ment that the attention of General Sherman and
myself has been drawn for some time past »to the
design of the enemy to shut up our troops in Port
Royal Island, by placing obstructions in Coosaw river
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and Whale Branch, by constructing batteries at Port
Royal Ferry, at Seabrook, and at or near Boyd’'s Neck,
and by accumulating men in this vicinity in such a
manner as to be able to throw a force of twenty-five
hundred or three thousand troops upon any one of
these points at short notice.

In a confidential communication of the 2oth ult,
(a copy of which I have the honor to enclose, but
which the Department will perceive, on account of
references to future operations, is not suited for pub-
lication), the General informed me that the time had
arrived for arresting peremptorily the designs of the
enemy, and for doing it in such a manner as would
serve a subsequent purpose; and he requested me to
furnish my quota of the force: to be employed in
this combined operation.

The plan of conduct having been fully determined
in several conferences between the Commanders-in-Chief
and the heads of the expedition, and the first day of
the new year having been selected for the time of
attack, I appointed Commander C. R. P. Rodgers to
the command of the naval forces, consisting of the
gunboats Ottawa, Lieutenant Commanding Stevens, Pem-
bina, Lieutenant Commanding Bankhead, and the four
armed boats of this ship, carrying howitzers, under
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