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WHAT is the relative position of the Medical Officers in
the Navy of the United States?

Let the Line Officers answer this question in the subjoined
effusion, the latest that we¢ have seen, given because the
latest, from among the many of similar character which, for
over a generation, have been made familiar to us, and with
which they still continue, at pleasure, to refresh the recol-
lection of the public.  When a gallinaccous hero, spurred
for the fight, wishes the neighborhood to know that he is
astir, he flaps his wings, and, with crest evect, struts into
the arena. and clarions forth some such note as the following :

[Extract from the New York Eeening Post of March 13, 1868.]
* NAVAL REORGANIZATION.
* To the Editors of the Evening Post:

*¢As the Staff Corps of the Navy have organized themselves
for the purpose of obtaining from Congress increased rank,
it is but right that the public should be acquainted with the
groundlessness of their claims. In the first place, they say
they have received no rewards for their services during the
rebellion, while for the superior branch of the Navy five ad-
ditional grades were created ; secondly, that the duties are as
onerous and as essential to the efticiency of the service as those
of the Line; and thirdly, that as European navies have found
it necessary to give high rank to their Staff organizations,
and because Congress has conferred de facto rank upon the
Army Staff, the engineers, paymasters, and surgeons of the
Navy ought, forsooth, to be put upon an equal footing with
them and with the Line.

*‘These plausible claims are upset by the fact that a tem-
porary increase of rank was granted to them by the honor-
able Secretary of the Navy, (order 13th March, 1863.) And
as for the examples of the Army, or of foreign navies, they
are no more & precedent for our Navy than an equally unfor-
tunate and absurd fact, that in the police force lieutenants,
captains, and majors exist.
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ity and attentive to their duties, which it is more or less his
duty to supervise. The rank of the Staff is therefore a rank
humbug ; they are merely classed with certain grades of the
Iiine to give them a semi-naval status on certain occasions;
but it is absurd to suppose that the words ‘ranking with "
ever were meant to convey the idea of any power, authority,
or command whatever, as is the case with the *‘rank of " all
lineal grades.

“Staff commissions do not say a word about rank; the
term is not once mentioned in connection with the Staff
Officer's name, and therefore no Line Officer or seaman is
justified in obeying any one whose rank is not distinctly
stated in his warrant or commission. Now, in view of all
this, it would be worse than folly to give the Staff de facto
rank, and thus degrade the Line. To the latter the country
is indebted for the glorious results of the Navy during the
war, and it will be a gratuitous insult to our noble Farragut
and other sea heroes to bestow upon men whose duties are
not absolutely essential, and who run no great risk or ex-
posure, the honorable distinctions which should alone belong
to the Navy proper. We have engineers, pursers, doctors,
and parsons, and now lawyers are to be added to the Navy
list; a naval judge-advocate general will be made, who will
doubtless aspire with the rest to the rank and high position
of a naval commodore.

« ““The discord and bitter feeling on this subject in the Navy
is worse now than it has been for forty years, and it is time it
should cease; but the presumptuous aspirations ot the Staft
will never be checked till we have a board of survey consist-
ing of admirals alone, who, knowing what the service re-
quires, could guide the Secretary of the Navy, put an end to
‘Wampanoags,” mismanagement, and extravagance, weed
out the sources of discontent, and by a firm, just, and impar-
tial government, restore harmony and efticiency to the Navy.

““SURVEY."’

It is not to commend its tone, temper, taste, logic, or state-
ments, that we introduce such an article as the above to the
Medical community. Our purpose is to let the Line Officers
speak for themselves, and to let the Medical Profession at
large learn from their lips what they think is, and ought to
be, the position of the Medical Corps in the Navy. The
article is a type, repeating, with little change, what they
have long practised and often told us.  Were it not so, we
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should not notice it. It has the merit of candor and sim-
plicity, and is easily understood. The writer believes what
he says, and the sincerity of his convictions is measured by
the earnestness of' his declarations. He represents the views
that Line Officers express in their conversations and writings,
and that they practise in their varied official relations with
ull Staff Officers. The Medical community can judge for
themselves whether the Navy offers an inviting field for their
labors, and whether it is likely to compensate by its honors
for the privations it exacts, and the moderate pecuniary re-
ward it confers.

The oldest Medical Officers cannot look back to the time
when the Corps were not thoroughly dissatisfied with their
position in relation to the Line; the former, humble, and
always, ot necessity, looking up to the latter; the latter, self-
exalted, and always looking down on the former: these, ay
if a privileged and aristocratic class, claiming all honors and
dignities ; those, as if sprung from the bas monde, hopelessly
shut off, by an impassable barrier, from official equality, to
which no amount of merit, no ‘length of service could ever
entitle them. Their condition was one of hopeless humili-
ation. They bore it patiently, uttering no word of com-
plaint. The Line Officers looked on with magnanimous com-
placency. They thought it just as it should be, and wished
no change. They were virtuously conservative, and serenely
peaceful. The Medical Corps felt their degradation only
the more, for a pent-up grievance is especially hard to bear.
But this patience was mistaken for acquiescence, as unmur-
muring submission is apt to be construed into satisfaction.
The Line were the Navy; they had their own way in all
things: everything went on delightfully : asthose who have

’ it have nothing to find fault with, and the
ccasion to blame the injured.
nen, that the Line now chant peaans to the
n days when commanders of squadrons could
retary of the Navy ;"' when ‘‘laws were not
aptaing:”” when peace reigned serene in the
ne Officers were all men in authority, having
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surgeons under them, and they had but to say to one surgeon,
**Go, and he goeth ; and to another, come, and he cometh;
and to a third, do this, and he doeth it;’” and when broth-
erly love scemed to them to be the actuating spirit of all.
All that the Line asked was to be let alone! What a happy
place a man-of-war was then!

But the serpent stole into Eden; and fatal ambition
changed this paradise into a pandemonium. The surgeons
could not bear the sight ot so much happiness, and rebelled.
When, in the course of human events, it became necessary,
in their opinion, that they should enjoy some of the honors
and privileges which had, thus far, been monopolized by
the Line; and when they beheld all navies but that of this
Republic casting off, as the relic ot a dark age, class distinc-
tions and privileges, and, by giving rank to surgeons, raising
them to an equality with the hitherto exclusive, aristocratic
branch of the service, they felt the more degraded by the
contrast, and, believing patience and suffering to be no
longer virtues, they, too, broke silence, and asked to be
placed in a just and honorable position. Year after year
they addressed themselves to the Executive, and to Congress,
and for a long time in vain. Many (not all, we are happy
to say) of the Line Officers always and everywhere fore-
stalled them, declaring that such unheard-of innovation
would be ruinous to the Navy. Hence, when the surgeons
applied to the Department, they were referred to Congress:
and the Naval C‘ominittees, as we well know, over and over
again replied, ““ We think it hest to leave you to the courte-
sies of the Line.™”

We have said that the claim of Medical Officers to a defi-
nite rank or position in the service is not, as the Line now
pretend, a new thing. It was brought prominently forward
by their services in the war of 1812, and formally recognized,
soon afterwards, by the Secretary of the Navy, the Board of
Naval Commissioners, and some of the Senior Line Officers
themselves, who, to the number of 13 Captains, out of the
30 then in the Navy, addressed, in 1816, communications to
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the Department, expressive of their sense of their © great
importance to the Navy,”” that **the rank and pecuniary
emolument ought to bear some proportion to what gentlemen
of professional encdneree would be entitled to in private life,”
and that they had * heard with pleasure ™ of the intention
of the Medical Officers to address to the Department ¢ a
memorial requesting a definite rank in the service.”

In January, 1817, the Board of Navy Commissioners, in
reply to the reference, by the Seeretary of the Navy, of the
above-mentioned ** Petition of the Surgeons,”” report that
**it seems to be just that, inasmuch as the duties and respon-
sibility of Navy Surgeons call for an eqnal degree of profes-
sional knowledge, as well ax of respectability of character,
with those of the Army, they should be put on the same
footing, with respect to rank, pay, and emoluments.”” This,
which was recommended by the Navy Commissioners over
halt a century ago, is, to the letter, what the Surgeons then,
and have ever since, asked for, and what the Line, with little
exception, are banded together to resist, as ruinous to * their ™
Navy.

Successive Seeretaries of the Navy commended the subject
of Staff rank to the action of Congress ; and each of the codes
of Naval Regulations, prepared in 1833, 1841, and 1843,
provided for such rank; but the codes failed, in turn, to re-
ceive the sanction of Congress.

Mr. Secretary Upshur, especially, portrayed, with his
wonted intelligence, *‘the evils resulting from the want of a
proper naval code.”” ** What, " said he, in his Report in 1841,
*“can be expected of a community of men, living together
under circumstances tending to a constant excitement and
collisions, with no fixed law to govern them, and where even
rank and station are imperfectly defined? The necessary

u state of things must be disputes, con-
»nfusion ; sometimes unauthorized power
at other times lawful authority will be
wssible that a wholesome discipline can
ain condition of official rank and au-
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thority.”” Such statesmanship as this will not, unless Con-
gress shall ‘* prick the sides of its intent.’” be reached by it,
it is feared, in a century.

Two vears after this urgent appeal to Congress by Mr.
Upshur, his successor in the Navy Department recommended.,
in his annual Report, ‘“a modification of the law, by which
medical officers in the Naval Service shall be entitled to rank
in a manner similar to that prescribed in the Army,’’ ex-
pressing the opinion that ¢“the Medical Department of the
Naval Service requires talent, education, and moral worth,
properly to fill it, of as high order as in other branches of
that service; but the Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons have
no military rank.”’

In 1844, the Hon. Sccretary Mason renewed the recom-
mendation; and, in the same year, certain Officers of the
Line memorialized the Naval Committees, assenting to as-
similated rank for Medical Officers, and that their claim to
serve as members of Courts-Martial for the trial of Medical
Officers, as proposed by. the Medical Corps, ‘“ought to be
granted;”’ but they objected to assimilated rank of Com-
mander being given to Surgeons under twenty years’ date of
commission.

The Naval Committees, in turning a deat’ car to all these
appeals of, and for, the Staff Officers, took the ground (as we
heard at the time several of the wmembers state) that the
Department was competent to confer rank ; and that it would
be time enough for Clongress to act when the Department
should have refused. Each, it seemns, was waiting for the
other. )

In consequence of this holding back, Mr. Secretary Ban-
croft, finding that Congress would confer no rank on the
Staff, took the initiative, and, on the 31st of August, 1846,
issued the well-known Order, giving rank to Medical Offi-
cers—an order which has evoked more comment than any
other, that we know, ever issued by the Navy Department.

We interrupt the narrative of the history of Staff rank to
remark that the long-existing controversy between Medical
and Line Officers on the subject of Rank has elicited a large
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number of pamphlets on both sides. We are familiar with
several of them. They have been written generally by clever
men, who may be supposed to have exhausted the subject, so
far as it is capable of exhanstion. Recent writers have
hence given less thatds new in fact than in the arrangement
of the materials, and in their inferences from them. Were we
called on to designate, among the many good pamphlets of
the Surgeons, the one that comes nearest, we think, to the
character of an exhaustive treatise, presenting fully and fairly
the facts and the arguments on both sides, written with care-
ful accuracy and precision of statement, with logical deduc-
tion, and admirable candor and good temper, we should
name, as fucile princeps, the able and claborate Pamphlet
entitled ‘¢ A brief history of an cxisting controversy on the
subject of assimilated rank in the Navy of the UTnited States, ™
published in 1850.  And it is with pleasure that we acknow-
ledge our obligation to the writer for much that we have said.
and shall say. That Pamphlet stands where it stood nine-
teen years ago: it stands unanswered.

We wish the reader to remember that our subject is the
position of' the Medical Corps relatively to the Line. We
are addressing the Medical Profession. It would be out of
place to speak for other Staff Corps, though part of what we
say would apply to them. We speak for the two hundred
Medical Officers in the Navy to their constituency, the whole
Profession, on a matter of interest to the former, and, it is
believed, to the latter also. The Medical Corps feel ag-
grieved by this position, as unjust to themselves, and injuri-
ous to the public interests. They feel it a double wrong:
and they wish the Protession of the country to know it. All
branches admit the want of harmony, and its injurious re-
sults to the service; none more freely than the Line. But
all do not admit alike the same remedy. Ina service so vari-
ously composed as the Navy, there is especial need of con-
certed and combined action. The machine must work as a
unit to work well.

Some of the maturer minds of the Line agree with the
Staff’ that every Corps should have its defined and well-
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understood position and relation to every other. With them,
therefore, rank or relative position is a necessary element of
the service. It is not an accident, resting on mere volition,
that may be willed into, or willed out of, the Service. It is
vital. 1t is order, *‘Heaven's first law.”” These ripened
minds, therefore, admit the necessity of rank to every indi-
vidual, from the Commander-in-chief to his cook. With
them the long-disturbing element, the questio vexata of half
a century, is not an open question: it has had its day, and
has ceased to be entertained.

But the majority of Line Officers, the young and ardent,
cling tenaciously to opinions abandoned by their seniors.
They zealously oppose, in every way in which opposition
can be made effective, all claim of Medical Officers to what
the latter regard a rightful position in the service. They
resist their claim before Congress, on shipboard, at Naval
Stations, and wherever the two Corps are associated on duty :
and, as they are evervwhere the dominant party, they prac-
tise what they preach, without control. Hence it is that,
whatever may be the law and the regulations protecting
Medical Officers, they are little, if at all, better off than they
were fifty years ago. Perhaps they are worse off; for, then,
the surgeons passively submitted ; and something may have
heen conceded in courtesy that is now denied as a right.

It is the Line Officers who interpret, and who execute, the
Law and the Regulations. They carry them into practice,
which is consequently much as it wonld be were there no
Law and no Regulations. .\ remote station is a distant
place to appeal from. Many small injuries may thus go
unredressed. Laws and Regulations are framed in general
language: hoth parties can often find in them what they
wish; and much that is within the letter of a law may yet
be in violation of its spirit and intent. The actual practice
has come to this, that Medical Officers are on arbitrary *suf-
ferance;”’ not even the established or acknowledged sufferance
of the whole Line, but the capricious sufferance of the individ-
nal Line Officer in every individual official relation with him.
There is no mystery in this. It is human nature: the same
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in the Navy as out of it. The high in station and privilege
bhecome selfish and exclusive. and

* Bear, like the Turk, no brother near the Throune.”

To any, it there be such, who may feel that the Turk is
here disparaged, we offer an amende in the following tribute
to his character by a gallant Naval Officer, the distinguished
father of the distinguished Vice-Admiral, whose long resi-
dence in Turkey enabled him to judge of it. In his
interesting ¢ Letters from Constantinople,”” Commodore
David Porter writes thus of the reigning Sovereign, under
date of July 27, 1832:

**The Sultan Mahmoud, the most absolute sovereign on
the carth, can afford to be kind and courteous to those
around him; but the little tyrant, who struts his few fathoms
of scoured plank, dare not unbend, lest he should lose that
appearance of respect from his inferiors which their fears
inspire. He has, therefore, no society, no smiles, no cour-
tesies for or from any one. Wrapped up in his notions of
his own dignity and the means of preserving it, he shuts
himselt up from all around him. He stands alone, without
the friendship or sympathy of one on hoard ; a solitary being
in the midst of the ocean. This, nine times out of ten, is
the condition of naval commanders.

““ A man-of-war is a petty kingdom, and is governed by a
petty despot, exacting from his subjects all the respect and
homage that are voluntarily and spontaneously bestowed on
a higher order of legitimate sovereigns.

¢ Excuse,”” continues Commodore Porter, * the digression ;
my thoughts happened to turn on the Navy, a thing that
occupies them gencrally as little as any other, except as an
arm of general defence to our country. When they do turn
to it, they are always unpleasant. During the whole thirty
and one years that I have been in the naval service, I do not

z passed one day, I will not say of happiness,

- with horror to that period (my first entrance
when, an unfriended and unprotected youth,
‘eel the contumely and oppression of a proud
. though gallant naval commander. How I
submit to it, or fortitude enough to bear it.
wonder and a mystery. Perhaps my suffer-
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ings then may have had a powerful effect on my character
subsequently, in giving it a disposition to resist oppression
and oppose tyranny in whatever quarter they may manifest
themselves. ™

~

Our own Naval experience has been more fortunate than
this : and we record, with pleasure, our tribute to the personal
courtesy of the Commanding Officers with whom we have
sailed. Having said this, the reader would greatly misap-
prehend the subject before us, if he supposed that personal
courtesy had anything to do with it, or that the want of this
virtue in Commanding Officers entered, in any degree, into
the complaint of the Medical Corps.  1#e will, therefore, not
be suspected of personal ill-feeling to the Line, when we
complain, with the rest of the Medical Corps, of injurious
treatment by the great numbers of Line Officers, who, while
theéy admit the social equality, are determinately banded
together to resist the official equality of the Medical Corps.
The personal courtesy of Line Officers, Surgeons return.
There they are at quits.  Line Officers claim to be the only
dispensers of official courtesy. In the bestowal of this the
Medical (forps would he pleased to share; and no reason,
beyond the sic volo, sic jubeo, stat pro ratione voluntas, has
yet been given why they should not.  They are nof satisfied
that all the reciprocity should be on one side.  If there is a
long arrear of official courtesy, they would be glad to begin
to repay it ; for who lives on courtesy that can live on right;
who lives by begging that has riches of his own? 1f official
courtesy is so certainly assured, let the Line practise their
own recommendation, as the only test of their sincerity, and
be doubly blessed, by receiving as well as giving. Not
sharing their apprehensions of ruin from Staff’ rank, we ask
the fiat justitia, withont fearing the ruat celum.

The desire of all ofticers for rank, with its attendant hon-
ors, bespeaks the universal estimate of its value. It does
not seem to be in human nature to be so disinterested and
humble minded as, at all times, to disregard exalted posi-
tion, and to wish others to be higher than ourselves. There-
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tore, we should not look for any persons in the Navy to rise
superior to a desire so universal out of it. Yet the Line
Officers, with singular self-abnegation, niively claim to
desire rank only for the public good, and only as indispen-
sable to the discharge of their public duties. Their oft re-
futed dogma is, ‘‘Rank carries command.””  Except for this,
they would not wish it. All personal motives they utterly
disclaim. In all their writings they express the same senti-
ments. Patriotism is their sole actuating motive ; and, in
claiming exclusive rank, they plant themselves as sentinels
at the outposts of the Navy. Such is, in effect, their dictum,
as their writings everywhere show.  They kindly say, on
the other hand, that ‘‘Medical Officers wish rank only from
personal ambition:™" that *‘it is in nowise necessary to the
performance of their duties:”” and **that their possession of
it would be fatal to the peace, discipline, and efficiency of the
Navy.” Such is what they always and everywhere repeat :
they say it from first to last ot their Naval career. They go
with this story to Congress, and, by constant iteration, almost
persuade the members, as they have persuaded themselves,
that it is correct. 'We knew that they early learned the
lesson, and never forgot it; but, even with ‘‘Survey's "’ as-
surance, we are slow to believe that it is the cadet’s first les-
son at the Naval School. It goes down with unquestioning
belief, from sire to son, is treasured through life as an article
of faith against fact and reason, and recited, as the Line Offi-
cer’s naval creed, with all the gravity of oriental devotion.

We shall not reason with Line Officers to change thix
belief. As soon should we expect to change the religion of
a Brahmin.

How far these opinions of the Line are correct we shall en-
deavor to show, but before an unbiassed audience, to whom
we now appeal from the verdict of the Line. The Profession
will listen, as heretofore, to such reasonable appeal : and we
look confidently to their countenance and aid in redressing
the wrongs of which we, their Naval brethren, complain.
One member cannot suffer without the whole body’s suffer-
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in; and the Medical Officers of the Navy cannot be visited
with indignity and humiliation, unredressed, without humili-
ation and indignity to the whole Profession.

After this digression, we resume the history of Medical
Staff rank. We have said that Mr. Bancrott, finding (as he
told us) that the Line were impracticable, and would agree
to nothing, and that Congress would do nothing, took the
initiative in conferring it. The Order was as follows:

‘' GENERAL ORDER.

*“Surgeons ot the Fleet, and Surgeons of more than twelve
vears, will rank with Commanders :

“‘Surgeons of less than twelve years, with Lieutenants:

‘‘Passed Assistant Surgeons, next atter Lieutenants:

** Assistant Surgeons not passed, next after Masters:

** Commanding and Executive Officers, of whatever grade.
when on duty, will take precedence over all Medical officers.

** This order confers no authority to exercise military com-
mand, and no additional right to quarters.

‘‘ GEORGE BANCROFT.
** Navy DEpaRTMENT, August 31, 1846.
** [ Legalized by act of (‘ongress approved August5, 1854.]"

This Order, won after a long struggle, was a compromisc.
in several particulars, to appease the Line, and, like most
compromises made to please both parties, pleased neither,
proving, as the Line maintain, but a nullity to the Medical
(orps, and a Pandora’s box to the Navy.

Notwithstanding all the safeguards, of which we shall
presently speak, thrown around their command, the Line
early decreed the destruction of the Order, and the yet more
offensive one to them, issued, in the following May, by Mr.
Bancroft’'s successor, Mr. Mason, who extended to Pursers
(since named Paymasters) the Order giving rank to Surgeons.
This purpose they endeavored to execute in January, 1848,
when some sixty or seventy of them met in Washington, and
appealed to Congress to annul the Orders, thus virtually
burning the Secretary of the Navy in efigy under the eaves
of the Department, had they but known it. Congress an-
swered the appeal by legalizing the Orders in 1854,
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Thus was rank, such as it was, given on paper, for the first
time, to the Surgeon, at the end of a long struggle.  Before
that time, he stood where ¢ Naval usage,’”” uniform in little
clse, had uniformly placed him; he stood with the ship’s
cook; if, indeed, he really stands higher now.

“A plain man, who knew nothing of the curious trans-
mutations which the wit of’ man could work, would be very
apt to wonder by what kind of legerdemain”’ Line Officers
could ““contrive to shuflie ”’ this strikingly modest Order up
to the top of their pack ot grievances, and to make it the
source of all their woes, the target of their shafts, for now
nearly a quarter of a century. Or were they too happy be-
fore, and too ‘“hard up’’ for a grievance to talk against, to
dispense with this? One who knew nothing of the history
of the Order would suppose, from reading it, that the Line
had indited it. He certainly could not suppose that the Sur-
geons had been much consulted. 1 the Secretary was to
give anything, what less could he give that would not be a
joke; for what but a joke could have prompted a Board of
Line Officers, in the fulness of generosity, to propose for
Surgeons no rank, but ** precedence with, but after, Lieuten-
ants?”’ The *“General Order’ was general in its terms;
and, as it was to be executed by those who had striven to
prevent it, it was likely to amount to nothing in practice.

Under the interpretation of the Line, how has ingenuity
been racked to dwarf the modicum of something (call it
rank, or precedence, it matters little whether it have a name
or not) supposed to have heen intended by the framer of the
Order; for, as it did not designate the occasions on which the
Surgeon was to enjoy his rank and precedence, the Line at
once denied that there were any such occasions, and have
cever since contented themselves with making the Order, giv-
ing rank to Surgeons and Pursers, chargeable with most of
the ¢“disorder, bickerings, confusion, and insubordination’
in the Navy, and the rank conferred by it the butt of their
raillery, by designating it ‘¢ this dreadful nonsense of rank,”’
*‘a shadow without the substance.”” ¢ rank humbug,”” and
other jocular epithets.




How much soever Line Ofticers may deny that the Order
confers anything on Surgeons, of one thing they fteel sure
that their command is safe. This has been secured to them
by an express proviso. if, indeed, it had been otherwise in
danger; for, from the organization of the Navy to the
present moment, no instance has occurred, within our
knowledge, in which a Surgeon has claimed to exercise
authority out of the Medical Corps, and the Medical Depart-
ment over which he has heen set. This security of lineal
command is, indeed, the only thing that some Line Officers
have been able to discover in the so much objected to Circular
Order, as frankly stated by the Commander-in-chiet of the
Pacific Squadron in 1849, in reply to a reference on the
subject.  *“T have,”" replied the Commodore, ** several times
taken up the Circular to which your letter refers; but, for
the life of me, such is its ambiguity that I am unable to give
it any practical construction conformable with well-established
military principles, one of the most stable of which is, so
far as my experience goex, that won-combatants never com-
mand regular officers of the line under any circumstances
whatever. It there is anything clearly expressed in the
Circular in question. it ix that the assimilated rank conferred
thereby does not carry authority to exercise miitary command,
nor give additional right to quarters.”  That lineal com-
mand was safe was discovery enough for a Line Officer: and
that discovery was sure to be made.  Excellent Circular,
that had nothing ** clearly expressed "™ hut that Line Officers
were secure in their command!

But, though not *“clearly expressed.”” something might
he implied.  Hence the Commodore concludes: **In my
judgment, then, all that the Circular confers on nou-combat-
ants in the Navy is the assimilation of rank in society when
off duty: and such I am informed (unofticially) was the
decision of the late Secretary, Judge Mason, when applied
to by Purser B - serving on the Portsmouth Station.
Any other construction given to the rule wounld be productive
of endless confusion in actual service : an officer’s rank and
privileges would come and go ax often as he stepped in or
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out of a hoat, or from one ship to another in the same
Squadron.”’

Thus, it scems, the Orders of Secretaries Bancroft and
Mason were issued for the sole purpose. of regulating the
intercourse of *“non-combatants’’ (staff officers are supposed
to be here meant) ‘*in society, when off duty.”” The worthy
Commodore must have imagined that the Staff felt their
social position to be somewhat below par, that they should
have so long invoked the Department to ““rank’ it up a
little.  Did it never occur to him that some of the gentlemen
of the Line, too, might be none the worse for a slight move-
ment in the same direction? Risum teneatis! And, as if to
humor the joke, Mr. Secretary Mason is called on to join in
the laugh at his own Order.  Mr. Mason must have thought
the Order no joke a twelvemonth before, when he took
occasion, in a letter which we shall presently give, to
admonish another Commodore, (on the African Station,)
who *“did not deem it expedient to entorce the General Order
of the Department,’” that its *“ terms are explicit, and admit
of no doubtful interpretation,’” and, “on all future occasions,
to be pleased to execute the Order according to its letter and
spirit.” Golden words these, worthy to be stereotyped,
framed, and hung up in the cabin of every Naval vessel in
commission, in order to put a stop to the ““disorder, bicker-
ing, confusion, and insubordination,”” of which Line Officers
have so long delighted to complain.

The inference ot the Pacific Commodore, that the Order
must have heen issued by the Department to govern the
intercourse of officers **in society,”” because ‘“any other con-
struction of it ™" would be productive of ‘“endless confusion
in actual service,”’ is quarter-deck logic, of " the sic volo, sic

1, as to the *“coming and going of an officer’s
eges as often as he stepped in or out of a boat,
p to another of the same Squadron,” the ob-
equally to Line rank as to Staff’s for the evil
s, under the circumstances mentioned, daily
ixed assemblages of Line Officers exclusively
ressels of a squadron, the Squadron, not the
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ship, determining the order of rank and precedence.  This
answer to his own objection he virtually admits when he adds,
*“for Commanding Officers, as well as executive officers, are
temporary and accidental positions, varying and changing from
day to day, and from hour to hour:”" a view which he illux-
trates by citing the fact that *“the captain of a ship is her
commanding officer " when on hoard: the moment he goes
over the ship’s side, it but for an hour, the officer next in
rank becomes the ** Commanding Officer.”

The Commodore states, in this connection, (which it would
be well for Line Officers to remember,) that ** no such rank
or grade as executive ofticers is known to the law.”” He thence
concludes that, as there is no one class nor grade of officers
legally known as the executive ofticers, ** every oflicer, charged
with the performance of any particular duty, becomes an
rexecutive officer’ while he is executing the orders of a
superior.””  *‘A midshipman, sent in charge of a boat, isx an
*executive officer.”””  How much of the ¢“ endless contusion ™
here complained of, and of the **disorder, bickerings, con-
fusion, and insubordination ”* complained of by other Line
Officers, would have been spared to the Service, but for the
unfortunate introduction into the Order, and thus into the
Navy, at the instance of Line Officers, of the **executive’
clause, as incongruous as novel, such a puzzle to some of
them, as they admit, and such a stumbling-block to the
execution of the Order, which they treat as a nullity and a
Jjest.

What, then, is this new and important **executive””
clause? The General Order of Mr. Bancroft, in 1846,
already given, provides that *‘Commanding and Executive
ofticers, of whatever grade, when on duty, will take prece-
dence over (ot?) all Medical Officers.””  The Order, as
stated, was extended the next year to Pursers, and legalized
in 1854,  Questions arising as to the import of the words
“when on duty,”" as to the limitations they impose on the
“precedence”’ given to ** Executive Officers,”” and as to the
occasions on which Senior Staft’ Officers shall have ** prece-
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issued by the Navy Department, April 18, 1865. In these
‘* Regulations,’’ the office and duties of ‘‘ Kxecutive Officer”’
are, for the first time, officially defined, and the individual
Officer intended officially designated. Executive Officersare,
obviously, not a class, having a distinctive, permanent, uni-
form rank as such. They have no recognition in the Navy
Register. Relative rank and date of commission alone de-
termine which one of the Line Officers on hoard shall he
the Executive Officer for the cruise. The Executive position,
or office, is local, temporary, accidental, relative; shifting,
in & Squadron, according to relative seniority or date of com-
mission, and limited to the individual ship. It is not ubiqui-
tous and indefeasible, as rank which is independent of time
and place. The name, even, is unknown on all the official
occasions above specified, as processions, courts, boards, &e.,
because, on such occasions, the Officer in question can exer-
cise no executive function. He has there the position which
his rank and date of commission otherwise give him. He
has there no executive recognition, no executive precedence.
If he be a Licutenant, or Lieutenant Commander, he every-
where yields precedence to all Line Ofticers of the Squadron,
who are his seniors in rank, though they may not be execu-
tive officers in the ships to which they belong. He every-
where yields it also to all Staff’ Officers of higher rank, or
earlier commission, even those of hix own ship on the ocea-
sions specified. Before the creation of the grade of Lieu-
tenant Commander, in 1862, the Senior Lieutenant of the
ship was the Executive Officer, known on shipboard as the
** First Lieutenant.”’ Since the creation of that grade, the
Executive Officer of a Flag-Ship ix generally a Lieutenant
Commander, who, as such, is a wardroom ofticer, and occupies
the state-room, previously known asx the ** First Licuten-
ant’s"’ state-roon.

Nor did the above official definition of the designation
“ Executive Officer " come too soon for the opposite con-
structionists ; those who regarded any officer charged with
the execution of the orders of a superior as an executive ofti-
cer, and the officer left in command during the temporary
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absence of the Captain as the ‘“Commanding Officer,”’ to
which class of constructionists belonged, as we have seen, a
Commander-in-chief of the Pacific Squadron; and those, on
the contrary, who could see no other execntive officer than
the Captain, because, as alone charged with executing the
orders of the Commander-in-Chiet' of the Navy, the President,
given through the Secretary of the Navy, he is solely re-
sponsible for the fulfilment of the executive office, which
office he is legally unable to delegate to a subordinate. From
the latter point of' view, the Captain is regarded as the sole
depository of command in the Line, the sole source of all
orders, which the subordinate receives and executes. Nor
does it conflict with this view that the (‘aptain often finds it
convenient to commit to the officer next below him in rank
the exercise of part of his authority and functions, as if he
could rightfully devolve his command on another. But the
Captain’s convenience is not the measure of his right, and
would little avail him, as a plea, betore a court-martial.

The duties of *‘Executive Officer,”” as specified in the
“ Regulations,”” are-many, varied, and important; and the
office is one of much labor, 1¢quiring sound judgment and
much professional knowledge, justly deserving great con-
sideration and respect.  On the proper performance of his
duties depends much of the order, discipline, and efliciency
of the ship: and that officer would be entitled to little re-
spect and consideration who should desire to abate the pro-
per authority of the Executive Officer, or in any manner
obstruct him in the discharge of his many duties.

The scope and sphere of the duties of ¢“ Executive Ofticer ™
are thus defined in the above-named ¢ Regulations:™ ** He
shall, under the direction of the Commander, have the super-
intendence of the general duties to be performed, and of the
police, to such extent as the Commander may wuthorize or
preseribe.””  The particular duties are then specified in
twentv-three successive paragraphs, harmonizing with the

Even the casual reader of this long
pr cannot fail to be struck by the watch-
the framers of the ** Regulations ™ have
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guarded, intact, the entire command of the Captain. It is
his authority that is to direct, his pervading eye that is to
supervise, his judgment that is to decide. FHe is to be in-
formed beforehand of everything to be done; or the thing
done is to be immediately reported to him. The Executive
Officer is to attend him to the gangway to receive his last
instructions before leaving the ship, and to meet him there
on his return, ‘‘to report anything of note that may have
occurred during his absence;’ and even, while thus in
temporary charge of the vessel, the Executive Officer is * not
to alter or change any of the regulations™ of the Com-
mander. He is expressly and repeatedly inhibited from any
semblance of the attribute of command. He is, at all times,
locum tenens, and, as such, under the direct control and
orders of the Commander, wherever the latter may be,
whether on shipboard or ou shore, the latter circumstance
in no degree divesting him of his command. There is but
one head, always and everywhere the same; the rest are
members to do its biddings. This view of eommand is
recognized in the ‘“ Regulations,”” wherein such expressions
as the following occur throughout the specifications of the
Executive Officer’s duties: ** Under the direction of the Com-
mander;’’ ‘“to such extent as the Commander may author-
ize or prescribe;”’ ‘“report to the Commmander the result:”
‘“ permission of the Commanding Officer:”” ““in the judg-
ment of the Commander ;" *‘stating his reasons for so doing
to the Commander ;" some of them occurring repeatedly.
Surely this direct and immediate control of the Commander
over every individual act of duty of the Executive Officer
would imply that, so far from exercising or requiring the
independent action so magniloquently claimed for him by
some of the writers of the Line, he has literally no independ-
ent action, and is perhaps the most closely watched and
circumscribed officer on shipboard. Because he has many
duties to perform, he may seem to possess much absolute
authority. These are, however, mostly, routine duties, recur-
ring daily, common throughout the service, and performed
regularly from the beginning of the cruise to the end.  This
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class of duties every Commander sanctions by his implied or
express approval. If he has any particular way in which
he wishes the Executive duty **carried on.”” he makes this
known at the outset: and then one order (o the Erecntive
Officer to that effect suftices for the whole eruize.  In regard
to other than rontine and stated duties, common to the ser-
vice, these are specified in the Commander’s Order-book at
the cabin door, a book often of good size, but generally dis-
pensed with since the issue of the hook of ¢ Regulations ™™ by
the Navy Department in April, 1865, Individual cases of rare
ocenrvence, or sudden emergencies, not included in either of
the two above classes of duties, are referred by the Executive
Officer to the Commander beforehand, if there be time for
the reference. or, if not. reported to him immediately after-
wards for his sanction or disapproval. Both of thexe last
suppored cases. and. indeed. all others, great or small. are
either ordered beforehand by the Commander. or are ulti-
mately governed by his decision.  Nothing is done by the
Executive Ofticer without hix previons or subsequent know-
ledge and action. The whole authority for the act vests in
the Commander. He governs the case.  The responsibility
is his: and, therefore, also the command. which the Exee-
utive Officer cannot question.  The latter’s sole discretion ix
in the manner of executing it, and sometimes not even in that.
The Commander directs his every act. either hy authorizing
it, if important, beforehand. or by approving it, if not so.
afterwards. The Execative Officer merely executes. He
cannot initiate any order; he can do nothing independently
of the Commander, and ix in more frequent communication
with him than all the other officers of the ship put together.

The Commander and Executive Officer are what the names
imply: one is to command, the other to execute: one to
think, the other to act; one is the head, the other the hand.
The Executive is the recognized medium of the orders of the
Commander, who habitually conveys them through this
appropriate channel. This channel is certain. and uni-
versally understood. Hence, nobody questions it: nobody
questions orders conveved through the Executive Officer:
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they receive as prompt obedience as it given directly by the
Commander in person. Were not this the case, the Com-
mander would require to be his own Executive, and to dis-
pense with any other.  The Commander never affects sur-
prise at the **beat to quarters;”” nor the summons to
**general muster,”’ to ‘‘divine service,”’ to ‘‘get the ship
under way,”’ to ‘‘bring her to an anchor,”” to ‘clear the
decks for action,”” &c., for the simple reason that, in each
case, the order came from himself.

All officers are invested by their commissions with the au-
thority required by their duties; and the sphere of duty is,
in each case, the measure of authority. There can, hence,
be no conflict of authority, no two officers moving in the same
sphere at the same time.  As respects the Executive Officer,
the **Regulations ”” provide for him an authority commen-
surate with the extent of his duties. *‘He will exercise au-
thority over all ofticers, and see that they vigilantly perform
their duties, and that they conform to all orders for securing
uniformity in the mode of executing them.”” The same
** Regulations ™" define the extent of the Executive Officer’s
authority, by prescribing (as already quoted) that ¢ he shall,
under the direction of the Commander, have the superintend-
ence of the general duties to be performed, and of the po-
lice, to such extent as the Commander may authorize or pre-
seribe.””

This introductory general ¢ Regulation ™" qualifies, limits,
and interprets all that follow; it is their gauge, measure,
und standard; they cannot exceed it without violating it.
“ Superintendence of the gencral duties, and of the police.”
“under the direction of the Commander,”” ‘*to such extent «s
the Commander may authorize or prescribe,”’ bounds the ‘¢ ex-
ecutive’’ office. Ina word, it makes the ¢ Executive Ofticer ™
the Commander’s ¢ Police '’ Officer, and so names him, and
so specifies his duties. No ‘‘Regulation '’ assigns him a duty
above that of ‘“Police’” Officer, under the constant and im-
mediate direction of the Commander; and no one recognizes
him as playing ‘‘second captain:’’ though it is the fashion,
nowadays, for ** Executive Officers ™’ to complain of Captains
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as troublesome, and in their way. We are aware of their
restiveness, of their desire to exceed their authority, and of
their ambition to order about old Staff Officers, some of them
claiming the right to do so under the 411th ¢ Regulation,”’
already quoted. Captains and Commanders wrote that
* Regulation,”” which says that the Executive Officer ‘¢ will
exercise authority over «all officers, and see that they vigi-
lantly perform their duties,”” &e.: themselves not excepted
by the terms of the “ Regulation.”” This makes the ‘“ Ex-
ecutive Officer”’ Commander-in-chietf. The Captains may
say that they did not mean to subordinate the old Line Offi-
cers, but only the old Staff Officers; rank protecting the
forwer, but not the latter; in other words, that there is a
protective, and a non-protective, rank. We had been willing
to suppose that all the ‘‘ Regulations ” harmonized with each
other; but the 411th is claimed to stand apart, as an excep-
tion. If so, why was it not fraukly stated to be such on the
face of the ‘“ Regulations?’" It matters little to us, however.
what may be the decision, in the Line, of this Line question.
how much or how little of their command Captains may have
conferred on the ‘“ Executive Officer.”” whether, or not, they
may have made him a Second Captain, to share their respon-
sibility, their prerogatives, and their command.  When the
(‘ommanding and Executive Officers shall have settled their
dispute, the Staff should be informed of the decision, and
thereby know which ot the two is in command, which is the
real, and which the would-be, Captain.  We leave them to
their quarrel about their supremacy : non nostram tantas com-
ponere lites. 1f the 411th paragraph means what it says, it
is & blundering incongruity thrust into the ¢“Regulations ™
through the lippitude of prejudice against the Staff: for, of
all the Commanders, Captaing, Commodores, and Rear-Ad-
mirals, whose combined counsels framed the *“ Regulations, "
which one of them will admit that the Regulation in ques-
tion was meant, according to its terms, to subordinate a Se-
nior Tine Officer to the authority of the Executive? and is
there one of them that will deny that it was not written to
subject to the authority of the Executive Ofticer «ll Staft
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Officers, and for no other purpose? for it was certainly not
written in order to assert his authority over junior Line Offi-
cers; as it is the theory of the Line, though, we think, an
incorrect one, that rank carries command. Thus a blow is
aimed at Staff rank under the guise of a General Order, too
thin to conceal the cloven foot; as the foolish bird thinks to
conceal its body by hiding its head in the sand. Line Offi-
cers have, in our hearing, spoken of many blunders in this
Code of ‘“Regulations,”” but never of this, probably the
greatest of all. We have already shown how Line Officers,
in practice, treat Staff rank, characteristically, witn kicks.
Here is an attempt to dispatch it with a coup de jarnac.
They write all the Regulations, and write them to suit them-
selves. They administer the Navy, and administer it to suit
themselves. How perfect, then, ought the whole system to
be, at least in their eyes; and how happy ought they all to
be in so perfect a Navy!

As an illustration of the exaggeration of authority claimed
for the ‘“ Executive Officer”” by his brethren of the Line, so
little in harmony with the careful provisions of the ¢ Regu-
lations,”” we will give an extract from a clever Pamphlet,
the most clever that we have seen on its side, written some
twenty years ago by a distinguished Officer, then a Com-
mander, now a Rear-Admiral on the active list.  We italicize
no statement, as there are so many from which we dissent.
His Pamphlet is an authority, if not a text-book, in the Line,
whose chief disputant he has long been, and who have looked
up to him as their leader in the warfare that, for a quarter of
a century, they have waged, and yet wage, on the Medical
Corps, and, through it. on the harmony, honor, and efhi-
ciency of the service.

We desire the writer to speak for himself, as follows:

“We will now state in precise terms what we conceive to
be the true position of the surgeons and pursers, as derived
directly from naval usage, and sanctioned indirectly by legal
enactments. On board of a ship of war, the surgeon and
purser, in respect to subordination, are inferior to the com-
manding and executive officers: in respect to certain matters
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of ceremonial and etiquette, they occupy intermediate ground
between lieutenants and midshipmen: and, in respect to
social privileges, are on a level with all; but they exercise
no military authority except over their respective assistants.

*‘The absolute necessity of their subordination to the com-
manding officer is too apparent to waste a remark upon: but
some have entertained doubts whether their subjection to the
executive lieutenant is equally clear. On this point we will
briefly remark that the executive lieutenant stands in such a
relation to the ship that the purposes of order and discipline
would be utterly defeated if the civil corps were allowed to
impugn his authority.””

After speaking generally **of the variety, extent and re-
sponsibility of the duties of a first lientenant.”” the writer
adds:

* Among his duties are the maintenance of the police and
discipline of the vessel, the preservation of cleanliness and
decorum in every department, the enforcement of the general
laws of the service, and of the internal regulations which are
peculiar to the vessel; and over all his acts the Commander
exercises a supervisory care.  Now, itseems to be a very pre-
posterous proposition which would announce that the civil
corps were above his control, that, it he orders the drum to
beat to quarters, the purser and surgeon could pause to ascer-
tain whose commands were thus proclaimed, before the one
repaired to the cockpit, and the other to the wardroom ; that.
if summoned to the quarter-deck to attend general muster,
divine service, or any more special dutv, the authority trom
which these orders emanated could be safely repudiated and
sct at naught. It seems, in short, absurd to suppose that
there could exist, consistently with the well-being of the ser-
vice, such an anomaly as a class of officers at once amnenable
to the laws and discipline of the ship, and free from the au-
thority and control of the very functionary appointed to en-
torce law and discipline. Examples like those citedl above
might be multiplied ad infinitum ; but we have said enough
to show that no reasonable doubts can be entertained on this
' ad: if there are doubts, they are of recent origin; they

retension, and are disavowed hy
erience of the service. We have
ly perhaps than it seemed to
been less to correct any error in
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relation to it that may really exist, than to meet and expose
the absurdity of the efforts that are now being made by the
civil branch to escape all subjection to the authority ot the
executive officer.”’

The epithets, * preposterous.”” and *rabsurd,”” though
adding little to the logic, evince the earnestness of convic-
tion.  We do not, however, find them necessary: and our
practice is, as the reader will have seen, not to call things
preposterous and absurd, but to endeavor to prove them such.

The oftice of * First Licutenant,”’ with an official designa-
tion of duties differing from those of other lieutenants, was
not known in the Regulations of the Navy (‘ommissioners.,
and was, as we have intimated, adroitly thrust into the ser-
vice, in its present proportions and under the new name of
** Executive Oflicer,”” on the occasion of the issue of the
**(eneral Order " in 1846, conferring rank on Surgeons.
The purpose of this interpolation, and the use that was im-
mediately made of it, did not need the elaboration of the Line's
chief disputant to make them evident. It was to be wielded
as & weapon to strike down Staff rank : and it has never been
laid aside. ‘

Did not the above view of the ** Executive " oftice pervade
the Line, we should little notice it: but on this subject they
think gregariously, with little, if any, exception. They re-
ward the ** Executive Officer ** as invested with the attributes
of command, going the round of his duties hand in hand
with the Commander, sharing as partner, if not equal, the
prerogatives of his office, and requiring for the exercise of
these high functions precedence, irrespective of seniority and
rank, over all other officers than the Commander.

* Usage "’ and ‘*legal enactments’’ are cited by the writer
quoted to support his views. Naval usage is proverbially
uncertain, and cannot safely be appealed to as a uniform
rule of right, being generally little else than the will of him
who invokes it.  Line Officers may combine for a purpose to
make a usage, which is then the usage ot the Line, and to
that extent. and in that way, the usage of the Navy. Other-
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wise, **Naval Usage’ is the Commander's ** lucky-bag,””
the receptacle of all his orders,

‘*Abortive, monstrous, or unkindly mix'd.”

’

As respects the **legal enactments '’ appealed to, the
writer assumes the whole question involved. The first, and
only, **legal enactment’’ recognizing an *‘ Executive Officer”’
was that of 1854, a date several years subsequent to the ap-
peal here made to *‘legal enactments,”’ showing that our
anthor had anticipated a little.  The ** Regulations,”” how-
ever, of 1865, are explicit on the subject of the ** Executive
Officer.””  Of the twenty-five paragraphs comprising the
section in regard to him, all, except the first and last, speoify
his duties ; and the framers of the *¢ Regulations ”” have been
careful to remind him seventeen distinct times that each
particular act of duty is under the immediate authority and
command of the Commander. The extent of **anthonty
over all officers = conferred by the 411th Regulation on the
 Kxecutive Officer " may be inferred from the following
provision: ** He is to correct, as far as his power extends, all
abuses ; and, if he observes, or has knowledge of, any viola-
tion of the Laws and Regulations for the government of the
Navy on the part of any person whomsoever, he is not to
exercise any diseretion in the matter, but {o make immediate
report to the Commander.””  And so throughout: *“fto the
cxtent of his power,”’ ** to exercise no discretion in the matter,”’
s hut to report dmmediately to the Commander.”” What a
carte blanche! what sailing orders with which to circumnavi-
gate the round of his duties! * embracing cverything,”” we
are told, ¢ ranging over all the intermediate stages hetween
matters the most important and the most humble,”” with the
Commander ever directing the course, and forbidding it to be
altered a single point. Who, then, is at the helm; the
Commander or the Executive Ofticer? ** In the absence of

er, the Executive Ofticer is to act in hix stead,
Iter or change any of his regulations.”™  Then.
ading Officer, but with a restriction, which, in
d probably limit the occasions for the exercise
ary command principally to exceptional cases
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and unforescen occurrences ; and, even for the exereise of
this short-lived command, he must soon account to the Com-
mander.

* In the ubsence of the Conumander, to act in his stead, but
not to alter or change any of his regulations.”” That is all.
On all other occasions, at all other times, the ¢ Regulations ™’
reserve the whole command to the Commander, who orders,
through the appropriate channels, everything in relation to
discipline under his command. In the morning, throughout
the day, and when the Commander is leaving the ship, at all
times indeed, the *“ Executive Officer ' may receive his in-
structions ;: and, by express < Regulation,”” he is required,
*“in the evening to report the condition of the vessel to the
Commander, and receive any orders he may have for him.”

How accommodating is the pen of Commanding Officers !
When they wish to write down Staff rank before Congress,
how they invoke ** a principle coeval with the Navy and per-
vading its entire organization,”’  that fundamental law
which looks exclusively to the most eflicient means of ac-
complishing the purposes of the government,”” which ** does
not pause to question the personal wishes of surgeons and
pursers, but places them in subjection to the executive lieu-
tenant, because the purposes of law and discipline require it!”’
Why the purposes of law and discipline require this ** sub-
jection’’ in the American Navy, and in no other, is a secret
locked up in the writer's brain. But when, on the contrary,
Commanding Officers wrote the section entitled ** Executive
Officer,”” in the ‘‘ Regulations,”” they wrote it with a pen of
steel ; for a more

** Cabin'd, eribb’d, confin’d ”

ofticer they could hardly have made him,
** Forever in his great taskmaster’s eye.”

Where, in them, are his high prerogatives, his attributes
of command, so essential to discipline and the perform-
ance of his duties?  What a farce is it, then, to talk of the
‘“ Executive Officer's™ “ ordering’’ the beat to quarters,
general muster, attendance at divine service, &c¢.! Why not
complete the joke, and, as we have said, talk of his ordering
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the ship to get under way, to come to anchor, or to engage
in battle? These zealous advocates of the almost autocratic
prerogatives of the *¢ Executive Officer ™’ toned down their

notions decidedly when they came to the sober work of

framing the ¢ Regulations,”” evincing that the claim set up,
and still urged, for « purpose, had not deceived even the
claimants.  The claim had its origin in the question of Staff
rank, as a means of defeating it, and had never otherwisc
heen thought of.  When to this is added the imputation that
the Surgeon ** proposes " to ¢ pause " in obedience to auy
lawful order ** proclaimed ’ through the Executive Officer.
or any other appropriate chanuel, in the instances specified
or any other, and that imputation uttered with a swelling
air, we reject it as fanciful, without the semblance of reality
or probability.  The whole charge springs from the imagina-
tion that '
** Bodies forth the fors of things unknown.™

in the inordinate zeal to raise a barrier against the rank and
precedence of the Surgeon.

The authority to exercise all, or any, of the command here
claimed for the *‘ Executive Officer,”” embraces a large share
of the authority vested in the Commander, and extends to
the controlling of all the movements of the ship, even in
hattle.  All these high prerogatives are among the many
powers not enumerated in the ** Regulations ™ as pertaining
to the ‘“Executive Officer.”” and are judiciously reserved to
the Commander, with whom the ** Executive Officer ™™ can
claim no equality nor partuership of command. The functions
of ¢ Executive Officer " require no such prerogatives.  The
possession of them would bring his authority into daily con-
flict with that of the Commander: and they would never
have been claimed for him, nor even thought of, but for the
inteiperate and indiseriminate zeal of certain oflicers of the
Line, who, blinded by prejuddice, leave no deviee untried to
exalt © Excentive Officers ™ over Stafl’ Oflicers of higher
rank and older commission, thus disfiguring the service by
the monstrous anomaly, without a parallel, of giving prece-
dence to inferiority of rank and juniority of commission.  In
all other cases in the Navy, and in all cases in the Army, rank
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and precedence go together, are permanent, and regardless of
time and place: so that no officer can precede another who
ranks him. But Staf rank and precedence are, it scems,
sometimes to go together, at others not : depending, as was
once said of principles, on ciremmstances. At times the junior
is to command the senior: at times to precede him : at times
not : here, too, according to circumstances : thus making rank
and precedence doubly shifting with each other, and with their
objects.  Thus are they to be dropped to-day and resumed
to-morrow, to avail on some occasions and not on others, even
in relation to the same individual, and to be kept alternating
in their ups and downs, for no purpose of public utility that has
vet been shown.  What a grotesque attitude is here presented
for a painter ; an officer standing ax a posture-master, to-day
with one foot above his superior, and the other below him.
and there commanding him:; whilst to-morrow he stands
with neither precedence nor command ! These are the *wqri
somnia’’ of the Poet, who has pictured them in the familiar
lines
s Hlumano capili cereicem pictor equinam
Jungere si relit,” (e

The lusus nature, here teigned by the Venusian Satirist, is
exceeded in grotesqueness by the attitude of the ¢ Executive
Ofticer.”” as the Line writers have pictured it. No other
instance exists in the Navy, in which an officer, or class of
officers, is required to vield precedence to an officer of inferior
rank, or junior commission : nor would this novel anomaly
have been pressed into the ¢ (General Order ” but to kill it,
With what **a universal hubbub.”

** L,oud as from numbers without number.”

would the whole Line Corps clamor down any such assault
on their rank. This enormity, foisted into the Navy on
the oceasion which we have mentioned, for the purpose of
treading down the old Surgeons, works, and c¢an work,
nothing but mischief and discord. It inflates the young
officer with the lust of power, which, as it does not belong
to him, he cannot exercise without risk of collision with
the Commander ; and henee. we repeat, the ** Executive Offi-
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cer's”’ standing complaint, that the Commander is a trouble-
some cipher, and in his way. It gives to the young
officer precedency of his superiors, and authority over them,
which, in proportion to his inexperience and vanity, he
would be likely to exercise with ostentatious display, and for
the abuse of whieh a Court-Martial would hold the Com-
mander alone responsible.  Knowing this, and also the
value of his commission, the prudent Commander intrusts
to the ** Executive Officer * no uncontrolled authority. He
issues his orders through him, as the Commander of a Post
in the Army does through his Executive, the Adjutant :
and, in the one case as in the other, the orders are not ques-
tioned : the Commander is the authority ; the Executive is
the recognized medium. The Commander, it is true, may
amiably flatter the vanity of a young ** Executive Officer ™’
by the show of independent power : but the leading-strings
are never let go, as those with which the nurse directs the
toddling child.  No Law, nor Regulation, authorizes a
double Captaincy, nor permits a Commander to share his
power, nor his responsibility, with another. There can be
no divided empire.  There cannot be two heads: two equal
and ruling Sovereigns vn the throne, exercising equal juris-
diction.  The attempt in two persons to wield independently
of each other the same power would beget constant collisions,
from the tendency in each to overpass boundaries, and to
usurp sole authority. The Law, no where, recognizes the
« Executive Officer’” as a second (‘ommander, the (Com-
mander’s alter ipse, his other self.  Why, but from ill-defined
authority, coupled with the reasons we have mentioned, is
the Service so constantly disgraced by the collisions and
bickerings of those in power? The Line seem to forget, in
their zeal to lord it over the old Staff Officers, that, in halt
the Flag-Ships that have gone to sea, in the last forty years,
the Commander-in-chiet and the (aptain have found some
bone of contention to spar over.  Secarcely is the ship out of
sight of land, before they begin to wrangle about their
authority. We have sailed in five Flag-Ships : and. in four,
the two Cabin Dignitaries soon fell to squabbling on matters
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of duty, and, for the rest of the cruise, sat mum at opposite
ends of the table, with heads down, and as grave as judges.
Ax there was not a (‘abin at each end of the ship, they had
not the resource of the two Light-House keepers, who, when
they quarreled, perhaps about rank and prerogative, resolved
to dwell in ‘“lonely contemplation.”” one at the top. the
other at the bottom,

¢ And sing their wild notes to the listening waste.”

These gentlemen it is, and such ax these, who agree in little
c¢lse than in hostility to the Staff, that constitute themselves
the conservators of the dignity, decorum, honor, peace, har-
mony, and discipline of the service, standing guard over Staft
Officers, and charging on them everything amiss in the Navy.

“Quis tulerit Gracchos de seditione ynerentes ?

It the ** Kxecutive Oflicer " needs high authority, it is to
keep the peace in the ('abin, and to save the Service from
shame from the bickerings of its inmates. Give him Cap-
tain’s authority, to do all the Captain’s work, and what do
you leave for this Prince of Idlers but to count his fingers,
and to devise mischief; for we are early taught that——

*¢The Devil finds some mischief still for idle bands to do

Dub him Captain No. 2, and put him in the Cabin of a Flag-
Ship ; and what a happy triumvirate will be likely to be
there, all to themselves. If not in a Flag-Ship’s Cabin, at
least in

** Pandemonium, the high Capital
Of Sutan and his peers,”

there can be peace.

¢« () shame to men ! devil with devil damn’d
Firm concord holds; wmen only disagree
Of creatures rational.”

Yes, it is these harmonizing gentlemen who cannot make
a yachting cruise together in the spacious, airy cabin of a
magnificent Flag-Ship, which is looked to to represent at
least the Nation’s respectability abroad. withont wrangling,
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from sheer want of occupation, about each other's power and
rank, and whose discord the devils put to shame, that wonld
clothe n ** police ™" oflicer (as they eall the ** Executive Offi-
cer V) with Commander’s authority and prerogatives, for the
sole purpose of setting him ax an overseer over an old Sur-
peon, who, ax compared with the bustling Line Officer, is the
personification of meek-cyed peacetulness.  The frivolous pre-
textx uttered, as we have seen, with quarter-deck pomposity,
~to cover over this envenomed crusade against the Surgeons,
charging them with ** pausing to ascertain ~° whether it is the
Captain or the ** First Licutenant 7" who orders ** the drum
to beat to quarters,”” or who gives the order ** to attend gen-
cral muster, divine service, or any more special duty,”” are
unsupported by a single fact @ as is also the declaration of
the writer that ** examples like those cited above might be
multiplied ad fnfinitrn " Did the otlicer who wrote and
published those grave charges ever know or hear of such a
case as he speaks of, or does he believe that such a case has
ever oceurred, or s likely to oceur? It he did not, the charge
is defamation and slander, and could have sprung only from
the wantonness ot hostility to a Corps ot Othicers whom the
Line are madly striving to drive out ot the Service, that they
may ** ship their own doctors tor the cruise 7 from among the
needs adventurers who toek hither in guest ot whatever may
turn up. or who may be picked up like a fiter or drummer.
alone-<hore on any toreign station,

Everywhere the Line ** spit upon our gabardine.””  They
talk against us. write against us, frame - Regulations ™
against us, influence legtslation against us, and strive (some-
times, as we have scen, with success) to incline the Depart-
ment against us. Regarding but one Corps as having rights,
and as being the * Navy proper.”” they would gladly drive
out the rest as worse than encumbrances, whom they speak
of at best only with patronizing condescension. How easily
micht their wish be gratitied. to brush away these extraneous
clogs and hindrances, it they could but contrive tor themselves
a polyvtechnic. or jack-otall trades, education : by which a
shitp eould be tully oficered trome thete own fraternity. not
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only with Captain and Lieutenants, but with Surgeon, Pay-
master, Engineer, Chaplain, Professor, and even Jurist, if
needed, to determine questions of common and international
law, from the want of a knowledge of which grave mistakes
have been made by Commanding Officers. C(ould they but
prevail on Congress to gratify their Utopian fancy in this
respect, as in so many others, they might send forth from
their Naval School or University a united body of officers
fitted to do all the Navy work, and to fill «ll the departments
of the Service. They might, then, if they pleased, discard,
as apples of discord, the mischievous words, ** Line and
Staff,”” ¢ Military and Civil,”" ** Combatant and non-Com-
batant,”” and such like invidious jargon which they are fond
of parading with a sneer; and they might appropriately
designate all the officers Naval Officers, educated in a common
brotherhood, members of a common body, made one in feel-
ing by a common interest and a common source of life.  The
Navy would then he as much a unit as if composed of but
a single Corps, with no class distinctions and prejudices, and
no bickerings and squabbles about rank. Precedence would
then go hand in hand with seniority ; and there would bhe no
motive for giving to an ‘* Executive " Lieutenant, because
he is the ship’s ** Police " Officer, precedency of an officer
ranking with a Captain, whose duty required him to set the
Lieutenant’'s arm or amputate his leg.  All, then, would be
acknowledged by them to be equally Naval Officers, with
recognized rights, and not, as now, one-half regarded as
patrician, the other plebeian : one-half lords, the other serfs.
A National Ship would not then go to sea, filed with envy.
hatred, malice, and all uncharitableness.  On the shield of
Achilles were figured the people of Troy going forth under
the joint leadership of Mars and Minerva. The Line of our
Navy would do well to heed a lesson that has come down
from the days of Homer, and to beware how they put asunder
what the wisdom of antiquity had joined together, and what
it had symbolized by an emblem that has commanded the
admiration of all succeeding generations,

But the last grievance which the Line would wish removed
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i< the offence of the Ntaff’ Officers : for with whom then would
they quarrel. unless with themselves, and what would re-
lieve the dulness and insipidity of the Navy?  The very
loss of their grievance wonld grieve them @ as those aceus-
t'med to a poisvnous drug suffer from the want of it.  Sated
with all that thev can desire in rank and authority, they cling
to their war against Staftf rank with more than leech-like tena-
city : for that ragacious animal drops its hold. when full.

<> Nonw missura cutem, wisi plena crnaris hicndo.”

Ix there a commissioned Line Oflicer on the active list who
would not be Secretary of the Navy? Aund vet who is so
unfit, with & mind running in the narrowest ruts. and
poisoned against one halt of the Navy? With a Line Ofticer
at the head of the Navy Departinent, would the Moon have
**vet fill'd her horns ™ before the * General Order.”” of
March 13. 1863, giving to Staft Officers their present rel-
ative rank, would be revoked. and the **General Orders’”
of 1846 and 1847, legalized in 1854, giving to them a lower
rank. be revived ? tor the Department gave. and the Depart-
ment can take away.  Hence it is that we invoke the legixla-
tion of Congress to give us what we cannot otherwise hold in
perpetuity ; and perhaps nothing could so strengthen our
appeal as such a proof of our defenceless condition as would
be afforded by a revocation of our rank-

‘- From sceming evil still educing good.™

We have seen a Commander-in—chiet abandon his Squad-
ron, aud come home without permission of the Department.
We have seen several Commanders desert their stations with
the ships that they commanded.  We have seen several Com-
manders-in-chief set at naught the explicit Orders of the
Department : for which some have been reprimanded, and
others recalled. and others, again, tried by Court-Martial and

And who does not remember the quixotism of
‘ommanding Officers at Monterey, and. more re-
lunder of another in taking from a British Mail
if her passengers, both of which blunders were
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promptly disavowed by the Government? And yet it is Line
Officers whom the Line wish to administer the Navy Depart-
ment.  And yet, again, what Line Ofticer would administer
it to the satisfaction of any other, unless the latter chanced
to be a relative, or friend, whose interest was especially
regarded? The Line are traditional, and one-idead ; the
tradition the past, the one idea themselves.

No Line writer has been able to cite an instance of disobe-
dience, by a Medical Officer. of any lawful Order. The
ridiculous fictions that we have quoted from their chief
pamphleteer have no reality. In default of any such case,
they have marshaled into their service an occurrence of last
vear, in which an Engineer was reported to the Department,
charged with having disobeyved the order of an ‘¢ Execntive
Officer.”” This case hasx made much noise in the Line, and
is seized on as a proof of general insubordination in the Staft,
and of the necessity to curb this rebellious spirit by increased
stringency. Especially does it, according to Line logic,
verify their predictions, for a half century, of the evils sme
to result from Staff rank. They have been telling us, all
this time, that the evil would come : and now, they say, it
has come. ** There, did we not prediet all this? " Certainly
they did; and much more that, to their regret, has never
happened. They predicted that all the Staft’ would become
insubordinate. But fortune has smiled on them at last:
they have tripped a luckless Engineer, and they are now
gloating over his disaster.  No Medical Officer had gratified
the Line by furnishing a grievance. It was enough that
some one Staf Officer should offend, to call down punishment
on half the Navy. That one ounly offence was too precious
not to be made the most of'; lest, as it was the first, it might
be the last. It roused great indignation in the Line. No
existing law was sharp and swift enough for the offence.
The offender, we were told, should have been instantly dis-
missed the Service, without trial.  Draco was wmercitul,
compared with these Line indignants : for he punished only
the individual offender: whereas their * even-handed jus-
tice " would invelve the innocent with the guilty.  Such
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summary. and wholesale justice, however, the Naval mind
is familiar with. When Lieutenant (i. U. flogged the
wrong man, he consoled him by the assurance that it was
only a case of prepayment: for that he would doubtless
deserve a flogging before the end of the eruise.  And when,
in the flourishing days of’ ** colts " and ** cats,”” Lieutenant
H. R., (after the example of the king of Dahomey, who
would sweep off a score or so of heads before breakfast as an
appetizer,) boasted, when he came down from the morning
watch, that he had flogged a whole ** top.”" he wound up
with the philosophic remark, ** that is what 1 call even-
handed justice,”” doubtless with Macheth in his mind’s eve.

** Well had the boding tremblers learned to trace
The duy's disasters in his morning face.”

In like manner, in the case betore us, not only was

** The Engineer hoist with his own petar,”

but with him all the Staff Officers likewise were blown up en
masse; for the Honorable Secretary declining, for reasons
which he states, to **direct his trial by a Court-Martial,”
contented himselt with administering a ** general”” **ad-
monition = to “*Surgeons, Paymasters, and Engineers ™ for
the future, as in the following ¢ GGeneral Order.”” which.
when last cited to us by a Line Officer to prove the necessity
of authority by ¢“ Executive Officers =" over all Staff Officers.
was cited, for our especial benefit, with this variation, that
the offender was miscalled an Assistant Surgeon, and he-
rated accordingly : as in the case of Lientenant U's ¢ wrong
man,”” who was flogged by mistake :
(ENERAL ORDER.) Navy DEepARTMENT,
September 7, 1868.

Chietf Engineer Mortimer Kellogg has been reported to
the Department for the following offences, committed by him
while attached as Chief Engineer to the U. 8. Steamer
De Soto :

1st. On the 28th of May, 1868, refusing to obey an order
given to him by the Executive Officer of the De Soto.

2d. On the 5th of July, 186X, depriving Midshipman

.

am—
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J. N. Hemphill of the command of the ship's dingy, and
assuming command himself.

3d. On the 14th of July, 1868, hailing a boat from the
quarter-deck, in the presence of the officer of the deck, after
the latter had refused to hail the boat.

These offences appear to have been deliberately committed
by Chief Engineer Kellogg, under the impression that his
seniority of rank entitled him to disregard the authority of
any junior officer, whether of the Line or Staff; and the De-
partment would have no hesitation in directing his trial by
a Court-Martial, but for the consideration that the judgment
of the court, in a casc of this character, might not be re-
garded as altogether impartial, and the consideration, also,
that many Staff Officers may not be well informed of the
extent of the privileges accruing from their relative rank.

A little reflection will suggest to any intelligent Staff
Ofticer that his rank must necessarily be merely assimilated :
that the Line and Staff Officers receive a distinct training
and education, qualifying them for distinct duties, and that
a surgeon, paymaster, or engineer, is no more expected to
direct the movements of a ship of war, discipline her men,
or manage her batteries or appurtenances, than the (‘om-
mander, Executive Officer, or any Line Officer, could be ex-
pected to perform the duties of a surgeon or paymaster.

The law on cach oceasion of granting assimilated rank has
carefully provided that such rank ¢ confers no authority to
exercise command ;" and the Navy Regulations specify, dis-
tinctly, the only circumstances under which Line and Staft
Officers will take precedence according to relative rank.
The privileges of assimilated rank have been extended by
the Department as far as it can be done with due regard to
discipline and efticiency ; and it is to he regretted that the
result of these concessions is a disposition, in any quarter. -
to grasp at or insist on further privileges.

This disposition cannot be encouraged by the Department,
and after this admonition there will be no hesitation in sub-
jecting such cases as this of Chief Engineer Kellogg to the
action of a Court-Martial,

(i1bEON WELLES,
Neevetary of the Navy.,

The sum of man’'s duty is to obey all laws, human and

divine. Obedience to the orders of the Line is, they boast.

the sole duty of the Staff.  One has but to command, the
other to obey @ one to be master, the other slave.  This rela-
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tion the Line thrust into Mr. Brancroft's ** General Order”
of 1846, already cited. Its ** Executive =~ clause has, from
the first, done nothing hut mischief’; it can continue to do
nothing else. It is the crowning injustice of the Line, with
no parallel in the Navy, nor out of it : a constant humiliation
and offence to the Staff'; at war with the spirit of equality
which this age and country cherish ; at war with every feeling
of dignity and self-respect, and at war with the peace and
harmony of the Navy. It is & wrong which the Staff have
borne with amazing forbearance. But the day may not be
distant in which they may, at length, be tired out of endur-
ance, and in which, (to quote the words of a distinguished
orator,) “*if penalty does not pause in the pugsuit, patience
may turn short on the pursner.”” The very Order of Mr,
Welles, above given, illustrates all we say.  An individual
offends ; and all the Staff of the Navy are reproved. We
know of no instance in which all the Line Officers have heen
““admonished " tor the offence of one of their number. We
have quoted the admonition of Mr. Mason, in 1848, in the
case of’ & Commodore in command of the African Squadron.
The Secretary reproved the offending Officer, but not all the
Line. It is high time that this unjust and mischievous
“ Executive " clause, fastened on the Staft Corps by (on-
gress, in 1834, should be consigned to the tomb of the

Capulets
¢ Forever in oblivion there to dwell.”

The Staftf should not tire in invoking Congress to crush it
“out as a constant offence, which, if applied to Line Officers,
they would drum out of the Navy, as it is out of the Army.
We have never known a Line Otlicer, who ranked the ** Exec-
utive Officer,”” to allow to the latter precedence nor authority ;
and only fictitious pretexts have been assngincd for setting an
o " Tfticer "' over a Staff Officer who ranks him.
‘¢ who is Chief of the Office of Detail, and the

ral of the Army, who are respectively the Ex-

of the Navy and War Departments, issue all

hovity of the Secretary " without which five

ild heed them ?  Let the Ofticer of Detail send
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to a Rear-Admiral an order, omitting the words ** by order of
the Secretary ;" and the Rear-Admiral would not be likely to
pronounce it **absurd 7 and ¢ preposterous ' to *r propose
to ** pause to ascertain whose command was thus proclaimed ™
before obeying the order. Here, as before, principles depend
on cirenmstances.  What a mockery, then, ix it to claim for a
ship's ¢ Kxecutive Ofticer *" any authority per se over a Staft
Ofticer of higher rank. As the medimmn of communication,
the ‘“Executive " is ever recognized ; and the Captain’s
orders through him are never questioned. But that a Lieu-
tenant, or Lieutenant Commander, under the new-fangled
name of ** Executive Officer,”” should, as the Captain’s ¢ Po-
lice " Officer, have precedence and authority over a Surgeon
of higher rank or earlier commission, is an outrage per-
petrated on the Staff to degrade them, and which, we repeat,
Surgeons should never tire of invoking Congress to crush
out, as the crowning injustice of the Line.

There was joy in the Line over this ‘“admonition ™" by the
Honorable Secretary, which could not have been more to their
taste had it been written by one of them ; for it will continue
to be urged in justification of all the Staff degradation that
they are striving to deceive Congress into. It is a ““drum
ecclesiastic ' for the Macbriars, Mucklewraths, and “Pound-
texts ot the Line to hammer away lustily on, as did the In-
fernal Peers of the Stygian Council, when they-.

¢ reasoned high
Of Providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate,
Fix'd fate, free will, foreknowledge absolute.”

“Ah! Diamond, Diamond, thou little knowest the mis-
chiet thou hast done,”” was the lament of Newton on an
occasion familiar to every school boy.  Such is the lament of
the Staff over the wrongs they have long suffered from the
Line; and such their lament over this ‘ admonition,’" by the
Secretary, of the hundreds of officers who are not charged
with having offended. Such things the Staff seem fated
to, as the doomed half of the Navy. Of the two urns .that
forever stood at Jove's right hand, their fortunes were drop-
ped into that of evil.  What Surgeon, had he known what

13
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he now does, would have wished to enter the Navy? Our
own conscience is guiltless of ever having recommended it to
any member of our profession; nor, from the tendency of
Naval life to warp and dwart the mind, have we ever advised
any youth to enter the Line Corps, notwithstanding its mo-
nopoly of all the good things of the Service. But our wrongs
are becoming known in the country: and few now seek the
Medical Corps; while the tide sets with undiminished force
to the Naval School at Annapolis.  If any youth, accustomed
to be treated like a gentleman, is hesitating whether to enter
the Medical Corps of the Navy, his doubts would be apt to
be settled should he chance to read the *‘General Order ™’
of the Honorable Secretary Touceyv, of the 17th* August.
1859, yet unrepealed, in which, after an expression of confi-
dence in the *“ humanity of the Medical Officers of the Navy
to respond to any appeal for their assistance whenever the
requisite aid cannot be obtained elsewhere,”” he compliments
them by adding : “*An exception may be made in favor of ves-
sels in distress, when, if necessary to secure the requisite
medical aid, the authority of the Commander may be inter-
posed.””  Tike the Irishman’s reciprocity, the compliment
here, after a sober, second thought, seems to he all on one
side.
T sny und straight unsay,” &c.,

was the scornful reply of ¢ the warrior angel ™" to the Spirit
ot Darkness on an occasion familiar to the readers of Milton.

Having now considered the incongruity of the clause in
Mr. Bancroft's Order, which gives to ** Executive Officers ™
precedence of Surgeons of higher rank, and the exaggerated
meaning, unsustained by the ‘¢ Regulations,”” which Line
Officers give it, an Order, which, as they failed to prevent it.
they thus strive to nullify, we proceed to inquire, why was
the Order asked for by the Surgeons? What was it intended
by the framer to mean? Why was it resisted by the Line?
And how have they interpreted and executed it?

It was asked for on account of no special object peculiar to
the Medical Corps, but for common reasons permanently
belonging to every corps in every military organization. the
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reasons precisely, and none other, for which rank was given
in the Line.  Rank is indispensable, and cqually so, to cvery
class of Ofticers in the Service and for the same purpose, viz:
to define the relations of the different corps and grades to
cach other. The dictum of the Line, repeated as an axiom,
that ** rank involves command,”” which underlies all their
notions in regard to the assimilated or relative rank of the
Staft Corps, we shall hope to show to be an error : an error
which, though often exposed, they still cling to as the sole
pretext for their opposition. For every reason which the
Line Ofticer has ever truly alleged why rank should be given
to him, for the swme reason does the Medical Officer allege,
and with equal truth, that rank should be given to him also.

Though we have stated briefly what, in our opinion, is
the important purpose of rank, viz, to mark the relations of
Officers to each other, (a view which we do not find in the
writings of Line Officers,) we have said nothing of the dis-
tinctions, honors, and privileges which are admitted to accom-
pany rank. These marks of distinction, these ** badges’ or
“insignia of rank,”’ even the Line do not ignore, on the
public account solely, in no degree on their own; as we arc
informed, in one of their pamphlets, that *‘the formal ob-
servances of ceremony in military institutions are not withont
their value. They were appointed in part to serve as the
distinguishing quality or badge of rank, and in part to
invest State occasions with a certain degree of sober dignity
and decorum. They constitute in & general way the ¢ pomp
and eircumstance * which form the prestige of the service,
and thus captivate and impose on the imagination, and pro-
duce a happy moral influence. In public processions it is
tound more conducive to the symmetry and picturesque effect
of the pageant to group ofticers of the same class together.
and more in accordance with the spirit of a military display
to give military men the prominent position.” The writer
has thought it worth while to ** merely mention ** this glitter
and gewgaw, this" pomp and pomposity of rank, as ¢ not
without their value.”” He immediately adds: ** But we
attach no especial value to mere rights of precedence in such
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cases, nor to the subordinate circumstances ot congruity and
harmony " ax it he felt that he had been too much dazzled
by the trappings of rank to sce anything else in it, and
recoiled from the frankness of his own admissions, We
would gladly accept thisx disavowal, did we find in the pam-
phlet of this chief of Line advocates any distinet declaration
of a higher estimate of the value of rank: for, except a
general expression of opinion that Staff rank would conflict
with the discipline and efficiency of the Service, he dwells
on nothing else in rank than its paraphernalia. The omne
iynotum pro magnifico lives uppermost in his mind, as in that
of other Line writers.  None of them undertake to show how
dircipline is impaired by Staff rank. They merely assert it,
as it generally admitted. Otherwise, they give it a wide
berth; so wide that it is beyond their ken. The most that
they say is that rank is given to one class of officers because
the *¢ public good '’ requires it, and that ‘it is not given to
another class of officers hecause the ** public good ™ does not
require it ; but it never vccurs to any of them to inform us
how these things are so.  They never tell us why, in demo-
cratic America, the Surgeon cannot rank with the Line
Ofticer, they being socially equal, whilst, in monarchical
Kurope, the Surgeon may rank with the most aristocratic
Line ofticer, without injury to discipline. These are import-
ant questions, to which, as already said, they give a wide
berth.

We have seen, near the beginning of this essay, with what
a dashing coup de main * Survey " disposes of the difficulty,
when, after the statement of the claim by the Staff Corps,
‘¢ that, as European navies have found it necessary to give
high rank to their Staff organizations, and because Congress
has conferred de fucto rank upon the Army Staft, the Engi-
neers, Paymasters, and Surgeons of the Navy ought, forsooth,
to be put upon an equal footing with them and with the
Line,”" he replies, with characteristic force and logie, ** as
for the examples of the Army, or of tforeign navies, they are no
more a precedent for our Navy than an equally untortunate
and absurd fact,” &c. Provokingly untortunate. indeed.
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for the Line, and kence provokingly absurd, but ¢ fuct not-
withstanding. **Survey "’ dislikes the fact, and calls aloud.
** Out, damned fact!""  Yet it sticks.

Line writers delight in reminding the reader that they are
disinterested, and Surgeons selfish, in wishing rank, but
show no proof of either, nor why rank is more needful to
one than to the other ; this may never occur to them, think-
ing their word sufficient. Line Officers say that Surgeons
are ambitious, and Line Officers are honorable men. They
are somewhat Uiberal in personal imputations and disparaging
epithets, which they *“ have felt it their duty ™’ to utter, but
generally close with kind words, and disclaimers of disre-
spect, on the principle, perhaps, that all is well that ends
well.  But the bitter conflict is soon renewed, and as often
ends in the same cuckoo song.

We say, then, that we have looked in vain in the pam-
phlets of Line Officers for any true reasons for giving to them
rank that the Surgeon will not readily accept as cqually
valid for giving the same to him; though we differ widely
from them in regard to the rature and purpose of rank, as we
shall have oceasion to explain.  Staff rank is the only remedy
for the ills that the Line forbode, in Cassandra tones, as the
consequence of conferring it. It acted like a charm in the
Army, and stilled the long troubled waters, notwithstanding
its ‘“absurdity ”’ in the opinion of *‘Survey.”’ And, despite
the predictions of the Line, it is, we do not doubt, the only
thing that will do it in the Navy. Without it there will
continue to be war : with it there will be peace.

With what an air of vagueness and mystery do Line
writers approach the question of the purposes of rank! And
how simple-hearted and child-like are their admissions!
How much honesty is there in the following : ¢ For the snp-
port of authority on board ships and in camps, it hax heen.
and still is, deemed necessary to invest those who are to ex-
cercise it with a degree of personal consideration entirvely dis-
tinet from their individual character. Tt is their robe of
office. One method of keeping this delegated importance
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constantly before the eyes of the governed is to require, upon
certain occasions, certain outward acknowledgments of its
existence.””  ** These little matters, so small as scarce to
admnit of a discussion,”’ are, the writer pleasantly adds, ** a
species of distinction, which, apart from a military character.
is bevond expression puerile and meaningless.””  ** Has the
world retrograded a century, that men of books are to aban-
don the highest fields of distinction, and turn to the muddy
streams of military renown?  Why, surely, there must be
something infectious in the aiv of military championship.
which can so bewilder the minds ot men of intelligence, men
above the average, perhaps, of ordinary society.™”

It has been said, *“ strip majesty of its externals, and it he-
comes a jest.””  This our writer has been doing with the Line.
He clothes them with the ** robe of office " to give them ** im-
portance ”" and **consideration ;" whilst the Surgeons, he
conceives, do not require ¢+ their position and worth to be en-
dorsed by the fiction of rank.””  Where, then, does the writer

Teave his brethren of the Line when he strips them of ¢ the

fiction of rank?"" And ix it for such a purpose as this that
the Government raises one portion of its citizens to a ** fie-
titious " superiority over their social equals? This is the
highest view which Line Officers seem to be able to take of
the objects of rank and its ceremonials, resolving them, under
the thin guise of public regard, into considerations of per-
sonal aggrandizement. Such notions as these infest the mil-
itary mind, which, from education and association, runs, un-
consciously to itself, in military ruts, rarely taking an out-
side view. We are aware that it takes a long time to educate
out of error, and are hence encouraged to persevere, having
confidence in the wltimate prevalence of right reason and
truth. We know that, for this end, we must surmount an
** Ossa upon Pelion " of ignorance and prejudice. when we
are met, among intelligent men in the community. as well as
in the Committee rooms of Congress, by the inquiry, ** What
do Surgeons want with rank? What can it add to their re-
spectability 2 Why can they not live on the counrtesy ot the
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Line ?"" These and like questions are readily asked, and as
readily answered : though the answers may not always be
appreciated ; as the best deseriptions of sound and color fail
to represent them to the deaf and blind. Since, however,
*‘seeing is believing, and feeling is the naked truth,”” we
would suggest to the incredulous a cruise in a man-ot-war as
a Surgeon, assured that he would return a convert to the we-
cessity of Staff rank for the ** public good.”  On that sub-
Jject Medical Officers are unanimous, as the result of that best
of teaching, experience. Would the Line of the Navy but
take counsel of a more enlarged experience than their own,
that of foreign navies, and of the Army, they would drop
their traditional opposition to Staff’ rank. which, though it
will ultimately die out, they have thus far successtully main-
tained from the mere force of numbers and military prestige.
aided by skilful political tacties. The present harmony be-
tween the Staft and Line of the Army, in contrast with the
former want of it, will induce the wisest among the Naval
Line Officers to yield opposition, for the sake of peace, even
against their life-long opinion, when they shall come to know
that their opponents are as determined as themselves.  And
the sooner they shall attain this wholesome knowledge the
better for both.  We express this hopetul view, knowing, the
while, their cherished reverence for ¢ time-honored =’ errors,
the abandonment of which these selt-constituted conservators
of the discipline, efficiency, peace, harmony, dignity, and de-
corum of the Navy, regard as fraught with direful conse-
quences, charging on it a catalogue of evils too long to be
here enumerated. This stereotyped cant, this paralytic puling,
has never deceived any body but themselves: and even they
now tire of drumming on it.

We have adverted to the recusancy of some of the Com-
manding Officers, in ignoring, under one pretext or another,
the General Orders of Mr. Bancroft and Mr. Mason confer-
ring Staff rank. ‘But the recusancy was not always ignored
by the Department, as will be seen by the following reply
to a reference to it in the case of a Lieutenant. who. on a
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mixed board appointed to inspect provisions, refused to yield
piecedence to a Purser, who was his senior:

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to ('ommodore .

** NavY DEPARTMENT,
» August 4. 1848.

¢ Com. ,
“Commanding U7, S. Squadron, ('oast of Africa:

*“Sir--Your dispatch, No. 36, of the 30th December,
1847, with its enclosures, has been received and considered.

**The question raised by Lieutenant R . and the
disposition made of it, have alike excited my surprise. The
terms of the general order are explicit, and admit of no
doubtful interpretation ; and the conclusion at which you
arrived, as well as the reasons given, admit of no other in-
terpretation, than that you did not deem it expedient to
enforce the general order of the Department.

*¢ It 1s not possible to conceive a case in which the propri-
ety of the order could be more apparent. In an inspection
of provisions, a Sea Lieutenant claims precedence over a
Purser of older standing in the service according to date of
commission.

‘“ There was no right of military command claimed by the
Purser ; and, if necessary, orders to the few men employed
could as well have been given by the Lieutenant, as a junior,
as if he were the senior member of the board.

** The Department has no doubt that Lieutenant R— -
assumed a precedence over Purser H—— - directly in con-
travention of the regulation; and, on all future occasions,
vou will be pleased to execute the order according to its letter
and spirit.

T am. very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

J. Y. Masox.”’

This admonitory letter from the Department, enjoining
observance of the ‘‘ General Orders,’” gave displeasure to the
Line ; for, eighteen months after its date, and when a new
Secretary had come in, one hundred and forty-seven of their
number took him to task about them, by addressing to him,
in March, 1830, a joint memorial, characterizing the * Or-
ders’’ as ‘“ vague, indefinite, and impracticable,”” and de-
claring that assimilated rank had been given ‘‘at the ex-
pense of the discipline and harmony of the service ;™" in con-
firmation of which statement they refer to the above-recited
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case, and to that alone, as ‘“‘involving a military solecism
without parallel, as recently exhibited in the Squadron on
the coast of Africa.”” This case, as correctly stated in the
Pamphlet to which we have referred, ** was simply one of
disobedience on the part of a lieutenant, who refused to
yield precedence to a purser who was his senior, in accordance
with the General Order, both being of a mixed -board, ap-
pointed to inspect provisions, a duty more german to the Staff
than to the Line. Had the lieutenant signed the report of
the board below the purser, it is difficult to conjecture in what
manner the discipline of the service, or the public good, could
have been impaired. The Secretary of the Navy, to whom
the case was referred, had ‘no doubt that Lieutenant R-— -
assumed a precedence over Purser H-- - - directly in contra-
vention of the regulation.” ™

These one hundred and forty-seven remonstrants, count-
ing on array of numbers, made bold to beard the Depart-
ment ; forgetting that the time has-been when less insubor-
dination than theirs has been known to lighten an officer of
his epaulets. These gentlemen it is, and such as these, that
constitute themselves the proprietors of the Navy, and the
sole guardians of its character and interests. They talk of
it, and of every person and thing in it, ag ‘“theirs;” ‘“my
ship,”" ““my officers,”” ** my crew,”” ‘“my command.”” They
exclaim, each one of them,

1)

*« Sec all things for my use '

’

They denounce as ““absurd,” ¢ preposterons,”” and ¢ de-
structive to the Service,”’ every Regulation of the Depart-
ment, and every law of Congress, touching ** their '’ Navy,
that accords not with their notions, and obey only such as
suit them. They wrangle bitterly about cach other’s rank ;
whilst, as against the Surgeons, they stand shoulder to
shoulder to defend the ‘“discipline,”” ¢ harmony,’” *“honor,”’
and ““dignity ** of the Navy. On this monopoly we forbear
other comment than in the familiar conplet

**And just as short of reason he must fall,
Who thioks all made for cne, not one for ull.”
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Nor was it alone in the Pacitic Squadron, where, as we
have seen, the ¢‘ General Orders ™" were ridiculed by a face-
tions (‘ommodore, nor yet in the Afriean Nquadron, where
they were fguored by an cecentric one. but, in the Medi-
terranean Squadron, an autocratic (ommodore proclaims, at
the start, **I am Secretary of the Navy kere,” and, *‘at one
fell swoop,”" abolishes, by a military coup de main, all Regu-
lations of the Navy Department, except such as have been
**approved by the President, (so far as they are in use.) and
my own Regulations tor the method and government of the
Squadron,”™ and all Orders of the different Bureaus, which,
by the act establishing the Bureaus, Congress has declared
to have the force and effect of’ Orders from the Secretary of
the Navy : this usurpation and rebellion announeed in cir-
cnlar orders to the Commanding Officers of the Squadron :
and all this notwithstanding a rvecall from a former com-
mand on the same station for like offences, by the following
Order: **An officer who debates, instead of obeyving, the
orders of the Departmént, is unfit to he trusted with the
interests of the Government.  Your successor has, therefore.
heen appointed : and you will return to the United States in
the way most convenient to yourself.™

Do the records of C'ourts-Martial and of Retiring Boards
warrant this assumption? Has any one of the thirty-two
Medical Officers on the Retired List been put there from
insubordination, immorality, disgrace, or from other than
physical causes, not aftecting character?  Not one. Con-
trast this tfact with the verdict of the Board of Line Officers,
of 1855, which retired fwo hundred and one (201) (‘aptains,
(‘ommanders, and Lieutenants, out of about five hundred :
one-halt of them, it is believed, or one-fifth of the whole
Line, from causes affecting their character as officers or as
men.

As a further illustration of the estimate by Line Officers
of their own Retired List, there is a movement among such
as do not relish their company, on the roscitur a sociis prin-
ciple, to effect, through Congress, the separation. in a dix-
tinct class, of those honorably retived from the others: a
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separation which might possibly reconcile to the honorable
division one of the distinguished Rear-Admirals. who. in
lately preferring his claim to be continued on the Active
List, sees the Retived List **under one cover an Asylumn
and a Botany Bay.”" These officers, with such a record
written by themselves, and who are ashamed of one-fifth of
their corps, are standing up against all other navies of the
world, in arrogating for their corps exclusive rank, with all
its privileges and honors : whilst (to quote their own lan-
guage) they would ** suffer’” the Surgeons as *¢ auxiliaries '
merely, and **not as essentials.””  Their cry is, ¢ Let us
alone:”’ and their assumption recalls the dogma of Dr.
Johnson, that ** the loudest yelps for liberty come from the
drivers of slaves.”’

We have answered, in extenso, the four questions asked.
Recapitulated, the answers are these :

1st. The order conferring rank on Surgeons was asked
for because rank, or definite relative position, is necessary
to every person in a military organization. This i a prin-
ciple underlying all government. Vattel declares the law
when he says: **The Government ought precisely to deter-
mine the functions, duties, and rights of all military men."
The multiform evils resulting from neglect of this principle
are depicted in the admirable extract, already gnven. from
the Report of Mr. Upshur.

2d. Tt was intended by its framer, Mr. Bancroft, to define
the position of Surgeonus in relation to cach grade of Line
Officers, and thereby put an end, in the language of Mr.
Upshur above quoted, to the ¢ disputes, contests, disorder,
and confusion '’ resulting from the former ‘“ uncertain condi-
tion of official rank and authority.”

3d. It was resisted by the Line solely becanse, inordinately
ambitious of personal aggrandizement and exaltation, and
of a monopoly of the honors and privileges of the Service,
they could, ax already stated,

< Bear, like the Twk, no brother neav the throne.”

4th. They have interpreted it to he, iu the words of
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“Survey,”” “a rank hwmbug ;' and they have executed it
by kicks.

That we may not be accused of stating uunfairly the posi-
tion of the Line Officers, we will give it in their own lan-
guage, as used in a Report to the Department in 1858 by
members of their own Corps, of the highest character. ‘It
is true,”’ they say, ‘‘ that the General Orders in view have
become legalized ; but still they confer nothing substantive
in the way of rank, nor anything that can justify the claims
of precedence and etiquette incident to substantive rank :
for rank without the authority to exercise military command
s as the shadow to its substance. The great object of mali-
tary rank s to enable ils possessor to exercise the command
and authority which it bespeaks, and, coupled with seniority,
to establish a regular order of succession to command. Pre-
cedence necessarily follows as a consequence of this rank:
nor can this state of things be interfered with without dis-
turbing palpably the efficacy of rank, lessening the au-
thority and consequence of those who hold it in the eyes of
others under them, more especially the crew at large, and
thus in fact impairing discipline and subordination.””

We have copied this full extract for the reason stated, and
also as the only exposition of Line writers on the subject.
All the others, to the extent of our knowledge, are curt,
positive, inexplicit, and confused. They utter their dictum,
and then leave it. Stating no reasons, they give no argu-
ment to be answered, and require their opponents to prove a
negative. The Line Officers who penned the Report from
which the above extract is taken expressly declare, in com-
mon with the rest of the Line, that the ‘“ General Orders
confer nothing substantive ; for that rank without command
is a shadow.”” Why, then, do they resist them? What
harm can a shadow do them? And why did the Department
reprove a Commodore for ignoring them? If they give
nothing and mean nothing, how do they account for the
triple fact that the Surgeons asked for them; that the
Department issued them ; and that Congress legalized them?
All three, then, have been deceived, the Surgeons especially :
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for they asked for a ‘*substantive’ good, and, in perfect
faith, accepted the “*Order’’ as such, little dreaming that it
was an illusion,

¢ Like Dead Sea fruits, that tempt the eye,
But turn to ashes on the lips.”

Thus far, then, the Department and Congress have utterly
failed to give to the Medical Corps anything which the Line
recognize and respect ; and the Surgeons are virtually, after
a fifty years' struggle, as destitute of acknowledged rank,
privileges, or legally-defined rights, as they were before it.
They have been signally defeated. )

Early determined to ignore an Order which they had eu-
deavored to prevent, and which, failing in this, they ham-
pered with an incongruous clause artfully foisted in, the Line
were at no loss for reasons. At first, it was ‘“illegal.” Con-
gress met this objection by legalizing it. Then, it was
““vague, indefinite, and impracticable.”” The Department
ruled that ‘“the terms of the (General Order are explicit, and
admit of no doubtful interpretation,’” and enjoined, for the
future, its execution, ‘* according to its letter and spirit.”’

But the argument of arguments against the ¢‘ Order,”” and
conclusive against Staff rank, is the dictum, controverted
whenever uttered, that rank and command are inseparable ;
that is, that there can be no rank without command, and no
command without rank; and, as a corollary, that the Order,
by giving to Surgeons rank, has given to them command,
or, not having given command, has not given rank, implying
that, but for the inseparable connection of rank as an inva-
riable antecedent, and command as an invariable consequent,
and the impossibility of conferring rank without, thereby,
conferring command, they would not object to Surgeons
having rank. When Staff rank is named, it is Staff com-
mand that they see: and hence it is the béte noive of their
thoughts even in the visions of the night.

The dictum of the Line, thus explicitly given, is expressed,
in brief and general terms, in extracts already made from
their writings; as, for instance, we are told that ** the great
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object of military rank is to enable its possessor to exercise
the command and authority which it bespeaks.””  **Survey ™’
ulso expresses briefly but clearly the same idea, when he
says: ‘‘After all, (of) what good is rank without the privi-
leges and right to command which necessarily pertain to it.”’
Another Line writer phrases the idea thus: ¢ Rank for the
purposes of command ;" **a power to be exercised for the
purpose of its institution over those who have no such power
or rank.”” AN their writings that we have seen say the
same thing; that rank confers command, or, as some of them
modity the expression, ** the legal competency to command.”’
On this they base their objection to giving Surgeons rank :
and yvet it seems never to have occurred to any one of them
(whose writing we have seen) to do more than utter the
dictum, without one fact or reason in support of it, as if it
were as universally admitted as that two and two make four.
The position, then, of the Line, as stated many years ago,
by a distinguished officer, now a Rear-Admiral, in a Pan-
phlet of standing authority, (a text-book, indeed, it has heen
stvled,) is that the Line are exclusively the ‘“ military branch,”’
that ** the great aims and objects of the Navy are military,
and the conduct, control, and management of it were designed
to be, and must of necessity be, absolutely military. Asa
mere appendage and auxiliary in the carrying out of thix
scheme, parties engaged in the pursuits of civil life are re-
sorted to.””  **The CVeil branch derive their designation from
the complexion of their functions, which are eminently of the
civil kind, as distinguished from the military. This branch
wists of Surgeons, and accounting officers styled pursers.”’
1eral conclusions '’ are ‘“that rank and
t by the (Government exclusively to carry
purposes, and that they are not given as
listinction, except so far as they are need-
the objects in view. They are given in
15 to the military class, ax indispensable
ng its duties; and, on the other hand.
to the Civil branch, because the peculiav

-anch in nowise depend on them.™
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We have preferrred to let the writer speak, i ertenso, for
himself, rather than run the risk of doing him injustice by
giving his views in a few words of our own, and, particularly,
as he has said so much that we shall endeavor to controvert,
the soundness of which the Line rely on as rvital to their
cause. The writer's *“conclusions '™ are his opinions un-
donbtedly, or were so, at least, at the time: for, lower on
the same page. he tells us, under a shift of opinion, that ‘it
would be vain to attempt to trace the origin of rank to any
well-defined law:"" and that ‘“the order of rank is derived
from naval custom or usage from time immemorial.”” It
is anterior to any laws that have been passed on the subject.”’
The statements are in conflict with each other : and neither
is in harmony with the facts. To him, and other writers of
the ** military branch,”” who reach ¢“ conclusions ' as he does,
we commend the monition of Curran: 1 am aware, my
Lords, that truth is to be sought only by slow and painful
progress ; I know, also, that error is in its nature flippant
and compendions: it hops with airy and fastidious levity
over proofs and arguments, and perches upon assertion, which
it calls conclusion.”’

Their dictum, in a word, is that the Line are the ¢ mili-
tary branch ”’ of the *“ military institution,”” and can alonc
have ‘“military rank,”” which embodies ¢ authority’’ and
**command ;"’ whilst the Staff are the ¢ ('tedl branch,”’ ¢ an
adjunct,”” ‘‘a mere appendage,”” ‘“ wholly subordinate in a
military point of view,”’ their ‘‘ connection with the Navy
incidental and not direct,”” and, as they can have no ‘“au-
thority”” nor  command,”” they ean, therefore, have no
“rank.”

Had the dictum been set torth that the Line are (aucasian,
and the Staff Mongolian, and that the fair Caucasian must
have rank, and the yellow Mongolian be denied it. it would
not have been more contrary to fact and reason than is the
present dictum of the Line: for, while it is a fact that the
Line are (‘faucasian. and are military, it is wof a fact that the
Staft are Mongolian, and arc civilians.  The designation of
the Staff as ““civilians 77 and ** non-combatants,”” terms un-
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known in Military vocabularies, was gotten up for the sole
purpose of denying them rank. There is no ¢ivil branch in
a military institution. There are no non-combatants in a
ship in battle. At all times, either none fight, or all fight ;
even if that circumstance had any true relation to the ques-
tion of rank. This whole matter has been so well stated by
others, that we cannot improve their language.  One of them
wrote in 1858: ¢ The Navy being essentially a military in-
stitution, all its members partake of a military character, and
are alike amenable to its orders, regulations, restraints, and
punishments. Hence the necessity that cvery class should
have some fixed, well-defined position, leaving nothing to
uncertain courtesy, or the illy defined ‘usages of the ser-
vice."”” Another writer, whose admirable pamphlet we have
specially commended, reasoned thus conclusively on the sub-
ject in 18350: *“ Al men who are necessary to complete a
military organization, whether for an army or navy, are mil-
itary men, because they are governed by military laws. The
military character ot men of an army or navy is not depend-
ent upon the nature of their duties; but grows out of the
military manner or fashion according to which their duties
are performed. In an army or navy, every man acts accord-
ing to military regulation : he eats, drinks, sleeps, dresses,
and moves his body ; he takes medicine, even ; submits to sur-
gical treatment, when necessary : worships God, dies and is
buried, all according to military rule. A military spirit and
manner extend through every department and ramification
of every well-constituted military community, of which no
member can be, correctly speaking, a civil officer, or civilian.”’
The writer justly adds: *‘Any act, the performance of which

v be rightfully compelled by military law, is a military

; washing, cooking, sweeping, serubbing, horse-shoeing,
veying land, building houses, erecting forts, are as much
Ttary acts, when their performance can be enforced by mil-
ry laws, as charging and firing cannons or muskets in the
e of an enemy. Splicing a rope, washing decks, setting
1 taking in sail, are daily acts both in merchant vessels
1 ships-of-war ; on board the former, they are civil acts,
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because the order or command to execute them is sustained
only by the civil law ; but, on boardeof the latter, it can be
enforced only by military law ;. and thus commonplace acts
of civil life are converted into military duties and perform-
ances. In this sense military command and raval command
are synonymous ; although the former term by. custom is
commonly restricted to an army on shore, the military char-
acter of the navy not being generally perceived. In common
parlance, the navy i not included as a branch of ‘the mili-
tary profession ;' nevertheless, it is essentially a military ser-
vice, wnd should he so considered always by legislators.”’
How this lucid and conclusive exposition scatters the dictumn
of the Line, that the Staff are civilians, mere outsiders, not
within the ‘“ military branch ’’ of the ‘* military institution,”’
and cannot, therefore, have rank, which is an exclusively
military badge. To be consistent, the Line should reason
thus: Should an Assistant Surgeon disobey the Commander,
be tried and dismissed, it would be the case of a civil officer
committing the military offence of disobeying the military
order ot his military superior. Should he disobey the Sur-
geon, it would be the case of a civil officer committing the
civil oftence of disobeying the civil order of his civil superior :
the dismission, in the former case, being military; in the
latter, civil. The junior Medical Officer, then, has only civil
relations with the Senior, as if outside of the ¢‘ military in-
stitution ;' whilst the Line Officer’s relations to both are ex-
clusively military. 1t may be that the Line dictum was not
intended to be carried to its logical results, bhut conveniently
to stop when it had reached its purpose ; so that Surgeons are
civilians only on the ““rank’’ question. But, woe betide the
transgressor of military law.

< Off with his head ; so much for Buckingham.”

Such is Line logic, half-horn, arrested in midbirth, like
Milton’s lion-

** Pawiog to get frce his hinder parts.”

Had these critical reformers of Naval terminology been




6o

willing to forego the happiness of designating  themselves
- the exclusively military branch.”” and their rank - the
exclusively military rank.”” terms appropriate to the Army
in all its > branches ™ and all its = ranks.”" and. with a just
coneeption of the meaning of ** rank’" as one and the same
in all its varied applications, been content to use it alone
and without prefix, in its only sense. a proper use of it as
applicable equally to «ll corps of officers. or, in its especial
and distinetive application  to  their own  profession, to
designate the rank of all naval ofticers simply naval rank.
(as the rank of all Army officers is designated merely - rank,”’
or. distinctively. ** mditary rank.” ) they wonld have spared
themselves the unpleasant necessity ot excluding the Staff
Corps from naval rank: unless thev excluded them from the
Navy, and treated them as **appendages.”” hangers-on, by
sufferance.”” on its outskirts. By this use of the one word
- rank.”” or the substitution of the words **naval rank ™" for
- military rank. " some of ** the exclusively military branch ™’
would have been saved all their present confusion and per-
plexity. Throw the military interloper overboard, and the
Navy will embrace in its ample folds the whole brotherhood
of officers, the now excluded. as well as the included half.
The Army. more hospitable, finds room for «/l under the
appropriate designation of military.

Any Line writer. who may wish to be informed who are
< Civil Officers"" in the Navy, may find an enuwmeration of
them in *¢ the Statutes relating to the Navy of the United
States 7 recently codified by authority. Chapter VIL. page
20, They are Civil FEngineers and Storekeepers at Navy
Yards. Storekeepers on foreign stations. Pyrotechnist, and
sundry specified officers temporarily emploved at a Navy Yard.
Thexe are all the officers whom the law calls ** Civil Officers,”™
and Staft Officers are not embraced in the list, to the discom-
titure of the Line whose favorite sneer at the Statfis. Oh! they
are = mere civilians ;7 they dont *point the guns ™7 what
do they know about == military principles?”” = Their only duty
is to obey us 27 they dont belong to the == Navy proper.”” Till
sthe  period of erecntive interruptions.”” in which Messrs.
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Bancroft and Mason filled their heads with ‘“ ambitious =
notions of ** personal aggrandizement,”” they lived on our
sceourtesy T and ctforbearance.” which, in all reason, should
have been suflicient.

In considering the dictum of the Line, that rank involves
command, the first inquiry is, what is rank?  As commonly
used, it is row or line; orvder, class, series, relative station,
grade ; degree of dignity, eminence, or excellence ; in mili-
tary matters, degree, grade, as the rank of Captain.  Hence,
to rank, as an active verb, means to place abreast in a row,
or in a line; to range: to place in a particular class or
order; to class; to arrange methodically ; to classify ; and,
as a neuter verb, to be ranked or ranged ; to be placed ; to
have rank, order, or grade ; to have a certain grade or degree
of elevation in the orders of civil or military lite. The
whole meaning of rank, in all its varied applications, in both
civil and military life, is included in the above definitions :
not one of which necessarily implies authority. This, when
it exists, comes from another source. It may, or may not,
coexist with rank. Generally, it does not  and is never de-
rived from it.  Even when the word **rank " is used alone to
imply high rank, high place or station, dignity, eminence,
nobility. &c., no idea of authority over others is conveved.
but merely that of high place, precedency, or priority, rela-
tively to others. High rank implies precedency, but nof
authority over low rank. A duke precedes a marquis, but has
no authority over him: a marquis none over an earl; nor an
earl over a viscount: nor a viscount over a baron ; nor any
of them over a peasant, by virtue of rank. The gradations
of rank mark merely their relative place in the social ov offi-
cial seale the position of higher or lower, of before or
after, and the degree of honor and privilege, of respect and
ceremony, of right and immunity, pertaining, as a deter-
minately and precisely defined, well-understood system of
rights and privileges, to each place, and to each individunal
oceupying it, irrespectively of «ll personal considerations,
whether of merit or authority.  As respects anthority. each
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grade, so far as mere rank is concerned, is as independent of
all the others as if they had no existence.

As is social rank, so is, what the Line denominate, military
rank ; a designation dwelt on by them as implying two kinds
of rank. This is another dictum, for which they offer neither
facts nor reasons; an ‘‘ assertion on which they perch, and
which they call conclusion.”” As social rank is the relative
position of a civilian, so military rank (so-called) is the rel-
ative position of a military man. Rank in one case means
exactly what it does in the other, and is conferred for the
same purpose, viz: to secure to its possessor certain rights,
honors, privileges, and immunities, which are known to
belong to it, whether authority exist or not. The subjects
alone differ. One is a civilian, whose rank marks his place
in society ; the other a military man, whose position in the
military organization is designated by his rank. In each it
determines the extent of his distinctive privileges, which are
recognized wherever the rank, which defines and measures
them, is known. Military writers make no recognition of a
distinctively military rank ; since they give to the world no
technical nor peculiar meaning, but define it to be ‘“ the rel-
ative situation or grade which officers hold with respect to
each other, or to different departments of Service.”” As
well might a threefold definition be given to the word ** pro-
fession ’’ in its application to theology, to medicine, and to
law, or a twofold definition to the word *“officer,”” in its‘zippli-
cation to the Army and to the Navy, as to give a definition
to the word ‘* rank’’ that should vary with every application.
We should have, in that case, as distinct varieties, not social
and military rank alone, but ccclesiastical, judicial, diplo-
matic, ministerial, legislative, executive rank, and, in fine,
as many distinct ranks, cach essentially different {rom all
the others, and, consequently, requiring a distinct definition,
as there are different relations in which classes and individ-
uals can stand to each other. Such tampering with the
meanings of words, and for snch a purpose as that of prop-
ping up individual fancies and vagaries, would nnsettle all
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knowledge of language, and frustrate all attempts at lexi-
cography.

The dictum of the Line that ¢ rank bespeaks command,”’
and cannot, therefore, be given to Surgeons, rests on this
plausibility, it on any, that command, where it exists, ob-
serves, in its descent, as a general rule, the order of rank.
This it does, not because command flows from rank, but
because, in every corps, each separate grade of officers has
its distinct sphere of duties, each succeeding sphere in the
ascending scries rising in importance as the grade rises in
rank ; so that there is maintained throughout, in each corps,
@ correspondence between an officer’s rank and the importance
of his duties. 'There are two other correspondences. The
former is that of merit. An officer’'s merit and claim to
distinction keep pace with his rank. A Lieutenant’s merit
is greater than that of a Midshipman; a Commander’s than
a Lieutenant’s ; and a Captain’s than a Commander’s. These
officers are justly entitled to advance in rank, with its cor-
respondent privileges and honors, as they advance in merit.
The latter correspondence is that between progressive rank
and progressive professional  knowledge and competency.
Length of service gives increased competency; and to in-
creased competency is awarded increased rank. Hence, as
““command’’ is veserved for the highest competency, it’is
reserved only for the highest rank. We have three condi-
tions, then, for which ‘“command’” is reserved, viz, the
highest sphere of duties, the highest merit, and the highest
professional knowledge, together constituting one qualifica-
tion. These three conditions combined, tria juncta in uno,
which are attained only after long service, centre only in
officers who have relatively the highest rank; and, conse-
quently, it is on such alone that “ command’’ is bestowed by
the Department.

This is the almost uniform rule, with the reasons for it,
that governs the detail of officers, and the assignment of
duty. When Line Officers are ordered to & ship or station,
each class of officers and each individual officer has his ap-
propriate sphere of duty. The highest sphere is that of
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*command ;" and command consequently centres where the
conditions of command centre ; and as the highest rank has
been conferred on the highest conditions, the command, due
to the highest conditions, is conferred on the highest rank.
Hence it is that, in each corps, command. when it erists.
devolves, as a rule, on the relatively highest in rank. There
have been occasional exceptions in special cases; as where.
during the late war, officers have served in a squadron under
their inferiors in rank. In these exceptional cases. the
highest qualifications were thought to be reached short of
the highest rank.

We have thus endeavored to show how Line Oflicers, mis-
taking tlic post hoc for the propter hoe, may have fallen into
the error of supposing that because, for the sufficient reasons
above given, command is, as a rule, conferred on the highest
in rank, the command flows from the rank. It is rightly
conferred on the officer in whom «re centred the highest
sphere of duties, the highest relative merit, and the highest
professional competency; and these are all supposed to centre
in the highest rank. Lt is only in special and exceptional
cases, where the contrary is believed to exist, that a departure
is ventured on from an otherwise rigidly observed and jeal-
ously guarded rule. How regardless of personal merit and
desert; how crushing to all incentive to excel: how unob-
servant of the public interests, would be a caprice that should
place a young officer in command over his seniors and supe-

hing that can give claim to command. The
s the unquestioned power thus wantonly to
founded on a just regard for the public inter-
‘laims of ofticers.  This power it would not
conferred by Congress, it rank, over which
1t has no control, embodied command. It is
n the same individual, of command and the
elatively to others in the same corps that has
7 mistake of supposing that the same relation-
ank and command runs down to the foot of
the contrary, there is but one command, and

. Inoany given corps, one individual alone
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has sole command of all over whom he is placed in authority.
He has agents under him to do his lawful biddings, to execute
his rightful orders: but they can originate no orders. All
these come from the head, who is alone responsible for them.
The responsibility of the agents is for their execution ; and,
in this, they act under the orders of their superior.  This is
the rigid rule in civil and in military organizations, without
which there could be no order and no discipline. For every
individual who has rank with command there are many who
have rank without it.  The theory of rank and authority.
establishing the relations hetween individuals in every organ-
ization, whether civil or military, ix, for reasons common to
them all, everywhere the same. The Navy is no exception
to the theory, though it seems to be so to the understanding
of it. Naval officers inherit some of their notions, which
come by tradition or transmission, and are held in perpetuity
as naval lore.  The dicta of seniors they aceept with unques-
tioning faith, as from the high-priests of their profession.
Early accustomed to prompt obedience of orders, they grow
early accustomed to prompt acceptance of naval dicta, which,
once implanted in the mind, are hard to be eradicated. As
in the onset of battle, so isx it in their educational training:

*¢ Theirs not to reason why:
Theirs but to do and die.”

Hence it is, that, having been told at the outset of their
career that rank and command are inseparable, and that the
former invariably, and necessarily, confers the latter, the
great article of their naval creed, thus early learned, is fixed
in their minds for life.

We have thus considered the only plea that suggests itself
to us for the Line dictum, that rank carries command. That
dictum is a necessity : it is the arm with which they have
battled against Staftf rank for half a ceutury ; they cannot do
without it ; for, that gone, what have they left? They wisely
announced it as a dogma for, as such, it gained a credence,
which, with any reasous that they could have offered, would
have been denied it. It passed, unquestioned, as an article
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of faith, into the mind of their corpa : and there it has taken
root. Let us, then, examine it.

Whence comes rank? This question was raised on the
appearance of the ¢ General Orders’’ of 1846 and 1847. The
Line complained of them as unjust to Lieutenants, from their
giving to Surgeous and Pursers of twelve yvears' service the
rank of Commanders ; and Congress was invoked to abro-
gate'them on the ground of illegality. A lawyer was em-
ployed by both the Line and the Staff to argue this question :
each of whom had ingennity enough to

*« Make the worse appear the better reason ;™

one claiming that Congress was the sole source of rank ; the
other that the Executive also was competent to confer it.
While Congress was, as stated, invoked by the Line to annul
the “* Orders,’’ it was urged by the Staff to legalize them:
which legalization took place in 1834.

Though the Line were probably right on the legal question,
which furnished them a convenient objection to the odious
“Orders,”’ vet the legalization did not disarm their opposi-
tion, which readily found other pleas.

The general opinion seems now to be (it it were ever other-
wise) that law alone creates rank, which is above Executive
authority, either to give, vary, or take away. The Line, at
least, will not now object to our accepting this view, which
they had so lately found it convenient to urge against Staff
rank.

It being conceded, then, that rank comes rightly from Con-
gress alone, we have now but to show that the Executive is
the sole source of command : that is, the President, through
the Navy Department. The Department itself recognizes
no other. This recognition pervades the ‘‘ Regulations for
the government of the Navy ’’ of 1865, wherein every con-
ceivable condition of command is provided for. No person

iwsume command of a vessel without publicly reading,
assembled officers and crew, his appointment to the
ind ; and the succession to command is provided for,
ySecond Captains of Mizzen-top. The ¢“ Regulations ™
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define the limits of command, guard it against interference
and encroachment, secure it from the unauthorized authority
of Seniors, allow no iota of command or authority to rank
alone, but, recognizing the Department as their only source,
forbid all assumption of command, and all-exercise of authori-
ty, not proceeding either immediately or mediately from itself.
This prohibition is enjoined in every ‘¢ Regulation ** touching
authority and command. Kven emergencies are provided for
by instructions, so as to leave without the' excuse of igno-
rance the officer who should presume on his rank to exercise
authority or control. For the reasons given, the Depart-
ment observes, as a general rule, the order of rank, in the
assignment to command. Did the rank, which Congress
gives, determine this assigniment, the Department could have
no discretion in the matter.

It would thus appear that, whilst r«nk is conferred by the
Legislative Department of” the Government, command is con-
ferred by the Executive ;: that, whilst the former is permanent
and ubiquitous, the latter is temporary and local. Rank is
subject to no control but from Congress : command comes and
goes at the will of the Department, and is limited to the
sphere defined in the appointment to the particular command.
No two officers, even of the same grade or class, can have
exactly the same rank : officers of the same corps rank with
each other in the order in which their names are set down in
the Navy Register. (‘ommands may be equal, and contermi-
nous or collateral, without interference, encroachment, ri-
valry, or superiority of authority in one over the other.
Command is often put off, or dormant ; rank, never. Rank
has, at no time, any authority ; command has a specific, defi-
nite authority, over a definite number of persons, within a
definite sphere, at a definite locality, for a definite purpose.
beginning and ending at a definite time ; before which and
after which it is as completely null as if it had never existed.
Command is active, restless ; often noisy and disturbing :
sometimes demonstrative, ostentatious, arrogant and en-
croaching ; at others, patronizing, superserviceable, and over-
zealous : but generally short-lived : it operates, for a time.
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on others, exacts their, otften unwilling, obedience. and then
dies.  Rank, on the contrary, is quiet, disturbs nobody.
merely protects from encroachment and interference, secures
the immunities and privileges due to its position, and lives
securely in tranquil dignity, respected, and knowing no death,
nor even decay.  Were the case otherwise : did rank always
carry command, the ranking, or senior ofticer of the Navy
would be, at all times, the commanding officer : and each
officer, in order from the first, would command all below him.
But such is not the fact ;" nor could it be without endless con-
fusion, and conflict of command, and interference of the
higher anthorities with all below them, causing an incessant
clash of conflicting orders, fatal to all system, and, indeed.
to the Navy itself. Who could know, without a Navy Re-
gister always in hand, whose order first to obey, whose
second, and whose third?  No service conld make provision
for such a complex administration as this ; nor do the Laws
and ‘‘ Regulations " prescribe rules for its execution.  And
where would the Secretary of the Navy be all this time?
Would he be complacently seated aloft, looking serenely down
on the wild conflict, which he would be powerless to control :
with no trident, like that of the fabled Monarch of the Seas.
to still the troubled waters?

** Quos ¢ jo—sed molos preestat componere fluctus,
Sic ait, et dicto citius timida wquora placat,”

We think that what we have said shows clearly how im-
possible it is that rank can carry command, even without
any statement of the aclual fact. The impossibility of the
thing ought to be enough, without a knowledge of the actu-
ality. But here we have both ; for we actually know that
the fact is that rank does not carry command. This is shown
by the Navy Register at any time : as, for instance, on the
first of January, 1868, of the eleven grades of Line Officers,
numbering, including the graduated midshipmen, seven
hundred and twenty-eight, with recognized rank, less than
one-third of the whole number could claim to ex-
command ; and, in all cases, this was femporar
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ferred by the Department for the performance of a specific
duty. The others, though with rank, had absolutely no com-
mand. Such is, at all times, the case, and should silence
the dictum of the Line, on which they profess to base their
objection to Staff rank, as an innovation fraught with ruin
to the service.

A loose way of speaking of rank has sometimes confounded
it with grade.  We speak of the rank of Captains, and of
the grade of Captains: but the ideas are different. The
grade of Captains means the class of Captaing, as distinet
from any, or every, other class of officers, and includes the
whole number of Captains.  The rank of’ Captains is either
the position of the entire grade, or class, of Captains rela-
tively to that of every other grade of oflicers, of what corps
soever; or it is the position of cach (aptain relatively to that
of every other officer, whether of his own grade or corps, or
of any other grade or corps.  Thisdistinction between grade
and rank is clearly expr essed in the act of July 16, 1862,
creating the present organization of the Line Corps: begm-
ning thus: * That the active list of Line Officers of the
United States Navy shall be divided into nine grades, taking
rank according to the date of their commissions in each
grade.”” Here grade and rank are rightly distinguished :
the former meaning class or aggregate number, the latter
relative place or precedence.  This distinction was over-
looked in the act of February 7, 1815, authorizing the
President to create a Board of (fommissioners, to be consti-
tuted of three officers of the Navy, whose rank shall not be
below a Post-Captain.  The word “*rank’” is here obviously
misused for *“grade,’”’ the purpose of the act being to ereate
a Board of Officers selected from the grade, or class, of Cap-
tains, with no intention either of establishing rank, or of rec-
ognizing it as already established ; though some of the Line
have contended for this latter implieation, as it all legisla-
tors were unerring philologists.  These same Line writers
have been at a loss to trace rank to direct legislation, and
have hence sought it in implication. as a legal right, or in
long usage, having the force of law, as a prescriptive right.
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When it is recollected that, till lately, every Captain made
the ‘*usage’” in the ship which he commanded, and that
immemorial usage can exist only among a henighted people,
with whom is no progress, we see that there can be no es-
tablished usage in our Navy on any subject, unless it shall
consent to stand still whilst all other navies move on.
Usage is a blind guide, or, worse, an ignis fatuus; for what
has been more erratic than Naval usage? But Congress has
not left rank to usage, or custom, as some of the Line writers
contend, but has established it on the sure foundation of law.
A statute organizing, or reorganizing, the Nary, or any
corps of it, establishes the rank, or precedence, of the several
grades composing the corps, by the order in which it arranges
them from above downwards. The law thus determines the
order of precedence, or rank, of the respective grades rela-
tively to each other. It does more. It directs that the offi-
cers shall ** take rank aceording to the date of their commis-
sions in ecach grade.”” We have here legally established
rank, not only for each grade, but for each officer in the
grade ; the commission which Congress gives to the officer
designating his grade, his number in it, and the date of his
commission. All this is made clear by the act of July 16,
1862, quoted above.  As to relative rank between the officers
of the several corps of the Navy, and between those of the
Army and the Navy, that also ix a matter of direct legis-
lation.

We have said that, in reorganizing the Line Corps in
1862, Congress established nine grades, viz: from Rear-
Admiral to Midshipman. Two higher grades were, soon
afterwards, created, whether to last, or to lapse with the
present incumbents, remains to be seen.  Congress may have
meant them as personal honors, to reward eminent individual
merit, and may choose to hold them in reserve as high incen-
tives, rather than cheapen them by transmitting them to
others, who thus-

- might in opinion stand
Their rivals, winning cheap the high repute,
Which they through hazard huge had earned.”
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As at present constituted, however, the Line Corps is com-
posed of the eleven following grades, viz: Admirals, Vice-
Admirals, Rear-Admirals, Commodores, Captainy, Com-
manders, Lieutenant Commanders, Lieutenants, Masters,
Ensigus, Midshipmen, on hoth the active and retired lists.
The commissions, given by Congress, through the President,
to these officers, state their grade and date, and thus deter-
mine their exact rank, which is thereby unmistakably fixed
to each ofticer by law. He has but to consult his commission,
or, more easily, the Navy Register, (which, in ranking the
officers, is compiled from the commissions,) in order to know
his exact place. The latter official document gives him.
moreover, the exact place of every one of his fellows of the
Line: tells him and them where each one stands, and maps
out before them at a glance the whole order of rank estab-
lished by the law. The question, for example, being to
determine the rank of A. I’., his commission tells him that
he was appointed a Commander in the Navy from the 31st
August, 1867 and the same information is repeated in the
Navy Register of January 1, 1868, with the additional in-
formation that he then stood at the foot of the list of Com-
manders, all the officers above him thking rank and prece-
dence of him, and he of all below.

Is it not, then, passing strange that, with such direct and
precise legislation to establish rank, no Line writer has, to
the extent of our knowledge, given a more satisfactory ac-
count of the matter than the following ?

It wonld be vain to attempt to trace rank to any well-
defined law.  Our general system is borrowed from British
rule ; and we have embodied the British ideas of rank, so far
as they were applicable.  The order of rank existing with us
hefore the period of executive interruptions (meaning the * Gen
eral Orders’ of 1846 and 1847) is derived from naval custom or
usage from time immemorial it enters into every rule of dis-
cipline, and is acted upon in the daily and familiar routine of
duty in every ship afloat. It isanterior to any laws that have
heen passed on tLe subject ; but so far as a principle so man-
ifest and so familiar to naval life could be strengthened, it is
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confirmed and fortified by a variety of legal enactments. In
the laws distributing prize moncy, the leading idea was to
proportion the shares to the grade ; and, accordingly, we find
that to the surgeons and pursers falls a smaller share than
to Heutenants, and that, in the order of enumeration, they
occupy an inferior place.” '

The above extract trom the Pamphlet already quoted,
written some twenty years ago by the Line’s chiet disputant,
is their only exposition, that we know of, of ¢ the origin of
rank.””  So, **we have embodied the British ideas of rank.”’
which are those of a titled aristocracy. Has the writer vet
to learn that the Revolutionary war killed those ideas, as
completely as did the late war kill those of secession?  The
Declaration of Independence recognizes noaristocracy, neither
in the Navy nor out of it, and no ** British ideas of rank *’ on
any subject. Thesum, then, is this: that rank is not traceable
to any ** well-defined law ™" that *“the order of rank is de-
rived from naval custom or usage from time immemorial,”’
“enters into every rule of discipline,”” **is anterior to any
laws on the subject,”” but **ix confirmed by various legal
enactments,”” for example. **the laws distributing prize-
money, in which the leading idea was to proportion the
shares to the grade.”” the inference being that Lieutenants
must rank Surgeons and Pursers beeause named before them
in this act, and awarded more prize-money. This act of
April 23, 1800, distributing prize-money, names the several
grades of" officers in four articles. according to the share
allotted to cach.  In each article, except the first, both
commissioned and warrant officers are named.  For instance.
Satling-masters, who are warrant officers,.are in the second
article; whilst the third contains Chaplains, Lieutenants of
Marines, Surgeons, and Pursers, who are commissioned.  The
third article containg, also, four classes of Warrant Officers,
whilst, in the fourth. are placed Assistant Surgeons, who
have commissions.  Yet our writer infers the order of rank
from the classification of officers in the prize-money act.
The Navy Commissioners, under date of January 23. 1817,
expressed, on the contrary, to the Secretary of the Navy, the
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opinion that ** this classification is merely to specify the sum
to which Surgeons are entitled in the distribution of prize-
money, and neither involves any general idea of equality,
nor imposes any necessity of associating with inferiors.””

The Line writer continues thus: *‘Again, in acts passed
in 1794 and 1797, providing for an increased naval arma-
ment : in the pay bill of 18351 and in the Navy Register,
printed annually since 1815, the same order of enumeration,
so far as respeets the two branches of the service, has been
always serupulously observed.™

Here, again, the writer errs: for the **order of emumera-
tion "’ varies in the above documents, and leads to no infer-
ence in regard to rank.  In the Navy Register, each corps
in all its grades stands entire, the Line Corps first © so that
Midshipmen stand above all Staff Oflicers, for convenience
of classification.  IFor like convenience, perhaps, onr author
makes one classification to answer for all purposes, viz: for
““rank,”” for ** prize-money,”" in the ** bills providing for an
increased naval armament,”” in the * pay bill.”" and in the
*“ Navy Register.” This saves trouble, and aids the mem-
ory. but is bad for the facts, whose inexorable logic is made
to give way to the more inexorable necessity of subordinating
Surgeons and Pursers to all Line Ofticers. Such are the
ravings of dexperation in its determination to arshal every-
thing into its serviee, in its mad crusade against Staff rank.
What a delusion, thus to sece everyvthing arrayed against
Staff Officers. ** bristling its angry crest,”” as if they were
the fabled ** one-c¢yed monsters o the deep.™”

* But this eternal blazon must not be
To cars of flexh and blood ™

Several of the Line writers have gravely inguired if it is
scnecessary for the due effect of medical remedies that the
preseribing power should enjoy what is called ‘rank.”  Is it
requigite for the proper amputation of an arm?  Will honor
set o leg?” These are sensible, practical questions, and
should be answered.  They seem to be tavorites, and to be
thought posers, admitting but one answer. It had been
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kind, had these anxious inquirers asked and answered the
kindred and equally sensible and practical questions, Can
rank reef topsails > 'Will honor tack ship? Perhaps it did
not occur to them that one answer would suit both sets of
questions. In the absence of any aid from the Line in the
answer, we will state, from individual experience, what ix
doubtless the general experience, that we have seen young
officers ahroad awaiting, with hope deferred, the news of
their promotion to higher honors and emoluments, balancing
hetween hope and fear as to whether they were soon to be
made happy by the arrival of their new commissions, when,
on some pleasant spring morning, with all nature smiling
around them, a vessel, with the Stars and Stripes, arrives
from the United States.  She brings the anxiously expected
commissions.  Bright eves and beaming faces bespeak the joy
of their receivers.  Congratulations are offered ; the recipients
of new rank are welcomed to their new position, and, with a
delighted sense that the Government has thus recognized their
just claims, manifest their joy, ofttimes even to ¢ the wet-
ting " of their new commissions.  They enter cheerily on their
new duties, with an elastic, bounding step, and when, as
“monarchs of the peopled deck,” they trumpet forth their
orders, they are animated by a sense of the justice of their
country in having contferred on them the rank, with its accom-
panying honors and privileges, which they feel to be their due.
The “* moral power " of rank- -* this sheep-skin virtue,”" as it
has been termed by one of the Line  which their writers dwell
on as so effective in all grades of the Line, is ignored by them
in the Staff as it the former alone had any consciousness, and”
any sense of the distincetion between honors and neglect.
They thus impute to the Staff a stoicism which makes them
indifferent to outward circumstances.  They tell us. what
we daily witness, that there is a ** moral power ™" in rank and
its attendant honors, and a sense of recognized and requited
merit, which a Line Officer carries into all his duties, and
which, therefore, enable him, with better heart, to reef top-
sails, and to tack ship : whilst, with charming simplicity . they
represent these objects of their highest ambition as beneath
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the regard of ** professional gentlemen,’” and niively inquire
it “rank will amputate an arm,”” or ‘‘honor set a leg.
Such is the mental constitution of man that among the
ennobling incentives to excellence is the good opinion of his
fellow-men. A right-minded man will do much that is
praiseworthy to secure praise; and he is not only gratified,
but encouraged. by a recognition of his worth a recognition
which all nations manifest, not by pecuniary rewards alone,
but also by public honors.  The monuments of every nation
to the memory of departed worth attest this ; as do also the
rank and honors conferred on living benefactors. They are
the rewards of well-doing, and the incentives to do well.
Strip a nation of these, and you strip it of an element of
power and of virtue. The conterring of honors and distine-
tions is an ever-operating principle. essential to every organ-
ization in society, whether political, ecelesiastical, scientific,
or literary. Even in this equalizing, leveling nation, in
which are no transmitted titles, there is a nobility of per-
sonal merit as marked as in any other, seen in the school, the
college, and, indeed, in every association in life. Few men
are regardless of academic titles and honors: few of rank
and distinctions in Church and State. They may be all
vanity and vexation, the *‘rattles of childhood,”” or the
*“toys of age:”" but they spring from an instinct of our
being, implanted for a good end.  We never can outlive it,
nor rise above it, it we would. Honor, the poet tells us, is
**an empty bubble:’” but it is a bubble that we chase through
life, and that leads us on to noble darings, and even to seek
it at ““the cannon’s mouth.””  The desire for it is- -

y

*The last infirmity of noble minds.”

When we look around at the great names that crowd history,
that have consented to accept rank and titles : when we see
such an illustrious name, “ clarum et venerabile nomen gen-
tibus,”’ as that of Samuel Johnson, who deigned to be called
*‘ Doctor Johnson,”” and, in Surgery, such men as Henry
Halford, Astley Cooper, Benjamin Brodie, and others, who
consented to he knighted : and, when we see legions of in-
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ferior names that have striven for rank and title, we may
well admit that there is something of value in them. and
demur at the opinion that ¢ honor hath no skill in Surgery.”’
It may be, in the opinion of the Line Officers of the Navy,
a weakness in the Surgeons to confess that, in common with
their brethren of the Line, they hold themselves to be not
above the *“moral power "’ of rank, and that they think that
they can perform all their duties, even to the preseribing for
the sick, the amputation of an arm, or the setting of a leg,
under a sense of a just recognition of their services by the Gov-
ernment in conferring on them a proper rank and position,
much more efficiently for the service, and more satisfactorily
to themselves, than if they are passed over with indifference
‘and neglect. This answer, we are aware, is not what the
Line expected when they so confidently inquired if rank can
amputate an arm, or honor set a leg.  We are constrained
to reply, for the Surgeons, that we think, for the reasons
and in the manner that we have stated, it can essentially
contribute to both.  They decline accepting the position of
absolute isolation, which the Line would assign them, outside
of the moral influences that operate on all the rest of the
world. .

We have spoken of the Line as denying to the Staf all
rank.  With the active part of the Corps. (with exceptions,
we trust,) that is their stand to this day. They are as un-
compromising, cast-iron impracticables, ax at first.  All the
repeated endeavors of the Surgeons for amicable adjustment
have utterly failed. In every plan that they have proposed
for reorganizing their Corps, they have sought the consent
and co-operation of the Line, with entire frankness, and with
every desire for harmony and concert.  But no: the Line
ever oppose them with all their ingenuity and all their hit-
terness, and cast them aside as a thing with which they
would have nothing to do.  With them it has been, and still
is, ““war to the knife.”” They tight the Surgeons as if with
a deadly hate.  Reproach, arrogance, and assumption per-
vade their writings against Staff rank. Even in their more
temperate pamphlets they depreciate the Medical Officers.
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whom theyv speak of as ¢ necessary encumbrances,”” WIth

an urgent recommendation by some of them- one now a
Rear-Admiral that the (! forps be disbanded, and that each
Captain ship ““Lkis doctor”’ for the cruise. Of their news-
paper writers we have given a sample at the beginning.  The
higher Line rank has risen, and the more crowded the high
grades, the more intolerant are they of Staff rank, which
they speak of with sneers, derision, and contempt. They
look down on Staff Officers as outside of the ‘“ Navy proper,”
and as aside from the purposes of its creation, constantly im-
pressing on them that they are ““amere civilians,”’ ¢“ necessary
evils,” " “adjuncts and appendages,”” *“always their subordi-
nates,’” ** ever dependent on their courtesy and favor ;”” whilst
they speak of themselves as the Navy itself; the end, and not
the means, nor agents,  All rank conterred on the Staff they
regard as an encroachment on their rights, which, when
shared with others, are, so much, diminished to themselves,
It is a violation of their exclusive property ; a trespass on
their peculivan ; an invasion of the monopoly conferred as a
reward for their services, and for the benefit of their country.

This monopoly they hold as a sacred trust, committed to their
exclusive keeping, not alone on account of their exclusive

deserts, but, largely also, for great public ends, the mysteries
of which they alone can comprehend.  When inquired of.
wherefore their exclusive rank, they give forth as lucid utter-
ances as the Delphic oracle ; they answer, like patriots, <‘ our
country’s good demands it.”” In Staff rank, on the contrary,
they see the embodiment of selfishness, the prompting of
“vanity,”” of ““ambition,”” and of ‘“personal aggrandize-
ment,”” horrid monsters let loose upon the Service -

** Gorgons, and hydras, and chimeras dire.”

When the Surgeous approach the Department, or Con-
gress, asking a recognition of their war services, and pro-
tection of old Surgeons from the arrogance and assumption
of Line Officers, young enough, many of them, to be their
sons, they are met by an array of Rear-Admirals, Commo-
dores, Captains, and Commanders. to battle against them,
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in solid phalanx, with every pretext, and every device,
which their combined ingenuity can suggest. Flusned with
high rank, and emboldened by numbers, these ‘*Navy
proper’ heroes fight the ¢ civilians”’ with a rancor and
animosity that amaze the Surgeons, whom, by this hostility,
they are driving out of the Service. They seem not to heed
the fact that, at this moment, there are fifty-five vacancies,
in a corps of two hundred, which cannot be filled without
reducing the qualifications much below the established stand-
ard. Boards of examination are constantly in session in the
principal cities ; but such is the position of the Medical (‘orps
in the Navy that it offers no attractions to high talent and
culture, and Medical Colleges do not recommend it to their
graduates.  But the Line appear regardless of the injury
thus resulting to the Service, and to themselves, who have
it in their power to win talent and culture to the Medical
Corps, instead of striving to repel them. But ¢ vaulting am-
bition " oft *“o’erleaps itselt.”  The evil that we have men-
tioned is one which the Line appear not to feel. But it
requires no seer to foresee that an evil impends over the Navy,
which the warning voice of proplhiecy announces in the solemn
words, ‘‘a house divided against itself cannot stand.””  The
blow that the Line are striking at the Staff may strike more
than it was aimed at. It may strike the heart of the Navy
itself.  Already hax it filled the Serviee with bitterness to
the brim. Where peace and good will might have prevailed.
the two portions of the Service are in angry strife, under a
sense of wrong inflicted by one part on the other. It matters
not that the Lince can drive the ‘“ malcontents’” from the Navy.
That is not a remedy, though often proposed as such by the
Line. Succeeding malcontents will require to be driven out
in continued succession, under successive persecutions.  This
will not he peace, hut a sword :

** For never can true reconcilement grow
Where wounds of deadly hate have pierced so deep.”

The Line proclaim the war to be internecine, and to aim at
extermination, unless under absolute submission. For a
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series of years, to the present time, have the vacancies in the
Corps, and the impossibility of filling them, been officially
set forth in the annual Reports of the Medical Bureau. So
long ago as the 23d October, 1863, the Chief of the Bureau
presented a carefully prepared statement of the rank, honors.
and cwmoluments conferred by Kuropean governments on
Nuval Medical Officers, the rank rising, in most of them, to
that of Rear-Admiral, with corresponding pay and honors,
and these conferred as ¢ attractions and incentives.”” These
were contrasted with the want of them in our own service.
the recent promotions in the Line having virtually degraded
the Medieal Corps.  The Bureau then invoked the Govern-
ment so to **reorganize the Medieal Department as to over-
come the indisposition so generally manifested by young
medical men to enter the Naval Service,”” the Bureau being
*unable, after all sortx of publicity, to procure them in suf-
ficient numbers,”” and **many vessels in connnission being
withont Medical Officers.””  This carnest appeal, seconded
by the Department, was unheeded by Congress.  The next
vear the Bureau repeated the appeal.  Still no answer from
Congress, which, now that the war was over, and several
medical officers killed, did not care for the Corps, and, as
they had had their services throngh the war, had no motive.
beyoud conumon honesty, to reward them.  Congress had given
to the Line rank and honors enough for the whole Navy :
and the Staff’ should be satisfied therewith.  Reflected lustre
should be enough ; and they should be content to stay below,
and admire the Line going up in their ascension robes. Every
succeeding vear the appeal has gone forth from the Bureau
with increased carnestness, but without effect. The able
Report of the present Chief of the Bureau, of the 25th Octo-
her, 1867, states:

** At this time there are forty-cight vacancies in the medi-
cal corps of the navy, which itis impossible to fill properly.

*“ These vacancies have existed ever since the close of the
war, and, so far a8 ean reasonably be anticipated, will not
only continue to exist, but will be increased to such a degree
as to endanger the integrity of this branch of the public ser-
vice, nnless steps he taken to prevent such a result,
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** The reasons for this condition are manifest, and pertectly
natural.  Young gentlemen. titted by their ability and in-
formation to enter the medical corps, are unwilling to join a
body offering in return no adequate remuneration in pay,
rank. or promotion.  Talent, skill, and professional know-
ledge will seck their reward through the most speedy and
desirable channels. 8o long as eivil practice is more remu-
nerative, and holds out greater inducements and quicker pro-
motion, the medical man cannot be expected to subject him-
self to the discipline and hardships of the serviee. It is clear
that, unless some compensation is to he tound in the emolu-
ments and rank of the position, the medical man will not
give up the comforts of a home and the freedom of avil du-
ties to nndergo the confinement and annovances of sea-life.”

“Yet, in the face of these solemn and carnest appeals, made.
vear after vear, by high official authority, invoking Con-
gress, by a regard for the interests of” the country, to main-
tain by appropriate legislation, after the example of other
nations, the character and efficiency of the Medical Corps at
the highest standard, these appeals sustained by the facts
presented, facts of vearly recurrence and familiar to every
Medical Ofticer of the Navy, and, especially, to the members
of the Examining Boards. we find Line Officers, in their per-
sistent determination to degrade the Medical Corps, eutering
the Capitol, and there uttering (as they did but the other
day, January 6, 1869, through their representative. in their
successful endeavors to deteat **A Bill to reorganize and
increase the efficiency ot the Medical Department ™) the fol-
lowing declaration :

* Now, siv, il ix stated that, unless this measure be adopted.,
there will be a ditficnlty in obtaining Medical Ofticers, owing
to the want of higher rank in the Medical Corps. This, T am
assured, is a mistake, [ wunderstand that, it all the Sur-
geons, Paymasters, and Engincers should leave the naval

“ce to-morrow, their places could be filled in forty-eight
s with the best ability in the country. The pay and
are now such that, as I am told, competent and skiltul
ons would be glad to take the places of these men, and
d be glad to have the opportunity to accept and discharge
uties of those positions.
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The facts that we have just now cited from Official Reports
prove directly the reverse. The small number of medical

candidates for admission to fill the large number of vacancies
~ from resignation proves the reverse. The number of rejected
candidates proves the reverse. The following statement of
a member of the Medical Examining Board, made with the
above declaration from the Line before him, proves the
reverse. He writes to us, (January 13, 1864,) that

*“ Medical service in the Navy is so unattractive or unpopu-
lar, that the Department, with all the efforts it has been, and
is still, making, cannot obtain physicians of suitable qualifica-
tions to take charge of the sick and hurt of the Navy atloat ;
and so few are the properly qualified candidates, that, during
the past year, the vacancies made considerably exceeded the
number of persong, suitably qualified, willing to accept ap-
pointments. This unsatisfactory condition of the medical
naval service is not new, but has been growing for years, and
has its origin, in part at least, in the fact that thomutrh]\
well-educated physiciaus find civil practice a very much more
profitable career in our country, and therefore only those
who have not sufficient capital to establish themselves in
their profession accept positions in the military service, and
a large proportion of those, who do accept service in the Navy
or Army, serve no longer than until they find a practice in
civil life. The petty annoyances, discomforts, and arrogance
which medical men in the Navy are constantly called upon
to tolerate while afloat, attributable to want of rank, or defi-
nite relative position of such a character as to secure them
official and professional respect, have, no doubt, contributed
to the unpopularity of the naval service in medical circles.

*“The exponent of the Line in Congress ought to have
faith in the statements of the Navy Department, and to respect
the opinion of experts as to the professional or technical
yualifications of men fitted for the public service.™

The above statements are official, and need no confirma-
tion. But the reader may be curious to see the figures. We
will give them for three years only. A4b ks disce omnes.
1866. Candidates......... e s 1|

Passed.. ..... e et e e e e 5
Withdrew, or rejected.. o 25




1867. Candidates .........ccooees i i 23
Passed. ... s 6
Withdrew, or rejected........... e e eereeaenen 17

1868, Candidates.......coceeiivviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiies cvviiieeceaeans 59
Passed......cccoviininiiiiii i 16
Withdrew, (22,) or rejected, (21)....cccovieeeninin, 43

Aggregate of three years- —

Candidates .......cocvvviniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiee e aeaaes 112
Passed ..o 27
Withdrew, or rejected. .........ccoeeviivveniinil. 83

Of the 112 physicians who have presented themselves to the
Examining Board, in the last three years, for admission into
the Navy, 27 possessed at least the minimum degree of qual-
ification. To meet complaints, that may have been made by
Medical Colleges, of the rejection,"by Naval Medical Exam-
ining Boards, of so many of their graduates, the requirements
for admission into the Medical Corps of the Navy were sub-
mitted to the general Medical Convention, held in Washing-
- ton in May, 1868, and there approved as not excessive. Be
this as it may, we freely admit that the ordeals are different.
and that kigher qualifications are required to enter the Med-
ical Corps of the Navy than to graduate at any Medical
College in the United States, as the above figures conclu-
sively show. Nor should the Line complain that the Medi-
cal Examining Boards are endeavoring, by strict examina-
tions, to provide for them, when sick or injured on mid-ocean,
a competent Medical Officer, who must there rely on his un-
aided skill and knowledge to save their lives. Yet, they
tell us, in their pamphlets, in the face of the above facts,
and of the declarations of the Medical Bureau, which is
striving in vain to fill properly the fifty-five vacancies in
the Corps, that, if the service does not suit the Surgeons,
they have but to leave it, and make way for civilians, who
would be glad to get their places; for they had urged, long
ago, that ‘“the Corps should be disbanded, and each Cap-
tain ship his doctor for the cruise.”” And, to this day, they
declare,- through their exponent in Congress, in language
already quoted, ‘I understand that, if all the Surgeons
should leave the naval rervice to-morrow, their places could
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be filled in forty-eight hours with the hest ability in the
country.”” ‘I understand,’”’ from whom, it is not stated.
¢ The pay and rank are now such,’” continues the speaker,
‘“ that, as I am told, competent and skilful Surgeons would
be glad to take the places of these men, and would be glad
to have the opportunity to accept and discharge the duties
of those positions.”” ““As I am told,”’ by whom it is not
stated. Surely, not by the Examining Boards, whose state-
ments we have given. Remove those sentinels that guard
the entrance into the Medical Corps of the Navy, and needy
adventurers, of every region and tongue, ever ready to fasten
upon office, would flock to it, from whom ‘‘ the Captain could
ship kis doctor for the cruise,”” indulging his taste and fancy «d
libitwn. The Surgeons ask for a rightful position in the Navy ;
and they are told to give their places to those who would be
glad to get them. These suggestions to resign are a standing
joke of the Line, and add insult to injury. But they are not
original. John Randolph, who loved the Line as these do
the Staff, long ago replied to the petitions of the former for
increased pay, that ke could, at any time, supply the Navy,
Srom his district, with squads who would do the work for
half price, and that, if the Service did not suit these gentlemen,
they were free to leave it. 'These are kindred jeers, and alike
unworthy the occasions. And yet it is with insults such as
these, and equally unfounded on fact, that the Line are con-
tent to wage an internecine war against the Staff, even to
extermination, if need be, to secure a monopoly of the honors
and privileges of the Service.

The Annual Reports of the Surgeon General exhibit a
similar difficulty in recruiting the Medical Corps of the
Army, as shown by the following statistics for the last three
VOATs

IBG6. Candidates .oovvveerivnniiiiiiiiiereireriieereceeneens 98
Passed ... ..cooovev vivvien ciiiiinenns et ireeerae e 19
Rejmted ...................................................... 31
Withdrew bhefore conclusion of examination......... 17

Failed to appear .....e e e 31



1867. Candidates............. ceeeenes e tee e trreaeeareenaneas 272
Passed ....... .o o e 48
Rejected ........u.o.nnne. PP £ ) |
Withdrew before conclusmn of exammatu)n ceennens 21
Failed to appear ....... e e 112

1868. Candidates........................ e e 94
Passed ........... eeeereen. cee riinens vt v 15
Rejected cooenvniini i i 40
Withdrew before conclusion of exammatlon ......... 8
Declined to appear..............cooviiiiiiiiiin i 18
Failed to appear...... e 13

Aggregate of three years -
Candidates............coevvvvveinis oann s e eeeaea, 464
Passed ................. ree i ereees e e 82
Withdrew, or rejected........o.coooiiiiiniiiiieiinnn, 382

Of the 464 physicians who have presented themselves to
the Examining Board, in the last three years, for admission
into the Army, 82 were found qualified. Those who with-
drew after partial examination, or who declined, or failed, to
appear, may be presumed to have done so from a sense of
insufficient qualification, and, in that lespect may be classed
in the same category as the ** not qualified " or ** rejected.””
It thus appears that, of all the applicants for admission into
the Medical Corps of the Army and Navy in the years 1866.
1867, and 1868, numbering, in the aggregate, 576 physicians,
109 were found qualified, in various degrees, for admission,
being less than one-fifth of the whole number. The appli-
cants for the Army were more than four times as numerous
as those for the Navy, the former being the more desirable
service from the better pay and position of the Medical Corps
in it than in the latter. The proportion of admissions was
somewhat greater in the Navy than in the Army, which (the
qualifications of the two sets of candidates being equal) may
imply that the stringency of the examinations was moderated
in view of the large number of vacancies, still exceeding the
Jowrth of the whole Corps. The reader, with these facts
betore him, will be able to ¢ understand’’ whether, ¢¢ it all
the Surgeons should leave the naval service to-nmorrow, their
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places could be filled in forty-eight hours with the best ability .
in the country.”

The Line opponents of the bill, those who nundertook to
defeat it, it possible, in the House, set the Cerberus of the
Treasnry on it, to bark it down on any pretext -the dollar
pretext especially. They crammed him freely with a variety
of wroug information, which he recited as he had received
it, without, apparently, pausing to reflect how little of it
was credible, and whether any of it was a fact. His speech
was little else than irrespousible gossip, declaimed with a
degree of dogmatical assurance proportioned to the inaceu-
racy of his statements, all of which were on ad captandum
side issues, apart from the merits of the question.  These
merits were the only subject that seemed never to have
entered into his mind. He seemed to feel at liberty to say
anything that, he thought, would appear smart and amusing,
provided he could only preface it hy ‘it is sfated,” 1
understand,”” I am told,”” * this matter (the cost) has been
ceamined by an expert;”’ the name of which ¢ expert’’ he
took good care, when asked in the debate to name him, to
keep to himself. When gossiping women and idle men wish
to propagate a story that they do not believe, they preface
it by, ‘“they say.”’ How many stabs in the dark are daily
made under the casy fitting cloak, “they say!’ Satan
walks the earth, scattering his ¢ glozing lies,”” under the
dark mantle, ““they suy.””  Whose reputation is safe when
“they say’’ attacks it? It was ““they say’’ that killed the
bill.  In the language of Doctor Johnson: ¢ While he walks,
like Jack the (iiant Killer, in a coat of darkness, he may do
much mischiet with little strength.  When he has once pro-
vided for his safety by impenetrable secrecy, he has nothing
to combat but truth and justice; enemies whom he knows to
be feeble in the dark. Being then at liberty to indulge
himself in all the immunities of invisibility, out of the reach
of danger, he is bold ; out of the reach of shame, he is con-
fident.”’

We have said that the Line, as a Corps, (with exceptions.
perhaps,) would refuse all rank to the Staff, regardless of
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the law of Nature. that ordained an order, a sequence, a gra-
dation. a rank. in the whole system of created being- -
** Where all must full or not coherent be,
And all that rizes. rize in due degree :
Then, in the scale of reasoning life, ’tig plain.
There must be. somewhere, such a rank as wan :

And all the question (wrangle ¢’er so long)
Is only this, if God has plac’d him wrong "

Aud, in that sequence. that gradation, the Creator has
ordained a place for every one of his creatures, the Surgeon
included. But the Line have ordained otherwise, and, in
opposition to the Divine decree, have declared that the Sur-
weon shall have no place in their naval world; and they
would thrust him out as an evi, but that he is a necessary
eeil,

Such has been, and is, their will. But it has been thwarted ;
rank was given by the Department, in spite of them, in 1846,
and, in spite of them, legalized in 1854. And, though they
would take it away to-day, yvet, as it is un fait accompli, they
now make a show of moderation and of compromise by com-
plaining only of the degree of it.

Till 1862 the highest Line rank was that of (apraix.
Staff rank came within one of it: for Surgeons, of twelve
vears’ commission as sueh, had, by law, from 1854, the rel-
ative rank of COMMANDER, or, in the language of the law,
already given, ‘“ Surgeons of the fleet, and Surgeons of more
than twelve years, will rank with Commanders.”” This the
Line thought too high, as interfering with discipline, and as
unjust to Lieutenants, who had to be many years longer in
the service before they could reach that rank, calculating on
the **length of service’” principle. This principle the Sur-
geons ohjected to, claiming seven years for preparatory studies.
as allowed in some of the foreign navies ; Line Officers aver-
aging sixteen years of age when they enter the Naval Acad-
emy, to be educated at the public erpense, rendering no
cquivalent for the first four years, and Medical Officers, at
the average age of tienty-three, after a collegiate and profes-
sional education at their own expense, entering the Navy,
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prepared to carn their tirst day’s pay.  So unjust to the
Staft, especially the Surgeons, was the ‘‘length of service’
principle, or want of principle, that, in 1864, a ** Board on
Regulations,”’ composed of Line Officers, (Captains and Com-
manders,) prepared a table of assimilated rank, allowing for
the first time, to Medical Officers relatively to the Line, sir
years (as we were assured by the ¢“ Board,”” though not stated
in their Report) for preparatory studies before entering the
Navy, which was equivalent to antedating their commissions
six vears instead of seven, as claimed by the Medical Corps.
On the principle that officers would enter the service at the
carliest practicable age, the *“ Board ' “‘ proposed ” (in the
language of one of the members in a letter to us) ¢“ to bring,
as u general thing, officers of about the.same age together in
rank,”’ the highest assimilated Staff rank to be with that of
Commodore. The plan might be formulated thus: equal
ages, equal rank ; that is, as a general rule, rank every officer
in the Navy, (the scale of assimilation reaching from (‘ommo-
dore to Master,) in the order of average, or estimated, age.
calculated trom a common starting point; which starting point
is thus estimated, in the same letter:

In the arrangement of assimilated rank, it was supposed
that a Master, 1st Assistant Engineer, Assistant Surgeon, As-
sistant Paymaster, &c., &e., had finished their preliminary
studies and beeome prepared for work; and those of the same
date were advanced together in that order to the rank of Com-
modore, provided they were not put back by sentence of a
Court-Martial, or failure to pass the required examinations :
that is, when the Master was promoted to a Lieutenant, the
others had the same assimilated rank. and so on.”

Such was, according to one of the members, the principle
on which the ** Board " * proposed to arrange " assimilated
rank, and to settle the long vexed question.

In the Report of the ** Board ™’ to the Department, dated
April 9, 1864, as published in the Arimy and Navy Jowrnal,
December 31, 1864, from which we quote, they state the
same principle, as follows:

** For the commencement of the ussimilation of rank, the Board
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adopted the period when each class, Line and Staft, should
hecome qualified for usefulness to the Sercice.  The Midship-
man, having finished his probationary course. goes on hoard
ship as an Ensign, there to learn the practice of what he
has been taught theoretically : after a period he undergoes
an examination for promotion to the grade of Master. In
this new sphere he becomes, for the first time. practically use-
Sl and reliable as a Watch Officer.

“The young Engincer, having advanced through twe
grades, and having passed as a First Assistant, becomes cone-
petent to take charge of an engine, and cligible to appoint-
ment as Senior Engineer of vessels ot the smaller classes.

“So with the Assistant Surgeon and Assistant Paymaster.
Sach has studied and qualified himselt for the position : and
cach is ready, or should be, to assume independent duties, if
they should be assigned to him.

*“Thus we have four young men starting upon their career
at the same time, with equal rank assigned to each. [t is not
apparent that any particular favor should be shown to either
in his advancement. On the contrary, if they run side by
side wntil they reach the highest grade provided for reqular
promotions, it is conceived that a greater degree of harmony
will be obtained than has existed since the first order for the
assimilation of rank was issued.’’

It thus appears that the ** Board ” lashed together the
Master, 1st Assistant Engincer, Assistant Surgeon, and As-
sistant Paymaster, to run up together to the rank of Com-
modore, the goal of the last three; the starting point of all
four, or ** the commencement of the assimilation of rank,”’
being ** the period of qualification for usefulness to the Ser-
vice.”’

More explicit, if’ possible, than the preceding declaration
of the ** Board,”” is the following, copied from the above-
mentioned letter of one of its members:

1 think the average age of Midshipmen cntering the
Nervice, as stated by you, (154 years,) is too low.. Some few
enter between the ages of 14 and 16 ; but the great majority
do so between 16 and 18 a few older ; adding 6 vears brings
them up to from 21 to 25, which corresponds very closely
with the ages, as shown by the records in the Department,
of Assistant Surgeons when they enter Service.”’
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After some inquiry we have reason to think that it would
be no injustice to the Line to assume, ax the aeerage ages of
admission into the Navy, 16 years for the Midshipman, and
23 for the Assistant Surgeon ; the ““Board ”’ having allowed
to the latter, in assimilating rank, 6 yvears for preparatory
studies, and the Medical Corps claiming 7.

The plan of the ¢ Board,”” reaching, as it did, to the rank
of Commodore, would have been a promotion, as the highest
Staff rank at the time was with that of Captain, given hy
the Department the preceding year, (March 13, 1863,) to
Surgeons, (a8 also to Paymasters and Engineers,) ‘“after fifteen
vears” date of commission.””  All the officers, of all the corps.
from the rank of (‘ommodore to that of Master. were to he
ranged in a series, or line, irrespective of Corps, on the prin-
ciple above mentioned, and each individual was to have his
place in that line, or series, as if the entire series constituted
but one corps. The rank given was to the individual, not
to the Corps : it was personal, not collective ; and graduated
to each officer’s separate claim.  All the officers of the Line
Corps stand on the Navy Register in the order of rank. The
** Board on Regulations’’ ranged «all the officers of the Nuvy
(from the rank of Commodore to that of Master) on the same
plan- the only just one : for any, and every, plan of assimi-
lated rank among all the corps must come in practice to the
same result, where age is to determine the rank, not only as
between individuals of different corps, but as to the grade of
rank to which each individual should belong. To illustrate
the plan by an assimilation of two corps, we will suppose
Lwcins to enter the Navy ; A, at the age of sixteen, as a Line
Officer, B, at that of twenty-three, as a Medical Officer. It
is right that these two officers (if of equal merit) should ad-
vance pari passu in rank (as they do in age) to the maximum,
or limit, assigned for the Staff Officer, which the ¢‘Board ™’
fixed at that of C'omnmodore. This equitable plan would have
much advanced the Surgeons relatively to the Line. Ten of
those then on the active list, and, consequently, all their
seniors on the retired list, were, by the ‘“ Board,’’ ranked with
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Commodores ; some of them above even the senior of eleven
Line Officers since made Rear-Admirals on the Active List.

1t would have much more advanced the Surgeons relatively
to the then eristing Paymasters, who, so far as preparatory
studies were concerned, might have entered the service at an
carlier age than Assistant Surgeons, who, after dragging
through a novitiate of eight, or ten, or twelve, or even
fifteen years, fonnd, on becoming Surgeons, the Paymaster,
who had entered the Navy the day before, their senior in
rank. The Line Officers have ever complained bitterly of
the injustice thus done to themselves, but have borne, with
hecoming resignation, the injustice to the Surgeons. The
arade of Assistant Paymaster was established by act of Con-
eress, July 17, 1861, with the proviso that ¢ assistant pay-
masters shall have rank and precedence with assistant
surgeons not passed, and that all appointments to fill vacan-
cies in the Corps’ of Paymasters shall be made by regular
promotion from the list ot assistant paymasters.”” At that
time there were seventy-three Paymasters, who had entered
the Navy as such, and who ranked with Swurgeons from the
start, and, consequently, with the Line Officers with whom
the Surgeons were assimilated in rank. This has been. to
the Line, and still is, in great degree, the offence of Staff
rank- - an offence much of their own creating : for they have
compelled the evil of which they complain.  The Line, in
arguing against Staft’ rank, have been careful to club the
two corps, and to aim one shot at both. In a pamphlet.
already quoted, by the chief writer of the Line, published
about 1850, it is stated that ‘‘a licutenant remains as such
on an average not less than twenty-one years, while surgeons
and pursers attain the rank of Commander in twelve ; thus,
every revolving vear lowers the former in the scale of rank.
by increasing the number of those above him.””  The cases
are different, as we have shown ; the ** purser”” may do great
injustice to the ¢‘licutenant;’’ the **surgeon’’ none.

In like manner, a Board of Line Officers, in a Report to the
Secretary of the Navy, dated February 19, 1858, relating to
the assimilated rank of *“Surgeons and Pursers,”” contend
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against the rank of both, but draw their illustrations of itx
evils from that of one only, reasoning on this wise:

¢ Now-a-days, they (Line Officers) have to undergo no less
than nine separate formal examinations in order to graduate
at the Naval Academy, besides one more afterwards to be-
come Passed Midshipmen. These examinations are spread
throughout the first seten years of a young officer’s career,
during which period he is, in effect, kept under a rigid course
of professional preparation, and then, for seven or ten years
more of his naval life, (making in all fourteen or seventeen,)
he has to remain in the subordinate post of a Passed Midship-
man before he can obtain the position of a Licutenant, a
commissioned officer. Here is the ordeal through which he
must necessarily pass, and a most severe and trying onc it
certainly is. In twenty ycars from the date of his Lieuten-
ant’s commission, he may be promoted to a Commander, by
which time some thirty-four or thirty-seven years must have
elapsed since he first dedicated his life to the naval service.
Had his twin brother entered the same service as a Purser,
even some three or four years later than himself, he would
still, by this identical period of time, have been borne on the
Navy Register as a Purser, ranking with Commander, for at
least, if not upwards of, twenty vears ; and the average pay
of this twin brother, throunghout the period mentioned, would
have been just about double that of his own! And all this
rank, and all this pay, too, without any special preparation
for the office, and without undergoing any examination what-
cver, either on first entering the service, or subsequently.
The duties of the office, in truth, are too casily learned to re-
(uire any such preparation or examination; and, for this
very reason, the idea of giving to a Purser in twelve years
the rank and precedence which it will take an officer in the
regular line of command thirty-six years, or three times as
long, to acquire, is an anomaly in military polity, and one
fraught with the most mischievous, depressing, and disheart-
cning consequences to the young officer, and, of course, to the
Service yenerally.”

We have given in tull this official statement ot a Board of
Line Officers, made on the 19th February, 1858, as the most
explicit we have seen on the subject, and as being the view
taken by Line Officers generally, and often expressed by
them to ourselves. We offer a few remarks concerning it.
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It is iven as an illustration of their complaint of the in-
instice done them by the ¢ GGeneral Order " (then legalized)
conterring the relative rank of (‘ommander on Surgeons and
Paymasters of twelve vears™ date of commission.  First, we
remark that the illustration is of one only of two classex of
officers differently circumstanced, and that it cannot logically
be inferred that Surgeons may nof justly rank with Com-
manders at twelve years because Paymasters may not.  What
are the facts in the identical case stated. as set down in the
Navy Register of January 1. 1858, fifty days before the date
of the above statement, and in the *Age ™ column of the
Table of ‘*Assimilated Rank,”” &ec.. of the ** Board on Regu-
lations *" in 1864, already spoken of ? (Ree Appendix. F.) The
Junior Commander, in that year's Register, entered the Navy
as Midshipman on the 1st November, 1828, became Lieutenant
on the 25th February, 1841, and Commander on the 2d March.
1857. As heleft our Navy during the war, the age at which he
entered it cannot be learned from the above-mentioned **Age”’
column of the ** Table " of the ** Board on Regulations’’ in
1864, We may suppose it to have been sixteen. the estimated
average.-

The junior Surgeon ranking with Commander, in the
same Register, entered the Navy as Assistant Surgeon on
the 23d February, 1835, at the unusually early age ot twenty
vears and four months, became Surgeon on the 6th Decem-
ber, 1843, and ranked with Commander in twelve years from
the latter date, viz: on the 6th December, 1857,

The junior Paymaster ranking with Commander, in the
same Register, entered the Navy as Paymaster on the 15th
September, 1845, at the age of twenty-four years, nine
months and a halt, and ranked with Commander on the
15th Sceptember, 1RGT.

These are the ofticial data @ the resnlts as follows :

The Line Ofticer entered the Navy ax Midshipman, (a
Warrant Ofticer,) at (presumably) 16 vears, hecame Lieuten-
ant at 28 years and 5 months, and Commander at 44 vears
and 5 months,

The Medieal Officer entered the Navy as Assistant Sur-
geon (a commissioned officer) at the early age of twenty
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vears and four months, (two years and eight months before
the estimated average,) hecame Surgeon, after ten years and
eight months and a half, at the age of thirty-one years and
a half month, and, in twelve years thereafter, reached the
assimilated rank of Commander at a little over forty-three
vears of age.

The Paynaster entered the Navy with the commission of
Paymaster, and with the relative rank, according to date
of commission, of Lieutenant, and of Surgeon under twelve
vears, at the age of twenty-four years and nine months and a
half, on the 15th September, 1845, and, in twelve years, was
assimilated in rank with Commander at a little over thirty-
six years and nine months.

The three illustrative instances here given show the ages
at which the Line Officer, the Surgeon, and the Paymaster,
who had last reached the rank of Commander before the date
of the above-mentioned Report, attained that rank, to have
been respectively as follows, viz:

Line Officer at 44 years and 5 months.
Surgeon at 43 years and a half month.
Paymaster at 36 years and 94 months,

These are not selected cases ; they were the latest before the
** Board,”” and might by them have been assumed as the
average, and as the basis of their statement ; though Sur-
geons did not, on the average, reach the rank of Commander
at so early an age as in the iustance given. The ¢ Board *
were, therefore, right in not objecting, as unjust to Lieuten-
ants, to Surgeons reaching the rank of Commander at twelve
years’ date of commission ; but they erred in stating that
the Line Officer continued twenty years in the grade of Lieu-
tenant, and was ‘‘ some thirty-four or thirty-seven years " in
the Navy before reaching the rank of Commander, and also
in stating that the Paymaster attained the same rank at an
age ‘“at least, if not upwards of, twenty years’’ vounger
than the Line Officer. .

Cuique suum tribueto.  There is no more fairness in assim-
ilating Paymasters with Surgeons for the prrpose of an argn-
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ment against the claims of the latter, than there would be
in objecting to the just claims of the Line from the real or
fancied shortcomings of any other Corps. No two Corps are
alike circumstanced ; no two have identical claims, which
are individual to the individual Corps; no one should pre-
judice another ; no one retard it, like the old man on the
shoulders of Sinbad : but, in the contest for the prize, each
should be free and untrammeled, like the Olympic horse, to
speed onward in the course.

The injustice of assimilating dissimilar Corps was long
ago officially noticed. In the annual Report, of December,
1364, the Medical Bureau remarks that

** The Medical Service, for some reason not well perceived,
is apparently made the standard of rank for other Staff Corps,
without reference to the widely dissimilar duties, acquire-
ments, or trust: and I believe our Navy presents the only
instance of such a distribution of rank, or pay. The more
systematically organized navies of Europe are certainly ex-
empt from this peculiarity.

**The highest rank attained by a Medical Ofticer of the
Navy is reached in less than half the period of service by
members of other Staff Corps; and the pay that attaches to
a Medical Officer in charge of a Fleet inures to members of’
other Staff Corps upon similar advantageous terms. The
office of Surgeon of the Fleet brings with it no additional
rank ; because every officer holding such appointment is en-
titled to his rank by seniority, and not by his temporary
office.”’

Notwithstanding the creation, July 17, 1861, of the grade
of Assistant Paymaster, as initiatory to that of Paymaster.
there remained, on the 1st January, 1869, on the Active
List, twenty-cight Paymasters, (to say nothing of the Re-
tired List,) who, unlike Surgeons, escaped a long novitiate.
and came into the Navy full-fledged. Till the Paymaster
shall have passed through the chrysalis state, he cannot as-
similate with the Surgeon.

The Engineer Corps was created, August 31. 1862, com-
plete in its several grades.

The Board, whose Report (in 1838) we are considering.
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remark that the ‘“Army Regulations about Medical and Pay
Officers have been repeatedyy urged in justification of the
Naval General Orders conferring the qualified rank of Com-
manders, &c., upon the Medical and Pay Officers of the
Navy,”" and reply that ‘“the Major, with whom an Army
Medical or Pay Officer assimilates, stands in the Army but
fifth in rank-and precedence ; whereas the Commander, with
whom a Navy Medical or Pay Officer of over twelve years
assimilates, stands second in these particulars. Relatively.
therefore, the latter are three grades higher towards the
topmost round than the former.”” The answer is easy. If
the Commander was second from the top, so was he, then.
second from the foot, of commissioned Navy Officers ; whilst
the Major, with whom the Army Surgeon then assimilated,
was fourth from the foot. But the Board remark that ‘‘ the
principal object of the assimilation of rank in the Army is to
confer identity of pay.”’ This is just, provided the rank be
just what it should be. There should, in all fairness, be the
same correspondence between rank and pay in the Navy as,
the Board here tell us, exists in the Army.  But the Board
deny the parallel between the two services, saying that
“* there is but little analogy between the arrangements of the
Army and Navy, and, therefore, what may do very well for
one service may not answer at all for the other.” We
think that justice would answer very well for both ser-
vices, and should create an ‘“ analogy,” if it do not already
exist, ‘‘ between the arrangements "’ of both in this particu-
lar. Proportion rank and pay to desert, and you proportion
them to each other. But the Board think the Surgeons and
Paymasters overpaid, and would be overranked, should rank
correspond with pay; for they say that ‘“both are, or may
be, paid considerably higher than the Commander with
whom they assimilate.””  Omitting all instances of overpay
to Surgeons, they proceed on this wise:

““As a striking instance of this fact, and of the extent to
which it is carried, it may be well to mention what now
actually exists on board the Frigate ¢ Powhatan,” where
the head of the ship is a ("aptain who entered the Navy more
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than jforty years ago, and the Purser a young man who
entered it a little more than five years ago; and yet the lat-
ter receives a larger compensatiofl than the former!!!  Also,
at the Navy Yard at this city, (Washington,) there is sta-
tioned, as second in command, a Commander who entered
the Navy more than thirty-seven years ago, and has served
at sea twenty-four years of that time, and a Purser employed
as Inspector of Provisions, &c., who entered the Service but
little upwards of eight years ago. The pay of the former is
82,100 per vear, and of the latter, $2,500!!" No similar re-
sults can be produced in the Army by the operation of its
system of organization. These cases tend to illustrate the
absurdity of our arrangements, and many, very many, of a
similar sort, could be adduced, were it deemed necessary.
With such unheard of, and, we must say, unmerited advan-
tages, in the way of both rank and pay, still, strange as it
may appear, dissatisfaction seems yet to exist; and more
even is expected, if not demanded.™

Two things did not ¢ appear strange ’” to the Board ; first,
that these ““unmerited advantages in the way of both rank
and pay,”” of Pursers over the Line, should alone have been
cited as ‘“ a striking instance of the fact’’ that ¢ hoth the
Surgeon and Purser are, or may be, paid considerably higher
than the Commander with whom’they assimilate ;" and.
second, that the Board failed to sec that they were *‘ unmer-
ited advantages " over the Surgeons as well as over the Line.

The Board having omitted to illustrate the class of cases
in which the Surgeon is paid higher than the Commander
with whom he assimilates in rank, we will supply the de-
ficieney from our own experience, not an unusual one.  Some
vears ago, we made a third cruise as Fleet Surgeon, with a
Commander, with whom we were assimilated in rank, 16
years our junior in age, 23 years, less 21 days, our junior in
date of commission, who entered the Navy as Midshipman
87 days after we had become Surgeon, and who attained the
rank of Commander in 24 yvears and 2 months trom the date

varrant as Midshipman. The rest is known, and
( to the service. The Wardroom was to he our per-
«a home ; the Cabia hig: he to command : we to obey :
Ivance, with advaneing vears, from grade to grade,
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and trom pay to pay, till he should command squadrons and
fleets, whilst there was no progress for us.  Already has he
advanced in rank, with higher pay than ourselves. But,
during the period in which our pay as Fleet Surgeon exceeded
his, he had the above-mentioned compensations, and did not,
in our hearing at least, bemoan his hard lot, feeling, as well
he might, that the balance of advantages was on his side.
The grade of Rear-Admiral had lately been established by
law ; and the relative rank of Captain had not then been given
by regulation to Surgeons. Our Commander then stood fourth
in rank and pay from the top of his Corps; we at the highest
rank and pay of ours: he in the bud of manhood ; we in its
sear leaf: ke in a noble command, with «a future as glorious
as he should chovse to make it we with an humble present,
and no future. Though nominally his equal in rank, he
commanded, and preceded us. In all things but one, and
that temporary, we were subordinate. He had over us all
the above-mentioned advantages, present and prospective,
save only our short-lived excess of pay. We do not suppose
that he grudged us this, any more than we did him all that
he had besides. He could not have felt it a grievance and a
burden, for he seemed ever unrepining and happy, never ap-
pearing to say within himself, ¢ Yet all this availeth mc
nothing, so long as I see Mordecai, the Jew, sitting at the
king’'s gate.”’

This is the class of cases, in which the Surgeon’s pay niay,
for a time, exceed that of the Commander; and, in such,
cither the Commander is placed too high, or the Surgeon too
low. Yet of these there are not wanting Line Officers to
complain, as if determined on a grievance. With them it is
not enough that the Surgeen, when at his maximum rank
and pay, is still several degrees below the rank and pay of
the Commander-in-chicef, with whom are most of his official
relations.  But it is enongh for them that the Ship is com-
manded by a Commander, whose rank and pay, they allege.
should limit those of the Surgeon. Substitute a Captain, the
rightful Commanding Officer of a Flag-Ship, and the objec-
tion disappears; the Surgeon may then hold his rank and
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pay without offence.  But, as it is, the individual Commander
soon goes up, giving place to another, and another, and an-
other, to ecach of whom, in turn, the Surgeon must still be
subordinate. The wheel of fortune is ever turning to the
Line Officer, who is ever advancing upwards, and who has
but to live on till it shall bring him to the top. which, with
a good constitution and the avoidance of vice, he is sure to
reach.  Each succeeding Commander is relatively younger
than the Medical Officer : till, in time, the latter finds him-
selt commanded by a Commander, who was in the nurse's
arms, or astride his hobby-horse, when the former was a
Commissioned Officer.  Still, for reasons not appreciated out
of the Line, the Surgeon’s pay must, at no time. exceed hix,
which is its gauge and limit. The Commander, with every
other preéminence, is to have preéminence of pay. His are
all the glories and all the honors of the Service, with the
chance of living in history, a nation’s voice to proclaim his
deeds, and a nation’s mausoleun to enshrine his remains.
We repeat that the evil complained of exists in cases in
which a Flag-Ship is commanded by a Commander. [t is
the only ship in which the Fleet Surgeon can sail, but by no
means the only one in which the Commander can sail.  The
cruise of the ship in question extended from the Autumn of
1861 to the Spring of 1864. She had, in succession, five
Commanding Officers, of whom the last only was a Captain:
the others were Commanders, lately promoted : the first on
the 15th November, 1861 : the second and third on the 16th
July, 1862 : and the fourth on the 2d January, 1863. It was
by order of the Department, and not by an accidental error
loci, that these Officers eommanded the Flag-Ship. They
did not propose to remedy the evil, it they thought it such,
by relinquishing their commands to Captains, for they could
not increase their pay : and as the Fleet Surgeon could not
reduce his pay, neither did he ask to be relieved of his dis-
proportionately high place.  Surgeon’s pay does not slide up
and down with command. What, then, was the remedy ?
Time, the great restorer. (of which it has been said, opinio-
wum commenta delel dies, nature judicia confirmal.) hrought.




ao

at last, a Captain to the command, and thus, happily, subor-
dinated the Fleet Surgeon’s pay to that of the Commanding
Officer. Thus ended that grievance; a grievance, not to the
(‘fommanders themselves, but to the Line writers, who are so
bent on one, if possible, as necessary to their argument
against Staff rank.

We have claimed for the preceding statements that they
are the general experience.  An officer, who has written
much and well on Staff rank, has lately recorded his kindred
experience of the relative position of Line and Medical Offi-
cers on shipboard. He says:

¢ Our Nervice is overgrown with usages which sprang up
in the earlier and ruder ages of naval life, and still cling to
it with a power and tenacity which almost defy modern en-
lightenment, progress, and even law. Among the usages is
that which limits and restricts an officer’s rights and com-
forts to the apartment in which he messes, even though Ais
rank actually entitles him to higher privileges and comforts
than belong to those of an inferior rank, who make up the
majority of the inmates of that apartment. The Steerage is
the most humble of those apartments, and is the dwelling-
place of the very young, or those of no responsibility. The
Wardroom gathers in it most of' the Commissioned Officers,
and was originally occupied by none of higher rank than
Lieutenants. Al its usages and government are still conformed
to the scale of that grade.  There is only one mess superior to
the restrictions of the Wardroom, and that is the mess of the
Commanding Officers and their associates, who may range in
rank from a Licutenant Commander to an Admiral.

*‘ The Assistant Surgeon enters the Service with the rank
of ¢ Master,” the lowest in the Wardroom, the incumbent
being, in modern times, generally a graduate of the Naval
Academy, awaiting his promotion to a Licutenancy. Like
the Master, the Assistant Surgeon at once becomes & mem-
ber of the Wardroom mess.

**The Line Officer passes bevond and above the petty
rules, restrictions, sleeping berths, and companionship of the
Wardroom, before he has lost the compensation of youth
and novelty. [Hix tenancy closes with his career as Lieu-
tenant, or, at most, that of Licutenant Commander the
seventh in degree from the highest rank.  Even, in this
grade, he may make only one cruise as the Executive Ofticer
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of a large ship, or continue, for a briet period, in the Ward-
room on some special and temporary duty. But, more often,
from the time he becomes a Licutenant Commander, he has
the independence of his own Cabin. His comforts and con-
veniences increase as he advances in rank ; and, through all
coming years, he is the associate of those of corresponding
position and age.

“When we turn to the Medical Officer the contrast is
very great. As Assistant Surgeon, Passed Assistant Sur-
geon, Surgeon, and Fleet Surgeon, he has had the assimi-
lated rank of Master, Lieutenant, Licutenant Commander,
Commander, and Captain ; but, with all these lapsing years,
increasing rank and responsibilities have brought no practical
change in his shipboard existence. His sleeping berth or
room may be a few feet farther forward than it was when he
was an Assistant Surgeon thirty or forty years before. It is
the same, however, that he occupies as a Fleet Surgeon. He
is still & Wardroom Officer, subject to the same restrictions
that fettered him when he was new to the Service, and in
training for its duties. With the failing eyesight of increas-
ing years, the clerical duties of his position are to be per-
formed, even in the daytime, by candle-light, in this cell :
while, probably, there are, in the air and light of the upper
deck, ample rooms devoted to the pantries and servantssof
the Commanding Officers, who entered the naval service with
him, or perhaps vears since he did, and who may be not only
his juniors in rank, but, some of them, young enough to
be his children, but now enjoying the privacy and comforts
of the Cabin.

‘ While the Medical Officer has thus been growing old
amid the restrictions of the Wardroom, the young gentle-
men, who started with him, have gone up to the rank of
Commodore and Rear-Admiral, not by special promotion
alone, but by seniority ; so that, with ecach cruise, he finds
himself in the midst of a younger, and a still younger, asso-
ciation, each in turn leaving him behind. It is no dispar-
agement to the gentlemen themselves ; but it is nature’s law
that, however agreeable they may be, there is a want of con-
geniality between the sentiments, tastes, impulses, and topics
of conversation of those so widely separated by vears; and,
in an apartment, [occasionally enlivened, as in our last cruise,
by an evening exhibition of monkey tricks performed by the
¢ Executive Officer,” a Lieutenant Commander, varied by a
cat-and-dog-fight soirée ; or] in which the associates of the
old Fleet Surgeon are, in the joyousness of vouth, dancing
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Juba to a banjo, he may well wish himself a hoy a;,mn, or
in some other region,’ * than that in which

«*All Bedlawm, or Parnarsus. is let out.”

The writer illustrates the contrast and incongruity in
question, by stating that, in the late war, ¢* during the most
inclement wintry weather on our coast, an old Fleet Surgeon
was limited to such comfortless and degrading restrictions ;
whilst the three Commanding Officers, in the cabin, were,
first, the C‘ommander-in-chief, the nominal junior of the
Medical Officer ; the second, who had been a Midshipman
in a Squadron of which this Medical Officer was Fleet Sur-
geon twenty yvears before ; and the third, who was not born
till years after the Doctor had been actually engaged in the
Naval Service.”” The writer mildly asks: ‘“ Could such a
scene as this be imagined in any civilized association where
the ordinary influences of decency and propriety were left
free to act?””  We answer yves; tor we have ourselves been
cognizant of much such an one (** where the ordinary in-
fluences of decency and propriety " are claimed at least to
have been left free to act) in the American Navy, thongh
not elsewhere.,

In this connection, the writer comments on the general
law upon prize-money ; the provisions of which are such
that, ““in a squadron in which the Commander-in-chief s
share of prize-money was one hundred thousand dollars, the
Fleet (aptain, a young Lieutenant (‘ommander, had his
share : and the Fleet Surgeon, an officer of over thirty years’
service, and of higher nominal rank than any other officer
of the Squadron, was not entitled to, and did not receive, one
cent.”’

Let twcins enter the Navy, one in the Line, the other in
the Medical Corps, and continue therein till the age of three
score and ten, which will have had the lion’s share of its
cood things?  We think the Line twin decidedly.  Yet we
find no such admission in Line writings ; but, on the con-
trary, such resistance to the Surgeons, as might seem to
imply that the Line felt their little all in danger.  What,
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then, do they say, is the issue between the two Corps? One
Line writer answers thus: ¢ The only particulars which
these gentlemen can specify, as anything like a shadow for
their piteous grief, are that, without rank, they are not enti-
ted to salutes, and have wo fixed position to take up in a line of
officers with whom they happen to be entering or leaving « boal.””
A sccond Line writer defines it to be ¢ the empty honors of
ceremony and etiquette;”’ and the ““Board’ of 1858, whose
¢ Report”’ we have been considering, and who were convened
for the purpose of ‘“ preparing a Code of Regulations for the
Navy, ' state, at the outset, that they ‘ have experienced much
embarrassment in attempting to arrange the subject of prece-
dence and eliquette between Surgeons and Pursers, as form-
ing one class in relation to it, and Sea Officers, or those in
the line of command, as forming another;”’ and they say
that, ¢ however this subject may be regarded by persons in-
experienced in naval or military life, the undersigned, (the
three Line Officers who were on the mixed Board,) consider-
ing its bearing upon well-ordered discipline, and harmoni-
ous military association, view it as one of vital consequence
to the welfare of the Naval Service,”’” &c.

We here see that the Line claim to be the only competent
judges of the subject, which they state to be ‘¢ precedence
and etiquette ;" and we think that an impartial, or non-mil-
itary, Board might ¢ have experienced little embarrassment
in arranging ' a subject apparently so casy of adjustment.
But the Line challenge any other, than military, judges as
incompetent to decide this so-called military question. The
Board were divided in opinion; as a mixed Board would
surely be on such a subject; each party reporting (in.the
words of one of them) that, ¢ after discussion, and an inter-
change ot ideas upon the points involved, they find them-
selves utterly unable to arrive at a conclusion satisfuctory to
a majority of their number.”” Does the reader, for a mo-
ment, suppose that a Board of Line Officers exclusively
would be an impartial tribunal to decide such a question ?
and yet they claim to be the only competent judges. Before
such judges the Surgeon would stand as much chance. to
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borrow a simile, ‘““as a rat before a jury of cats.”” If the
whole subject is what the Line state it to be, viz, one of
‘“ precedence and etiquette ' merely, what is there in so
simple a question, aside from the exaggerated manner in
which Line writers have treated it, to swell it out to the
dimensions of a subject ¢ of vital consequence to the welfare
of the naval service?”” Is this all that they have elaborated
so many pamphlets about, and have gone before Congress,
year after year, to resist, and are, at this moment, resisting :
““merely the empty honors of ceremony and etiquette?”” Is
the monopoly of this ‘‘ mere emptiness,”” which they speak
of with a sneer as not worth any body’s owning but theirs,
of such ** vital consequence to the welfare of the naval ser-
vice,”” as that, rather than share it with Surgeons, they have
battled with them for half a century? Was it to retain the
whole of this ¢ mere emptiness,”” that they commitied the in-
subordination of preventing, at the opening of the present ses-
sion. of Congress, the legalization, recommmended in the Sec-
retary of the Navy's Ileport the year before, of the Depari-
ment’s Orvder, of the 13th March, 1863, establishing, by Rey-
ulation only, the present Staff rank’ Was it for this great
end that, on the 6th and 7th of January just passed, they
memorialized Congress at one end, and dictated a speech for
it at the other, against a Bill, recommended unanimously by
the House Naval Committee, a Bill that had been approved
by Admiral Farragut and other liberal minded Line Officers.
as calculated to harmonize the two Corps by providing that
Surgeons abore the rank of Commander should be employed
only on shore; the Surgeons having hoped, by this provision.
to please the Line, who had objected that, fromn the want of
it, the Commander had sometimes been outranked, and out-
paid, by the Surgeon of the ship? Yet this Bill was cloven
down by all sorts of objections supplied by the Line, and
with imputations of unworthy motives to the Surgeons. The
Memorialists denounced it as highly objectionable, and
fraught with dangerous consequences, with other threadbare
platitudes, (believed only by the utterers,) repeated ad nau-
seam, tor the last fifty vears: and they denounced the Sur-
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geons as seeking only to exalt themselves, to crowd into
the Cabin, and to pursue aims purely personal ; imputations
credited only by the prejudiced members of the Line. e
commend to the writers the 79th paper in the Rambler, en-
titled **A susprciovs MAN JustLY suspecTep.”” The Memo-
rialists, moreover, ever watchful of the Treasury now-a-days.
inform Congress that the passing of the Surgeon’s Bill
will cost too much money, at a time when all good citi-
zens should study National economy. This economical no-
tion seems to have struck them since the 16th July, 1862,
when there was such an upheaval, in the Line, of rank above
rank, with such a liberal outpouring of the precious money,
both so agrecable then and now to the Memorialists. Their
brethren of the Line pressed on’the attention of the House,
where the Bill, under their prompting, was ridiculed, eco-
nomical considerations like those which the Memorialists
urged the next day on the Senate; as if feartul lest, other-
wise, the idea might never occur to Congressmen, who might,
in their prodigality, run Surgeons’ pay nearly up to that of
the Line. The day may not be distant when Congress may
take these gentlemen at their word, and practice on them
the economy they thus commend for the Surgeons, by stop-
ping promotions in the Line till the present numbers shall
be much reduced, and possibly even by lessening their pay.
Should this ill betide them, they will realize, to their aston-
ishment, the fulfilment of the prophecy, ¢ For they have
sown the wind; and they shall reap the whirlwind.””

We are glad to know that the Bill had one friend in the
Line ; and that, whilst, on the 7th of January, there was
read in the Scnate ““the remonstrance of Joseph Lanman,
rear-admiral, and several captains, commanders, licutenants,
&e., in the Navy, carnestly remonstrating against the pas-
sage of a Bill now pending to reorganize and increase the
efficiency of the Medical Department of the Navy,” in which
they say, “in our opinion the measure is altogether objec-
tionable, and opposed to the best interests of the service,”
there was read, on the 6th, in the House, a letter, written.
four days hefore, by the first Naval Hero of the age. express-
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ing his opinion that the Bill ¢““appears to be drawn up in
a spirit of fairness and justice to all,”” and declaring, I do
not hesitate to say that I approve of the principal features of
the bill.”"  The opinion of one such man *“ must o’erweigh
a whole theatre of others.™

Nothing, it seems, from the Surgeons can please the Line:
guile lurks within, aliguis latet error, equo ne credite; every
step of the Surgeon is suspected to be over hidden fires, ignes
suppositos cineri doloso.  With a single exception, (but ke «
host,) no Line Officer, so far as we know, has done the Sur-
geons the simple justice to assure them that any measure of
theirs for the harmony of the two Corps ‘“appears to he
drawn up in a spirit of fairness and justice to all.””  Alone,
in intrepidity, in this act of justice, as he is so in the Navy
which he has illustrated by his heroism

¢* he, above the rest
In shape and gesture proudly eminent,
Stands like a tower.”

As contrasted with the Line, what has been the conduct of
the Surgeons? In friendliness and conciliation, they approach
the Line, and strive to harmonize their relations by the only
means that, in their opinion, will effect that end, viz: a
position which, while less than just to themselves, shall have
strict regard to all the rights of the Line, and to the best
interests of the Service.  When the Line asked for their
reward for war services, they received it from Congress hy
largely increased grades and promotions, with correspond-
ingly increased pay. Young officers rose, in a mass, to high
rank ; and the upper grades were soon crowded. More than
half of the commissioned officers of the Line (470 out of 756)
have risen (sce Navy Register, January 1, 1869) to the rank of
command : and one hundred and nine of them to a rank higher
than the highest before the war ; while not one Medical O1-
ficer has yet been promoted, nor received the slightest recog-
nition of his services from Congress.  Did the Surgeons envy
them this?  No. They saw it with pleasure, and congratu-
lated every Line Oflicer on his prometion.  They waited
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patiently, and then asked Congress for their reward. But
the Line Officers stood armed against them. The Surgeons
appealed to the Department, which, in March, 1863, advanced
them one step, by giving to Surgeons of over fifteen years’
commission the femporary relative rank of (aptain, the
present maximum Staff rank, which they hold only on the
breath of the Department. The ¢“ General Order ’ of 1846
had given to Surgeons, of twelve years' commission, the rel-
ative rank of Commander, which was next to the highest
rank of the Line. The ¢“ General Order’’ of March 13, 1863,
gave, as we have said, to Surgeons of fifteen years’ commis-
sion, the relative rank of Captain, which (on the supposition
that the two grades of Admiral and Vice-Admiral are to be
held in abeyance) is the third from the highest Line rank.
Though their rank was thus (by Regulation only, not Lai)
advanced one degree farther from the foot, it was still vne
degree farther from the top than before, in view not only of
the increased number of grades in the Line, but, more than
this, of the large promotions of young Line Officers to the
higher grades. Well do we remember the storm that this
*“General Order’ raised in the Line; the meetings that
were held ; the indignant articles in the public prints ; and
the remonstrances to the Department, depicting the ¢“injus-
tice’" and ““insult’’ to the Line, and foreboding dire results
to the Navy. Happily, the predictions were not verified :
and the Navy survives.

As there may be some readers who may not remember
what was matter of notoriety in 1863, we will copy from the
Report of the ¢ Board on Regulations,” April 9, 1864, al-
ready spoken of, a paragraph concerning the modest request
of 116 Line Officers to the Secretary of the Navy to rescind
his Order, of March 13, 1863, conferring Staff rank:

“ Amongst the papers sent to the Board for consideration,
there was found an appeal to the Honorable Secretary of the
Navy, signed by one hundred and sixteen (116) Line Offi-
cers, all of whom were then engaged in active operations
afloat against the enemy, requesting him, in the most wrgent
manner, * as the guardian of their rights,” to annul the ¢ap-
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portionment of rank ’ contemplated in the extract already
referred to, and suggesting ‘as fair to all parties, and as
conducie lo the welfare of the Navy, that such a basis as the
following be adopted : Surgeons, Paymasters, and Chief En-
gineers to rank with, but not above, Lieutenants by date of
commission, and to rise with, but not over, them!’ This
list of officers was composed of one acting Rear Admiral,
nine Captains, twenty-nine Commanders, forty-seven Licu-
tenant Commanders, and thirty Lieutenants.™

This little incident is here recorded only as it lies in the
path in our narrative of the history of Staff rank. True to
their instincts, one hundred and sixteen of the Propriefors
of the Navy, actuated by a regard for its ¢ welfare,”” appeal,
unasked, ‘“in the most urgent manner,’’ to the Secretary of
the Navy ¢ toannul ™" his ‘“ apportionment of rank *’ Order,
and to ‘“adopt,”” in its stead, something of their own sug-
gesting. Every one of these gentlemen would possibly be
willing, with little urging, to be at the head of the Navy
Department, and to indite all its Orders. The Honorable
Secretary has not, after a course of years, ‘“adopted’” their
suggestion ; and the ¢ Board on Regulations,”” to whom he
referred it, merely acknowledged its receipt, with (as the
reader may have observed) « note of admiration. Two
Priests of Apollo could not look each other in the face with-
out laughing. Those ministrants at the Delphic Shrine had
duped the credulous votaries who had consulted them, and
might smile at their success. The Naval Oracles, on the
contrary, may look soberly at each other. They were not
consulted ; their gratuitous advice was not ‘“adopted ;”” and
they have the satisfaction of knowing that nobody has heen
duped.

How many predictions of dire effects has not the Navy
survived, since the days of the venerable Benbow, when it
was deemed perfect, and all change heresy. It has survived
the abolition of ‘“grog,”” and of the ‘“cats;”’ and it lives
notwithstanding Staff Officers wear epaulets, so much to the
chagrin of the ‘“seven Captains and eleven Commanders,™”
who, whilst they had not been disconcerted, on the 1st Jan-
nary, 1846, by the glitter of a pair of new cpaulets on the
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shoulders of Lieutenants, felt it their duty, as guardians of
the Navy, to address a joint letter to the Honorable Sec-
retary. on the 3d June, 1847, the third day after the confer-
ring of the same badge on Surgeons and Pursers, asking
** that the uniform of the grades to which they respectively
belong may be so changed that it may be divested of the
epaulets hitherto assigned to their dress, and the small sword
in full dress may be substituted for the cut and thrust sword
worn.”” The Honorable Secretary, Mr. Mason, replying that
“the proposition did not strike him favorably,”” called on
each for reasons, which, as given in eighteen answers, were,
substantially, that the *¢ public good *’ required the change.
The result is known. The ¢ public good *’ gentlemen were
allowed to retain their epaulets and broadswords : Mr. Ma-
son, himself no foreboder of evil, determining to ‘‘ beware
of false prophets,”” and believing the Navy to be like Mil-
ton’s angels, that

*¢ vital in every part,
Canoot, but by annihilating, die.”

Line writers cite the British Navy, which, till of late years,
gave to sea-going Surgeons rank ‘¢ with, but after, Lieuten-
ants.”” The ** Board, " of 1858, remarking that ** the Chiefs of
their large Hospital establishments, with the local rank of
Rear-Admirals, are uot expected to serve afloat,”” thus conclude :
** Pay eivil officers in proportion to length of service, and to
responsibility of position ; but, under no circumstances, onght
they to be allnced rank over Commissioned Officers in the line
of command.”” At that date (1838) Lieutenants were the
lowest Commissioned Line Officers : now, Masters and En-
signs are commissioned, and are consequently to rank all Staft
Officers.  So, the ** Board’’ would rank all Staff Oflicers two
erades lower than the English rule, (which was to rank Sur-
eeons ** with, but after,” Lieutenants,) as, ‘“in their mind,
perfectly concordant with sound military deductions: and

¢ more can, with safety, be accorded.”™”
dwelt on this ¢ Report ™" from the high character
ard.”” It is a digest of all the Line pamphlets.
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and would, doubtless, have been signed by the Corps gener-
ally as their manifesto, and ultimatum, which is, that.
= under no clreumstances of seu sercice, should any cieil officer
be placed, by rank or uniform, over any commissioned officer of
the Line.””  This runs through all their writings and their
acts ; and any concession has been, or has to be, forced.

But the British example is inapplicable, from the aristo-
cratic character of the social and political systems of King-
land, where, in Church and State, the high places ave usually
reserved for scions of Nobility, who overtop the middle classes
in every department of the public service.  England cher-
ishes her Army and Navy, which have made her glorious
and powerful as she is, and hence, as « rule, gives the posts
of authority and command, in which glory and honor are to
be won, to the titled and noble.  In the Military and Naval
Departinents, these posts are in the Line, to which the
highest rank is given. In the British Navy, Line Officers
claim to be the ** Navy proper,”” and to take the high places
in the Naval Sanhedrim. On all occasions, they are the
honored and the illustrious. The Nation kills for them the
fatted calf, and sets them down as the Symposiiirchs at the
feast.

The Staff, on the contrary, sprung, for the most part, from
an humbler sphere, must be content with an humbler place:
though these caste feelings and prejudices are beginning,
even in England, to decline, under the progress of modern
cnlightenment and reason.  But owr Line Officers, forget-
ting that they are not in Fmgland, nor the sons of a titled
aristocracy, still servilely imitate examples, which even the
English are beginning to discard as the remnants of an im-
pertect civilization, and never applicable to this country.

Line writers have a pleasant way of ending their pamphlets
with a pretty sentence, disclaiming disrespect and an unkind
spirit towards those, ** with many of whom they are closely
allied by long and eventful associations, full of those kindly
rentiments and touehing memories that dangers and hard-
ships, and the varied adventures of naval life, shared in com-
mon, are apt to inspire.””  An amiable and graceful finale !
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But it dues not give us rank, with its attendant privileges
and pay.  We ask bread, and they give us a stone.  As of
old, so now. ““And Joab said to Amasa: art thou in health,
my brother? And Joab took Amasa by the beard with the
right hand to kiss him; but Amasa took no heed of the
sword that was in Joab’s hand ; 8o he smote him therewith
in the fifth rib.”

Wherein have the Line shown signs of friendliness? Is
it in their, often virulent, pamphlets and newspaper articles,
their indignation meetings, powerful organizations, and
secret conclaves, their reproachful memorials to Congress,
and their untiring opposition to the claims which the Sur-
geons believe to be just and right?

It may be worth while for the Medical Community, whom
we are addressing especially, to know that the Medical Offi-
cers are charged with having ¢ discarded all military esprit
de corps ; and that this feeling is, in many ot them, totally
extinet, is evident from the circumstance that these officers
now go out of the Navy, and array a whole profession in
civil life against the good order and well-being of the Ser-
vice; as shown by the ‘resolutions’ adopted by medical
societies for the purpose of bearing upon a subject, with
which they are not conversant, and which, it is feared, has
not been rightly presented to them."’

We have bheen at some pains to present to the Medical
Community, notwithstanding any seeming want of esprit de
corps, our views on a subject of much interest to us.  The
Surgeons have done what, they think, became them. The
Profession are now appealed to from the verdict of the Line.
1t is for them to say whether, in their opinion, the position
ot the Medical Corps in the Navy is such as it should be,
and, should they think with us that it is not, to determine.
without any snggestions of ours, what measures it is proper
for them to take to aid the Surgeons, in the exercise of a
power which the Line acknowledge and deprecate.

A main purpose, in this Essay, has been to present to the
Medical Profession our views, which we believe to be shared by
the Medical Officers generally, of their position relatively to
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the Line.  The issue between the two Corps, and the latter’s
objections to Staff rank, are given in words copied from their
newspaper articles, pamphlets, and Official Reports ; and the
reader hence hears their various utterances, from those of the
little ¢“Tray, Blanch, and Sweetheart,”” all the way up-
wards. He will have seen that, with them, words are things,
and that they ignore, as completely in practice as in their
writings, both Staff rank and the laws and regulations estab-
lishing it. We have taken their ohjections as they have
stated them, and have endeavored to meet them. They claim
to be sole judges ; sole guardians, and sole friends of the Navy :
solely knowing, and solely watching its interests ; exclusively
patriotic, impartial, and disinterested, and alone fit to have
a voice in its concerns. The claim to Staff rank they charge
as new, and the discord in the Service as due mainly to the
innovation of its introduction. Rank, they say, implies
command, and must hence be confined to the Line. All
these dicta we have controverted, as opposed to reason and
facts, and as sheer arrogance. - So far from the claim to Statt
rank’s being new, the Reports, as we have shown, of a dozen
Secretaries of the Navy, from the Honorable Paul Hamilton,
in 1812, to that of Mr. Secretary Welles a little more than a
twelvemonth ago, have recommended that a proper rank
should be given to Medical Officers.  We have shown, more-
over, that, by their own admissions, the most frequent in-
fractors of law and order have been ILine Officers: that the
dictum that rank carries command, and cannot therefore be
given to the Staff, is contrary to fact; and that the further
dictum, that the present discord in the Navy is due to Staff
rank, is. likewise, directly the reverse of the tact, which is,
that it is due to the persistent violation, by the Line, of the
law and orders conferring Staft rank : and, as to the assump-
tions that the Line are the sole judges of the effect of Staft
rank on the welfare of the Navy, that any one of its interests
would be impaired by it, that the Line are its more hearty
well-wishers or its more hearly well-doers than the Medical
Corps, or that they are more patriotic, impartial, and dis-
interested, as they ever claim to be, the mere utterance ot
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such assumptions betrays a conceit, pretension, and arro-
gunce, against which Staff rank is the only protection, even
were it not otherwise required by the public good.  Nor are
these claims to preéminent impartiality, disinterestedness,
single-heartedness, devotion, and regard for the honor and
welfare of the Navy, the sole pretensions of the Line. Some
ot their writers, deriving the title of Admiral from Emir,
claim for him kindred preéminence and supremacy with the
green-turbaned descendant of the Prophet, and Commander
of the Faithful. A recent Don Magnifico of an ** Emir ™’
(see N. Y. Times, February 10, 1869) plunges in medias res,
and decides conflicting claims to jurisdiction between Admirals
and Ministers, with admirable gallantry and dash. The
voung Cadet, in his estimation, emerges from the Naval
School omni laude cumudatus.  Our ““ Emir " places him
** beyvond compare,”” assuring us that ‘it is admitted (?) that
Naval Line Officers are the best educated men in any branch
of the public Service. They pass at the Naval Academy an
ordeal harder than West Point, Yale, or Harvard. or even
Oxford or Cambridge, and are not only thoroughly grounded
in every thing relating to war, naval and military engineer-
ing, &c., but also in the higher sciences and international
law ; a classical (?) education not attainable elsewhere in
this country. No wonder, then, that they are proud of their
position, and jealous of their rights and privileges : and that
they are more dignified and less democratic than their Army
confrérves.”’

There is more in all this than ** Emir’’ seems to be aware
of.  He forgets that the whole of this so-called science and
scholarship is given by the Government before the youth has
carned a cent; whilst the Medical Officer brings into the
Service, at his parents’ cost, his education, collegiate and
professional, and is ready, on the first day, to begin work.
< Emir’’ may reply that the Line Officer works harder when
he does begin,  This is true whilst he is Lieutenant ; at the
end of which term his work is over, and, thencetorward,
the advantages are «ll his; for, being then “an idler ™’
equally with the Surgeon, he has more pay, more rank, more
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honors, more comforts, and all the command. Who would
not keep the Lieutenant's ¢* watches ™ for the rewards and
honors that await him ?

" -

“Would he accept the good, then cavil the conditions ?

In a word, the position of the Medical Oflicer, as stated
years ago in another’s language, is this:

“¢1st. He is an isolated individual, in a rigid and exacting
military organization, and is held, with the utmost strict-
ness, to its most minute and technical exactions, and, for
any violation of them, is tried and punished by wmilitary
fribunals; and yet is left without any of the advantages of
definite rank. 2d. The whole private existence of every
member of the military organization of the Navy, even ex-
tending to the minute intercourse of life, is regulatul by
definite military rank, even to the seat which each shall
occupy at the table; [and within the writer’s experience,
an order was given to the servants * to help according to rank,’
without a corresponding order to the Caterer to charge mess-
bill according to rank.] 3d. Without a definite military
rank, the Medical Officer is left entirely at the mercy of a
close and powerful organization, which, “from its very nature,
education, and habits, regards but too often all Staft Officers
with a feelmg bmdermg on contempt, and leaves them, with-
out protection, to the insults of rude, illiterate, or mc«mhul-
erate men, or dependent on the gratuitous, patronizing
courtesies of gentlemen.™

It is to protect Medical Officers from this injustice and
humiliation that they ask for a definite military rank:
though this is a motive which the Line fail to appreciate :
all of their writers, judging others by themselves, indig-
nantly demanding, in the language of their iirch polemic,
““on what pretext are Pursers and Surgeons banding to-
gether to escape from, and rise above, this imperatively
necessary inferiority of station ; and why are they straining
every nerve, and using every influence, in their inordinate
desire for power and place?’” That was the utterance, some
twenty vears ago, of a, now, Rear-Admiral, and has heen
repeated by Line writers ever since.  They all remit us to
their courtesy and forbearance, such as, with an attempt at
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lordly condescension and graciousness, they may be pleased
to bestow ; their Eminences ¢‘ proposing ' to themselves ‘‘a
nice and subtile happiness,”” in dispensing their imperial
tavors. All such are past reasoning with ; they continue
their ¢ vain repetitions,”” as the monk counts his beads : we
let them alone, as *“ joined to their idols.™

Whether the 678th ‘¢ Regulation,’” prohibiting any officer
from ‘“ messing elsewhere than in the apartment provyided
for him for the purpose,”” was leveled against the old Staff
Officers is best known to the framers. One thing we know,
that, in one instance at least, it has lately had the dog-in-
the-manger effect of preventing a Rear-Admiral from invit-
ing into the Cabin the Fleet Surgeon, out of the Wardroom,
little less public than a bar-room, dimly lighted, and fettered
by restrictions adapted to the vears of the majority of its
occupants, who numbered twenty-two in our last cruise, with
but one Wardroom boat for all, except the ‘¢ Executive Offi-
cer,’”” who had his own fancy boat always at command,
whether for duty or pleasure.

It has been said that ‘‘there is a tide in the affairs of
men, which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune.”” The
fortunes of the Line were at flood-tide in the second year of
the war, when the pulse of the Nation, for a time, stood still.
They then ¢ reaped the rich harvest of the World’s ap-
plause,”” and received from the Country that recognition of
their merits which they had long sought in vain. Rank
and honors came thick upon them, to the full measure of
their ambition, and in excess of all former expectations.
The casualties of the war brought work to the Medical Corps;
but it was silent and unobtrusive; unknown, it scems, except
to the performers, for it was unnoticed even in the Official
Reports from the Squadrons.  From these it could scarcely
have been thought that there was such a Corps ; and, although
it has been charged by Line writers that, ¢ when the
Boatswain calls ‘all hands ' to save the ship, the Surgeon
and Purser go where they can bestow themselves in the most
comfortable manner,” and, ¢ when the drum beats to
quarters, they go to places of safety,”” vet the Navy Regis-
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ters show that, during the late war, nineteen officers of the
Line and five Medical Officers were reported lost in vessels
sunk by the enemy, or killed in battle, as follows:

Loat. Killed.
Commanders... .coooove. cviiies viviniiieeeies reenens 2 4
Lieutenant Commanders.......... ...ccvoevevvnnnnn. 1] 5
LA etenants . ...oooeiiie i e e 6 2
Puassed Assistant Surgeon......................... v 1 0
Assistant Surgeons ... v 2 2

Also, eleven Medical Officers were taken prisoners (as stated
in the Report of the Medical Bureau, of December, 1863) in
that single year; a pretty fair proportion, all this, of acci-
dents for *‘places of safety and comfort.”” In vain wonld
the Medical Officer have inquired, with the poet,

* What walls can guard me, or what shades cin hide ?"

Yet, ot the war services of the Corps, the Country has, to this
day, given no recognition. In the language of Gibbon,
** their names were counted on the day of bLattle; but they
were overlooked in the division of the spoil.”  The reward
is, perhaps, remitted to a future war; when juster legisla-
tion may make amends for the past ; and most of those now
denied it shall be indifferent alike to reward or to neglect.
Not to have stepped into (‘ongress with the Line was losing
the golden opportunity. It was missing the moment when
the water was troubled by the descending angel. The
Nation stood ready to reward all who had plunged into the
blood and dust of the conflict.  Common dangers and com-

mon toils had, in a degree, united the 8 1 allayed
the jealousies of the Line.  But, these ove 2 bulls of
Bashan, that had fattened on the green pe id waxed
wanton in their fulness, the Line, sated wit d honors,
ungratefully turned, against the Surgeon 1 striven

to save their lives, the same determined hostility betore
shown against those who had. but lately. striven to destroy
them.

I'rom the Line we turn to the Profession of the Country.
and ask it they will ook quictly on and see this.  The Sur-
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geons have done their duty, they think. They are, to this
day, struggling for »ights, of which a rapacious oligiirchy are
depriving them. They are striving to uphold the honor of
the Profession, single-handed, and with stout hearts. They
have confidence in final success.  Meantime, they address
themselves to the Profession, and ask its aid in the conflict.
The Medical CCommunity of the Country can speak with a voice
that shall be heard throughout its limits, and with a power
that shall reach the halls of Congress. We cannot believe
that they will fail to raise the one, nor to exert the other.
The cause is not all our own ; it is partly theirs; and to themn
we look, in the confident trust that they will not see any
branch of their Profession, how small soever. struggling
against power and numbers, for the maintenance of rights,
without raising a hand to assist them.

The perseverance with which Medical Officers have, for
more than half a century, sought what they believe to be
military rights against overwhelming power and unreasoning
prejudice, is itself a proof that there is a vital principle in the
contest. It is not the individuals of the Medical Corps who
are making this steady struggle, but a principle, which com-
pels those who represent it, in every age, of every class and
order of mind, to constant and persistent action ; a principle
which endows them with an irrepressible power, no more to
be bound fast by legislation than were the arms of Samson
by the withs of the Philistines.

It is the principle of antagonism between the dogmas and
prerogatives of feudality, and the spirit of enlightenment
and progress. This spirit and this age deny the claim that
the Military Protession has any rights peculiar to itselt and
not necéssary to the performance ot its duties, and forbids it
the selfibh privilege of fixing a badge of inferiority on any

To--1 " esgion. The growing grandeur of our Coun-
ny sources of power and influence which it
tizens, are fast dissipating all claims of pro-
v superiority ; and already the contest between

Navy and its Medical Corps is becoming
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ridiculous from the exaggerated pretensions of the former,
and from the evident fact that they are contending against
a living and progressive principle for the perpetuation of a
system copied fromn Nations that believe in the divine right
of kings, a system that died here when this Nation sprang
into life.

FeBrUuARrY 22, 186Y.
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May 1, 1869.

THe Essay, thus far, has been brought down to the 22d
February. We have waited till the recent adjournment
of Congress, that we might complete our notice of the legis-
lation, should there be any, on Staff rank. We have men-
tioned that, in the Spring of 1868, and again in December
last, the Surgeons failed, through Line opposition, to procure
the legalization of the rank conferred, on the 13th March,
1863, by Mr. Secretary Welles, and that, through like oppo-
sttion, our Reorganization Bill failed in the House on the
Tth January last.

Since that date the only legislation, affecting the Staff
Corps, was the passage, by the Senate, on the 16th March
last, of ‘“An Act to reorganize the Navy of the United
States.’’

The Naval Committee ot the House have decided, in view
of the important changes proposed by the Act, to defer present-
ing it to the House till December next.

We subjoin those sections only of the Act that relate to
Medical Officers exclusively, the other Staff Corps being
somewhat similarly provided for:

“SEC. Y. And be it further enacted, That the active medical
corps of the Navy shall consist of one Surgeon (ieneral,
with the assimilated rank of commodore; five medical in-
spectors, with the assimilated rank of captain, but junior to that
grade ; ten deputy medical inspectors, with the assimilated
rank of commander, but junior to that grade; ten staff sur-

h the assimilated rank of lieutenant commander,
to that grade ; forty surgeons, with the assimilated
atenant, but junior to that grade; forty passed-
urgeons, with the assimilated rank of master, but
hat grade: and forty-five assistant surgeons, with
lated rank of ensign, but junior to that gmdc , But
1 this act shall be so construed as to dopn\o any
ficer of his commission ; and no promotion shall he
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made to any of the grades herein mentioned until the nuw-
ber in such grade shall be reduced below the number men-
tioned in this section.  The pay of the Surgeon (ieneral shall
be that now allowed to the (‘hief of the Bureau ot Medicine
and Surgery; and medical inspectors, deputy medical in-
spectors, and staff surgeons shall be paid as now, from the
date of their commissions, as surgeons.

“Sec. 13, And be it further enacted, That the appointment
of Chief of the Bureau of Steam Engineering shall give no
additional rank; and the offices of C'hief of the Burean of
Medicine and Surgery and Chief of the Bureaw of Provisions
and Clothing are hereby abolished.

“RSec. 14. And be it further enacted, That an appointment as
Meet captain, fleet surgeon, fleet paymaster, or flect engineer
shall give no additional rank or pay.

“Skc. 15, And be it further enacted, That officers of the
medical, pay, and engineer corps, above the grade of staft
surgeon, staff paymaster, and staff engineer, shall not be
required to do duty at sea, unless in the opinion ot the Sec-
retary of the Navy the exigencies of the service demand it.

““Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this
act shall be construed to give any claim to exercise military
command or additional right to quarters.

“Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That commanding and
executive gfficers shall take precedence of all staff officers.”’

This Act, known as Mr. Grimes’s Bill, from the Chairman
of the Naval Committee in the Senate, is to come before the
House of Representatives next winter. As it speaks so
plainly for itself, we are spared, notwithstanding its import-
ance, the neeessity of much comment on it. The few
remarks, however, which we have to offer we will precede
by the following just observations from the pen of a Medical
Officer:

**WHAT MR. GRIMES'S BILL DUES FOR THE NAVY,

1. It reduces each of the Staff’ Corps in number, and
degrades nearly every Staff’ officer in the Navy from one to
two grades. It makes, for instance, the Surgeon who at
present heads the list of those ranking with Commander, a
gentleman 53 years of age, who has been nearly 30 yvears in
the service, the junior of the proposed last Lientenant, now
an Ensign, and who is probably not yet 21 years ot age, and
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has been in the service less than six years, three of which
were passed in pupilage at the Academy.

<2, It increases the number of Line Officers, reducing
the grade of Lieutenant Commander from 180 to 80, but in-
creasing that of Lieutenant to 280 ; the grade of Master and
Ensign being established at 100 each, a total of 560 is thus
reached, against 451, which includes all officers of the grade
of Lieutenant C‘ommander, Licutenant, Master, and Ensign.
now borne on the Navy Register.

3. It adds, by this additional number of Line Officers,
and by the increase of their pay, and that of the Midship-
men, which is an ‘Amendment’ to the Bill, the sum of
$340,137 to the annual expenses of the Navy. The increase
of pay to 81,000 per annum to the 286 Midshipmen at the
Naval Academy, who require 113 Protessors and Teachers,
and who already cost the Government, as has been estimated,
$17.000 each, as graduates, amounts of itself to the modest
total of $158,400 annually.

‘4. TIts effect, if adopted, would be to break up the Staff
Corps of the Navy. Rather than be so wantonly degraded,
every Staff officer who could possibly support his family out
of the service would resign. Their places could not be
casily tilled, at least not by competent persons, at such rates
of rank and pay, especially in the Medical Corps, in which,
for several years past, owing to the already small induce-
ments in those particulars, it has been found impossible to
obtain Assistant Surgeons with the requisite character and
professional ability.™

This important Act, radically changing the whole Naval
Organization, swept silently through the Senate. It affects
the several Staff (‘orps most injuriously: to all of whom it
is of deep concern, that, in that form at least, if in any, it
should nof pass the House.  Of the Medical Corps, we may
say that it is a case of' “ sink or swim, survive or perish.”
The iron heel of Line power is attempted to be fastened on
their necks.  They throw out a bait to the Medical Corps at
the beginning, by creating a ** Surgeon General, with the
assimilated rauk of Commodore ;™ and, as a counterpoise to
this excess of generosity, ** abolish the office of Chief of the
Burcau of Medicine and Surgery,” who, by law, ** ranks
with Commodore.”” Do they not here take away quite as
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much as they give, under a change of name?  Where, then,
is the boon, in compensation for the degradation of all the
rest of the Corps 2 The Chicef of the Medical Bureau has had,
from its establishment, the same rank and status as the other
Bureaus. We learned of the passage of this Act by the
Senate from a Line Officer, who thought to captivate us by
the assurance that it created ¢ a Swrgeon Gfeneral,”” which was
all that he informed us of its provisions, as if that could com-
mend any Bill, much less such a Bill.  The Surgeons have
never asked Congress to abolish the Medical Bureau; they
ljave never asked for a Surgeon (eneral, and do not want
one on any terms, much less on such. Nobody doubts that
thix Bill was drawn up under the promptings of Line Officers.
Why should they interfere to abolish Staff Bureaus, leaving
their own untouched ?  The Surgeon Generaley is a shallow
trick, and deceives nobody. It is a bribe offered to one Sur-
gweon at the expense of the rest of his Corps. It does not hide
the deformity of the Bill; which, we cannot doubt, will he
hooted out of the House of Representatives next winter. It
passed the Senate on the 16th March.  Had it been presented
sixteen days later, it might, had it not been too serious a
matter for a jest, have been fittingly taken as a first of April
joke : but, though sport to the Line, (and who among them
will father it?) it is death to the Staft, sacrificing hundreds, at
a swoop, to the Moloch of Line ambition, and recalling the
days when

= Mtars smoked, and heeatombs were paid.”

Ity as it has been said, the Bill passed the Senate witnout
debate, may not this silence have heen an ““in memoriam’

tribute to the Staft) and a requiescat in pace to the memory of

departed worth ? .

What must be thought of snchva Bill as this by the Board
of Line Oflicers, who, in April, 1864, prepared, with great
care, the table of ** Assimilated Rank,” the plan of which
we have already so fully set forth, and which we have stated
to be based on the only principle wlich, iv onr opinion, is just
to all the Officers of the Navy, viz: lo equalize iw rank those
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who are equed inage?  Aud we, therefore, trust that what-
ever legislation Congress may have in store for us, in the
coming winter, may be founded on a caretul observance of
the principle which that Board adopted. So anxious are we
to have that principle kept constantly in view, that we are
induced, at the risk of repetition, to recapitulate brietly, as
tollows, what we have before said in detail ;

We have already remarked that the rank of Commnodore
was proposed for the older Surgeons of the Navy by a Board
of Officers assembled in 1863, fwo Rear-Admirals composing
a majority of the Board: and that, again, in April, 1864,
another Board, exclusively of Line Qfficers, proposed the same
rank for sundry Senior Surgeons. The latter Board, com-
posed of two Captains and a Commander, since promofed,
prepared a statement entitled, ¢ Assimilated Rank of Officers
of the U. S. Navy, proposed by the Board on Regulations,
1864." The principle was to make Officers of the different
Corps, who were presumed to be equal in age, equal also in
rank, starting together at a given point, and stopping, for
the Staff, at Commodore: promotion from grade to grade
being concurrent in the different Corps. Thus, a Surgeon,
at what age soever, was to equal in rank a Line Officer of
the same age. This was on the principle of twins keeping
pace acith each other, the Medical Officer’s starting point
_being that which the Line Officer would have reached at the
end of six years: the latter receiving a six years’ education
in the Navy, the former out of it.  This was a year less than
should have been allowed to the Medical Officer for prepara-
tory Studies. But the principle was, as we have said, the
only just one. Such being our view, we give their Assimilation
in the Appendix M, asking for it a careful examination, as
the most important document ever issued by the Line on the
subject of Assimilated Rank.  The rank then proposed, but
never conferred, would, we presume, be aceepted even at this
late day : but nothing less.  The length of service principle
is a very unfair one ; for it must be ¢onstantly borne in mind
that the Medical Officer cannot enter the Navy till six or
seven years later than the Line Officer.  Hence, in order that
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cqual ages may be equal in rank, let the Medical Officer, at
(we will suppose) 35 years from his entering the Navy, have
the rank of Commodore; at 25 vears the rank of Captaiu:
at 15 years the rank of Commander: at 8 years the rank of
Lieutenant Commander ; and so on to the last grade of Med-
ical Officers ; date of commission in each grade determining .
relative precedence: and no other precedency nor authority
given to the “ Executive Officer’’ than that which the dale of
his commission confers. We have italicized this last as an
indispensable condition, vital to any plan of rank that
the Surgeons will accept. They would reject, as mockery,
any degrec of rank, how high soever, encumbered by this
clog of the ‘“Executive.”” They have borne it tu the last
degree of endurance, and must now shake it off, as (what
the Line would consider, in their own case) a detestable
nuisance. The Line Officers themselves regard it as a
principle that precedence follows rank. The Report of the
Line Officers, dated 19th February, 1858, so much quoted
by us, contains, if such an one were needed, this conclusive
statement, ‘¢ Precedence necessarily folloes as a consequence
of this rank,”’” a statement which, though made for another
purpose, can find no more fitting application than in the
connection in which we have placed it. We must adopt
their rule, and, in so doing, adherc to the pokition, announced
by Surgeons a quarter of a century ago, that ¢ Commanding
Officers, of whatever grade, shall always take precedence of
all Medical Officers under their command; but. among all
other officers precedence shall be decided by date of commission,
The rank of Medical Officers shall not entitle them to com-
mand, nor control any ('ommission, nor Warrant Officer,
other than Medical Officers, except in hospitals, or when on
a sick report.”’

The full extracts that we have made from Line Writers.
among them those who, in 1858, announced it to be, ¢ to their
mind, perfectly concordant with sound military deductions,”™”
that, ‘‘under no circumstances, ought any Staff Officer to be
allowed rank over commissioned officers in the line ot com-
mand,”’” show that their only rule for assimilating rank was
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“length of sercice;”” by which the Line Officer and the
Medieal Officer entering the Navy, one at 16 years, the
other at 23, were to be assimilated in rank. Hence, whilst
objecting in toto to Mr. Secretary Bancroft's Order, in 1846,
conferving rank on Medical Officers, a definite complaint
against it was its departure from their *“length of sercice’’
rule, in raising Surgeons to the rank of Commander after «
shorter term of service than Line Officers.  In a well-reasoned
Article, entitled ¢ Remarks on Assimilated Rawk in Military
and Naval Communities,”” published, over the nom de plume
of Hongazax, in the Messenger and Review for July. 1846,
the writer disposes of the length of service vule somewhat on
this wise:

** The memorialists seem to think that length of service.
or date of original entry into service, should be the basis for
determining all rank, and conclude that the Medical Officer
should have been as many years in the Navy after he was 23
years old, before ranking with a Commander, as the Line
Ofticer after he was 16 years old, before becoming a Com-
mander ; in other words, that, hecause the latter was a cer-
tain number of years in the Nu\'y. after 16 years of aqe.
betore attaining a given rank, the former ought to serve the
same number of years in the Navy, afler 23 vears of age.
before reaching the same rank ; that is, that it is right that
a Line Officer should have the lineal rank of Commander at
45 years of age, but improper for the Medical Officer to 