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PREFACE

OMMODORE John Rodgers was born on the eve

of the American Revolution, and died a few years
before the Mexican War, having served almost two
decades as the senior officer of the navy. Arriving at
early manhood during that critical period when the
government under the Constitution was initiated, tested,
and developed, he was called to play an exceedingly im-
portant part on the stage of national affairs, both as a
naval officer and an administrative official. His
achievements in war, diplomacy, and administration
were greater than those of any of his naval colleagues,
and his life compares most favorably with theirs in
wealth and picturesqueness of incident. He was part
and parcel of the Old Navy — the navy of sailing ships,
self-trained officers, and bluff hardy seamen. Entering
that service in its formative period, he did much to fix
its customs, standards, and traditions. He became its
typical commander, the incarnation of its spirit, and the
exemplar for its young men.

In writing this book, personal events have been ab-
stracted from their setting rather less than is usual in
naval biographies. An attempt has been made to ex-
plain and illustrate the life of Rodgers by means of his
environment. As a result of this plan, a fuller, and
doubtless a truer, biography has been produced, and a
considerable account of the Old Navy has been present-
ed, to which service Rodgers devoted the forty best
years of his life. While the information contained in
this biography is primarily concerned with Rodgers
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and the navy, much of it has a wider bearing and is re-
lated to the more general history of America. Men-
tion may be made of the facts now first brought to light
in those chapters treating of the wars with Barbary and
Great Britain, and of the period, 1806-1811, marked by
the Chesapeake-Leopard and President—Little Belt
affairs.

The chief sources of information are listed in the Bib-
liography, at the end of the volume. In making quota-
tions, the punctuation, capitalization, abbreviations, mis-
spellings, and paragraphing of the originals have not
always been followed when departures therefrom ren-
dered the sense clearer. Since the manuscripts of the
United States Navy Department are arranged chron-
ologically, the quotations from them may be readily
verified. The source of information is often indicated
by the context, when it is not by a footnote.

I am under many obligations to Rear-admiral Fred-
erick Rodgers, U.S.N., (retired), and to Mrs. J. N. Ma-
comb, both of Washington, D.C., for documents, sug-
gestions, and criticisms. I am indebted also to Mr.
Robert S. Rodgers of Kansas City for valuable infor-
mation. The Honorable Victor H. Metcalf, secretary
of the navy, Rear-admiral John E. Pillsbury, U.S.N.,
chief of the bureau of navigation, and Rear-admiral
Washington L. Capps, U.S.N., chief of the bureau of
construction and repair, gave me access to the docu-
ments of their offices. Mr. Charles W. Stewart, super-
intendent of the library and naval war records office,
permitted me to use the numerous materials of which he
is custodian and in many other ways assisted me in pros-
ecuting my researches. I wish also to make my ac-
knowledgments to the officials of the Library of Con-
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gress, the Maryland Historical Society, the Johns Hop-
kins University, the Peabody Institute, The Harford
County (Maryland) Historical Society, the Carnegie
Institution of Washington, the United States Depart-
ment of War, and the United States Naval Institute.

Washington, May, 1909. CHARLES OSCAR PAULLIN.






I. FAMILY AND EARLY LIFE: 1773-1797

HE history of our navy may be divided into four

periods: (1) the Continental Navy, 1775-1785;
(2) the Old Navy, 1794-1855; (3) the First Steam
Navy, 1855-1880; and (4) the New Navy, 1880-1909.
The first period, 1775-1785, is almost coincident with
the Revolutionary War, in which conflict Captains John
Paul Jones, John Barry, Esek Hopkins, Abraham
Whipple, Samuel Tucker, and Silas Talbot achieved
distinction. In the second period, 1794-1855, our wars
with France (1798-1801), the Barbary states (18o1-
1806, and 1815), Great Britain (1812-1815), and Mex-
ico (1846-1848) were fought; and the old wooden sail-
ingships were at their best. The years from 1798 to
1815 have been called the heroic age of the American
navy; for then its heroes were the most numerous, its
deeds the most daring, and its operations the most pic-
turesque. These were the years when our vessels were
commanded by Preble, Hull) Decatur, Lawrence, Mac-
donough, Bainbridge, David Porter, O. H. Perry, and
the elder John Rodgers, the subject of this biography.
Shortly before the Civil War, steam-engines began to
supersede sails as a means of propulsion, and the period
of the First Steam Navy, 1855-1880, was ushered in.
The naval celebrities of this era won their laurels in the
Civil War, and many of their names are still well re-
membered ~ Farragut, D. D. Porter, Dupont, Dahl-
gren, Foote, the elder C. H. Davis, and the younger
John Rodgers. The last period of our naval history,
1880-1909, has been marked by the construction of a
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powerful fleet of ironclads, torpedo boats, and subma-
rines, and by the victories of Manila Bay and Santiago
which recently brought Dewey and Sampson into prom-
inence.

The term of naval service of Commodore John Rod-
gers, 1798-1838, lies wholly within the period of the Old
Navy. He was one of the heroes of the navy’s heroic
age, having played a conspicuous part in three naval
wars. For seventeen years he was the senior officer of
the navy; and for more than nineteen years he held one
of the principal administrative offices at Washington,
the presidency of the board of naval commissioners.
Twice he was offered the secretaryship of the navy, and
for a time he served as the secretary of the navy ad in-
terim. He was long a familiar figure in Washington,
where he resided during the latter part of his life, and
where he became acquainted with many of the most dis-
tinguished statesmen of the first half of the nineteenth
century. Not a few of his descendants have achieved
distinction as officers of the navy and of the army, on
the rolls of which service the names of several of his
grandchildren and great-grandchildren are still to be
found.

Commodore John Rodgers sprang from one of the
American branches of the “family of Roger,” whose
numerous members are now well scattered over west-
ern Europe and the United States. The name, Roger,
has many variants and derivatives, of which Rogers and
Rodgers occur the most frequently. It has been com-
mon on the Continent for a thousand years. One of its
early forms, Rudiger, is found in the Nibelungenlied.
The name is said to be derived from two words meaning
red spear. According to one authority the earliest crest
of the Roger escutcheon was a fleur de lis, and the first
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family motto was nos nostraque Deo—ourselves and our
possessions for God.

No fewer than twenty-seven of the companions of
William the Conqueror who crossed the Channel with
him in 1066 bore the name of “Roger.” The descend-
ants of these men and of other immigrants of the family
were soon scattered over England, Scotland, Ireland,
and Wales. In England the family has had members
in every walk of life, high and low, in church and state,
among the nobility and the common people, on land and
at sea. In 1480, Thomas Rogers was keeper and gov-
ernor of the King’s ships. In 1709, Captain Woodes
Rogers rescued Alexander Selkirk from the island
Juan Fernandez; and during our Revolution Captain
Josias Rogers of the Royal Navy commanded the “ Gen-
eral Monk” when she was captured by the American
ship, “ Hyder Ally,” Lieutenant Joshua Barney.

In Scotland the name is usually spelled with a “d”-
Rodgers—although other spellings are not uncommon.
One of the earliest representatives of the family in that
country was Roger, bishop of St. Andrews, who in 1200
founded the episcopal castle of St. Andrews. In the
rock on which this stronghold was built, a deep dungeon
was dug, of the shape of a frustrum of a cone, and with
a diameter at the top of seven feet. Here were confined
many offenders against both the church and the state.
It is of record that in 1544 Friar John Rogers was im-
prisoned in this dungeon for heresy and was later secret-
ly assassinated. A more recent Scottish representative
of the family is Alexander Rodgers, a poet of distinc-
tion. He may have been a near relative of Commodore
John Rodgers, who had a brother of the same name.

Many members of the Rodger clan emigrated from
the British Isles to America, where at the outbreak of
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the Revolution they were fairly numerous. Not a few
of them followed the sea for a livelihood. In Maryland
both the English and Scottish branches were represent-
ed. To the Scottish branch belonged Colonel John
Rodgers, the father of Commodore John Rodgers, and
the founder of the Rodgers family of Havre de Grace,
Maryland. He was born in Scotland about 1726.
When a young man he emigrated to the Middle States,
and about 1760 he married Elizabeth Reynolds, the
daughter of Thomas and Margaret Reynolds of Dela-
ware. This family was a prominent one in that state,
and like the family of Rodgers was of Scotch descent.
Thomas Reynolds was a Presbyterian minister. His
daughter Elizabeth, the mother of Commodore Rod-
gers, was born in 1742 or 1743, and is said to have been
a woman of great energy and strength of character.
Probably soon after his marriage Colonel John Rod-
gers moved to Maryland. A few years before the Revo-
lution he was living on a farm in Baltimore County of
that state, two miles from Lower Susquehanna Ferry.
This little village was situated on the west bank of the
Susquehanna, near its mouth, and on the Philadelphia-
Baltimore post-road, for many years the chief thorough-
fare between the North and the South. About 1774,
Rodgers moved to the village and opened a tavern. At
the outbreak of the Revolution in 1775 he warmly es-
poused the cause of the patriots. Soon after the battle
of Bunker Hill, in accordance with the resolutions of
the Provincial Convention of Maryland, he raised a
company of militia for the defense of his state and took
command of it as captain. In September, 1775, he re-
ported his company as “young and enrolling daily,”
and he was then writing to the Harford County Com-
mittee for arms, which he and his officers agreed to re-
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turn when “ this unhappy contest shall subside.” Rod-
gers and his men may have joined the Continental army
under Washington, although we have found no evi-
dence that they did so. In 1778, he received from the
governor and council of Maryland a commission of cap-
tain of militia. Whether he was promoted to a higher
rank is not known. In the latter part of his life he was
always called Colonel John Rodgers. It is said that on
several occasions during the war he gave proofs of gal-
lantry and patriotism.

In 1774, Harford County, in which was situated Low-
er Susquehanna Ferry, was separated from Baltimore
County and received a government of its own. Both in
1775 and 1776, Colonel Rodgers was appointed by the
Harford County Committee to carry around among his
neighbors for signatures the “Association of the Free-
men of Maryland.” The association bound those who
signed it to support the patriot cause. The names of
those who refused to sign it and the reasons for their re-
fusal were reported by Rodgers and his fellow solicitors
to the county committee. The reasons given by the non-
associators for not joining the patriots were various. One
man had religious scruples, another feared “it would
fetch him into a scrape,” and a third would not sign “ by
reason it is a mystery to him.” Isaac Penrose declared
that he did not choose to fight for liberty and never
would; and Benjamin Fleetwood said that he would go
in a vessel but he would not fight by land.!

Colonel Rodgers seems to have prospered during the
Revolution. In 1776, he formed a partnership with a
friend, and they purchased a sawmill, mill-dam and
mill-race, and built a grist-mill; and in 1777, he bought

1 Preston, W. W. History of Harford County, Maryland, 110-111, 263-264,
312, 322,
2
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a farm of one hundred sixty-five acres on Broad Creek
in Harford County. About 1780, he moved across the
Susquehanna River into Cecil County, opposite to Low-
er Susquehanna Ferry or Havre de Grace, as the village
was renamed. Here for several years he kept the old
stone tavern, still standing in 1897, and operated a ferry
that plied between the east side of the river and Havre
de Grace. His hostelry was a stopping-point on the old
Philadelphia-Baltimore post-road, and was frequented
by Washington, Madison, and many other southern
statesmen traveling to and from the seat of government
at Philadelphia or New York. It was the scene of
many gay parties in which his attractive sons and daugh-
ters participated.? Doubtless in this old stone house his
daughter Maria Ann was married to William Pinkney,
Maryland’s famous orator and jurist.

Colonel and Mrs. Rodgers had eight children, four
sons, Alexander, Thomas Reynolds, John, and George
Washington; and four daughters, Maria Ann, Mary,
Elizabeth, and Rebecca. Thomas was a doctor and a
student at Princeton. George Washington, the young-
est child, was a commodore of the navy, and married a
sister of Commodores O. H. and M. C. Perry. Several
of his sons, grandsons, and great-grandsons became
naval officers. Mary wedded Howes Goldsborough, a
member of a distinguished Maryland family of that
name. Maria Ann married William Pinkney of Mary-
land; and Rebecca, Andrew Gray of Delaware. Sev-
eral of their descendants have been men of national re-
nown. Colonel Rodgers died in 1791. His wife sur-
vived him a quarter of a century. They are buried in
White Clay Creek Cemetery, New Castle County, Del-
aware.

2 Archer, G. W. Letters to R. S. Rodgers, Nov. 18, 1394, Oct. 31, 1897,
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Commodore John Rodgers was one of the older chil-
dren of the family. He was born in 1773 on a farm two
miles from Lower Susquehanna Ferry. The first thir-
teen years of his life were spent in or near this village,
which was renamed Havre de Grace while John was a
boy. There is a tradition that this name was chosen by
Lafayette in honor of the famous French port of Havre
or Havre de Grace. It was first applied to the site of a
proposed city near the village which was laid out about
1780 by Robert Young Stokes, one of the first boomers
of town sites in the United States. It seems that he ex-
pected that the seat of the national government would
be located at the mouth of the Susquehanna, and he
made his plans accordingly. He bought a tract of land
containing eight hundred and fifty acres, and divided it
into forty-five hundred lots. His proposed city, how-
ever, never acquired the dignity of brick and mortar.
Its situation was pleasing and promising enough. The
view of the bay and the surrounding hills was exceed-
ingly beautiful, and the soil of the adjacent countryside
was quite fertile. The head of the Chesapeake abound-
ed in shad and herring, and near by on the Susque-
hanna-a word so sweet-sounding that no less a man
than Robert Louis Stevenson liked to roll it on his
tongue - were the feeding-grounds of the famous can-
vasbacks and redheads. But the fates were against
Stokes’s enterprise.

Young John, who was a remarkably strong and hardy
youth, spent many happy hours fishing and fowling on
the waters near his home. In winter he would some-
times break the ice and swim after the wild ducks which
he shot and killed from the banks of the Susquehanna.
He took part in the games of the boys of the village, and
was their leader in many a daring adventure. He at-



20 COMMODORE JOHN RODGERS

tended the village school, and acquired the rudiments
of an education. He read many books treating of sail-
ors and a seafaring life, which fired his imagination and
aroused his curiosity. The vessels that visited Havre
de Grace were schooner-rigged, and John greatly de-
sired to see a large square-rigged ship. One day at
school he suddenly made up his mind as to what he
should do. He decided to go to Baltimore, thirty-five
miles distant, and see what the big ships were like and
get a job on one of them. Keeping his plans to himself,
he one day set out for Baltimore on foot. Missing John
and learning the route that he had taken, Colonel Rod-
gers followed him on horseback and overtook him as he
was entering the city. The colonel insisted that the
runaway should return home, but he stubbornly refused
to doso. Finding that he had set his heart on going to
sea, the colonel bound him out for five years as an ap-
prentice to a highly respected shipmaster of Baltimore,
Captain Benjamin Folger. The father accompanied
the young sailor to his ship and saw that he was well
settled on board her. Before bidding him good-by,
Colonel Rodgers earnestly requested his son never to
touch strong drink. The boy gave his word, and kept
it. Throughout his long life Commodore Rodgers ab-
stained from the use of spirituous liquors.® This is all
the more remarkable since a century ago, rum was as
great a staple in the navy as bread, and drinking was re-
garded as an accomplishment rather than a curse.

Colonel Rodgers’s choice of Captain Folger as a mas-
ter for his son could not have been bettered. This old
sea-captain had seen much service during the Revolu-
tion on board Baltimore privateers. For a time he was
first officer on the topsail schooner, “ Antelope,” com-
—“;;&ers, Commodore John. Aufobiography, 1-2.
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manded by Captain Jeremiah Yellott, later for several
years federal navy agent at Baltimore. In 1780, he had
a ship of his own, the “ Felicity.” The next year he
went to sea as commander of the “ Antelope,” and sailed
in company with the “ Felicity,” which was now com-
manded by Captain Thomas Cole. The two ships visit-
ed Guadaloupe, and on their return voyage captured off
the Patuxent the notorious privateer, * Jack-o’-the-Lan-
tern.” After the Revolution Folger entered the mer-
chant service. When young Rodgers joined him he
was captain of the “ Maryland,” a fine ship of several
hundred tons burden, owned by himself and Samuel and
John Smith, noted Baltimore merchants of their day.
In 1786 and 1787, Folger visited the French ports,
L’Orient and Bordeaux. In the fall of the latter year
the “ Maryland ” was sold; and in 1788, her command-
er, doubtless accompanied by his apprentice, sailed for
the West Indies as the master of the schooner, “ Pil-
grim.” In the following year he was still engaged in
the trade with these islands, but in 1790 and 1791, he
was sailing out of Baltimore for French and Dutch
ports as master of the ship, “ Harmony.”

Folger disappears from view in 1797, when he was
appointed by President Washington consul to Aux
Cayes, Santo Domingo. He was one of the most skil-
ful and successful of the Baltimore sea-captains of his
time, and was admirably qualified to train his young ap-
prentice in the sailor’s art. To Folger, Rodgers was in
no small degree indebted for his superior seamanship,
his high standards of duty, and his complete mastery of
his calling. His steady habits, willingness to accept re-
sponsibility, and skill as a sailor, soon won for him the
favorable opinion of his captain. Before Rodgers was
cighteen years old, Folger made him first mate of the
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“Harmony”; and a short time after the completion of
his apprenticeship, his former master recommended
him so highly that he obtained the command of a fine
vessel, engaged in the European trade. This good for-
tune came to him early in 1793, before he was twenty
years old.

At this time Baltimore was a city of about fourteen
thousand inhabitants. In the value of her trade she was
the third or fourth port of the Union. Her principal
exports were flour, tobacco, wheat, corn, merchandise,
coffee, furs, staves, rice, bread, flaxseed, turpentine,
rum, and pork. Her imports consisted largely of mer-
chandise, sugar, coffee, wine, distilled spirits, molasses,
and hardware. She had about one hundred coasters,
and about one hundred twenty-five vessels engaged in
foreign trade. The average burden of these craft was
only one hundred fifty tons. The foreign trade was
chiefly with the West Indies and Europe, and occasion-
ally with Africa and the Far East. It often took from
two to three months to cross the Atlantic. Since con-
siderable time was consumed in selling the cargo carried
out and in buying a new one to bring home, not more
than a single voyage to Europe was made, as a rule, in
a year. The old shipmasters acquired much skill as
merchants, as they were frequently called upon to act
in that capacity in the ports visited by them.

Rodgers’s first command was the ship, “Jane,” which
was described as a “ fine stout vessel, well found.” Her
burden was given as 360 hogsheads, 2,400 barrels, or
11,000 bushels—that is some 300 tons. According to
present standards the “ Jane” was a mere cockle-shell,
but she was twice as large as the average Baltimore ship
of her day. She was owned by the Baltimore mer-
chants, Samuel and John Smith.
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Rodgers was captain of the ““ Jane” for four or five
years, and sailed out of Baltimore for English, French,
Spanish, and German ports. He left on his first voyage
early in 1793, and returned home in September from
Cadiz with a load of salt. About a year later the
“Jane” again returned from Europe. A notion of her
cargo may be obtained from the following advertise-
ment inserted in the Baltimore Daily Intelligencer for
October 20, 1794: “JUST IMPORTED—In the Ship
¢ Jane,” Captain Rodgers, from Bordeaux, and for sale
by the subscribers—Brandy, in pipes; choice Claret, in
tierces; White Wine, Vinegar, in anchors; Olives, An-
chovies and Capers, in cases; Men and Women’s white
and colored Gloves, in assorted trunks—SAMUEL and
JoHN SMITH.

In December, 1794, Rodgers sailed for Hamburg,
but owing to cold and boisterous weather he was com-
pelled to pass the winter in an English port, and did not
reach his destination until April, 1795. In September,
he sailed from Liverpool for Baltimore and arrived
home after a long passage of about three months. The
following information found in a Baltimore newspaper
gives us a glimpse of his movements in 1796: “ Yester-
day [ September 27 ] arrived the ship ‘ Jane,” Captain
Rodgers, 70 days from Liverpool—Dry Goods.” The
character of these goods appears from an advertisement
of Yates and Edmonson, Baltimore merchants: “ Have
imported in the * Montezuma’ from London, ‘ Rebecca’
from Hull, and ‘ Jane’ from Liverpool an handsome as-
sortment of Fall Goods— Consisting of superfine and
second clothes, cassimeres, swansdowns, rose and striped
blankets, flannels, plaids, bed ticks, checks, stuffs, worst-
ed and yarn hosiery, white and brown linens, velverets,
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thicksets, etc., etc., which they offer for sale on the usual
terms.”

Many incidents of Rodgers’s service in the merchant
marine have long been forgotten and can not now be
brought to light. In an old Baltimore newspaper, how-
ever, an extract from the log-book of the  Jane” for
July-August, 1796, when she was homeward bound from
Liverpool, has been uncovered. It is remembered that
England and France were then at war with each other:

“July 27: lat. 49° 44/, long. 18° 57": Spoke the ship
‘Maria’ of Boston, 22 days from Norfolk.

“July 28: lat. 48°, long. 19° 37": Spoke the brig
‘Thomas’ of Newburyport, from Alexandria, bound to
Falmouth, 27 days out.

“August g: lat. 45°, long. 32”: Was boarded by the
‘La Bayonnaize, a French ship of 28 guns. She was
one of a cruising squadron which had taken upwards of
fifty English vessels, all of which they destroyed, taking
out their crews. The officer informed Captain Rodgers
that five days before they had taken an English South
Seaman of about 5oo tons and deeply laden with oil,
which they had also destroyed.

“August 18: lat. 45° 12/, long. 35° 50": Spoke the
brig ¢ Juno’ from New York, bound to Liverpool, three
weeks out.

“August 31: lat. 40°, long. 60": Was boarded by the
¢ Ganges,’ 74, from St. Christophers, bound to England,
with 101 sail of transport under convoy, the greater part
of which had French prisoners on board from St. Lucia.
There was another 74 in company with the above fleet.” *

As master of the ““Jane,” Rodgers exacted absolute
obedience from his crew, who early learned to fear and
respect him. The habit of command came natural to

4 Federal Gazette and Baltimore Daily Adwvertiser, Sept. 29, 1796.
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Rodgers, being probably an inheritance from his Scot-
tish ancestry. In his long career at sea, only once did his
men show a disposition to disobey him, and then the cir-
cumstances were such as excused them from the charge
of mutiny. On one of his passages to Europe in the
‘““Jane,” he was carried by adverse winds into the North
Sea. His provisions were nearly exhausted, three of his
crew were frozen to death in one night, and the rest of
his men gave themselves up to sullen despair. When
Rodgers ordered them to go aloft and secure the frozen
rigging, they refused. Indignant at their pusillanim-
ity, their young captain stripped off his jacket and shirt;
and wearing only his trousers and shoes, he himself went
aloft, telling his crew he would show them what a man
could do. Ashamed of their weakness, they soon fol-
lowed him, and never afterwards showed a disposition
to question his orders. The “ Jane” arrived safely in
port.

Another incident illustrates equally well the spirit
and resolution of young Rodgers. He was in Liver-
pool in May, 1796, when Sir Banastre Tarleton, a
major-general in the British army, was a candidate for
re-election as a member of the House of Commons from
that city. Tarleton was justly hated by all Americans.
During the Revolution he had been a cavalry leader in
the British army and had fought in our Southern States
where he gained such a reputation for cruelty that
“Tarleton’s quarter” came to mean a general butchery.
One day during the general’s canvass in Liverpool for
re-election, his enthusiastic followers carried him
through the streets, with a howling rabble at their heels.
He was seated on a chair which was supported by a
party of ship carpenters. One of them bore a large
banner representing Tarleton upon horseback charging
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a band of fleeing Americans whose national flag was
being trampled in the dust by the charger’s hoofs. The
procession happened to pass a tavern in which Rodgers
and several of his countrymen were dining. Disturbed
by the shouting on the street, the little party of Amer-
icans ran to the window to discover its cause. INo soon-
er did Rodgers catch sight of the insulting emblem, than
he hurried down stairs, pushed his way through the
crowd, knocked down the astonished standard-bearer,
and escaping from the mob returned to the inn. Hav-
ing armed himself with pistols and sabre, the young
captain, accompanied by one of his American friends,
went to the hustings and demanded an explanation of
General Tarleton. The general disclaimed all knowl-
edge of the insult, and said that he would be glad to
meet Rodgers at his committee rooms in the evening.
At the meeting Tarleton and his committee disapproved
of the objectionable banner, and gave their word that it
should be destroyed. Rodgers was carried to his lodg-
ings in triumph by a party of Tarleton’s supporters,
who in this manner showed their admiration of the
spirit and patriotism exhibited by the young American.’

During his long career at sea in both the merchant
marine and the navy Rodgers never lost a vessel or ran
one aground. In his day such accidents were by no
means uncommon. Qur coasts were neither charted,
lighted, nor buoyed; and our ships were often frail
craft such as mariners would now refuse to take beyond
soundings. The nautical instruments in use were few
and imperfect, and the sciences of meteorology, magnet-
ism, and hydrography were little developed. The seas
were still infested with pirates. Wars were frequent,

5 Federal Gazette and Baltimore Daily Adwvertiser, Sept. s, 1796, “Family
Sketch of the Life of Commodore John Rodgers,” 22-23.
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and the belligerents often indulged in robbery and mur-
der. Some of the old ships had an unfortunate practice
of suddenly upsetting, without warning. In 1796, Cap-
tain David Porter, the father of Commodore David
Porter and grandfather of Admiral D. D. Porter, lost
his vessel in this manner. Porter and his crew and pas-
sengers, fourteen in all, succeeded in manning two small
boats, in which they started for the land three hundred
miles distant. After spending several days in this
plight, they were picked up by a Salem brig a few hours
before the coming on of a heavy gale.

When Rodgers left the merchant service in 1797, he
had spent eleven years at sea, and was only twenty-four
years old, an age when many a young man is still hesitat-
ing over the choice of a career. From an apprenticeship
before the mast he had risen to a captaincy, the highest
post on board a merchantman. He had met every de-
mand of the difficult and exacting craft of a sailor, and
had laid securely the foundations of his nautical career.
He knew a ship from bow to stern, from keel to main
truck, and was equally at home aloft and on deck. His
tastes, habits, and character had received that ineffacea-
ble stamp which is given by service on shipboard. He
had proven beyond peradventure that those intuitive
promptings that led him when a mere boy to leave home
and to follow the sea were not mere idle fancies, but
were a real call to a life work.






II. LIEUTENANT AND CAPTAIN IN THE
NAVY: 1798-1799

OMMODORE Rodgers’s early manhood was co-

incident with an important period of our naval
history. From 1794 to 1801, the navy under the Consti-
tution was established, the navy department was
organized, and our naval war with France was fought.
Early in 1794, when a need for armed vessels to protect
our commerce from the depredations of the Barbary cor-
sairs had arisen, Congress authorized the construction
of six frigates, the ‘“Constitution,” “ United States,”
“President,” “ Constellation,” “ Congress,” and *‘ Ches-
apeake.” Until the frigates were completed only six
officers, one to superintend the building of each ship,
were required. For these, President Washington nat-
urally turned to the officers of the Continental or Rev-
olutionary navy, which service was discontinued in
1785.  John Paul Jones, the most brilliant of the early
commanders, was dead. Esek Hopkins, the command-
er-in-chief of the Continental navy, was too old for
active service. James Nicholson, its senior captain, was
now in his fifty-eighth year. Next to Jones, Commo-
dore John Barry of Pennsylvania, was probably the
most illustrious of the Revolutionary heroes, and he it
was whom Washington in June, 1794, chose to head the
new navy list. The other five captains selected at this
time were Samuel Nicholson and Joshua Barney of
Maryland, Silas Talbot of New York, and Richard
Dale and Thomas Truxtun of Pennsylvania. FEach of
these six officers had served with distinction in the Rev-
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olution. Barry, Nicholson, and Talbot had been cap-
tains, and Barney and Dale lieutenants, in the Conti-
nental navy; and Truxtun had commanded privateers.

When in 1796, our relations with the Barbary powers
became more peaceful, the building of the six frigates
was partly suspended, but in 1797-1798, the threatening
aspect of our affairs with France caused it to be resumed
and to be prosecuted with vigor. In June, 1798, the
navy department was organized, with Benjamin Stod-
dert of Georgetown, District of Columbia, as naval sec-
retary. In the spring of that year an irregular and
desultory naval war between the United States and
France broke out and continued until February, 18o1.
This quasi conflict led to a large increase of the navy,
which at its maximum strength consisted of fifty ves-
sels, seven hundred fifty officers, and fifty-five hundred
seamen.

For naval officers the authorities at Philadelphia first
scanned the Revolutionary rolls, as we have seen, but
its eligibles were soon exhausted. They next turned to
the merchant service, where were to be found many
masters and mates, experienced and well seasoned,
though still young in years. These vigorous sailors
were skilful in seamanship, bold in execution, keen for
adventure, and ambitious for distinction. They were
the raw material out of which excellent naval officers
were to be made. The lieutenants and the midshipmen
of the new navy came largely from this source, and
many of the captains had spent most of their life on
board merchantmen. During the years that Rodgers
was sailing out of Baltimore, John Barry, Richard Dale,
Thomas Tingey, Raymond Christopher Perry, and
Thomas Truxtun were commanding East Indiamen;
and the two Stephen Decaturs, Samuel and James Bar-
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ron, Charles Stewart, Edward Preble, William Bain-
bridge, and David Porter were employed in the Atlan-
tic trade. Only some two or three of the lieutenants who
received appointments in the new navy had served in
the Revolutionary navies. Lieutenant Edward Preble,
a good friend of Rodgers, was a midshipman in the
Massachusetts navy; and Lieutenant James Barron, a
bitter enemy, had held a minor office under his father,
the commodore of the Virginia navy.

In the spring of 1798 the first three vessels of the new
fleet, ““ Constitution,” “ United States,” and ‘“ Constella-
tion,” were being officered and fitted out for sea. On
March 8, President Adams appointed several of the
junior officers of these ships, and on the following day
they were confirmed by the Senate. For the “ Constel-
lation” he chose Simon Gross of Maryland, first lieu-
tenant; John Rodgers of Maryland, second lieutenant;
and William Cowper of Virginia, third lieutenant.
Gross soon resigned his office and Rodgers was promot-
ed to be first lieutenant and executive officer of the ship.
Besides Rodgers, three other young men whose names
long remained on the navy list were appointed lieuten-
ants on March 8, 1798. They were James Barron of
Virginia, Charles Stewart of Pennsylvania, and Isaac
Hull of Massachusetts. William Bainbridge of New
York received a lieutenancy in August, and Isaac
Chauncey of the same state in September. The roll of
midshipmen was headed by James Macdonough of Del-
aware. A few numbers below him were David Porter
of Maryland, Stephen Decatur Jr. of Pennsylvania, and
James Lawrence of New Jersey. O. H. Perry of Rhode
Island received a midshipman’s warrant in April, 1799.

Rodgers was twenty-five years old when he entered
the navy. Quite young for a lieutenant, according to



34 COMMODORE JOHN RODGERS

present standards; but not so young as were a few of the
officers of his time when they reached that grade.
O. H. Perry became acting lieutenant on the day that
he was seventeen. Lawrence held a similar commission
when a little more than eighteen, and Ludlow who fell
with Lawrence on the “ Chesapeake” when seventeen.®
Stewart and the elder Porter were lieutenants at nine-
teen, and Farragut was an acting lieutenant at eighteen.
Very small were the wages received by the officers of
the Old Navy, Rodgers’s first pay was forty dollars a
month and his subsistence three rations a day. As a ra-
tion was then estimated to be worth twenty cents, his
yearly income would amount to six hundred ninety-nine
dollars. His captain received seventy-five dollars a
month and six rations a day. As a sample ration, and
as an illustration of the sailor’s bill of fare at this time,
we may take that established for a Saturday: one pound
of bread, one pound of pork, half a pint of peas or beans,
four ounces of cheese, and a pint of distilled spirits.
Rodgers was exceedingly fortunate in his first assign-
ment of duty, for no service during the naval war with
France was as desirable as that on board the frigate
“Constellation” under her commander, Commodore
Thomas Truxtun, who was by all odds the most success-
ful officer of the war, and greatly outshone his naval
superiors in rank, Commodores Barry, Nicholson, and
Talbot. Truxtun fought the only frigate fights of the
little conflict. He began his nautical career about 1765
as an apprentice on board the English packet-ship “Pitt.”
By 1797, he had had (quoting his own words) “thirty-
two long years’ experience and constant practice at sea
on board various ships from a sixty-four down.” Dur-

6 Cooper, J. F. Lives of Distinguished American Naval Officers (Philadel-
phia, 1846), vol. ii, 153-154.
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ing the Revolution he commanded several privateers and
made many captures of British vessels. After that war
he entered the merchant service, and engaged chiefly in
the China trade. His ship, “Canton,” was one of the
first Philadelphia vessels to visit the port of Canton,
China.

The frigate, “Constellation,” was built at the shipyard
of David Stodderin Baltimore, in accordance with plans
furnished by Joshua Humphreys, a noted marine archi-
tect and the chief naval constructor under Washington
and Adams. She has been described as one of those
happy, first products of our navy that were never after-
wards surpassed. In beauty of hull she was not even
equalled by the famous “Constitution.” The easy swell
of her sides and the general harmony of her proportions
were incomparable. Her length of keel was 161 feet
and her breadth of beam 40 feet. Her tonnage was 1265
tons, and her complement 340 men. Her speed was ten
knots on a wind, and twelve and a half knots free. When
equipped for sea she carried 100 tons of ballast, 30,000
gallons of water, and four months’ provisions. She was
rated as a 36-gun frigate.

The navy when Rodgers entered it was new, irregular
in its methods, and without esprit de corps. On its first
officers, and especially on those who had served in the
Revolutionary navies, devolved the duty of establishing
naval customs, traditions, and standards of habit and
action. Truxtun took great pains to enforce a strict
system on board his ship. He issued detailed orders to
his officers prescribing their conduct towards him and
towards each other. No officer was to offer an opinion
on the work of the ship unless requested to do so by the
captain. No officer was to sleep on shore without the
captain’s permission. FEach officer must be “civil and

3
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polite to every one and particularly so to strangers, for
civility does not interfere with discipline.” ‘“To obey
without hesitation,” Truxtun said, “is a maxim always
practised by me to my superiors in every point of duty,
and the same sort of conduct I expect in return by all
officers under my orders.” He cautioned his lieuten-
ants against “improper familiarity” with the seamen
and the petty officers. He said that when he invited
any of the gentlemen of the quarter-deck to his table he
would expect “all that reserve when on duty set aside,
except what a just decorum and becoming deference
may warrant among gentlemen.” He greatly lamented
that some of the young officers of the navy were addicted
to that “detestable vice, drunkenness. . . In fact every
drunkard is a nuisance, and no drunkard ought to be
employed, and if employed shall ever remain an officer
with me.” However, he did not mean to imply that a
convivial fellow who may become cheerful in company
was a drunkard.

Rodgers’s first naval duty was the enlisting of seamen
at Baltimore for the “Constellation.” By the middle of
June, 1798, his ship was ready for a cruise, and his com-
mander had received orders to protect our commerce
from the depredations of French vessels. Truxtun’s
cruising-grounds extended from Cape Henry to the
northern boundary of Florida. He went to sea late in
June and returned to Hampton Roads early in August,
not having seen a single French vessel. On August tenth,
he received orders from the department to proceed with
the “Constellation” and the “Baltimore,” Captain Isaac
Phillips, to Havana and convoy home a fleet of Ameri-
can merchantmen which the French were blockading
in that port. He arrived at Havana about the middle
of September, and after cruising in the vicinity of that
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port for ten days left for Hampton Roads with sixty
merchantmen. Several French cruisers were at Ha-
vana when the fleet sailed, but owing to the vigilance of
the naval ships they were unable to make any captures.
One of the vessels of the convoy, the ‘“America,” which
was attacked by a French privateer, made a spirited
resistance and forced her antagonist to retire, after he
had lost three men. All the merchantmen reached the
ports of their destination in safety. The “Constella-
tion” arrived at Hampton Roads about the middle of
October. The secretary of the navy congratulated Trux-
tun on his success in bringing home this valuable fleet,
estimated to be worth a million dollars, saying that the
manner in which he had executed his work would afford
satisfaction to the president and the country.

That Rodgers performed efficiently his duties on the
“Constellation” during her first cruises we know from
the complimentary terms in which his commander rec-
ommended him to the secretary of the navy. Truxtun
asked that his executive officer be made a captain and
be assigned to the command of the ship “Baltimore.”
Stoddert wrote in reply that Rodgers might have the
command of that ship and that he expected soon to make
him a captain, but that he could not do so immediately
as he wished to “bring forward one or two other lieuten-
ants at the same time to prevent jealousy as well as re-
ward merit.” As the “Baltimore” was at sea Rodgers
chose to remain on the “Constellation.”

For several weeks after his return from Havana,
Truxtun was in port preparing his ship for an exten-
sive cruise. Since the French were preying upon our
commerce in the West Indies with disastrous effect,
having already captured several hundred American
vessels, President Adams decided to send thither a large
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part of our navy. In December, 1798, orders were
issued dividing the fleet in commission into four small
squadrons. Commodore Stephen Decatur Sr., with the
“Delaware” and one or two revenue cutters, was to pro-
ceed to the northern coast of Cuba and cruise between
Havana and Matanzas. Commodore Thomas Tingey,
with the “ Ganges” and two smaller vessels, was directed
to guard the windward passage, between Cuba and Hai-
ti. The two principal squadrons were placed under the
command of Commodores John Barry and Thomas
Truxtun. Barry’s fleet consisted of his flag-ship “Unit-
ed States,” the frigate “Constitution,” Captain Samuel
Nicholson, and eight other vessels. His rendezvous
was Prince Rupert’s bay, St. Dominica, and his cruis-
ing-grounds extended from St. Kitts to Barbadoes and
Tobago. Truxtun’s fleet, as first constituted, comprised
his flag-ship “Constellation,” Lieutenant John Rodgers;
brigantine “ Richmond,” Captain Samuel Barron; ship
“Baltimore,” Captain Isaac Phillips; schooner “Vir-
ginia,” Captain Francis Bright; brig “Norfolk,” Cap-
tain Thomas Williams; and schooner ‘“Retaliation,”
Lieutenant William Bainbridge. He was ordered to
cruise between St. Kitts and Porto Rico, and beyond
those limits when circumstances rendered it advisable.

Truxtun’s sailing orders from the department, which
were dated December 8, 1798, closed with the following
words of exhortation: “The President commands me
to express to you his high confidence in your ability,
bravery, enterprize, and zeal for your country’s interest
and honor; and his full assurance that the honor of the
American flag will never be tarnished in your hands.
And he desires me to add as a particular request that
you will excite as much as possible in the officers under
your command such a spirit as ought to animate such
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men engaged in such a cause, and a high respect for the
honor of our flag.” Truxtun and his officers needed no
prompting to deeds of valor from Adams and Stoddert,
for they were keen for a chance to distinguish them-
selves. Many of the officers and seamen of the “Con-
stellation” were Marylanders. The executive officer
was from Harford County, as was also the fourth lieu-
tenant, John Archer, whose family is still an honored
one. Andrew Sterrett, the third lieutenant, and Am-
brose Shirley, the sailing-master, were Marylanders.
Midshipman David Porter, now eighteen years old,
was a Baltimorean. Second Lieutenant William Cow-
per was a Virginian, as was also Midshipman Arthur
Sinclair. Midshipman James Macdonough was from
Delaware. Four of Truxtun’s officers, Rodgers, Porter,
Macdonough, and Sinclair, later reached the highest
rank in the navy.

Truxtun arrived on his station about the middle of
January, 1799, and at once began active cruising. He
employed the smaller vessels of his squadron in convoy-
ing American merchantmen to safe latitudes to the
northward of the islands. For the first three weeks no
noteworthy incidents occurred, with the exception of the
chasing of several vessels and the exchanging of shots
with the French forts at Basseterre, Guadaloupe. At
this time there were only two French ships of war in the
West Indies, the “ Volontaire,” 40, and “ Insurgente,’
36. These frigates had lately arrived out from France,
and had signalized themselves by capturing the schoon-
er “Retaliation,” 14, Lieutenant William Bainbridge.
Hearing of their arrival, the secretary of the navy at
Philadelphia wrote to Truxtun cautioning him to be on
his guard, and suggesting that if the frigates were not
blockaded in port by Barry or the English it would
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probably be best for him to unite his squadron with
Barry’s. Truxtun was not the man to adopt this sug-
gestion, for he had no notion of subjecting himself to
the orders of his superior. If distinction was to be won,
he would win it for himself.

Early in February Truxtun, having ordered the “Nor-
folk” and “Richmond” to attend to a fleet of merchant-
men in need of a convoy, left Basseterre, St. Kitts, in his
flag-ship. He first stretched under Montserrat towards
Guadaloupe and thence under the lee of Antigua and
Barbuda. Having seen only two merchantmen and a
British frigate, he decided to change his cruising-
grounds. He therefore ran down towards Nevis—
with important results, as may be seen from the follow-
ing account written by his executive officer, Lieutenant
John Rodgers:

“At meridian on the gth instant, Nevis bearing wW.S.w.
distant 5 or 6 leagues, saw a large ship to the southward;
bore away and gave chase. At 1 p.m. made the British
privateer signal for the day; it not being answered, made
the American signal; neither of which being answered,
it was suspected the chase was an enemy, notwithstand-
ing she had an American ensign flying at the mizzen
peak. Soon after, these suspicions proved well founded,
for the American ensign was hauled down and the
French national flag hoisted in its place and a gun fired
to windward ; upon which our brave commander, who
well deserves the appellation, ordered the ship cleared
and everything got ready for battle, according to our
established rule on board this ship.

“ At 2 p.m. the chase carried away her maintopmast,
and bore away before the wind for a short time, after
which, finding we continued the chase, she hauled up
within eight points of the wind, on the starboard tack.
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At a quarter past 3 p.m., it blowing extremely hard, and
our ship being rather crank, we ran close under the
enemy’s lee for the sake of working our guns with more
facility. As soon as we got abreast of the enemy, she
hailed several times, but no answer was given. The
commodore ordered myself with the other lieutenants
commanding divisions to fire directly into the hull as
soon as we could bring our guns to bear, and to load
with two round shot principally, during the action. All
the orders being complied with, we raked her several
times in the course of the action, which went on to our
most sanguine expectation.

“At a quarter past 4 p.m. the enemy struck. At the
time she struck we lay directly athwart her stern and
should certainly have sent her to the infernal regions
had we fired whilst in that position. When she struck
I was ordered to board and take possession and to send
the captain and first lieutenant on board the “Constella-
tion,” which was done, and an exchange of prisoners
immediately took place. Although I would not have
you think me bloody-minded, yet I must confess the
most gratifying sight my eyes ever beheld was seventy
French pirates ( you know I have just cause to call them
such ) wallowing in their gore, twenty-nine of whom
were killed and forty-one wounded. She proved to be
the famous French frigate ‘Insurgente,’ mounting 40
guns and 8 swivels, with 411 men.

“The action of only one hour and a quarter has given
the arms of the United States at sea one of the fastest-
sailing and finest frigates in the French navy, and that
too with much less injury to the ‘Constellation’ than is
usual in captures of this sort, and without much blood
being spilt on our side, having only one man killed and
two badly wounded, with two slightly wounded. Know-
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ing that you have the success of our infant navy at heart,
and are particularly attached to the ‘Constellation,’ I
have been induced to give you this particular detail.
Though I am not in the habit of boasting, yet I candidly
tell you I should feel happy with the same officers and
same men on going alongside of the best s0-gun ship the
all-conquering French Republic have—at any hour.””’

Some tactical details of the fight may be added to
Rodgers’s account. The engagement began about 3:15
p.m. on February 9. The “Constellation,” being on the
port quarter of the “Insurgente,” poured a broadside
into her, which was returned. The French captain at
once luffed his ship with a view to boarding the “Con-
stellation,” but owing to the loss of her maintopmast,
she did not quickly respond, and Truxtun was able to
run ahead and rake her as he passed her bow. The
American captain now took a favorable position on the
starboard side of the “Insurgente” and gave and received
broadsides for the larger part of an hour. At 4:20 p.m,,
the “Constellation” drew ahead, and again raked the
enemy’s ship. Next she passed astern, and raked her
antagonist for the third time. The “Constellation”
now took an advantageous position directly athwart the
stern of the “Insurgente” and forced her to surrender.
The French ship hauled down her flag about 4:30 p.m.

The “Insurgente” lost seventy men, of whom twenty-
nine were killed, twenty-two badly wounded, and nine-
teen slightly wounded. The “Constellation” had four
men wounded. One of them, a seaman, died of his
wounds; and another, Midshipman Macdonough, lost
a foot. 'To these four men may be added a fifth, killed
by Lieutenant Sterrett for deserting his quarters. “One
fellow,” Sterrett wrote, “I was obliged to run through

7 Claypoole’s American Daily Advertiser, March 13, 1799.
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the body with my sword, and so put an end to a coward.
You must not think this strange, for we would put a
man to death for even looking pale on board of this
ship.” The sails and rigging of both vessels were much
damaged, but the “Insurgente” suffered more than her
antagonist. Her mizzentopmast was shot away, her
spanker was riddled, and her braces, bowlines and fore-
topsails were much cut up. Truxtun’s foretopmast was
struck by an eighteen-pound shot and rendered useless.
At the time of its injury Midshipman Porter was sta-
tioned in the foretop. He hailed the commodore and
informed him that his mast had been struck, but Trux-
tun was too busy to attend to it. Porter thereupon with
great presence of mind climbed up amid a shower of
balls and cut away the slings, let down the yards, and
thus saved the mast.

The “Insurgente” carried two more guns than the
“Constellation,” but in weight of metal she was inferior
to the American ship. She mounted forty guns; four
36-pound carronades, two 24’s, two 18’s, twenty-four
12’s, and eight 6’s. The “Constellation” mounted thir-
ty-eight 24’s and 12%. Captain Barreaut, the com-
mander of the “Insurgente,” was greatly embarrassed
in maneuvering his ship by the loss of her maintopmast.
Notwithstanding the skill and gallantry that he dis-
played in the fight, he was found guilty of not making
sufficient resistance by a court martial that tried him at
L’Orient in October, 1799. The court, however, de-
cided that he was innocent of all charges tending to
discredit his seamanship, courage, and honor. Trux-
tun reported to the secretary of the navy that Barreaut
defended his ship manfully.

Next to Truxtun his executive officer, John Rodgers,
who commanded the first division of guns on the gun-
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deck, deserved most credit for the success of the “Con-
stellation.” The second and third divisions were in
charge, respectively, of Lieutenants Cowper and Ster-
rett. Truxtun reported that the zeal of these three
officers could not be surpassed. “I intend to give Lieu-
tenant John Rodgers an order to command the ‘Insur-
gente’,” the commodore wrote to Stoddert on February
fourteenth. “He was one of the first lieutenants ap-
pointed, and has a claim to being among the first promo-
tions; but a very strong one for behaving well and being
the first lieutenant of the ‘Constellation’ at the capture
of the first governmental ship of any consequence ever
made by the arms of the United States at sea since our
being known as a nation.”® The last statement is true
if Truxtun means to say that the “Insurgente” was the
largest ship captured by our navy since our treaty of
peace with England in 1783. Before that date one
larger vessel, the “Serapis,” the prize of John Paul
Jones, was taken by our arms.

Soon after the “Insurgente” surrendered, late in the
afternoon of February ninth, Truxtun ordered Rodgers
to take possession of her as prize-master, which he at
once did, accompanied by Midshipman Porter and
eleven seamen. While the crew of the prize were
being removed to the “Constellation,” night set in and
a gale began to blow which separated the two ships.
One hundred sixty-three prisoners still remained on
board the ‘“Insurgente.” Noting the weakness of the
prize crew, which consisted of only two officers and
eleven seamen, the prisoners began to concert measures
for retaking the ship. Unfortunately for the Ameri-
cans, the gratings had been thrown overboard, the hand-
cuffs had disappeared, and the decks were encumbered

8 Federal Gazette and Baltimore Daily Adwvertiser, March 14, 1799.
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by the dead and by fallen spars, sails, and rigging. On
perceiving the intention of the prisoners, Rodgers
acted with great promptness and resolution. Seizing
all the small arms, he drove the mutinous men into the
lower hold of the ship, and stationed at each hatchway
a sentinel armed with a blunderbuss, a cutlass, and
pistols, and gave him orders to fire should the men
attempt to force a passage. For two days and three
nights Rodgers guarded the prisoners and navigated
the ship, being ably assisted by Midshipman Porter.
Only by the presence of mind, courage, and vigilance of
the young commander were the prisoners held in sub-
jection.” Finally the gale abated and the “Insurgente”
rejoined the “Constellation.” About noon of February
thirteenth, the two ships arrived at Basseterre, St. Kitts.

As England and France were then at war, the inhabi-
tants of this British town were delighted to see the
“Insurgente”; and many of them, including the chief
dignitaries of the island, visited the ship. Truxtun was
asked to fire a salute in order that the government might
have an opportunity of expressing its good-will by re-
turning the compliment, and he willingly complied
with the request. The British commander-in-chief of
St. Kitts sent Truxtun a letter of congratulation and
offered him every service in his power. Taking advan-
tage of this kindness, the commodore decided to place
the wounded Frenchmen in a hospital on shore, and he
ordered Rodgers to direct their removal. Soon after
his arrival at Basseterre, he formally thanked his offi-
cers and crew for their gallant conduct during the fight
and told them that they should be honorably mentioned
to President Adams.

9 Goldsborough, C. W. The United States Naval Chronicle (Washington,
1824), 132-133.



48 COMMODORE JOHN RODGERS

Early in March the two ships, having been re-
paired and refitted, were again ready for active cruising.
The “ Insurgente” had been supplied with a crew drawn
chiefly from unemployed sailors at Basseterre, and
Rodgers had received a written order to take command
of her.

As Truxtun wished to show his prize under American
colors to the French governor of Guadaloupe, the ves-
sels sailed for that island. The following story of their
cruise is told. In accordance with a plan agreed upon,
the “Constellation” and “Insurgente” separated before
they reached Guadaloupe. When they came in sight
of the island they appeared to bear up for Basseterre,
one under French and the other under American colors.
As they approached each other they began firing and -
pretended to be engaged in a fierce combat. A French
privateer schooner that came to the aid of the supposed
French vessel did not discover the deception until too
late and was captured. The story appears to be in the
main true. The schooner is believed to have been the
“Union,” which was taken by Truxtun on this cruise.
The three vessels returned to St. Kitts on March fif-
teenth.

Here Truxtun found the secretary of the governor
of Guadaloupe, who demanded in the name of his mas-
ter the restoration of the “Insurgente,” and declared
that if she was not surrendered the governor would give
orders for the capture of all American vessels without
discrimination. Truxtun answered that he had acted
in obedience to the orders of his government and that
the threats of the governor would not induce him to
disobey them. After trying in vain the effect of prom-
ises, entreaties, and imprecations, the secretary returned
to Guadaloupe, leaving Truxtun (according to one au-
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thority ) “muttering, as customary, ‘Vengeance and the
Great Nation’.” !

In the latter part of March the two ships were again
cruising on their station, but they made no captures.
As they were in need of repairs and as the term for
which the crew of the “Constellation” had enlisted was
about to expire, Truxtun decided to return to the United
States. On the seventh of May, he and Rodgers left
St. Kitts, and thirteen days later they arrived at Hamp-
ton Roads. Almost a year had elapsed since they first
went to sea in the “Constellation.”

The welcome extended to Truxtun was more cordial
and general than any hitherto received by an American
naval officer. Previous to his arrival his victory had
been celebrated in the principal cities of the Union.
On March thirteenth, a public dinner had been given
at Baltimore in honor of the brave commander and his
officers and crew. Soon after his return the citizens of
Norfolk gave him a dinner, on which occasion several
companies of militia turned out to assist in acclaiming
the hero. On the Fourth of July at Baltimore the navy
and its recent victory were toasted and the health of the
commodore was drunk after the following sentiment
had been proposed: “Captain Truxtun; may his name
be honored by every American for his late victory, and
prove a terror to every insurgent.”” The commodore
received congratulatory letters from all parts of the
Union. Ships were christened for him, and Trux-
tun hats were all the vogue. President Adams and
Secretary Stoddert warmly thanked the officers and
crew of the “Constellation” for their victory, which
had served to stimulate national pride and to strengthen
the naval policy of the Federalists. Truxtun’s success

10 Naval Chronicle ( London), vol. i, 539.
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attracted the attention of the English, and especially
of the merchants of Lloyd’s coffee-house, London, who
presented him with a gift of plate as a token of their
regard. Captain Barreaut, late of the “Insurgente,”
wrote to him that he united all the qualities that char-
acterize a man of honor, courage, and humanity.
Truxtun’s chief officer, Lieutenant Rodgers, came in
for a full share of praise and glory. He was invited to
attend some of the public festivities given in honor of
the victory. The manner in which an appreciation
of his services was expressed on one occasion may be
seen from the following note extracted from a Balti-
more newspaper for 1799: “On Monday morning, July
1, a number of seamen, lately belonging to the ‘ Constel-
lation,’ to evince their respect for their former lieuten-
ant, John Rodgers, carried him through the principal
streets of Baltimore on a chair elegantly decorated. On
passing Market street ( Broadway ), Fell’s Point, the
procession was saluted by a discharge of cannon.” Soon
after his arrival at Hampton Roads from St. Kitts,
Rodgers received a substantial recognition of his gallant
conduct by being promoted to a captaincy in the navy.
Secretary Stoddert would have made Rodgers a cap-
tain in the winter of 1798-1799 had he not been waiting
to promote several other lieutenants at the same time.
In January, 1799, he wrote to Truxtun that Rodgers
might be given command of the “Baltimore” when she
arrived at St. Kitts. Later, after the young lieutenant
had received the “Insurgente,” he wrote that Rodgers
certainly deserved that ship, but that since his continu-
ing in command of a frigate might hurt the feelings of
the captains he would have to yield his place to one of
his seniors in rank. Truxtun was in no mood to see his
first lieutenant displaced by a captain, but his protests
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to the department were unavailing. Early in June
Stoddert detached Rodgers from the “Insurgente” and
ordered him to report for duty at Baltimore. At the
same time the secretary sent him a captain’s commission,
dating it March s, 1799, probably the date of his order
from Truxtun to command the “Insurgente.” Rodgers
was the first lieutenant in the navy under the Constitu-
tion to be regularly promoted to the rank of captain.
After him the next lieutenants to receive captaincies
were Edward Preble, John Mullowny, and James Bar-
ron. In the Continental navy, John Paul Jones was the
first lieutenant to be made a captain. Only a few lieu-
tenants of our navy, of whom Rodgers was the first, have
commanded frigates. He was the youngest officer to be
thus honored, with the exception of Stephen Decatur
Jr., who commanded the “Constitution” at the age of
twenty-five.

The “Insurgente” was bought by the government and
added to the ships of the navy. Rodgers’s share of the
purchase price, as a captor, was sixteen hundred eighty
dollars. His successor in command of the prize was
Captain Alexander Murray, eighteen years his senior in
age. For nine months during 1799-1800, Murray
cruised in various parts of the Atlantic, stretching as
far eastward as the coast of Spain. He was succeeded
in command by Captain Patrick Fletcher, who sailed
from Hampton Roads on August 8, 1800, and was never
heard of afterwards. It is supposed that his vessel was
lost in the “equinoctial gale” of that year.

11 Lieutenant Patrick Fletcher, who was promoted to a captaincy on Sep-
tember 9, 1798, had been temporarily appointed lieutenant on July 7 for special
reasons, with the understanding that he was soon to be made a captain. - U.S.
Senate. Journal of Executive Proceedings, vol. i, 28s.






III. COMMANDER OF THE “MARYLAND?”
1799-1801

ARLY in June, 1799, Rodgers was detached from

the “Insurgente” at Norfolk and was ordered to
Baltimore to attend to the equipping of the ship “Mary-
land.” About the middle of the month he received the
following letter from Secretary of the Navy Stoddert:
“I do myself the honor to enclose your commission as
captain of the navy service of the United States. It is
the President’s desire that you take command of the
‘Maryland’ at Baltimore. You will be pleased there-
fore to take charge of that ship; assist Mr. Yellott in
having her fitted, and as soon as you think her in a con-
dition to receive her men, let me know it that the re-
cruiting service may commence. The men ought not
to be engaged too soon, nor must the ship after she is
ready wait for the men. You will know how to avoid
both extremes.”

The “Maryland” was rated as a twenty-gun sloop of
war. She actually carried twenty-six guns, probably
12’s and smaller calibres. Her burden was three hun-
dred eighty tons, and her complement was one hundred
eighty men. She was built by the merchants of Balti-
more and presented to the federal government. There
was nothing exceptional about the “Maryland” unless
it was her carved work. This was quite elaborate, and
if we may believe the Baltimore Federal Gazette, it
reflected no small honor on the progress of American
arts, It was executed in a masterly style by a Philadel-

phia artist, and was described by the Gazette as follows:
4
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“The head is a beautiful female figure, in a standing
position ( the pedestal and figure measuring eight and a
half feet), representing the goddess of commerce and
plenty; her right arm is extended, holding in her hand
a medal displaying a vessel and insignia of commerce,
which she appears to be contemplating; her left arm
retains the cornucopia reversed ; the trail-boards present
emblems of the arts and sciences, shipbuilding, agricul-
ture, etc., etc. ; the whole emblematic of the wealth, pur-
suits, and characteristics of the American people. On
the taffrail is the seal of Maryland, representing the
figure of justice and peace, with proper insignia; it is
supported on the right by a genius with a book and pen,
preparing to record the honors which the ship may con-
fer on her country; while on the left, the genius of
music is ready to strike his lyre in celebration of the
rising greatness of America.”

About the first of August, Captain Rodgers began to
officer and man his vessel. In announcing that Rodgers
had opened a rendezvous for seamen and marines at
Fell's Point, the Federal Gazette said that, owing to the
excellence of the “Maryland” and the bravery and
fame of her commander, it had no doubt that the ship
would soon obtain a complete crew of hardy, brave, and
enterprising Americans. Rodgers instructed his re-
cruiting officers to enter none but sound and healthy men
and to suffer no indirect or forcible means to be used to
induce seamen to enlist. His sergeant of marines an-
nounced that recruits would find on board ship good
meat, drink, and comfortable lodging.

The commissioned and warrant officers of the “Mary-
land” consisted of two lieutenants, a lieutenant of ma-
rines, sailing-master, surgeon, surgeon’s mate, purser,
boatswain, gunner, carpenter, sailmaker, and six or
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eight midshipmen. Her petty officers were two mas-
ter’s mates, a captain’s clerk, cook, steward, cooper, car-
penter’s mate, master-at-arms, two boatswain’s mates, an
armorer, and six quarter gunners. As it was customary
at this time to select the officers of a ship chiefly from
the state in which she was built, Rodgers’s vessel was
officered largely with Marylanders. Her surgeon, Dr.
Anderson Warfield, was a member of a prominent Bal-
timore family. Her surgeon’s mate, Dr. Gilliss W. M.
R. Polk, came from Princess Ann, Somerset County.
One of her lieutenants, George Cox, was from Mary-
land; and, it is believed, all her midshipmen were from
that state. Her other lieutenant, Henry Seton, was a
New Yorker.

In order that everyone on board the “Maryland”
might “immediately become acquainted with the duty
of the ship,” Rodgers, on August twenty-ninth, issued a
list of forty-four regulations, and posted them under
the quarter-deck in plain sight of the officers and crew.
These regulations show the careful attention of the com-
mander of the “Maryland” to the details of his ship’s
economy, his scrupulous regard for cleanliness, his pro-
vision for regular gun-practice, and his insistence upon
the minute observance of naval customs. They enable
us to form a vivid picture of the unique life of the Old
Navy, whose ships were little seagoing monarchies in
which the captain reigned supreme. The conduct of
every officer and sailor was minutely regulated. In no
other way could a large number of men, brought close
together within the narrow confines of a ship and repre-
senting every variety of temper, breeding, and charac-
ter, live in amity and concord. The population of the
old ships was at least fourfold denser than is that of the
modern ones. The following extract from Rodgers’s
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regulations will give one a notion of the daily routine
on board the “ Maryland ”:

“13. The weather side of the quarter-deck is re-
served for the walk of the captain, or in his absence the
commanding officer of the watch, except in performing
any urgent duty of the ship it is necessary to dispense
with such etiquette.

“14. The time glass is to be regulated every evening
at eight o’clock by my watch; and the quarter-deck is
always to be kept clear of clothes, lumber, and dirt; and
the ropes flemished-coiled, or hung upon the pins.

“15. No person is to be struck on the quarter-deck
if it can be avoided, or improper language made use of
thereon. Good usage is directed to be strictly observed
to all those who merit it, and those who do not shall be
punished as I may hereafter direct.

“16. No duty is to be done of a Sunday but on extra-
ordinary occasions, except such as washing or wetting
the ship, trimming the sails, or what may be required by
the printed Instructions.

“17. The warrant and petty officers together with
the seamen, ordinary seamen, and marines are to break-
fast at eight o’clock and have their dinner regularly at
noon. One hour is allowed them at each meal. The
common duty for which all hands are employed is to be
concluded at four p. m. on every day.

“19. All persons on board must be shaved, combed,
and clean dressed by ten a. m. on every Sunday morn-
ing, and in case of failure (unless prevented by some
extraordinary circumstance) they are to be served no
rum or spirits on that and the following day. And in
order that each may be prepared to comply with this
order by having their linen washed and dried in the
fullest and most complete manner, cleanliness being so
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conducive to health, I do hereby direct that no duty be
exacted from any man of a Saturday except washing
and wetting the ship as before mentioned, spreading and
furling awnings, and such other duty as cannot be dis-
pensed with.

“20. Every morning the boatswain or his mates are
to overhaul the rigging fore and aft and from each mast-
head, including jibboom, bowsprit, gaff, etc., and report
what may be seen out of order or wanting repair.

“21. Due attention must be observed that no candles
are wasted or any kind of stores improperly used, and
all expenditures must be regularly entered in order that
returns may be made to me agreeably to the Instructions
of the President.

“22.  All lights, except such as I may specially suf-
fer, are to be put out every evening at eight o’clock in
the winter and nine in the summer. ‘The officer of the
watch may however on particular occasions permit a
light below in a lantern, but he is to be answerable for
any improper use that is made of this indulgence. The
winter regulation is to commence on the first of Novem-
ber and end on the first of March. The summer regu-
lation is to continue the other seven months of the year.

“23. No fire is to be suffered in the galley after
eight or nine o’clock aforesaid, except what may be
necessary for lighting of matches and making prepara-
tions for battle.

“24. The salt meats, agreeable to Act of Congress,
are to be delivered out every evening before sun-down
to the cook, who is to be answerable and to have the
same well washed and soaked by changing the water in
steep tubs every four hours. The flour, peas, and other
provisions are to be served out every morning in due
time for the cook. The rum or spirits is to be served
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out twice a day to prevent the ill effects of the whole
allowance being given at once. A scuttle cask of water
is to be kept filled and lashed near the mainmast before
the barricado for the use of the ship’s company, and
special care is to be taken to prevent any sort of waste
of this precious article. All sorts of slops and clothing
must be issued only on a special order from me, as well
as all such other articles in the purser’s department
as are found enumerated in the Act of Congress of
July 1, 1797.

“25. The wet clothes of the crew are to be got up to
dry as often as opportunities offer. The orlop-deck is
to be cleaned out every morning and always after meals.
Twice a week it is to be well washed and scrubbed, and
after it is dry hot vinegar is to be sprinkled fore and aft,
or it is to be fumigated by having devils burnt below.
Previous to the apartments of the crew being washed,
etc., all the chests are to be got up, and the hammocks
stowed in the netting, etc., and when the devils are to be
burnt below, the tarpaulins are to be put on, the same
being previously washed and cleaned. At all times
when the weather is fair the gratings are to be taken off
and the wind-sails are to be got up, and all the air let
into the ship that is possible.

“29. Thesails are always to be neatly handed in the
order directed at the time, the yards nicely squared, and
the stays, back-stays, and every rope hauled taut, and the
decks and sideskept clear of dirt. The cook must there-
fore be prevented as well as all others from throwing
grease or dirty water on deck or to touch the sides or
bends of the ship with the same.

“31. The sea lieutenants (alternately) shall exer-
cise the men stationed at the cannon whenever I shall
direct that duty to be performed. The lieutenant of



COMMANDER OF THE “ MARYLAND” 59

marines, the marines; and the master at arms, the sea-
men, etc., in the use of small arms.

“35. The colors in port are always to be hoisted at
sunrise and hauled down at sunset, provided the weather
is not too windy and otherwise injurious to them.

“37. As soon as the ship comes to an anchor in any
port or place the fore and main lightning conductors
are immediately to be put up and led down the top-
masts and standing-backstays over the sides into the
water, and as often as appearances of heavy gusts at sea
attended with lightning shall make it prudent to get up
the conductors aforesaid the officer of the watch is de-
sired to do it without loss of time.

“38. Whenever a captain of the navy of the United
States comes on board, the side is to be attended by the
boatswain and to be manned with four hands, and if at
night four lights are to be held in hand; for a commo-
dore, six hands and six lights; and for all other commis-
sioned officers and private gentlemen, two hands and
two lights. The same attention is to be given and ob-
served on going out of the ship.

“41. As I propose to pay some attention to the mid-
shipmen becoming conversant in signals, etc., the colors,
pendants, etc. are to be superintended by one of those
gentlemen, who will keep the same in repair.

“42. It is absolutely necessary that all seamen and
others belonging to a man of war should be well skilled
in the use of great guns on shipboard, otherwise the
greatest abilities in a commanding officer taking posi-
tions will always be rendered abortive. The crew of
the ‘ Maryland’ will at all times on the drum beating to
arms repair to their respective quarters. Every person
being in his station, the officer commanding each divi-
sion is to see every article belonging to each cannon
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ready in its place and in perfect order; such as gun
tackles, train tackles, sponge and rammer, ladle and
worm, powder-horn and prickers, powder-man with
cartridge-box and powder, round shot, bar and grape
shot, crow and hand-spikes, bed and quoin, wads in a
net, match in a lynch stock, swabs, water tubs, and all
other apparatus appertaining to the use of the cannon
and for preventing accidents from the same in fight-
ing. . . The lanterns at night are to be placed on deck
when ordered by me. Everything being prepared and
in its place and all lumber cleared away, the exercise
will begin as follows:

1. Silence.
Take care.
Cast loose your guns.
Level your guns.
Take out your tompions.
Take off your aprons.
Prick your cartridges and prime.
Handle your crows and handspikes and point

your guns to the object.

9. Blow your match.

10. Fire.

11. Invent.

12. Sponge your guns.

13. Put in your cartridge.

14. Wad your cartridge and ram home.

15. Shot to your wad.

16. Wad to your shot and ram home.

17. Run out your guns.”

In the latter part of 1799 we had four naval stations
in the West Indies. Their names, commanding officers
and flag-ships were as follows: St. Kitts or Guadaloupe
station, Commodore Thomas T ruxtun, “ Constellation,”

I £G5B I°
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36; St. Domingo station, Commodore Silas Talbot,
“ Constitution,” 44; Surinam station, Captain Daniel
MecNeill, “Portsmouth,” 24; and Havana station,
Master-commandant William Bainbridge, “ Norfolk,”
18. The Surinam station lay along the north coast of
South America and extended from French Guiana to
the Dutch island of Curagoa. Its vessels, however,
cruised chiefly off the Guianas, whose principal settle-
ments or towns at this time were Cayenne, Surinam, Ber-
bice, and Demerara. The rendezvous of the station
was Surinam.

Rodgers’s sailing orders from Secretary Stoddert were
dated September s, 1799, and read as follows: ‘“The
moment the ¢ Maryland’ is ready for sea, and you should
not wait for a few men, you will please to proceed to
Surinam where you will join Captain McNeill of the
‘Portsmouth’ and other American vessels on that sta-
tion, with which you are to codperate under the com-
mand of the senior officer of that station. Captain Mc-
Neill, as long as he remains, will be the commander.
Your object must be to give all possible security to our
trade by capturing the enemy’s vessels wherever to be
found on the high seas, and by occasionally convoying
our own; though the most protection is afforded to the
whole trade by capturing the vessels which annoy it.
You will take under convoy any merchant vessels ready,
as soon as you are, to proceed to Surinam. I have noth-
ing to add but the President’s assurance of confidence in
your activity, zeal, and bravery, and my own good
wishes for your success and glory.”

September thirteenth Rodgers sailed from Baltimore
and arrived on his station about the first of October. The
“Maryland’s” movements for several weeks after her
arrival may be followed in a letter of one of her officers
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to his friend at home, dated Surinam, November 21,
1799:

“This being so good an opportunity direct for Balti-
more, I embrace it to inform you of our arrival here
from a cruise of four weeks to windward, without any
success, meeting or falling in with nothing but our
friends. This coast appears to be perfectly clear of
French privateers. We lay off and on Cayenne for two
days, so near in as to distinctly see the tri-colored flag
flying at the fort. On our cruising to windward we fell
in with the United States frigate ‘Insurgente, whom
we kept company with two days. She is the only ship
that we have seen that can sail with us, and I am of the
opinion she can outsail us. She is a remarkably fine
frigate. After parting with her we fell in with the
United States ship ‘Portsmouth,” Captain McNeill,
whom we have been cruising with about three weeks.
We have both returned here to water, etc., etc., which
we have commenced filling. Where and when we shall
go from this is not yet known, as we are under the com-
mand and orders of Captain McNeill. We have had a
fair trial of sailing with the ‘ Portsmouth,’ and outsail
her shamefully. I do think we could run her nearly
out of sight in twenty-four hours. I have no news to
relate you, except there is a report here, and much
credited, that there are three French frigates now on
this coast. This being the case, it is more than prob-
able we shall soon move from this; perhaps with the
British sloops of war ‘Daphne’ and ‘Cynthia, now
lying here.” 2

A few weeks before Rodgers arrived on his station the
British captured Surinam, a Dutch colony, and their in-
fluence superseded that of the French, which had pre-

12 Federal Gazette and Baltimore Daily Advertiser, Dec. 24, 1799.
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dominated for several years. The consequences of this
political change to our interests are well set forth in a
letter of Rodgers to the secretary of the navy, dated
September 20, 1800:

“The British being in possession of Surinam totally
prevents there being any French cruisers on its coast,
owing to their having no place to vend their prizes; and
it is impossible to get them into Cayenne owing to a
continual strong current setting to leeward. . . The
American trade to Surinam appears to be very incon-
siderable at present, which is owing possibly to the num-
berless restrictions it has been laid under since the Brit-
ish have had possession; molasses being the only article
an American can export from thence with any safety,
without being subject to seizure by British men of war,
as has been the case in several instances. Indeed I am
not able to say how far American property is safe after
1t passes through the hands of individuals of this colony,
or whether the colony is subject to the Prince of Orange
and under the protection of the British Crown, as is
held out to strangers by both the parties; or whether it
is a conquest to the British Crown and a real British col-
ony. However, I believe that the latter is most likely,
or at least they intend to make it such.”

About December 1, 1799, Captain McNeill sailed for
the United States and left Captain Rodgers in command
of the station. During the winter of 1799-1800, Rod-
gers cruised chiefly to the windward of Surinam, since
all vessels that visited the Guianas might be met with in
that region. About the middle of April, 1800, he left
his station with a convoy which he had collected at Suri-
nam, Berbice, and Demerara. At St. Kitts he picked
up a few more merchantmen. Having seen his fleet
safely out of the West Indies, he returned to his station
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where he arrived early in June. A few weeks later he
put in to Surinam for water and provisions, where an
interesting incident in connection with a slaver occurred.
At this time the slave traffic in the West Indies and on
the Spanish Main was very active, as may be seen from
a few statistics. More than five thousand slaves were
being annually imported to British Guiana. In 1798,
one hundred and sixty slave vessels from London, Liver-
pool, and Bristol carried fifty-seven thousand negroes
from Africa to the West Indies. Since the cost of a
negro in his native land was from seventy-five to eighty
dollars, and his selling price in the islands from two
hundred fifty to four hundred dollars, large profits were
realized from this nefarious traffic. On May 10, 1800,
an act was passed by our government forbidding our
citizens to transport slaves on board American vessels
from one foreign port to another. In attempting to en-
force this act Rodgers encountered serious difficulties,
concerning which he wrote to the secretary of the navy
as follows:

“On the gth of July the schooner ‘Ranger’ of
Charleston (S.C.), Edward Easton, master, and be-
longing to Thomas Cave, distiller of that place, with
sixty-two slaves on board from the coast of Africa, ar-
rived in the river Surinam; after which of course she
was to be considered within the jurisdictional limits of
that colony. And in consequence of my having been
made acquainted with the act passed by the government
of the United States on the 1oth day of May last for the
further prevention of importing slaves in vessels sailing
under the American flag, and altho I had received no
orders from you in addition to those previous to the late
act of government, yet I conceived it my duty to notice
such violence, agreeable to the nature and intention of
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the law, particularly as I had reason to believe that
you had not been afforded an opportunity of sending
me further instructions. In consequence I requested
of the governor of the colony to deliver over to me the
above schooner and cargo in order that I might proceed
with her as the laws of the United States direct, to which
request the governor refused to comply; after which I
went to him in person and desired to know if he would
order her out of the colony (her admission into the
same being contrary to their laws ) ; to which he also re-
fused, saying that the master of said schooner had pro-
tested that the vessel was not seaworthy. To this last
subterfuge, my conception of the meaning and inten-
tion of my commission prevented me from making any
further observations than that I conceived I ought to be
the judge whether she was seaworthy or not, altho I
must be permitted to say I felt highly incensed at him
as a protector of the inhuman violators of the laws of
the United States. And I have only to add that Gov-
ernor Frederici has coats of all colors, and he will
change as often as it is his interest so to do. He is a
Hollander by birth and principle, with all the address,
intrigue, and artifice of a Frenchman. He positively
told me on the arrival of the aforesaid schooner that, if
after searching the laws relative to her situation he
found her delivery within the jurisdiction within the
colony impracticable, he would immediately order her
out of port. However, he did not comply with his
word, but permitted the slaves to be sold.”

On July seventeenth, Rodgers put tosea from Surinam
on a cruise to the windward of Cayenne. For his
movements until September tenth, his own narrative
may be followed:

“On the 26th of July the Devil’s Islands bearing S.S.E.
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distant nine leagues, I fell in with and recaptured the
Portuguese brig ¢ Gloria da Mar,” mounting four car-
riage guns, with a crew of ten men, and having a cargo
of rice, cotton, and leather on board. Said brig had
been captured by the private armed schooner ¢ Cherry’
of Bordeaux and ordered to Cayenne. At the time I
captured her she had been thirteen days in possession of
the French. After the recapture of the above vessel, I
cruized in the neighborhood of Cayenne until the 2nd
of August, without any further success. By this time
the term of service of the crew drawing near to its con-
clusion, I bore away with the intention of collecting
such vessels as were at Surinam, Berbice, and Demerara,
and returning home; and arrived at the former place on
the 4th of August, and on the 8th dispatched the barge
with Lieutenant Davis and five men for Berbice and
Demerara to acquaint the Americans of my intention of
touching at both places in order to afford them the ben-
efit of convoy.

“On the gth of August I left Surinam with seven ves-
sels under convoy and steered for Berbice and Demerara
in order to collect such others as were ready to depart.
At Berbice I found only two vessels, neither of which
was ready for sea; and at Demerara where I arrived on
the 13th found only four, neither of which could be got
ready until the 17th, at which instant I sailed, the con-
voy having increased to twelve in number including the
prize brig ‘Gloria da Mar.” The winds being far to
the northward of east and several of the vessels being
dull sailers, I was not able to weather the islands; which
being the case I touched at Martinique on the 24th to
give such vessels as were ready an opportunity of join-
ing the convoy, but I found the United States brig
‘Eagle’ there for that purpose. However, as it was
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strengthening the convoy, and I conceived could be at-
tended with no inconvenience to the service, I joined
both convoys together, leaving Martinique on the 25th,
from whence we steered for St. Kitts where we arrived
on the 28th. By this time I found that our water and
provisions would not hold out, therefore I replenished
these articles.

“At St. Kitts T had the Portuguese brig ‘ Gloria da
Mar,’ a recapture of the ¢ Maryland,” anchored at Basse-
terre road, and immediately proceeded with the ‘ Mary-
land’ to old road for the purpose of watering, after
which on my return to Basseterre, Mr. [David N.]
Clarkson the [ American] agent, informed me that the
Court of Admiralty had claimed the right, with refer-
ence to the laws of nations, of determining the cause
between the parties concerned in said vessel. Sir, I pre-
sume you are well acquainted with the interest the Brit-
ish Courts of Admiralty have in administering their
laws in cases of like nature; therefore as an apology in
vindication of my own conduct for not sending this ves-
sel to the United States, for the present, I enclose you
the letters between the agent, Mr. Clarkson, and the
judge of that court; and beg leave to decline saying
anything further on the subject until I have the honor
of seeing you myself which I shall take the earliest op-
portunity to do after my arrival at Baltimore.

“On the 315t of August departed from St. Kitts with
thirty-five sail of Americans and a number of English
vessels. On the first of September we arrived at St.
Thomas, which place we should have left on the day fol-
lowing, but was prevented by many of the vessels not
being quite ready for sea and the winds prevailing far
to the northward. On the 3rd instant, which was the
intended day of sailing, we were forced into the harbor
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of St. Thomas by a hurricane, for the particulars of
which I beg leave to refer you to my journal, which
shall be forwarded immediately on my arrival. After
we got into port the winds continued to the southward
until the roth instant, which prevented the fleet getting
out of port until that epoch, at which instant we depart-
ed with the convoy consisting of fifty-two Americans
and several English vessels.”?

On reaching safe latitudes many of the merchantmen
parted company with the “ Maryland” and “Eagle”
and pursued their own course to home ports. Rodgers
entered the Chesapeake late in September and on the
last day of that month his vessel was reported to be at
the mouth of the Patapsco. He spent the winter of
1800-1801 at Baltimore refitting his ship. By the time
she was ready for sea the naval war with France was at
an end. On September 30, 1800, a treaty between
France and the United States was signed at Paris; and
on February 18, 1801, the Senate, after amending it, rat-
ified it. These amendments rendered necessary another
ratification by the French government. President
Adams chose Rodgers and the “ Maryland ” to make the
voyage to France with the treaty, and President Jeffer-
son selected Mr. John Dawson, a Congressman from
Virginia, to serve as the official bearer of the document.
The captain’s sailing orders from Washington were
dated March 21, 1801, and read in part as follows:

“ Mr. Dawson, who takes the treaty to France, leaves
this tomorrow to embark on board of the ‘ Maryland’
for Havre de Grace in France. You will receive him
and treat him with all the attention and respect due to
his character, and proceed with him to the place of his
destination as soon as he is ready for the voyage, which

13 U.S. Navy Department. Miscellaneous Letters, vol. i, 146.
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will be in a day or two after his arrival at Baltimore.
I have before written you on the subject of the stores to
be laid in for his comfortable accommodation on the
voyage, and have nothing to add on that subject. You
will wait at Havre de Grace, or any port in France
should circumstances compel you to enter any other
port, until you receive Mr. Dawson’s dispatches from
Paris for the government of the United States.”
Besides Dawson, the passengers of the “ Maryland”
were a Mr. Dumbrugeac, his secretary and servant, and
several American gentlemen. Dumbrugeac carried
dispatches to Napoleon from General Toussaint, the
Santo Domingan revolutionist and statesman. The
“Maryland” sailed for France on March twenty-sec-
ond. As she got under way she fired a salute of six-
teen guns, which was answered by Fort McHenry.
Early in May she arrived at Havre, where she was
boarded by a yacht of the French Republic, which con-
veyed Rodgers and Dawson ashore. The latter at once
proceeded to Paris, while Rodgers returned to his ship,
doubtless after having paid his respects to the local gov-
ernment. An officer of a British blockading squadron,
which lay off Havre at this time, in writing home, on
July fourteenth, gives us a glimpse of Rodgers during
his stay in France: ‘“The ‘Maryland’ American frig-
ate, Captain Rodgers, is still lying at anchor in the out-
er harbor of Havre. During the tempestuous weather
we have had for the last fortnight, wind S.5.W., she has
been sailing about with the squadron for safety. The
American captain dined on board the commodore’s
ship the other day, and by him we learn that there are
five frigates in Havre ready for sea, and also a vast
number of gun-brigs etc.”* No doubt these latter were

14 Poulson’s American Daily Advertiser, Sept. 7, 1801
)
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some of the vessels with which Napoleon expected to
invade England.

Soon after Dawson arrived in Paris Napoleon gave
him an audience, and early in June he dined with Joseph
Bonaparte. In expectation that Napoleon would at-
tend promptly to the treaty, he delayed the sailing of
the “ Maryland ” in order that she might carry home the
news of the ratification. The First Consul however
was in no hurry about concluding the business. Final-
ly Dawson decided to hold the “ Maryland” no longer,
and on July tenth, he wrote to Rodgers as follows: “It
is now my wish that you should sail with the first fair
wind, and most sincerely do I wish you an agreeable
voyage to the bosom of your friends and fair one. It
has been my wish that you should take back the ratifica-
tion, especially after the delay that has taken place, and
I have used every means to accomplish this. Some be-
lieve that the First Consul will declare the ratification
on the 14th when there will be a fete more brilliant and
expensive than any heretofore.” Dawson was mistaken
as to this, for Napoleon did not ratify the treaty until
July thirty-first, and then in an amended form.

On July fifteenth, the “ Maryland,” having on board
as passengers Messrs. John Purviance and W. Barney
of Baltimore and Captain Izard of South Carolina,
sailed from Havre on her homeward voyage. Purvi-
ance carried dispatches from William Vans Murray,
one of our envoys to the French government, to the state
department at Washington. Rodgers also bore public
letters and dispatches. The ‘“Maryland” arrived at
her home port on August twenty-eighth. Not a few
Baltimoreans expected that she would have among her
passengers the noted patriot and freethinker, Thomas
Paine. It had been reported that Dawson had visited
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Paine in Paris and had delivered to him a very affec-
tionate letter from President Jefferson, in which he was
invited to return to America on board a public vessel.
Soon after Rodgers came to anchor, his ship was visited
by a local editor, who later published for the edification
of the Baltimore federalists and church folk the inform-
ation that “‘we have examined minutely on board the
‘Maryland’ and we can with confidence assure our
readers that the Monster Thomas Paine is not amongst
the number.” On the twenty-ninth of August, Rodgers
proceeded to Washington with his dispatches. On re-
turning to Baltimore he paid off and discharged his
crew and dismantled his ship. In accordance with the
policy, that the government was then pursuing, of dis-
posing of all the smaller vessels of the navy, the “ Mary-
land” was sold in the fall of 1801, fetching twenty thou-
sand two hundred dollars.

Rodgers was now twenty-eight years old. He had
been in active service in the navy for three years and a
half. For more than two years he had been a captain,
the highest naval rank known to the law. A few of the
older officers who entered the navy as captains had held
more important commands than had he, but none of
those who entered as lieutenants had played so conspicu-
out a part in the naval war with France. As executive
officer of the “ Constellation,” he participated in one of
the two frigate fights of the war, and with the other of-
ficers of his vessel received the thanks of the president
and the secretary of the navy. For several months he
was in command of the “Insurgente,” the principal
prize of the war, and one of our largest frigates. For
the larger part of a year he commanded the “ Mary-
land” and the Surinam station. Lastly, he had the
honor to be chosen to convey to France the bearer of the
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new French-American treaty, a mission that he per-
formed to the entire satisfaction of the government.



IV. VOYAGES TO SANTO DOMINGO
1801-1802

N the spring of 1801, while Captain Rodgers was at

Baltimore preparing the “ Maryland” for her voy-
age to France, Congress passed an act that had a far
reaching effect on the navy. The date of its passage,
March 3, 1801, served for many years as a fixed point
for the reckoning of all naval events. It was entitled
“an act providing for a naval peace establishment and
for other purposes.” It authorized the dismissal of
two-thirds of the naval personnel, and the sale of all the
vessels of the navy, with the exception of thirteen frig-
ates, the “ United States,” “ Constitution,” “ President,”
“Chesapeake,” “ Philadelphia,” “Constellation,” “Con-
gress,” “New York,” “Essex,” “Boston,” ‘“Adams,”
“John Adams,” and “General Greene.” Only nine
captains, thirty-six lieutenants, and one hundred fifty
midshipmen were to be retained. The grade of master
commandant was abolished.

The act of March 3, 1801, retired not a few excellent
officers. Secretary Stoddert gladly escaped the painful
work of enforcing it, a task more congenial to Jefferson
and the Republicans, who were opposed to the navy.
Soon after the new administration entered upon its
duties in the spring of 1801, the dismissing of the offi-
cers was begun; but it proceeded rather slowly. Stod-
dert’s successor as secretary of the navy, Robert Smith
of Baltimore, was not appointed until the fourteenth of
July. He was a brother of Samuel Smith, who for
many years represented Maryland in the United States
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Senate. This prominent family was founded by John
Smith, a Baltimore merchant and Revolutionary pa-
triot and statesman. It is recollected that the Smiths
owned the ship “Jane,” of which Rodgers was for sev-
eral years master. From 1801 to 1809, Robert Smith
was secretary of the navy, which position he resigned to
become secretary of state. He was a kind, affable gen-
tleman, and a warm friend of Rodgers whose oldest son,
Colonel Robert Smith Rodgers, was named for him.
The number of captains in our navy during the war
with France was thirty-one. By the spring of 1801
several of these had resigned, as they did not care to re-
main in the service. After the captain’s list had been
thus reduced, it was still in excess of the authorized
number, nine. Secretary Smith decided that in making
reductions he would be governed chiefly by the age and
the Revolutionary service of the captains. On this
principle, Rodgers’s name was left off the accepted list.
Moreover, two of the Revolutionary veterans who were
retained, Nicholson and Murray, were from Maryland.
President Jefferson had much to do with the selecting
of the names, as may be seen from the following letter
that Smith addressed to Rodgers, dated October 22,
1801: “Under the provisions of the statute entitled ‘an
act providing for a naval peace establishment and for
other purposes,’ the President has deemed it necessary
to reduce the captains to the prescribed number, nine.
And in the discharge of this duty he has the unhappiness
to find that highly as he regards your merits he cannot
retain you in commission consistently with the prin-
ciples of selection that have been adopted. You will I
trust be duly sensible how painful it is to me to make
you this unpleasant communication, and be persuaded,
Sir, my sensibility on the occasion is greatly increased
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by considerations resulting from a personal knowledge
of your worth.”

Rodgers’s status from October 22, 1801, to August 25,
1802, is somewhat uncertain. After writing the letter
quoted above, Smith decided to retain Rodgers. In-
deed there is excellent evidence that the letter was never
delivered. The next official letter that Rodgers re-
ceived is dated August 25, 1802. In this he is ad-
dressed as captain of the navy. His status during these
ten months seems to be virtually that of a captain on
leave of absence. Since he suffered no diminution of
rank, his connection with the service was unbroken.

The naval captains on August 25, 1802, in the order
of their rank, were as follows: (1) John Barry, (2)
Samuel Nicholson, (3) Richard Dale, (4) Richard V.
Morris, (5) Alexander Murray, (6) Daniel McNiell,
(7) Samuel Barron, (8) John Rodgers, (9) Edward
Preble, (10) James Barron, (11) William Bainbridge,
and (12) Hugh G. Campbell. From this list it is seen
that the number of captains was still in excess. Smith
had retained both Truxtun and Talbot, but they had re-
signed; Talbot in September, 1801, and Truxtun in
March, 1802. In 1804, Thomas Tingey, who had been
retired under the peace establishment act, was again
made a captain, this time by an act of Congress. If we
count Talbot, T'ruxtun, and Tingey, the total number of
captains retained was fifteen. Of these, with the excep-
tion of Bainbridge who was born in 1774, Rodgers was
the youngest. Most of them were many years his senior.
The captains above Rodgers in rank, with the exception
of Morris, were Revolutionary veterans. Tingey,
Preble, and Campbell are properly classed with the old
worthies, while Rodgers, James Barron, and William
Bainbridge were of a younger generation, and had
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made their reputations during the French War. They
entered the navy as lieutenants, and several of their
naval contemporaries, Stewart, Hull, Chauncey, the
younger Decatur, and the elder Porter, were in 1801
near the top of the lieutenant’s list. In the ten years
succeeding the French War the Continental captains
largely passed away, and the new school of officers took
their places.

As soon as Rodgers learned in the fall of 1801 that
there was no immediate prospect for employment in the
navy, he turned again to the merchant service. Recent-
ly a profitable trade had sprung up between the United
States and Santo Domingo. This was fostered by Gen-
eral Toussaint L’Ouverture, the governor of the island,
who had established a new government, had instituted
many reforms, and had greatly encouraged commerce
and agriculture. With an eye to the main chance,
Rodgers purchased the schooner “ Nelly,” loaded her
with American products, and on the fourth of Decem-
ber sailed from Baltimore for Cape Francois, on the
northern coast of the island, where he arrived on the
nineteenth. Here he remained about two months, sell-
ing his cargo and buying a new one. Soon after his ar-
rival at the Cape, Rodgers met our consul or commer-
cial agent to Santo Domingo, Colonel Tobias Lear, and
he there laid the keel of a long and intimate friendship
with that interesting man. Learwasanative of Ports-
mouth, New Hampshire, a graduate of Harvard, and
for many years the private secretary of Washington.
His second wife was the widow of Major George
Augustine Washington, a nephew of General Washing-
ton; and his third wife was Miss Frances Dandridge
Henley, a niece of Mrs. Martha Washington. He had
recently entered our diplomatic service, in which con-
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nection there will be occasion to mention him more
than once. At Cape Francois, Rodgers saw for the
first time the colonel’s son, Benjamin Lincoln Lear
(a child by his first wife, Miss Mary Long), concern-
ing whom something will be said in a succeding chap-
ter.

While Rodgers was in Santo Domingo he witnessed
some of the important events of the war between the
French and General Toussaint. Indeed in one of these
events, the burning of Cape Francois, he was no insig-
nificant actor. It is recollected that in 1801-1802, Na-
poleon made peace with England and began the estab-
lishment of a colonial empire in America, which ac-
cording to one plan was to extend from French Guiana
on the south to Canada on the north, and was to include
the French West Indies, Florida and Louisiana. Since
Santo Domingo was to be an important part of the em-
pire, Napoleon decided that its subjugation should be
the preliminary step in the carrying out of his vast
scheme. He proposed to capture Toussaint, overthrow
the rule of the blacks which the great negro leader had
established, and organize a new government in sym-
pathy with the imperial policy of France. In the win-
ter of 1801-1802, a large French expedition was sent to
Santo Domingo. The naval contingent was under Ad-
miral Villaret Joyeuse, and the general commanding all
the forces was Charles Victor Emmanuel Leclerc, whose
courage and military skill had won him the esteem of
the great conqueror. His wife was Napoleon’s favorite
sister, Pauline, an extremely beautiful woman, whose
statue, Victorious Venus, by Canova, is still a famous
work of art. She accompanied the expedition, as did
also Jerome Bonaparte, now a naval lieutenant, and
soon to displease his illustrious brother by his marriage
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with the Baltimore heiress and beauty, Elizabeth Pat-
terson.

On arriving at Cape Samana on the east coast of
Santo Domingo, Leclerc divided his forces into four
divisions, with a view to operating simultaneously in
different parts of the island. For himself he reserved
the main division. His objective was Cape Francois,
off which port he arrived on February 2, 1802, with
fourteen sail of the line, nine frigates, and five thousand
troops. He anchored some five or six miles from the
harbor, and at once demanded the surrender of the town
and the forts that defended it. These were in posses-
sion of General Christophe, the commander of the
forces of Toussaint. On receiving Leclerc’s peremp-
tory demand, Christophe, knowing that the blacks were
much weaker than the French, asked for time to consult
Toussaint in respect to his reply. Leclerc refused the
request and prepared to attack the town. The follow-
ing day, a deputation of leadingcitizens and officials, ac-
companied by Colonel Lear, visited the French general
and urged him to make some arrangement with Chris-
tophe that would save the town from destruction, which
calamity they had every reason to fear. Leclerc, with
much severity of manner, refused to listen to their pro-
posals for conciliation and said that he would certainly
enter the harbor on the following day.

The inhabitants of the cape and the men on board
the vessels in the harbor were greatly alarmed, as their
lives and property were in imminent danger. Several
American merchants lived in the town and owned dwell-
ings, warehouses, and other goods of various kinds.
Thirty-five American ships were in the harbor. Lear and
Rodgers took upon themselves the difficult task of sav-
ing the lives and property of their countrymen. Lear
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had a private audience with Leclerc, who promised to
protect the Americans; and he also visited Christophe
and obtained his consent to let the Americans residing
in the town embark on board the ships.

Owing to unfavorable winds Leclerc was unable to
enter the harbor on the fourth. Just before dark on
the evening of that day one of his ships stood toward
the cape and was fired upon by one of the forts. All
the other forts immediately began a general fire, a pre-
concerted signal for the blacks to burn and abandon the
town. Flames burst out simultaneously in many places,
and an awful night of conflagration ensued. Nine-
tenths of the town was burned. Among the public
buildings that were destroyed were the churches, the
arsenal, barracks, marine offices, magazines, and the ex-
ecutive offices of the government. “Sugars or other
property either rolled in liquid fire along the streets or
mounted in cloudy volumes to the skies.” The savage
blacks pillaged the burning houses and murdered the
defenceless citizens, in their fury sparing neither women
nor children. One American, a South Carolinian, who
was determined to save his property or perish with it,
tarried on shore and was killed in his own house, his
body being almost consumed by the flames.

Scorning all personal consequences when the lives of
his fellow men were at stake, Rodgers spent the whole
of this fearful night on shore. He placed himself at
the head of a band of friendly negroes and led them in
their work of rescue and succor. The full details of his
heroic and energetic efforts are not known, but Lear
wrote later thathe “displayed that dauntless spirit which
he is know to possess” and “by his good manage-
ment and intrepidity secured the lives of many whom
he got off from the flames, and was the means of saving
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several houses.” After this dangerous and laborious
task was ended, he returned to the wharf to take passage
on a boat for his ship. Here he was unexpectedly over-
taken by a party of women and children fleeing from the
infuriated negroes. He hurried the fugitives into his
boat, and while attempting to shove it off, fell in the
midst of his pursuers who seized him and made him
prisoner. Being a man of almost Herculean strength,
he was not long in their power; for watching his op-
portunity, he broke away from his captors, escaped to
his boat, and gained his ship.*®

Lear had also spent an exciting night. Fearing that
the blacks after burning the town would carry out their
threat to destroy the vessels in the harbor and massacre
the defenceless men, women, and children on board of
them, he decided to go to the French admiral and urge
him to send a flotilla of armed boats to protect the ship-
ping. He left the town in the night-time, passed the
forts safely, and at daylight was received on board the
French flag-ship. On stating his errand, the admiral
promised to get under way at once with his whole fleet,
and at noon of the fifth he anchored within the har-
bor. He immediately landed some troops; and the ma-
rauding blacks, who were still pillaging the burning
dwellings, fled from the town.

In his treatment of Americans, Leclerc seems to have
been governed by no settled convictions, first blowing
hot and then cold towards them. Much pleased with
Rodgers’s heroic efforts, he gave him a special permis-
sion to sail in the “Nelly” for Baltimore and return
with a load of supplies, which, it is said, were intended
for the French troops, and for which Rodgers was to

15 Washington National Intelligencer, March 8, 1802, “Family Sketch of
the Life of Commodore John Rodgers,” 2s.
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be well paid. Leclerc laid an embargo upon all other
vessels in port. The “Nelly” reached Baltimore on
the third of March, and ten days later, having obtained
a cargo, cleared for Cape Francois where she arrived
about the first of April. The Americans were now be-
ing treated shamefully by the French. On the tenth of
April, the functions of Lear were suspended, and a week
later he left the island. A few days before he sailed
Rodgers and a Captain Davidson of Philadelphia were
seized by a guard of grenadiers and thrown into a loath-
some and pestiferous prison, and their property was
confiscated. For a time they were confined in separate
dungeons, and forced to live on bread and water; and
visits from their countrymen were denied them. The
severity of their imprisonment, however, was soon
relaxed somewhat, and they were granted the liberty
of mingling with the common vagabonds of the
prison-yard.

Leclerc gave the captains no reasons for their arbitrary
arrest. He is said to have told Lear that he imprisoned
Rodgers because the young captain, after having re-
ceived special permission to return to America, had
during his stay there spread unfavorable reports of the
operations of the French at the cape and of their ex-
pedition to Santo Domingo. After an imprisonment
of about three weeks Rodgers and Davidson were liber-
ated, and were ordered to leave the island within four
days and never to return, “under pain of death.” So
peremptory were the orders that had not the unfortunate
captains obtained passage on board the schooner “ Pom-
ona,” they would have been compelled to put to sea in
the long-boat of Davidson’s ship. A part of their
property was restored to them before leaving Cape
Francois, and eventually they recovered all or nearly all
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of it. The “Pomona” arrived at Baltimore on May
22, 1802.

Rodgers soon went to Havre de Grace to visit his kin
and friends, with whom he had spent but little time
since the day that he left home, a mere boy, to seek his
fortune. But few young Americans of his age had seen
as many foreign lands or participated in as many adven-
tures as had he. His active, outdoor, masculine life
had toughened his fibres until they glowed with vigor-
ous health. He had acquired all those qualities that
mark the sailor and naval officer —simplicity, candor,
loyalty, self-confidence, firmness, and resolution. Ma-
tured beyond his years, he was returning to his native
place for a brief holiday. His fame had preceded him,
for his services in the navy and at Cape Francois had
been fully reported in the newspapers of the land. The
villagers welcomed him home as a fellow townsman
who had reflected honor upon themselves. The old
men recalled legends of his boyhood ; and the young wo-
men were captivated by his handsome face, chivalrous
manners, and commanding presence. One of the Havre
de Grace maidens, Miss Minerva Denison, with whom
Rodgers became acquainted on this visit, soon kindled
in his heart the flame of a tender passion.

No better family stock for the growing of military offi-
cers can be found than that from which Miss Minerva
Denison sprang. Her early paternal ancestor in this
country, Captain George Denison of Stonington, Con-
necticut, served under Cromwell. He was wounded at
the battle of Naseby, and during his illness was nursed
by Ann Borodell, who on curing the captain married
him. She was always called “ Lady Ann,” and was re-
markable for her beauty and force of character. Soon
after his marriage Denison emigrated to Massachusetts
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and later moved to Connecticut. The elder Winthrop
once referred to him as “the young soldier lately come
out of the wars with England.” In Connecticut he held
many offices of trust, and became a noted Indian fight-
er—the Miles Standish of his colony. Miss F. M.
Caulkins, the historian of New London, Connecticut,
says that “our early history presents no character of
bolder and more active spirit than Captain Denison.
He reminds us of the border men of Scotland.”

Fourth in direct line of descent from this ancestor
was Gideon Denison, of Norwich, Connecticut, who
was born in 1753. In 1780 he married Jerusha Butler,
also of Norwich. He was a merchant, and spent sev-
eral years of his early married life in Europe. For a
time his young family lived in Savannah, Georgia,
where he settled them under the care of a brother. As
Mrs. Denison was a New Englander in all her tastes, she
naturally disliked slavery and the southern manner of
living, and preferred to make her home in the North.
Accordingly, about 1794, she established her family near
Philadelphia. Mr. Denison was then investing con-
siderable sums of money in real estate in Maryland,
Georgia, North Carolina, and Tennessee ; and he is said
to have purchased the ground upon which Nashville
was later built. Since Havre de Grace, Maryland,
seemed destined to grow into a large city, Denison in
1795-1797 bought several farms adjoining the village
and containing more than eighteen hundred acres. On
one of the farms, which had belonged to the Reverend
John Ireland, a noted Episcopalian minister of Harford
County in his day, there was a country house, with all
the ornaments and conveniences of such an establish-
ment—ample grounds, trees of beech, oak, locust, and
chestnut, gardens, orchards, barns, and outhouses. Its
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ministerial owner had christened his home Sion Hill,
a name that it now bears. The house has never been
remodeled, and may still be seen in the purity of its
colonial architecture, being one of the most interesting
relics of the Revolutionary era in Maryland. It is pic-
turesquely situated about two miles westward of Havre
de Grace, on a considerable elevation that commands a
beautiful view of the Susquehanna, the Chesapeake, and
the rolling countryside. To this day it has retained its
air of rest and quiet, dignified reserve, and gentle re-
finement. A placid melancholy broods over the old
home, so rich in hallowed memories. It is owned by
several of Commodore Rodgers’s grandchildren, and in
the summer-time is occupied by Rear-admiral Freder-
ick Rodgers of the United States navy.

In 1795, Denison moved his family to Sion Hill. He
had four children, Henry, Minerva, Louisa, and Eliza.
Each of the three daughters married naval officers.
Louisa married Commodore Alexander Wadsworth, an
uncle of the poet, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. Eliza
married Commodore J. D. Henley, a nephew of Mrs.
Martha Washington and a brother of Mrs. Tobias Lear.
He fought at Lake Champlain in 1814 under Macdon-
ough and later commanded the frigate “Congress” on
a voyage to China, the first American naval vessel to
visit that country. Minerva was some years older than
her sisters. She had been taught the rudiments of learn-
ing, together with music, dancing, and other accom-
plishments in private boarding-schools at Philadelphia
and Baltimore. In a charming narrative of her girl-
hood written late in life for her grandchildren Mis.
Minerva Denison Rodgers gives the following account
of her admission into Mrs. Fullerton’s school in Phila-
delphia:
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“ My father took me to the city and introduced me to
the lady under whose charge I was to be placed. She
was a kind and lady-like person and received me in a
motherly way which quite won my heart. There were
one or two other girls who had also been deposited there
by their parents on the same day. We were assigned
sleeping rooms with some of the parlor boarders; and I
well recollect Mrs. Fullerton taking me by the hand
and leading me to the door of her niece’s room and ask-
ing her to take her choice of a roommate of the three
young girls that stood at her door. She took a survey
of the party and quietly said, ‘I will take the little girl
with fair hair, because she looks so nice and sweet.” I
told this to mother afterwards, and it seemed to gratify
her motherly vanity.”

Concerning her husband’s courtship, Mrs. Rodgers
wrote as follows:

“T1 remained quietly at Sion Hill following an une-
ventful life until I met Captain Rodgers who after-
wards became my husband. I was at this time about
seventeen. This forms a turn in my life from which I
must date its greatest joys as well as sorrows. At
this time Havre de Grace was a very different place
from what it is at the present time. Several wealthy
men, tempted there by the prospect of its becoming
a great city, had bought land and built for themselves
very handsome residences. Among them Colonel and
Mrs. Hughes, our nearest and most intimate neighbors,
and Mr. Pringle, a retired merchant of Baltimore,
with his interesting family. In the town of Havre de
Grace and just across the river were many pleasant fam-
ilies, which made the society a very agreeable one, espe-
cially as they were all hospitable and fond of gaiety.
Colonel and Mrs. Hughes had no children, but were both

6
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fond of society and happy in dispensing their hospital-
ity to their many friends. They had a delightful
house, with beautiful and cultivated grounds. It was
Mirs. Hughes’s delight to superintend her flowers, and
she was very ambitious about them and her fine fruits
which were cultivated with much care. I well remem-
ber her green and terraced lawns where the first violets
and primroses and early spring flowers were to be
found. The perfume of the violets and hyacinths still
seems to have a power to transport me back to that
lovely spot and to the freshness of my early years.
These charming people entertained a great deal, and
were very fond of inviting strangers from a distance to
visit them. I have spent many happy hours there, and
was always most warmly welcomed by them both.
They were especially fond of young people and enjoyed
being surrounded by them, and always called upon me
to sing and play upon the piano for them.

“One fine morning in June when I was just seven-
teen, my mother received a note from Mrs. Hughes
saying that Captain Rodgers had been invited to dine
with them and a gentleman to meet him; they had other
guests in the house and their table was full; but they
desired that my mother would come over in the even-
ing and take tea with them, bringing Minerva with
her. Accordingly we went. I had previously heard
Captain Rodgers spoken of. His reputation was known
to the country. He had recently returned from Santo
Domingo where he had been traitorously imprisoned
by Leclerc. He had been much talked of and publish-
ed in the papers. I had known his mother and sisters
and his brother Alexander. I had heard them speak
of John, but had never seen him as he was seldom at
home, most of his time being spent at sea.
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From a portrait in the possession of Rear-admiral John A. Rodgers,
Bremerton, Washington
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“When we arrived at Mount Pleasant we were
asked into the parlor where the ladies, who had just
returned from the dinner table, were discussing Cap-
tain Rodgers. One maiden lady, who was out of health
and not very amiable in her feelings, said that she
thought he was very rough and abrupt, and she did not
like him. She thought he had a bad countenance,
with his black and heavy eyebrows. She said he had
talked at dinner of an action in which he had been en-
gaged when the deck was slippery with blood, and
that she had nearly fainted with horror. There was a
young lady, however, who spoke up quickly in contra-
diction and said, ‘ Well I think him very handsome.
I think he resembles this picture’—holding up a book
which she had been reading. After she had laid down
the book, my curiosity induced me to take it up, which
I found to be Schiller’s ‘Robbers’, and the picture
that of the hero of the play, Karl von Moor. Soon
after that the gentlemen came in from the dinner table.
I was sitting at one end of a card table which was placed
near the wall. Upon the table was a large French
clock which effectually concealed any one sitting be-
hind it. Captain Rodgers came in with the quiet de- ~
termined step which I learned to know so well, and
sat down at the further end of the table from me. He
was acquainted with all the other ladies in the room,
and Mrs. Hughes did not at first present him to me,
forgetting I suppose that I had not met him. The
ladies, having already criticised him, had nothing fur-
ther to say. As the conversation began to flag, Colonel
Hughes proposed that we should walk in the garden.
While I was sitting at the table I thought that I would
take a peep at the gentleman on the other side of the
clock. I bent forward to do so, and to my consterna-
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tion I found a pair of piercing black eyes fixed upon
me. I withdrew my gaze hastily. The gentlemen all
arose and walked into the garden, while the ladies
remained in the drawing room. Captain Rodgers did
not, I think, return to the house, as I do not recollect
seeing him that evening.

“When my mother and myself were going home,
I asked her what she thought of Captain Rodgers,
who seemed to be the hero of the day. She replied
that she did not like him at all; that his countenance
was dreadful, and that his black and heavy eyebrows
gave him such a forbidding look they made her trem-
ble to look at him. I said, ‘I have hardly seen him,
but from the little glance which I had, I should think
he was a man of violent temper, though first impres-
sions are not always correct” A few days after this
my mother had occasion to go down to the village to
make some small purchases, and when she returned I
was sitting in my room with my book and my work.
She came up and stood at the foot of the bed, taking
out sundry little articles from her satchel. I thought
she looked very smiling, and I said ‘Well, mother, who
and what have you seen that you looked so pleased?’
She replied, ‘T have met Captain Rodgers, and I have
entirely changed my opinion of him. I think him
very handsome and agreeable.” I said, ‘That is a very
marvellous change, and to what is it to be ascribed?’
She then told me that he had been exceedingly polite
and friendly, and had followed her into the store and
had assisted her to make her purchases, and was in fact
so very kind that she did not know to what she should
ascribe it. She supposed that his brother Alexander
had told him who she was. She said that his eyes and
teeth were splendid, and that when in conversation his
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whole appearance was so bright it made him very fas-
cinating. A day or two after that his brother Alex-
ander drove him to Sion Hill to make a morning
visit, and he introduced him to me. After that his visits
became frequent and his attentions to me very con-
spicuous. However, he was ordered to sea and our
love affairs made no great progress.” !¢

16 Rodgers, Minerva Denison. Recollections of My Life, 7, 12-16.






V. FIRST CRUISE IN THE MEDITERRA-
NEAN: 1802-1803

OON after our difficulties with France were set-

tled early in 1801, we began a war with Tripoli;
and the scene of our naval activities shifted from the
West Indies to the Mediterranean. The reader will
readily recall the early history of the Barbary States—
the Phoenician settlements, the Punic Wars, the Van-
dal Invasion, and the conquest of the Saracens.
In the sixteenth century, Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli
became tributary to the Turkish sultan at Constanti-
nople, and Morocco established a native dynasty. In
the same century, the Barbary States organized an
extensive system of piracy, blackmail, and extortion,
by means of which they realized a large revenue. The
rich argosies of the Christian nations, homeward bound
from the Levant, Africa, and the East Indies, afford-
ed the corsairs an abundant harvest. They enslaved
their captives and forced them to perform the menial
labor of Barbary. The torments suffered by these
wretched slaves, whether chained to galleys at sea or
driven like brutes to their tasks on shore, are inde-
scribable. An old petition in behalf of some poor En-
glishmen in Barbary speaks of them as being “ in miser-
able captivity, undergoing divers and most insufferable
labor, such as rowing in galleys, drawing carts, grind-
ing in mills, with divers such unchristian-like works
most lamentable to express and most burdensome to
undergo, withal suffering much hunger and many
blows on their bare bodies, by which cruelty many,
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not being able to undergo it, have been forced to turn
Mohammedans.”

The ransoming of the slaves by their friends at home
was the source of no little income to the Barbary rulers.
The biography of Cervantes affords a celebrated in-
stance of this form of extortion. The great novelist
was captured by the corsairs, and spent several years
in captivity before he regained his freedom. In Don
Quixote he had the satisfaction of describing the ruler
of Algiers as ““ the homicide of all human kind .
every day he hanged a slave, impaled one, cut off the
ears of another, and this upon so little animus or so
entirely without cause that the Turks would own he
did it merely for the sake of doing it and because it
was his nature.”

Another source of revenue was the money and the
presents that were given to the Barbary rulers by the
Christian nations as the price of peace and forbear-
ance. A few examples will show the character of this
blackmail. In 1712, the Dutch obtained immunity
from the Algerine navy by contributing to its well-
being ten 24-pounders, twenty-five large masts, five
cables, four hundred fifty barrels of gunpowder, two
thousand five hundred great shot, fifty chests of gun-
barrels, a quantity of small arms, and five thousand
dollars in cash. After the Venetians had defeated Tunis
in the war of 1784-1792, they agreed to pay forty
thousand sequins for a treaty of peace. About the same
time Spain gave one hundred thousand piastres as the
price of immunity from piracy. In 1796, England pur-
chased the friendship of the dey of Algiers and the
release of some English prisoners at a cost of about
one hundred thousand pounds.

Not infrequently the diplomatic agents of the Chris-
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tian powers were treated in an insulting and outrageous
manner by the Barbary potentates. On one occasion
the bey of Tunis ordered the consul of France to kiss
his hand. At first the Frenchman refused, but he
was soon moved to osculate when the bey threatened
him with death if he did not immediately comply.
When once upon a time a Maltese cook of a foreign
consul at Algiers became objectionable to the ruler of
that state, he was taken by force from the consul’s house
and sent away in irons. In 1808, a Danish consul was
seized, heavily ironed, set to labor with slaves, and
made to sleep with vagabonds in a common prison;
his wife died from fear and alarm. It was about this
time that one of the French consuls in Barbary was
killed.

The explanations given for the disgraceful and crim-
inal submission of the Christan peoples to the outrages
committed by the Barbary pirates are not altogether
satisfactory. Why should these strong civilized pow-
ers permit weak semibarbarous states to prey upon
their commerce, enslave their citizens, insult their
officials, and levy tribute and blackmail? Was it fear,
cowardice, self-interest, inertia, preoccupation, or the
habit of submission that led to their debasement?
Doubtless each of these forces had its restraining ef-
fect. The interest of the great trading nations moved
them to purchase immunity for their own vessels and
leave their weak rivals to be crushed by the corsairs. A
recollection of the really formidable states of Barbary of
the sixteenth century caused the resources and courage
of these fast-declining powers to be greatly exagger-
ated in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The
jealousy of the Christian peoples of each other made
their united action against the Moslems difficult or
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impossible. Moreover the larger questions of public
policy pushed aside such small ones as the suppression
of piracy in the Mediterranean.

The corsairs began to capture our merchantmen in
1784, in which year they took the brig “Betsey.” In
the following year they captured a second vessel, and
later committed other depredations upon our com-
merce. Considerable property belonging to our citi-
zens fell into their hands and not a few Americans were
enslaved by them. Opinion as to the measures to be
taken to prevent these outrages was divided. Some of
our statesmen favored the creation of a navy and the use
of force, whileothers thought that the European plan of
paying tribute would prove to be the cheapest and the
best policy.  Finally it was decided to try both meth-
ods. In 1794, we began the construction of a navy; and
in 1795, we bought a peace with Algiers, agreeing to
give her annually maritime stores to the value of $21,600.
In the following year we obtained a treaty with Tripoli
for nearly $56,000. In 1797, as the cost of treaties had
risen, we entered into one with T'unis at an estimated ex-
pense of $107,000. In 1797-1798 we built the frigate
“Crescent,” loaded her with naval stores, and sent her to
the dey of Algiers as a gift. In 1800, the dey received
another shipload of presents, this time in the “ George
Washington,” Captain William Bainbridge, which ves-
sel and captain he impressed into his service, forcing
them to carry an Algerine ambassador and a cargo to
the sultan at Constantinople. This indignity offended
our national pride and went far towards creating a sen-
timent favorable to the forcible maintenance of our
rights in the Mediterranean.

The pasha of Tripoli, Yusuf Karamanli, on learning
that the rulers of Algiers and Tunis were obtaining
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more tribute from the United States than he was obtain-
ing, became dissatisfied, and demanded a ship of war
such as had been given to the dey of Algiers. Angered
at not receiving it, he wrote President Adams a menac-
ing letter. Finally His Royal Highness ordered the
flagstaff at the American consulate to be cut down;
and thereupon our consul, James L. Cathcart, left the
pasha’s dominions, and we were at war with Tripoli.
This dramatic declaration of hostilities took place in
May, 180r1.

Anticipating some such action from Tripoli and fear-
ing that Algiers and Tunis might molest our commerce,
the government at Washington early in the spring of
1801 fitted out a squadron of four ships for service in
the Mediterranean. Commodore Richard Dale, a
seasoned officer who had served under John Paul Jones
during the Revolution, was chosen commander-in-chief
and the frigate “President” was designated as his
flag-ship. Dale arrived at Gibraltar on July 1, 1801,
and soon proceeded up the Mediterranean. His time-
ly appearance at Algiers and Tunis had a restraining
influence upon the rulers of those states, who were
becoming dissatisfied and were grumbling over as-
sumed grievances. Several times he showed his ves-
sels off Tripoli; but, since his powers were limited,
he did not accomplish much in that quarter. The most
notable event of his cruise was the gallant capture of
a Tripolitan polacre by the “Enterprise,” Lieutenant
Andrew Sterrett. Early in 1802, Dale and his ships
returned to the United States, and another squadron
was sent out.

Dale and his successors in the Mediterranean had
many difficult problems to solve, the most important
of which related to Tripoli, with which country we
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were actually at war. The fleet maintained headquar-
ters at Gibraltar, Malta, and Syracuse, none of which
ports was convenient to the city of Tripoli, the capital
of the country. Gibraltar was distant twelve hundred
miles, Malta two hundred fifty, and Syracuse three
hundred fifty. In the winter, the late fall and the early
spring the heavy northerly gales that prevail on the
coast of Tripoli rendered active operations quite pre-
carious. Even in the favorable season operations
against the Tripolitan capital were attended with seri-
ous difficulties. The city was situated on a small bay
that was cut off from the sea by a barrier of rocks and
reefs, which made navigation for large ships very
dangerous. Its fortifications were manned by about
twenty-five thousand Arabs and Turks, and its forts and
batteries mounted one hundred fifteen guns. Its harbor
was protected by a flotilla of gunboats.

In addition to blockading and bombarding Tripoli,
our squadron had to pursue and capture the ships of
the enemy at sea, and it had to protect American mer-
chantmen by occasionally convoying them from port
to port. For a long time the department at Washing-
ton sent the commander-in-chief insufficient and im-
proper means for the performance of the work that
devolved upon him. Ships arrived in the Mediterra-
nean at uncertain times, and were compelled soon to
return owing to the expiration of the term of enlistment
of their crews. Communication with the secretary of
the navy was irregular and infrequent. Moreover, the
president took a half-hearted interest in the war, and
urged his commanders to bring it to a close, even by
purchasing peace if necessary.

In respect to Morocco, Tunis, and Algiers the duties
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of the commander-in-chief were numerous and exact-
ing. The rulers of those states sympathized with the
pasha of Tripoli and secretly aided him. They were
always on the point of breaking their treaties with us
and had to be continually overawed by a show of force
at their capitals. At times their ships had to be watched
and their coasts patrolled.

The diplomatic duties of the commander-in-chief in
the Mediterranean were quite as important as his naval
ones. He was called upon to conduct negotiations for
peace, make treaties, and remove and appoint consuls.
His correspondence with the American consuls in Bar-
bary was voluminous. The difficulties of his numerous
tasks were much increased by the extensiveness of the
territory covered by him. The coast of Barbary was
more than three thousand miles long. The principal
seaport of Morocco, the westernmost state, was Tangier,
almost opposite Gibraltar. To the east of Morocco
was Algiers, whose capital of the same name was five
hundred miles from Tangier. From Algiers to the
capital city Tunis was five hundred fifty miles, and from
Tunis to Tripoli three hundred seventy miles.

Of the four Barbary States, Algiers and Tunis were
by far the most powerful. Their navies were stronger
than ours. Algiers had fifteen large ships, sixty gun-
boats, and one hundred fifty galleys. Tunis had ninety-
four large vessels and thirty gunboats. The Moroccan
navy contained five vessels, and the Tripolitan eight
large ships and a fleet of gunboats. The population of
Barbary consisted largely of Moors, Arabs, Berbers,
Kabyles, Turks, and Jews. The prevailing religion
was Mahometan. The customs and dress were oriental.
The streets of the cities were narrow, dark, and dirty.
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The architecture of the public buildings was Moorish.
Both people and rulers were semicivilized, childish,
fanatical, superstitious, and lovers of pomp and show.

Commodore Thomas Truxtun was chosen to com-
mand the new squadron that was to be sent to the Medi-
terranean in 1802 to relieve the old one under Dale;
but, owing to a disagreement with the department, he
resigned from the navy. His place as commander-in-
chief was taken by the officer next below him in rank,
Commodore Richard V. Morris. The new commander
sprang from excellent New York stock. His father,
Lewis Morris, was a signer of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, and one of his uncles was the distinguished
statesman and diplomat, Gouverneur Morris. Rich-
ard V. entered the navy in 1798 as captain, and rendered
satisfactory service during the French War as com-
mander of the “Adams” and of the “ New York.” His
squadron in the Mediterranean consisted of the flag-ship
“Chesapeake,” 36; ““ Constellation,” 36, Captain Alex-
ander Murray; “John Adams,” 28, Captain John
Rodgers; “New York,” 36, Captain James Barron;
“Adams,” 28, Captain H. G. Campbell; and “ Enter-
prise,” 12, Lieutenant Andrew Sterrett. These vessels
sailed from the United States at different times, from
February to October, 1802. The * Chesapeake” ar-
rived at Gibraltar with the commodore on board on
May twenty-fifth.

The last ship to sail was Rodgers’s vessel, the frigate
“John Adams.” She was placed in commission at
Washington on August twenty-fifth, and on the same
day Rodgers was ordered to come on from Baltimore
and take command of her. The “John Adams” mount-
ed thirty-two guns; twenty-four long 12-pounders on
her gun-deck, and two long ¢'s and six 24-pound car-
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ronades on her forecastle and poop-deck. She was con-
structed at Charleston, South Carolina, in 1799. Her
two sides were built by different contractors, one of
whom reduced her moulds and thereby caused her to
have a deficiency of beam on one side. As a conse-
quence she bore her canvas better and made greater
speed on one tack than on the other. Her burden was
five hundred forty-four tons, and her complement two
hundred twenty men.

Rodgers’s sailing orders, which were dated Septem-
ber eighteenth, directed him to proceed from Washing-
ton to Hampton Roads; and, having taken in a supply
of beef, pork, rice, beans, butter, gunpowder, and other
stores, to sail thence with all possible dispatch to join
Morris in the Mediterranean. He left the Roads on
October twenty-second, and after a quick voyage arrived
at Gibraltar on November sixteenth. Soon putting in
to Malaga, he found there Captain Murray of the “Con-
stellation,” who ordered him to return to Gibraltar for
a load of supplies. Having performed this errand,
he sailed for Malta with the merchant brig ‘“ Boston”
under convoy. After seeing the merchantman safely
to the neighborhood of Minorca, he proceeded to his
destination, where he arrived on January g, 1803.

At Malta Rodgers found the commodore with the
“Chesapeake,” “ New York,"” and “ Enterprise.” "’ The
“Adams” had been left at the straits to blockade the
Tripolitan cruiser “ Meshouda” in Gibraltar and to
watch Morocco, whose ruler showed signs of unfriend-
liness. The “ Constellation,” which had been expected
to join the squadron with a load of supplies, had been

17 The main sources for the events from January to October, 1803, are
R. V. Morris’s Defence of the Conduct of Commodore Morris during his
Command in the Mediterranean, the Log of the “John Adams” the Rodgers
Papers, and the Preble Papers.
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ordered home by the department. Morris was now
ready to execute certain orders, which he had received
from Washington in the previous summer, directing
him, with the assistance of Ex-consul Cathcart, to nego-
tiate a treaty of peace with the pasha of Tripoli. He
was to place his squadron off Tripoli “taking every
care [in the words of the secretary of the navy] to make
the handsomest and most military display of force and
so conducting maneuvers as to excite an impression that
in the event of negotiations failing you intend a close and
vigorous blockade.” He was directed to hold out the
olive-branch with one hand, while he displayed the
means of defensive operations with the other. It should
be noted that his orders related to the making of peace
rather that to the waging of war.

Owing to procrastination at Washington, Morris did
not receive his instructions in time to carry them out in
the summer of 1802. When Rodgers arrived at Malta
in the winter of 1803, he was preparing to execute them,
notwithstanding that the season of the year was unpro-
pitious. On January thirtieth, he sailed from Malta
for Tripoli with the “ Chesapeake,” “New York,” and
“John Adams.” The “Enterprise” was not available
for this expedition as she was under orders for Tunis.
Morris had planned to propose terms of peace to the
pasha, and, in case they should be rejected, to send a
flotilla of armed boats into the harbor in the night-time
and burn the cruisers of the enemy. He had chosen
Rodgers to command the flotilla. Before the little fleet
was clear of Malta a heavy gale from the north and
west set in. Placing his ships under storm canvas,
Morris decided to weather it out. At times his flag-
ship labored so heavily as to be in imminent danger
of foundering. Finally, however, after experiencing
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ten days of the worst kind of weather, he abandoned the
expedition and returned to Malta.

The commodore now prepared his ships for a voyage
to Gibraltar by way of Tunis and Algiers. This move-
ment was later severely censured by the secretary of the
navy. In its defense it may be said that not much could
be done at Tripoli until spring, the fleet was in need of
provisions, the consuls at Tunis and Algiers were urg-
ing Morris to pay them a visit, and his orders gave him
much discretion as to his operations. Moreover, the
department by directing the “ Constellation” to return
home had caused one of Morris’s plans to miscarry, as
she had been ordered by him to proceed from Gibraltar
to Malta with a load of supplies. Respecting his failure
at this time to meet the expectations of the secretary of
the navy, he afterwards wrote: ‘ Gentlemen can in
their closets plan expeditions at their ease, make winds
and seas to suit their purpose, and extend or contract the
limits of time and space; but the poor seaman struggling
with a tempest on a lee shore must have something to
eat.”

On February nineteenth, the fleet, together with a cap-
tured vessel of the “ Enterprise,” the polacre ““ Paulina,”
weighed anchor at Malta and sailed for Tunis where
they arrived three days later. Here an incident took
place in which Rodgers as the officer next in rank to the
commodore played a part. As a portion of the cargo of
the “ Paulina” was owned by a Tunisian, the bey of Tun-
is demanded the restoration of hissubject’s property, and
he entered into a controversy over it with Morris, who,
accompanied by Rodgers and Cathcart, went ashore to
settle the dispute. At first Morris insisted that the cause
of the prize should be tried at Gibraltar, but on the bey’s
threatening war he agreed that the question of the own-

7
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ership of the cargo might be decided at Tunis. Having
obtained one concession, the bey made a fresh demand.
Finally the commodore lost his patience, and abruptly
closed the contention. Without taking formal leave of
the bey, he and his aides made arrangements to return to
the fleet. While they were on their way to their boat at
the wharf, they were overtaken by one of the bey’s agents,
who arrested Morris and refused to let him leave the city
until he had paid a debt incurred by our consul to Tunis,
William Eaton, in behalf of the United States and in
prosecution of a plan to set upon the throne of Tripoli
the brother of the reigning pasha. This forcible deten-
tion was of course a breach of official hospitality and a
gross insult to the American flag. In explanation of it,
the bey’s agent asserted that Eaton had given his word
that the debt should be paid on the arrival of the fleet.
Eaton emphatically denied thathe had made such
a promise. Many palavers over this new subject of con-
tention took place. Finally Morris agreed to pay and
the bey agreed to accept twenty-two thousand dollars,
about two-thirds of the whole claim ; and the commodore
was permitted to return to his ship. Cathcart and Rod-
gers remained a few days longer on shore to complete
the settlement of the difficulty. As Eaton was at swords’
points with the bey he also embarked, and Morris ap-
pointed Dr. George Davis of the navy to act as consul.
This disgraceful episode came to an end on March tenth
with the sailing of the squadron for Algiers. Morris
always blamed Eaton with enticing him on shore and
thus causing the indignity that he suffered, but it must
be said that he has not proved his charges against the
consul.

On March nineteenth, the fleet arrived at Algiers, and
on the next day the American consul, Richard O’Brien,
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visited the flag-ship and poured into the commodore’s
ear a tale of woe respecting the refractory ruler to whose
courthe wasaccredited. The dey had a grievance against
President Jefferson, who had sent him thirty thousand
dollars in money instead of naval stores to that value,
which had been expected. The disappointed ruler re-
fused either to accept the money or to permit it to be
returned to the donor. He now further exhibited his
displeasure by declining to receive Cathcart, who had
been appointed to succeed O’Brien as consul. Admon-
ished by his experiences ashore at Tunis, Morris did not
leave his ship. After a brief stay he sailed for Gibral-
tar, where he arrived on March twenty-third.

Here he made several important changes in the fleet.
He shifted his broad pennant to the “New York,” of
which vessel Lieutenant Isaac Chauncey became acting
captain. The “Chesapeake,” Captain James Barron,
was sent home in accordance with orders from the de-
partment; and the “ Enterprise” was placed under the
command of Lieutenant Isaac Hull. As soon as the
ships had taken on board a supply of provisions they
sailed for Malta, the “ Adams” proceeding by way of
Leghorn with a convoy. On her voyage up the Medi-
terranean the “ New York” had fourteen men killed and
five wounded by an explosion of gunpowder. The ship
was set on fire and for a time her complete destruction
was threatened, but by the heroic exertions of Captain
Isaac Chauncey and Lieutenant David Porter she was
saved.

When, on May first, the “ New York,” “ Enterprise,”
and “John Adams” arrived at Malta, only the latter ship
was ready for immediate service. On May third, Rod-
gers received orders to proceed with the “ John Adams”
to Tripoli and cruise off that port for three weeks, or
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until the pasha should make an offer of peace. When
he arrived on his station he boldly approached within
three-quarters of a mile of the city and for some time
received and returned the fire of the gunboats and bat-
teries. For several days he cruised off Tripoli, seeing
only neutral vessels, several of which he chased and
boarded. On the twelfth, however, he was fortunate
enough to fall in with the Tripolitan cruiser, “Meshou-
da,” of twenty guns, which he captured. For two years
she had been blockaded at Gibraltar by our cruisers.
Desirous of assisting the pasha, the emperor of Morocco
laid claim to her, and Morris foolishly allowed his claim.
Having thus acquired her liberty, the “ Meshouda” ob-
tained a load of naval and military stores, and was en-
tering Tripoli when she was captured. She had on
board twenty Tripolitan subjects. Rodgers took his
prize to Malta where he arrived on May nineteenth.
Since the “New York” and “ Enterprise” were now
ready for sea, the “John Adams” sailed in company with
them on her return voyage to Tripoli. Commodore
Morris was in command of the fleet. On the twenty-
second, when he was approaching Tripoli, he discover-
ed several small merchantmen, and he signaled his ships
to chase them, which they at once did. Almost imme-
diately several of the enemy’s gunboats, which were
stationed in the harbor, got under way and came to the
rescue of their countrymen. For some time both sides
kept up a brisk fire, but in the end the merchantmen
escaped to Old Tripoli, a short distance from the main
city, and the gunboats returned to the harbor. During
the following night, the enemy hauled the merchantmen
on shore, and to protect them built some breastworks of
stone and bags of wheat. On the next day, the commo-
dore sent the boats of the squadron under the command
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of Lieutenant David Porter to destroy the vessels. Fac-
ing a hot fire, Porter and his men went ashore, drove the
enemy from his breastworks, set fire to his vessels, and
regained their boats. Unfortunately the enemy, disre-
garding the broadsides discharged by the American
ships, succeeded in extinguishing the flames before they
had done much damage. Porter lost several men and
was himself wounded.

Morris’s plan was first to frighten the pasha by at-
tacking his gunboats, and then to offer him the olive-
branch of peace. On May twenty-sixth, the fleet was
reénforced by the “Adams.” On the following day the
“New York,” “John Adams,” and “Adams” approach-
ed the city, and the gunboats came out to meet them.
Rodgers, who was placed in the lead with the “John
Adams,” bore up, and gaining a position near the enemy
opened fire upon him. Unfortunately the “ New York”
and “Adams” fell in directly behind the “John Adams”
and were unable to fire for fear of hitting that vessel.
Rodgers continued the engagement until the gunboats
retired to their station in the harbor where they were
protected by the land batteries. His vessel suffered no
losses ; the gunboats had several men killed and wound-
ed. On being censured for his disposition of the “ New
York” and “Adams,” Morris defended himself on the
ground that his faulty maneuvering resulted from causes
beyond his control.

On May twenty-ninth, the commodore, through Nich-
olas C. Nissen, the Danish consul, opened negotiations
with the pasha for a treaty of peace, and a few days later
he sent Rodgers ashore to arrange the preliminaries. On
June seventh, the commodore disembarked, and on the
following day he held an interview with the pasha’s
trusty minister, Mahamed Dghies. The pasha boldly
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declared that he did not fear war, that it was his trade,
and that he understood it better than anybody. How-
ever, he said, if the United States wished peace, they
might have it for two hundred thousand Spanish dollars
and the expenses of the war. Morris offered him fifteen
thousand dollars—five thousand dollars as a consular
present, and ten thousand dollars at the end of five years
if the treaty should be faithfully kept. The pasha’s re-
ply was an order for the commodore to depart at once,
which he did. Morris had faithfully executed the com-
mands of Jefferson, but he had failed to obtain the treaty
of peace which the president so much desired.

On May tenth, the commodore sailed for Malta, leav-
ing Rodgers in command of the blockading squadron.
After Rodgers had cruised several days off Tripoli
without seeing any of the enemy’s vessels, the monotony
of his duties was broken by a stirring adventure, which
he has described in a letter to the secretary of the navy,
dated December 4, 1803 :

“On the evening of the 21st of June last, owing to
some extraordinary movements of the gunboats in the
harbor of Tripoli, I was induced to conceive that the
pasha either intended to send some cruisers to sea during
the night, or that he had received intelligence of some
bound in. T therefore accordingly made such disposi-
tion of the vessels engaged in the blockade as to enable
us to intercept either, by stationing the ‘Adams,’ Cap-
tain Campbell, to the westward; the schooner ‘Enter-
prise,” Lieutenant Hull, to the eastward; and remaining
myself with the ‘John Adams’ abreast of the town. At
half past 7 a.m. on the following day, Tripoli bearing
Ww.S.w. distant three or four leagues, observed the ‘En-
terprise’ in the S.S.E. with asignal flying, itssignification
not distinguishable; made sail and stood towards her;
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at8 a.m. spoke the ‘Enterprise,” when Lieutenant Hull in-
formed me that a large ship of the enemy was anchored
close in with the beach.

“At half past 8 a.m. shortened sail and prepared to
anchor with springs on our cables, discovering that the
enemy was anchored with springs on his cables in a deep
narrow bay about five or six leagues to the eastward of
the town and in a situation very advantageous to the de-
fence of their ship. At the same time observed nine
gunboats close in with the shore coming to her assistance,
and a vast number of cavalry and armed men on the
beach. At seven minutes before 9 a.m., being in seven
fathoms’ water and supposing we were within point-
blank shot, commenced firing, which the enemy re-
turned ; and a constant fire was maintained on both sides
for forty-five minutes, when the enemy’s fire was si-
lenced, at which instant the crew abandoned the ship in
the most confused and precipitate manner, such as her
boats could not carry leaping overboard. At this mo-
ment, being in a quarter less than five fathoms’ water
and the rocks appearing under our bottom and in every
direction around us, I thought it prudent to wear and
lay the ship’s head off shore; and in the mean time or-
dered Lieutenant Hull to stand as close in as consisted
with safety and amuse the enemy on the beach until our
boats could be hoisted out to take possession.

“At a quarter before 10 a.m., discovering one of the
enemy’s boats returning to the ship whilst in the act of
hoisting out ours, tacked and renewed our fire and in a
few minutes after had the satisfaction to see the enemy’s
colors hauled down, at the same time firing both their
broadsides which were accompanied by the ship’s blow-
ing up with a tremendous explosion, which burst the
hull to pieces and forced the main and mizzen masts one
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hundred and fifty or one hundred and sixty feet perpen-
dicularly into the air, with all the yards, shrouds, stays,
etc., belonging to them. This ship was polacre rigged,
mounting 22 guns, and the largest cruiser belonging to
Tripoli, to appearance a very fine vessel ; and from the
number of persons we saw abandon her, her crew must
have consisted of upwards of two hundred men. All
the men who returned to the ship were blown up in her,
and I have reason to believe her captain among the
number, as well as many lives lost before they abandon-
ed her, as we saw several shot holes through her. Im-
mediately after the ship blew up, I ordered the signal
made to chase the gunboats, but was notable to approach
them within gunshot owing to the water being very
shoal a great distance seaward of them.”’*®

Soon after this event Rodgers received orders to raise
the blockade and proceed to Malta, which he did, arriv-
ing in port on June twenty-eighth. Commodore Mor-
ris had now decided to abandon his operations against
Tripoli and to return to Gibraltar with his fleet by way
of Messina, Naples, and Leghorn. To say the least,
this movement was injudicious. Morris defended it
on the ground that his heavy ships could accomplish
nothing more at Tripoli, that there was a possibility of
obtaining some light draft vessels at Messina or Naples,
that the fleet was needed in the straits to oppose Moroc-
co, that it was dangerous to separate his ships, and that
the “Adams” must be sent home. The commodore was
evidently confused by a multiplicity of objects. He
was basing his actions too much upon probabilities. The
war with Tripoli was an actuality, and his ships could
have continued the blockade with advantage.

18 Goldsborough, C. W. The United States Naval Chronicle (Washington,
1824), 208-209.
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On July eleventh, the whole fleet together with the
prize “ Meshouda” sailed for Messina, where it arrived
three days later. Here Morris tried to obtain the loan
of some gunboats, and was referred to Sir John Acton,
the chief minister of the King of the T'wo Sicilies, resid-
ing at Naples, to which port the fleet next proceeded.
Sir John conditionally promised Morris ten gunboats
and two bomb ketches for use against Tripoli in the fol-
lowing spring. The fleet left Naples on August third
and ten days later arrived at Leghorn, where the ships
were separated. The “ Enterprise” was sent to Malta
for dispatches, the “Adams” to Tunis with Consul Cath-
cart, and the “John Adams” to Gibraltar with a convoy.

Rodgers left Leghorn with five merchantmen under
his protection on the twenty-fourth of August, and, after
calling at Barcelona and Alicant, arrived at Malaga on
September eleventh. Here he found the commodore
who had recently come from Leghorn with the “New
York,” and also Lieutenant Richard Somers in the
schooner “Nautilus” lately from America. Somers
brought dispatches from the government, which con-
tained the surprising intelligence that Morris was sus-
pended from his command and Rodgers was appointed
to succeed him. “We have been for some time much
disappointed with the conduct of Captain Morris,” Sec-
retary Smith wrote to the new commander-in-chief.
“He has not done anything which he ought to have
done, and despairing of his doing anything and also as
a mark of our disapprobation, it has been determined to
suspend him. We, besides, can obtain from him no in-
formation what he is proposing to do. We have gener-
ally to rely upon others with respect to his movements.”

On September fourteenth, Rodgers and Morris an-
chored at Gibraltar, where they found Commodore Ed-
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ward Preble who had recently come from America with
a new squadron, bringing orders for all the vessels of the
old squadron, with the exception of the “ Enterprise,”
to return home. Morris sailed for Washington with
the “Adams” on September twenty-fifth. Rodgers would
have soon followed him with the “New York” and
“John Adams” had not a cause arisen for delaying his
departure.

For some time the emperor of Morocco had been
menacing our commerce, and recently his cruisers had
begun to prey upon it. In August one of his ships, the
“Mirboka,” 22, after capturing an American brig, was
taken by the frigate “ Philadelphia,” Captain William
Bainbridge. Under these circumstances Rodgers made
preparations to communicate with the emperor and as-
certain whether he preferred peace or war. Preble also
had determined to bring the emperor to terms. After
a consultation the two commodores decided to combine
their efforts; and Rodgers, although the senior officer
and somewhat hurt at the sight of the broad pennant of
his junior flying in the same harbor with his own, agreed
to give Preble the precedence. On September seven-
teenth, the commodores visited Tangier with a view to
entering into communication with the emperor. Pend-
ing his arrival there, some six or seven of our vessels
blockaded the principal ports of Morocco. Rodgers
made an extensive cruise on the west coast, and Preble
returned to Gibraltar.

Early in October, anticipating the coming of the em-
peror, Preble and Rodgers returned to Tangier and
moored their fleet in battle array, three hundred yards
from the shore. The deckswere cleared for action, and
the crews slept at their quarters. The emperor arrived on
October sixth. Although he had an army of twenty
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thousand men in the town and his shore batteries mount-
ed one hundred five cannon, he was disposed to seek
peace, being cowed by the sight of the American ships
drawn up under his guns. As a token of his friendly
mood, he sent the commodores a present of cattle, sheep,
and fowl. He readily agreed to give up the prisoners
and property that had been captured by his ships, and
to reaffirm the treaty of 1786 which his father had made
with the United States. On their part the commodores
agreed to surrender the “ Meshouda” and “ Mirboka.”
Within less than a month, by a proper show of force,
Preble and Rodgers had obtained an honorable treaty
with Morocco without the payment of a cent for tribute
or presents. James Simpson, the American consul at
Tangier, and Tobias Lear, who had been recently ap-
pointed consul-general to Algiers, assisted them in the
negotiations.

As soon as our affairs with Morocco were settled,
Rodgers prepared the “ New York,” which was now his
flag-ship, and the “John Adams,” Captain H. G. Camp-
bell, for their return voyage. He sailed from Gibraltar
on October eighteenth and arrived at Washington on
December 2, 1803. The news of the peace with the
emperor which he brought was highly pleasing to Pres-
ident Jefferson, who on December fifth informed Con-
gress in a message of the amicable adjustment of all our
differences with Morocco. He said that the conduct of
our officers merited entire approbation, and he referred
to the promptitude and energy of Commodore Preble
and to the efficacious codperation of Captains Rodgers
and Campbell. He also called attention to the gallant
enterprise of Captain Rodgers in destroying on the coast
of Tripoli a corvette of that power of twenty-two guns;
and he recommended that Congress indemnify the cap-
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tors of the “ Meshouda” and “ Mirboka.” Accordingly
a law was passed appropriating to the captors a sum of
money equal to one-half the value of the two vessels.

Rodgers had been absent from the United States more
than thirteen months, from October, 1802 to December
1803. He had distinguished himself in the two princi-
pal achievements of that period in the Mediterranean,
the blockading of Tripoli and the establishment of peace
with Morocco, although on both theaters of action he
was second in authority. In conducting the blockade
he played a more important part than did his senior,
Commodore Morris, and in bringing the emperor of
Morocco to terms he shared the honors with Commo-
dore Preble. In succeeding Morris as commander-in-
chief, Rodgers for the first time obtained the command
of a squadron and received the title of commodore, an
honor that came to him at the age of thirty. During
his absence from the United States, Rodgers gained three
numbers on the captains’ list by reason of the retirement
of McNeill, the resignation of Dale late in 1802, and
the death of Barry, the senior officer of the navy, in Sep-
tember, 1803. Barry’s successor as senior officer was
Commodore Samuel Nicholson.

When Commodore Morris arrived in the United
States in the fall of 1803, he was haled before a court of
enquiry, composed of two junior captains and a lieuten-
ant. It reported that the commodore had not conducted
himself in his command of the Mediterranean squadron
“with the diligence or activity necessary to execute the
important duties of his station.” The next regular step
in naval procedure would have been the convening of a
court martial to try him. Jefferson, however, in May,
1804, arbitrarily dismissed Morris from the navy, with-
out a trial. 'The punishment received by this unfortun-
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ate officer was certainly in excess of his oftense. By the
dismissal of Morris, Rodgers gained another number on
the captains’ list. Only three officers, Commodores
Nicholson, Murray, and Samuel Barron, were above
him in rank.

Not many days elapsed after Rodgers’s arrival in
America before he paid a visit to Sion Hill. For a time
Miss Denison was proof against all his ardor and devo-
tion. He made a confidante of Miss Pinkney, a maiden
sister of William Pinkney. ‘“She was a great admirer
of Captain Rodgers,” wrote Mrs. Rodgers many years
afterward, ‘““and came up to make a visit at Sion Hill.
She spoke of him to me and of his great regard for me
and tried to get from me some expression of feeling
in regard to him. However, I told her that Captain
Rodgers was not sufficiently known to me to warrant
the expression of any feeling for him, and that I was too
young to think of marrying any one.” Finally the cap-
tain gained by siege what he failed to conquer by attack.
“His devoted affection won my heart,” Mrs. Rodgers
wrote, “for as he declared to me, he had in his wander-
ings encountered many fair and beautiful women, but
not one of them had caused him for a moment to forget
the woman who had enslaved his heart. We became
engaged and should have been married in the fall of
1804 had he not been suddenly ordered to sea.”






V1. THE SECOND CRUISE IN THE MEDI-
TERRANEAN : 1804-1805

OMMODORE PREBLE sailed from Gibraltar

for Malta soon after Rodgers left the Mediterra-
nean station in October, 1803. In September he had
sent the “ Philadelphia,” Captain William Bainbridge,
and the “ Vixen,” Lieutenant John Smith, up the Medi-
terranean to blockade Tripoli. On October thirty-first
while pursuing a Tripolitan cruiser, Bainbridge ran the
‘“Philadelphia” on to some hidden rocks, four or five
miles to the eastward of the pasha’s capital. He made
strenuous efforts to float his vessel, but without success,
and he was compelled to surrender her to the enemy.
Aided by a heavy northwest wind that raised the level
of the water, the captors of the ‘ Philadelphia” soon
floated their prize and brought her into port. Three
hundred seven American officers and seamen were thus
made prisoners. The officers were for the most part
not badly treated. At first the seamen were closely con-
fined in prison; but later they were set to hard work,
and were often stoned and flogged through the streets
of Tripoli like beasts of burden. The possession of
these Americans by the pasha, who on occasion threat-
ened to kill them if the commander-in-chief of our
squadron did not respect his wishes, greatly strength-
ened his position.

Commodore Preble arrived at Malta on November
27, 1803. During the ensuing winter and spring he
was engaged in maintaining the blockade, in watching
the discontented rulers of Tunis and Algiers, and in pre-
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paring to attack Tripoli. The most notable event of
the winter was the burning of the “Philadelpha,” in
the night-time, in the harbor of Tripoli by the ketch
“Intrepid,” Lieutenant Stephen Decatur. For this gal-
lant exploit the young lieutenant received a captaincy
from the president and a sword from Congress. By
the latter part of July, Preble was ready to begin the
reduction of the capital. His fleet consisted of his flag-
ship “ Constitution,” six small brigs and schooners, and
six gunboats and two bomb ketches which he had bor-
rowed from the King of the Two Sicilies. Several
times in August and the early part of September he at-
tacked the enemy’s gunboats and land defenses, and in-
flicted much damage upon them. In these operations
he had fifty men killed and wounded; the loss of the
pasha was doubtless greater. Among the American
officers who were killed were Captain Richard Somers,
Lieutenants Henry Wadsworth (an uncle of the poet
Longfellow), James Decatur, James R. Caldwell, and
Joseph TIsrael—the first commissioned officers of the
navy under the Constitution to die for their country.
The pasha offered to make peace for one hundred thou-
sand dollars but the commodore spurned his offer. While
in the midst of these promising operations, Preble was
succeeded by a new commander-in-chief, who arrived
before Tripoli on September 10, 1804. In December,
Preble sailed for America, receiving the congratulations
of his officers and friends on his brilliant service.

The capture of the “ Philadelphia” and the imprison-
ment of her officers and crew thoroughly aroused the
president, who now for the first time manifested a live-
ly interest in the prosecution of the war. He decided
to increase considerably the naval forces in the Mediter-
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ranean. Early in April five frigates, which had been
laid up in ordinary in the Eastern Branch of the Poto-
mac at Washington, were placed in commission. These
vessels were the ¢ President,” 44, the flag-ship of the new
squadron, Commodore Samuel Barron; “ Congress,” 36,
Captain John Rodgers; “Essex,” 32, Captain James
Barron; “ Constellation,” 36, Captain H. G. Campbell;
and the “John Adams,” 28, Acting Captain Isaac Chaun-
cey. The new commander-in-chief, Commodore Sam-
uel Barron, was amember of the distinguished Virginian
naval family of Barrons. When a mere youth he
served in the Revolutionary War under his father, James
Barron Sr., the commodore of the Virginia navy. In
1798, he entered the federal navy as captain, and in the
conflict with France commanded successively the “ Rich-
mond,” the “ Constellation,” and the ‘ Chesapeake.”
Rodgers’s call to sea duty found him in Washington
where he had been employed since January, 1804, in
superintending the construction of a gunboat, the very
first vessel of Jefferson’s famous flotilla. In July of that
year “ Gunboat No. 1,” being completed and ready for
sea, sailed for Charleston, South Carolina, where, soon
after her arrival, her seagoing career was interrupted by
asevere storm which drove her from her mooringsand
left her high and dry in a cornfield. During the spring,
anticipating his return to the Mediterranean, Rodgers
extended his knowledge of the classic lands of antiquity
by reading Virgil, “Herculaneum,” and doubtless simi-
lar works. He also found time to procure a midship-
man’s warrant for his youngest brother, George Wash-
ington Rodgers, now a lad of seventeen years. Nor was
he too busy to participate in the social diversions of the
rural capital, attending on one occasion a ball that was
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given by his friend, Captain Thomas Tingey, and other
leaders of polite society at the seat of government.

His new command, the frigate “ Congress,” was about
the size of the “ Insurgente.” She was built at Ports-
mouth, New Hampshire, during the French War, cost-
ing some two hundred thousand dollars. Her burden
was twelve hundred sixty-eight tons, and her comple-
ment three hundred forty men. During April and May,
1804, Rodgers was equipping her in Washington, and
about the first of June he dropped down to Hampton
Roads. He was pleased with neither the crew nor the
equipment of his vessel, both of which had been hastily
supplied. At the Roads he discharged several men,
“miserable, useless, unsound wretches,” he called them,
“perfectly unqualified for any service.” He had his
gunner, “an infamous scoundrel,” court-martialed. To
a responsible employee of the Washington yard who had
failed to equip the “ Congress” with certain necessary
articles, after having promised faithfully to do so, the
irate captain wrote: ‘It is your interest to pray that
my head may be knocked off before I return, for be as-
sured if you are not punished before that period I will
revenge the injury you have done me with my own
hands.”

The “John Adams” sailed from Hampton Roads on
June twenty-sixth; and the four remaining vessels, under
the immediate command of Commodore Barron, on July
fifth. For the first two weeks of Barron’s passage the
weather was favorable, but for the last twenty-five days
the winds were ahead and the sailing very tedious. To
facilitate the movement of the fleet, the commodore on
August seventh ordered each captain to make his way to
Gibraltar as best he could, independent of the other
ships. Rodgers, who reached Gibraltar on August
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twelfth, was the first to arrive in port. Later on the
same day the “ President” and “ Constellation” came in,
and on the following day the “ Essex.” Suspecting that
the emperor of Morocco was contemplating hostilities,
Barron ordered Rodgers to take the “ Congress” and
“ Essex” and ascertain the intentions of that fickle ruler.
The commodore with the other two vessels proceeded up
the Mediterranean, and on September tenth, arrived off
Tripoli and relieved Preble as commander of the block-
ading squadron.

On August fifteenth, Rodgers sailed from Gibraltar
to Tangier with the “Congress” and “Essex.” After
communicating with the American consul, he ordered
the “ Essex,” Captain James Barron, to watch the move-
ments of two of the emperor’s galleys then in Tangier
Bay, while he proceeded in the “ Congress” down the
west coast on a cruise of observation. He visited the
western ports of Morocco as far south as Salle, but dis-
covered no signs of hostility. As the emperor appeared
to be in a friendly mood, Rodgers returned to Gibraltar.
He deemed it prudent, however, to order the “E ssex” to
remain in the straits and guard our interests in that quar-
ter. With the “ Congress” he proceeded up the Medi-
terranean to join Commodore Barron, being anxious (as
he said) that his vessel should share the credit to be
derived from the reduction of Tripoli by inscribing a
lasting and honorable remembrance of her name on its
walls. Calling at Algiers, he received on board the
“Congress” his friend, Colonel Tobias Lear, who was
now consul-general to Algiers and was charged by his
government with conducting negotiations for peace with
the pasha of Tripoli. After landing Lear at Malta,
Rodgers joined the blockading squadron.

Soon after Commodore Barron arrived off Tripoli
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he was attacked by an extreme illness, caused by a dis-
ease of the liver. Hoping to improve his health, he
now gave Rodgers the command of the blockading
squadron and returned to Malta. Rodgers remained on
the coast a little more than a month, during which time
he was engaged in active cruising. The only vessels of
the enemy that he saw were four small coasting boats,
which effected their escape by reason of light winds and
hazy weather. “Two of these boats,” he wrote, “I
chased on shore, one about three and the other five miles
to the westward of the town; and sent three boats in to
bring one of them off, anchoring at the same time within
the reach of grape of the shore, conceiving I should be
able to cover the boats so effectually as to enable them
to execute my orders without much opposition. But
being so near the town and in sight of an Arabian camp,
before they could reach the shore the enemy collected
in such numbers as to make the thing impracticable
without the greatest probability of making sacrifices or
at least hazarding more than the emergency of such an
acquisition would justify. The enemy were covered
by the rocks in a manner to prevent my annoying them
much by the fire from the ship. To the officers (Lieu-
tenants Wyer, Henley, and Blakely commanding the
boats) and men engaged in this service, it is but justice
in me to observe that they would have effected the exe-
cution of my orders, I have not the least doubt, in spite
of all opposition, had I not been induced, through mo-
tives of regard of the consequences of hazarding the
lives of so many men to effect an object of so little import-
ance to their country, to countermand my orders by sig-
nal after they had reached the enemy within pistol shot.”

This incident is characteristic of Rodgers’s great care
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and regard for his men. Throughout his naval career
he showed an unwillingness to hazard their lives unless
the chances of success warranted it. On the other hand
he was remarkably reckless of his own life when there
existed the merest possibility of attaining a worthy ob-
ject. Several incidents exhibiting his fearlessness and
personal daring have already been narrated - the facing
of a mob in Liverpool, the cowing of the mutinous crew
of the “ Insurgente,” and the saving of life and property
at Cape Francois. An incident of a somewhat similar
character occurred on the blockade, and may be told in
Rodgers’s words:

“Conceiving it an object of no small importance to
know to certainty to what distance our ships can ap-
proach the batteries of Tripoli with safety, I had re-
solved for some time past on sounding, the first favora-
ble opportunity for this purpose. And on Friday night,
19th instant, I made the attempt and succeeded without
interruption much to my satisfaction. Itbeing between
one and two o’clock in the morning when I went in and
every thing quiet, I was enabled to approach so near as
to observe the position of the cruisers, and found that all
the gunboats were hauled up with their sterns foremost
on the beach so as to enable them to act as a battery, and
the ketch, schooner, brig, and two galleys dismantled
and moored to the walls. The brig has no masts in. I
am now sufficiently acquainted with the coast contigu-
ous to the batteries to consider myself a good pilot. And
this has proved to me, in service like this, the necessity
of every man of war having a gig, as the sounding of
an enemy’s coast can be effected in one of these boats
without risk, when it cannot be done in any other way
with safety. I was in four feet of water, unperceived,
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altho I could hear the people on shore distinctly in com-
mon conversation.”

Towards the latter part of October, Rodgers sailed
for Malta to obtain water and to repair his ship. On
his way to port he captured a small xebec, mounting
two carriage guns and several howitzers, and carrying
nine Turks. She had neither colors nor a scrap of pa-
per of any kind showing her nationality. Her crew
said that she was a prize to a Tunisian cruiser, but Rod-
gers was inclined to believe that she was a Tripolitan
vessel and that her papers had been destroyed to conceal
her identity. He therefore took her into Malta for ex-
amination.

On November first, Commodore Preble delivered
to Rodgers by order of Commodore Barron the frigate
“Constitution,” and a few days later the flag of her new
commander was hoisted on board her. She was Rod-
gers’s first forty-four, and for several years was his sea-
home. This famous frigate was built at Boston in 1794-
1797, after models furnished by Jonathan Humphreys,
the skilful architect of our early naval ships. He is
said to have drawn many of his ideas of ship-building
from the French practice. The distinguishing feature
of his vessels was their excess in size and armament over
vessels of the same class in foreign navies. The lines
of the “ Constitution” were remarkably fine, and her
beauty elicited the admiration of all observers. She
mounted twenty-eight long 24’s on her gun-deck, and
six 24’s and ten 12's on her upper deck. Her length
on the load water-line was 175 feet and her breadth of
beam 43.6 feet. Her draft was 22 feet, and her tonnage
1576 tons. Her tanks held 48,600 gallons of water, and
her hold stowed six months’ provisions. She carried
22 commissioned and warrant officers and 378 petty
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officers, seamen, and marines— 400 men in all. Sailing
free under topgallant-sails, her speed was 13.5 knots.

From Malta, Rodgers proceeded to Syracuse, where
our fleet had a depot of supplies and a naval hospital.
Here he found Commodore Barron, who was still sick.
“I am so unwell today,” Barron said on November
third, “that I can scarcely write at all and am unfit for
business. God knows how it will end!” Ten days later
he made Rodgers acting commander-in-chief of the
squadron, writing to him as follows: “As I shall not
be able to attend to the business afloat for some time, I
request you will hoist the broad pennant on board the
‘Constitution’ and give such orders for the safety of the
squadron from time to time as may be most proper.”
By the latter part of the month Barron’s health had
improved, and since not much could be done on the
blockade during the winter he decided to send Rodgers
to Lisbon for seamen, where it was understood they
were plentiful. Rodgers was to call at Tangier on his
way through the straits, and, in case he found the em-
peror peacefully disposed towards us, he was to order
the “Siren,” which was now guarding our interests
in that quarter, to join the commodore.

He left Syracuse on November twenty-ninth and ar-
rived at Gibraltar on December eighteenth. Owing to
an epidemic of yellow fever, he did not go ashore, but
proceeded at once to Tangier where he was pleased to
learn that our relations with the emperor were quite
satisfactory. On the way to Lisbon he encountered a
heavy westerly gale which drove him off his course,
and for a time compelled him to carry a heavy press
of sail to avoid being cast away on the coast of Morocco.
On December twenty-eighth, he reached Lisbon, with
his bowsprit badly strained and his sails much dam-
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aged. Here he was delayed several weeks under cir-
cumstances that greatly tried his temper. Several days
elapsed before he could obtain practique, and on reach-
ing the city serious difficulties arose over the enlistment
of seamen. For many of the inconveniences that he
suffered, Rodgers blamed the American consul, Wil-
liam Jarvis, with whom he had a serious altercation.
He threatened the consul with chastisement; and ac-
cused him of neglecting the interests of his govern-
ment, of interference with the enlistment of seamen,
and of “contemptible, ungentlemanly conduct.”

One of the disputes between the two men had its
origin in the enlistment of some Danish deserters by the
officers of the “ Constitution.” On a complaint being
made by the Danish consul, Rodgers dismissed the men
from his ship. This method of procedure displeased
Jarvis, who contended that the men should have been
delivered to the captains from whose ships they had
deserted. Jarvis’s contention aroused the indignation
of Rodgers, who in a letter to the consul expressed
his convictions as follows: “I cannot conceive that I
am bound either by national or personal honor to de-
liver men into the hands of an authority that would
punish them for their wishing to serve our country
in preference to their own, particularly when at the
same time I had no election in the motive that influ-
enced their conduct. No sir, I must be permitted to
tell you that I conceive such a proceeding would be
contrary both to liberality and propriety, as it would at
once be sacrificing one of the essential advantages which
by the properties of our soil and the purity of our
blessed Constitution we derive over all other nations.
And it does not a little astonish me that you as the only
representative of the government of the United States
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in this port should wish to furnish the means of pun-
ishing your fellow-beings for preferring Freedom to
Slavery.”

After enlisting all the recruits that could be obtained
at Lisbon, Rodgers sailed for Gibraltar, where he
arrived on February 14, 1805. Since some recent move-
ments of the emperor’s cruisers looked suspicious, he
ordered the commander of the “Siren” to remain in
the straits. His stay in port was very brief, as he was
exceedingly desirous to regain his commodore. ‘“I can
scarcely describe the anxiety which 1 feel for the ap-
proach of summer,” he wrote at this time to the sec-
retary of the navy, “as I am satisfied that if we do
our duty we shall reduce Tripoli in a manner that will
be particularly advantageous and highly honorable to
our country.” The “Constitution” arrived at Malta
on February twenty-fifth.

Since the spring of 1805 constitutes an important
period of the Tripolitan War, it may be well to obtain
a general view of the distribution of the ships of the
squadron at that time. Barron’s fleet in commission
consisted of five frigates and seven small sailing craft.
The “Siren” (Stewart) was stationed in the straits.
The eleven remaining vessels were engaged chiefly
in three enterprises, the most important of which was
the blockading of the capital and coast of Tripoli.
Four vessels were wholly employed on this duty: the
frigates “ Constitution” (Rodgers), “President” (Cox),
and “Constellation” (Campbell), and the schooner
“Vixen” (Smith). During the early spring three
other ships were also thus employed: the frigates
“Congress” (Decatur) and “Essex” (J. Barron) and
the schooner “Nautilus” (Dent). A second enterprise
was the obtaining of naval materials of various kinds
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