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NAVAL HISTORY OF (.HEAT BRITAIN.

BRITISH AND FEENCH FLEETS.

In the number of linc-of-battle cruisers, the abstract of tbe Bri-

tish navy for this year agrees precisely with that of the last ; but,

in commissioned ships of the line, the former shows a trifling

superiority.
1 There is also, in the whole number of vessels, an

increase of 51; but the total of commissioned cruisers, the best

criterion of improvement, is not proportionably affected. The
number of ships and vessels, the result of captures from the

French, Dutch, and Spaniards, appears considerable.- On tin-

other hand, the loss sustained by the British navy during the year

L796, and which, with the exception of one vessel, and that of

a very small class, captured, and three accidentally burnt, hap-

pened through bad weather, far exceeds the loss of any similar

period since that memorable year for hurricanes, 1780. The loss

of life, too, as will appear by the proper list,^ was afflictingly

severe. Among the acquired line-of-battle ships arc four that,

were purchased, while building, of the East India Company ;
and

the whole of the seven new frigates, two of which averaged 1000

tons each, were built of fir.

By an Admiralty order, dated on the 20th of June, 179G, tho

complements of the different classes of frigates in the British

navy were fixed on a new scale, as follows :
—

."Men and B

Class in Abstracts.
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The number of commissioned officers and masters, belonging
tn the British navy at the commencement of the year, was

Admirals 24
Vice-admirals 18

\:< ii--:ulinii'uls ."..»

„
'

I '_'7.

Post-captains 483

,, superannuated 23.

Commanders, or oop-captains .... 282
Lieutenants 2038

» I I 26.

Masters 451

and the number of seamen and marines, voted for the service ol

the year, was L20,000.
]

As sunn as the royalists in La Vendee were subdued, and Spain
was mi the i vc of becoming an ally in the Avar, France bent her

serious thoughts npon the invasion ofEngland ;
in which attem.p1

she was to be assisted by the fleets of Holland and Spain. A
close intimacy subsisted between Vice-admiral Truguet, the

1 "rench minister of marine, and General Eoche, who was to com-

mand the army destined to I"- employed in the expedition ;
and,

as is not invariably the casein combined operations, both the

admiral and the general entered alike heartily into the cause, and

concurred in all the principal details of the gigantic plan which

their united labours had prepared.

liefoiv, however, the plan was finally settled, a secret com-
mittee was summoned to meel a1 the house of the Director Car-

not. Here it was discovered, that the slate of the treasury
would not admit of the plan's being adopted toils full extent.

It was therefore resolved to confine the expedition, "for the

present," to a descent upon Ireland : a country whose disaffected

inhabitants would, it was known, greet the invaders with joy.

and yet whose capture by France would be inflicting a blow

upon England, of which she might never recover.

In the summer of L796 two agents, from the secret Executive

Directory of the Society of United Irishmen, repaired to Paris,

and held several conferences with the members of the French

J)irectory; from whom the former received renewed assurances

of the most prompt succour in men, arms, and munitions of war-.

The republican government offered to send 2"»,000 men ; but the

Irish directory expressed themselves satisfied with 15,000. As

soon as matters were nearly ripe, Lord Edward Fitzgerald and

1 See Appendix, No. &.
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Mr. Arthur O'Connor feigned ajourney to Germany, and having
traversed that country, had an interview, by appointment, with
General Eoche, at Hale In Switzerland. Here the traitors and

French general finally arranged their plan of proceedings.
According to Vice-admiral Trugnefs plan, the Brest fleet was

to have a double destination. The 15 two-deckers, of which
with the Ocean (late Peuple) and Invincible three-deckers, and
two others repairing in the harbour, it was then composed, were
first to escort to the coast of Ireland a strong division of Iloche's

troops, distributed on board the fleet, consisting, besides those
15 line-of-battle ships, of 12 frigates and several transports.
The debarkation effected, Vice-admiral Yillaret Joyeuse, to

whom the naval command of the expedition had been intrusted,
to detach himself, without loss of time, with the eight best

-ailing line-of-battle ships of the fleet, and hasten to the Isles of

I ranee and Bourbon. There he was to embark the black troops,
which the agents of the Directory, who had gone out in Eear-
idmiral Sercey'e frigate-squadron, had, after enfranchising all the
-laves in the colony, been directed to organize. These troops
Admiral Yillaret was to carry to the succour of Tippoo Saib;
and, having landed the men. was to co-operate with Bear-admi-
ral Bercey in doing all possible mischief to the British factories

and commerce on the coasts of Malabar and Coromandel. After
this M. Villaret and his eight sail of the line and five or six fri-

gates would probably pass to the aid of the Dutch, who had

already paid over to the hands of the French minister of marine
the sum of 1,200,000 francs, as the estimated cost of equipping
the squadron which France had promised should, in conjunction
with a Butch squadron, attempt the recapture of their late

eastern possessions.
The seven sail of the line expected at Brest under Eichery,

and the five which M. Yilleneuvc was bringing from Toulon,
would amply replace the eight carried off by 31. Villaret, and
were to transport to Irelandthe remainder ofthe troops attached
to the expedition. As, however. M. Villaret Baw nothing bul

India, and General Hoche nothing but Inland, there was a wanl
of harmony between the two chiefs ;

and Hoche, as poss<
the greatest interest with the government, got M. Yillaret re-

moved from the naval command, and Vice-admiral Bforard-de-
< dalles appointed in his stead.

It was the intention of M. Truguet, that the expedition should
leave Brest before the end of October, or the beginning of No-
vember at the latest

;
but General Hoche, being desirous to trans-
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port the whole of his troops in one trip, preferred waiting the

arrival of the two daily-expected squadrons.
On the r,th of November M, Richery, having gained intelli-

gence that a British squadron, "whose force, if he had been

informed of it, he would have found to consist of only seven sail

of the line (one a three-decker) and two frigates, was cruising
abont 90 miles to the south-west of Pellc-fsle, considered it too

hazardous to attempt entering Brest: lie therefore, with his

seven two-deckers and three frigates, put into Rochefort. Hen
the French admiral remained until information reached him,
that Sir Roger Curtis had returned into port with his squadron.
Thus left at liberty to proceed, Iff. Richery, on the 8th of

December, got under way with five of the best-conditioned of

his line-of-battle ships and his three frigates; and, on the morn-

ing of the 11th, passing barely in sight of Sir .John (Jolpoys's

flei
fc,
and chasing away his frigates stationed off the mouth of

the harbour, the French admiral anchored in Brest.

Two onh of M. I.'ichery's five ships, tin- IVgase (late Bar-

ras) and Revolution, were in a state soon to put tosea again:
I these were ordered to be refitted, and have their troops

('".I'll each) and store- embarked within 24 hours, it being tl

determination of General Hoche not to wait any longer tor tie

arrival of Iff. \ illeneuve.

The chief poinl of debarkation was to be Pantry bay: in

which three differenl anchorages were chosen, to be used accord-

ing to the Btab of the weather. If the wind blew from the

eastward, which was out of the bay. the fleet was to anchor in

Bear haven, Bituated between Great-Bear island and the main.

If the wind blew from the westward, tl"" fleel was to descend

the bay to its bottom, and anchor, one division between the

fcern extent of WMddy island and the main, and the other

directly athwart the entrance of Glengary harbour. If, in

addition to a Favourable wind, the weather should be moderate,
the whole fleel was to anchor at the entrance of the river Cum-
bola. Should any onforeseeo circumstances prevent the fleet

from entering Bantry bay, it was to proceed to the mouth ofthe

river Bhannon, and there effect the debarkation, Every captain
in the fleet was provided with a large chart of the intended

scene of operations, on which the different anchorages, as well

in Bantry baj a at the mouth of the Shannon, "were clearly

marked out. In slim i. every precaution had been taken, by the

able officer who then presided overthe French marine to

vent any failure in the naval part of the expedition.
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On the 15th of December, the day on which the Pega6e and
Revolution were to have been ready, the heet got under way
trom the road of Brest, and anchored in front of the goulct,

between Camaret and Bertheamne bays. Here Vice-admiral

Morard-de-Galles awaited Hie arrival of two ships; and, while

he is doing so, we will give a description of the whole of the

force placed under his command. Jt consisted of the

un-ship.

Indomptable .

Droits-de-FHomme

Constitution .

Pe'crase

Nestor

Revolution

Foagoenx .

in

Mucins
Tourville .

Pluton .

Eole .

Wattigny .

CassarJ .

Kedoutable

Patriote .

I Se'duisant .

I
Vice-admiral Mnrunl-de-Galles.

*\ Commodore Jacques Bedout.

i Rear-admiral Francois-Joseph Bouvet.
"

(^
Commodore Jean Raimond La Crosse.

I
Rear-admiral Joseph Marie Nielly.

*\ Commodore Louis L'He'ritier.

( Rear-admiral Richery.

'\ Captain Clement Laronier.
1 uminodore Chas.-Alex.-Le'on Durand-Linois.

,, P -Rene-M.-Et. Damanoir-le-Pelley.
„ Esprit-Tranquille Maistral.

,, Julien Le Ray.
,, Pierre-Maul. Jul. Querangal.

Captain Jeau-Baptiste Henrv.

,, Jean-JIarie Lebrun.

„ Joseph-Pierre-Andre' JIalin.

„ Henri-Alexandre The'venard.

„ Du%.
,, Moncousu.

„ La Fargue.
„ Duibssey.

. >ce'vola (rase), Impatiente, Romaine, Immortalite, Tortue, Bellone,

Bravoure, Charente, Cocarde, Fraternity Resolue, Sirene, and .Surveillante.

-

corvettes, Affronteur, Atalante, Mutine, Renard, Yautour, and Voltigeur.

D-'iiisports, Nicodeme, Fille-TJnique, Ville-de-Lorient, Sofiren, Justine, Alle-

gro, Experiment; and

Powder-vessel, Fidele, a frigate armed en flute.

So that the expedition was composed of 17 ships of the line,

13 frigates, six corvettes, seven transports, and a powder-ship,
in all 44 sail of vessels. On board of each line-of-battle ship
were & N

'

troops. The Seevola earned 400
;
each of the frigates

'250; the six corvettes 300 h twe< n them; three of the trans-

ports 450 each : three others 300 each, and one (a horse trans-

port) 50; making a total of 16,1200 men, that is, rank and file,

or, including officers of all ranks, at least 18,000. But son

the English accounts represent the number at 20,000, and

others as high a- 25,000. In addition to the troops, which

consisted of both cavalry and infantry, the fleet carried a quan-
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tity of field-artillery, besides ammunition and stores of every

description. The commander-in-chief of the land forces, as

already mentioned, was General llocbe, haying under him,

among other general officers of note, Generals Grouchy, Borin.

and Humbert.
On the 16th, in the forenoon, just as the Pegaso and Revolu-

tion were descried coming through the goulet, the French
ileet ni anchor in Camaret bay began getting under way, with

the wind from the eastward, and consequently as fair as it could

blow. At 4 p.m., which at this season of the year is nearly

dark, all the ships were under sail, and steering for the passagi

du Raz, the route which had been selected by M. Morard-de-
( ialles. in spite of the dangers it presented, the better to conceal

his movements from the British admiral cruising off Ushant ;

and whose fleet had that morning been counted from the look-

outs at 30 sail great and small; so the French accounts state.

but the number appears to have been greatly overrated.

Contrary, as it would appear, to the directions of the minister

of marine, all the French admirals, except Richery, embarked
on board frigates: the two commanders-in-chief were in the

I'raternite ;
Rear-admiral Bouvet, with the second in command

of the troops, in the Immortality; and Rear-admiral Nielly in

the Resolue. Finding the darkness coming rapidly on and the

wind growing variable, M. Morard-de-Galles resolved not to

attempt the passage du i.'az, anil accordingly signalled his ileet

to steer for the passage d'Iroise, or thai directly in front ol the

port. Owing to the darkness, lew of the ships saw the signal,

or the alteration which the Fraternity, the better to mark tin-

admiral's intention, had made in her course. The consequence
was, that the greater pari of Hie llect entered the narrow passage
«ln Raz; while the remainder followed tin- admiral through the

wide opening of 1' I roise, hoping to rejoin their companions soon
alter roundinu' the Saint* .

Several circumstances, besides the darkness and the partial

change in the course, conspired to disorganize the fleet at its

departure from pori ; a licet of ships, by the composition of then

crew- and the lumbered state of their decks, ill prepared atbesl

to encounter difficult* s of any kind. Besides the guns fired and

lights shown by the Fraternity, to denote the change in her

course, the corvette Atalante was directed to stand into the

middlo of the fleet, and there lire guns to enforce the signal of

the commander-in-chief. While this was doing, guns were

heard, and rockets and blue lights seen, in various directions-
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Part of the guns proceeded from the Seduisant 74, which had
struck on the Grand Stevenet rock, near the entrance of the pas-

sage du Baz
;
and which ship, in the course of the night, was

entirely lost, with her captain, several other officers, and about
1380 out of her 1300 in crew and passengers. Other guns, with
some rockets, proceeded from a British frigate, and contribute d

in no small degree to add to the confusion which prevailed in

the French fleet.

This was the 44-gun frigate Indefatigable, Captain Sir

Edward Pellew
; who, having under his orders the 38-gun

frigate Bcvolutionnaire, Captain Francis Cole, 36-gun frigates
Amazon and Phoebe, Captains Eobert Carthew Picynolds and
Itobert Barlow, and hired armed-lugger Duke of York, com-
manded by Mr. Benjamin Sparrow, had been directed to watch
the Brest fleet, and communicate every movement to Vice-

admiral Colpoys, at his rendezvous about eight leagues to the

westward of Dshant. On the llth, when Sir Edward descried,
as already related, the squadron of 31. Bichcry entering the

road, he despatched the Amazon to England and the Phoebe to

the admiral. On the loth, at 3h. 30m. r.M.. although ho had
been chased several times by a line-of-battle ship and five

frigates stationed in Bertheaume bay. Sir Edward was close-

enough in to discover the French fleet coming through the

goidet, and immediately sent the Phoebe, who had since rejoined,
to Vice-admiral Colpoys.
On the 10th, at daylight, having stood off and on during tin

night, the Indefatigable and Bcvolutionnaire made sail on a
wind towards Brest ; and at noon, when Saint Mathias point
bore from the Indefatigable east by north and Ushant north by
east, the two frigates again got a sight of the French fleet, which
had now anchored between Camaret and Bertheaume bays. A1
'•) h. 30 m. r.M., on seeing the fleet get under way, Sir Edward
despatched the Bcvolutionnaire to the admiral, and, with the

Indefatigable alone, continued at his post, having, at 4h. 15 m.

p.m., the Bee du Eaz bearing south by east half-east. Tin

Indefatigable now managed to keep just a-head of the French
fleet on its way out, and was sometimes within half-gun shot

only of the leading ship. At 7 p.m. she began firing guns and

sending up rockets; at 7h. 30m. hove to, and at 8h. 30m.,
having observed several of the French ships haul close round
the Saintes, filled and made all sail to the north-west
On losing sight of the enemy a few minutes afterwards, the

Indefatigable fired half and quarter minute-guns, burnt blue
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lights, and hoisted a light at each mast-head. At midnight
she hauled by the wind to the southward; and, at 6h.30m.
a.m. on the 17th, Sir Edward sent the lugger with despatches
to Falmouth, and shortly afterwards proceeded thither himself.

The Brest tleet and its memorable proceedings on this occasion

now claim our exclusive attention.

On the 17th, at daybreak, I.'car-admiral Bouvet, having
cleared the passage du I.'az, found himself in company with

only nine sail of the line, six frigates including his own. and

one transport. He therefore opened li is despatches, as directed

in the case of separation, and by them learnt, that he was to

make Kfizen Head on the coast of Ireland, and cruise off there

during five days, when a frigate would join him with fresh

instruction-. Making sail, about noon, with this destination in

view, the rear-admiral did not proceed straight to Cape Clear,

lest he should encounter the British fleet, but steered to the

ward, and continued sailing in that direction until daylight
on the L9th, when he altered bis course to north. Shortly after-

wards his advanced frigate signalled 16 vessels
;
which proved

to be part of the expedition, and at noon joined company. Rear-

admiral Bouvet now had under Ins command 15 sail of the line,

10 frigates including the Scevola, three corvettes, and five

transports. The missing Iine-of-battle Bhipwas the Nestor, and

the missing frigates, the Fraternity, Cocarde, and Eomainc.

On the 20th the weather was extremely foggy. On the 21st

at 7!i. 30m. a.m.. the advanced frigates gained a sighl of

Dursey island, and shortly afterwards of Biizen Head. Having
arrived off the entrance of Bantrybay, the rear-admiral made
the signal to prepare to anchor. By this time several pilot-

boats, mistaking the fleet for British, had got among the lead-

ing frigates, and were detained byth dersofthe admiral, who
thus found himself provided with pilots for almost every ship in

his fleet. ftf. Bouvet now learnt that, for three day-, no ship
had appeared off the coast, and that the only force at anchor in

Cork harbour consisted of sis frigal

During the whole of the 21st, and a part of the 22nd, the fleel

beat against a fresh easto rly wind, and made very little way.

Finding this to 1"- the case, the rear-admiral, at ! p.m., anchored

his frigate a little to windward of the eastern extremity of Great

Bear island, and was soon joined by eighl ships of the line,

a second fi igate, four corvettes, and one transport. The remain-

der of the ships, their captain- having been signalled to act

according to their own discretion, kept under way, and at
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daylight ou the 2Crd were not to be seen by the ships at

anchor.

During the whole of this day and night it blew hard from the

eastward, and there was a heavy sea in the bay ;
but on the next

day, the 24th, the wind moderated, not sufficiently, however, in

rear-admiral Bouvet' s opinion, for the ships to weigh : they there-

fore continued at their anchors. A council of war, held this day
on board the Immortality decided that the 0000 troops onboard
the ships present should be disembarked

;
and General Grouchy,

now the commanding officer of the land-forces, made a formal

requisition to that effect to Bear-admiral Bouvet.

Although he had received no instruction on that head, to guide
him in case of separation, the rear-admiral immediately de-

spatched a corvette to reconnoitre the coast; and, on learning

that there was a creek near at hand, where several boats might
land together, ho got under way with his ships. This was at

4- p.m., and consequently too late to effect much at this season

of the year. Moreover the wind and sea began to get up, and

the pilots pronounced that a storm was brewing. The ships

thereupon re-anchored
;
and at night the gale came on so violently

from the eastward, that the frigates pitched forecastle under.

On the 25th the gale increased. Several of the line-of-battle

ships drove from their anchors and stood out to sea. One of them,
the Indomptahle, ran foul of the Besolue, and carried away all

the frigate's masts. In the evening the Ininiortalite, having

parted one cable, was obliged to cut the other, to save herself

from going on shore. On clearing the bay, the frigate could do

nothing but scud, and continued, for three days, running before

the wind.

( In the 29th the wind moderated, and became fair for return-

ing to Bantry bay, from which the Immortalite then bore south-

west distant about 20 leagues. Apprehensive, however, that he

should find none of his ships there, and having only a few days'

provisions on board, Bear-admiral Bouvet steered for Brest, and

on the 1st of January at 1 a.m. entered the road: where he was

joined the same day by the Indomptahle 80, and the Fougueux,

Mucins, Bedoutable, and Patriote 74s.

"We have already mentioned that, on the 20th of December,

The Nestor 74, and Fraternity, Eomaine, and Cocardc frigates

were sailing in company. At this time, as appears by their

journals, they were very near to the division of Bear-admiral

Bouvet; but each admiral was concealed from the other's view

by the thick fog that prevailed. The violent wind, which dis-
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persed thai fog, separated those four Bhips in spite of all their

endeavours to keep together; and on the next day, the 21st,

when nearly in sight of the coast of Ireland, the Fraternity found

herself almost under the .nuns of an English frigate (described as

"nn vaisseau ras6"), which she at first took for the Romaine.
As soon as the mistake was discovered, the Fraternity made all

sail, closely pursued by the frigate; and from whom her escape

appeared doubtful, until darkness enabled her to alter her

cnlU'se.

This chase had carried the Eraternitd to a great distance from

the Irish coast
j and, now that the admiral wished to return, the

wind blew violently from the eastward. After beating about

until the morning of the 29th, the Fraternity obtained a shift of

wind in her favour, and stood towards Bantry bay. In her way
thither, the frigate mel the Revolution, in company with the

Scevola ras£ ;
whose crew and passengers the 7! was occupied

in removing, to save them from perishing in the vessel, whicli,

unable from age and weakness to withstand the violence of the

gale, was then in a sinking state. The two mortified com-

manders-in-chief now learnt that not a ship of their fleet re-

mained in the bay: they persevered, however, in steering

towards it, until, on the second day, Captain Dumanoir sent to

inform the admiral that, with so many hands as he now had on

board (upwards of 1600), his provisions would not hold out

much longer. This determined the two chiefs, on board of

whose frigate a pari of the Scevola's crew had also been re-

ceived, to let urn home.

On the 8th of January, at 7 a.m., in latitude 51° north, longi-

tude 13° 11' west from Greenwich, the wind at north-east, the

Fraternity andher consort tell in with, and immediately tacked

away from, the British 32-gun frigate Unicorn, Captain Sir

Thomas Williams, and 36-gon frigate Doris, Captain the Eo-

nourable Charles Jones ;
from whom tin- 32-gun frigate Druid,

Captain Richard Bang, hadjusl parted company, along with the

French transport Ville-de-Lorient, captured the preceding even-

ing. This precipitate Bight of the French 74 and frigate

brought with it an evil little .suspected by the two commanders-

in-chief on board tie- latter. Eleven ships belonging to their

fleetwere at that very time to windward, chasing the I nicornand

Doris; and which Bhips the Revolution and Fraternity might
also have discovered, had the latter continued a short time

on^er upon the course they had been steering.

On the next morning, the 9th, the Unicorn and Doris agaii
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lcll in with the two French ships, who again tacked to the west-

ward: at which time the Unicorn was withintwo miles of them.

Having escaped this imaginary danger, the French 74 and fri-

gate, on the morning of the 10th, had a real cause for their

fears, finding themselves chased by Lord Bridport's fleet
;
and

from which they owed their escape to the hazy and tem-

pestuous state of the weather. Considering it no longer sale

to persist in steering to the eastward, the devolution and Fra-

ternite altered their course to south. On the morning of the

L4th they made the Isle of Be, and entered Eochefort the same

afternoon.

If the ships, which did not reach or were driven out of Bantry

bay, Buffered so muchhy stress of weather, several of those that

remained in it met a still worse fate. < »n the 30th of December

the Justine transport was captured, and the Impatiente frigate

St away, on the coast near Crookhaven. with the loss of all

the latter's crew and passengers, except seven. Early in

January the Surveillante went on shore in Bantry bay, and a

portion of her crew fell into the hands of the British : the r<
-

mainder got on board some of the ships in company. On the

7th the Yille-de-Lorient transport was taken as already men-
tioned : as on the 5th had been the Tortue frigate by the Poly-

phemus 04. On that, or the following day, the Fille-Uniquc

transport foundered in the bay ;
and two or three of the men of

war which eventually escaped, were, on more than one occa-

sion, very critically circumstanced.

Eight or nine of the ships made their appearance off the river

Shannon; but all at length quitted the coast of Ireland, and

steered towards that of France. On their way thither, the

Suffren and Allegro transports were taken; also the Atalant--

brig-corvette. The loss of one, and the return to port of six of

the line-of-battlo ships, we have already noticed. On the 11th

of January, the Constitution, Trajan, Pluton, "Wattigny, and

Pegase, arrived at Brest, the latter having in tow the dismasted

Besolne ;
and on the 13th the Xestor, Tourville, Eole, and

Cassard, reached the same port. This leaves but one line-of-

1 tattle ship unaccounted for, and to her we shall attend presently.

With resped To the frigates not already mentioned as capture I

or lost, the whole of them arrived at Brest, either on the 1st,

11th, or 13th of January, except the Bravoure and Fraternite,

one of which put into Lorient, and the other, as already stated,

into rtochefort.

Among the ships which, after the failure at Bantry bay. prn-
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eeeded to the mouth of the river Shannon, the second point of

debarkation intruded to be attempted, wbb the Droite-de-

i'Homme, the flag-ship of Rear-admiral Bouvet, but now com-
manded, during his absence in the Immortality, by Commodore-
la Crosse. ,i very able and experienced officer; and onboard of

which ship, as commanding officer of one division of the troops,
was the famous < Jeneral Eumbert. < In the 5th of January, when
about four leagues from the mouth of the Shannon, the Droits-

de-1'Homme was fortunate enough to fall in with the Cumber-

land, Captain Peter Cnglis, a deeply-laden ship letter-of-marque,
from Barbadoes bound to Liverpool. Saving removed all the

crew and passengers except the chief mate and cook, consisting
of three infantry-officers, two masters of merchantmen, two
women, and 48 seamen and soldiers, the French commodore
sent on board a prize-master and ten men, and ordered the ship
for Prance. <>n the 7th, having cruised eight days off Lonp
Head, the Droits-de-1'Homme looked a second time into Bantry
bay, and, s< eing there no signs of the fleet, Bte< red for the French

coast, intending to make her first landfall at Belle-Isle.

'in the '-'tli the commodore lost sight of the coast of Ireland,

and on the 13th considered himself to be aboul 25 Leagues from
the coast of Prance, in the latitude of Penmarck point. Thick
weather coming on, M. la < Irosse determined, for the present, to

approach no nearer to the land. The Droits-de-1'Homme,

accordingly, stood to the southward under easy sail, with the

wind fresh on her starboard beam.
At 1 p.m. a ship was Been to windward which loomed very

large in the fog, and appeared to be chasing the Droits-de-

I'Homme, from whom she was distant very little more than a

league. Shortly afterwards a second ship was seen astern of the

first Judging them to be enemies, the French 71 immediately
made sail to < scape, or, at all events, to allow time lor prepara-
tion. The wind, which still Mew from the westward, had now
increased considerably, and the sea was becoming very turbu-

lent. .\t 3 h. 30m. P.M., having run some distance to the

south-east) two other ships were - ei the lee how ma-

noeuvring, appari ntly, to <-ut off the Droits-de-1'Homme from
the land.

These were the British 11 -gun frigate ludefatigable, Captain
Sir Edward Pellew, and 36-gun frigate Amazon, Captain Robert

Carthew Reynolds; and who, it appears, when liy their account

in latitude i
north. LTshanl bearing north-east distant 50

leagues, had discovered the Droits-de-rHomme, bearing from
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them north-west, about the same time that the latter descried

the two ships to windward. These seem to have been considered

by AC la Crosse as a part of Sir Edward's squadron ; but we
rather think they were the French 74 Revolution and frigate

Fraternity, on their way to the Isle of Be. At all events, we
have ascertained from the best authority, the Indefatigable's I _.

that no other vessel than the Amazon was cruising with her ;

nor had been, except the Duke of York lugger, and she had

parted company a fortnight previous.
At 1 h. 1". ni.. which was shortly after tin- Indefatigable had

discovered the stranger to be an enemy's two-decker without a

poop, and with her low. r-deck ports shut. thel)roits-de-l'Hommc,

in a squall, carried away the maintopsail braces, and, almost, at

the same instant, her fore and main topmasts. This important

circumstance, although omitted in Sir Edward Tellew's letter, is

mentioned in the Indefatigable's lug. The utmost despatch was
now used in clearing the wreck from the lee-guns, lest the

enemy, profiting by the circumstance, should commence his

attack on that Bide. In the course of a quarter of an hour or 20

minutes, this necessary duty was performed, and the Droits-de-

111' mine, under her courses ami mizen topsail, was going at the

rate of five knots an hour.

As the two British shins, having lost none of their masts,

were probably running a third faster, the leading ships, the In-

defatigable, then between seven and eight miles of her consort,

arrived, at about 5h. 30m., p.m., within hail of the Droits-dc-

PHomme astern, ami shortening sail to close-reefed topsails, did

not run to leeward, as the French think she ought,
1 but hauled

up to pour in a raking fire. The two-decker, however, ma-

naged to haul up also, and a broadside was exchanged, accom-

panied, on the part of the French ship, by an immense discharge
of musketry. The Indefatigable now tried to pass ahead of her

antagonist, and rake her in that direction; but the Droits-de-

l'Homme defeated that manoeuvre likewise, and attempted t.>

run the frigate on board. This the latter, very naturally, did

her best to evade, and succeeded ; not, however, without rc-

1 "Alors le batiment enncmi le plus francais par dessous levent.il cut pa li

proche(c'etait celuidu commodore), qui se canonner sans qu'il eut 616 possible a

trouvaita petite portee de canon dans les celui-ci de lui riposter d'un seul

eaux du vaisseau les Droits-de-1'Homme, cause dn danger qu'il eut couru de I

serra toutes les voiles qu'il avait mises le feu aux voiles, qui couvraient uiip

dehors pour cbasser, et s'etablil sous une grande partie de ses canons, et dimt il lni

voilure commode pour le combat. II per- tiit dt-venu bien difficile de se dcb.i:

dit par-la \\n t mp? pr&teox. En effet, sous le feu de L'artiUerie ennei

g il eut sur-le-champ prolong^ le vaisseau f I let, tome viL, p. 293.
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ceiving into her stern a close, but, owing in a great degree no

doubt to the violent motion of the sea, comparatively harmless

broadside.

Another cause may, and indeed must, have contributed to the

diminution of effect produced by the two-decker's fire : her

lower-deck ports, being nearer to the water's edge by 14 inches 1

than those of the generality of Trench 71s, were obliged to be

shut almost as soon as opened, to keep out the quantity of water

that was rushing through them, and which actually poured
down upon the prisoners in the cable-tier.- Tt was not merebj

the roughness of the sea, but the heavy rolling of the ship for

the want of sails to steady her, that thus rendered her lower

battery useless to her : a disadvantage of so serious a nature, as

to give quite a new feature to the combat Bhe was engaged in.

That combat continued between the Indefatigable and Droits-

de-l'IIoinme until about 6 h. 45m. P.M.
;
when the Amazon,

having come up under a press of sail, poured a broadside, within

pistol-shot distance, into the French ship's quarter. The Amazon
then tried to pass astern of her antagonist; but, as in the In-

defatigable's case, the Droits-de-1'Homme appears to have so

manoeuvred as to avoid the raking fire, and bring both her

antagonists on one side. Between them and her the cannonade

was maintained, with mutual Bpirit, until about 7 h. 30m. pm.;
when both British ships ahol ahead, the Amazon, chiefly on ac-

count of the quantity of sail she carried, and the [ndefatigable,

in order to repair her damaged rigging. The I iroits-de-lTEomme

profited by this interval of non-action to put herself a little to

rights; and her crew found time to recover from the confusion

caused by the recent bursting of one of the (.8-pounders. The

ship, meanwhile, contmuedrunning to theeast-south-easl ; partly

because, in her disabled state, and especially since the wind had

drawn more to the southward, Bhe could lie no higher, and

partly, a- it would appear, because the haziness of the weather

.d late had prevented her commander from knowing exactly

where he was.

At 8h.30m. p.m. the two British ships, the one having re-

duced her Bails, and the other refitted as well as the time would

allow, reapproached, and recommenced the action with great

judgment as well as spirit. They stationed themselves one on

' A. British army officer, who was a pri- account, as taken from the I'rench theni-

soner on board, and whose "Narrative, selves, is probably the more correct!

i rfyen
a p 166, vol. rti. ! the 3 Lieutenant l'ipon's Narrative. 8ee

raval Chronl last note.

half lower than usual;" bat (lie al
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li bow of the French ship; and, by regulating their speed,

and yawing to starboard and port alternately, raked her by

turns. In the meanwhile the Droits-de-lVBomme, by yawing
first on one tack and then on the other, managed to get her

two opponents occasionally under her guns. With Mich disad-

vantages on her side in the cannonade, the 74, numerously

manned as she was, naturally had recourse to boarding when-

ever an opportunity offered; but neither frigate was so impru-

dent, or so inattentive, as to suffer her to come in contact,

although, in mano3Uvring to get out of the way of their huge

antagonist (in reference to the Amazon at least), both ship-

received an occasional raking fire, not much more effectual,

however, than that first received by the Indefatigable.

At 10 h. 30 m. p.m., the mizenmast of the Droits-de-l'IIomme,

being in a tottering state from the wounds it had received, was

cut away to enable it to fall clear of the deck. After this, the

two British Bhips changed their positions, and attacked their

ponent on the quarter. Having expended all her round shot

but 50, the Droits-dc-1'Homme began firing shells
;
and if even,

as the French Btate, these kept the British ships at a greater

distance, they did not, as far as we can learn, produce any very

serious effect either upon their hulls or their crews. Many of

The French crew had by this time been killed or disabled at

their quarters ; but the ship's fire did not slacken on that ac-

count, as fresh hands, oul <>f the numerous party on board,

were constantly sent from below to supply the loss.
1

At 1 a.m. nn the 14th no officer belonging to the Droits-dc-

THomme had been badly hurt : one of her lieutenants, however,

then received a grape-shot in the arm, and several other officer.-,

in succession, were wounded. With the exception of a second

interval from its commencement, of three-quarters of an hour

or so (but which we are unable precisely to fix), occasioned by
the British ships retiring to secure their wounded masts, the

action continued to be furiously maintained on both sides until,

by the Indefatigable's time, about 4h. 20m. a.m.: when the

sudden appearance of land, close on board of all three ships,

caused the Indefatigable and Amazon to haul off from the

threatened danger, and the far more disabled Droits-de-1'Homme

to make a similar effort. Thus terminated an engagement,
which had lasted, including the two intervals of suspension, for

which an horn- and a half may be allowed, about ten hours and

a half: the French, indeed, fixing the time of its commence-
1 Victoires et ConqnC-tes, tome vii., p. 297.
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ment at oh. L5m. p.m.. and of its close at Gh. 15 m. a.m.. mako
the duration of tin- action 1". hours.

Daring the whole of this long engagement, the sea ran so

high, that the people on the main decks of the frigates were up
to their middles in water. So violent, too, was the motion of

the ships, that some of the Indefatigahle's guns broke their

breechings four times: m drew their ring-bolts from the

side, and many of the guns, o\\ ing to the water having beaten

into them, were obliged to be drawn immediately alter loading.
A scene nearly similar was acting on board the Amazon: and,
when the firing ceased, the crews of both ships, notwithstanding
the increased demand for their exertions owing to the new-

perils that assailed them, were almost worn out with fatigue.

The Indefatigable had four feet water in the hold, and all

her masts were in a wounded state. The maintopmast was

completely unrigged, and was saved only by uncommon alacrity.

The Amazon had nearly three feel water in her hold. Her

mizentopmast, gaff, spankerboom, and maintopsailyard were

entirely shot away : her fore and main masts and fore and main

yards cut through by shots, and her sails and rigging of every
sort more or less injured. As an augmentation to her loss of

rigging, the Amazon had expended, in reeving new braces and

other purposes, every inch of spare cordage.

For so much injury in materiel, that which the two British

ships suffered in personnel bore, in comparison with other cases.

a somewhat inadequate proportion. The Indefatigable, out of

her crew (admitting all to have been on board) of ''•''> <) men and

boys, had her first-lieutenanl (John Thompson) and L8 men
wounded

j
L2 of these not in a serious manner, and chiefly with

splinter-contusions. The Amazon's loss, out of a crew of about

260, amounted to three men killed, and L5 badly wounded.

The casualties on board this frigate being thus a1 least equal to

those of the Indefatigable,
1 a ship so much more large and

powerful, no doubt can remain thai the Amazon most nobly
sustained her part in the engagement.
The In-- on board the I iroitwh II loinme. out of a crew, in-

cluding her army-passengers, of at least 1350 men,
2 amounted

1 SirEdward,when b< said, In ref< n

to th<; Amazon,
"

f I'-r condition, I think,

was better than oars," could only

judged from appearances, having had no
.minimi' ition v, illl llis con
2 This is less by 200 than the nun

for which head-money was paid; but, in

n, nstai e, the customary vouchers, the

certificates of the three principal
French

• iii.iTs, were nece sarily obliged i" I"

dispensed with. In lieu of them, there

were depositions, first by the master of the

Cumbei land, lhal be believed the numbei
. i men on bo ird the Droits-de-l'Hon
tn have been between lsno and I600; and

then, by the first and second captains of
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to three army-officers and 100 sailors and soldiers killed, and

seven officers of the ship, about an> equal number of army-
officers and 1"" sailors and soldiers, placed

" hors de combat.''

or badly wounded. Therefore, including the slightly wounded,
nay fairly state the total at 103 killed and 150 -wounded.

The severity of this loss reduces that on board the two frigates to

little or nothing. That no more than three men should have

been killed and 3 ! wounded by the fire of a two-decker

(nominally so, at least), continued for eight or nine hours, the

chief ofthe time at close quarters, can indeed only be accounted

for by the violent motion of the sea, felt the more by the Droits-

de-ff ionniH- on account of the loss of her masts, the height of the

line of tire to which the 74 was restricted, especially as against

antagonists so comparatively low in the water, and the excellent

bow and quarter positions, which those antagonists, by their

superior activity, were enabled to maintain.

The powerless state of the Droits-de-l'Homme's principal

Lattery, during the greater part, if not the whole, of the en-

ment, would render unfair any statement that did not, upon
the face of it. make allowance for so very important a circum-

stance. Eence, we have omitted the usual statement of com-

parative force. We need only remark that, in broadside weight
of metal, the two frigates, chiefly on account of the pow< rfu]

battery of the Indefatigable, who carried long 24s below and

42-pounder carronades above, would have had rather the ad-

vantage, even against the French ship with the whole of hej

guns in a condition to act. The action undoubtedly did credit

to all that were concerned in it: yet, had the combatants pos-

sessed sea-room, the 74 not lost her topmasts and been < ased >•'.

her superfluous hand.-, and the state of the weather been

as to have admitted the constant use of her long 36-pounders,
who is there that can say which party would have ultimately

prevailed?

Having gone through all that relates to this extraordinary

action, we shall now endeavour to describe the awful but in-

teresting occurrences that so closely followed its sudden ter-

mination. At about 4h. 20m. a.m. the moon, opening rather

brighter than it had done, showed to Lieutenant George Bell,

who was watchfully looking out on the Indefatigable's fore-

the captured French fricate Tortue, that theactii the crew at f

they believed the crew of the DroitS-de- number Lieutenant Pipon agrees), and

THomme to have been 700, and the sol- the troops, exclusive of severs

a board about 300. In opposition officers, at 600. The amount in tb

to this, a French semi-official account of admits the troops to have been 700.

VOL. II. C
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castle, a glimpse of the land, bearing north-east, or right ahead,
distant abont two miles; and, scarcely had the lieutenant

reached his captain with tin' intelligence, ere the breakers were
visible to all. The Indefatigable was then close to the Droits-

deTilomme's starboard bow. and the Amazon was near to her
on the larboard me. The Indefatigable's crew, with that calm

self-possession which characterizes British seamen, instantly
hauled on board the tacks, and the ship made sail to the south-

ward.

The land could not then be ascertained, but it was supposed
to be Dshant; and, in that case, no particular fears were enter-

tained. But. just before day, breakers were seen upon the lee

bow. The ship was instantly we.re to the northward, and the

lingering approach of daylight was by all anxiously expected.
It came at about 6h. •"> >m. ; and, the land appearing very close

ahead and on the weather-bow, and bre bo leeward, the

ship was again wore to the southward, in 20 fathoms water. In
tlir direction of the land was seen, at 7h. 10m. a.m., the French
74, broadside uppermost, with a tremendous surf beating over

her. The Indefatigable, the wind blowing dead on the shore
now known to be that of Andierne bay, passed, at the distance

of about a mile, the wreck of her late opponent, without the

possibility, unfortunately, of affording her any succour. Her
own safely, indeed, depended on her weathering the much-
dreaded Penmarcks. Tin's, at about 11 a.m.. the Indefatigable

accomplished, passing to windward of the rocks about half,

or, as the log says, three quarters of a mile.

At the time that the Indefatigable, on fir.-t discovering her

danger, bad wore to the southward, the Amazon, to whom hei

consort had promptly made the night-signal of danger, had wore
tin' northward. In about half an hour afterwards, every

effort other officers and crew to work their crippled ship off "the

Bhore having proved unavailing, the Amazon struck the ground.
The ship's company, with the exception of six men that stole

the cutter and were drowned, preserved themselves by making
rafts. These conveyed the people in safety to (he shore, but it

was only to be made prisoners. Every officer and man of the

Amazon's crewthat survived the action, with the exception of

Hie above six, Were by '.» a.m. safely landed. A party of French

soldiers immediately marched them off to Audierne, a town
situated about a league from the wreck; thence to Duarnez,
and subsequently to Quimper. Here the prisoners remained'

and were well treated.
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It is almost superfluous to state that, when Captain Beynolds
ami his officers, on the 29th of the succeeding September (having
just before been exchanged), were put to trial for the loss of the
Amazon, they were "most honourably ami fully acquitted of all

blame, and with every sentiment of the court's highest ap-
probation." Both first-lieutenants, Mr. John Thompson, of the

[ndefetigable, and Mr. Bendall Robert Littlehales, late of the

Amazon, were most deservedly promoted to the rank of com-
manders.

In describing the Amazon's loss by the fire of the Droits-de-

I'Honimc, we omitted to state, that Lieutenant.Littlehales. while

standing by the side of his captain, was knocked down by the
wind of a 36-pound shot. Captain Reynolds lifted him from
the deck, and ordered some of the men to take him below. By
the time, however, that the men had reached the foot of the

quarter-deck ladder, Lieutenant Littlehales recovered his senses,
and forthwith returned to his post; but his chest ami the upper
part of his arms were for several weeks afterwards black and
blue. 1

The details we ara about to give of the melancholy fate that

attended the Droits-de-lTIomme and her numerous crew, we
shall extract partly from a French account, and partly from the
narrative of Lieutenant Pipon, to which we have already alluded.

The proximity of the land was discovered at about the same time
on board the Indefatigable and Droits-de-1'ilomme ; but the

latter, partly perhaps owing to accident, makes the time
6 h. 15 m. instead of 4 h. 20 m. a.m. Very soon after the fatal dis-

covery had been made, and just as she had altered her course to

avoid the' danger, the foremast and bowsprit of the 74 fell over
her hows. This checked the way which the ragged mainsail

had given to the ship, and hastened the catastrophe.
The French commodore now resolved to bring up ; but all the

anchors, except two. had been lost in Bantry hay, and the cables
of these had been rendered useless by the enemy's shot. How-
ever, a stout hawser was bent to one of the anchors, ready for

letting go. Meanwhile, the remains of the mainsail having blown
from the yard, the ship scarcely moved ahead. The anchor was
now drooped in 12 fathoms

;
but it did not hold an instant, and

hip presently struck, (according to the French account, at

7 a.m.) on a bank of sand, directly opposite to the town of Plou-

zenec in the bay of Audierne. The second shock carried away
the mainmast by the board. Four or five guns of alarm were

1 Marshall, vol. ii., p. 287.
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fired ; and, to ease the ship and endeavour to keep her upright,
several of the guns were thrown overboard.

The instant the danger had become evident to the French crew,
the exclamation, "Pauvres Anglais! pauvres Anglais! montez
bien vite, nous sommes tous perdus !" resounded Ihrough the

ship. The English prisoners, whose station during the battle

had been the cable-tier, rushed on deck. Here was an awful

sight: the decks slippery with human gore, the ship without a

mast standing, and the breakers all around. The [ndefatigable
Mas seen on the starboard quarter, standing off, in a most tre-

mendous sea, from the Penmarck rocks, which threatened her

with instant destruction. On the larboard Bide, at the distance

of about two miles, was seen the Amazon, whoso fate had just,

been sealed. That of the Droits-de-rHomme drew near. She

struck. Shrieks issued from every quartt r of the ship, and all

was horror and dismay. Many early victims were Swept from

the wreck bythe merciless waves, which kept incessantly break-

ing over the ship. Daylight appeared, and the shore was seen

lined with people ;
but who, in the stormy state ol the weather,

could do1 r< nder the least assistance.

\- soon as it was low water some of the boats were launched.

The first two were carried away h\ the waves before a person
could embark in them, and were dashed to pieces against the

rocks that lined the beach. A pass-rope, or vat-et-vient, was
next tried; and a raft, constructed of spare yards, wasmade fast

to the end of a rope, which was slackened by degrees from the

ship to allow it to drift on shore : but, the Weigh! of Hie rope

retarding the raft in its progress, and a sea washing off some of

the men thai were upon it, the remainder cut themselves clear

and gained the shore. The attempt to get a rope on shore by
this means was again tried, and again tailed. At length the

ship's master-sailmaker, Lamandd by name, offered bo swim on
Bhore with a cord, fco \\ hieh a suitable pass-rope mighl afterwards

be attached
;
bul by the time he had reached aboul half way to

the shore, he became exhausted with fatigue, and was dragged
on board again by his own cord, without the aid of which he
would certainly have perished. The day closed, and an awful

night ensued.

The dawn of the second day. the L5th, broughi with it but an
increase of misery. Owingtothe sea having stove in the stern,

and idled the hold with water, the people had now bee n nearly
30 hours without any food, and the wants of nature could by
many scarcely be endured. At low water this day a small boat



1797.] LOSS OF THE DR01TS-DK-l'H0MME. 21

was hoisted out, and an English captain and eight seamen, part
of the prisoners, succeeded in reaching the shore. Elated at the
success of these daring fellows, all thought their deliverance at

hand, and many of the Frenchmen launched out on their rafts;
but alas! death soon put an end to their hopes. Another night
was lingered through. On the third day, the 16th, larger rafts

were constructed, and the largest boat was got over the side.

The intention was, to place in this boat the surviving wounded,
the two women and six children, and the helpless men; but the

notion of equality, prevailing over every other consideration, de-

stroyed all subordination, and nearly 120 men, in defiance of

their officers, jumped into the boat and sank it. A wave of an
enormous magnitude came at the same instant; and, for nearly
a quarter of an hour, neither the boat nor its contents were
visible. Too soon, however, were seen the bodies of the wretched
victims floating in all directions. Touched with the melancholy
fate of so many of his brave comrades, a French adjutant-

general, named Etenier, resolved to gain succour from the shore,
or perish in the attempt. He plunged into the sea, and was
drowned.

Already nearly 900 souls (according to Lieutenant Pipon, but

we think the number is overrated) had perished, when the fourth

night came with renewed horrors. ""Weak, distracted, and

wanting everything." says the lieutenant in his narrative, "we
envied the fate of those whose lifeless corpses no longer needed
sustenance. The sense of hunger was already lost, but a parch-
ing thirst consumed our vitals. Recourse was had to wine and
salt water, which only increased the want. Half a hogshead of

vinegar floated up, and each had half a wine-glass full. Tins

gave a momentary relief, yet soon left us again in the same state

of dreadful thirst. Almost at the last gasp, every one was

dying with misery, the ship, which was now one-third shattered

away from the stern, scarcely afforded a grasp to hold by, to

the exhausted and helpless survivors. The fourth day (the 17th)

brought with it a more serene sky, and the sea seemed to sub-

side ; but to behold, from fore and aft, the dying in all directions

was a sight too shocking for the feeling mind to endure. Ahn< ist

lost to a sense of humanity, we no longer looked with pity on

those who were the speedy forerunners of our own fate, and a

consultation took place to sacrifice some one to be food to the

remainder. The die was going to be cast, when the welcome

sight of a man-of-war brig renewed our hopes. A cutter speedily

followed, and both anchored at a short distance from the wreck.
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They then sent their boats to us, and, by means of large rafts,

about 150, of near 400 who attempted it, were saved by the brig
that evening: 380 were left to endure another night's misery,

when, dreadful to relate, above one- half were found dead next

The man-of-war brig was the Arrogante, commanded by En-
de Vaisseau Provost, and the cutter the Aiguille. Mr.

Pipon tlms concludes his interesting narrative: "Iwas saved at

about L0 o'clock on the morning of the 18th, with my two
brother officers, the captain of the ship, and General Eumber .

They treated us with great humanity on board the cutter, by
giving us a little weak brandy and water every five or six

minutes, after which a basin of good soup. I fell on the locker

in a kind of trance for nearly 30 hours ; and was swelled to that

degree as to require medical aid to restore myd< caved faculties.

We were taken to Brest almost naked, having lost all our bag-
Then- they gave us a rough shift of clothes, and, in con-

sequence of our sufferings, and the help we afforded in saving

many iives, a cartel was fitted out by order of the French

rnment, to send us home without ransom or exchange.
We arrived at Plymouth on the 7th of March following."
Thus had this mighty fleet, from which so much had been

anticipated, utterly failed in its object : some of the Bhips be

longing to it had perished on the rocks or in the waves, others

had been captured by the enemy, and the remainder, jaded and

weather-beaten, had returned into port. The following little

Table v. ill show, at one view, how the ! I sail, of which that fleet

at its departure consisted, were ultimately disposed of:—

%

~

of the line . . .

r "9 . . . .

hllips
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and drive back an encumbered and (nautically, if not

numerically considered) ill-manned French fleet, ought not to

create surprise. But that, during the three or four weeks that

the Bhipa of this fleet were traversing, in every direction, the

RngHah and Irish Channels, neither of the two British i

appointed to look after them should have succeeded in capturing
a single ship, may certainly be noted down as an extraordinary
circumstance. How it happened we will endeavour in part to

explain :
—

On the 17th of December, at noon, when Bear-admiral Bouvet,

having run through the passage du Raz, made sail to the west-

ward with his nine ships of the line, Vice-admiral Colpoys, with

13 sail, was in latitude 48c 17' north, longitude G 7' west, <>r

just 15 leagues to the westward of Ushant, towards which lie

was working against a fresh ea>t-south-east wind. On the 19th,

at 9h. 30 m. a.m.. when the Phoebe joined with the news of the

Fr< nch fleet's having quitted Brest for Camaret, the vice-admiral

was in latitude 48c -IT north, longitude 5° 43' west, or about 12

ies north-west by west of Ushant, where a strong south-

westerly wind had driven him.

The wind, however, subsequently changed to north-west by
. and, blowiug strong, carried the British fleet, by noon on

the 20th, to latitude 4S J
7' north, longitude 5^ 40' west, or to a

spot at about equal distances (13 to 14 leagues) from Ushant
and the Saint* >. In the morning of this day the squadron of

Bear-admiral A'illeneuve from Toulon made its appearance to

windward, and was chased, in almost a gale of wind, by the Im-

pi tueux, Minotaur, Bellerophon, Marlborough, and some of the

frigates; but, owing in a great degree to the haziness of the

weather, the French admiral, with his five sail of the line and
two (having parted company with one) frigates, effected his

nd on the 23rd entered Lorient. On the day previous
the Bevolutionnaire had joined Vice-admiral Colpoys; but,

ra] of his Bhips having suffered in the gale and been ob!

to part company, the admiral soon afterwards bore away for

Spithead ;
where he arrived on the 31st with only six sail of the

line under his command.
It was on the 20th of December, late in the evening, that Sir

Edward Tcllew. in the Indefatigable, anchored in Carrigroad,

Falmouth; and from him, or from the Duke of York lug{
which may have arrived a few hours earlier, the British gov< i a

ment became apprised of the escape of the French fleet from

Brest. As a proof that no time was lost in forwarding orders tc
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Spithead, Lord Bridport, on the 25th, got under way with his

fleet
;
but a series of accidents prevented him from sailing, and

became, as we shall see, the principal cause of his missing a

strong division of the fleet, whose capture or destruction was

the sole object of his putting to sea. The Prince 98, as was no

uncommon thing with her, missed stays, and, paying round off,

ran foul of the Sans-Pareil abreast of the starboard gangway,

thereby doing herself so much injury, that she was obliged to

remain' behind to be docked. The Formidable gol on board the

Ville-de-Paris, by which a mutual injury was sustained; and

the Atlas grounded. Having at length succeeded with eight

line-of-battle ships in reaching St. Helen's, the admiral was pre-

vented from sailing by a sudden change of wind
; which, al-

though favourable for his getting i<> sea, was directly on the

bows of the ships coming to join him from Spithead. This

made it the morning of the 3rd of January before the fleet, con-

sisting of 14 sail of the line, six frigates, a fireship, and a cutter,

got away from the anchorage.

Lord Bridport, pursuant to his instructions, proceeded straight

for Oshant, and in two days arrived off the island. Thence he

stretched across to Cape Char, and on the 9th looked into

Bantry bay, but of course saw nothing of the enemy ; although,

had the Heel sailed on Christmas day, or even the day after, the

British admiral would probably have siven the French admiral

something else to complain of than had weather. On the loth

the British fleet, as already mentioned, chased unsuccessfully

the Revolution and Fraternity On the nth. in the morning,

Lord Bridport steered to tin; southward: and at noon, which

was about the time that the second division of the Fr< uch fleet

entered Brest, the Channel fleetwas in latitude 49 29' north,

and longitude L2 •'>' west. On the same afternoon the Unicorn

and Doris frigates joined, with information ol thoir having been

chased on the 8th by a division of the French fleet. ( to the 13th,

atnoon, about the time that this same division reached Brest,

the British admiral was in latitude north, and longitude

g 25' w< -i. or about L9 leagues to the westward of (Jshant.

On the r.ith. having ascertained that the last of the Jirest

ships had returned into port, Lord Bridport, then being in lati-

!,. i: 31' north, and longitude 6 47' west, detached, as he

had been ordered, Bear-admiral Parker, with the Prince Geoi

Namur, Irresistible, Orion, Colossus, and Thalia frigate, tc

Gibraltar, am! continued, with his fleet by successive reinfoi

ments now numbering 12 sail of the line, to cruise for a few
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days longer in the vicinity of Ushant. The admiral then, having
had several of his shipe damaged by the severity of the weather,
steered for Torbay. Alter remaining a few hours only at that

anchorage, Lord Bridport Bailed on the 31st for Spithead, and

arrived there on the 3rd of February.

Having thus Bhown in what way the fleets of Tice-admiral

Colpoys and Admiral Lord Bridport had missed the French

we shall merely add, that the principal ! hich the

latter sustained by capture, arose from the diligence and

activity of a 64-gun ship, and four or five frigates, part of

which, on the 2 (Jth of December, were lying in the harbour of

Cork.

It had almost escaped us, that, in the latter end of the year
. France and England, at the invitation of the latter, had,

what the Indians call, a talk on the subject of peace. Lord

Mahnesbnry, the commissioner on the part of Fngland, arrived

at Paris on the 22nd of October : and on the 21th the negotia-
tions were "pened between his lordship and 31. de Lacroix

;
but

the parties split upon the first proposal, a reciprocal restoration

of what had been lost and taken by the respective belligen mts.

Had each party been sincere in the wish for peace, it is probable
that this and other difficulties would have been got over

; but,

that not being the case. Lord Malmesbury 'putted the French

capital on the -

_'2nd of December, and the French territory in a

day or two afterwards.

On the 3rd of March, Lord How..' still continuing indisposed,
Lord Bridport with 15 sail of the line, again quitted Spithead,
on a cruise off Brest. Having ascertained that all was quiet in

the port, and that there was no probability of the fleet's sailing
for some weeks, the British admiral, on the 30th, returned to

Spithead. A squadron of observationwas nowdeemed sufficient
- ad off Brest

;
and accordingly, on the 6th of April, 1

admiral Sir Roger Curtis, with nine sail of the line, proc<

upon that servi

On the loth of April, Lord Bridport, to whom Lord Howe had

just resigned the command of the Channel fleet, and who was
then with the fleet at Spithead. threw out the signal to prepare
for sea : when, instead of weighing the anchor, the seamen of

the Eoyal George ran up the shrouds and gave three che<

proceeding which, from the awful response 8 it produced through
the fleet, at once betrayed it as the signal of disaffection. The

captains and officers of the different ships were astonished, nay,
almost astounded, at this sudden act of disobedience, and, a*»
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may be supposed, did their utmost to persuade tin- men to return

to their duty; but all their efforts were vain. The spirit of

mutiny had taken deep root in the breasts of the seamen, and,

from the apparent organization of the plan, seemed to be the

result of far more reflection than for which the wayward mind
of a jack-tar is usually given credit. The subject is a melan-

choly one, and one which we would fain pass over; but histori-

cal impartiality forbids any such fastidiousness. At the same

time, the subject not being an international one, nor one of

which the details have acquired any permanent interest, we
may, consistently with our plan, abridge the account.

It appears that, in the latter end of February, Lord Howe,
while on shore indisposed, received sundry petitions, as from the

seamen at Portsmouth, all praying for an advance of wages ; but

that, none of the petitions being signed, and all dated, and, with

the exception of four or five, written by one hand, no notice was
taken of them. Lord Howe subsequently directed Rear-admiral

Lord Hugh Seymour to ascertain whether or not any discontent

did really exist in the fleet. The reply was so favourable, that

his lordship considered the whole plot as the work of some in-

cendiary, and, towards the end of March, sent the different

petitions to the first lord of the admiralty, Karl Spencer. The

seamen, not aware that the papers they had transmitted were.

looked upon as forgeries, could only attribute the silence of Lord
Howe to a disregard of their complaints. In this stale were

matters on the fle« it's refusal to obey Lord Bridport's signal to

prepare for sea.

On the next day, April L6th, the respective Bhips' companies

appointed two of their number to act as delegates; and the place
selected for their deliberations was the state, or flag-officer's

cabin of the Queen Charlotte On the 17th every man in the

fleet was sworn to support the cause in which he had embarked.

Ropes were then reeved, in terrorem, at the tore yard-arms of

each ship: and th o ordered on shore such of the officers

as, in their opinion, had been guilty of oppression. On the same

day the delegates, 32 in number, drew up and signed two peti-

tions, one to the parliament, the other to the admiralty. Both

petitions were couched in respectful language. That to the ad-

miralty, which was the fullest, prayed, thai the wages of the

seamen should be increased ;
that their provisions should be

raised to the weight of 16 ounces to the pound,
1 and be of a

1 The aeaxnen'e pound, according to a than 14 ounces, the remaining two being

government regulation, wus not more retained by the purser, to alluw fur waste,
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better quality ; that their measures should l>e the same us those

used in the commercial trade: that vegetables, instead of flour,
should be served with fresh beef; that the sick should be better

attended t<>. and their necessaries not be embezzled: and that

the men might have, on returning from sea, a short leave to visit

their familii

the L8th a committee of the board of admiraltv, consisting

of Lord Spencer and Lord Arden, Rear-admiral Young, and
Mr. Marsden, the second secretary, arrived at Portsmouth; and,
in answer to the petition of the seamen, declared, that the board
would recommend the king to propose to parliament an inci

of their wages in the following proportions: four shillim_> pel

month, in addition, to the wages of petty-officers ami seamen,
three to the wages of ordinary seamen, and two to the v,

of landmen; and that the board had resolved, that seamen,
wounded in action, should be continued in pay until their

wounds were healed, or until, being declared unserviceable,

they should be pensioned, or received into Greenwich hospital.
To this, on the following day, the seamen, through their dele-

-. transmitted a reply, urging, that there never existed more
than two orders of men in the navy, able and ordinary, and that,

therefore, the distinction between ordinary and landmen was
new: and humbly proposing, that the old regulations should be
adhered to, that the wages of able seamen should be raised to

dulling a day, and the wages of petty-officers and ordinary
.seamen in the same proportion, and that the marines, while

serving on board, should have their pay augmented in the same

proportion as that of ordinary seamen ; and further, that the

Qwich pension should be raised to ten pounds per annum;
that, to maintain the additional fund, every merchant-seaman
should thereafter pay one shilling instead of sixpence a month,
and that the regulation should extend to the seamen of the East

India Company. The seamen then repeated their former de-

mands, f.r an increased weight and measure, and an improved
quality of provisions, and for a supply of vegetables, instead of

rlour, with fresh beef; concluding with a declaration that, until

their grievances, including those of particular ships, should be

redressed, and an act of indemnity passed, they were determined
not to lift an anchor.

leakage, &c. A similar reduction occurred between the real and the a=$ui*ied .

measures ; and the purser received waste, leakage, &c.
no other pay than the difference, if any,
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On the next day, the 20th, the admiralty-committee sent,

through Lord Bridport, a letter to the seamen, agreeing to the

increase of wages demanded, and to the full weight and measure
of provisions, and promising pardon, but taking no notice of any
increase in the Greenwich pensions, or any additional allowance

of vegetal ilos when in port. On the same, or the following day,
tin- seamen returned a reply, expressing, in very grateful terms,
their thanks for what had been granted them, but persisting to

declare that, until the flour in port should be removed, the

vegetables and pensions augmented, the grievances of private

ships redressed, an act of parliament passed, and the king's

pardon to the whole fleet granted, the men would not lifl

anchor
; unless, indeed, as had been always excepted, the enemy's

fleet should put to sea.

On the 21st, in the hope to remove these remaining impedi-
ments in the way of a reconciliation, Vice-admirals Sir Alan

Gardner and Colpoys, and Rear-admiral Pole, wenton hoard the

Queen Charlotte, and had a conference with the delegates. The
latter, however, assured the admirals that no arrangement would

he considered as final until sanctioned by the king and parlia-

ment, and guaranteed by a proclamation of pardon. This bold

avowal so incensed Admiral Gardner, that he seized one of the

delegates by the collar, and swore he would have them all

hanged, tog( ther with every fifth man in the fleet

On the return of the offended delegates to their respective

ships, those of the Royal George resolved to summon a meeting
on board of their ship, and immediately hoisted the preconcerted

signal of the red or bloody flag; asignal which, owing to its

usual sanguinary import, alarmed all the well-disposed in the

fleet. Instantly, on the display of that signal, the officers ofthe

Royal George, ashamed to see it flying with Lord Bridport's

flag, hauled down the latter. The seamen of the fleet now pro-
ceeded to load all their guns: ordered watches to he kept, th(

same as at sea and put their ships in a complete state of defence.

They also prevented their officers from going on shore; but,

beyond that, neither offered any violence, nor pul any constraint

upon them.

On the 22nd, having become somewhat pacified, the seamen

caused two letters to he written; one to the lords of the ad-

miralty, in which they stated the cause of their conduct on the

two preceding days : the other to Lord Bridport, in which they

styled him their father and friend, and disclaimed offering him

any intentional offence. This induced Lord Bridport on the



irr-.;.]
.mutiny at spithead. 2 (

.>

following day, the 23rd, to go on board the Eoyal George, tho

crew of which immediately rehoisted his flag. The admiral.

then, at the close of an energetic address, informed the men that

he had brought with him a redress of all their grievances, and
the king's pardon for the offenders. After a short deliberation,
these off* ra w< re accepted, and every man returned with cheer-

fulness to his duty.
All disputes were now considered as settled, and the fleet

dropped down to St. Helen's, except the London, Minotaur, and

Marlborough. The crews of the two latter refused to go to sea

under their present officers, and the London had been directed

to remain in company with them, to afford to Vice-admiral Col-
- an opportunity of exerting his influence in restoring the

disobedient ships' companies to a sense of their duty. We
omitted to state, that on the second day of the mutiny, when the

s of the Royal George and Queen Charlotte were visiting the

different ships, Vice-admiral Colpoys refused to allow the del< -

ne on board the London, telling them it was their

duty to wait until the board ol admiralty had decided upon
their complaints. In the meanwhile Ihe crew of the London
were encouraging the delegates to enter the ship ; but, as the

marines had not yet been seduced from their duty, that could

have been successfully opposed, if an officer had not just then

arrived from Lord Bridport, directing the vice-admiral to permit
the boats' crews to come on board.

A foul wind unfortunately detained the ships at St. Helen's

until the morning of the 7th ofMay; when, having just received

intelligence that the French fleet had dropped into the outer

harbour of Brest preparatory to sailing, Lord Bridport made the

signal to weigh and put to sea; but which signal every ship in

the fleet, as on the L5th of the preceding month, refused to obey.
Afl a reason for this second act of disobedience, tin- seamen

alleged the sihnce that government had observed respecting
their complaints; by Avhich they were led to suspect that the

promised redress of tnievances would be withheld. This idea

forcibly impn ssed on the minds of the seamen, by the con-

tents of Borne seditions hand-bills, which had been extensively

circulated throughout the fleet.

At about 1 p.m. it was discovered on board the London at

Spithead, that boats were pulling to and fro among the ships at

St. Helen's, and that yard-ropes were reeved in the same

manner as on the 17th of the preceding month. Convinced

that a renewal of the mutiny had taken place, Vice-admiral
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Oolpoys addressed the crew of the London, and asked them if

they had any grievances remaining. They replied, they had not.

He then, as a measure of security, ordered the seamen below,
and the officers and marines to arm themselves. On observing
the boats nit lie delegates from the fleet at St. Helens approach-

ing the Marlborough, the London's people below began t<> un-

lash the Becond-deck guns, and to point them aft and up the

hatchways. The officers were immediately ordered by the vice-

admiral to fire on those that were forcing their way on deck.

This was done; and five men were mortally, and six othi re

badly wounded. The marines throwing down their arms, the

imen now rushed in crowds up the hatchways; and the vice-

admiral, unwilling to spill more blood where no good could

arise, ordered the officers to cease firing.

The seamen now called for and seized the first-lieutenant, Mr.
P< ter Turner Bover, and were proceeding to hang him, when
Vice-admiral Colpoys, interfering, told them that Lieutenant

Bover had acted in conformity to his, the Vice-admiral's, orders,

grounded upon instructions received from the admiralty. These
instructions the seamen, whom the delegates from the fleet had

now joined, demanded and obtained. They then ordered A'ice-

admiral Oolpoys, Captain Edward Griffith, and the whole of the

officers, to their respective cabins. Matters remained in this

unhappy state until the 11th, when the crew of the London

express* 1 a wish that their admiral and captain should go on

shore. Vice-admiral Colpoys and Captain Griffith accordingly
did so. accompanied by the Reverend Samuel Cole, the ship's

chaplain.

During these four days of renewed discontent, many captains
and other officers, whose general conduct on board their ships

was ofan oppressive nature, or deemed so. were unceremoniously
turned on shore. At length, on the 14th, Lord Eowe arrived

from London, with plenary powers to settle all matters in dis-

pute : bringing with him an act of parliament, which had been

passed on the 9th, agreeably to the wishes of the seamen; also

a proclamation, granting the king's pardon to all who should

immediately return to their duty.

On the l">th the delegates from the several ships landed at

Portsmouth, and proceeded to the governor's house; whence,
after partaking of some refreshment, they marched in procession
to the sally-port, and there, accompanied by Lord and Lady
Howe, and several officers and persons of distinction, embarked

on board the men-of-wai '§ barges. Having visited the ships at
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St Helen's, the party proceeded to Spithead, where the squadron
under Rear-admiral Sir Roger Curtis bad just anchored from a
cruise. The Beamen of the latter had manifested symptoms ot

disaffection: hut, on a representation of what had taken place,

they became reconciled to their officers. At 7 p.m. the boate

returned to Portsmouth, and the delegates carried Lord Howe
on their shoulders to the governor's house.

Of the officers that had been turned on shore by the seamen,
some were recalled, and nearly the whole of the remainder tacitly
received back. A few of the captains, however, refused to re-

sume tlir command of their ships, and were, in consequence,

superseded by others. Affairs being amicably adjusted, the flair

of disaffection was struck: and on the succeeding day, the 16th,
at 10 a.m.. Lord Bridport, with his fleet amounting to 15 sail of

the line, got under way. but, the wind suddenly veering to tin;

southward, again came to an anchor. < in the morning of the

17th the fleet again weighed : and, although the wind was

extremely scant, got round the ledge before noon, and finally to

sea.

< »n arriving off Brest, the admiral found the French fleet in

port, and likely to remain there. In consequence of this, the

Channel fleet, now augmented to 21 sail of the line, continued

its t-ruise to the westward. Sir Edward Pellew, with the Inde-

fatigable, and two or three other frigates, being left cruising off

the harbour. By way of preventing Sir Edward from repeating
his reconnoitring visits to the port, the admiral in Brest had
ordered Commodore Ganteaume, with the Mont-Blanc 74,

Brave rase, 4' l-gon frigates Romaine and Immortalite, 36-gun
frigates Precieuse and Coquille, corvette Levrette, and thn e

armed luggers, to quit the harbour and lay at single anchor in

lieaume bay. By this French squadron the Indefatigable
and her consorts were frequently chased, but not to any distance ;

nor can we And that any shots wen' ever exchanged. The French
accounts tell us, however, that M. I ;iime got praised by
the directory lor having had several engagements with the

enemy's light squadrons, commanded by Sir John Borlase

Warren and Sir Edward Pellew; whom he is represented 1"

have chased from the coast, and thereby to have favoured the

arrival of several convoys.
1

Lord Bridport had been ordered, very properly in the present

posture of affairs, to keep as much at sea as possible, H< ac< .

during the summer months, the fleet returned tc port, only to

; Victoires et Conquetes, tome viii., p. 255.



32 BRiTrsn ant> French fleets. [1797.

refit or revictual, and then was presently out again. The sea-

men of the fleet, with very few exceptions, obeyed their officers,

and conducted themselves with propriety. But, a1 Plymouth,
the mm belonging to most of the ships evinced a mutinous

disposition and, in some instances, proceeded to a greal length.

Finally, however, the seamen at this port became satisfied with

the terms that had been accepted by their brethren at Ports-

mouth, and tranquillity was restored. The inactive state of the

Bresl fleet, during the remainder of this year, afforded to the

seamen belonging to the Channel fleet no opportunity of evinc-

ing how little their loyalty and courage had been affected by
the recent unhappy events.

The fact that, in the latter end of June, owing to the junction
of the ships from Loricnt and Bochefort. and the great exert inns

of the French minister of marine, Truguet, there were at anchor

in the road of Bresl L9 full-armed sail of the line, besides a greal

many others armed en flute for the reception of troops, renders

it extraordinary that no effort should have been made to gel the

Brest fleei to sea; especially when it was the intention of the

French government, by the aid of the Dutch fleet, and more
than treble the quantity of troops they had previously employed.
t<> attempt a second lime the invasion of Ireland. General

lloeln-. who was again to be the commander-in-chief, had gone
to Holland to inspeel Admiral De Winter's fleet lying in the

T( vl. as well as tlic troops under General Daendels, thai were

nliark on board of it. lie had also obtained from the chiefs

of the Batavian republic funds, sufficient not only to pay the

troops, 1'iit to enable him to transmit a considerable sum of

money to ME. Truguet, to be applied as an advance to the sea

ni'M of tlin Bresl Beet, Nothing more, in short, was required,

than to embark the tro 'ps and set sail, each fleet from its re-

spective port; when a convulsion at Paris marred all.

Without going into particulars, we need only state, that the

executive directory and legislative body quarrelled; and that

the latter, gaining the ascendancy, felt itself hound, regardless
of eon-, quences, to undo all that had been done by the former

On the L6th of July the able minister of marine, Vice-admiral

Truguet, was removed, and his place tilled by M. Pleville-le-

Pel y, a man w ho at least had the modesty to own, that he was

ignorant of the duties of his office. By the directions of his

masters, the new minister disarmed the Bresl Meet, discharged
the seamen, and actually sold by public auction several frigates

and corvettes belonging to the republic. This blight upon the
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French marine lasted until the directory, on the 4'th of Septem-

ber, regained their influence in the state An order now issued

to re-arm all the ships ;
but as fresh seamen were to be raised,

ami the ships sold to private individuals purchased back, much
time elapsed, and an enormous expense was incurred, before the

Brest fleet could be restored to the state in which it was on the

Lst of July. Ere the utmost, exertions of the French govern-
ment could accomplish that object, the year 17!»7 had run

its, If out.

The year, however, had not passed away without a second

effort on the part of Great Britain to obtain for Europe the

blessings oi peace. On the 30th of May Lord Mahnesbury
proceeded for that purpose to Lisle, but, after a negotiation

purposely protracted by the Trench directory, returned home
on the 20th of September without having succeeded in his

don.

At the close of the preceding year, we left the Spanish fleet in

» 'arthagena, and Admiral Sir John Jervis at anchor in the Tagus
with 11 sail of the line, exclusive of one SO-gun ship, the Gibral-

tar, bound to l'lymouth for r< pairs, one 74, the Zealous, under-

going a repair at Lisbon, and one 64, the St. Albans, waiting- to

proceed to England with convoy.
On the IStli of January the British admiral stood for the

mouth of the river with his 11 linc-of-battle ships, having, for his

first object, the escort of some Brazil merchantmen and Por-

tuguese men of war to a safe Latitude, and, for his next, a junc-
tion with the long-expected reinforcement from England at the

appointed rendezvous off Cape St. Vincent.

Comparatively small as Sir John's force was. a new, or rather

the repetition of an old disaster reduced it still more. At 7h.

00m. i'.m. the 98-gun ship St. George, Captain Shuldham Peard,

having previously run foul of a Portuguese frigate and carried

away the hitter's jib-boom and fore topgallantmast, got aground
upon the South Cachop. At '.» p.m.. the Bhip striking very hard,

the tillerwasbroken and the rudder unshipped. The St. George's
lure and mizen masts were now cut away to ease her ;

but not-

withstanding every exertion on the part of her officers and crew,
the St. George remained aground until the evening of the 20th;

when, chiefly by the aid of the St. Albans, she again got afloat,

and was obliged, of course, to return to Lisbon to repair. With
his remaining 10 sail, the British admiral proceeded to sea,

accompanied by the Portuguese convoy.
On the 6th of February, while Sir 'elm. having parted from

VOL. II. o
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the Portuguese ships, was on his return to his station off Cape
St. Vincent, the five Bail of the line 1 and one frigate, which
had been detached to him from the Channel fleet, effected their

junction. Thus reinforced, the admiral had under his command
the

Gun-ship.

;,,.i

93

90

Admiral (1>.) Sir John Jervis, K.B.

Captain Robert Calder.

, , George Grey.
D , ( Yice-adm. (b.) Charles Thompson.Britannia . . . . < ^ ,IM

V J
.,

,

L

{ (Japtain I nomas l'oley.

( Vice-adm. (b.) the Hon. Win. Wald

{ Captain James Richard Daci

{Rear-adm.
(r.) William Parker.

Captain John Irwin.

, , Thomas Lenox Frederick.

, , James Hawkins Whitshed.

f Commodore Horatio Nelson.8

i Captain Ralph vVMett -Miller.

Sir Charles II. Knowles, Bait.

Victory

Barrleur

Prince George

Blenheim .

Namur

64

Captain

Goliath

Exi

{ Orion .

Colossus

Egmont
( !ulloden

,

lire

Diadem

Cuthbert Collingwood.
Sir James Saumarez.

George Murray.
John Sutton,

Thomas Troubr

rge Martin.

George Henry Towry.

The frigates, by the time some had joined and others parted

company, remained as follows :
—

Gun-frig.

Minerve

( Lively
32 - N

., | Bon

{ Rav
.

Southampton .

onne-l litoyenne
ell .

I OX . . .

Captain George Cockburn.

. ,
Lord (laities.

, ,
Edward James Foote.

, ,
James Macnamara.

, , Charles Lindsay.

, , William Prowse.

Lieutenant John Gibson.

It so happened, that the accession of these five ships did no

more than make up the number which the admiral had with

him, when lie sent home, requesting an addition to his force;

and a sixth, in the list of serious accidents that befel this fleet,

very nearly deprived him of the use of another of his ships. Early

on the morning of the L2th, when quite dark, as the ships were

tacking in succession, the Colossus, keeping her wind a little

too long, compelled the Culloden to bear up to clear her.

i See p. 21. Captain Brenton (voLii.,
2 Did not come on board until after the

p. 150) by mistake says six. Minerve joined company.
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The former then suddenly bore up also, and the two ships ran
i'oul of each other. To the Colossus the concussion did but
-light injury: merely staving some of her upper works, and
carrying away her fore topgaUantmast. But the Culloden fared

differently. The knee and cheeks of her head, the head-rails,
larboard cat-head, bowsprit-cap, bumpkins, jib-boom, and fore

topgaUantmast were entirely carried away, and the bowsprit
itself was badly sprung.

This was so serions an injury, that, under any other circum-
stances, the Culloden might with propriety have steered for the
nearest port. But Captain Troubridge prized too highly the
chance of distinction likely soon to be afforded him; and the
Culloden, alter the partial repairs which the utmost exertions of
her active crew could give her, was, to the surprise of all who
had witnessed her appearance at daylight, reported, in the after-

noon, again ready for service.

Sir John Jen-is, with Ids fifteen sail of the line, persevered in

working up. against a strong south-east wind, to the neighbour-
hood of his rendezvous; not doubting that he should there

gain a sight, or at least hear tidings, of the Spanish fleet
;
whose

force, he knew, could not well be less than 19, and might amount
to 30, sail of the line. On the 13th, in the morning, the
British frigate Minerve, Captain George Cockburn, bearing the
broad pendant of Commodore Nelson, and having on board Sir

Gilbert Elliot, late Viceroy of Corsica, Lieutenant-colonel

Drinkwater, and others of the viceroy's suite, came into the
fleet with the intelligence, that on the 11th, soon after quitting
Gibraltar, she had been chased by two Spanish line-of-battle

ships, and that afterwards, when in the mouth of the Straits, she

got sight of the Spanish ileet
;
of whose strength and probable

destination Commodore Nelson communicated some important
information.

Before sunset the signals were made for the British fleet to

prepare for battle, and to keep in close order during the night ;

at intervals of which the signal-guns of the. Spaniards were dis-

tinctly heard. At 2h. 30m. a.m. the Portuguese frigate Car-

lotta, commanded by Captain Campbell (a native of Scotland,
we believe), spoke the Victory, and gave information that the

Spanish fleet was only five leagues to windward. While the

night-glasses of the British ileet are handing about, and every
eye is straining for a glimpse of the enemy, we will endeavour to

trace his route, from the day of his departure from port.
The grand fleet of Spain, under the command of Admiral
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Bon Josef de Cordova by whom Admiral Langara had been

recently superseded, in the Santisima-Trinidad four-decker hud

sailed from Carthagena on the 1st of the month. It was com-

posed of the

Gun-ship.
130 Santisima-Trii

'Com '

• '.in le-d -I.'

Ms
112

jPrini
; torias,

|Salvador-del-Mundo,

[San-Ji

Nept
San-Nicoli ,!

'.ip.

'Atalante,

Bahama,

Firme,
7

l-j
1

llorioso,
i

(riente,

Pelayo,

Saa-Antonio,

^San-Domingo,

Gun-ship.

"San-Firmin,

San-Fsco.-de-Paula,
San-< lenaro,

San-Ildefo

74fSan-Ju.-Nep
San-Pablo

3an-T

Soberano,

.Terrible,

exclusive of twelve 34-gun frigates and one brig-corvette, but in

the names of which scarcely two accounts agree.
S>iiie gun-boats, and about 70 transports having on board two

battalions of guards and a Swiss regiment, besides a great quan-

tity of ammunition and other military stores, all of which they
had broughl from Barcelona, and were conveying to the camp of

San-Boque, had quitted porl along with the fleet.

On the 5th, at daylight, this numerically powerful fled pa

Gibraltar, and, on the afternoon of the same day the Neptuno,
Bahama, Terrible, and the Guadalupa frigate, escorted the gun-
boats and transports into Algesiras, where the troops and stores

were disembarked. One of the two-deckers immediately re-

joined tin flee! : and. in a day or two afterwards, the two other

line-of-battle ships stood oul for the same purpose ;
but the Bee!

had Hindi' sail. While in search of the latter, these two ships
fell in with and chased the Minerve, as already n lated.

The primary destination of the Spanish admiral was Cadiz;
but the strong easterly gale, which had quickened his passage

through the Straits, soon blew right in his teeth, and drove his

ships considerably to the westward of their port. The rumour
that this fleet, if not blockaded in Cadiz, as it no doubt

would have been, intended afterwards, if not stopped by the way,
to proceed to Brest, there to join the French and (if another

stubborn ij
could be go1 over) Dutch fleet*

;
and that then, with

t his assembled force, England was to be invaded.

On the ev< ning of the L3th, while still buffeting with adversi

winds, the Iook-oul frigates of the Spanish fleet, now consisting
of 25 sail of the line, 11 frigates, and one brig, got sight of somo

of the British ships ; but the latter, being taken for part of at

convoy, excited very little attention. As the night advanced.
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tin- Spaniards busied themselves in making the most of a sudden

favourable change of wind, and, without much regard to order,

crowding sail to get near the land.

The morning of the 14th, that disastrous day to the Spaniards,

broke dark and hazy upon the two fleets. The fleet of the Bri-

tish was formed in two compact divisions, standing on the star-

board tack with the wind at west by south. Cape St. Yincent

bearing cast by north, distant eight leagues. At about 6 h. 30 m.

am. the I u11im1.ii made the signal for five sail in the south-wesl

by sottth ; and the frigates Lively and Niger (the latter of which

had joined at ."> a.m., after having kept company with the Spa-
nish fleet for some days) presently confirmed the same; adding,

that the strangers were by the wind, on the starboard tack.

The Bonnc-Citoyenne sloop was now directed to reconnoitre.

h. 15 m. a.m. the admiral made the signal for the fleet to form

in close order, and in a few minutes afterwards, repeated that of

tli^ preceding evening. 1" prepare for battle.

At 9 li. •'; mi. a.m. the Culloden, Blenheim, and Prince George
proceeded, by Bignal, to chase in the south by west quarter;

and, upon the Bonne-Citoyenne's signalling, at 9h. 55m. that

she saw eight Bail in that direction, the Irresistible, Colossus.

and Orion were directed to add themselves to the former. At

about 10 A.M. the chasing-ships had advanced so far ahead, as

to he seen, and, as we learn from the Spanish accounts, made
out to he ships of the line, hy the Spanish reconnoitring frigates
Santa Catalina and J'reciosa.

It was then, and not till then, that the Spaniards recovered

from their delusion, as to the ships in sight being part of a con-

voy. Bui tiny i'.Il into another. An American, who had passed

through the British fleet on the 4th. previously to Rear-admiral

Parker's junction, and while the Culloden was absent in chas< ,

afterwards spoke the Spanish admiral, and informed him, that

Sir John Jervis had witli him, as was true enough, but nil:-

of tin- line. The partial view obtained of the British fleet through
the intervening I'm-, especially before the ships had extended

themselves into a single line, tended to confirm the statement;

and the Spaniards were in high glee at the thought of the tri-

umphant entry they should make into the harbour of Cadiz.

Since 9 a.m. 20 sail of the line, and 31 sail altogether, had

been counted from the Victory's mast-head. At 10 a.m. the

Minerve made a signal to nearly the same effect. At 10 h. 15 m.

a.m. the Bonne-Citoyenne announced by signal, that L'< > of the

strange ships in the south-west by south were of the line. At
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10 h. 40 m. a.m., owing to the weather becoming more hazy,

Captain Lindsay could discover but l(i to be of the line; but

at ] 1 a.m. he made the signal for 25.1

By tli's time the fog having cleared away, had left the two
fleets at liberty to form an estimate, as far as counting numbers

could afford it. of their relative strength. Wha1 wasthe surprise

of the Spaniards, a1 seeing L5, instead of nine sail of the line;

and those L5 ships formed in two close lines, which steadily

advanced to cut off the ships that, owing cither to mismanage-
ment or a Mind confidence to their numerical strength, had been
allowed to separate from the main body. 'The ships of the latter.

grouped together to what may be called a square, were running
under all sail, with the wind on the Btarboard-quarter ;

while the

leewardmosl ships were close hauled on the same tack, striving
hard to effeel a junction with their companions, to time to frus-

trate, if possible, the evident design of the British admiral

As, besides the object of cutting off the six detached sail of

the line, it was now an equally important one, to be ready to

receive fche L9 (one with her foretopmast gone), bearing down
from to-windward, and the advanced ships of which, at a few
minutes before 1! a.m., began weartog and trimming to succes-

sion on the larboard tack, the British admiral, at il a.m.. ordered

his tie. -i to form to line of battle ahead and astern of the Victory,

as most convi nient, and to steer south-south-west
;
a course tli

kept the enemy's lee or detached division, consisting of on<

three-decker with a vice-admiral's flag, five two-deckers, and a

few frigates, upon the lee or larboard how.

The advanced position of the Culloden to the morning's cl

conferred upon her the honour of being the leading ship to the

line about to be formed
;
which line, when the whole had fallen

into their stations, was composed of the following ships, standing
close hauled on the starboard tack, to the order to which they
are named :

< lulloden, Blenheim (rather to the windward), Prince

George, Orion, Colossus (to windward), Irresistible, Victory,

Egmont, Goliath, Barfleur, Britannia, Namur, Captain, Diadem,
and Excellent.

Thus tonne. l. the British fleet Bteered straight for the opening,
still wide, hut gradually narrowing, between the two divisions of

stated in the Bonne-Citoyenne's "twet n" s:\il of the line, both in

log, and except In the substitution of the whal purports to be a copy of thai letter,

Victory's for thi B Lime, inserted al p. 157, vol. ii. <>( "Brenton
in the Victory's log, and in Sir John Naval History," and in tho author's ao
Jerris's lelb r ; al lea il In that published counl ol the action, as given at p. 151 ot

in the Lond. n Gazette: but Btated to be the same volume.
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the Spanish fleet: the lecwardmost of which divisions, as if to

avoid the British line in its approach, had just bore away to

nearly south-east by south; while the weather division, or the

advanced portion of it, in very irregular order (several of the

ships doubling upon each other, and some lying three abreasl
),

was steering about north-north-east, with the apparent intention,
alter having passed the British line on the contrary tack, to

round its rear, and thereby effect the wished-for junction.
At 12 h. 28 in. a.m. the Victory and the other ships of the fleet

hoisted their colours ; and in the next minute the signal Xo. 40
was made, to pass through the enemy's line, the British ships
still steering about south-south-west, with the wind, as before, at

west by south. About this time live out of the six line-of-battle

ships in the Spanish lee division, observing that the British

admiral,by keeping his wind,had no immediate designuponthem,
hauled diarp up on the starboard tack, as if intending to weather
the whole British fleet. The sixth Spanish ship, a two-decker,
continued under a crowd of sail steering to the south-cast, and
soon disappeared.

At 11 h. 31m. a.m., having arrived abreast of the van-ships
of the Spanish weather division, the Culloden, by signal (Xo. 5)
from the admiral, commenced a cannonade with her starboard

guns, and received a tire in return from such ships of the Spanish
weather division, as could open their batteries without firing into

a friend. This engagement between the two vans we have en-

deavoured to illustrate by the diagram in the next page.
About the time that the British van-ship opened her fire in

the manner above stated, two Spanish three-deckers and a two-

deeker, from the weather division, stood across the head of the

British line, and joined the one three, and four two deckers on
the starboard tack: thus augmenting the Spanish lee division

Luding the fugitive ship) to eight, and reducing the weather
division to 16 sail of the line.

At 8 m. past noon, having passed the sternmost of the Spanish
weather ships, the Culloden, by signal Xo. 80, tacked, and in

six minutes was followed by the Blenheim, who, like her leader.

had been distantly engaged on the starboard side. in ten

minutes afterwards the Prince George tacked, but had fallen so

much to leeward as to point nearly towards the centre of the re-

mainder of her fleet, as it kept advancing on the starboard tack.

A little before the Prince George tacked, the Spanish lee division,

as if it had rec< Lv< d some directions from the two three, and ono

two decker that were then joining it from to-windward, and
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which we take to have been the Prineipe-de-Asturias, Conde-de-

Regla, and < Iriente, put about on the larboard lack, and stood

after the Prince (jieorue, or rather, towards ilie bead of that part

of the Uritish line still on the starboard lack.

P Geo.

I

%. °^-

Col. Blcn.

^V Cul.^
div.

11 h. 31m. A.M.

X̂^

^
X*

The Orion tacked next in succession to the Prince George 5

and the < lolossus, aa bood as she had arrived in the wake of the

former, prepared to do the same, but, while in stays, had her forc-

yard and foretopsail yard shol away in the slings, and her fore-

topmast Bhot away a little above the cap. Thus disabled from

tacking, the Colossus was obliged to wear, and, jnsl as she had

got her head to the eastward, wae menaced with a raking broad-

Bide from the leading three-decker of the Spanish lee division

This manifestation of an attack upon her disabled companion,
induced the Orion, in a very gallant manner, to back her main

topsail and lay by to cover her. The Spanish ship, however,

made no such attack, and the < Irion pr< ss< d on to the assistance

of the van
;
the ships of which had been directed, by signal
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No 34, to alter course a point to starboard, and directly after-

wards, by No. 40, to pass through the enemy's line.

The lour next British ships, coming up in line on the star-

board tack, were the Irresistible, Victory, Egmont, and Goliath

The first of these, having fired her starboard guns at the enemy s

weather division, became exposed to the successive firo of the

two leading tln-ee-deckers of the lee division. After discharging

three or tour broadsides in return, the Irresistible stood on a

little, and then tacked to support the van.

Meditating, now, a bold manoeuvre, the Spanish vice-admiral

steered to cut tlie British line ahead of the commander-in-chief;

but the Victory was too rapid in her advance, and forced the

Spanish three-decker to tack close under her lee; raking her,

while in stays, with destructive effect. This three-decker, which

was, we believe, the ETincipe-de-Asturias, now bore up, in utter

confusion; as. alter exchanging a few broadsides with the

Egmont and Goliath in passing, did the second three-decker,

followed by all the six remaining ships of the lee division, except

theOriente; which ship gallantly kept on upon the larboard

tack, and, passing to leeward of the British line unobserved in

the smoke, succeeded, after the exchange of a tew shot withthe

Lively and one or two of the other British frigates in the rear,

in joining her van. This interesting period of the action we
have endeavoured to render more intelligible by the following

diagram :
—

Orient'-.

Vpst noon.
(

'•

-.^J^...
'

a .

Effm. >7~~ Spaniards

VV-,\'ict

Irres.
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At about 1 1). p.m., just as the rearmost ship of that pari of

the Uritish line, which was still on the starboard lack, had ad-

vanced so far ahead as to leave an open Bea to leeward of the

Spanish weather division, then passing in the contrary direction,
the advanced ships of the latter, as the last effort to join their

lee division, bore up together. Scarcely was the movement
made ere it caught the attention of one who was as quick in

foreseeing the consequences of its success, as he was ready, in

obedience to the spirit, if not the letter, of a signal just made.

in devising the means for its failure. That signal (No 41) had

been hoisted on board the Victory at 51 m. p.m., and di-

rected the ships of the fleet "to take suitable stations for

mutual support, and engage the enemy, as coming up in suc-

cession."
1

Commodore Xclson, accordingly, directed Captain Miller to

wear the Captain. The latter was soon round: and, passing
between the Diadem and Excellent, ran athwart the bows of

the Spanish ships as far as the sixth from the rear, reckoning
the outside or leewardmost ships. The sixth or most advance, I

ship was known, from her four tiers of ports, to be the Santisima-

Trinidad: and four of the remaining five ships were 1he San-

Josef, Salvador-del-Mundo (three-deckers), San-Nicolas, and
San-YsidrO. The fifth ship was a three-decker, and. we believe,

the Mfexicano; but the exact stations of any of these ships we
are unable to state. Indeed, all the Spanish ships were huddled

togethi r in a very irregular manner, in some cases three or four

deep, and musl have suffered greatly, as their disabled appear-
ance soon testified, no1 only from the fire of their opponents, but
from the fire of each other.

At about Lh. 30 m. the Captain opened her fire upon the

Santisima-Trinidad and the ships near her; with the rearmost
of which the Culloden, about ten minutes before, had recom-
7ti meed firing. Frustrated thus by the spirited conduct of the

Captain and Culloden, and seeing the near approach of the

Blenheim, Prince George, and other ships, the Spanish admiral

gave up the design of running to leeward of the British fleet,

1 Thai tin' i '.i oul of Uif lino

in i ompliam e with anj signal is, we
know, contrary t., re elved opinion; but
the following stands as an entry in the

log-book i t i Bag-ship ill n il i o '-'n-at

ince from her. " tohn Jervis
made the Bignal f'>r th< I et t<>

form line as most convenient. On this,

Hi" Captain pressed all sail from her
BtatioD of sailing, and stood on and fell

Into our van ahead of us." Although the
i here specified was No. 31 instead

ol 41, there is every reason to suppose
that ili'- latti i. the first signal imt baying
1' i d made tape 1 1 a.m., was the signal
to which Hi' entry had reference.
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and, making the signal to that effect, hauled up on the larboard

tack.

At about '_' p.m. the Cullodeii had stretched so far ahead as

to cover the Captain from the heavy rire poured upon her bythe
Spanish four-decker and her companion, as they hanled up and

brought their broadsides to bear. Of the respite thus afforded

to her, the Captain took immediate advantage ; replenishing her

lockers "with shot, and splicing' and repairing her running rig-

ging. Shortly afterwards the Blenheim, passing also to wind-

ward of the Captain, afforded her a second respite, which was
taken advantage of as before. The two more immediate oppo-
nents of the Captain and Culloden had been the San-Ysidro and

Salvador-del-Mundo : these, having already lost some of their

topmasts, and being otherwise in a crippled state, the Blenheim,

by a few of her heavy broadsides, sent staggering astern, to be

cannonaded afresh by the Prince George, Orion, and other

advancing ships.

The Victory, soon after her heavy fire upon the Spanish three-

decker whom she had caught so opportunely in stays under her

lee, put about on the larboard tack, and. followed by the Bar-

fleur, Namur, Egmont, and Goliath (the two latter partially dis-

abled and dropping astern), pointed to windward of the Spanish
fleet. At 1 h. 5 in. p.m. Sir John directed the 3Iinerve, by signal.

to take the disabled Colossus in tow: and at 1 h. 19m. P.M.,

arriving abreast of the Excellent, who was in the rear of what

may now be called the lee division of the British fleet, the Vic-

tory made the signal (So. 85) to come to the wind on the lar-

board tack.

In immediate compliance with this signal, the Excellent hauled

sharp up, and at 2h. L5m., having reached a station ahead of

the weather division, was ordered by the Victory to pass through
the enemy's line. Such was the expression of the signal

No. 40), but line there was none. The Spanish fleet, indeed,

from its increased disorder, now evinced, more clearly than

ever, that sauvt qui /» ut was the only directing principle.

At _h. 'J'; m. the Excellent, having been directed by signal

(No 91) to bear up, edged away, and at 2 h. 35 m., arriving abreast

of the disabled Spanish three-decker Salvador-del-Mundo,

engaged the latter upon her weather bow for a few minui es ;
then

passed on to the next, Spanish ship in succession, the San-Ysidro,

and whose three topmasts had already been shot away. This

ship Captain Collingwood engaged closely on the lee beam until

about 2 h. 53 m. r.ii.
; when, after a gallant defence in her crip-
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pled state i'roin the fire of former opponent, the San-Ysidro
hauled down the Spanish, ami hoisted the English Hag. The
Excellent, then, in obedience to the signal (No. 66) just made, by
the Prince George, and repeated by the Victory, tilled and stoot>

on, first apprising the admiral, by signal No. 26, that the San

Ysidro was not secured.

Very soon after the Excellent had quitted the Salvador-del

IWimdo for the San-Ysidro, the Irresistible and Diadem com
menced an attack upon the former; the 71 stationing herseL

upon the weather-bow, and the 64 upon the lee quarter, of the

Spanish three-decker, then with her fore and main topmasts

gone, and otherwise much disabled. At 2h. 35m. p.m., finding
the shot of the Irresistible and Diadem, particularly of the latter,

falling near and over her as she advanced to rake the Salvador,
the Victory directed her two friends to discontinue the engage-
ment

;
but ships arc very apt to misunderstand, or not to see,

this signal, and, in the present instance, No. 52 required to be

repeated three times before it was complied with, observing
the Victory about to pass under her stern, and that the Barfleur

was following close, the Salvador-del-Mundo, whose mizentop-
mast had since shared the fate of the fore and main, very judi-

ciously hauled down her flag as soon as some of the Victory's
bow guns began to bear upon her. 1

This was just at ''> p.m., and the Diadem and Lively were

immediately directed by signal i<> take charge of the prizes;
the frigate, of the San-Ysidro, and tic 64, of the Salvador;
but which latter the Diadem, by signal, afterwards resigned t<>

the Bonnc-Citoyenne, in order to attend upon the disabled

( laptain.

At about 3h. 15 m. p.m. the Excellent, whom wc left standing
on from her prize, the San-Ysidro, to seek a fresh opponent

among (lie flying Spaniards ahead, came to close action with the

gun Bhip San-Nicolas, then with Iter foretopmasl gone, and

who, until the Excellent arrived abr< asl of her to leeward, had
been in hot action with the Captain. Passing within ten feet

of the San-Nicolas's starboard side, the Excellent poured in a

destructive lire, and, in compliance with the signal then flying,

to fill and stand on, made sail ahead. In luffing up to avoid

1

1' lying upon the published accounts, pinion that she did not.

rty stated thai the Victory Yet the fact ha been very differently re-

poured in a destructive Hre; but not a
pi

sen ted. See Colonel Drinkwater's

word appears in the \ i toiy'a tog of li^r Narrative, p. it ; Marshall, vol. i., p. 20;

having Bred at all a' the Salvador-del- and Brenton, vol. ii., p. 154.

Io, and many persona present in the
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Captain ColKngwood's salute, the San-Nicolas ran foul of tlio

Ban-Josef, whose mizenmast had already been shot away, and

who had received considerable other damage, by the well-di-

rected fire in succession of the Captain, Culloden, Blenheim, and

Prince George, of the latter in particular.
As soon as the Excellent was sufficiently advanced to bee

of her. the Captain luffed up as close to the wind as her shat-

tered condition would admit
;
when her foretopmast. which had

already been severely shot through, fell over the side. In this

unmanageable state, with her wheel shot away, and all her

sails, shrouds, and running-rigging more or less cut
;
with the

Blenheim ahead, and the Culloden crippled astern, no alter-

native remained but to board the Spanish two-decker. As a

well-judged preparative, the Captain re-opened, within less than

20 yards, her larboard broadside, the heavy fire from which the

San-Nicolas returned with spirit for several minutes : when the

( 'aptain suddenly put her helm a-starboard. and, on coming to,

hooked with her larboard cat-head the starboard quarter-gallery
of the San-Nicolas, and with her spritsail-yard the hitter's mizen

rigging. We prefer giving what immediately ensued in the

words of Commodore Xelson himself. '-The soldiers of the

69th," he says, '-with an alacrity which will ever do them
credit, and Lieutenant 1'earson, of the same regiment, were;

almost the foremost on this service. The firstman whojumped
into the enemy's mi/en chains was Captain Berry, late myfirst-
lieutenant (Captain Miller was in the very act of going
but I directed him to remain) : he was supported from our sprit-

sail yard, which hooked in the mizen-rigging. A soldier of the

69th regiment having broke the npper quarter-gallery window,
I jumped in myself, and was followed by others as fast as pos-
sible. I found the cabin-doors fastened: and some Spanish
officers fired their pistole : but. having broken open the doors, the

soldiers fired; and the Spanish brigadier (commodore with a dis-

tinguishing pendant) fell, as retreating to the quarter-deck. I

pushed immediately onwards for the quarter-deck; where I

found Captain Berry in possession of the poop, and the Spanish

ensign hauling down. I passed with my people and Lieutenant

Pearson, on the larboard gangway, to the forecastle; where I

met two or three Spanish officers, prisoners to my seamen : they
delivered me their swords. A fire of pistols, or muskets, open-

ing from the admiral's stern-gallery, of the San-Josef, I direct' d

the soldiers to fire into her stern ; and, calling to Captain Miller,

ordered him to send more men into the San-Nicolas : and directed
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my people to board the first-rate, which was done in an instant,

Captain Berry assisting me into the main chains. At this mo-

ment, a Spanish officer looked over the quarter-deck rail, and
said they surrendered. From this most welcome intelligence, it

was not long before I was on the quarter-deck ;
where the

Spanish captain, with a bow, presented me his sword, and said

the admiral was dying of his wounds. I asked him on his honour
if the ship was surrendered. He declared she was: on which I

gave him my hand, and desired him to call on his officers and

ship's company, and tell them of it
;
which he did :

—and, on the

quarter-deck of a Spanish first-rate, extravagant as the story may
seem, did I receive the swords of vanquished Spaniards ; which,
as I received, I gave to AVilliam Fearney, one of my bargemen ;

who put them, with the greatest sang-froid under Lis arm. 1

was surrounded by Captain Berry, Lieutenant Peai-son, of the

69th regiment. John Sykes, John Thompson, Francis Cooke, all

old Agamemnons ;
and several other brave men, seamen and

soldiers. Thus fell these ships."
1

There is, it appears, a doubt whether the San-Josef got foul

of the San-Nicolas just before, or during Commodore Nelson's

possession of the latter: at all events, it seems certain, that the

San-Josef fell on board by the stern, and afterwards dropped
broadside-to : in which position she was boarded from the San-

Nicolas, as already described. But a more serious doubt.

attaches to the statement of the San-Josefs surrender having
been the consequence of that boarding. As far as our researches

have gone, it appears to be clearly established, that the Trinco

George was engaging the San-Josef at the moment she got

foul; and that the former ship only suspended her lire until,

having edged away to leeward of the Captain and San Nicolas,

she was able to resume it ahead and clear of the Captain; that

the San-Nicolas at this moment tired into the Prince (Jcorge,

who accordingly bestowed pari of her return lire upon the San-

Nicolas, and continued her lire upon both Spanish slaps, until,

it the end of some minutes, hailed from the <

laptain, to announce

thai they bad struck.

m after quitting the San-Nicolas, the Fxcellcnt succeeded

in getting close under the lee of the Saul isima-Trinidad, then in

hot action with the Blenheim, Orion, and Irresistible. At the

end of an hour this four-decked ship, whose fore and mizen

masts had been shot away, and whose damages, in sails, rigging,

and hull, were conspicuous to all her antagonists, dropped, we
1 Naval Chronicle, vol. ii., p. 500.
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will not say hauled, down her colours. One might conjecture
that they merely disappeared when the mizenmast fell; but,

according to an entry in the Orion's log, the ship actually

hoisted English colours in lieu of them. The Santisima-Trinidad

had undoubtedly suffered enough, especially from the Blenheim,
who had engaged her closely for some time, to render such a

step noway discreditable to her.

At this crisis in the fate of Admiral Cordova s ship,
1 two of

the van-ships, having wore, were advancing to her support ;

two fresh ships, under a crowd of sail (two of the three which

had previously been detached to Algesiras
3
), were coming

down from the west-south-west : and the lee division of seven

sail of the line,
:> well formed, and including among them three

three-deckers, having made a good stretch to windward on the

-larboard taek. were approaching on the opposite or larboard

• me, from the southward. These 11 ships, fast closing round

the yielding, if not already surrendered four-decker, saved her

from further molestation.

It was about 3 h. 52 m. when the Victory, then on the star-

board tack, observing the approach of those fresh ships, made
the signal for the fleet to prepare to bring to, in order to be

ready to cover the prizes and disabled British ships. At 4 h.

15 in. a signal was made for the frigates to take the priz

tow, and at 4 h. 39 m., for the ships of the fleet to form in close

liii" ahead in the wake of the Victory. At about 4 h. 50 m. p.m.

the Britannia, who, from her slow sailing, had hitherto pos.-

no chance of getting into action, happening to lie in the way of

the Spanish leedivisionin its approach to succour the Santisima-

Trinidad, became exposed to a few comparatively harmless

broadsides: which the Britannia herself, assisted by the Orion,
and one or two other ships, returned. This was the last of the

battle of Valentine's day ; and at 5 p.m. the British advanced

ships having previously, in compliance with the signal to that

effect, desisted from pursuit, the firing on both sides o asi d.

The damages of the British ships, in a general point of view,

were of very trilling amount. The only ship dismasted was the

Captain: whose foretopma>t, as already related, had been car-

ried away : her hull was also much hit. With respect to the

Colossus, when at 1 h. 30 m. p.m., the Minerre approached to

take her in tow, her assistance was declined, and, the former

1 It app are, however, that, like the 2 See p. 3G. The Guadalnpa frigate had
French admirals, ho kid embarked on joined about an hour b

board a frigate.
3 Log of Southampton; thus confirming

our account.
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having, by 8 r.M., with creditable zeal and alacrity, got up a

topsail yard for a forcyard, and set upon it a treble-reefed fore-

topsail, Captain Murray felt little inclined to have the Colossus

considered as a disabled ship. The Egrnont had received one
shot through the main, and another through the mizen mast

;

and tho Goliath, a shot through her foremast: in both cases

from the two three-deckers belonging to the enemy's lei

division.

The Culloden had her fore and main masts, maintopmast,
several other spars, and the chief of her rigging and sails shot

through. Her boats had been cut to pieces ;
her hull was also

pierced with shot, both above and below water, and the ship, in

consequence, was very leaky. She had likewise one carronade,
and two lower and two second-dock guns dismounted. If wo
add to all this the damage she had previously sustained by
running foul of the Colossus, the Gulloden's state alter the

action may be pronounced to have been the worst in the fleet.

The Blenheim was also much cut up. All her masts, yards,
and bowsprit were more or less wounded. She had received 10f>

round shot in the hull, many of them near the water's edge; and
her two for< mosl ports on the larboard side were knocked into-

one. Nor will this account of her damage be considered extra-

ordinary, when it is known that, at one time during the action,
she had five Spanish ships upon her at once, a three-decker on
her larboard hew. two two-deckers astern, the four-decker do
onher larboard beam, and a second thm -decker on her larboard

quarter.
The loss sustained by the British was comparatively of no

greaf amount, and fell, excepl in the cases of the Egmoni and

CoIobsus, where the damages were the heaviest. The Egrnont
had not a man hurt. The Britannia had one seaman; the

Diadem, one Beaman and one soldier
;
the < lolossui

, four seamen

and one marine; the Barfleur, seven seamen
;
the Goliath, four

seamen and four marines; and the Orion, one midshipman

(Thomas Mansel), six Beam< a, and two marines wounded. The

Victory had one seaman killed, and two seamen and three

rines wounded; the Namur, iwe seamen killed and iivo

wounded
;

and tin Prince Georg . Bev< d s< ami a and one marine

killed, and b©v< d wounded. The Irresistible (on board

of which ship at 5 p.m. Commodore Nelson shitted his broad

pendant), had one Bergeant of marines and four seamen killed,

one lieutenant (Andrew Thompson), one midshipman (William

Balfour), one master's mate (Hugh M'Kinnon), 10 seamen, imd
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marine wounded. The Excellent, her boatswain (Peter
Peffers), eight seamen, and two marines killed, one master's

(Edward Augustus Down), nine seamen, and two marines
wounded. The Culloden, one lieutenant of marines (George A.

Livingstone), seven seann n, and two marines killed, 39 seamen
and eight marines wounded. The Blenheim, 10 seamen and two
soldiers killed, one lieutenant (Edward Libby), one master's

mate (Joseph Wixon, since dead), her boatswain (James Pea-

cock), 39 seamen and seven soldiers wounded. The Captain.
one major of marines (William Xorris), one midshipman (James
Goodeneh), 19 seamen, and three soldiers killed, the commodore

(by a bruise), her boatswain (Mr. Carrington), one midshipman
(Thomas Lund), 49 seamen, and four soldiers wounded; making
a total of 73 killed, and --1 wounded.
The latter number, however, comprised only the badly

wounded
;
a great number of whom died. Tn this case, con-

trary to what is customary, the slightly wounded, or those

deemed so at the date of the despatches, were not allowed to be
included in the returns. One consequence of this was, that

amputations, arising from mortification and other unexpected
changes, were actually undergone by several, who had not been

returned as wounded. In comparing, therefore, the loss in this

general action with that in any other, it will be fair to consider

the total of killed and wounded to have amounted, not to 300,

but. at the least, to 400 men.

According to the Spanish accounts, ten of their ships, exclu-

sive of those captured, suffered materially in the action
;
but. at

its close, not above half the number presented any appearance
of being crippled. The chief of these was the Santisima-Trinidad.

Another, probably, was the Soberano
;
and the Conde-de-Eegla,

Principe-de-Asturias, and Mexicano, three-deckers, having been

the nearest ships to the I -in -dish line, were doubtless more or less

damaged by the hitter's unremitting fire.

• »f the prizes, we are enabled to give a somewhat more parti-

cular account. The Salvador-del-Mundo and San-Ysidro had

each lost all three topmasts ;
the San-Josef her mizenmast

and maintopmast ;
and the San-Nicolas, her foretopmast. All

four ships had ; I innumerable shots in their hulls, and

were very leaky in consequence. The San-Nicolas caught fire

twice after possession had been taken of her
;
but the Captains

firemen, under the direction of Lieutenant Peter Spicer, the

prizemaster, extinguished the flames before they had spread to

any injurious extent.

VOL. II. s
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The loss sustained by the Santisima-Trinidad, according to

the Spanish accounts, amounted to upwards of 200, in killed and

•wounded together. The Salvador-del-Mundo lost five officers,

and 37 artillerists, seamen, and soldiers killed, three officers,

and 121 artillerists, seamen, and soldiers wounded; the San-

Ysidro, 29, including four officers, killed, and 63, including eight

officers, wounded
;

the San-Josef, 46, including two officers,

killed, and 96, including five officers, wounded ;
and the San-

Nicolas, 144, including four officers, killed, and 59, including

eight officers, wounded: making a total, on board the four

prizes alone, of 261 killed, and 342 wounded.

Highly to the discredit of the Spanish government, the

medical and chirurgical chests of the surgeons were deficient of

almost every necessary article. It was fortunate for the poor
wounded men that the British surgeons were as able as they
were willing to remedy the evil.

The addition of the loss alleged to have been sustained by
the Santisima-Trinidad makes a total of 803, in killed and
wounded together. Some loss must undoubtedly have been
sustained by three or four others of Admiral Cordova's ships;

and, could the whole be computed, the amount would probably
fall little short of 1000 men. Even this loss is barely adequate
to the immense quantity of powder and shot reported to have

been expended by the principally engaged British ships.

The Captain expended 146, the Culloden, 170, the Blenheim,

180, and the Prince George, 197, barrels of powder. The

Captain, it is further stated, expended more shot than the

quantity usually supplied to a ship of her class; and, when
round shot or grape wen- wanted for her 32-pounder earronades,
her seamen used seven 9-pound shot as a substitute : a dis-

charge that, at a short distance, must have caused great

slaughter.
Tin' detached and confused state of the Spanish fleet at the

beginning of the attack, and the consequent partial and irregular
manner in which the ships came into action, would render unfair

any statement of comparative force drawn up in the usual

manner; thai is, by confronting the totals on each 6idc. "We

shall simply state that, as the British line consisted of 15, so the

Spanish line (if line it could ever be called) consisted, at first,

of 25, and afterwards of 27 sail, or rat Ik r of 26, one ship having,
as already stated, fled just before the commencement of the

engagement. Those, however, who wish to sec the real force of

the opponent fleets, may ascertain, with sufficient accuracy, the
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guns and men of every British ship, by referring to her class in

the First Annual Abstract. The force of the Spanish ships of the

three classes, 112s, 80s, and 74s, respectively, may be taken,

upon an average, to have been the same as that of the captured
ships ;

of which, as already has appeared, there were two belong-

ing to the first, and one to each of the other classes.

As to the 130-gun ship, of four decks, we shall have no diffi-

culty in showing, as near as will be necessary, what her force-

was. The Santisinia-Trinidad was built at Havana in the year
1769, as a 112-gun ship, similar to the San-Josef or Salvador-

del-Mundo, except probably in possessing rather more breadth
of beam. It appears that, sometime between the commence-
ment of 1793 and the end of 1796, her quarter-deck and fore-

castle were formed into a whole deck, barricades built up along
her gangways, and ports cut through them, so as to make the

total number of 8-pounders on that deck equal in amount to the

>nthe deck next below it. This accounts for 126 guns:
the remaining four, we may suppose, were mounted on the

poop. The Santisima-Trinidad was therefore a flush four-

decker, that exceeded the three-decked 112s in force, only by
fourteen 8-pounders, and four pieces of a still smaller caliber.

The following short Table contains the exact force, in guns
and men, of the four prizes at the time of their capture :

—

—
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hope of success. But Sir John Jervis, relying upon the firmness

of his band, and viewing with the eve of a practised seaman the

loose and disordered stale of the foe, resolved at once to profit

by it : lie rushed on and conquered. That, as usually asserted,

he broke the enemy's line, cannot be said
;
for there was no line

to be broken: an acknowledgment which the gallant admiral

himself was more ready to make than any of his commentators
;

for, in one of his letters relative to some charge that had been

made against a Spanish rear-admiral engaged in the fleet, Sir

John says : "I am ignorant in what part of the Spanish line, if it

can be called one, Moralez served." 1 Sir John, in fact, chose

th-' proper moment for advancing : he had a leader who knew
rot what it was to flinch or hang back; and he had all about

him emulous to follow the example set them by Captain Trou-

bridge.
On the other hand, the very front put on by the British was

enough to sink the hearts of the Spaniards ;
for it is one of the

characteristics of true valour, to daunt by its intrepidity, and to

i to subdue, ere it begins to combat. If the Spaniards were
in confusion at the commencement, they were still more so dm big
the progress of the action. Their ships were so huddled tog<

tber, that, if a shot did not strike one, it was almost sure to

strike another; and many of the ships were unable to lire at all,

without firing, as they frequently did, into their comrades. All

this disorder infused additional confidence into the British
;
and

they "rattled through" the business, more as it' it were a game
of harmless sport, than one in which the hazard tin-own was for

life or death. At length the separated divisions got together,
and the Spanish admiral formed his ships in line. Instantly the

British admiral assembled his scattered ships, and soon formed
tin in in equal, if not better order. Bach party then drew off,

the one to lament, the other to exult, over the occurrences of

the day.
The acknowledged crippled state of the Santisima-Trinidad,

and of on- or t wo other ships of the Spanish fleet, at the close of

the action, renders it doubtful whether more might not have

be* ii done had the British fleet continued in pursuit. Night,
it is true, was coming on; but it was that very night which
would have brought the two fleets nearer to an equality. The

greater the difficulties of manoeuvring, the greater were the

chances in favour of the British
; and, with 12 ships formed as

British ships usually are formed, it is a question whether, when
1 Clarke aiid M'Arthur'sLifcof Nelson, vol. ii., p. 10.
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tin- darkness of a February night added its horrors to the

destructive broadsides of a gallant and well-disciplined, though
numerically interior enemy, the Spanish admiral would not have

abandoned the whole of his crippled ships to the conquerors.

Before we take our final leave of this action, impartiality

demands from as some inquiry into the more immediate causes

which led to the defeat, such as it was. of an enemy, whose cha-

racter for courage has ever been so justly extolled. ( >ne fact is

certain, tha' the crews of the Spanish ships were the most

worthle-s that can be conceived : they were composed of presft d

landmen and soldiers of the new levies, with about 60, or at

mosl lento each ship. Is it necessary to go further?

Can it be surprising that "the poor panic-struck wretches."' in

the words of an intelligent writer. 1 -'when called upon to go
aloft to repair the injured rigging, fell immediately on their

knees, anil in that posture cried out, that they preferred being
sacrificed on tin- Bpot, to performing a duty in the execution of

which they considered death as inevitable.'"

A- a proof, too. of what little use their numerical superiority
of guns was to the Spaniards, four or five of the San-Josefs

quarter-deck guns on the starboard side, which was that chiefly

engaged, were found with their tompions in. Innumerable other

in- t ances might be adduced, to show that their numbers were a

di triment to them rather than an advantage.
Had eight of the 25 ships present in the morning of the

action been left at Carthagena, and the 500 seamen they pro-

bably contained been substituted for twice the number of raw
hands taken from the remaining 17 ships, the Spaniards would,
at least, have made a better stand; and the victory have been

achieved, for achieved it still would have been, at a far greater

expense of lives. British lives are here meant: of Spanish lives,

indeed, many were sacrificed, as the returns of the four captured

ships fully testify. Nor must it be forgotten, how resolutely
those ships were defended. Whatever may have been the

quality of the crews, the courage of the officers was of the true

Castilian stamp. It is with these that the act of surrender

chiefly rests. The disaffected part of the crew may aim badly.

fire slowly, and even skulk from their quarters ; but th<

cannot, without open mutiny, come aft and strike the colour-.

Upon the whole, the victory off Cape St. Vincent, although,

from its consquences as a political event, pre-eminently great,

1 Lieutenant-colonel Drinfewater. See British Flepf, command d by Admiral Sil

hio " Narrative of the Proceedings of the John Jervi:,, K.B.," p. 25.
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from its merits as a naval combat, cannot be considered, espe-

cially when the quantum of effective resistance is taken into the

account, in an equal degree glorious.
The Bnglish accounts, official and otherwise, demand from us

a few words. Sir John Jervis's public letter has been complained
of for its brevity. It is, indeed, both brief and obscure, and
for that reason of very little use to the historian. Therefore, we
must not bear too hard upon the accounts drawn up and pub-
lished by private individuals. Against Admiral Kkins. how-
ever, we have a complaint to make, that applies to nearly all the

cases he records. He suffers his reader to pore over half a

dozen quarto pages of dry tactical matter, and to inspect an

equal number of numerously-figured plates (none of which are i(

be understood at a glance), merely to tell him, that all he has

lead, and all he has looked at, is erroneous: another account,
and another set of plates, are then given, entirely altering the

features of the battle of which he is desirous to give an
account.

If any one was capable of doing justice to the St. Vincent

victory, one might suppose it would be the writer who had been
intrusted by the gallant chief with all his memoranda respecting
it. J»ut we do not hesitate to say. and we appeal to facte for

the truth of our assertion, that Captain Brenton's account of his

patron's action is the most imperfect of any that lias been pub-
lished. Its brevity may explain its incompleteness, but only
renders the more extraordinary its many inaccuracies. That
this writer Bhould be contented with giving a superficial account

is, indeed, mot singular, for lie actually begins by saying,
"The particular details of this memorable day deserve our
serious attention." However, there is no deficiency of decla-

mation, as the following passage will demonstrate: " From this

day the old fashion of counting the ships Oi an enemy's fleet,

and calculating the dispai ty of force, was entirely laid aside.

and a new era maj be said to have commenced in the art of war
at sea." The opponents of Sir John Jervis, it is admitted, were

Spaniards every man of thorn; mid yet it is of Spaniards that

Captain Brenton elsewhere <ays: "There is little credit to be

gained it conquering Buch antagonists."
3 Where an admiral

and a post-captain have failed, s colonel of infantry has in a

great measure succeeded; a id tins. Btrange to say, in drawing
up an account of < battle a1 sea. I 'or our part we cannot but

acknowledge that, although we have discovered some errors in

i Brenton, vol. U.,p
"

Ibid., p. 142.
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it, our difficulties have been greatly smoothed by a reference to

Colonel Drinkwater's pamphlet.

During the night succeeding the action both fleets lay to

repairing their damages; and daybreak on the 15th discovered

them on opposite tacks, each formed in line of battle ahead.

Although possessing the weather-gage, the Spaniards made no
serious attempt to renew the action. We say, no serious

attempt, because, at about 2 h. 30 m. p.m., the Spanish fleet did

bear down, formed in order of battle, to the number, including
the crippled ships, of 21 sail of the line, besides the Santisima-

Trinidad. at a great distance off, in tow by a frigate. No sooner,

however, did the British fleet, with the Captain in tow, and the

Colossus and Culloden scarcely in a state to keep the line, haul

its wind, than the Spaniards, very complaisantly, did the same.

Had the latter persevered in their advance, it was the intention

of Sir John Jervis, as given out in orders, to destroy the captured

ships. Fortunately for the credit of the victory, this alterna-

tive was not resorted to, and the four prizes were preserved.
On the 16th, at about 3 p.m., the British fleet and prizes an-

chored in Lagos bay, Portugal. Shortly afterwards Sir John
detached Captain Velterers CornewaU Berkeley, with the

Impounder frigates- Emerald and Minerve, 12-pounder frigate

r, and sloops Bonne-Citoyenne and Baven, to look after the

Santisima-Trinidad, which, it was known, had separated from

her fleet in tow of a frigate.

On the 20th, at 3 p.m., Cape St. Vincent bearing about north-

north-west distant 27 leagues, and the wind blowing strong from

the east-south-east, these three frigates and two sloops were

fortunate enough to descry the object of their pursuit in the

east by north, under her mainsail, with a jury mizenmast, being
towed by a frigate. A brig was also seen in company. The
British squadron, by signal from the commodore, made sail in

Immediately on observing this, the Spanish frigate east

off the four-decker, set all sail, and stood to the westward. At
5 h. 30 m., by the Emerald's log, the signal was made to prepare
for battle : and at 6 p.m., by the log- of the Minerve, the Spanish

ship was distant from her three miles. At this time—but, lei U8

take the words from the log of the commodore's ship :
" Made

the signal to keep sight of the enemy, or make known their

motions by day or night ; only, being answered by the Minerve,
wore ship to the northward."

Soon after this extraordinary step was taken, the British

12-pounder 32-gun frigate Terpsichore, Captain L'ichard Bowen.
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joined company. Still the heads of the British frigates wore

kept to the northward, and the Santisima-Trinidad was soon

out of sight. Even the Spanish frigate effected her escape ;
hut

not so the brig: the latter, at 6 a.m. nn the 21st, was brought to

by the Minerve, and proved to be a deep-laden Danish brig from

1 Barcelona to Cadiz
;
a prize of course, and, we believe, a valuable

one.

Let us see how a contemporary handles this affair.
"
Captain

Berkeley did not think it right to attack her (the four-decker),
and recalled Cockburn in the Minerve ami Foote of the Niger,

just as the former of these officers was about to bring her t<>

close action. Captain Berkeley was much censured fir his appa-
rent want of resolution, but Cockburn gave the commander-in-
chief so fair and impartial an account of the whole transaction,
as to convince him that Captain Berkeley had acted with no

more than becoming prudence. We may however be permitted
to regret that the circumstance ever happened."

1

Coupling this apologetical account with the entry in the Eme-
rald's log, as to the omission of a part of the squadron to answer
the signal to keep sight of the enemy, we are bound to consider

that some such reason did induce Captain Berkeley to discon-

tinue the chase. Why, then, did he not bring the captains of the

Niger, Bonne-Citoyenne, and Raven, to a court-martial for their

disobedience? AVe are persuaded, however, that the Niger was
as ready to attack as the Minerve; and we believe that the

Raven brig had just before parted company: hence, in this view
of the case, the lloune-Citoycnne was the only ship whose com-
mander evinced a reluctance to unite with three frigates in

keeping sight of an enemy's crippled first-rate. Had the Bonne-

Citoyenne been a frigate like the Emerald or the Minerve, her
del. i-tioii tnighl have been worth counting upon ;

but she was a

ship of only 20 guns. Opon the whole this was a sad business.

Let us therefore hasten to relate a tact, that will operate as a
tar better comment upon Captain Berkeley's behaviour than

anything we, or any one else, can say.
We mentioned that, towards the close of this discreditable

rencontre, a frigate joined company. Here, even upon Captain
Berkeley's own Bhowing, was a frigate of equal force to the one

complained of; and yet no effort, that we can discover, was made
to renew the pun-nit of the retreating enemy. The Terpsichore
soon afterwards parted company, and was cruising alone

;
whe-

ther, with the intention, single-handed, of seeking an enemy's
1
Breiiton, vol. ii., p. 155.
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ship, which three frigates, two of them heavier than herself, hud
declined to follow, we cannot say; but we will say that, if there

was any officer in the British navy who would undertake so bold
and perilous an enterprise, it was Captain Richard Bowen.
On the 28th, at 7 p.m., Cape Span 1 1 bearing east-north-east

distant 23 leagues, by accident we must suppose, the very San-

tisima-Trinidad, so avoided, as she was striving to regain the

coast, from which she had been driven by a gale, was fallen in

with by the Terpsichore. On the 1st of March, at daylight, the

strange ship was descrii d in the east-south-east, at the distance

of about three miles. Instantly the British frigate cleared for

action, and at 9 a.m. bore down towards the enemy; whose four

decks and dismasted state made her known at once to Captain
Bowen as the ship from which his friends had retreated.

At 1<> a.m. the Terpsichore brought to and began engaging
the Spanish first-rate, and so manoeuvred as to keep tolerably
dear of the broadside of the latter: who had therefore no guns
but her chasers, wherewith to requite the temerity of her pigmy
foe. At half-] ast midnight the Terpsichore ceased firing, and
commenced making new wads and filling powder, as well as

repairing her running-rigging and sails, which had been much
cut by the four-decker's shot. The frigate sustained no loss;
but it was afterwards reported, that the Santisima- Trinidad had
nine men killed and several wounded by the Terpsichore.
On the 2nd, at 8 a.m., the Santisima-Trinidad bore from the

frigate south-west-half-south distant about six miles, the wind
then at north-north-east. Captain Bowen continued to keep
company with his opponent until noon; when, Cape Spartel

bearing south-east-halt'-south distant eight or nine leagues, 12

sail of Spanish men of war, part of Admiral Cordova's fleet,

hove in sight to the northward. On this the Terpsichore made
sail in an opposite direction, and anchored on the 4th in Tangier
bay. The Santisima-Trinidad afterwards put into Algesiras;
whence, on being partially refitted, she set sail for Cadiz, and,
towards the end of the month, reached that port in safety.

< »f

this spirited skirmish between a British 12-pounder frigate and
a Spanish first-rate, we shall say no more than that, whether or

not Captain Berkeley's conduct deserved a court-martial, I

tain Bowen' s conduct deserved the public thanks of the com-
mander-in-c:

While the British fleet lay at Lagos bay, the Spanish prison re

received from the four prizes, numbering about 3000, were

landed
; and, a receipt being first given for them by the proper
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officer, were allowed to remain on shore. On the 23rd, after

experiencing the tail of a gale of wind which, had it blown

home, would probably have forced several of the ships on shore,

Sir John departed; and, in five days afterwards, arrived in

safety at Lisbon. Hero it was remarked, that the four prizes,

under their jury-masts, and poorly manned as they necessarily

were, beat all the English ships in working into the Tagus.
If the inhabitants of Lisbon were unbounded, and they had

reason to be sincere, in their congratulations at the victory, the

state of general feeling, on the first promulgation of the news in

England, the land of the conquerors, may be readily conceive id.

Our business is merely to relate, that Sir John Jervis was created

a peer of Great Britain, by the titles of Baron Jervis of Meaford,
and Earl of St. Vincent, with a pension of 3000/. per annum.
Vice-admiral Thompson, and Bear-admiral William Barker were
created baronets

;
and the remaining vice-admiral was appointed

to a lucrative post abroad. Commodore Nelson, he who in his

own person had proved (and how often had he proved?) that the

danger of a bold enterprise required only to be met to be over-

come, received the insignia of the Bath, and, from the city of

London, its freedom, suitably presented. The thanks of both

houses of parliament were voted to the fleet
;
and gold emble-

matic medals, as on similar occasions, were distributed to all the

flag-officers and captains. When the medal was offered to Cap-
tain Collingwood, he refused it until he should receive one for

the 1st of June, in which action he declared he had equally
done his duty : the medal was accordingly sent to him, with an

apology for its having been delayed.
1

Of the first-lieutenants of the different Iine-of-battle ships

present in this action, the following, we believe, is a correct list :

William Selby, Victory; Valentine Collard, Britannia; John

Bligh, Barflcur; Robert Campbell, Blenheim; Robert Williams,
Brince George ;

James Mash, Namur; Edward I lerry, Captain ;

William Collis, Goliath; John Mortimer, Excellent; Janus
Barker, Orion; Richard Prater, Colossus; Anslem John Grif-

fiths, Cnlloden ;
William Bevians, [rresistible

; George Burdett,

Egmont; and Benry Edward Reginald linker. Diadem. The
whole of these, we believe, were promoted to the rank of com-
manders, [f we speak doubtfully in this case, it is to be attri-

buted to the strange custom, prevalent in those days, of omitting
to make public the promotion of any naval officer unless it bo to

the rank of admiral
;
while an ensign, belonging to the most

1 Brenton, vol. li., p. 155.
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insignificant militia regiment or volunteer association in the

kingdom, bad the satisfaction of seeing his name recorded in the

first London Gazette after the date of his commission.

The four Spanish prizes were commissioned and retained in

service on the Lisbon station, and did not arrive at Plymouth
until October. Only one of them, the San-Josef, became of any
value as a cruising-ship. She was built in 1783

;
the Salvador-

del-Mundo, in 1787; the San-Nicolas, in 1709; and the San-

Ysidro. in the year previous. The billowing are the principal

dimensions of the two three-deckers; to which are subjoined

those of the "Ville-de-Paris, as the largest English-built ship of

the period, and those of the Victory, as the largest English ship

present in the action :
—

Ships.

San-Josef ....
i i.jr-del-Mundo

-de-Paris . .

Victory

th of
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Paris, and, with 21 sail of the line, proceeded direct for Cadiz :

where lay the Spanish fleet, now all assembled, and numbering,
with the ships previously in port, 26 sail <>f the line.

The British admiral continued cruising off < !adiz from the 4th of

April to the 19th of May ; on which day Sir John anchored the

fleet in such a position as effectually to block up the port. On the

29th of June the number of Spanish ships of the line, reported

ready for sea in the harbour, was 28 ; all of which, as far as sol-

diers could supply the deficiency of seamen, were fully manned.

With the view of provoking Admiral Massaredo to attempt

putting to sea, and also perhaps, as a contemporary observes,
"to employ the minds of the seamen and divert them from follow-

ing the mischievous example of the ships in England,"
1 Earl St.

Vincent resolved to bombard the town of Cadiz. On the night
of the 3rd of July, everything being in readiness, the Thunder

bomb-vessel, Lieutenant John Gourly, covered by the gun-boats,

launches, and barges of the fleet, under the orders of Rear-

admiral Sir Horatio Nelson, who commanded the advanced or

in-shore squadron, took her station near the tower of San-Se-

bastian, and within 2500 yards of the walls of the town; then

containing a garrison of upwards of 4000 men, and protected on

the bay-side by 70 pieces of cannon and eight large mortars.

The Thunder commenced throwing her shells, with great pre-

cision; but the large or 13| inch mortar was soon discovered to

have been materially injured by its former services. The safety

of the bomb-vessel requiring that she should be immediately
withdrawn out of gun-shot, the Goliath 74, Captain Thomas

Foley, Terpsichore frigate, Captain Richard Bowen, and Fox
cutter. Lieutenant John Gibson, kept under sail, to afford her

the necessary protection.

The retreat of the Thunder was the signal for a number ot

Spanish gun boats and armed launches to sally forth, in hopes
to capture her. These were m< t by a similar description of

force, led by Bear-admiral Nelson. The Spanish commandant,
Don Miguel Tyrason, attempted in Ids barge, with a crew of

26 men, to carry the comparatively small boat in which the

Rear-admiral, with \'< hands besides himself, was pushing into

the thickest of the fire. A hand-to-hand scuffle ensued, in which
both commanders took a conspicuous personal part. At length
Don Miguel Tyrason, having had IK of his men killed, and him-

self and all the remainder wounded, was compelled to surrender.

After this, the Spaniards were driven and pursued to the walls

1 Brcnton, vol. ii., p. 231.
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of Cadiz; leaving in the possession of the British two mortar-

boats and the commandant's launch, with several prisoners.

The loss of the British, in this smart affair, amounted to one

killed and 20 wounded; including, among the latter, Captain
Thomas Francis Fremantle, who had accompanied Rear-admiral

Nelson in his barge, slightly, three lieutenants (William Selby,

Ville-de-Paris, Henry Nathaniel Rowe, Diadem, and Gregory
Grant, Prince George), one master's mate (Hugh Pearson, Bar-

flenr), one midshipman (Robert Tooley, Prince George), and

John Sykes, a seaman, severely, in the act of defending tin-

person of the Rear-admiral, to whom he was cockswain. When
the brave meets the brave, the conquered party is sure to find

a eulogist. Hence, Sir Horatio Nelson, in his official despatch,

begs to be permitted to express his admiration of Don Miguel

Tyrason. and declares that the latter's resistance was such as

to honour a brave officer.

The night of the 5th was chosen by Bear-admiral Nelson for

ond bombardment of Cadiz. < >n this occasion three bomb-

vessels, the Thunder, Terror, and Strombolo, were most judi-

ciously placed by the master of the Ville-de-Paris, Mr. Bartho-

lomew Jackson; the covering ships being the Theseus 74,

Captain Ralph Willett Miller
;
and the frigates Terpsichore and

Emerald, the latter, upon the very judicious retirement of Cap-

tain Berkeley, now commanded by Captain John Waller. The

bombardment produced considerable effect, both in the town and

among the shipping: so much so, that early on the following

morning, to avoid a repetition of it, ten sail of the line, includ-

ing the flag-ships of Admirals Massaredo and Gravina, warped
with much precipitation out of shell range. The British and

Spanish gun-boats encountered each other, as on the first night.

The loss sustained by the British, did not, however, exceed

three seamen killed, and one captain of marines (Thomas Old-

field Theseus i. two lieutenants (John Collins, Victory, and John

Hornsey, Seahorse, who greatly distinguished himself), twe

midshipmen (John Collier, Theseus, and John Stephenson,

Audacious), and 11 seamen and marines wounded. The loss on

the part of the Spaniards was probably much greater, but could

not be ascertained.

On the night of the 8th Bear-admiral Nelson meditated a

third bombardment of the town, under his own immediate direc-

tion; but, fortunately for the Spaniards, the wind blew so strong

down the bay, that the bomb-vessels could not be got in time to

the intended point of attack. The second bombardment was
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represented to hare levelled several houses
;
a circumstance to

be regretted, and yet not well to be avoided, considering that

the legitimate object of the bombardment, the shipping, lay so

close to the town.

The rumoured arrival at Santa-Cruz, in the island of Teneriffe,
of a richly freighted Manilla ship, and the represented vulnera-

bility of the town and shipping to a well-conducted sea-attack,
induced Earl St. Vincent to detach a force in order to attempt
bringing out the galleon. Before, however, we enter upon the

details of this cutting-out service, another in the same quarter
is, by priority of date, entitled to our attention.

On tie 28th of .May, in the afternoon, the British frigates

Lively, Captain Benjamin Hall. .well, and Minerve, Captain
George. Cockburn, standing into the bay of Santa-Cruz, disco-

vered at anchor in the road an armed brig, which, as the frigate

approached, hoisted French colours. The two captains deeming
it practicable to cut the vessel out, the boats of the frigates, on
the following day, the 29th, were manned, and placed under the

orders of Lieutenant Thomas Masterton Hardy of the Minerve,
as the senior lieutenant. At about 2 h. 30 m. p.m. Lieutenant

Hardy, supported by Lieutenant Loftus Otway Bland, Harry
Hopkins, and John Bushby, and Lieutenant Robert Bulkley of

the marines, belonging to the Lively, and by Lieutenants William
Hall Gage and Thomas James Maling, of the Minerve, and their

respective boats' crews, made a most resolute attack upon the

brig, as she lay at anchor
;
and in the face of a smart lire of

musketry, boarded, and almost immediately carried her. This

alarmed the town, and a heavy fire of artillery and musketry
was opened upon the brig, as well from every part of the gar-

rison, as from a large ship that lay in the road. The lightness

of the wind retarded the weighing ofthe anchor, and then made
it m for the boals to take the brig iii tow.

During the space of nearly an hour, an unremitting fire was

kept up from the shore and ship. \t Length, at a little before

4 p.m., Lit ut> mint Hardy and his gallant comrades brought safe

out of gun-shot the French brig-corvette Mutine, mounting 14

guns. I'_' of them long 6-pounders, and the remaining two brass

36-pounder carronades. Eer complement was 135; but the

Mutine, when the attack commenced, had on board only 113

a, the remainder, with their commander, capitaine de fregate

Zavier Pommier, being on shore. In effecting this enterprise,

15 ot Lieutenant Hardy's party, including himself and midship-
man John Edgar, were wounded, but none killed. Beinc: a
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remarkably fine brig of 349 tons, the Mutine was immediately

put in commission by Karl St. Vincent, and the command of her

given, very properly, to the officer who led the party that so

gallantly cut her out
Now for the expedition to capture the galleon. If the follow-

ing description of the place, in which she was supposed to be, is

accurately given, there was certainly in some quarter a great

misconception of the probable difficulties of the enterprise.
" Of

all places which ever came under our inspection," says Captain

Brenton,
" none we conceive is more invulnerable to attack, or

more easily defended, than Teneriffe. The island, like most of

its neighbours, is a volcanic production, consisting of mountains,

ravines, rocks, and precipices. The bay of Santa-Cruz affords

no shelter for shipping ; the shore is nearly a right line, and the

bank so steep that no anchorage can be found beyond the dis-

tance of half a mile, and that in 45 fathoms water; the beach,
from north to south, is one continued series of broken masses of

loose rock, and round, smooth stones, either rendered so by
friction, or slippery from sea-weeds

;
on this a perpetual surf

breaks, rendering the landing at all times difficult, except at the

mole or pier of Santa-Cruz. To these obstacles there is another,

which Nelson experienced in its fullest force: Teneriffe, like all

other mountainous coimtries, is liable to calms, sudden squalls,

and violent gusts of wind, which, rushing down the ravines, fre-

quently take a ship's topmast over the side without a moment's

warning."
'

On the loth of July, the following ships, one of which, the

Terpsichore, did not join till the next day, and another, the

Leander, not until several days afterwards, were placed under

the orders of Eear-admiral Nelson :
—

Gnn-ehip.
Rear-admiral (b.) Sir Horatio Nelson, K.B.

Captain Ralph Willett Jliller.

Thomas Troubridge.
74

Theseus

Culloden

Zealous

50 Leander

Gun-frigate
38 Seahorse

36 Emerald

32 Terpsichore
Cut. Fox .

tar-boat.

In about five days the squadron arrived off the island of Tene-

riffe. Every arrangement that sound judgment could devise

1 Brenton, vol. ii., p. 234.

, , Samuel Hood.

, ,
Thomas Boulden Thompson.

, ,
Thomas Francis Fremantle.

, ,
John Waller.

, , Richard Bowen.
Lieutenant John Gibson.
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having been completed, 200 seamen and marines from each of

the three line-of-battle ships, and half of the number from each

of the three frigates, exclusive of commissioned officers and

servants, and a small detachment of royal artillery, the whole

together amounting to about loOO or 1050 men, were placed
under the orders of Captain Troubridge; each captain, under

his direction, commanding the detachment of seamen from his

own ship, and Captain Thomas Oldfield of the marines, as the

senior marine officer, the entire detachment from that corps.

On the night of the 20th the three frigates, accompanied by the

cutter and mortar-boat, and most of the boats of the squadron,
stood close in, to land the men, and try to gain possession of a

fort at the north-east side of the bay, and within gun-shot of the

town
;
whence a summons was to be sent to the governor. But

a strong gale of wind in the offing, and a strong current against
them near the shore, prevented the boats from reaching the

intended point of debarkation. On the 22nd, at about 3 h.

30 m. a.m., the three line-of-battle ships bore up for Santa-Cruz,

and, soon after daylight, were joined by the frigates and small-

craft ; whose unavoidable appearance off the coast had given to

the islanders the very warning it was so desirous they should

not have.

A consultation of the principal officers now decided that an

attack should be made on the heights immediately over the fort

already mentioned, and that, from that commanding position,

the British seamen and marines should storm and end* avonr to

carry the fort itself. At 9 p.m. the frigates anchored in Bhore,

off the east end of the town, and landed their men; but the

latter, finding the heights too strongly guarded to be attempted,
re-embarked in the course of the night, withoul loss. The three

line-of-battle ships, meanwhile, had kept under way, to batter

the fort, by way of causing a diversion, but, owing to calms and

contrary currents, were unable to approach nearer than three

miles.

Not being one to abandon an enterprise until after a stout,

struggle to accomplish it, Nelson resolved yel to bring his band

of hardy fellows in contact with the Santa-Cruz garrison. On
the -ltli the Leander, Captain Thompson, who had onlyarrived
at Cadiz from Lisbon on the i-th, joined the squadron. The
local experience ol her captain, and the accession of force in her

marines, gave additional hopes to the rear-admiral, and those

engaged with him in the perilous, and, at present, not very

auspicious undertaking.
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At 5 p.m., everything being in readiness, the squadron
anchored to the north-eastward of the town

;
the line-of-battle

ships within six or eight miles, the frigates within two, as if in-

truding to disembark their men in that direction. But this was

only a feint; the mole head was to be the rendezvous of the

boats. At 11 r.M. about 700 seamen and marines embarked in

the boats of the squadron, 180 more on board the Fox cutter,
and about 7.". on board a large provision-boat that had just been

captured ; numbering, with a small detachment of royal artillery,

about 1100 men. The different detachments of seamen, under

the immediate command of their respective captains, the marines

under Captain Oldtield, the artillery under Lieutenant Baynes,
and the whole force, commanded by the rear-admiral in person,

pushed off from the squadron. Every precaution had been

taken to keep the boats together, in order that the attack might
be simultaneous; but the rough state of the weather, and the

extreme darkness of the night, rendered a close union next to

impossible.
At about lh. 30 m. a.m. on the 25th the Fox cutter, attended

by the rear-admiral's boat and three or four others, including
the two in which Captains Fremantle and Bowen had embarked,
reached undiscovered, within half-gun shot of the mole head :

when, suddenly, the alarm bells began to ring, and a fire opened
from 30 or 40 pieces of cannon and a strong body of troops sta-

tioned along the shore. Two shots raked the Fox, and a third

struck her between wind and water
; whereby she instantly

viuk. and unfortunately 07 of the brave fellows that were on
board met a watery grave. Among the number was her com-

mander, Lieutenant Gibson. Another shot struck the rear-

admiral on the elbow, jiist as he was drawing his sword and

stepping out of the boat. It completely disabled him, and he
was carried back to his ship. A third shot went through and
Bank the boat in which Captain Bowen had embarked : whereby

\i n or eight seamen perished. In spite of all this opposition,
the British effected a landing ;

and stormed and carried the mole

head, notwithstanding it was defended by 300 or 400 men, and
six 24-pounders. Having spiked these, the men were about to

advance, when a heavy fire of musketry and grape-shot, from tne

citadel and the houses near the mole head, mowed them down

by scores. Here the gallant Captain Richard Bowen and his

first-lieutenant met each a glorious death ; and here, indeed, fell

nearly the whole of the party, by death or wounds.

Meanwhile, the boat of Captain Tronbridge, being unable to

vol,, ii. r
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iiit the mole, had pushed on shore, under a battery close to tho

southward of the citadel. Captain "Waller's and a few other

boats landed at the same time
;
but the surf was so high, that

many of the boats put back, and all that did not, were full of

water in an instant, the very ammunition in the men's pouches
being wetted and spoiled. Captain Troubridge, as soon as he

had collected a few men, advanced with Captain "Waller to the

prado, or great square of the town, the appointed place of ren-

dezvous on shore, in the hope of there meeting Rear-admiral

Nelson, and Captains Thompson, Fremantle, Bowen, and their

men; but who, as before related, had been already killed.

< Saptain Troubridge now sent a sergeant, with two gentlemen of

the town, to summon the citadel ; but, although the sergeant

(since supposed to have been shot in his way thither) did not

return, and the non-receipt of an answer implied a negative, yet
the loss of the scaling-ladders in the surf rendered impracticable

any attempt to put in force the threatened alternative. After

waiting an hour, Captain Troubridge marched to join Captains
Hood and Miller

; who, with a small body of men, had made

good their lam ling to the south-west of the spot at which he

had landed. By daybreak the survivors of Captain Troubridge's

party amounted to about 340; consisting of about 80 marines,
80 pikemen, and 180 seamen with small arms. Having procured
some ammunition from the Spanish prisoners, this little band

jolved t" try what could be done with the citadel without

ladders; but they soon found the whole of the streets com-
manded by field-pieces, and "upwards of 8000 Spaniards," with

100 Frenchmen, under arms, approachingby every avenue. The
boats being all stove, no possibility existed of receiving a rein-

forcement. The ammunition, too, except the Little taken from

the persons of the prisoners, was wei
;
and the provisions had

shared the fate of the boats. Under these circumstances,

Captain Troubridge thought it besl to send Captain Hood with

a flag of truce to the governor, expressing bis determination to

burn the town, much as it would be to his regret, it' the Spanish
forces approached one inch farther, and enclosing terms of

capitulation, to the following effect :—That the British troops
,]d In allowed to re-embark, with their arms, and take their

boats, if saved, or be provided with others
;
and Captain Trou-

bridge engaged, in case of compliance, that the ships then

ore the town should not further molest it, nor attack anyone
of the Canary islands.

Captain Hood waited upon the Spanish governor, Don Juan-
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Antonio (Jutteri, with the message. The governor was astonished
to receive such a proposal from men whom he had already con-
sidered as in hie power; but, nevertheless, he acceded to the

terms. Captain Troubridge, accordingly, marched to the mole
head

;
and then, with his men, embarked on board boats fur-

nished by the Spaniards. The governor, being determined to

end the thin-- as he had begun it, supplied each of the retreating
invaders with a ration of biscuit and wine

;
and directed that

those of the British who were wounded should be received into

the hospital. Moreover, he caused to bo intimated to Rear-

admiral Nelson, that he was at liberty to send on shore for, and

purchase, whatever refreshments the squadron, during its stay
off the island, might require.
Thus ended an expedition, of which the only advantages were

the proofs it afforded of, what few had previously been inclined

to dispute, the valour and intrepidity of British seamen; while,
in addition to the dishonour of a defeat, there was the melan-

choly loss which it entailed upon the country. That loss

amounted to, one captain (Richard Bowen), four lieutenants

(John Wcatherhead, Theseus, George Thorpe, Terpsichore, Wil-

liam Earnshaw, Leander, and John Gibson, Fox) two lieutenants

of marines (Baby Robinson, Leander, and "William Bashain.

Emerald), 23 seamen, and 1-i marines killed; Bear-admiral

Nelson (right arm amputated), two captains (Thomas Francis

Fremantle and Thomas Boulden Thompson), one lieutenant

(John Douglas), one midshipman (Robert Watts), 85 seamen,
and 15 marines wounded; 97 seamen and marines drowned,
and five missing: total, 141 killed and drowned, 105 wounded,
and five missing ;

a loss which did not fall very short of in

the total number, and much exceeded in officers of rank and

value, that which had won the battle of Cape St. Vincent.
In noticing the loss of Captain Richard Bowen, the rear

admiral, in his despatch, emphatically adds, "than whom a,

more enterprising, able, and gallant officer does not grace his

majesty's naval service." This eulogy from Xelson did more
to ennoble the object, than the mere act of conferring an order

of knighthood: and yet Captain Bowen had undoubtedly meri t( d

one long before he met his death under the walls of Santa-

Cruz. 1 Both Earl St. Vincent and Rear-admiral Xelson strongly

importuned Earl Spencer, then at the head of the admiralty, on

the subject of a monument to Captain Bowen's memory. Xelson,

1 See vol. i., p. 403.
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in his usual energetic manner, writes Earl St. Vincent thus:
'• Why is not a monument voted in St. Paul's, to perpetuate the

memory of the gallanl Bowen? I put it strongly to Earl

Spencer. If you have an opportunity, pray express my sur-

prise, that no mention has been made of him in either house of

parliament," But on the plea that the affair in which Captain
Bowen had perished -was a failure, this customary tribute of a

nation's gratitude to her heroes was withheld : a plea, how-

ever, that, in the ease of Captain James Cornwall of the Marl-

borough, who fell in February, 1744, was not allowed to in-

terfere.

Not all the efforts of the British admiral off Cadiz could pre-
vent the seeds of mutiny from spreading among his ships. The
crews of two or three became extremely turbulent ; but at

length, by active measures, the ringleaders were seized. On
their trial by court-martial, three were sentenced to suffer

death, and the sentence was ordered to be executed on board the

St. George, where the disaffection had first shown itself. The
crew, on the arrival of the prisoners onboard, drew up a remon-
strance in their favour, and begged of Captain Shuldham Peard

to intercede in their behalf with the commander-in-chief.

The captain assented, and laid their remonstrance before Karl

Si. Vincent. The admiral's answer was, that he considered the

Bentence of the court-martial convicting the prisoners to be
founded upon solid justice and imperious necessity ;

and conse-

quently, that In- could not think of retracting the sanction which
lie had given to it.

On learning the ill success of their remonstrance, the crew
of the St. George manifested strong symptoms of disaffection.

Their condud was not unobserved by Captain Peard, who took

the precaution to watch their movements. One of the seamen,
who was well acquainted with their designs, informed his cap-

tain, that the men had entered into a resolution to seize the

ship, depose tin' officers, and liberate their condemned com-

panions; and thai tin- evening previous to the day appointed
for carrying the Bentence into execution, was the time fixed for

putting their plan in force. Captain I 'card observing the crew
assembled in the waist, approached and addressed them to the

following i Heet :

"
I am perfectly aware of your intentions, and

shall oppose them at the risk of my life. You have determined

to oppose the authority of your officers. I am resolved to do

my duty, and to enforce strict obedience to my orders. I am
sensible that you are, for the most part, tic victims of delusion
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T know the ringleaders, and do not hesitate to avow my inten-

tion of bringing thera to justice. I command you to dispt rs<

and to return to your duty."

Finding that this address did not produce the desired effect,

Captain Peard and his first-lieutenant, John Hatley. rushed

amidst the crowd, resolutely seized two of the people, whom he

knew to be the promoters of the conspiracy, dragged them out

by main force and put them in irons, without experiencing any

opposition from the crew. The determined courage of Captain
don this occasion produced such an effect upon the crew

rally, that order was immediately restored and the men re-

turned to their duty.
On the next morning, the 7th. the three mutineers, already

mentioned as condemned, were hanged at the foreyard-arm of

the St. < reorge ;
and on the 9th the two belonging to that ship,

having on the preceding day been tried and convicted, were

v cuted in a similar manner. For his very spirited and exem-

plary conduct. Lieutenant Hatley was soon afterwards promoted
to the rank of commander.

Fxcept for a few weeks at the commencement of the present

year, when Commodore Nelson was on his passage from the isle

of Elba, and again at its close, when a small squadron, as we
shad presently see, was sent to Algiers, scarcely a British

cruiser was to be met with to the eastward of Gibraltar. Pre-

viously to any mention of the advantages which France derived

from the undisturbed egress and regress of her Toulon fleet, we
will briefly advert to her recent territorial and other acquisitions

along the shores of the Mediterranean.

The numerous and brilliant successes of the extraordinary

man, who was at the head of her armies, had compelled, first

tin- Tope, and tli'n Austria, to sue for peace; and the treaty
with the latter, which was begun at Leoben on the 18th of July,

IT'.'T. and concluded at Campo Formio on the 17th of October

following, gave to France, among other territories and advan-

the wh>>lc of the Austrian Netherlands: also Corfu,

/'ante. Cephalonia, and the remaining Venetian islands in that

part of the Adriatic: while Austria was allowed to possess, in

return, Istria, Dahnatia, with all the Venetian islands in the.

Adriatic, lying to the north-west of the gulf of Lodrino: also

the city of Venice, which the troops of France had entered and

seized on the Nth of May, with a large portion of the dominion

<>f that celebrate 'I republic, whose existence thusterminated after

a lapse of 14 centuries. < »n the Gth of June the republic of Genoa



70 BRITISH AND FRANCO-SPANISH FLEETS. [1797.

also ceased to exist, and, under the name of Liguria, became a

sovereignty of France.

Early in the month of June, which was some -weeks before

the order to disarm the French ships issued from the then domi-

nant faction at Paris, Rear-admiral Brueys, by the orders of

General Buonaparte, sailed from Toulon, with a squadron of six

sail of the line and several frigates, bound to Corfu. Here the

admiral found and took possession of six Venetian 64-gun ships,

and six frigates. These were exclusive of three G4s and three

frigates building at Venice, and exclusive also of 10 or 12 cor-

vettes and 18 galleys lying in that harbour.1 On the 13th

of June, which was a few days after the departure of Admiral

Brueys, several transports laden with troops and provisions,

and escorted by some frigates under the command of Captain

Guillaume-Francois-Joseph Bourde, also (putted Toulon, and

on the 28th arrived at Corfu; where, soon afterwards, with the

assistance of General Gentili and his army, the whole of the

Seven Islands (subsequently known by the name of the Ionian

Islands) were taken possession of and garrisoned. The names
of the islands were retained

;
but the names of the ships General

Buonaparte, by an assumption of power to which the directory

subsequently gave their sanction, changed to those of the prin-

cipal g« nerals killed, and battles fought, in his campaign against

Italy.

On the 16th of November, which was about the time that

Bear-admiral Brueys returned to Toulon from the Mediterranean

cruise. Earl St. Vincent detached from the British fleet, then

lying in the Tagus, the 50-gun ship Leander, Captain Thomas
Boulden Thompson, the Barmadryad frigate, and a sloop of

war. to Algiers, to settle some dispute with the dey; a service

which Captain Thompson executed to the approbation of th<

admiral. About this time a small British Bquadron, associated

with five Porta ail of the line, cruised off ' 'adiz and in the

neighbourhood of the straits, to prevenl the French ships at

Toulon, or the few Spanish ones a1 Carthagena, from effecting

a junction, if such was their object, with the fleet of Admiral

Massaredo al • 'adiz.

The concessions made by government to the seamen of the

Channel fleet necessarily comprehending the whole British navy,
it was justly considered, thai any lurking disaffection that

might exisi in deta< quarters of it, would disappear, tho

instant the ben< lit-, of which all were to partake, became gene-
' Victoircs et Oonqu6teB, tome viii., pp. l 36, 274.
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rally known. Hence a mutiny that had broken out at Sheer-

aa on the 10th of May was expected to subside of itself, when

the accounts of what had occurred at Portsmouth on the 1.3th

should have reached the malcontents. Unfortunately the new.-.

seemed to fan, rather than extinguish the flame: and, by tin

•JOth of the month, many of the ships lying at the Nore, and

soon afterwards, nearly the whole of those belonging to the

Xorth-sea fleet, hoisted the flag of defiance. The complaints of

the Portsmouth mutineers having been, for the most part,

founded on justice, the sympathy of the nation went with them
;

and Tory few persons throughout the kingdom did or could

grudge the additional allowances, (many of them a mere ex-

ehange of the real for the nominal,) which the British sailor,

alter a hard struggle, got permanently secured to him. On tin

other hand, the mutineers at Sheemess and Yarmouth had no

solid, nor even plausible ground of complaint. They appear to

have been actuated by a mere mischief-making spirit, with

scarcely a knowledge of the object they had in view. The

nation, tin refore, although it naturally felt some alarm at the

magnitude and growing extent of this second eruption, came at

once to the resolution of making a firm stand against it; a

resolution that instantly rid the evil of more than half the terrors

which its firsi appearance had inspired.

The same motives that actuated us in abridging the details of

the Portsmouth mutiny, operate, in full force, on the present

occasion. And if we decline, anymore than we can avoid, to

mention by name the individual ships whose crews were disaf-

fected, it is because the mere naming of a ship, as connected

with so disgraceful a proceeding, may tend to cast an undeserved

stigma on a, future ship of the same name, or even on the same

ship, with a new and very differently dispo-nl ship's company.
The mutineers at Sheerness, in imitation of those at Spithead,

chose two delegates from every ship, but went further, by ap-

pointing, as a president over them, a man ofthe name of Richard

Parker. < In board each ship was also a committee, consisting

of twelve men, who decided, as well upon all affairs relative to

the internal management of the ship, as upon the merits of the

respective del gates. On the 20th of May the seamen pr< pared

a statement, which they required Yice-admiral Charles Buckner,

whose flag Q board the 90-gon ship Sandwich, to transmit

without delay to the admiralty. AVitb the terras of it, they

peremptorily demanded compliance, as the only condition on

which they would return to obedience. The statement con-
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tabled as many as eight articles, of which the first betrayed
greater ignorance than one could suppose existed among

- nun
capable of discussing and drawing up such a document. It de-

manded, "
thai every indulgence granted to the licet at Ports-

mouth should be granted to his majesty's subjects serving in tin

fleet at the Nore and places adjacent." Had this been the only
item of the statement, the obvious answer that lollowcd would
have settled the affair to every one's satisfaction. But scarcely

any one of the remaining seven articles was admissible, and
most of tin 'in were frivolous and unnecessary.
On the 22nd the admiralty replied to the seamen, pointing out

how far the legislature had already complied with their wishes,

refusing to accede to any further demands, and promising for-

giveness if they would return to their duty. This answer served

but to exasperate the delegates, a\1io declared that nothing could

be settled until three of the board of admiralty came down to

Sheerness. On the following day the mutineers struck Yice-

admiral Buckner's flag, hoisting, in its stead, that dreadful em-
blem of mutiny, the red or bloody flag ; and, in order to concen-

trate the scene of their operations, compelled all the ships which

lay near Sheerness to drop down to the Great Nore. On the

24th the offer of pardon was repeated, and again rejected. Tho

delegates frequently went on shore, and, headed by Parker,

marched in procession, to the great dismay of the inhabitants:

they also st nt deputations np the river and elsewhere, inviting
the crews of other ships to join them. Many did so, including
a part of the \or1h-sea fleet under Admiral Duncan.

In this alarming state of affairs, a committee from the admi-

ralty, on the 29th, went to Sheerness. The delegates were sent

for, and every conciliatory measure tried, but in vain. The
mutineers i red their ships in a line across the river, and

detained everymerchanl vessel bound upordown. The seamen,
at length, began to perceive their desperate situation; and,
after adopting various expedients and committing several enor-

mities, became deterred by the active measures that were pur-

suing on shore to reduce them to obedience. They deputed

captain the Earl of Noil hesk, of the Monmouth 'M, to endeavour

to effect a reconciliation with government. The government,

however, was firm: and just as force was about to be applied,

symptoms of disunion among the mutineers raised hopes that the

confederacy was working its own dissolution.

It is a singular fact thai on the 4th of dune, the late king's

birthday, the whole fleet evinced its loyalty by firing a royal
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Balute, and displaying the colours usual upon such occasions, the

red Hag being struck, during the ceremony, on board every ship
except the Sandwich, In a day or two afterwards several of

the ships deserted the rebels, and went for protection cither

up the Thames, or under the guns of the fort at Sheer'

By the 13th the red flag had disappeared from every ship's
mast-head : and the crews in general intimated a wish to sur-

render, provided a pardon was granted. At length, on the

following morning, the crew of the Sandwich carried the ship
under the guns at Sheerness, and quietly allowed Mr. Parker
to accompany on shore a guard of soldiers which Vice-admiral

Bnckner had sent to arrest him. To make short of the business,

this man was tried, convicted, and executed
;
as were many of

the ringleaders. Some were flogged through the fleet, and others

sent to prison.
Thus was an end put to the Nore mutiny; a mutiny that,

unlike the former, was as futile in its origin as it happily proved
unsuccessful in its issue; a mutiny that, in the opinion of many,
entailed on the British navy more disgrace than could be washed

away by the most brilliant triumph. It is notorious, that a

custom had long prevailed for the London police, when a

culprit possessed wit enough for his roguery just to elude the

letter of the law, rather than discharge him that he might
commit, with increased confidence, fresh depredations upon
society, to send him on board a ship of war. He was generally
a plausiblo fellow, with a smattering of learning and a knowledge
of the world : two qualities which ranked him very high in the

estimation of the unsophisticated sailor. He sang a good song,

or, at all events, he told a good story, and became, in time, the

oracle of the forecastle. He knew his business (that which had

brought him on ship-board) too well to practise on so cir-

cumscribed a spot ;
and therefore, as no one witnessed, no one

ved. any harm of him. He was perhaps a dabbler in polities,

and certainly, from the nature of his profession, a " bit of a

lawyer." lie then tore could expound acts of parliament to the

sailors. In doing this, he read what he pleased, and explained
how lie pleased ; told them where they were wronged, and

pointed out how they might get redressed. In short, such a

character (and how many such have been scattered over the

British navy !) was capable of infecting a whole ship's company ;

and many of the mutinous crews could, no doubt, trace their

disorganization to the first appearance among them of one of

these pests of society.
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A word respecting "private" grievances, or the grievances
of particular ships, and wo quit the subject of mutiny, we hope
for ever. What a lamentable thing it is, that power and cruelty
should be so often united ! No monarch is more despotic, as far

as respects the power of inflicting corporal punishment short of

death, than the captain of a ship of war. If a man speaks or

even looks to offend, he is ordered to the gangway; and the

bloody furrows on his shoulders soon increase, in number and

depth, beneath the vigorous arm that lays on the cat-o'-nine-tails.

(

laptains there have been, and captains there are, who seemingly

delight in such work ; and who, were the cruise long enough,
would not leave a sailor belonging to the ship with an unscarred

back.

Such men, however, are but exceptions. Moreover, they arc,

for the most part, cowards at heart ; and, what is worse, they

frequently make cowards of those they command. Hence,
officers of this stamp are commonly the cause, mediately, if

not immediately, of dishonourable defeats. The brave officer

punishes one man that he may not have to punish twenty, and
shares with the delinquent the pain which, for example sake, he
is obliged to inflict. When he goes into battle, his men fight

like lions
; and, should they at anytime be drawn aside from

their duty, liny. looking up to him as a father, listen attentively

to his admonitions, and, knowing both his benignity and his

firmness, can neither controvert the justice, nor doubt the fulfil-

ment of his threats.

The r.ritish North-sea fleet had been so thinned by the seces-

sion of the disaffected ships, that Admiral Duncan, towards the

end of May, found himself at sea with only the Venerable 74,

and the Adamant 50. He nevertheless proceeded to his station

off the Texel ;
in which harbour lay at anchor the Dutch fleet of

fifteen sail of the line (56s included), under the command of Vice-

admiral de Winter In order i<< detain tli" latter in port until a

reinforcemenl should arrive, Admiral Dunean caused repeated

signals to be made, as ifto the main body of his fleet in the offing.

This stratagem, it was supposed, had the desired effect. At

length, about the middle of June, several Iine-of-battle ships, in

detached portions, joined the British admiral, and the two fleets

wn; again placed on an equal footing.

Tim Venerable, having been upwards of eighteen weeks at

Si a, and during a part of the time exposed to very boisterous

weather, was in want of almost every description of stores.

Others of the ships had also suffered by the recent gales of wind.
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and were short of provisions. Thus circumstanced, the admiral,

on the 3rd <>t < Ictober, put into Yarmouth roads, to refit and re-

victual : leaving off the Dutch coast a small squadron of obser-

vation, under the orders of Captain Trollopc, consisting of his

own ship the Eussel, the Adamant 50, Beaulieu and Circe in

gates, and Martin sloop.

On the '.'tli. early in the morning, the Black Joke hired armed

lugger showed herself at the back of Yarmouth sands, with the

si°nal flying, for an enemy. Immediately all was bustle and

preparation ;
and. by a little before noon, Admiral Duncan, with

eleven sail of the line, weighed and put to sea, directing his

course, with a fair wind, straight across to his old station. His

fleet, including the ships that joined him in the course of the

next two days, consisted of the

Gun-ship

Ven>.-.

74

Mod

I

64

icorge,

I Admiral (b.) Adam Duncan.

\ Captain William George Fairfax.

|
Vice-admiral (r.) Richard Onslow.

( Captain Edward O'Brien.

Henry Trollope.
John Knight.
Sir Thomas Byard.
William O'Brien Drury.
William Essington.
John Inglis.

John Williamson.

John Wells.

Richard Kundell Burgess,

George Gregorv.
William Bligh."

Walker.

William Mitchell.

William Hotham.

Francis Fayerman.
Peter Hal.

Hon. Ch ;et.

Active, and Diligent, and

llont; .

Bedfo.

Powerful .

\ Triumph .

[ Belliqui

IAginc

:

Lane:

(Ardent

Veteran .

ector .

(,
Monmouth

J
[sis

( Adamant .

tiun-frigate.

4" Beaulii

28 Circe . .

Sloop Martin

Cutt

Lugger, Spec:

On the same day the Powerful, Agincourt, and Isis joi

company ;
and on the afternoon of the 10th the advanced ships

were near enough to count twenty-two sail of square-rigged

SB Is, chiefly merchantmen, at anchor in the Texel. Having
received from Captain Trollope information of the course which

the enemy's fleet was steering, the British admiral stood along

shore to the southward. On the 11th, at 7 a.m., the Bussel,
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Adamant, and Bcaulieu were descried in the south-vest, bearing
at their mast-heads the joyful signal of an enemy in Bight to lee-

ward; and at8h. 30 m. a.m. the Dutch fleetmade its appearance
in the quarter pointed out by the signal, consisting- of twenty-
one ships and four brigs, named as follows:—
(jun-ship.

f Vice-admiral (b. at main) de Winter.

'\
i

'aptain Van Rossem.

{Vice-admiral
(b.) Reynl

Rear-admiral Menses.

I
Rear-admiral (b.) HI

'

( (.'aptain Van Treslon .

j
Rear-admiral (w.) St

'\ (.'aptain

74

Vryheid .

Jupiter

Brutus

States-General

64

Capt.

Jacobson.

Zegers.

Rnysen.

Wiggerts.
Van Rysoort.

Musquetier.
Holland.

Kraft.

Souters.

Hinxt.

Verdoorn.

Kolflf.

Lancaster.

lieut. Huys.
Dumisuildc L'Estrille.

'

I !erberus .

Devries

Gelykbeid
Haerlem .

Hercules .

Leyden
enaer

Alkmaar .

Batavier .

Beschermer .

Delft ....
i-frigate.

i I .Mars ....
40 Monnikendam
., / Ambuscade .

°*
[Heldin . . .

•corvettes, Minerva and Waakzaambeid.
. Ajax, Atalanta, Daphne, and Galatea.

Two advice-boats.

The Dutch fleet, thus composed, had quitted the Tezel at

10 a.m. on the 8th, with a light breeze at east by north. The

report at the time was, that it had been ordered to try to effect

a junction with the French fleet in Bresi road; but, if we are to

credit the French accounts, Admiral l>r Winter sailed with no
other object in view than to seek and i ogage the Beet of Admiral

Duncan. 1 On the night of the same day on which the Dutch
. for whatever purpose, put to sea, Captain Trollope's

squadron, the wind then blowing from the south-west, was dis-

covered to windward, and immediately chased; but the Dutch

ships, being very indifferent sailers, were soon left without a

- " La faction dominant*
1 Amir.il Dewinterad^barquerses troupes

. itre i>nt. q

Joindre la flotte Anglaise ct de lui livrer

•lit affermir sa domi-
nation far le prestige de gloire donl I

vironnerail an succes naval.''— Victoire*

I e vi:i„ p. 271,
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chance in their favour. The fleet then stretched out towards

the flat of the Meuse, where Admiral de Winter expected to be

joined by a G4-gun ship. Not meeting her, he stood on to the

westward, followed, or rather, afl the wind Mas, preceded, by the

^.piadron of Captain Trollope.
The wind, continuing westerly during the two succeeding

• lays, prevented the Dutch fleet from getting abreast of Lowe-
stoffe on the Suffolk coast until the evening of the 10th. The

extreme darkness of that night induced Admiral De Winter to

detach a few of his best-sailing ships, in the hope that they
would be enabled, by daybreak, to get to windward of, and

capture or chase away, the prying intruders
; but, just as the

chasers had crowded sail for the purpose, some friendly mer-

chant ships came into the fleet and informed the admiral, that

the English fleet was withineleven leagues of him, in the north-

north-east, steering east by south. Instantly the detached ships

were recalled: and the Dutch fleet, as soon as it was in compact

«>rder, edged away, with the wind at north-west, towards Cam-

perdown, the appointed place of rendezvous.

On the 11th, at daylight, the Dutch fleet was about nine

leagues off the village of Schevenningen, in loose order, speak-

ing a friendly convoy, from whom some additional information

obtained. Shortly afterwards the persevering observers to

windward were seen with numerous signals flying, which con-

vinced Admiral De "Winter that the British fleet was in sight.

Ee accordingly ordered his captains to their respective stations,

and, to facilitate the junction of the leewardmost ships, stood

towards the land. On the Wykerdens bearing east distant about

four leagues, the Dutch fleet hauled to the wind on the star-

board tack, and shortly afterwards discovered Admiral Duncan's

fleet in the north-north-west. Admiral De Winter then put
about on the larboard tack; and, as soon as a close line was
formed in the direction of north-east and south-west, the Dutch

ships, squaring their main yards, resolutely awaited the

approach of the British.

< >wing chiefly to the inequality in point of sailing among the

British ships. Admiral Duncan's fleet, when that of the Dutch

appeared in sight, was in very loose order. To enable the dull

sailers to take their allotted stations, the admiral, at about 11 h.

10 m. a.m.. having previously made the signal for the van-

to shorten sail, brought to on the starboard tack ; but, observing
soon afterwards that the Dutch ships, by keeping their main

topsails shivering and sometimes full, were drawing fast in-shore
;
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he successively made the signals, for each ship to engage her

opponent i:i the enemy's line, to bear up and sail large, and for

the van to attack the enemy's rear. At 11 h. 30 m. a.m., the

centre of the Dutch line then bearing about south-east distant

four or five miles, the British fleet bore down, but, owing to the

still disunited state of the ships, in no regular order of battle :

some were stretching across to get into their proper stations
;

others seemed in doubt where they were to place themselves ;

and others, again, were pushing, at all hazards, for the thickest,

of the foe. At 11 h. 53 m. a.m., Admiral Duncan signalled that

be should pass through the enemy's line and engage him to

leeward. Unfortunately the prevailing thick weather rendered

this signal, for the short time it was up, not generally under-

stood. It was replaced, in less than a quarter of an hour, by
the signal for close action; which was kept Hying for an

hour and a half, until, indeed, it was shot away by the enemy.
At about half-past noon Vice-admiral Onslow, whose ship,

the Monarch, was leading the larboard division of the British

fleet, cut through the Dutch line, formed thus: Beschermer,

Gelykheid, Hercules, Devries, Vryheid, States-General, Was-
Bena< r, Batavier, Brutus, Leyden, Mars, Cerberus, Jupiter,

llaerlem, Alkmaar, and Delft (with the nine frig ;id cor-

vettes stationed as an inner line, for the most part facing the

intervals in the outer one), between the Jupiter and Haerlem,

pouring into each of those ships, in passing, a well-directed

broadside.

Then, leaving the Haerlem to the Powerful, the Monarch
luffed up close alongside of the Jupiter ;

and the two latter of

these ships became warmly engaged. The rounding to of the

Monarch afforded to the Monnikendam frigate and Atalanta

brig, in the rear, the opportunity of pouring some raking broad-

ides into the former; and the Atalanta, in particular, did not

retire until considerably damaged by the Monarch's shot. The

remaining ships of the larboard division, more especially tho

Monmouth and Russel, were soon in action with the Dutch

rear-ships : among the last of which to surrender was the first

that had been attacked—the Jupiter.

It was a quarter of an hour or 'jo minutes after the Monarch
had broken the Dutch line, that the Venerable, frustrated in her

ittempt to pat -stem of the Vryheid, by the promptitude of

the States-General in closing the interval, put her helma-port,
and ran under the stern of the latter, pouring into the Butch

hip a broadside which soon compelled her to bear up; and the
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Triumph, the Yencrable's second astern, found immediate em-

ployment for the Wassenaer, the second astern of the States-

.. aeral. Meanwhile the Venerable had ranged up close on the

>ide of her first intended antagonist, the Vryheid; with

whom, on the opposite side, the Ardent was also warmly
engaged, and, in front, the Bedford, as the latter cut through
the line astern of the Vryheid's second ahead.

The Brutus, Leyden, and Mars, not being pressed upon by
opponents, advanced to the succour of their admiral, and did

considerable damage to the Venerable, as well as to the Ardent

and others of the British van-ships. About this time the Her-
. having caught fire on the poop, bore up out of the line,

and soon afterwards drifted close past the Venerable to leeward.

The Dutch crew contrived, in a surprisingly quick manner, to

extinguish the flames
j but, having thrown overboard all their

powder, they had no further means of defence, and thei'eforc

surrendered their ship, whose mizenmast had already been shot

away, to the nearest opponent.
The serious damage which the Venerable had sustained

obliged her to haul off, and wear round on the starboard tack,

ttg tin's, the Triumph, who had compelled the "Wassenaer

to strike, approached to give the coup do grace to the Vryheid.
That gallant ship, however, still persisted in defending herself.

At length, from the united fire of the Venerable, Triumph,
Ardent, and Director, her three masts fell over the side and dis-

abled her starboard guns: the Vryheid then dropped out of the

line, an ungovernable hulk, and struck her colours.

With the surrender of Admiral De Winter's ship the action

ceased
;
and the British found themselves in possession of the

Vryheid and Jupiter 74s, Devries, Gelykheid, Eaerlem, Her-

cules, and Wassenaer 64s, Alkmaar and Delft 50s, and the

tes Moimikendam and Ambuscade. The "Wassenaer. al-

though she had struck to the Triumph, was fired at by a Dutch

bripr, that followed her out of the line ;
and which brig actually

compelled the G4 to rekoist her colours. The Eussi 1 soon alt r-

wards coming up, the "Wassenaer again struck them, and sur-

rendered to her antagonist. The Monnikendam had been

engaged by the Monmouth, and was finally taken possession of

by the Beaulieu.

The Dutch van-ship the Beschermer, anticipating, naturally

enough, too strong an opponent in the Lancaster, had v ry early
wore out of the line. Her example was followed, with much
less reason, by several of the other Dutch ships : who. although
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seen making off, could not be pursued, the land being only fivo

miles distant, and the fleet in nine fathoms water. Thus cir-

cumstanced, the British hastened to secure their prizes, in orde?

that, before nightfall, they might get clear of the shore, which

was that between Camperdown and the village of Egmont.
The appearance of the British ships at the close of the action,

was very unlike what it generally is, when the French or Spa-
niards have been the opponent of the former. Not a single

lower mast, not even a topmast was shot away ; nor were the

rigging and sails of the ships in their usual tattered state. It

was at the hulls of their adversaries that the Dutchmen had

directed their shot, and this not until the former were so near

that no aim could well miss. Scarcely a ship in the fleet but

had several shot sticking in her sides. Many were pierced hy
shot in all directions

;
and a few of the ships had received some

dangerous ones between wind and water, which kept their

pumps in constant employment. The Ardent had received no
fewer than 98 round shot in her hull. The Belliqueux, Bedford,

A'enerable, and Monarch had likewise their share. As to the

last-named ship, such was the entire state other masts, rigging,
and sails, that, were the topsail sheets winch had been shot

away hauled home, no one, viewing her from a little distance,
would have believed thai she had been in action.

With hulls so shattered, the loss of men could not be other-

wise than severe. The Venerable had L3 seamen and two
marines killed; two lieutenants (Edward Sneyd Clay and
William Henry Douglas), one lieutenant of marines, (George

Chambers, both feet shot off 1

), one midshipman (Mr. Stewart),
two petty-officers, 52 seamen, and four marines wounded

;
the

Monarch, two midshipmen (J. P. Tinlay and Bfoyle Finlay) and

34 seamen killed, one lieutenant (James Etetalick), one lieutenant,

of marines (James .1. Smith), four midshipmen (George Massey,

Benjamin Clement, Daniel Bherwin, and Charles Sladc), one

master's mate (John Chimley), two petty-officers, 79 seamen,
and L2 marines wounded; the Bedford, two midshipmen, 2G

seamen, and two marines killed, one lieutenant ((ieorgc Kecnor),
37 seamen, and three marines wounded; the Powerful, eight
seamen and two marines killed, one lieutenant (Ulick Jennings),
one lieutenant of marines (l<\ G-. W. Walker), one midshipman
(Daniel Rogers), the boatswain, and 74 seamen and marines

wounded ; the Isis, one seaman and one marine killed, ono

> The committee at Lloyd's, besides some gratuity In money, settled upon him
making this officer a present of a hand- li.'l. per annum.
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lieutenant of marines (Charles Eea), two midshipmen, and 1-

Beamen wounded; the Ardent, her captain, master (Michael
Dun). 33 Beamen, and bLk marines killed, two lieutenants (James
Rose and John Sobriel), one captain of marines (Richard Cuth-

bert), two master's mates (John Tracey and John Airey),
two midshipmen (Thomas Leopard and John M'Killier), one

captain's clerk, 85 seamen, 11 marines, and three boys wounded
;

the Belliqueux, one lieutenant (Robert Webster), one master's

mate (Janus Milne), men. and three marines killed, one

lieutenant (Robert England), one captain of marines (James

1), one midshipman (James Scott), 63 seamen, and 1_'

marines wounded: the Lancaster, three seamen killed, one

lieutenant (Benjamin Morgan), one lieutenant of marines (John

Sandys). 13 seamen, and three marines wounded; the Triumph,
iimn, three marines, and one boy killed, her captain, first

and third lieutenants (Patrick Chapman and George Trollope),
master (James Lead), one midshipman (Mr. Jones), and 50

seamen and marines wounded
;

the Monmouth, one petty-officer,

one seaman, two marine-, anl one boy killed; 16 seamen, two

marines, and four hoys wounded : the Director, six seamen and

one marine wounded
;
the Montague, three seamen killed, one

lieutenant (Ralph Sinyd), one midshipman (James Forbishly),
two Beamen, and one marine wounded

;
the Veteran, one

lieutenant (Francis Ferrett), and three seamen killed, and 21

Beamen wounded ;
and the RusseL one lieutenant (David John-

son) her master (Thomas Troughton), one master's mate

(George Taylor), her boatswain (John Brooks), two pilots

(Thomas Abbott and Thomas Sherrard). and one sergeant of

marines wounded: making a total of 203 killed, and 622

wounded. 1 So say the returns in the London Gazette; but

rdingto the report of the " committee appointed to manage
subscriptions raised for the relief of the wounded, and the

families or relations of those who were killed."- the loss in this

action amounted to 228 killed, and 812 (including 16 mortally)
wounded : total 1040.

The captured ships were all either dismasted outright or so

injured in their masts that most of the latter fell as soon as the

wind and sea, in the passage home, began to act powerfully

upon them. As to their hulls, the ships were like sieves, and

only worth bringing into port to be exhibited as trophies. The

on beard was proportionally severe. The Dutch vice-

1 s?o Appendix, No. 6. terlstic f>f British feeling on such oeca
- This ooble subscription, so charac- sions, amounted to 52 "Jit

VOL. II. G
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admiral and the two rear-admirals were all wounded. mor<

less; and Admiral De Winter died in London, shortly alter his

arrival there; not, however, of his wound, 1 .tit of a chronic

disease. Captain Holland, of the Wassenaer, was mortally
wounded early in the action: and Admiral I>'' Winter's captain,

Yan-Rossem, had his thigh shot off, of which wound he after-

wards died. Many other officers suffered; and the total of

killed and wounded in the Dutch fleet, including the loss on
board the Momiikcndam frigate, amounted, according to the

Dutch returns, to 540 killed, and 620 wounded. 1

Our next business is to show the force of the rival fleets, in

this their sanguinary engagement. The long-gun force, as

established upon British ships in general, has already been so

often adverted to. that we have only to point out any exceptions
thai may exist in reference to the particular individuals com-

posing Admiral Duncan's fleet.

Although early in the present year an order had issued esta-

blishing carronades very extensively upon line-of-battle ships,

yet, as itwas restricted to ships coming forward to lie lit led, the

order of November, 1794,
2 must still be our guide. The only

ships out of the 16 thai appearto bave been armed differently

from the November establishment, are the Venerable and Ar-

dent. The latter had been ordered, in duly, L795, four instead

of two 2 l-pounder carronades for her forecastle
;
and the former,

in June, 1 T'.i !. two 6 -pounder carronades for her forecastle, and

two 32-pounder ones in lieu of two of her quarter-deck 9s. We
have reason to think thai the two 50-gun ships did not mount

any poop-carronades, and shall therefore assign them none. To
allow, also, for such of the Other ships as may have taken on

board less than their established numb r i

r,
:is was often the

ease, had not been supplied wild any carronades at all for tin ir

poop, we will li\ the total amount of Impounders at half what
it otherwise would 1"\ thai is. at !'_' instead oft I.

In stating the crew of each British ship a1 her net establish-

ment, we are satisfied that the amount will be rather over than

under rated. We know, tor instance, thai the Ardent was 70,

and the Lancaster 72, men short of their proper number
;
and it

is probable, from circumstances to which we need not recur,

that few if any of the ships in Admiral Duncan's fleet had their

complement on hoard.

The gun-force of the Dutch ships maybe stated without much

Jilliculty. Of the seven that escaped from the British tin's

1 Bee Appendix, No. 7. 2 See Appendix, Annual Abstract, No. 3.
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time, five were subsequently captured: hence, there remain hut

t'the 16, the States-General and Brutus, whose armaments
ve not heen obtained by actual inspection.
The Yryheid and .lupiter respectively mounted, on their first

and second decks, the same nominal nature of guns as an I

lish small-class L8-pounder 74, as <
>, for instance, in the First

Annual Abstract. On the quarter-deck and forecastle the Vry-
heid mounted, when brought into port, sixteen 12-pounders ;

making, in the whole, two guns short (perhaps disabled and

thrown overboard), of the number assigned to her, as well as to

the Jupiter, by the Dutch admiral himself. The Jupiter arrived

with ten 12, and four 8-pounders, instead, probably, of six of the

latter, and 12 of the former, as afterwards found on board the

Washington, of the same nominal force. The Wassenaer, De-
- and Hercules appear to have each mounted twenty-six

32-pounders, and each of the four remaining 64s, the same

number of 24-pounders, on the first deck, with twenty-six 18s

on the second. On the quarter-deck and forecastle, the t lire.

first-named ships carried, of 8-pounders, 14, making a total of

66, and the four remaining ships, 16, making a total of 08 guns.
The four 50s mounted 56 guns each : twenty-four 18, twenty-
four 12, and eight 8-pounders; and the Mars, formerly a 60-gun

ship, mounted, on her main deck, twenty-six 32, and on her

quarter-deck and forecastle, eighteen Impounders. So that,

although nominally a 44-gun frigate, the Mars, in broadside

weight of metal, rather exceeded a British 64. With these ex-

planations, the following will be the account of the number and

nature of guns mounted by the two fleets:—
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Tho complements of the Dutch ships may be stated as they
were returned by their own officers. From being expressed in

round numbers, they were probably the full establishment of

each ship ; but any deficiency in that respect is more than coun-

terbalanced by the liberal allowance made on the other Bide.

Having thus analyzed the armaments of the different ships en-

gaged, we can, with more confidence, proceed to our next task,

that of exhibiting, in one view, the

Comparative Force of the Two Fleets.

Ships .

Broadside-guns

Crew .

Size

. No.

/ No.
' '

\lbs.

Agg. No.

„ tons

British.

16

575

11,501
8,221

23,601

Dutch.

16

517

9,857
7,157

20,937

When it is considered, that the Dutch had placed their

frigates and ship and brig-corvettes (even the latter carrying
long 12, and some of them lung 18-pounders), abreast of the

intervals in their line, and that many of the British ships, in the

van, centre, and rear, were much annoyed, as they luffed up to

leeward of their opponents, by the raking fire of those vessels,
the above statement, which excludes the whole of them, must

appear, if favouring either party, to favour the Dutch. "We

mighl perhaps, fairly enough, owing to their active interference,
have included in our comparative statement the three remaining
Dutch frigates; and then, in all the items except the first, that

statement would have shown an exact equality of force. But,
it even there was a slight superiority on the part of Admiral

Duncan, the battle of Camperdown, as a fleet-action, possessed
the merit of being (to use the emphatic language of the Brough-
tonian Bchool) the second stand-up fight of the war.

Admiral De W inter, it will be recollected, in the account he

transmitted to the Batavian government, and a copy of which

appeared in all the London journals, attributed his failure to

four causes : first, the numerical superiority of the British as to

ships of the line
; secondly, their having been at seatogether for

1!) weeks, and hence herome known to each other; thirdly, the

advantage of the attack
;

and fourthly, the early retreat of six of

his ships, and the bad sailing of four of those that remained.

And he concludes with expressing a belief that, had his signals
been obeyed and executed, with the same promptitude that

Admiral Duncan's were, some of the British fleet would have
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reached the Texel,
" as a memento of Batavian prowess, and a

monument to the memory of the 11th of October, 1797."

Had the Dutch admiral wished to afford an additional cause of

triumph to his adversary, he could not have succeeded bet to-,

than by inviting a discussion on the very points on which lie

seems so confidently to rely for producing an opposite result.

It' Admiral 1 >e Winter withdraws the Mars from his line, because

she passed fur a frigate, why may not Admiral Duncan leave out
the Adamant and Isis. which also were not strictly line-of-battle

ships, and neither of which equalled by a third the Mars in

force? The numbers then would be, 14 English and 15 Dutch.
So far from the British ships having been "nineteen weeks

ther," many of them had but recently joined: and some,
as appeared on Captain 'Williamson's court-martial, were ac-

tually unknown to others of them in the fleet. Was it an " ad-

vantage," while bearing down to the attack, to be exposed to

the raking fire of the i Hitch line? Il is true that the Dutch

ship-; bravely withheld their fire until their adversaries were

quite mar: but the British ships had no right to calculate on
such forbearance. Was it an "advantage" to be unexpect-
edly assailed by a second line, formed of nine frigates, heavy
corvettes, and brigs, drawn up in the rear? Unexpectedly, we
say, because it is not customary for frigates to fire; or, while

they remain n< titer, to be tired at.

Although none of the British ships
; '

retreated," some of them,
without doubt, were backward in advancing; otherwise, apart,
if not the whole of these six ships, of whose misbehaviour Ad-
miral De Winter complains, might have been Btopped in th to-

night. It was owing chiefly to the • bad sailing'' of sever:

Admiral Duncan's ships, that the onset was so irregular; and
that any of the British ships, as was the case with several, had

Dubt who were their proper opponents in the Dutch line.

In point of signal-making, too, there was, as proved on the trial

ofti ionrt's captain, about an equal share of misunder-

standing: the hazy state of the weather, indeed, made this a
common cause of complaint to both fleets. Upon the whole, the
shattered hulls and blood-besmeared decks of the prizes, and
the almost equally damaged state of the principally eng
ships among those that had taken them, gave decided proofs
that, although it had lain by so long, "Batavian prow
still claimed the respect of an enemy and the applause of the
world.

Scarcely had the British admiral turned the heads of his
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ships in a homeward direction, ere a gale ensued, that scattered

and endangered the -whole of them. Most of the masts that had
been tottering fell on the decks; and the rolling of t lie vessels

occasioned the water to rush through shot-holes, that in com-
mon weather would not have taken in a drop. On the 13th the

Delft, while in tow of the Veteran, exhibited a board with the

words chalked on it, "The ship is sinking." As quickly as

possible the British boats of all the nearest ships were hoisted

out, and the greater part of the Delft's crew were fortunately
saved.

The following particulars of the loss of the Delft, we extract

from a Steel's list of March, 1803 :
—" When Lieutenant < !harl< s

Bullen, first of the Monmouth, came on board to take posses-
sion of the ship, he round her much damaged, having many shot

through her hull and rigging, and her mainmast and yard shot

away, two officers and forty-one of her men killed, and one

officer and seventy-live men wounded. He sent the captain,
two officers, and ninety men on board his own ship, and re-

quested the Delft's late first-lieutenant, Mr. Eeilberg, and who
was not wounded, to assist him, with the men under his com-

mand, in preventing the ship from sinking; in which they suc-

ceeded until the 14th of the same month, when a storm came
on and pnt the vessel in a very dangerous situation. She filled

ten I' ei with water, so that all hope of saving her was soon at

an end. Lieutenant Bullen represented this to Mr. Heilberg,

telling him, at a certain signal, he should throw himself, with

his men, into the longboat, and inviting him to avail himself of

the opportunity of effecting his escape.
' But how can I leave

these unfortunate men?' replied he, pointing to the wounded
sailors, whom it had been necessary to bring on deck, as tho

hold was already full of water. Lieutenant Bullen, struck with

the ansvi r, exclaimed,
' God bless you, my brave fellow ! hero

Lb my hand : I give you my word I will stay here with you !'

Be then caused his own men to leave the ship, and remained

behind himseli to assist the Dutch. The Eussel soon sent out

her boats to their succour, and brought oil' as many as could be

put on board them, and lost no time in ma kin-- a second voyage
with equal success; but few of the wounded could be got oil',

although the two officers had united their efforts for that pur-

pose, and still remained with them in the vessel, with three

subaltern officers and about thirty seamen. They were still

cherishing the hope that the boats would, a third time,

come to their relief; but the fatal moment was now arrived,
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and on a sudden the Delft went down. Lieutenant Bullen

Bprang into the sea and reached his own ship; but the un-

fortunate Eeilberg perished, the victim of his courage and

humanity."
The Monnikendam frigate, in the custody of the Beaulieu,

was wrecked on the Ressen sand, near West Capel; but tho

whole of the people fortunately got safe on shore. The Ambus-

cade frigate, being driven on the Dutch coast, was recaptured.

The remainder of the prizes, one by one, ultimately reached a

British port. As trophies, their appearance was gratifying; but,

as ships of war, they were not the slightest acquisition tu the

navy of England.
Of the Beven Butch Iine-of-battle ships that had quitted the

action to return homo, one only, the Brutus, met any obstruc-

tion in her way thither. < 'n the afternoon of the 13th, while,

in company with the Atalanta and another armed brig, this ship

lay at anchor, in six fathoms, off the heights of Hinder, the

British 40-gun (24-pouader) frigate Endymion, Captain Sir

Thomas "Williams, made her appearance in the north-east. As
the frigate bore down, the two brigs weighed and stood further

in shore; and the Brutus, hoisting her ensign and a rear-admi-

ral's flag, waited the* former's approach. At about 4 h. 30 m. P.M.

the line-of-battle ship commenced firing, but Sir Thomas Wil-

liams reserved his fire until he came athwart the Dutch ship's

bows; when the Endymion opened her larboard broadside,

receiving a hie in return from her oi>ponent's bow-ehasers.

butting about presently, the frigate repeated the fire from her

starboard guns, at a closer distance than before, and was again
tired at in return from the bow-guns of the Brutus. No sooner

had the Endymion passed ahead of her opponent, than the

strength of the tide drifted her within range of the 74's broad-

side. This the frig 3he stood on, answered with her stern-

ins, until about 5h. 30 m. P.M.
;
when the Endymion having

passed out of gun-shot, the firing ceased.

Sine': the first discovery of the enemy, the Endymion had

made signals and fired guns to windward, in the hope that some

ship of Admiral Duncan's fleet, from which she had parted only
a few hours before, might be near enough to understand them.

While stretching on in the direction of the fleet, the frigate

continued to make signals for an enemy, adding to them, after

dark, several rockets and blue lights. At length, at about 10 h.

o I m. p.m., the Beaulieu joined company : and the two fri -

stood back to the spot on which the Brutus had been left at
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anchor. On the 14th. at 5 A..M . the Brntus was soon, but not

in the same place : the ship nad weighed, and was now at anchor,

with Goree Gatt open astern of her. At 6 a.m., not considering

herself sate with two British frigates for her opponents, the

Brutus reweighed, and ran over the Hats into the Maese. At
7 a.m. the Endymion and Beaulieu, being thus trust rated in

their object, hauled their wind and stood off. The Endymions
casualties were confined to the loss of her fore topgallant yard,

and some trifling injury to her sails and rigging.

On the 17th. the day of his arrival at the Nore, Admiral

Duncan was created a baron and a viscount of Great Britain,

by the titles of Baron Duncan of Lundie, and Viscount Duncan
of Camperdown. At the same time Vice-admiral Onslow was
created a baronet, and Captains Trollope and Fairfax were made

knights-bannerets. I fcld medals were also struck, to commemo-
rate the victory, and presented to the admirals and captains, to

lie worn in the same manner as those given on Earl Howe's and

Sir John Jervis's victories. The thanks of both houses of parlia-

ment were unanimously voted to the fleel
;

and t lie city of London

presented Lord Duncan with its freedom and a sword of 200

guineas value, ami the same, with a sword of 100 guineas value

to Sir Richard < taslow.

As on all similar occasions, the first-lieutenant of every ship

present in this battle received a step in his rank. The names of

those Berving on board the line-of-battle ships were, according
to the bet of our researches,

1 as follows:— William Ronton,

Venerable; John Winne, Monarch; Charles Burroughs, Russel;
Thomas Linthorne, Montagu; John Smith. Bedford; Click

.1 nnings, Powerful; Richard Power, Triumph ;
Robert England,

Belliqueux; William bane, Agincourt; Christopher Watson,
Lancaster; George Morris. Ardent; Thomas Halton, Veteran

;

John M'Taggart, Director; Charles Bullen, Monmouth; Wil-

liam Lamb, [sis; and Christopher John William Nesham, Ada-
mant.

Unfortunately, justice required that a1 least one captain should

be died by a court-martial, for his delinquency in the glorious
battle tor tic successful result of which the above rewards had

b i a so justly bestow d I aptain Williamson, of the Agincourt,
was the officer so tried. The courl sat from December 4th to

January 1st. on board the < irce at Sheerness, upon two charges:
one lor disobedience of signals and not going into action; the

other for cowardice or disaffection. The court considered the
1 See p. 58.
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first charge as proved, but not the second, and sentenced Cap-
tain Williamson to be placed at the bottom of the list of post-

captains, and to be rendered incapable thenceforward of serving
in the navy.

Light Squadrons and Single Ships.

In October of the lust year we left the French Rear-admiral

Sercey, with his six frigates, the Forte, Seine, Vertu, Cybele.

aeree, and Prudente, on his way to Batavia. He arrived

there, and besides getting his ships thoroughly repaired and

victualled, obtained a treaty from the Regency of Batavia to

supply the Isle of France with rice, as well as with cordage
and canvas, to the amount of 300,000 rix-dollars. After a stay
of two months, Rear-admiral Sercey put to sea on his return to

i-I of Franco. On the 28th of January, 1797, just as he
had cleared the straits of Bali, and was off the east end of Java,
M. Sercey met with, what he considered at the time, a fortunate

;

« from very superior force, but which, he was afterwards
fain to confess, was the most unlucky occurrence that had
befallen him during his long and by no means inactive profes-
sional life.

Five (if not six) homeward-bound, richly-laden Indiamen, the

Woodford, Captain Charles Lennox, Ocean. Captain Andrew
Patton, Taunton Castle, Captain Edward Studd, Canton, Cap-
tain Abel Vyvyan, and Boddam, Captain George Falmer, under
the charge of the first-named officer, found themselves on the

morning of the day mentioned, in sight of Rear-admiral Sercey's

frigate-squadron. Knowing that, besid< s the inutility of running
as a means of escape from men of war, the very act of doing so
would expose the weakness of his force, Captain Lennox, with
as much judgm< nt as presence of mind, hoisted the flag of Fear-
admiral Rainier, blue at the mizen, and made his other ships
hoist pendants and ensignsto correspond, lie even did more.
He detached two of his ships to chase and reconnoitre tin;

enemy. As these advanced towards the French reconnoitring
frigate, the Cybele, Captain Threouart, the latter ei-ev.

t<> join her consorts, with the signal at her mast-head,
• The

enemy is superior in force to the French." '

On this the French admiral also made sail ; and although, en
the Forte's carrying away her maintopmast, M. Sercey lliouul t

it extraordinary that the English did nut continue the chase, the

1 "
[I-*enneml est supe'rieur aux forces Francaises."— Victoires et Cmquttea, tome viii,

p. ~yo.
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assurance by Captain Threouart, on his passing Avithin bail of

the Forte, that he had clearly made <>ut the enemy's force to

consist of two iine-of-battle ships and lour frigates, induced the

admiral to continue his retreat. In about four weeks after this

well-managed ruse on the part of Captain Lennox, Rear-admiral
-

rcey arrived with his squadron at the Esle of France. There,

to his mortification, he learnt that Admiral Rainier had not

been near the Bali straits, and consequently thai the fears of

one of his captains, coupled with a little remissness on his own

part, had lost him at least live valuable Indiam. n.

On the 31s1 of January, as a small frigate-squadron, under the

orders of Lord < rarlies, in the Lively 32, was cruising about nine

leagues north-west-of the Monsheque mountains, with the wind

at east-north-east, a strange ship hove in sight to the ninth-

ward. Chase was then given; and, by an hour alter sunset, the

12-pounder 32-gun frigate Andromache, Captain Charles John

Moore Mansfield, having run far ahead of her companions, came

up with the stranger. After hailing and being answered in

Spanish, the Andromache opened her lire; and the two ships

continued closely engaged for upwards of 40 minutes, when the

Andromache's opponent, having failed in an attempt to board,

hauled down her colours.

It now appeared that the ship which the British frigate had

been engaging was an Algerine, of much the same force as the

Andromache, and who had taken the latter for a Portuguese

frigate. This mutual mistake cost the British three men killed

and six wounded and the Algerine as many as 66 killed and

badly, besides several slightly wounded. By far the greater

number of the Algerine ship's killed consisted of those who had

been rash enough to throw themselves upon the British frigate's

deck, in the vain hope to earry her by boarding. After the

action had terminated, the Lively and the r< -t of the squadron

joined company.
On the 22nd of February, in the evening, the French 40-gun

frigates Resistance and Vengeance, 22-gun ship-corvette Con

stance, and lugger Vautour, anchored in Fisgard bay on the

coast of Wales. During the night they landed 1200 galley-

slaves, dressed and accoutred as soldiers, bu1 without any can-

non or camp-equipage. The alarm booh spread, and it was not

long before a strongbody <>f militia, under the command of Lord

Cawdor, assembled near the spot. The Frenchmen, whose

intentions were rathei predatory than warlike, immediately

surrendered, and were marched as prisoners to Haverfordwest,



1797.] CAPTURE OF THE RESISTANCE AND CONSTANCE. 91

Meanwhile the vessels that had brought them weighed, and soon

disappeared from the coast. What was the object of this silly

expedition, no one. not even among the French, seems rightly to

have understood.
< »n the 9th of March, early in the morning, the British

18-pound -tin frigate San 1'iorenzo, Captain Sir Harry
Neale, and L2-pounder 36-gun frigate Nymphe, Captain John

Cooke, while on their return to Admiral Lord Bridport's fleet off

Ushant, after having reconnoitred the read to Brest, then b

ing from them east by north distant three or four leagues, saw

to the westward, standing in towards the port, two of the three

ships which had been so creditably employed: one the 40-gun

frigate Resistance, Captain (de vais.) Jean-Baptiste Montagnies

Laroquc, the other the 22-gun corvette Constance, Captain

Desauney. The San Fiorenzo and Nymphe immediately tacked

and hauled close to the wind, until, having gained the weather-

. tli. y bore down for the two strangers, who had by this

time hoisted French colours, and the headmost of whom now
tired at the British ships. The distance from Pointe Saint -

Mathieu being less than three' leagues, the French fleet of 14

sail of the hue and six frigates in sight from the tops, and the

wind a hading one out of Brest, that which was likely to be the

most decisive, was deemed the best, mode of attack.

Accordingly, the two British frigates stood for, and, at the

distance of about 40 yards, soon engaged, the headmost ship,

the Resistance
; which, after a slight defence, struck her colours.

By the time this ship was taken possession of, the other had

arrived up, and. being attacked by both British frigati

warmly as her consort had been, in LO minutes surrendered

The action, which was a running fight, did not last longer than

half an hour; but it is due to Captain Desauney to state, that,

although commanding by far the weaker ship, he made a much
more creditable defence than his commodore: the Constance,

indeed, soon after being taken possession of, lost her mainmast

and foretopmast, owing to the fire she had withstood. Just at

the closr- of the action, the British 7-1-gun ship Robust, Captain

George Countess, and 28-gun frigate Triton. < aptain John Gore,

hove in sight ;
a circumstance that, doubtless, had its effect in

facilitating the capture.

Neither of the British ships suffered the slightest damage or'

The Resistance, on the other hand, had 10 men killed, her

first-lieutenant and eight men wounded ; the Constance, eight

men killed and six wounded : total, 18 killed and 15 wounded.
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There is little doubt that, had the odds in this case been re-

versed, the British would have made an honourable, if not a

successful defence. Taking into the account, however, that a

British 74 and frigate were present at the close, and must have
been in sight during the continuance of the action, all that can

be said is, that the British gained, without the occurrence on
their part of a single casualty, two remarkably fine ships. The
Resistance mounted 48 guns, or four more long 8s than No. 5

in the Table at p. 59 of vol. i., (but not, as a contemporary states,
"
24-pounders on the main deck,"

1

) and measured L182 tons.

The \ engeance was her sister-ship. The larger prize, under the

name, in allusion to the spot at which the Resistance and lit r

consorts had disembarked their convict freight, of Fisgard, con-

tinual for a long while at the head of the 38-gun frigate-class,
and the smaller one retained her French name as a 22-gun post-

ship.

On the 13th of March the British 14-gun cutter Viper, Lieu-

tenant John Pengelly, being about sewn leagues north-west

from Alboran, on her return to Gibraltar from Algiers, descried

in the north-west quarter, and pave chase to. a Spanish 10-gun

brig-privateer, named " Piteous Virgin-Maria." At 1 p.m. the

Viper tired a g;m at the chase: who then hoisted Spanish
colours, fired a shotted pun. and hove to. In half an hour the

cutter gol close alongside the brig, and a smart action ensued,

which continued until 3 h. 10 m. p.m., when the latter hauled

down her colours.

During the action, the Virgin-Maria attempted several tin* s

to set fire to her heretic opponent, by throwing on hoard flasks

filled with powder and sulphur; hut the Viper's people were too

active to Buffi r the scheme to succeed. The cuti >r received 40

shots in her hull, and a 1-pound shot in her lower mast. Her

rigging also was very much cut
;
but she fortunately sustained

no loss. The brig was a good d< al dan aged, and lost one man

killed, one mortally, and sis dangerously wound) d. 'I he Viper's

guns were 4-pounders, and her complement was about 48 men
and boys. Of the brig's guns, six were Spanish Land four

6-pounders: she also mounted eighl swivels, and had a comple-
ment of 42 men. I fpon the whole, tin's little victory on the part
of the cutter did great credil to hei » and crew.

< in the Lst of April the L8 pun ship-sloop Hazard (eighteen

6-pounders and six L2 or L8 pounder carronades, with 1-1 men
and boys), Captain Alexander Ruddach, while cruising slose off

i Brenton, vol. i., p. 408.
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Skellocka on the coast of Ireland, fell in with the French

brig-privateer Bardi, of 18 long 8-pounders and 130 men
Fter a seven hours' chase, at the end of which the

Hardi lost both her topmasts, captured the privateer without

stance. < >n the 2nd <>t the preceding December the Hazard,
under the same commander, captured, alter the discharge of one

nr two broadsides, the French ship-privateer Musette, of 22 guns
and 150 men and buys. Shortly alter his capture of the second

privateer. Captain Ruddach was, very deservedly, promoted to

post-rank.
On the 26th of April, at G a.m.. the British 7-1-gun ship

Irresistible, I aptain George Martin, and 3<)-gun frigate Emerald,

Captain Veli irnewall Berkeley, being on a cruise off the
•

I S] in. fell in with and chased two Spanish frigates,

the Ninfa and Santa-Elena, of 34 guns, 12 and 6 pounders, and

men each, from Havana, bound to Cadiz. On discovering

by what superior force they were pursued, the two frigates ran

for and anchored in Conil bay. near Trafalgar. Thither, at

l: h. 30 m. r.M., the Irresistible and Emerald, skilfully rounding
the Laja de Cape Bocha, a dangerous ledge of rocks, a little to

the northward of Conil, followed them, and a smart action

ensued : which, at 4 r.M.. terminated in the capture of the two

:tes. The Santa-Elena, alter she had struck, cut her cable

and drove on shore
;
her crew effecting their escape. This

frigate was subsequently got off, but in too damaged a state to

be kept afloat : she accordingly went down. Tart of the Ninfa's

crew also escaped to the shore. The loss sustained by the two

tes was represented to have been 18 men killed and 30

wounded. The [irresistible had one man killed and one wounded.
The Emerald escaped without a casualty. The Ninfa, under the

name of Hamadryad, was taken into the British service as a.

12-pounder 36.

The following anecdote we extract from the work of a con-

temporary, as believing the Ninfa and Santa-Elena to be the

alluded to.
" While our fleet lay before Cadiz (the

in-shore squadron
1 almost within gun-shot of the lightb

the main body of the fleet about five miles off, at anchor), two
.tes came upon them in the night, and wore reported to the

captain of the flag-ship, by the officer of the watch. They
wrre bu to be either friends or neutrals

;
and the Spanish

captains w< re not sensible of their danger, until, standing

i Of which Captain Sir James Saumarez, of the Orion, was, we believe, the command-
ing officer.
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to Cadiz, they learned from the fishing-boat?, that the British

fleet was without them, and the advanced squadron within them.

Not a moment was to be lost, and the time was well employed.

They were loaded with treasure, which was instantly got on

deck, put into the fishing-boats, and landed safely at Cadiz

without suspicion. Daylight discovered the fortunate Spaniards,
after all their treasure was in safety : they were chased, and one

taken, and the other destroyed, in a bay not far from the scene

of their achievement.'* 1

The Spaniards usually sent their frigates for treasure in pairs

and, at the very time that the Ninfa and Santa-Elena were thus

lost to their country, another pair of Spanish frigates were either

on their passage out to, or on their return home from, South

America, two such frigates having been fallen in with, on the

20th of May, in latitude 34° 36' south, longitude 50 11' west,

which is a little to the northward of the mouth of the Eio de

la Plata, by the British 12-pounder 36-gun frigate Oiseau (late
( h opatre) < Japtain ( 'harles Brisbane.

At daylight on the day mentioned the Oiseau, standing on the

starboard tack, with the wind at about south by west, discovert d

and immediately chased a strange sail bearing south-west by
west, distant three or four 1 agues. At 7 h. 30 m. a.m. a

second sail made her appearance astern of the first. Ai

9 h. 30 m. a.m. the leading ship, now seen to be a frigate, hauled

up her mainsail and took in her topgallantsails. and in another

quarter of an hour tired a gun to leeward and hoi-ted Spanish
colours. The <

tiseau, who had now approached within gun-shot,
hoisted English colours and discharged her broadside in return.

Perceiving, however, that the other ship, a frigate also, was

coming op fast, cruder a press of canvas, the Oiseau made all

sail from two opponents, either of which had the appearance oi

being a1 least equal to herself. At 2 h. 45 m. p.m. the headmost
of the two Spanish frigates finding that a longer chase would
SM parate her from her consort, shortened sad and hauled to the

wind; thus destroying the hope entertained by the Oiseau, of

bringing the frigates to action without interruption by the

other.

These details, or the principal part Of them, are extracted from

the Oiseau's log, which we were induced to search on reading

the following paragraph in a work of naval biography recently

published :

" V\ hilst tints employed," cruising off the Rio de la

J 'lata, "Captain Brisbane fell in with two large Spanish fri-

1 Brenton, vol. iii., p. 4.
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•

8, one of them bearing a commodore's broad pendant. A
si v. re engagement ensued; but, notwithstanding the disparity
of force, the L'l tiseau bad the good fortune to beat off her oppo-
11 11! •

Had this statement regarded an officer, whose professional
fame was less firmly established than that of Captain Charles

Brisbane, we should, as we have done in some similar cases in

Mr. Marshall's book, have let it pas- without notice, for fear of

exciting an undue prejudice against the officer who has thus the

misfortune to be the subject of biographical exaggeration. A
writer should, indeed, be very cautious about introducing such

loose, undated accounts
; especially, as the same means of ascer-

taining their validity, and, if the main facts be true, of supplying

any deficient particulars, are alike open to him and to us.

On the 16th of duly, in the night, a British squadron, com-
d of the 40-gnn frigate Pomone, Captain Sir John Borlase

Warren, 44-gun frigate Anson, Captain Philip Charles Durham.
m frigate Artois, Captain Sir Edmund Nagle, and 18-gun

brig-sloop Sylph, Captain John Chambers White, and Dolly,
hired armed cutter, being on a cruise off Oshant, discovered and

> a convoy of fourteen French vessels, in charge of

the i'8-gun frigate Calliope (mounting, like others of her class,
32 or 34 guns ). and one ship, and one brig-corvette, standing in

for Audierne lay. The two corvettes hauled their wind to the

southward, and escaped round the Penmarcks
;
but the frigate,

not being able to follow them, at about 2 h. 20 m. a.m., on the

17th, cut away her masts and ran on shore, and a brig, laden
with ordnance stores, anchored close to her.

At 7 a.m. the Anson anchored with a spring on her cable, and

opened a fire upon the frigate and brig, but at rather too great
a distance to do much execution. At 9 h. 30 m. a.m., the Sj Iph

gallantly ran in and anchored between the Anson and the French

frigate, and within 150 yards of the latter. As soon as she had
got a spring upon her cable, the Sylph opened upon the Calliope
a well-direct, d fire, which the frigate, at intervals, r. turn. <1.

At 11 h. 30 m. a.m. the Anson weighed and made sail, to join
the Pomone and Artois; but the brig remained, and continued
the cannonade with .-uch spirit and (fleet, until recalled by signal
at 6 p.m., that the French crew were ultimately prevented by it

from using any means to save the ship or stores, and on the next

day the Calliope went to pieces.
The fire from the French frigate bad occasioned a loss to the

1
Marshall, vol. i., p. 734.
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Sylph of five seamen and one marine wounded
;
but the Calliope's

loss, by the brig's fire, it was impossible to ascertain. Of the

convoy in charge of the Calliope and corvettes, one transport

ship, three brigs, and four chasse-marees were taken, and one

timber-ship and one brig were run on shore and burnt; the re-

mainder effected their escape.
On the 11th of August, early in the morning, Sir John

Warren, cruising off the coast of LaVendee, with, besides the

Pomone, the 38-gun frigate Jason, Captain Charles Stirling,

12-pounder 32-gun frigate Triton, Captain John Gore, and

18-gun brig-sloop Sylph, Captain John Chambers White, dis-

covered a French convoy of brigs and chasse-marees, under the

escort of a ship-corvette and three or four gun-vessels, standing
to sea out of the Pertuis-d'Antioche

;
and which, to avoid the

danger that threatened them, ran for the river of Sable-d'Olonne.

Perceiving that the corvette and a brig gun-vessel had anchored
at the entrance of the river under the protection of a fort, Captain
White gallantly asked permission to stand in and cannonade
them. Leave having been obtained, the Sylph, atllh. 30 m. a.m.,

anchored in s veil fathoms, about a mile to the westward
of Sable-d'Olonne, and opened her lire, which was presently
returned by the fort and vessels. Ai noon the Pomone and

Jason (the Triton was then in chase in the offing), keeping
under way, joined in the cannonade; and soon afterwards the

gun-vessel cut her cables, and endeavoured to rejoin her convoy
at anchor in the river, but sank at its entrance. At about a

quarter-past noon, finding it impracticable to do more, the Sylph
cut her cable and stood out, with the loss of one master's mate

(Henry Wrickson) and two seamen killed, and three wounded.

The Pomone, also, had one seaman killed, and one seaman and

one marine wounded. The result of this attack was, thai a

French gun-vessel was destroyed, and a French ship-corvette,

which was Been in the harbour of Olonne, by the Pomone, on

the I'.th. consi lerably damaged.
On the 27th, in the evening, Sir John, with the same squadron,

cruising to the southward of the < ntrance of the river Gironde,

discover! 'I and chast <1 in the Bouth-wesl another French con

The chase continued all night, and the Jason and Triton, being

f;ii- to '•
'

'ward and ahead, captured five of the vessels, i a

f the Pomone, being near the shore, discovered

>oat to take possession of her; but the cutter,

-Diable, of L2 or 1 1 guns, and 70 or 80 men,

.o keep off. On this the Pomone herself stood
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iii. and, firing a few sin its, cnt away the Petit-Diable's mast,

and compelled her to run on shore among the breakers upon the

coast of Arcasson
;
where it is supposed she was lost.

This is a plain account of what was effected by Sir John

Warren's Bquadron on the 11th and 28th of August ;
but the

following is the result, as it stands in the London Gazette atthe

foot of Sir John Warren's letter: "A Bhip-corvette, 22 guns
and 700 men. captured August 11. 1797, at Sable-d'Olonne ;

shore, and bilged. A brig gun-vessel, L2 guns and 70 men,
sunk. Le lVtit-Diable, cutter, IS guns and 180 men, captured

August 29, 1797, on the coast of Arcasson; on shore, bilged,

and fell over," besides a long list of merchant vessels. We
cannot say, at this moment, whether the head-money for the

crews of these three vessels of war, which would amount to

1150/., was paid by the British government ;
but we may here-

after have to show, that an evil of incalculably greater magni-
tude arose from these, to say the least of them, highly-coloured

gazette-letters of Sir John Bqrlase Warren.

<>n the 1 >t of August, while the British transport, Lady
, with 119 convicts on board, was on her way to Botany

Bay. a number of French emigrants and deserters, very un-

wi84 ly sent on board-to guard the prisoners, having gained over

the majority of the crew, revolted and took possession of the

ship. A spirited opposition by the passengers, and the loyal

part of the soldiers and seamen, might yet have saved the ship.

had not a traitorous scoundrel, one "Adjutant Minchin," deli-

1 up the arms and ammunition to the mutineers. On the

15th, when about 100 leagues from the land, in the latitude of

Sta.-Maria on the coast of Brazil, the mutineers sentaway
in the long boat 29 persons, men, women, and children, the

youngest child not five weeks old! After great suffering from

bad weather, the boat reached the port of San-Pedros, and the

le, among whom was the notorious Major Semple, were

hospitably received.

This occurrence we should scarcely have thought worth

recording in these pages, but for a highly exaggerate d account

that has found its way into a respectable French historical work.

The article, which is epitomized,
M

1 nlevement d'un vaisseau

anglais de la compagnie des Indes, par huit prisonniers d< guerre

francais," represent- the two principal actors to be Sells, one of

the chief quartermasters, and Thierry, the pilot, late belonging
to the French corvette, Bonne-Citoyenne, captured in March of

the preceding year.
. u. H
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These men, it appears, after a confinement of seven months in

the prison at Peters field, contrived to effect their escape, but

were arrested by the coast-fencibles, near Portsmouth, and re-

confined in one of the prisons there. Thence they were removed,
the account states, along with several other prisoners, to the

hulks, preparatory to being transported to Botany Bay. From
the hulks, Selis and Thierry, with six other Frenchmen, effected

their escape; but they were all retaken, and were finally em
barked on board the Lady Shore. These eight Frenchmen,
with no other assistance than that afforded by three Germane
and a Spaniard, are represented to have surprised and captured
the convict ship ;

which they afterwards carried to Monte-Video
and sold. 1

Accustomed as we are to the French manner of relating an

occurrence of this kind, the chief surprise it excites in us is, that

prisoners of war should have been sent to Botany Hay for having,

as, by a law of nature almost as strong as that of self-preserva-

tion, they were justified in doing, attempted to escape from

confinement. We think there must be a misstatement as to the

cause thai led to the banishment <>t' MM. Selis and Thierry ;
in

short, that these French prisoners had committed some act of

turpitude, the divulgement of which would have shown, not only
that their punishmenl had been justly inflicted, but that their

veracity was not to be relied upon.
<>n the 1 th of August, at daylight, the British 38-gun frigate

Arethusa, Captain Thomas Wolley, being in latitude i'>0
J 49'

north, longitude 55c •",(>' west, and having a detained Prussian

ship in tow, discovered to windward three strange sail; one of

which, ;it about 7 h. 30 in. a.m. bore down, under French

colours, to within half gun-shot, and then opened her fire. This
the Arethusa was net slow in returning; and the French ship,
which, extraordinary to say. was only a. corvette of 20 long

8-pounders, made do attempt to escape, until .-he had foughl a

British L8-pounder frigate, mounting M guns, for half an hour,
ami sustained, besides considerable damage in her sails and

rigging, a loss of two seamen killed and eight wounded. The
Gaiete's fire was not wholly ineffectual

;
for the Arethusa lost

one seaman killed, tin captain's clerk (leg amputated), and two

seamen wounded.

The Gaiete
1

had 186 men on board at the commencement of

the action, and was commanded by Enseigne de Vaisseau Jean-

oif Guignier. One of the vessels in her company was the

s, t-mie vlli., P- 265.
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brig-corvette Espoir, of 14 guns. The latter kept to windward
until the action was over, and then stood away. What the

third vessel was does not appear; but, unless she was a con

nearly equal in force to the Gaiet£, the temerity of M. Guignier
in provoking the attack was highly censurable. At all ev< n .

his two consorts were not ambitions to take a share in an enter-

prise of such hardihood and danger as thai in which the French

enseigne de vaisseau lost his ship. The Gaiete* was quite a new

1, measuring 514 tons, and became a great acquisition to

the class of British 2 -pm Bhips.

On the loth of August the Alexandrian schooner, of six guns,

4-pounders, and 40 men and boys, commanded by Lieutenant

William Wood Senhouse, and acting as tender to the Prince of

Wales 98, Bear-admiraJ Harvey".- flag-ship at Martinique, being
on a crui-e off the island, in quest of French privateers, fell in

with, and, after a spirited action of 45 minutes, captured, the

French privateer schooner Coq, of six guns. 1 or 6 pounders
I "n ncli, and 34 men

;
of whom two were killed and five wounded.

< >n the same evening Lieutenant Senhouse attacked another

privateer Bchooner, of apparently greater force
;
but which, alter

a running action of some Length, escaped owing to the darkness

of the night.
i »n the -1st of August, in latitude 48° 3' north, longitude 8°

. the British 16-gun brig-sloop Penguin, Captain John King
Pulling, being on the larboard tack, with the wind blowing hard

from the eastward, discovered, right ahead, two armed bri§

evidently cruisers, standing towards her. At 9h 30m. a.m.,

the Btrangera having weathered the Penguin by about a mile,

here down, the headmost brig under English colours. Xodoubt,
\. i .

.

risting as to their character, the Tenguin opened her

tire, ami soon compelled them to haul up again on the starboard
Th'- Penguin then wore, and, coming to on the same

tack, as they were, kept under their lee, pouring a steady fire

into both of them. At 'j h. 45 m. a.m. the sternmost brig struck

her colours and hove to; hut the sea was running too high to

allow the P( Qguin to take immediate possession of her. fid

over the remaining brig, which, both in appearance and !- ality,

was by far the more formidable of the two, was endeavourin

The P< nguin lost no time in pursuing this vessel; and,
after a running light of 1 hour and 40 minutes, during which
the British crew, owing to the high sea and pr< bb of sail neces-

sary, had worked the guns knee-deep in water, compelled the

Trench brig privateer Oisear., of 18 guns, to surrender.
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At noon the Penguin took possession of the prize, and in half

an hour made sail after the Oiseau's consort
; -who, by this time,

was nearly out of sight to leeward, using every effort to escape.
At 4 p.m. the Penguin overtook and brought to the fugitive ;

which proved to be the Express, of Dartmouth, prize to the

Oiseau, and formerly the French privateer, Appocrate, of 14 guns.
The Penguin came off with very little damage and no loss.

The Oiseau, besides losing her maintopmast a few minutes be-

fore she struck, suffered greatly in hull, masts, and rigging, and

had one man killed, and five wounded. The guns of the Penguin,

formerly the 1 Hitch brig Comet, as ordered for her when fitted,

were 14 long 9-pounders and two 18-pounder carronades, with a

complemenl of 124 men and boys. The guns mounted by the

Oiseau were L6 French 8 and two 12 pounders, all long guns,
with a complement, on board, of 119 men and boys.

Even had the Oiseau been alone, the capture of her by the

Penguin would have been a creditable affair. As it was, Captain

Pulling evinced a commendable promptitude in following up his

first advantage; and the Penguin's officers and crew, in general,

gave a decided proof of their judgment and bravery in effecting

the capture of two such opponents.
On the 17th of September, at 7 h. 30 m. a.m., Cape Nicholas

Mole in the island of St. Domingo bearing south by west half-

west, the British 18-gun brig-sloop Pelican, Lieutenant Thomas

White, acting commander, in the absence of Captain JohnGas-

coyne, who was ill on shore, saw in the north-north-west stand-

ing towards her on the larboard tack, with the wind at east, a

strange brig, evidently of force; and which was the French

privateer Trompeur, of L2 long French 6-pounders, and 78 men
and boys. The Pelican immediately made sail in chase. At

8 h. 45 m. a.m. the Trompeur hoisted her colours; and the

Pelican who had already hoisted hers, while crossing the Trom-

i>. or on the contrary track, opened her broadside. The Pelican

then wme round hi r opponent's stern, and kept up a continued

and well-directed fire, until 9 h- 20m. a.m.; when the Trom-

peur, hauling on board her larboard tacks, made all sail to get
a way.
The Pelican, a- boob as she had repaired her running-rigging

which had been very much cut, crowded sail to gel again along-

side of her opponent. This, at 45 minutes pasl noon, the Pelican

accomplished ;
and opening her fire a second time, continued it

with so much spirit and effect, the yard-arms of the two brigs
1 ing locked during the greater part of the time, that at 1 h.
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10 m. p.m. the Trompenr blew up abaft, and in five minutes
more went down by the head The Pelican's boats were imme-
diately hoisted out. and GO of the drowning crew, including the

captain, were happily rescued. No officer could have fought
hi- ship more bravely than this captain had: he was seen, in

the hottest of the fire, standing on tin- quarter-deck, exhorting
his men to do their duty ;

and do their duty they did in the most
valiant manner.
The loss on board the Trompeur by the Pelican's shut do< s

not appear ; but, from the effect of those shot upon the brig's

hull, it must have been very severe. The loss sustained by the
Pelican amounted to one killed, and five wounded.
The Pelican is the same "

frigate with her mizenmast out." 1

which a twelvemonth previous caused snch great consternation
on board the French frigate Sieclee. The effectual manner in

which the crew plied their guns, in action with the Trompenr,
inconteetably shows that they had not fallen off in their disci-

pline.
9

< 'n the 4th of October, at daybreak, the island of Barbadoes

bearing west four or five leagues, the British G-gun schooner

Alexandrian, still commanded by Lieutenant William "Wood

Senhouse, descried- a schooner on her quarter, in chase of an
American brig to leeward. No sooner did the strange schooner

>ver the Alexandrian to be an armed vessel, than she hauled

her wind to the northward, and was immediately pursued by the

r. At lj a.m. the Alexandrian overtook the schooner, and.

after a close action of 50 minutes, compelled her to haul down
her colours. The prize proved to be the French privateer

Epicharis, mounting eight carriage-guns (probably 4-pounders),
with a complement, as counted, of 74 men. The Alexandrian,
in this contest, lost one seaman killed and four wounded: the

Epicharis, tour killed and 12 severely wounded.
< >n the 25th of October, near the island of Teneriffe, the

vol. i., p. 396. the Pelican, bad not Captain Whi
2 It appears thsi an omission not at all avoid their united attack, k'

j

atiril* . lr. James, but to Captain ward of theTrompenr, and thus prevented
White, baa occurred in the relation of the being boarded, which seemed the obj
action between the Pelican and iht- Trom- bis opponents. As the Trompeur and

peur. It i ae Trompeur was schooner were a little distant froi

joiped in the early part of the day, during other. Captain White depressed hi-

the time eh . ith the Peli- ran alongside the Trompenr, and.

can.lv r. This vessel had sixty three bn sank. The bin

men on board, trained and intended to of Captain White in rescuing the cr. w,
board the l)rake, a vessel which had afforded time for the schooner to effect hei

greatly annoyi i the mall craft escape by ruining into Jean Rabeu—
along the Island of St. Domingo. She Editor.

might now have turned the scale against
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French ship privateer Hyene, of 24 long 8-pounders and 230

men, from Bayonne, mistaking the British 44-gun frigate Inde-

fatigable, Captain Sir Edward Pellew, for a Portuguese India-

man, bore down to capture her. As soon as she was unde-

ceived, the Hyene made all sail to escape, and would have

succeeded, had she not carried away her foretopmast. Even
with this accident, the Hyene led the Indefatigable, who was

herself a good sailer, a ehase of eight hours before she brought
to and surrendered.

The account of the capture, in Slay, 1793, of the British

24-gun ship Bysena, by the French 40-gun frigate Concorde, has

already appeared. Thinking to improve the Hyaena's sailing,

a quality in which she was remarkably deficient, the Frenchman,
who purchased the vessel of the captors, cut away her quarter-
deck and forecastle, and thus made her a flush ship. The plan

completely succeeded, as was manifest, both during her chase

by the Indefatigable, and on her restoration to the British

service
;
in which, armed with twenty 32-pounder carronades

and two long 9-poundcrs, the Hyaena, although built as long ago

778, continued lor some years to be a useful cruiser.

On the l'-'th of November, latitude 49° 48' north, and longi-

tude 22 L8' west, the British 18-pounder 32-guD frigate C< rb< -

rus, Captain John Drew, captured the French ship privateer

Epervier, of sixteen 4-pounders ami 145 men; on the 13th

recaptured a ship, her prize; and on the 1 -11 h captured another

ship-privateer, the Renard, carrying eighteen 6-pounders and

men. The Cerberus also chased the ship-privateer Buona-

parte, mounting, as represented, 32 guns, with a crew of 250

men, and would have captured her. had not the frigate's Btnd-

ding-sails and main topgallantmasl be< n carried away. Asil was.

the < lerberus pressed the Buonaparte so closely, and annoyed hi r

so much with her bow-guns, as to compel her to throw 0V( <-

board t he greater part of her guns and stores, and, as was under-

let, to i turn to Bordeaux.
< )n the I3tb of November, early in the morning, while the

British l^-gun ship-sloop Fairy, Captain Joshua Sydney Horton,
and hired armed cutter Fox, having just weighed from off

i dais, were cruising, with lighl winds, about nine miles to the

westward of Seat' r cliff, the cutter, which was about seven miles

ahead of her consort, made the signal for an enemy. The haze

clearing discovered to the Fairy a lugger, about three miles to

the westward of the Fox

Captain Horton, hoisting out his boats, proceeded in them to
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the assistance of the cutter. During the chase, the Fairy's launch

separated from the other boats, and went in chase of a second

lugger, which Mr. James Middleton, the purser of the Fairy and
the launch's commanding officer, discovered running along shore

to the westward. At about 2 r.M. the breeze freshened, when,

having no longer any prospect of overtaking the lugger in the

offing, Captain Horton, with the Fox and boats, tacked in shore

to the support of his launch; which, with a crew of only an
officer and seven nun. had already brought to action the French

lugger privateer Epervier. mounting two 2-pound carriage guns
and four swivels, besides musketoons and small anus, with a
crew of 25 men. and lying at anchor within musket-shot of the

westernmost of two batteries in Whitesand bay. In the face

of this comparatively overwhelming force, Mr. Middleton car-

ried the lugger just before Captain Horton got up to his

assistance.

Mr. Middleton was the only man of his little party hurt on

this gallant occasion; a grape-shot had badly grazed his

stomach, causing a very painful and rather a dangerous wound.
The privateer \\;,s commanded by an Irishman named George
Hammond; who, together with the lugger's crew, three of

whom were badly wounded, effected his escape. Captain Horton

concludes his letter to Admiral Peyton, transmitting an account

of the Epervier's capture, with the following encomium upon the

merit of Mr. Middleton :

'• His gallantry on this occasion speaks
for itself, nor is it the first time I have witnessed it I beg
leave to recommend him strongly to your attention."

On the 20th of December, at LO a.m., the British 18-pounder

36-gun frigate Phoebe, Captain liobert Barlow, being in latitude

north, longitude 8 J 4' west, observed a strange ship

standing towards her. At 11 h. •';<> m. a.m. the stranger, which

eventually proved to be the French .'iG-gun frigate Nereide,

Captain Antoine Canon, hoisted a Dutch jack, and hauled to the

wind. The Phoebe immediately tacked and stood after the

ide, which .-hip was then on her weather bow. The chase

continued during the day, with very little advantage on either

side. At 4 r.M. the Nereide bore west-south-west, distant about

five miles. At ''. cm. both ships being taken aback, bore up.
At 8 p.m. the Phoebe was drawing up fast with the enemy;
who, at 9 p.m.. burnt two blue lights, and commenced tiling her

stern-chasers, which did considerable damage to the Phoebe'e

masts, sails, and rigging.
At 9 h. 10 m. p.m., just as the Phoebe was m a situation to
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commence the attack, the Nereide hove in stays ; and, owing to

the crowd of sail carried by the Phoebe, and the extreme dark-

ness of the night, the preparations for tacking on board the

Nereide were unperceived by Captain Barlow, so as to enable

him to make the necessary dispositions for adopting, \\ ith

promptitude, his adversary's manoeuvre. The delay this occa-

sioned exposed the sails and rigging of the Phoebe to additional

injury from the Nereide's tire
; but, in a few minutes, tin- Phoebe

came round, and the two frigates, in passing on opposite tacks,

exchanged broadsides.

At 10 p.m. the Phoebe got fairly alongside her opponent ;

when both ships hacked their maintopsails, and commenced the

action in earnest, the Nereide placing herself at about four ships'

length to windward of the Phoebe. In a short time the Nereide,

having received considerable injury in her masts, rigging, and

sails, fell on board the Phoebe a little ahead of the main chains.

The latter immediately bore up, and got clear of her; then

hauled to the wind and again approached ;
when at 10 h. 45 m.

p.m., jus! as the Phoebe was preparing to renew the attack,

the Nereide hauled down the light.which she had been carrying,

and hailed that she surrendered. Neither ship appears to have

had any mast shut away, but. both had suffered much, particu-

larly the Nereide, in their rigging and sails. The hull of the

latter was also a good deal shattered, and her stern windows

were entirely beaten in.

The Phoebe, whose force in guns was exactly that of the

Phoenix,
1

sustained, out of a crew of 261 men and boys, a loss of

three men killed and 10 wounded. The loss of the Nereide,

whose force was less, by two 6-pounders and two 36-pounder
carronades (taken from her forecastle), than thai of the frigate
of her class in the Table at p. 59, vol. i., with a complement, as

sworn to by her officers, of 330 men and boys, was much

greab r
;

sh< having had 20 killed and 55 wounded.

Co '<? of the Combittiints.

B ladside-guns . . . I,.'

ew No.

.Sz>' tons.

Sere, as in many other cases we have recorded, is a nomi-

nally equal match Bhown to have been decidedly otherwise. A
1 See vol. i., p. 364.

Phoebe.
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third of superiority in weight of metal is far from counterp
by a fifth of inferiority in number of men. The relative propor-
tion of loss proves, however, that, had more been required of,

more could have be< n performed by, Captain Barlow, his officers

and ship's company. Captain Canon, un the other hand, as soon
ai action became unavoidable, made a creditable defence.

The Nereide was purchased for the British navy, and under
the same nam.- registered as a 12-pounder 36. Captain Barlow,
in his official letter, speaks thus of his first-lieutenant: "From
my Brat-lieutenant (Michael) Halliday, I experienced all the

support which 1 with confidence expected from so gallant and
skilful an officer, which, amidst the difficulties to be contended
with in a night action, was an incalculable advantage." In July
<>f the following year Lieutenant Halliday was promoted to the
rank of commander.

< »n the 2l th of 1
'• cember, in the middle of a dark night, clos6

off Dungeness, the British gun-brig Growler, of ten 18-pounder
carronade8 and two long guns, and fifty men and boys, com-
manded by LieutenantJohnHollingsworth, escorting, incompany
with some other ships of war. a coasting convoy, was surpi

boarded, and, after the l"ss of her commander, second officer

(both mortally wounded), and several of her crew, carried, by
the two French lugger privateers Espiegle, of ten French

i-pounders and at least 80 men, commanded by Captain
Duchesne, and Ruse, of eight 4-pounders and at least 70 mi n

Captain Denis Fourmentin; and both of whom mistook the

Growler, in the tir>t instance, for a merchant vessel. Having,
at a v.ry trifling loss, possessed themselves of the British gun-
brig, the two privateers succeeded, the next morning, in r*

ing Boulogne with their prize ; and, as might naturally be

expected, Captain Duchesne and I'ourmentin experienced from
the inhabitants the must joyous reception. This was not all :

the French minister of marine wrote the two captains a very
flattering letter; which, indeed, was no less thanthey deserved.
Had as the case was. it is not now that, for the first time, the

ir. made known to the English public, by any mean
discreditable an affair as steel, h, his

" Naval Chron gist," by
the following incautiously admitted entry, lias made it appear :

" Growl r, gun-v« Bsel, taken off Dungeness by two French row-

boats." Nor, singularly enough, have we ever been able to dis-

cover, until a French account met our eye, a contradiction I

humiliating a statement.

On the night of the 29th of December, off the coast of France
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the British 44-gun frigate Anson, Captain Philip Charles

Durham, having a tew hours before parted in chase from the

38-gun frigate Phaeton, Captain the Hon. Robert Stopford,
fell in with, and after the exchange of a few shot captured, the

French ship-corvette Daphne, late the British 20-gun ship of the

same name; 1

or, as Captain Durham, imitating the French,
describes a ship of only 429 tons, '"late his majesty's frigate

Daphne, mounting 30 guns."
Out of a crew, as represented, of 276, including 30 passengers

of various descriptions, the Daphne, before she could be induced

to surrender, lost five men killed and several wounded. The
Anson had no one hurt. Two of the French passengers were
the civil commissioners Jacquelin and Lacaize, charged with

despatches [thrown overboard] for Guadeloupe ;
whither the

Daphne was bound.

Colonial Expeditions.
—North America.

The melancholy loss on this station of the British 12-pounder

36-gun frigate Tribune, Captain Scory Barker, is of too interest-

ing a nature to be passed summarily over. The ship had quitted

England in September, with a convoy for Quebec and .New-

foundland ; from which convoy, early in November, bad weather

had compelled her to part company. On the 1.6th, at aboul

8 a.m., the harbour of Halifax, Nova-Scotia, was discovered;
and as, Owing to a strong wind from east-south-east, the ship
lit approached the land, Captain Marker proposed to the

master, Mr. James Clubb, to lie to until a pilot came on board.

The master has been represented to have replied, that he had

beal a H-gun ship into the harbour, and had frequently been

there; and thai there was no necessity for a pilot, as the wind

was favourable. < lonfiding in these assurances, <

laptain Barker

went below, and busied himself in arranging seme papers that

he wished to take on shore. The master, iii the mean time, had

undertaken the pilotage of the ship, placing great confidence in

the judgment ofanegro-mai board, who had formerly be-

longed to Halifax. At aboul n the ship had approached so

near to the Thrum-cap shoals, that .Mr. Clubb became alarmed,

and sent for Mr. (ialvin, one of the master's mates, who was

sick below, .lust as the latter stepped upon the deck, the man
in the chains, with the lead. Bang out,

"
By the markfive." At

the same instant the black man forward called out "Steady."
1 Sf-e vol. i

, p. 262.



1797.J
• OF THE TRIBUNE. 107

Mr. Calvin then got upon one of the carronades, to observe the

situation of the ship : whereupon the master, in much agitation,
ran to the man at the wheel, and took it from him, with the

intention of wearing the ship : hut, before this couldbe effected,

the Tribune struck.

Signals of distress were immediately made, and were as

promptly answered by the military posts and ships in the har-

bour. Some military boats, and one from the dockyard, with

Mr. Rackum, the boatswain of the ordinary on board, reached

~!n'p; but none of the other boats were able to pull agai

the heavy wind and sea. By lightening the ship, the Tribune,
at about 8h, 30m. p.m.. began to heave, and at 9 p.m. swang
off from the shore

;
but without her rudder, and with seven

water in the hold. By active exertions at the chain-pumps,
the leak appeared to decrease, and the best bower-anchor was

l
>

;
but it failed to bring the ship up. The cable was then

cut, and the jib and foretopmast staysail set. The south-

gale had by this time greatly increased, and was fast driving

ship to the western shore. To prevent that, if possible, the

small bower was let go, in 13 fathoms, and the mizenmast cut

away.
It was now about- 10 p.m.: and. as the water continued to

gain upon the ship, little hope remained of saving the Tribune

or the lives of her unhappy crew. About this time two ofti.> rs

of the Fusileers, who had come from Halifax, quitted the sink-

ing ship: which continued to drive before the storm towards

the shore ;
the tremendous noise of the billows, as they dashed

against the precipices that lined it, presenting to those, who

it escape perishing with the vessel nothing but the expec-

tation of a more painful death. After making two dreadful

lurches, the Tribune went down, and left, struggling for their

existence, upwai men of her complement, besides other

ds from the shore, and, what so augmented the horrors of

the E d women and children. Mr. Galvin, who. when

ship sank, was below, directing the mi n at the chain-pumps,
was washed up the hatchway and thrown into the waist, and

thence into the sea. As he plunged, his feet struck a rock ;

but, presently ascending, he swam to gain the main shrouds.

In his way thither, he was suddenly caught hold of by three poor

wretches. To disengage himself from these, he dived into the

water, and. on again rising, swam to the shrouds, f p n n ach-

ing the main-top. he seated himself, with others, on an arm-

chest that was lashed to the mast. The fore-top was at this
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time occupied by about 10 persons; and there were upwards
of 100 clinging to the shrouds and other parts of the wreck.

Owing to the severity of the storm, however, and the length
of a November night, nature became exhausted, and the per-
sons on the shrouds, one by one, dropped and disappeared.
The falling of the mainmast, soon after midnight, had plunged
more than 40 persons into the waves, and only nine, besides

Mr. Galvin, succeeded in regaining the top; which now rested

on the mainyard, that being fortunately held to the ship by a

portion of the rigging. Of the 10 who had regained the main-

top, four only, including Mr. Galvin, were alive by morning: of

the 10 also in the fore-top, three, being too much exhausted to

help themselves, had been washed away; and three others had
died as tluy lay, leaving, by daylight on the 17th, four men only
in the foretop.
We will here relate an anecdote, strongly illustrative of that

thoughtlessness of danger for which the British tar has been so

famed. Among the survivors in the foretop were two seamen,

named Robert Dunlap and Daniel Munroe. The latter, in the

night, had disappeared; and it was concluded he had been
washed away along with several others. However, after a

lapse of more than two hours, Munroe, to the surprise of

Dunlap, suddenly thrust his head through the lubber's hole, or

the vacant space between the head of the lower mast and the

edge of the top. His answer to his messmate's inquiry was, that

lie had been cruising for a better berth; that, alter swimming
about the wreck for a considerable time, he had returned to

the fore shrouds, and crawling in on the catharpings (small ropes

serving to brace in the shrouds of the lower masts behind their

respective yards), had been sleeping there more than an hour.

The firs! exertion that was made from the shore for the relief

of the sufferers was, at about 11 a.m. by a boy, lo years old,

from Herring cove, who pushed off, by himself, in a small skiff.

With greal exertions, and at extreme personal risk, this noble

lad reached the wreck; and, backing his little boat close to the

foretop was waiting to take off two of the men, all his skiff

could safely cany, when occurred a trait of unparalleled magna*
nimity. Dunlap and Munroe, who, throughout the night, had

in a wonderful manner preserved their strength and spirits, and

who, of the four survivors in the foretop, were now the onlj

persons in full possession of the faculties of mind and body,

mighl have stepped into the boat and saved themselves at least.

But, no ; they chose to save their two half-dying and uncon-
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scions companions. These they lifted up, and, with great diffi-

culty, on account of the still raging sea. placed in the skiff; and

the "manly boy" rowed them triumphantly to the cove. After

having deposited hi- freight at the nearest cottage, the joyons
lad, to the shame of many older persons who had larger boats,

again put off with his skiff. His efforts to reach the wreck,

were, however, this time unavailing, and he returned to the

shore, wrung with disappointment. Shortly afterwards two or

three other boats, including the Trihune's jollyboat, which, with

four men, had quitted the ship just before she sank, ventured

out. and succeeded in bringing from the wreck the six survivors
;

making, with the four that had taken to the jollyboat and the

two that had been saved by the boy, 12 only out of 240 or 250

Bonis; including, as already noticed, several women and chil-

dren, arnl also many of those humane persons who had come
on board from Halifax to lend their assistance. Among the

number was an amiable young man, Lieutenant James,
1 of the

Nova-Scotia regiment, to the unspeakable distress of hisworthy
parents, and the sincere regret of an extended circle of friends.

The loss of the Tribune should operate as a lesson upon all

who are avariciously inclined. Had the master not been anxious

to grasp the money allowed by government to the pilot who
conducts the ship into port, the Tribune, and the many poor
souls that perished in her, might have been saved.

A war with Spain necessarily rendered Spain's colonies an

immediate object of attack to her powerful maritime opponent.

Accordingly, on the 12th of February, an expedition, composed
of four sail of the line, two sloops, and a bomb-vessel, under the

command of Rear-admiral Harvey, in the Prince of Wales, having
on board his ship Lieutenant-general Sir Ralph Abercromby, as

the commanding officer of the troops to be employed, quitted
Port Royal, Martinique. On the 14th the rear-admiral arrived

at the port of rendezvous, the island of Carinacou; and was
there joined by another sail of the line (the Invincible), two

frigates, three sloops, and several transports, containing the

troops d< stined for the attack. < >n the junction of this rein-

forcement, the admiral's force consisted of the

Gun-ship.

98 Prince of Wales . / ^-admiral
(r) Henry Harvey.

(Captain John Harvey.

Ittellona

...
, , George Wilson,

reanne . . ,. Thomas Macnamara Russell.

Invincible . . . . William Cayley.
1 Xi ither related, nor p-rsonally known, to the author.
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Gun-ship.

64 Scipio . . . Captain Charles Sydney Davers.

Frigates, Arsthusa, and Alarm.

Sloi'j'-, Favourite, Zebra, Zephyr, Thorn, and Victorieusc.

Bomb, Terror.

On the 15th the Bquadron and transports again set sail, run-

ning between the islands of Carinacou and Grenada. < >n the

morning of the 16th the whole arrived oft' Trinidad, and steered

for the gulf of Paria
;
when at about 3 h. 30 m. p.m., just as the

British squadron had passed through the Great Bocas channel,

a Spanish squadron was discovered at anchor in Shaggaramus
bay, consisting of the following four sail of the line and

frigate :
—

Gun-ship

80
«...

|
Rear-admiral Don Sebastian Ruiz de Apodaca

(Captain Don Geronimo Mendoza.

ilardo

. ,, Don Gabriel Soroodo.

o ante . ,, Don Raphael Bonasa.

San-Damaso. . ,, Don Josef Jordan.

Gun-frigate.

34 Santa-Cecilia . ,, Don Manual Urtesabel.

The advanced hour of the day, and the apparent strength of

Caspargrande island, which, mounting 20 pieces of cannon and

two mortars, commanded, and might have disputed the entrance

to the enemy's anchorage, determined the rear-admiral to order

the transports, under the protection of the Axethusa, Thorn,
and Zebra, to anchor a little further up th< gulf, at the distance

of aboul five miles from the town of Tort d'Espagne; while the

Alarm, Favourite, and Victorieuse Kept under Bail between the

transports and Port d'Espagne, to prevenl the escape of any
vessels from the latter. In the mean ti

,
the rear-admiral,

with his loin- sail of the line, anchored, in order of battle, within

random-shol of the Spanish batteries and line-of-battle ships, to

be prepared in ease the ships, having all their sails bent and

appi aring to be ready for sea. should attempt, during the night,
to effect their escape.
The British, while keeping a sharp look out, were Burprised,

at about 2 a.m. on the 17th. to observe flames bursting out

from one of the Spanish ships. In a Bhort time three others

were on fire, and all four continued to burn, with great fury,
until daylight. The fifth ship, the San-Damaso, escaped the

conflagration, and, without any resistance, was brought off by
the boats of the British squadron. The Spaniards, meanwhile,
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had abandoned Gkispargrande island ;
and it was occupied,

atti r daylight, by a detachment of the Queen's regiment.
In the coarse of the day the remainder of the troops were

landed, about three miles from Port d'Espagne, without the

slightest opposition: and. on the same evening, the town itself

was quietly entered. This led to an offer of capitulation on the

part of the Spanish governor; and, on the following day, the

island of Trinidad surrendered to the British arms, without an
effort at defence, and happily without a casualty, beyond one

r, Lieutenant Villeneuve of the eighth regiment, mortally

wounded, but in what manner the official account omits to notice.

Even should one be disposed to excuse a garrison, which.

including the detachment on Gaspargrande island, numbered,
even with 50 sick in the hospital, but 632 men, for so readily

yielding, it seems, at first sight, unaccountable, that Rear-
admiral Apodaca, with four sail of the line and a frigate, should
not have mad.- some show of resistance. The fact is, that not
one of his ships had her complement on board; as is proved by

official returns numbering but 1704, for the total of his

officer.-, seamen, and marines: whereas 27< 1 men would have
ded the prop r amount.

The island of Porto Pico, as a Spanish colony, came the next

in order of attack: but, before we go into the details of the

expedition for the reduction of that island, we willdescril

gallant little boat-exploit performed upon its roasts.

<»n the 22nd of March the British L2-pounder 32-gunfrig
Ibrmione, Captain Hugh Pigot, standing in hi tween the island

of Zacheo and the west end of Porto Rico, discovered a brig and
ral smaller vessels at anchor close in shore. The Hermione

dropped her anchor within half a mile of the vessels, and

abreast of a small battery, which immediately opened a fire upon
ship, but was very Bhortly silenced.

ptain Pigot then sent his h< ate, under the command of

Lieut Samuel Reid and Archibald Douglas, to take poE
Bion ofthev* seels. Although the latter, consisting of three small

Flench privateers and their 12 prizes, including the b

nnd, and a fire of musketry was k<
]
>t up by the enemy,

Lieutenant b'eid and his party, without the loss of a man, brought
them all out but two

;
and these 'hey burnt. On the next day.

the 23rd, Lieutenant Reid landed, and spiked and dismount, d

Tons upon the battery, and returned to his ship with the

panic good fortune as before. Finding that the private, rsmen
taken on .-hore the sails of their v. -

ptain Pigot was
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constrained to burn them all except the l>rig, which was a dcep-
hulcn and valuable vessel.

On the 8th of April, after having made every necessary ar-

rangement for the security of Trinidad, Rear-admiral Harvey,
and Lieutenant-general Sir Ralph Abercromby, with the Prince

of Wales, Bellona, Vengeance, and Alfred, Captain Thomas Totty
(wIki with the 38-gun frigate Tamer, Captain Thomas Byam
Martin, had just joined), and a few frigates and sloops, and with

as many of the troops as could be spared, set sail from Marti-

nique. On the l<11i the squadron arrived at St. Kitt's. and,

having there been joined by the 38-gun frigate Arethusa, Captain
Thomas Wolley, with pilots and guides from Tortola and St.

Thomas's, steered direct for Porto llico.

On the 17th the squadron came to an anchor off Congrejos

point. The whole of the north side of the island is bounded by
a reef, and it was with much difficulty that a narrow channel

was discovered about three leagues to the eastward of the town.

Through this channel the ship-sloops Fury and Beaver, Captains

Henry Evans and Richard Browne, with the lighter vessels,

passed into a small bay: in which, on the following morning,
the 18th, the troops were disembarked, after meeting a slight

opposition from about 100 of the enemy. On approaching the

town, however, the British troops found it too strongly fortified,

and too actively defended by gun-boats and other armed craft,

to be attacked with any hopes of success. After a bombard-

ment of some days* continuance, and an ineffectual attempt to

destroy a large magazine situated near the town, Lieutenant-

general Abercromby, on the 30th, abandoned the enterprise : and

the troops re-embarked, with the loss of one captain of the army
and 30 rank and tile killed, one lieutenant-colonel, one captain,
and OS rank and file wounded, and one captain, two lieutenants,

ami L21 rank and file missing, supposed to be taken prisoners.

making a total of 225 killed, wounded, and missing.
I 'n tie' I.M 1 1 of April, early in the morning, while V ice-admiral

Sir Hyde Parker, the British commander-in-chief on the Jamaica
station, was lying at anchor in Cape Nicolas .Mole, St. Domingo,
with the '.is.- nn ship nueen, Captain Man 1 >obson, and 74-gun

ships Thunderer and Valiant, Captain William Ogilvy and Ed-
mund < "rawley, the -'"--gun frigate Janus. < laptain Janues Bissett,

arrived with the intelligence of her having, the preceding even-

ing, (diased into the port of Maregol the French 3G-gun frigate

Bermione, or Harmonic, as named (we consider by mistake) ic

the British official account.
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Sir Hyde Parker immediately despatched the Thunderer to the

of Maregot, with orders, in ease the French frigate should

not be there, to proceed close alongshore between the island of

Tortuga and Port-au-Paix ;
while, with the Qneen and Valiant,

the vice-admiral kept more in the offing. Captain Ogilvy dis-

. red the French frigate, and chased her into Mostique inlet ;

and. having apprised Sir Hyde of the circumstance, was directed

to take the Valiant under his orders, and endeavour to effect

iho Hermione's capture or destruction.

At 4 h. 15 m. P.M. the Thunderer and Valiant, in close order,

bore up to examine the entrance of the inlet, keeping so close to

the shore as to be. when abreast of the frigate, in four fathoms

water; but the wind blew 80 bard, that it was found imprac-
ticable to anchor without a certainty of driving upon the reeks.

At a few minutes before 5 p.m. the Thunderer opened her fire

upon the Hermione, and soon afterwards the Valiant did the

same; but. tie- force of the wind no1 allowing the ships to re-

main long in their station, Captain Ogilvy was obliged to haul

off f"i- tie.' nig
< to the L6th, early in the morning, the two 7-ls renewed their

fire upon the frigate with such effect, that at 7 a.m. the Her-
mione was run on shore and set fire to by her crew, and at

E h. 47 in. a.m. blew up. The remains of the wreck lay close

to the shore, about four miles to windward of Jean-Babel. The
destruction of the Hermione was effected without the slight* st

loss or damage on the part of the two British ships. It appears
that the frigate- had been ordered to sea from I Jape Francois, by
the French deputies resident there, contrary to tin- opinion of

her officers, in order to convoy to that port a number of captured
American vessels, laden with provisions, and which had been

capture d and carried into Pori-au-1 'aix and Jean-Babel by French

privateers.
An expedition to the latter port was immediately concerted

;

and on the 20th Captain Pigot, of the British frigate Hermione,
having under his orders the Quebec and Mermaid of the same

force, i laptains John Cooke and Robert Waller Otway, brig-sloop

Drake, Captain John Perkins, and cutter Penelope, Lieutenant
Daniel Burdwood, proceeded towards the spot. The wind being

veryBght, and the current Betting strong to the eastward, the

squadron stood to the north-west until 3 pji.; keeping far

enough from the land to avoid being seen, it being the commo-
dore's intention to surprise the vessels with the boats under
cover of the night.

TOL. II. I
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Having stood in, so as to be close to the eastward of Jean-

Rabel before the land wind came off, the frigates ran along to

the westward until within two miles of the vessels; when the

boats of the squadron were sent in, with directions to row close

alongshore until they discovered the objects of their attack,

which, owing to the extreme darkness, were not then visible

from the frigates. The latter, in the meanwhile, kept running
under easy sail, about a mile from the shore, in order to draw oft

the enemy's attention from the boats.

At about 1 a.m. on the 21st, afire of musketry announced thai

the action between the boats and the French vessels had com-

menced. At this time the British were in possession of many of

the vessels, and had got one of them under way. The batteries

now opened a lire upon the ships, which tiny occasionally re-

turned. At 1 a.m. nine vessels, consisting of one ship, three

brigs, three schooners, and two sloops, being all in the port ex-

cept two small row-boats, were in possession of the British, and

standing out to the squadron with the land breeze. This dash-

ing and not unimportant service was performed without the loss

of a man ;
and we regret that Captain l'igot, by omitting them

in his official letter, has prevented us from giving the names of

the lieutenants and others who were present on the occasion.

On the 6th of April, in the nighfr, the boats of the .".'_'-gun
frigate Magicienne, < laptain William Henry Ricketts, and 4 L-gun

ship (armed en flute) Regulus, Captain William Carthew, placed
under the orders of Lieutenants John Maples and Alexander

M'Beath, first of their respective ships, assisted by Charles
< Iheshire and James Eteid the masters of each, Philip Luscombe

Perry, lieutenant of marines, Abraham Adams, purser, and John

Jordain, surgeon, belonging to the Magicienne, and George
Frazer, li< utcnant of marines belonging to the Regulus, entered

the harbour ol Cape-Boxo, in the island of St. Domingo, the

grand receptacle for French privateers and their prizes.
Eere the British boats captured, sank, and burnt 13 sail of

Bquare-rigged vessels and schooners, being the whole in the

port, i'\r pi on- Diinish ship. They also destroyed two bat-
- of two guns each, 6 and 4 pounders, at the entrance and

head of the harbour. To add to the value of this gallant enter-

prise, it was performed without the loss of a man on the British

side. We acknowledge ourselves indebted to Captain Ricketts

for having subjoined to his official letter the surnames of the

officers employed in this expedition, and should have been still

more so had the Christian names been added ;
the omission of
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which, coupled with the mispelling in the Gazette, has occa-

sioned u^ no slight trouble.

On the 22nd the Magicienne, Kegulus, and Fortune schooner.

upon doubling Cape Tiberon, discovered a privateer-sloop and

lour schooners at anchor in Carcasse bay. The presence of

tin se V< BSels, and the firing of an alarm gun, convinced Captain
Rioketts that the neighbouringpost of Irois and its dependence s

were about to be attacked by the French. To frustrate the

_us of the latter, the Magicienne and Kegulus stood in, and,
alter anchoring, commenced so heavy and well-directed a can-

nonade upon a battery near the shore, that, in a little -while, the

enemy abandoned it, and lied to the mountains : leaving in pos-
Bession of the British his ii< Id-pieces, ammunition, and provi-
sions, as well as the merchant vessels at anchor, which were laden

with necessaries for carrying on the siege. The fire from the

shore-batter;. oned a loss to the British of four seamen
killed, one master's mate (Mr. 3Iorgan), and ten seamen

wounded, while in the Magicienne's boat endeavouring to tow
out the privateer. This spirited attack, made by Captain
liicketts with his little squadron, is acknowledged by Erigadier-

ral Church, in his public despatch, to have completely saved
the fort of Irois, and the country to which it was the key.

Although our plan has been to be sparing of details in cast s

of mutiny, especially wh< re r< stricted to individual ships, y< I

there was one case of the latter description in the "West Indies.

too flagrant in its proceedings, and ton fatal in its immediate

quenccs, not to be made an exception. On the night oi

the 22nd of September, while the 32-gun frigate Hermione.

Captain Hugh Pigot, was cruising off the west end of Porto-

Rico, a most daring and unexampled mutiny broke out onboard
of lur. It appears that, on the preceding day, while the crew

reefing the topsails, the captain called aloud that he

would if aan off the mizentopeail yard. "The poor
fellows well knowing that he would keep his word (and though
the lot would naturally fall on the outermost, and conseqtn ntlj

the mosl ,eachresolved at any rate to escape from punish-
ment : two of them, who from their position couldnot reach the

topmast rigging, made a spring to get over their comrades within
d their hold, fell on the quarter-deck, and were

both killed. This being reported to the captain, hi is said to

have made answer,
' Throw the lubbers overboard.'

"
: It api

1
Brcnton, vol ii„ p. 436.
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also, that all the other men, on coming down, Avoir severely rc-

primanded, and threatened with punishment.
This most tyrannical conduct on the part of Captain Pigot,

operating upon a very motley, and, from a succession of similar

acts til' oppression, ill-disposed ship's company, produced dis-

content, which kept increasing until the nexl evening, when it

fatally burst forth. The men. in addition to the loud murmurs

theynttered, now began throwing double-headed shot about tin-

deck : and on the first-lieutenant's advancing to inquire into the

cause of the disturbance, they wounded him in the arm with a

tomahawk. He retired for awhile, and then returned; when
the wretches knocked him down with a tomahawk, cut his

throat, and threw him overboard. "The captain, hearing a.

noise, ran on deck, but was driven back with repeated wounds:
seated in his cabin he was stabbed by his cockswain and threi

other mutineers, and, forced out of the cabinwindows, was heard

to speak as be went astern.'" 1 In a similar manner did the mu-
tineers proceed with eight other officers

; cutting and mangling
their victims in the most cruel and barbarous manner. The

only officers that escaped destruction were, the master, Edward

Southcott, the gunner, Richard Soarle, the carpenter, Richard
I 'rice, one midshipman, David O'Brien Casey, and the cook,

William Bfoncrief: tho.se murdered were, the captain, three

lieutenants, purser, surgeon, captain's clerk, one midshipman,
the boatswain, and the lieutenant of marines.

Saving thus rid themselves of every possible opponent, the

mutineers carried t lie ship into La < ruayra, a port of the Spanish

Main; repre enting to the Spanish governor that they had

turned their officers adrift in the jollyboat. The governor, soon

afterwards, in spite ofthe remonstrances of Rear-admiral Henry

Harvey, the British commander-in-chief on the Leeward-island

station, who fully explained the horrid circumstances under

which the ship had been taken possession of, fitted the Jlcr-

mione for sea as a Spanish national frigate.

Could we di scant upon the humanity or general kind be-

haviour of the llermione'e late captain, it might serve to

heighten, if anything could heighten, the guilt of his mur-

derers; I'Ht a regard to truth compels us to state, that Captain

Hugh Pigol bore a character very opposite to B mild one : in

short. In has been described to us by those who knew him well,

as one of the most cruel and oppressive captains belonging to

the British navy.
1 Brcnton, vol. ii., p. 436.
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Many of the Bermione's mutineers were afterwards taken,
and suffered for their crimes

;
crimes that, had they each a dozen

lives, merited the sacrifice of the whole. If the .\li Pacha ofthe

ship had been the Bole victim of their rage, the public indigna-
tion might have been appeased the instant the daily practices of

the tyrant became known; but the indiscriminate slaughter of

their officers, even to the young clerk and midshipman, gave a
shock to public feeling which vibrates even yet when the subject
is touched upon. That the mutineers of the Hermione should
turn traitors to their offended country, was the natural conse-

quence Hi' the enormity of their guilt. Of those subsequently
taken and brought to punishment, some, from repentance, others,

from hardened shamefulness, confessed their guilt, and gave mi-

nute details of the horrid transaction.

East Indies.

Although no < vent of a strictly warlike character happened in

the eastern quarter of the globe during the year 1797, an occur-

rence equally within the province of the naval annalist forces

itself upon our attention. Some time in the month of October
that baneful spirit of. mutiny and insubordination, which had
caused such a sensation in Kngland. burst forth among the few
British ships of war stationed at the Cape of Good Hope. It

began in the form of a complaint against the captain of a par-
ticular ship, and then spread over the whole squadron. Nothing
but the most prompt measures on the part of the governor, Lord

Macartney, and of Rear-admiral Pringle and General Dundas,
put a stop to the violence of the mutineers. At length, the latter

delivered up their delegates. Many of these were executed, and
others severely flogged ;

and, after a short time, good orderand

discipline again prevailed in the squadrcn.
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BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS.

Directing our attention, as usual, to the abstract of the British

navy, drawn up for the commencement of the present year/ we
find an increase, though small, in the total of the line-of-battle

cruisers, but a decrease, of equal amount, in those in com-
mission. The whole number of cruisers, line and underline, has

increased considerably since the last abstract; and so, as a

accessary consequence, has the grand total of the navy. The

vessels, captured from the French, Dutch, and Spaniards,
amount to l< ss than half those in the preceding abstract ; but,

among the latter, were only three sail of the line, while the

line-of-battle ships in the former amount to L2 : of these, how-

ever, one only, the San-Josef, was of any value as a cruiser.

The continuance of the stormy weather of L796, through the

winter months of the following year, idled the casualty-list of

the latter with several melancholy cases of shipwreck. In other

respects, the loss sustained by the British navy during the year
I7H7 was of trifling amount/'

The "launched" columns of this abstract present nothing

worthy of remark
; except that we maynotice the foundation

of a new frigate class, the 40, carrying 24 pounders on the main

deck. The uew individual was the Endymion, a ship built as

nearly as possible after the Pomone, captured from the French
in April, IT'.'I :' but measuring 38 tons more, owing to an error

in the mode of taking the dimensions of the Pomone. Had
thai been rectified, the two ships would have measured nearly
alike.

We formerly stated thai the reign of the Pomone was a short

.Annual Abstract,No 6. e Appendix, No. 11.

Appendix, N ,9, and 10. vol. i., p. 224.



>.]
yi M1KALTY OEDEK FOB CABROKADES. 110

one. Tn the year 1796, through the ignorance of a French

pilot, the ship was run ashore in the night, on the Boeuft

Xantz. and was with difficulty got oft" by daylight. The Po-

mone's leaky state Bent her borne; nor could Sir John Borlase

Warren, Ihe commander of the squadron of which she formed a

parr. Bpare a .ship to accompany her. At one time the leak,

which was under the step of the foremast, had so depressed the

ship, that no water could he got to the pumps; but finally, by

grcat exertions on the part of her officers and crew, the Pomone
reached Plymouth. Captain Eyles, her commander, ran her at

oner into the harbour, without asking the usual leave: and he

and li is officers and crew received the thanks of the admiralty

for their promptitude. After being docked, the Pomone was

refitted for sea, hut received on hoard 18, instead of 24 pounders
for her main deck, on account of the weakness of her frame

from the shoek she had received. Subsequently the Pomone
was again run on shore, at the island of Jersey. The ship again

got oil" and returned to pert : hut was found to be so shaken in

I r frame, that -In- never afterwards went to sea.

There were two reasons why so few ships among the larger

classes were ordered in the year L797 : one was, the great num-

particularly of lirie-of-battle ship-, already on the stocks, or

about to be placed there
;

the other, the great number of fine

frigates that, sine.- the commencement of the war, had been

captured from the French, among which were nine of one class,

that averaged nearly 1100 t"ii~.

In the early part of the preceding year, several applications

bad been made by captains of 74-gun ships to have their Bhips

fitted witii carronades, similar to the Minotaur
;
for which ship,

since November, 1703, carronades had been ordered, in lieu of

h' r 9s, at the request of Bear-admiral Macbride.
This induced the board of admiralty, on tie- 17th of March, to

order that every line-of-battle ship, coming forward to be fitted,

should be prepared to receive carronades all along her quarter-
deck and forecastle, except in the wake of the shrouds. '!

I

carronadi s, except in special cases, were to be 32-pounders, and

usually amounted to within four, or at most six. of the whole

number of long guns originally established upon those decks.

As an example of one special case, the carronad< s, Lfi in num-

ber, ot the Gibraltar, then refitting at Plymouth, were ordered

to be 24-pounders; thus making all her guns, except the two

forecastle '.<s, of the same caliber: see notes § and K *
to the

First Annual Abstract As another exception, the Xeptune, a
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small-class 98, was at a subsequent day, May 6th, 1800, also

ordered 24-pounder carronades for her quarter-deck and fore-

castle.

Although no general order had as yet issued to arm frig;

with 32-pounder carronades on the quarter-deck and forecastle,

yet most of the captains, especially of the 38s and 36s, managed
to get the greater part of their long 9s exchanged for carronades

of that highly effective caliber. Six of the eight bomb-vessels

that had been purchased in the year 1797 Mere each ordered to

be fitted with eight 24-pounder carronades, instead of eight long

G-pounders as formerly; and the 42 launched and purchased
vessels of the gun-brig class (sec the Annual Abstract for the

year L798) were armed wholly with 18-pounder carronades. ex-

cept for chasers.

The number of commissioned officers and masters, belonging
to the British navy at the commencement of the year, was,
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Tainan, which, with two or three frigates were on the look-out
to windward, discovi red and gave chase to two strange sail.

distant about four .leagues to the eastward. At 2 p.m.. as the
Uritish advanced ships were getting abreast of the two stran °

then ascertained to be enemy's ships, a third, and a much larger
sail, made her appearance about live leagues off, in the east-

south-east^ working up alongshore towards Brest. The latter

me the preferable object of pursuit, and was therefore at

5 li. -i.~> ni. p.m., chased under all sail by tin- Mars, Ramillies,
and 38-gun frigate Jason, Captain Charles Stirling, the only
three ships of Lord Bridport's fleet that were near enough to

obtain a sight of the stranger. At ''. h. 20 in. p.m. the Ramillies,

carrying away her fi retopmast, dropped astern: and the chase
was continued by the Mars and .lason. the body of the British

fleet then bearing from the former west, distant 10 or 11 miles,
and the Penmarcks east-south-east, distant about nine miles.

Every effort was used to accelerate the sailing of the Mars;
and -he evidently _ i. as well upon the Jason as upon the

enemy, now plainly seen to be a ship of the line. At 7 h. 30 m.
. the Penmarcks bearing south-east half-east distant seven

ight hiil-. the stranger evinced an intention to escape

through the passage du Raz. Soon afterwards the Mars put
it on the starboard tack: and at 8 h. 30 m. p.m., Bee du

Raz bearing north by east two or three miles, the French 7 1-gun

ship Hercule, Captain Louis l'Heritier, finding herself unable to

work up against a strong current, dropped anchor and furled

hi r sails. Tin's was just at the month of the passage, and at a
distance from Brest, the port Bhe was endeavouring to reach, of

about seven leagues. The Hercule then carried a spring out.

abaft, and put herself in the best possible state to give a warm
ption to the Mars, now fast coining up.

At si h. 1", ni. p.m. the latter, who had by this time run the
• uly out of sight, hauled up her courses. At 9 h. 1" m.

p.m. the Hercule opened her starboard broadside upon the Mars,
and received an almost immediate return. Finding, how-
that the strength of the current would not allow him, while
under way. to take up a proper fighting position, Captain II". d

resolved to anchor. Accordingly, at 9 h. 25 m. p.m.. the Mars-

ranged ahead of the Bercule, and, having |

on to a short

distance, let go hi r anchor. As the Mars dropped astern, the

anchor on her larboard -bow caught the anchor on the starboard

bow of the Hercule ; and, thus entangled, with their sides rub-

bing together, did the two ships engage, until 10 h. 30 m. p.m.;
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at which time the Hercule, having failed in two attempts to

board, and being dreadfully shattered in her hull, particularly
on the starboard side, hailed that she struck.

So close had the ships fought, that the guns on the lower deck
of each could not, as usual, be run out, but were obliged to be

fired within board. With the exception of the jib-boom of the

Mars, neither ship lost a spar. During the first ten minutes of

the action, however, while the latter was obstructed in her ma-
noeuvres by the wind and tide, her bowsprit, foremast, and fore-

yard received several of the Hercule's shot. In other respects,
the damage to both ships was confined to the hulls. The Mars
had her hammocks, boats, and spars shot through, and three or

four of her first-deck ports unhinged in the collision of the ships'
her hull, also, was hit in several places. The Hercule's starboard

side was riddled from end to end. Several of the ports were un-

hinged; and, to some instances, the spaces between the ports'

entirely laid open. The contrast between the two sides of tin-

ship was, indeed, most remarkable : the larboard side, which had
been very slightly injured, was of a bright yellow; while the

Starboard side, or what remained of it, was burnt as black as a

cinder. The five aftermost starboard lowerdeck guns of the

Hercule were dismounted, and several of the others much

damaged.
The loss sustained by the Mars, in this long and close-fought

action, was necessarily severe. Out of a crew of 634 men and

boys, slie had her commander, captain of marines (Joseph White i.

one midshipman (.lames Blythe), \~> seamen, and four pri-

vate marines killed, three seamen ami five private marines miss-

ing (but in what way neither the official letter, nor the log,

gives any account), and her third and fifth lieutenants (George

Argles, badly, but who would not quit the deck, and George
Arnold Ford), one midshipman (Thomas Sonthey), 36 seamen,
two serg< nts of marines, and one drummer wounded

; total, 30

killed and missing, and 60 wounded.

No accurate account has been given of the loss on board the

French Bhip; whose crew, as deposed to by her principal sur-

viving officers, consisted of 680, being 20 short of her esta-

blished number according to the latest regulation, and which

would probably have been Idled up on her arrival at Brest.

Some accounts reckoned the killed and wounded of the French

ship at 100; but the Hercule's officers, who were the best

judges, did not consider the number to exceed 290, an amount:

greater, as it was, than two-tilths of her complement.
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The Mare was a 24-pounder 71: that is, she mounted that
caliber of gun, 30 in number, upon her second deck, with, as it

appears, sixteen long 9s and two 32-pounder carronades on the

quarter-deck and forecastle, and six 24-pounder carronades on
the poop, total 54 guns. The guns of the Hercule, as found on
board of her, were 7- in number, precisely of the nature
bhshed upon her class, as particularized at No. 4 in the small
Table at p. 59 of the first volume.

Comparative Force of the Combat

Broadside-crims .

JIars.

No. 41
' *

\lbs. 98+
No. 634

Size tons. is;,.;

Hercule.

18761

A fairer match one seldom sees on paper. But there were
seme qualifying circumstances, the absence of which, in the

estimation of those who view the affair as a mere struggle for

glory, would have rendered the prize a yet more honourable

trophy. The Eercule bad been out of port but 24 hours, and
that for the first time since she had been launched; while the

Mars, inthewords ofEarl St. Vincent,was "an old commissioned,

well-practised ship."
2

Moreover, an English 18-pounder frigate
was not far off; and even Lord Bridport's fleet could see the

flashes of the guns. Upon the whole, therefore, the action of the
Mars and Bercule was one that, in the conduct of it throughout,
reflected about an equal share of credit upon both the contend-

ing parties.

Captain Hood was nephew to Lords Bridport and Hood, and
received a musket-ball in the femoral artery, about 2" minutes
after the action commenced; of which wound he died just as it

terminal iptain I/Hcritier was the same officer who so

gallantly fought the America in the action with Lord Howe.
< »n his return to France after the loss of the Hercule, Captain
L'Heritier was nut only acquitted by a court-martial, but re-

ceived, and no one can say he did not merit, a flattering lett r

from the minister of marine, Bear-admiral Bruix.
The Jason, who was about two miles off a1 the time of tho

Hercule's surrender, arrived on tin- spot in about twenty mini

1
Principal dimensions of the two ships :—

Ft in.

Mar>, length of gun-deck, 176

Hercule, „ 1st 3
Extreme breadth . ... 49 2

„ ....
Clarke and M'Arthur's Life of Nelson, vol. ii., p. 57
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afterwards, and was then of greai service in exchanging the pri-

soners, and getting tlie prize out of the intricate passage in

which she had anchored. The Hercule had been launched al

Lorient about ten months, and, when fallen in with, was on her

way to join the Brest fleet. She had on board a complete set of

rigging for a 74-gun ship at the latter port ; and which, as we

conjecture, had been intended for the new 74-gun ship Quatorzi -

Juillet, set on fire and destroyed in the harbour of Lorient, a

few weeks previous to the Eercule's departure, by, according to

the French accounts, an incendiary. Fortunately, only three

persons were in the ship at the time, and, it is believed, they

escaped.
The holes in the Hercule's starboard side were so large and

numerous, particularly under the counter and just above the

water-line, that, had the weather been at all boisterous, her

arrival in a British port would have been very doubtful. With

good management, however, the Hercule reached Plymouth in

y on the morning of the 27th, and was added to the British

navy under her French name. The cost of simply making good
the damages which the Berculehad sustained bythe shot of the

Mars, was computed at 12,o00?. Lieutenant William Butter-

field, upon whom the command of the Mars devolved after Cap-
tain Hoed had received his mortal wound, was of coarse pro-
moted.

Uthough, during the greater part of the present year, there

were (Vein L3 to L5 sail of the line in Brest water, the French

commander-in-chief, who was still, we believe, ]\I. Morard-de-

Galles, made no attempt to put to sea. The principal cause of

ilii< inactivity may probably be traced to the existence of a plan
of no inconsidt rable magnitude, which, or the first part of it at

was carrying on in another quarter, and the resultwhereof
it w;i> necessary for the Bresl Beel to await. Whether the in-

vasion of England by France, to be attempted seme time in the

year L798, was really meditated, or was solely meant to divert.

the attention of England from the Egyptian campaign, the

French historians themselves seem unable to decide. At all

events, the greatest and mosl expensive preparations were mado,
ostensibly to <-.\ny into effect the first part of the plan. Before,

however, we enter into any of the details, we will introduce a

document tending to show thai I reneral Buonaparte endeavoured
rsuade the directory to converl the sham into a real attack;

and surely none but a mind like his could have conceived apian
BO vast and multifarious, and yet with such a unity of purpose,
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as the following letter discloses. It bears date on the 13th of

April, 1798
;
and we here present such a translation, as we are

enabled to give of it :
—

•• In our situation wv ought to wage a suit war against Eng-
land, and we can do so. Whether in peace or war, we should

expend from forty to titty millions (francs) in reorganizing our

navy. Our army need not be of greater or of less strength, so

long as the war obliges England to make immense preparations
that will ruin her finances, and destroy the commercial spirit,

and absolutely change the habits and manners of her people.
We should employ tie- whole summer in getting the Bresl fleet

ready for sea. in exercising the sailors in the road, and in com-

pleting the ships that are building at Rochefort, Lorient, and

r. With a little activity in these operations, we may hope
to have, by tie' month of September, 35 sail of the line in Brest,

including the fair or live which may then be ready at Lorient

ami Rochefort.

"We .-hall have by the end of the month, in the different

ports of tie- Channel, nearly 200 gun-boats. These must be

stationed at Cherbourg, Havre, Boulogne, Dunkerque, and

nde, and the whole summer employed in inuring the sol-

diers to the sea. In continuing to allow to the commission for

the coasts of the Channel 30<y " " francs per decade, 'a period

of ten 'lays.' we shall be enabled to build 200 gun-boat.- of

r dimensions, capable of carrying cavalry. We shall then

have, in the month of September, 100 gun-boats at Boulogne,

and 35 sail of the line at Brest. The Dutch can also have

ready, in this interval. L2 sail of the line in the Texel.

"We have in the Mediterranean two descriptions of line-of-

battle ships: 12 of French construction, which, between this

and the month of September, may be augmented by two new

ships : and nine of Venetian construction. We may perhaps be

able, when the expedition which the government projects in the

Mediterranean i< over, t" send the 14 ships to Brest, and

to retain in the Mediterranean only the nine Venetian ships;

which will give us, in the mouth of October or iN

-hips of the lin at Brest, and almost an equal number of fri-

gates.
"We may perhaps then be able to transport -10,000 men t<<

any spot of England we wish, by avoiding, however, a naval

action, if tie- enemy .-hould be too strong: in the- meanwhile,

40,000 men threaten to put off in the 400 gun-boats, and about

as many n.-hing-vessels of Boulogne, and the Butch fleet and



12G BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS. [179c«.

10,000 men threaten a descent upon Scotland. The invasion of

England, pnt in practice in this manner in the months of No-
veml ier and December, would 1 >e almost certain. England would
waste herself by immense efforts, but these would not secure

her from our invasion.
" In fact, the expedition to the East will oblige England to

send six additional ships of the line to India, and perhaps twice

as many frigates to the entrance of the Red Sea: she would be

obliged to have from 22 to 25 ships of the line at the entrance

of tho Mediterranean, 60 before Brest, and 12 before the

TexeJ, brming a total of 100 line-of-battle ships, without

reckoning those she now has in America and the Indies, and

the ten or twelve 50-gun ships, with 20 frigates, which she

would be obliged to have ready to oppose the invasion from

Boulogne. We should always remain masters of the Medi-

terranean, since we should there have the nine Venetian ships

of the line.

"There would yet be another way to augment our force in

this sea: to oblige Spain to cede three ships of the line and

three frigates to the Ligurian republic. This republic cannot

be considered otherwise than as a department of France: it

p088<
- - more than 10,000 excellent seamen. It is politic in

France to encourage the Ligurian republic, andto take i are also

that it has a few ships of the line. If any difficulties arise about

Spain's ceding to us or to the Ligurian republic three ships of

the line, I should think it would be proper for us to sell to the

i rurian republic three of the nine ships we took from the

Venetians ;
and we should require of th< m to build three others:

it would bu a good Bquadron, maimed with excellent sailors,

which we should thus obtain. "With the money received from

the Lignrians we ought to build a1 Toulon three good ships

upon our own models; for ships built after the Venetian plan

require as many sailors as a good 7!
;
and seamen—there is our

weak point. As future events may turn out, it would be ex-

tremely advantageous to us thai the three republics of Italy.

iugh1 to be equal in force to the King Qf Naples and
< }rand Duke oi Tusi any, should have a tronger navy than that

belonging to the King of Naples."
1

We, leave tiii. extraordinary letter without comment or re-

mark, except just to point out the singular circumstance that

the navy of Spain, the ally of Prance, and which more than

> As this letter of General Bu transcript "f the original; fur which see

intra ihave given a Appendix, No. IS.
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trebled that of Holland, should not have been called in aid of

Buonaparte's grand scheme.

While the Br Bt fleet is remaining quiet in port, awaiting
issue of the Egyptian campaign, we will recount some adven-
tures between the British cruisers stationed off the French ci

and the gun-boats that were to be instrumental in effecting the
overthrow of England. It will be n< c< ssary firsl to give a bri< i

unt of the origin and composition of a description of force,

which we may name, in reference to its avowed, if not its real

object, the invasion-flotilla.

in after his triumphant return from Italy, Buonaparte was

appointed by tin- directory the commander-in-chief of an army
called, in rather a more public manner than would, we should sup-

en the case, had there been anything but a diversion

intended, "armee d'Angleterre." < >n the subsequent departure
of the conqueror of Italy for Toulon, to superintend what, at his

. . etion probably, was the main plan in agitation, General Kil-

main I him in the command of an army, whose v< ry
name, coupled with the extravagant tales of its amount, was cal-

culated, if not to create alarm, to cause many ev prepara-
tions in the defensive way on the opposite side of the Channel
The flat-bottomed boats which, during the latter months

the year 1797, were building in most of the French ports along
the < ihannel frontier, wen-, it app< are, constructed from a plan
of the celebrated Swedish architect, chapman, brought to

Trance by an inhabitant of Antwerp, or Anvere, named Mus-
kein

;
and whom the directory, besides appointing him to super-

intend the construction of these boats (usually called by the

French sailors "bateaux a la Muskein "), made a capitaine de
vaissean. The business of providing the means of transport,

including the Mat and all other descriptions of vessels, was in-

trusted! issi i of three pen aeralAndr
with the title of director-general ; the engine* r Forfait, with the
title of director (ordonnateur) ;

and Rear-admiral la < Iross •. with
that of inspector-general of the coasts b* tween Cherbourg and

Antwerp. A sum of eight millions of francs, drawn from the
funds in the hands of the minister of marine, was placed at the

disposal of the above-named commissioners, to be accounted for

nonaparte, or to whomev< r i Ise was the commanding officer

of the expedition. To Bear-admiral la Crosse, owing to the

great extent of his command, were associated the chefs de

division, or commodores, Genteaume, Decres, Casa-Bianca, and
Dumanoir-le-Pelley.
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In order that the expense, thus incurring in the ports of Nor-

mandy, might not be cut inly lost, or perhaps to fix the attention

of the British upon the Channel ports, while preparations were

going on at Toulon, the French government ordered an attack

to he made upon the small islands of Saint Marcouf; of which,
in July, IT'. 1

"', Sir Sidney Smith, with the Diamond frigate, hud

taken unobstructed possession, and which were considered to

give to the English great facility inintercepting the communica-
tion between the ports of Havre and I Sherhourg. The islands of

St. Marcouf are two in number, lying close together; one nana d

east and the other west, and each not more than 200 yards in

length, by about 120 in breadth, exclusive of twit large banks,

which, at low water, are seen stretching to a considerable extenl

from the shore. The islands are situated off the river Isigny on

the coast of Normandy, and about four miles distant from

the French shore. After being garrisoned with about 500

seamen and marines, including a great proportion of invalids,

tin •> -mall islands were placed under the command of Lieute-

nant Charles 1 a] ips Price, of the Badger, a cruiser-converted

Dutch hoy, mounting four, or at most six guns.
1 To be prepared

for an attempt at recapture, several pieces of cannon were also

mounted, both on the principal or western, and on tho eastern

island; and, as an additional security, some small vessels of war
were appointed to cruise near the spol .

Thirty-three flat-bottomed boats upon ( lhapman'-s construction

having beiii launched at Havre, a, body of troops, under Gene-
ral Point, was embarked on board of them, and ( laptain Muskein
was ordered, with them and a few gun-brigs, to make a com-
bined attack upon the isles of St. Marcouf. < to the night of the

7th this little expedition set sail from Havre; but the next

afternoon, when near the entrance of Caen river, Captain Mus-
kein found his progress obstructed by two British frigates, the

Diamond, Captain Sir Richard John Strachan, and the Hydra,
Captain Sir Francis Laforey. At I p.m. the gun brigs and flats

anchored in a line .lose to the shore; and at 5 h. 30 m. the

Diamond and 1 lydra, having worked up to them, opened theii

broadsidi s,r< ceiving in return a pretty sharp tire from the heavy

long guns of the flotilla. Before the Diamond had discharged
above two or thn e broadsides, she grounded in wearing, and lay
la-t : si ill, however, the frigate kepi up a tire from such of her

guns as would bear. At £ h. 30m. the flotilla ceased firing, not

being able, owing to the darkness, to sec the position of their

1 Sec note W*, to Annual Abstract, No. 3.
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opponents. The latter did the same : and the Hydra, to assist

in ^retting her consort afloat, anchored close to her. Soon after

midnight, by the united exertions of the two ships, the Diamond
a got afloat, without any material damage, either from

grounding or from several shells, which the enemy on shore,

to interrupt their operations, had continued to throw at both

frigates, but which, fortunately for the latter, fell short. The
Diamond, however, had previously received some slight injury
in her sails and rigging from the fire of the gun-boats. At 6 a.m.

on the 9th the flotilla weighed, and, standing along shore to the

west ward, re-anchored at 9 a.m., under the town of Bernie.

While the Diamond and Hydra were standing off and on to

watch the motions of the enemy, the 50-gun ship Adamant, Cap-
tain William Ilotham, hove in sight in the offing. On observing

this, Captain Muskein again got under way, and ran back to the

eastward, pursued by the two frigates ;
who exchanged several

broadsides with the flotilla, as well as with some batteries on shore.

At 3 p.m.. the French vessels having stood into Caen river, the

Diamond and Hydra ceased tiring, and hauled off from the shore.

While Captain Muskein lay at anchor in the small port of

Sallenelle, repairing the damages done to his vessels, seven

heavy gun-brigs, and about 40 flat-boats and armed fishing-ves-

sels, joined him from Cherbourg, the head-cpuarters of Rear-

admiral La Crosse. These vessels also brought an additional

body of troops. After a three weeks' blockade in Caen river.

Captain Muskein found an opportunity to put to sea with his

now doubly-formidable flotilla, and was, this time, so fortunate

as to reach unobserved the road of La Hougue, situated about

half way between Cape Barfleur and the isles that were to be

attacked. Here it was necessary to await the concurrence of two

circumstances; a stark calm, in order to prevent the British

cruisers from approaching the scene of action, and neap-tides,
when the currents, being at their minimum of violence, would
offer less opposition to the progress of the flotilla.

Owing to the absence of these indispensable contingent-it s.

matters remained quiet at the isles of St. Marcouf until the

6th of May, when Lieutenant Price received information that an
attack was meditated in the course of that night. A boat was

instantly despatched to reconnoitre the enemy, and every pre-

paration made to receive him. By 10 p.m., owing to the prevail-

ing calm, the small naval force on the station, consisting of the

50-gun ship Adamant, Captain William Hotham, 24-gun ship

Eurydice, Captain John Talbot, and 18-gun brig-sloop Orestes,
VOL. II. k
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Captain William Haggitt, had not been able to approach nearer

to the islands than six miles
; consequently, the defence of the

post was likely to rest upon the sole exertions of the garrison ;

precisely what the assailants wanted, in order to insure success

to their plan of attack.

At midnight the reconnoitring boat signalled the approach of

the enemy, and the garrison, at the same time, heard the French
officers giving orders to the men; but the darkness was so great
that none of the boats were visible. The attacking force con-

sisted of 52-gun brigs and flat-bottomed boats, having on board,
as was reported, about 6000 men (a number, we think, some-

what overrated), composed chiefly of a detachment from the

Boulogne marine-battalion. At daybreak on the 7th the flotilla

was seen drawn up in a line opposite to the south-west front of

the west* in redoubt; and instantly was opened, upon the brigs
and flats composing it, a fire from 17 pieces of cannon, consisting
of four 4, two 6, and six 24 pounder long guns, and three 24,

and two 32 pounder carronades, being all the guns that would
bear. The brigs remained at a distance of from 300 to 400

yards, in order to batter the redoubt with their heavy long guns,
while the boats with great resolution rowed up until within

musket-shot of the battery. But the guns of the latter, loaded

with round, grape, and canister, soon poured destruction amongst
these, cutting several of the boats "into chips," and compelling
all that could keep afloat to 6eek their safety in flight. Six or

Beven ho. its were seen to go down, and one small flat, No. 13,

was afterwards towed in, bottom upwards. Sin: appeared, by
-nine pieces of paper found in her, to have bad 111 persons on

board, including 12'J of the second company of the Boulogne
battalion.

The loss sustained by the British garrison in this highly crc-

ditable affair amounted to one private-marine killed, and two

private-marines and two seamen wounded; a loss much less in

amount than was to be expected from upwards of 80 bow-guns,

many of which were long 36, and none of them, it is believed,
below long L8 pounders. Lieutenant Richard Bourne, of the

Sandfly gun-vessel, who commanded the fort on the eastern

n 1, was unable, at thr commencement of the attack, to effect

much; but when, towards the close of it, several of the French

boats got within shell-range, two 68-pounder carronades, which
were part o( his guns, must, from their heavy and destructive

discharges, have been of great service in repelling the assailants.

Fortunately, no one of Lieutenant Bourne's party was hurt.
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rding to one French account, the invaders lost about 900
in killed or drowned, and between 300 and 400 wounded. A.

cording to another, their less was very trifling. The tl

British ships got up just as the remnant of the flotilla

ating : but. owing tu the calm state of the weather, were
unable to intercept any of the boats in their way back to La
Hougue. As a reward for their conduct on this occasion, Lieu-

tenants Price and .Bourne were each promoted to the rank of

commander.

Shortly after this unsuccessful de-but of the famous flotilla,

1 ear-admiral Bruix. succt eding M. Pleville as minister of marine,
directed Sear-admiral La Crosse to take the command, and to

make a second attack upon the islands which had been the

scene of their defeat. The French government, however, having
good reason, from experience, to doubt the success of the mea-

sure, renounced the attempt ; and Bear-admiral La Crosse,

selecting an opportunity, conveyed back the principal part of

his flotilla to Cherbourg, between which p<>rt, Granville, and
St. B£alo,the vessels were divided

;
while Captain Muskein, with

\n< division, was ordered to Havre.

Intelligence having reached the British government, that a

r number of transport-schuyts were fitting at Flushing, or
_ ue, preparatory to their being convoyed by the Brugi

-

canal to Dankerque and Ostende, in order to be employed in

the long-threatened invasion of England, a squadron, consist-

ing of one 44-gun ship flute (mounting 26 guns), two 28-gun
frigates, two 20-gun ships, three frigate fliites (mounting about
14 guns each), and 17 Bloops, bombs, and gun-vessels, under
the orders of Captain Home Biggs Popham, in the Expedition
rlute-44, assembled at Margate, and there received on board a

body of troops, commanded by Major-general Pyre Coote.
< >n the 14th of May the squadron set sail for the opposite

fc,
but. owing to an unfavourable change in the weather, did

until the 1'Jth, at 1 a.m., reach their intended anchorage in

front of the town of ( 'stende. Soon afterwards the wind, shift-

ing to wi st and blowing hard, raised a heavy surf on the shore.

Still, as information had jnst been received, by a capt
1. that the fore- in Ostende, Nienport, and Bruges, was

small, it was resolved to land the troops immediately, and
trust to the weather's moderating for their safe re-embarkation.
< >no of the tran- Te-tlute Minerva, Captain John
Maekellar. having on board the four light-intantry companies of

the first regiment of guards, under Lieutenant-colonel Ward,
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had recently parted company. The remainder of the troops,

with Major-general Coote at their head, consisting of two light-

iufantry companies of the Coldstream guards, two similar com-

panies belonging to the third guards, the 11th regiment of foot,

and the Hank companies of the 23rd and 49th regiments, number-

ing, including a small party of minars, about 1140 officers and

men, with six pieces of ordnance, also wooden petards, tools.

and the necessary quantity of gunpowder for effecting the in-

tended explosion, disembarked, and at about 3 a.m., without

opposition or even discovery, effected tin ir landing at a short

distance to the eastward of the town.

At about4h. 15 m. a.m. the batteries at Ostende opened their

fire upon the three nearest British vessels, which were the brig-

sloop Wolverine, Captain Lewes Mortlock, and gun-brigs Asp
and Biter, Lieutenants Joseph Edmonds and John Dennis De
Yitre; and, for upwards of four hours, a mutual cannonade was
maintained. At the end of that time, however, the Wolverine

and Asp had sustained considerable damage in their hulls and

rigging; with, to the latter, the loss of one seaman killed, and
her commander wounded, and, to the former, of one seaman and
one private of the - "-id regiment killed, and 10 seamen and five

privates of the same regiment wounded. The bombs Hecla and

Tartarus, Captains Thomas Hand and James Oughton, had, in

the mean time, been throwing their shells into the town and

basin, with great quickness and some effect ; much damage
having, as alleged, been done to the shipping in the latter, and
the former having been seen several times on fire.

1
•

ring to the damaged state of the Wolverine and Asp, the

commodore signalled them to weigh and move further off; and

the ship-sloop Dart (carrying twenty-eight 32-pounder carro-

nades), Captain Hieliard Raggett, and the L8-gun brig-sloops
Kite and Harpy, Captains William Brown and Henry Bazely,
forthwith proceeded to occupy tin stations which the Wolverine

and Asp had quitted; i>ut, owing to its being low water, the

Dart and her companions were compelled to anchor at a greater
distance from the shore than their commanders wished, or their

short-gun batteries suited. Consequently, the subsequent can-

oonade between the shore and the shipping was neither animated

nor effective.

At 9 h. 30 m. a.m. the Minerva came in and anchored; and

Captain Mackellar, by the orders of Die commodore, immedi-

ately went on shore in his boat to report the ship's arrival to the

general, in the mean time Lieutenant-colonel Ward, with a
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Doing seal, had filled two flat-bottomed boats with the

troops, and was on his way to disembark them, when, as the

boats pulled near to the 20-gun ship Ariadne, her commander.

Captain James Bradley, succeeded in persuading the colonel to

return immediately on board the .Minerva: and thus the four

fine companies, commanded by Colonel Ward, to his and their

_:et. but subsequent joy, were not allowed to land.

The troops that had landed appear to have fully succeeded in

blowing up the locks and sluice-gates of the Bruges canal, and

in destroying several gun-boats lying in the basin, with the

trifling loss of one private soldier killed and one seaman

wounded. The explosion, as seen from the shipping, took place

at 10 h. 20 m. a.m., and by noon the troops were ready to re-

embark: but such was the state of the weather, that the mea-

sure was wholly impracticable. The British then took up a

•;<>n on some sand-hills near the beach, and there remained

under arms but unmolested, during the remainder of that day
and the whole of the ensuing night. By daybreak on the 20th.

however, the French had collected in considerable force
;
and.

after a smart action in which the British sustained a loss i

about 65 in killed and wounded, including among the former,

!ieutenant-colonel. and among the latter, the major-general
and several distinguished officers, the whole, with Captain Mac-
kellar and the survivors of his boat's crew, were compelled to

surrender on terms of capitulation. Thus ended an expedition,
<>t which both the object and the succcs- appear to have been

overrated: but of which the final result was, 1 eyond all doubt,

disastrous to one party, and proportionally triumphant to the

other.

A week or two after the occurrence of this unlucky event, an

exploit of a very different character was performed by soup

British cruisers off the French coast, and in sight of a part of

the anny destined, as was then supposed, for the invasion oi

'land. On the 30th of May, at daybreak the British 38

frig.a^ Hydra, Captain Sir Francis Laforey, bomb-vesseP
viu~ s I »ng 6-pounders, one 1" and one 13 inch mortar.

with 67 men and boys), Captain Robert Lewis Fitzgerald, and

12-gun cutter Trial (eight long 3-pounders and four L2-pounder
carronad> s. with 45 men and boys), Lieutenant Henry Garrett,

standing in towards the port of Havre, cl »se hauled on the lar-

board taek. with the wind at east-north-east, discovered about a

point upon the weather bow, standing on the contrary tack,

three sail, which eventually proved, to be the Trench 36 -
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frigate Confiante, Captain (do vais.) Eticnne Pevrieux, 20-gUn

ship-corvette Ve'suve, Lieutenant Jean-Baptiste-Louis Lecolier,
and an armed cutter or gun-vessel: all of which, on the pre-

ceding night, had quitted Havre, bound to Cherbourg.
On approaching near enough to ascertain the character of the

Hydra and her companions, the French vessels wore round on

the larboard tack, and stood towards 1I10 shore, under a press ot

sail, chased by the former, especially by the Hydra, who was
far ahead and to windward of her two consorts. When close

in-shore, the Confiante and Ve'suve lacked and hoisted their

colours : and the latter, being at some distance on the lee beam
of her consort, fired at the Hydra in passing.

Having fired in return, the Hydra quickly put about: as.

shortly afterwards, did the French frigate and corvette. At 6

a.m., just as the Hydra, while stretching on upon the starboard

lack, had arrived abreast of and between the Confiante and
\ esuve, then on the opposite or in-shore tack, the French frigate

opened a passing but ineffectual fire; and, in a minute or two

afterwards, the corvette from to-leeward also discharged her

guns at the Hydra. The latter now opened upon the Ve'suve so

well-directed a fire, that the latter, crowding all sail, bore up
before the wind towards the shore.

At 6 h. 30 in., leaving the Vesuvius and Trial to pursue the

Ve'suve, the Hydra tacked after the Confiante; who thereupon
bore up, with the apparent intention of reaching the road of

Havre. Bearing np in pursuit, the Hydra soon commenced

pouring her broadsides into the French frigate; and the two
continued a running fight until 7 h. ldm., about the time of

high water
;

\\ hen the < lonfiante, then under a press of sail, ran

on shore upon the -and opposite to Beuzeval, a village a little to

the eastward of the mouth of the river Five, and about three

leagues to leeward of the port she wished to make.

In the meanwhile the Ve'suve had run herself on shore near

to a small battery off the entrance of the river Dive; but, float-

ing again at the rising of the tide, the corvette attempted to run

down to the mouth of the river Orne, or Caen. The near ap-

proach of the Vesuvius and Trial, however, compelled her again
to run on shore at a shorl distance only from the spot on which

she had first ground) d. Here the bomb-vessel and cutter com-

menced cannonading the Vi uve; in which occupation we will

leave them, while we attend to the two frigates.

The moment the Confiante struck the sand, the Hydra laid all

her sails aback, and kept up, with scarcely any return, an in-
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eessant fire, within musket-shot distance, until 9 h. 30m. a.m.;

when the falling of the tide obliged the British frigate, after

having been near enough to read the name upon the stern of the

French frigate (whose mizenmast had just fallen), to haul off into

deeper water. The Hydra, as she stood to the offing, made the

signal for her two consorts to leave off firing and do the san i

Sir Francis, soon afterwards, sent the Trial to reconnoitre the

French frigate ;
which at this time bore from the Hydra south

by east, and the corvette south-south-west, distant five miles.

On the Trial's approach, the Confiante, whose crew had hauled

her further in-shore, fired several shot at her, and a number of

troops had assembled on the beach and adjoining heights, ready
to protect the grounded frigate from an attack upon her by boats.

Under these circumstances, Sir Francis thought it best to defer

any attempt to board and destroy the Confiante until a more

favourable opportunity should present itself. In the meanwhile

the Hydra continued, during the night, as close to the shore as

a regard for her safety would permit.
< to the 31st at 10 a.m., finding that a great part of the crew-

had quitted the Confiante, Sir Francis despatched the boats of

the Hydra, under the orders of Lieutenants George Acklom and

"William J. Simonds, and Lieutenant Blanch of the marines,

covered by the Trial, to haul down the colours of and burn the

French frigate. At about 45 m. past noon the boats got along-

side of and boarded the Confiante, whom the remainder of her

crew had now abandoned, leaving her colours flying. These were

presently hauled down by the British, and atlh. 30 m. p.m.

the French frigate was on fire fore and aft
;
a service executed in

the face of a party of cavalry drawn up on the beach, and of a

email though ineffectual fire of musketry from some infantry on

the adjoining heights. Having completely destroyed the Conti-

ante. and ascertained that she carried 36 long guns, 12 and 6

pounders, besides a pair or two of carronades on her quarter-

deck, with a crew, according to her role d'equipage, of 300 men,

Lieutenant Acklom, with the boats, at about 2 h. 30 m. p.m. re-

turned to the Hydra in the offing.

This dashing service was performed without injury to a single

man on board of, or belonging to, any one of the three British

vessels ; and the only damage which the latter sustained was a

slight wound by shot in the Hydra's mainmast, and some injury

to her rigging.
" From the number of slain left on board and

the state of her decks," the Confiante appeared to have sus-

tained a severe loss
; but, as the wounded were carried off, and
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the killed are not enumerated in either the English or French

accounts, we are unable to state its amount.

As soon as, on the ebbing of the tide on the morning of the

30th, the Vesuvius and Trial had hauled off from the Yesuve, the

French crew began shoring up the corvette, to prevent her fall-

ing over : they next got down her yards and topmasts, and laid

out an anchor in the north-west, ready to heave her afloat on the

rising of the tide. This was effected while the Hydra's boats

were boarding the Confiante ; and, in the course of the afternoon,
the Yesuve got safe into the river Dive. Here, at the little port
of Sallenelle, was lying Captain Muskein's division of gun-boats
on its return to Havre.

In order to protect the corvette from a second attack, Captain
Muskein landed a portion of his guns, and erected batteries at

Cabourg and other suitable spots at the entrance of the river.

These batteries were worked by the seamen from the gun-boats,
assisted by the 200 troops of the Boulogne battalion that had
embarked in them. This prompt measure saved the Yesuve
from sharing the fate of the Confiante

; and, even when on the

1st of June the 33-gun frigate Diamond, Captain Sir Richard

John Strachan, joined the little squadron before Havre, the

British were obliged to retire without effecting anything further.

As soon as their departure was ascertained, and the Yesuve had

rigged herself afresh, the corvette and gun-boats got underway,
and readied Havre in safety.
A French writer complains, that Lieutenant Lecolier did very

little to support bis commodore ;
and it certainly would appear,

as well that Captain Pevrieux, when he permitted the Yesuve,
instead of running on shore, or making off as the cutter had just

done, to follow the Confiante in tacking from the coast, did

expect to derive some benefit from the co-operation of his con-

sort, as that the latter bore up out of gun-shot the instant she

felt the effects of the Hydra's heavy broadside. Nor, consider-

ing the disparity of force between the Hydra and Yesuve, and

the apparenl neglect of the Confiante, who was to windward, to

close for his support, could Lieutenant Lecolier be blamed for

the step he took.

As the Vesuvius and Trial had gone in pursuit of the corvette,

then was the time for Captain Pevrieux to have emulated the

conduct of many other French officers of his rank, and, instead

of running from, to have at least "shown fight" with, the

Hydra. Having, however, previously declined to engage a

British 18-pounder frigate, when commanding a French frigate
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cfthe same maindeck force,
1

Captain Pevrieux would hardly l>e

the assailant now that the ship he commanded carried no heavier

metal than twelves.

The same French writer, who blames Lieutenant Lecolier for

iiis early abandonment of the action, would, in all probability,

have been less lavish in his encomiums upon Captain Pevrieux for

his intrepidity in conducting it, but for two mistakes, so happily

coinciding as to double the intended effect. He calls the Con-

fiante "une corvette," •with as much reason as he calls the

Hydra
" un vaifisean rase, portant du 24 en batterie et des caron-

adea de 64 sur les gaillards."
c "Where can this French writer

produce a corvette with a "
capitaine de vaisseau

" and a crew of

300 men? The Yesuve mounted 20 long 8-pounders. and yet
\\-us commanded, as the writer acknowledges, by a " lieutenant

de vaisseau." Of the fact, that the Confiante was a frigate,

similar in size and force to theNereide and a great many others,

Ave entertain not the slightest doubt ; and, indeed, if our memory
is not treacherous, we have seen the Confiante designated as a

frigate in the columns of the Moniteur.
x ince the failure of their attempt in December, 1796, to make

a descent upon Ireland, the French had endeavoured, by means
of spies and emissaries, to gain over the Catholics to their cause.

In this they at length succeeded, and unhappy Ireland became
the theatre of open and bloody rebellion. The object of the

French directory now was. at every risk, to aid the rebels with a

few disciplined troops, and a great quantity of arms, ammunition,
and clothing. This, indeed, the directory had pledged them-

selves to do, but they had let the summer nearly pass away before

they made any attempt to fulfil their promise. At length two

expeditions were set on foot, and were to have sailed simultane-

ously, one from Brest, the other from Eochefort.

Owing to some delay in paying the seamen and troops of the

Brest expedition, that from Rochefort was the first to sail. It

consisted of the following ships :
—

Gun-frigate.

Ar. r* j (Commodore Daniel Savary.
40 Concorde . <„ . , . „ .

J

(Captain Andre lapin.
„- (Franchise ... , , Jean-Louis Guillotin.

I Mede'e .... ,, Jean-Daniel Coudin.

28 Venus ....
, , Andre' Senez.

On board this squadron were 1150 troops, with four field-

pieces, under the command of General Humbert, having under

i See vol. i„ p. 370. » Victoires et Conquetes, tome viii., p. 290.
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him the Adjutant-generals Fontaine and Sarrazin. Each ship

carried also a considerable quantity of powder, and the same of

arms and accoutrements.

On the Gth of August Commodore Savary got under way with

his squadron from the road of the Isle of Aix, and escaped to sea

unobserved. On the 21st the squadron made 1 he westernmost.

end of Ireland, and the general intended to disembark the troops
at Killembach; but contrary winds drove the ships towards the

bay of Killala. The French squadron made its approach under

English colours, and on the evening of the 22nd cast anchor near

Killeumin head, the western point of Killala bay. In the course

of the evening the troops disembarked, taking on shore witli

them four field-pieces, four loaded ammunition waggons, 30,000

pounds of powder, and uniforms and equipments complete for

3000 rebel Irishmen.

The only British force at the post consisted of a small detach-

ment of the Prince of Wales's fencible regiment, and a few yeo-

manry, attended by some clergymen of the neighbourhood, in

number altogether about 200. These, or the loyal portion of

them at least, offered what resistance they could, but were at

length compelled to give way, after having lost a few in killed

and wounded, and a great many willing and unwilling prisoners.

An officer and 25 privates of the feneible regiment, being the

whole of the prisoners who preferred captivity to freedom under

the terms on which alone it was offend . were sent on board the

French squadron. Commodore Savary soon afterwards weighed
and set sail from the const ; and these lour French frigates were

fortunate enough to reach in safety the port whence they hail

departed.
The subsequent operations being wholly of a military nature.

it may suffice to state, that General Humbert was soon joined by
several bands of United Irishmen, bui nol in such numbers as

he bad been led to expect ;
that he had several skirmishes with

the loyal part of the inhabit ants and the troops sent against him ;

and thai finally, on the 8th of September, at Ballinamuck, the

French general, with 843 of his followers, including officers,

surrendered, a1 discretion, to a superior British force under

Lieutenant-general bake.

About a week alter the surrender of General Humbert and

his
" Armec d'Irlande,"

1 the French privateer-brig Anacreon,
from Dunkerque, having on board the Irish rebel Napper-

Tandy, and the French General Rey, besides some other officers

1 Virtoires et Conqugtes, tome x. ( p. 390.
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and a detachment of light artillery, together with a quantity of

arms, ammunition, and clothing, appeared off the Irish c<

near a small island which lies to the westward of the county . t

Donegal. A communication from the shore soon acquaint. <1

ral Bey with the late of (ieneral Humbert, and the Ana-

cre'on immediately made sail on her return. Going north-about,

the French brig fell in with and captured two British letters of

marque from the Baltic
;
with which in her company, the Ana-

creon re-entered Dnnkerqne.
The expedition to which we alluded, as being appointed to sail

from Brest at the same time as that under ( lommodore Savary

from Bochefort, consisted of one ship of the line, eight frigates,

and an avis... under the orders of Commodore Bompart, the

captain of the Embnscade in her action with the Boston at the

beginning of the war. and now on board the 74-gun ship Hoche. 1

This squadron contained about 3000 troops commanded by
rals Hardy and Menage, a large train of artillery, and -

battering cannon, with a detachment of men belonging to the-

two armies, under Colonel Pernetly and Captain Kirgenery,

also a great quantity of military stores of every description. Ti

French government having at 1. ngth given the order for depar-

ture and a favourable wind occurring, Commodore Bompart.
the evening of the 10th of September, hoping to escape through

the
]

2 du baz before daylight the next morning, put t

with the

Gun-ship.
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Keats, anrl Ethalion, Captain George Countess, and 18-gun brig-

sloop Sylph, Captain John Chambers White, discovered the

above French squadron about five leagues off in the east-south-

east, steering west-north-west. At 8 a.m. a light breeze sprang

up from the north-cast
;
on which the French ships hauled their

wind to south-south-west, and made sail. Now that the French

squadron had fairly put to sea, Captain Keats made all sail

to the northward, to communicate the intelligence to Lord

Lridport ; leaving Captain Countess, with the Ethalion and

Sylph, to keep company with the enemy and watch his future

motions.

On the 18th, at 2 a.m., Captain Countess was joined by the

38-gun frigate Amelia, Captain the Honourable Charles Herbert,
who the night previous had passed unobstructed, if not unob-

served, through the French squadron. At daylight the French

began working towards Isle Groix, as if intending to enter

Lorient. At 8 a.m., however, they bore up, five of the frigates,

of which the more advanced ones were the Loire and Immorta-

lite, chasing the two British frigates, but without effect. At
10 h. 30 m. a.m., the Hoche and her nine companions hauled to

the wind on the larboard tack, steering about south-west by
south, the French commodore wishing 1" make it appear to his

watchful and persevering pursuers that he was bound to the

Antilles. On the 19th it was nearly a calm all day. On the

20th, at 6 a.m., the 44-gun frigate Anson, Captain Philip
Charles Durham, joined company. At noon the British were in

latitude 4G J
27' north, longitude 5° 3' west, and the French

nearly hull-down in the south-west by south. < >n the 22nd
at noon, the British frigates again go1 within eight or nhie

miles of the French squadron, which was al this time steering
west-north-west. On the 23rd. in the afternoon, having now
little doubt of M. Bompart'e destination, Captain Countess

despatched the Sylph to the commander-in-chief on the Irish

station

On the 25th, in the forenoon, latitude 1 1 53' north, longitude
8° 57' west, a fleet, thai proved to be an English convoy of more
than 100 sail, among which were some Fast India ships, was
descried to leeward of the French squadron, then about four

miles off in the west-south-west. Whether deceived by the

warlike appearance of the fndiamen, or apprehensive that

some of his frigates, which were then rather scattered, would

be exposed to an attack by the British frigates in company, or

whether he was so tied up by his orders that he dared not take
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advantage of the chance thus thrown in his way, and which, by-

the-by, would have been more beneficial to his country than tho

safe debarkation in Inland of 3000 Frenchmen, and even tho

return to Brest of the squadron that had carried them out;
whatever it was that influenced M. Bompart, he suffered the

convoy to proceed unmolested. On the 26th, in the morning,
the French ships tacked, and gave chase to the Ethalion and h< r

two companions, but left off about noon. The latter imme-

diately shortened sail, and again stood to the south-west after

the French squadron. On the 27th the wind increased, and the

sea became so rough, that all the ships were under their topsails
and courses

;
but the British still maintained their position

about four miles on the enemy's lee quarter. On the 29th, at

7 a.m., by which time the weather had moderated, the French

squadron again went in chase. Three of the French frigates,
of which the Loire was first, and the Immortalite second, came

up fast with the throe British frigates, and the latter got ready
to fire their stern chasers

;
but about 9 a.m. the Hoche sprang

her maintopmast, and one of the French frigates carried away
a topsail yard. On this the chasing ships shortened sail, as

did also the three British frigates. Finding it in vain to hope
to shake off the latter, who appeared as if they would really follow

him to the Antilles, Commodore Bompart determined to steer

for his destination. The French ships accordingly wore on tho

larboard tack, with their heads to the north-west, and were

quickly followed in the manoeuvre by Captain Countess's squa-
dron. In the forenoon's chase the Anson had sprung her main-

topmast ;
and in the evening the Hoche was seen to lower hers

down either to shift or fish it : at daylight on the 30th, however,
the topmast of the French ship, to the credit of her officers and
crew, was again in its place. At noon this day the ships were'

in latitude 41^ north, longitude 14° 23' west. On the 1st of

October the French began steering a more northerly conrse>

and rather increased their distance from the British. On the

4th, in the evening, the weath r continuing thick and coming
on to blow very hard from the south-south-east, the Ethalii n
and her consorts hauled up and soon lost sight of M. Bompart's

squadron. On the 7th. in the evening, the Amelia parted com-

pany. On the bth, and a part of the 9th, it was calm; during
which the Anson rolled away her maintopmast and mizentop-
gallantmast.
On the 11th, at daylight, the Ethalion and Anson, standing on

the larboard tack, with the wind at north-north-west, saw and
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chased two sail on the lee bow; one of which proved to be the

Amelia, and the other a ship (either the Robust or Magnanime)
belonging to the squadron of Commodore Sir John Borlase

Warren
j who, with the 74-gun ship Canada, 80-gun ship Fou-

droyant, Captain Sir Thomas Byard, 74-gun ship Robust, Cap-
tain Edward Thornborough, and 44-gun frigate Magnanime,
Captain the Hon. Michael De Courcy, had been despatched
from Cawsand bay since the evening of the 23rd of September,
which was about as soon as intelligence arrived of the escape of

the French squadron from Brest. The commodore then pro-
ceeded straight to Achi! head, and on the 1' >th, the high land of

Donegal being distant about 12 leagues, was joined by the

36-gun frigates Melampus, Captain Graham Moore, and Doris,
I laptain Lord Ranelagh; which frigates had sailed from Lough
Swilly a few days before, in consequence of the intelligence

brought to the north-west coast by the Sylph brig detached by
Captain Countess. Shortly after the junction of the Melampus
and Doris, Sir John detached the latter to cruise off Tory island

and the Rosses, and the former to give the alarm along the Dish
roast. A gale of wind from the north-west rendering it unsafe

to approach the land without a pilot, the Melampus kept com-

pany with the squadron; which was joined the same evening
by the Amelia. So that, on the following day, the 11th, when,
at about 10 h. 30 m. a.m., Captain Countess joined company,
Sir John Warren had under his command the Canada, Robust,

Foudroyant, Magnanime, Ethalion, Anson, Melampus, and
Amelia.

Relieved at length from the plagues that had stuck to him so

closely, Commodore Bompart proceeded to fulfil Ins instruc-

tions, which were to land the troops in the harbour of Lough
Swilly. The lirst intention had bi en to effed the disembarkation
in the bay of Killala

;
and the plan was only changed because

the delay i'l the departure of the expedition rendered it probable
thai General Eumbert, for whom of course the reinforcement

was meant, would be found further to tie' northward. On the

10th, in the evening, the French squadron discovered the loom
of the land. \\ itli the hope now of getting unite clear of the

British frigates, M. Bompart bore away in the direction of

Killala bay, and then, at midnight, hauled sharp up to the

northward, with the v. ind, as already mentioned, atnorth-north-

w at, blowing Btrong. <>n the 11th, at daybreak, the French

commodore, thinking all was sale, bore up for Tory island, but

soon found cause to regret that he had not kept his wind a few
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Lours longer ; for, at noon, the Immortalite, the leading frigate,

signalled the appearance of the British squadron. The French
ships, by signal, now hauled close to the wind

; but, owing
greatly to an accident which we shall relate presently, that

manoeuvre proved of no avail.

At about the same time that the Immortalite signalled the

enemy to her commodore, the Amelia did the same to hers, and

pointed out the bearing to be north by west, which was about
half a point before her weather beam. At this time the Eobust
and Magnanime were on the Amelia's weather quarter, standing
on the same tack as herself, and the Canada and the rest of the

squadron were on the opposite or starboard tack, at a consider-

able distance on her lee beam. Sir John Warren immediately
made the signal for a general chase, and for the ships to " form
in succession as they arrived up with the enemy." At about
2 h. 3u m. p.m. the Canada and ships near her wore on the lar-

board tack, and made all sail to the east-north-east, which was
as high as they could lie. At 6 p.m. the body of the French

squadron bore from the Canada north-east, distant 10 or 12

miles. As night approached, the weather became very boiste-

rous, attended with a hollow sea; and at 9 h. 30 m. p.m. the

Anson carried away her mizenmast, main yard, and maintopsail
yard.

Some hours previous, owing to the violence of the same gale,
a much greater misfortune than this was to Commodore Sir John

Warren, had befallen Commodore Bompart. The Hoche carried

away her maintopmast, the latter, in its fall, bringing down the

fore and mizentopgallantmasts, and tearing the mainsail nearly
to pieces. This accident, of course, retarded considerably the

progress of the French squadron ;
and at a few minutes before

8 p.m. the Resolue signalled that she had sprung a leak which,

she could not stop. The Biche was immediately despatched.
with orders to ('attain Bargeau to run his ship on the coast,

and. by burning blue-lights and sending up rockets, endeavour
to draw the British squadron after him ; while the Hoche and
the remaining frigates should bear away to the south-west, the

commodore intending to land the troops at any practicable point
of the coast in that direction. This plan of sacrificing one ship
f( >r the safety of seven, or. taking the value of the Hoche into the

account, of 10 or 12 ships, was well devised, and might have

succeeded ; but either the Biche never reached the besolue

with Commodore Bompart's orders, or Captain Bargeau now
discovered that the danger was not so imminent as he had at
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first been induced to believe. At all events, no rockets or blue-

lights were observed by the British squadron.
On the 12th, at daybreak, the French commodore, from

having, on account of a sudden fall in the wind, run to leeward

less fast than he expected, found himself and his squadron nearly
surrounded by the ships of his enemies. "NVe will endeavour to

show the relative position of the two squadrons soon after 5h.

30m. a.m.; which was about the time that the light permitted
them to get a glimpse of each other. The French squadron,

loosely formed in two rather distant lines, with the Iloche, who
had bent herself a new mainsail, in the centre of the second line,

was standing to the south-west, the wind, as before, from the

north-north-west, but now very moderate. Eight astern, at the

distance of about four miles, were the Eobust and Magnanime ;

about a point on the lee quarter, at a somewhat greater distance,

the Amelia
;
a little further forward in that direction, and at

about the same distance, the Melampus ;
a little before the lee

beam, at the distance of seven or eight miles, the Foudroyant ;

and on the lee bow, about a mile nearer, the Canada. The

Anson, at this time, was not in sight of either squadron. Con-

sequently M. Bompart, in his crippled state, the wind being in

the north-west, found every avenue of escape shut against him

except in the south-west, the direction in which he was steering.

Both squadrons now anxiously awaited, but with very differ-

ent feelings, the signal to engage from the Canada ;
but Sir

John, because, as he states in his letter,
"

it was impossible to

close," did nol make it until 7 a.m. The Robust was then
directed to lead " and the rest of the ships to form in succession

in the rear of the van;" a piece of formality that might have
answered well enough, had three or four of the Hoche's com-

panions been line-of-battle ships like herself. In the meantime,
Commodore Bompart had formed his squadron in an irregular

single line ahead, thus :
—Semillante, Etomaine, Bellone, Immor-

talite, Loire, Boche, Coquille, and Bmbuseade. At 7 b. 10m.

a.m., by her time, the Robust, in obedience to the signal just
made by tin- < 'anada., edged down towards the rear of the French

line, followed closely by tho Magnanime, and, on arriving
within gun-shut, received a fire from the stern-chasers and

quarter-guns of the Embuscade and Coquille. At 7 h. 23 m.

a.m., the Bosses then bearing from the Canada south-south-

west distant five leagues, (he Robust returned the fire of the

two French frigates, and at 7 h. 4o m., hauling up her mainsail

and taking in her spanker, bore down to leeward of them, for
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the purpose of closing with the Ilochc. This object Captain

Thornborough accomplished at 8 h. 50 m., after having engagi d

the two French frigates in passing-, and thus commenced a

.minus action, side by side, between the two 74s.

In a very few minutes after the Kobust had closed with tin

Hoche, the Magnanime, following close upon her leader, opened
her starboard broadside; and the Embuscade and Coqnille, par-

ticularly the latter, very soon felt its effects. About this time

owing to the Kobust checking her way to keep alongside of the

Hoche, the Magnanime put her helm hard a-starboard, to avoid

running foul of the former, and, ranging past the Robust t<

leeward, became exposed with the latter to a raking fire from

the Loire, [mmortalite, and liellone, which sliips had bore up out

of the line for that purpose. After a few well-directed broadsides

from the Magnanime and a few distant shots from the Foudroy-

ant, the three French frigates ceased their annoyance, and made
sail to the south-wesl : while the Magnanime, putting her helm

hard a-port, obtained a raking position ahead of the Hoche.

About this time, or soon afterwards, the latter was assailed on

her stem and larboard quarter by the Amelia; who, as well as

tli^ Ethalion, had been prevented from getting earlier into action,

by having to shorten sail in compliance with Sir John Warren's

signal to form the line. Not minding, or perhaps "not seeing
"

this signal, the Melampus, although far to leeward when tic-

action commenced, got near enough to lire in passing, as declared

by Commodore Bompart himself, a few very destructive shot at

the Hoche, just as the headmost French frigates were making-
sail to escape. The Canada, too, having, on tacking to tin-

north-east, been favoured by a shift of wind to nearly west, Mas
enabled to tire a few distant shot from her bow-guns at the lar-

! quarter of the Hoche, already a mere wreck from the
close and well-directed fire of tho Eobust. In this state, with
her standing and running rigging all cut to pieces, her masts
left tottering, her hull riddled with shot, live feet water in tin

hold. 25 of her guns dismounted, and a great portion of her crew
killed and wounded, the Hoche, at 10 h. 50 m. a.m., struck h< I

colours, and was taken possession of by the boats of the Robust
and Magnanime; the first-lieutenant of which latter ship, Mr.

Charles Dashwood, had the honour of receiving Commodore
Bompart's sword.

At about 11 h. 30 m. a.m. the Embuscade, after having, in

addition to the injuries she had sustained by the fire of the Mag-
nanime received a fire from the bow-guns of the Foudroyant, an

v.>i.. n. l
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that ship was working up, surrendered also; and, dropping
astern, was taken possession of by the Magnanime. The Coquillc
then made sail after her companions in the west-south-west-

quarter ;
all of whom were immediately pursued by the Fou-

droyant, Ethalion, Amelia, and Melampns, and also by the

Canada, as soon as Sir John Warren, with a very different feeling
from that evinced by Captain .Alms at the capture of the

Alliance,
1 had sent his iirst-lieutcnant to take charge of the

Hoche. The Magnanime, on account of the shattered state of

her rigging and sails, was detained, with the prize-frigate Em-
buscade, in the rear

;
and the Robust, whose condition was even

much worse than the Magnanirne's, remained to attend the

Hoche. The Anson Avas away in the south-east, just heaving in

sight, and vainly striving, without a mizenmast, to approach
the scene of action.

The Loire, Immortalite, Bellonc, and Coquillc were now the

nearest of the ^vvc-n remaining French frigates ; and the prin-

cipal object of all was to cross the bows of the Foudroyant, then

standing directly across their path. The Loire and Immortalite

succeeded
;
but the Bellonc, being an indifferent sailer, was

ibliged to haul up, to endeavour to escape to windward. This

brought her upon the weather bow of the Foudroyant, who
opened upon her a heavy fire, and received one in return, which
lid some damage to her sails and rigging. A shot from the Fou-

droyant, however, struck the frigate's mizentop and ignited some

band grenades which had been placed there for use. These

presently set on fire the rigging and sails
; but, by the prompt

exertions of Imseigne deA'aisscau Francois-Auguste Cotelle, and
a few others of the crew, the flames were extinguished.
The Bellone, notwithstanding, weathered upon the Foudroy-

ant, and would have got clear of her. hut. found a British frigate,

the Melampns, coming up in he]- wake. Hoping to shorten the

chase by bringing down some of the Bellonc's spars, the Melam-

pus, at about half-past noon, yawed and fired her broadside. A
repetition of this two or three times, coupled with some slight

injury done to her sails and rigging by the French frigate's

stern-chasers, caused the Melampns to drop astern. About this

time, after an hour's chase and a brave resistance, the Coquillc
hauled down her colours, and, by signal from the Canada., was

taken possession of by the Magnanime. In the mean time the

lion had overtaken the Melampus. in the chase of the Bcl-

lone, and was ordered by signal to continue the pursuit of the

TOL i., p. 325
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latter; while the Melampos, accompanied by tlio Foudroyant,
Amelia, and Canada, bore up after the other French frigates,

which now appeared to be meditating a serious attack upon tho

crippled Anson.

The Ethalion continued in pursuit of the Bellone, under a

constant fire, during an hour and a half, of the stern chase-guns
of the latter. The chief of the Bellone's shot, however, passed
orer the masts of the British frigate. Nor did the latter, to

Captain Jacob's regret, yaw to fire. The Ethalion, on the

contrary, kej't a steady course, and thus gradually gained in the

chase. At about - r.M. the Ethalion got abreast of the Bellone.
1 >ut it was to leeward, and at a greater distance than Captain
Cotrntess wished. A smart action now ensued; yet, not until

she had sustained the Ethalion's heavy fire for one hour and 54

minutes, had the principal part of her masts, rigging, and sails

shot away, with five feet water in her hold, did the Bellone haul

down the republican ensign.
The damages of the Ethalion were comparatively slight : she

had her maintopmast shot through, spritsail yard knocked away,
sails and rigging much cut, and the boat on her starboard quarter
shot to pieces ;

and one of the Bellone's shot had also entered
1>< tween wind and water. The loss sustained by the Ethalion,

however, was only one seaman killed and four wounded ; while

that on board the Bellone is represented to have been 20 killed

and ±5 wounded : an amount, if correctly stated, partly attribut-

able to the crowded state of the Bellone's decks, her crew and

Boldier-passengers amounting, according to the deposition of her

officers, to 519. It seems probable, that a proportion of the loss

accrued in the general action
;
but it is not so stated in the ga-

letter. The French accounts, indeed, represent the loss

<>f the Bellone, in killed and badly wounded together, at no

more than
< >f Commodore Bompart's squadron, we have already given

an account of the capture of one line-of-battle ship and three

tes. < tfthe remaining five frigates, all standingto tin west-

south-wt-t, the Loin' was the headmost by nearly a mile and a

half. • >n approaching the Anson, then about seven miles from
ih •

n< arest ship of her squadron, the Loire shortened >ail, in

the expectation that her companions would unite with her in

the attack upon the former. Finding that, while they appa-

rently hung back, the Anson kept getting nearer, Captain

Segond, by way of a ruse, hoisted the British flag over the

ch. It appears that Captain Durham, deceired by tin's
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appearance, hailed the Loire. Finding, however, that she did

not shorten sail, the Anson, at about 4 p.m. opened a destructive

tire. Shifting her colours to French, the Loire returned the

fire, and, hauling up athwart the hawse of her disabled oppo-

nent, effected her escape. Three other French frigates followed

in close order, and, at about 4 h. 30 m. p.m., exchanged broad-

sides with the Anson, in passing her to leeward. Shortly after-

wards the fifth and last frigate bore down upon the Anson's

weather quarter, and, like her companions, gave and received a

passing fire. The effect of all this upon the Anson was tolerably

severe: she had her fore and main masts, foreyard, foretopma>-t .

and bowsprit shot through in several places, besides two sea-

men killed, and two petty-officers, eight seamen, and three

marines wounded.
The loss on board the other British ships from the fire of their

opponents in this action was comparatively trifling. The Canada
had one seaman mortally wounded, by, we believe, the recoil of

a gun win n firing at the Jloche and frigates just before the

French 74 surrendered. The Foudroyant had nine seamen
wounded by the lire of the Bellone and other frigates passing
near her. The Robust, in her close conflict with the Hoche and
the frigates ahead of her, had ten seamen killed, her first-lieu-

tenant (David Colby), one lieutenant of marines (William Cottle,

mortally), and 38 seamen and marines wounded; the Melampus
one. and the Blagnanime seven seamen wounded : making, with

the loss of the Ethalion and Anson already enumerated, a total

of 13 killed and 75 wounded. On board the French ships the

loss was exee-sively severe. The Hoche, out of the L237 men
and boys that, according to the depositions of her officers, were

on board oi her, is represented In have lost, in killed and

wounded together. L'T 1 . The Embuscade, oul of a crew, including

soldiers, of 186 men and boys, losl L5 killed and 26 wounded;
and the Coquille, out of her 507 sailors and soldiers. 18 killed

and .'il wounded. The loss on board the six remaining French

frigates cannot with accuracy I" stated. The Resolue appears
to have had live, and the li'oniaine three men wounded

;
and

the Loire, chiefly by the fire of the Anson, five seamen and

soldiers killed, and ]<> seamen and 14 soldiers wounded : making,
with the loss of the Bellone already stated, the serious total of

46- in killed and wounded.

Hiving done with the action between the two squadrons, be-

fore we attend to the scattered remains of that of M. BomparC
we will briefly advert to the relative force of the parties. On
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-
! were an 80-gun ship, two 74-gnn ships five Frigates,

two of the latter (one with her mizenmast gone) carrying long
tnd the remainder, long IS pounders: and on the other Bide,

ne 74-gnn Bhip, without a maintopmast, and eight frigates, two
f the latter (the Eomaine and Immortality) carrying long 24,
ne of them (the Loire) long 18, and the remainder long Im-

pounders. The brunt of the action, as lias already been shown,
was borne by the Ifobust and Magnanime, they having been,
at the onset, the nearest ships to the enemy. The rest of the
affair was of too detached and skirmishing a character to be at

all illustrated by confronting, in our usual manner, the aggregate
of the rival squadrons. We may here remark, that rather

more consequence was attached to this action than it really
merited, on account, chiefly, of some slight misstatements in the
accounts given of the French squadron. The eight frigates, for

instance, were all styled "heavy," although five of them
mounted 12-pounders, a less caliber than was carried by any of
ill- British frigates; and the Hoche was designated as an

in Bhip, which was assigning her eight guns more than
she had ports to lit them to.

As every publication, in which an account of this action ap-
pears, except one, has'relied upon the statement at the foot of
Sir John Warren's letter, that the Hoche was a ship of "84
guns,"' we deem it necessary to show how many ports she was
really pierced for on each deck of the ship. On her lower deck,
the Hoche had 30 ports, but the French, acting more wisely
than the English, had left the two foremost ones vacant: con-

sequently, the ship mounted 28 guns, which, as usual, were
On the second deck her ports woe also 30, and all

fitted with guns, 18-pounders. On the quarter-deck the Hoche,
- — customary in French Iine-of-battle ships, room for

two ports of a side in the cabin, had ten ports, in which were as

many 8-pounders. On the forecastle she had six ports, in four
of which (two being chase-ports) were four more 8-poun

ingjust 71 guns. But the Hoche also mounted four brass

•under carronades on her poop, total 78 guns. Of Sir John
Warren's account of the force of the Hoche, the French, how-

. must not complain, until they have made some correction
m the following account of the force of the Ethalion : "C< tte

fregate, l'une des plus forte de la marine anglaise, portait

cinquante bouch.s :< feu, savoir: vingfr-huit canons de 18 (so fax

right), douze de i_. et dix caronadesde 42." *

V ctoires et Conquetes, tome x., p. 411.
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There is not an action recorded in these pages which has*

jrivcn us more trouble to comprehend in ils details than the one
ni' which we have now nearly disposed. The official letter con-

tains no particulars, ami the entries in the different ships' logs
are confused, and, in some instances, contradictory. One fact,

however, appears certain, that the action commenced when the

Ifoche and frigates were, as stated in Sir John Warren's letter,

"on the starboard tack." Yet the following appears in the work
of a contemporary :

" In which (the admiral's letter) we are told,

that the enemy bore down and formed a line on the starboard

tack, &c; but this is certainly incorrect. By a sketch from the

hand of one of the best witnesses now living (Nov. L822), Plato

XXIII. has been formed; by which it appears that, although
the enemy's squadron was considerably to windward of the

ship, it was very little so of the Robust, Magnanime, and Amelia,
winch ships, on the morning of the lL!th of October, discovered

the enemy as given in the figure, on the larboa/rd tack. The
Robust and frigates brought the Hoche and others to action on

the larboard side and to windward of them
;
and the action was

nearly over before the Canada and Foudroyant, from being so

far to leeward, could render any assistance." 1 Tn answer to this,

there is, besides the statement in the official letter, a pair of

large engravings, dedicated to the Duke of Clarence, and pur-

porting to be taken from drawings by a marine officer present in

the battle, in which tho French ships arc placed on the star-

1 tack : but in which (jprdh tb offici own ship,

the Canada, is brought where Bhe never was able to get, into th<

thick of the fire. Another officer who participated in the ad ion,

in answer to our inquiries on the subject, has expressly stated,

that the ships were on the starboard-tack. But what will

Admiral Ekins's "besl witnesses cow living,"' say to thefollow-

ing extracts from a respectable French account of the action?
••

l.e \ . ni et;iit au N.-O., et la division francaise le recevait it

tribord. i."< scadre ennemie, en se placanj sous le vent, coupah
la b tie mux b&timens francais," &c. " Bientdt le Robust, le

Vfagnanime, el 1'Ameb i I' rent. Ie premier vaisseau ayant

pris poste par son travels a babord, ei le Magnanime le canon-

nani en hanch I en ponpe."
On taking the EEoche in tow, as she had been ordered by the

Canada, the Robust si. end for Lough Swilly. <>n the 13th, at

J I a.m., the latter ship's foretopmast, owing to the injuries it had
received in the action, fell over the side. At 1 h. 30m. p.m., a

1 Ekins's Naval Battle, p. 251. >me .\.. p. 406.



-.J
THE HOCHE IS DANGER OK SIXKi: 15]

. I earned away the wounded fore and main masts <y

prize: and at
(J p.m., the tow-rope breaking, the Hoche went

adrift. A stormy night ensued, and the latter was with difficulty

kept afloat. In this emergency all national prejudices were laid

aside, and the French united their exertions with the FnglMi in

pumping, and performing the other duties of the ship ;
and. con-

ing how numerous the former were to the latter, there can-

donbt that the French crew and soldiers were princi-

1 illy instrumental in savingthe prize. To us it certainly appears
unaccountable, that one crippled ship should have been sent to

conduct home another: and that, too, at so stormy a >rason of

the year. < »n the 15th the 1 'oris frigate fortunately joined the

Robust, and took the Hoche in tow. "We will now leave the

three ships din :ting their course for Lough Swilly. while we
what is become of the other ships of the two squadrons.

The Magnanime and Amelia were staying by the Coquilleand

Embuscade, and the Ethalion by the Bellone. The Anson,

ially since her action with the retreating frigates, had

enough to do to take care of herself. The Canada, Foudroyant,
and Melampus, meanwhile, were chasing the five frr_

making off to leeward. At '.' r.M. the Canada gut sight of one

of the frigates, the Romaine, standing into Donegal bay. and at

10 h. :: > in. i\:i. was only one mile to the north ward of her.

. after this the breeze fell, and the Canada lost ground in

the chase. At 11 i . ing very near to the land, the Brit ish

bortened sail and hauled to the wind. About this time the

Melampus saw two other of the Trench frigates, the Immorta-
lite and Resolue, bar up towards the land, and got a gli:

also of the Lobe and Semillante, hauling their wind to the v.

ward.
< >n the 13th, at daybreak, the wind then at about west-south-

rnada and Foudroyant were close together, the

M '.auipus to leeward, the Anson about nine miles off in the

north-north-east, and the Loire and Semillante (the former

somewhat disabled; nearly hull-down to the wt Btward. Havin _

made the signal that she had intelligence to communicate, the

Melampus was ordered within hail of the Canada. At 8 h.

a.m. the tv. - having approached each other, Captain
Moore acquainted Sir John Warren with the coute si sered by
two of the French frigates: whereupon the Melampus was
directed to 1 to Donegal bay, in search of the frig)

which the Canada had herself seen standing in towards that

part of th'. 1
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The Melampus, accordingly, made all sail to the south-east ;

but, the wind coming oft' the land, and blowing fresh, it was not

until 11 h. 30m. p.m., that she got well in with St. Johns point.

At this moment, while the Melampus, on account of the gale

then beginning to blow, was shortening sail, two large ships made
their appearance at no great distance from her, one on the

weather bow, the other on the weather quarter. These were

neither of them the Bomaine of which she had been sent in

chase, but the Immortalite and Besolue, running before the wind

out of St. John's bay, where they had been lying at an anchor

under English colours. By the time the Melampus had made sail

in chase, the two French frigates had passed to leeward of her,

and, owing to the excessive darkness of the night, had at that

moment lost sight of each other. The nearest frigate to tin

Melampus was the Besolue
;
and it wTould not be doing justice

to Captain Bargcau, his officers, and crew, were we to omit to

mention some facts that have recently come to our knowledge
The Besolue was one of the old class of French 36-gun frigates,

fitted with hanging ports to her main deck ;
and at the com-

mencement of the gale, her 12-pounders were run in and double

breeched, and the ports shut and barred, to meet the coming
storm. That done, the frigate weighed, as already stated, in

company with her consort.

In this comparatively defenceless state was the Rdsolue, when
she descried the Melampus coming up astern. The French
officer of the watch told Captain Bargcau, that the Immortalite

wanted to speak him. The Besolue accordingly shortened sail,

and, at about 1 a.m. on the 14th, was hailed by the Melampus,
then running at the rate of about ten knots an hour, and ordered

to bring in. As, instead of that, the Resolue, who had now dis-

cover- -<1 her mistake, attempted to haul athwart the hawse of

the Melampus, the latter opened her fire; and, at the same

moment, the British officers and crew heard the drum on board

the French frigate beat to quarters. To the last two or three

broadsides of five that were discharged into her, the Besolue

returned a feeble fire from her quarter-deck guns, and then sur-

rendered.

That the guns of the Melampus, during the nine; or ten

minutes they had been at work, had been most ably handled, is

clear from the following account of her opponent's damage and
loss: The Besolue had her main-yard shot away, and her main

topmasl and mizenmast shot through, and was so badly struck

in the hull, that she made four feet water an hour, until the Me-
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lampus, ten days afterwards, got her into the Clyde. This leak,

however, appears, from what has elsewhere been stated, to have
d before. Her loss, out of a crew, including troops, of

500 men and boys, amounted to 10 men killed and several

wounded. Having had scarcely a rope cut and not a man hurt,

a as iptain Moore had sent Lieutenant John Price and
_ b amen on board the prize, and had removed a portion of the

numerous French prisoners, the Melampns was ready for the

lue"s consort, had Captain Legrand been disposed, or rather,
from the distance and position of the Immortalite. been enabled
to try his luck in the chances of war. However, as the latter,

King a new frigate, possessed none of the inconveniences of the

old manner of construction, and was, moreover, of double the
- ilue'a force, it was better perhaps for the Melampus, excel

Lently manned and appointed as she was, that the Immortalite

did not molest her.

Deceived by the English accounts, deceived by the French
nits, wo formerly joined in censuring both Captain Bargeau

and Captain Legrand ;
the one for not having defended his ship.

the other for not having made an effort to save his consort from

capture. Had Captain Moore's letter been, as a contemporary
•ills it,

<; a clear and compact narrative,"
1 we should have had

sense to offer for having spoken so slightingly of two brave

officers. "We have not obtained our information from either of

the French captains, or from any of their countrymen, but from
a Britidi eye-witness of the transaction, an officer of the Melam-

pns herself, Indeed, we have generally found the officers of the

British navy- more ready to do justice to their enemies than

tbose gentlemen on shore who undertake to blazon their
< sploits : and yet all the misstatements and boastings of the latter,

by the opposite nation at hast (and there it is where the prin-

cipal mischief lies), are usually laid to the charge of the former.

A French writer, who, for lack of information, omits to tell his

re why the Resolue made no defence, or why the Imni'

lite was unable to render her any assistance, hopes to gratify
them by I ring remark, that the Melampus closed with the

- • was the weaker ship, "s'attacha a la

premiere, comme la pins faihle."- We have no doubt that both

Captains Bargeau and Legrand, if questioned, would have

expressed it as their opinion, that Captain Moore, had he I

permitted a choice, would not have hesitated an instant in

selecting for his opponent the Immortalite.

1 Brenton, v:i. ;:.. p. 366. - Victcires et Conqnetes, tome x., p. 413.
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Of Commodore Bompart's eight frigates, we have already

disposed of four, the Embuscade, Coquille, JJcllonc, and Besolue.

A fifth, the Loire,had her career first partially, then conclusively

interrupted by the keen vigilance of British cruisers. On tho

L5th of October, at 8 a.m.. the British 38-gun frigate Bevolu-

tionnaire, Captain Thomas Twysden, and 12-pounder 32-gun

frigate Mermaid, Captain James Newman Newman (senior

officer), accompanied by the lS-gun brig-sloop Kangaroo, Cap-
tain Edward Brace, being near Black-Sod bay on the north-west

coast of Ireland, discovered two large sail bearing north. The
latter -were soon made out to be enemy's frigates, and the British

frigates proceeded in chase. At its commencement the two

strangers, which were, as may be conjectured, the Loire and

Semillante, kept their wind, but, shortly afterwards, edged away
gradually; so that, by evening, both the pursued and the

pursuers were going right before the wind, with all sail set.

The two French frigates then signalled and apparently spoke
each other, and immediately afterwards steered separate courses.

The Revolutionnaire now chased one; and the Mermaid, fol-

lowed by the Kangaroo, far astern, the other. At 7 p.m., owing
to the thick and squally weather, the two British frigates lost

sight of each other, and soon afterwards of their respective
chases. Captain Twysden saw his game no more. Captain
Newman, as we shall presently see, was more fortunate. The
Mermaid, on her enemy disappearing, hauled to the wind, on

tiie larboard tack (the wind north by east), and was soon re-

joined by the Kangaroo.
On the following morning, the 16th, at daylight, the Trench

frigate was again seen and pursued by the Mermaid and Kan-

garoo. At 3 P.M. the Kangaroo, whose force was sixteen

32-pounder carronades and two long sixes, came up with and
. ogaged the Loire, for such she was, in a mosl gallant manner ;

until, indeed, the brig had her foretopmast shot away, and

foremasl wounded, by the frigate's stern-chasers. The Kanga-
roo was then compelled to drop astern.

The Mermaid continued the pursuit, and kept the enemy in<

view during the night. At daybreak on the 1 7th the Loire,

observing the Mermaid to be alone, evinced by shortening sail,

an inclination to engagi j
nor was the latter disposed to balk

'

'aptain Scgond's wishes. Accordingly, at about 6 h. 45 m. a.m.,

both ships steering north-east, which was nearly before the wind,

the action commenced, and soon became very animated on both

sides. An early attempt, on the part of the Loire, to board th<
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Mermaid, was frustrated by Lieutenant Michael Ilalliday'-

dicious management of the latter's helm. Shortly afterwards
the Mermaid, 'who had stationed herself on the Loire's starboard

. taking advantage of a sudden shift of wind from west-

south-west to south-south-west, was enabled to gall the latter

considerably, without receiving much damage.
In a little while, from repeatedly bearing awayand luffing up,

the Mermaid closed with her opponent to within pistol-shot ;

when, the fall of the Loire's foretopmast and cross-jack yard

gave proofs of the Mermaid's deliberate and well-directed fire.

The fire from the great guns of the Loire had now evidently

slackened, but that from her musketry, conspicuous at every

part of the ship, was unremittingly kept up. At 9 h. L5m. a.m.

the Loire's maintopsail yard came down, and Captain Newman
Lrave instant orders to run athwart her hawse and rake her. Just

as she was about to execute this manoeuvre, the Mermaid lost

her misenmast by the board, its wreck totally disabling the

cabin and quarter-deck gun-. Scarcely was the wreck of- the
mizenmast cleared, and the stern blown out, in order, now that

the ship had unavoidably fallen off, to fire the stern-chasers,
when the maintopmast came down. By this time the Mermaid's

stays, backstay-.. Bhrouds, tacks, sheets, halyards, sails, spars,
and boats were all cut to pieces or shot away : and, from the

number of dangerous shot receivi d in the hid], the ship made a

deal of water. The main yard hung only by a part of the chain
with which it was slung : the mainmast had received nine shots

in its head, and both that and the foremast appeared likely every
instant to fall. Two of the guns, likewise, were completely dis-

abled. In this crippled condition, the Mermaid could do no
otherwise than discontinue the action. The Loire, apparently
not much less disabled than the Mermaid, nor seemingly i

inclined to renew the engagement, put before the wind, an'
• a out of sight.

Although b r i stablished complement was 212, the Mermaid
had on board, when this lone: and spirited action commenced,
only 208 men and boys. ( if these she lost, exclusive of the

carpenter, who. whi] busy in stopping a shot-hole outside, was

swept away by the wreck of the maintopmast and drov.

three killed, and thirteen wounded, three of the latter dan-

gerously. The loss sustained by the Loire, out of a complement,
including soldiers, of C24 men. is of course left to conjecture ;

but, from the excellent position maintained so long by the

Mermaid, th<- • state of the Loin's decks, and her
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finally abandoning tho field to an adversary of little more than

half her size and strength (the Mermaid's guns were 32 twelves

and sixes and eight 24-pounder carronades, the Loire's the

same as Xo. 5 in the Table at p. 59 of vol. i., with two additional

36-pounder carronades), the amount of both killed and wounded
must have been considerable. Indeed it was represented that.

towards the close of the action, the Loire's people were seen from

the Mermaid to throw the killed overboard in great numbers.
Those who arc of opinion that, in a statement of comparative

force, the French troops ought to be included, can add them,
their number having already been stated; but, when the equi-

vocal aid to be derived from their musketry (see what slight

effect it produced on the Mermaid's crew), is contrasted with the

certain disadvantage accruing from the room which they and

their baggage occupy, it is considered the fairer mode to confine

the estimate to that number of men, the regular complement,
which was originally fixed for and put on board the ship, as

well to manage her sails, as to fight her guns, great and small.

11 is a fact, too, worth noticing, that the increased slaughter,
which invariably attends increased numbers stowed in a small

compass, has often a very discouraging effect upon the survivors

of the crew. The panic may linger a while among the landmen
and passengers, but its proverbially infectious nature will soon

set it spreading. "Where ships get foul, and boarding attempts
are made, then it is that increased numbers carry their weight ;

and a c; ( m of that sort may merit to lie an exception. With
this remark, we present the following as the

Comparative Force of the Combatants.

(\"n.

[lbs.

Crew No.

Size toDS.

B Iside-suns . . . •!,'
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damages will show to what a state the shot of tbc Mermaid,
: ibid, iii part palliation, as "une ire'gat<' de sa force," had

reduced the Loire.
" Ce beau combat etait lc quatriemc que la Loire avait eu ;i

tsouteuir depuis cinq jours, et quoiqu'elle fut sortie avec gloire
de toutes ces affaires, elle etait reduite a l'etat le plus deplorable.
Llle ne possedait plus que ses deux basses voiles en lambcaux,
et il etait impossible d'en etablir d'autres. II n'y avait plus a bord

ni bois, ni cordages, pour essayer d'installer des mats superieurs ;

les has mats eux-menies, cribles de boulets, inenacient de tom-
ber. Tout ce que le capitainc put faire pour reparer sa fregate,
tut dc boucher le mieux possible les trous des boulets recus ti la

flottaison, de jumeller ses bas mats, et de bosser les ralingues
des basses voiles, qui etaient coupees en plusieursendroits. Dans
cette triste situation, e'eut c'te un miracle que la Loire put at»

teindre un port de France. 1

\\ e wen at first a little puzzled to make out the four com-
bats, which tin- Loire had so "gloriously" sustained. They
were, however, as follows : that fought in line with the Hoche,
that between the Loire and four other frigates with the disabled

Anson, that between the Loire and Kangaroo (we suppose this

must be meant), ami that with the Mermaid alone. That the

heavy fire, which the Loire opened upon the latter, did not sink

her, appears, by the following remark, to have surprised the

French themselves. "L'avantage n'etait pas pour les canon-
niers de la Loire, qui, facte d'adresse, ou, ce qui est plus croy-

able, par trop de precipitation, n'ajustaient pas anssi bien lenrs

coups que les Anglais."- Yet, why the Loire, with her decided

superiority of force and the subsequent fall of her opponent's
liii/.enmast, did not push the contest to an issue, is nowhere

explained; not even in an account which, by its minuteness in

"ther respects, as clearly proves that it was drawn up on board

Loire, as that from among the troops in his ship, or froD

somewhere else, "l'excellent manoeuvrier le capitaine Segond"
had provided himself with a still more excellent trumpeter.

Scarcely had the Mermaid's crew time to knot the remaining
shrouds, and get their ship a little into order, before there came
on a violent gale of wind. The men had just furled the for< •

topsail, when the remains of the mainsail blew away; and, in

the act of hauling up the foresail, the foremast, foretopmast .

fore-yard, and foretopsailyard, all fell in-board on the forecastle.

Constant latigue was now endured by the crew, in refitting,
1 V;toires et ConquJ'.es, tome .\., p. 420. - Ibid., p.

'

•
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pumping, and clearing; the wreck ; and the sLip, under a bare

pole, the mainmast, scudded before the wind in a dreadful sea,

rendered ten times more alarming by the open state of the

cabin, from the cause already explained! At length, on the

19th, the Mermaid was fortunate enough to get into Lough
S willy. Fortunate, indeed, it was, as the bread had all been

destroyed by a shot-hole leak in the bread-room, and the ship,

having been eight weeks at sea, had only 12 tuns of water left.

The Loire had only escaped from one antagonist to fall into

the hands of another. At daylight on the 18th, the very day
succeeding that on which she had been so roughly handled by
the Mermaid, the Loire unexpectedly found herself to leeward

of a ship of more than double the size of her former antagonist.
The Loire, at this time, lay without her fore and main topmasts :

the one having been shot away by the Mermaid, and the other,

as Captain Newman had conceived would be the case, having
fallen over the top in the course of the ensuing night. The

ship to windward, which was the 44-gun frigate Anson, Captain

Philip ( 'harles Durham, had lost her mizenmast, main yard, and
main cross-trees

; and, in her previous action with the Loire and
her four companions, had had her bowsprit and fore yard shot

through in several places. The Anson had also received con-

siderable injury in her fore and main masts. Thus were the two

Bhips about equally balanced in point of disabilities : if there

was a difference in this respect, it was in favour of the Anson:
but there was a third party present, who, although apparently

very insignificant, was not to be overlooked or despised. On
tho preceding night the Anson had fallen in with the Kangaroo,
and Captain Durham, thinking the lattcr's services might be
useful in tin Alison's disabled state, ordered Captain 1 'race to

keep company. The Kangaroo, since her disaster of the morn-

ing of the 16th, had, with creditable alacrity, refitted herself

with a new foretopmast; and at 8 h. 30 m. a. jr. on this day,
which was as soon as the strange sail was discovered by her,
1hcn far to windward of the Anson, got up her topgallantmasts,
and made Bail in i ha e.

Tho Anson, from her leeward position, in reference to the

Kangaroo, was of course first up with the Loire ; and at about
10 h. 30 m. a.m. the cannonading commenced between the two

ships. At 11 h. 45 m. A.M. while the Loire and Anson lay

mutually disabled, the latter with her head in a line with the

former's stem, the Kangaroo bore down, and received a shot

from the Loire, accompanied by several volleys of musketry.
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10 ihis the brig immediately replied by a broadside. Shortly
afterwards the Loire's mizenmast came down, and -with it her

colours. These the French ship, having six feet water in the

hold, and being reduced to an utterly defenceless state by the

Mermaid and Anson's shot, did not attempt to rehoist. As
soon, then lure, as she was hailed for that purpose, the Loire

surrendered, and was taken possession of by a boat from the

Kangaroo.
< Hit of her complement of 327 men and boys, the Anson had

one quartermaster and one seaman killed, her first-lieutenant of

marines (William Abell), two midshipmen (William Robilliard

and Francis 1!. Fayler), eight seamen, and two marines wounded
;

total, two killed and L3 wounded. The Kangaroo, whose com-

plement was L20 men and boys, escaped without any loss. The
Loire's In--, according to the French account, amounted to 4G
men killed and 71 wounded. Her total number of sailors and
soldiers, at the commencement of the action, is stated in Captain
Durham's letter at 664

; but her officers, when examined in the

prize-court, deposed to 624. A great part of the difference is

probably to he accounted for by the Loire's loss in her two pre-
vious actions. If bo, as only five men are admitted to have
been killed on hoard the Loire in her first action, a great many
more must have been killed in her action with the Mermaid.
The Anson and Loire, in point of relative force, had they

each met in a perfect state, would have been similarly matched
to the Indefatigable and Virginie.

1 Whatever chance of success,

therefore, the Loire may have had with the Mermaid, she had

very little with the Anson, and none whatever with the Anson
and Kangaroo united. The undoubted bravery which Captain
Segond, his officers, and crew displayed in this contest affords a
tolerable proof, that the Loire would not have quitted her former

antagonist had not her injuries by the Mermaid's shot been of

the most serious kind.

The Loire had on board a brass field-piece, with the necessary
apparatus and Btores, clothing complete for 3000 men, 1020

muskets, 200 sal -res, 350 pouches, and 25 cases of musket-ball

cartridges, evidently to serve for equipping the recruits expect' d

among the Irish malcontents. Leaving the prize in tow of the

Kangaroo, and attended by the Anson, we shall proceed to show
which was the next of Commodore Bompart's frigates that w is

successfully intercepted on her return to a French port.
I to the 20th of October, at 8 a.m., in latitude 48° 23' north,

1 See vol. i., p. 362.
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and longitude 7 D
west, the British 38-gun frigate Fisgard, Gap-

tain Thomas Byam Martin, while standing on the larboard tack

with the wind at west-south-west, saw a strange sail due west,
on the opposite tack, steering free. At 8 h. 45 m. a.m. the

Fisgard tacked in chase, and gained on the stranger; who was
no other than the Immortalite, pursuing her course to Brest,

and which port, bul for this to her unlucky encounter, she would

very soon have reached. At 11 a.m. the Iinmortalite hoisted

French colours, and commenced firing her stern-chasers. At
Mil. ',10 m. a.m. the Fisgard hoisted English colours, and

opened a fire in return with her bow-guns, still, with a fine

moderate breeze on the quarter, coming up with the objeel

of her pursuit.
At half-past noon the Fisgard got close alongside her oppo-

nent, and a spirited action commenced. So effectual, however,
was the Immortality's fire, that, in 25 minutes, the Fisgard was
rendered quite ungovernable, having her bowlines, braces, top-

sail-ties, back-stays, and the whole of her running rigging, cut

to pieces. The Fisgard, in consequence, dropped astern
; and

the Immortalite, profiting by the occasion, crowded sail to

escape. At 1 h. 30 m. r.M., by the active exertions of her crew,
the Fisgard was again alongside her opponent; and a cannonade
now commenced, more furious than the first. At the end of

half an hour the Fisgard had received some shots so low in the

hull, as to have six feet water in the hold. Still her resolute

erew persevered ;
and at 3 p.m., after nearly an hour and a half's

close engagement, the Iinmortalite, then nearly in a sinking
state from the Fisgard's shot, and having her mizenmast gone
close to the deck, and her fore and main masts, and all her

other spins, as well as rigging and sails, much cut; and having,
besides, losl her captain and first-lieutenant, hauled down her

colours.

The Fisgard had her masts, rigging, and sails a good deal

injured, and was struck so low in the hull by some of the

Immortality's 24-pound shot, as to oblige her to keep one pump
constantly going, tier loss out of a crew of 281 men and boys.
and who, the more to their credit, were quite a young ship's

company, amounted to 10 seamen killed, one lieutenant of

marines (Mark A. Gerrard), 23 seamen and two marines

wounded. The Immortalite, out of a crew, including soldier-

passengers, of 580 (in which number both Captain Martin and
the French officers agree), lost, including her brave commander
and first-lieutenant, also a general of the army (Monge), and
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was newly named the Donegal, after the bay near to which she

had been captured. She was a fine ship of 1 901 tons, and long

proved a serviceable cruiser. The Embuscade was also a fine

little frigate of 916 tons, and under the name of Seine (the

Ambuscade being a name that, after the middle of December,
excited in England no very pleasant recollections), was long

attached to the 12-pounder 36-gun class. The Coquille, a

similar frigate to the Embuscade, on the 14th of December,
while lying at anchor in Hamoaze, and just after she had been

surveyed preparatory to her purchase by the government, caught
fire and blew up : by which accident, three midshipmen, seven

seamen, and three women unfortunately perished. The Bellone

and Ee'solue were frigates of a smaller class than either of the

preceding; the one measuring 888, and the other 877 tons:

both were purchased into the navy, but, being old and worn out,

never afterwards went to sea. The Loire, on the other hand, was

a fine new frigate, and had recently been presented to the French

government by the city of Nantes. The Immortalite' was also a

fine frigate, but less than the Loire, by about 90 tons; and

therefore very far from being, as a contemporary represents her,
' l one of the largest frigates that had fallen into our hands." 1

Not being considered capable of carrying to advantage a battery
of 24-pounders (of which heavy guns, however, that same writer

had assigned her "twenty-eight," instead of twenty-four), the

Immortalite" was fitted with twenty-six 18-pounders; and that

was giving her one .gun more of a side than she could fairly use

upon her broadside.

We must not forget to mention, that the thanks of both houses

of parliament were subsequently voted to commodore Sir John
Borlase Warren, and the captains, officers, and men under his

command, for the successful issue of the action, or actions

rather, with the Eoche and her squadron; not, certainly for any
extraordinary exertions thai were either required or made use of,

in achieving the victory, but because of the evil consequences
which it in all probability averted from the Bister-kingdom.
Lieutenants William James Turquand, first of the Canada, and,
after a while, David Colby, first of the Robust, were made com-

manders; as was also, tor her capture of tin- Immortalite, the

1'isgard's first-lieutenant, John Surman Garden.

The dashing manner in which the Robust went into action

was precisely what might have been expected from the captain
of the Latona, in November, 1793; and we should have been

i Brcntoti, vol. ii., p. 367.
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better pleased with Sir John Warren's letter, imperfect as it is in

many respects, had it contained a more particular notice of the

(considering the hyrs-de-conibat distance of the Canada and

Foudroyant, some have thought aU) important services of Cap-
tain Thornhorough.

Very great credit was also due to Captain Countess, for his

seal and perseverance in keeping sight of the French squadron ;

which, had it not been so well watched by the Ethalion and her

consorts, would have been on the coast of Ireland nearly a fort-

night earlier than it was. In that case, M. Bompart would

probably have disembarked his troops, without molestation, and

might, with his squadron, have got safe back to a French port.

In liis official account of the capture of the Bellone, Captain
Countess speaks in the highest terms of the first-lieutenant of

the Ethalion, Mr. George Sayer ;
and the latter, upon whom

the greater part of the active duty of keeping sight of the French

squadron must necessarily have devolved, was, in consequence,
made a commander.
We must be permitted to make one more remark before we

quit this action. The noble behaviour of the French prisoners
on board the Hoche and Coquille (for she, also, was mainly

irved by their exertions) ought to have obtained for them,
after they were landed in England, some abatement of the hard-

ships usually imposed upon prisoners of war. This would be

holding out encouragement to men so circumstanced; particu-

larly in cases where their numbers, as in the instances of both

the 74 and the frigate, might otherwise be too formidable to be

coerced into subjection. Upon national considerations, even

this ought never to be overlooked.

It still remains to be shown what became of the three un-

captnred v. -~. Is of Commodore Bompart's squadron. The
Romaine having anchored, under English colours, six or seven

miles from the spot at which the Immortality and Resolue had

brought up. made preparations for disembarking Iter troops. A
communication with the shore, however, soon cooled the zeal of

tin Litter: and the soldiers wore not so tired of the sea, or so

alarmed at the perils both of weather and capture to be encoun-

tered in crossing it. but that they preferred even that risk to the

certain fate that awaited them if they attempted to land. The

llomaine, accordingly, weighed and stood off from the Irish

coast, and. overtaking the Biche on the passage, anchored on

the 23rd of October in the road of Brest. About the same time,

also, the Semillante managed to get into Lorient.
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The very day that scaled the fate of the IToche, saw another

expedition quit a port of France for the same destination. Com-
modore Savary, with the same four frigates with which lie had

made the former trip, namely, the Concorde, Mede'e, Franchise,

and Venus, having on board a small quantity of troops, Bailed

from Bochcfort, in order to see what had become both of Com-
modore Bompart's squadron, which had now been out 26 days,

and of General Humbart's army, which had been landed in Ire-

land since more than two months. On the 27th Commodore

Savary had the good fortune to arrive in the neighbourhood of

Killalabay, the scene of his former success. Here the commo-
dore soon learnt the fate of both the French army and the

French squadron: and, fearing it might be his turn next, put to

sea again the same afternoon, and steered straight for France

with the melancholy news.

On the 28th, at about 7 a.m., the weather nearly calm, these

four French frigates were discovered in the south-east quarter,
not far from the Stags of Broadhaven, by the British 80-gun

ship Caesar, Captain Sir .fames Saumarez, 74-gun ship Terrible,

Captain Sir Richard Bickerton, Barf., and 38-gun frigate Melpo-
mene, Captain Sir Charles Hamilton: and, as soon as the breeze

would permit, were chased under all sail. At 3 p.m. the wind

veered to the south-west. At 6 p.m. the four French frigates,

then on a line in the larboard tack, were passed to windward

by the Terrible, and between her and them Beveral shots were

exchanged, one of which struck the 74's mizenmast, and obliged
her instantly to fish it. The Terrible then wore after the rear-

most ol flic frigates. and Lure away in pursuit to the nortli-

north-west. Shortly afterwards the French frigates opened, in

: raking fire upon the I 'sesar, bul at inn greal a distance

t.p produce any effed : and, for that nason, the latter did not

return it. \f II p.m., jusl as she was last coming up with the

Bternmosf French frigate, the wind, having considerably fresh-

ened, carried away the Caesar's foretopmast and maintop-

gallantmast ;
and lliis was net nil. for the wreck demolished

the foresail. At 1 I li. L5 m p.m., in consequence of this acci-

lent, the Terrible and Melpomene passed thof';esar in the chase.

On the 29th, at 1 a.m., the < '.esar was entirely lost sight of

by her two consorts; and at 8 a.m. the enemy's squadron was

distant from these about two leagues in the north-west. At

noon, owing chiefly, as it would appear, to the bad sailing of

the Venus, the Melpomene, who was at some distance ahead oi

the 74, got within two or three miles of the former. As the
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only means of averting the consequences likely to result from
this retardation of the squadron, Commodore Savary made the

signal for his frigates to separate. < >n this the Concorde hauled
close to the wind (still at south-west) on the larboard tack, the
Mectee and Franchise kept, as before, about four points free on
the same tack, and the Venus put directly before it. The
Melpomene immediately hauled up for the Concorde, and the
Terrible pursued the two frigates in the north-west by west;
upon whom the 74 gained so much, that at 4 p.m. she was only
two miles ast( rn of them. At 7 p.m. the Terrible and Melpomene
lost Bight of each other. On the 30th, at daybreak, the 74 found
herself still only two miles distant from one of the frigates in

the north-west, and soon afterwards passed several gun-car-
riages, also two horses, which had been thrown overboard by
the French frigate. It is doubtful whether or not this would
have Baved her, if at 5 pm. a violent and unexpected squall of
wind from the smith-cast had not carried away the Terrible's fore
and maintopsail yards, and the topgallant ones also. There was
now n>> alternative

;
and the Terrible, accordingly, left off chase

and hauled her wind to the southward and westward. M. Savary
was afterwards so fortunate as tore-assemble all four of his

frigates, and with them to re-enter Eochefort on the twenty-
second day of his departure from it.

This was the last of four expeditions which the French sent
from their ports to assist the malcontents of Ireland. The first,

or that of 1 kcember, 1796, was scattered and discomfited by the
weather. The second, under the same Commodore Savary whose
fortunate escape we have just done detailing, succeeded, in

August of the present year, in disembarking a body of men, but
it was only for the survivors of them to yield up their arms in

September. The third ended in the capture of the Iloche and
her companions; and the fourth, rendered unavailable by the
failure of the second and third, returned to port as it weut.

Inning the last two months of the year, the Brest fleet

remained as stationary as it had done during the first ten. In
the attention we are about to bestow upon the fleet of Toulon,

may p-rhaps develop the principal cause of this forced

inactivity of a fleet, which, with a proper application of its

numbers and strength, might have done incalculable mischief to

an enemy.
We must not, however,quit the Channel without mentioning,

that, among the fruits of four years' hard lighting, was the

assembling in France of 2800 English, and in England of up-
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wards of 30,000 French prisoners. Since the month of January
the two nations had agreed that each should maintain their own
prisoners; that, for that purpose, an agent should reside in each

country, and have the benefit of its market; and that the

prisoners, instead of being scattered over the country, should

be confined in three or four places of general rendezvous.

Agreeably to this arrangement, the French prisoners were to

be confined nowhere but at Portsmouth, Plymouth, Norman
Cross, Liverpool, Edinburgh, Chatham, and Stapleton. This
was followed, towards the end of the year, by a second agree-

ment, authorizing the reciprocal transmission of cartels, and

settling the terms by which an exchange of prisoners was to be

regulated.
In the course of the year the French directory issued a decree

declaring that all persons, natives of, or originally belonging to,

neutral countries, or countries in alliance with France, who
might form a part of the crew of any of his Britannic majesty's

ships of war, or of any British vessels, should be considered and
treated as pirates. This savage order was met by a counter-

declaration from the king of England, dated November 20,

directing it to be signified to the commissary for French

prisoners in Great Britain, that, if that decree should, in any

instance, be carried into effect against any such persons, taken

in any vessel <>r vessels the property of his majesty, or of his

subjects, and navigated under the British flag, it was the king's

determination to exercise the mosf rigorous retaliation against
those subjects of the French republic whom the chance of war
had then placed, or might thereafter place, at his majesty's dis-

posal. This had, in a great degree, the desired effect.

With the view of ascertaining the precise object of the ru-

moured preparations making at Toulon, the British admiralty
had directed Earl St. Vincenf to detach from the Mediterranean
lleet a lew j-lii|,s under Rear-admiral Sir Horatio Nelson; who,

haying been allowed, after the Santa-( Iruz affair, to go to England
for his health, had, OS the 29th of April, returned to the fleet off

Cadiz. On Hie 2nd of May, Sir Horatio quitted the fleet in the

Vanguard, and steered lor the Mediterranean. The rear-admiral

was to take with him t wo 74s lying at Gibraltar, and four frigates

and a sloop cruising on that station. On the 4th the Vanguard
arrived at Gibraltar; and on the 9th, having completed her

water and provisions, sailed again, accompanied by the Alex-

ander and Orion 71s, Emerald and Terpsichore frigates, and

Bonne-Citoyenne sloop.
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On the 17th, when off Cape Sicie, the rear-admiral received

information, through a captured privateer, that there were, in-

cluding the ex-Venetian ships, 19 sail of the line in Toulon
harbour; that 15 of them were ready for sea; and that Buona-

parte, at the head of an immense body of troops, was expected
soon to embark, but for what destination could not be ascer-

tained. On the 19th' the wind blew strong from the north-west.

On the next day, the 20th, it moderated, but, after dark, again
blew strong; so strong, that on the 21st, at 1 h. 30 m. a.m.,
when about 25 leagues south of the Hyeres islands, the Van-

guard's main and mizen topmasts, in succession, went over the
side. In two hours afterwards the increased violence of the

gale carried away the foremast, in three pieces, and sprung the

bowsprit in as many places. At daylight, by means of the i

nant of her spritsail. the Vanguard was enabled to wear. The
two other 74s and the Emerald wore also ; and the four ships
scudded before the wind. The Terpsichore, Bonne-Citoyenne,
and a prize-ship, continued lying-to, under bare poles, and there-

fore parted company: as, during the night, did the Emerald.
The rear-admiral intended to steer for Oristan bay, island of

Sardinia ; but, in the crippled state of the Vanguard, that was
found impracticable.- The latter, therefore, being taken in tow

by the Alexander, who, with the Orion, had received very little

damage in the gale, the rear-admiral proceeded to the Sardinian

harbour of St. Pietro; where, at noon on the 22nd, the three

ships safely cast anchor. Here we will leave them awhile to

attend to what is going on in Toulon.

During the negotiations at Campo-Formio, in the summer of

1797, I ieneral Buonaparte took away from the Ambrosian library
at Milan, all the books he could find on subjects connected wit h

the East
;
and. on their being brought to Paris, marginal not*

were discovered in every page that treated specially on Egypt :

hence it has been inferred, that Buonaparte was, even at this

time, ruminating upon the plan, in the attempted execution of
which his military lame subsequently received so serious a

check, and his moral character so fatal a stab. At all events, in

the early months of the year 1798, he submitted the plan of a

campaign in Egypt to the directory, and on the 5th of Bffarch,
was appointed its commander-in-chief. "Les ministres de la

guerre, de la marine, et des finances," proceeds the letter of ap-

pointment.
" Bont prevenus de se conformeraux instructions que

vous leur transmettrez sur ce point important dont votrepatrio-
tisme a le secret, et dont le directoire ne pouvait pas mienx
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confier le succes qu'a votre genie et a votre amour pour la vraie

gloire." This flattering letter was signed by
" Lareveillere-Lc-

paux, Merlin, et Barras." 1

In the mean time the most active preparations were making
at Toulon, Marseille, Civita-Vecchia, Genoa, and Bastia; parti-

cularly at the first-named port, where an immense fleet of men-
of-war and transports was getting ready, and whither troops

were marching from all quarters of the republic. Buonaparte
was to have quitted Paris on the night of the 21st of April; but

the last despatches from General Bernadotte, the republican
ambassador at the Court of Vienna, having excited in the French

governmenl some dread of a rupture with Austria, the conqueror
of Italy was detained, to try the effect of his influence with the

Comte de CobentzeL, the emperor's ambassador at Paris. By
this, or suine ether means, the matter was made up; and on the

3rd of May Buonaparte quitted Paris, and on the 8th arrived at

Toulon.

The expedition, now that it was complete, consisted of 13 sail

of the line, eight frigates, two Venetian 64s and six frigates,

armed en flute, two brigs, with cutters, avisos, and gun-boats.
in all 72 vessels of war

; exclusive, when those from the outports

joined, of 400 sail of transports. Of this immense fleet the

crews alone were computed at 10,000 men; besides which
there was a body of troops amounting to about 30,000 men.
The commander-in-chief of this formidable armament was

Buonaparte, having under him, as his generals of division,

Kleber, Desaix, Regnier, Pom, Duqua, Menou, Vaubois, Dumuy,
and Dumas, besides 11 generals of brigade. The fleet was com-
manded by Vice-admiral I'rueys, having under him Bear-admi-

rals, Villeneuve, Blanquet, and Decres, and, for his captain of

fleet, Commodore < lanteaume. The admiral had Ids flag onboard
the 120-gun BhipOrii nt, as the ci-devanl Sans-Culotte was now,
in reference to the objecl ofthe expedition appropriately named,
and in her General Buonaparte embarked, accompanied by the

principal part of bis suite

On the L9th of May, in the morning, the whole of this nu-

merous fleet, except a portionofthe transports, that were to join
on the passage, got under way from Toulon read with a strong
wind from the mirth-west, and. running along the coast of Pro-

vence, stopped off Genoa, to be jo tied by the division of trans-

ports in that porl ;
then stood straight across to Cape Corse,

which was signalled on the 23rd at daybreak. The fleet re-

' Victoires ct ConquGtc3, tome ix., p. 4.
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iuaim d in sight of the eastern coast of Corsica until the 30th, and
then stood leisurely along the island of Sardinia, in the expecta-
tion of 1 ined by the convoy from Civita-Vecchia ; which

convoy, it was known, had left that port on the L'-th.

On the 3rd of June. Buonaparte received intelligence, that

three English ships of the line and two frigates had been seen
off Cagliari. A division of French ships proceeded in that direc-

tion, but saw nothing, and returned. Having waited in vain for

the junction of the expected convoy from Civita-Vecchia, the

fleet proceed id without it, and on the 7th passed within gun-shot
of the port of Mazara in Sicily, having in view on the opposite
side the small island of Pantellaria. On the 8th an English
brig, captured by one of the look-out frigates, gave intelligence
that Admiral Nelson's squadron, sent in pursuit of the French
fleet, was not very far astern. This news, erroneous as it was,

oni asini >< to the commander-in-chief. 1 On the

night the expedition quitted the coast of Sicily, and, steer-

tog
'

»uth-east, gained, at 5 h. 30 m. a.m. on the 9th, a

Bight of the islands of Goza and Malta; off which the admiral
was joined by the I ivita-Veechia division of transports number-
ing 7 1

1 sail.

1'hf fate which soon befel this, as a Mediterranean possession,

important island, will be in some degree elucidated by a short
-mt of the measures France had previously taken to under-

mine its independence. Since the month of January in the
nt year, M. l'oussielgue, secretary to the French legation

at Genoa, had been sent to sound the knights and grand-master
of the order of St. John of Jerusalem, as to their inclination to

permit a French Bquadron to approach the shores of their island
;

or, in other words, by all the insidious and corrupt arts so fami-
liar to the ag( uts of the French government at this epoch, to
end( avour to excite an insurrection among the inhabitants. As
a further step in the contemplated plan, Bear-admiral Brueys,
when in March he was returning to Toulon with his six sail of
the line from the Adriatic, sent one of his ships in the port to
be repaired; where she remained eight days. The French

Bquadron, meanwhile, sounded all round the island, and ascer-
tained precisely every spot where it was possible to eft.

debarkation.

Considering, therefore, the capture of the island of Malta,
with its two dependencies, the small islands of Goza and

Comino, as the work of treachery, we feel no inclination to give
1 Victoires et Conquetes, tome ix., p. 10.
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a recital of the few mock fights that preceded its surrender
;

but shall merely state, that on the 10th a landing was effected

in seven places, and that on the 12th the islands of Malta,

Goza, and Comino surrendered by capitulation. Among the

spoils taken, were two 64-gun ships, one frigate, three galleys,

and some vessels, 30,000 muskets, 12,000 barrels of powder,

provisions for six months, and the plate and other treasure in

the church of St. John, valued at three millions of francs.

Leaving Buonaparte and his army and fleet to rejoice over their

good fortune, we will return to Bear-admiral Nelson and his

three weather-beaten ships in the harbour of St. Pietro.

By the indefatigable exertions of the officers and crews of the

three British ships, or rather, as respects the men, of the Alex-

ander and Orion only, for the Vanguard's was a very indifferent

ship's company, the latter ship, in less than four days, got up a

jury foremast and jury main and mizen topmasts, fished her

bowsprit, and performed other necessary repairs ;
and on the

next morning, the 27th, the squadron again put to sea. The
three ships now steered for the rendezvous off Toulon, which

they reached on the 31st. The rear-admiral, by this time, was

folly acquainted with the sailing of the French armament, re-

ported to consist of 15 sail of the line, 10 or 12 frigates, and

200 transports, with upwards of 40,000 troops on board, com-

manded by General Buonaparte; but nothing was known of its

destination.

On the 5th of June the 16-gun brig-sloop Mutine, Captain
Thomas Masterman Hardy, joined, with the highly gratifying

intelligence that she had, on the 30th, parted from a squadron
of 10 sail of tin- line and a 50-gun ship that was on its way to

join the rear-admiral. The brig also brought Sir Horatio full

inns, when tli.it junction was effected, to do what he so

ardently desired to do^—proceed in quest of the Toulon fleet.

Immediately fch< three 74s and brig, spreading themselves, kept
a sharp look-out: and, in so doing, fell in with 15 sail of richly-

laden Spanish liHTchantmen. Tim Alexander and Orion each

captured one; but the rear-admiral, having his mind bent on

nobler game, would not permit any more of the vessels to be

molested. On the 7th, at noon, the two squadrons that were 60

desirous to join, gained a mast-head sight of each other, and by
sunset were united.

About three weeks after Rear-admiral Nelson had been de-

tached by Earl Bt. Vincent, a reinforcement from England, con-

sisting of eight sail of the line, under Bear-admiral Sir Boger
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Curtis, in the Prince of Wales 98, joined the fleet off Cadi/;
;

and on the same evening (May 24) the in-shore squadron of
nine sail of the line, commanded by that active officer, Captain
Troubridge, having been relieved by an equal number of ships.
sailed, in compliance 'with orders from home, to strengthen the
force under Rear-admiral Nelson. The exchange between the
two squadrons had been so admirably conducted, that the

Spaniards, the next morning, were not aware that it had taken

place; nor, of course, that the British admiral off the port had
either detached, or been joined by, any ships.

Since his departure from Earl St. A'incent's fleet, Captain
Troubridge had been joined by the Audacious 74 andLeander

making the force under Rear-admiral Nelson, now consist-

ing of the
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"any part of the Mediterranean, Adriatic, Morea, Archipelago,
or even into the Black Sea."

It is clear, from the tcnour of these instructions, that the

British government were unite in the dark as to the real, or, at

all events, the primary destination of the Toulon fleet. But
that their surmise that the Heel would pass the Straits was not

wholly without foundation will appear from the following ex-

tract of a letter addressed, under date of the L8th of April,

L798, by Buonaparte to the French directory: "II serait pos-

sible, apres ['expedition que le gouvernement projette dans la

Mecliterranee, de faire passer les quatorze vaisseaux1 a Brest."2

At all events, Bear-admiral Nelson was left entirely to his own
discretion as to the course to be steered in pursuit of the fleet,

which he had been ordered by his instructions to use his utmost

endeavour to " take, sink, burn, or destroy.'' The circumstance

of the French having (putted port with a north-west wind ren-

dered it likely, in his opinion, that their course was up the

Mediterranean. Accordingly the British fleet, as soon as a pro-

voking calm would allow it to make sail, steered towards the

island of Corsica. On the 12th the licet arrived off Cape Corse,

and in the evening lay to oil' the isle of Elba; whence the Mutine
was despatched for intelligence to Civita-Vecehia. It was the

rear-admiral's intention, we are told, in ease he overtook the

French fleet, to make three divisions of his own, thus :
—

Vangua 1.
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information (which, by-the-by, was incorrect) that the

French fleet was at Syracuse, in Sicily. About this time the

Mutine joined, without having gained any intelligence. On the

morning of the 17th the British stood into the Bay of Napl< s
;

and Captain Troubridge was sent, with Captain Hardy in the

Mutine, to obtain what information could be collected from the

British ambassador. All Sir William Hamilton could tell was,

that the French had net entered that pert, but had coasted the

island of Sardinia and proceeded to the southward, probably to

Malta.

With this guide for a course, the British fleet again set sail
;

hut light airs, during the two succeeding days, retarded its pro-

58, making it the morning of the 20th ere the celebrated

Straits of Messina were entered. From the British consul at

the latter port intelligence was received, that the French had

possessed themselves of Malta and Goza. and that their fleet was

lying at anchor off the last-named island. A fresh breeze at

north-west and a rapid current soon carried the British clear of

the Straits, and the island of Malta was now their destination.

At daybreak on the 22nd, however, when the fleet was about

12 leagues south-east of Cape I'assero, in Sicily, the Mutine

learnt from a Genoese, v rather, we believe, a Kagusian brig

which had the day before passed through the fleet unnoticed,

that the French had quitted Malta on the 18th. with the same

wind that was then blowing. Alexandria now seemed the next

probable destination of the enemy ;
and immediately the British

fleet bore up and -leered south-east, under all sail.

From the
-

_"_'nd to the 28th three vessels only were spoken.
one from the Archipelago, and two from Alexandria: but no

I had they heard of, much less seen. Days like

would have been insufferably tedious, had not the seamen,

by the excell* Tit regulations adopted in the fleet, a daily employ-
ment that, while it heightened their spirits, augmented their

powers. T! ise of great guns and small arms, if properly

persevered in. excites among the crew an emulation that makes

them doubly anxious to give practical proofs of their skill : they

look forward to the day of battle as the knights of old did to

the day of tournament
; and, when it comes, their well-grounded

confidence displ If in the shattered sides and deserted

decks of their opponents.
On the 28th the British came in sight of the city of Alexan-

dria ;
and the empty state of the two harbours, except as to a

Turkish ship ofthe line, four frigates, and some merchant-ve -
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confirmed the account they had last received. On arriving off

the Pharos, or castle that guards the entrance of the eastern

harbour, the Murine was sent in for intelligence. After some

delay, Captain Hardy was allowed to land, and was conducted,
under a guard, to the governor. The latter expressed his sxir-

prise, as well as uneasiness, at the appearance of so formidable

a British force
; and, on the object's being explained to him, was

yet more alarmed, declaring liis determination to resist the

attempt of either power to land.

The British were now somewhat at a stand. At length a re-

trograde movement was resolved on, taking a more northerly
course. On the 29th the fleet steered to the north-east, with a

fresh breeze from north-north-west. In consecpience of the con-

tinuance of north-westerly weather, it took the ships, under all

thi sail they could carry on a wind, until the 4th of July ere

they made the coast of Natolia. On the 5th the ships got
scattered

; and, on the night of the 6th, the Orion parted com-

pany. This occasioned the fleet, on the following morning, to

wear and stand to the northward; a delay that was repaid by
the junction, towards evening, of the missing ship. The fleet

continued beating to windward till the 16th, when the weather
turned favourable; and, at 8 a.m. on the 18th, Cape Passero
made its appearance. On the 19th the fleet, being much inwant
of water and provisions, stood towards Syracuse. The entrance
to the harbour is intricate, and no person in the fleet had

hitherto passed through it. Such, however, was the skill and

attention of the officers, and the adroitness and discipline of the

men, that at 3h. 30m. p.m. every ship had anchored in safety.
Here we will have the indefatigable British admiral and the

congenial spirits around him, while we see what is become of

the object of his and their solicitude.

\fter a stay of four days. Kuonaparte, on the morning of the

19th of June, quitted Malta, having left General Yaubois as the

governor, and !"<>o Iroops as the garrison, of the island.

favoured by a fresh breeze ai north-west, the expedition steered

a direct course to the east, the advanced frigates detaining and

destroying every \
i

I they fell in with, as the most effectual

if not the mosi legal means of preventing the circulation of in-

telligence respecting Hie probable destination of the fleet. On
the 30th the French came in yie-w of Cape Durazzo in the island

ofCandia, and. cro sing the gulf of that name, descried at day-

break, on the 1st of July, the Arab tower upon the African coast

and, in a few hours afterwards, the minarets of Alexandria.
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\ small vessel was immediately sent into the port to gain in-

telligence, and, in particular, to bring off the French consul.

Citizen Magallon. On reaching the flag-ship, the latter

acquainted the commander-in-chief with Nelson's appearance off

the coast three days before, the hostile disposition of the inha-

bitants, and the necessity he would be under, if he persisted in

making himself master of the city, of employing force. That was
ral Buonaparte's intention ; and the dread that Nelson

might arrive before the disembarkation could be effected caused
the utmost expedition to be used in getting the troops on shore.
In her haste to get near to the creek of Mirabou, opposite to the
castle of which name, situated at the distance of about two
leagues from the city, the fleet east anchor, the Orient ran foul

of the Dubois and one of the frigates, and carried away her

bowsprit: both the latter ships also sustained some damage.
The wind now got up, and the sea along with it, and the coast
Mas lined with reefs; but the English were hourly expected, and
Buonaparte knew full well how his plans would be foiled if the
fleets met before his army was landed. On the 1st of July a

portion of the troops disembarked, and Buonaparte had just

stepped into the boat that was to land him, when the look-out

-hips signalled an enemy's sail to the westward. The uneasiness
which the Bight of this vessel caused in the breast of the com-
mander-in-chief elicited from him the following exclamation:
" Fortune ! wilt thou abandon me ? What ! only Ave days !"

1

A minute or two more and Buonaparte's placidity was restored,
for the vessel approaching announced herself as the French fri-

. from the island of Malta.
I in the 2nd, after an action in which the French had about 40

officers and men killed, and perhaps thrice the number, in-

cluding General Kleber, wounded, Buonaparte gained possession
of Alexandria. In the course of that and the succeeding day
all the troops were disembarked. General Kleber, being disabled
from immediate service by his wound, was appointed governor
of the city, and Commodore Dumanoir-lc-Pelley captain of the

port. The port consists of two harbours, the old and the new
;

one to the south-west, the other to the north-east, with thecity
on a strip of land between them. Another strip of land, called

the isle <>\' Pharos, a1 nearly right angles from that on which the

city stands, forms the north-west, as the main land of Egypt
does the south-east, side of both harbours.

1
"Fortune, m'abandonneruis-tu ? Quoi! seulement cinq jours !"— Vi loires et Con-

quites, tome is., p. 26.
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The channel leading to the old harbour, the only one at this

time supposed capable of receiving the ships, being found shoal,

narrow, and intricate, Buonaparte, on the 3rd of July, ordered

Vice-admiral Brueys to anchor the men-of-war in the road or

bay of Aboukir, about 20 miles to the east-north-east of Alex-

andria. But, if the admiral found his position not a defensive

one against an enemy's fleet, he was to direct his course for

Corfu
; leaving behind him the Causae and Dubois, with the guns

for arming them complete, the frigates Diane, Juuon, Alceste,
and Artemise, the whole of the light flotilla, of winch commo-
dore Perree had been appointed the commander, and all the fri-

gates armed en flute, with their guns and stores. Admiral

Brueys, accordingly, with his ships of the line and full-armed

frigates, proceeded to the bay of Aboukir, and there cast anchor.

In the mean time an active and intelligent French officer, Cap-
tain Jean-Baptiste Barre, was ordered to survey the old harbour
of Alexandria, and report upon its capacity and facility of

entrance. On the 15th Captain Barre made a report, in which
he showed that, out of the three channels, there was one which,
when a rock or two were blown up, would have 25 feet (French)
water; hit Admiral Brueys, considering the risk too great to

attempt entering the port with his line-of-battle ships, the

smallest of which drew 22 feet, preferred remaining at Aboukir—
where we will leave him awhile in the enjoyment of his

apparent Becnrity, and revert to the proceedings of one who
soon put that security to the test.

Notwithstanding the inconvenient situations of the watering-

places in the port of Syracuse, the indefatigable exertions of the

Officers and nun of the British licet procured, by the fifth day.

an ample supply ; to which was added, owing Bolely to the

influence of Lady Hamilton, the British ambassador's wife, with

the court of " neutral "
Naples, a sufficient quantity of fresh

beef ami vegetables. Thus victualled and refreshed, the ships
of the fleet, on the 24th and 25th, again put to sea. All the

accounts received while at Syracuse agreed in representing that

the French fleel had not been seen, either in the Archipelago or

the Adriatic, and yel that it had not gone down the Mediter-

ranean; hence uo other conclusion remained, than that it still

lay to the eastward, and that Egypt after all was, or had been,

its destination. To be certain it was so, the rear-admiral bent

his course for the Morea; and on the 28th, being off Capo

Gallo, despatched the Culloden to Coron. The Turkish go-
vernor behaved very graciously to Captain Troubridge, per-
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mitting him to take out as a prize a French wine-vessel at

anchor in the port ;
and he dismissed him with a yet more valu-

able present, in the communication, that the French fleet had

been seen about lour weeks since on the coast of Candia, steer-

ing south-east. South-east, then, was steered by the British ;

and a fresh breeze astern, with a heavy following sea, drove them

rapidly towards the goal of their hopes.
On the 1st of August, at 10 a.m., the towers or minarets of

Alexandria, the Pharos, and Pompey's pillar, made their wel-

come appearance ;
and soon the two ports, which when last

seen had been unpeopled and solitary, displayed to the view a

wood of masts: as an unerring sign, too, of who were now
the occupants of the city, the French flagwaved upon its walls.

The two British look-out ships, the Alexander and Swiftsure, as

they drew nearer, caus< d a general disappointment to their

friends in the oiling, by the signal their duty obliged them to

make, that the enemy's fleet did not form part of the vessels

at anchor; that there appeared to be but eight ships of war, of

various sizes (the Caussc, Dubois, and six ex-Venetian frigates),

and that the remainder were transports and merchantmen. The

disappointment to the fleet was, however, of short duration; as

the Zealous, a little before 1 p.m., just as the Pharos tower

bore from her Bouth-south-west, distant four or five leagues,

signalled, that 17 ships of war, 13 or 14 of them formed in line

of battle', lay at anchor in a bay upon her larboard bow. In-

stantly the British fleet hauled up, steering to the eastward

under topgallantsails, with a fine breeze from north by west to

north-north-west.

Let us pause here while we endeavour to explain how it

happened that, in a sea so comparatively small as the Mediter-

ranean, two hostile fleets, one of which was so strenuously seek-

ing tin' other, that other, too, from its immense numbers, spread
over so wide a surface, did not come in mutual contact. On the

24th of May, when the reinforcement for Pear-admiral Nelson

quitted Earl St. Vincent off Cadiz, the French fleet was running
down tin- eastern coast of Corsica; and on the 8th of June,
when Bear-admiral Nelson made sail from off Toulon, with a

fleet which had only been formed the night before, Vice-admiral

Brueys wa> standing across from Sicily to Malta. It has

already been stated, that the French fleet (part of it the day

before) quitted the last-named island on the morning of th«

lDth. Singularly enough, on the night of the 22nd, the two
fleets crossed each other's track unperceived. That this should

vol. n. N
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have happened, in a case in which one of the fleets numbered, as

that of the French then did, nearly 400 sail, must appear strange ;

but the surprise will diminish, when it is known that the spot of

intersection was about midway between Cape Mesurata and the

mouth of the Adriatic, the widest part of the Mediterranean;

that the British fleet sailed in close order, and had no frigates to

spread as luck-nuts
;
and that a constant haze pervaded the

atmosphere. Subsequently to the 22nd the French steered east,

to make the Goza di Candia; while the British stood south-

east, or straight along the African coast. Hence the latter

reached its port of destination just two days before the former
;

and the British fleet, as it quitted the shore on its departure, was

actually seen from the Pharos tower on the morning of the same

day, the 30th, towards the evening of which the PYench fleet.

made its appearance off the coast of Egypt.
We have already mentioned that the French fleet anchored in

the bay of Aboukir. That fleet consisted of the

Gun-ship.

1 20 Orient

I Vice-admiral Brueys.

80

Franklin .

' iuillaome Tell

,
Tonnant .

'Aquilon .

GeiH
( lonque'rant
Heoreux

74 { Guerrier

tfensure

Peuple-Sou verain

Hate

,TimoleoQ

Gun-frigate.

40 I
Diane • • •

(
Justice ....

., .

j
\itfinise

I Se'rieuse

Brigs, Alerte and Railleur

an«l its-

i

Rear-admiral 1 Honore Gauteaume.

Commodore Casa-Bianca.

( Rear-admiral Armand-Sim.-Mar. Blanquet.*
I Captain Maurice Gillet.

| Rear-admiral P.-C.-J.-Bap.-Silv. Villeneuve.

( Captain Saulnier.

Commodore Arist.-Aub. du Petit-Thouars.

, , Henri-Alexandre Thevcnard.

Captain I.e Joille.

, , Etienne Dalbarade.

, , Jean-Pierre Ktienne.

, ,
Jean-K.-Timothee Trullet, sen.

, , Cambon, acting.'

, ,
Pierre-Paul Raccord.

Maurice-Julien Erneriau.

, ,
Jean-1'r.-Timothee Trullet, jun.

j Rear-admiral Denis Decres.

\ Captain Eleonore-Jean-Nic. Soleil.

, , Villeneure.

, ,
Pierre-Jean Standelet.

, , Claude-Jean Martin.

: Bomb-vessels, Mercule, Salamine, and another.

' As captain of the fleet, but M.fl
.t<. was nol ' 'rniral

until the 7th of November following.
* According to the official list, but

called Blanquet-Duchayla in most of t!i<"

French accounts.
3 For Commodore IVrre'c, appointed to

command the gun-boats on the Nile.
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Previously to our entering into the details of the famous battle

that ensued, ir will be useful to give a slight description of the

spot in which it was fought. The bay of Aboukir commences,
as already mentioned, about 20 miles to the east-north-east of

Alexandria, and extends from the castle of Aboukir, in a semi-

circular direction, to the westernmost or Eosetta mouth of the

distant from the castle about six miles. Aboukir bay has
no depth for line-of-battle ships nearer than three miles from the

shore, a sand-bank, on -which there is not anywhere more than
four fathoms, running out to that distance. Owing also to the

width of its opening, the bay affords very little shelter, except
on its west-north-west side (that from which the wind on this

coast commonly blows) by a small island, situated about two
miles from the point whereon the castle stands, and connected

with it by a chain of sand-backs and rocks, between which,
however, there is a passage for small-eratt. Aboukir island is

surrounded by a continuation of the shoal that runs along the

m of the bay; and which extends from the island about
1650 yards, or nearly a mile, in a north-east direction.

It appears that, on first taking up this anchorage, Yice-

admiral Lrueys held a council of flag-officers and captains to

determine whether, in case of attack, the fleet should engage
at anchor or under sail. All the officers, except Bear-admiral

Blanijuet, approved of the fleet's remaining at anchor; he main
tained. that it was only when a fleet could be supported by strong
fort.- cr'>s>iiig each other in their fire, that any advantage was

gained by anchoring. However, finding the majority against

him, M. Blanqnet requested that the Franklin might be placed
as one of the seconds to the commander-in-chief. His request
was granted, and the ships were formed in line a-head in the

following order:—Guerrier, ( 'onquerant, Spartiate, Aquilon,

Peuple-Souverain, Franklin, Orient, Tonnant, Heureux, Mer-

cure, Guillaume-Tell, Genereux. Timok'on ; with, in an inner

line, about 350 yards from the first, and about midway between
that and the shoal, the Serieuse frigate, nearly abreast of the

oing between the Conquerant and Spartiate, the Artemise
abreast of the Heureux, and the Diane, of the Guillaume-TelL
The van-ship bore from Aboukir island south-east, distant

about '2-i-0 yards, or a mile and seven-eighths ;
which is rather

more than double the extent of the shoal in the same direction.

Between the Guerrier and her second astern, and between all

the other line-of-battle ships successively, the distance was

about 1G0 yards : so that, reckoning each of the 13 ships to
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occupy, upon an average, a space of 70 yards, the length of the

line was rather under a mile and five-eighths. But this line was

not a straight one. From the centre ship, the Orient, the van-

ship bore north-west, the rear-ship south-east by south, and

the Guerrier and Timoleon, from each other, about north-west

half-north ami south-east half-south. Hence the line was a

curve or rather a very obtuse angle, having its projecting centre

towards the sea. The edge of the shoal at the back of the

line, on the contrary, was concave ;
so much so, that the

( trient was nearly twice the distance from it that either the van

or the rear ship was, particularly the latter. To protect his

flanks, th<' French admiral, besides giving suitable stations to

his bomb-vessels and gun-boats, erected a battery on Aboukir

island, and mounted with two brass and two iron L2-pounders,
a few pieces of a lighter caliber, and two 13-inch brass mortars. 1

Having thus moored his fleet in, what he considered, a strong

position, the French admiral awaited the issue of General Buo-

naparte's plans on shore. In the meanwhile vessels frequently
arrived at Uexandria, with information that the British were

on their return to the Fgyptian coast ; and on the 21st of July
the two British frigates Seahorse and Terpsichore brought to

for a lew minutes, off the bay. as if they had been sent to recon-

noitre. Besides hoisting French colours, Captain Foot made
some of the private signals, obtained out of the French frigate

Sensible, which the Seahorse had recently captured ;
and Cap-

tain Gage hoisted French colours over Fnglish, to make it ap-
e it that his frigate had been captured by the one in company.

probable that this had tin; effect of masking the national

character of the two British frigates, otherwise, doubtless, two
or three of the fine French frigates (including the Junon) then

at anchor would have slipped and riven chase.

The short interval that had elapsed between the departure of

one flee! and the arrival of the other had < ncoiiraged the belief,

that the British were aware of the proximity of the French fleet,

but for the want of sufficient strength, or for some other reason,

declined attacking it. So that, when the Heureux, at 2 p.m.

on the 1st of August, made the signal tor a fleet of 12 sail of

the line (Alexander and Swiftsure nol then s^en), in the north-

north-west, the French ships were still lying at single anchor,

without springs on th< ir cables, and with a great proportion of

their crews on shore g< tting water. In an instant the men were

' The French accounts say, only two in the text were subsequent'y brought ofi

12-s and two mortars
;
but the guns stated by the British.
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recalled on board
;
and the frigates, by the direction of the

commander-in-chief, sent some of their men to augment the
crews of the ships of the line. At 3 p.m. the French admiral
made the signal to prepare for battle, and detached the Alerte
and Baillenr brigs to endeavour to decoy the advanced British

ships upon the shoal off Aboukir island.

As yet but ]_' two-deckers and a brig had made their appear-
ance, and one of the former, from her comparative smallness,

might be a hospital or store ship. At 4 p.m., however, two

large ships, coming up under a press of sail, hove in sight over
Aboukir point mar the castle ; thus convincing the French, if

they had doubted it before, that the British were at least equal
to them in force. The course of the British fleet and the rapi-

dity of its approach indicating an immediate attack, Admiral

Brueys ordered his ships to cross topgallant yards, as if intend-

ing to get under way: but shortly afterwards, observing some
of the advanced British ships bring to, he appears to have

adopted an idea, that the British would defer the attack until

the next morning, when the shoals might be more easily avoided :

he thereupon signalled, that he should remain at anchor. This

change of plan was afterwards attributed, by some of the French
writers, to a belief on the part of Vice-admiral Brueys, that his

ships were not sufficiently manned to fight with advantage when
under sail. But the admirals expressed opinion of the imprac-
ticability of the attack on that night was notorious

;
and it was

equally well understood, that he only waited for darkness to

weigh and put to sea. with the intention, incompliance with the
orders he had received from Buonaparte, of endeavouring to

effect his escape.
If Admiral Bueys, as we have no doubt was the case, did

come to the conclusion that the British would wait till morning
before' they attacked him, he was soon undeceived, and then
oid' red each ship to lay out an anchor in the south-south-east,
and to send a stream-cable to the ship next astern of her, making
a hawa r fast to it. in such a manner as to spring her broadside
towards the enemy.

1 This measure was rendered the more ne-

ry by the state of the wind, which blew from north-north-

west, instead of north-west, the direction of the line formed by
the six van-ships. Let us now see what preparatory arrange-
ments had been made, and were making, by the fleet under
Rear-admiral Xelson.

At about 2 h. 15 m. p.m. the Alexander and Swiftsure, having
1 Victoirrs et ConquStes, tome ix., p. <*->.
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been recalled by signal, stood under all sail, towards the body of

their fleet, then distant about four leagues, urging its course to

the eastward. It was while they were standing out from the

land to effect their junction, that the former, as already men-

tioned, were descried by the French over Aboukir point. At
3 p.m. the signal was made to prepare for battle

;
and at 4 p.m.,

when the body of the French fleet bore south-east by south

distant nine or ten miles, the British ships were ordered to pre-

pare to anchor by the stern. Each ship, accordingly, made fast

a stream-cable to her mizenmast, and, passing it out of one of

her gun-room ports, carried it along her side just below the first-

deck ports, to several of which it was slung by a slight rope-

yarn lashing, ami then bent it to an anchor at her bow : so that,

when tin- anchor was let go, the ship ran over her main-cable, or

chat out of i he hawse-hole, and brought up by tne cable from her

Btern. This was ro avoid the risk of being raked while swing-

ing head to wind, as well as to enable the ship, by slackening
one cable and hauling upon the other, to spring her broadside

in any direction she pleased

Shortly after the signal to prepare to anchor, another was

made, to signify that the admiral meant to attack the enemy's
van and centre. As far as can be gathered from the vague
accounts on the subject, Sir Horatio intended, with his thirteen

7 Is and one 50, to pass the French line on its outer side, down to

the seventh ship, the Orient: so that every French ship of the

seven might have a British ship on her bow and quarter. With

respect to the 50-gun ship, admitting that ( 'aptain Thompson
could succeed in persuading the admiral to overlook her compa-
ratively weak powers in such a conflict, it is probable that the

Leander would have been ordered to assist two of the 74s in

overpowering the three-decker.

\- the British ships approached the hay, the two French brigs

already named stood out to reconnoitre ;
and one of them, the

Alerte, on arriving nearly wit Inn gun-shot of the leading ships,
bore away directly across the rocky shoal off Aboukir island, in

the hope thai one or more of the 71s would have chased her

and got on shore. But the ruse did not take, and the British

van continued to ste< r a safe course. At 5 h. 30m., the fleet

being nearly abreast of the extremity of the shoal, the signal
was made to form in line of battle ahead and astern of the

admiral, as most convenient from the then accidental position of

the ships; and Rear-admiral Nelson about this time hailed the

Zealous, to know if Captain Hood thought the ships were far
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( nongh to the eastward to bear up. Captain Hood replied, that

the Zealous was then in 11 fathoms, and that he had no chart

of the bay ;
but that he would bear up, and. by sounding car* -

folly, cany the admiral as close to the shoal as could be done
with safety.

1 This was agreed to ; and the Zealous, then with

the wind on the larboard quarter, bore away, and, rounding the

shoal, brought the wind (Hi her starboard beam. At this time

the Goliath was a little advanced on her larboard bow. Shortly
afterwards the Vanguard, who was next astern of the Zealous,
hove to to speak a boat. This occasioned some of the other

ships to shorten sail; and it was now that the Theseus \\ a>

hailed by Captain Berry, and directed to be the admiral's second

ahead. The Theseus accordingly ran past the Vanguard, and

brought to in her station.

At about 6 p.m. the admiral made the signal for the fleet to

fill and stand on. The ships did so. and were then ranged in

the following order: Goliath, Zealous. Orion, Audacious, The-
. Vanguard, Minotaur, Defence, Fellerophon, Majestic,

beamier; with, away at some distance to the northward, the

Culloden, and. at a still greater distance to the westward, the

Ah-xand. r and Swiftsure, using ev< ry exertion to get up. The
wind still continued to blow from the north-north-west: hence

the 11 ships standing in line had it on the starboard beam, the

Culloden nearly astern, and the Alexander and Swiftsure, until

it changed and headed them, nearly on the larboard beam. The

rapidity and precision with which the above 11 ships formed the

line, elicited the admiration of the French
;
the more so on ac-

count of the
•'

prle-mele" state in which the ships had previously
bore down. Boon after the British ships had thus formed, thej
hoisted their colours, and subsequently union jacks in several

parts of the rigg
At about oli. 20 m. p.m. the French ships hoisted their

irs : and the Conquerant, followed by the Guerrier, opened
her tir> upon the Goliath and Zealous, then inline close to each

r, and at some distance ahead of their companions. The
mortars on the island also began throwing shells, but without

effect. At about 5 h. 30 m. p.m. the Goliath, who, in order to

keep ahead of the Zealous, had been obliged, after taking in her

topgallantsails. to set them again, crossed the head of the

• Wd!iams"s Voyage, a book often asked bim if be thought there was Fiiffi-

quoted by Mr. James, the author of dent depth of water for our ships between
which was present at the buttle of the the enemy and the shore?"— "I don't

Nile. c' v, s the following version of this know, sir," replied Hood, "but, with yoni
anecdote:—'• Nelson hailed Hood, and permission, I v.ill stand in and try."
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French line, and, pouring a raking broadside into the Guerrier,
oore up for that ship's inner bow, where Captain Foley intended

to take his station : but, the anchor not dropping in time, the

Goliath ran past the Guerrier, and did not bring up until

abreast of the inner or larboard quarter of the second ship, the

Conquerant. The Goliath then commenced a warm action with

the latter, and occasionally fired a few distant shot from her

foremast starboard guns at the Serieuse frigate and liercule

mortar-brig, lying within her.

The Zealous, following the Goliath in her manoeuvre, and

dropping her anchor in five fathoms, brought up abreast of

the inner or larboard bow of the Guerrier ; which was precisely
the position Captain Foley had intended to take. A prompt
and well-directed broadside, at musket-shot distance, from the

larboard guns of the Zealous, brought down by the board, in less

than five minutes, the Guerrier's foremast. The sun was at this

moment sinking into the horizon, and not a British ship, except
the Goliath and Zealous, had yet fired a shot. So auspicious
a commencement of the attack was greeted with three cheers

by the whole British fleet.

This is the period we have selected, for showing the positions
of the van-ships of the two fleets, as well as the courses by
which those of the British fleet steered into their places. (See

w si page.)
The Orion followed next: and, after firing in passing at the

Guerrier, rounded the stern or starboard quarter of the Zealous,

and ran along the same side of the latter and of the Goliath

successively. The Audacious and Theseus, in the meanwhile,

by taking rather a shorter course than the Orion, arrived at

their stations before her. The first steering for the opening
between the Guerrier and Conquerant, dropped her small bower
and brought up within about 7 1

1 yards of the latter ship's bows ;

into which the Audacious poured a well-directed discharge from

her larboard guns. The Audacious, soon afterwards, swang
round, head to wind, and eanie to again within about 50 yards
of the Conquerant's larboard side, and rather upon the French

ship's inner bow.

ering close a-head of the Guerrier, and within the Zealous

and Goliath successively, into whose respective opponents she

fired in passing, 'he Theseus anchored by the stern in a line

ahead of the Goliath, and abreast of, and at the distance of about

300 yards from, the Spartiate. Almost immediately after the

Theseus had thus placed herself, the Orion, retarded by the
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circuit she had made, passed the latter ship's starboard, or, in

reference to the French line, outer side, with the intention, we

suppose, of bringing up abreast of the Aquilon, the fourth ship

from the French van: but, the Seriense frigate, at anchor consi-

derably Beyond the track of the Orion, opening her fire, the 7
'

-

starboard puns were brought to bear upon this unworthy anta-

gonist, and discharged with so good an effect, as besides

masting her so to shatter her hull, that, after cutting her cables

and drifting further upon the shoal, the frigate sank. Fortu-

nately for Captain Martin and his men, a part of the npper
works of the Serieuse remained above water. Having done this,

the <»rion dropped her anchor, and. veering away, brought up
head to wind nearly in a line with the Thesens, and abreast, or

a little abaft the beam, of the Peuple-Souverain ;
but unavoid-

ably, on account of her deviation to follow up the Seriense, at

so great a distance, that her aftermost guns occasionally played

upon the larboard bow of the Franklin.
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The rear-admiral had judiciously resolved, as already in part

stated, to complete the capt lire or destruction of the French van-

ships, ere he made any serious attempt upon the ships in the

rear
; being well aware that these, from their leeward position.

would be unable to afford any immediate support to the former.

As the first step in the execution of this plan, the Vanguard

edged away towards the outer side of the French line, exposed,
in passing, to a raking fire from the van; and at 6h. 40 m., a

few minutes after the Theseus had taken up her position,

anchored within about 80 yards of the Spartiate's starboard

beam. The Minotaur, anchoring five minutes afterwards next

ahead of the Vanguard, found herself opposed to the Aquilon ;

and the Defence, still preserving the outer line, brought up, at

about 7 p.m., abreast of the Peuple-Souverain. The Bellerophon
and Majestic, following next in succession, passed on, with the

nitration of attacking the enemy's centre and rear.

In order to lessen the confusion of a night attack, and prevent
the British vessels from firing into each other, every ship had

been directed to hoist at her mizen-peak four lights horizontally ;

and the fleet also went into action with the white or St. George's

ensign, the red cross in the centre of which rendered it easily

distinguishable, in the darkest night, from the tri-coloored flag

of the enemy. At about 7 p.m., or soon afterwards, the lights

made their appearance throughout the fleet
;
and it Mas nearly

at the same time that the Bellerophon dropped h< r stern-anchor

so as to bring up abreast, instead of on the bow, of the French

three-decker. In a very few minutes afterwards the Majestic

brought up abreast of the Tonnant, and soon lost her captain by
that ship's heavy fire. Saving thus placed at anchor and in hot

action 10 British and Beven French ships, we will now recom-

mence with the head of the French line, and (htail, as far as

we are able, the op< rations that led to the \ ictory which hath

since given so much celebrity to the shores of an unknown bay.

The Cn. rrier receiving a raking broadside in passing from the

Orion and Theseus, and a succession of raking broadsides from

the Zealous, who had stationed herself so judiciously, lost,

within 10 minutes after the fail of her foremast, her two remain-

ing masts; and this without being able to bring guns enough
to bear to fall even a topgallantmast of the ship that was so

annoying her. The safe position of the Zealous was partly
the cause of this ;

and another cause existed in the unprepared
state of the French ships on the supposed unassailable side,

even admitting that, by the use of her springs, the Guerrier



rTLE OF THE NILE. Ifl7

could have brought her larboard guns to bear. After pouring
ral more unrequited broadsides into his dismasted anta-

gonist, Captain Hood hailed again and again to know if the

Gnerrier would surrender. No answer being returned, the work
of Blaughter went on. the canister and musketry from the

Zealous driving the Frenchmen from the upper part of their ship ;

but the Gnerrier continued to fire her stern-chasers occasionally
at the Goliath and Audacious, who were assailing- her in that

direction. At a few minutes past 9 r.M., tired of killing men in

this way, ''aptain Hood sent his first-lieutenant on board the

French ship, to a-k leave to hoist a light and haul it down, as

a signal of submission. This was done, and the Gnerrier became
the prize of the Zealous.

The Guerrier's bowsprit and the whole of her head were shot

away, and the two anchors on her bows each cut in two. Both

ularly the larboard one, were much shattered
;
and.

from the latter to the gangway, her main-deck ports were nearly
in one, and her gunwale in that part totally cut away. This

had caused two of her main-deck beams to fall upon her guns ;

and most of the masts, having fallen in-board, lay with the

ag, over the dead and wounded of the crew. Yet the

Cuerrier's cable remained uncut, and still held her fast. Her
in killed and wounded together, was estimated at more

than half her complement, or from 350 to 400 men ; whereas

the loss on board the Zealous amounted to no more than sev< n

men wounded, and the ship was quite as perfect in her masts,
and nearly so in her rigging, as when, three hours before, she

had commenced the engagement.
The Conqueraiit. besides receiving a portion of the fire from

the ships that ran by her, and a very warm fire from the quarter-
guns of the Theseus, found two steady opponents in the Goliath

and Audacious, the latter, for a while, in a raking position. At

the end of 10 or 12 minutes, after having, by the united fire of

two ships, upmi whom, from the positions they had taken, she

was unable to bestow a suitable return, had her fore and mizen
~ Bhot away, and her mainmast left in the act of falling, the

Conquerant hauled down her flag. This ship appears to have

been the first that struck
; but still, being entirely disabled, she

could have resisted no longer. Her loss in killed and wounded
we are unable to enumerate : but it is stated to have been nearly
as severe as that of the Guerrier, including among the wounded
her commander, M. Dalbarade. Of the Conquerant's two

principal opponents, the Goliath had suffered the most
; having
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had nearly the whole of her main and mizen rigging shot away,
and all her masts hadly wouniled. The loss on board the

I roliath was also severe, amounting to -1 killed and 41 wonnded.
The fore and main masts and maintopmast of the Audacious
were considerably injured ;

but her loss, owing to her secure

position on the larboard bow of her principal opponent, was only
one killed and 35 (an unusually large proportion) wounded.
The Spartiate, after sustaining the direct fire of the Theseus,

until the Vanguard's position obliged that ship to drop a little

further down the line, found herself assailed, on the starboard

side, by the whole broadside force of the Vanguard, and by an

occasional fire on the quarter, from the aftermost guns of tho

Minotaur. Subsequently, too, on the Conquerant's surrender,

the Spartiate became exposed, on her larboard bow, to a fire

from the quarter-guns of the Audacious. Thus surrounded by
for*, the Spartiatc's masts did not long remain standing, and her

colours came down nearly at the same time as the Guerrier's

light. At the onset of the attack upon her, the Spartiate had
found an able second astern in the Aquilon ; who, from the

slanting position she had obtained by springing her broadside,

(having no opponent to occupy her attention on the larboard

side), had succeeded in raking the Vanguard with destructive

effect, until the Minotaur crippled the Aquilon's means of

annoyance With two such opponents as the Spartiate and

Aquilon upon her, the Vanguard's damages might well be

serious
;
and, although none of her masts fell over t he side, they

were all badly wounded. The loss on board the Vanguard was

proportionably severe, amounting to 30 killed and 76 wounded,
and that of the Spartiate, the Vanguard's principal opponent,

although we are unable to state the amount, was still more severe,

including among the badly wounded < 'aptain Emeriuil.

The Aquilon, assailed from without the line by the powerful
broadsides of the Minotaur (the only ship in the two Herts that,

for an upper battery, had a tier of ."/-'-pounder carronades), and

from within by the occasional fire of the Theseus, was soon re-

dnced to the dismasted state of her three companions a-head
;

and was compelled, at about 9 h. 25 m. p.m., to follow their ex-

ample, with a loss nearly, if nol quite as severe, including among
the killed her commander, M. Thevi uard. The Minotaur, the

Aquilon's principal opponent, had 23 killed and 64 wounded
;

and the Theseus, with whom she was only partially engaged,
bad five killed and 30 wounded
The Teuple-Souverain, by the close and animated fire of the
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uce, also by a succession of raking; broadsides from the
<

Irion, as the latter lay on the Peuple-Souverain's inner quarter,

having lost herfore and main masts, and become in other respects

greatly disabled, parted her cable and dropped out of the line,

re-anchoring abreast of, and at about 400 yards distant from, the
< Went, with, including her captain anion-- the wounded, asevere

loss, but which, as in most of the other cases, "we are unable to

enumerate.

The loss sustained by the Teuple-Souverain's outside opponent,
the Defence, was only four killed and 11 wounded

; while that of

the Orion, the former's opponent within the line, amounted to L3

killed and 29 wounded. The Orion had her fore and mizen
masts shot through in several places, and her yards and rigging
greatly disabled. The ship had also a narrow escape from a

more imminent danger. In the heat of the action a fire-raft, re-

nt' d as the Guerrier's launch fdled with combustibles, came

drifting down with the tide, which runs here at a great rate.

The Orion's stern-boat having been shot away, and no means

existing to get another boat out for the purpose of towing the

raft clear of the ship, preparations were made to boom off the

unwelcome visitor and sink it by pigs of ballast : but, fortunately,
tie raft clear of the starboard bow by about 25 yards.
Just as the Peuple-Souverain had driven from the line and ceased

firing, the foretopmast of the Defence fell over her side
; and

her three lower masts, as well as bowsprit, were much injured.
The Bellerophon soon found her station a hotter one than she

could bear. At about 7h. 50 m. her mizenmast was shot away ;

and in a few minutes afterwards, the mainmast fell on the star-

board side of the forecastle. Some combustible materials dis-

charged from the Orient had also set the ship on fire in several

places, but the crew succeeded in extinguishing the flames. At
about 8h. 20m. p.m., being entirely disabled, the Bellerophon
cut her stern cable, and sitting her spritsail, wore clear of the

powerful three-decker to whose fire she had so long been ex-

posed. Scarcely had the Bellerophon filled her foretopsail and

dropped her fore sail, than her shattered foremast, unable to bear

the weight, fell over her larboard bow. In drifting along the

rear of the French line, the Bellerophon received a broadside

from the Tonnant, and a few distant shots from the Heureux.
The Bellerophon's loss, therefore, might well amount to 49 killed

and 148 wounded.

The Majestic had brought up under the guns of an opponent
that, although nominally a two-decker, was more than a match
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for a British 93. In less than half an hour after she had com-

menced action with the Tonnant, the Majestic lost her captain

by a musket-ball, a proof that this pair of combatants were not

far asunder. The command of the Majestic, on the death of her

captain, devolved upon her first-lieutenant, Robert Cuthbert;
who continued to fight the ship in the most gallant manner. At

about 8 li. 30 m., finding she was drifting athwart the hawse of

the Heureux, the Majestic slipped her stern cable, and, letting

go her best bowor, brought up head to wind ; having the

Heureux on her starboard quarter, and shortly afterwards,
when in consequence of the accident that befel the Orient the

Tonnant cut or slipped her cable, having also the latter ship on

her larboard bow. litre we will leave the Majestic, while we
attend to the three fresh ships, which, a few minutes previous,
had reached the scene of action.

Just as the Alexander and Swiftsure had got nearly abreast

of Abmikir island, and expected soon to be round the reef that

lies off its north-eastern extremity, the wind shifted from north-

north-west to north. The Alexander, being on the lee bow of

her consort, was obliged to tack. This gave the Swiftsure the

lead, ami no time was lost in taking advantage of it. Fortu-

nately tor these two ships, but unfortunately for the Culloden,
the latter, just a quarter of an hour after the action had com-

menced, had sunk last on the reef oil" the island. The signals
of the Culloden were now a warning to her two friends; and

these, as they successively came up, rounded the shoal in

safety
At a few minutes past 8 p.m., having found, amidst the pre-

vailing darkness, a sure beacon in the flashes of the guns of the

combatants, the Swiftsure came np with a dismasted ship, with-

out light or colours, quitting the scene of slaughter. On the

supposition thai she was an enemy, the Swiftsure was just about

to pour in a broadside, when Captain Sallowell hailed, and was

repaid for his considerateness by the immediate reply, "Rel-

lerophon, going out of action disabled." Instantly the stern-

auchor was lei go, and the Swiftsure, without at the time, from

the smoke and darl cactly knowing where, brought up
about, half a Bhip'8 length astern of the spot which the Belle-

rophon hud just quitted. As soon as she had clewed up (but

not we should suppose, for the sake of her men's lives,

"furled" 1

) her sails, the Swiftsure opened a heavy fire, with

her foremost guns, at the distance of about 200 yards, upon the

J Brentou, vu!. ii., ]>. 311.
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starboard bow of the Orion, and her aftermost ones, at a some-

what greater distance, upon the same quarter of the Franklin
;

upon whose larboard bow the Leander, keeping under way in

the vacant space left by the Peuple-Souverain when she quitti •!

the line (and to which the Leander had but recently arrived, on

account of her detention by the Culloden), was pouring in a fire

with Bcarcely the possibility of a return. As a proof that the

Leander, in the position she had thus taken, was most effectually

co-operating with her more powerful friends in bringing the

business of the day to a conclusion, we quote from a Frem h

account of the battle the following passage :

" De cette maniere,

tous les boulets du Leander qui n'atteignaient pas le Franklin

allaient a bord de l'Orient, du Tonnant, ou d*un des vaisseaux

plus en arriere." 1

Shortly afterwards the Alexander, coming

rapidly up, passed through the wide opening which the driving

of the Tonnant had left, and dropped her bow-anchor so as to

open her starboard broadside directly on the French three-

decker's larboard quarter.
Fntil the Leander took up a position to mask the fire of the

Orion, the latter had been cannonading the Franklin; and the

Minotaur had also found opportunities to bestow a few shots

upon that noble two-decker. But, since the Peuple-Souverain
had quitted the line the Franklin had found a more unengaged

opponent in the Defence
;
when suddenly an event happened,

which struck both sides with awe, and suspended for a while

the hostile operations of the two fleets. It was at 9 p.m., or a

few minutes after, that the Swittsure's people perceived afire on

board of the Orient ;
and which, as it increased, presently bore

the appearance of being in the ship's mizen chains. It was, in

fact, on the poop deck, and in the admiral's cabin; and its cause

we shall hereafter endeavour to explain. As many of the Swift-

Bure'a guns as could be brought to bear were quickly directed

to the inflamed spot, with, as was soon evident, dreadful

precision.

After spreading alone: the decks, and ascending the ringing,

with terrific and uncontrollable rapidity, the flames reached the

fatal spot : and, at about 10 p.m., the Orient blew up, with a

most tremendous explosion. Any description of the awful scene

would fall far short : we shall therefore confine ourselves to the

effect it produced upon the adjacent ships. The Alexander,

Swiftsure, and Orion, as the three nearest, had made every pre-

paration for the event; such as closing their ports and hatch

1 Victoires et Conquetes, tome ix., p. 9i.
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ways, removing from the decks all combustible materials, and

having ready with backets a numerous body of firemen. The

vibration Bhook the Bhips to their kelsons, opened their seams,

an-1. in other respects, did them considerable injury. The

flaming mass, except two large pieces of the wreck which

dropped, but without any evil consequences, into her fore and

main tops, flew over the Swift sure, as was wisely conjectured

by her command) r, when urged to attempt moving further off.

A part also fell on board of the Alexander, who lay at a some-

what greater distance Irom the Orient, and upon her lee quarter ;

a port-tire Betting her main-royal in flames, and some splinters,

her jib. In both cases the crew extinguished the flames, but

not without cutting away the jib-boom and spritsail-yard. With
the little air of wind which the cannonade, and I he more mighty
concussion thai interrupted it, had left, the Alexander then

dropped to a safer distance. Among the French ships, the

Franklin received the greater share of the Orient's wreck: her

di cks were covered with red hot seams, pieces of timber, and

burning ropes ;
she caught fire, but succeeded in extinguishing

it. The Tonn nit had, just before the explosion, cut or slipped

her cable, and dropped clear of the burning wreck. The
Beureux and Mercure, although too far off to be injured, had

done the same.

Either amazement ;it what had happened, or a strong feeling

towards Belf-preservation, or both causes united, made it full ten

minutes ere a gun was again fired on either side. By tin's time,

too, the wind. ;is if just recovering from the trance into which

all nature had been hushed by the catastrophe, freshened up;

and, as it ruffled the surface ol tin- water, and rattled among the

rigging of the ships, re-animated the half-benumbed faculties of

the combatants. The French ship Franklin, although disabled

in most ol her guns, was tin first to recomo i ace hostilities: she

opened a fire from her lower battery upon the Defence and

Swiftsure; who, as they lay close on her starboard bow and

quarter, returned it, particularly the Defence, with full effect.

Being without a second either ahead or astern, and having,
besides ties'' two determined opponents, one or two other ships
in commanding positions on her opposite bow and quarter, the

Franklin waited until her main and mizen masts came down by
the hoard; and then, having scarcely a gun to cannonade with,

and being reduced by loss in the action to less than half of her

complement, struck her colours.

It was now midnight, and the Tonnant was tie- only French
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ship whose guns continued in active play. Her shot gave great

annoyance to the Swiftsure, particularly as the latter, owing to

the position of the Alexander, could make little or no return
;

but the Maj< stic had be* a the principal opponent of that formi-

dable French Bhip. At about 3 a.m. on the 2nd, the heavy and

unremitting fire of the Tonnant brought down by the hoard the

Majestic's main and mizen masts; but, shortly afterwards, the

Tonnant herself had her three masts shot away, equally closi

the deck. The wreck of these compelled her to cease firing, but

failed in inducing strike: the Tonnant had, indeed, by
veering her cable, driven so far to leeward of her second i

tion .is to have now no opponent near enough to put her reso-

lution to a trial. The Heureux and Mercure, also, having, as

already stated, withdrawn from the line, had left ample room
forth'' Tonnant to take up a station ahead of the Guillaume-

T. 11 and the two French ships in her rear. This the Tonnant

did; and a second interval of silence ensu

At -i a.m.. which was just as the day broke, the tiring recom-

menced between the Tonnant, Guillaume-Tell, Genereux, and

Timoleon, on the one side, and the Alexander and crippled

Majestic «'ii the other. This soon brought to the spot the

Theseus and Goliath. Shortly after these ships had dropped
their anchors t ch frigate Art mise fired a broadside at

the Theseus, and then struck her colours. A boat from the

r immi proceeded to take possession ; but the
•

• was discovered to be on fire, and soon afterwards

blew up. In the mean time the four French line-of-battle

ships, and the two remaining frigates inside of them, kept

dropping to leeward; so as, presently, to be almost out of

-shot of the few British ships that had anchored to attack

them.

At about 6 a.m. the Zealous, Goliath, and Theseus, go* under

way by signal; and soon afterwards the Zealous, in running
down from the h< ad of the bay, was directed by signal to chase
the Justice French frigate: which, in compliance with the
orders of Rear-admiral Villeneuve, Mas on her way to the

Bellerophou, at anchor at the bottom of the bay, and supposed
to be on shore, for the purpose of summoning the 74 to sur-

render. In the mean time the Goliath and Th< sens, accom-

panied by th Al( zander and Leander. stood towards the ETeu-

reux and Mercure j who, on quitting the fine, had first anchored

considerably within it. and had then run themselves on shore to

the southward of the bay. These ships, after the interchange of a
VOL. II. o
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few distant shot, struck their colours; the lleureux first, then

the Mcrcure. The latter was afterwards taken possession of by
the Alexander, and the former by one of the other ships. On
discovering the object of the Zealous, the Justice gave up her

design upon the Bcllerophon (who was getting ready to give her

a suitable reception), and returned to the cluster of ships from

among which she had made sail. The Zealous thereupon, by
signal from the admiral, bore away to join the Bellerophon, and

protect her from further molestation.

At about 11 A..M. the absence of the Goliath, Theseus, and

Alexander, afforded to the Genc'reux and Guillaume-Tell, and
the two frigates Justice and Diane, an opportunity to get under

way and make sail to the north-east. The Timoleon, being too

far to leeward to fetch clear, had run herself on shore, losing
her foremast by the shock. The four other ships now hauled

close on the larboard tack; and immediately the Zealous, who
from the course she was steerin;;- happened to be the nearest

British ship, hauled close on the same tack, with the bold

intention of bringing this French 80 and 74 and two heavy
i'i!. ites to action, and, if possible, of retarding their progress
until some of her friends should come to her assistance; or, at

all events, in the hope of so crippling one of the French ships,
as to disable her at least from working out of the bay. The
Zealous weathered the four fugitives within musket-shot, and

obliged th( m to bear away to avoid being raked
;
but received

in return a very destructive tiro to her rigging and sails.

Through her mainsail alone upwards of 40 round shot had

pas id. and yet no other loss was sustained by her than one
man who had been Blightly wounded by the Guerrier—killed

and one wounded. While the Zealous was endeavouring to

get about in time to cut off the rearmost frigate, the former's

signal "t recall was made; and the French ships stretching on,
effected their escape. For his gallantry upon this occasion,

Captain Hood received the warm acknowledgments of the com-
mander-in-chief.

Of the L3 French ships of the line, one had perished in the

flames, eight had surrendered, and two hud escaped ;
and of the

remaining two, one, the Timoleon, was on shore will i her colours

flying, the other, the Tonnant, having had 1: r second cable cut

by the fire of the Alexander, layabout two miles from the Timo-

leon, a mere wreck, but also with her colours up, which were

dying on the stump of her mainmast. Things remained in

this state until the morning of the following day, the 3rd ;
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when the Theseus and Leander approached, and stationed

themselves near the Tonnant. All further resistance being

utterly hopeless, the latter hauled down her ensign ; and, on

replacing it -with a flag of truce, was taken possession of by a

boat from the Theseus. The principal part of the crew of the

Timoleon had, during the preceding night, escaped on shore.

The remainder, at about noon on the 3rd, set fire to their ship ;

which, exploding soon afterwards, made the eleventh line-of-

battlc ship lost to the French by, in their nomenclature, the

battle of Aboukir, 'Te combat d'Aboukir," but as the conquerors
have named it, the battle of the Nile.

The damages sustained by the British ships were chiefly con-

fined to their masts and rigging. The Bellorophon was the only

ship entirely dismasted, and the Majestic the only one, besides

her, that had lost any lower mast. The Defence had lost her

foretopmast, and the Alexander her mizen topmast, and her fore

and main topgallantmasts ;
and on the 3rd, at G p.m., the latter's

maintopmast, from the wounds it had received, fell over the top,
i the Bame morning had the maintopmast of the Goliath.

The lower masts, yards, and bowsprits of all the ships that had
been engaged were more or less damaged by shot. The Van-

guard, it will be recollected, went into action with a jury fore-

mast. The Bellerophon's hullwas in a very shattered state. One
of the carronades on her poop was broken to pieces. Seven of

the quarter-deck gunswere entirely disabled ;

a^ were six of the

ad, and two of the first or lower-deck guns ;
and the greater

part of her hammock^ w< re more or less cut. The Vanguard had
been struck very heavily by shot on her starboard bow

;
and the

Swiftsure, as she was bearing down to engage, received in her

larboard bow, several feet below the water-mark, a shot from the
Tonnant. which, in spite of the constant use of the chain-pumps,
kept four feet water in the hold from the commencement to the

end of the action. The Theseus was also hulled, in more than
and the Majestic was nearly in as shattered a state

as the r« llerophon.
The less of the British was, in the aggregate, tolerably

We have enumerated the loss cm board of most of the ships. We
will now. taking the ships in the order in which they advancedto
the attack, give a mere detailed account. The Goliath had one

master' s-mate (William Davies), one midshipman (Andrew
Brown), 12 seamen, and seven marines killed, one lieutenant

(William Wilkinson), two midshipmen (Lawrence Graves and
James Payne), her schoolmaster, 28 seamen, and nine marines
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wounded ;
the Zealous, one seaman killed, and seven wounded;

the Orion, one captain's clerk, 11 seamen, and one marine killed,

her captain, the boatswain (Peter Sadler), three midshipmen

(Philip Richardson, Charles Midi, and Lanfesty), nine

seamen, and two marines wounded
;
the Audacious, one seaman

killed, one lieutenant (John Jeans), her gunner, 31 seamen, and

two marines wounded; the Theseus, live seamen killed, one

lieutenant (Richard Hawkins), 21 seamen, and five marines

wounded
;

the Vanguard, her captain of marines (William

Faddy), two midshipmen (Thomas Seymour and John George

Taylor), 20 seamen, and seven marines killed, the rear-admiral,

(by a contusion in the head, but not reported), two lieutenants

(Nathaniel Vassall and John Miller Adye), the admiral's secretary

(John Campbell), the boatswain (Mr. Austin), two midshipmen

(James Weatherston and George Antrim), 60 seamen, and eight

marines wounded; the Minotaur, one lieutenant (John G.

Kirehner), one master's mate (Peter Walters), 18 seamen, and

three marines killed, one lieutenant (Thomas Irwin), one

lieutenant of marines (John Jewell), her second master (Thomas
Foist er), one midshipman (Martin Wells), 54 seamen, and six

marines wounded; the Defence, three seamen and one marine

killed, nine seamen and two marines wounded: the Pellerophon,.

three lieutenants (Kobert Savage Daniel, Philip William Launder,
and George .loliffc), one master's-mate (Thomas Ellison), 32

seamen and L3 marines killed, her captain, master (Edward
Kiroy), captain of marines (John Hopkins), boatswain (Mr.

Chapman), one midshipman (Nicholas Bettson), 126 seamen and
17 marines wounded: the Majestic, her captain, one midship-
man (Zebedee Ford), boatswain (Andrew Gilmore), 33 seamen,

and II marines killed, two midshipmen (Charles Seward and

Charles Royle), her captain's clerk (Robert Overton), 124 sea-

men, and L6 marines wounded: the Swiftsure, seven seamen-

killed, one midshipman (William Smith), L9 seamen, and two
marines wounded : the Alexander, one lieutenant (John Collins,)

and L3 seamen killed, her captain, captain of marines (John

Creswell), master (William Lawson), two midshipmen (George

Bully and Luke Anderson). 18 seamen, and five marines wounded;
the Leander, 11 seamen wounded: making a total of 218 killed,

and 678 wounded. 1

Of the damages sustained by the captured French ships, more
details, scanty as they arc, have already been given 1han arc

i One more in the wounded then apponrs in the official account, owing to the exclu-

sion of the rear-admiral's name. The following Table shows at one view each ship's
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contained in any published account. Theymaynow be summed
up by stating, that the Guerrier, Conquerant, Spartiate, Aquilon,
and Tonnant were i atirely dismasted, and, in the present state

of their hulls (the two first especially), not seaworthy ;
and

the Peuple-Souverain retained but her mizenmast, and the

Franklin, her foremast with their hulls in not much better plight
than those of their captive companions. As to the Mercure and

lleurcux, their principal damages were not from shot, but from

running on shore. These ships still lay with topgallant yards
across, and, to all appearance, were as perfect as when the action

commenced.
It was owing, probably, to the severe wound which Rear-

admiral Nelson had received at the onset of the battle (a

splinter struct him a little above his right or darkened eye,

causing a piece of flesh to hang over the lid, which was after-

wards replaced and sewed up), that no account was taken of the

sustained by the different captured ships. This is perhaps
the only general action, besides that of Valentine's day, inwhich
so important an omission is to be complained of in the official

despatch. The London newspapers, although they sometime-
clear up points of this nature, afforded, in the present instance,
but Utile information, merely stating that, according to one

account, the loss amounted to 2000, and, according to another,
to 5000 men. The latter number, being within 225 of a sweep-
ing balance, of -taken, drowned, burnt, and missing," at the

•tonnage, complem. i,t, loss, and, to the best of our power in so difiicult a research, first-
a in the action.
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foot of a loose statement of the complements of 19 French ships,

including the 13 engaged, subjoined to the official letter, may-
be traced to that as its probable source. The origin of the former

number is uncertain
;

but 2000 appears no unreasonable

amount for the killed and wounded on board nine ships, eight of

which were so dreadfully shattered as those in question.

Within the first hour of the action, the French commander-

in-chief, Vice-admiral Brueys, while standing on the Orient's

poop, received two wounds, one in the lace, and the other in the

hand. Towards 8 p.m., as he was descending to the quarter-deck,
a shot cut him almost in two. This brave officer then desired

not to be carried below, but to be hit to die upon deck, exclaim-

ing in a firm voice,
" Un amiral francais doit mourir sur sen

banc de quail
"

lie survived only a quarter of an hour. Com-
modore Casa-Bianca tell, badly wounded, Boon after the admiral

had breathed his last. What other loss the Orient sustained by
the shot of her opponents Ave are unable to enumerate, but it is

represented to have been tolerably severe in both officers and
men. I'.y the melancholy event of the ship's explosion, nearly
the whole of the survivors of her crew perished. Eow tho

accident happened has not been clearly explained. The French

say, that the men, having just done painting the ship's sides,

had placed the empty and unused oil-jars and paint-buckets
on the poop, preparatory to taking them below; and that the

wadding from the English .nuns fell among and Bet fire to

these jars and buckets. Another account slates, that tin

fire was communicated by some of the combustible missiles

used onboard of all or most of the French ships; the chief

of which was a sort of port-fire or carcass, that burnt fiercely

under as well as above water. In support of this statement,
the French themselves declared that, although they threw
bucket after buck t of water upon the Bpot, they could not ex-

tinguish the Ban i

The lamentable effects of the accident, however, were but, too

certain The French Bay, that aboui 70 were saved by the boats
• it the British ships. I If those, one lieutenant, one commissary, or

purser, and nine men, appear to have got on board the Swift-

sure, two men on board the Bellerophon, and 16 on board the

Orion. The Alexander saved some, including Adjutant-general

Motard, who, although badly wounded in the leg, managed to

Rwini on board of her. Rear-admiral Ganteaume found means to

throw himself into a boat, which carried him on board the Sala-

mine brig. From her he reach, d the fort of Aboukir, and sub-
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sequently Alexandria. The Salamine afterwards stood out of

tlie hay, and joined the squadron of Rear-admiral Yilleneuve.

Commodore Casa-Bianca was not so fortunate. Among the two
or throe accounts given of this officer's death, that to which tho

French attach most credit is, that at the time of the explosion
he was below having his wound dressed, attended by his son, a

boy ten years of age.
Of the ten French ships that were at all engaged, the admiral

of one, and the captains of two, were killed, and six of the

remaining seven captains, besides Rear-admiral Blanquet,
wounded. That the captains of the Heureux and Mercure, who

participated so slightly in the action, should have been wounded
at all is extraordinary ;

but it is still more extraordinary that

< 'aptain Trullet, whose ship, the Guerrier, was the most shat-

tered of any in the two fleets, should have escaped unhurt.

This, on consideration, may be attributed to the position of the

Guerrier's principal antagonist, the Zealous, whose shot, on that

account, did the mosl execution in the forepart of the ship. Of
the two Fn n b captains thatwere killed, one underwent dreadful

Bufferings, and exhibited a corresponding share of heroism,
before life finally quitted him. Captain Du Fetit-Thouars, of

the Tonnant, had first both his arms, and then one of his legs

shot away ;
and his dying commands to his crew were, not to

surrender the ship. As a memento of this officer's patriotism
and bravery, Buonaparte ordered one of the principal streets of

Cairo to be named Fetit-Thouars, and an armed brig at anchor
in the port. Tonnant.

Before we proceed further, it maybe necessary that we should

show how completel;
' the Culloden was placed by

the accidenl that had befallen her. At 6h. 40 m. p.m., accord-

ing to her time, the Culloden, having just before hauled up t<>

clear the Leand< r, and sounded in eleven fathoms, struck on the

ridge of rocks off the island of Aboukir. At that very moment
the three masts of the Guerrier were discovered to be down.
This is so Ear of consequence as completely to falsify a state-

ment made and insisted on by the French writers, that the Cul-

loden took the ground at 5h. 15 m. p.m., while leading the

British fleet into action. One writer, after stating this, add. the

following in a note: " Tous les rapports anglais B'accordent a

ne faire echouer le Culloden qu'apres la nuit close, et a attribuer

cet accident a l'ohscurite, tandis qu'il n'< st pas un soul Franeais

present au combat d'Aboukir (pii n'aflinne que ce vaisseau etait

le premier de l'esacdrc ennemie, et toucha, comme nous le disons,
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a cinq hcurcs un quart. Cette circonstance ostde pen d'import-

ance
;
mais olle pourrait donner la mesure de la croyance a

accorder aux bulletins des Anglais, et fournir tin echantillon du

caractere de ce peuple, qui pousse la vanity jusqu'a ne pas
vouloir avoucr qu*un vaisseau britannique puisse, comnie un

autre, s'echouer de jour on intrant dans une baie inconnite." 1

Bestowing no more than a smile upon the writer's clever deduc-

tions about " the character of the people," we shall endeavour

to explain bow this nautical illusion may have happened. It

will be recollected that, soon alter 5h. 30m. p.m. (and which

might easily be 5h. 15m. by the French time), and just as they
had arrived abreast of the shoal, the leading British ships hove

to, and many of them changed stations. The ships thus grouped

together, as may be seen by any good chart of the spot, conceal

the point of the shoal from the French fleet. The British fleet

stands on in a line; and. as the shoal opens in the rear of that

line, a ship is discovered sticking on it. To us the mistake

appears a very natural one; but bow are we to convince the

French writers that we are right, and that they arc wrong, when

they can cast in our teeth, from a respectable English publica-

tion, written too by an admiral, the following sentence: " The
wind was perfectly fair, but unfortunately, in rounding thereof,
the Culled. -n. the Leading ship, ran aground, and could not be

got at all into action

Let us return to the Culloden. is quickly as possible after

she struck, a stream-anchor and cable were placed in the launch,

and dropped at about a cable's length from the stein, in eleven

fathoms water. The Mutine now came and anchored within

500 yards of the Culloden, in six fathoms, in order to afford

ev< ry assistance in her power. To do ihis more effectually

Captain Hardy ran out two cables, firmly clinched together;
and, joining a third, veered away until the brig was near the

Culloden. The Mutine then Iel go another anchor, and, slip-

ping the third cable, passed the end of it on board the 74.

The swell, winch had greatly increased, made the Culloden

strik.- bo hard, thai her o ble parted, her rudder was knocked
off and sank alongside, and the ship made three feet of water an
hour. However, on the 2nd, before 2 a.m., alter striking
several times very heavily, the Culloden hauled herself off the

rocks by the Mutine's cable, and then made Beven feet water,
or 120 tons, an hour. A sail was afterwards Ihmmmed, and

put under the ship's bottom; and on the morning of the 3rd a
1 Victoircs et Conquctes, tome ix., p. 90. 2 Efeina'a Naval Battles, p. 237.
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pmast was converted into, and hung as, a temporary
i odder.

Hating thus made it dear that, for any part she took in tho

battle of the 1st and 2nd of August, the Culloden might as well

have been at anchor in Naples bay, as on shore atone extremity
of Aboukir bay, we shall now present a general view of the

force of the contending parties. Of the 13 ships that 1
-

main, after excluding the Culloden, one was not only no line-of-

battle ship, but a ship decidedly unable to lay alongside of any

ship in the opposite line : yet, as it would be paying a very poor

compliment to the Leander's meritorious exertions, to consider

that they were wholly without effect, we shall readily include

her as one of the contending ships. Hence, the British had

twelve 74-gun ships and one 50 : the French one 120, three 60,

and nin- ips: the latter had, also, four frigates, two

bomb-i nd gun-boats; the former, but

jolitary brig. The armaments of French and English ships
of the line fa :i so often adverted to in these pages, that

there will be no occasion to analyze the force of every ship of

two fleets. It may suffice to state, that a French 120-gun

ship is fully equal to two British 74s, three French SOstofive of

them, especially of the 18-pounder class, of which all that were
- nt in this battl ted, and nine French 74s to at least

ten of the English 74s last described. With respect to the

s of the French ships, it has been stated, that each ship,

when the action commenced, had a water-party on shore: but

the same accounts that furnish this fact supply us with another,

namely, that a part of the absent men got back to their ship-,
and that the four frigates, whose united crews were at least 1300
men. had rec rders to senda portion of their peoplctothe

ittle ships. Moreover the head-money certificates,

authenticated in the usual way, give the French ships their

established complements; and among the prisoners were actually
found Bevt ral 7. pilots, and others, belonging to the nu-

of transports at anchor near Rosetta and in the har-
bour of Alexandria. <»n the other hand, none of the- British

ship* w.-re over-manned; and some, we believe, had not their

complements on board; what is extraordinary, too, the worst
manned ship in the British fleet was that commanded by the

admiral. The Vanguard had only been commissioned in the

eding December; and her ship's company, although in-

stinctively brave, were new and inexperienced.
Even the presence of the Culloden in the action would still
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have left a preponderance, if not in number of ships, in number
of men and in broadside weight of metal. With the Culloden

excluded, the superiority of force -\vas more than requisite to

rank the victory of the Nile among the most brilliant of those

achievements so familiar to the British navy. If any allowance

is called for, because the French ships were conquered in detail,

and that by a decided superiority of force, we may answer, that

the same occurs in most general actions; that, in the present
instance, the danger of a cross-fire, from which several of the

British ships undoubtedly suffered, as well as that of grounding
on the inner shoal, not an officer or man of the British fleet

having ever before been in the bay, and the only chart in the

fleet being a roughly sketched one which the Swiftsurc had re-

cently taken out of a prize, were nearly equivalent to the advan-

tage of doubling the van of the line. Moreover, had the six

French rear-ships, the moment they saw the manoeuvre that

was about to be practised on their friends in the van, got under

way and stood out, they would have found full employment
for the five or six British ships that had not yet got into

action: they would, undoubtedly, have captured the Culloden,
and prevented the Alexander and Swiftsure from entering the

bay. Had those six French ships weighed at any time before

7 P.M., they might, with the wind as it then was, have made a

good stretch out of the bay. and, by tacking when the wind, as

it soon afterwards did, shifted to north, might have stood for

the van of their line with their yards nearly square.

Undoubtedly the sad accident which betel the three-decker

gave a decided turn to the action; but it should be recollected

that the Orient, before she exploded, had, according to the

French accounts, sustained a very serious less in officers and

men; thai five French Bhips had already struck ;
and that two

oth.rs, the Franklin and Tonnant, were nearly in a defenceless

state. It has been stated, we are aware, that the Orient herself

hauled down her colours before sheblew up ;' but no such occur-

rence happened. The < Orient's flag a1 the main was, by several

of the British ships, seen in its place when the masts were
thrown into the air; and, until that flag was struck, there could

have been no surrender. Moreover the nan fired from the

ship's lower-deck battery, until they were driven from their

quarters by the flames, and until some time after the Swiftsure

i Clarke and M'Arthur's Life of Nelson, struck her colours, and had not fired .-»

in I at p. 93 i- tli
-

following para- shot lor a quarter of an hour before she

vr.\\>})
" He ( Sir Hoi > infon I took tire."

.Mr. Wyndhaui, that. l'Orient certainly
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.tnd Alexander had ceased firing, to prepare for the explosion
that ensued.

With respect to the behaviour of the French, nothing could

be more gallant than the defence made by each of the six van-

ships, by the Orient in the centre, and by the Tonnant in tho

rear. The Beureux and Mercure appear to have been rather

precipitate in running themselves on shore
;
but the flaming body

that lay ready to ex; 'lode ahead and to windward of them,

justified them in quitting the line. Nor -was it the least happy
circumstance attending the battle of the Nile, that there was no

complaint of individual misconduct to diminish the lustre of the

victory. The French writers, as usual, multiplied the English

ships in number and force ;
but the sober-minded part of tho

community knew well the near equality of the two fleets, and

appreciated the unfortunate result of the battle as fairly as could

be expected, where so many fine ships, and so much national

glory, had been lost.

We will now hasten to acquit ourselves of theunpleasant task

of notici. .- inaccuracies that have crept into some English
and foreign accounts of this celebrated action. One writer,

after stating that the French fleet "was moored in a compact
line,"

1 tells his readers, that the line occupied "an extent of

about two miles and a half, leaving a space of two hundred and

fifty or three hundred yards from one ship to the other. This

distance," proceeds the writer, ''was too great." Assuredly it

too great, and so was the real distance, 1G0 yards : for that

very reason, too, the French fleet was not " moored in a com-

pact line." The word "moored" does not seem to be appro-

priately used. " At single anchor, with springs on their cables,"
i> an expn ssion that accords more with the fact. Unfortu-

nately, the writer who uses this expression is the same that

eomniitted the mistake about the C'ulloden
;
the same, in whoso

work appears the following piece of extraordinary information:

"Lord Nelson remarked, at a subsequent period, that he had
committed one great error; namely, by not having directed the

ships to heave - to their anchors, and then to have cut (the

cables) instead of weighing them
;
as in stowing their anchors

the navigation being so intricate and shallow, two of his ships

grounded.''- This, to be sure, is contained in a "note." but that

note actually forms a part of the text: indeed, the work is

almost wholly made up of "
Notes,"

" Lemakks." ami "
< >bseb-

vatioxs." Had the attack upon Copenhagen by Lord Nelson in

> Brenton, vol. ii., p. Ekins, p. 213.
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the year 1801 been one of the naval battles noticed by the

writer, it is probable he would have found where it was that the
rear-admiral had to complain, that two of his ships grounded, for

the want of the precaution of cutting, instead of weighing, their

anchors.

A French writer, because he is displeased with a highly ex-

aggerated comparison between the force of the Bellerophon and

that of the Orient, contained in "Clarke and M'Arthur's Life of

Nelson," begins his refutation of the nonsense in this very liberal

manner; "Les Anglais, celui peut-etre de tous les peuples de

l'Europe qui altere le plus la veritd dans ses bulletins, aflirme-

rent/'&c.
1 It is very unfair, in any ease, to consider individual

opinion as the sentiments of a nation
;
but with respect to t he

work, in which the angry Frenchman has discovered the proofs
of this national propensity to lying (lor that is what his charge
amounts to), we can assure him that, in this country, where its

merits are of course best known,
'• Clarke and .M'Arthurs Life

of Nelson
"

is not of the slightest authority. The same French

writer, who is so severe in his strictures upon the English,
admits that Captain Standelet of the Artemise, in setting lire to

his frigate afti r having hauled down his colours to the Theseus,
acted "an mdprisdes lois de la guerre," but adds,

" Les Anglais
se sont vivement recri( a contre la conduite du capitaine de 1'Ar-

temise, oublianl que le capitaine du Bellerophon en avait tenu

une a pen pn e bi mblable."2 Looking back to discover the

nature of this charge against Captain Darby, we find that the

Bellerophon "struck to the Tonnant ;" that is. the cries and

of the Bellerophon's people, when her masts were falling

on deck and crushing them by scores, were mistaken for the cry

of surrender. Nay, so delicate were thi the Frenchmen,
that they could distinguish the cries of the officers from those of

the men. " Son equipagi ant,
" et principalemenl

les officiers, jet&renl de grands cris, pour faire connaitre qu'il

etait rendu."- 1 From our inquiries \vi- believe wc can assert

(and. if we knew the fad to be otherwise, we should be the last

to conceal it , that no surrender toot place, or was even contem-

plated. The crew <>f the Bellerophon were neither the leas!

brave, nor, as was pretty notorious, the least noisy, of any in the

British fh et : it is not unlikely, therefore, that when the masts

were tumbling about their heads, the men hallooed, and roared,

and uttered " de grands cris," hut nof any crii
•

. we can vouch,

that were meant to signify that they surrendered,

i Victoircs et ConquOte?, tome lx., p. 91. Id., p. 101. 3 Ibid., r>. 65.
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Leaving to heads better versed in state affairs to discuss the

political consequences, far and near, that attended the decisive

victory which Rear-admiral Nelson and his fleet had gained, we
Bhall merely transcribe from Jlr. Williams's book a trans!

ige, purporting to be part of a letter from a very intelligent
French officer, of some celebrity. M. E. Fonssielgne, comptroller
of the expenses of the army, and administrator-general of the
finances in Egypt ; and which letter, among many others, was
intercepted by the British fleet in the Mediterranean. M. Pous-

Bielgne say.-:
"

lint the fatal engagement of Aboukir ruined all

our hopes ;
it prevented us from receiving the remainder of the

forces which were destined for us; it left the field free for the
English to persuade the Porte to declare Mar against us : it re-

kindled that which was hardly extinguished with the Emperor
of Germany : it opened the Mediterranean to the Kussians, and
planted them on our frontiers : it occasioned the loss of Italy,
and the invaluable possessions in the Adriatic, which we owed
to the successful campaigns of Buonaparte; and, finally, it at

rendered abortive all our projects, since it Avas no longer
ible for us to dream of giving the English any uneasiness in

India : add to this, that the people of Egypt, whom we wished to

consider as friends and allies, instantaneously became our one-
mies : and. em irely surrounded as we were by the Turks. Ave found
ourselves engaged in a most difficult defensive Avar, Avithout a

glimpse of the slightest future advantage to be derived from it."

On the 5th th>' Leander, having on board Captain Perry <>f

the Vanguard, with despatches for Earl St. Vincent oil' Cadiz,

quit* d the squadron : but, about 12 days afterwards, Avas fallen in

with and captured by tin.' French 7-1 -gun ship Gencreux, after an
action highly honourable to the British 50-gunship, and the full

details of which Avill appear under the next head of the work.
The ships of the British squadron at anchor in Aboukir bay

noAv set about repairing their damages with all possible sj

Every exertion Avas also u<ed to place the captured ships in a

state to undertake the voyage to England Avith safety. The pri-
soners taken in them were sent on shore in a cartel, upon the
usual terms; but Buonaparte, to showhow he respected treaties,
formed the men. soon after they landed, into a battalion, which
he named the nautic legion, and gave the command of it to tiie

late second captain of the Franklin, Jules-Francois Martinencq.
On the 8th the island of Aboukir was taken poi of. and
the two mortars, with the two brass 12-pounders, were brou lit

off. The remainder of the guns, with the carriages of the whole,
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and the platform on which they had been mounted, were de-

stroyed. The island was also newly, and far from inappropriately

named, Nelson's island.

On the 10th Sir Horatio, aware of the designs of the French,

in case of succeeding at Egypt, to attack the British East India

possessions, despatched, overland to Bombay, with the intelli-

gence of the victory, Lieutenant Thomas Duval, of the Zealous,

an officer selected by Captain Hood. 1 On the 12th, in the

evening, the British 36-gnn frigate Emerald, Captain Thomas

Moutray Waller, and .".--gun frigate Alcmene, Captain George

Hope, with the L'onne-Citoyenne sloop of war, hove in sight in

the offing ; but, on being chased by the SwiffcBure, stood off.

On the next day, however, the frigates got over their alarm, and

joined the squadron. On the 13th the 16-gnn brig-sloop Murine,

Captain the Honourable Thomas Bladen Capel, who had suc-

ceeded Captain Hardy, on the latter's promotion to the Van-

guard, and was now the bearer of the rear-admiral's duplicate

despatches, sailed for Naples.
On the morning of the 1 1th, after an incredible deal of labour

in refitting the ships, the Orion, Bellerophon, Minotaur, Defence,

Audacious, Theseus, and .Majestic, accompanied by the Frank-

lin, Tonnant, Aquilon, ConqueTant, Peuple-Souverain (the two

latter scarcely in a seaworthy state), and Spartiate, under the

orders of Captain Sir dames Saumarez, got under way and stood

out of the road. The prizes, being rigged with jury-masts and

very weakly manned, could hardly work out of the bay. At

length they reached the mouth of it
;
and, alter lying at single

anchor tor the night, again weighed, and proceeded on their

voyage. On the Kith the Beureux, and on the 18th the Mer-

cure and Guerrier, being all, particularly tin' last, in too bad a

state to be refitted, were burnt, as they lay, the first two aground
on the beach, and 1 he last at anchor in the road, of Aboukir bay,

the scene of their discomfiture. On the r.ith Rear-admiral

Nelson, in the Vanguard, accompanied by the Culloden and

Alexander, sailed tor Naples; having Captain Hood with the

Zealous, Goliath, Swiftsure, Seahorse (who had joined on the

I Tthi, I'm raid, Alcmene, and Jlonnc-Citoyennc, to cruise off

the port of Alexandria.

The news of tic- loss of his licet reached Buonaparte on the

l !th of August, when on his way from Salahieh to Cairo, in a

despatch from Rear-admiral Ganteaume, delivered by an aide-

de-camp of General Kle"ber'B. While reading the despatch,

i For a brief account of this officer's Journey, see Appendix, No. 14,
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Buonaparte did not betray in his countenance tbe least trait of

tbe extraordinary sensations wbicb tbe accountmust necessarily

have caused in liis mind. lie called tbe messenger to bim, and

demanded, in a loud voice, to bear tbe details. As soon as they
were related, Buonaparte said to tbe aide-de-camp with the ut-

most sang-froid,
" We have no longer a fleet : well, we must either

remain in this country, or quit it as great as the Ancients." 1

The power which tins extraordinary man possessed of disguis-

ing bis feelings was as remarkable as tbe facility with which he

could turn a disastrous event to his advantage. Great as be

was in some matters, Buonaparte could also be mean, where, by

bemg mean, an object was to be attained. Wishing, for some

inexplicable reason, to inculpate tbe brave admiral who was

second in command at Aboukir, Buonaparte, on tbe 24th of

August, issued a general order, in which were these words :

"The Franklin struck her flag without being dismasted or

having sustained any damage."
2 Bear-admiral Ganteaume, as

soon as be discovered this, hastened to defend the character of

his brother officer, and pleaded his cause with so much effect,

that Buonaparte, yielding a little, issued a second order, stating
that Bear-admiral Blanquet had been wounded in the action;
but which still left uncontradicted the false assertion, that the

Franklin surrendered when in a perfect state. At the instance

of Vice-admiral Bruix, the minister of marine, justice was at

length done by the directory to the character of that brave

oflicer; but we cannot discover that Bear-admiral Blanquet was
< rer afterwards employed.
The crippled state of the Nile prizes made it the middle of

September ere they and their escort arrived at Gibraltar. The

Peuple-Souverain was in too bad a state to proceed further, and

was therefore, under tbe name of Gucrrier, converted into a

guard-ship, the only service in which she could be useful. The
five remaining prizes, after obtaining a tolerable repair, set sail

for England, and arrived in safety at Plymouth. The British

government, in order that the captors might not suffer for the

prowess they had displayed in riddling the hulls of the captured

ships, paid for each of the three destroyed 74s, the Guerrier,

Heuretix, and Mercurc, tbe sum of 20,000Z. ; which was as much
as the least serviceable of the remaining three 74s had been

valued at. Of these, the Conquerant was about 50 years old,

1 " Xous n'avons plus de flotte : eh bien, 2 "Le Franklin a amene son pavilion
51 iant rester tn c s contrees, ou en sortir sans etre de'maty ct sans avoir recnaucune

grands comrae les Anciens."— Yictoitts ct asario."— Yictoires et Conquitts tome ix.,

Con^iUtcs, tome ix., p. 73. p. 107.
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and of no greater tonnage than the Theseus, the largest ship.

pt tin 1

Minotaur, in the fleet thai took her. The Aquilon,

or, as newly named, Aboukir, was built at Lorient in the year

1793, measured 1S69 tons, and, but for her shattered state,

would have been a useful ship: as it was, both of these ships
remained in port until they were broken up. Not so with the

remaining 74, the Spartiate, nor with the 80-gun ships Tonnant
and Franklin. All three of these ships were built at Toulon ;

owing to which, on account of the superior durability of the

Adriatic oak,
1 their value became greatly enhanced. The Ton-

nant was launched in L791-2, the Franklin, in the spring of

1797, and the Spartiate, as recently as the commencement of tho

year in which she was captured. The following arc the prin-

cipal dimensions of the three ships :
—

Tonnant
Franklin

Spartiate

Length of

Lower Breadtb,

Ft. in.

] 9 1 2

i -'J 7

Ft.

51
51
19

in.

Oi

11

]< pth
of

Hold.

Ft. in.

23 3
•j:: 44
~'i 7

T ns.

2281

2257
1949

The two 80s wen; of about the same dimensions as the Sans

Pared, taken by Lord Howe: but the Franklin, in point of

materials, workmanship, and qualifications, was considered to

be the finest two-decked ship in the world. In order to show
what an immensely powerful ship a French so is, we hero

couple, with the force of the Franklin, that <>t' a British three-

decker of the 98-gun class:—

First, or lower deck

Second deck . .

Third

t^uari'

»

LStlC

1'oop . .

Britl

X". Pdrs.

30 18

12

12

2 ,, 12

cam. 18

104

French SO.

No. Pdrs.
30 long 3G inn
-' ,, 36 l>ia-s

. . 21 iron

2 ,, 2'

12 12 iron

2 ., 12 brass
6 .. 12 iron

<; cans. 30 bras.-*

9 !

W' i^lit of each
of

Franklin's Guns.

Cwt firs, lbs.

73 2 1>

51 II

16

Broadside-guns
No. 52
lbs. I'ii2

n;

1287

1 A very intelligent writer, when re-

marking on the properties and qualities

ruber, says :

" The oaks of the southern

parts of Europe are preferable to any
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The Franklin had the ports for, and subsequently mounted,
four more gone on her quarter-deck. Without these even, is it

not clear that a French 80-gun ship is superior in force to a

British 9S '? This only shows how necessary it is not to be led

away by nominal distinctions.

The name of the Franklin was changed by her new masters to

Canopus, that being the ancient name of Fboukkor, or Aboukir,
a small town of Lower Egypt, near to the bay in which the

battle had been fought. This fine ship still graces the lists of

the British navy, not only in her proper self, but in nine noble

counterparts, ships that will never be out of vogue while a navy
is worth preserving.
We will now give a brief account of the principal honours

that were awarded to the conquerors in the battle of the Nile,

both by their own country, and by such foreign nations as de-

rived, or considered that they derived, a benefit from the victory.
• •wing to the capture of the Leander, it was not until the ar-

rival of Captain Capel, on the morning of the 2nd of October,
that the British admiralty became acquainted with the result

of the action of the 1st of August. Until that same 2nd of

October, the whole country rang with complaints against Nel-

son for his "tardiness;" but, the moment the news was pro-

mulgated, the English nation thought they could not do enough
to make amends for the wrongs they had inflicted on so bright
a gem of their favourite service.

On the 6th of October Sir IToratio was created a peer of

Great Britain, by the title of Baron Nelson of the Nile, and of

Burnham Thorpe, in the county of Norfolk
; and, on the 20th of

November, when the Parliament met, the king tints expressed
himself on the subject of the battle: "The unexampled series

of our naval triumphs has received fresh splendour from the
memorable and decisive action, in which a detachment of my
fleet, under the command of Bear-admiral Ford Nelson, at-

tacked, and almost totally destroyed, a superior force of the

ly, strengthened by every advantage of situation. By this

great and brilliant victory, an enterprise, of which the injustice,

perfidy, and extravagance had fixed the attention of the world,
and which was peculiarly directed against some of the most
valuable interests of the British empire, has, in the first in-

others ; tho?e of Provence, the Italian and been built, which are considered to exceed
Turkish sides of the Adriatic S«a, have in durability all others constructed of
long been esteemed for their superior oak. '—Knowlet on Preserving the -

quality: with the?e. aided by supplies p. j.

from Corsica, the ships at Toulon have

VOL. II. p



210 BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS.
["1798.

stance, been turned to the confusion of its authors: and the

blow, thus given to the power and influence of France, has
afforded an opening, which, if improved by suitable exertions

on the part of other powers, may lead to the general deliverance

of Europe."
This was followed by a pension of 20007. per annum upon the

rear-admiral and his two next heirs male, from the parliament of

England, and of 10007. from that of Ireland
;
also by a unanimous

vote of thanks from both those parliaments. Gold medals were

presented to Lord Nelson and his captains ;
and the first-lieu-

tenants of all the ships engaged were promoted to commanders.
The word "

engaged
"

striking Lord Nelson as likely to lead to

a piece of injustice towards the first-lieutenant of the Culloden,
the rear-admiral, in a letter to Earl St. Yincent, expresses him-
self on flic subject thus :

" I sincerely hope tin's is not intended

to exclude the first-lieutenant of the Culloden
;
for heaven's

s;ike, for my sake, if it be so, get it altered." The word was,

however, retained, if only to prevent any unengaged ship, under
different circumstances, from making a precedent of the case

;

but Lord Spencer directed Earl St. Yincent to promote the

Culloden s lieutenant; winch, we believe, was forthwith done;
but we cannot speak with certainty, not having been able to

procure tin; officer's name.

Strictly speaking, too, only the captains that had been "en-

gaged" were in have medals; but the king himself expressly
authorized Lord Spencer to present one in Captain Troubridge,
"for ln's services both before and since, and for the great and

wonderful exertions he made at the time of the action, in saving
and getting off his ship." Lord Nelson's opinion of this officer

may be summed up in his own energetic words, when writing
to Earl St. \ incenl :

" The eminent services of our friend de-

t he very highest rewards. I have experienced the ability

and activity of his mind and body. It was Troubridge who

equipped the squadron bo soon at Syracuse: it was Troubridge
who exerted himself for me alter the action: it was Troubridge
who saved the Culloden, when none that I know in the service

would have attempted it : it is Troubridge whom I have left as

myself at Naples ;
he is, as a friend and as an officer, a non-

pan if."
'

The East India Company, with a proper sense of the benefit

they derived from the Nile victory, made a present to Lord

Nelson of 10,0007. ;
and the cities of London and Liverpool, and

1 Clarke and M'Arthur's Life of Nelson, vol. ii., p. 119.
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other cities and corporate bodies, took the opportunity of testi-

fying their approbation of the rear-admiral's conduct. Foreign
countries, also, were not slow in paying their tribute of respect
to the conqueror. The grand signior presented Lord Nelson
with a diamond aigrette (chdengh), and a sable fur with broad
sleeves

;
also with 2U00 sequins, to be distributed among the

wounded of his crew. The Ottoman Porte instituted a new
order, that of the Crescent, and made the English rear-admiral

the first knight-companion of it. The mother of the grand
signior sent Lord Nelson a rose, set with diamonds of great
value

;
and many other were the presents and compliments

which the rear-admiral received from foreign potentates, as

tokens of their respect for his talents and bravery.
Our attention is again called to the Mediterranean. "While

og Malta, on his way to Gibraltar with the Nile prizes, Sir

James Saumarez fell in with the following Portuguese squadron,
under the Marquess de Xiza :

—
Gun-ship.

Principe-Real .

74 < Rainha-de-Portugal.
San-Sebastian .

, Alphonsc-Albuquerque
64 Lion (English) . .

Fires/tip Incendiary (ditto) .

Brig Falcao (Portuguese)

{Rear-admiral

the Marquess de Xiza.

Capptain Puysigur.
Stone.

Mitchell.

Campbell.

Manley Dixon.

George Barker.

Duncan.

This squadron, since the early part of July, had been detached

by Earl St. Vincent from off Cadiz, as a reinforcement to Rear-

admiral Nelson, but, fortunately for the fame of the latter and
his companions in arms, was unable to effect its junction iu

time to participate in the Nile victory.

Being detained off the island of Malta by light airs and calms,
Sir James was waited upon by a deputation of the principal

inhabitants, to solicit for a supply of arms and ammunition.

The Maltese, at the same time, informed the British commodore
that the French garrison at Yalettawere driven to great distress,

and that there was good reason for believing that the appear-
ance of the English Bqnadron would induce the French to sur-

render, if they were formally summoned. Accordingly, having
obtained the concurrence of the Marquess de Xiza. Sir James

Saumarez, on the 25th of September, sent in a flag of truce,

with a proposal couched in the usual terms. Alter three hours'

deliberation the French general, Yaubois, returned the follow-
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ing answer: " Vous avez, sans doute, oublie* que des Francais

sont dans la place. Le sort des habitans ne vous regarde point.

Quant ii votre sommation, lea soldata francais nc sont point
habitues a. ce style."

The nature of the service upon which lie had been ordered

left Sir James no alternative but to take advantage of the breeze

which had just sprung up, and proceed on to his destination.

Previously, however, to hia final departure, Sir James furnished

the islanders with about L200 muskets, and a suitable quantity
of ammunition, taken out of the captured sliips ; and to this

seasonable supply the success thai afterwards attended the

Maltese, in the efforts they made to recover their liberty, was

mainly attributable.

Lord Nelson, soon after his arrival at Naples, detached Cap-
tain Alexander John Ball, with his own ship the Alexander,
and the Culloden and Colossus 74s, the latter commanded by
Captain George Murray, for the purpose of co-operating with

the Marquess de Niza in the blockade of Malta. The effective

commencement of this Bervice may bo dated from the 1-th of

October; on which day the French force in the island, and the

whole of which had been obliged to retire within the walls of

the new city of Valetta, consisted of about 3000 soldiers and

sailors, the latter under the command of Bear-admiral Decres,
and of 100 Maltese, the only portion of the inhabitants who
would take up arms for their invaders. In the harbour of

Yaletta lay the French 30-gun ship Guillaume-Tell, and tO-gun

frigates Diane and Justice; also the two ex-Maltese 64s, Athe*-

nien and Dego, and 36-gun frigate Carthagenaise, the whole

under the command of bear-admiral Villeneuve. The Genereux,
the other French line-of-battle ship which had escaped with the

Guillaume-Tel] from the battle of the Nile, was at Corfu, in

ipany with her prize, the 50 gun ship beamier.

Ah*. nt 10,000 of the Maltese were in arms against the French,
and oc< upied, as their head-quarters, the old city of Valetta,' on

the wa Is of which the Neapolitan colours were Hying. The
Maltese patriots possessed 23 pieces of cannon, of which 1 li

were mounted
; they had, also, two armed galleys and four

gun-boats. Several skirmishes had taken place between the

French and the inhabitants, but the former were too strongly

posted to be subdued.

On the 24th of I >ctober, Lord Nelson, wdth the Vanguard and

Minotaur, joined Captain Ball and the Marquess de Niza; and,
on the 28th, the commandant of the French troops, 217 in
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number, in the castle of Goza, the neighbouring island to Malta,
! a capitulation, which Captain Ball had previously nego-

tiated, and Lord Nelson now approved. Captain Creswell, of

the Alexander's marines, immediately took possession of the

castle, and the British colours were hoisted upon the walls.

< >n the following day. the 29th, the place was delivered up in

form in the deputies of the island; the colours of the Sicilian

king were substituted for the British, and his majesty acknow-
_ 1 as the lawful sovereign. The island of Goza contained

about L6,000 inhabitants. In the castle were found 24 pieces of

ordnance, consisting of four 6, two 12, and eighteen 18 pounders,
all good; also 50 barrels of powder, shot in abundance, and

3200 sacks of com, an article of great value in the then dis-

ed state of the inhabitants.

Although it comports as little with our taste as with our

talents to follow the French armies in their overthrow of states

and countries, we must dip a little into the military occurrences

of the latter part of the present year, in order to render the

more intelligible some details of roast operations necessary to

ire we take our final leave of the Mediterranean sea.

Encouraged by the success of Lord Nelson at the battle of

tlie Nile, the' two weak monarchs, Charles Emanuel of Sar-

dinia, and Ferdinand IV. of Naples, began bestirring them-

selves to chase away republicanism from the vicinity of their

ctive kingdoms. The first hostile movement on the part
of Charles Emanuel was the signal for the French to enter

Turin. This tiny did on the 9th of December, and in three

days made themsi Ives masters of the whole of Piedmont. In a

day or two afterwards the dethrone,! king, by the p i mission of

the French General Jonbert, retired with his family from his

Piedmontaise dominions, and on the 20th of December
arrived at Florence on his way to Sardinia.

King Ferdinand began his hostile demonstrations by sending
leral Mack with a large army to drive the French General

apionnet out of home. This was accomplished, and en

the 29th of November Ferdinand entered Borne in triumph.
His maj ty in that far-famed city was. however, of short

duration. On the 15th of December the French re]

then of Borne, and, after destroying the fortifications in

and around the city, marched for Naples. In a i'<^v days after-

wards General Championnet p If of the si

fortresses of Pescara, Aware, that the city of Naples would

toon share the same fate, King Ferdinand, with the whole of
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the royal family, and their attendants and valuables, embarked,
on the 21st of December, on board Lord Nelson's ship, the

Vanguard, and, in five days afterwards, arrived at Palermo in

Sicily.

It has already been stated that General Buonaparte, when in

the summer of 1797 he dissolved the Venetian Republic, pos-
sessed himself, on behalf of the French Republic, of several of

the islands late belonging to Venice in the Adriatic. These
were Corfu, Paxu, Ste.-Maura, Theaki, Cephalonia, Zante, and

Cerigo. To these islands were attached, as dependencies on
the neighbouring continent, the fortresses of Butrinto, Parga,
Preveza, and Vonizza. Early in the month of September intel-

ligence reached General Ohabot, who had succeeded General

Gentili in the chief command of these islands, that a combined
Turkish and Russian fleet was waiting in the Dardanelles for a

fair wind, to enter the Mediterranean, and commence hostilities

against the French.

By the early part of October a powerful army of Turks and

Albanians, under Ali Pacha and his son Mouktar, had swept

away the French from all the Ionian dependencies in Albania;
and on the Cth of the month the Turco-Kussian fleet, composed
of 10 Russian sail of the line, four frigates, and several corvettes

and brigs, under Vice-admiral Ouchakow, and of about 30

Turkish vessels, ships of the line, caravellas, corvettes, and

brigs, under the orders of Cadir Bey, appeared off the island of

Cerigo. The Turkish division had on board about 8000 troops,
but the Russian division very few. By the 10th of October the

combined Turks and Russians had possessed themselves, with

very little difficulty, the garrisons being weak and the principal
inhabitants in their favour, of all the islands except Corfu.

The number of killed, wounded, and prisoners of the French,
at these islands and on the main land, was computed at 1500.

The time occupied by the enemy's fleet in reducing the other

islands had enabled General Chabotto make the best disposi-

tions in his power for defending Corfu. Bis garrison amounted

to only 1500 infantry, and about 300 artillerymen. The naval

force in the port consisted of the 74-gun ship Genereux, Captain
Le Joille, the 50-gun ship Leander (but not in a state to be very

useful), 28-gun frigate Brune, Captain Gabriel Denieport, a

bomb-vessel, a brig, and lour mined galleys. On the 20th the.

whole of the combined fleet came to an anchor in the Channel

of Corfu, and in the course of a few days disembarked their

troops. These commenced erecting batteries, and, when at
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length they were completed, began a cannonade upon the for-

tilkatiuiis around the city. The tardy manner in which the

besiegers proceeded in their operations, coupled with the skil-

ful manner in which the French general conducted his defence,
left the island .-till unsubdued at the close of the year. In the

meanwhile the Genereux had sailed for Ancona, and the three
ex -Venetian I

- S ngel, La Harpe, and Beyrard, accompanied
by some transports, had arrived off the small i.-land of Faro, with
a reinforcement of 3000 men from Ancona, intended for Corfu

;

but, finding how affairs in that island weio likely to terminate,
the commodore of the scpuadron steered in another direction.

The French naval force in Alexandria, off which port Captain
Samuel Huod, with the three 74-gun ships the Zealous, <;<iliath,

and Swiftsure, and frigates Seahorse, Emerald, and Alcmene,
was stationed, consisted of the ex-Venetian 64-gun ships Causse
and Dubois. French 38-gun frigate Junon, and 36-gun frigates
Alceste and Couragense, and ex-Y. n.-tian

'

3S-gun frigates
Carrere and Muiron, and 32-gun frigates Leoben, Mantone, and

Montenotte, four brig-corvettes, and nine gun-boats, manned
on the 26th "i" August, as officially reported in one of Rear-
admiral Ganteaume's intercepted despatches, with 4948 officers

and seamen ; the whole under the command of Fear-admiral
• iaiiteaume, and subsequently of Commodore Dumanoir-le-

Pelley.
It will be recollected, that the above-mentioned ships, al-

though they were armed en flute on leaving Toulon with the

expedition, brought out, and were expressly directed to ecpuip
themselves with, their full number of guns. This accounts for

their crews being so numerous. The Caus6e, for instance,

appears by her muster-roll to have had G08 men, the Junon
and the Courageuse 334. Even the transports could

muster among them as many as 3017 officers and men. Exclu-
sive of the I ationed at Alexandria, there were 15 heavy
gun-vessels, under commodore Perree, upon the river Nile, fol-

lowing the motions of the army.
On the 22nd of August the 32-gun frigate Alcmene, Captain

George Hope, cruising off Alexandria, captured the French gun-
boat 1.

!gi re, charged with despatches for General Buonaparte.
but whieh the commanding officer of the vessel threw overboard

just as the Alcmene was approaching her. This act was not

unperceived by two seamen of the frigate, John Taylor and
James Harding; who, at the risk of their lives, the ship then

going between five and six knots through the water, dashed
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overboard and saved the whole of tlicm. Each of these brave

fellows •was afterwards rewarded by the city of London with a

pension of twenty pounds per annum.
On the 25th of August, at 1 a.m., Captain Foley, of the

Goliath, despatched the boats of thai ship, under the orders of

Lieutenant William Debusk, to attack a French armed ketch,

which was moored under the guns of the castle of Aboukir.

The boats were soon alongside, and a spirited scuffle ensued.

Lieutenant Debusk, for some time, fought hand to hand with

the French commanding-officer. At length after an obstinate

resistance of 15 minutes, the French national armed ketch

Torride, mounting three long 18-pounders and four swivels,

with a complement of 70 men, surrendered. Her commander,
Lieutenant de vaisseau Martin Bedar, and 10 of his men were

badly wounded. The loss on the part of the British amounted
to two wounded, including Lieutenant Debusk. The Torride

may Berve for a specimen of the description of gun-boat at-

d to the French fleet at the battle of the Nile. Ten or

TJ such vessels, in a calm, would give very serious annoyance
to a line-of-battle ship.

On the 2nd of September, while Captain Hood with his

squadron was cruising off Alexandria, a cutter made her ap-

pearance, standing towards the land. The Swiftsure and

Emerald fired several shot at her, but the cutter persisted in

not bringing to, and at length ran aground a little to the west-

ward of the tower of Marabou. The beats were instantly
ted to bring her off; but, in the mean time, the crew

of the cutter had made good their landing, and the outter her-

Belfwas shortly afterwards beaten to pieces bythe high surf.

The shore at this time pi I as far as the eye could reach,

nothing but ban- n. uncultivated sands: very shortly, however,
several Arabs were Been advancing, some on horseback, others

on foot. The French, who had quitted the cutter, now per-
ceived their mistake; but, for the fate of nearly the whole of

them, the discovery came too late. The British in the boats

pulled lustily towards the Bhore in the hope of saving their un-

fortunate enemy, but, on account of the breakers, could not

effect a landing in safety. A midshipman of the Emerald,
Francis William Fane, with a noble spirit of humanity, threw
himself into the water, and swam through a high surf to the

shore; pushing before him an empty barrel, or keg, to which a

rope had been affixed. By this means the cutter's commanding
officer, Ensi igne de vaisseau Blaise Gaudran, and four of bib
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Beamen were saved. It now appeared that the cutter was the

Anemone, of four pins and 60 men, from Malta in six days, and

Toulon since the 17th of July: having on board Adjutant-

general Camin, and Captain VaJette, aide-de-camp to General

Buonaparte, also a courier with despatches, and a small de-

tachment of soldiers.

The general, perceiving no possibility of escape from the

British boats, had ordered M. Gaudran to run the cutter on

Bhore ; but the latter represented the danger to his vessel and

those on hoard, from the high surf, and particularly to all who

landed, from the numerous hordes of wild Arabs that infested

the coast. The general said he "would cut his way through
them to Alexandria, which was not more than two or three

tes off. No sooner, however, did the French land, than

they perceived the Bedouins, who, till this time, had conceal d

then behind the numerous sand-hills near the spot.

Terror and dismay now s< iz< d on the general and the unfor-

tunate victims of his rash resolve ; nor could the British beheld

their distress without commiseration, although the Fr< neb had

not only, by refusing to surrender, brought it on themselves,
but had actually fired on the British boats long after all hopes
of escape were at an i nd.

A melancholy spectacle soon forced itself upon the British in

hoats. The French officers and men -were unresistingly

Btripped, and many of them murdered in cold blood, without

any apparent cause. An Arab, on horseback, unslung his ear-

bine, and presenting it at the general, who, with the aid

camp, was on his knees entreating for mercy, drew the trig

but the piece did not go off. The Arab immediately rem
the priming, and, again presenting his carbine at the gen i 1.

shot the aide-de-camp who was kneeling a short distance in the

nil's rear: the murderer, then, with a pistol, fired at the

latter, who instantly fell. The courier endeavoured to escape,
but was pursued and killed. The Aral), who got possession of

his despatches, instantly rode away with them, but, as was after-

wards understood, restored them to the French for a sum of

money. On the appe ranee of a troop of French horse from

Alexandria, the Arabs retired to the desert with their surviving

prisoners.
In the early part of October Captain BTallowel] was detached

to "Rhodes, to look after an expected reinforcement of Turkish

ships, i >n the 14th the Swiftsure re-anehored oil' Alexandria.

During her absence the Portuguese squadron, already named.
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under the Marquess de Niza, had joined Captain ITood, bat,

except the Lion 64, Captain Dixon, which remained, had since

sailed to co-operate with Captain Ball in the blockade of Malta.

On the 19th two Turkish corvettes joined the British squadron
off Alexandria, and on the 20th two Eussian frigates, and 16

Turkish vessels, chiefly gun-boats. On the next day, or the

day after, Captain Hallowel] was detached, with these gun-

boats, to the bay of Aboukir, for the purpose of making an attack

upon the castle of that name, as well as upon the entrenched

tamp of the French a little to the southward of it, near lake

Maadie.

On the 25th the Swiftsure's launch, pinnace, and yawl, in com-

pany with the Turkish gun-boats, on board ofeach ofwhich were
six British seamen, commenced an attack upon the castle

;
and in

the evening they returned to the ship with one wounded Turk.

On the next morning, the 25th, finding that his Turkish allies

were very careful oft heir persons and would not, in consequence,

approach near enough to the enemy to produce any effect, Cap-
tain BTalloweU sent 15 of the Swiftsure's men on board each boat.

Thus reinforced, the gun-boats continued daily, until the 28th,

to cannonade both the castle and the French camp, but with

little effect, and with no greater loss to the allies than one

marine killed and one 6eaman wounded.
The principal part of the mischief done to the French camp

arose from its having been set on fire by some shells thrown
from the gun-boats. Owing to this, a complaint was made by
one or more French officers, admitted to a conference on board

the Bwiftsure, thai the British had "unfairly
"

us< d such missiles

in the battle in AbouMr hay. "Captain I lallowell," proceeds
Mr. Williams, "instantly ordered the gunner to bring up some
of those balls, ami asked him from whence he had them. To
the confusion of the accusers, he related that they were found

on board the Bpartiate, one of the ships captured on the 1st of

August. As tlese balls were distinguishable by particular

marks, though in other respects alike, the captain ordered an

experiment to be made, in order to ascertain the nature of them.

The next morning I accompanied Mr. Parr, the gunner, to the

island of Aboukir : the first we tried proved to be afire-ball, but

of what mat. rials composed we could not ascertain. As it did

not explode, which at first we apprehended, we rolled it into the

sea, where it continued to burn under water; a black pitchy
substance exuding from it till only an iron skeleton of a shell

remained. The whole had been crusted over with a substance
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that crave it the appearance of a perfect shell. On Betting fire

to the fusee of the other, which was differently marked, it burst

into many pieces : though somewhat alarmed, fortunately none

of us were hurt." 1

No further use seems to have been made of the Turkish gun-
boats : and in the month of December the whole Turkitk

squadron took its departure from the coast of Egypt. The two

Russian frigates did the same : and so did the Lion, to join Lord

Nelson: consequently at the end of the year, Captain Hood
had with him only the Zealous and Swiftsnre 74s, and one or

two frigates. AW- will now see what naval warfare the year has

produced between ( Ireat Britain and Spain.
Between the fleet of Earl St. Vincent without, and the fleet of

Don Joseph Massaredo within, the harbour of Cadiz, those pri-

vileged spies, flags of truce, were frequently passing : and the

two admirals, and indeed the two nations, behaved to each other

with all that courtesy which distinguishes polished from bar-

barian belligerents. As it was not an inferiority of force, itmust
been either an excess of good breeding, or a deficiency of

enterprise, that prevented the Spanish fleet from attempting to

sail <>ut, while the British fleet cruised off the port. On the

12th of April, however, when a strong off-shore gale presented a

favourable opportunity, the Monarea 74 and two frigates, with

a small merchant convoy in charge, allowed themselves to be

driven before it. and got fairly to B( a.

On the '_'4th of May the arrival from England of a reinforce-

ment of eight sail of the line, commanded by Rear-admiral Sir

Boger Curtis in the Prince 9S. allowed the in-shore squadron of

the same numerical force, under the orders of Captain Trou-

bridge, to pass into the Mediterranean, as has already been
1. The judicious manner in which the exchange of the 1 w< i

squadrons was effected, so as to deceive the Spaniards, has also

been related.1 The continued inactive state of the Cadiz fleet

leaves us now at liberty to attend to a small expedition, which
Earl St. Vincent, in the latter end of October, detached against
the island of Minorca.

On the 7th of November Commodore John Thomas Duck-
worth appeared off Minorca with his own ship, the Leviathan

74. Captain Henry Digby, Centaur 74, Captain Thomas Mark-

ham. 44-gun ships Argo, Captain James Bowen, and Dolphin,

Captain Josiah . '-'8-gun frigate Aurora. Captain Thomas
Gordon Canlfield, 20-gun ship Cormorant, Captain Lord Mark

i Williams's Yovage up the Mediterranean, p. 145. 2 See p. 170.
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Robert Kerr, and lG-gun ship-sloop Peterel, Captain Charles

Long; also the armed transports Ulysses, Captain Thomas

Pressland, Calcutta, Captain Richard Poulden, and Coroman-

del, Lieutenant Uobert Simmonds, hired armed cutter Constitu-

tion, Lieutenant John Whiston, and m \ rial merchant transports,

having on board a detachment of troops, commanded by General

the Honourable Charles Stuart, destined for the reduction of the

island.

The squadron brought to within five miles of the port of

Fournella; but, in consccpuence of the wind blowing directly

out of this harbour, the transports proceeded to Addaya creek,

not far distant, accompanied by the Argo, Aurora, and Cormo-
rant. Tn the mean time the two line-of-battle ships, for whom
there was neither space nor depth of water in the creek, kept

plying on and off the harbour of Fournella, in order to create a

diversion in that quarter. As the smaller vessels rounded the

northern point of Addaya creek, a battery of eight 12-pounders
lircd one gun at them

; but, as soon as the Argo and her two
consorts presented their broadskh s to view, the people stationed

at the battery spiked their puns, blew up their magazine, and
fled. The transports, after this, got in without damage, and by
11a.m., landed one battalion of troops, without the slightest

opposition. The men immediately took possession of a neigh-

bouring height ; and, with the assistance of a cannonade from

the three cov< ring ships, drove off two divisions of Spanish troops
that were advancing to regain possession of the battery at the

point. By 6 p.m. the whole of the troops, along with eight

6-pounder field-pieces, two howitzers, and eight days' provisions,

were safe on shore.

On the Bame evening the Leviathan and Centaur, who to

facilitate the disembarkation had anchored just off the entrance

of the creek, weighed, and, with the Argo, turned up to Four-

nella : while the Aurora and Cormorant, with seven transports,

proceeded, by way of diversion, off Port-Mahon. On arriving

off the harbour of Fournella, the commodore found that the

garrison had abandoned the forts; he then, alter directing the

I lentaur and Leviathan to cruise off Fournella and Addaya. to

prevent sue-' nrs from being thrown in. shifted hisbroad-pendant
to the Argo, and, with the able assistance of Captain Bowen,
landed the supplies for the army.

Alter driving off the enemy at Addaya, the troops proceeded
on their march to Mercadal: which they entered without resist-

ance, the Spaniards having retired to Ciudadella, and thence to
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Mahon. On the Oth a detachment of 300 men, tmd< r Colonel

Paget, marched to Mahon. and compelled Fort-Charles to sur-

render; wherehy the colonel was enabled to remove the boom

across the entrance of the harbour, and afford a free passage
from without to the Aurora and Cormorant. The transports

that had been in company with these ships, as well as those left

in Addaya creek, had in the mean time boon removed to Four-

nella, as a more safe and commodious harbour.

Late on the evening of the 11th Commodore Duckworth, who
had Bhifted his broad-pendant back to the Leviathan, and then

lay at anchor in Fournella, received information that four ships
"
supposed to be of the line,

-
' were seen between the islands of

Minorca and Majorca. The commodore instantly put to sea

with the Leviathan, Centaur, and Argo, and the men-of-war

transports, Calcutta, Coromandel, and Ulysses (each ship with

a fifth of her crew on shore), and steered towards Ciudadella.

At daybreak on the 13th, Ciudadella bearing east by south

distant eight or nine miles, five ships were seen from the mast-

head, standing for that port. Chase was instantly given ;
where-

upon the strange squadron, which consisted of the Spanish

40-gun i I lora and Proserpine, and 34-gun frigates Santa-

Pomona, with their prize, the late British sloop
Pet< n 1, captured at noon on the preceding day, hauled to the

wind for Majorca. The Peterel, hauling more up than the re6t,

was pursued and recaptured by the Argo ; while the remainder

of the British ships continued in chase of tin- four Spanish

frigates. At 11 P.M. the Leviathan, taking with her the Cal-

cutta and Dlysses, returned to Ciudadella; as, in the course of

tin- next day, the 14th, did the Centaur and Coromandel, the

Spanish frigates having completely outsailed their pursuers. It

appears that the Spaniards had behaved extremely ill to the

officers and crew of the Peterel, having plundered them of almost

everything. The chief part of the clothes belonging to Captain
however, are represented to have

subsequently recovered. This charge of ill-usage was officially

contradicted in the Madrid Gazette of the 12th of the following

April, but was, aevertl ssentially true.

I'pon bis return, on the morning of the 16th, off Ciudadella,
iinodore 1 Hickworth found that, owing to the active measures

pursued by General Stuart, the town had been summoned on

the 14th, and that on the loth the whole islaLil had surren-

dered on terms of capitulation, without the loss of a single

British subject. The Spanish troops, composing the different
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garrisons on the island, amounted to between 3000 and 4000
men. A great quantity of ordnance and ordnance-stores was
taken in the forts; and in the arsenal at Mahon was found abun-

dance of naval stores. No Spanish ship of war was afloat in

any of the harbours
;
but the keel and stern-frame of a man-of-

war brig was found on the stocks at Port-Mahon, with the

whole of her timbers and rigging, and a part of her clothing.
The vessel was afterwards completed, and launched as the Port-

Alahon. She measured 277 tons, and is now the police-depot
moored off Somerset House. Several gun-boats w< re also taken,
but none of any value. Of merchant-vessels then were three

;

a ship of 540 tons, partly laden with cotton, gum, and drugs, a

ship of 200 tons, in ballast, a xebec of 60 tons, laden with horn,

and four small tartans.

The conduct of the British seamen and marines, that had been

detached from their respective ships to serve on shore, was on

this, as we have shown it to have been on many other occa-

sions, of the most exemplary description ;
so much so, as to call

forth from General Stuart the following written testimonial,

addressed to Lieutenant "William Buchanan, second of the

Leviathan, under whose orders the men had been placed: "I
have the honour to return you, and the gentlemen employed on

Bhore under your command, my sincere thanks for your activity,

zeal, and assistance, in forwarding the light artillery of the

army ;
neither can too much praise be given to the seamen, for

their friendly and cheerful exertions under very hard labour,

exertionswhich were accompanied with a propriety of behaviour

which I greatly attribute to your management, and which will

r merit my acknowledgments."
For his services on this occasion, General Stuart was made a

knight of the hath; hut Commodore Duckworth, who, according
to a letter from Earl St. A'incent to Karl Spencer, expected to

be creab d a baronet, received no mark of royal favour. "With-

out waiting to discuss the merits of the commodore's claims, we
shall merely state, that he found a false friend in him whom he

requested to urge them. Let Earl St. Vincent be judged by his

own words :

" Commodore Duckworth will, I am sure, represent

me as lukewarm to the profession if I do not at least state his

expectations, which, 1 understand from Captain Digby, are, to

be created a baronet. It is certainly very unusual tor a person
detached as he was, under a plan and instruction from his com-

mander-in-chief, from which the circumstances attending the

enterprise did not require the smallest deviation, to be dis-
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tmguished in the manner he looks for. Tery different was tho

>f General Stuart, who received his instructions from the

secretary of the war department, and was himself a commander-
in-chief" 1 Had Captain Brenton, whom no one can accuse of

being
" lukewarm'* in Earl St. Vincent's cause, instead of pub-

lishing this letter, thrown it into the tire, he would have escaped
the charge so expressively conveyed in the poet's deprecation,
" Save me from my friends !"

So much had the Camperdown defeat damped the energies
and crippled the resources of the Dutch, that no fleet which
tin y could assemble dared to show itself outside of the Texel.

Nor, even were every one of the 16 ships that had met Admiral

Duncan restored to her station in the Eatavian line, would the

aggregate force have been able to contend against the united

fleets, which now cruised between Holland and England. The
command of the British North-sea fleet stdl remained with

Admiral Lord Duncan ; who had under his orders 16 sail of the

line (four 74s and twelve 64s), besides more than double that

number of 50-gun ships, frigates, and sloops. The BussianYice-

admfral Mackaroff cruised also on the same station, with 10 sail

of the line, of which number seven were 74-gun ships.

Light Squadrons and Single Sh>

On the 3rd of January, at 6 a.m., the British armed sloop or

tender, George, of six guns (3 or 4 pounders) and 40 men, com-

manded by Lieutenant Michael Mackey, being on her passage
from Demerara to Martinique, discovered on her lee bow, and at

once bore down upon, two sail, which proved to be Spanish

privateers; one, a cutter, of 12 guns and 109 men, the other a

schooner, of six guns and 68 men. An action immediately
commenced between the George, then on the starboard, and the

two privateers on the larboard tack. At the expiration of 40

minutes, the two latter evinced an intention to board. The helm
of the George was instantly put a-lee, in order to preserve the

weather-gage : but the Bloop unfortunately missed stays, and, in

the act of wearing, fell on board the cutter. The schooner

having now gained a position on the George's weather-quarter,
both vessels immediately grappled the sloop, and made two

vigorous but unsuccessful attempts to board. Having, in these

assaults, killed the George's sailing-master and seven men, and

wounded her commander and 10 men, the two privateers, at the

1
Brenton, vol. ii., p. 348.
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third attempt, carried the British, vessel
;
but not without having

paid dearly for their victory, their united loss amounting to 32

men killed, and many more wounded.
A more heroic defence than this little affair exhibits has

seldom been witnessed. The George, at the moment her

colours were struck, had lost more than half of her crew; that

crew having been originally less by three-fourths than the

number of her opponents.
On the 5th of January, at 11 p.m., Ushant bearing east-

north-east distant 94 leagues, the British 18-pounder
1
40-gun

frigate Pomone, Captain Robert Carthew Bcynolds, steering to

the eastward with a fresh breeze at west-south-west, crossed a

ship standing under easy sail to the north-west. Chase was in-

stantly given; and, as the stranger, deceived probably by the

thickness of the weather as to the Pomone's strength, made no

effort to escape, the two ships were presently alongside. An
action now commenced; norwas it until the strange ship, whose

force was onlj 26 guns, had lost her mizenmast, and received

eight shots between wind and water, that her crew called out

for quarter.
Possession was forthwith taken of the Cheri privateer, from

Nantes, < laptain Chassin, mounting, on her main or single deck,

twenty-six long L2, l"\ and 24 pounders, mixed, with a comple-
ment of 230 ni' n : <>f whom L5, including her gallant commander,
were killed, and 19 wounded. The privateer's lire had done

seme injury to the Pomone, having killed one ami \\ ounded four

of her nun ; and, besides cutting away much of her standing

ing, had 30 damaged the fore ami main masts, thai it be-

came necessary for their immediate preservation to fish them.

As soon as the prisoners had been shifted, and the Pomone's

carpenters had plugged the principal Bhot-holes in the prize, the

Pomone pn pared to bal e her in tow: when the officer in com-

mand hailed thai she was sinking. All the boats of the frigate

went immediately to the < Iheri's assistanee
;
but no efforts could

Bave her. Seme, ly had the Pomone's people and the wounded
been taken from her, than the Cheri sank alongside; affording

an indubitable proof that her unfortunate crew had not called

for quarter until every hope of success had fled.

On the 8th of January, at daylight, the Burlings bearing east

di-tant 50 leagues, the British L8-gun brig-sloop Kingfisher

(6-pounders), Captain Charles Herbert Pierrcpont, discovered

on her weather-quarter a strange ship, which soon afterwards
1 See p. 118.
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1 ore up and stood towards her. At a.m. the Kingfisher
f.nkrd; and at 9 h. 30 m. a.m. the stranger, which was the

French privateer Betsey, of 16 French 6-ponnders, hoisted her

colours and began firing. The Kingfisher, then on the opposite

tack, opened her fire in passing ;
the Betsey did the same; but

the cannonade was too distant to be very effective. The Betsey
then wore round

;
and the Kingfisher, being unable to gain the

weather-gage, shortened sail, in order that her opponent might

get abreast other. The Betsey was presently alongside to wind-

ward, and a smart action ensued. Alter it had continued for an

hour and a quarter, the Kingfisher's jib-boom was shot away,
and the Betsey, taking advantage of that, and of the prevailing

light wind, ran ahead under all sail, firing her stern-chasers as

s i as she could bring them to bear. Another jib-boom

having been got out, and the wind freshening, the Kingfisher
was enabled, by 1 p.m., to overtake her opponent, and renewthe
action The latter held out for half an hour longer, and then

surrendered.

In this well-contested and mutually creditable action, the

Kingfisher sustained but very trifling damage in hull, rigging.

or sails ; and. out of a complement of 120 men and boys, ha

iy one man slightly wounded. The Betsey, out of a comple-
ment of 118, lost one seaman killed, her first and second cap-

tains, and six seamen wounded, three of them mortally, and tie

remainder badly.
< »n the lGth of January, early in the morning, as the British

20-gun sliip Babet, Captain Jammett Mainwaring, was cruising

about midwaybetween the islands of Martinique and Dominique,
an armed schooner was observed standing towards her. Soon

afterwards the wind died away : and the schooner, having made
ou1 the Babet to be a man-of-war, took to her sweeps and rowed
off. This afforded to Mr. Samuel Bym, first-lieutenant of the

si iip. an opportunity of volunteering an attempt to capture the

schooner by the boats. Accordingly Lieutenant Bym, with tho

pinnace and launch, containing between them 24 men, proceeded
the service.

After rowing four hours, and reaching a distance of thre<

leagues from the ship, the boats arrived within gun-shot of the

schooner, who immediately opened her fire upon them. The

pinnace, having out-pulled the launch, was the first boat along-

side. Lieutenant Bym and his 12 men at once boarded, and in

spite of a very strenuous opposition, carried the schooner. She

proved to be the Desiree, of six carriage-guns (4 -pounders, pro-
VOL. II. Q
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bably) and 46 men; of whom she had three killed, eight

drowned, and L5 badly wounded. The pinnace sustained a loss

of one seaman killed, one marine drowned, a midshipman, Mr.

Aslinhurst, and four seamen badly wounded, and Lieutenant

Pym and the remainder of his boat's crew slightly wounded.
The launch, much to the regret of those on hoard of her, did

not reach the schooner till her colours were in the act of being
struck. Few enterprises of this description, bold as they com-

monly are, exhibit so much gallantly as the capture of the

Desiree schooner.

On the 23rd of January, in latitude 50° north, longitude 12°

west, the British 36-gun frigate Melampus, Captain Graham

.Moore, came up with and engaged the French corvette Volage,
of 22 guns (twenty long 8s and two long L8s) and 105 nun

;

which, after a short but close action, struck her colours. The

Melampus had two men mortally and three dangerously

wounded; the Volage, lour killed and eight wound< d.

The prize, although a national ship, had been lent to certain

merchants of Nantes, and by them been tit ted out as a cruiser.

Her commander, M. Desagent aux, according to his own account,
was a capitaine de frigate, and his officers also appear to have

belonged to the national marine
; but, in the present instance.

they all had a conge, or furlough for three month-, to i liable

them to serve on board a ship, then in the temporary employ of

private individuals. The Volage was a tine corvette measuring
523 tons, and was added to the British navy as a 20-gun

ship.

<>:i tie' 3rd of February, al daylight, Vigo bearing east dis-

tant about 17 leagues, the British L4-gun brig-sloop, Speedy,

(4-pounders), Captain Eugh Downman, discovered a strange

brig, with all sail set, bearing down on her. This was the

i'i' neh privatei r Papillon, a large brig of 360 tons, mounting
II guns (bul pierced lor L8), four of them described as long 12s,

and the remainder long 8-pounders, with a crew of 160 men.
Ai ". p.m. the Papillon, being about half a mile from the Speedy,
hauled to the wind, and opened her fire. Whereupon the Speeds
. iade Bail to cloi . i Dgaging her adversary until 5 h. 30 m. p.m.:

when the latter tacked and stood off. The Speedy also

about and continu I to engage until 7 h. 80 m. p.m.
;
when the

Papillon, profiting by her superiority of sailing and the light-

ness of the wind. go1 out of gun-shot. Owing to the greal

swell that prevailed, the Speedy received no other injury than a

shot through her foretopmast, and some damage to her rigging.
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It now fell calm, and the two vessels, in spite of every effort at

the Speedy';; sweeps, separaied.
At midnight the privateer fired several guns at, and ultimately

recaptured, a brig which the Speedy had the day before taken

the Spaniards; and on board of which the master, Mr.

Marshall, with 12 seamen, had been placed. No sooner, how-

ever, did these discover what fate was awaiting them, than, first

battening below the L2 Spaniards that were on board, Mr.

Marshall and his men took to their boat, and fortunately reached

their vessel, although she was four leagues to windward.

On the 4th, at daylight, came a breeze of wind, that enabled

Speedy to fetch up to her antagonist. At 8 a.m. the latter,

_ within gun-shot, tacked and made sail, rowing at the same
time with her sweeps. The chase was continued without effect

until noon ; when the Papillon, finding that she had the heels

of the British vessel, shortened sail, wore, and stood towards

with a red flag flying at the maintopgallantmasl head.

At half an hour after noon, having again got within gun-shot,
the Speedy recommenced the engagement with the wind upon
The larboard quarter. At 2 r.M., just as the privateer's tin-

_ !i to slacken and the Speedy was about to lay her on

board, tin- former wore, ami came to the- wind on the starboard

tack : but, finding the Speedy close upon her starboard quarter,
the Papillon took the advantage of Hie Speedy's braces and

bow-lims being shot away, and put before the wind under all

sail. The Speedy immediately wore after her
; the two vessels

firing musketry at each other for 20 minutes. The chase was

continued, with every sail the Speedy could set, until 7 p.m. : by
which time the Papillon had run herself completely out of sight.

The Speedy then hauled to the wind, making short tacks all

night, in the hope to fall in with her prize. Fortunately day-
on tli'- 5th showed the- latter to windward; and, at 10 a.m.

the brig was retaken with 10 Frenchmen on board, part of the

f the Papillon.
T!p Speedy lost one lieutenant (Piichard Dutton), her boat-

swain, and three- seamen killed, and four badly wounded. The
on board tli.- Papillon, although from her discontinuing the

gem ni in all likelihood severe, could not of course be

ascertained
; especially as the captured portion of her crew had

quitted her on the previous night. From the decided disparity
of force in this action, tin- result, although a trophilesE one to

the British brig, was highly creditable to the bravery and disci-

pline of her officers and crew. The Speedy had received sc
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much damage in her masts, bowsprit, main-boom, and Bpars

generally, as well as in her rigging, both standing and running,
that she was compelled to put into Lisbon to refit.

On the 25th of February, at 7 a.m., Cromer, bearing west-

south-west, distant 16 leagues, the British hired armed cutter

Rfarquis-Cobourg, of twelve 4-pounders and 66 men and boys,
Lieutenant Charles Webb, alter a nine hours* chase and a run
of 100 miles, during half the time before a hard sale of wind at

west-north-west, came up with the French lugger-privateer

Revanche, of 16 guns and 62 men: and to a smart fire from
whose musketry and stern-chasers the Cobourg had been ex-

posed for the last two hours of the nine. A spirited action now
ensued, during which the lugger made two attempts to board

the cutter, but was repulsed. After a two hours' running fight,

close alongside, a well-directed broadside from the Cobourg
shot away the Revanche's main and mizen masts by the hoard.

and also her fore-yard: whereupon the privateer's men called

for quarter.
Xo sooner was the Revanche taken possession of, than she

was found to 1"- sinking, the effects of more than 40 shots which
the lugg< r had received between wind and water. The utmost

promptitude was used in shifting the prisoners, and getting
back the Cobourg'8 people, who had been placed in possession;
nor Mas it without the utmost difficulty that the whole were
saved from going to the bottom in the prize. The Cobourg
had sustained considerable damage in her spars. Bails, and rig-

ging; Imi was fortunate enough to escape with only two men
wounded. Her tire, on the other hand, had killed seven, and
wounded eigbl men belonging to the lugger, described as the

largest thai sailed ou1 of Calais.

On the 22nd of March, at 7 a.m.. as the British 74-gun ship
( 'anada, I laptain Sir John Borlase Warren, 44-gun frigate Anson.

Captain Philip Charles Durham, and 38-gun frigate Phaeton,

Captain the Honourable Roberl Stopford, were cruising aboul

eight leagues to the westward of Pomte-Bousonirez, coast oi

Prance, with a moderate breeze at north-north-east, the Anson
discovered a strange ship in the east quarter, standing to th(

southward. This was the French 36-gun frigate Charente,

Captain Alain-Adelaide-Marie Bruilhac, a few days from

Rochefort, bound to Cayenne, with 193 unfortunate people,
banished for their political sins to that unhealthy climate.

The chase continued throughout the day, with light and
variable breezes; and at I h. 30 m. a.m. on the 23rd, the Phaeton
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.
• oear enough to open a fire on the Charente; who, after

returning the fire with her stem-chasers, hauled up for the

channel dee Graves, or southern passage into the river G-ironde.

This change of course brought the Charente within the range
of the Canada's guns ;

and several broadsides were interchang
until about 4 a.m., when the < lanada struck on a sand-bank, and
remained fast.

The
'

-

signal for assistance occasioned a discontinuance of

the chase by the Phaeton and Anson: and the Charente, after

grounding on the <

(lives, and being obliged, in consequence, to

throw the greater part if not the Avhole of her guns overboard,
reached the river <>f Bordeaux. What loss, if any, the Charente
sustained by the fire of the Phaeton and Canada, we are unable

tte ; but we believe the ship was greatly damaged by get-

ting on shore : not, however, to the extent, as Sir .John Warren
in his public letter states, of "being bilged,"' or the French

frigate would have remained where she had struck, instead of

sailing again on a cruise as the Charente subsequently did.

The Canada remained on a sand-bank about two hours and a

half: when, having started 20 tons of water and being favoured

by the rise of the tide, the ship floated off, making 14 inches of

water per hour.

Great credit was undoubtedly due to Captain Eruilhac, for

ersevering, and, as we have seen, successful efforts to save

his ship from capture by a force so superior : and we are a little

surprised that no account of the escape of the Charente should

have found its way into any French naval work, especially as

the French minister of marine made a public boast of the Cha-
rent "s performance.
On the- 17th of April, the British king's schooner Becovery,

of ten 3-pounders, and from 40 to 50 men and boys, commanded
Lieutenant William Boss, being on a cruise in the West

Indii s. fell in with the French privateer-schooner Revanche,
of 10, believed to have been 4 pounders, and 54 men, commanded

by Citizen Antoine Martin. The latter hove to for the Recovery,
who was to windward, and reserved her fire until she got within

pistol-shot. At the end of a 4o minutes' mutual cannonade,
the Revanche, having had all her sails but the standing-jib cut

to pieces, attempted to escape by the aid of her sweeps; but

the Recovery, having her sails perfect, easily kept way with

her antagonist, and at length compelled the Revanche to sur-

xene' r.

The French privateer had three men killed and nine wounded,
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four ot them dangerously. The Recovery did not have a man
hurt, and suffered no greater damage than one gun dismounted
and a few small shut in her masts. Lieutenant Ross describes

his crew as consisting chiefly of young and inexperienced boys
and Lids, and yel declares that their conduct would have done
honour to the most experienced seamen.

On the 7th of May, as the British 14-gun brig-sloop Victo-

rieuse, Captain Edward Stirling Dickson, was passing to

leeward of Guadeloupe, having in charge the trade from

Trinidad to St. Kitfs. two French privateers, a schooner of L2

guns and 80 men, and a sloop of six guns and 50 men, bore

down for the purpose of carrying the brig by boarding. Th<

Victorieuse soon compelled the sloop, which was the Brutus,

Captain Rousel, to strike her colours, with a loss of four killed

and four wounded. < hving to < Saptain Dickson's not being able

to chase far from Ins convoy, the schooner effected her escape;
but evidently with considerable damage, and no doubt a pro-

portionate loss. The Yictorieuso sustained no loss whatever.
We do not know the calibers of the guns of these privateers,

but, taking the number of men on board each as a guide, wi

should consider that the guns were 4, or, at most, fi pounders.
With respect to the \ [ctorieuse, she was an anomaly as a

14-gun brig. Her establishment of guns and men, as ordered
for her on the 6th of October, L795, soon after her capture from

the French, were twelve long Impounders, and two 36-poundei
carronades, with a crew of L30 men and boys: and the size ot

the Victorieuse perhaps justified t lie arm. ment, as she measured
349 tons. \ contemporary describes the Victorieuse as mount-

ing in this action "fourteen 6-pounders ;"
'

against this state-

ment we have nothing to offer, but the admiralty-order fixing
the l'ii-' establi jhment.

Although Bomewhal out of chronological order, we will her<

narrate another creditable performance by Captain Dixon and
those nude!' bis command.
On the •"•nl of December, at 2 a.m., the Victorieuse and 14-gun

brig-sloop Zephyr, Captain William Champain, having received

mi board, by order of Colonel Picton, commanding at Trinidad,
a major and K) nun of the Sorb Rangers, landed the troops,

along with a party of seamen near tlie river Caribo, in the island

of Margarita, in order to attack the forts (how many, or of whi

force, does not appear in the official letter) in the rear, while the

two brigs cannonading them in front; but, at daylight, tho
1 Brenton, vol. i., p. 441.
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Spanish commandant sent to beg the British not to fire, a

would give them immediate possession. This he did; and the

guns were brought off, and the troops re-embarked. The two

brigs then made sail for the port of Gurupano, on the same

island, and at 4 p.m. arrived there. I Ibserving a French priva-

teer in the harbour, Captain Dickson sent in a flag of truce, to

>ay to the commandant of the fort, that the British were deter-

mined to take out the privateer, and warning him not to fire at

them. The commandant replied that he would protect tho

I. which was the Couleuvre, of six guns and SO men, and

that the British should give him up the guns they had taken at

Rio-( laribe.

No time was no^ to be lost; and, having landed Major Lau-

rcil with thi troops, also 30 seamen detached from the two brigs,
and commanded by Lieut nants William Case and M'Een-

soy, Captain Dickson anchored with the Victorieuse and Zephyr,
and opened a smart fire on both forts, one of which mounted
lour, the other two guns. In 10 minutes the troops and seamen,
amounti] ther to no more than 7" men, carried the low r

fort; and immediately the Spanish flag at the upper fort was
hauled down and replaced by a French one. At the end of five

minutes more, tin's fort also surrendered. The number of men
that garrisoned the two forts was estimated at 300; and who,
as well as the crew of the privateer, effected their escape. The
Couleuvre and the guns on shore were carried off, and the forts

destroyed. The casualties to the British were two men killed

and two wounded, and some slight damage to the masts and

rigging of the Yietorien

< >n the 1th of May, at 4 a.m., as a small British squadron,

composed of the 38-gun frigate. Arethusa, Captain Thomas Wol-

ley, 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Niger, Captain Edward Griffith,

and !!-gun ship Argo, Captain James Bowen, was cruising off

the mouth of th" river Seine, a fishing-boat pulled alongside
the Argo, and was found to have on board Captain Sir Sidney
Smith. Lieutenant John Westley Wright, and two French gi n-

ilemen, one of whom was Sir Sidney's particular friend, 3Ir.

I'helipeaux. This party had effected their escape from the

temple at Paris, by means, as it would appear, of a forged ordi r

of removal to another prison, planned and executed by Mr.

Phelipeaux. 83
-

Iney and his companions proceeded sti.

to Rouen ; and. embarking there in a boat, reached the British

Bquadron as already related. The moment he learnt who were
the persons received out of the French fishing-boat, Captain
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Wolley directed Captain Bowcn to part company for England ;

and on the 6th, in the evening, the Argo came to at Spithead.
On the lGth of June the British 12-pounder .°)2-gun frigate

Aurora, Captain Henry Ligby, cruising off the bay of Curmes
'.'ii the north-west coast of Spain, sent two of her boats, under
the orders of Lieutenant Henry Lloyd, to destroy sonic vessels

which had just run in there for shelter. The boats, covered in

their approach by the frigate, succeeded in burning a brigantine
laden with hemp and iron, and in scuttling a schooner laden

with various merchandise, and got back to the Aurora with

three men wounded, two of them slightly, by musketry from the

village or town at the bottom of the bay, and by a wall-piece
mounted on an adjacent height.
On the 19th, while standing in for Cape Prior, in thick hazj

weather, with the wind from the westward, the Aurora dis-

covered an enemy's ship, carrying 18 or 20 guns, and 1iv<-

merchant brigs, standing along the land to the eastward, in the

direction of the harbour of Cedeira
;
which, at about 4 p.m.,

the armed ship and convoy all entered. The Aurora imme-

diately stood in after the vessels, and at 4 h. 30 m. opened a fort

on the north-east side of the town; which, as well as the ship,
now with French colours dying, commenced a fire upon the

Aurora. This the frigate promptly returned, but, soon losing
the wind and being nearly land-locked, found it necessary, witli

the way she still possessed, to tack, and stand out. At about
<; p.m., the Aurora, by towing and sweeping, got out of the

harbour without damage or loss; having left two of the brigs on

shore, the corvette or privateer at the extremity of the,harbour,
and the f"'i damaged, and, it was thought, silenced.

( »n the 22nd the Aurora, being then on the south shore of the

bay of Biscay, off Cape ."Wachichicao, chased a ship, apparently
a corvette or privateer of 20 guns, scudding before a north-west

wind. At about •'! h. 30 m. p.m., on discovering 1he Aurora
to be a frigate, the ship hauled in for the land, and, hoisting
French colours, anchored with three cables ahead in an opening
under a fori at or near to a place called Baquio. At 4 p.m. the

Aurora brought to within half gun-shot of the ship, and opened

upon her so well-directed and effectual afire, that by the fourth

broadside her cables and masts were shot away, and she soon

afterwards drifted on shore, the sea making a lair breach over her.

The British frigate now made sail, to weather the eastern land,

and at length succeeded, carrying out from 13 to 19 fathoms

water, the fort firing at her all the while, but without effect.
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'n the 21st of June, at daybreak, his Britannic majesty's

packet Princess Royal, Captain John Skinner, of six guns (two
6e and four 4s) and 32 men and buys, exclusive of L7 passen-

- nine days from Falmouth, on her way to New York with a

mail, foil in with the French brig-privateer Aventurier, of 16 guns

(fourteen long 4-pounders. and two 12-pounder carronades) and

•n and boys. At 5 a.m. the privateer made sail after the

packet; who, on her part, crowd, d all sail to get away, but

without much effect, the prevailing light air and smooth sea

giving an advantage to the former in the use of her numerous

3. At 7 p.m. the Aventurier. hoisting English colours,

fired a shot, which the Princess Eoyal returned. The privateer
fired another shot, and then dropped in the wake of the packet,

intending to defer the attack until daylight.
< In the 22nd, at 3 h. 30 ni. a.m., the Aventurier came sud-

denly up within pi>tol-shot, and fired a broadside, accompanied

by musketry. This the' Princess EoyaL haying brought five of

her six .^uns. including the two ''-pounders, to bear on one side.

returned with spirit. One of the 6-pounders was commanded

by a lieutenant, who was going out to join the b'4-gun ship St.

Albans: and the male- passengers kej it 14 muskets in constant

use. < aptain Skinner was unable to use one, having lost his

right arm on board a frigate in the former war. After a two
hours' engagement, the Trench privateer took to her sweeps and

rowed off. Une of the packet's C-pounders Mas now brought
to bear as a stern-chase)-, and struck the privateer twice in the

counter, to the evident confusion of the people on board. At
:. the- privateer being entirely out of gun-shot, the packet
d firing, and commenced repairing her damages, which
rather serious. Her sails and rigging were much cut, also

her Bpare spars and boats: several round shot had struck the

hull, and one large one had entered the counter; but yet the

Trincess Royal had not a man hurt. On board the privateer,
were CO English and American prisoners. From some of th< Be

it was afterwards ascertained, that the Aventurier had all her

tfl shot through and her sails and rigging much cut—had
received l'J shot in her hull below the wales, and sustained a

loss of two men killed and four wounded. Her injuries, indeed,

were so great, that the privateer was compelled to break

up her cruise and return to Bordeaux to refit. Such a result

did great credit to the skill, as well as gallantry, of the packet's
crew

;
nor must we omit to state that, when all the 4-pound

cartridges were consumed, Captain Skinner's sister and her
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maid employed themselves in the bread-room in making new
ones.

On the 26th of June, at 4 p.m., the British 38-gun frigate

Seahorse, Captain Edward James Foote, cruising off the coast

of Sicily, fell in with the French 36-gun frigate Sensible, Cap-
tain Bourd^. Being charged with despatches, and having the

general of division Baraguay-d'Hilliers and his suite, with a

quantity of valuables on hoard, which she had brought from

Malta and was carrying to Toulon, the Sensible crowded sail to

escape. The chase, t lie hitter part of it a running fight, con-

tinued until 4 a.m. on the 27th; when, the island of Pantellaria

bearing west-north-west distant 12 leagues, the Seahorse came

up with the Sensible. A close action now commenced, and con-

tinued for eight minutes; when the Sensible, having, besides

much damage in her masts and rigging, received several shot in

her hull, 36 of them between wind and water, and sustained a

severe loss in killed and wounded, hauled down her colours.

The Seahorse, out of a complement, including some seamen

belonging to the Culloden, of 292 men and hoys, had one sea-

man and one drummer killed, her first-lieutenant (David Wil-

mot, slightly), 13 seamen, one corporal, and one private of

marines wounded. According to the British official account,

the Sensible, out of a crew, including a few passengers, of 300,

had is men killed, her first and second captains, and .".") men
wounded; hut. according to the French accounts, the Sensible's

loss amounted to 25 killed, and 55 wounded.

The fact, that the Seahorse moulded 46 guns, consisting of

long 18 and :> pounders, and (14 it appears) 32-pounder carron-

ades, and the Sensible, 36 guns, consisting of long I- and 6

pounders, and (four, we believe) brass 36-pounder carronades,
renders it tolerably certain that, even had the French hi ;ate

been quite free to acl on the offensive, the superiority of her

opponent's force would have led to a, defeat. The Sensible's

heavy loss, too, proves that she did not surrender until she had

fell the effects of thai superiority ;
and yet the French ministei

of marine thus publicly notices the capture of the Sensible: "It.

IS time that the navy should know, that it is not enough to

justify the loss of a ship, that it surrenders only to superior

force; it is necessary thai a. Long, an obstinate, and a terrible

resistance should alleviate the sorrow of a defeat, and soften the

regret of the republic. The executive directory will not suffer

themselves to be seduced by any consideration repugnant to this

determination, which I now communicate to you. !t will give
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ntidence only to officers who shall deserve it by their talents

and conrag We think we could point out some instances

of French captures to -which this spirited denunciation more

suitably applies than to the case of the Seahorse and Sensible.

A better feeling, however, appears afterwards to have pre-

vailed. General Baraguay-d'Hilliers succeeded in convincing
the directory that the French frigate had been bravely defended

against a very superior force, and had been surrendered only
when no other alternative remained. In consequence of this, a

court-martial was ordered upon Captain Bourde. It sat at

Toulon, and honourably acquitted him. In this instance a clear

i ^position of the relative force of the ships, and a compliment
to the behaviour of the weaker combatant, in the British official

account, might have prevented the French directory from pass-

ing so unnierii sure upon a brave officer.

According I
- extracts from tin- French journals of No-

vember, IT'.'T. tie Sensible, with the 38-gun frigate Junon,

;
;u "con "i- which may be Anglicised 28-gun frigate)

Brune, 20-gun ci Fauvette, and 14-gun brig Railleur, had
. hired by rs Petit and company, merchants oi

Toulon. As this may elucidate what we had occasion to say
en this sub;- ormer pap-, we shall give a translated

abstract of the charter-party.
" These five vessels, well known

for their superior sailing, belong to the navy of the republic, and
at present a Doulon: they form part of those which the

government has left for the purpose of cruising, upon conditions,
uf which the pru tt< se: the vessels to be completely
fitted out by the gov rnment ; the freighters being only obliged
to provide for and pay the crew. The cost of revictualling and

hing at anyplace to be also at the charge of the freighters ;

but the . : repairs of masts, for cordage, ordnance, and
ordnance stores, to be defrayed by the republic. The freighters
to propose the commanders, who must be approved by the

minister of marine'. The freighters to choose the station for

cruising, and the places at which the vessels are to stop. The
net prodi be prizes to be divided as follows: one-third to

the crew, and a third of the remaining two-thirds to the republic.
The sale of the prizes to be confided to the freighters. It. during
the existence of any such contract, or hiring, peace should be

concluded between the belligerent powers, and the freighters
should not have covered their advance, the vessels in use shall

continue at their disposal for any commercial expedition. Any
dispute that may arise to be referred to arbitration." The
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Egyptian expedition had seemingly restored all the hired ships

to the owners, the French republic.

Earl St. A'incent, when the Seahorse joined the fleet with her

prize, manned the Sensible with six sailors from each ship, and

had her completely equipped for sea in twelve hours. The

admiral, also, made a commander of Lieutenant Wilmot, and

appointed him to the Alliance frigate-flute. Among the effects

found on hoard the Sensible at her capture, was a brass cannon

formerly taken from the Turks, and which Louis XIV. had pre-

sented to the knights of Malta
;
also a gilt silver model of a

galley. After her arrival at Spithead in the following February,
ihe Sensible, on account probably of her age and weakness, was
not flttcd out as a cruising-frigate : as a troop-ship, however,
she became useful for some years.
When Rear-admiral Sercey arrived at the Isle of France in

June, L796,
1 and during his subsequent stay there, the 36-gun

frigate Preneuse and ship-corvette Brule-Gucule were absent on

a cruise in the bfosambique channel. Hence it Avas only on his

return to Port Louis from Batavia in February, 1797, that he-

was joined by those two ships. With his force thus augmented
to seven frigates and a large corvette, the rear-admiral sailed

from the Isle of France in the latter end of the summer, having
on board the troops, in number, including the artillery, very few

short of 1000, that had accompanied the two agents from

Prance ;
and which troops the French squadron was now carry-

in- to Batavia, ostensibly to succour the Dutch, but in reality to

rid the colony of their presence, they having already attempted
to excite an insurrection among the blacks. Rear-admiral

Sercey carried the troops to their destination, disembarked them

there, and r< turned to the Isle of France, without any occur-

rence of consequence.
<>n the L9th of January, 1798, two ambassadors from Tippoo

Saib arrived at the Isle of France, to solicit succours. They
were accompanied by a Frenchman named Debay, as an inter-

preter, and by another Frenchman named Ribaud; who having,
in the latter end of L796, with the privateer he commanded.

been forced by stress of weather into Mangalore, was arrested

and thrown into prison. Questioned soon afterwardsbyTippoo
as to the inclination and means possessed by France to second

him in the war whirh he meditated against the British, Riband,
in order to obtain bis liberty, exaggerated the resources of the

republic, and assured the sultan, not only that he might, on the

i vol. I., p. 394.
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part of Franco, reckon upon a powerful co-operation, but that

th( re were already at the Isle of France an immense body of

troops which only waited his orders. These reports of the wily
Frenchman determined Tippoo to commence hostilities, and led,

•i- we shall hereafter see, to his ruin.

The principal part of the troops on the island had already

transported to Batavia. All therefore that the governor
could now do, was to forward to France, with the utmost expe-
dition, the letters from Tippoo Saib. Accordingly the frigates
A'ertu and Regeneree were ordered npon this service

;
the 1

commanded, as before, by Captain Willaumez, the former by
Commodore Magon, late of the Preneuse ; and who. at the par-
ticular desire of Sear-admiral Sercey, had exchanged with Cap-
tain FHermite. These two frigates Bet sail from the Isle of

France on the 23rd of January, but, unfortunately for an object
that required despatch, not by themselves. Early in the month
two ships belonging to the Philippine Company, laden with silk,

indigo, spices, and ether precious merchandise, to the estimated

value of four millions of piastres, had arrived at Fort Louis from
Manilla. For 60,000 piastres, the colonial government agreed

mveythese galleons to Spain ;
and, with the two heavy-sail-

ing hulks in company, the A'ertu and Regeneree proceeded on
their voyage.
We will now relate an exploit performed in the quarter whence

these two richly-laden ships had recently arrived ; an exploit in

some degree connected with the proceedings of Rear-admiral

Sercey's squadron, inasmuch as it owed its success to a simula-

tion of two of his ships.
< »n the 5th of January the Eriti>h

sjun frigate Sibylle, Captain Edward Cooke, and 12-pounder
32-gun frigate Fox, Captain Pulteney Malcolm, sailed from the
road of Macao, for the purpose of reconnoitring the Spanish
lor,;,- in the Philippines, and. in particular, to endeavour to

- 38 th< msel >f two richly-laden ships supposed to be

.;.• ready to sail from Manilla, the capital of the island of

Luconia. < »n the llth the two frigates made the island, and on
the l'-'tli. while coasting down it with French colours flying,

captured a smallTeasel from the port off which tiny were bound
After taking out of her 3900 dollars, and ascertaining from her

master that, of the Spanish squadron, reported by him to e<

of four sail of the line and four frigates, in Cavita, the port be-

longing to the city of Manilla, one ship only of each class was
in a state to put to sea. Captain Cooke allowed the vessel to

proceed on her voyage. Tt being intended to pass for two fri-
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gates of M. Sercey's squadron, the Sibylle, we presume, for the

Seine, and the Fox for the Prudente or Etdgi i^ivc, the two

captains began taking measures to disguise their ships.
On the 13th, at about 8 p.m., everything being ready, the

Sibylle and Fox entered the baj of Manilla, and. passing the

small island of Corrigidore, whereon the signal-house stands,
without detection, came to an anchor at about 11 p.m. in 14

fathoms, each ship keeping the topsails at her mast-heads, to

be ready for a sudden start. On the 14th, at 5h. 30m. a.m.,

the two frigates weighed, and, hoisting French colours, began
working up the bay. At sunrise three gun-boats made their

appearance to leeward, also bound up the bay. At 9 a.m. the

Pox opened the ships in Cavita road, which were Been toconsisl

of three sail of the line and three frigates: of the six ships, four

were without masts, and the remaining two, with only their

lower masts in. The road of Cavita was about three miles dis-

tant from the leading frigate, the Fox
;
and, at 11 a.m.. when

the latter was about the same distance from the town of Manilla,

lying nearly becalm! d, a Spanish guard-boat, rowingtwelve oars,
and having a crew of fifteen officers and men, including the

second captain of the 34-gun frigate Maria-de-la-Cabeya, at

anchor in Cavita, came on board, to inquire what ships the

strangers were, and whence they came. Mr. Bernard, the pilot

ofthe Fox, and who spoke French and Spanish, informed the

visiting officer thai the two frigates belonged to M. Sercey's

squadron: thai thej had been cruising on the COasI of China,

and that, the crews being siekly. they were come to Manilla for

refreshment, as will as to form a junction with the Spanish

squadron, a pari of which, a hope was expressed, would accom-

pany them to sea. The Spanish captain said, in reply, that he
had bet ii directed by the governor to acquainl them that their

wants should be supplied; bul that he believed none ofthe

ships in the porl could DO gol ready in less than two months, as

they were in want of every species of stores, and their crews

sickly.

At this momenl Captain Cooke came on board, and Captain
Malcolm introduced him as Commodore Latour; a name that,

as the Spanish captain was doubtless as ignorant of thai

b as the two British captains, answered as well as any other.

To tli" new commodore many qn< Btions were put ;
and. ha\ ing

in full recollection the ability he had about four years before

displayed at Toulon, we can have DO doubt that Captain Cooke

acted his part to the lit". A very interesting, and, to one of the
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at least, very instructive conversation ensued, and lasted

nearly an hour, during which the ceremony of drinking success

to the united exertions of the Spaniards and French against the

British was not forgotten. Having pumped everything they

atcd out of their unsuspecting guest, and observing other

boats approaching from the shore, Captains Cooke and Malcolm

known who they really were. The Spanish captain nearly

fainted with astonishment; but a bumper of Madeira, coupled

with an assurance that he should not be detained as a prisoner,

recovered him.

niiin.' the two boats had pulled alongside. One was

Admiral Don Martin Alaba's barge, rowing 20 oars with 23

•fficers and men, including the governor's nephew; the other a

felucca, rowing 20 oars, with 23 officers and men, and among
them one of Admiral Alaba's aides-de-camp, bringing compli-

nts of congratulation on the b if< arrival of their friends the

French, with information, that all the latter could want or wish

would be supplied ;
and that launches, with anchors and cables

to assist the frigates into the harbour, were getting ready.

\^ bood i

- th<
l isitors had joined their friends in the

Fox's cabin, no other point being now to be gained by deception,

they abo wen- made acquainted with the ruse that had been

played off upon them. If they were surprised and mortified at

first, tin rear-admiral and his suite were still more so on wit-

nessing, as they soon did, the success of another part of the

plan. se» happily conceived and executed by their enterprising

enemies. While, for instance, this farce was enacting in the

cabin, tin/ Spanish bo. ws had been handed to the deck

low. A party of British seam* n then exchanged clothes with

them, ami, stepping into the Spanish boat, pushed off, in com-

pany with sonic of tin- boats belonging to the two frigati
-

towards three Spanish irun-boats, that lay just without the river

leading to the town. The people in the gun-boats, being taken

by surprise, were unable to resist the impetuosity of the British

boarders, and actually surr< udered, without a trigger's being

pulled. One boat was No. 31. of 30 oars, carrying one long

brass 36-pounder ami four swivels, with a complement of 52

men: ami the two others were Nos. 33 and 34, one of 28, the

other of 30 oars, each mounting one long 24-pounder and four

swivels, with a complement of 50 men. A part of the crew.-.

however, were either not onboard, or succeeded in reachingthe

shore, as only 118 officers and men were brought away.

The capture of the gun-boats being perceived from the shore,
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and thought rather unaccountable, another felucca-rigged boat,

rowing 18 oars, with -1 officers and men, including among- them
the captain of the port, came off, to know why the boats were

detained, and to say that, if they were nol immediately restored,

the authorities in the town would consider the two frigates as

enemies, and act accordingly. Previously to any serious reply
to this message, the last-mentioned Spanish officer and his men
were handed below. Dp to this time the weather bad remained

perfectly calm, and might account for the frigates not entering
the road to anchor

;
but now a breeze sprang up that facilitated

discovery, and put a stop to all further stratagem.
From the different Spanish officers that had been brought on

board, much information was obtained respecting the naval force

in the port: which consisted, by their account, of the 74-gun
ships Europa, Maganime, and San-Pedro-ApostoL, and the

34-gun frigate Maria-de-la-Cabeya, all under equipment at the

arsenal, but not, for the reasons already mentioned, in a state to

put to sea. There were also several gun-boats, all new. cop-

pered, and. to judge from those captured, very well appointed.
It appear* d. likewise, that the merchant-ships Rey-Carlos and

Marquesetta, whose reputed rich cargoes had brought the two

English frigates to the Philippines, were then lying in theCavita.

The former was supposed to be aground ;
and the latter was

represented to have relanded her treasure on the appearance,
some days back, of a suspicious vessel, ascertained to have bi en

the 44-gun ship Resistance, Captain Edward Pakenham.

At 4 r.M. Captain Malcolm gave the Spanish officers a good
dinner: and their men were at the same time regaled belowwith

fresh China beef and grog in abundance. The discovery, that

the two frigates were enemies, hadnow extended itself all round

the bay. The kind usage to the prisoners while on board, and

the circumstance of now permitting them to go on shore in the

captured guard-boat, barge, and two feluccas, without parole or

restriction of any Bort, could not fail to impress, as well upon the

prisoners themselves, who were in number 200, as upon the

natives in general of these remote islands, very favourable ideas

of the British character. The particular season of the year in

which this BUCCessful ruse was practised being that wherein the

Spaniards, from the prevalence of the monsoons, considered

themselves in comparative security, a few additional ships and

men might have captured the town and vessels of war, and de-

stroyed the arsenal. As it was. the Sibylle and Fox had made

a good morning's work : they had taken seven boats, about 200
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men, three great grins, 12 swivels. 27 muskets, 32 cutlasses, IS

halt-pikes, 13 pistols, 153 round shot, 137 grape shot, and 100

shells, with, of course, a proportion of powder and of musket-

cartridges ; all without the slightest casualty.

On the same evening, the two British frigates, accompanied

by the three prize gun-boats, in charge of the three lieutenants,

Thomas Fortescue Kennedy, Charles Elphinstone, and George
Uutherford, anchored off the island of Corrigidore ; and on the

next morning, the 15th, they quitted the bay, and, the Sibylle
with one, and the Fox with two gun-boats in tow, stood to the

southward, in the hope to precede, if possible, any information

that they w.-re among the islands. < >n the night of the 19th,

one of the two pin-boats towed by the Fox, in a heavy squall,

broke adrift. The Fox immediately brought to and continued

to fire guns and show lights during the whole night ; but all in

vain, the gan-boat having foundered with the loss of all her crew,

i<ting of lieutenant butherford, one midshipman (Mr
Nicholson), nine seamen, and one boy. At daylight, on the 20th,

_ - id and coasted Mindora, Pany, Xegros, and

Magindano. without any occurrence worth notice.

the -_'iid, at daylight, being within a few miles of Sam-

boangon, on the island of Majindinao, a settlement which they

purposed to lay under contribution for water, wood, and refresh-

ments, the frigates hoisted Spanish colours: but, while steering
towards it, the Sibylle grounded on the north-west point of the

small island of Santa-Cruz. The Fox and the two gun-boats
then stood on; but, at 6h. 20m. a.m., being becalmed, were

obliged to anchor just abreast of, and at a distance of about a

mil.- anil a half from, the fort of Samboangon. At about this

time the Sibylle got off; but the state of the tide, coupled with

the want of wind, prevented her from joining. A boat now
approached the Fox from the shore, and, when within hail, in-

quired the name and other particulars of the frigate. Receiving
tisfactory answer, the Spaniards pulled back to the shore,

which, although several muskets were fired at them, they reached
in safety. At 6h. 30m. a.m. the British vessels hoisted their

proper colours, and the Fox and the two gun-boats opened a fire

upon the fort, which was returned as well by the latter as by a

two-gun battery to the westward, but owing to the distance,

with very little effect. At 8 a.m. a fresh breeze sprang up from

the land, and aided by the tide, then running at the rate of three

knots to the westward, drove the Fox off the bank on which she

had anchored.

VOL. II. E
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At noon, a fresh breeze Bpringing up from the westward, the

Sibylle and Fox, accompanied by the two gun-boats, made all

sail towards the fort. At about 2h. 5m. P.M. the Sibylle fired

an 18-pounder at the western battery to try the distance, and in

five minutes more, being abreast of the fort of Samboangon,
brought to and commenced the action. Shortly afterwards the

Fox began Bring at the western battery ; and, at 3 p.m., being
abreast of, and about half a mile distant from it, and about three-

quarters of a mile from the fort, dropped her anchor astern, but

rather inside, of her consort. The Fox and the western battery,

which mounted 12 or 14 guns, were soon as hotly engaged as the

fort itself and the Sibylle. The fire from the battery abreast of

the Fox being both heavy and well-directed, while the shot from

the latter seemed to produce little or no effect, Captain Malcolm,
at 3 h. 20 m. p.m., accompanied by the first-lieutenant of the

I 'ox, in conformity to directions previously received from Captain

Cooke, proceeded, in three of the Fox's boats (and which were
soon followed by three from the Sibylle), to endeavour to effect

a landing to the westward of the battery.

the boats approached, a shot from the battery struck and
went through the Fox's cutter, killing two seamen, and wounding
a master's mate (Mr. Davis), two seamen, and one marine. For-

tunately, the cutter, when she swamped, was in shoal water and

close to a sandbank; upon which, Captain Malcolm and the

remainder of the crew presently landed. Eere the captain

found, as well the surviving men of the cutter, as the crew of

the launch, thai had grounded on the same bank, and intended

pushing for the shore; bnl deep water being found inside the

bank, and a strong party of men observed posted on the beach,
the attempt was abandoned, and the party, at about 3h. 30m.

p.m., returned to the slops. Al 3h. 40m. a shot from the bat-

tery ent away two strands of the Fox's cable. Having received
other considerable damage on board, the Fox now cut the re-

maining strand of her cable, and stood out of gun-shot to the

southward. The Sibylle about the same time cu1 her cable, and

removed further from the tort.

Of this fori and the adjoining batteries, the strength had

evidently been much underrated by the commanding officer of

the two frigates; one of which, the Sibylle, had her ma

(Eichard Btanning) and one marine killed, and one wounded.
It was the other frigate, howev< r, which, owing to her nearness

to the western battery, bore the brunt of the attack. One shot,

as already stated, cut the Fox's cable : another passed through
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the mizenmast, about 12 feet from the head; another carried

away the supporters of the wheel, and another the bits on the

quarter-deck; about 28 others struck tin- ship's side. Her main

stay and six of her lower shrouds, were also cut away, and her

running-rigging and sails much injured. With respect to the

loss sustained on board, the Fox had two seamen killed, the

captain's clerk and 10 seamen wounded; making, with the loss

in the cutter, a total of four killed and 15 wounded.
At 9 p.m. the two frigates anchored about six miles to the

eastward of Samboangon town. On the 23rd, in the morning,

by which time the Fox had fished her mizenmast and repaired
the most material of her damages, the two frigates got under

May and stood to the northward. On the same evening, the

two gun-boats after all the stores had been taken out of them,
- being unfit to proceed on the voyage to

Canton. On the 27th, the frigates being much in want of water

which they had been compelled to relinquish taking by force at

Samboangon, put into the harbour of Pullock, situated to the

northward of Majindinao. On the 31st, at daybreak, three

3 t'rom each frigate were sent to bring away the last load.

At 9 a.m. some of the men belonging to the Sibylle's boats

(those of the Fox had come on board
I were perceived running

to the beach and making signals. Instantly all the boats,

manm d and armed, of both frigates, led by their respective cap-

tains, pulled towards the >hore. Here two seamen were found

killed by the natives, one mortally wounded, and nine missing,

supposed to have been carried into the woods. The remainder

of the party, including !.i< utenant Majeur, who commanded it.

were fortunately rescued Every effort to recover the men
havii '

iptain Cooke ordered the village of the natives

t on fire, and their corn cut down, and then weighed and
til for Mindanao. On arriving here, Captain Cooke was

promised by the Bultan that he would use his influence to re-

!-. if theywere alive, the missing men. The sultan eventually
fulfilled his promise, and the men were restored, but not in time

for the Pox and Sibylle to bring them away, Captain Cooke

being obliged to hasten <>n to Canton, to be ready to convoy the

homeward-bound trade.

On the 8th of March Tippoo Saib's two ambassadors, with

about 150 colonial volunteers (here was a reinforcement for a

sultan who could bring into the field 70,000 horse and l

d in the 1'reneuse for Mangalore. On the 20th of April,

having two days before received intelligence that two Indian* d
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were at Tellieherry, taking in a cargo of pepper, Captain L'Her-

mite looked into the port, but, finding only one ship there,

doubted the accuracy of his information, and cruised off the

coast for a day or two under English colours.

A periague, which the Preneuse captured on the morning of

the 21st. having assured the French captain that the ship in

sight, however formidable in appearance, was nothing but an

Indiaman, the Preneuse, disguised still as an English frigate,

stood for the read of Tellieherry. In his way thither Captain
L'Hermite fell in with another Indiaman steering for the same

anchorage. The Preneuse now reduced her sails and yawed
about, so as to let this ship enter the road first. At about

2 h. 30m. p.m., while this manoeuvre was practising, a thunder-

storm came on ; and at 3 r.M. the Preneuse was struck with

lightning. The electric fluid entered at the frigate's main truck,

and running down the mast into the hold, re-ascended to the

main dick, killed one man, and wounded 15 or 16, and then

passed out at one of the ports. Towards 4 p.m., just as the

indiaman had east anchor, within about 100 fathoms of the one

already in the road, the Preneuse steered between the two, and

changing her eoloursto French, fired a broadside into each. The

ship that had jusi anchored fired a broadside in return, cut her

ea IJe, and loosed her sails, with the intention of running on shore.

The other ship, owing to her position, could only return one or

two guns : in shut, the two vessels were captured. One proved
to be the Woodcot of 802 tons, Captain Andrew Ilannay, the

other the Raymond, of 7M3 tons, Captain Benry Bmedley;
both armed, and the latter, with a detachment of company's

troops on board.

Having taken of the commandant of Tellieherry a receipt for

his prisoners, 1 100 in Dumber, and the half described as Euro-

I leans, Captain 1/IIerniite manned his two prizes and despatched
them to the [sle of France, and then proceeded on his mission

to Mangalore. Here the frigate arrived on the 24th of April,

and, quitting the road on the 26th, steered for Java. At Bata-

via Captain L'Hermite arrived in the middle of June, and

found there Rear-admiral Sercey; who had recently arriveil in

the Brule-Gueule, with the intention of making the Dutch
island his temporary head-quarters.

1 "We will now see how far

the Vertu and Regdneree, with their valuable charge, have got
on their voyage home.

Before we quit the eastern hemisphere to accompany the

1 Victoires et Conquetes, tome viii., p. 301.
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French frigates Verto andBegeneree on their voyage to Europe,
we "ill give Borne account of a very melancholy ship-loss, with
which the Straits of Banca were this year visited. On the

evening of the 23rd of July the Resistance, which ship we men-
tioned as making her appearance off Manilla, anchored in the

Straits, to await the approach of a Malay sloop, which Captain
Pakenham had detained, on a suspicion that she was Dutch

property, and which he was now about to restore to the Malay
captain. On the 24th, at 1 a.m., the sloop joined, and dropped
anchor under the stern of the ship. It appears from the narra-

tive of a seaman of the Resistance named Thomas Scott, one of

the few survivors of the awful catastrophe which ensued, that,
as he was sleeping on the larboard side of the quarter-deck, he

was suddenly awakened by a fierce blaze that seized his clothes

and hair, and which was succeeded, in an instant, by a tre-

mendous explosion, from the shock of which, as he afterwards

conjectured, he became utterly senseless for several minutes.

From th.- appearance of daylight about an hour after he had
. blown up. Scott bu the accident to have happened

at about four o'clock in the morning. The whole number of

survivors, including Scott, appears to have been 13, of whom
the highest in rank was a quartermaster. The number that

had perished amounted to about 314 officers, seamen, and

marines, three English women married on board, one Malay
woman of Amboyna, and 14. Spani.-di prisoners taken in a prize ;

total 332 souls.

The subsequent sufferings of Scott and his companions, as

related by himself, were very great. On recovering a little

from the stupor into which the shock had thrown him, he
found himE It half-suffocated with water, floating and struggling
for liis existence, in company with several other persons. He
made shift, as did 12 of those near him, to reach the hammock-
netting of the ship on tin Btarboard side, which was just above
the water. At the dawn of day the people belonging to the

sloop, then not out of hail astern, and who must have heard
the shouts of the wretched beings that were clinging to the

wreck, weighed anchor, and, callous to every impulse of

humanity, stood over to the island of Borea. It would appear
from this, either that no prize-crew had been placed on board
the sloop, but merely the master taken out of her, or that the

British, notwithstanding it was one o'clock in the morning
when the sloop joined, had been withdrawn from her, and her
cwn people put in possession.
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The mild state of the weather enabled the 13 survivors, most
of whom were badly scorched, to construct a raft to convey
them to the low land of Sumatra, distant about three leagues
from the spot, and about six from the Dutch settlement of

Palambang. In the afternoon they committed themselves to

the raft, with only a single pumpkin for food for the whole of

them. A gale soon afterwards got up, and dashed the raft to

pieces. Four of the Beamen, including Scott, took to an anchor-

stock which had formed part of the raft, and which they now
steadied by means of two spars lashed across. These men,
after first being nearly famished, and then being nearly mas-

sacred, reached the Sumatra coast. There they all became

prisoners to a party of Malays. Scott appears to have been

the only one that subsequently became released from captivity.

The eight poor wretches (or rather seven, for one had died),

who remained on the shattered raft, were never heard of after-

wards.

On the 2-ltli of April, at 3 p.m., the British 12-pounder 32-gun

frigate Pearl, Captain Samuel dames Ballard, while running in

for the Isles of Loss with a moderate breeze from the west-

south-west, discovered a large ship at anchor under Factory
island, four others at anchor between the islands, and an armed

brig under Bail. What the armed brig and one of the ships
were we are unable to say; but the ship under Factory island

we take to have been the liegvnerec, and the "frigate, with

yards and topmasts down," described in the Pearl's log as one

of those at anchor between the islands, her consort the Vcrtu.

At Mi. 30 m. i.m. the latter, having hoisted her colours, opened
a heavy fire upon the Pearl; who, at 6 p.m., while running, as

she was compelled to do, between the two frigates, fired at

both, ami then bauled up in three fathoms through the eastern

passage. At 7 P.M. the Pearl ceased firing, but found herself

chased by thr l,\
ig< q< in ie : who continued the pursuit all that

night, and until the next evening at dark, when she disappeared.
On the afternoon of the next day, the 27th, the Pearl anchored

in St. George's hay, Sierra Leone. The fire to which she had

been exposed, in running past the French frigates, had shot

away her foretopgallant yard, and several lower shrouds and

other rigging, cut through her fore-yard, hulled her in several

places, some between wind and water, dismounted two of her

carronades, and mortally wounded one man.

We must leave these two French frigates and their sluggish

convoy at the Isles of Loss, while we attend to another frigate
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of Rear-admiral Sercey's squadron. On the 24th of April, the

m frigate Seine, still commanded by Lieutenant Julien-

Oabriel Uigot, with about 280 refractory troops on board, set

sail from Port-Louis, for the same destination as the Vertu and

neree. On the 29th of June, at 7 a.m., the Penmaroks in

sight to leeward, the British 38-gun frigate Jason, Captain
Charles Stirling, 12-pounder 36-gun frigate Pique, Captain
David Milne, and 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Mermaid, Captain
Janus Xewman Newman, cruising in company, descried and
chased a French frigate in the south-south-west, or windward

quarter. The Mermaid immediately stood to the northward, to

cut off the stranger from the land. The latter, however, which
was the Seine, after a fortunate passage of three months, just

about to enter, as her people flattered themselves, a port of

Trance, tacked soon afterwards, and steered to the southward;
whereby the Mermaid, at best but an indifferent sailer, was

completely thrown out. The Pique kept her wind
; and the

:i Bteered about two points free, in order to prevent the

enemy from entering Lorient.

The chase continued throughout the day: and at 9 r.M. the

Pique got within gun-shot of the enemy, and kept up a constant
tire with her bow-guns. At about 11 r.M. the Pique ranged up
alongside the French frigate, and gave and received a broadside.

A running fight now ensued, and the Pique and Seine, keeping
abreast of each other, continued an unremitting interchange of

broadsides for two hours and thirty-five minutes; when the

British frigate, having had her maintopmast shot away, dropped
astern.

The Jason now coming up. Captain Stirling hailed the Pique,
and desired her commander to anchor; but Captain Milne, not

hearing what was said, and anxious to see the last of an oppo-
nent whom he had so long singly engaged, pushed up, under
all the sail he could carry, on the larboard side of the Jason.
Tli- re the Pique unfortunately grounded. Almost at the same
instant, the land near Pointe de la Trenche was seen close upon
the Jason's larboard bow: and, before the ship would answer
her helm. Bhe also took the ground near to the Seine, who, it was

perceived, had likewise grounded, and' was entirely dismasted.

As the tide rose, the Jason hung only forward, and therefore

swang with her stern fairly exposed to the enemy's broadside.

Of this the Seine took proper advantage, and poured into the

Jason several raking broadsides ; which, besides inflicting nearly
the whole loss she sustained, wounded her masts, and cut and
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tore to pieces her rigging and sails. In a little while, however,

the .bison got some guns run out abaft ;
and the Pique having,

by squaring her yards, forged a little ahead of the Jason, was

enabled to point four of her foremost 12-pounders clear of the

latter. On receiving a few shot from the guns of both opponents

thus brought to hear, and seeing the Mermaid fast approaching,

the Seine Btruck her colours.

The l'ique, besides having lost her foretopmast, was exceed-

ingly shattered in her masts, rigging, and sails, and had unfor-

tunately lain near enough to receive some of the Seine's shots

as they passed over the Jason; but, until towards the close of

the combat, as already mentioned, the former could not return

a shot without firing into or through her companion. Every

attempt to get the Tique afloat was exerted in vain, and she

bilged The Jason was more successful, being heaved off into

deep water by the Mermaid; who, notwithstanding every effort

to get up, did nol arrive in time to participate in the action.

The Jason lust her second lieutenant (Anthony Richard Bo-

botirr), one corporal of marines, and five seamen killed, her

commander, two midshipmen (Frederick Bedford and Samuel

Lu8COmbe), and nine seamen wounded. The Pique had one

seaman killed, and one missing, her boatswain, boatswain's

mate, one Beaman, and three marines wounded; total in the

two ships, nine (including the one missing) killed, and 18

wounded The loss on board the Seine, out of a complement,

including Boldiers, of 610 men, is represented to have been as

many as L70 hilled (including, we believe, several that were

drowned), and about LOO wounded.

The Pique, B very inferior antagonist to the Seine, bore the

brunt of the action; but the I a son, no doubt, contributed her

powerful aid in bringing it to a consummation. The Mermaid,

on the other hand, was unable to take any share in the engage-

ment. The heavy loss sustained by tho French ship places

Lieutenant Bigot's d( fence Lo a highly creditable light; and it

must be admitted, thai the troops on hoard the Seine, with their

women, children, and baggage, were rather an encumbrance

than a benefit.

On the 30th, at daylight, the British r,8-gun frigate Phaeton,

Captain the Honourable Robert Stopford, 36-gun frigate, San-

Fiorenzo, Captain Sir Harry Ncale, and 12-pounder 32-gun

frigate, Triton, Captain John Gore, hove in sight, and were

called in by signal from the .bison, it appearing that two large

frigates, a brig, and several gun-boats were coming out from
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Rochelle, with the view of driving away or capturing the British

frigates. The French wore induced, however, to put back, on

witnessing the junction of Captain Stopford's squadron. Had
the latter not been present, the state of the British frigates,

with only the Mermaid in a condition to give battle, would have

been extremely critical.

La the course of this day, by throwing overboard her guns,
and by the San-Fiorenzo's assistance, the Seine was hove off,

and, being a very strong ship, escaped without any material

damage, beyond what she had sustained by shot. The Pique
could not be got off. She was therefore destroyed, and her

crew turned over to the prize; which, on her arrival in port,

Captain .Milne, his officers, and ship's company, were allowed,

very jnstly, to commission as the British 38-gun frigate Seine.

We are pleased to see it stated in a respectable French work,
that Lieutenant Bigot, on being carried to England, was treated

with all the respect and attention due to his bravery and good
conduct. Be was also sent back to his country by the first ex-

change, and tin directory, to evince their opinion of his merits,

promoted Lieutenant Bigot to be a capitaine de vaisseau with-

out passing through the intermediate rank of a capitaine de
'

On the 13th of May. the British lS-pounder 36-gun frigate,

Flora, Captain Robert Gambier Middleton, chased the French

Venetian-built brig-corvette, Mondovi, of IS guns (twelve brass

6, and four iron L"_' pounders), and 68 men, commanded by Lieu-

tenanl Jean-Baptiste Bonavie, into the port of Cerigo in the

island of that name, in the Archipelago.

Being resolved to attempl the capture or destruction of the

corvette, and yet finding it impracticable, owing to the narrow
entrance to the harbour and the commanding situation of the

forts, to follow her with the frigate, Captain Middleton intrusted

the service to the Flora's boats under the orders of first Lieu-

tenant William Russel, assisted by Lieutenant William lb pen-

stall, Lieutenant Richard Parry of the marines. Mr. Morton,
mast* r's mate, Mr. Tancock, the gunner, and Messrs. Betley
and Hawkins, midshipmen.
On the Bame evening the boats quitted the Flora; and, in

the face of a severe fire from the forts, the Mondovi 1m rself,

and several vessels in the harbour, the British gallantly boarded

and cut out the corvette, with no greater loss on their part than

one private marine killed, the lieutenant of marines ( Mr. Bichard

Parry), master's mate, gunner, and five seamen wounded. The
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loss sustained by the Mondovi amounted to one seaman killed,

four seamen drowned, from having jumped overboard as sup-

posed, and eight seamen and soldiers dangerously wounded.

On the 26th of July, at 10 h. 30 m. a.m., the British 28-gun

frigate Brilliant. Captain Henry Blackwood, standing close into

the bay of Santa-Cruz, with Hie wind a fresh breeze at east by

north, in order todiscover if a strange sail, which she had chased

on the preceding evening, had arrived there, saw two French

frigates lying at an anchor. The latter, which were the Vertu

and Kcgeneivr, still on theirway to France,
1
immediately slipped

their cables and gave chase. The Brilliant stood off under all

sail, cutting away her anchors and boats to facilitate her escape ;

but, in the mean time, got ready for action. At half-past noon,

finding her pursuers were gaining upon her, she cut down the

stern to make room for two 9-poundeis as chasers, and got two

C-pounders aft on the quarter-deck for the same purpose. At
2 h. 30 m. the south point of the Grand Canary bore east-south-

east six or seven leagues. At 5 p.m. the Brilliant began firing

her stern-chasers, but, finding they did not reach, ceased until

6h. 15 m. p.m. : when she recommenced her lire, and continued

it with spirit. The Kegeneree, who was ahead and to leeward

of her consort, now opened her bow-chasers . and both ships were

evidently coming up last with the Brilliant.

It was now that the latter resolved, by a bold manoeuvre, to

attempt to extricate herself. At 7h. 30m. p.m., being then on

the larboard tack, the Brilliant bore up athwart the bows of

the Ue^cnciVe, and gave her a broadside, which shot away her

maintopsail halyards, and badly wounded her bowsprit and

foremast. After the exchange of a few broadsides, the Brilliant

hauled to the wind on the starboard tack; leaving tin; Rege*-

neTeV, with her maintopsail down, and incapable, for the present,
of renewing the pursuit. The Vertu, having tacked, was now
on the Brilliant's weather-quarter, and soon opened upon her a

heavy but in< ffectual fire, which the latter answered by her

stern-chasers. By midnight the wind had subsided to a perfect
calm: and the Rege'ne're'e, who had again made sail in chase,

now joined her consort in the distant cannonade. At three-

quarters of an hour after midnight, a breeze sprang up from the

northeast ; and BOOH afterwards the Brilliant, losing sight of

her pursuers in the dark, bore away south by east. An inter-

change of signals hetwoen the two French frigates, by rockets

and false fires, followed this alt. ration in the British frigate's
1 See p. 237.
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course, but no further attempt at pursuit that the latter could

discover.

The Brilliant suffered very little damage, and no loss, by the

enemy's shot ; but, in the chase, she sprang her foremast and

spanker-boom. On the 3rd of August Captain Blackwood fell

in with the 36-gun frigate Flora, Captain Eobert (iambi, r

Bfiddleton; and the two frigates, one of them having prisoners
to exchange, proceeded off Santa-Cruz. Arriving there on the

10th. Captain Middleton sent in a flag of truce
;
which brought

out nine men who had been prisoners on board the Vertu.

These gave an account of the nanus and some other particu-
lars of the ships which the Brilliant had engaged. Part of the

information was, that the Begeheree's bowsprit, foremast, and

maintopmast, owing chiefly to their wounded state, had fallen

overboard, while the ship was in the act of tacking after the

Brilliant, a short time before the latter bore away to the south-

ward.

BTad tin- Flora joined company during the chase, the combat
would most probably have been brought to a decisive issue;

and, as an additional reward to the British, should the day have
theirs, intelligence might have been obtained of the two

rich Spanish galleons, which the two French frigates had taken

under their convoy; and which they escorted safe to their des-

tination.

i in tin' 4th of July, at 9h. 45 m. p.m., the French ex-Vene-

tian brig-corvette Lodi, of eighteen long 6-pounders and at I

130 men, commanded by Lieutenant Sennequier, while running

through the Piombino channel, on her way from Leghorn,
which she had quitted that morning, to Alexandria, with de-

spatches for General Buonaparte, was hailed and attacked by
an armed brig. A- boob as she had ascertained that the veBSi 1

approaching her so fearlessly was an enemy, the Lodi endea-

voured to obtain a raking position ahead of her; but the British

brig frustrated the attempt by running her own bowsprit through
the Lodi's boom-mainsail.

A furious action now commenced; on the part of the Lodi by
vivid and constant discharges of musketry, in which the officers

and troops on board as passengers greatly assisted, and on the

part of the British brig, who probably in the arm of musketry
felt sensibly her deficiency, by discharges of grape and canister

Bhot from such of her great guns as would bear. Twice the

British attempted to put an end to the combat by boarding;
but a part of the assailants, each time, fell dead into the sea,
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and the remainder were driven back to their brig, covered with

wounds. The French, now, as if taught by the ill success of

their opponents, where their own chief strength lay, made a

vigorous attempt to board the British brig, but were repulsed
with slaughter.

Before the French were prepared, or perhaps inclined to

repeat the attempt, the two brigs separated, and each, we pre-

sume, soon found the means of bringing her cannon exclusively

into play. At 2 a.m. on the 5th the fire of the British brig,

having gradually slackened, ceased, and Captain Sennequier
took this opportunity of hailing to know if she would surrender.

The only reply he obtained was a discharge of musketry, accom-

panied by a few cannon-shot. Soon after this the British brig

endeavoured to get off, and had scarcely made sail for that pur-

pose, when a broadside from the Lodi brought down her fore-

mast and maintopmast.
This, one might suppose, lefl the Lodi nothing to do but to

take possession of her prize. Far from it; the British brig,

with only the stump of her mainmast standing, got away, and

the Lodi, with rigging and sails cut, no doubt, but with both

her masts standing in their places, in vain "tit tousles efforts

pour le poursuivre," and could not overtake her until she had

sheltered hers< It under the neutral coast of Tuscany. The Lodi,

thereupon, with the loss of two seamen killed, her commander,
two other naval officers, Borne military offic< re, and 25 Boldiers

and sailors wounded, made the best of her way to Alexandria ;

where, in due time, she arrived sale. Here Buoh a representa-
tion was made of the combat which the Lodi had sustained

with the British Bloop of war "
Aigle, of a force much superior

to hers," "d'une tore.- bien Buperieure '> la sienne," that Lieu-

tenant de vaisscau Sennequier was immediately promoted by the

directory to the rank of capitaine de fr< gate.
1

Being well aware that there was no "Aigle" belonging to

the British navy but a frigate, and no "Eagle," except an old

04 at Chatham, and a 4-gun
" Dutch hoy," lying in Poole har-

bour, and having been taught by experience that French writers

are very apt to mistake English proper names, we searched the

log of every British brig-sloop musing in the Mediterranean

in the year L798, but <"\i\A discover no traces of an action

fought by herat the time and place above mentioned. A search

through the London journals proved equally fruitless. At length

> Victoires et Conqufites, tome x., p. 333.
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ft Taris newspaper, under the head of Leghorn, informed us

that on the 28th of July, 1798, the English privateer-brig
'•

Aquila, Captain Colonna," of 14 guns and 57 men. entered

the port in distress, having on the 4th, in the Tiombino chan-

nel, fought with a French brig, from eleven at night till half-

' three in the morning, and that the former had lost a great

many killed and wounded.
< >wing to the late period at which this information reached us,

it has not been in our power to discover who were the owners of

the Eagle privateer: a subject of regret, as. in all probability,

we should then have been enabled to give more full and satis-

factory details of an action so highly creditable to the British

captain and his crew. At all events, sufficient has appeared to

show clearly, that Lieutenant Sennequier, instead of being
yarded forhavii from, ought to have been cashiered

for not having captured the British privateer, which, alter so

long and well-fought an action on her part, his most decided

superiority of force had reduced to so crippled and defencel

B -Tate.

I n the llth of July, the British 44-gun ship. Eegulus, Captain

George Eyre, cruising off the north-west end of the island of

rto-Bico, discovered five vessels at anchor in Aguada bay.

under the protection of some batteri* -. I' ing r< solved to at-

tempt their capture or destruction, Captain Eyre manned a prize-

schooner in company, and sent herwith theboats of the Regains
underthe orders of LieutenantJohn G' dated by Lieutenant

William Ilolman and master's-mate, Thomas Finch, to execute

the service
;
the Kegulus herself standing into cover and protect

her boats in their advance.
< >wing to the failure of wind, neither the ship nor the schooner

were able to get near enough to afford any material assistance.

Lieutenant (iood, however, by bis judicious arrangement and

spirit-.d conduct, executed the service with the boats alone:

\ ringing out three of the largest vessels, a ship, a brig, and an

armed schoom r. Had there been the smaller breath of wind,

the remaining two vessels having been boarded and in posses!

for a considerable time, would also have been carried off; but,

it falling a dead calm at the moment the cables w< re cut, and

there not 1" ing a sufficiency of boats to tow so many ves& Is,

it became necessary to quit two of th -, in order to secure

the three which appeared to be of the most importance.

Notwithstanding an incessant fire kept up by the batteries,

close to which, for their security, the vessels had been moored,
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the British had only one man hurt, but that was the master's-

mate already named, and who was killed by a grape-shot.

On the 15th of July, at 9 a.m., Carthagena bearing about

west by north, distant 29 leagues, the British 64-gun ship, Lion,

Captain Manley Dixon, steering east, with a crowd of sail, tin-

wind moderate at west-south-west, descried in the south-east

quarter, standing towards her, four strange ships, which we may
at once introduce as the

Gun-frigate

I

34

/Commodore Don Felix 0'
1 omona . . .

y Captain Don F. Villamil.

Proserpine . . . , ,
Don Quaj. Bial.

Santa-Cazilda . ,, Don D. Errara.

,

Santa-Dorotea . . ,, Don M. Gerraro.

The Lion immediately shortened sail, and hauled up, so as to

secure the weather-gage : then bore down upon the four Spanish

frigates, formed in close order of battle on the larboard line

of bearing, the third frigate from the van, the Dorotca, with her

foretopmasl gone. In order to secure a general action, Captain
Dixon meditated his first attack on this ship; which, being left

astern by her comrades, the Lion was nothing in cutting off. The

three remaining frigates lacked in succession, and passed the

Lion very gallantly within musket-shot; but as their line, after

tacking, was by no means a close one, they each received a

well-directed broadside, the effect of which was evident by their

standing a long time on the same tack. Captain Dixon st ill kepi
in chase of the Dorotca; who, notwithstanding the loss <>f her

foretopmast, sailed nearly as well as the Linn, and galled her

considerably in the rigging by her stern-chasers.

Th< three frigates, having at last tacked, made a second at-

tempt, bui nut so close as the former, to succour their friend,

and were each repaid by a broadside in return. At length the

Lion cl Bed with the Dorotea, and ponred in a destructive fire,

the yard-arms of the two ships passing just clear of each other.

Still the latter held out. Her consorts made a third, but a dis-

tant and feeble efforl to cover: and then hauled (dose by the

wind and stood to the north-west. The Lion, whose rigging
and sails were much cut, succeeded, with difficulty, in wearing
round on the Bame tack as the Dorotea

;
who. having, in addi-

tion to the loss of her foretopmast, had her mizenmast shot

away, her mainmast and rudder damaged, and her rigging and

sails cut to pieces, and being, besides, abandoned by her three
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comrades, very wisely substituted the British for the Spanish
e]lS ;

As an additional proof that Captain Cerraro had maintained

the action with becoming bravery, the loss on board his ship,

out of a crew, supernumeraries included, of 371 men and boys,
amounted to 20 men killed and 32 wounded. The loss sustained

by the Lion was very trifling, amounting to no more than one

young midshipman (Joseph Patey), wounded slightly in the

shoulder, and who would not quit his quarters, and one seaman
wounded dangerously.

It took Captain Dixon during the remainder of the day to

repair the rigging and sails of the Lion, and to place the prize
in a state to be conducted to her new destination. The Santa

Dorotea measured 958 tons, and was afterwards added to the

British navy, under the same name, as a 12-pounder 36-gun
frigate.

On the 3rd of August while the British 38-gun frigate Mel-

pomene, Captain Sir Charles Hamilton, and 11 -gun brig-sloop,

Childers, < 'aptain James I PBryen, were cruising off Isle Bas, on
the coast of France, the former determined, with the boats of

the two ships, to attempt cutting out from the port of Corigiou,
a national armed brig, and several merchant-vessels at anchor
with her. At 10 p.m., five boats, manned with about 70 men,
and placed under the orders of Lieutenant Thomas George
Shorthand, of the Melpomene, quitted the ships; and, amidst

heavy rain, vivid lightning, and frequent squalls, all highly
favourable to the enterprise, pulled for the French harbour.
At 3 a.m. on the 4th, the boats were alongside of, and, after

more resistance than had been anticipated, carried, the French
1 (-gun brig ( t-poundere i, Aventnrier, commanded by Lieutenant
liVin-Guillaunie Raffi, and manned with a crew of 79 men.
The gallant defence made by the brig cost the French L6men
wounded, several of them mortally: while the loss on the part
of the British amounted to no more than one seaman killed, and
one missing, and one midshipman (Mr. Frost

) and three seamen
wounded.
A difficult part of the enterprise still remained to be executed.

The forts that commanded the Corigiou inlet, alarmed at what
had taken place, now opened their fire; and the wind, having
veered round to north-north-west, Mew a fresh gale directly into

the passage, the narrowness and intricacy ofwhich rendered any
attempt to beat out doubly hazardous. The brig, however, was

presently under sail
;
and leaving the merchant-vessels to some
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more favourable opportunity, lieutenant Shortland, after being

exposed, during two hours, to a heavy fire from the French

batteries, brought out his prize "without incurring any additional

loss. The Childers had stood in to cover the boats, but, owing
o the badness of the night and the dangers of the coast, with

considerable risk. Viewed in < very point, this boat attack was
a highly creditable affair to all who were engaged in it, not

cepting the officers and crew of the French brig. Soon after

his return into port, Lieutenant Shortland, for the gallantry he
had displayed on the occasion, was most deservedly promoted
to the rank of command it.

On the 7th of August, at 5 p.m.. Cape "Windmill, near Gibraltar,

bearing north-east by north distant four or five I< the

British brig-sloop Espoir, of fourteen 6-pounders and SO men
and boys. Captain Loftus Otway Bland, having in charge a part
of the Oran convoy, discovered a large ship Beemingly steering
to cut off some of the vessels. The Espoir immediately haul* d

out from the convoy, and made all sail to meet the stranger,

evidently a man-of-war
;
and who, at a little before 7 p.m., hove

to for the former. The E^jioir. as soon as she arrived within

musket-shot, hoisted her colours: but the Liguria, instead of

displaying hers, waited till the Fspoir reached her weather-

quarter, and then hailed.

On the hail's 1. ing answered, an officer on board the Liguria
desired the commander of the F'sj.oir. in very good English, to

go to leeward and strike, fir he would sink him, enforcing his

threat by one 6hot, and instantly afterwards by the Liguria's

whole broadside; a salute, which, in well-practised hands, might
have rendered all further hailing unnecessary, unless on the

part of the Espoir to save her drowning crew. .\- a proof, the

Liguria mounted 26 carriage-guns, of various calibers, namely,
l_' lonp;

"
18-ponnders," four long

"
12-pounders," undlOloi

6-pounders; also 12 long wall-pieces, and four swivels ;
and her

crew consisted of 120 men of all natioi

The Espoir, notwithstanding her decided inferiority of force,

was not slow in returning her adversary's broadside
;
and the

two v. --• !s continued a very heavy fire of great guns and

musketry, until 10 h. 45 m. p.m., when the captain of the

Liguria, 1'on Francisco de Oreo, hailed the Espoir, begging her

not to tire any more, as he v..,- b '.>noese. Captain Bland re-

plied, that the Espoir was a British man-of-war, and ordered

him to lower all his sails, and come on board. No attention

being paid to this mandate, and the Liguria shooting ahead, as
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if to gain a raking position, the Espoir again brought her broad-

side to Lear: and Captain Bland, judging wry properly that

his opponent "s force was not be trifled -with, gave it to her with
full effect. The Liguria again retained the fire

; but, on the

Espoir's shooting ahead and tacking to fire her opposite broad-

side, the Liguria's captain once more hailed, begging the Espoir
not to fire again, and saying that he was badly wounded, but
would obey Captain Bland's orders immediately. This was about
11 p.m., and instantly the Liguria lowered down her sails, and
all firing ceased.

In this action of her own seeking, the pirate (for such the

Liguria was) lost her boatswain and six nun killed, her com-
mander (dangerously) and 13 men wounded. The Espoir lost

her master, Mr. Solsby, killed, and six men wounded, two of

them badly.
It was fortunate for the Espoir that the Genoese were not. as

we noticed before, practised men-of-war's men
; or the brig's

temerity, in risking a eombat with an enemy of so formidable a

force, might have ended in her discomfiture. The promptitude,
bravery, and seamanship displayed throughout this long and

harassing engagement, reflected great honour on Captain Bland,
his officers, and brig's company. On the other hand, some
allowance must be made for the indifferent crew, as well as for

the inconvenient variety of calibers among the guns, of the
Genoese ship. Few actions have been made more of by the

painter than tiie action of the Espoir and Liguria. An engraving
from the pencil of Bocock, representing

"
L'Espoir sloop of 14

guns, and her prize, the Liguria of 4! guns," appears in the
Naval Chronicle, vol. vi, p. L'77. The latter ship is there repre-
sented with 22 guns on the main deck, 18 on the quarter-deck,
and two or four on the forecastle. One can hardly suppose that
so respectable a man as Mr. Bocock would have put his name to

a drawing unless it was founded on reality.
But. tli might have been placed beyond a doubt, had

Captain Bland, in his official letter, described the situation of

the different guns of his prize ; particularly how many of them
she mounted on the main deck. \Yere it not for Mr. Bocoek's

drawing, the inference would be. that the Liguria mounted 16

guns (12 and 8 pounders, rather than 18 and 12) on the main

deck, and 10 sixes on the quarter-deck and forecastle, with the

wall-pieces and swivels, for which there was ample room,
arranged in the usual manner. The ship then might have
measured about 460 or 500 tons, and would still have been

VOL. II. s
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more than a match for the Espoir, whose size was only
216 tons.

On his return home, Captain Bland, very deservedly, was
made a post-captain. His commission as such bears date on the

25th of September, 1798, -md his commission as a commander,
on the 1st of October, 170V; yet a contemporary says that, for

his action with the Liguria, "Lieutenant" Bland was promoted
to the rank of " commander and post-captain,"

' two steps which,
now at least, require a twelvemonth to intervene.

On the 7th of August, at daybreak, the British 44-gun frigate

Indefatigable, ( 'aptain Sir Edward Bellow, cruising between the

river Gironde and the Isle of Re, fell in with, and, after a 24

hours' chase and the discharge of a few guns, captured the

French ship-corvette Yaillantc, of 20 long 8-pounders and 175

men, commanded by Lieutenant la Porto, and bound to Cay-
enne

; to which she was carrying 25 banished priests, 27 con-

victs, and Madame Rovcre and family.

Being a fine new coppered and copper-fastened ship of 508

tons, the Yaillantc became an acquisition to the British navy;
to which, under the name of Danae, and established with 20

carronades, 32-pounders, and two long sixes on the main deck,
and 12 carronades 12-pounders, on the quarter-deck and fore-

castle, total 34 guns, with a net complement of 153 men and

boys, she was forthwith transferred.

Here is a forcible illustration of the way in whieli the British

usually equip French ships of Avar, particularly corvettes: they

give tliein more guns, and fewer men, than 1 hey were ever in-

tended to carry- If, when thus burdened with top-hamper,
2

the ship sails badly or upsets, the fault is laid to the manner of

her construction, and a general anathema is pronounced upon
' Wn in h corvettes." A contemporary, indeed, declares that,

"hundreds" of valuable British seamen perished in them, and

that they were "totally unfit for his majesty's service." 3 lie

cites as examples the Cheri, Dorado, Trompcuse, L'aillcur, and

Gentille. The Cheri was a privateer, and wont down, as has

already appeared, from shot-holes received in action. Of the

Dorad • I'.ritisli cruiser, wo never heard. The Trompeuse
and Etailleur were privateers; and Hie Gentille was a frigate,

captured in L795 and broken up in 1802. What can be alleged

against such "flush-decked corvettes" in the British service as

'

Brenton, vol. ii.. p. 331 - ronades, with their carriages and sli'l b,
3 The Danae'a twelve 12-pounder car- would weigh 90 cwt.

BrentoD, vol. ii-, p. 277.
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tin.- Arab, Cormorant, Gaiete, Constance, and, above all, Bonn* -

Citoyenne i

< in the 12th of August, at noon, latitude 46° 12' north, longi-

tude is- 23' west, the British 18-gun ship-sloop Hazard, mount-

ing 24 or 26 guns, long sixes and 12-pounder carronades, Cap-
tain "William Butterfield, gave chase to, and at 4 p.m. came
within gun-shot of, the French armed ship, Neptune, mounting
10, but pierced for 20 guns ;

those 10 guns believed to have

been G-pounders, and which, Captain Butterfield in his letter

says, were all fought on one side. The Neptune hauled up her

courses, hoisted French colours, and fired a shot at the Hazard.

Immediately an action ensued, during -which the Neptune,

having on board, exclusive of 53 seamen, 270 troops, made
several attempts under cover of a heavy fire of musketry, to

board the Hazard
;

but the crew of the latter repulsed the

hints with considerable loss, and, at the end of one hour

and 50 minutes, compelled the French ship to strike her colours.

The Hazard received a few shot in her hull, and had her rig-

ging slightly injured. Her loss amounted to only six men
wounded. The Neptune, on the other hand, was a good deal

cut up in hull, masts, and rigging, and lost, according to the

representation of tier officers, between 20 and 30 in killed

and wounded together. A privateer, with French colours

flying, was in sight to leeward during the -whole of the

action. Captain Butterfield's situation, even after he had made
the French ship his prize, could not have been the most com-
fortable

;
as he had nearly 300 prisoners to keep in subjection,

with a crew, owing to a prize which the Hazard had manned
and sent away, oi' scarcely 100 men and boys.
At the close of our account of the battle of the Nile, it was

stated that the British 50-gun ship Leander, Captain Thomas
Boulden Thompson, had sailed on the Gth of August, from be-

fore Alexandria, with L'ear-admiral Sir Horatio Nelson's de-

spatches, addressed to the commander-in-chief on the Mediter-

ranean station.

On the 18th, at daybreak, being within five or six miles of

the west end of Goza di Candia, the Leander discovered in tho

south-east quarter, standing directly for her, a large sail, evi-

dently a ship of the line ; and which, although the Leander lay

becalmed, was bringing up a fine breeze from the southward.

The Leander being upwards of 80 men short of complement,
and having on board several that were wounded in tho Nile

action, Captain Thompson did not feel himself justified in seek-
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ing a contest with a ship so superior in point of size and force
;

and therefore took every practicable means to avoid it. The
Leander's inferiority of sailing, however, rendered an action in-

evitable ;
and it was only left to steer such a course as would en-

able her to receive her powerful adversary to the best advantage.
That adversary was the French 74-gun ship Genereux, chef

do division Lejoille, bound to Corfu, and armed, with the addi-

tion of two brass 3G-pounder carronades on the forecastle,

making 80 guns in all, the same as No. 4 in the Table at vol. i.

p. 59
;
while the Leander's force consisted of only 22 long 24 -

pounders on the lower deck, the same number of 12-poundcrs
on the second deck, six long G-pounders on the quarter-deck
and forecastle, and two, or rather one, for the other had been
dismounted at the battle of the Nile, 12-pounder carronade on
the pooj), total ."1 guns.

1

At 8 a.m. the Genereux, still retaining exclusive possession
of the breeze, and having by way of deception hoisted Nea-

politan colours, approached within random-shot of the Leandcr,
then steering, under every stitch of canvas she could spread,
•with the wind on the larboard beam. The French 74 now
changed her colours to Turkish; but, from the first, her

national character had boon known. At 9 a.m. the Genereux

ranged up, within half gun-shot, on the Leander's larboard and

weather-quarter. Finding that an action was inevitable, the

Leandcr shortened sail, ami hauled up until her broadside could

be brought to bear. The Genereux now fired a shot ahead of the-

Leandcr, and the latter immediately replied to it by a broadside.

A vigorous cannonade thus commenced on both sides; and
the two ships continued nearing each other, keeping up a con-

stant and heavy fire, until 1<» h. 30 m. a.m., when the Genereux

evinced a disposition to run hor opponent on board. Such was
the shattered state of the tatter's rigging, sails, and yards, and
so lighl the br< i ze, thai the latter could make no movement to

evade the; Bhock. The French 74, accordingly, struck the

British 50 Oil the larboard bow. and, dropping alongside, with a

crash that bent double several of the Leander's lowerdeck ports,
continued there for some time.

A spirited and well-directed lire, however, from the Leander's

remnant of marines, stationed on the poop, and commanded by
the sergeant (no officer having arrived on board to succeed

1 A contemporarymisstat^s the force of do kg, and calls her 8-pounders 12s. For
both ships. Be gives the Genereux two the Leander's six 6-pom»derB, he snbsti-

guns too many in each of her principal tutcs eight 9s.—Brenton, vol. ii., p. 322.
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Lieutenant Robinson, killed at Teneriffe), and from the small-

arm men on the quarter-deck, prevented the crew of the Gem>
reux, numerous as they were, from taking advantage of the

juxta-position of the ships; and the Frenchmen every time they

attempted to board, were driven back with loss. Meanwhile
such of the great guns of both ships as would bear continued

in full activity.

After an interval of calm, a light air sprang up, still from the

southward ;
and the Genereux, being, from her lofty sails, the

first to feel its effects, forged ahead, and disentangled herself

from the Leander, now lying with her mizenmast over the star-

board quarter, her foretopmast over the larboard bow. and both

her lower yards on the booms. The Genereux soon afterwards

coming up in the wind on the starboard tack, the Leander, who

by the aid of her spritsail had succeeded in wearing, was enabled

to luff under the stern of her antagonist. The opportunity was
not lost, and the Leander deliberately discharged into the

Genereux every gun upon her starboard broadside which the

wreck of her spars did not cover.

The breeze again died away, and the sea became as smooth
as glass; but no intermission took place in the mutual can-

nonade : it continued with unabated fury until 3 h. 30 m. r.M.

By this time the Genereux having, by the aid of a light breeze,

paid round off upon her heel, stood athwart the hawse of the

Leander, and stationed herself on the lattor's larboard bow. 1

Here, unfortunately, the greater part of the guns, the foremost

ones in particular, lay disabled with the wreck of the fallen

spars. This gave a chock to the Leander's tiring, and the

Genereux took that opportunity of hailing, to know if tho

British ship surrendered.

The Leander was now totally ungovernable, having her lower

yards on the booms, and no stick standing, save the bowsprit
and the shattered remains of the fore and main masts : the ship's
hull was also cut to pieces, and her decks were strewed on

y side with killed and wounded. The Genereux, on the

other hand, having lost only her mizentopmast. was gradually

passing along the Leander's larboard beam, as if intending to take

up a position across her stern. In the defenceless state of the

British ship, what other reply to fhe question of surrender could

be given, than an affirmative ? It was given, by holding out a

pike with a French jack at the end of it. and the Genereux took

possession of her comparatively insignificant, but far from

i " Starboard" in the Gazette, but we believe a misprint.
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easily-won prize : not, however, by a boat, for the Leander had
left the < r< nereux no boat in a situation to take the water, but

by the French ship's boatswain, and one of her enscignes, or

midshipmen, after they had swum onboard.

An action so celebrated, and so truly creditable to tho

weaker party, we are happy to be able to illustrate with a diagram.

Gen.

/-Aii

"&

&& -

i2^-
loh.aum.A.M.

Lean..

About 9.A.M.

7&y
/:!-"

3 h.:iO ni. P.M £X
In this six hours' close and bloody conflict, the Leander lost

three midshipmen (Peter Downs, Gibson, and Edward
Haddon), 24 Beamen, one sergeant (Dair), and seven private
marines killed, her commander (badly in three places), Captain
Berry (slightly

1

), two lieutenants (Watkinson Bridges Taylor
and William Bwiney), her master (Michael Lee), boatswain (Mr,
Bfathias, badly), one master's mate (.John Leckoy), one midship-
man (.Mr. Nailor), 11 seamen, and nine private marines wounded—

total, 35 killed and .".7 wounded. This was a ill II third of her

gallant crew; for, having Jeft one lieutenant, one midshipman
and fifty men on board the prizes of AbouMr bay, and been

originally short oilier complement, the Leander had commenced
the action with only 282 m< D and boys, including her 14 wounded
in the Nile battle, and. we believe, her two passengers, Captain
Edward Berry and a Mr. William Bill.

The (.in. mux, having received on board a portion of the

Timoleon's crew.- as well as, on the day previous, when she

parted company with the Guillaume Tell, a number of men from

1 By "part of a man's skull, which was driven through his arm."—Naval Chronicle*
\ol. xv., p. 180. 2 See p. 184.
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her, had commenced the action with 93G men and boys. Of these,

according to the information given by some of her officers to the

late officers of the Leander, the Genereux sustained a loss of

about 100, including her first-lieutenant killed, and 188 wounded;
sufficient in amount, even admitting it to be slightly overrated,

to prove that the 74*s thick sides were not impenetrable to the

50-gun ship's comparatively light, but liberally bestowed, and

well-directed shot. Some of the crew of the Genereux were

even killed upon her orlop deck ;
and nothing but the smoothness

of the water saved the French ship's foremast, which had been

struck by 23 of the Leander's shot, and -was left at last with

only one shroud of a side to support it.

Comparative Force of the Combatants.

Leander.

Broadside-guns •; ..
"

Crew No.

Size tons.

26

282
1052

Genereux.

40
1024
936
1926

Where is there a single-ship action which has conferred

greater honour upon the conqueror than in this instance lights

upon the conquered ? Such a defence is unparalleled, even in

the British navy, where to be brave is scarcely a merit. No-

thing, however, is without its alloy. Captain Thompson had the

misfortune to be compelled to yield up his brave crew and him-
self to, we are sorry to say. a man who, by his subsequent treat-

ment of his prisoners, disgraced both the profession he served

in, and the country that employed him.

No sooner had the French midshipman and boatswain got on
board the prize than they began laying their hands upon every-

thing within their reach. The chief matter of surprise here is,

that the Leander*? people should have permitted such spoliations,
when, in the twinkling of an eye, they might have thrown tho

plunderers back into the element out of which they had just
before raised them. Never was there a finer illustration of the

opinion entertained by honourable minds, of the duties which a

state of surrender imposes, than the non-resistance of the

Leander's crew under treatment so oppressive ;
the lions were

now changed to lambs
;
and all the British crew did was, to

hasten in patching up a boat, as well to convey Captain Thomp-
son and his principal officers on board of the Genereux, as to

bring back from the latter some officer of high rank, and, it was

hoped, of more honourable feelings, than the one they had been
f> »rced to receive.
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Captain Thompson and his officers soon found, to their cost,

how fallaciously they had judged of the French captain and his

lieutenants. By these the British were plundered of everything
save very little more than the clothes on their backs. Captain

Thompson owned a very large stock of shirts
; but Captain Le-

joillc would allow him to retain three only, tied up in a handker-

chief; and, in exchange for all the remainder of his clothes, gave
him an old great-coat : the wretch refused to the gallant officer

even his cot, although badly wounded.
In vain did Captain Thompson and his officers expostulate

with the captain on this harsh treatment-: in vain they reminded

him of the very opposite treatment experienced by the French
officers taken prisoners at the battle of the Nile. Captain Lc-

joille, with perfect nonchalance, answered,
" J'en suis fuche, niais

le fait est, que les Francais sont bons an pillage." Captain

Berry expressed a wish to have returned to him a pair of pistols

of which he had been plundered. They were produced by the

man who had taken them, and were immediately secured by the

conscientious Lejoillc, who told Captain Berry that he would

give him a pair of French pistols to protect him on his journey
home ; that promise, it need scarcely be added, was never ful-

filled.
1

In short. < '.i plain Thompson and his people experienced, while

on board this French ship of the line, acts of cruelly that would
have disgraced a Barbary corsair. The French carried their

inhumanity to such a pitch, that, just as the surgeon of the

Lcander had commenced performing the necessary operations

upon the wounded, they robbed him of his instruments; and
the severe wounds of Captain Thompson had nearly proved

fatal, by a refusal to allow his surgeon to visit him ! It was

actually not until after the '

r( n n ux and her prize had arrived

at Corfu, which was on the 1st of September, that Captain

Thompson could gel the attendance of Mr. Mulberry to extract

the musket-ball which had entered his arm; nor was that

i ven then accomplished, until the latter gentleman had been

smuggled on board the French ship unknown to her barbarian

of a captain.
A sailor's wardrobe being scarcely worth plundering, Captain

Lejoillc found other means of turning to his advantage the

resources of the poor fellows who had been in that capacity on

board the Lcander. Those who had been allowed to remain in

the prize were obliged to rig her with jury-masts, and refit her

I Naval Chronicle, vol. xiv., p. 10.
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for the voyage to Corfu : and those who had been transhipped
to the Gcncrcux, were compelled to splice the whole of that

ship's damaged rigging, before any other food was served out to

them than bread and water.

On the 1:8th of August, while the Genereux, having the

Leander in tow, was proceeding with her to Corfu, the 16-gun
brig-sloop Mutine, Captain the Hon. Thomas Bladen Capel,
bound, as we have already stated, to Naples, with duplicates of

the despatches with which the Leander had been charged, hove

in sight ; and such was the alarm on board the Guncreux, at

even this puny force, that the Frenchmen were preparing to

secure the prisoners below, cast off the prize, and make the best

of her way into port without her. Had the Mutine been rigged
with three uiar-ts instead of two, and approached somewhat
nearer than she did. the Gen< renx, in all probability, would have

fled, and the Leander been recaptured. Captain Capel, however,
as appears by the subjoined letter to Kear-admiral Xelson,
written on the arrival of the Mutine at Naples, mistook the two

Is fur ships of greater force : and that under circumstances

of rather an extraordinary nature. "On the 28th of August."

says Captain
• -

in latitude 3~ J
45', longitude 16 D

50', I

fell in with two linc-of-battle ships, one under three jury top-
mast-;, the second had a jury mizentopma-t, having the other

ship in tow. I passed so close as to make their hulls out dis-

tinctly. I also showed them French colours, which they
answered by the same- ; and I have not the smallest doubt,
from those circumstances, and the perfect recollection I have

of the Guillaume Tell and the Ge^nc'rcux. that it was those ships :

they were steering to the north-east, apparently for Corfu."'

The suffering* of the Leander's men did not cease with tho

arrival of the two ships at Corfu. The republican authorities

there seem to have considered the example of Captain Lejoillo
and his officers worthy of imitation to the very letter; and, with

all their characteristic hardihood, the seamen, more especially
the wounded portion of them, nearly perished under the load

of ill-treatment which was continued to be heaped upon them.2

At length the principal part of the officers, late belonging to

the Leander, were allowed to return home on their parole ;
but

Captain Lejoille actually detained the carpenter, Thomas

Jarrat, because he refused to furnish him with the dimensions

1 Clarke and M'Arthur's Life of Nelson, Consul at Trieste, in Naval Chronicle, vol.

i . p. 97. xiv., p. 11.
- See letter from Mx.St&nley,theBritish
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of the Leander's masts and yards. Several of the seamen also

were compelled to remain at Corfu ; and when, at a subsequent

day, a Turco-Bussian squadron was blockading the Genereux

in the port, Captain Lejoille tried to persuade some of the

Leandcr's men, of whose prowess he had received so in-

dubitable a proof, to assist him in forcing his way out to sea.

But the noble fellows lent a deaf ear to all the French captain's

promises of reward ; and, in particular, a maintopman, named

George Bannister, replied,
"
No, you d—d French r

1, give
us back our little ship, and we'll light you again till we sink."

Had Captain Thompson found an enemy in such a man as

Captain Bergeret,
1 or in anyone of those by whom Captain I High

of the Alexander had been captured,- or, in short, any among
fifty other French officers that might be named, his persevering
defence of his ship, his noble support of the flag under which he

served, would have gained him the esteem of his conqueror.
Far from plundering, he would have protected him. Far from

belying him, he would have told a plain talc of his own good for-

tune. Far from wishing to degrade his prisoner, that he might
make him a stepping-stone to his own exaltation, he would havo

paid him the homage one brave man pays to another; he would
even have endeavoured to heighten, rather than to diminish,

the splendour of a resistance, which to overcome had cost him
so dearly.

La a former edition of this work we gave an extract from,

and commented rather severely upon, a letter, or rather the

translation of letter, bearing the signature of the captain of

the Genereux, and transcribed at length in several English pub-
lications. "Wo have since sought in vain among the French

newspapers for the original of this letter, and begin to doubt

whether it ever appeared at all in a French press. The alleged

writer, we now find, has long ceased to be among the living.

"We will not, therefore, make ui^o of the contents of what has

the appearance of being ;i spurious production, to heap addi-

tional disgrace upon the memory of Captain Lejoille.

In a respectable French historical work, from which wo are

in the habit of occasionally quoting, is a brief notice of the

Leandcr's capture, as fairly stated in one part as it is unfairly,

or rather, to those who know the facts, ludicrously stated in

1 While a prisoner In England, Captain turned to England. Sir Sidney having in

Bergeret was permitted to go to Prance the mean time escaped, the British go-
on his parole, to endeavour to effect an vernment, with a proper feeling, gave
exchange between himself and Sir Sidney Captain Bergeret his liberty.

Smith; but, failing in his object, he re- * See vol. i., p. 203.
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another. The account represents the Leander to have mounted
50 guns,

"
cinquante canons," and to have fought the Genereux

" four Lours." Then follows in a note the following just remark :

"Le poids des boulets d'une bordee du vaisseau francais etait

double de celui des boulets d'une bordc'e du Leander, et la

coque de ce vaif-seau olfrait infiniment moins de resistance.

Notre impartialite nous fait un devoir de mentionner cette

circonstance, qui devient honorable pour les de'fenseurs du

vaisseau ennemi."

This is truly refreshing, after the highly exaggerated accounts

of the Genereux's performance, which we recollect to have read

in two or three numbers of the Moniteur. We wish the writer's

"impartiality" had stimulated him to make further inquiry
before he crave insertion to what follows, and which we shall

first present in English :

"
Lejoille possessed yet further claims

(alluding to his alleged valorous conduct at the battle of the

Nile) to the esteem of his enemies, by the manner in which he

treated the two English captains whom the chances of war had
thrown into his power. After having paid them every ima-

ginable attention, he sent them on their parole to England, the

moment the captain of the Leander was sufficiently recovered of

his wounds to support the journey."
"
Lejoille acquit encore

de nouveaux droits a l'estime de ses ennemis par la maniere

dont il traita les deux capitaines anglais que le sort des armes
avait fait tomber en son pouvoir. Apres avoir eu pour eux
toutes les attentions imaginables, il les renvoya sur parole en

Angleterre, aussitot que le commandant du Leander fut assez

bien retabli de ses blessures pour supporter le voyage."
1

At length Captains Thompson and Berry, with most of the

Leander's officers, reached their native country. The court-

martial, which sat on Captain Thompson, his officers and men,
for the loss of their ship, was held on the 17th of December,
179S, at Sheerness, on board the America 64. The following
was the sentence pronounced :

" The court having heard the

evidence brought forward in support of Captain Thompson's
narrative of the capture of the Leander, and having very ma-

turely and deliberately considered the whole, is of opinion, that

the gallant and almost unprecedented defence of Captain

Thompson, of his majesty's late ship Leander, against so supe-
rior a force as that of the Genereux, is deserving of every praise
his country and this court can give ; and that his conduct, with

that of the officers and men under his command, reflects not

1 Victoires et ConquStes, tome x., p. 386.
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only the highest honour on himself and them, but on their

country at large, and the court does therefore most honourably

acquit Captain Thompson, &c." The president, Captain George
Tripp, then addressed the captain nearly as follows: "

Captain

Thompson, I feel the most lively pleasure in returning you the

sword with which ymi have so bravely maintained the honour

of your king and country ;
the more so, as I am convinced that,

when you are again called upon to draw it in their defence, you
will add fresh laurels to the wreath you have already so nobly
won." The thanks of the court were also given to Captain

(knighted on the ll'tli) Sir Edward Berry : and CaptainThomp-
son, upon his return to the shore, was saluted with three cheers

by all the ships in the harbour.

Thus iiad Captain Thompson received from the sentence of a

court-martial, as honourable an acquittal as his heart could

desire
;
and he soon afterwards received, from the hand of his

sovereign, a boon which the proudest victor usually, but not

more rightfully claims, the honour of knighthood.
As every officer, win. was on board the Leander in her action

with tlie (ienereux, is entitled to have his name included in the

account, we arc happy in having it in our power to record the

names of the greater part, if not the whole, of those not already
mentioned in the return of loss. Her first-lieutenant was

William Richardson; her second and third, and her master,

appear among the wounded. Two master's mates were Jeremiah

[tassel and John Whitehead
;
a third is among the wounded.

Her midshipmen were, Charles Hardy, "William beynolds,

George Lempriere, John Coatcs, and Caisar "William Richard-

son ; exclusive of the three killed and the one wounded
; clerk,

< iharles Bullman ; surgeon, boatswain, and carpenter have been

already named. The gunner was John Burns, and the purser,

Daniel Eogg. Marine officer there was none on board but

tnt Dair, ami lie gallantly fell at his post.

It is not a little singular that, towards the close of the pre-

ceding war, tins same Leander had an engagement with a French

74. At midnight, en the 1-th of January, L783, while cruising

in the We^f Indies, the Leander, Captain JohnWillet Payne
(the same who command) d 1 sel in Cord Howe's action),

fell in with the French 74-gun sin']. Pluton, Captain d'Albcrt de

Rioms, partially disabled, it appears, either by a gale or an

action. The Leander herself commenced the attack, and soon

obtained a capital raking position on the TJ'.s starboard bow.

After a smart contest of two hours, the I'luton sheered off, with



3.] CAPTURE OF thi: decade; also of THE FLORE. 209

the loss of one lieutenant and four seamen killed, and 11 seamen
wounded. The loss on board the Leander amounted to 10

killed and wounded
;
the latter so badly, that two only of them

survived.

On the 22nd of August, at noon, the British 3S-gun frigate,

Naiad, Captain William Pierrepont, cruising off Cape Finisterre,

discovered and chased a French frigate in the east-north-east,
but at dark lost sight of her. Soon after midnight, however, tho

Naiad again saw the French frigate steering south-east, and con-

tinued the pursuit, with light breezes, during the remainder of

the night, and until 2 p.m. the next day: when the British

44-gun frigate, Magnanime, Captain the Honourable Michael

De Courcy, hove in Bight, and joined in the chase.

At about 5 p.m. the French 36-gun frigate, Decade, Captain

Vflleneuve, began firing her stern-chasers at her pursuers, par-

ticularly at the Naiad, the more advanced ship of the two ;
and

who, at Gh. 15m. f.m., commenced a lire in return. After a

running fight of about an hour from its commencement, but by
which, as ir appears, no damage or loss was inflicted on either

Bide, the Decade hauled down her colours.

The frigate was last from Cayenne; whither she had carried

the banished persons whom the Charente, on account of her

accident, had been obliged to reland. The Decade had on

board a crew of 326 men. but had left at Cayenne ten of her

guns : consequently, she mounted but 30 at the most, while the

Xaiad alone mounted 46, and of a heavier caliber. The prize
measured 915 tons, and was added to the British navy as a

12-pounder 36-gun frigate.

On the 7th of September, at noon, the British 38-gun frigate,

Phaeton, Captain the Honourable Robert Stopford, and 44-gun

frigat- Anson, Captain Philip Charles Durham, cruising in com-

pany off tip' French coast in the neighbourhood of the river

Gironde, fell in with, and after a chase of 24 hours, captured
the French 32-gun frigate Flore, eight days from Bordeaux, on a
crui

Although called a frigate in Captain Stopford's letter, the

Flore, it would appear, was not, at the time of her capture, a

national frigate, but a privateer, similar to the Citoyenne-
Francaise. the ship which, the first year of the war, had the

action with the Ins.' The Flore, however, had been a national

frigate, and a very remarkable one, as the following account of

her will show:—
1 See vol. i., p. 101.
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In the year 1757, the French frigate, Ycstale, measuring 698

tons English, and pierced to carry 32 long 12 and G pounders,
was launched at the port of Havre. In the spring of 1761, the

"Vestale was captured, offthe Penmarcks, by the 28-gun frigate

Unicorn, the look-out ship of a British squadron cruising off

Brest, and was added to the British navy by the name of Flora.

In the year 1778, the Flora was sunk by the British, at the

evacuation of Ehode Island, in order that she might not fall

into the hands of the Americans. The latter, however, with

their accustomed ingenuity, weighed the frigate, and then sold

her to her original masters, the French government ;
from whose

service, on account probably of her age, and comparatively small

dimensions, she appears to have been finally dismissed at the

conclusion of the peace in 1783.

On the 24th of October, at 8 a.m., the Texel bearing south

by east, distant 10 leagues, the British 18-poundcr, 36-gun

frigate, Sirius, Captain Richard King, while reconnoitring that

port, fell in with two Dutch ships of war, one the 36-gun frigate,

Furie, Captain Pletz, the other, the 24-gun corvette, Waak-

zaamheid, Captain Neirop ;
but the ships were not in a situation

for mutual support, being about two miles apart. Passing
within gun-shot of the former, which was the leewardmost, the

Sirius stood on until she could nearly fetch the Waakzaamheid.
At about 9 a.m.. Captain King, having thus, as was his object,

prevented the junction of the two ships, fired at and brought to

the Waakzaamheid, who immediately discharged a lee gun, and

hauled down her colours.

As soon as possession was taken of the Waakzaamheid, the

prisoners removed, and a prize-crew put on board, the Sirius

made sail alter the Furie : who, the instant she had witnessed

the bloodless surrender of her commodore (for Captain Neirop
was the senior officer), bore up, and, by the time the Sirius was

ready for pursuit, had nearly escaped out of sight. By 5 p.m.,

however, the Sirius had the good fortune to overtake the

escaping ship A running action now ensued, at times within

musket-shot distance, the Furie returning the heavy fire of the

Sirius, with a smart but ill-directed discharge of cannon and

musketry. This continued for about half an hour ; wh< n the Furie,

having her hull, masts, rigging, and sails much cut up, surren-

dered. The damage done to the Sirius was but trifling, she

having only received a shot through her bowsprit, had her

rigging and Bails a little injured, and one man wounded by a

musket-ball.



,.]
herald and FRENCH itjyateeks. 271

The guns of the Sirius. a frigate of 1049 ton?, were 44 in

number, similar to those of the Phoebe at a preceding page.
The 30 guns of the Furie, a frigate of 827 tons, were long Dutch
twelves and sixes ; and the 26 guns of the Waakzaamheid, a ship

of ."04 tons, were all. except two brass sixes, long Dutch eighl

two of these also brass, and, we believe, mounted in the bridle-

ports. Even then, 24 ports, calculated for 8 or 9 pounder gun

appear to be a great many for a ship of 504 tons. It is true,

that the Waakzaamheid had two ports of a side on a lower or

birth-deck; but the official letter expressly states, that she

mounted 24 guns on her main deck.

The Furie, out of a complement, including 1G5 soldiers, of

28 men and boys, suffered a loss of eight men killed and 14

wounded. The "Waakzaamheid, as we have seen, made no

defence ; therefore her crew, including 122 French soldiers, of

222 men and boys, escaped unhurt. This renders it unnecessary
to exhibit any formal statement of the comparative force of the

combatants : suffice it that, could the two Dutch ships have

united their strength in defence of their flag, they would still

have been hardly a match for the Sirius.

two prizes contained on board, between them, 6000 stands

of arc. -s other ordnance stores; which, along with the

troops, they were carrying to Ireland. Both ships were pur-
chased for the use of the British navy. One, under the name
of "Wilhelmina (a Fury being already in the service), became a

12-pounder 32-gnn frigate \
the other, under her own hard

name, was, for the short time she reigned as a cruiser, attached

to the 2<>gun class. A> a proof, too, that we had reason to

doubt her having mounted, when captured, 24 guns on the main

deck, 20 only were established there when the Waakzaamheid
was fitted out in the British service.

In the latter part of November, as the British privat

schooner Herald, of Jersey, Captain Thomas Pistock. was cruis-

ing off the Neapolitan coast, three French privateers commenced
a furious attack upon her. Captain Pistock, by an anim;

address, so inspirited the Herald's crew, that, after an action of

three hours' duration, the Herald beat off all three of her op-

ponents, leaving them with shattered hulls, and a loss, between

them, as reported to have been afterwards ascertained, of 30

in killed and wounded
; while the British vessel had the good

fortune not to lose a man.

The Herald was only of SO tons, and mounted 10 guns. 3. 4,

and 6 pounders, with a complement of 23 men
;
whereas the
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largest of the French privateers mounted, it is said, five long
18-pounders (one on a traversing carriage), and the other two,
four 8-pounders each: consequently the united crews of the
ihree must have amounted to at least 180 men. It is related also

that, on the night of the action, a felucca, with 22 men, suddenly

appeared alongside the Herald, with the view of carrying her by
boarding ;

but that a well-directed broadside from the Herald
sent the felucca and all that were in her to the bottom.

On his arrival at Naples shortly afterwards, Captain Pistock

received from all ranks, for his spirited behaviour, the highest
marks of attention and respect. The Duke of Sussex, who was
then at Naples, is said to have twice honoured Captain Pistoci

with an invitation to breakfast, and to have presented him with

a hanger of considerable value, marked with the initials of his

royal highness's name ; and one of the prince's suite, a Mr.Veers,

gave a pair of pistols to the gallant privateer's-man. The lattei

was also rei
! with great attention by Sir William Hamil-

ton, the British envoy. The brave crew of the Herald did not

iss unnoticed
;

as the British merchants at Naples raised

by subscription, and distributed between them, the sum of 200
dollars.

On the 7rh of December, as the British 22-gun ship Pcrdrix,

Captain William Charles Fahie, mounting 20 French 6-pounders
and two English 12-pounder carronades, was cruising to Leeward

of the island of St. Thomas, an American master gave informa-

tion that his vessel, the preceding evening, had been boarded

by a French ship-of-war, seven leagues to the eastward of

Virgin Gorda. Captain Fahie u ed every exertion to get to

windward of the last-named island
; but, owing to the prevailing

strong gale apanied at times by heavy squalls, the Per-
drix did not. until ilie 10th, effect that object. On the 11th, at*

daylight, a ship was discovered from the mast-head in the

south-east quarter, and soon ascertained to be a cruiser. Not a

moment was lost in pursuing her; and, after a 10 hours' chase,
the Perdrix brought to close action the French privateer-ship
Armee-d'Iialie, Captain Colachy, mounting 18 guns, four of

them long L2j ami i he remainder Long 8>pounders. An animated
fire was kept up for 42 minutes

;
when the latter, being reduced

to an unman . struck her colours.

The damages of the Perdrix v. fined to her rigging and

sails, and out of a crew of L53 men and boys, she e leaped with

only one man wounded : while the loss on board the Arme'e-

d'ltalie, whose crew numbered 117, amounted to six men killed
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and five wounded. Captain Fahie, in his official letter, highly
commends the conduct of the two lieutenants of the Perdrix,
Edward Ottley and James Smith : also of Mr. Muses Crawford,
tlie master, and Mr. Samuel Piguenet, the purser, the latter of

whom volunteered to serve on deck.

On the 5th of December the British 12-pounder 32-gun
frigate Ambuscade, mounting eight 24-pounder carronades

nil her 32 long guns, or 40 guns in all, Captain Henry
Jenkins, leaving some of her men in charge of a prize with
which she had just arrived at Portsmouth, again set sail on a.

cruise off the French coast. In a few days afterwards the Am-
buscade captured a brig and a chasse-mare'e, and placed in

charge of the former her second-lieutenant and a party of her
best men, receiving on board, from the two vessels, about 30
French prisoners. At this time her third-lieutenant, Joseph
Briggs, was confined to his cabin with a dangerous illness, and,
of her complement of 212, including a large proportion of boys,
no more than 190 remained.

Thus circumstanced, the Ambuscade, on the 14th, at 7 a.m.,
while lying to off the port of Bordeaux, in momentary expecta-
tion of being joined by the 32-gun frigate Stag, Captain Joseph
Sydney Yorke, discovered a sail coming down from the sea-

ward. None seemed to doubt that this was the Stag ; and, as

the ship approached end-on, no opportunity was afforded of

judging from the appearance of her hull. Accordingly, at the
usual hour, the officers and men went unconcerned to breakfast.

At a little before 9 a.m. the stranger had approached nearly
within gun-shot ; when, suddenly, she hauled close to the wind,
and made all sail to get away. The mistake was now discovered :

the hand> were turned up: and, in a little while, the Ambuscade
was under a press of sail in chase. In order to quicken her pro-

gress to windward, the hammocks were piped down. After this

the Ambuscade gained upon the chase
;
and at length, between

1 1 and 12 in the forenoon, got near enough to fire a shot. This
was immediately returned by the stranger, whom we may now
introduce as the French 28-gun frigate, or, in the old nomen-
clature, when the quarter-decks of this class were not armed,
••

24-gun corvette," Baionnaise, mounting 24 long French eights

upon the main deck, and six long sixes, with two brass 36-pounder
carronades, upon the quarter-deck, total 32 carriage-guns, besides

eight large swivels mounted upon her barricade. The Baionnaise

was commanded by Lieutenant de vaisseau Jean-Baptiste-Ed-
mond Richer, and had on board, including an officer and 30

VOL. II. T
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troops which she had brought from Cayenne, a crew of at least

250 men and boys. Indeed, according to the " role d'equipage,"
found on board this same ship when destroyed by a British ship-
of-war at a subsequent day, her established crew alone amounted
to 280.

Each ship, as soon as she had fired a shot in the manner

related, hoisted her colours. Soon afterwards the Baionnaise

shortened sail, and the action commenced. After it had con-

tinued about an hour, to the evident disadvantage of the French

ship, one of the Ambuscade's main deck 12-pounders, abreast of

the gangway, burst. By this unfortunate accident the gangway
Avas knocked to pieces, the boats on the boom stove, the lower

sill of the port blown away even with the deck, and 11 men

badly wounded. An accident of the kind never fails to damp the

ardour of the bravest and best disciplined ship's company :

what then must have been its effect upon a set of men so

utterly worthless, with very few exceptions, as those of the

Ambuscade ?

In the midst of the confusion consequent upon this disaster,

the Baionnaise made sail. The Ambuscade followed presently,
and recommenced the action to leeward

; but, coming up with a

crowd of canvas, shot far ahead. The Baionnaise, by this

time, had sustained considerable damage in her hull, rigging,
and spars, as well as a le :rvy loss in officers and men, including

among the wounded her captain and first-lieutenant; when, ac-

cording to the French accounts, the commandant of the troops

.nggested to the only sea-officer remaining on deck, the pro-

bable success of an attempt to board.

The plan being concurred in, the helm of the French ship
was put up, ami the Baionnaise ran foul of her opponent, carry-

ing away, with her bowsprit, the Ambuscade's starboard quar-
ter-deck bulwark, mizen shrouds and mizen mast, and unship-

ped the wheel. We are left to conjecture in what state the

Ambuscade was to have permitted this; at all events, tin;

ship could not have been under command. The Baionnaise

then dropped under the Ambuscade's stern; but still remain. sd

foul, having, by the fluke of In r anchor or a grappling-iron,

caught the, hitler's rudder-chain. 'I 'he French troops, from the

bowsprit, the head of which had fallen with the jib-boom and

spritsail yard, now co Qded, with their powerful musketry,

the whole range of the Ambuscade's quarter-deck.
A smart fire, in return, was kept up by the remnant of tho

British marin i much, however, to the disadvantage of tho
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bnbuacade, that, in a very short time, her first-lieutenant,

Dawson Main, received a musket shot in his groin, and was
lianded below, where lie almost immediately expired. Directly
afterwards Captain Jenkins received a shot that carried away
the top of his thigh-bone. He also was necessarily taken below.

Almost at the same instant Lieutenant Sinclair, of the marines,
received a wound in his thigh, and then another in the shoulder :

he, too, was compelled *o quit his quarters. Scarcely had he
been handed below, wntu the master, Mr. Brown, was shot

through the head, and fell on the deck amidst a heap of killed

and wounded. The only surviving lieutenant, Joseph Briggs, had
come out of his sick cot to take a part in the action : he was
wounded in the head. After this, the command devolved upon
Mr. "William Bowman Murray, the purser.
The gunner now came on deck, and reported that the ship

was on fire abaft; whereupon the majority of the surviving

crew, apprehensive of the magazine, quitted their quarters and

went below : where they remained, hi spite of every endeavour

of Mr. Murray to rally them. The alarm was occasioned by
the explosion of some cartridges, carelessly left upon the rudder-

1 during the discharge of a gun through the cabin windows

into the bow of tlie Baionnaise
;
an accident which, besides the

fatal panic it caused, badly wounded every man at the gun, and
. out a part of the Ambuscade's stern, and shattered the

jollyboat that had been hanging there. In the height of all

this confusion, the French soldiers, followed by the crew of the

1 laionnaise, of whose bowsprit they made a bridge, rushed upon
the now nearly abandoned quarter-deck of the Ambuscade ; and,
after a very short struggle, possessed themselves of the British

gate.

The loss sustained by the Ambuscade amounted to 10 killed,

and 36 wounded; including, among the former, her first-lieu-

nt and master, and, among the latter, her captain very

dangerously, third and only surviving lieutenant, and a lieu-

tenant of marines. The loss on the part of the Baionnaise

appears, l.y the French accounts, to have amounted to 30 killed,

and 30 badly wounded : including, among the former, the officer

in command of the troops, and, among the latter, Captain Richer

and his firstdieutenant. The number of slightly wounded is not

stated ;
but the whole wounded, if they bore something less even

than in the usual proportion to the killed, could not have

mounted to fewer than from 60 to 70 men.
Few actions, in the accounts of them, have been worse handled
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than that of the Ambuscade and Baionnaise. The English
historians have been either too sensitive to touch upon it, or

more than usually negligent in supplying
- themselves with de-

tails. Captain Schomberg, who in vol. iii. comprises his ac-

count in about 30 lines, rails the Baionnaise a French '•pri-

vateer*' of 32 guns. It was, however, some excuse, that even
the sentence of the court-martial upon Captain Jenkins, as pub-

lished, avoided naming the ship by which the Ambuscade had
been captured. In the dreadfully wounded state of Captain
Jenkins and his few surviving officers, it was as mxuli as he and

they could do merely to enumerate the guns mounted by the

Baionnaise. This they did, stating them at 32, but of what

calibers, or whether a part of them were not swivels, they left

unexplained. Next came a paragraph in the Moniteur, stating
in an official manner that the English frigate Ambuscade, of 40

guns, had been captured by the French corvette Baionnaise, of

20 guns. Thus was the British public left to decide to which
account they would give credit; one of them not very flattering,

the other quite humiliating, to the national pride.

We have now before us a French engraving of this action,

underneath which is inscribed,
" La Baionnaise, corvette fran-

chise, deT ingt-quatre canons de huit, prenant a l'abordage l'Env

buscade, frigate anglaise, de vingt-six canons dc seize, le vingt-
neuf Decembrc, 1798. Dessinee ct gravee par les ordres de

Monsieur I'Amiral Bruix, ministre de la marine et des colonies."

The statement, that one ship mounted '-21 guns," waits but to

be explained until we read that the other mounted "26 guns."
The fact is. much to the credit of Admiral Bruix, where a dif-

ferent mode of stating the guns would have cast a greater slur

upon the British vessel, the main-deck guns of each .ship are all

that are enumerated. The print represents a full broadside view
of the Baionnaise, without a single port obscured by smoke.

She lias 1 2 gun- run out on her main deck, with a bow or bridle

port, making I.", ports in all. Her forecastle is without a bul-

wark, and, of course, without guns ;
but the exposed side of her

quarter-deck shows four ports, with guns in them, the aftermost

one apparently a carronadc: four swivels also appear, mounted
in their usual place along the top of the barricade. Here, then.

we. have, as admitted by the French themselves, 30 long gun •

and two carronades ; comprising the number stated, not only

by the officers of the Ambuscade, but by those of the Ardent,

which ship, at a subsequent day, drove on shore and destroyed
this same Baionnaise.
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We may here remark, that the drawing is executed in a mas-

terly manner, and is minute even to a block. The stern of the

_lish ship, of which there is a full view, agrees, in all the

carved work, and in every other particular, with the stern of the

Ambuscade, according to the sheer-draught of the ship at the

navy-office, which we have inspected. This commendable accu-

racy affords a lesson to English naval painters. The Baionnaise,
at each of whose lower yard-arms a grappling-iron is suspended,

perfectly resembles in her general appearance, as far as our

information extends, the several captured ships of her class.

These were the liienvenue, Mignonne, Belette, Blonde, Tour-

terelle, Unite, Republicaine, and a few others; all of which ships

mounted, like the Baionnaise, 24 long eights on the main deck.

Besides these guns, the Tourterelle had six, and the Republi-

caine eight, brass 3G-pounder carrouades on the quarter-deck ;

the others, long G-pounders, with or without carronades. The
tablislied complement of the class appears to have been at

ihis time, however it may afterwards have been increased in

the ease' of tie- Baionnaise, 22<j men and boys; and the size of

tlie- captured ships, except in the cases of the Bienvenue and

Mignonne, whose measurements, having been taken in foreign

dock-yards, are, as we .--hall hereafter show, not to be relied

upon, varied only between ">T9 and 581 tons. The Ambuscade
measured 084 tons

; and, believing the picture from which this

engraving was taken to have been that "displayed in the

Louvre, and shown in the Luxembourg in 1821," we cannot

concur with a contemporary in the statement, that " the size of

the British ship was as much magnified beyond, as that of her

opponent was diminished below, the real fact.'*
1 On the contrary,

we think that here, as in the minutia) of detail already noticed,
.lisli naval artists have something to learn.

We wish we could Bpeak as favourably of an account in a

recently published French work of general respectability as we
have been induced to do of Vice-admiral Bruix's picture. The
i_'ist of that account is, that the Baionnaise " de vingt canons

de 8
"

captured the Ambuscade,
"
portant quarante-deux

Douches a leu de 18, 24, et G."- We have known cases wherein

a French minister of marine's account, on a point of pure
naval concern especially, might even exceed the bounds of moral

probability, and yet be maintained as true by a French historical

writer. "We now find, that it is only when no other French

1

BrentOD, vol. ii., p. 372. = Victoires et Conquetts, tome x., p. 427.
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account exceeds it in exaggeration that such implicit relianeo

is placed.
The disparity of force, in guns at all events, which did really

exist between the Ambuscade and Baionnaisc, should, and, but

for a succession of untoward accidents, doubtless would, have

led to a very different result. The bursting of a gun on board

a ship is irremediable. "Who knows but that the next gun, and

every gun in succession along the side, may prove equally trea-

cherous ? They are all of the same caliber, were put on board

at the same time, and cast at the same foundry. If the man
who had loaded the gun survived the explosion, he would

naturally insist, whatever was the fact, that no more than the

proper charge had been used. Hence, the ship's company
would attribute the misfortune to some flaw in the gun ;

whether the effect of original construction, or of age or negli-

gence, no matter. After the occurrence of such an accident,

the remaining guns are seldom well loaded, or well pointed.

Many shots would have been thrown away, and much injury
from tin •

enemy's unabated fire be sustained, ere that confidence

which is so necessary towards success would again reign

throughout the ship.

The gun-force of the Ambuscade, even while the cannonade

lasted, was of little comparative effect; and as soon as the

Baionnaisc got on board her adversary, it gave place to mus-

ketry. Here a new species of contest commenced
;
a contest in

which the French ship from superior numbers had some, and,

from superior tactics and other circumstances many, advantages.

Thirty veterans of the famous regiment of Alsace, headed by
an enterprising officer, and assisted by a French crew of more
than siren (inns their number, stood opposed to about 20 young
marines, and L70 seamen (officers, men, and boys), of whom
three-fourtl we mean Qf themen—were the scum of the British

navy. Nor had the sailors been improved in discipline, or in

love for the service, by the partial and ill-judged conduct of

Captain Jenkins; who, it seems, had brought with him, from

the 7'1 -gun Bhip Camatic, a party of seamen, whom he styled the

"Gentlemen Carnatics ;" distmguishing those he found on board

the frigate by the opprobrious epithet of
"
Blackguard Ambus-

cades." Captain .Tonkins thus raised two parties in his ship :

and it may easily be conceived by which he was abandoned in

the hour of trial. The early fall of the principal officers, the

explosion in the cabin, and the reported fire in the neighbourhood
of the magazine, were turned to advantage by the cowardly and
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disaffected : and the Ambuscade was lost, under circumstances

discreditable to the ship, and to everyone belonging to her.

There can be no doubt that Captain Jenkins, and his officers,

and several of the Ambuscade's seamen and marines, were brave

men : they proved themselves so in the blood they spilt at their

quarters. Eut what excuse can be offered for not having ascer-

tained, by the customary mode of signals, the true character of

the strange ship when she first hove in sight ? Had that been

done, much confusion would have been avoided, and the Ambus-
cade might have obtained the weather-gage, and thereby kept
her adversary from boarding. Another ten minutes' cannonade

from her 12-pounders would then in all probability, owing to

the loss which the fire of the first ten had already inflicted on

rhe French ship, have totally reversed the issue of the battle.

Why were the hammocks not brought on deck and restowed?
< U what use were they, if not to shelter the men from the enemy's

musketry?
After the action the two ships proceeded to Eochefort

; where,
«.n the 20th, they arrived in safety. The rejoicings of the

French were loud and general: and who can say they were
ill founded ? It was literally, that an English frigate had been

captured by a French corvette. The executive directory, to

express their sense of the merits of the action, decreed that there

should be paid to the officers and crew of the Ba'ionnaise, to be

distributed according to the prize-law, 3500 francs (about 146?.

sterling) for i very long gun and carronade onboard the Ambus-
cade

;
and the government immediately promoted Captain Eicher

from '•

lieutenant," over the next step, to
"
capitaine de vaisseau."

This, it will be admitted, was no more than he merited
; and,

the officer in command of the troops survived the action, he
too would undoubtedly have been promoted. The Ambuscade
was added to the French navy under the same name translated

into French (Embuscade), but she .was not, as stated in the

BfoniteuT, "une fregate neuve," -having been built as long ago
as the year 1773.

Captain Jenkins and his surviving officers and ship's com-

pany as soon as they returned to England, were, as a matter of

course, brought to a court-martial for the loss of the Ambuscade.
The court sat on the 26th, 27th, and 28th of August, on board

the Gladiator, in Fortsmouth harbour. At the expiration of

three days of the most minute and patient investigation, a sen-

tence of acquittal was pronounced upon the captain and his

surviving officers, and the loss of the ship was attributed t>>
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many of the circumstances already detailed. Part of the ship's

company "were praised for their meritorious exertions, and the

remainder animadverted upon for conduct of a quite opposite
character. The court, however, not possessing the means of

discrimination, and fearful of involving the innocent with the

guilty, acquitted the whole ship's company. Captain Jenkins

was still suffering under the effects of the dreadful wound he

had received, and looked extremely ill. This probably operated
in mitigating the sentence. Otherwise the captain no doubt

would have been, if not more seriously dealt with, severely re-

primanded, for the undisciplined state of his ship, and for the

unseamanlike manner in which the action, from first to last, had

been conducted.

Colonial Expeditions.
— West Indies.

It being found expedient for the British troops to evacuate

Port-au-Prince, St. Marc, and Arcahaye, in the island of St.

Domingo, Brigadier-general the Honourable Thomas Maitland,
the British commanding officer on shore, sent a flag of truce on
the 22nd of April, to the Pepublican General Toussaint-Louver-

ture, with a proposal for the suspension of arms, not to exceed

live weeks, and for a guarantee in favour of the lives and pro-

perties of all those inhabitants who might choose to remain.

These terms being agreed to, and properly ratified, the troops,

stores, and such of the inhabitants as were desirous to quit, were
embarked on board the Thunderer 74, Abergavenny, 54, and
other British ships-of-war ;

and on the 9th of May, the repub-
lican French were put in possession ofthe ceded places. The ships
then proceeded to Cape Nicolas Mole, where the troops and
French refugees were safely disembarked. Shortly after this

the three French 36-gun frigates Bravoure, Cocarde, and Sirene,
arrived at Cape Francois from Europe with supplies, and on the

4th of December go1 safe back to Lorient.

In the month of August the Spaniards evinced a disposition
to attack the British settlement at the bay of Honduras. The

regular force on shore at the post was composed of small detach-

ments of the GOrd and 6th West India regiments and of the

royal artillery, under the command of Lieutenant-colonel Thomas
Barrow ; and the naval force consisted of only one British vesscl-

of-war, the 16-gun ship-sloop Merlin, Captain John Ralph Moss,

lying at anchor in the port of Belize. Besides the Merlin, how-

r, the following colonial gun-boats had just been fitted up,
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die Towzer, Tickler, and Mermaid, sloop-rigged, the latter -with

oe long 9, and each of the others with one long 18 pounder,
and 25 men ; the schooners Swinger and Teazer, the one with

four 1 1 and two 4-pounders, and the other with six C-pounders,
and 25 men each

;
and eight gun-flats, with one 9-pounder in

the prow, and 16 men each : making, with one supernumerary,
254 men, including officers. The Towzer and Tickler were com-
manded by two masters of merchantmen, and partly manned
with their sailors : the remainder of the officers and men belong

ing to the flotilla consisted of volunteers from the colonial troops
The force with which the Spaniards were preparing to make

the attack consisted of about 20 schooners and sloops, armed,

the greater part of them, with one long 24-pounder in the bow.
and two long ISs in the stern, besides from 8 to 22 swivels

along the waist. There were also 10 or 11 transports or vic-

tuallers, schooner and sloop rigged, each armed with heavy bow
and stern guns, and swivels on the sides. The seamen em-

ployed on board this flotilla numbered, as was understood, about

000, and were imder the orders of Captain Bocca-Xegra : the

troops amounted to about 2000, and were commanded by Field-

marshal Arthur o'Xeil.

On the 3rd of September the Spaniards endeavoured to force

a passage over Montego-key shoal, with five vessels, two of

which carried long 18 or 24 pounders, and the provisions and

stores of all of which, in order to lighten them, had been shifted

to other vessels. The Tickler, Swinger, and Teazer instantly

proceeded to annoy these five Spanish vessels, and by dark,

compelled them to retire. This afforded to the commanding
officer of the British vessels the opportunity of drawing and

destroying all the stakes and beacons which the Spaniards had

placed in the narrow and intricate channel, and without the use

of which none but vessels of a very light draught of water could

pass. On the following day, the 4th, the attempt to pass the

;-hoal was renewed, and defeated in a similar manner. On the

5th the same Spanish vessels, accompanied by two others, and

by several launches filled with troops, endeavoured to get over

the same shoal by another passage, but were repulsed, appa-

rently with loss. On this, as well as on the two preceding
days, the Spaniards expended an immense quantity of ammuni-
tion to no manner of purpose ;

while the British fired compara-

tively little, but with a steady precision that produced a sensible

effect.

Having no doubt that the next effort of the Spaniards would
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be against St. George's key, from which they might easily go
down to the Belize, only nine miles distant, and there destroy
the town and harass the inhabitants, Captain Moss, in the night

of the 5th, weighed, and by noon on the following day worked,

up to the key. Twelve of the heaviest among the Spanish ves-

sels were then under way, for the purpose of making the attempt ;

but, on seeing the Merlin and the flotilla of gun-boats so near,

the Spaniards hauled to the wind and returned to their former

anchorage, between Long-key and Key-chapel.
The Spanish vessels continued working and anchoring among

the shoals, at the distance of four or five miles from the Merlin

and gun-boats, until the 10th; when, at 1 p.m., nine sail of

armed sloops and schooners, each with a launch astern full of

men, bore down through the channel that led to the Merlin.

Five smaller vessels, also with troops on board, were at anchor

to windward, at the distance of about a mile and a half: and

the remainder of the Spanish flotilla lay at Long-key Spit, as if

awaiting the issue of the contest. The Spanish vessels ap-

proached, in line abreast, using both sails and oars ; and, on

arriving within long gun-shot, dropped anchor. It seeming to

be their intention to board the Towzer and Tickler, which vessels

lay much nearer to them than the bulk of the flotilla, Captain

Moss, at 1 h. 30 m. p.m., made the signal to engage. Tho
British immediately opened an animated and apparently de-

structive fire, which was returned by the Spaniards, and tho

cannonade lasted two hours and a half. At the end of that

time the Spaniards, in evident confusion, cut their cables, and

sailed and rowed off, b by a number of launches, which

took in tow the greater part of their vessels. No man was hurt

on the pari of the British : but the Spaniards, from the hasty

manner of (heir retreat, appeared not to have been so fortunate.

Owing to the shoal water, the Merlin was unable to follow tho

Spanish vessels ; and the remainder of the British flotilla, with-

out her support, would have been no match for them. The

whole therefore effected their escape. The Spaniards remained

under Key-chapel until the night of the 15th, when they moved

off with a Blight southerly wind. Some of the vessels went to

Baccalar, and others to Campeachy; nor did the Spaniards

again venture to attack the I'.ritish possessions in Ilonduru

bay.
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"With respect to the state of the J Jriti.^-Ii navy at the commence-
ment of the present year, it will suffice to refer to the usual

abstract of its numbers and strength.
1 "We may notice, how-

ever, that two fine line-of-battle classes, L and M, have more
than doubled themselves since the beginning of the preceding

year. Indeed all the principal columns in the abstract exhibit

an increase of numbers
; arising, in part, from newly-built ves-

sels, but chiefly from captures made at the expense of the

French, Dutch, and Spanish navies respectively.
2 The nun

of British ships-of-war, wrecked and founded during the year

179S, is still of considerable amounts but fewer of the crews,
it is gratifying to observe, perished, than amidst the similar

mishaps of the preceding year. We may here remark, in pass-

ing, that, as respects the French, Dutch, and Spanish navies,
the foundered, wrecked, and burnt cases do in all probability
fall short of the real number, no nation but England publishing

any list of losses that her navy sustains.

The number of commissioned officers and masters belonging
to the British navy at the commencement of the year was,—

lirals 21

nirals 36
irals 42

„ superannuated 28

Captains 547

,, superannuated 19

Commanders, or sloop-captains . . . 336
Lieutenants 2157

superannuate' !

Masters 5">5

' See Appendix, Annual Abstract,No. 1. 3 ihitl. Xo. 17.

1 See Appemli::, IS . 15, 16. * VTiUi the rank of com;..
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and the number of seamen and marines voted for the service of

the year 1799, was IL'0,000.
1

The opening of the present year saw France with a second

coalition formed against her. Naples and Sardinia had, as Ave

have 6een, recommenced hostilities with no great eclat
;
but

Austria was preparing to lend them her powerful aid, and

Russia had already united with Turkey in revenging Buona-

parte's llagrant attack upon Egypt. France, on the other

hand, was making great exertions to withstand the host of foes

which, thus aroused, had again confederated against her
; and,

among other measures taken, orders had issued, since the 25th

of the preceding November, for the construction of 1G ships of

llie line, IS heavy frigates, and 12 corvettes.

Vice-admiral Eustache Eruix, the French minister of marine,
; [so went down from Paris, with money to pay the seamen at

Brest, and remained at that port superintending the equipment
of the ships. In consequence of this, the utmost activity pcr-
a aded every department, and, towards the middle of April, 25

ships of the line and several frigates were ready for sea. The
minister addressed a proclamation to the seamen, much in the

same style as the " instructions
"
transmitted from the directory

at the commencement of the year 1794. Vice-admiral Bruix

adverted to the splendid actions of the Charente and of the

Baionnaise, as well as to the vigorous resistance made by the

Seine, and by the squadron under Commodore Bonipart. The

addresB, or that part of it at least which promised that the

families of the seamen should be provided for in their absence,
and that a third part in value of the prizes should be paid to

them immediately after capture, drew the seamen from the

private its to the national ships, and thus answered the purpose
intended

In the first three or four months of the present year, the

British force cruising off Brest consisted of a squadron of eight
or nine sail of the line, under the successive command of Vice-

admiraJ Sir Charles Thompson, baronet, in the Formidable 98,

Vice-admiral Lord Hugh Seymour, in the Sans-Fareil 80, and

Bear-admiral the Honourable George Cranfield Berkeley, in the

Mars 74. On the 16th of April, at G p.m., a French convoy,

consisting of the armed store-ships Dromadaire and Necessite,

and 50 other vessels, escorted by Captain Pierre-Marie Lc Bozec,
with the corvettes Etonnante, Societe, Mignonne, and Cigogne,
and lugger Vautour, were chased by Bear-admiral Berkeley's

1 See Appendix, Xo. 18.
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Bqnadron, but effected their escape into Brest. On the 17th,

early in the morning, Admiral Lord Bridport, who, with the

1 loyal George and five or six other ships, had sailed from

St. Helens on the 13th, arrived off Ushant, and superseded
Rear-admiral Berkeley in the command.
On the 25th, Lord Bridport looked into the port of Brest, and

counted 13 French Hne-of-battle ships at anchor, and five under

way, in the road of Bertheaume, as if preparing to put to sea

with the fresh north-east wind then blowing. The British fleet

was at this time right in the centre of the Iroise passage, and

not above five or six miles to the south-west of the Black Rocks.

At 2 p.m. Lord Bridport made sail to the west-north-west, and

in two hours was about four leagues to the west-south-west of

Ushant, with, including the Russel, which was then about join-

ing, the following 16 sail of the line :
—

iJun-ship.
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•iun-ship.

o , ( Formidable

\ Indomptable
'

Jemraappes
Mont-Blanc

Tyrannicide
Batave .

Constitution

Duquesne .

Fougueux .

Censeur

Zele . .

4 I Redoubtable

Wattigny .

Tourville .

Cisalpin
Jean-Bart .

Gaulois

Convention

Revolution .

J. J. Rousseau

Dix-Aout .

, Commod. Pierre-Julien Thre'ouart.
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for the most part, been serving in the gun-boats all the preced-

ing summer. What a fleet of 25 sail of the line, thus manned,
might accomplish, may readily be conceived: -what it did ac-

complish we shall presently proceed to show.
It was about 9 a.m. on the 26th, just as the last 10 or 11

ships of this immense fleet were rounding the Saintes, that tho
British 36-gun frigate, Xymphe, Captain Percy Fraser, dis-

covered them. Making all sail to rejoin her fleet with the

intelligence, the Nymphe, at noon, Ushant bearing east-north-

east, distant five leagues, lost sight of the French ships ; and at

1 r.M., with the signal for an enemy flying, fell in with the

Dragon, who quickly repeated the signal to Lord Bridport's
fleet. The admiral immediately made sail towards Brest to

ascertain the truth of the information, and on the 27th at noon
found that the French fleet had really eluded his vigilance.
Lord Bridport instantly sent despatch-vessels home, and ordered

all reinforcements to join him off Cape Clear; whither, after

sendingtwo other small vessels, with the important information,
to Lord Keith oil" Cadiz, and to Earl St. Vincent at Gibraltar,
tlie admiral himself departed with all possible speed.
On the 30th, Lord Bridport arrived off Cape Clear, and soon

found his force augmented to 26 sail of the line. Among the

small vessels that joined his lordship, was the hired armed

lugger, Black duke
; which, on the 27tn, when 20 leagues west

of I shant, had fallen in with and captured the French chasse-

maree Bebecca, of four swivels and seven men, just out of

Brest, having on board a capitaine de frc'gate witli despatches
for Ireland. This was of course a ruse, and a successful one it

proved; as it fixed the British admiral to the Irish coast, when,
according to the concurrent testimony of several respectable

merchant-masters, the Brest fleet had, on the 30th, reached the

latitude of 46 D and the longitude of 3°, and was left steering

south-west, with a fine wind at north.

But, thru again, the Paris journals persisted in declaring,
that the destination of the armament was Ireland; and some of

them augmented the number of troops on board the fleet to

25,000. Perhaps, too, it was a part of the plan, for the mal-

contents in Ireland, to circulate reports now and then, that a

strange fleet had made its appearance on the coast. The British

admiralty, however, having a large disposable liue-of-battle force,

had sent, and continued to send, strong detachments to the coast

of Spain and the Mediterranean
;
but the time for striking the

blow had undoubtedly gone by.
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The chief command of the British naval force along the coast

of Spain and in the Mediterranean still remained with Admiral
Earl St. Vincent; but, owing to his lordship's indifferent state

of health, the active part of the duty fell upon the second in

command, Yicc-admiral Lord Keith. During the first four

months of the year, the vice-admiral, with a squadron sometimes
of 11, but at no time exceeding 15 sail of the line, and a sing]

frigate or so, or perhaps none at all, lay at anchor about eight
miles from Cadiz, blockading 19 Spanish sail of the line, IT of

which at least were sea-going ships, four frigates, and i »ne or

two corvettes. Even the occasional trips, that the British were

obliged to make to Tetuan for water, failed to rouse the

Spaniards from that state of inactivity which habit had seem-

ingly rendered the chief enjoyment of their lives. Whenever
the British came to the anchorage, the ships of war in Cadiz

harbour exhibited the same quiescent appearance as when last

seen.

The French line-of-battle force in the Mediterranean had been
reduced by the victory of the Nile to a very insignificant amount.
At Malta was the SO-gun ship Guillaume Tell, also the ex-

Maltese G4s A th enien and Degon : at Corfu, the 74 Geiurcux
;

and, at the several ports named, the following nine ex-Vene-
tian C4s : at Alexandria, the Caussc and Dubois, at Ancona, the

Beyrand, Hochc (the second), Laharpe, and Stengel, and at

Toulon, recently returned from Corsica, the Banel, Fromintin,

and Robert: all named after generals who had distinguished

themselves, under Buonaparte in Italy and Germany. Of these

eleven 64-gun ships, not above seven, if so many, were fully

armed and fit for service.

it was Btated in the first edition of this work, that the French
Venetian fleel consisted of "twelve G4-gun ships, and 32 frigates,

corvettes, and galleyB." A contemporary first misquotes the

passage thus, '-twelve line-of-battle ships and thirty frigates
and corvettes." 1 whereas the galleys alone were in number 18 ;

and then adds :

'• But of their existence there is every reason to

doubt, and certainly they were never seen or heard of by the

commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean." 2
Strange this, when

wo shall soon have occasion to name several of the 64s, and

most of the frigates, as connected with the operations of the

belligerents in that very Mediterranean sea.

On the morning of the 3rd of May, four days only after Lord

Keiths fleet had returned off Cadiz from watering at Tetuan,

• Rrcnton, vol. ii-, p. 378. - Ibid.
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the l'-'-pounder 32-gun frigate Success, Captain SbuldhamPeard,
and 1 1-gun brig-sloop Childers, Captain James Coutts Crawford,

joined company ;
the brig with intelligence, tliat five Spanish

sail of the line had escaped from Ferrol, and the frigate, that

she had, at noon on the 1st, when about 35 leagues west of

Oporto, fallen in with the Brest fleet, steering south-west by
south, and had been chased by it until 4 p.m. on the 2nd, when
the two leading ships hove to for their companions astern, and
the Success escaped. At this time the British fleet before Cadiz

consisted of the

Gun-sbip.

112 Ville-de-Paris .

Barfleur . .

Prince George

London

i
Princess-Royal

Namur
r. ( Foudroyant .

Gibraltar .

'

Montagu .

Northumberland

Marlboro
'4 ^ Warrior .

Hector

Defence

ic .

Captain Walter Bathurst.

Vice-admiral (r.) Lord Keith, K.B.

Captain George Barker.

Vice-admiral (w.) Sir William Parker, Bart

Captain William Bowen.

, ,
John Child Purvis.

, , John William Taylor Diion.

, , William Luke.

, , William Brown.

, , William Kelly.

, ,
John Knight.

, , George Martin.

, , Thomas Sotheby.

, , Charles Tyler.

, ,
John Elphinstone.

, ,
Lord Henry I'aulet.

, , Robert Cuthbert.

Immediately on the receipt of this news the fleet, accom-

panied by one frigate only, the Success, got under way, and

prepared for action. At 11 a.m. the Childers, with three trans-

ports under her protection, was despatched to Earl St. Vincent

ibraltar. During the remainder of the day, and throughout
the ensuing night. Lord Keith, with his 15 line-of-battle ships
formed in line, continued to stand off and on the harbour, with
tlic wind blowing fresh from the northward and westward.

< >n the 4th, at 8h. 30 m. a.m., the French fleet was seen

about five leagues off in the west-north-west. At 10 a.m. the

Majestic signalled that the strange fleet numbered altogether 33

sail. The French ships then wore from the rear, and formed on

the larboard tack, with their heads to the north-east ;
and the

British ships immediately formed on the same tack. Soon

afterwards the French fleet again wore, and stood away to the

south-west, the wind then a perfect storm. At 5 p.m. the town
of Cadiz bore from the Barfleur, south-east by south distant

VOL. II. u
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five or six leagues, and the French ships, in the hazy state of

the weather, had all disappeared. The gale, blowing right into

the harbour of Cadiz, rendered it impossible for the Spanish

ships to come out to join their friends in the offing, even had

they been ready or disposed. The same wind blew fair for the

Straits, and drove the French ships before it.

On the 5th, at daybreak, the town of Cadiz then only eight
miles distant from the British fleet, four French ships of the

line, standing on the starboard tack, with the wind fresh at

south-west, showed themselves in the north-west. At 8 a.m.

these ships, which, on account of the bad weather probably, had

dropped astern of their companions, passed about seven miles

to windward of the British fleet, and by 10 a.m. were out of

sight. On the same day, at 5 p.m., in 'thick hazy weather,
26 French ships, of which 19 at least were ascertained to be of

the line, were seen from the rock of Gibraltar, passing through
the Straits into the Mediterranean. These were known to be

the Brest fleet, as, early on the preceding day, the Childers had
arrived with despatches from Lord Keith.

On the 6th the ships-of-war in Cadiz were observed with

their topgallantmasts struck, and their topsails loosed to dry;
a proof that they were not then, however they may have been
before the gale commenced, ready to proceed to sea. At noon
Lord Keith proceeded off Cape Spartel, and at noon on the 8th

was cruising within five leagues of it. The fleet shortly after-

wards stood bach marly to the entrance of Cadiz bay, and one
or more of the ships were sent close in to reconnoitre the har-

bour. Finding the Spanish ships, now counted as it appears
al 22 of the lin<\ still in port, Lord Keith steered for the bay
of Gibraltar, having received on the evening of the 9th an order

to thai effect from Earl St. Vincent. Admitting the number of

line-of-battle ships in Cadiz to have been correctly reported, of

which we have sunn doubt, one of the three beyond the 19

known to have been in the port was the French 71 Censeur,
which ship had lost her foretopmast, and been otherwise dis-

abled in the gale of the 4th, and had since slipped in unper-
ceived l>y the British fleet.

Notwithstanding the assertion of a contemporary, we confess

our inability to discover, either that the French fleet of "
twenty-

fix" sail of the lino
" wished to enter" the harbour of Cadiz, or

that the British fleet of "sixteen'-' sail of the line "offered

battle.'' 1 We believe it was not the intention of Admiral Bruix
1 Brenton, vol. ii., p. 475.
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to enter Cadiz, but merely to show himself off each of the three

Spanish ports, I'errol, Cadiz, and Carthagena, m order that the

ships within them might sail out and effect their junction. The
Ferrol ships had actually quitted port with that object in view

and. by a mere accident, had missed the Brest fleet; and, if the

weather had permitted them, the Cadiz ships, or 17 sail of them
at least, would in all probability have put to sea. No doubt,
in such a case, Lord Keith would have been bound to make a

retreat ; and there can be as little doubt that, should the British

fleet have been forced to engage, all that a fleet so inferior in

force could accomplish would have been effected. Beyond this

it was idle to hope ;
and we can only suppose that Earl St.

Vincent, when in a letter to the secretary of the admiralty he
used the expression,

" the French squadron eluded the vigi-

lance of Lord Keith by the darkness of the atmosphere,"
1

was unacquainted with the real strength of that French

squadron.
The Childers brig, immediately upon her arrival at Gibraltar

from Lord Keith, was despatched with orders to rejoin imme-

diately the Edgar 74, Captain John M'Dougall, lying in Tetuan

bay. Bear-admiral Frederick, who was residing on shore at
< ribraltaron account of extreme ill health, took this opportunity
of hoisting his flag on board an effective line-of-battle ship.

Is were also despatched by the commander-in-chief to

Bear-admirals 1 mckwurth at Minorca, and Nelson at Balermo,
and to Captains Ball off Malta, and Sir Sidney Smith off

Alexandria. Several expresses had also been sent to Lord
Keith ; but, owing to the continuance of the south-west .

the vice-admiral did not receive his order of recal, we believe,

until the evening of the 9th. On the 1' tli. at 9 a.m., Lord Keith

anchored in Gibraltar; as, on the same afternoon, did the Edgar
from Tetuan.

Every despatch -was now used in victualling the ships; and

on the 11th, at sunset, Earl St. Vincent shifted his flag from

the Souverain guardship to the Ville-de-Paris
;

as did also

Bear-admiral Frederick, from the Edgar to the Princess-Royal.

On the 12th. at 11 a.m., the British fleet, consisting of 1G sail

of the line, weighed and bore up for the Mediterranean. On
the 17th and 18th the ships encountered a severe gale of wind,
but escaped without much damage. On the 20th, at noon,
when off the island of Minorca, the fleet was joined by the

1

Rrenton, vol. ii., p. 358.
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Gun-ship.
/ t .

,
( Rear-admiral (w.") John Thomas Duckworth.

Leviathan . .

j (; , lltaiu n , urv |,j,by .

74 \ Centaur . . . . „ John Mark ham.

Bellerophon. . . „ Henry d'Esterre Darby.
. Powerful „ William O'Brien Drury.

On the same evening, the fleet, with the exception of the

Edgar, who had run aground to the south-east of Hospital

island, anchored in Port-Mahon. The Edgar remained on sin >re

until midnight on the 21st
; when, having removed all her

guns into some transports, and been assisted in heaving off

by the Barfleur and Defence, she floated, and anchored in the

harbour.

The departure of Lord Keith from before Cadiz, on the 6th,

enabled the Spaniards, by the 14th, to put to sea with 17 sail of

the line, of which six were three-deckers. On the 17th, this

fleet passed the Straits, and, not being in very good trim for

withstanding foul weather, suffered considerably by the gale of

that and the following day. Eleven of the ships were more or

less dismasted by it
; but, on the 20th, the whole, except one

ship which arrived afterwards, succeeded in gaining Carthagena.
In order to show how differently the same gale could treat an

English and a Spanish fleet, the names of the dismasted ships
of the latter, as officially announced in the Madrid Gazette, are

here subjoined :
—

Gun-sliip.

1
, ( Conception . . . Lost her foremast, and very leaky.

^Mexicano . . . Totally dismasted
;
four men killed, &c.

Conquistador . . Totally dismasted,
Oriente .... Lost her main and mizen masts.

Pelayo .... Ditto, and sprung her foremast.

7 1 San-Francisco-di -Asi I ost her foremast.

-Joaquim . . Ditto mainmast, and sprang her foremast.
•
s :.' . . . 'I'.

.i.illy dismasted.

Soberano . . . Lost her mainmast.

.1 Matilda. . . . Totally dismasted.

It appears, also, that the Santa-Ana three-decker made 20

inches of water per hour, and that the San-Francisco-de-1'anlo
ami San-Pablo 74a had sprung or carried away their tillers. One
of the brigs, too, had lost her foremast and bowsprit. Just a

week previous to the arrival of the Spanish fleet at Carthagena,
the French fleet, ting, according to the French accounts,
of 25 sail of the line, five frigates, and four or five corvettei ,

entered Toulon. In passing the Straits, two of the ships had
run on board each other, and received considerable damage.
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< >n the 22nd of May. at noon, Earl St. Vincent got under way
from Purt Mahon

;
and on the 23rd, at 5 a.m., the Edgar, who,

highly to the credit of her officers and crew, had since early on

the preceding morning reshipped and remounted the whole of

Tuns, weighed also, and joined the admiral off the harbour.

Having now under his command 20 sail of the line and a few

smaller vessels, Earl St. Vincent made sail in the direction of

Toulon.

On the 20th, when in latitude 42 3
north, in consequence, we

suppose, of information that the Spanish fleet had arrived at

Carthagena, the British fleet steered to the westward, and at

noon on the 27th was about 35 miles to the east-north-east of

Cape San-Sebastian, waiting to intercept the Spanish fleet in

it should attempt to effect a junction with the French fleet

in Toulon. On the 30th, while cruising off Cape San-Sebastian
with this object in view, the admiral received intelligence of the

sailing of the French fleet from Toulon three days before. On
this, Earl St. Vincent, at 2 r.M.

,
detached Rear-admiral Duck-

worth with the Leviathan, Foudroyant, Northumberland, and
rL-infurce Lord Nelson at Palermo, and at G p.m.

- joined by the

Gun-sliip.

Qceen Charlotte .
-

C r
;'

< 1'* rIlll

i

i™ 1 (O ^mes Hawkins Whitshed

( Captain John Irwin.

( Captain ....,, Sir Richard John Strachan, Bart.
74 I '-fiance . . . . ,, Thomas Revell Shivers.

[_
Bellona Sir Thomas BoulJen Thompson.

64 Repulse . . . .
, , James Alms.

The British fleet, thus augmented to 21 sail of the line, steered

along the Spanish coast, and at noon on the 1st of June was
about 40 miles to the eastward of Barcelona. Seeing no enemy
in this direction, the fleet put back to the northward and east-
ward under all sail. On the 2nd, when about 70 miles south-
west of Ton", a, Bar] St. Vincent, finding his health getting
worse, parted company in the Ville-de-Paris

;
and Lord Keith

took the command of the fleet, now deprived of the use of the
heaviest ship in it, by her departure upon a service for wlrich a

frigate would have answered.
On the 3rd, in the afternoon, having arrived close off Toulon,

the two advanced ships of the fleet, the Centaur and Montagu,
opened a fire upon a brig-corvette and several settees standing
into the road, and took possession of four of the latter, which

they dismantled and burnt. The French forts fired at the two
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British 74s but without effect. From the prisoners intelligence

was obtained, that the French fleet, on quitting Toulon, had

steered to the eastward
;
and to the eastward the British fleet

accordingly bent its course. On the 5th, in the afternoon, when
the fleet had just crossed the gulf of Frejus, the British hired

armed brig Telegraph, Lieutenant James Alexander Worth,

joined company, with intelligence of having, the preceding even-

ing, seen the French fleet at anchor in Yado bay. The British

fleet immediately made all sail in that direction. On the 6th

the forts on the small islands of Sainte-Margurete and La-

Garoupe, near Antibes, fired at the fleet in passing, particularly

at the Espoir brig, who was nearest in shore. The French

papers boasted of having dismasted an English ship of the

line and frigate ;
but it does not appear that any vessel was

injured.

On the 8th, Cape Delle-Mclle at noon bearing north-north-

east distant 31 leagues, Lord Keith received three despatch-
vessels (all within seven or eight hours) from the commander-

in-chief at Minorca, containing orders for him, after detaching
two 74s as an additional reinforcement to Lord Nelson, to repair

to the bay of Bosas, to be ready to intercept the French fleet on

its way to join the Spanish fleet in Carthagena. Accordingly,
after Bending away the Bellerophon and Powerful to Palermo,
Lord Keith, with L8 sail of the line, crowded sail to the south-

west It would appear, however, that, instead of steering

straight to the bay of Bosas, Lord Keith proceeded towards the

south end of Minorca, probably to facilitate a junction with the

Yille-de-Paris. On the lL'th the British fleet was lying be-

calmed close off the small island of Ayre. On the 13th, Cape
Mola bearing north-east half-east distant five leagues, Lord

Keith Bhifted bis flag to the Queen Charlotte, and Bear-admiral

Whitshed to the Barlleur; and Captains Irwin and Barker fol-

lowed their respective chiefs, <>n the 15th, when the fleet was

within four miles of Cape Mola, the Yille-de-Baris rejoined,

having left Earl St. Vincent at Port Mahon, preparing to take

his departure for Gibraltar and England.

With his fleet again consisting of 19 sail of the line, Lord

Keith passing round the eastern side of the Minorca, steered to

the northward. On the L9th, when about 20 leagues to the

southward of Cape Sicie, the advanced division, consisting of

the Centaur, Captain, and Bellona 74s, and the Emerald and

Santa-Teresa frigates, captured the following French ships, 33

days from Jaffa, bound to Toulon :
—
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(i mi-frigate.

38 Junon. . . . {
Rear-admiral Perre'e.

I Captain HoDore Pourquier.

36 i £*
ceste •

,

• • •
» > Jean-Baptiste Barre.

Brigsl

\ Courageuse
1 ... , , Buille.

Calamine .... Lieut. Fran9ois-Timothe'e Landry.
Alerte ....,, Pi.-Ant.-Toussaint Demai.

The wjiole of these five vessels were added to the British

navy ;
but the first, a fine Toulon-built frigate of 1029 tons, was

of greater value than all the others. There being a Juno already
in the service, the Junon was named Princess Charlotte, and
attached to the 18-pounder 36-gun class. Her name was subse-

quently altered to the Andromache, and the ci-devant Junon is

even yet a serviceable frigate.
Alter capturing the squadron of M. Perree, Lord Keith stood

close into Toulon, and during the 20th, 21st, 22nd, and 23rd,
cruised off that port, as if expecting that the French fleet would
attempt to re-enter it. Finding this not to be the case, the vice-

admiral sail to the eastward, and on the 24th crossed
Yado bay. On the 25th, some of the forts near Genoa fired

several shot at the British 16-gun brig-sloop, Yincejo, but
ceased when the latter hoisted Spanish colours. On the 26th,
tlie British fleet was within six or seven miles of Genoa Mole.

Hearing no tidings of the French fleet in this quarter, except,
perhaps, that it had anchored in the port nearly a month ago,
Lord Keith stood away towards Minorca. While the British

fleet is on its way thither, we will proceed to show, as well as
we are able, what course the French fleet had actually been

steering.
On the 27th of May, one of the three or four days during which

the British fleet, of 20 sail of the line, five frigates, and smaller

Is, was cruising oft' Cape San-Sebastian, the French fleet,

of 22 sail of the line (the two damaged ships being still under
repair, and the I U na ur, as already mentioned, left at Cadiz),
11 frigates and <

s, and, we believe, two of the threi

Venetian ills in the port armed en flute, and laden with pro-
vision; and military stares, sailed from the road of Toulon.

Steering to the eastward, the French fleet on the 30th or 31st

anchored in the bay of Vado, and there disembarked, for the

1 In the London Gazette, owing, we the "
Courageux," not only no more than

conceive, to a typographical error, this " 22 guns,'' but, what he considered an
frigate is described as ot "

22,'' iiist.ad of adequate complement,
" 160 men."—Bren-

32 "
guns, 12-pounders, and 300 men." A tvn. vol. ii., p. 488

contemporary, overlooking this, has given
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relief of Savona, then attacked by an Austro-Russian army, the

1000 troops received on board at Brest. Ontbe 3rd of June the

French fleet showed itself off Genoa, and on the 5th, when the

British fleet was nearly abreast of Cape Eoux, anchored in

Genoa Mole, with a wheat-laden convoy, which the French ad-

miral had escorted from the westward. General Moreau, who
had arrived at Genoa two days before, took this opportunity of

holding a conference with Vice-admiral Bruix on board the

Ocean. On the Gth, in the morning, the General quitted the

flag-ship for the shore ; and at noon, when the British fleet,

having been recalled to the bay of Rosas, had put about for that

destination, the French fleet weighed and made sail to the west-

ward, the French accounts say, but we much doubt the fact, in

consequence of information that the British fleet, of
" 22 sail of

the line," had been seen off Toulon.

Thus was the seeking fleet unconsciously running before the

sought fleet, and the latter as unconsciously pursuing the former.

No doubt had this fact been known in France, the Moniteur

would have declared, and with some show of reason, that Vice-

admiral Bruix had chased Lord Keith and could not bring him
to action. On the 9th, the French fleet passed in sight of Toulon,
and on the 22nd appeared off Carthagcna. On the 23rd, Vice-

admiral Bruix cast anchor in the road, and thus effected a junc-
tion with the Spanish fleet, now, with most surprising alacrity,

after the damage it had received in the storm of the preceding

month, nearly ready for sea.

As far as we can gather from the obscure accounts in the

French and Spanish journals, this fleet, soon after its arrival

from Cadiz, had transferred to si large body of transports, pur-

posely assembled at Carthagcna, about 5000 troops, for disem-

barkation at Majorca, and to be employed, as it would appear^
more for defending that island, than for making any attempt to

recapture Minorca. On the 24th, the day after their junction,

and when the British fleet, having gone the round we have de-

scribed, was increasing its distance in the direction, first vt

Toulon, and then of Genoa, the French and Spanish flcHs,

numbering together 40 sail of the line, with a suitable train of

frigates and corvettes, sailed from Carthagcna, bound out of tho

Mediterranean.

On the 6th, Lord Keith, whom we left steering for Minorca,

arrived off the cast end of the island
;
and on the 7th, close off

Mount Toro, was joined by the following reinforcement from the

Channel fleet:—
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98

3 lip

Prince

liable

Si. Ueoige
' ine .

, Glory .

Triumph .

Dragon

74 J Impetueux
' Terrible

Superb
Pompe'e

{ Canada

i Rear-admiral (r.) Sir Charles Cotton.

( Captain Samuel Sutton.

, , Edward Thornborough.
, , Sampson Edwards.

, , James Vashon.

, , Thomas Wells.

( Kear-admiral (w.) Cuthbert Collingwood.
\ Captain Thomas Larcom.

, , George Campbell.
, , Sir Edward Pellew, Bart.

, , Jonathan Faulknor.

, , John Sutton.

, , Charles Stirling.

, ,
Hon. Michael de Courcv.

This reinforcement, when it quitted the Channel fleet, con-
sisted of 16 sail of the line, under Admiral Sir Alan Gardner

;

but the latter, taking with him the Royal Sovereign, Caesar,

magnificent, and Russel. had put into the Tagus, to escort home
the Lisbon convoy, and the Nile prizes.

While a part of Lord Keith's fleet, now augmented to 31 sail

of the line, font frigates, and two or three smaller vessels, lay off

and on Port Mahon, the remaining ships, including tho Queen
Charlotte, anchored in the harbour to get a supply of water.

Scarcely had the vice-admiral been an hour at this anchorage,
ere intelligence arrived of the junction of which he had been
forewarned. All was now bustle in the port ;

and on the 10th
Lord Keith weighed and set sail for the Straits, having pre-

viously sent an order to Rear-admiral Nelson, at Palermo, to

detach a part of his force for the protection of Minorca. On
1 1 1< 26th, the British fleet anchored in Tetuan bay, to get, what
the ships had only partially procured at Mahon, a supply of

water, and on the 29th, reached Gibraltar; just three weeks
after the French and Spanish fleets had passed th6 rock on their

way to Cadiz. Even the two French 74s left repairing at

Toulon, had since followed tho combined fleets out of the Me-
diterranean.

W ith such limited means as we possess, it is not easy to say
how it happened, first that the Spanish fleet, scattered and dis-

comfited by a gale, was suffered to enter Carthagena ;
and next

that the French fleet, although it spent nearly four weeks in

twice traversing that small portion of the Mediterranean which
divides Genoa from Carthagena, was missed by a British fleet

cruising on the same seas. Not a jot of information on the

subject appears in a work in which, from its title and the rela-
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tion that subsisted between its author and Earl St. Vincent, a

solution of the difficulty might reasonably be expected.
To show that this writer's account of the proceedings of the

British fleet after it had arrived at Gibraltar from Cadiz, brief

as it is, contains many misstatements, we have only to subjoin an

extract. "Here, with all the zeal and vigilance of Earl St.

Vincent and the anxiety of every officer to forward the work,
it took five days," that is, from (J a.m. on the 10th, to 11 a.m. on
the 11th, "before the provision and water could be completed,
and the ships sufficiently repaired to follow the enemy; when
the Earl of St. Vincent hoisted his flag on board the Ville de

Paris, and taking Lord Keith under his orders, made all sail for

Cape Dell-Mell. At this place (see p. 294) he received intelli-

gence, that the enemy had anchored in Vado bay ;
but his lord-

ship, having every reason to think that the Spaniards meditated

an attack on Minorca, went to Mahon, and ordered Lord Keith

to cruise off the island, the Spaniards having collected a large

body of troops at Majorca." 1

Being desirous to attend the combined fleets in their further

movements, we shall merely advert to two untoward circum-

stances, which may assist in explaining how the British and

French fleets twice missed each other: one was when Lord
Keith on the 8th of June, in compliance with Karl St. Vincent's

orders, put back, just when a 24 hours' run in the course he had

been steering, would have brought him in front of M. Bruix ; the

next, when, instead of Avaiting off Cape San Sebastian, Lord

Keith, of his mvn accord as it appears, steered for Minorca,
and in the neighbourhood of that island wasted several days.

On the 7th of July, while the combined fleets wen' passing tho

Straits, some of the ships amused themselves with firing at two
vessels belonging to the Algerines, and then steering close in

with the Barbary Bhore. Earl St. A'incent, who was on board the

44-gun ship Argo, at anchor in the bay, despatched the hired

cutter Penelope, of 16 or 18 guns, Lieutenant Frederick Lewis

Maitland, to ascertain the cause of the firing. Having stretched

across the gut with very light winds during the night, Lieutenant

Maitland, at daybreak <>n the 8th, found himself nearly within

gun-shot of Admiral Massaredo's advanced ships, the boats of

which, in the prevai ing calm, were ordered to tow the 14-gun

brig-corvette Vivo towards the 1'enelope. The latter, however,
on approaching the British cutter, received so warm a salute,

that she soon dropped astern.

1 Brenton, vol.
ii., p. 476.
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A breeze now springing op, the Spanish 34-gun frigate Del

Carmen ran down, and placing herself about a cable's length on
the Penelope's weather beam, opened a heavy tire, by which
the cutter was soon unrigged and compelled to surrender. An
officer from the Aivo now boarded the Penelope, and demanded
her commander's sword; but Lieutenant Maitland refused to

deliver it, alleging that the British colours had been struck to

the frigate. Shortly afterwards, one of the Carmen's boats

boarded and took possession of the Penelope, and sent away the

boat of the Yivo.

The Penelope, when thus suddenly ordered from Gibraltar,
had on board a considerable sum in specie, intended for the

island of Minorca, but which, rather neglectfully we think, was
not removed. " "When her crew found there was no chance of

escape from the combim d fleets, they made an attempt to plun-
der the treasure, which Lieutenant Maitland most honourably
and successfully resisted, alleging that, as public property, it

was the lawful prize of the captors."
1

On the 10th. 11th, and 12th, the French and Spanish fleets

entered the harbour of Cadiz. The Censeur being still not in

a state to proceed on the voyage, the Spanish monarch presented
to the French republic the 74 San-Sebastian; and into the latter,

newly and appropriately named the Alliance, Captain Faye and
his officers and crew instantly removed. That done, on the 21st

the combined fleets got under way, bound to Brest. Scarcely,

however, had the two fleets made sail from the anchorage, than
two of the Spanish three-deckers, the Mexicano and Santa Ana,
returned

;
the latter after having run on shore and been with

difficulty got afloat again. This left Admiral Massarcdo with

the following 15 sail of the line :
—

Gun-ship.

eepcion,
Conde-

Princi po-de-.\ sturias,

Reyna-Lo
Neptuno,
Bahama,

Conquistador,

Guerrero,

112

80

74

Gun-ship.

Pelayo,
San-Krancisco-de-Asis,

San-Francisco-de-Paulo,
74 ^ San-Joaqnin,

San-Pablo,

San-Telmo,

, Soberano,

Exclusive of four frigates and three brigs ; making the aggre-

gate number of the combined Spanish and French fleets 59 sail,

of which 40 were of the line.

Marshall, vol. ii., p. 383.
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On the 30th at 2 A.M., the wind coming to the eastward, Lord

Keith, with iiis 31 sad of the line, got under way from < ribraltar,

and stood towards the channel, but heard nothing of the object

of his pursuit until the 8th of August; when, being off Cape
Finisterre, he was informed by a Danish brig, that on the Gth,

Bhe had passed through the combined fleets, steering to the

north-east. On the 9th, the British 36-gun frigate Stag, Captain

Joseph Sidney Yorke, came into the fleet with information that

she had seen the French and Spaniards off Cape Ortegal, steering,

as before, to the north-east. On the 12th, the British fleet

arrived in soundings, and at noon on that day. was about 80

miles to the westward of Ushant. On the 14th, Lord Keith

detached the Impetucux, "Pompce, and Ethalion, to look into

Brest; where Sir Edward i'ellew found the French and Spanish

fleets, which had arrived only on the preceding day, saf( ly

moored in the road.

Whatever may have been the errors or mismanagement of

Lord Keith while cruising in the Mediterranean, so soon as the

British fleet was clear of the island of Minorca, the ships pushed,
under all sail, in pursuit of the Franco-Spanish fleet, and actually

gained upon it so much that, had there been another degree of

distance to pass over, the two fleets in all probability would
have come in contact. Those who might dread the result of a

meeting, under such a numerical disparity as 40 to 31, should

recollect, that a fleet of 3o sail of the line, equipped, manned,
and commanded like Lord Keith's, was a mat eh for any fleet

that could be sent to sea; especially one made up of the ships

of two national navies, between which there was little ornocon-

cert, and the fleel of one of which had given so decided a proof
thai numb re v. ere a disadvantage to it.

We may observe, in passing, that the alleged object of the

voyage of M. Liuix to Hie Mediterranean appears to have been

much overrated. He had landed a tew soldiers at Savona, and

convoyed • fleet of coasters to Genoa; services which his fri-

gates alone could just as well have performed. Even when the

two fleets had joined, they evinced no intention to act against

Minorca and Sicily, Orto Overpower the British naval force in

that sea. The French fleel when alone, and even the two fleets

when united, rather shunned than sought an engagement; nor

had a single hostile port been visited, nor even threatened. The
result was, thai the Brest and Cadiz fleets had united, and now

lay moored together, to the ridicule of monarchial Spain, in tl e

great naval depot of republican France.
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Among the ships that, just before the Brest fleet appeared off

scaped out of port to effect a junction with it, were
five ships of the line from FerroL It was on the 28th of April
that these five sail, consisting of one 112-gun ship (the Real
( 'ailos) bearing an admiral's flag at the main, one 80 bearing a

ice-admiral's flag at the fore, and three 74s, accompanied by one

frigate, and one ship and one brig-corvette, sailed from Ferrol;
notuiiM (ii, however, by the British 44-gun frigate Indefatigable,

Captain the Hon. Henry Curzon. The Spaniards, as if expecting
to fall in with the Brest fleet, lay to, off Corunna, for the greater

part of two days ; during which time the Indefatigable kept
them in sight. The hit t« r then hastened homewards with the

intelligence, and shortly afterwards spoke the Childers brig, on
her way to Earl St. Vincent with despatches from Lord Bridport.
On the 8th of May the Indefatigable arrived at Plymouth. In

tin.- mean time the Spanish squadron had made sail with the in-

tention of entering Brest, but, finding or fearing some obstruc-

tion, hail since put into Bochefort.

Towards tl end of May, while, with 26 sail of the line

at anchor in Bear Haven, waiting for the French fleet to come
to Ireland, Lord Bridport received intelligence, as well of this

Spanish squadron being in Bochefort, as of the Brest fleet having
steered for the Straits. Accordingly, on the 1st of June, in pur-
suance of orders from home, Lord Bridport detached Admiral
Sir Alan Gardner with L6 sail of the line as a reinforcement to

Earl St. \ incent, and. with his remaining 10 line-of-battle ships,

sailed for Basque road.

On the 4th of June Lord Bridport arrived off the road, and

got a sight of the Spanish squadron; but which immediately
: wards retired t" the road of Aix, a small fortified island

about 12 miles from Bochefort. On the 8th, taking with him
the Boyal George, Atlas, Achille, and Agincourt, the admiral

sailed for England, leaving, as a blockading force off the port,
the

Gun -ship.

w I Rear-admiral (b.) Hon. G. Cran. Berkeley.

\ Captain John Mauley.
Venerable ...

, ,
Sir William George Fairfax.

Renown. ... ,, Albemarle Bertie.

Ajax .... , , Hon. Ales. Inglis Cochrane.

Kamillies ...
, , Richard Grindall.

,
Robust .... , ,

Herbert Sawyer.

74

In a few days afterwards the SO-gun ship Sans-Pareil, Captain
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William Browell, joined this squadron ;
and on the 1st of July

Rear-admiral Charles Morice Pole, arrived from Caw sand bay,

in the Royal George, accompanied by the bomb-vessels Sulphur,

Explosion, and Volcano, and their tenders, for the purpose of

making an immediate attack upon the Spanish squadron. One

admiral being deemed sufficient for this purpose, Rear-admiral

Berkeley, with the Mars and Ramillies, parted company from

the squadron; -which now consisted, besides the five line-of-

battle ships, Royal George, Sans-Pareil, Venerable, Renown,

Ajax, and Robust, and the three bomb-vessels, of the 38-gun

frigates Boadicea, Captain Richard Goodwin Keats, and Uranie,

Captain George Henry Towry, San-Fiorenzo 36, Captain Sir

Harry Ncale, Unicorn 32, Captain Philip Wilkinson, and 18-gun

brig-sloop Sylph, Captain John Chambers White.

On the 2nd of July, early in the morning, Rear-admiral Pole,

with his squadron, bore up for the Pertuis-d'Antioche ; and,

while the five line-of-battlc ships, at about 11 a.m., came to an

anchor in Basque roads, the frigates, sloop, bomb-vessels, and

some cutters, proceeded on towards the isle of Aix, near to

which were the Spanish ships, moored in a line ahead, extend-

in- from the isle last named towards the Boyart shoal, which

runs n<arly parallel to the isle of Oleron. For the better pro-

tection of the Spanish ships, a floating mortar-battery had been

stationed between this island and the Boyart. At nearly the

same time that the line-of-battle ships came to in Basque roads,

the frigates, sloop, and bomb-vessels were anchored by Captain

Keats under the isle of Aix. At noon a fire was opened upon
the British vessels at this anchorage from the isles of Oleron,

and of Aix, the floating battery, and the Spanish admiral's ship.

The British bomb-vessels, having taken their stations, com-

menced throwing their shells. So superior, however, was the

Of the French mortars, that, while the shells from these

as well as Beveral of the Bhots from the floating battery were

flying over the British frigates and bomb-vessels, the shells from

the latter all fell short. At 2 p.m. Captain Keats sent the Sylph

to the admiral with this information. In the meantime the

wind had fallen to nearly a calm
;
thus affording, at 3 P.M.. an

opportunity for several gun-boats, armed with long 36-pounders,

(and one of which gun-boats every Spanish line-of-battle ship,

by a paragraph in the Moniteur, appears at this time to have

had on board), to advance and open a tire upon the bombarding

squadron. At about 4 h. 30 m. P.M. the frigates and bomb-

Is weighed and stood out, followed and fired at by the gun-
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boats until G p.m.
;
which ---as at least an hour after any shot

could possibly roach.

Thus ended an affair which, on both sides, was perfectly
harmless. A British squadron continued to cruise, for a while,
off the Isle of Re. to prevent the escape of the Spanish ships.
The latter nevertheless, found an opportunity, in the middle of

September, to escape to sea. The Spaniards, at first, made an

attempt to join their countrymen at Brest : but, rinding the

port too well watched, they afterwards stood away to the

southward, and succeeded in re-entering Ferrol. Although
increased by five French sail of the line fitted out since the de-

parture of M. Bruix in April, including a fine new 80-gun ship,
the Indivisible, the powerful Franco-Spanish fleet at anchor in

Brest road, the whole of the pendants in which, according to

the French accounts, exceeded 90, made no attempt to put to

sea durin_r the remainder of the present year.
Our attention is now called back to the Mediterranean, but

to a more easterly part of it than was visited by the French and

Spanish fleets, of whose separate, as well as conjoint cruises we
have given some account. We left the French General Cham-
pionnet. after having seized upon Rome and dethroned the Pope,
n his full march towards Naples. On the 10th of January the

republicans took Capua, and on the 24th, after a smart but in-

effectual resistance on the part of the mob or lazzaroni, pos-
sessed themselves of Naples ; from which city, however, the

king and royal family, as has already been stated, had retired to

Palermo, in Sicily.
1

The territories of the Grand Duke of Tuscany, into which

Pope Pius VI., as well as the King of Sardinia, had sought a

refuge, were the next to be invaded. A seasonable intimation

of the republican General Gauthier's intentions, enabled Charles

Emmanuel and his family to quit Florence for Leghorn ;

whence, finding themselves not safe even there, they embarked
for Cagliari, in Sardinia. On the 29th of March General Gau-
thier and his 3000 troops took quiet possession of Florence

;
and

on the following day the Grand Duke and his family, escorted

by a detachment of French, retired to Venice, on their way
into the dominions of Austria. Two days after General Gau-
thier had entered Florence. General Miollis. at the head of

4000 republicans, made himself, with equal facility, master of

Leghorn.

Among the prisoners that fell into the hands of the French,
] See p. 213.
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on taking possession of Tuscany, was the pope. By order of

the French directory, the latter was conducted to Parma, then

across the Alps, to Briancon, and subsequently to Valence ;

where, overcome by his sufferings both of mind and body, the

old man died.

At the close of the preceding year we left the Russians and
Turks besieging the city and fortress of Corfu. On the 3rd of

March, and not before, the garrison capitulated ;
and the repub-

lican troops obtained permission to return to France, on I

parole not to serve again within the period of 18 months. Wo
formerly mentioned that the French 74-gun ship Ge'nereux,

Captain Lejoille, had quitted Corfu, and proceeded to Ancona in

:he gulf of Venice. The only vessels of war, therefore, except
a few gun-boats, which the conquerors of Corfu found in the

harbour, were the late British 50-gun ship Leander, and the

French 28-gun frigate Brune. The first-named ship the Em-
peror of Russia afterwards restored to Great Britain.

A few days after the occupation of Corfu by the Turks and

Eussians, but before the event had become known at Ancona,
the Gc-nereux, accompanied by nine transports, having on board
about 1000 troops, under General Clement, with a considerable

quantity of provision and military stores, sailed for the relief of

their countrymen. Previously, however, to his entering the

channel of Corfu, Captain Lejoille wished to learn the fate of

this finest of the Ionian islands He accordingly Bteered, with

his 74 and transports, towards Brindisi, a small port in the

Neapolitan province of Otranto, and now occupied by a weak de-

tachment of Cardinal I !uffo's troops. Owing to the carelessness

of the pilot, the Genercux grounded close under the guns of the

castle of Brindisi
;
and upon which, from her position, she could

only bring her aftermost guns to bear. Almost the first shot

fired from the castle killed Captain Lejoille, and badly wounded
General Clement.

After the cannonade had lasted in this partial manner for

about two hours, and several of the French seamen and soldiers

had been killed or wounded, the fortress surrendered. The

transports immediately anchored in the harbour; as did the

< i('u< reux, as soon as she could be got afloat. The news of the

surrender of Corfu arriving a day or two afterwards, the Gene'

reux, now under the command of Lieutenant Claude Touffet,

accompanied by the nine transports, sailed back to Ancona.

Six or eight weeks after the surrender of Corfu, a Turco-Rus-

sian squadron, of six or seven sail of the line, under the Russian
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Rear-admiral Woinowich, set sail to make an attack upon An-

eona. About the middle of May the squadron arrived and

anchored off the town. The French troops within it amounted
to between 2000 and 3000, and were commanded by General

Monnier. The three ex-Acnetian 64 s, Beyrand, Laharpe, and

Stenge, lay at the entrance of the harbour with springs on their

cables. Another e.\-\ enetian 64, the Hoche, but without any
guns on board, was inside of the harbour

;
as were two or three

e\-Venetian corvettes. The Genereux had quitted Ancona a

week or two before, and had since arrived safe at Toulon.

On the 19th the Russian admiral commenced cannonading the

town and adjoining fortresses; but, the guns of the ships being
too much elevated, all the shot flew over the town and did little

or no damage. Preferring a safe to an effective position, the

Turks bad stationed their ships outside of those of their allies,

and began their part in the engagement by shooting away the

colours and a great portion of the rigging of the Russian admi-

ral's ship. In short the Turco-Eussian squadron could produce
little or no effect upon the place, although the inhabitants of

the coast were ready to co-operate with them. The siege was
at length turned into a blockade: nor was it until towards the

end of the year that Ancona surrendered
;
and then, not to the

Turco-Eussian Bquadron, but to an Austrian army. The Ions:

and obstinate defence of the besieged obtained lor them, as it

always should do, the most honourable terms; and General
Monnier and his troops were highly complimented for their

bravery by the Austrian General Fralick.

The first object of Lord Nelson's cure when at Palermo, was
to urge the Sicilian government to place the island in the best

ble state of defence. A body of troops was immediately
assembled

;
and preparations were made under the rear-admiral's

auspices, to fit out gun-boats, and to mount the batteries with
the sjxty-tive 24-pounders which had been brought from

Naples.

On the !-ili Captain Troubridge arrived at Palermo from off

Alexandria, with the I ulloden, Zealous, Swiftsure, Seahorse,
and the Perseus and Bulldog bomb-vessels. On the 24th the
Minotaur also arrived. Having received this reinforces

Lord Nelson, on the 31st, detached Captain Troubridge, with
these four 74s. frigate, and bomb-vessels, and also with the

Portuguese 74 San-Sebastian, to blockade the port of Naples.
On the 2nd of April, Captain Troubridge, with the squadron,

stood into the bay, and anchored off the island of Procida, the

VOL. II. x
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governor of which had previously gone on hoard the Culloden.

There being no French troops at Procida, the island, which lies

about 13 miles from Naples, was taken quiet possession of: and

his Sicilian majesty's colours were cheerfully hoisted by the in-

habitants. On the next day, the 3rd, Ischia, Capria, and all the

other of the Ponza islands followed the example of Frocida.

On the 12th of May, while Rear-admiral Lord Nelson was

lying at Palermo, with the Vanguard 74, Captain Thomas Mas-

terman Hardy, a Portuguese 74 (Principe-Peal) and frigate, and

the armed en flute 64-gun ship Haerlcm, Captain George Burl-

ton, the 14-gun brig Espoir, Captain James Sanders, arrived

with intelligence that the French fleet had been seen off Oporto.
On the 13th, at 9 p.m., an officer of the Peterel joined overland,

with the additional intelligence, that on the evening of the 5th,

35 sail of French men of war had passed the Straits. ( )n hear-

ing this, the lion roused himself; and the idol of that focus of

corruption, the Neapolitan court, again shone forth as Nelson of

the Nile. Instantly he despatched orders to Captain Troubridge
at Naples bay, to come to Palermo with the whole of his line-

of-battle force, and if possible, a frigate. Be also forwarded
instructions to Captain Ball, at Malta, who, with the Alexander
and Goliath 7 Is. and occasionally a Portuguese 74, was block-

ading the port of Valette ;
also to the Russian admiral wherever

he could be found, and whose force, in alliance with that of the

British in this quarter, consisted of four or five sail of the line

and some frigates and smaller vessels. Much effective co-opera-
tion, however, was not expected from these.

On the 17th, in the morning, his lordship repeated the orders

as to the ships of the line in and off Naples bay, but added that

the frigates must remain to take care of the recently surrendered

islands. On the same afternoon the rear-admiral was joined by
the 74-gun Bhips Culloden, Commodore Troubridge, Swiftsure,

Captain Benjamin Ballowell, and the San Sebastian, a Portu-

guese 71.

On the _"tli, having been reinforced by the 74-gun ship

Minotaur, Captain Thomas Lewis, and a third Portuguese 74,

the Alphonso, Lord Nelson gol under way, and cruised for

several days near the islands of Levanzo and Maritimo. On
the 30th the squadron, having been further reinforced by the

74-gun ship Zealous, Captain Samuel Hood, and the Lion G4,

Captain Manly Dixon, returned to Palermo, and anchored off

the .Mule, in a line opposite to the Marino. ( )n the 1st of .Time

the Audacious 74, Captain David Gould, joined; and on the
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7th, Rear-admiral Duckworth, with the 80-gun ship Foudroyant,
tain Willian Brown, the 74-gun ships Leviathan, bearing

the rear-admiral's flag, Captain Henry Digby, Northumberland,

Captain George Martin, and Majestic, Captain George Hope.
On the 8th Lord Nelson shitted his Hag to the Foudroyant, and

Captains Hardy and Brown exchanged ships.

On the 13th, having now under his command the Foudroyant,

Leviathan, Culloden, Minotaur, Northumberland, Zealous, Au-

dacious, Bwiftsure, Vanguard, Majestic, Alphonso, Principe-

lieal, San-Sebastian, and Lion, also the reduced 64-gun ship
iiaerlein. but not, we believe, a single frigate, Lord Nelson

again put to sea from Palermo, and was the next day joined by
the Powerful and Bellerophon, forming a total of 16 sail of the

line. With this fleet, Lord Nelson cruised off and on the coast

of Sicily; but, as we have elsewhere shown, neither the French
nor the Spanish fleets arrived there to seek a battle with one

who had already convinced both nations that, whatever might
be his inferiority of force, he was not to be attacked with im-

punity.
I'n the departure of Captain Troubridge with his three 74s

from the bay of Naples, to join Lord Nelson at Palermo, the

blockade of the port devolved upon Captain Edward James

Foote, of the 38-gun frigate Seahorse ; who, on the 22nd of May,
anchored off Procida with, besides his own ship, the Perseus

bomb-vessel, Captain James Oswald, and Mutine and San-Leon

brigs, Captains William Hoste and John Harward. In the

mean time, important operations were carrying on upon shore.

An immense Austro-Russian army, under the famous general

Soworow, had since the middle of April entered Italy, and was
now bearing down all opposition.

i >n the ">th of June Cardinal Ruffo defeated the French near

Napl - On the L4th the fortified rock of Rivigliano, and on
the 15th the important fortr< bb of Castel-a-Mare, capitulated to

the Seahorse and squadron. The terms were, that the respec-
tive garrisons should march out with military honours, and such

of them as chose be allowed to avail themselves of the protec-
tion of the British flag. <)n the 17th the Seahorse and ivr-

quitted Castel-a-Mare, and proceeded to the bottom of Naples
bay, in order, with the aid of the gun and mortar boats at the

Piedi-Grotta. to attack Castel-deP Dovo, which, with Castel-

Nuovo, constituti d the principal sea-defence of the capital. The
latter is in the heart of the city, and has a communication with

the palace ;
but the former runs out into the bay, and is joined
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to the land by a narrow pass and drawbridge. These two torts,

and that of St. Elmo on the western side of the city, were the

only strongholds at this time possessed by the French in the

immediate neighbourhood of Naples.
On the 18th Captain Foote despatched Captain Oswald of the

Perseus, with a letter to the commandant of Castcl-del' Uovo,

offering him and his garrison an asylum under the British flag.

To this a verbal and a very offensive negative was returned ;

such as,
" Nous voulons la republique une et indivisible: nous

mourrerons pour clle. Voila votre reponse. Eloignez-vous,

citoyen ; vite, vite." We should have premised that, among
the orders which Captain Footo had received for his guidance,
was one, that he should co-operate with Cardinal F. Ruffo, the

chief of the royalist army on shore, and the vicar- general and
confidential agent of his Sicilian majesty. Captain Foote had
all along done so, and now acquainted the cardinal with the

reply which he had received to his letter, and his intention of

immediately attacking the fort. In this the cardinal appeared

heartily to concur; but on the 19th, after the naval attack had

commenced, Captain Foote, to his surprise, received a letter

from the cardinal, requesting him to cease hostilities, and not

to recommence them while the flag of truce was flying, as a

negotiation had taken place. On the same night Captain Foote

sent an officer to t lie cardinal to acquaint him that the British

were not accustomed to grant so long a suspension of arms;
and that, as the King of England was a principal ally of the

King of the Two Sicilies, he, Captain Foote, claimed a right to

be informed of all proceedings. The cardinal scut hack word,
that the Chevalier de Micheroux, the Russian minister, and a

detachment of who e troops was then serving with the Nea-

politan royalists, conducted the treaty, and that he, the cheva-

lier, would furnish the particulars; but Captain Foote, know-

ing no other person than the cardinal as intrusted with the

interests of his Sicilian majesty, refused to act with Micheroux.

To this the cardinal replied, that he himself knew nothing of

what was going on; that he stood in great need of tho aid oi

the Russians
;
and repeated, that it was they who conducted

the treaty.
On the 20th, Captain Foote received from the cardinal a plan

of a capitulation already signed by him and the chief of the

Russians, with a request that he, Captain Foote, would affix

his signature to it. The latter did so, to avoid throwing the

least impediment in the way of the interests of his Sicilian
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majesty, but failed not to state, that he thought the terms

rather favourable to the republicans. On the 22nd the capita
lation for the forts of Nuovo and del' Uovo was signed in form

by Cardinal Ruffo, by the Russian as well as Turkish com-

manders, and by Captain Foote as commanding officer of the

British ships in the bay of Naples ; the French commandant at

Fori St. Klrao, Colonel Mejan, having previously, as stipulated
in the last article, approved the terms. Among these it Mas

agreed, that the two garrisons, consisting of about 1500 indi-

viduals, chiefly Neapolitan revolutionists, should march out

with the honours of war ; that private property should be re-

spected ; that the individuals should have their choice of em-

barking on board cartels for Toulon, or of remaining at Naples ;

that, until the cartels were ready to sail, the garrisons should

keep possession of their forts
;
and that four hostages should be

detained at Fort St. Elmo, until the arrival of the individuals at

Touh>n Bhould be ascertained. 1

It of course required some days to assemble the necessary

quantity of transports to convey the garrisons to their destina-

tion ; and, in the mean time, the flags of truce remained hoist d,

as well at the two forts as on board the British and Neapolitan

ships of war at anchor in the hay. < >n the 24th, while matters

were in this state, Lord Nelson, with his fleet, comprising, as

already stated, 16 Bail of the line and a reduced 64-gun shij),

appeared in Bight, bearing at the mast-head of the Foudroyant
a signal, annulling the flag of truce then flying on board Cap-
tain Foote's squadron. < >n the same afternoon, at a conference

held on board the flag-ship, at which were present Cardinal

Ruffo, and Sir William and Lady Hamilton, the cardinal main-
tained inflexibly that the treaty ought to be kept sacred. Lord

Nelson, on the other hand, was of opinion that the treaty, as

one "entered into with rebels," ought not to be carried into

execution without the approbation of his Sicilian majesty.

Cpoii this, the cardinal retired from the conference in disgust.
In the evening, when Captain Foote came on board the Four

droyant. Lord Nelson gave him full credit for his zeal, assiduity,

and good intentions, lmt declared that he, Captain Foote, had
been imposed upon by "that worthless fellow, Cardinal Ruffo,

who was endeavouring to form a party hostile to the views

of his sovereign." Captain Foote replied that, when he con-

1 For a copy of the trpaly, both in * Harrison's Life of Lord Nelson, vol.

French and English, see Captain Foote's ii., p. 101.

Yindicatum of his Conduct, &c, 2nd

editiun, p. 195.
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cluilcd the treaty he had more reason to expect the French
than the British fleet in the bay of Naples, and that he could

not be supposed to know, or even imagine, That the cardinal

was acting contrary to his sovereign's interest, when he still

retained so high and confidential a station. 1

On the 26th, two days after the arrival of Lord Nelson in the

bay. the garrisons of Castel-Xuovo and Castel-del' Obvo, in

obedience to the ninth article of the treaty, set at liberty the

state prisoners and the English prisoners of war. The garrison,

then, as stipulated in the third article, marched nut with tin;

honours of Avar, and grounded their arms.2 After this, such oi

them as chose, comprising nearly the whole present, embarked
on board 14 transports, chiefly poleacres and feluccas, in order.

its they understood, to be conveyed to Toulon, conformably to

the fifth article : but, in reality, to be held as prisoners on board

their vessels until the King of the Two Sicilies, then at Palermo,
should determine how he would dispose of them. Here, then,
was a gross infraction of the treaty, and by whom? By Lord

Nelson. Had he and his fleet, by any fortunate chance, been

prevented from entering the bay until the 27th or 28th, the

wretched garrisons, the unhappy victims of violated faith,

would have been on their way to Toulon, and British honour

have been preserved without a tarnish.

Prince Francesco Caraccioli, a younger branch of one of the

most noble families in Naples, an officer once high in command,
and not only of deserved distinction in the Neapolitan navy, bul

who had commanded a ship, with credit to himself, in a British

line-of hattle, accompanied the king, when he and his court, in

the preceding December, fled to Sicily. Shortly afterwards

the Neapolitan revolutionary government, or Parthenopaean

republic at it was Btyled, issued an edict, ordering all absent

Neapolitans to return, on pain of confiscation of their property.
Caraccioli. having great estates in the country, obtained tho

'a permission to go to Naples to see ;l lt.r them. He de-

parted from Palermo, and. in a short time, was found at the

hi ad of the republican naval forces, acting againsi the king and

his allies.
"
Perhaps he thought," says an intelligent writer,

"as many others have thought, that the king's abdication of

his throne, without making so strenuous an opposition as he

might have done to the revolutionary system, and his quitting

[tain Foote's Vindication, p. 22. Williams's Sketcha of the Slate of Vwn
I .. rs of the prisoners to Lord Nel- nert ana public

son. 'I copies, in French and vol. ii., pp. 311) :!2«; also Captain F< \ott't

English, in tut Appendix to Helen Maria Vindication, p. 39,
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hi* capital several weeks before any enemy approached it,

might plead his excuse for joining those who were now r< -

ct a new governmi at, since they were abandoned

by their old." '

When the- recovery of Naples was evidently near, Caraccioli

apphed to Cardinal Ruffo, and to the Duke- of Calvinrano, for

protection, hoping that 40 years of faithful services would out-

_!i the few days during which, as he stated, he had been

forced to obey the French Not b.-ing successful in his applica-

tion, and knowing the temper of the Sicilian court, he fled from

of the two forte which at last capitulated. Whether this

occurred a day or two before or after the treaty had been con-

cluded, is uncertain and perhaps immaterial. A price was set

i his head; and on the 29th of June, at about a.m..

li. in the disguise of a peasant, was brought alongside of

the Foudroyant We shall give what immediately followed in

the wnrds of Lead Nelson's biographer-. Messrs. Clarke and

M'Arthur :

"
Captain Hardy, who was on deck at the time, had

ttention suddenly attracted to a clamourthat prevailed, and

it was t !>efore he could gain information from the

Italians who were on board, that the 'traitor Caraccie>li was

a.' It was with the utmost difficulty that this humane
officer could restrain the insults and violence of the Neapolitan

- toward.- this unhappy victim of French perfidy ;
who,

with his hands hound behind him, and wretchedly attired, dis-

played a painful instance of the uncertainty of all human gran-

deur. When last on board, this prince had been received with

all the respect and defer.nee that were then due to his rank and

character. Captain Hardy immediately ordered his noble pri-

soner to be unbound, and to be treated with every attention that

iwer. Some refreshment was immediately off

which he declined, and lie was then given in charge as a pri-
r to the first-lieutenant, Mr. W. S. Parkinson, and Bhown

into his cabin. Two additional sentinels were then placed at

the outside of the wardrooi

In ota in Hardy had but obeyed the impi
of an upright mind and a manly heart. Unhappily, the mind
of another person, equally well-disposed when in health, was
now d by a demon, who had the power to expel every

generous feeling, and substitute in their stead the worst of those

vindicti ins which degrade human nature. The sequel

Williams's Voyage up the Mediter- * Clarke and M-Arthur, vol. li., p. 184.

ranean, p. 210.
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to Caraccioli's capture is too well known to need a full recital.

At 10 a.m. he was put upon his trial, before a court>martial

composed of Neapolitan naval officers, with Commodore Count
Thurn, Caraccioli's bitterest enemy at their head, and assembled
on board the British flag-ship, the Foudroyant, the very ship in

which Captain Hardy could " with the utmost difficulty restrain

the insults and violence of the Neapolitan royalists" towards the

prisoner. This was done, because "it would have been very
dangerous to have ordered a court-martial to assemble on board
a Neapolitan ship, from the love which the Sicilian seamen bore
to Caraccioli ;" and moreover, because "the Foudroyant was con-
sidered as the seat of government of the King of Naples,''

1

although the latter was then at Palermo. In two hours the

court passed sentence of death on this poor old man (he was up-
wards of 70 years of age), and Lord Nelson immediately issued

an order for his execution on board the Neapolitan frigate

Minerva, Count Thum's ship.
"
During the awful interval that

ensued, from the close of his trial, to the execution of his sen-

tence, Caraccioli twice requested Lieutenant Parkinson to go
and intercede with Lord Nelson

;
at first, for a second trial, and

afterwards that he might be shot. ' I am an old man, sir,' said

Caraccioli; 'I have no family to lament my death
;

1 therefore

cannot be supposed to be very anxious about prolonging my life,

but the disgrace of being hanged is dreadful to me.' Lord
Nelson replied, 'Caraccioli has been fairly tried by the officers

of his own country; I cannot interfere.' On being urged a

•ond time by Lieutenant Parkinson, he exclaimed with much

agitation. 'Go, sir, and attend to your duty!' Caraccioli, then,
as a last hope, asked Lieutenant Parkinson whether he thought
an application to Lady Hamilton would prove beneficial. Upon
which that officer went to the quarter-deck, but, not being able

to meet with h< r. he returned. At 5 p.m. Caraccioli was re-

moved from the Foudroyant, and hanged at the fore yard-arm of

the Neapolitan frigate La Minerva. His body was afterwards

carried out to a considerable distance, and sunk in the bay of

Naples."
3

i )n the day previous to Caraccioli's caption, trial (for so we
must for form sake call it), ami execution, Captain Foote had

sailed for Palermo, to bring their Sicilian majesties to the spot.

On the 8th of duly the latter arrived, in their own frigate, the

i Clarke and M'Arthur, vol. ii., p. li 188), that Lady Hamilton was present at
* The partial bl of Lord Nelson Carao execution!

have aottened this She would nol be 3 Clarke and M'Arthur, vol. ii., p. 186.

seen. 13ut even they admit (vol. ii., p.
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Siiena, accompanied by the Seahorse as an escort. Imbecility
of mind, where not the associate, is often the tool of depravity
of heart. Ferdinand IV., although not naturally a cruel, was

undoubtedly a weak man. Lady Hamilton and his ministers

did with him as they pleased ; and, in consequence, such scenes

were now acted on board the prison ships (the cartels that had
been!) as would scarcely be believed, even if those cartel-con-

verted prison-ships had not been moored in the midst of a fleet

of British men-of-war. "
It is now," says a letter from one ofthe

unhappy victims of (what we will not call British, but) Lord Nel-

son's breach of faith,
" 24 days that we are lying in this road,

unprovided with everything necessary to existence : we have

nothing but bread to eat ; we drink nothing but putrid water,

or wine mingled with sea-water, and have nothing but the bare

planks to Bleep on. Our houses have been entirely pillaged,

consequently we can receive no assistance from them, and the

greater part of our relations have been either imprisoned or mas-

red. Our deplorable situation has already been productive
of diseases : and on board this polacre there are five persons 6ick

of an infectious fever, which threatens the lives of the whole."'

Aiming the many who fell a sacrifice to this order of things,

were some of the most eminent characters in Naples. Even a

woman, that woman one of the capitulators, and no other than

the celebrated Madame de Fonseca, was doomed to end her

days by the hangman's knot.

Comments are unnecessary. We shall only offer a remark or

two on the character of the capitulation, from the rupture of

which so much disgrace has emanated. One of Lord Nelson's

apologists calls the treaty an armistice, or truce
;

2 another calls

it the prqji f of a capitulation :' whereas, in truth, it was as com-

plete a capitulation as had ever been executed. Another writer

styles Lord Nelson "
commander-in-chief," and on that founds

the assertion that, as representative of the King of England, he

might annul treaties. But Lord Nelson was only third, or,

admitting Karl St. Yincent to have resigned, second in com-

mand : and even a king's power does not extend to the enemies

of his country, without whom as parties a treaty could not

exist. Some stress has also been laid upon the circumstance of

Lord Nelson's arrival within 36 hours after Captain Foote had

subscribed the treaty in question. Had his lordship arrived at

i Helen Maria Williams's Sketches, &c, - Harrison's Life of Lord Nelson, voL

p. 399. ii- P- 10L
3 Clarke and M'Artbur, vol. ii., p. 1*-L
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the end of one hour, the signature of all the parties had already

stamped upon the capitulation its sacred character. But, in fact,

two of the articles, the 5th and 9th, had begun to be acted

upon: the transports were getting ready, and the prisoners in

the forts either had already been, or were about to be, set at

liberty. Even after Lord Nelson had arrived, and by signal
annulled the truce, the articles in the treaty were made use of to

inveigle the garrisons out of the forts; and that too solely for

their destruction. If Captain Foote, in signing the treaty, had

exceeded his orders, he should have been tried and punished;
but even then, the faith of the nation, having been once

solemnly pledged, ought riot to have been compromised. Every
tittle of the treaty should have been executed.

In answer to the question, why Captain Foote himself did not

demand to be tried, that ill-used officer says thus :

"
I was in-

clined to request that a public inquiry should take place upon
what concerned my signing the capitulations; but, before

taking this step, I understood from a naval member of the ad-

miralty, and many other respectable friends, that, by urging a

public investigation, T should act injuriously to my country, and

in some measure attach myself to a party, for which there

seemed to me to be good ground, in consequence of the speech
which the late Honourable Charles James Fox made on the 3rd

of February, 1800, on the address thanking his majesty for re-

fusing to negotiate." Respecting the policy of agreeing to a

capitulation with the garrisons of Uovo and Nuovo, Captain
Foote remarks : "These facts and reasonings may show, that

there was nothing so very weak, or senseless, in agreeing to

such measures as tended rather to reconcile men to each other,
than to urge them to a savage fury, to which all were at this

time bo ferociously bent
;
and this may be further corroborated

by the situation of the castle of St. Elmo, which so completely
overlooked and commanded the whole city of Naples, that the

fire of that castle eonid have nduced tlie greatest part of it to *

heap of rubbish The French, at the time of the capitulations
in question, were in possession of this castle, with no probability
of being forced to surrender, and the arrival of their fleet being

expected, whilsl i was in daily expectation of being com pelled to

make a precipitate retreat."1 Let us now quit this painful sub-

ject, and hasten to narrate occurrences more creditable to the

character and more congenial to the habits of the officers and

seamen of the British navy.
'

Vindication, pp 8 and 83.
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Since the surrender of the castles of Xuovo and Del' Uovo, the

French troops had evacuated the city of Naples ; hut a detach-

ment of them, amounting to ahout 800 officers and men, under

Major-general Mejan, still garrisoned the fort of St. Elmo. An
immediate attack upon the latter was therefore resolved upon ;

and ou the 29th Captain Tronbridge, having two days hefore

landed at the head of a detachment of British and Portuguese
marines, with a pact of which he had since garrisoned Xuovo
and Del' Uovo, opened his trenches. A summons was then sent

to the commandant of fort St. Elmo: hut the latter express* sd

his determination to stand a siege. Captain Tronbridge, on the

other hand, -was equally determined to storm the fort, as soon as

two practicable breaches could he made. Accordingly, on the

3rd of July, he opened a battery of three 36-pounders and four

mortars within 7' H i yards of the walls, and, on the 5th, another

battery oft pounders. ' 'n the same day the hussians,

under Captain Baillie, an Englishman, who had entered the

onclusion of the first American war. and

at this time commanded a ship of the line, opened against the

te l>> that which the British were attacking, a

ry of four 3<;-pound< rs and four mortars; to which four

more mortars were subsequently added.
< 'n the 11th, the three-gun battery having been entirely

destroyed, the guns dismounted, and the breastwork knocked

down, by the tire of th . id, Captain Troubridge direct* d

Captain Hallowell, in the absence of Captain Ball, the second in

command, to construct another battery ofsis 36-pounders within
the walls. d this battery and the fort some

lied, which it was necessary to fell, before the fire of

the formi r i opened with effect. This was a service of

such danger, that Done of tin- labourers could be induced to per-
form it. Captains Tronbridge and Hallowell, with Colonel

Tehudy, a -
fficer, whose regiment formed part of the

I M. Monfrere, an emigrant of great merit

and abilities, advanced before the works, to cheer the men by
their example. While here, a gun, loaded with grape, was
levelled at them with such precision, that the shot actually cut

the boughs, and .-truck the ground beneath their feet, and yet
not one of them was hurt. A second battery of one 18-pounder
-md two howitzers was also getting ready, at the same short

distance. After a few hours' smart cannonade from the six-gun

battery, an officer appeared on the walls of the but with a flag
of truce. At this time most of the guns in the fort were dis-
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mounted, and the works nearly destroyed. A capitulation being
then agreed to, the garrison marched out with the honours of

war, and, in this instance, were honourably conveyed to Toulon,
the stipulated French port. The loss sustained by the British,

Russian, and Neapolitan forces, amounted to five officers and 32

rank and file killed, and five officers and 79 rank and file

wounded. Among the former were Lieutenant Milbanke, of

the artillery, killed by a musket-shot while reconnoitring tho

castle, and two Neapolitan officers in one of the mortar-batteries,
who fell by the same cannon-ball.

The fort at Capua, a small town situated on the river Yolturno,
and distant about L5 miles from Naples, became the next object
of attack. On the 20th Captain Troubridge, with the English
and Portuguese troops, the former consisting of about 1000 sea-

men and marines from the British fleet, marched from Naples ;

and, having rested awhile at Caserta, encamped before Capua on
the morning of the 22nd. On the same day a bridge of pontoons
was thrown across the Yolturno, to facilitate the communication
between the different detachments of the army ;

and batteries of

uruns and mortars were immediately begun to be constructed

within 500 yards of the works of Capua. On the 25th a battery
of four 24-poundcrs, another of two howitzers, and a mortar-

battery, commenced playing upon tlie fort, and were answered

by a fire from 11 guns with equal spirit. On the next day, the

26th, fresh trenches were opened, and new batteries began,
within a few yards of the glacis. This induced the besieged to

propose terms of capitulation. These were rejected and others

Bent back by Captain Troubridge; to which, at length, the

French commandant agreed.
< >n the morning of the -Oth the French garrison, number-

ing 2817 officers and men, under Brigadier-general Oirardon,
marched onl as prisoners with the honours of war, and were
afterwards conveyed to Toulon. The subjects of the Sicilian

monarch, according to an article of the treaty, were delivered up
to the allies. The fort was mounted with 108 pieces of ordnance,

exclusively of L0 thai were unserviceable; and contained 1.2,000

muskets, 414,000 filled musket-cartridges, and ' !hs. of

powder. The allied forces do not appear to have sustained any
loss. It certainly would have been more creditable to the

French general, it, with such a force at his disposal, he had
insisted a little more Btrenuously, that the lives of tbe Neapo-
tan insurgents in the fort should not be sacrificed.

The surrender of Capua was followed, on the 31st, by that of
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the in ightxrariiig fort of Gaeta. although the Litter had not been

regularly bi si< ged but only blockaded. On this account, chiefly,

the French garrison, numbering 149* officers and men, obtained

leave To inarch out with their arms and personal effects, and,
on being sent to a French port, were not to be considered as

Hereof war. lb re again, the poor Neapolitan insurgents
were handed over, without an effort on their behalf, to those

who, it was well known, would soon be their executioners. The
same general, Girardon, who had signed the capitulation of

Capua, negotiated and Bigned that of Gaeta; on the walls of

which were mounted 72 pieces of cannon, including 58 brass 24

and 18 pounders, and 13 heavy mortars ;
the magazines contained

an immense quantity of powder and other garrison stores.

About the 11th of August Captain Troubridge, by Lord
Nelson's directions, sent the Minotaur, and one or two smaller

Is, with a summons to the republican commandant at

( 'ivita-Vecchia. Some delay occurring in the transmission of

the reply, the Culloden herself went off the port: and on the

and 30th of September Captain Troubridge, with 200 sea-

men and marines from his two ships, landed at Civita-Yeeehia,

and, aided by a detachment of Neapolitan royalist troops under
General Bouchard, took possession of that town, Corneto, and
Tolfa. The sam by which these places were surrendered,

up Eome : which was taken possession of by General

Bouchard, aided hy a detachment of seamen under Captain
Louis, of the Minotaur. The last-named officer rowed up the
Tiber in his barge', and hoisted the English colours on the

oapitol. Thus were Naples, borne, and Tuscany (Leghorn had
D evacuated since the 17th of July), freed from the dominion

of the French, by, in a very great degree, the persevering exer-

tions of the officers and seamen of the British navy. We will

now proceed to give accounts of other Mediterranean coast-

operations, by the final Buccess of which the British navy did

y (for many, with reason, have doubted it in the ca-

NaplesJ afford relief to a suffering people.
The junction, in the latter end of October, 1798, of a few

Russian and Turkish frigates, corvettes, and gun-boats, with
the three or four ships with which the British cruised oft' the

coast of Egypt, and the threatening posture which th^ com-
bined squadron occasionally assumed, induced Buonaparte to

strengthen Damietta, Bosetta, and particularly Alexandria ; to

the command of which latter city, on General Kb ber's rejoining
the army in Cairo, Buonaparte had appointed General Marmont.
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Having made these dispositions, the general-in-chief busied him«

Kelt' in forming schemes that had for their object the junction of

the Red and Mediterranean seas, by means of a canal through
-i hums of Suez. In order to have ocular demonstration of

the practicability of such a plan, Buonaparte resolved to go him-

self to Suez; first sending, however, a detachmenl of troops 1"

take possession of the town and neighbour] d.

< >'.i the 2nd of November, General Bon departed from Cairo

with a .suitable body of troop-: and on the 8th, the advanced

division, commanded bj Bug ne Beaubarnois, one of Buona-

parte's aides-de-camp, entered the seaport of Sue/, a small

town, situated at the northern extremity of the western arm of

the Red sea, and distant about 30 leagues from Cairo, and

nearly the same from the Mediterranean. The inhabitants of

Suez all fled on the approach of the French, and a few merchant-

Is were all thai were found in the port. Buonaparte would
soon have followed General Hon to tins interesting spot, but

was retarded in his movements by the breaking out of the

plague among his troops, and by the knowledge which he had

just acquired of the hostile intentions of Turkey.

Believing he could remove these by diplomatizing, Buona-

parte, on or about the L2th of December, despatched the consul

of Mascata, Citizen Beauchamp, on board a Turkish caravella in

Alexandria, to the French ambassador at. Constantinople, Tal-

nd-Perigord, as Buonaparte supposed, but who had not yet

quitted Paris on his mission. Early in the month of January,
the Turkish vessel Bailed from Alexandria, and was detained by
the British commanding officer offthe coast, Captain Troubridge,
who took out M. Beauchamp, and. considering him to be a spy,
sent him to < lonstantinople as a prisoner. <

!a] tain Troubr i

bowever, with characteristic generosity, restored to M. Beau-

champ a sum nearly equal to 600Z. sterling, found concealed

amon.Lr his clothes, and which, although ostensibly M. Beau

champ's private property, had no doubt been supplied to him by

Buonaparte for purposes of bribery and corruption.

Saving, chiefly by the excellenl regulations of the physicians
in his army, checked the ravages of the plague, and having sent

one messenger to Constantinople, and another (the nature of

whose mission we shall presently unfold) to Achmet-Djezzar,

pacha of Acre in Syria, Buonaparte, on th i 25th of December,

quitted Cairo, and iii two days afterwards arrived at Suez,
attended, among others, bythe members of the " institute of

Egypt," Monge, Berthollet, Costaz, and Bourienne. Without
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losing a moment, Buonaparte proceeded to reconnoitre the town,

the harbour, and the neighbouring coast. Be afterwards crossed

tin arm of the Red sea, at the end of which Suez stands, by

means of a ford only practicable' at low water, in order to reach

t whiuil the Arabs still call the
" fountain of Moses," and

where, according to the traditions of the country, lie the rocks

from the -Hiking of one of which the waterwas produced. Here

were Been the vestiges of a small modern aqueduct for conveying

this water to Borne cisterns on the sea-shore, about three miles

off, and by which vessels were, or rather had been supplied.

In their way back to Suez, Buonaparte and his escort nearly

suffered the fate of Pharaoh and his army. The ford, which the

vmi had crossed with so much ease in the morning, being

now covered with the tide, the travellers were obliged to descend

t< i the b. itb .in of the arm or gulf. Here, owing to some mistake

it the depth of water, Buonaparte was obliged tc be carried

up m the sin raiders of his guide, and both with difficulty escaped

ing drowned. 1

On the 31st of December, Buonaparte again quitted Suez
;

and, while one part of his attendants took the route to Adjaroud,
tasted the Red sea to the northward, and, at the distance

of about two leagues and a half from Saez, discovered some

traces of the ancient canal. These he followed during four

hours, and until, indeed, the traces disappeared in some lakes

named Ammers. On his return to Suez, Buonaparte received

advices which called for his active exertions another quarter ;

but, on arriving at his head-quarters at Cairo, he did not neglect

ten to Suez bis principal engineer, Lepere, with direc-

tions, that he should take the geometrical level of the course

of the supposed canal across the isthmus. Having made this

digression, we now hasten to relate what it was. that, while

Buonaparte appeared so intent upon pursuing his geological
a new impulse to his active mind.

About a month previous to his departure for Suez, Buonaparte
had sent an officer of his staff t<> Achmet-Djezzar, for the pur-

pose "i ig his vizier to preserve the relations of peace
with him. The mess< nger was not permitted an audience, nor

Mibark from the vessel in which he had arrived in

the bay of Acre. The v< Bsel, with Colonel Beauvoisins onboard,
returned to Egypt, and Buonaparte's rage knew no bounds. He,
however, mastered it so far as to send to Djezzar, by two Arabs,

the following letter: "I do not wish to go to war with you,
1
Victoires et Conqodtes, tome is.., p. 2^S.
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if you are not my enemy; but it is time that you explain your-
self. If you continue to afford refuge to Ibrahim-Bey, and

allow him to remain on the frontiers of Egypt, I shall consider

that as an act of hostility, and march to Acre. If you are dis-

posed to live in peace with me, you will remove Ibrahim- 1 ley

40 leagues from the frontiers of Egypt, and let there be a free

commerce between Damietta and Syria. In that ease 1 promise
to respect your sovereignty, and to allow a free commerce, by
land or sea. between Egypt and Syria."

1

This letter met no better fate than the message sent by
Colonel Beauvoisins. Buonaparte now commenced preparations
for fulfilling his promise to Djezzar. This he felt the more
inclined to do, conceiving it would gain him favour with the

grand signior, to whom the pacha of Acre, as was well known,
had long been a rebellions subject. Djezzar had anticipated

Buonaparte, by throwing a body of troops into the castle of El-

Arieh. Bituated just within the frontiers of Egypt. The news
of this quickened the movements of Buonaparte; and early in

January, an army consisting, in effective strength, of 12,995

men, with '_'T field-pieces, and 11 howitzers,
8 marched from the

neighbour!) ! of Cairo to effect the conquest of Syria. The

generals under Buonaparte in this army were Begnier, Kleljer,

Bon, Lannes, and Murat. The remainder of the army, which

probably amounted to about 17,000 men, was scattered over the

different provinces of Lower and Upper Egypt < >n the 18th of

February, the whole of the army destined to invade Syria, had

assembled before El-Arich
;
where we will leave it awhile, until

we have given some accounl of the proceedings of the British

squadron cruising ofl the Egyptian coast.

<>n the 2nd of February Captain Troubridge, in the Culloden

74, with the Tin sens of the same force, Captain Ralph Willett

Miller, bomb-v< e els Bulldog and Perseus, Captains Adam
Drummond and James Oswald, and Alliance frigate armed en

flule. Captain avid Wilmot, arrived off Alexandria, to relieve

Captains Mood of the Zealous, and Hallowell of the Bwiftsure

74s, from their long and unproductive cruise on that station.

On the following day. the Srd, at 3 r.M., the Bulldog and Per-

seus stood towards the town of Alexandria, throwing in their

shi lis as tlu y approached. At 6 p.m. they discontinued the bom-

bardment ; but resumed it for three or four hours at a time, on

the lih. 5th, Till. 8th, l '.tli. and 22nd. On the last-named day
there were two bombardments, one at 4 h. 30 m. a.m., and the

i See Appendix, No. 19. \ '• toires et Conauetes, tome x., p. 76.
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other at S p.m. The latter had not continued long, before the

13-inch mortar on board the Perseus burst, whereby one man
was kill, d and three wounded, and the mainmast sprung. This,

lee sinking two French transports in the harbour, and

frightening the Turkish ships of war out of it (consisting of one

or two frigates or corvettes), appears to have been all the mis-

chief which the seven bombardments had occasioned.

* 'n the 3rd of March the British 74-gun ship Tigre, Commo-
dore Sir William Sidney Smith, in company with the Marianne

armed galliot, a French gun-vessel captured two days before,
arrived off Alexandria, to supersede Captain Tronbridge in the

command of the squadron on that station. Sir Sidney had been

invested with the rank of minister plenipotentiary to the Sublime

Porte, jointly -with his brother, Mr. John Spencer Smith, and

had since been at Constantinople and at the island of Rhodes,

arranging a plan of active co-operation on the part of the Turks
inst tin- French in Egypt

Having obtained the concurrence of Captain Troubridge, Sir

Sidney immediately despatched to Achmed-Pjezzar at St Jean
d'Acre Lieutenant John Westley Wright of the Tigre. attended

by an interpreter, in order to arrange with that personage the

plan of future operations. In the mean time another bombard-
ide upon Alexandria, but with as little effect as any

of the preceding ones. On the 7th Captain Troubridge, with
the Culloden and two bomb-vessels, sailed to join Lord Nelson

;

leaving Sir Sidney with the Tigre, Theseus, Alliance, and the

two gun-vessels Torride and Marianne. On the same evening an

express arrived from Djezzar with an account of the invasion of

Syria by Buonaparte, and of hie having, that very day, carried

Jaffa by storm.

On the 8th, in consequence of this intelligence, the commo-
I gpatched th< Theseus to Acre, with Colonel Phelipeaux,

ot the engineers, a French royalist officer of distinction and a
tried friend of Sir Sidney's. The Tigre, meanwhile, remained
1 efore Alexandria to observe the enemy's maritime movement ;

when, remarking that most of the vessels in the old or western

port had removed to the eastern or new, Sir Sidney conjectured
that an expedition by sea was on foot. Receiving a confirmation

of this from a neutral vessel which had sailed from Alexandria on
the night of the 9th, Sir Sidney, on the 10th, detached Mr. James

Boxer, midshipman of the Tigre, in the prize galliot Marianne,
with orders to examine minutely the coast to the eastward, and
to rejoin the commodore in the road of Caiffa, a port about eight

VOL. II. y
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miles south-west of St. Jean d'Acre, and towards which the

Tigre immediately made sail.

On the 15th, having been rejoined off Caiffa by the Marianne,
the Tigre anchored in the bay of Acre, in company with the

Theseus, who had arrived two days before. On the 16th Sir

Sidney landed and paid a visit to Djezzar ; and, assisted by
Colonel Phelipeaux, Captain Miller, and some other officers,

eommenced putting the town of Acre, with its rotten and
ruined walls, in the best possible state for resisting the attack of

an European army. Encouraged by the presence of a British

naval force, particularly so by the zeal and activity of Sir Sidney
and his friends, the pacha and the garrison seemed determined
to make a vigorous defence. On the 17th Sir Sidney detached
the Theseus to reconnoitre the coast to the southward, while he

himself, with the boats of the Tigre, proceeded to the anchorage
of Caiffa near the promontory of Mount Carmel, in order to

intercept the maritime portion of the French expedition, which
the commodore was convinced would soon make its appearance.
At 10 p.m. he discovered the French advanced guard, mounted
on asses and dromedaries, marching by the seaside. Sir Sidney

immediately returned to the Tigre, and sent the launch, with a

32-ponnder carronade and 16 men under the orders of Lieu-

te n.mt John Bushby, to the mouth of the river Kerdanneh, to

-uard and defend the ford
;
a service most ably and effectually

performed.
On the L8th, at daybreak, the launch opened a fire on the

French troops, so unexpected and vigorous, as to oblige them
to retire precipitately to the skirts of Mount Carmel. The main

body finding the road between the sea and the mount thus ex-

posed, came in by the Nazareth road, but not without being
much harassed by the Samaritan Arabs, who were more inimical

to the French than even the Egyptians, and bettor armed. After

being driven by the gnns of the British slips, directed at the

trenches, from making an attack along the coast to the north-

ward, the French invested the town of Acre to the north-east,
where the defences ware much stronger.
The non-i nijiloviin nt of cannon against the British boats con-

vinced Sir Sidney that the French expected their artillery by
sea; and on the very m\t day, the 18th, at 5 a.m., a French

flotilla, consisting of one corvette and nine sailing gun-vessels,
hove in sight of the Tigre. After a three hours' chase, the fol

lowing srv<n Kim-vessels, including one, the Torride, which had
been taken from the British that morning, were captured:—
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and stand off, until the weather moderated, which was not until

the 6th of April. In the mean time the French had pushed
their approaches to the counterscarp, and even into the ditch of

the north-east angle of the town
;
and were employed in mining

the tower, so as to increase the breach which, by their field-

pieces, they had already made in it. Although the fire from the

prize-guns, which had been admirably mounted under the direc-

tion of Colonel Phclipeaiix and Captain Wilmot of the Alliance,

appeared to slacken that of the French, yet much danger was to

be apprehended from the mine. A sortie was therefore deter

mined upon, in which a detachment of seamen and marines from

the three British ships were to force their way into the mine,

while the Turkish troops attacked the enemy's trenches on the

right and left.

Just before daybreak on the 7th the sally took place. The

impetuosity and noise of the Turks rendered abortive an at

tempt to surprise the besiegers, but, in other respects, the Turks

performed their part well. Lieutenant John Westley Wright, of

the Tigre, who commanded the seamen pioneers, notwithstanding
he had received two balls in his right arm as he advanced,
entered the mine with the pikemen, and proceeded to the bottom

of it
; where he verified its direction, and, by pulling down the

supporters, destroyed all that could be destroyed in its present

state. Major John Douglas, of the marines, ably supported the

seamen in this desperate Bervice, bringing off the wounded, and

among them Lieutenant Wright, who had scarcely strength left

to get out of the enemy's trench.

The loss sustained by the British was, one major of marines

(Thomas 01dfield)and two private marines killed, one lieutenant

(John Westhy Wright), one lieutenant of marines (George

tty), two midshipmen (Richard Janverin and James Mor-
rison 1 - 1 _ _•

-
Forbes), one sergeant and six privates of marines,

and 12 seamen wounded. The return of the detachment to the

garrison was well covered by the fire of the Theseus, who had

taken an excellent position for that purpose. The Turks, &t

proofs of their prowess, brought in 60 Frenchmen's heads, a

great number of muskets, and some intrenching tools, of which

Ia8l the besieged were greatly in want.

When Buonaparte Bet out on his march to Syria, he sent

orders to Alexandria for Bear-admiral Perree to put to sea with

the French frigates Junon, Aleeste, and Courageuse, and brig-

corvettes Salamine and Alerte, having on board a quantity to

battering cannon and other heavy munitions of war for the
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Syrian army. These were in addition to those directed to sail

from Damietta, The blockade of Alexandria by Captain Trou

bridge prevented M. Pence's departure ; but, about a month
after Sir Sidney Smith, Captain Troubridge's successor, had

Bailed for the bay of Acre, the French rear-admiral quitted

Alexandria, and reached Jaffa with his valuable cargo: in addi-

tion to which, by Buonaparte's desire, he landed four of the

Junon's 18-pounders.
In the meanwhile the garrison of Acre continued to make

occasional sorties, under the protection of field-pieces in the

boats of the ships, until the evening of the first of 31 ay, when
the French, after many hours' heavy cannonade from 23 pieces
of artillery, including nine battering 24 and lb pounders brought
to Jaffa by Bear-admiral PerreVs squadron, and which, on the

27th of April, had arrived thence overland, made a fourth des-

perate attempt to mount the breach, now much widened. The

Tigre by this time had moored herself on the one, and the The-
seus on the other side of the town, so as to flank the walls of it

;

and the gun-vessels, launches, and other rowing-boats, had sta-

tioned themselves in the best manner for flanking the enemy's
trenches.

I Ipposed to so destructive a cross-fire, the French troops, in

spite of their bravery, were repulsed with a heavy loss. Nor
did the British escape with impunity, having had one captain

("Wilniot, killed by a ritle-shot, as he was mounting a howitzer
on the breach), one midshipman (Edward Morris), and four

seamen killed, and one lieutenant (William Knight), one boat-

swain's mate, six seamen, and one marine wounded. In addition

to their lwss in the action, the British had to regret the death of

Colonel Phelipeaux, an officer of great zeal and ability, in con-

Beqnenoe of a fever brought on by want of rest and exposure to

the sun.

The Turks, to their credit, brought the gabions, fascines, and
all such material- as the garrison could not supply, from the face

of the enemy's works, setting fire to what they could not carry
away. The French, on the other hand, usually repaired in the

night all the mischief that the combined forces had done tot 1 i.-n i

in the day . and. in spite of the unremitting fire kept up by Lieu-

tenant William Knight of the Tigre, from the ramparts, re-

mained within half pistol-shot of the walls.

As well as we can gather from the published accounts, the

gun-boats in the attack just detailed were commanded by,

among others, Lieutenant Stokes, and midshipmen George
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Nicholas Hardinge, James Boxer, and Samuel Simms ;
and the

small boats by Lieutenant Thomas Charles Brorlie, and Messrs.

Thomas Atkinson and Edmund Ives, the masters of the Theseus
and Tigre.
The French continued to batter in broach with progressive

effect
; and, up to the night of the 6th of May, had beenrepulsed,

with great slaughter, in seven or eight attempts to storm. A
similar succession of failures had attended their attacks on the

two ravelins which the persevering Sir Sidney had caused to be

erected, inorderto Hank the nearest approaches of the besiegers
from which the ravelins were only ten yards distant. The best

mode of defence was found to be frequent sorties, which impeded
the French in their covering winks, and were only suspended
during the short intervals caused by the excessive fatigue of

every individual on both sides. At length, on the 7th of May,
the fifty-first of the siege, the long-expected reinforcement from

Rhodes, consisting of some Turkish corvettes, and between 20

and 30 transports with troops, and which at first had been mis-

taken in the French camp for a reinforcement to them, made its

appearance in the offing.

The approach of this additional strength was the signal to

Buonaparte for a most vigorous assault, in the hope to get pos-
session of the town before the troops could disembark. Accord-

ingly, the fire from the French suddenly increased tenfold
;
and

the flanking fire from the British afloat was plied to the utmost,
but with less than the usual effect, the besiegers having thrown

up epaulments and traverses of a sufficient thickness to protect
them from it. The guns that could be worked to the greatest

advantage were a French brass 18-pounder in the Lighthouse
castle, under the d rection of Mr. Christopher Scroeder, master's

mate, and the last-mounted 24-pounder in the north ravelin,
manned from the Tigre, under the direction of Mr. Jones, mid-

shipman. These guns, being within grape distance of the head
of the attacking column, added to the Turkish musketry, did

great execution. The Tigre's two (J8-pounder carronad* b,

mounted in two djerms lying in the mole, and worked underthe

able direction of Mr. James Bray, carpenter of the Tigre, threw

shells into the centre of that column with evident effect, and
checked it considerably.

Still, however, the besiegers gained ground, and made a lodg-

ment in the second story of the north-east tower, the upper part

being entirely battered down, and the ruins in the ditch forming
he ascent by which they mounted Daylight on the 8th dis-
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covered to the besieged the French standard, hoisted on the outer

angle of the tower. The fire from the former had comparatively

Blackened, and even the flanking fire was become of less effect,

the French having covered themselves in this lodgment, and the

approach to it by two traverses across the ditch. These the

French had constructed under the fire of the whole preceding

night : they were composed of sand-bags, and the bodies of the

dead built in with them, and were so high that their bayonets

only were visible.

Hassan Bey's troops were in the boats, although as yet only

half way to the shore. This was a most critical point of the

contest ; and an effort was necessary to preserve the place for

a short time until the newly arrived troops could take their

stations at the walls. Accordingly, Sir Sidney himself land< d

with the ships' boats at the mole, and led the crews, armed with

pikes, to the breach. Many fugitives accompanied the British;

and the latter found the breach d< -tended by a few Turks, whose

destructive missiles were heavy stones, which, striking the

lants on the head, overthrew the foremost down the slope,

and impeded the progress of the rest. Fresh parties of French,

however, ascended to the assault, the heap of ruins between the

two parties Berving as a breastwork for both: here the muzzles

of their mnskets touched, and the spear-heads of their standards

locked.

Djezzar-Pacha, according to the ancient Turkish custom, had

been sitting in his palace, rewarding such as brought him the

heads of his enemies, and distributing musket-cartridges with

his own hands. Hearing that Sir Sidney and his brave ship-

mates were on the lnv;i<-h. the old man hastily quitted hi* station,

and. coming behind the British, pulled them down with violence,

saying, that if any harm happened to his English friends, all

would be lost. This amicable contest as to who should defend

the breach, occasioned a rash of Turks to the spot; and thus

time ined for the arrival of the first body of Hassan-Bey's
tro'

Sir Sidney's next difficulty was to overcome the pacha's repug-
nance to the admission of any troops but his Albanians into the

gardens of th<- seraglio ;
which were now become a very import-

ant
| occupying the terre-plein of the rampart. < >f thoee

Albanians, originally 1000, not above 200 were left alive. This

was no time for debate, and Sir Sidney overruled the pacha's

objections by introducing the Chifflic regiment of 1000 men,

armed with bayonets, disciplined after the European method,
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under Sultan Selim's own eye, and placed by the commands of

the latter at the disposal of the British commodore. The gar-

rison, animated by the appearance of such a reinforcement, were

now all on foot, and soon formed in sufficient numbers to defend

the breach. This being the case, Sir Sidney proposed to the

pacha, to let the Chifflic regiment make a sally, and take the

assailants in flank. The gates were accordingly opened, and the

Turks rushed out; but, not being equal to such a movement,

they were driven back with loss. The Tigre*s 68-pounders,

however, protected the town-gate, as hitherto, most effica-

ciously.

The sortie produced this good effect ;
it obliged the besiegers

to expose themselves above their parapets, so that the flanking

fire of the British brought down numbers of them, and drew

their force from the breach : the small number remaining on the

lodgment were then killed or dispersed by some hand-grenades
thrown by Mr. R. H. Savage, a midshipman of the Theseus.

After this, the French began a new breach, by an incessant fire

directed to the southward of the lodgment ; every shot knocking
down whole sheets of a wall, much less solid than that of the

tower on which they had expended so much time and am-
munition.

The group of French generals and aides-de-camp, which the

shells from the two C>8-pounders had so frequently dispersed,
were now assembled on Richard Coeur de Lion's mount. .Buona-

parte was distinguishable in the centre of a semicircle. His

gesticulations indicated a renewal of the attack, and his de-

spatching an a id i '-de-camp to the camp showed that he waited

only for a reinforcement. Sir Sidney immediately directed

Hassan Bey's ships to take their stations in the shoal water tc

the southward, and made the Tigre's sig al to get under way,
and join the Theseus to the northward.
A little before sunset a massive column appeared advancing to

the breach with a solemn step. The pacha's idea was, not to

defend the breach this time, but rather to let a certain number
of the besiegers enter, and then close with them according to the

Turkish mode of war. The column thus mounted the breach

unmolested, and descended from the rampart into the pacha's

garden. Here, in a few minutes, the bravest and most advanced
of the Frenchmen lay headless corpses; the sabre, with tho

addition of a dagger in the other hand, proving more than a

matcli for the bayonet. The rest of the besiegers retreated pre-

cipitately ;
and the French commanding officer. General Lannes,
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who was seen manfully encouraging his men to mount the breach,

was carried off, wounded by a musket-shot. General Eambeaud
was killed.

Muck confusion had arisen in the town from the actual entry
of the French ;

it having been impossible, nay impolitic, to

make fully known the mode of defence intended to be adopted,
lest the besiegers, by means of their numerous emissaries,
should come to a knowledge of it. The English uniform, which
had hitherto, wherever it appeared, served as a rallying-point
for the old garrison, became, in the dusk, mistaken for French,
the newly-arrived Turks not distinguishing, in the crowd, be-

tween one hat and another. In consequence of this, many a

6evere sabre-blow whs parried by the British officers; and

Major Douglas, and Messrs. Ives and Jones, as they were

forcing their way through a torrent of fugitives, nearly lost

their lives. Calm was at length restored, chiefly by the pacha's
exertions

; and, both parties being so fatigued as to be unable

to move, an end was put to the 25 hours' contest. In this very
splendid affair the British had one seaman killed, seven seamen

wounded, and one midshipman (Thomas Lamb) and three sea-

men drowned.

Conceiving now that the ideas of the Syrians, as to the al-

leged irresistible prowess of their invaders, must be changed
since they had witnessed the checks which the besieging army
daily experienced in their operations before the town of Acre,
Sir Sidney wrote a circular to the princes and chiefs of the

Christians of Mount Lebanon, and also to the sheiks of the

Druses, recalling them to a sense of duty, and exhorting them
to cut off the supplies from the French camp. The Syrians

immediately sent two ambassadors to Sir Sidney, and eoin-

menced active operations against Buonaparte's overland sup-

plies. The latter's career further northward was thus effectu-

ally stopped by a warlike- people inhabiting an impenetrable

country. General Kleber's division, which had just been re-

called from the fords of the Jordan, was intended to be the next

to take its turn in the daily efforts to mount the breach at Acre.

To frustrate this, if possible, another sortie was resolved on.

Accordingly, in the night of the 19th, the Turkish Chifflic regi-

ment, led by its lieutenant-colonel Soliman Aga, rushed out of

the gates, and gained the third parallel of the besiegers ; but

the impetuosity of the men carried them to the second trench,
where they lost some of their standards: previously to their

retreat, however, they spiked four of the French guns. Klc-
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ber's division, instead of mounting the breach as had been

General Buonaparte's intention, was thus obliged to spend its

time and its strength in recovering these works
;
in which it

did not succeed until alter a three hours' conflict and a heavy
loss.

The loss of the British in the action is, in Sir Sidney's letter,

mixed up with the heavy loss sustained on board the Theseus

by the bursting of some shells that had been placed on the dick

for immediate use. The accident alluded to was a very serious

one. < in t he 14th of May, at 9h. 30m. a.m., just as the The-

seus, having on the preceding day been detached off Cresarea

for the purpose, had discovered, and was beginning to chase, the

squadron of M. Perree, twenty 36-pounder, and fifty lS-pounder

shells, which had been got up and prepared for service, in an

instant, no one could tell how, caught fire and exploded. The

ship was presently in flames, in the main-rigging and mizentop,
in the cockpit, in the tiers, in several places about the main

deck, and in various other parts. Captain Miller had just run

aft from the forecastle, to ascertain the cause of the unusual

bustle, wlicti a splinter struck him in the breast, and he fell

dead on the deck. The same was the melancholy fate of the

ship's schoolmaster (Thomas Scgbourne), two midshipmen
(James Morrison Bigges Forbes and Charles James Webb),
23 seamen, one boy, and three private marines, who were

killed, and six seamen and three private marines, who Mere

drowmd by jumping overboard; total, 40 killed and drowned.
Tin- number wounded (the greater part of them shockingly

burnt) amounted to IT, including two lieutenants (James Sum-
;in rs and Beatly), the master (Thomas Atkinson), surgeon

(Eobert Tainsh), chaplain (Frederick Morris), one midshipman
(( hai lis I lobson ). and the carpenter (mortally) ; making a total

of 87 kilhd and wounded by the explosion.
The whole of the poop and alter-part of the quarter-deck

weri' entirely Mown to pieces, and all the booms destroyed.

Eight of the nuiin-deck beams were also broken; and, in their

fall, they jammed the tiller. All the wardroom bulkheads and

windows were Mown to pieces, and the ship was left a perfect

wreck; nothing, indeed, but the greatest exertions on the part
of Lieutenants Thomas England and James Summers, Mr. At-

kinson, the master, and the surviving officers and crew, subdued
the fire and saved the Theseus.

The accident is thus accounted for. The carpenter of the

ship and one of the midshipmen who perished, were endeavour-
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iiiLT to get the fusees out of the shells; the one by an augur, the

other by a mallet and spike-nail. It may readily be conceived

that the latter mode was that by which the shells became

ignited : beyond this conjecture nothing is known respecting
the origin of the lamentable accident. Nor were its sad effects

on board the only misfortune. The chase of the French frigates
was obliged to be discontinued ; and, as the Tigre could not
move without risking the safety of Acre, and Sir Sidney had no
effective frigates to detach, Commodore Perree escaped. The
same cause, the want of frigates, enabled the French to receive

at Jaffa, from Alexandria, some very important supplies, espe-

cially ammunition; of which the British ships had scarcely

enough left to continue the cannonade.

The loss occasioned by the tire of the enemy appears to have
amounted to only one seaman killed, and one sergeant and one

private of marines wounded
;
all belonging to the Tigre. This

makes the loss sustained by the three ships in the different

attacks as follows: Tigre, 17 killed, 48 wounded, four drowned,
and 77 prisoners ; Theseus, tour killed, 15 wounded, and five

prisoners; and Alliance, one killed and three wounded; total,

22 killed, 66 wounded, four drowned, and 82 prisoners.
After their last failure the French grenadiers refused to mount

the breach any more over the putrid bodies of their unburied

companions, sacrificed in former attacks by their general's im-

patience and precipitation, which led him to commit such pal-

pable errors as even seamen could turn to advantage. Two
attempts to assassinate Sir Sidney in the town having failed, a

flag of truce was Bent in by the hands of an Arab dervise, with
a letter to the pacha, proposing a cessation of arms, for the

purpose of burying the dead bodies ; the stench of which had
me intolerable, and threatened the existence of every
son on both sides. Many, indeed, in the garrison had died

delirious within a few hours after having been seized with the

first symptoms of infection. It was therefore natural that the

besieged should listen to the proposal, and be off their guard

during the conference. While the answer was under considera-

tion, a volley of shot and shells (the latter taken out of some

captured Turkish vessels) announced an assault; which, how-

ever, the garrison was ready to receive, and the assailants only
contributed to increase the number of dead bodies. Sir Sidney
rescued the Arab from the indignation of the Turks, by con-

veying him on board the Tigre; whence he was sent back to

the French general with a message that must have made the
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army ashamed of Laving exposed itself to so well-merited a

reproof.
All hopes of success having vanished, the French army, in

the night between the 20th and 21st, raised the siege, and made
a precipitate retreat, leaving 23 pieces of battering cannon

(except the carriages, which had been burnt) in the hands of

the besieged. According to Berthier*s account, the army
reached Cantoura on the afternoon of the 21st, the ruins of

Caesarea on the 22nd, and Jaffa on the 24th. Here it rested

three days. It then moved forward, and reached Gaza on the

30th. On the 1st of June it entered the desert, and stopped on

the 2nd at El-Arich, where Buonaparte left a garrison. The
main body then continued its march, arriving on the 4th at

Cathich, and on the 14th at Cairo. Berthier omits to notice

how the French had been harassed in their retreat by the

Syrians : he, however, sums up the loss of the French army,

during the last four months, at 700 men who had died by

disease, 500 killed in the different actions, and about 1800

wounded. But, where the lives of men were so little valued,

the probability is, that the returns Avere very deficient; and,

therefore, that the loss which the French sustained in their

expedition into Syria was much greater than they were willing,

or even able, to make known.

After affording to the Turks such further assistance as was

in his power, Sir Sidney, on the 12th of June, set sad from the

bay of Acre ; and proceeded, first to Beruta road on the samo

coast, and afterwards to Lamica road, Cyprus, in order to refit

his little squadron. He then departed for Constantinople, to

concert with the Porte measures for entirely extirpating the

French from Egypt.
On the 3rd of July Rear-admiral Ganteaume, who had been

attending Buonaparte at his head-quarters at Cairo, arrived at

Alexandria, after a narrow escape from the Arabs in his way
down the Nil'-. In obedience to the orders he had received,

the rear-admiral immediately began preparing for sea the

Bftuiron and Oarrere. By these, the two fastest sailing and

best-conditioned of th<- ex-Venetian frigates in the port, Buona-

parte intended, when the opportunity offered, to attempt to

back to France; in compliance, it would appear, with the wish

of the directcry in the present critical state of France, as ex-

pressed in a letter from them, dated on tho 26th of May, and

received by Buonaparte soon after his return to Cairo from the

Syrian expedition. On the 11th, the signal-post at Alexandria
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unexpectedly announced the appearance of 76 vessels, of which
numl^r 11' were made out to be Turkish men-of-war. In the

se of the day 15 other vessels hove in sight, and followed

the first to the bay of Aboukir; where these two divisions, with

a third not Been from Alexandria, came to an anchor; forming
a total of 11 Is, including thirteen 74s. nine frigates, and
17 gun-boats: the remainder were transports with troops.
This numerous fleet was under the command of Hassan Bey ;

and the troops, whose reputed number was 18,000, under that

of Seid-Mustapha-Pacha.
General Marmont, the governor of Alexandria, as soon as he

had despatched a messenger to the commander-in-chief, marched,
with 1200 men and five pieces of cannon, towards Aboukir, to

oppose the Turks on their landing : but. meeting an express
from Captain Godard, who with 300 men commanded at Aboukir,

announcing that the Turks had already disembarked, and were
now investing the fort, the general returned to Alexandria to

await further reinforcements. For this General Marmont was
afterwards mnch blamed by Buonaparte. "Avec vos douze

ts homni s the latter in his usual confident manner,

"je serais alle jus.pi'ii Constantinople."
1

The fort or if Aboukir was situated at the extremity of

a narrow neck of (and apon a rock of difficult access, and was

protected on the Ian by a redoubt thrown up at the en-

trance of the peninsula. Into this redoubt Captain Godard re-

tired with 265 men, leaving shut up in the fort the remaining

35, in command of an artillery-officer named Yinache. On the

15th, at daybreak, the Turk-, assisted by their gun-boats, com-
menced a furious attack upon the redoubt: which, at night,

they carried by assault, after having killed Captain Godard and
the greater part of his men : the remainder of the little garrison

put to I
- rd. The Turks now bestowed their undi-

vided attention upon the castle ; which, after a two days' siege,

surrendered by capitulation. Notwithstanding this, the Turks,
it appears, would have massacred their 35 prisoners, but for the

interference '.tin Sir Sidney Smith, who, with the Tigre
and Thi Bens, had just returned to the coi

•

Having ed the only obstacle to the disembarkation of

their troops and artillery, the Turks landed the whole; but,

instead of marching on Alexandria, where General Marmont was

staying with only 1800 troops of the line (including a reinforce-

ment of 600 just received), and 200 sailors of the nautic legion,
1 Victoires et ConquStes, tome si., p. 25.
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the mussulmans began intrenching themselves on the peninsula.
On the night of the 23rd Buonaparte arrived at Alexandria, and
on the 25th, having assembled his army, resolved to attack the

Turks in their intrenchmcnts : he did so, and, after a dreadful

carnage, possessed himself of all the redoubts, as well as of

Aboukir village. In the latter was made prisoner the Turkish

commander-in-chief, Seid-Mustapha-Pacha.
The achievement of this victory cost the French 200 officers

and men killed, and 750 woiinded: among the latter were
Generals M mat (slightly) and Fugieres ;

and among the former,
Generals Cretin, Leturcq, and Duvivier. The Turkish prisoners,

including the wounded, amounted to 2000. If, therefore, as

alleged in the French accounts, the Turks had 12,000 men out-

side the castle of Aboukir, 10,000 men must have been killed

and drowned. " La deroute," says a French writer, "est com-

plete ;
l'ennemi dans le plus grand desordre, estfrappe de terreur

trouve par-tout les ba'ionnettes et la mort. Dix mille homines

Be precipitant dans la mer
;

ils y sont fusiles et mitrailles.

Cette glorieuse (!) journee, &c."'

On the Bame day. the 25th, on which this battle was won,
General Lanncs, at the head of a division of troops, summoned
the 5000 Turks shut up in the castle of Aboukir to surrender.

The latter refused; and on the morning of the 27th the French

opened their batteries upon the fort. The Turks had retired

thither with such precipitation, that they were without either

ammunition or provisions, but not, it appears, without their

women and horses.3 Famine at length effected whal the batter-

ing cannon of the besiegers could not, and on the 2nd of August
the " band of horrid Bpectres" rushed out of the castle and Bur-

rendered. Their sufferings had been so great, thai very few,

notwithstanding the cue that appears to have been taken of

lie in. sun ived.

(in tin .'.tli of August Buonaparte quitted Alexandria for

Cairo, to make final preparations for leaving the army. On tho

L8th, after a stay of li days, Buonaparte quitted the capital of

Egypt, with Generals Berthier, Lannes, Murat, Marmont, and

Andreossi
;
also the literarymen (les savans), Monge, Berthollet,

and \ ivant-Deiion. and on the L'lst arriv< d at Alexandria.

\\ itli his usual utter disregard of truth where an object was to

be attained, Buonaparte addressed to the divan of Egypt the

following letter:— "
Being inform* d thai my squadron is ready,

and that a formidable a imy is embarked
; being convinced, as I

> Dictlonnaire HUtoriquc, tuine i.,p, 10. 2 Victoires ot Conqueles, tome xi.,p.



1799.] Buonaparte's escape frcm egypt.

often said, that, until I can strike a blow which shall crush

at once all my enemies, I shall not enjoy in tranquillity and peace
the possession of Egypt, the finest country in the world, I have

ved to put myw It at the head of my ships, leaving the com
mand, in my absence, with General Kleber, a man of distin-

guished merit, and whom I have directed to treat the alemas
and scheicks with the same friendship which they have expe-
rienced from me. Do all in your power to induce the people of

Egypt to repose on him the same confidence that they have had
in me

; and, upon my return, which will be in two or three

months, I shall I"- phased with the people of Egypt, and have

nothing but praises and recompenses to bestow upon the

schieckf

On the same day. Buonaparte writes confidentially to General
Kleber : he expects tohe in France in the beginning of October,
and hopes that will be in time to save Italy ; adding, with good

in,
"

L'arrivee de notre escadre a Toulon, venant de Brest,
et de rescadre espagnole a Carthagene, ne laisse aucune espece
de donte but la possibility de faire passer en Egypte les fusils,

sabres, et fers conks dont vous aurezbesoin, et dont j'ai letat le

plus exact, avec unc quantite de recrues suffisante pour reparer
la perte des deux campagm s. Kl.'-her is then told that,
should no news ur reinforcement reach him by the month of

May, and his army lose, by sickness and skirmishes with

the natives, more than lf>'>0 men, he is to endeavour to con-

clude a treaty of peace with the Porte, of which treaty the

principal article is to relate to the evacuation. If possible, how-

ever, the execution of the order to evacuate is to be deferred

until a general peace takes place. Should the Porte be inclined

to listen to the terms which he, Buonaparte, has already offered,
General Kleber is to continue the negotiation, requiring the

Porte to withdraw from the coalition, to grant the French afree

commerce in the Black Sea, to set at liberty all French prisoners,
and to allow a sixmonths' suspension of hostilities, in order that,

in the interval, the ratifications maybe exchanged. Then fol-

- this paragraph :

"
Supposant que les circonstances soient

telles, que vous croyiez devoir conclure le traite avec la Porte,
vous feriez sentirqne vous ne pouvez pas le mettre e 1'execution

qu'il ne soit ratifie*, Belon 1'usage de toutes les nations. L'inter-

valle entre la signature d'un traite et la ratification doit toujours
etre une suspension d'ho>tilites."' The fortifications of El-Arich

and Alexandria are to be strengthened ;
and General Kleber i>

i For the original, see Appendix, No. 20.
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assured that there will arrive, in the course of the winter, at

Alexandria, Burlos, orPamietta, some French ships-of-war ; by
which the General is to send to France a body of 6< >0 uiamelukes,

in order that the latter may see " la grandeur dc la nation," and

on their return to Egypt, in a year or two afterwards, give a

favourable account of the French manners and language. In

case mamelukes cannot be obtained, Arab hostages, or even

El-Beled scheicks, will suffice.1

On or about the 9th of August Commodore Sir Sidney Smith,

with the Tigre, Theseus, and the two or three Turkish men-of-

war that remained on the Egyptian coast, made sail from before

the western harbour of Marabou, and on the 16th anchored in

Baffa road, island of Cyprus. No time was now to be lost.

Buonaparte had appointed to meet General Kldber on the 24th,

it the town of Rosetta; but dreading the reappearance of Sir

Sidney Smith's two ships, he embarked, at 10 p.m. on the 22nd,

on board the Muiron, bearing the flag of Bear-admiral Gan-

teaume. The French accounts say, that at this moment a

British frigate was signalled off the port
—which we doubt;

it might, however, have been a Turkish corvette.

On the 23rd the two frigates made sail out of the harbour.

Onboard the ."Muiron, besides General Buonaparte, were Gene-

rals Berthicr and Andreossi
;

Messrs. Monge, Berthollet, and

Aivant-Benon ; Buonaparte's aide-de-camp M. Lavalette, and his

secretary M. linurrienne. On board theCarrere, commanded by
Commodore Pnmanoir-le-1'elley, were Generals Lanncs, Murat,

and Marmont, and the distinguished literary character, M. Par-

ceval Grandmaison. Three small vessels, the Revanche, Inde-

pendant, and Foudre accompanied the two frigates. The Foudre,

however, not sailing so well as had been expected, was ordered

back to Alexandria.

Tims importantly freighted, the two French frigates, in com-

pany with their two remaining tenders, the better to avoid the

British cruisers, kepi close along the African shore. A constant

wind from the north-west occasioned the little squadron to be

20 days traversing LOO leagues. At length the wind changed
in their favour: and passing Cape Bona unseen, the Muiron and

Carrere made the island of Corsica. On the 1st of October the

frigati b cast anchor in the port of Ajaccio. Here Buonaparte

heard of the capture of Mantua, the battle of Novi, the invasion

of Holland by an Anglo-Bussian, and the entire conquest of

Italy by an Austro-liussian army.
' Victoircs et Conquetes, tome xi., jj. 220.
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Contrary winds detained the frigates in port. Buonaparte
took advantage of the delay in getting ready a felucca with a

set of excellent rowers
;
and which, on the evening of the 7th,

when the frigates were enabled to proceed on their voyage, was
taken in tow by the Muiron. Buonaparte had done this in order

that, should an engagement suddenly ensne between the frigates

and any enemy's ships, he might be enabled to reach the French
coast. On the bth, at sunset, the coast of France was signalled ;

but the joy this was calculated to inspire received a check in

the signal which immediately followed, announcing that eight or

ten large Bhips were in sight in the offing. Amidst the general
consternation produced by this incident, Buonaparte alone, it

appears, preserved his presence of mind. The danger appeared
so imminent, that Rear-admiral Ganteaume was for tacking and

returning to Corsica. "
Non, non," replied Buonaparte,

"
cette

manoeuvre nuns conduirait en Angleterre, et je veux arriver en

France."1 The two frigates immediately cleared for action and
laid their heads to the north-north-west. The strangers, what-
ever they were, disappeared; and at midnight land was seen

close ahead. The frigates now lay to ; and, at daylight on the

9th, Cape Taillat was in Bight. On the same day Buonaparte
and his suite disembarked at Frejus. Leaving Buonaparte to

make the most of his good fortune in having accomplished so

perilous a voyage, we shall hasten back to the spot where he
had left his army.
We formerly mentioned the visit of Buonaparte to Suez. On

his return to Cairo he left a small detachment of troops in pos-
session of the town and environs of Suez ; and Kosseir, and a

few other places along the coast of Upper Fgypt, were similarly

garrisoned. Much about the time that Buonaparte arrived at

Suez, the British ."O-gun ship Centurion, Captain John Sprat

Bainier, and 18-gun I tp Albatross, Captain Charles Adam,
anchored in the road of Mocha, a seaport of Arabia, near the

Straits of Babelmandel.

Early in the month of April Captain Bainier, with the Centu-
rion and Albatross, mad.- Bail from Mocha, and on the 27th

arrived in Bight of the town of Suez. Here the boats of tho

British 50 and brig-sloop, covered by the latter, chased two
French gun-boats into the harbour, but were unable to get at

them owing to the shallowness and intricacy of the navigation.
On the next day, the 29th, after the Albatross had sounded and
discovered a safe anchorage, the two vessels brought up. "We

1 Victoires et Conquetes, tome xi., p. 224.

VOL. II. „
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believe these were the first ships-of-war which had ever belbro

been seen from the town of Suez, and their appearance created

so much alarm to the French, that they began throwing up
breastworks on a hill that commanded the town and harbour.

As however the troops, the principal part of whom were Mal-

tese, pressed into the service, were constantly swimming off to

the British ships, the probability is that a very small .1 tritisli

military force would have relieved the inhabitants of Suez from
their oppressors. After staying in the neighbourhood of Suez
until the latter end of June, Captain Rainier sailed back to

Mocha
;
at which anchorage he found Rear-admiral John Blan-

kett, in the 50-gun ship Leopard, Captain Thomas Surridge,
with two or three frigates and smaller vessels.

On the 11th of August, at daybreak, the 12-pounder 32-gun
frigates Daedalus, Captain Henry Lidgbird Ball, and Fox, Cap-
tain Henry Stuart, part of the squadron above mentioned, while

standing into Kosseir bay, boarded one of seven or eight dows
or trading-vessels, from the town of Kosseir bound to Yambo.
From this vessel information was obtained, that 100 Frenchmen
v, re stationed at Kosseir. Captain Ball being determined to

attack the place, the two frigates at 9 a.m., made all sail, and at

10 a.m. discovered the town, with republican colours flying at

the small 5-gun fort that defends the road. At 2 h. 30 m. p.m.

the two frigates anchored about a quarter of a mile from the

fort, and began a cannonade. At 3h. 30 m. p.m., the Daedalus

ceased firing and hoisted a flag of truce; but, no notice being
taken of it, the two frigates resumed their fire. At 5 p.m., Captain

1 sent in the boats, which cut out a dow from nnderthe fort.

Throughout the night the two frigates each fired a gun occa-

sionally; and on the L5th, at 5 a.m., recommenced a heavy lire,

and continued it until noon, still without any return. At this

time several breaches were observed in the walls of the fort, and

the lower town was nearly in ruins. At 4 p.m. the boats of the

Daedalus, in the face of a heavy fire of musketry opened from the

ruins of the town, cut out two dows. At 5h. 30m. p.m. tin-

boat of both frigates, the launches of each with an 18-pounder
carronade in them, led by Captain Stuart, landed to the south-

ward of the town, for the purpose of destroying the well-, from

which the French troop obtained their water. The hitter, how-

ever, had collected in such numbers, that the boats were obliged
to return without effecting their object. The frigates continued

the cannonade till night. On the 16th, at daylight, the boats

again proceeded from the ships, with about 70 seamen and ma-
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rincs, commanded as before by Captain Stuart, and strengthened

by two of the Fox's 6-pounders. Just as the party had landed,

an unexpected flanking fire was opened upon them from a gun
stationed in one of the breaches of the fort

; which, coupled with

a heavy fire of musketry, obliged the British to return to their

ships, with the loss of one man killed in the Fox's launch, and

one of the impounders left in the surf. In the forenoon the Dae-

dalus and Fox got under way, and were soon out of sight of

Kosse'ir, its battered fort, and ruined town.

The French, as may be supposed, made the most of this affair.

declared that Adjutant-general Donzelot, with two compa-
nies of the -1st regiment, had, without any loss on his part,

defeated 40 i British troops, although supported by two frigates.

That the British retired with such precipitation, as to leave a

6-pounder and more than GO of their killed and wounded upon
the beach. 1 False as this account undoubtedly is, for even the

one man killed was carried on board the Fox, and buried with

christian rites, there appears some truth in the statement that

6000 round shot, fired from the two frigates, were picked up in

the fort and town. This amounts to about three-fourths of the

quantity of shot to which two frigates of the class of the Dasda-

i 1 Fox are entitled
; nor, at such a distance from home, was it

very easy io supply the deficiency. Hence, it seems doubtful which

side lost the most by an enterprise, the utility of which, taking
all the circumstances into consideration, is not very apparent.

General Eleber was by no means pleased with the sudden,
and to him quite unexpected, departure of the commander-
in-chief from the shores of Egypt. From the following abstract

of the state of the French resources in Egypt on the 2(Jth of

mber, Buonaparte may have considered that, if he did not

abandon the army, the army would in all probability abandon

him. The effective strength of that army was about 20,000

men, or not much more than half what it amounted to 14

months before, when it disembarked at Marabou. These 20,000

men occupied all the principal posts of the triangle formed by
the Cataracts of the Nile on the south, the fortress of Fl-Arich

on the east, and the city nf Alexandria on the west. The troops

were in want not only of pay and clothing, but of arms and

ammunition. Buonaparte had not left a sous in the chest, and

the arrears of pay due to the army amounted to four millions of

francs. All the riege artillery, except some sea-service guns,

had been lost in the Syrian campaign; and the latter were
i Victoires et Conquetes, tome xii., p. 28.
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used in arming the two frigates in which Buonaparte had taken

his passage. The number of sick was greater than when the

anr.y was of nearly double the strength. Egypt had the ap-

pearance of being quiet; but the natives naturally looked upon
the French as enemies, who had invaded their soil, and whom,
at the first opportunity that presented itself, they would be jus-

tified in destroying. The mamelukes had been dispersed, but

not destroyed. Mourad Bey was harassing the French in

Upper Egypt; and Ibrahim Bey was at Gaza with about 2000

mamelukes. On the plains of Acre was the grand vizier's

army, numbering, with that under Djezzar Pacha, nearly 30,000

men. To add to all this a Turkish naval force of considerable

amount was again assembling on the coast.

In the latter end of October Sir Sidney Smith arrived from

the island of Khodes, with a fleet of Turkish men-of-war and a

considerable reinforcement of troops, from Constantinople. On
the 29th the Turks disembarked, near the Bogaz or Damiette

mouth of the Nile, under cover of the fire of their gun-boats.
To this spot Sir Sidney proceeded in the hope, by an attack

there, to draw the attention of the French from the side of the

desert, towards which the grand Turkish army was then ad-

vancing. Accordingly the coast was sounded, and the pass to

Damietta marked with buoys and Turkish gun-boats. The at-

tack began by the boats of the Tigre taking possession of a

ruined castle, situated on the eastern side of the Bogaz : which
castle the inundation of the Nile had insulated from the main

land, leaving a fordable passage.
The Turkish flag, displayed on the tower of this castle, was

at once the signal for the Turkish gun-boats to advance, and
for the French to open their fire, in order to dislodge the little

garrison within it. This the I'nneh did from a redoubt on the

main land, at ]><>int-blank-shot distance, mounted with two
From 1 1 '.' -pounders and an 8-poundcr field-piece. The fire was
returned from the launch's carronade, an 18 or 24 pounder,
mounted in a breach in the castle, and from field-pieces in the

small boats; which soon obliged the French to discontinue work-

ing at an intrenchment they were making to oppose the landing.
Lieutenant Stokes, in the meanwhile, had been detached,

with the boats, to check a body of cavalry advancing along a

neck of land: in which he succeeded, but with a loss of one
man killed and one wounded. This interchange of firing con-

tinued, with little intermission, during the 29th, 30th, and 31st
;

when, at length, owing chiefly to the shells from the carronade
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at the castle, the magazine at the redoubt blew up, and one of

the 36-poundera was silenced. Orders were now given to disem-

bark, but it was not until the morning of the 1st of November,
+hat the lauding could be effected.

The delay had given time to the French to collect a force moro
than double that of the first division landed, and to be ready to

attack it before the return of the boats with the remainder. The
French advanced to the charge with bayonets. The Turks, when
the former were within ten yards of them, rushed on sabre in

hand, and. in an instant, routed the first line of the French in-

fantry. Their impetuosity, however, carried them too far, and
the fate of the day was suddenly changed. The flanking fire

from the castle and boats, which had hitherto been plied with
now necessarily suspended by the impossibility of

pointing clear of the Turks in the confusion. The latter then
turned a random fire on the boats, to make the latter take them
off: and the sea was presently covered with turbans. The
Turks sent up piteous in ansfor assistance, which with difficulty
and risk was afforded to them; all being brought off, except
2000 killed, and about 800, whom the French took prisoners

by wading into the water after them.

The French declare, that they had not actually engaged in

this affair, in which General Verdier was the commanding officer,

more than 1000 men ; and that their loss was so comparatively
t ritling, as 30 killed and 80 wounded.
About five weeks after the departure of General Buonaparte

from Egypt, < • ner J EL b< r wrote the directory a very full and

by no means flattering account of affairs in that country. This

important letter he intrusted to the Maltese Chevalier Barras,

(cousin to the director of that name), who on the 4th of Novem-
ber sailed from Alexandria in a vessel named the Marianne, on
board of which had also embarked General Vaux and several

other wounded offia

The Marianne, it appears, had a successful voyage until she

gained a sight of the coast of France, when a British sloop-
of-war fell in with and captured her. Y\"e have here so much
dearth of information to complain of, that we cannot give tho

name of the ship, nor the date of the capture. Neither are wo
able to state whether the Marianne was a brig or a fore-and-aft

rigged vessel
;
we conjecture, however, that she was the gun-

v— el of that name, since (as, we presume, was also the case

with the Foudre) recaptured by the French.

The despatches, as is customary on such occasions, were
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thrown overboard, but not with the customary carefulness.

They were wrapped up in an old silk handkerchief, through
which the cannon shot intended to sink them immediately

pierced, and one of the British sailors picked them up as they
were floating by the side of the vessel. The captain of the

sloop-of-war carried the important papers to the commander-
in-chief: and Vice-admiral Lord Keith, who had returned to

Gibraltar from England on the Gth of December, after making
himself acquainted with their contents, transmitted the de-

spatches to his government.

Shortly after the defeat of the Turks at Daniietta Sir Sidney
Smith conveyed to General Klebcr, as the commanding officer

of the French army in Egypt, the reply of the Sublime Porte

to Buonaparte's overtures to the Sultan formerly noticed
;
which

reply was simply to the purport, that no negotiation could bo

entered into without the concurrence of England and Russia,

besting on the belief that England possessed the inclination,

and Commodore Sir Sidney Smith the power, to conclude a

treaty jointly with the grand vizier, General Klebcr made propo-
sals to that effect to the latter and Sir Sidney; and it was at

length agrei d, that General Desaix and the administrator of the

finances Poussielgue should repair on board the Tigre, and there

confer with the commissioners on the other side. Owing to

the badness of the weather, the two French commissioners

were unable to reach the Tigre, who had purposely anchored off

Alexandria, until on or about the 2!)th of December
;
and almost

li.it' ly afterwards a heavy gale of wind drove the ship
and the negotiators out to sea.

In the meanwhile the French bad been dispossessed of one of

their Syrian fortresses, in a manner quite sudden and unex-

pected; nominally by the advanced body of the grand vizier's

and a detachment of British marines under Major Douglas of

that corps, but really by the treachery of the garrison. The
army of the grand vizier, it appears, marched from Gaza to El-

Arich on the 20th of December, and immediately summoned
the fort to surrender. This being refused, .Major Douglas and
some other British officers reconnoitred the defences; and on

the 25th the batteries opened upon El-Arich. The firing con-

tinued, without producing any sensible effect, until the morning
of the 29th; at which time the French garrison, "presque

i uti i',"' revolted, and letdown a rope for Major Douglas
to ascend into the fort.

' Victoires et Cunquttes, tome xii., p. 13.
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"When we read of a fortress, after a hard straggle, being

carried by storm, and of the brave garrison, instead of being

crowned with chaplets, put to the sword, we cannot withhold

our pity, and feel a difficulty in suppressing our indignation;

bin the official announcement, that 300 of the garrison of El-

Arich fell beneath the sabres of the mussulmans, moves us not

at all. "We only regret that any British officer should have

i present, to reap a benefit from the crimes of a traitor, and,
•
by means of a rope -which was let down for him,"

1 to po-

himself of that which can only be honourably acquired by fair

fighting or fair cession. Operations carrying on in a more

northern quarter now demand our attention.

An alleged change in the public mind in Holland favourable

to the views of the dethroned stadtholder, induced the British

cabinet, early in the summer of the present year, to plan an

expedition against that country, upon a much more enlarged

than that which had failed in the second year of the war.

On account of the unshackled state of her press, and the activity

and intelligence of her journalists, England, of all countries in

the world, is the 1 ast adapted for carrying into effect a secret

expedition. In this instance, however, the British government

had, in a most surprising manner, concealed its designs, until

the expedition, which was upon an immense scale, was on the

eve of departure.
The British North Sea fleet was still under the command of

Admiral Lord Duncan ;
and a suitable detachment from it had

a long time blocked up in the Texel the following Dutch

squadron :
—

Goo-ship.
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Besides the above squadron ready for sea, there were a few old

ships lying in ordinary in the Nieueve Diep. But the strongest

portion of the Dutch navy lay at Amsterdam and in the Meuse.
In the first-named port there were, in commission, if not in

readiness for sea, four 74 and two G4 gun ships, and in the

second, one 74 and seven G4 gun ships, besides several frigates
and brigs.

For employment in this expedition to Holland troops, in large

numbers, were assembled at Southampton, under Lieutenant-

general Sir Ealph Abercromby, and others had rendezvoused
at Ramsgate, Margate, Barham Downs, and Yarmouth; the

whole, amounting to about 27,000 men, placed, as on the
former occasion, under the command of his Royal Highness the

Duke of York. A treaty had also been entered into between
Great Britain and Russia

; wherein the latter stipulated to

furnish 17,593 men, also six ships of the line and five frigates,

all armed en flute, and two transports, to carry a portion of the

troops. The emperor was to receive for the hire of his troops

88,000/. sterling ;
half of which was to be paid when the troops

were ready to embark at Revel, and the remainder in three

months afterwards. A subsidy of 44,000?. a month was also to

be paid, from the day on which the troops were ready. For
the ships Great Britain was to pay 58,976?. 10s. sterling, as a
three months' subsidy for expenses of equipments, &c, to be

computed from the day on which the ships should depart from

Cronstadt; and, after the expiration of those three months, she

was to continue to pay at the rate of 19,642Z. 10s. sterling a

month. All this was indepi ndently of subsistence. The em-

peror, therefore, made a tolerable market of his ships and troops.
On the 13th of August a licet, composed of about 150 sail of

ships-of-war, transports, and cutters, having on board the first

division of the troops destined for Holland, put to sea from

Margate roads and tin: Downs; the troops, numbering about

17,000, commanded by Lieutenant-general Abercromby, and
the naval pari of the expedition, by Vice-admiral Andrew
Mitchell, the effective force of which consisted of the following

ships :
—

Gun-ship.

74 Ral

66 Mistisloff .

Monmouth
Ardent

jueux
America .

64

Captain Greitr. ) „
a m n { Russian.

„ A. Mollor. J

,, George Hart.

,, Thomas liertie.

„ Rowley BulteeL

n John Smith.
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Gun-drip.

i
1 . . . . Captain John Bazely.

I Veteran .... ,, Arch.-Collingwood Dickson.

54 Glatton .... „ Charles Cobb.

I.

.

j
Vice-admiral (b.) Andrew Mitchell.

1:318 •••'
\ Captain James Oughton.

Romney .... ,, John Lawrord.

Frijates, Melpomene, Latona, Shannon, Juno, and Lutine.

On the 15th, at in a.m.
,
Admiral Lord Duncan, in the 74-gun

ship Kent, Captain William Hope, joined and took the command
of Vice-admiral Mitchell's squadron. At noon a gale from the

a to blow, and continued, with slight intermis-

sion, until the morning of the 20th
;
at which time the fleet,

: sting of 200 sail of square-rigged vessels with troops on

board, 11 luggers and cutters, and 50 flat-bottomed boats, lay
about 16 Leagues from the Texel. A calm succeeded the gale,
and delayed the progress of the expedition until the next day,

. when the outer ships of the Dutch in the Texel were
to be ! further in. On that evening the whole

British fleet anchored, within two miles of the shore, off a spot
called Kirkdown On the 22nd, at 8 a.m., which was as soon

as the tide served, .the transports weighed, for the purpose of

re-anchoring within half a mile of the shore; and shortly after-

wards the Cobourg cutter, having on board Captain Robert

Winthorp of the Circe frigate, and Colonel Frederick Maitland,

departed from Lord Duncan's ship, with a flag of truce, to the

Dutch Admiral Story.

While the transports wire anchoring, and the gun-boats and
smaller \ getting ready to receive the troops, and just as

the ships of war had made sail to stand into the Texel, the

wind, from a fine easterly breeze, shifted to the south-west,
with every app arance of a gale. Such of the transports as had
anchored quickly weighed again, and the whole stood off from
the land. By n<>"n it began to blow very hard, and continu. d

to do so during the remainder of that, and the whole of the two

following days and nights ; but, on the morning of the 25th, the

weather i up, and the wind again blew a fine br< i ze from

the north-v.

The British officers, who had been sent in with the flag ot

truce, took with them, fir.-t. an invitation from Admiral Duncan
to Admiral Story to deliver up his ships for the use of thr

Prince of ' (range ; next, a proclamation by Sir Ralph Aber.

cromby, addressed in a similar strain to the Dutch troops ;
and
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lastly, a proclamation signed by the Prince of Orange himself.

and addressed to Dutchmen in general. To the first, Admira*

Story replied, under date of the 22nd of August, that he should

be unworthy of Lord Duncan, and forfeit the < steem of every
honest man, were be to accept the proposal made to him; that

he knew bis duty to bis flag and his country ;
and that, wero

Admiral Duncan's force double what it was, he should still

retain the same sentiments. The Dutch admiral concluded

with an assurance that he should certainly defend his ships
when attacked, but that he would immediately forward the

summons to his government. He did so
;
and at five o'clock on

the morning of the 23rd, the executivo directory formally ex-

pressed their approval of Admiral Story's reply. To the two

proclamations no reply was returned.

Force being now the only alternative, the British fleet, on

the morning of the 26th, again bore up; and by 3 p.m. tho

transports, with the bomb-vessels, sloops, and gun-vessels, to

cover the troops, had taken their appointed stations. Owing to

the lateness of the day, the disembarkation was obliged to be

delayed until 3 a.m. on the 27th
;
when a landing was effected

with no loss (except what arose from some boats oversetting in

the surf), under a smart cannonade from the covering vessels.

Tins, as we sec, occurred on the 27th; and yet Admiral Duncan's

summons, dated on the 20th, a week previous, began, "More
than 20,000 men being at this moment disembarked at the

Eelder, Sec." Such an oversight was well calculated to throw

ridicule upon the proposals sent in.

No sooner had the first division of troops begun to move
forward than they were attacked by a Gallo-Batavian force

under General Daendels. The engagement lasted from 5 a.m.

until evening, when the latter retired to Keeteji, a position two

leagues in the rear. The British army lost on this occasion

one lieutenant-colonel, one subaltern, three sergeants, 51 rank

and iili killed; one colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, one major,
nine captains. bLs subalterns, IS sergeants, one drummer,
331 rank and file wounded; and 2(1 rank and file missing. The
Gallo-Batavian a rmy lost 1400 men killed, wounded, andmissii

including 57 officers.

Having thus gained possession of the whole neck of land be-

tween Kirkdown and the road leading to Alkmaar, the British

prepared to attack the I [elder point, which contained a garrison
of 2000 men. Jn the night, however, the garrison, first spiking
the guns and destroying some of the carriages, evacuated the
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Holder, and retired across the marshes to the Medemblick. On
the 28th, at daylight, the important post of the Helder, in which

a numerous train of artillery, both heavy and field, was
taken quiet possession of by a detachment of British troops,
under Major-general Moore; as -were at the same time, by
Captain YVinthrop, of the Circe, the following 13 Dutch ships ot

war. at anchor in the Nieneve Diep :

—
Gun-s
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tains returned to Vice-admiral Mitchell, with a verbal messago
agreeing to surrender. Possession was immediately taken of

the Dutch squadron already named
; and, for the purpose of

maintaining order among the different crews, a British officer

was sent on board of each ship.

It remains to explain why those who, not many months before,
had fought so valiantly off Camperdown, now surrendered, with-

out a blow, at their moorings in the Texel. The fact is, the

sailors had become politicians ; and, differing in opinion from
their officers, had adopted a course which, if not the most

honourable, was, under present circumstances, undoubtedly the

most safe. They mutinied, and refused to fight; and, as if

fearful that the guns would go off by themselves, they, in many
instances, drew the charges, and threw the shot overboard.

Under such, we must add, discreditable circumstances, Admiral

Story and his officers had no alternative but to surrender
; and

surely no one will think that, in so doing, they compromised, in

tlir slightest degree, their professional character.

The British navy, on this occasion, had no opportunity of dis-

playing its wonted prowess ; but, nevertheless, gnat praise was
due to Yice-admiral Mitchell for the whole of his arrangements,
ami to his officers and crews in general, for their skill in work-

ing the ships through channels so narrow, intricate, and shallow,
as those through which they were obliged to pass. The loss of

16 two-deckers (one 74, six 64s, two 50s, and six 44s), five fri-

gates, three corvettes, and one brig, out of a total of about 55

Is, was a serious blow to the Dutch navy ;
and yet half a

dozen first-class French frigates would have been a greater

acquisition to the British navy than the whole 25 vessels which

had thus surrendered. The Dutch squadron had, it is true, been

jsion of in the name of the stadtholder, but the

British government afterwards purchased such of the ships as

appeared likely to be useful. Of the 17 ships and one brig so

purchased, eighl nev< r went to sea as British cruisers; and the

Washington 74, afterwards named Princess of Orange, measured

only 1 56.") tons, which was smaller, by 37 tons, than any British

74 then in a serviceable state.

Although our business is not with military details, we will

endeavour to present a summary of what occurred on shore.

While the Dutch squadron was changing masters, the army
under General Abercromby, now amounting to between 16,000

and 17,000 men, had advanced and taken post behind the Zype,
a low and intersected piece of ground about eight miles in extent,
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that lies at the entrance of the peninsula, and has near it a dyko,

behind which the troops intrenched themselves, defending their

position by a numerous artillery. The advanced posts of their

right extended from Pelten to Eenigenburg ;
those of the centre,

a little behind and parallel to the Great Dyke, were at St. Mar-

tin's, Volkoog, and Schagen ; those of their left at Ilavinghuysen
and Zydawind. In this position the Gollo-Batavian army, com-

posed of, at the hast, 25,000 men,
1 and commanded by General

Brune, having under him the Generals Vandamme, Dumonceau,
and Daendels, on the 10th of September, at daybreak, attacked

the British army, and after a most severe conflict, was repulsed
and driven back to its former position in the neighbourhood of

Alkmaar, with the loss, as represented, of nearly 1000 men, in

killed, wounded, and prisoners. The loss of the British on the

same occasion was, 37 rank and file killed
; one major-general,

one lieutenant-colonel, one major, four captains, five subalterns,

two sergeants, 135 rank and file wounded
;
one sergeant, 18 rank

and file missing. The French attributed their overthrow, in

part. 10 a defection among their allies the Batavians.

( 'n the 13th of September the Duke of York landed at the

Holder from on board the Amethyst frigate; and at the same
time was disembarked the stipulated body of Russian troops,
under General Hermann; making the combined British and

Russian army amount to about 35,000 men. On the 10th, at

daybreak, a part of the latter, amounting to about 20,000 men.
attacked the whole line of the French and Batavians; bxit,

towards the close of the day, were compelled to fall back to

their intrenchments at the Zype, with the loss to the British

army, of one lieutenant-colonel, two captains, two subalterns,
one staff, two sergeants, 121 rank and file, killed; seven lieute-

nant-colonels, six majors, 15 captains, 15 subalterns, 20 ser-

ts, two drummers, 301 rank and file wounded; and 22 ser-

geants, five drummers, 179 rank and file missing; and to the

Russians, of about 1500 killed, wounded, and prisoners, in-

cluding, among the latter, General Hermann himself. General

Brune, in his official letter, states his force to have been 20,000

men, and his loss only 50 killed, and 300 wounded. He de-

clan >, also, that he made 2000 men prisoners, and took 25 pieces
of cannon. On the other hand, the British account states, that

60 officers and upwards of 3000 French and Batavians fell into

the hands of the allies, and that 16 pieces of their cannon were

destroyed. Three gun-boats, each armed with a 12-pounder
1 Dictionnaire Historique, tome i., p. 64.
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carronade, and placed under the orders of Captains Sir Home
Fopham and William Godfrey, of the navy, had acted with con-

siderable effect on the Alkmaar canal, but not without sustaining
a loss of four seamen killed, one lieutenant and seven seamen
wounded.
On the 2nd of October, at 6 a. jr., the Duke of York made a

general attack upon the Gallo-Batavian line. The conflict was

long and bloody, continuing till six in the evening, when General

Brune was compelled to retire, having the British and Russians

masters of the field of battle. This was accomplished after a

loss, to the British army, of one major, five captains, five subal-

terns, 11 sergeants, 215 rank and file, 44 horses, killed; two

colonels, two lieutenant-colonels, three majors, 22 captains, 39

subalterns, one staff, 46 sergeants, seven drummers, 980 rank

and file, 78 horses, wounded; one captain, four subalterns, seven

sergeants, three drummers, 178 rank and file, three horses, miss-

ing; and to the Russians, of about 170 killed or taken prisoners,

and 423 wounded.
< in the <;th, in another general battle, the French and Bata-

vians, having been considerably reinforced, defeated the British

and -Russians, with a loss, to the British, of two lieutenant-colo-

nels, two subalterns, three sergeants, one drummer, 85 rank and

file, nine horses, killed : one colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, three

majors, seven captains, 23 subalterns, one staff, 23 sergeants, 673

rank and file, 13 horses, wounded; two lieutenant-colonels, one

major, five captains, 11 subalterns, 13 sergeants, two drummers,
rank and file, missing; and to the Russians, of 382 killed or

taken prisoners, and 735 wounded. Soon after this, a council

of war decided that the allied British and Russian army should

r< tire to the Zype. It did so, and the Duke of York took up
his quarters at Schagenburg; where he entered into a negotia-

tion with General Brune, for a suspension of arms, and the

unni"l st< 1 evacuation of Holland by the combined British and

Russian forces. The retri at of the latter, in consequence of the

convention, was followed by the evacuation of the Zuyder Zee

and adjacent parts, on the part of Vice-admiral Mitchell
; who,

having shifted his flag from the Isis to the 20-gun ship Batwt.

had, with that ship and a flotilla of six smaller vessels, pro-

ceeded over the Enkhausen flat to the road of that name. The

appearance of the British floi ilia in the Zuyder Zee changed the

politics, for a while, of several of the bordering towns and vil-

lages. p]vcn Amsterdam had begun making defensive prepara-
tions. The batteries of Dugerdam and Deimerdam had been
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flengthened ; ani soon after Vice-admiral Mitchell got into the

Zuyder Zee, 60 French gun-vessels arrived at Amsterdam, by
the canal, from Dunkirk.

Thus terminated the expedition to Holland
;
an expedition in

which the British, exclusively, lost three ships of war by being
wrecked on the coast, and Nassau, a reduced or flute 64, and the

Blanche and Lutine frigates. The most serious part of the loss

was that a full fourth of the crew of the first-named, and the

whole of the crew except two of the last-named, ship perished.
The Lutine had on board specie to the amount of 140,000/., which
she had shipped at Yarmouth, and was carrying to the Texel, to

be applied in paying the troops. That went also; and the loss

of it was no Blight augmentation to the disasters of the expedi-
tion. In the different actions on shore, as enumerated in tue

official accounts, the British alone lost about 556 men killed, 2791

wounded, and 1455 missing. Their gain in ships of war we have

already shown to have been much overrated. YVhatever else the

British gained was, certainly, not that of which they had any
reason to boast. However, as no blame was imputed to them
the thanks of parliament were unanimously voted to Lieutenant-

general Sir Ralph Abercromby and Yice-admiral Mitchell, as

wi 11 as to the officers ana men under their respective commands.

Shortly afterwards the vice-admiral received an additional honour
in the order of the Bath.

Among the operations on shore in this quarter, the defence of

Lemmertown, AVest Friesland, which had been intrusted to a

detachment of seamen and marines, 157 in number, under the

command of Captain James Boorder, of the 16-gun brig-sloop

Espiegle, must not i 1 over. On the 11th of October, at

5 a.m.. an advanced party of French and Batavians, consisting

of one officer, one at, one corporal, and 28 privates,

attempted to storm the north battery. The British soon got
their opponents between two fires

;
and the seamen, armed with

their
i
likes, so effectually surrounded them, that they instantly

laid down their arms, with the loss of two privates killed.

Scarcely had the British secured their prisoners, when the

enemy's main body, 670 in number, attacked them; but, after

a sharp contest of four hours and a half, in which the French

and Batavians sustained a loss of five men killed and nine

wounded, the latter gave way in every direction. The marines

went in pursuit, and certainly, if the allied forces had not

broken down a bridge in their retreat, would have taken their

stand of colours and two field-pieces. While the fugitives were
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in the act of destroying the bridge, the fire from the marines is

represented to have killed 18, and wounded 20 of their number ;

making their total loss on this occasion, 25 men killed and 29

wounded, while the British had not a man hurt.

Light Squadrons and Single Ship*.

On the 4th of January, the British bark-rigged sloop Wolve-

rine, of 12 guns and 70 men, Captain Lewis Mortlock, being
on a cruise off Boulogne, in very foggy weather, discovered two

large French luggers close to her windward. These luggers
were privateers ; one, the Rusd, of eight 4-pounders and about

70 men, commanded by Citizen Pierre Audibert, the other, the

Furet, of fourteen 4-pounders and about 80 men, commanded

by Citizen Denis Fourmentin. Captain Mortlock, judging that,

if the privateersmen suspected the Wolverine to be a ship of

war, they would make off, approached them under Danish

colours. On being hailed by the Furet, Captain Mortlock re-

plied, that he was from Plymouth bound to Copenhagen. This

lugger was now close upon the starboard quarter of the Wolve-

rine, with her bowsprit between the latter's mizen-chains and

side. The Wolverine instantly hoisted English colours, and

opened a fire of great guns and musketry, Captain Mortlock,
with his own hands, lashing the Furet's bowsprit to one of the

iron stanchions of the Wolverine's mizen-chains.

Boarding was now the only resource left to the Furet ; and
her people made a vigorous assault on the British vessel, but

were driven back with loss. In the mean time the Ruse had
shot ahead, and run foul of the Wolverine on the larboard bow.

Here, also, a desperate attempt was made to board; and, at

one time, it required almost every man in the Wolverine to

repulse the Ruse's crew. Three of the boldest of the Furet's

men, taking advantage of the exposed state in which the scuffle

on the Wolverine's forecastle had left the afterpart of the vessel,

sprang on the roundhouse ; and one man gave three cheers, as

if to encourage those in the lugger to come on board to his

support. Captain Mortlock instantly ran from forward, to dis-

pute with this daring Frenchman the possession of his
|

The latter, as the former approached, presented a pistol to his

face. It missed fire
; and, as the Frenchman was again cocking

it, Captain Mortlock plunged a half-pike into his body, and the

man fell overboard.

The French on board the Furet now threw into the Wol-
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serine's cabin-windows some leather bags filled with combus-
tibles. These immediately set the vessel on fire, and a blaze

burst forth directly over the magazine. While the Wolverine's

people Mere occupied in extinguishing the flames, the two
rs took the opportunity to effect their escape. As one of

them (the Furet, it is believed) was retiring, she fired a shot

which mortally wounded Captain 31ortlock, who had previously,

although he had kept on deck, been wounded in the hand, in

the breast, and in the loins. < .iving the necessary orders to his

lieutenant, this brave yiiiuig officer went below, saying, "Luff,

luff, keep close to them." He soon afterwards fainted from

loss of blood. The Wolverine, finding she had no chance with

the luggers in sailing, on a wind especially, bore up for Ports-

mouth.

The Wolverine had two men killed, and eight, including her

gallant commander, wounded. Captain Mortlock died at Torts-

mouth on the LOth of the month. The loss of the privateers, as

acknowledged by themselves, was rather severe. The Furet

had five men killed, her captain and five nun mortally, and
: men badly wounded: the huso had her first and second

enants, another officer, and two seamen killed, and five

mortally, and several badly wounded.

In this affair, which was almost entirely a hand-to-hand

Btruggle, 70 British were opposed to at least 150 Frenchmen;
and yet the latter were compelled to retire without effecting

their object. Had the two luggers kept off at long-shot, the

Wolverine, from the nature of ber armament, must have cut

them to pieces. She was originally the merchant-vessel baffler,

of London, measuru and was purchased, in order to

be fitted with guns upon Captain Schank's principle. Accord-

ingly, on tie i'February, 1798, the Wolverine, as she had
then been named, was established with two long L8-ponnders
and six 24-pounder carronadi s on her main deck, four 12-pounder
carronades on her quart . and one of the same caliber on

the forecastle, total 13 _ n-. In order that the eight main-

deck guns might be fought on one side, eight ports, exclusive

of the bow-port, were cut, and grooves were made in the deck

running across from side to side. To these grooves the trucks

of the gun-carriages were attached by a pivot fore-locked, in

order to shift the guns from one side to another as occasion re-

quired. Thus armed, the Wolverine was a much more formi-

dable vessel than her appearance indicated.

Cm the 26th of January, at noon, the British 28-gan frigate

VOL. II. 2 A
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Proserpine. Captain James "Wallis, having- on board the Hon.

Thomas Grenville and suite on a mission to Berlin, sailed

from Yarmouth road, bound to Cuxhaven. Early on the morn-

ing of the 30th the frigate arrived off Heligoland, and took oh

board a pilot for the Elbe. Having a fair wind at north-north-

east and a fine clear day, the 1'roserpine, by evening, reacln d

and anchored at the Eed bnoy. Here it was found that the

other buoys had been removed; but the three pilots on board,

including two that belonged to the ship, concurred in stating

the practicability of ascending the river to Cuxhaven without

the buoys, provided Captain Wallis would proceed between halt-

ebb and half-flood, as they should then see the sands, the marks
of which were perfectly well known to them.

Accordingly, on the morning of the 31st, the Proserpine

weighed, and stood up the river, with the same favourable

wind and weather as on the preceding day ; having ahead of

her the Prince of Wales packet, which had kept company from

Yarmouth. At about 4 P.M., when within four miles of Cux-

haven, it began to snow, and soon came on so thick that tlie

Proserpine was compelled to anchor. At this time very little

ice was seen in the river: but at 9 p.m. the wind shitted to eas1

OUth, and blew a most dreadful snow-storm; causing such

heavy masses of ice to press on the frigate, that it was only by
having all hands on deck, and using every precaution to save

the cables from being cut, that she preserved her station till

morning.
On the 1st of February, at 8 a.m., the flood-tide having

carried luck the ice. left an opening below; while the river

above was completely blocked up. No possibility now existing
of proceeding higher up. the Proserpine weighed and stood out.

adeavour to make a landing on some part of the coast of

Jutland, Mr. Grenville urging to Captain Wallis the nece-

of his being put on shore as early as possible. Scarcely had

the pilots declare, 1 that the Proserpine was (dear of all the

sands, when, at about 9h. 30m. P.M., the ship struck on nearly
the extremity of the Scaron, or the sand that stretches out

from Newark island. As it blew a very heavy gale of wind,

the Proserpine, although with ?m other sail set than the fore-

topmast staysail, had struck with great force. On sounding,
no more than 10 feet of wan r was found under the forepart of

her keel.

Immediately the boats were trot ready to carry out an anchor:

but, it being high watci, t lie ice pressed so upon the ship as to
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render the attempt impracticable, and the boats were hoisted

in again. All hands were now employed in shoring the ship,
in order that she might heel towards the hank. The first run

of the tide, however, brought down such heavy masses of ice,

that the shores were carried away, the copper torn off from the

Btarhoard side of tin' ship, and the rudder cut in two, the lower

part lying on the ice under the counter. Hopes were still en-

tertained of getting the ship off at the next high water
; and, in

order to lighten her for that purpose, her guns and stores were
thrown overboard, all of which were borne up by the i

At 10 p.m., which was the time for high water, the south-east

gale had so kept back the tide, that there was less water by
three feet than when the ship had struck. All hopes of saving
tli.' Proserpine were thus at an end: and, on the return of the

ebb-tide, the ship was expected every moment to be torn to

pieces by the ice. This sad expectation, the darkness of the

night, th ae coldness of the weather, and the heavy snow-
storm that r ndered the situation of the people on board
the : nly deplorable. On the next morning, the 2nd, the

d, and the ice rose to the cabin-windows; the stern-

post also broke in two, and the ship received other important

damage. It was then proposed, that the officers and crew
should attempt to reach the shore over the ice. This, consider-

ing the severity and thickness of the weather, the ignorance
of the way. and the numberless dangers attendant on such a

journey, struck everyone as hazardous in the extreme. But,
to stay any longer on board was oseless, and might be attended
with the most dreadful consequenc

Accordingly, at 1 h. 30m. p.m., the ship's company, in sub-

divisions, attended by their respective officers, commenced their

march on tie id, at 3 p.m.. Captain Wallis, and Lieutenant

Ridley of the marines, the two last persons on board, quitted
the i :ie. After a journey of six miles, in the severest of

her. over high Hakes of ice, and sometimes up to their

middl (8 in snow and water, the ship's company, whose subordi-

nation ami p' rseverance were highly praiseworthy, reached the

island of Newark; but not without the melancholy loss of.-'

seamen, one boy, four marines, ami one woman and her child.

frozen to death. Others had had their legs and fingers frozen,

but were fortunat.- enough not to lose the use of them. The
whole number of males mustered on landing were ! 73.

7'he storm lasted, without intermission, until the night of the

oth. On the following morning, the 6th, owin? to the scarcity
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of provisions, half the officers and ship's company, accompanied

by Mr. Grenville and his suite, proceeded to Cuxhaven; travel-

ling, as before, over the ice, and encountering a similar succes-

sion of difficulties. At length, however, the party arrived in

safety. The captain, with the remainder of his officers and men,

remained at Newark, in hopes to be able to save some of the

stores from the ship. On the 8th, the master, Mr. Anthony,

volunteered, with a party of Beamen, to go on board for that

purpose. He did so, and found the frigate lying on her beam-

ends, with seven and a half feet of water in her hold; having

her quarter-deck separated from the gangway sis feet, and to

all appearance, only kept from entirely parting by the ice that

surrounded her. From this account, it was agreed not to visit

her again; but. on the 10th, the clearness of the day induced

Mr. Anthony, taking with him the surgeon, one midshipman,

the boatswain, and two seamen, to go off a second time. These

bold adventurers got safe on board, but neglected to return

when the tide suited. At about 10 p.m., a violent storm came

on from the south-south-east; and the tide rose, in consequence,

to an uncommon height. This, as it raised the ice that stuck to

the ship, floated her and that together; and the wreck, after

beating about for some time, was at length cast on shore at the

and of Baltrum. From this spot Mr. Anthony and his little

party providentially escaped, and soon afterwards joined their

friends at Cuxhaven ;
whither the whole of the officers and crew

left at Newark, excepl the captain, had since arrived.

Ill-health, occasioned chiefly by anxiety of mind at the sup-

posed loss of the master and the five persons with him, detained

iptainWallisal Newark island till towards the end ofFebruary.

.: the 26th of March, the captain, his officers, and ship's com-

pany, having arrived heme, wen- tried for the loss of their ship.

It need hardly he stated, that they all received an honourable

quittal: in addition to which the highest encomiums wero

passed upon the late Proserpine's seamen for their unparalleled

g i conducl throughout the whole of the melancholy and try-

ing occasion. To mark their Bense of the hospitable treatment

which they had exp< rienced from Lorenti Witike, of the island

of Newark, the officers and men presented him with a piece of

plate in the shape of a coffee-urn, bearing a suitable inscription.

Of Bear-admiral Sercey's Indian squadron of Beven frigates,

wc have already shown that three had quitted 1dm lor Europe;

nd we rather think a fourth, the Cybfcle, got hack to Lorient.

This frigate had arrived at the Isle of Fiance a year or two be-
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the war commenced, and therefore could not, towards the
close of the year IT'.'T. when her name last occurs, have been in

state. Without reckoning the Cybele, the French

frigates which, at the commencement of the present year, were
still cruising in the Indian Beas, were the Forte, Preneuse, and
Frndente. In what manner the last of these was stopped in her

-'.all now proceed to relate.

On the 9th of February, soon alter daybreak, in latitude

31° 30' south, and longitude 33° 20' east, the British 12-pounder
32-gun friga Jus, Captain Henry Lidgbird Ball, steering
to the Bouthward and westward, with the wind right aft, or

north-east, discovered two sail on her starboard bow. These
were the French 36-gun frigate Prudente, Captain Emanuel-

Hippolite I. Joliff, and an American ship from China, her

prize ; and on board of which, it would appear, the frigate had

placed, with a crew of 17 officers and men, all her quarter-deck
md< re but two; thus 1 aving herself with 26 long 12 and

two long t; pom and two brass 36-pounder carronades.
total .".'i guns. The force of the Daedalus consisted of 32 long
12 and 6 pounders, and six _'4-pounder carronad< s.

At 7 a.m., the Daedalus hauled to the northward in chase;
and the two strangers now seen to be ships, separated, the
smaller one standing to the southward, aud the larger, which
was distant from the Daedalus about six miles, bearing away
north-west The Daedalus immediately bore up after the large
ship; which, at about 10 a.m., put right before the wind, and
was followed by the Ihedalus under all sail. At 3 p.m., the

Prudente hoisted her colours, and opened a fire from her stern-

chasers. At 10 mini noon the Prudente shortened sail,

hauled to the wind on the larboard tack, and fired a broadside
at the Daedalus

; who, by this time, had shortened sail to her

topsails. At 25 minutes past noon the British frigate bore up
across the Btern of the French frigate, within half pistol-shot,

and, after pouring in a raking broadside, luffed up under her
lee. The two ships, thus >ide by side, commenced an animated

interchange of broadsides; and, in a quarter of an hour, the
mizenmast of the Prudente fell over her quarter. The latter,

nevertheless, continued the cannonade until 1 h. 21m. p.m.:

when, being much cut in ma<ts. rigging, and sails, and con-

siderably shattered in hull, the Prudente struck her colon:

The damages done to the Daedalus were of comparativi sly

trifling amount. Her main stay was cut through, and her run-

ning rigging and many of her lower shrouds injured ;
but her
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n ARGO AND BANTA-TEEU

-
! contains among the lieutenants the name of Nicholas

Tuck
On the 6th of February, at 4 p.m., while the British 44-gun

ship Argo, Captain James Bowen, accompanied by the 74-gun

ship Leviathan, Captain .John Buchanan, was drawing round

tlie east end of Majorca, under storm staysails, with a violent

Spanish frigates were discovered at anchor,

a fortified tower on the south point of the Bahia de Acude.

The latter, which were the 34-gun frigates Santa-Teresa and

Proserpine, immediately cut their cables and made sail to the

north-north-east. The two British ships, as quickly as possible,

were under all the canvas they could bear; under more, indeed.

than the Leviathan could, for she presently split her maintopsail

and dropped asb rn.

This accident to tl. 8t of their pursuers the two Spanish

I shortly after the close of the day, having pre-

ily Bpoken each other, touk advantage of, by separating.

ded sharp up to the northward, and the

tting her topgallantsails, kept right before the

wind. '1 (ting the point of sailing in which sli.

lied, followed the latter, and signalled her consort to alter

rt in pursuit of the former. Hut the Leviathan.

rpines change of course nor the Argo's

1. continued to follow the latter. At midnight, after having

filed her bow-guns for some time previous, the Argo got along-

of the S : who, notwithstanding that her small

bad all been cut by shot, or carried away in the chase, and

that tin- Leviathan was at no great distance from her, persevered

in herei off, not surrendering until she had re-

d. without returning it. the Argo's whole broadside: which

wounded two of her men, and did much damage to her rigging.

The Santa- : I •"! long Spanish L2and6 pounder-.

and, pounder carrot .ades, total -iii g

imanded by Captain

don Pablo Perez, with a crew of _ ten and marini -

• soldier-, and was stored and victualled for four months.

Being a fine Bhip
• us. and just out of dock, the Santa-

.n acquisition to th-' class of British 12-pounder

-_un frigates. Her consort, the Proserpine, of the same force

but rather smaller,
•

ipe.

In the course of the month of May the Argo was detached by

Karl St. Vincent to Algiers, to negotiate with the dey for a

supply of fresh provisions for the British army and navy a:
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Minorca. Captain Bowes not only succeeded in his mission, but

prompted by his own feelings, exerted himself so strenuously

with the dey for the enlargement of six British prisoners, who
had been 14 years in slavery, that the despot ordered them to

be set free. The poor fellows, grateful and happy, embarked

on board the Argo, once more to enjoy the blessings of life and

liberty.

The rupture which, towards the end of the year 1798, occurred

between France and the United States of America, gave to Gr<

Britain a maritime ally, who. though not able to afford a very

powerful, nor willing perhaps to bestow a very cordial co-opera-

tion, might yet be of some service in desultory warfare
; par-

ticularly among the Antilles, and along the western shores of

the Atlantic, where the number and audacity of the French

cruisers oftentimes did serious mischief to British commerce.

Previously to our entering upon the details of the first action

that was fought between the French and the Americans, we

may be allowed to present a slight sketch of the formation and

growth of the United States navy.

At the commencement of the disturbances between Great.

Britain and her American colonies, the latter formed themselves

into a confederated body-politic. A congress, representative of

this confederacy, and of the states, was organized. Its members

were elected by the state-legislatures ;
and it was invested with

the powers of national defence, the superintendence of the wel-

fare of the confederacy, and the accomplishment of the great

object of the union, redress of grievances. Both legislative and

executive functions were united in this body. The greater part

of the year ITT.p. that in which the revolutionary war com-

menced, was occupied in the more immediate business of organ-

izing an army, to resist the aggressions of one already in the

country. It was n t, tliei (fore, until the 5th of October in the

same year, that the attention of congress was directed to any
kind of operations on the ocean; and then only because infor-

mation had been received that two English unarmed merchant -

brigs, laden with arms, powder, and other warlike stores, had

on the 11th of the preceding August (piitted England for Quebec,

without convoy.
A committee of three members of congress was appointed to

prepare a plan for intercepting these vessels
; and, upon the re

port of the committee, the congress directed (ieneral Washington

to apply to the council of Ma sachusetts-bay, for their two armed

vessels, and then to despatch the same, properly armed, stored.
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and appointed, with instructions to intercept and capture the

two brigs in qu< stion, or any other transports laden with warlike

stores, lor the use of the ministerial army or navy in America.
• in the 13th of October twu small vessels, one of 10, the other

of 14 carriage-guns; and on the 30th, a ship to mount 20, and
another to mount as many as 36 carriage-guns were ordered to

be got ready and equipped as cruisers. On the 2nd of November
tlie committee, to which four members had been added, -were

authorized to draw upon the continental treasury for funds, and
to engage officers and seamen to serve on board the four vessels

that had Kt n ordered to be fitted out. By way of encourage-
ment to the latter, they were to have half in value of all prizes,

being .-hips of war. and a third of such as were transports. On
the 2nd of November two battalions of marines were ordered to

!. On the 11th of December congress ordered to be
built 13 ships; five of 32, rive of 28, and three of 24 guns: all

the stores of which, except canvas and powder, could, it was

declared, be furnished in the colonies.

< d the 14th of June, 1777, congress decreed, that the flag of

the United States Bhould be L3 stripes, alternate red and white .

and that the union should be 13 stars, white in a blue field, re-

: new constellation. On the 2bth of October, 177'j,

iblished a board of admiralty, to consist of five com-
missioners

;
of whom three were to form a board for despatch

of business, and were each to have a salary of 14,000 dollars per
annum: the secretary's salary was to be 10,000. On the Ll'th

of August, 1781, both this board and the naval committee were

abolished, and an agent of marine, at a salary of 1500 dollars,

with a clerk at 5<
'

dollars, was appointed in lieu of them.
It appears that the Americans, at a very early day, meditated

the construction of 74-gun ships. According to a document in

the journals of congress, they, in May, 177b, had one upon the

stocks at Portsmouth, in New Hampshire. The plan, on being
submitted to a M. Landais, a PT< nch naval officer of great ex-

perience in the construction of ships, was found fault with
; and,

at hi- ii. congress, on the 29th of that month, ordered

the ship to be converted into a flush two-decker, to carry twenty-

eight 24-pounders on the lower, and twenty-eight Impounders
on the second deck. This order appears afterwards to have
been revoked : for. according to another entry, the agent of

marine was directed, on the 3rd of September, 1782, to present
that 74-gun ship, then launched and named the America, to the

Chevalier de la Luzerne, for the service of his most christian
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majesty, in lieu of the Magnifique, of similar force, which had

recently been lost on the American coast.

The published accounts arc not explicit in reference to the

identity of these ships. It is simply from not finding a 56-gun
ship in any American navy-list of the time, nor that any second
7 I was ordered to be built, and that it is concluded there was
but one. At the reduction of Charlestown, in April, 1780, an

American ship named the Bricole, alleged to have been pierced
for 60 guns (as, with tour bridle-ports, a ship of 56 guns would
have been), and to have mounted 44, consisting of 24 and 18

pounders, was certainly destroyed, among many other ships, by
the British forces. But, turning to a French navy-list of L778,
we find the Bricole flute, of 24 guns, which may have been a

reduced 60-gun ship. The non-appearance of that ship's name
in a French list of January, 1783, added to the certainty that

several French ships-of-war had been purchased by the Ameri-

cans, and were actually among those destroyed at Charlestown,

strengthens the supposition, that the 74 on the .-locks at Ports-

mouth, New Hampshire, hi May, 1778, and that presented to

the King of France in September. 1782, were one and the same
el. The peace that took place, about five months after this

ut had been made by America to Fiance, readily enabled

the new ship to cross the Atlantic to a French port ; but, owing
to her comparatively small size and b'ght armament, and perhaps
in part to the perishable materials of her frame, the America.

does not appear to nave lived long enough to be of service in the

war by which thai peace was succeeded.

The low ebb of the treasury and the tranquil state of the re-

public Occasioned the navy to dwindle, until the conduct of the

Algerines in L794 stimulated congress, on the 27th of March in

thai year, to order the construction and equipment of four ships
of 44, and two of 36 guns, to be ready to protect American
commerce in the Mediterranean.

We have reason to think that the armament originally intended

/or each of tin Be class* .- was as follows :
—

Main deck ....
Quarter-deck and forecastle

Carronadocs

The 44.

No. Pdrs.

long 24

14 „ 18

44
12

6G

The
No. Pdrs.

28 long 18

8 „ 12

36
12

48
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Subsequently the carronades (42 and 32 pounders) -were in-

creased, and the long guns in battery with them reduced in

number to the same extent, but changed to a higher caliber.

Into this, however, we shall hereafter have occasion more fully
to enter.

I >n the 30th of April, 1798, an act of congress passed, autho-

rizing the establishment of a navy-department, the chief officer

of which was to be styled, "Secretary of the navy." He wasto
execute all orders that he might receive from the President of

the United States, relative to the construction, armament, equip-
ment, and employment of vessels of war, and other matters con-

d therewith; and was to have a competent number ol

clerks to assist him in performing the duties of his office.

Towards the middle of the year 1798, some interruption oc-
curred in the commercial relations of the United States and

France; and the former, conceiving themselves the a§

party, commenced hostilities against the ships and vessels of the
French repul lie. Ar this time the navy of the Tinted States,

by the spirited exertions of the general government, consisted,
besidi ral smaller vessels, of 15 frigates, lour of them the

ad heaviest that had ever been constructed. Six74-gun
ships were also ordered to be built; but, as the differences
between the two countries were soon adjusted, they were not
laid down. We shall now proceed to give an account, as

as our scanty man rials will enable us, of the first naval action

fought betwei a and the United Mates of Amen
On the 9th of F< bruary, at noon, the island of Nevis bearing

-sonth-v. tantfive leagues, the United States 36-gnn
te Constellation, Commodore Thomas Truxton, sailing with

the wind at north-* i overed a strange ship to the south-

ward, with, if the French accounts are correct, her maintopmast
gone. The <

Constellation, hoistingAmerican colours, bore down
;

and the stranger, which was the French 36-gun frigate Insur-

gents, Captain Michel-Pierre J'arreaut, hoisted her national

colours, and fired a gun to windward. At 3h. 15m. f.m., the

[nsurgente hailed the Constellation; for what purpose the

American accounts an- as silent as about the previous loss of

the French frigate's maintopmast ;
but if, as the French insist.

Captain Barreautwas ignorant of the war, it might be for an

explanation of the hostile manner in which the American fri..

was approaching. At all events, very soon after the hail, the

Constellation, ranging alongside the Insurgente, opened her

broadside, and a spirited action ensued, which lasted one Lour



364 LIGHT SQUADROXS AND SINGLE SHUN. [1790.

and 15 minutes; when the French ship, having, as already

stated, losl her maintopmast, and been in other respects greatly

damaged, struck her colours.

'1 he Constellation, out of a complement of about 440 men
and boys, had the good fortune, besides receiving little or no

injury in hull or spars, to escape with so slight a loss as one

man killed and two wounded ;
while the Insurgente, out of a

complement of 31" nun and boys, is represented to have lost 2i)

men killed and 44 wounded.
As this victory, like many we have recorded, was gained by a

"
36," over a "

40," or as most of the English journals had it,

"44-gun frigate," there was no end to the panegyrics upon the

American Commodore Truxton. Nor was it empty praise alone

that the commodore received
;
for in addition to the substantial

testimonials which his transatlantic friends showered upon him,
he was presented by the merchants of London with a handsome

piece of plate, expressly for having captured a French frigate of
'•

superior force."

Commodore Truxton carried his prize to the island of St.

Kitt's. The Insurgente cruised for a few years in the American

service, and was then intended to be restored to France; but

in the mean time she became lost at sea. Captain Barreaut,
towards the end of the present year, was triedby a court-martial

at Lorient for the loss of his ship, and, after an investigation
which lasted nine days, honourably acquitted, chiefly because of

the enormous disparity offeree between the two vessels.

I >f the relative force in the above ease it will be sufficient to

state that the Constellation at this time mounted, although she

afterwards exchanged them for eighteens, -8 long 24-pounders,
on the main deck, and L0 long L2-pounders, with ten 32-pounder
carronades, on the quarter-deck and forecastle; total 48 guns:
the French say 50. The Insurgente was armed, according to

the French accounts, with "trente-six canons," meaning with-

out her four carronades
j making her guns in all 40 ; as enume-

rated in Commodore Truxton's letter, and particularized at No. 7

of the little Table at p. 59 "f the first volume.

On the 22nd of February, at a quarter-past 12 at noon, the

town ofMarbella in Spain bearing north-north-west distant three

leagues, the British brig-sloop Espoir, of fourteen 6-pounders
and 80 men and boys. < aptain .lames Sanders, discovered in the

south-east and windward quarter two brigs and two Xebi C£

Both of the latter and one of the former appearing to ho

cruisers, the Espoir hoisted her colours
; whereupon one of tho
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brigs and one of the xebecs hoisted Spanish colours, and, with

the other xebec, formed in line ahead, to receive the Espoir.
The second brig was a Moorish vessel, which had been towed

by one of the others, and was now cast off. The Espoir imme-

diately hauled to the wind in chase, but was unable to weather
her two opponents ; with whom, however, the Espoir exchangi d
broadsides in passing, on opposite tacks. The Espoir then put
about, and soon brought to close action the leewardmost of the

Is, which was his catholic majesty's xebec Africa. Captain
Josef Subjado, mounting 14 long Spanish -1-pounders and four

- 4-pounder swivels, with a crew of 75 seamen and 38

soldiers. The firing continued with spirit for an hour and
a half; when, a favour;:' le 0] portunity presenting itself, the

Africa was boarded, and after a sharp struggle of 20 minutes

carried, by the British crew. The Afr: i consorts, in the

ad continued standing on towards the shore, which,
tioo ended, was only three miles distant

;
and they

•

J th( i;- -

.-cape.

Tli- on this occasion amounted to two seamen
killed, and two wounded. That of the America amounted to one
officer and n killed, her commander, two other

officers, an' men wounded.

The British 7 ip Majestic, Captain Eobert Cuthbert.
in Bight during the action, but. being between five and

six miles to leeward, had of course no share in it. Captain Sub-

jado, while he lay wounded in the Espoir's cabin, told Captain
Sanders, that he fully expected to have carried the Espoir into

Malaga. U] I the result of the action was highly
creditable to the officers and crew of the British b:

In the month of -him-. 1798, we bit bear-admiral Sercey at

Batavia, whither he had just arrived from the Isle of France in

the Brule-Gueule i Of the subsequent cruises and

perform;; is frigates, we have since giv< n some
account. '1 nowdemands our attention B

time in the I 1 of the year L798, this formidable French

trip
•

a uided by Captain Beaulieude-Long, sailed from

the Isle of France on a cruise in the bay of Bengal The depre-
dations committed by the Forte on eastern commerce -

attracted attention: and on the 19th of February, the British

38-gun I Sibylle, Captain Edward Cooke, sailed from
Ma iras road in quest of her. On the 23rd the Sibylle fell in

with a cartel, bound to Madras, having on board some English
1 See p. 2ii.
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prisoners taken out of one of the Forte's prizes, and on the 26th,

anchored in Balasore road. While lying here, Captain Cooke

spatched liis hoats for information to sonic country ships also

in the road, but -without success. The Sihylle then weighed,
and bent her course towards the Sand-heads off the river of

Bengal.

Although no information had been gained respecting the

present movements of the Forte, enough had been learned of her

formidable force to alarm a man of less intrepidity, or of less

al in the duties of his profession, than the captain of the

Sibylle. Winn the officer, in charge of the Forte's cartel fallen

in with on the 23rd, was brought on board the Sibylle, and
informed of the special object of her cruise, he at once candidly

pronounced her to be no match for the Forte; and, anticipating
the glory that, in the event of a contest, would accrue to his

countrymen, naturally expressed a wish that he had not quitted
his ship. A Captain Johnstone, also, whose ship, the Chance,
had been taken by the Forte, on coming on board and viewing
the force of the Sibylle, trembled for the consequences of a

meeting ; but, like a brave man, he volunteered to serve in the

Ion.

Let us then, before we proceed further in the account of what

ensued, see how this British and French frigate really stood in

point of relative force. The Sibylle had been a French 40-gun

frigate, until captured by the Romney 50, in June, 17'."!. <in

being fitted out in the British service, the Sibylle, a fine Toulon -

l.uilt f if 1091 tons, was armed with 44 long 18 and 9

pounders; but, subsequently, lOofher 16 nines were exchanged
for fourteen 32-pounder carronades. This gave her 28 long

pounders on the main deck, and six long nines and fourteen

32-pounder carronades on the quarter-dech and forecastle, total

48 guns: which was the precise force of the Sibylle on the

present occasion. Her net complement, as originally established,
was -'j7 men and boys; bu1 the ship, at this time, accidentally
had on board :i greater number, as we shall presently show.

Frigates, moulding 2 t-pounders On the main deck, have always
been rare. The British , ! i until the three I

Indefatigable ^nson, and Magnanime, were reduced; nor the

Fremh until the Pomone was launched. The capture of ihe

latter by the Briti birth to the Endymion; and, about

the time that the Endymion was launched, the Americans set

dlo.it three of the largesl ml heaviesl frigates thai the world

hud ever seen. The second 24-pounder frigate built by the
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French was. we believe, launched at Rochefort, in the sun,

nf 1795, and she was very appropriately named La Forte. The
I'omone was abont 1270 tuns, and mounted twenty-six 24-

pomnders on her main deck. The Forte measured 1400 tons,
and carried, for which she had ample room, one gun more of a

side on her main deck than the Pomone
; making, with 14 long

eights and four brass 36-pounder carronades onher quarter-deck
and forecastle, a total of 46 guns.

These, we have no doubt, were all the guns which, with a

complement of 480 or 500 men, the Forte originally carried.

But subsequently, when perhaps Rear-admiral Sercey hoisted
his flap on board of her in the beginning of the year 1796, four
additional bi ounder carronades w< re added to her arma-
ment : and. subsequently again, two long English 24-pounders,
taken ou1 probably, were placed in her two main-
deck bow-ports : thus making her guns amount to 52, exclusive

of eight 1-pounder swivels mounted along the top of her waist

hammock-nettings. After this, it is hoped, not profitless dig

sion, we return to the Sibylle, whom we left hastening towards
the Sand-heads, which lie off the mouth of Bengal river, in the

hope there to meet this same truly formidable French frigate.
< »n the 28th, at 8 h. 30 m. p.m.. the outer edge of the western

Bea-reef bearing by account about north-east, the wind a light
ee from the south-south-wi st, and the night dark, the Sibylle,

then standing to the Bouth-east, observed several flashes in the
north-west

;
which at first were supposed to be vivid lightning,

very common in this quarter. A repetition of the flashes, how-
ever, until a few minuti 9 p.m., when they ceased alto-

gether, i d that they proceeded from guns. At
9 r.M. the Sibylle, having extinguished all lights to prevent dis-

covery, tacked to the westward, and at 9 h. 30 m. r.M., saw
thre- in a cluster in the south-east quarter. These v

the Forte, and two rich prizes which she had just made, the
Endeavour and Lord Mornington country ships from China,
The flashes had

;
ed from the Forte's guns, and she

her prises had gained their present bearing by standing to the
•ward.

Rightly turing tl at one of these ships would prove to

be the object of his search. Captain Cooke continued to stand to

the westward, in order to get the weather-gage ;
and soon alb r-

wards the Sibyl! 1 about two miles to leeward of them.
At 10 p.m.. having brought the three ships sufficiently on her

quarter to enable her to weather them by going on the other
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tack, the Bibylle put about, and, taking in her topgallantsails
and courses, k< pt the centre ship, which, from her superior size

ami the lights in her Btern, marked her out as the Forte, on her

lee or larboard bow. The water was at this time quite smooth,
with a light and steady breeze still blowing from the south-

south-wi st, and the Sibylle, under the topsails, jib, and spanker,
was going about two knots an hour. At 11 h. 30 m. p.m. the

Sibylle saw that the three ships were lying to on the starboard

tack, or that on which she was standing.

midnight, when the Sibylle bad approached within a mile

of tlie Forte, the hitter's two rows of ports (having two guns of

in her gangways, a small blank space only was observable

in the centre of the upper row), lighted up as they were, gave
the ship a very formidable appearance. The Forte then filled,

hove in stays under the Sibylle's lee bow, and, as her larboard

puns began to bear, tired six or seven of them, the instant and

principal effect of which was to bringdown her opponent's jib.

The Forte, as she passed on, fired also her alter guns, and one of

prizes opened her lire; but still the Sibylle, as a proof of tin;

judgment of her commander and the steadiness of her crew,
I veil her fire for a shorter and more effective distance.

The patience of the latter, however, was put to no longer a

trial than until the forte passed abaft the beam of their ship;

when, at three-quarters pasl midnight, the Sibylle put her helm

up, and fired the whole of her larboard broadside into the Foi

stern, at leSS than pistol shot distance : so clOBO, indeed, that

the French ship's spanker-boom was scarcely cleared. Luffing

quickly up, the Sibylle was presently close alongside her an-

ird, and poured in a second broadside as well

dire. the previous raking one. The bearing up of the

Sibylle had been bo sudden and unexpected, thai several of the

Forte's larboard or weather guns went off after the former had
eii to leeward.

Thus this furious night-action commenced. For nearly the

firsl hour, during w hich the two ships lay broadside to broadside
at a distance that never i ! point-blank musket-range, and

sometimes much nearer, the Forte returned a spirited, but

far too elevated and consequently an almost harmless fire. At
J h. 30m. a.m., on the 1st of March, Captain Cooke was mortally
wounded by a grape-shot, and the command devolved upon
Lieutenant Lucius Efardyman. About ten minutes after Captain
Cooke had been carried below, Captain Davies id' the army, an
aide de-camp of Lord Mornington's and a volunteer on this ocea-
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sinii. while encouraging llie men at the quarter-deck guns, of

some of which he had charge, was killed by a cannon-shot that

nearly severed his body. At this time the fire from the Porte

began to slacken, and at 2 h. 30 m. a.m. entirely ceased.

On this the Sibylle discontinued her fire, and hailed to know
if her antagonist had struck. Receiving no reply, although the

ships were stall so close that the voices of the Forte's people
were distinctly heard, the Sibylle recommenced firing- wit h re-

newed vigour. Finding no return, the British frigate a second

time ceased, and a second time hailed, but again without effect.

At this moment, perceiving the Forte's rigging filled with men,
with her topgallantsails loose, as if with the intention of endea-

vouring I . the Sibylle recommenced her firing for the

third time, and Bet her own foresail and topgallantsails. In five

minutes after this the forte's mizenmasl came down, and in

another minute or two her fore and main masts and bowsprit.
The Sibylle ceased firing ;

her crew gave three cheers
; and thus,

at 2 h. 28 m. a.m., being about two hours and a half from its

commencement, the action ended.

The Siliylle immediately dropped her anchor in 17 fathoms,
and all hand repairing the rigging and bending new sails.

At about three r.M. one of tin English prisoners on board the

Forte, finding that the ship was drifting upon the Sibylle, hailed

the latter to request that a boat might be sent on board, as all

theirs had been 8ho1 to pieces. Although no donbt existed on

board the Siliylle. as to the name of the ship of which she had
made such a wreck, the question was put, and 'The French

frigate Forte." was the answer returned. "While possession is

taking of the prize, we will give; some account of the damage and
I 9£ of the ahip that had BO gallantly captured her.

The Sibylle had mosl of her standing, and all her running
ag and sails .-hot to pieces, allher masts and yards, particu-

larly the main and mizen masts, and the yards on them, badly
wounded

; but. with all tins the Sibylle had only received in the

hull and upperworks six shot: one of which, however, had dis-

mounted i gun, and another, a 24-pounder, having entered one
of the officer's cabins, had -hiveredto atoms a large trunk ami a

smaller one near it, carried away two legs of a sola, and
pi

out through the ship's side.

Before stating the Sibylle's loss of men. it will be necessary
for us to >how what number were on board at the commence-
ment of the action. Owing to sickness, the Sihylle's original

crew, according to a muster taken four days before the action,

von. ii. 2 c
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bad been reduced to 221 officers and seamen, 10 boys and nine

marines ; and many of these were scarcely well enough to go to

quarters. To make up the deficiency, the governor-general of

India sent on board the Sibylle a detachment of the Scotch bri-

gade ; and some officers and men belonging to the Fox, including
Lieutenant James Kingston Tuckey, also joined the Sibylle out

of a prize which they had brought to Madras
;
thus making the

supernumeraries amount to 131, and the total of men and boys
on board to 371. Of these the Sibylle had Captain Davies

(already described as one of the Earl of Mornington's aides-de-

camp), one seaman, one marine, and two soldiers killed, and

Captain Cooke (mortally), 15 seamen, and one soldier wounded ;

total, five killed, and 17 wounded.

When Lieutenant Nicholas Manger, third of the Sibylle, with

his boat's crew, went on board the Forte, the scene of wreck and

carnage that presented itself to their view was such, by all ac-

count, as no other persons than the actual spectators could form

an adequate idea. A summary on our part must suffice. The

bowsprit had gone close to the figure-head, the foremast one foot

above the forecastle, the mainmast 18 feet above the quarter-

deck, and the mizenmast 10 feet above the poop. As the masts

had fallen with all the sails set, it was remarked that the three

topsails were very slightly injured ;
the Sibylle's shot had taken

a lower and more fatal direction. All the boats, booms, the

wheel, capstan, binnacle, and other articles on deck were cut to

pieces. A most extraordinary circumstance, too, the forecastle

bell was pierced by a grape shot and yet not cracked
;

it is still,

we Ik Hove, to be seen at Fort William, Calcutta.

The Forte's upperworks were lined with cork to prevent splin-
ters

;
and for the same purpose, nettings were fixed fore and

alt, as well on the main deck as on the quarter-deck, forecastle

and gangways. Another stout netting was spread, like an awn-

ing, over the quarter-deck. This is common on board French

ships; and, being put up to prevent blocks and other heavy
articles falling from aloft on the heads of the officers, is appro-

priately named "la Bauve*t§te." The starboard, quarter-deck
and forecastle bulwarks were completely destroyed; and the

same side of the Forte, from the bends upwards, was nearly beat

in. Upwards of 300 round-shot were counted in her hull;

several of her guns were dismounted
; and, as already men-

tioned, her very cables in the tiers were rendered unserviceable.

The loss on board the Forte may well have been severe. Let

us first ascertain what number of men she had on board. It
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appear thai her original crew, including a portion of Malays
taken on board at Batavia, amounted to 513 men and boys.
t >: this number she had sent away in various prizes, according
to the account given by her officers, 143—leaving 370 as the

number present in the action. Of these she lost, as appears. 65

killed, including her captain, first-lieutenant, and seine other

officers, and 80 wounded, including also several of her officers:

of these 80 wounded, many died after suffering amputation.
The number of prisoners, including the wounded, amounted

5 ; which, with the 65 represented as killed, makes the 370.

This, we must observe, is more by 10 than the number sworn to

by the French officers, to entitle the captors to head-money;
and which number, if correct, would reduce the killed to 55.

In the present case, however, we are disposed to rely more upon
the account that gives 370 as the number on board

;
because we

believe thai the officers deposing, if officers at all. were not of a
rank to be entitled to implicit credit, or even to he well info]

in a matter of this nature, especially where so many draughts
had been made from the crew into prizes, including two a few

hours only before the action commenced.
We are not quite certain as to the propriety of considering the

Forte's two English 24-pounders as part of her broadside-guns.
We doubt, unless they were of a much shorter pattern than

common, whether they could be used otherwise than as chase-

guns. It appears, however, that the Forte was subsequently
established with 30 guns for her main deck; hence we must
conclude that she had broadside ports to fit them to.

Comparative Force of the Combatants.



372 LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. [1799.

or, as some of the English prisoners on board afterwards stated,

the Frenchmen knew the ship advancing to be the Sibylle, but,
on account of their superiority of force, expected to make of her

an easy conquest.
An officer present in the action, and whose name, were we per-

mitted to use it, would give'to Ins remarks tenfold the weight of

anything we could offer, lias thus accounted for the bad gun-

nery exhibited by the Forte's men: "The only good reason that

can be given for their ill-directed fire (for they had trained

artillerymen stationed at every gun), is that from being always
used to elevate their guns for point-blank range, or about a mile,
on a level, they never considered that their shut would naturally

pass over a low object so much nearer to them." To this may
undoubtedly be added, the destructive and appalling effects of

the Sibylle's first two hroadsides, and the early fall of the Porte's

brave captain and his first-lieutenant
;
a loss the more sensibly

felt by her men on account of the absence in prizes of several of

her officers.

For their most excellent gunnery, the greatest credit is due to

the crew of the Sibylle; not forgetting the officers, by whose

practical instruct inns, ((instantly applied, they had become such

proficients. We must not pass over without notice (especially
as none is taken of them in the gazette-letter) the officers and
men of the Scotch brigade. These, during the action, were sta-

tioned mi tic gangways, quarter-deck, and forecastle; and the

effects oi their unremitting fire were seen in innumerable bullet-

holes all along the Forte's topsides, and were felt, we don lit not,

by many a poor fellow who, as is customary with the French,
was employed in loading his gun on the outside of the ship.

It is singular that the Forte, as far as was observed, used no

musketry in the action; and although she had onboard a variety
of destructive missiles, such as hand-grenades, langridge, and
rockets with barbs intended to fix upon and set fire to the sails

and rigging, they remained unused. In conclusion, we will

say, that the action ol the Sibylle and Forte was gallantly fought
on both side-, liiit skilfully fought on one side only

—the weaker
side -and, by the due exercise of that very skill, the one which
was ultimately successful.

The I'oite's stream-anchor Call her bower-cables had been

cut through by shot), alter it had been let go, fell foul of the

v reck of the foremast and bowsprit; and Lieutenant Manger
was obliged, forthe safety of the ship, to clear the stream-anchor

from the wreck, which could only be done by slipping the cable.
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Tho Sibylle now sent the end of her bower-cable to the prize

and the Forte, in the course of a few minutes, rode by the

Sibylle'e anchor.

Luring the action the Sibylle had been too much occupied to

pay any attention to the Forte's two prizes. At daylight these

were seen lying to, hull-down to windward. By way of decoy-

ing them down, French colours over English were hoisted on

board the Sibylle, and, upon the stumps of the Forte's mizen-

mast, French colours only. Presently the Mornington bore

down. ' in observing this the Sibylle, who had already repaired
her rigging forward where it had been most damaged, and bent

new sails, began getting under way ; but the few hands remain-

ing on board after having manned the Forte being greatly

fatigued, as well with their li>t night's hard work in making
the latter their prize as with the loss of rest from having slept

nowhere but at their quarters since their departure from Madras,

were a longer time than usual in performing their task. In the

ii time the Mornington, having arrived within lung gun-.-

discovered her mistake, she immediately tacked and stood away,
under a heavy press of sail, to rejoin the Endeavour, to whom

made signals apprising her of the danger. Lying directly
on the weather bow of the Forte, the Sibylle was delayed some
minutes in making sail. At length she cleared her prize, and

Bet all sail on her h>re and mizen masts, but very little upon her

mainmast on account of its wounds. No sooner was the mizen-

topsail full, than the cross-jack yard went. Hence, after about

an hour's chase, and the discharge of a few shots from her bow-

guns, the Sibylle was obliged to return without success to her

anchorage near the Forte.

The two fi main, d at anchor off the Sandhead, until

the Sibylle had finished and secured her masts, and the Forte

rigge<! herself jury-ones. This occupied two or three days: at

the end of which time the Sibylle, taking the Forte in tow,
steered towards Calcutta. On arriving there, the Forte was
added to the British navy as a 44-gun frigate, established with

thirty long 24-pounders on the main deck, and twenty 32-

pounder carronades and two long 13-pounders on the quarter-
deck and forecastle, total 52 guns; and the command of her

was given, pro tempore, to Lieutenant Hardyman (promoted to

commander on the occasion), who had so gallantly fought the

action after his captain had been carried below. It being in

our power to give the names of the other commissioned officers

present in this very gallant action, we gladly state that James
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i i. Vashon was the second-lieutenant, and James Douglas, the

master. The names of the first and third lieutenants, and also

of the volunteer lieutenant from the Fox, have already appeared.
Xo marine officer was on board.

Some of the published accounts having represented the Forte's

quarter-deck and forecastle guns as "
L2-pounders," we here

subjoin the weight, in French and English pounds, of every
nature of gun which the ship had on board:—

Fr. wt. Enp. wt.

lbs. Cwt qrs. Ib6.

Long 24-pouuder, iron . . . 6240 - 51 10
„ 8-pounder, „ . . . 3150 = 25 3 14

Car. 36-pounder, brass . . . 802 = 6 2 10

The loss of the Forte by shipwreck, before she was brought
to a port of England, and probably surveyed and measured,

prevents us from giving a very accurate account of her principal

dimensions, as well as of establishing some other doubtful facts

concerning her. With such materials as we have, we present

the following as the relative length and breadth of the two

frigates :
—

Length of Extreme
'tween decks. breadth.

Ft. in. Ft. in.

Sibylle 154 8 40 1}

Forte 170 43 3

Before we take our final leave of this action, we must offer a

remark or two upon the account given of it by a contemporary.
Thai account, to be sure, is contained in a very tew lines: but

still, upon one who has read the preceding accounts in the work,

and who may not be otherwise informed as to i he merits of this

particular action, it is calculated to produce very erroneous im-

pressions. "La Forte, a French frigate of the largest class,

w;is captured on the 28th of February, by his majesty's ship

La Sibylle, of fortyd'our guns, commanded by Captain Edward
Cord

Now, nearly all the Fr< nch L8-pounder frigates, whose capture

is noticed in the same work, are represented as frigates "of the

largest class," Or "of the first class," which amounts to the

same.; while the two captured French 24-pounder frigates, the

Pomone and [mmortalite, have the calibers of their guns care-

fully expressed. Hence, why may not the reader infer, that the

' Brenton, vol. ii., p. 175
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Forte was in 18-pounder frigate, similar, for instance, to tlie

Virginia,
" one of the finest frigates in the French navy."

1
< >n

tin- other hand, as all British frigates, agreeing in their real force

witii the Sibylle, are described as "of thirty-eight guns," who
bat would imagine that the Sibylle, declared to be "of forty-
four guns." was a frigate of a higher class, and consequently of

a greater force, than they were ?

Captain Cooke's principal wound was not merely a mortal,
but a most painful one. It was occasioned by a large-sized

grape-shot, which, after passing through the tlesh on the inside

of the arm, had entered the side and came out near the spine.
His other arm and his breast were also wounded. Alter lin-

gering at Calcutta until the i'."th of the ensuing May, this

active and enterprising officer (see his proceedings at Toulon
and Manilla) died, how generally lamented it would be super-
fluous to add. He Mas buried with the highest military honours,
and a monument was i rect< d to his memory by the honourable
court of East India directors. Alter Captain Cooke's death,

Captain Sardyman continued in command of the Forte, and was
made post on the -7th of January, 1800.

On the 18th of March, at daylight, the Isle of Bas bearing
south-east distant nine leagues, the British hired the armed brig

Telegraph, of 1! carronades, 18-pounders, and two long sixes,
with 60 men and boys, commanded by Lieutenant James Andrew
Worth, discovered about two miles on her lee bow, the French

privateer-brig Hirondelle, of 16 guns (8 and 6 pounders) and 7_'

men on board, out of a complement of 89. The Hirondelle

immediately tacked, and stood Inwards the Telegraph. At
7 h. 30 m. a.m., the two brigs, having got close alongside each

other, commend '1 a spirited cannonade. During the progress
of the action, each vessel vainly tried, several times, to board
the other. At length, after the struggle had continued three

hours and a half, and when, having bad all her rigging shot

away, sb.' was in an unmanageable state, the Hirondelle struck
her colours.

The Telegraph had five men wounded: the Hirondelle five

killed and 14 wounded. In this close engagement the carron-

of the T< legragh produced their full effect, and Lieutenant

Worth, who was promoted to the rank of commander on the

occasion, Mr. George Gibbs, the master, and the remainder of

the British officers and crew, conducted themselves in a very
creditable manner

; nor, considering the obstinate defence they
1

Brenton, vol. i., p. 397.
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made, can much loss be said of the officers and men of the

Llirondelle.

On the 30th of March the British 3G-gun frigate Trent,

Captain Robert Waller Otway, while cruising in company with

the 12-gun cutter Sparrow. Lieutenant John Wiley, off the west

cud of the island of Porto-Rico, discovered, in a small bay
about seven leagues to the northward of Cape Etoxo, a Spanish

merchant-ship and three schooners at anchor in shoal water,

close to the shore, and under the protection of a 5-gun battery

Captain Otway immediately despatched the boats of the ship

commanded by Lieutenants Nathaniel Belchier and <

leorge Bal-

derston, and Lieutenant George M'Gie of the marines, and
covered by the Sparrow, to attempt cutting them out. A party
of marines under Lieutenant M'Gie, and of seamen under Lieu-

t-nan; Belchier, landed and stormed the battery; which, after

killing five and wounding several of the Spaniards stationed at

it, they carried. While the British on shore were engaged in

spiking the guns and destroying the battery, those in the boats,

led by Lieutenant Balderston, and greatly assisted by the fire

from the Sparrow, boarded and brought off the ship and one out

of the three schooners, two of which had been scuttled by the

Spaniards. This creditable exploit was effected with no greater
loss to the British than two seamen and one corporal of marines

wounded.
( >n the 9th of April, early in the morning, the British Im-

pounder 36-gun frigate San Fiorenzo, Captain Sir Harry Neale,
and 38-gun frigate Amelia, Captain the Honourable Charles

Berbert, having reconnoitred two French frigates at anchor in

tli port of Lorient, stood towards Belle-Isle. As the British

approached, some vessels were seen at anchor in the great road,

but, being under the land, were not distinguishable until the

frigates had run the whole length of the island
;
when the

strangers were at once seen to be three French frigates and a

large cutter gun-vessel, having their topsail-yards hoisted ready
for a start. At this instant, which was just at '.) a.m

,
a sudden

and heavy squall ol wind from the north-west carried away the

Amelia's inaintopmast. and fore and mizen topgallantmasts ;
the

topmast, in its fall, tearing a great part of the mainsail from the

yard.
So fine an opportunity was not lost upon the French com-

modore; whose three frigates, the Cornelie, Vengeance, and

Senfillante, dropping their topsails, got under way, and, accom-

panied by the gun-vessel, made sail in line ahead towards the
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two British frigates. The San Fiorenzo immediately made the

signal to prepare for battle
; and, followed by the Amelia, stood

011 to meet the French. After the San Fiorenzo had shortened

sail to keep company with her disabled consort, the two fri-

gates bore up in close order, preserving the weather-gage. Tho

Cornelie, Vengeance, Semillante, and gun-vessel now tacked to

engage, and at 10 h. 10 m. a.m. opened their broadsides upon the

San Fiorenzo and Amelia, who promptly returned the fire.

In this manner the action commenced, a battery on Hsedic

rocks occasionally joining in the cannonade. So disinclined

were the French to a close combat, that the British had to bear

up thne times in order to be within gun-shot. At length, at

about 1 h. 5 m. p.m., the three French frigates, two ofwhich ap-

peared to be mueli crippled, wore, and followed by the gun-
i, effected their escape: the frigates bearing up for the

river Loire, and the gun-vessel returning to Belle-!

In this one hour and 55 minutes' engagement, the San

Fiorenzo had all her lower masts wounded, and her spanker-
boom, and most of her starboard Bhronds and running-rigging
shot away. The Amelia's damages by the enemy's shot were

nearly to th( i \tent
;
but she was in a more disabled state

than the San Fiorenzo, in consequence of the previous loss of

her maintopmast and fore and miztn topgallantmasts. The San

Fiorenzo, out of a complement of -11 men and boys, had one

seaman killed and is seamen wounded, two ofthem dangerously ;

the Amelia, out ofher net complement of 281 men and boys, one

midshipman (Mr Bayley) and one seaman killed, and 17 seamen
wounded, one of them dangerously.
A French brig, which the San Fiorenzo captured on the even-

ing of the action, and which had just quitted the Loire, repre-
sented the loss on board the French frigates as particularly
severe ;

and that the commodore's ship alone, the Cornelie. had

upwards of 100 men killed and wi/unded, including among the

Litter the commodore himself. According to a paragraph in the

Moniteur. Captain « laro t>i the Vengeance was mortally wounded,
and the h»>s of the Semillante included 15 men killed.

Without reckoning the gun-vessel, or the battery on ITsedic

rocks, there was. in this action between two British 18-pounder

frigates and two French 18-pounder and one 12-pounder frig

and whose aggregate crews alone must have amounted to verj
few short of 1000 men, a sufficient disparity of force to excite

surprise at the abandonment of the contest by the French ships.

The latter were met by the English ships almost within the jaws
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of their own port : the French commodore, therefore, had no

interference to dread, and in the event of success, might have

harboured his prizes before the sun had even set upon this

victory.
The comparatively heavy metal of the three British rases,

Anson, Indefatigable, and Magnanime, invested them with such

powers of ubiquity, that every British single-decked ship larger

than a sloop, seen or encountered along the French coast, was

pronounced
" un vaisseau rase/' As the difference in size be-

tween the Amelia and San Fiorenzo (two French frigates origi-

nally, one the Proserpine, the other the Minerve) was only 27 tons,

we are at a loss to conceive to which of the two the Monitcur

meant to apply the wonder-working designation. At all events,
whatever may be thought of the conduct of the French commo-

dore, there can be but one opinion, among those acquainted with

the facts, as to the gallant behaviour and the (let the French
themselves speak to that) well-directed fire of Captains Neale
and Herbert, and their respective officers and ships' companies.
On the 13th of April, the east end of Jamaica bearing south-

south-west distant 25 leagues, the British 14-gun brig-sloop
Aniaranthe (12 carronades, 24-pounders, and two light long

guns), Captain Francis Vesey, after a long chase came up with

and engaged, nearly within pistol-shot, the French schooner

letter-of-marque Vengeur, of six 4-pounders ;
and the latter, not-

withstanding lur great inferiority of force, fought for one hour
and eight minutes.

The Amaranthe, out of a crew of 86 men and boys, had one

quartermaster killed, and three seamen slightly wounded; and
the Vengeur, out of a crew of 36, including passengers, 14 men
killed and five wounded, one of them mortally. The schooner

was from San-Jago de Cuba bound to Jer^mie, with a cargo of

flour. The noble defence made by her officers, crew, and pas-

sengers, was worth; of < very praise, and, to the credit of Cap-
tain Vesey, did nol pass unnoticed by him.

<in the 1 1 1 1 of May the British 10-gun pnlacre Fortune, com-

mandedby Lieutenanl Lewis Davis, in company with the Dame-
de-Grace, a prize gun-boat, sailed from the bay of Acre, having
],, i ii ordered by Sir Sidney Smith, of the Tigre, to cruise for

three weeks on the coast of Syria, in order to cut off .any sup-

plies that might arrive from Alexandria for the use ofthe French

army before Acre. On the 8th, at 3 a.m., when about four

miles from the shore near Jaffa, the Fortune and gun-boat fell

in with Bear-admiral Berrec's squadron, of three frigates and
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two brigs At daybreak one of the latter, theSalamine, display-

ing a British red ensign, ran alongside of the Fortune. Lieute-

nant Davis bailed her, and was answered with a broadside and

a volley of musketry: after which the Salamine hauled down
the British and hoisted French colours. The Fortune promptly
ntnrncd the salute, and a smart conflict ensued.

At 6 a.m. all the cartridges, and the greater part of the shots,

of the Fortune were expended, three of her guns dismounted,
I her masts, yards, and rigging cut to pi e< s. While she was

in this utterly defenceless state, the Salamine came close upon
her larboard quarter with intent to board

; whereupon the For-

tun ig the three frigates also approaching, struck her

l»ndant: her colours, having just been shot away the third

time, were already down.
The Fortune's guns were French 4 and 3 pounders, all in bad

condition, and her crew amounted to -S
; of whom site had two

imen killed, and her commander and three seamen wounded.
The Salamine mounted 16 long French C-ponnders, with a crew
of 126 men. What loss or damage, if any, the Salamine sus-

tained does not appear. The gun-boat also fell into the hands

of M. Perree, who immediately scuttled and sank both his

prizes.

The Fortune had been captured on the 11th of the preceding

August by the Swiftsure 74. She was then called, by mistake,
a corvette of 18 guns. The Fortune, in fact, was a mere shell

of a vessel, and mi asnred only 150 tons: while the Salamine,
which was afterwards in the British service, was a regular man-
of-war brig, and measured J ! 'tens. Considering the very great

disparity of force, the defence of the Fortune was highly credit-

able to her commander and crew.
< 'n the 12th of May, in the morning, the British hired armed

cutter Courii r. of twelve 4-poundersand 40 men, commanded by
Lieutenant Thomas Searle, while on her way from Yarmouth
roads to join the Latona frigate off the Texel, discovered an

armed brig about eight or nine leagues off "Winterton, in the act

of capturing a merchant sloop. The Courier immediately made

sail, and at ] h. 30 m. p.m., brought to close action a French

privateer of 16 guns. The two vessels continued engaged at

close quarters for an hour and 40 minutes; when the brig, being
the better sailer, and having the advantage of the wind, effected

her escape. The Cornier continued in chase until midnight; at

which time, the weather becoming thick, she lost sight of her

adversary. The Courier had five men wounded. The obvious
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damages received by the brig, whose guns were afterwards

ascertained to have been 6 and 8 pounders, indicated that her

loss was far more severe than the cutter's. A French lugger-

privateer lay to leeward during the whole of the action, but

evinced no inclination to interfere.

On the 13th. at daylight, Lieutenant Searle saw a sail in the

north-east, which he at hrst judged to be his old opponent ; but

the vessel, as the Courier neared her in chase, proved to be

schooner-rigged. At 8 a.m. the cutter arrived up with, and
without any resistance captured, the French privateer-schooner

Eibotteur, of tour (originally six) 3-pounders and 26 men; a

consmt. as it turned out, of the brig which Lieutenant Searle,
with so much gallantry and effect, had engaged the day before.

On the 9th of June, the British 12-pounder, 32-gun frigate,

Success, Captain Shuldham Peard, chased a Spanish polacre
into the harbour of La Selva, a small port about two leagues to

the northward of Cape Creux. There being no appearance of

batteries to defend the harbour, and the weather being favour-

able, Captain Peard detached 42 officers and men in three of

the frigate's boats, under the command of Lieutenant Philip

I'aeey in the barge, assisted by Lieutenant Gustams Stupart in

the launch, and Lieutenant John Davison, of the marines, in the

cutter, to endeavour to bring out the polacre; with instructions,

however, to Lieutenant I'aeey to return, should he find any
opposition of consequence.

Notwithstanding that the polacre, which was the Bella-

Aurora, from Cenoa bound to Barcelona, laden with cotton,

silk, and rice, mounted 10 carriage-guns, 8 and 6 pounders,
had on board a crew of 113 men, and was surrounded with a

boarding-netting, and supported by a small battery, and by a

large body of men at small-arms on the shore, Lieutenant Facey
(himself the first on the enemy's deck), and the 41 officers and
men under his command, gallantly carried and brought out the

vessel.

This bold and well-conducted enterprise was not, however,

performed without so serious a loss to the British as four sea-

men killed and mortally wounded, and Lieutenant Stupart and

eight seamen badly wounded. For the firmness and bright

examples he had shown on this trying occasion, Lieutenant

Facey, a few months afterwards, was deservedly promoted to

the tank of commander.
On the 22nd of June, latitude 38° 50' north, longitude 31°

west, the British 18-pounder 32-gun frigate Alcmenc, Captain



1799.]
CAPTURE OF SPANISH VESSELS. 381

Henry Bigby, discovered a strange ship boarding an American
vessel, and was soon afterwards informed by the latter that the

t-hil>. then about two leagues distant was a French privateer.

The Alcuiene immediately proceeded in chase, and by great

exertions, succeeded during the night, in spite of calms and light

winds, in getting round the island of Corvo.

On the 23rd, at daybreak, the privateer again made her ap-

pearance, towing and sweeping to the westward with all her

strength. The chase continued, in this slow manner, during
the whole of that and the two succeeding days, on one of which

the Alcmene passed an English convoy of 40 vessels, in charge
of two brig-sloops, bound to Lisbon. At length a breeze sprang

up from the northward, which, by 6 a.m. on the 2<:th, brought
the Alcmene within gunshot of the privateer.

A running fight now commenced, and continued, but without,
as it appears, any loss or important damage on either side, until

about 7 a.m.: when, in latitude 39 J 23' north, longitude 33°

, the French privateer Courageux, of Bordeaux, mounting
one, described as 12 and 9 pounders, but more likely 8 and

6 pounders, with a complement of 253 men, commanded by
Captain Jean Barnard, struck her coloui>.

On the L8th of the succeeding month, having received in-

formation from the British lugger-privateer Phoenix, Captain

Hammond, belonging to Jersey, of several vessels being in the

port of Yivero, on the north-west coast of Spain, the Alcmene,
at sunset, stood into the harbour, and, running between two

Spanish vessels distant from each other about 500 yards, sent

Lieutenants - Gayton Warren and William Sandford

Oliver, with armed parties to board them; a service which these

officers executed in a spirited and becoming manner.
One of the prizes was the Felicidad, a ship between 700 and

800 tons, "pierced for 22 guns," but, we believe, mounting none,
and laden with a cargo of hemp, lower masts, and ship-timber,
bound to the arsenal at Perrol : the other prize was the Bisano,
a brig of

•"
1 tons," also unarmed, and laden with ship-timber

and iron, for the same destination.

As Boon as the prizes began to get under sail, two forts and a

detached gun opened upon them and the frigate; but the smoke
from the guns of the Alcmene, and the gathering shades of night,

prevented the enemy from directing his guns with effect. Thus
favoured, and assisted, also, by the Phoenix lugger, whose com-
mander had gallantly followed the Alcmene into the harbour
the two prizes were brought safe off without, as far as the ac-
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counts go, the slightest casualty to any of the parties con-

cerned.

On the 9th of August the British 14-gun brig-sloop Speedy

(4-pounders, with 80 nun and boys), Captain .Tabled Brenton,
and L4-gun brig-privateer Defender, of Gibraltar, gave chase to

three Spanish armed vessels, one of four 6-poundi rs, another of

six, and the third of ten,
s and 6 pounders ;

all of \\ bich ran for

shelter into a small sandy bay. about five leagues to the east-

ward of < 'ape de I rata. There they moored themselves in a close

line, within a boat's length of the beach. The two brigs soon

opened their fire, and engaged the Spaniards for an hour and

three-quarters, under sail, being unable to get soundings,

although not more than a cable's length distant from the rucks.

Finding that to keep under sail and in motion was giving an

advantage to the enemy, the Speedy pushed for and obtained an

anchorage, within pistol-shot of the centre vessel. The De-

fender, meanwhile, having but 22 men of her crew on board,
had stood out to meet one of her boats in the oiling. After

time-quarters of an hour's cannonade by the Speedy, the

Spanish crews took to their boats, having first cut the cables of

two of their vessels, wdiich, in consequence, drove on shore.

These and the vessel still afloat were, however, brought off by
the Speedy'fi boats, and that under a constant fire of musketry
from the hills. In this well-conducted little enterprise, the

Speedy had two seamen wounded, and the Defender one, but

neither dangerously. • >n hoard the Spanish vessels two dead
men were found. The wounded, if any, must have been carried

on shore.

On the 11th of Augusl the British L6-gun ship-sloop Pylades,

Captain Adam Bf'Kenzie, 16-gun brig-sloop Espiegle, Captain
James Boorder, and lO-gun hired cutter Courier, Lieutenant

Thomas Searle, part of a light squadron under Captain Frank

Sotheron, ofthe38-gun frigate Latona, cruising off the coast of

Holland, proceeded to attack the late British gun-brig Crash,
which lay moored In a narrow passage hot ween the island of

Schiermonikoog and the main land of Groningen. The Cornier,

working fastest to windward, was sent ahead, and, in a very

gallant manner, commenced engaging the Crash, whose force

was L2 carronades, consisting of eight is, two 24, and two 32

pounders, with a crew of 60 men.

Having frequently not two feel of water more than they drew,
with the wind right down the channel, and only room for either,
in tacking, to go twice her length, the Pylades and Espiegle
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found a very difficult navigation. At length they arrived within

pistol-shot of the < 'rash, and, in conjunction with the Courier,

opened a heavy fire upon her. It was not, however, until she

had sustained that fire for nearly 50 minutes, that the Crash

struck her colour-;.

The Pylades and Espiegle were greatly damaged in their rig-

ging and yards. The latter, as well as the Courier, escaped
without any loss ; but the Pylades had one seaman killed and
two wounded. Although Captains M'Kenzie and Boorder cadi

wrote an official Letter <m the subject of this action, and concur

in representing the long and obstinate defence made by the

Crash, they neither mention her loss, which must have been

severe, nor the name of the officer who had fought so bravely

against a force so decidedly superior.

Previously to th<- attack of the Crash, the boats of Captain
Sotherton's two frigates, and of the l'ylades and Espiegle, had
been sent t<» cut out an armed schooner that lay to the eastward
ofa sand, and could not be otherwise approached. The schooner

ran herself on shore, and opened a heavy fire on the boats, by
which one man was killed. The boats then returned to their

ships.

On the 12th, at 3 p.m., having fitted out the Crash, and armed
a schuyt. which the boats had recently cut out, with two 12-

pounder carronades, also the launches of the Latona and Pylades
each with one, Captain MKenzie despatched them, accompanied
by all the other boats of the ships, some armed with swivels,
others only with small-arms, under the orders of Lieutenant
James Blade, first of the Latona, assisted by Lieutenant Salis-

bury Pryce Humphreys, who commanded the schuyt, to attack
the Dntoh schooner V< Dgeance, of six guns, two of them long
24-ponnders, and a large row-boat, both moored under a battery
of four long L2 and two brass 4 pounders, on the island of

Schiermonikoog. The Courier was to have covered the boats in

their advance, but grounded, and was with difficulty saved.

The Crash, Undaunted (the schuyt's new name), and the boats,
then went on. until the latter grounded within half pistol-shot

of, and under a heavy fire from, the schooner and battery.

Having placed their small-craft as advantageously as they
could, the British immediately opened a smart fire in return.

This soon drove the people from the battery ;
and the crew of

the schooner, just as some of the boats were about to board her,
ran on shore, having previously set fire to their vessel so effec-

tually that it could not be extinguished. Some of the British
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then landed; and, of the six guns on the battery, spiked the

four iron L2-pounders, and brought off the two brass 4 -pounder

field-pieces. They afterwards took possession of the row-boat,
and of tlic L2 sehuyts thai were lying near her. The whole

service was executed without the loss of a man on the British

side
;
nor could it be discovered that any loss of lives had been

sustained l>y the Dutchmen.
The Crash, it appears, drawing too much water, had, as well

as the Courier, grounded so far from the shore as to be of little

serviee in co-operating with the boats; but the Undaunted suc-

ceeded in getting alongside of the Dutch schooner soon after,

as already related, the crew had abandoned and set fire to her.

The tide, however, was so rapid, that the Undaunted could not

hold on, and the roundness of the sides of the two vessels pre-

vented Lieutenant Humphreys from springing on board. "He
therefore seized a rope, and, leaping into the sea, attempted to

reach the schooner for the purpose of attaching it to her, but

soon found he had no chance against the tide, and was conse-

quently obliged to be hauled back to the Undaunted. Fortunate

for him was this failure; for, scarcely had he obtained a footing

on his own deck, when an explosion took place on board the

Vengeance, by which she was blown to atoms." '

On the 20th of August, at 8h. 30m. a.m., Cordovan light-

house bearing east by south distant six or seven leagues, the

British 38-gun frigate Clyde, Captain Charles Cunningham,
having with the wind to the northward just worked off from

reconnoitring the port of Uochefort, descried two sail in the

south-west. The Clyde immediately gave chase, and at 11 a.m.

made them out to be enemy's cruisers standing towards her.

Ai half an hour alter noon the strangers, having then approached
within two miles of the c]yde, bore up and made sail, each

going away large on a different tack. The Clyde, selecting the

one thai appeared the more formidable of the two, crowded sail

in pursuit. At I h. 30m. p.m., having arrived within gun-shot,
the Clyde hoisted her colours and fired a gun; whereupon the

French 36 gun frigate Vestale (the Terpsichore's old opponent),

Captain Mayor-Michel-Pierre G-aspard, hoisted her colours, and

answered witli a broadside the gun which had been fired by the

Clyde.
A warm engagement, during which the Vestale made several

skilful manoeuvres, now ensued, and continued, without inter-

mission, for one hour and fifty minutes; when the French fri

1

Marshall, vol, ii., p. 235.
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gate, having had all three masts badly wounded, her rigging
and sails cut to pieces, and her hull, both above and below her

water-line, pierced with shot in several places, hauled down her

flag to the Clyde ; whose principal damages were confined to

her rigging and sails. The Yestale's consort, which was the

French 20-gun corvette Sagesse, was in sight in-shorc during
the whole of the action.

The Clyde, out of her net complement of 281 men and boys,
a quartermaster and one private marine killed, and three

seamen wounded. The Y< stale, although her established com-

plement was at least 275, had on board, when the action com-

menced, no more than 230 men. Of these the French frigate
losl 1" Beamen and marines killed, and two officers and 20
seamen and marines wounded ; one officer and several seamen
afterwards died of their wounds.

If the Sagesse withdrew owing, not to the defection of her

own, but to the command of the Yestale's captain, the latb f

must have formed a very erroneous judgment of the relative

strength of himself and his opponent. The Clyde would not
have been overmatched, nor would Captain Cunningham have
declined fighting, had the two French ships united their strength

against him.

The comparative force of the two combatants has already
appeared in that of tin; I.'evolutionnaire and Unite. 1 The Sea-

horse and Sensible were also similarly matched. Circumstanced
therefore as he was, Captain Gaspard behaved with commend-
able gallantry, and, as well as his officers and crew, merited the
most honourable acquittal for the loss of the Yestale. Nor
could the French captain have a better witness in his favour
than Captain Cunningham ; who, in his modestly-written official

letter, passes a very high encomium on the behaviour of his an-

tagonist.

Having secured his prize, Captain Cunningham directed his

attention towards her late consort; but, availing herself of the

vicinity of the Gironde, the Sagesse had already effected her

escape. Although a fine frigate of 94G tons, the Vestalc, in her
two rough encounters, first with the Terpsichore, and now with
the Clyde, had received too much injury to be repaired with

advantage. The captured frigate, therefore, was not purchased
for the use of the British navy. Since the capture of the Re-
union by the Crescent, and of the Unite by the Eevolutionnaire,
it had not been customary to knight the captains of 18-poundcr

1 See vol. i., p. 35*.

VOL. II. 2 C
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frigates for their success over the 12-poundcr frigates of the

enemy. Hence Captain Cunningham was not so rewarded;
but the Clyde's first-lieutenant, Alexander Eobert Kerr, and

who, it will be recollected, lost an eye when second-lieutenant,

of the Boston in her action with the Embuscade, was made a

commander.
There is a proverb as old as the hills, which .tells us, in mean-

ing if not in words, that an indiscreet friend is often more in-

jnrions than an avowed enemy. This is completely exemplified
in the notice taken by Yice-adruiral Lord Keith of Captain

Cunningham's exploit in capturing the A'estale. His lordship
wrote thus to the admiralty on the occasion: "I have the

honour to enclose for their lordships
1

information, a letter from
< iaptain Cunningham, of H. 31. S. Clyde, containing an account

of one of the most brilliant transactions which have occurred

during the course of the war; he having witli great gallantry

pursued two French frigates; one of which he has captured,
and driven the other into port."

The lords of the admiralty, acting wisely, refrained from pub-

lishing this letter ;
but a biographical writer has since obtained

a copy of it, and has, he must excuse us for saying, with less

than his usual discrimination, inserted it in his work, with the

following additional information :

" His late majesty was at one

of the theatres when an account of the above event was brought
to him. He immediately stood up in his box, and commanded
the news to be communicated to the audience : when ' Ride

Britannia
' was loudly called for from every part of the house,

and performed with reiterated applause.'"
'

Before taking our final leave of this action, we deem it but

just to set right another contemporary, in his account of the

force of the Bagesse. ""When the Yestale was first discovered,"

says Captain I'renton, "her consort of equal force was with

her." 2 Let us firs! make it clear that Captain Cunuingham was

no partyto this exaggeration. His words are, "Her consort,

the Sagesse, of 30 guns." It so happened, that the British

afterwards captured this very Sagesse; and she was then found

to mount 20 French -pounders on the main deck, and eight

1-pounders on the quarter-deck and forecastle. Even this was

a greater force than the ship, from her size, could conveniently

o it.v : for she measured only 4S1 tons, or about half as much as

the Vestale.

< »ur contemporary will be further obliged to us for correcting
i Marshall, vol. U., p. 80. 2 Brcnton, vol. ii., p. 331.
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him iii a mistake respecting the tonnage of the Clyde. He pays,
vol. i., p. 44: '• This class (that of the Arethusa) was soon after

succeeded by a larger, such as the Artois, Diamond, Diana,

Seahorse, and Apollo; these were thirty-eight gun-frigates of

eleven hundred tuns." Now, not one of these live frigates (a

-ixth, the Jason, has been omitted) measured more than 998

tons. The Clyde and Tamar, built of fir in the year 1796, were
from the same draught ;

the first measured 1002, and the second

999 tons.

On the 25th <if August, in the evening, the British 38-gun

frigate Tamar, Captain Thomas Western, being off the island of

Surinam, discovered and gave chase to the French 28-gnn

frigate ("corvette de 24 canons") Bcpublicaine, Captain
Pierre-Marie Le Bosec; but the latter, getting into shoal

water, where the former, in the darkness of the night, could

not follow her. effected her escape. Soon after daylight, how-
ever, when about four leagues to the westward of "

Orange,"
; Tamar descried her preceding night's acquaintance in the

west-north-west. Chase was instantly given; but, owing to

the excellent sailing of the French ship, it took the British

frigate until 5h. 30m. p.m. before she could get fairly alongside
of her opponent. An animated tire then commenced; and,
alter a elose action of about ten minutes' duration, in which the

Re*pnblicaine was reduced to a mere wreck, the latter struck

her colours to the Tamar, whose damages were confined to her

rigging and sails.

The Tamar, out of a complement of 281 men and boys, came
off with the trilling loss of two seamen wounded : but the loss

of the Bcpublicaine. who, having manned two American prizes,

had on board only 173 men and boys out of a complement of

220, amounted to nine killed and 12 wounded.
Of the Tamar it is sufficient to say that she was a sistei

frigate to the Clyde, and armed like her with 46 guns. The

Kepublicaine, a ship of 580 tons, was precisely of the same class

as the Tonrterelle, Baionnaise, and several others named in this

work. Her guns were twenty-four long 8-pounders on the main

deck, and eight brass liG-pounder carronades on the quarter-deck
and forecastle.

A most decided disparity of force, therefore, existed between
these combatants; and it was rendered still more so by the

circumstance that the Be*pnblicame's eight brass carronades,

from their ill construction and awkward mode of mounting,
could not be used with any effect. A similar complaint, it is
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true, has been \irged against all the French carronades cm-

ployed during the war of 1793; but, in no other case than the

present did they form so large a portion of the armament.

Captain De Here, consequently, made quite as creditable a

defence as his very inferior force would permit. The Etepubli-

caine, owing probably to her age and the cost it would take to

repair her damages, was not added to the British navy: indeed,

there already belonged to it too many
'•

frigates
"

of her insig-

nificant class.

On the 9th of September the British ship-sloops Arrow, of

twenty-eight 32-pounder carronades, twenty-four of them on a

flash deck, 1

Captain Nathaniel Fortloek, and Wolverine, of L3

guns, already particularized,
3
Captain William IJolton, parted

company from Vice-admiral Mitchell's squadron, stationed near

the Ylicter, in quest of a Batavian republican ship and brig, of

which intelligence had just been received. On the same even-

ing, as soon as the ebb-tide commenced, the two sloops anchored

abreast of the Texel. At the return of flood they got under

way; and, in the afternoon of the following day. the 10th, when
the tide again ebbed, they anchored on the edge of the flack or

flat, abreast of Wieringcn. Here it became necessary to lighten
the Arrow from 12 feet eight inches to 12 feet. Thai done, the

two sloops, on the 11th, stood over the flack, carrying shoal

water from one side to the other.

I >n the morning of the L2th they again weighed, and as they

approached the VTie-island, saw a ship and brig at anchor in the

narrow passage leading from that island to Harbngen. These,
as the British ships advanced, displayed Batavian republican

colours, and were evidently vessels of some force. The Arrow
and Wolverine, having the British and the ancient Dutch colours

flying together, stood direct for the enemy ;

and when within

halt gun-shol of the brig, which was the nearest vessel, the

Dutch colours were hauled down, and Captain Portlock mad'

the signal to engage, intending the Wolverine to close with the

brig, while the Arrow passed on towards the ship.
The Wolverine anchored, in a very masterly manner, at the

distance of about 70 yards on the weather-quarter of the brig.

Having hove on the Bpring until her broadside could be brought
to bear, the Wolverine tired one shot, to try the disposition of

her opponent ; whereupon the Batavian republican brig Gier, of

14 long Impounders and 80 men, fired three guns to leeward

1 For some account of this extroordinary sloop and her sister-vessel, Hie Dart, 6ee

note 2* to Annual Abstract, No. 4. - See p. 3J3.
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and then hauled down her colours. Captain Bolton immediately
took possession <>t" his prize, and, agreeably to his orders, sent

pilot to conduct theArrowto the ship. Captain Portloek's

Dutch pilots having declined to take farther charge of the

vessel.

The Arrow now pushed on towards her opponent, and had to

work to windward against a strong tide, which retarded her

progress. Meanwhile the enemy's ship, which was the Draak,

Captain Lieutenant Van-Esch, mounting two long 32, and 16

long 18-pounders, with m\ "50-pound" brass howitzers, lay

with springs on her cables, bo that her broadside was directly

opposed to the \rrow : who. from the moment the Draak opened
her fire, had to sustain it for 20 minutes, before she could bring

a gun to bear in return, and became, in consequence, much cut up
in hull, rigging, and sails. At Length the Arrow got within 70 or

aids of her opponent, and after taking a proper position,

opened her broadside. The contest was maintained, with mutual

spirit, tor about L5 minutes; when the Wolverine being nearly

up to co-operate with the Arrow, the Draak struck her colours.

The Arrow, out other L20 men and boys, had one seaman

killed, her commander (slightly), one master's mate (William

Wilson), ami seven seamen wounded. From the Draak's how-

itzers langridge had probably been tired : as, alter the action

had ceased, several pieces of iron were picked up on the Arrow's

decks. The Draak's loss could not be ascertained with any cer-

tainty. Two men killed, and three badly wounded, were found

on hoard; hut great quantities of blood, attempted to be con-

cealed from view by tarpaulins, were discovered by Captain
Bolton. Some of the prisoners also acknowledged that imme-

diately as the ship struck, several of her killed and wounded
were put into a boat, and sent on shore at llarlingen; close off

which place the action had been fought. Moreover the number
of prisoners, added to the five killed and wounded by no means

d with the established complement, L80, as testified by the

papers. There were also ready to join the two Batavian vessels

in the attack, two Bchooners, and four schuyts, mounting, be-

tween them. L6 long 8-pounders, and manned, altogether, by
120 men. But it does not appear that the latter vessels, any
more than the < rier brig, offered any resistance.

Having been built for a sheer-hulk, and being extremely old,

the Draak was set on fire and destroyed; but the Gier, being a

fine new brig of 324 tons, was carried to England and fitted out

as a cruiser.
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On the 20th of September, at 4 p.m., as the British armed

store-ship, or M en Hute, Camel, Captain John Lee, and Iii-gun

ship-sloop Rattlesnake, Captain Samuel Gooch, with yards and

topmasts down and topgallantmasts on deck, were lying at

anchor in Algoa hay, near the Cape of Good Hope, the Camel,
with stores for the use of the army under General Dundas then

marching against the Oaffres in the interior, a large Bail, Bteering

south-west, with the wind fresh from the east-south-east, math
her appearance in the cast quarter. At this time the two cap-
tains were serving on shore with the army; Captain Lee with

his first-lieutenant, and 30 of the Camel's men, out of her com-

plement of 116 men and boys. The pinnace of the Rattlesnake

also, with her second-lieutenant, and 15, out of a total ot 100

men and boys, was detained on shore by the violence of the surf.

The stranger, which was the French 36-gun frigate Preneuse,

Captain L'Hermite, whom, in June of the preceding year we
left at Batavia,

1 continued on her course until 5 p.m. : when sho

wore, and hoisting a Danish jack at her mizen peak, stood in

for the bay. At o' p.m., now nearly dark, the Preneuse handed

her sails
;
and having dropped down till within about 800 yards

of the Rattlesnake, brought up, with her broadside bearing upon
the latter's larboard beam and bow. At this time the Camel's

boat, which Avas rowing guard, pulled towards the Preneuse,

with the intention of boarding her ; but when the boat had got

nearly alongside, two men with cutlasses in their hands wer<

observed getting out of the ship's ports. On this, and the addi-

tional discovery that the slop was a large frigate, the boat

hastened back to the Camel with the intelligence.

In the meanwhile an English prize-schooner, the Surprise,

which, while working oui of the bay, had passed close to and

been bailed by the Preneuse, had since pul back and informed

the Rattlesnake, thai the stranger was a French frigate. Lieu-

tenant William Fothergill, first of the Rattlesnake, and upon

whom, in the abi ence of both captains and of the Camel's first-

lieutenant, the command of the two vessels bad devolved, made

the private signal for an enemy to the Camel, and fired a shot

under the stern of the Preneuse, as did also the Camel; but of

which shots the French frigate took not the slightest notice.

Shortly after the firing of these two shots, which took place at

about 6 h. 30 in. P.M., the Camel's boat reached the Rattlesnake

with the intelligence previously communicated to her by the

Surprise; and it was settled that tho Camel, when ready to

i See p. an.
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engage, should hoist a light at her mizen peak. Both British

- cleared for action and got springs on their cables.

At 8 h. •''
I in. P.M., although the signal of being ready had not

a made by the Camel, Lieutenant Fothergill, suspecting by
the manoeuvres of the Preneuse, in veering again until within

about 500 yards of the two British ships, that she intended to

board the Eattlesnake, got the broadside of the latter to bear on

the French frigate, and immediately opened it upon her. The

Camel quickly did the same; and towards 9 P.M., the Preneuse,

substituting a French ensign for the Danish jack, returned the

fire of her two opponents, but directed nearly the whole of her

guns at the < lamel.

In this way the action continued until midnight : when the

wind suddenly shifting to north-west, the three ships canted,

whereby the Camel, in order to bring her broadside again to

bear, was obliged
f " >lip her small-bower cable and veer to t\v<>

cables on the best bower. Scarcely had this been done, when

the carpenter reported that, from a shot received under the

magazine, the Bhip had six feetwater in the hold and was making
more. In consequence of this the Camel's crew broke off from

the guns and manned the pumps.

Fancying, from this suspension of firing on the part of the

Camel, that he had effectually silenced her, Captain L*I Termite

now devoted his principal attention to the Rattlesnake; upon
whom the Freneuse continued a heavy cannonade until 3h. 30 m.

a.m. on the 2l8t. The French frigate then, to the surprise of

the British both afloat and on shore, ceased firing, cut or slipped

her cable, and ran oft" before the wind to a distant part of the

bay. Here the Preneuse again anchored, and continued there

until a few minutes before 10 a.m.
;
when the French frigate got

under way. and leaving her anchor and cable, from which she

had. in the first instance, cut or slipped, as a trophy to her two

opponent s. stood to the south-west on the starboard tack,

under her courses and maintopsail only, as if damaged in her

mast-.

The Camel's fore and mizenmasts, mainyard, and maintopsail-

yard, were wounded, her rigging a good deal cut, and her hull

6truck in several places. Her loss, notwithstanding, amounted

to no more, out of the 101 men and boys she had onboard, than

six men wounded. The Eattlesnake had her main and mizen

masts, maintopmast, and bowsprit wounded, some immaterial

injury to her rigging, and eight shot holes between wind and

water; with the loss, out of 92 men and boys on board, of
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her carpenter and one seaman killed, another mortally, and six

or seven slightly wounded.
The disparity of force in this ease will be evident when we

state, that the Preneuse was a frigate mounting 40 guns, 12 and

pounders, with a crew of about 300 men ;
and that the Camel

mounted 20 long 9 and four long C> pounders, and the Rattle-

snake 16 long 6-pounders and a few 12-pounder carronades,

with, on board the two ships, a total of only 193 men. Great

credit was therefore due to Lieutenants Fothergil] and Charles

Shaw, which latter commanded the Camel, and to their respec-

tive officers and crews for their persevering defence. Nor must.

we omit to state, that Captains Lee and Gooch made several

attempts to get from the shore to their ships in time to partici-

pate in the action; but the surf was so high, that no boat could

be got off the beach. In almost every effort that was made, the

boat with the two captains on board upset, and the crew with

difficulty escaped drowning.
To specify the damage or loss sustained by the Preneuse, in

this to her somewhat discreditable encounter, is not in our

power, the historian, who has hitherto assisted us in recording
the exploits of Captain L'Hermite in the Indian seas, having

stopped short of the latter's adventure in Algoa bay : and that

although
'" Desastres et rovers" form a part of the promised

matter of his book. This is the more extraordinary, as with the

Camel's two rows of ports, it not of guns, and the Rattlesnake's

three masts, and detached quarter-deck, a case might have been

made out, such as a French writer need not have been afraid to

publish, nor a French reader of the most sensitive kind displeased
to peruse.
The apparently crippled state of the Preneuse as she stood

out of Algoa hay. and the south-westerly course steered by her

when last 3een, affording a reasonable hope of her being over-

taken by any ship, that not being in the unprepared state of

either the Camel or Rattlesnake, could be speedily despatched
after her. Captain Lee sent an express overland to Captain

George Losack, tin- senior British officer in Table bay. On
what day the messenger arrived, or whether he arrived at all,

we cannot say; hut on the 1st of October the British 50-gun

ship Jupiter, Captain William Granger, acting in the absence

(through sickness, wo presume) of Captain Losack, sailed from

Table bay, and on the 8th joined the Camel and Rattlesnake in

Algoa bay.
< >n the next day, the 9th, the Jupiter weighed and made sail
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in quest of the Preneuse. On the 10th, in the afternoon, lati-

tude '•

! 41' south, longitude 27° f>4' east, -while running beforo

a strong gale from the north-west by west, the Jupiter descried,
and immediately stood towards, a ship in the north-east. As
the Jupiter approached her, the ship, which was no other than
the Preneuse herself, bore away to north-east, and made all sail

to escape, followed by the British 51 1.

At 9 p.m. the Jupiter tired a shot at the Preneuse, which the

latter, hoisting French colours, returned by a fire from her stern-

chasers. As it could not be owing to the Jupiter s good sailing,
it was, in all probability, owing to the crippled state of the Pre-

tense, that the Jupiter soon got near enough to discharge her
main-deck guns at the French frigate : her lower-deck guns,

although of double the caliber, it was found impossible to use,
the turbulent state of the sea, and the little height allowable to

such small-sized two-deckers, not admitting the opening of the

port-. A running light was thus kept up between the British
oO and French frigate during the whole of the night, and until

2 p.m. on the next day: when the Jupiter succeeded in bringing
the Preneuse to close action.

Although the weather was now moderate, the sea was still so

high that, on opening the lower-deck portsto get the 24-pounders
into play, the water rushed in in such quantity, that the ports
were obliged to be shut again ;

and the Jupiter had to continue
the action with her 12-pounders only. The consequence was,
that, before the British 50 could produce any serious effect upon
the French frigate, the latter had shot away the greater part of
the former's running-rigging, and badly wounded her fore and
main masts : some loss, we believe, had also been inflicted, but
its amount we are unable to state. In short, the Jupiter found
it necessary to hoar away to repair her damages ;

and the Pre-

neuse, satisfied with having beaten off an antagonist whom it-

would perhaps have been dangerous to press too closely, hauled
to the wind on the starboard tack under all the sail she could

carry, and effected her escape. The Preneuse's opponent, as soon
as she had spliced her ropes and secured her masts, made sail

also, but it was only to return to the port she had quitted on this

unfortunate mission; and on or about the 16th the discomfited

Jupiter reancliored in Table bay.
This was a bad business certainly: and, as no court of inquiry,

to our knowledge, was held, we are unable to give a satisfactory

explanation of the causes that may have led to it. Were the
facts all made known, perhaps they would exonerate the Jupiter's
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officers and crew from every particle of blame. Undoubtedly it

was a cause of jusi triumph to Captain L'Hermite, and well cal-

culated to wipe away the disgrace incurred by the Preneuse at

Algoa bay ; yet noi a French writer, that we can discover, has

touched upon the subject.

The Preneuse continued her cruise, but it proved her last.

On the 11th of December, in the forenoon, the British 74-gun

ship Tremendous, Captain John Osborn, and 50-gun ship Ada-

mant, Captain William Eotham, cruising off Port-Louis in the

[sle of France, discovered and chased the Preneuse; who, find-

ing it impossible to escape from the Adamant, ran herself on

Bhore on the west side of the river Tombeau, about three miles

from Port-Loins, and near to some batteries. At 8 r.M. the

frigate cut away all her masts, and at .'! h. 30m. p.m., in conjunc-
tion with the batteries, opened a fire upon the Adamant, who was

using every exertion to work up to her. At 5 h. 30 m. p.m. tho

latter opened a fire in return
; and, in about 15 minutes afterwards,

the Preneuse hauled in her ensign from the quarter as a signal
of submission : whereupon the Adamant discontinued the action.

After a communication between the two British captains.

Captain Osborn consented that two boats of the Adamant and
one of the Tremendous should be sent in to attempt to destroy
the French frigate. Accordingly at 7 p.m., one 12, and two six-

oared cutters, containing about 35 men, and placed under the

orders of Lieutenant Edward Grey, first of the Adamant, as-

l by Lieutenant John Walker, and Lieutenant of marines,
John I >wen, of the same slop, and Lieutenant benjamin Symes
of tho Tremendous, put off from the Adamant, to execute the
service intrusted to them.

At about 8 p.m., the French batteries begin firing shots and
shells a1 the boats and at the Adamant, who was still working
up towards the object of attack. At about 9 p.m., just as the

boats were getting alongside of the Preneuse, two of herlaunches
filled with men, pulled from her towards the shore. Shortly
afterwards Lieutenant Grey and his party, under a heavy fire

still kept up from the batteries, gallantly boarded the French

frigate. Having removed Captain L'Hermite, 14 or 15 other

officers, and a few men, all that remained in her, and, greatly
to Lieutenant Grey's credit, saved as much as possible of the

private property belonging to them, Lieutenant Grey set fir< to

and destroyed lie Preneuse, and returned to the Adamant with-

out the loss of a man.

That the commanding officer in this gallant and well-executed
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boat-attack should not liave been rewarded with promotion
>a\-niirs nt' injustice ;

but we shall by-and-by come to a case in

which Lieutenant Grey's claims were still stronger, and yet, we
_

•

y,
\. • re overlooked.

<>n the 3rd of October, the 14-gnn brig-sloop Speedy, still

commanded by < laptain Jahleel Brenton, while nuining through
the gut of Gibraltar, observed several small vessels coming out
of Algesiras, apparently to molest a British convoy then in sight.
I letermined to defeat their plans, the Speedy stood towards them,
and soon discovered that they were not, as at iirst supposed,
Spanish gun-boats but Spanish coasters, eight in number, under
the protection of an armed cutter and schooner.

In a short time, two of the coasters, finding themselves nearly
overtaken by the Speedy, ran under the guns of a castle: a

prompt fire from which prevented Captain Brenton from bring-

ing them off. The Speedy, accordingly, stood on in chase, and
at 4 p.m., having passed under the shot of Tariffa castle, came
up with four others, just -entering a hay to the eastward of Cape
Trafalgar. One of the vessels immediately anchored under a

fort, and the three others under an old ruinous castle that ap-
peared only to have one gun mounted.

As it Mew v. ry heavy from the . astward, and the Speedy in

consequence was upon a lee shore, the brig could not with safety

approach nearer than 900 yards. Having here come to an
anchor, the Speedy opened her fire upon the castle and the

Is : and in a short time, as the castle made no return, com-

pelled the Spaniards to il andon theirvessels, after cutting their

cables that they might drift on shore. Captain Brenton imme-

diately sent Lieutenant Richard William 1'arker. with the boats,
to endeavour to bring off or destroy the vessels. Owing to the

Inavy surf that broke over them, it was found impracticable
i ither to get them afloat or set them on fire. At a considerable

however, the British succeeded in hoarding the vessels

and brought away or destroyed their fire-arms: leaving the

Is themselves, two of which were valuably laden, full of

water and compl I ek-.

It was not long en I aptain Brenton, in his little 4-pounder

brig, met with a fleet of more worthy antagonists ;
such as would

undoubtedly have overpowered the Speedy, had they possess) d

a tithe of the spirit which animated her officers and crew. ' to

the 6th of November, at 3 p.m.. while the Speedy was lying-to off

Europa point, to await the coming up of her convoy from tho

Tagus, consisting of the transport ship Unity, George Bobinson,
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master, with wine for the British fleet, and amerchant-brig bound
to Trieste, 12 Spanish gun-boats, two of which were schooners

carrying two long 24-pounders and 50 men each, and the re-

mainder lateen-rigged vessels with one _1 and 40 men each,hore
down from Algesiras to attack the Speedy and get possession of

her convoy.

Having sent his despatches on shore, Captain Brenton, at

3 h. 30 in. p.m., commenced firing on the gun-boats as they ad-

vanced towards the merchant-brig ;
but tin latter, coveredby the

Speedy's fire, bore up to the eastward and effected her escape.

At 5 p.m., li ml i ng themselves foiled in their attempts upon the

brig, the gun-boats bore up to capture the ship. The Speedy
bore up also ; and passing through the midst of the gun-boats,
near enough to carry away a part of their oars, poured in from

both sides so well-directed a tire of cannon and musketry, that

the Spaniards fled in confusion. At G r.M. the Unity, who,

notwithstanding that she had been exposed to a galling fire, had

manoeuvred with skill and steadiness, was out of danger ;
and at

6 h. 30 m. p.m. the gun-boats ran for shelter under the guns of

Fort Barbary.
In this very gallant exploit on the part of Captain Brenton,

who in his official letter bestows much praise upon Lieutenant

Parker, Mr. Marshall the master, and the remainder of his

officers and brig's company, the Speedy had most of her run-

ning-rigging shut away, her maintopsail-yard shot through, and

her fore-rigging much cut: she had also received so many shot,

in her hull below the water-line, that the water was up to her

lower-deck. With this serious damage, the loss on beard the

Speedy amounted to no more than two seamen killed and one

wounded.

Being, on account of the shot-holes in her larboard side, and
the direction oi' the wind, which blew strong from the westward,
unable to enter Gibraltar, the Speedy ran for Tetuan bay; where
uii the 7th, at 2 a.m., she came to an anchor, and commenced

stopping her numerous leaks. The Spanish gun-boats arc re-

nted to have losl I 1 men killed, besides several wounded;
and lour of the gun-boats, it appears, were seen from the rock

of I ribraltar to strike to the speedy.

Saving rendered herself seaworthy, the speedy stood across

the Strait, and anchored at Gibraltar. The following account

ct what followed we extract from a contemporary work, but

must preface it by stating, that the account of the Speedy's
action with the gun-boats is the most confused and imperfect of
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any that lias been published. Indeed, according to Captain
'.en. his brother sustained two separate attacks, on different

days: but, upon the authority of the Speedy's log, only one oc-

curred. "The captain and crew," says our contemporary,
•• were much out of humour with Ceneral O'Hara, the go-
vernor ; but when Captain Brenton waited on him, his excel-

1( my thus addressed him: 'I conclude, sir, you think I have

treated you very ill in not affording you a-sistanee; but I have

made arrangements with the governor of Algesiras, to prevent
this town being kept in a constant alarm and annoyance by the

Spanish gun-boats, which in consequence are never to be fired on

from the rock. There is the copy of a letter which I have written

to the admiralty, and I most sincerely wish you may obtain your

promotion.' The letter was so handsomely worded, that the

captain could say nothing about the transaction of the preceding-

night, and shortly afterwards he was promoted to the rank of

post-captain.
"

;

The Speedy's vigorous attack had created such a panic on
1 the gun-boats, that they remained three days under Fort

try, and then bore up for [Malaga, instead of standing
across to Algesiras; thus leaving the t rude through the Straits

unmolested tor two months, at tin- end oi' whuh. the Spaniards,

having recovered from their alarm, managed to get back to their

port.

Among the many weary hours to which a naval life is subject,

none sun ly can equal those passed onboard a stationary flag-

ship: illy in a port where there is a constant egress and

regress of crnic me -ailing forth to seek prizes, others

returning with prizes already in their possession. During the

whole of the year 1 7 '.
» 7 . and the greater part of 1798, the

gun ship. A' nny, as she lay moored in Port Royal
harbour, Jamaica, daily exposed her officers and men to these

tantalizing torments. At length it was suggested, that a small

tender, sent off the east end of the island, or even into Cow lay.

scarcely out of sight of the harbour, might acquire for the

parent-ship some share of the honours that were reaping by the

cruisers around her. A 3S-gun frigate's launch having been

obtained, and armed with a swivel in the bow, the next difficulty

was to find an officer who, to a willingness, could add the other

requisites, for so perilous and uncomfortablf a service. It was

not every man who would like to be cramped up night and day
'n an open boat, exposed to all kinds of weather, as well as tc

1 Brenton, vol ii., p. 490.



398 LIGHT SQUADKON'S A\l> SINGLE SKIPS. [1799.

the risk of being captured by sonic of the many picaroons that

infested the coast.

An acting-lieutenant of the Abergavenny, one on whom
nature had conferred an ardent mind, habit, an indifference

about personal comfort, and 18 or 20 years of active service, an

experience in all the duties of his profession, cheerfully con-

sented to take charge of the cruiser-boat. 3lr. Michael Fitton

soon gave proofs of his titness for the task he had undertaken
;

and the crew of the Abergavenny could now- and then greet a

prize of their own, among the many that dropped anchor near

them. "With a part of the funds thai a succession of prizes had

brought to the ship, a decked vessel was at length purchased:
with the fruits of her gains, another; and BO on. until the

schooner, whose little exploit we arc now about to record,

came, in her turn, to be the Abergavenny's tender.

On the 5th of October, the schooner Ferret, mounting six

3-pounders, with a crew of 45 men and boys, and commanded

by acting-lieutenant Michael 1 it ton. while cruising off the

north-cast end of Jamaica, discovered a large schooner, with

eight ports of a side, and an English ensign and p< ndant, bear-

ing down upon her. .Fudging from the immense size of the

ensign and length of the pendant (one large enough for a line-

of-battle ship, and the other longer than was worn by any
British man-of-war), thai she was an enemy's cruiser. Lieutenant

Fitton tacked to speak her. Resolved, at the same time, with
such apparent odds against him, to try for the weather-gage.

he trimmed his sails as if close-hauled, and yet edged B little off

the wind, to induce the schooner, who had now substituted

Spanish for English colours, to come into the tender's wake.

Saving a1 length got her there, the latter hauled up, and soon

weathered the Spaniard.
A brisk action now commenced, and lasted For half an hour;

when the privateer sheered off, and made sail. Lieutenant

Fitton immediately proceeded in chase, and at 11 p.m., with

the help of her sweeps, the Ferret again got alongside of the

privateer. The action was now renewed, and continued as long
as before; when the tender, having had her rigging and sails

much cut, ami being close in with San-Jago do Cuba, gave over

the chase. On account of the privateer's firing high, the Ferret

incurred no loss; but it was afterwards ascertained, by the

capture of some of the men belonging to the same privateer,

that the latter had 11 men killed and 20 wounded, out of a

crew of 100, and that she mounted fourteen G-pounders. The
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inhabitants of the east end of Jamaica were spectators of tho

test; and, seeing the disparity of force between the two
Is. and thai the Critish vessel followed the privateer to-

wards the Cuba shore, sent information to Port Royal that the

Abergavenny's tender had been captured.
It is not the sole misfortune under which the commanding

officer of a tender labours, that, while he incurs all the risk,
and all the responsibility, he only shares prize-money as one of

the lieutenants of the flag-ship: the case is harder where that

flag-ship remains idle in port, otherwise the prizes she might
make by cruising would perhaps afford to the tender's com-
mander a counterbalancing advantage. Another misfortune,
and one more Bensibly fell by an enterprising officer is, that his

little skirmishes with enemy's privateers, unless he fakes a
1 which the admiral or the captain of the flag-ship wishes

to have purchased into the service, or that some relative oi

protege' of the admiral or captain is on board the tender, arc

seldom noticed. Desirous as we have been to get at all these

9, we are satisfied that there are many, highly creditable
to the parties concerned, of which the public are yet in igno-
rance.

On the 11th of October, at 7h. 30m. a.m., the British 38-gun
frigate Revolutionnaire, Captain Thomas Twysden, cruising off

the coast of Ireland in a heavy gale from the south-south-west,
discovered to leeward and immediately chased a strange ship;

which, at 5 r.M.. after a run of 114 miles in the nine hours and
a half, hauled down her colours without, as it appears, making
any resistance, and proved to be the French privateer Bordc-

of Bordeaux, an extraordinarily fine ship, mounting 24 guns
on a flush deck, 16 of them long brass 12-pounders, and the re-

mainder brass 36-pounder carronades, with a complement ot

21 E men.
The Bordclais was of very large dimensions, measuring G25

tons, and was i Sti med one of the fastest sailing privateers out
of Trance. This was < nly her second cruise : in her former one
she had taken 29 valuable prizes. It was a singular coinci-

dence, not merely that the Bordelais was constructed by tho
same builder who had constructed the Revolutionnaire, but
that the builder, at a splendid dinner given by the owners of
the Bordelais to her officers soon after the termination of her
first trip, should have said, "England has not a cruiser that
will ever touch her except the Revolutionnaire; and, should
She ever fall in with that frigate in blowing weather, and be
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under her lee, she will be taken.*' 1 The Bordelais was added
to the British navy by the same name, and established with 22

carronades, 32-pounders, and two long nines, and a complement
of 195 men and boys.

< in the l'-th of October, at 10 p.m., the British ship-sloop

Ttincomale, of L6 guns, probably 6-pounders, and about 100

men and boys, Captain John Rowe, cruising in the Straits of

Babelmandel, fell in with the French ship privateer Iphigenie,
of 22 guns (16 long 8 and <> pounders, and tour 36-pounder
brass carronades), Captain Mabroux. A smart engagement
immediately ensued, and was warmly maintained for two hours,
when the combatants fell on board each other. Captain "Ma-

broux, placing great confidence in the number of his crew, had
had the Iphigenie's studdingsail-booms rigged out, and grappling-
irons placed at their extremities ready to board

; when, sud-

denly, the Trincomale, by some accident, blew up, leaving alive

of her officers and crew only one seaman and one lascar.

As the ships at the time of the explosion, touched each other,

the shock stove in the side of the privateer, and forced the main
and mizen masts clear out of her. In a very few minutes the

Iphigenie went down, and with her about J L5 officers and men.
The remainder of the French crew, consisting of about 30 or 35,

saved themselves on pieces of the wreck. Several of the crew
of the Pearl Indiaman, which the Iphigenie had taken on the

7th of the month, and was in company and being engaged by
the Comet Company's cruiser, perished in her. Owing to 80m<

unexplained cause, the Pearl escaped from the Comet, and

reached the Isle of France in safety.

On the I It'n of October the British 18-gun ship-sloop Echo,

Captain Robert Philpot, cruising off Porto-Rico, chased into

Lagnadille bay, at the north-west end of the island, the French

letter-of-marque brig Buonaparte, carrying twelve 4-pounders
and .".'i men, commanded by citizen Pierre Martin, enseigne do

vaisseau. Seeing several vessels at anchor in the bay. Captain

Philpot, on the 15th, Bent the pinnace and jolly-boat, under the.

command of Lieutenants Charles Frederick Napier and John

James Porie, to attempt to cut some of them out. Tbe boat-

arrived too late to effecttheir purpose, but were fortunate enough
to capture a Spanish brig, from Canana, in South America, to

Old Spain, laden with cocoa and indigo, and mounting two

4-pounders, with 'JO men.

On the 16th, in the evening, the same two boats, now com-
1 Marshall, vol ii., p. 205.



».]
JTOBE OF THE THETIS. 401

manded by Lieutenant Napier and Mr. Wood the boatswain,

and containing between them 16 men, officers included, pulled
into the bay to cut out what they could. On the 17th. at about

2 a.m.. the boats arrived at the anchorage; where they found

the brig which they had chased in on the 14th, moored within

half a cable's length of the shore, with her broadside presented
to the sea. and protected by two field-pieces, and by one

18-pounder and some smaller carriage-guns, placed on the beach.
In spite of this formidable preparation, the British in the

boats did not hesitate an instant, but boarded the Buonaparte
on the bow. the French and Spaniards, who were all upon deck

with matches lighted and guns primed, making the best of their

way down the hatchways. By the time the boats' crews had

cut the cables of their prize, the guns on the beach opened a

fire on them. The third shot sank the pinnace, while she was
ahead towing the jolly-boat, but not a man in her was hurt.

The Buonaparte was several times hulled; but, a light breeze

springing up from the land, her captors soon escaped with her

out of gun-shot.
The prize was a fine copper-bottomed American-built brig,

and had on board a valuable cargo, which she was carrying to

Curacoa. When the disparity of force is considered, the suc-

of the attack must be pronounced highly creditable

to Lieutenant Napier and Mr. Wood, and the few seamen they
commanded; fewer than would have been sent had Captain

Bhilpot been aware of the force and preparation of the enemy.
It is due to justice to state, that .M. Martin, at the time his

1 sum udered, was not on board of her: he was on shore,

lending his aid at the battery.
(>n the 15th of October, at 8 p.m., in latitude 44° 1' north,

fcude 12 35' west, the British 38-gun frigate Naiad, Captain
William Pierrepont, discovered and chased two frigates; which
at midnight Were ascertained to be enemies, and which were, in

fact, tli-- Spanish 34-gun frigates Santa-Brigida, Captain Don
Antonio Pillon, and Thetis, < iaptain 1 Ion .hum de Mendoza, from

-Cruz, with a cargo of specie, bound to any port in Spain
which they could fetch, and now steering to the south-east with

the wind right aft.

Regard! ss of the apparent odds against her, the Xaiad con-

tinued the pursuit under all sail, and, at 3 h. 30 m. a.m..
1 on the

16th, discover, d a third large ship in the BOUth-west, which soon

made herself known as the 38-gun frigate Ethalion, Captaii
1 The gazette-account is rendered somewhat obscure by this being made

"
p.m.'

VOL. II. 2 D
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James Young, and who, bearing up, joined in the chase. Just

as tlif day broke the British 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Alcrnene,

Captain Henry Digby, joined from tlie westward; and shortly

afterwards the 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Triton, Captain John

Gore, made her appearance astern.

At 7 a.m. thr two Spanish frigates, for their safety, took

rent routes: on which Captain Pierrepont, who was the

senior offic< r. directed the leading British frigate, the l'.thalion,

to pass the sternmosl frigate, and stand on for the headmost,
which was the Thetis. At 9 a.m. the l'.thalion, being within

random-shot of the Santa-Brigida, tired a few guns at her in

passing, and compelled her to steer a course still further from

her consort. The Ethalion then, as she had been ordered, con-

tinued in chase of the Thetis, and owing to her good sailing

gained upon her so, that at 11 h. 30 m. a.m. the Thetis, having
no other alternative, bore up athwart the bows of the Ethalion,

at the distance of only half musket-shot. The British frigate

quickly wore, and bestowed upon her opponent two well-directed

broadsides. At length, after a running fightof one hour, in which

the Ethalion had not a man hurt, ami the Thetis no more than one

killed and nine wounded, the latter hauled down her colours.

The Thetis had on board specie to the following amount :

333 boxes containing each 3000 dollars, four boxes containing
each 2385 dollars. '.)3 boxes containing each 4<A>0 dollars, one

box containing, besides 1000 dollars, two doubloons, and 90 half-

doubloons, of gold; making, altogether, 1,385,202 dollars, equal
at 1 . 6 I. the dollar, to 31 L,690Z. Bterling.

The Santa-Brigida, whin Bhe altered her course, as related

above, bore up to the southward, and, early on the morning of

the iTth,
1 succeeded by her last sailing in rounding ('ape

Pinisterre. To accomplish this, the Santa-Brigida had run so

close i" the reeks oil .Monte I,ora, that at 5 a.m. the Triton, who
was the fust in pursuit, and then going at the rate of seven

knot-, struck upon tin m. The Triton, however, soon got off;

and at 7 a.m. commenced an animated lire at the Spanish

frigate; the A 1 • 111ne doing t lie same, and steering so as to cut

off the Santa Brigida, who had just before thrown overboard her

anchors and boats, from Porl de Yidre. At 8 A.M. the three

British frigates closed with the Spanish frigate amidst the rocks

of ( lommarurtoal the entrance ot Dluros; whereupon the Santa-

1 In the Naiad's log, bni I8ti in Pierre- the 16th," as v e by log, the 16th,

pont's letter ; in which, also, the Brat ap- by this silly and perplexing ci

two Spanish frigates is since abolished), commencing at noon on

.iiuied to have i" i' "on tlie evening of the 16th.
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ejida, after a bra-, stance, preceded by the most skillul

efforts to escape, hauled down her colours.

The Triton had cue seaman wounded, and received consider-

able damage from striking on the rocks. The Alcmene had one
nan killed, and one petty officer and eight seamen wounded.

The Naiad did not get near enough to sustain any loss
;
nor bad

the Santa-firigida herself any more than twu seamen killed and
_ t wounded.
All fonr ships were over foul ground ; but. a breeze springing

up from the shore, they were enabled to put their heads to the
While the prisoners were exchanging, four large ships, one

with a broad \< ndant, came out of \ if with the intention

of attacking the British frigates. The latter immediatebj
ready to receive th< m; but the Spaniards, owing to some un-

explain i.iy put back to their pert.

On the 21st the Thetis, and on the following day the Santa-

la. in company with the frigates which had captured them,
arrived at Plymouth. The cargo of the Santa-Brigida consisted

oftv. -' i>f cochineal, Uo of cocoa, and
jar. of th>- estimated value, altogether, of about 5000/.

This frigate bad al- ontaining each 3000 dollars,

of dollars, and many others of uncertain number, and
three kegs likewise uncertain. Neither the Santa-Brigida nor
the Tli-

•

"

jiblefcrthe British navy: then
chief ami almost only value was in the cargoes they carried.

A- id. rs may feel an interest in these matters, we will

show how tl. a subsequently disposed of. < >n the
28th and 29th, I j on which the two cargoes were landed,
G3 artillery wag scorted by horse and foot soldiers and
armed seamen and marines, and accompanied by bands of music
and an immense concom ople, conveyed the treasures to
the dun. the citadel of Plymouth. Th< nee. towards the
latter end ol

v
- it was removed to London, with all the

pomp and ceremony usual <.n such occasions, and Mas finally
;

. in the bank of England. The share of prize-money
which each iv< d for the Spanish frigates, exclusive of

the value of their hulls, stores, masts, &c, appears to have I

as follows :
—
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One could wish that, in cases of this kind, it were the practice

to give to the officers of the captured ships a portion, at least, of

the freight that they probably would have received from their

own government, had they carried home the treasure with which

their ships were laden. Its comparatively small amount would

scarcely be felt by one party, and yet might contribute greatly

to the relief of the other.

On the 20th of October, at 5 r.M., Cape Ortugal bearing

south-west, distant eight or nine leagues, the British 18-pounder

32-gun frigate Cerberus, Captain James Macnamara, discovered

a fleet to windward, which proved to be a Spanish convoy of

80 vessels, in charge of the 40-gun frigate Ceres (18-pounders),
and 34-gun frigates Diana, Esmeralda, Mercedas, and another,

and twro brig-corvettes, bound to the north-east coast of Spain.

Undismayed at their formidable appearance, the Cerberus imme-

diately stood towards them, and at 8 p.m., having approached
to windward of and hailed a frigate who was ahead and some-

what detached from her convoy, commenced the action ;
and

that at such close quarters' that the two ships almost touched

each other.

Not dreaming of an enemy so near, the Spanish frigate

seemed more desirous to join her consorts to leeward than to

engage the Cerberus, and consequently returned but feebly the

latter's fire. The instant the Spanish frigate made sail, the

Cerberus, to frustrate her intention of joining her consorts, wore

round, and engaged her to leeward, by 8h. 30 m. p.m., the

Cerberus had silenced the fire of her opponent, but was pre-

vented from taking possession of her, by the near approach of

the four other frigates. \t 9 p.m., on hauling up to avoid being

raked, the Cerberus fell on board the leading frigate of those

advancing, and carried away the latter's maintopsai] yard. This

li-esh frigate, replacing the one which had been so beaten, now
opened her fire on the Cerberus, and a smart cannonade ensued

between them. Soon afterwards a third frigate took pari in the

action, and the Cerberus had frequently to tire both broadsides

at once.

At 9h. 30 m, p.m., Captain Macnamara deeming it time to con-

sult the safety of his ship. ih< < ierberus wore, and endeavoured to

gel clear of her numerous foes; by whom, al LOh. 30 m. p.m., she

was nearly surrounded. The Cerberus very soon afterwards

hauled to the wind, and effected her escape. At 11 p.m. she

captured a brig, one of the convoy : hut. as the Spanish frigates

were within a mile of her, the Cerberus was obliged to be con-



...]
CERBERUS AND FIVE SPANISH FRIGATES. 405

tented with Betting the brig on fire
,
a service which Lieutenant

Hassard Stackpoole, in spite of a strong wind and heavy sea,

promptly executed.

The damages of the Cerberus were confined to her sails and

ing, and her loss amounted to only four men wounded.

This was attributed to the state of confusion in which the Spa-

nish frigates were
;
some of them are represented to have fired,

towards the latter part of the engagement, whole broadsides

without shot. Had the 3S-gun frigate Aivthusa, Captain Tho-

mas Wolley, who had parted company from the Cerberus only

the preceding day, been present, the obviously unprepared state

of the five Spanish frigatesrenders it probable, that two of them,
at least, would have been carried oil' by the British.

We have already given an account of the horrid manner in

which the British 12-pounder 32-gun frigate llermione came

into the hands of the Spaniards at La Guayra, a fortified sea-

port of Terra Firma.1 The Spaniards afterwards repaired and

fitted to sea tli< ir Bhamefully-acquired prize. In the British

Bervice the Bermione, a-shipof 715 tons, had mounted, with her

carronad _uns; but the Spaniards, it appears, gave her

44; to do which, they must have cut at least four additional

ports. Her complement had been 220. This was increased to

exclusive of a detachment of soldiers and artillery-men

numbering 72
;

and the command of the frigate thus strongly

armed and manned was given to Hon Baimond dc Chalas.

In the month of September, 1799, intelligence reached Ad-

miral Sir Hyde Parker, the British commander-in-chief at the

island of Jamaica, that the Hermione was about to sail from

Puerto-Cabello, whence- she had recently arrived from Aux-

Cayes in the island of St. l'omingo, bound, through the channel

between the island of Amba and Cape San-Kotuan, to Havana.

For the purpose of intercepting the Spanish frigate in this her

voyage, the admiral detached from Port Royal, on the 20th of

the month, the 28-gun frigate Surprise, Captain Edward Hamil-

ton. This ship had been the French "
24-gun corvette

"
Unite,

and mounted, when captured by the Inconstant frigate, in April,
17'."".. 32 guns. On being fitted out in the British service, the

Surprise was made a 28-gun frigate, and armed with 24 carron-

ades, 32-pounders, on her main deck, and eight carronades, Im-

pounders, with two if not four long fours or sixes, on the quar-
ter-deck and forecastle : total, at the least, 34 guns. Her net

complement, like that of her class, was 197 men and boys
1
Seep. 116.
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Although a ship of only 579 tons, the Surprise was fitted with a

36-gun frigate's mainmast, but with the fore and mizen masts of

a '_'
s

. This was a plan of Captain Hamilton's
; and, thus ripped,

the Surprise appears not to have been complained of as a sailer.

It appears that Captain Hamilton proposed io Sir Hyde
Parker a1 Jamaica, to attempt the cutting out of the Ilermione

if the commander-in-chief would add a barge and 20 nun to the

crew of the Surprise; but Sir Hyde thought the service too des-

perate, and refused the request. The next morning Captain
Hamilton sailed under sealed orders to be opened off the east end
of Jamaica. Arriving there. Captain Hamilton found directions

to proceed off Cape Delia- Yella, on the Spanish main, a point of

land about 60 or 80 leagues to leeward of Puerto Cabello, in

which port the Hermione was anchored. The orders further in-

structed Captain Hamilton to remain off the Cape as long; as his

provisions, wood, and water would allow, and to endeavour to

intercept the Eermione, supposed to be bound to the Havana.

Accordingly Captain Hamilton proceeded to his station, and
there remained several weeks: when, finding his provisions

growing short, and not certain but that the Ilermione mighl
have eluded Ins vigilance during the night, he resolved, before he

returned to Jamaica, to ascertain if the frigate was still in Puerto

Cabello, and accordingly he worked to windward for that

purpose.
On the 21st of October, in the evening, the Surprise arrived

off the harbour of Puerto Cabello. and discovered the Ilermione

moored head and stern between two strong batteries situated at

the entrance of the harbour, said to mount nearly 200 guns, with

her sails bent and ready for

Captain Hamilton having stood within gun-shot of the enemy
on t lie 2 1st of October, continued off and on until the evening of

the 24th, he nevi r bavmg mentioned one word of his intentions

to any officer on board the ship until thatevening after his dinner,
when he detailed his plans to tin- officers present, and desired

them to second bis wishes when he addi ssed the ship's com-

pany. After quarters, the hands were Bent aft, and Captain
Hamilton reminding his crew of the frequent successful enter-

prises thej bad undertaken, concluded a stirring address, nearly
thus: "

I find it useless to wait any longer; we shall soon be.

obliged to leave the station, and thai frigate will become the

prize of some more fortunate Bhipthan the Surprise; our only

prospect of success is by cutting her out this night." (Three

tremendous cheers convinced Captain Hamilton that his men
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would follow him and were eager for the service.) "I Bhall

lead you myself," he continued,
" and here are the orders for

\ boate to be employed, with the names of the officers and

men to be engaged in this service."

The crews were instantly mustered, and everything placed in

readiness for the service. Every man was to be dressed in blue,

and no white of any kind to be seen. The pass-word was Bri-

tannia ; the answer, Ireland. At half-past seven the boats were

hoisted out. the crews mustered, and all prepared. The boarders

to take the first spell at the oars, to be relieved as they

neared the Hermione by the regular crews, proceeding in two

divisions; tip first consisting of the pinnace launch and jolly-

boat, to b-ord on the starboard (or inside) bow, gangway and

quarter ;
the second division, consisting of the gig, black and

red cutter.-, to hoard on the outside or larboard bow. gangway
and quarter. The captain to command in the pinnace, having

with him the gunner, Mr. John Maxwell, one midshipman, and

16 men. The launch, under the orders of Li< atenant Wilson,

contained one midshipman and 24 men
;
the jolly-boat to con-

tain one midshipman, the carpenter, and eight men
;
thesel

d the lirst division. The pinnace was to board on the

starboard gangway, the launch on the starboard bow
;
to retain

three mi who were to cut the bower cable, for which purpose

a platform \. ted over her quarter, and sharp axes pro-

vided. The jolly-boat to board on the starboard quarter, to

cut tin stern cable, and to send two men aloft to loose the

mizentopsail. The gig, with 16 men, to board on the larboard

how. under the directions of Mr. John M'MuUen the surgeon,

to send four men aloft to loose the foretopsail, and to take

good care to cut the bunt-lines and clew-lines, and to foot the

sail well clear of the top rim. The black cutter, under the

command of Lieutenant Hamilton (no relation whatever to the

captain), with tin' acting marine officer, M. de la Tour du Pin,

ami with 16 men in all. to board on the larboard gangway. The

red cutter under tin- command of the boatswain, and contain-

ing likewise L6 men, to hoard on the larboard quarter. Each

division to bo in tow. The concluding orders to the who)

being, that in tin- ev< at of reaching tin- ship undiscovered, only

the boarders were to board ; the crews to remain in the boats,

and take the ship in tow directly the cables wore cut, hook ropes

being provided for such emergemy. If, however, the enemy,

always watchful when an adversary was near, should be pre-

pared, and see the advancing boats, and thus destroy any favour-
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able approach, then the crews of each boat were to board, and
each man lend his best aid in the perilous enterprise. The ren-

dezvous to be on the Ilermione's quarter-deck. Such were the

orders of Captain Hamilton— clear, impossible to be mistaken,
and yet m>t s<» conclusive as to have rendered a failure improba-
ble; nay, a circumstance did arise which nearly frustrated the

whole.

From the moment of quitting the Surprise, till the llermione

was boarded, Captain Hamilton never losl sigbi of her for an
instant : he stood up in the pinnace with his night-glass, by the

aid of which he steered a direct course towards the frigate.

When within a mile of the Jlermione the advancing boats were

discovered by two gun-boats armed with a long gun each. The
instant the English were discovered, the alarm was given, and
the tiring commenced. Captain Hamilton instantly cut off the

tow, gave three cheers, and pushed for the frigate, concluding
that all would do the same, and that the concentrated force

might reach the llermione at one moment, leaving the Spanish

gun-boats, as too trilling an opposition when so much was at

stake
;
but in this idea Captain Hamiltonwas deceived, for some

of the boats immediately engaged the gun-boats, and by this

disobedience of orders nearly caused the failure of the gallant.

enterpri
The alarm created by the firing soon awakened the crew of

the Sermione to the meditated attack. Lights were seen at

every port, and the ship's company were at quarters, ready for

immediate service. < 'n the pinnace crossing the frigate's 1><>\vs

in order to reach her station, a shot was fired from the fore-

castle, which passed over her, whilst a rope which ran from

the bows of the Bermione, to the buoy over her anchor, caught
the rudder of the pinnace, and stopped her. The coxswain

reported the boat <"/''"""</ ; but Captain Hamilton knew that

to be impossible, as the frigate was evidently afloal
;
he desired

the coxswain therefore to unship the rudder, but as the star-

board oars of the pinnace touched the bends of the llermione,

Captain Hamilton gave the orders to lay in the oars and board,

the boat being then under the starboard cat-head and fore-

chains, laying bead and stern with the frigate. The crew

obeyed the word instantly, and the captain would have been the

first on board; but from some mud on the anchor, which was

hanging from the cat and shank painter, and which had been

weighed that day, his foot slipped, bu1 he retained his hold on

the foremost lanyard of the fore-shrouds, by which he recovered
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himself, his pistol going off iu the struggle. Having succeeded

nrmtg a footing on the forecastle, the English freed the fore-

sail ready for bending and hauling out to the yard-arms, laying
<>vtt the forestay, and this served for an excellent screen to

these few daring men now aboard. On advancing to the break

of the forecastle, the English were much astonished to find the

crew of the Hermioue at quarters on the main deck, and firing

at some object which their tears had magnified into two frigates

coining to attack them, and still unconscious that the enemy
was actually on board. Not so those on the quarter-deck, who,

when Captain Hamilton, the gunner, and 14 men pushed on the

starboard gangway, having cleared the forecastle, prepared to

give a warm reception, they formed themselves in a compact

body, and advanced to dispute the possession of the gangway,
with the gunner and his party leaving the.quarter-deck unoccu-

: bul the surgeon's party, forgetting the order to rendez-

nii tie- quarter-deck, followed the Spaniards as they ad-

vanced on the starboard gangway, thus placing them between

fires, from which -they suffered severely: still, however,

the Spaniards advanced and succeeded in beating back the

gunner's party, and of gaining possession of the forecastle. In

the mean time <

iaptain Hamilton was alone on the quarter-deck,

waiting the arrival of those who as yet had not boarded, when

he was attacked by four Spaniards, one of whom felled him to

the deck by a blow from tiie butt of his nuisket. He fell on

the combing of the after hatchway stunned by the blow, which

even broke the weapon which inflicted the wound. The timely

arrival of two or three of the Surprise's men saved their captain,

who. ring from the blow, hud soon sufficient occupation in

•:inur the attempts of the Spaniards to gain the quarter-deck

by means of the after-hatchway, and at this critical moment
ML tie la Tour da I'in boarded with the marines from the

black cutter over the larboard gangway, and gave a favourable

turn to the then noi over-promising affair.

It appears from Mr. Hamilton's account, that when he first

attempted to board, his men mounted the gangway steps, fol-

lowing their officer, who, as he advanced up the side, was

knocked down : his fall occasioned that of the men on the steps,

and some were much injured by this retrograde movement.

They instantly shoved off and tried the other side, and this not

succeeding, they returned again to the larboard gangway, and

at last accomplished their desires. The marines were instantly

formed; a volley was fired down the after hatchway, and the
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gallant English rushed down with bayonets fixed on the main

deck. About 60 Spaniards retreated to the cabin and surren-

dered ; they were instantly secured, and the doors closed. The

fighting still continued on the main deck and under the fore-

castle. By this time the carpenter had cut the stern cable, and

the ship was canting bead to wind, when thebower cable, which

ought to have been cut before, had the launch instead of idling

with the gun-boats been at her proper station, was cut, the fore-

topsail was loose, the boats had the frigate in tow. and the

gunner and two men, all three severely wounded, stood at the

wheel and Bteered the ship; and tln.se can best comprehend the

feelings of Captain Hamilton and his few brave companions—
when the forctopsail tilled, the mizcntopsail became useful, and

the Hermione was standing out of Puerto-Cabello—who have

been engaged in enterprises of this sort, and who have had their

exertions crowned by success.

The batteries now opened upon the frigate, the main and

spring stays were shot away, the gaff came down, several shot

took effect below the water-line, and Antonio, the Portuguese
coxswain of the gig, who spoke Spanish, reported that he over-

heard the Spaniards making preparations and resolutions to

blow up the frigate. A few muskets tired down the hatchway
restored quiet ;

and by one o'clock, nearly one hour after the

pinnace had boarded, all opposition ceased, and the Hermione

was a prize. At 2 a.m., the ship being out of gun-shot from

the batteries and in complete possession of the captors, Hie tow-

in- boats W( i'e called alongside. It was now, for the fust time,

that the people from them set their feet on board the frigate.

In effect Ing this surprising capture, the British sustained so

comparatively slight a loss as 12 wounded,
1
including Captain

Hamilton, by several contusions but not dangerously, and Mr.

Maxwell, the gunner, dangerously and in several places. Of

their 365 in crew, the Spaniards had 1 L9 killed and '.'7 wounded,

mosi of them dangerously. The survivors were afterwards put

on boa ril a captured sehooni r, and landed at Puerto-Cabello.

It is impossible to do justice to < 'aptain Hamilton, the gunner
Mr. Maxwell, and the first boarders from the pinnace; they were

unsupported for more than t< O minutes, and this gallant handful

of men succeeded in poss< Bsing themselves of the quarter-deck.

The history of naval warfare, from the earliest time to this date,

1 Mr. Marshall, by mistake (vol. L, p. bad hen killed nine days before in cut-

826), has included in the lOBB OD this OC- lie
|

me vessels at the island of

casion acting Lieutenant John Bosey, who Aruba.
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affords no parallel to this dashing affair: it was no surprise, no

ore* ping upon tin- sleepy unawares; the crew of the frigate were

at quarters, standing to their guns, aware of the attack, armed,

prepared, in readiness; and that frigate was captured by the

crewe of thret boats, the first success being gained by sixteen

men. It is useless to waste words in endeavouring to do justice

to Captain Hamilton, Mr. Maxwell, and Mr. M'Mullen: the first

received an adequate reward in the honour of knighthood, the

second received a Bword from the lieutenants, and the third

shared prize-money with that class ;
but the best record of this

will-planned, well-executed, daring, gallant enterprise, is to be

found in the Painted Hall at Greenwich Hospital—there it re-

mains to gratify the eyes of all who are willing to do justice to

English seamen and their gallant command r.

tain Hamilton, with his prize in company, made sail for

Jamaica, and on the 1st of November anchored in Tort Royal.

Havingwhile in t lie Spanish service undergone a thorough repair,

the Hermione was immediately restored to her former rank in

the British navy ;
at first under the new name, as given to her

by Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, of Retaliation, but subsequently,

on her return to England, under the more appropriate name of

Retribution.

The recovery of a frigate, so infamously acquired by the

Spaniards a- the Hermione, could not fail to be gratifying to

the re-captors: h<>w much more so must it have been, when the

achievement was effected under circumstances so transcendently

glorious i" tin- British name and character. Undoubtedly, the

cutting <»ut of the Hermione, by Captain Hamilton and his brave

shipmates, stands at the head of that desperate class of services
;

and on no occasion was the honour ofknighthood more deservedly

-.wed. than upon him who had planned, conducted, and hied

in the attack.

tain Hamilton's wounds, indeed, although not vitally dan-

gerous, were of a wr\ Berious nature, and merit a more particular

account than we have given of them. He first received atremem-

dous Mow from the butt-end of a musket, which broke over his

head and knocked him s> useless on the deck; he next received

a severe Babre-wound on the left thigh, another wound by a pike

on the right thigh, and a contusion on the right shin-bone by a

grape-shot. One of his fingers was much cut. and his loins and

kidneys were BO much bruised, that he still at times requires the

best medical advice and assistance.

Owing probably to the severity of his wounds, Captain
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Hamilton, in his official letter, has not given a very explicit

account of an achievement thai has done him so much honour.

He does not name an officer as present in the attack, except the

surgeon and gunner ;
and yet he disclaims any intention of

making an exception by Baying, "Every officer and man on

this expedition behaved with an uncommon degree of valour

and exertion.''

"In the month of April, 1800," .-ays Mr. Marshall, "Sir

Edward Hamilton, returning home in the Jamaica packet for

the cure of his wounds, was captured by a privateer and carried

into a French port; from whence he was sent to Paris, where

he was taken particular notice of by Buonaparte, who at length

agreed to his being exchanged for six midshipmen."
1

Previously

to his departure from Jamaica, the house of assembly of that

island, with its accustomed liberality, voted Captain Hamilton a

sword of 300 guineas value; and, on his arrival in England after

his exchange, the common council of London voted him the

freedom of their city.

On the 24th of October, at 1 p.m., the British 12-pounder

32-gun frigate Orpheus, Captain William Hills, being on her

passage from the island of Ternate, one of the Moluccas, to the

Straits of Banca, discovered ami chased two sail off Togolanda ;

which eventually proved to be the Dutch India-company's ships

Zeelast and Zeevraght, each mounting 22 guns of different cali-

bers, and laden with rice, powder, shut, gun-carriages, and other

Btores; the first having a crew of -12 men, commanded by Cap-
tain Pieter Janson, and th< other a crew of 33 men, commanded

by Captain Pieter Mense.

At 3 p.m. it fell calm, and the Orpheus had to hoist out all

her boats to tow. At 5 p.m., on a breeze springing up, the

frigate casl off the boats, and made all sail, but did not arrive

up with the ships until 3 h. 45 m. p m. ; when, having one on

each bow, the Orpheus opened her lire upon the two, and in a

quarter of an hour compelled them to surrender; the Zeelast

with the loss of one man killed, and the Zeevraght of six

men wounded. The < brpheus herself had also one of her best

B< ami D killed while employed in the main top, and live seamen

wounded.
On the L5th of November, at daybreak, the south-west end of

Porto-Rico bearing north-easl distant 10 or 12 leagues, the

British 18-pounder 36-gun frigate Crescent, Captain "William

Grenville Lobb, and 16-gun ship-sloop, Calypso, Captain Joseph
1 Marshall, vol i., p. 827.
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Raker, having in charge a convoy from England and Cork bound
t • .1 im lie :. fell in with a Spanish Bquadron, consisting of the

m Bhip Asia, Commodore Don Francesco Biontes, 40-gun

L8-ponnder) Anfitrite, Captain Don Diego Yillogomez,
and L6-gun Bbip-corvette Galgo, Captain Don Josef de Arias,

from Santo Domingo bound to Havana.

The two former of those ships b» ing directly in the course of

the convoy to leeward standing on the larboard tack, Captain
Lobb ma signal for his charge to haul to the wind on the

starboard tack. Meanwhile the Calypso, followed by the Cres-

cent, stood on ahead to reconnoitre the strangers; and, on dis-

covering them to be enemies, made the signal to that effect to

the convoy. Ordering the Calypso by signal to chase north-

west, the direction in which lay the body of the convoy, the

bore up to within random-sip. t of the Spanish 64 and
•

_ re in th- to draw them from the merchantmen. At

K. the Asia and Anfitrite tacked towards the convoy:

immediately on winch the signal was made for the vessels to

di~]
•

About this time the Spanish corvette was observed standing

ships of the convoy which had hauled their wind. To
relic rescent hauled her wind : a manoeuvre which

everyway- me not only captured and carried

off the Galgo, hut induced the Asia and Anfitrite- to discontinue

the chase of the leewardmost vessels, and haul up also, in the

vain hope to save their companion. Mori over, while the Calypso
ran off to leeward with one part of the convoy, the Crescent

and her prize led the other pari to windward : and in less than

a week afterwards the whole convoy, except one ship, the

General Goddard, were at anchor in Port Royal, Jamaica. In

this case, what. -v. rwe may think of the indeterminate behaviour

and. ent of Commodore DonFrancisco Montes,
we cannot but admin- the prompt decision and skilful manoeuvres

of Captain Lobb.

On the 22nd of November, at 5 p.m., the British hired cutter

Courier, of 12 long 4-pound< ra and 40 men, Lieutenant Thomas
-

rle, cruising off Flushing, observed a suspicion- sail bring-to

a bark. The cutter immediately hauled her wind in chase, and

as Bhe passed the bark, learnt from her that the other vessel was
a French privateer. The Courier thereupon crowded sail in

pursuit ; and on the 23rd, at 9 a.m. Lowestoffe bearing north-

west by west distant 1" or 12 leagues, succeeded in overtaking

the French cutter-privateer Guerrier, of 14 long 4-pounders and
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44 men, commanded by Citizen Felix L. Lallemand. A warm
and close action ensued, and lasted 50 minutes, when the Guer-

rier struck her colours.

The Courier had her master, Mr. Stephen Marsh, killed at the

commencement of the action, and two Beamen wounded, the

Guerrier, four killed and six wounded. These, as is evident

without the aid of a tabular statement, were a well-matched

pair of combatants; and the action was manfully sustained

on both sides. Shortly after his capture of this privateer,
Lieutenant Searle obtained that promotion to which, by his pre-
vious gallantry on more than one occasion, he had fully entitled

himself.

On the 24th of November, at daybreak, the British 12-pounder

32-gun frigate Solebay, Captain Stephen Poyntz, cruising off

the island of St. Domingo, discovered four vessels under easy
sail in the north-west or windward quarter. Although rather

scattered, owing to a strong gale which had blown during the

night, the strangers were a French squadron, composed of the

Egyptien, an armed store-ship having a broad pendant and two
rows of ports, out of the upper of which she carried 18 long
brass 12-pounders and two brass 3G-pounder carronades, with a

complement of 137 men
;

the ship-corvette Eole, of 16 long
brass 8-pounders and two brass 36-pounder carronades, and a

crew of 107 men, the brig-corvette Levrier, of L2 lung brass

8-pounders and 96 men, and the schooner Vengeur (late

Charlotte, British), of eight lung brass 6-pounders and 91 men.
This squadron had recently arrived at Cain Francois from

Bochefort, and was now bound on a particular service to

Jacracl.

At 6 a.m.. after making sonic signals which convinced Captain

Poyntz that the squadron was French, the Egyptien set all

sail, and, accompanied by her consorts, steered towards Cape
Tiburon. The Solebay, crowding sail also, followed in pursuit,
and kept watching for an opportunity to separate a force which,
while it remained united, was too formidable to be attacked.

By 2 P.M. the wind had very much decreased
;
but the Solebay,

being the weathermost ship, continued to feel its influence in a

considerable degree, while the Egyptien and her consorts lay

nearly becalmed, and were still much disunited, the commodore
and the brig being to windward, and the second ship and the

scl ner at some distance to leeward. Thus favoured, the

frigate ran between the two divisions; and, closing with the two

weathermost vessels, captured them in succession after a slight
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tance. Observing the fate cf their commodore, the ship

and Bchooner to leeward now endeavoured, bya light air of wind

which then sprang up, to effect their escape; but they were

soon overtaken by the Sol bay, and, after receiving a few of her

shot, hauled down their colours.

Thus were taken, at one time, four French vessels, mounting
between them 58 guns and manned with 431 men, by a British

frigate mounting at the most 38 guns, with a crew of about 212

men: and all without a casualty on either side. In this affair,

so highly creditable to the officers and crew of the Solebay, no

gazette-letter was published: we therefore suppose that none

transmitted to Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, the commander-

in-chief on the station. If an omission of this kind affected

only the individual who was the cause of it, no one would have

a right to complain ; but, onboard a frigate especially, there are

several commissioned officers whose main hope of advancement

in their profession may be for ever blighted by such an apparent

neglect in their captain. In this very instance, Lieutenant

Robert Scott, first of the Solebay, was not made a commander
until three years after the capture of the Egyptien and her three

consorts; and yet there can be little doubt that he would have

been promoted immediately, had the usual letter been transmitted

to the admiralty. We presume, however, that the board did,

at a subsequent day. become acquainted with the particulars of

the Solebay s performance, as Admiral Parker was directed to

signify to Captain l'oyntz their lordships' high approval of his

conduct.
< ine only of the four vessels captured by the Solebay was

found calculated to serve in the British navy. The Eole, or

Eolan. as named in Steel, a fine fast-sailing corvette of 395 tons,

became afterwards the L8-gun ship-sloop Nimrod, and continued

for several years to be an active cruiser.

' (n the 3rd of December, in the morning, the British 18-gun

brig-sloop Racoon (16 carronadeB, ."-'-pounders, and two long

Bixes), Captain Robert Lloyd, being about five miles from

Dover, observed an enemy*s lugger board a merehant-brig.

Instantly the Racoon made sail, and. alter a running fire of

about 40 minutes, laid the lugger alongside. A smart fire was

then maintained by both vessels, until the lugger, which was
Hi'- [ntrepide, of Calais, mounting 16 guns (probably 4-pounders),
with a crew of 60 men, having had her foremast and bowsprit
shot away, and being otherwise much damaged, struck hei

colours.
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The Eacoon had all her fore shrouds on the starboard side

shot away, and her foremast badly wounded : her loss, however,
was trifling, amounting, out of her crew of 120 men and boys, to

only two wound* d, the captain (slightly) and one seaman. The
loss of the Intrepide amounted to 13 killed and wounded ; a loss

which, coupled with the privateer's disabled state, proves how

resolutely her commander, Citizen Saillard, his officers and crew,

had defended their vessel, and that, too, against an opponent of

a most decided superiority of force. The injured state of tlie

Bacoon's foremast prevented her from pursuing the brig; which

was the Melcombe, from London to Plymouth, with malt. The

Intrepide was quite a new vessel, and, for a lugger, of very

large dimensions, measuring nearly 200 tons. The Eacoon

measured 317 tons.

On the 17th of December, at 9 a.m., while the British 18-

pounder 36-gun frigate Glenmore, Captain George Duff, and

12-pounder 32-gun frigate Aimable, < laptain Henry Paper,

having in charge an outward-bound West India convoy of be-

tween 40 and 50 sail, were off the island of Porto-Santo, steer-

ing to the south-Avest with a fresh breeze from north-west by
north, one of the convoy made the signal for a strange sail in

the south by west. At 9 h. 30 m. the Aimable discovered three

sail; two of which appeared to be ships of war, and the third a

large merchant-ship without topgallantmasts. They were, in

fact, the French 36-gun frigate Sirene, Commodore Jean-Marie

Eenaud, and 18-gun ship corvette (long 12-pounders) Bergere,

with the Calcutta extra-Indiaman, of 819 tons, which they hud

that morning captured. The frigate and corvette had sailed

from Rochelle, and were bound to Cayenne; the latter with 150

troops, and the former with 300, besides Victor Ungues, of

\\ esf India notoriety, and his family.
At 10 a.m. ihe Aimable spoke the Glenmore; and shortly

afterwards the two frigates, the latter preceding, made sail in

chase. At a few minutes past 11 a.m. the merchant-prize hauled

up to about east-south-east, while the French frigate and cor-

vette continued their <nurse to the south-west. This manoeuvre,
in all probability, was meant to operate as a decoy to the two

British frigates; and it partially succeeded, for at about 11 h.

30 in. a.m. the Glenmore, in consequence of the merchant-ship

without topgallantmasts "having the appearance of a rase*,"

hauled up in chase of her, making the signal to the Aimable

"to prepare for battle." After about an hour's chase, and the

discharge of one or two shot by the Glenmore, the Calcutta



1799.] GLENMORE AND AIMABLE.—STBENE AND BERGERE. -117

showed an English ensign, hove-to, and was recaptured; the

Glenmore herself lying-to and Bending her boat on board.

although, as it would appear, an armed merchant-ship was
at hand ready to perform the office, and quite able to have

secured the prize had the latter made the slightest attempt
to escape.
The Aimabie meanwhile, having clearly, from the first, made

out the peaceable character of the ship to windward, had stood

away Bouth-south-west after the two ships to leeward, and

which, ;i- itly, to her at least, were an enemy's frigate and

com '

So fast did the Aimabie have her consort, who still

continued lying by the recapture, that at 1 p.m. the Iow< r masts
of the Glenmore were half immerged in the horizon, and at 1 h.

30 m. no part of her was to be seen. As the Aimabie neared the

enemy, the Bergere appeared to be making increased efforts, by
setting every stitch of canvas, to keep way with the Sirene, tin n

about ahead, with her sails proportioned to those of

her comparatively Blow-moving consort.

At _ 1.. I in. p.m., having arrived within random-shot of the

the Aimabie hoisted her colours, and find at the latter

one of hi r 1 :.s: whereupon the Sirene discharged a

gun to leeward, and hoisted a l'n neh ensign and commodore's

pendant. The corvett- also hoisted her colours, and commenced

firing at tin- Aimabie; who returned the fire, hoping to disable

the Bergere, but ^t ill kept up a little, to engage the Siixneto

advantage. With the view of frustrating the apparent design of

the Aimabie upon the corvette, tin: in nch frigate wore round
and came astern of her. In consequence of this the Aimabie

obliged to Bhorfa n - .!1 and keep away at the same time, in

order to follow tie- motions of the Sirene, along whose gang-
ways were now » n, planted three deep, a numerous body of

troops.

Although the wind was fresh and the sea high, the Sin'ne, a

ship of about !
. ,1 by her stability and steadi-

ness to feel little of its effects; while the Aimabie, a ship of

782 tons, and very deep with stores and provisions, kept rolling
her main-deck puns in the water. Under these circumstaE
and perceiving no chance of separating the two ships, the

Aimabie remained within gun-shot on the frigate's weather-

quarter, in the hope that the Ghnmore, a ship of 926 tons,

and, as carrying a tier of 18-pounders, a match for the Sirene

and Bergere together, would come to her a--i>tance. At one

time, indeed, a ship was seen to windward; but, having no
VOL. II. 2 E
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studding-sails set, she did not promise a speedy reinforcement.

Nor was this Bhip the Glenmore, lut one of the armed vessels

of the convoy, the Bellona, who had followed the Aimable in

her chase, in order, as the master of her, with a feeling that,

had he been otherwise circumstanced, might have prompted
him to do more, said.

" to look on." Had the Bellona gone yet

further beyond the strict line of ber duty, and set her studding-

sails, the Sirene, in all probability, would have mistaken the

bold merchant-ship for a vessel-of-war, and, abandoning the

Bergere to the Aimal le, have sought her own safety in flight.

Baving maintained his station within gun-shot of the French

frigate and corvette until dark, and Icing, by the ships reckon-

ing, 15 miles at leasl from the convoy intrusted to his joint

charge, and at an equal distance, as then appeared and really

was the case, from those alone to whom he could look for sup-

port, Captain Raper considered that he was not justified in a

further pursuit of the Sirene and Bergere, now especially that

they had bore up. The Aimable accordingly, after making sig-

nals with rockets and blue-lights, none of which were answered,

stood away to the north-west in search of her consort and con-

voy. ( in the 18th, at 1 h. 30 m. a.m., the Aimable rejoined them,

fortunately without any loss of men, and with only a slight

damage to her rigging and sails.

This affair excites a mixed feeling of regret, that Captain
Duff should first have mistaken a merchant-ship for a rase", and

then have felt himself bound to keep in the midst of his convoy,

even after his consort, by his permission, had L'one in chase of a

superior force: and of the highest admiration at the gallantry
.' Captain Raper, who. had fortune placed him in the command
of an 18, instead of L2 pounder frigate, would, most likely,

unless flight saved them, have captured both the Sirene and

Berg

According to the brief notice of this affair in the Moniteur, no

damage or loss worth mentioning was sustained by either French

ship, or rather by the Sirene, for no other French ship is allowed

to have been pr< ent. Ti -froid" of Victor Hugues is

much praised, and bo is the gallantry of the Trench, and the

shyness of the British commodore
;

in which, however, is meant,

not Captain I'uff of tin- Glenmore, bul Captain Raper of the

Aimable, as appears by the following passage in the account:
>: In combat s'< Qgagea i utre la Sir* ue i f une fregate anglaise,

qui, apres quclques volees de canons el de mitraille, etquoique
iuutenue par plusiews i i

» '• << 8 freyates qui etaient en vue, quitta



1799.] THE ViPKU AND FUl 41?

la partie," &o. We need only to remind the reader, that it was

Commodore Jean-Marie Benaud who, about live years before,

when commanding the French 36-gnn frigate Prudente, behaved
in bo discreditable a manner oft' tin- Esle of Trance. 1

There, too,

the French account contained several misstatements, and be-

Btowed very great praise upon monsieur the commodore.
< <n the 21st of December, in the evening;, the British hired

in cutter Lady Nelson, while off Cabrita point, was sur-

rounded and engaged by two or three French privateers and

Borne gun-vessels, in Bight of the 100-gun ship Queen Charlotte

and 36-gnn frigate Emerald, lying in Gibraltar bay. Vice-

admiral Lord Keith, whose flag was flying on board the former

ship, immediately ordered the boats of the two to hasten

towards the combatants, in the hope that it might encourage the

Lady Nelson to resist, until she could approach near enough to

be covered by the guns of the ships.

the boats could get up. however, the Lady Nelson
had been captured, and was in tow by two of the privateers.

Notwithstanding this, Lieutenant William Bainbridge, in the

Queen Charlotte's barge, with 16 men. ran alongside of, boarded
with th : impetuosity, and after a sharp conflict carried,
the Lady Nelson; taking as prisoners seven French officers and
27 men: six or seven others had been killed or knocked over-

board in the M-uffle.

In (he mean tame the two privateers, having cut the tow-

ropes and made off towards Algesiras, were pursued by Lord
Cochrane in the Queen Charlotte's cutter. The darkness of the

night prev( nted the boats from acting in concert, otherwise both

privateers would probably have been taken. Lieutenant Bain-

bridgi was Beverely wounded in the head by the stroke of a

e, and Blightly in other places. Some of his men were also

wounded. These boat-attacks are desperate affairs, and few
have exhibited more gallantry than that which ended in the

recapture of the British cutter Lady Nelson.

On the 26th of December, at l"h. 15 m. a.m.. the Hodman
bearing north distant Beven or eight leagues, the British cutter

Viper, of fourteen 4r-pounders and 48 men and boys, Lieutenant
John Pengelly, perceiving a suspicions-looking vessel to wind-

ward, tacked and Btood alter her. At 10 h. 45 m. a.m. the Viper
brought the stranger to close action, which continued for three-

quarters of an hour, when the latter sheered off. The A'iper

immediately gave chase ; and. after a running fight of an hour
1 See vol. i., p. 237.
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and a half, had the good fortune to lay her opponent on hoard

Two well-directed broadsides then compelled the French lugger-

privateer Furet, of fourteen 4-pounders, and 57 out of a com-

plement of 64 men (seven having bei d sent away in a prize on

that morning), commanded by Citizen Louis Bouvet, to strike

her colours.

The Viper had her mainmast rendered unserviceable by the

privateer's shot, and her rigging and sails very much cut; but

the cutter escaped with only her commander (slightly) and one

seaman wounded. The Furet's rigging and Bails were in as bad

a condition as the Viper's, and her loss much greater ; amount-

ing to four seamen killed, her first and second captains, and six

seamen wounded, four of them dangerously.
This was a very spirited little affair, and ranks with the Courier

and Gucrricr as to the near equality of the match. Moreover it

was, as will be recollected, the second occasion where the Viper

cutter, under the same commander, had captured a French

privateer of equal force. 1

Colonial Expedition.*.
— West Indies.

On the 31st of July an expedition intended to act against the

Dutch island of Surinam, composed of the 98-gun ship Prince of

Wales, Captain Adrian Eenou, bearing the flag of Vice-admiral

Tord Hugh Seymour, 74-gun ship Invincible, Captain William

Caylcy, four frigates, one 20-gun ship, and one gun-brig, having
on board a body of troops commanded by Lieutenant-general

Trigge, sailed from Port-Royal bay, Martinique.
On the 11th of August the expedition made the coast of

Surinam to windward of the river of that name, and on the

L6th, in the afternoon, stood in and came to an anchor off the

mouth of the river. A summons was immediately sent in to the

governor of the colony, who requested and received 48 hours to

consider of the proposals. On the ISth the Dutch governor con-

sented to treal
;
and on the L9th, on account of the shallowness

of the water, the troops were removed from the two line-of-battle

ships to the frigates. This done, the latter, with the admiral

and general on board of one of them, weighed and proceeded to

a fresh anchorage aboul two miles up the river.

In this situation the British squadron continued until tho

night of the 20th, when the capitulation was returned finally

ratified and confirmed by the governor; and on the following

» Sec p. 92.
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the 21st, Fort New-Amsterdam was taken possession of,

and the garrison, numbering 750 men, of whom 250 only were

regulars, marched out with the honours of war. On the 22nd

several other forte and posts, including the town of Paramaribo,
the capital of the colony, were taken quiet possession of, and the

whole of Surinam surrendered to the arms of Great Britain.

The only vessels-of-war, found lying in Surinam river, were

the French Bhip-corvette Hussar, of 20 long 8-pounders,
1 and

the Dutch brig-corvette, Camphaan, of lb' long 6-pounders.
Both vessels were added to the British navy; the latter hy h< r

own name, and the former by the name of the colony in whose
waters she had been captured.

/.' s.

Although, from its situation, not a place at the reduction of

which the British navy could co-operate, yet, as the capital of

an immense territory, and the residence of a powerful and

enterprising chief already named in these pages, the fortress of

Seringapatam claims tu have its surrender noticed.

The British and native troops assembled for the reduction of

this important fortress were commanded by Lieutenant-general
Harris: and on the 30th of April, the batteries of the former

_ o to batt< r in breach. On the 3rd of May, a breach was

reported practicable ;
and on the 4th, the capital of Mysore was

carried by assault, with a loss to the British and native t'

killed ( L3 only of the latter), i".iT wounded, and six missing.

Among the killed in del', nding S< ringapatam, was the St

Tippoo Sail', wh Be body, alter a long search, was found rj

a heap of .-lain in one of the gateways. Several of the gallant

Tippoo's chiefs and head men fell on the same occasion.

Among the numei 3oners taken in the fortress were a

few French i and among Tippoo's papers, was found the

clearest • of the good understanding that had subsisted

between the deceasi d Sultan and the French government; and
this even while Tippoo was negotiating, in seeming heartiness

and good faith, with the Earl of Mernington. Of the origin and
ill-success of a previous application on the part of the sultan t r

a supply of French truops, we have already given some account.

By the docui und at Tippoo Saib's death, it appears that

1
So, with the usual substitution of 9 we consider that the guns were either

for 8-pounders, reprenU sed in Lord Hugh's fewer in Dumber, or of a lighter caliber.
. l

; but as the ship was only 413 tons, probably 6-pounders.
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the French government was also to supply him with naval

officers, who were to receive a large pay ; that Mangalore was

to be Tippoo's principal seaport, and that Goa and even Bombay
were to have been attacked : the first of which settlements, on

their anticipated easy reduction, was to be retained by Tippoo,

and the latter to be given up to the French.
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BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS.

A reference to the abstract of the British navy, drawn Tip for

the commencement of the year L800, will show a slight decrease

in the number of line-of-battle ship-;.
1 This partly arises from

the removal, by the pair of "Converted" columns, of four

64-gun Bhips to an ander-line class. A similar cause explains
the decrease in the total of "Cruisers;" from which 26 of the

27 converted Bhips have been withdrawn, in order, as may be

inferred from the denomination of the class* e, to serve for the

conveyance of troops in the several expeditions of the preceding
and presmt years. On the other hand, notwithstanding that

decrease, the total of commissioned cruisers remains the same as

in th and the grand total of the navy shows an

increase of Is.

This is the first year since the war commenced, in which the

ranched" and " Purchased" columns appear vacant of line-

of-battle ships : and the whole six acquired by the "
Captured"

column, were of little comparative value. The few ships and
1< in the "Ordered" column, are accounted for by the

augmented numbers in the successive annual prize-columns, as

well as by the number of tine ships which had been ordered and

launched in the preceding years of the war, particular!} in

17:";. 7. and 3.

The numerical amount of vessels added to the navy of England

by captures made from the respective navies of the powers at

war with her, is greater in this than in any preceding year;
2

but some of the other years, the last especially, show, by the
"
Tons," that those years greatly exceeded the present in the

1 See Appendix. 4nnual Abstract, No. S.
- See Appendix, Nos. 21, 22, 23, and 24.
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real quantum of strength acquired. The wrecked eases still

continue to compi ise nearly the whole annual loss sustained by
the British navy: the three captured vessels, indeed, did not
exceed a small sloop of war in their united tonnage.

1

The year 17U7, as Ave formerly Btated, gave the 32-pounder
carronades, for a quarter-deck and forecastle gun, to line-of-battle

ships in general;
2 and, to complete the triumph of (ieneral Mel-

ville's piece of ordnance, the year L799 saw the carronade esta-

blished in a similar manner throughout the different classes of

frigates. On the 31st of May in that year, urged by the captains
of most of the frigates that were fitting, the navy-board obtained
an admiralty order to arm them all, 17 in number, with carron-

ades,
3
chiefly 32-pounders, on the quarter-deck and forecastle.

pt in the pair of ports on each of those decks which opened
against, or in the wake of, the rigging. Towards the end of the

year, namely, on the 12th of December, the order for carronades
was extended to frigates in general, and made to include all the

ports on the quarter-deck and forecastle, except the two fore-

mast ones. The reason of the exception is clear: long gun-

any elevation to be given them through port-holes, carrying
farther than carronades, two of them would be useful as bow,

or, if shifted, as stern-chasers.

The order in question, and one we have to notice in the ensu-

ing year, completed the demolition of the rating system, or that

in of classification founded upon the number of long guns
only mounted by the respective ships.

4 As the 74, by the sub-

traction of 12 of lur 1- long nines, to make room for the same
number of carronades, had, in strictm a reduced to a 62-gun
ship; so the 38, 36, and 32-gun frigates were now, according

1 See Appendix, No. 2 See p. 119.
» The number i I rected immediately in

hundred rty-two 24-pounders 1'ne

frigates for which the former wei ollows:—

Gun-frigate.
40 (Y)Lavinia . . building, 16, with 4 nines, making 50 guns

. fitting,

38 <

36

Leda .

it

(B) Jason . . „ \

I

(C) Aigle . .building 14 ditto 41

,, Apoll ,

(D) Decade . . „ )

This i hundred and sixty-six 32 pounders ;
the remaining H

bad been ordered for tea (12 each), which were afterwards found on

survey ti"t worth tilting out.

See vol. i. p. 40.



1800.1 STATE OF THE BRITISH NAVY. 426

to the same rigid rule, reduced to frigates of 30 and 28 guns,

being two guns more than they each mounted upon their main-

decks : whereas the total number of guns, established upon the

three latter classes respectivt ly. were, at the I< . 44, and

40. It was this that threw such confusion into the Steel's lists

of those days ;
some of the frigates having their carronades

enumerated, ethers not, as information happened to reach the

publisher.
The number of commissioned officers and masters, belonging

to the British navy at the commencement of the year 1800, was,

nirals 38
Vice-admirals 41

Rear-admirals 47

„ superannuated 31

Post-captains 515

superannuated 19

Commanders, or sloop-captains . . . 394
Lieutenant; 2

superannuated 50 1

^ters . 5-7,

ami the number of seamen and marines voted for the service for

the same year, was, for the first two months, 120,000, and for

the remaining 10 months 110,000.
2

We left General Buonaparte on the 9th of October. 1799,

just landed at Frejus, from the Fr< nch frigate Cam-re, in which
he had escaped from Egypt. He hastened to Paris, and, both
on his journey to, and en his arrival at, the Trench capital, was
most enthusiastically received by all ranks. Having a powerful
army to second him in anything he might undertake, Buona-

parte, on the l'th of November, at the head of his soldiers, dis-

solved the executive directory, and on the next day changed
the government to a consulate, composed of three members,
Boger-Ducos, himself, and Sieyes. Early in December the

plan of the new constitution was settled, and Buonaparte ma-

naged to ou>t Roger-Ducos, and Sieyes, and get himself ap-

pointed chief consul, having as his coadjutors Cambaceres and
Lebrun.

One of the first m< asures of the new government of France

was, td attempt the renovation ofthe navy. The consulate is

several Btate-papers on the occasion; enjoining, among other

important regulations, the exercise of the men in great guns and

small arms, and of the ships in manoeuvring. Even swimming

i AVitb the rank of commanders. 2 See Appendix, 'So. 26.
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was included among the exercises ordered. The number of of-

ficers was fixed to be as follows :—

Capitaines de fregate . 180

I ieutenants de vaisseau . -too

Enseignes de vaisseau . 600

Vice-amiraux ... 8

Contre-ainiraux . . . 16

pitaines de vaisseau . 150

As the best means of carrying into effect these new regula-

tions, a board of admiralty was appointed, resembling that of

England as nearly as national customs and prejudices would

admit. One of the state-papers, published on this occasion,

represented the French navy to consist of 48 sail of the line at

sea and in the different ports of France, and 13 building, of which

eight were nearly ready for launching, and 42 ship and brig cor-

vettes. The gun-brigs and smaller vessels, down to 177 flat-

bottomed boats, constructed for the descent on England, were

stated to amount to 243, making a grand total of 398 ships and

vessels. A very large proportion of this total, consisting of non-

cruising and insignificant vessels, may fairly enough be com-

pared with the largest total, 757, in the abstract of the British

navy for the commencement of the present year.

Among the first diplomatic acts of Buonaparte at his assump-

tion of the chief-consulship was a letter, dated the 25th of

December, 1799, addressed to the King of England, containing

proposals for a general peace.
1 To this letter Lord (irenville

replied, stating the terms to be inadmissible, and the negotiation

was broken off. It was considered to be merely a plan of the

subtle chief to induce England to grant an armistice by sea, of

which immediate advantage was to be taken, in the transit of

troops and the i utry of convoys with provisions and naval stores.

At the commencement ofthepresenl year the British Channel

fleet, composed of 28 sail of the line, under Admiral Sir Alan

Gardner in the Royal Sovereign, cruised off the port of Brest,

blockading the combined French and Spanish fleet, composed,
as already mentioned, of 45 sail of the line.

On the 9th of March the 64-gun slop Repulse, Captain James

Alms, having been d< tached by Sir Alan Gardner to cruise off

the Penmarcks, for the purpose of intercepting some provision-

vessels expected at Brest, experienced a violent gale of wind; in

the height of which Captain Alms, by the rolling of the ship,

was thrown down the companion-ladder, and so seriously injured

as to be incapable of doing any furl her duty on deck. For two

or three days previous the weather had been so thick as tc

render it impracticable to take an observation
;
and on the lOtli,

i Fur a ct>i>y of the original letter, Bee Appendix, No. 27.
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at about 10 p.m., the Repulse, then going about six knots an

hour, struck on a sunken rock, supposed to be the Mace, about

25 Leaga
- south-west of Ushant. Alter beating on the rock

for neatly three-quarters of an hour, during -which the water

rushed in so fast that the lower deck was flooded, the Repulse

got off. and. by great exertions, was kept afloat long enough to

be able to approach and run aground upon the French coast,

near Quimper.
< ha the 11th, at 10 h. 30 m. a.m., Captain Alms, and his ship's

company, quitted the Repulse, then stranded, and made good
their landing on one of the Glenan islands, situated about two
miles Imm the continent. From this island the Eritish officers

and crew were sent as prisoners to (juimper, except the first-

lieutenant, John Carpenter Rothery, the master, George Finn,

two midshipmen, and eight seamen: who got into the large

cutter, and, on the fourth day. alter experiencing much bad

weather Dg nearly lost, reached the island of Guernsey.
In a few months afterwards, on his return home, Captain

Alms, his officers, and crew, were tried by a court-martial for

the loss of the Repulse. The first-lieutenant and master were
dismissed the service, and declared incapable of serving again,

for having <ii yed the orders of the captain, who, as already

stated, was incapacitated from active duty by a serious accident
;

the captain and remainder of the crew were honourably ac-

quit

In the latter end of March Lord Lridport resumed the com-
mand of the Channel fleet off Brest, bringing with him 17 sail,

making, when Sir Alan Gardner had gone home with seven

ships to relit, a fleet of 38 sail of the line. On the _4th of April,

however, Lord Bridport resigned the command of the Channel

fleet then in port, and Admiral Sir Alan Gardner sailed with it

on a cruise. Two days afterwards Admiral Earl St. Vincent

hoisted his flag on board the 90-gun ship Namur at Spithead,
as the commander-in-chief of the Channel fleet, and soon after-

ward.- joined it off Brest.

On the 1st of June, Earl St. Vincent detached Captain Sir

Edward Pellew, with the Impdtueux and six other 74s, also

five frigafe s, one >!oop. and five troop-ships, having on board

about 50 troops, including 200 artillery, commanded by

Major-general Maitland, for the purpose of once more rendering
assistance to the Chouans, and other royalists in Cjuiberon bay
and the Morbihan. On the 2nd the squadron anchored in the

bay ;
and on the 4th the 32-gun frigate Thames, Captain
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William Lukin, 16-gun ship-sloop Cynthia, Captain Micajah

Malbon, and some small-craft, attacked the south-west end of

Quiberon, and silenced the forts, which were afterwards de-

stroyed by a party of troops, landed under Major Ramsay.
Several vessels are represented to have been brought off, and

some scuttled, with the loss of only two men killed and one

wounded on board the Cynthia.
On the 6th, before daybreak, about 300 men of the Queen's

regiment landed in the Morbihan, covered and sustained by a

division of small-craft and gun-launches under Lieutenant John

Pilford, first of the Impe"tueux. This united force brought off

two brigs, two sloops, two gun-vessels, and about 100 prison' rs.

The French 16-gun brig Tnsolente and several smaller vessels

wen' burnt, the guns of the fort destroyed, and the magazine
blown up ;

all with the loss of oidy one seaman killed in the

boats, and some slight hurts. A descent upon Belle Isle was
intended to be the next operation ; but, intelligence being re-

ceived that the force on the island amounted to 7000 men, the

enterprise was abandoned as impracticable. The British troops
then landed and encamped upon the small island of Houat,
situated about two leagues to the south-cast of Quiberon point ;

whence they subsequently re-embarked, and proceeded for the

Mediterranean.

Before we quit the neighbourhood of the Channel and bay of

Biscay for the Mediterranean, Ave have to notice the loss of a

second British ship of the line, off the coast of France. On the

4th of November, in the night, while the British 74-gun ships

Captain, Captain Sir Richard John Strachan, and Marlborough,

Captain Thomas Sotheby, were cruising in company between

the islands of Grorx and Belle-Isle, the latter ship struck on the

Bividaux or Bervadeux shoal. Eere the Marlborough hung for

several hours; but, ly the v. real exertions of her officers and

crew in throwing overboard a part of her guns and the whole of

her heavy stores, the ship got off. The Marlborough, however,
had received so much damage that, even after all her masts had

been cut away and the remainder of her guns thrown over-

board, the quantity of water she made obliged the officers and

crews to leave her to her fate. The Captain, and a Danish brig

which had just joined, received the whole of them
;
and shortly

afterwards the Marlborough sank at her anchors. Under th< se

circumstances no blame could attach to her captain, his officers,

tip's company, and a court-martial pronounced their full

acquittal.
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There being no longer a French fleet to watch in the port of

Toulon, Vice-admiral Lord Keith and his cruisers were princi-

pally empli yed in blockading the island of Malta, and in co-ope-

rating with the Austrian* in their efforts to expel the French
from Piedmont and Tuscany. < >n the 16th of March Lord Keith,

having, with Lieutenant John Stewart and four other persons,
landed at Leghorn from his flag-ship the Queen Charlotte,
ordered Captain Todd to get under way, and proceed to recon-

noitre the island of Capraia, distant about 36 miles from Leg-

horn, and then in the possession of the French
;
and which

island there was some intention of attacking. On the succeed-

in-- morning, the 17th. when only three or four leagues from

Leghorn on her way to Capraia. the Queen Charlotte was dis-

covered to be on fire. Every assistance was immediately for-

warded from the shore : but a great many boats were deterred

from approaching the ship, in consequence of the firing of the

guns, which were shotted, and which, when heated by the fire,

discharged their contents in all directions.

Among the survivors on this melancholy occasion, was the

carpenter. Mr. John Laird. His account is as follows: "At
about 20 minutes after six o'clock in the morning, as I was

wing myself. I heard throughout the ship a general cry of

I immediately ran up the fore-ladder to get upon deck,
and found the whole half-deck, the front bulk-head of the

admiral's cabin, the coat of tin mainmast, and the boats' cover-

ing on the booms, all inflames; which, from every report and

probability. I apprehend was occasioned by some hay, that was

lying under the half-deck, having been set on fire by a match in

a tub. which was usually kept there for signal guns. The
main<ail at tins time was set. and almost instantly caught fire,

tln> people not being able, on account of the flames, to come to

the clue-garnets.
"I immediately went to the forecastle, and found Lieutenant

(the Honourable George Heneage Lawrence) Lundas and the

boatswain encouraging the people to get water to extinguish
the fire. I applied to Mr. Dundas, seeing no other officer in

the fore-part of the ship (and being unable to see any on the

quarter-deck from the flames and smoke between them), to give
me assistance to drown the lower decks, and secure the hatches,
to prevent the fire from falling down. Lieutenant Dundas ac-

cordingly went down himself, with as many people as he could

prevail upon to follow him; and the lower-deck ports were

opened, the scuppers plugged, the fore and main hatches
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secured, the cocks turned, water drawn in at the ports, and the

pumps kept going by the people who came down, as lung as

they could stand at them. Owing to these exertions I think

the lower deck was kept free from fire, and the magazines pre-

served from danger for a long time; nor did Lieutenant Dundaa
or myself quit this station until several of the middle-deck guns
came through 1 he deck. At about nine o'clock, finding it im-

possible to remain any longer below, Lieutenant lunulas and

myself went out at the foremasl lower-deck port, and got upon
the forecastle; on which, I apprehend, there were then about

150 of the people drawing water, and throwing it as far aft as

possible upon the tire. I continued about an hour on the fore-

castle, till finding all efforts to extinguish the flames unavailing,
1 jumped from the jib-boom, and swam to an American boat

approaching the ship; by which boat I was picked up and put
into a tartan, then in the charge of Lieutenant Stewart, who
had come off to the assistance of the ship."

1

Captain Todd,
with 31r. Bainbridge the first -lieutenant, remained upon deck

to the last moment giving orders for saving the crew, without

providing, or apparently caring, for their own safety.

We shall now enter upon the sorrowful task of showing what
loss of lives was the consequence of this dreadful accident. The
number of persons on shore at Leghorn, including five who did

not know t'ne ship had been ordered to sea, were the admiral,

one lieutenant, the admiral's secretary, with his two clerks, one

chaplain, one master's mate, two midshipmen, and two servants,

total 11. Tlmse saved from the wreck by the boats that came

off were, three lieutenants, two lieutenants of marines, one car-

penter, one gunner, three midshipmen, one secretary's clerk, and

146 seamen and marines, total L56
; making L67 as the whole

number saved. Now tor the contrary side. Those who perished

appear to have l» en, one captain, three lieutenants, one captain
oi marines, one master, one purser, one surgeon, one boatswain,
tour mast< r's mates, I

s midshipmen, one secretary's clerk, one

schoolmaster, one captain's clerk, three surgeon's mates, and

about , ''"' ,; seamen, boys, and marines; making the total loss

amount to (iT.l sonls.

A sad calamity indeed! lamentable to humanity for the loss

of so many individuals, and, considering the origin of the acci-

dent, and tin' time of day in which it happened, not very credit-

able to the discipline of the ship. The Queen Charlotte, and

her sister-vessel the Royal Heorp-, were, next to the Yille-de-

1 Schomberg, vol. iii., p. 431.
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Paris, thi British-built ships at this time afloat. It was,

then, no trifling loss which the British navy sustained, when the

n Charlotte, with all her guns, stores, and provisions, and

upwards of three-fourths of her numerous ship's company,
perished in the flam

The above, with a slight verba] alteration, is precisely as the

account stands in the first edition of this work
;
and yet the

following paragraph has since appeared in the work of a con-

trary: '-We should have hoped that the bravery, p
verance, and self-devotion of Captain Todd, who, to the last

moment gave orders to save the lives of his men, regardless of

his own. would have secured his memory from the imputations
ai it by a contemporary historian, who observes, that 'the

lent was not v. ry creditable to the discipline of the ship.'"
1

"What •
imputations

"
are here cast upon the memory of Captain

Todd? Who was the first, our contemporary or ourselves, to

id the "Belf-devotion" of that officer? Was the accident.

which is admitted to have originated in the manner we have
stated, creditable to the discipline of the ship? "Were the

lharlotte's crew, in short, in a state of discipline? Let
our contemporary answer the latter quest ion himself. Referring
to the conduct of the Queen Charlotte in the mutiny at Spithead
in April. 1797, Captain Brenton says: "This ship, from the

shamefully relaxed state of discipline in which she had been

kept while the flag of Karl Eowe was Hying on board of her,

naturally became the focus of all mutiny, a character which she
maintained until she was burnt off Genoa." 2 If we required

ier authority than Captain Brenton's, the same writer has
furnished us with it in the following extract of a letter from
Karl St Vincent to the secretary of the admiralty, dated April 16,

1799: "The Queen Charlotte will he betfo r here than on home
service, for she has been the root of all the evil you have been
disturbed with

'

The commencement of the present year saw the famous army
of Italy, which under Buonaparte had performed such prodigies,
reduced to less than 25,000 men, and those in the gres
misery for the want of food and clothing. A powerful Austrian

army, under General Mclas, pr an effectual barrier by
land, and the cruisers of Lord Keith shut out all supplies by

I >n the L'lst of April, after having ,-ustained some severe
losses in action with the Austrians, and left at Savona a gar-

i Brenton, vol. lii., p. 112. a
ibid., vol. i.. p. 414.

3
Ibid., vol. il„ p 356.
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rison of 600 men under Brigadier-general Buget, General i\las-

sena retreated upon Genoa; and General Melas immediately
commenced the siege of that strong and important fortress.

The Austrian force blockading the fortress of Savona was
under the command of Major-general Count St. Julien; and

the British fleet cruising before the port consisted of the 36-gun

frigate Santa-Dorotea, Captain Hugh Downman, the 18-gun

brig-sloop Chameleon, Lieutenant Samuel Jackson act ins
-

,
and

the Neapolitan brig Strombolo, Captain Settimo. By Lord

Keith's orders the sea-blockade of Savona had been more espe-

cially committed to the care of Captain Downman; and the

boats of his little squadron, with a highly commendable perse-

verance, rowed guard off the harbour's month during •! I nights ;

until, in fact, the garrison
—reduced by famine, on the loth of

31 ay—surrendered to the allies.

The blockade of the port of Genoa was undertaken by Lord

Keith himself; who, after the accident to the Queen Charlotte,

shifted his flag, first to the 74-gun ship Audacious, Captain

Davidge Gould, and subsequently to the Minotaur 74, Captain
Thomas Louis. The principal part of the vice-admiral's force

consisted of frigates, sloops, and Neapolitan gun and mortar

boats. These had on several occasions successfully co-operated
with the Austrian army in attacks upon the outworks of Cenoa.

The services of the 38-gun frigate Phaeton, Captain .lames

Nicholl Morris, had been particularly noticed by the Austrian

general, Baron d'Ott, who had succeeded General Melas in the

command : and who, in the early part of May, had pushed his

advance to the village of Coronata, and compelled General Mas-

sena to retire within the walls of Genoa.

Within the first two or three weeks of May the town had

been bombarded three times by the gun and mortar vessels and

armed boats of the ships under the direction of Captain Philip

Beaver, late of the 28-gun frigate Annua. Deingmuch annoyed

by these attacks, the French determined to board the bombard-

ing force by a flotilla of their own, consisting of one large galley,

rowing 52 oars, and mounting two extremely long brass

36-pounders besides smaller pieces, an armed cutter, three

armed setters, ami several gon-boats. On the 20th, in the

afternoon, this flotilla, standing along outside of the new or

south-western mole-head, exchanged several shot with some of

the British ships in passing: particularly with the Audacious,
who was once or twice hulled by the long 36-pounders of the

galley. At sunset the flotilla took up a position under the guns
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of the two moles and the city bastions, which -wore covered with
troops manifesting a determined resistance.

Notwithstanding this formidable indication, the bombarding
flotilla, at about 9 p.m., quitted the Minotaur to make a fourth
attack upon the town and shipping. On the 21st, at about
L a.m., a brisk cannonade was opened upon the town, and

quickly returned from various points: particularly from the

long 36-pounders of the Prima galley, now lying chain-moored
close to the inside of the old or eastern mole-head. Being
unable, from his lighter metal, to offer any effectual check to
this annoyance by a cannonade, Captain 1 leaver resolved to

attempt carrying the galley by boarding. For this service a

detachment of 10 boats, containing between them about 100
officers and men. immediately drew off from the flotilla. While
the British were proceeding with all possible silence, in the

hope 1" approach undiscovered in the prevailing darkness, a

gun-boat stationed between the two mole-heads opened her fire

upon them. Every moment's delay now adding to the danger,
the beat- dashed <m towards the galley. On arriving alongside
a new obstacle presented itself. The gangway, or gunwale, of
a galley ] projects three feet and upwards from the side of the

hull, and that of the Prima was strengthened by a stout barri-

cade, along the summit of which were mounted several blunder-

pieces ami wall-pieces. As an additional obstruction to the
advance of boats, the oars were banked or fixed in their places
ready for use. with the handler, secured to the benches or
thwarts. Thus, with a crew of 257 fighting men, and those by
the gun-boat's alarm, prepared for resistance, the Prima galley,
even had she not been chain-moored in a harbour the entrance
to which was guarded by numerous batteries, would have been
a formidable object of attack.

All this, however, as we shall soon see, was of no avail. Tie-

first entrance was made amidships on the starboard side in the
most gallant manner, by a boat of the Haerlem, under the com-
mand of Midshipman John Caldwell; who was promptly sup-
ported by some of the other boats. In the mean time the boats'

crews of the .Minotaur's cutter, commanded by Captain Beaver,
and of the Vestal's launch, by Lieutenant \Yilliam Gibson, sup-

ported by the remaining boats, had clambered up the images on
the quarter, to carry the poop, where a considerable number of

French soldiers had assembled. After a desperate struggle the

British succeeded in their object; and, as they gained footing
on one side, the greater part of their opponents fled overboard

roii. ii. 2 r
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on the other. Almost immediately afterwards the night burgee,
or eommodore's broad pendant, Hie only colours flying on board
the galley, was hauled down by Lieutenant Gibson, first of the

Vestal, and all further resistance ceased.

The boats were immediately ordered ahead to tow; and the

slaves, in seeming cheerfulness, manned the sweeps, crying out,
in broken English,

" Bless the king of Gibraltar !" After some

delay, the galley was cleared from the chains by which she had
been moored to the mole, and began moving to the entrance of

the harbour under a tremendous fire of shot, shells, and mus-

ketry ;
the latter from a numerous body of troops drawn up on

the mole xicad : round which the galley passed within 10 yards,
with no greater loss or damage than five British seamen wounded,
one shot through the head of the mainmast, and some cut rig-

ging. Of the galley's people, one was killed, and 15 wounded,
i >y the British when they boarded : a few others, in all proba-

bility, were drowned ;
and many succeeded in gaining the shore.

According to the French accounts, the captain, Bavastro, was

among the latter, and had leaped into the water on seeing that

50 Ligurian grenadiers, stationed on board his vessel, had trea-

cherously fired only three muskets at the assailants. 1 From the

iv>timony of the latter, there is not the least ground for this ac-

cusation ; and, in Lord Keith's letter in the Gazette, the captain
of the galley is named Patrizio (iallcano.

Soon after the Prima had passed the mole-head, Captain
Beaver quitted her in his boat to acquaint Lord Keith with his

success, and the command devolved upon Lieutenant Gibson,

already mentioned as the officer, who, with his own hand, had
-truck the galley's colours. Before the galley had got quite out

of gun-shot of the mole-head, an alarm was raised of fire below.

Lieutenant Gibson instantly rushed down, and found a half-

drunken French sailor, with a light and a crow-bar, in the act

of breaking' open the door of the magazine, for the purpose, as

he unhesitatingly declared, of blowing up the vessel and all on
board of her. The man was promptly secured and a sentry

placed over the hatchway. Had the wretch succeeded in his

villanous attempt, between 100 and 500 souls might have

perished ; for, besides the British officers and men who had cap-
tured the galley, and the 60 or To French soldiers and seamen

remaining os board oul of those that had belonged to her, there

were upwards of 300 miserable beings chained to the oars.

It was principally by the exertion of these very slaves that
' Victoirea c-t < kmqnStes, tome xii., p. 109.
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galley shot so quickly past the mole-head, and thus escaped
action by the batteries. So vigorously did these practised

rowers continue to ply their sweeps, that the galley nearly
overran the British boats towing ahead. As soon as the galley
had got out of gun-shot, the slaves, by the permission of the

British commanding officer, released themselves from their

fetters. This operation they performed with surprising cpiick-

9G : and, now that the galley's lateen sails began to supersede
the use of the oars, the poor fellows were jumping about tin-

deck in a delirium of joy; heaping blessings upon those who
had restored them to liberty, and evincing so different a feeling
towards their former masters in the galley, that the latter, for

their personal safety, were transferred to the boats towing
astern.

The half-frantic wr< tches little dreamt of the fate for which
I jord Keith bad r< - irv< <1 them. To that Ave shall come presently.
We inu>t first express our regret that Captain Beaver, who.

throughout this dashing enterprise, appears to have conducted
self in the most gallant manner, was not allowed to write

the official letter: as, doubtless, he would have named the

officers who served under him. Not one officer, besides Captain
J leaver, is mentioned in Lord Keith's letter; and it has been
witli no inconsiderable difficulty that we have been enabled to

give the names oftwo of the number.

Shortly after daylight on the 21st the galley was brought to

an anchor under the stern of the Minotaur, and a more beautiful

1 of the kind had never been seen. Her extreme length Avas

L59 feet, and her breadth 23 feet six inches. In her hold were
30 large brass swivels, intended to have been moimtedupon her

forecastle and poop. Xot being a vessel adapted for the British

navy, the Prima was sold to the Sardinians, for, we believe, the

comparatively small sum of 15,000 dollars.

The garrison of Genoa, as Avas well Ioioaati to the British

admiral cruising off the port, was in a state bordering on famine.

Had there been a doubt on the subject, the lank and miserable

appearance of the galley's crew must have instantly removed it.

Perhaps it is conformable to the laws of Avar, however repugnant
to those of humanity, to press an evil of this sort upon an enemy.
At all events Lord Keith, with that object in view, restored to

General Massena the few French or Logurian soldiers and sea-

men Avhich, out of the small number taken, had survived the

sudden change from starvation to plenty. His lordship did

imore : he actually sent back the galley-slaves, or 250 of them at
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least, about 50, fortunately for them, having been blown off the

coast in the Expedition 4 1. Lord Keith must have been certain

that the poor slaves would, at the least, have been rechained to

their oars. What some would consider a more merciful fate

awaited them. It having been madeknownto General Massena

that, by their aid principally, the galley "Was moved from hei

strong position inside of the mole, he ordered the victims of

Lord Keith's breach of faith (for, surely, there was an implied,

if not an expressed promise nol to betray human beings so

peculiarly circumstanced), to be taken to the great square of the

town and shot !

Starved at length into compliance, General Massena, on the

4th of June, consented to evaeute the town of Genoa, and, with

the 8000 of his troops that were able to march, retire to Nice.

In some preparatory conferences held on shore between General

d'< >tt, Lord Keith, and General Massena, the latter expressed as

much contempt for Austria, as he did respect for England;

observing to Lord Keith. " Milord, si jamais la France et

i'Angleterre s'entendre, elles gouverneraient le monde." 1 Much
more passed in the same strain. There was, no doubt, a little

policy in all this: and it may indeed be gathered from an ap
parently authentic account of the negotiation for the surrender

of Genoa, that the French general seldom paid a compliment to

the British admiral or nation without exacting in return some
-olid concession, (hi the 5th, the Minotaur, Audacious, and

Gdndreux 74s, Charon store-ship, Pigmy cutter, and a small

Neapolitan squadron, anchored in the mole of Genoa.
I in the very day on which the treaty was sighed for the

evacuation of (ienoa by Massena, the first consul of France,

having with a powerful army crossed the Alps, entered the cit\

of Milan, the capital of Lombardy, and on the same day pro-
claimed afresh tin' Cisalpine republic. The Austrian general,

Violas, as soon a- this laws reached him. abandoned the whole
el' Piedmont, and concentrated his forces at Alexandria. Onthe

7th of .Tune, Buonaparte, still unacquainted with the surrender

of Genoa, quitted Milan to attack the Austrians On the 0th

and Pith he defeated General d'Ott, who had evacuated (Jcnoa

alter three days' possession, at Casteggio and Montebcllo. On
the Nth was fought the famous battle of Marengo, in which

Buonaparte defeated General Glelas, with a loss to the latter ol

4",oo left dead on the field of battle, nearly 8000 wounded, front

G000 to 7000 prisoners, L2 stands of colours, and 30 pieces o£

1 Victoircs ct Conqugtes, tome \ii., p. 210.
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cannon, and with a loss to himself of only 2000 killed, 3600

wounded, and 700 prisoners.
f'li the 15th, at Alexandria, a convention for a suspension of

arms was signed between the two commanders-in-chief; by the

terms of which France was to be put in possession of the 12

following fortresses : Tortona, Alexandria, Milan, Turin, Piz-

oghittone, Arona, Placenza, Cori, Seva, Savona, Genoa, and
Fort I'rbin. Repossession of the city of Genoa was taken on

the 22nd of June by General Snchet, and on the 24th General

Ma--.ua himself returned to it. This reuccunation was so

sudden and unexpected, that the Minotaur found some difficulty

in warping herself out of the mole in time. We must now leave,

for a while, the Bhorea of northern Italy, to attend to operations
in another quarter of the Mediterranean.

At the close of the year 1798 we left the French general,

Vaubois, with about 3000 soldiers and seamen, shut up in the

fortress of Valetta, menaced on the land side by a powerful force

of Maltese, Neapolitans, and British, and blockaded at the mouth
of the harbour by a squadron of British and Portuguese ships,
in the latter end of January, L799, the garrison, already be-

ginning to be straitened for ] provisions, received a supply by a
sehoomr from Ancona; and in the early part of February the

French 36-gun frigate I '< tudeuse, from Toulon, with a still greater

quantity <>f -ti>r<.-. including some munitions of war, managed
to elude the vigilance of the blockading squadron and enter the

harbour.

During the remainder of the year, however, not a vessel was
able to gei in, and General Vaubois and his troops in consequence,

began to experience the miseries of famine and disease. Among
the means taken to alleviate the sufferings of the garrison, was
the ordering out of the city of a portion of the inhabitants. This

was done from time to time, until the original number of 45,000
was reduced to barely 9000. On the 1st of November, 1790,
h'ear-adniiral Lord Nelson, then with his flag on board the

_:ui ship Foudroyant, commanding the blockading force, s. a\

in a summon- to surrender. To which General "Vaubois replied:
"daloux de meriter l'estime de votre nation, comme vous

recherchez celle de la nStre, nous sommes resolus de defendre

cettefori jusqu'a rextremite?'

So strictly had the island of Malta been blockaded since the

arrival of the Boudeuse, that the Frenchwere kept in ignorance
of the revolution of the 9th of November; until January, i

when an avi>o, with despatches from the new government, and
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Moniteurs to the middle of December, contrived to enter tin

port. All was now joy and enthusiasm in Valetta; and th<

garrison, both officers and men, were so elated at the advance-

ment of Buonaparte to be chief consul, that they rashly swore
never to yield up the island to the enemies of France.

In the early part of February, Vice-admiral Lord Keith cruise I

off Malta with the

i^un-ship.

i™ n m 1 i4 (Vice-admiral (r.) Lord Keith, K.B.
100 Queen-Charlotte . < , , . .

,

'
,r , ,

\
<

aptain Andrew I odd.

0l , ,, . ( Rear-admiral (r.) Lord Nelson.
80 Fondroyant . .

{ Captain Sir Edward Berry.

(Audacious

... ,, Davidge Gould.

Northumberland . . „ George Martin.

Alexander . . . Lieutenant William Harrington, acting.
64 Lion Captain Manley Dixon.

Sirena, Neapolitan frigate, and two or three sloops.

On the 15th Lord Keith received intelligence from Captain
Shuldam Peard of the 32-gun frigate Success, cruising oft' tin-

south-west end of Sicily, that a small French squadron was

approaching the island, with the view of attempting to throw hi

a supply of troops and provisions. This squadron consisted of

the 74-gun ship Genereux, bearing the flag of Bear-admiral

IVrnV, who had been exchanged soon after his capture in the

preceding June, 28-gun frigate Badine, two corvettes, and several

transports, having on board about 3000 troops, with which they
had sailed from Toulon on the 7th. To intercept and prevent
the disembarkation of this force, Lord Keith, with the Queen
Charlotte, kept as cl< »se to the entrance of the harbour of Valetta

as the batteries would admit, and directed by signal, the only
mode of communication the weather would admit, the Kou-

droyant, Audacious, and Northumberland to chase to windward
or in the south-east, and the I -ion to look out off the passage
between Goza and Malta. The Alexander, at this time, v

under way on the south-east side of the island.

On the 18th, at daylight, the Alexander fell in with and

chased M. Perree's squadron in sight of Lord Nelson's tin

ships. At 8 a.m. the Alexander tired at and brought to tl

Yille-dc-Marseille, armed store-ship. At I h. 30m. the Badin
and smaller vessels tacked

;
but the Genereux, not being able I

do so without coming to an action with the Alexander, bore uj>.

The Success frigate being at this time to leeward, Captain board,

with great judgment and gallantry, lay athwart the hawse of

the French 7!. and rakedherwith several broadsides. Presently
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afterwards, however, the Success became exposed to a broadside

from the Genereux, and by it had one man killed, her master

and eight men wounded. At 4 h. 30m. p.m. the Foudroyant,
followed closely by the Northumberland, got near enough to

discharge two shots
; -whereupon the Genereux finding it impos-

sible to escape from her pursuers, fired the usual ceremonious

broadside, and struck her colours. Great praise was awarded
to Lieutenant Harrington—who. in the absence of Captain Ball,

serving with the allied forces on shore, commanded the Alexander
—for his excellent management on first descrying the French

Bquadron : and the spirited behaviour of Captain Peard did not.

escape his lordship's notice. The Success, indeed, had watched
M. Perree's squadron from the moment of its appearance off

Sicily, and had immediately apprised Lord Keith of its approach.
One omission we regret to observe in Lord Nelson's letter:

som< notice of the loss sustained bythe Genereux just previously
to her surrender; and which loss, although of a single man,

was, in all probability, the principal cause of that ship's com-

paratively feeble resistance. Rear-admiral Perree, having re-

ceived a severe splinter-wound in the left eye, said to those

about him,
" Ce n'est rien, mes amis, continuons notre besogne.'

lie then gave an order for some manoeuvre, and had scarcely
done so. when a round-shot took off his right thigh. This brave

officer immediately fell insensible on the deck, and died a few

minutes afterwards; deplored by his countrymen, and highly
I and esteemed by all the British officers, some of them

the most distinguished in the service, whom he had previously
met either as enemies or friends.

Of the importance of the supplies on board the Genereux and

her convoy to the French garrison in Valetta, some idea may be

formed by the following prices of the principal articles of food :

a fowl IN francs, a rabbit 12 francs, an egg 20 sous, a lettuce 18

sous, a rat 40 sous, and fish six francs per poimd. In addition

to tins the typhuc was making destructive ravages among
the troops, and the only bouille served to the sick in the hospitals

made of horse-flesh. 1 In this emergency General Yaubois
mined to de...patch Bear-admiral Decres, with the Guil-

laume-Tell, to announce to the first consul that the place could

not hold out longer than the month of June.

Shortly after the capture of the Genereux Lord Keith pro-
ceeded with the Queen Charlotte to Leghorn ;

off which port
that ship's fate was sealed in the distressing maimer already dc-

1 Victoires et Ccnquetes, tome xiii., p. 142.
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tailed. In the early part of March, Rear-admiral Lord Nelson,

being indisposed (mentally, ifnol corporeally), retired to Palermo,
and thence, by the way of Leghorn and \ ienna, to England ;

leaving the blockading squadron off Malta in charge of Captain

Tronbridge of the Culloden. During the hitter's temporary
absence, the British naval force cruising off the island, at the

latter end of March, consisted of the 6 1-pm ship Lion, Captain

Manley Dixon; 80-gun ship Foudroyant, Captain Sir Edward

Berry; 74-gnn ship Alexander, Lieutenant William Harrington.
-^t 111 acting for ( laptain Alexander John Ball

;
and the 18-pounder

36-gnn frigate Penelope, ( laptain Henry Blackwood, accompanied

by two or three sloops and smaller vessels.

On the 30th, at 11 p.m., the Guillaumc-Tell, Captain Sanlnier,

bearing the flag, as already mentioned, of Bear-admiral Denis

Decns, taking advantage of a strong southerly gale and the

darkness that had succeeded the setting of the moon, weighed
and put to sea from the harbour of Valetta. At 11 h. 55m. P.M.

the Penelope, whose commander had been ordered to keep under

way between where the Lion lay at an anchor and the harbour's

mouth, discovered the Guillaume-Tell on her larboard or weather-

bow, under a press of sail, steering with the wind on the star-

board quarter. The Penelope immediately despatched the

Minorca brig, Captain George Miller, with the intelligence to

the commodore, and apprised the latter by signal, that the chase
v as on the starboard tack. As soon as the French 80 had

passed on, the British frigate lacked and stood alter her. Half

.in hour after midnight, having arrived close up witii the chase,

the Penelope luffed under the Gnillaume-Tell'e stem, and gave
her the larboard broadside. She then bore up under the lar-

board quarter of the GuHlaume-Tell, and gave her the starboard

broadside, receiving in return only the 80-gun ship's stern-

chasers.

Aware that, if lie brought to, the ships then visible on the

rerge "f the horizon would soon take pari iii Hie fight, Rear-

admiral Decres continued his course to the northward and easl

ward. The Penelope who.se rate of sailing exceeded that of

her adversary, and whose manoeuvres were directed by a prac-
tised seaman, continued pouring in her raking broadsides, with

such effect that, just before the dawn of day on tin- :;ist. the

Guillaume-Tell's main ami mizentopmasts and mainyard came
down. The ship was thereby reduced, with the exception of

her mizen, to her headsails, and thei e were greatly damaged by
the Penelope's shot, from such a succession of raking fires,
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the Guillaume-Tell had also, no doubt, sustained a considerable

loss of nun ; whereas the Penelope, whoso object was to avoid

exposing herself to a single broadside from so powerful an anta-

gonist, had the good fortune to escape with only a slight

damage, to In r rigging and sails. The frigate's loss, although
not numerically great, included among the killed her master,

Henry Damerell; and her wounded amounted to one midship-
man (Mr. Sibthorpe), one Beaman, and one marine.

At 5 a.m., or a little alter, the Lion, who at 1 a.m., after

haying despatched the Minorca to the Foudroyant and Alexander

to leeward, had slipped her cable and chased in the direction of

the firing, arrived up with the chase, showing a rocket and a

blue light c\try half hour as a signal to the ships astern. Steer-

ing between the Penelope and the crippled Guillaume-Tell, and
so near to the latter, that the yard-arms of the two ships barely

passed clear, the Lion ranged up on the larboard side of her

opponent, and poured in a destructive broadside of three round
shot in each gun. The Lion then luffed up across the bows of

the Guillaume-Tell, the latter's jib-boom passing between the

former's main and mizeu shrouds. Tn a few minutes, to the

advantage of the Lion, whose object, with so comparatively
small a complement, was neither to hoard nor be boarded, the

French 80's jib-boom was carried away: and the (!4 gained a

capita] position athwart the Guillaume-Tell's bows. Here,
aidi '1 occasionally by tin IVm lope, the Lion kept up a steady

cannonade, until about 5h 30m. a.m.. by which lime the Guil-

laume-Tell's heavy shot had so damaged the Lion, that the latter

became unmanageable and dropped astern, still tiring, however,
as ditl also the frigate, whenever an opportunity offered.

At 6 a.m.. the Foudroyant, who since midnight had slipped
and made sail from her anchorage about three miles north-east

ofValetta lighthouse, arrived up with a crowd of sail, and pass-

ing in that state close to the French ship's starboard side, so

that the Foudroyant's spare anchorjust passed clear of the

Guillaume-TelTs mizen-chains, Sir Edward Berry called upon
the latter to strike, following up his demand with a treble-

shotted broadside. To this the Guillaume-Tell replied in a

similar manner, and with such effect as to cut away a great
deal of tip' Foudroyant's rigging. Having incautiously arrived

up with so much sail set, the Foudroyant necessarily shot ahead,
and could not, for several minutes, regain her position alongside
of her opponent. That object being at length effected, the

firing recommenced
;
and tin I ruillaume-TelTs second broadsido
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brought down the foretopmaat, maintopsail-yard, jib-boom, and

spritaail-yard of the Foudroyant. Having also had her foresail,

mainsail, and staysails cut in tatters, the TJritish 80 dropped
from alongside, leaving the Lion, who now lay upon the Guil-

laume-Tell's larboard side, and the Penelope upon the same

quarter, occasionally firing at her.

At 6h. 30 ni.. a.m., the French ship's main and mizenmasts

came down. By this time, having cleared away the wreck of

her fallen spars and partially refitted herself, the Foudroyant
had again closed the Guillanme-Tell, and, alter the exebange of

a few broadsides, nearly fell on board of her. At 8 a.m., the

foremast ofthe Guillaume-Tcll was shot away. At 8 h. 20 m. a.m.,

< 'ape Passero bearing north-half-easl distant seven leagues, the

Foudroyant and Lion being, one on her starboard, the other on

her larboard quarter, and the Penelope close ahead, the Guil-

laume-Tell, rolling an unmanageable hulk on the water, with

the wreck of her masts disabling most of the guns on the lar-

board side, and the violent motion from her dismasted stab-

requiring the lower-deck ports to lie shut, hauled down her

colours.

Loth the Foudroyant and Lion were in too disabled a slate to

take possession of the Guillaume-Tell
;
that ceremony, therefore,

devolved upon the Penelope. The damages of the FoudrojT.nl

were very severe ;
her mainmast, mizenmast, foretopmaat, and

bowsprit were wounded in several places; and her mizenmast

was so much injured, thai in four hours alter the action, it came

down, wounding in its fall five men. The Foudroyant had also

received in her hull several of the GuiHaume-TelTs shot. The
masts of the Lieu, were likewise wounded, and her hull struck;

but not to so great an extent as the Foudroyantfs. The damages
of the Penelope were confisod to her rigging and sails.

The loss sustained by the Poudroyant, out of a complement,
of 719 men and boys, amounted to eight seamen and marines

killed, her commander (slightly), one lieutenant (John Aitkin

Blow), her boatswain (Philip Bridge), three midshipmen

(Edward West, Granville Proby, and Thomas Cole), and 5H

seamen and marines, exclusive of the fivo that suffered by the

fall of the mizenmast, wounded. The Lion, out of a crew on

board of only about 300 men and boys, had one midshipman

(Hugh Roberts) and seven seamen and marines killed, and one

midshipman (Alexander Eood) and .".7 seamen and marines

wounded. The Penelope's loss, of one killed and three—in-

cludingone mortally—wounded, has already appeared; making ».
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total of 17 killt (1, and 101 wounded. The only French account
which baa been published on the subject, represents the loss of

the Guillaume-Tell at upwards of 200, in killed and wounded
together. This was out of a complement, as deposed by her
officers, of 919 men, being 81 less than the number stated in

Captain Dixon's letter.

A more heroic defence than that of the Guillaume-Tell is not
to be found among the records of naval actions. Its only com-
peer, in modern times at least, was fought in the same seas, and
within less than a degree of the same latitude. If the British

have their Leander and Genereux, the French have their Guil-
laume-Tell and a British squadron ;

and the defeat, in either
was more honourable than half the single-ship victories

which have 1" enso loudly celebrated.

Nor, when the Guillaume-Tell' - mentioned, must th<

conduct of the Penelope frigate be forgotten. Without Captain
Blackwood's promptitude, gallantry, and perseverance—without
thos< ted raking fires, of the effects of which Admiral
Decres so justly complained—the Guillaume-Tell would most

probably have 1 The decided inferiority of a 64-gun
•hip, esp cially with two-thirds only of her crew on board, ren-

1 the bold approach ofthe Lion creditable to Captain Dixon.
bis "theirs, and men.

It was tin- Foudroyanfs arrival that so turned the scale.

This ship expend d in the action, according to a return which
been published, the following quantity of powder and

Bhot :
—

No.

liji;

Shot, 32-poundere .... . 1200

,,24 ,, 15

,,18 100
- 200

Had tin Foudroyant, -in-le-handed, met the Gudlaume-Tell,
the combat would liave been between two of the most powerful
ships that had ever so met

; and, although the Foudroyanfs
slight inferiority of force, being chiefly in number of men, was
not that of which a British captain would complain, still thi

chances were equal, that the Guillaume-Tell, so gallantly

manned, and so ably commanded, came off the conqueror.
As soon as the three crippled ships had put themselves a

little to rights, the I'enelope, as the most efficient, took flu-

prize in tow, and proceeded with her to Syracuse. Subse-
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quently the Guillaumc-Tell arrived at Portsmouth
; and, under

the name of Malta, became, next to the Tonnant, the largest
two-decked ship belonging to the British navy. The principal
dimensions of the two 80-gun ships were as follows :

—

Length of Exti
i 'i'ck. Hreadth.

Tons.

Ft in. in.

Foudroyant . . . . 183 50 7| 2062
Guillaume-Tell . . . 194 4 51 7+ 2265

The loss of the Gnillanme-Tell, the only remaining line-of-

battle ship of the fleet of Vice-admiral Brueys at the battle of

the Nile, was calculated still more to depress the drooping
spirits of the garrison of Valetta. A fifth and a sixth summons
were sent in by the commanding officer of the blockading force :

and by the last it was intimated, that a Russian fleet had arrived

at Messina, on its way to co-operate in an attack upon the city.

General Vaubois still refused to surrender; saying:
i:
Cette

place est en trop bon etat, et je suis moi-meme trop jaloux de

bien servir mon pays et de conserver mon honneur, pour ccouter

vos propositions."

By the beginning of August all the beasts of burden had been

consumed, and dogs, cats, fowls, and rabbits, for want of nourish-

ment, had also disappeared. Firewood began likewise to fail
;

bnt this was remedied by breaking up the Boudeuse frigate.

The cisterns were dried up, and the troops were dying from 100

to 1".0 a day. Being now convinced that he must soon capitu-

late, Genera] Vaubois wished to save to the republiothe two
tine 40-gun frigates, Diane and Justice.

Accordingly, favoured by a dark night and a fair wind, the

two French frigates, on the evening of the 24th, put to sea from

Valetta harbour. They were, however, •-tin and immediately

pursued by the L2-pounder 32-gun frigate Success, Captain
Shuldham Peard, andthe Generous and Northumberland 74s,

Captains Blanley Dixon and George Martin; which last-named

officer had, Bince May, succeeded Captain Troubridgc in the

* 1 1 i* f command After a short running fight with the Success,
the Diane, with only 114 of her crew on board, hauled down
her colours; but the Justice, under cover of the darkness,
effected her escape, and subsequently arrived at Toulon. The
Diane was a fine frigate of 1 1 !_ tons, and was afterwards added

to the British navy under the name of Niobe, there being a

Diana already in the service.
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On the 3rd of September General Yaubois held a council of

war; at which the French officers gave as decided a proof of

their present wisdom, in unanimously concurring to treat for a

surrender, as of their past folly, in having unanimously sworn
that they aever would do so. Accordingly, on the 4th. a flag of

truce was sent to Major-general Pigot commanding the allied

forces "ii shore; and on the 5th the major-general and Captain
Martin, on the part of the British, and General Yaubois and
Bear-admiral Villenenve, on the part of the French, settled the

terms of capitulation. Tins.', alike honourable to both parties,

were executed on the Bameday : and the fortress of Valetta and
it- dependencies were immediately surrendered to the British.
< >f the two 6 Is in the port, one only, the Atheni< n. was in a sea-

worthy stat<-. and she was a remarkably tin.- ship of 1404 tons.

The Carthagenaise frigate was in a similar state to the Dego,
and therefore not worth removing.
We inibT not quit the subject of Malta without naming', as

tin- principal person to whom the loyal inhabitants were indebted

for tip- expulsion oftheir cruel invaders, ( 'aptain Alexander John
Hall .if tli.' Alexander 74. This officer had served on shore

during the greater part of the blockade, and, by the warmth of
liis attachment no less than the wisdom of his measures, had
endeared himself to the Maltese. < 'aptain Ball therefore was
the fittest person to preside over them : and to that office, some
short time alter tin- surrender of tin- island, ho was appointed
by the British government.
Whenwe last quitted the shores ofEgyptweleft the two com-

missioners from ( reneral EOeber, and those from the grand vizier,

on board the Tigre, < 'aptain Sir Sidney Smith, contending with
a -ale of wind. That gale pr< vented the ship from returning

dexandria until the 17th or 18th of January. In the mean
tim.-, however, the conferences had been carried on; and the
resull was, that the partis landed and repaired tothenewly-

tured fort of El-Arich, and there, on the 24th of January.
M-ned a convention for the evacuation of Egypt by the French

army. Or rather, a convention to that effect was signed by
Gem ral Desaix and M Poussielgne, as the plenipotentiaries of

General Heber, and by Mustapha-BachidEffendiandMustapha-
Etasycheh Effendi. as the plenipotentiaries of his highness the
< irand Vizier ; but not by Sir Sidney Smith. On the 28th, at

Salahieh, this treaty was ratified by General Kleber, and sul -

quently. we believe, by the -rand vizier.

The convention consisted <>!' 22 artic'/cs, the chief of which
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were, that the French army should evacuate Egypt, embarking
at Alexandria, Rosetta, and AbouMr

;
that there should be a»

armistice of three months, or longer if necessary ;
that all sub-

jects of the Sublime Porte, prisoners among the French, should

lie set at liberty ; and that vessels containing the French army
should have proper passports to go to France, and not to be

inolested by any of the belligerents.

The moment this convention was signed, Sir Sidney Smith

sent a copy of it to his government by the hands of Major

Douglas of the Tigre's marines: and on the 25th of March,

1800, the convention was announced in the London Gazette as

one by -which it had been agreed "that the French troops now
mi Egypt should evacuate the country, and should be allowed

to return to France." This notice of the El-Arich treaty by the

official organ of the British government implied an approval of

the measure ; but, long before its appearance in the Gazette,

the convention had been disowned and denounced by a party,
without whose entire concurrence it could not be carried into

effect.

Having employed all the month of February in making ar-

rangements for removing his army according to the terms of the

treaty, General Klcber might well be surprised when, in the

early part of March, he was informed by the captain of the

Theseus 74, then cruising off Alexandria, that, by Sir Sidnej
Smith's orders, he could allow no other vessel 1 to depart from

the ports of Egypt. Soon afterwards came a letter from Sir

Sidney himself, dated at the Isle of Cyprus on the 20th of

February, informing the French general, that the commander-in-

chief of the British fleet in the Mediterranean had received

orders which opposed the immediate execution of the treaty of

El-Arich. Almost immediately upon this communication fol-

lowed a letter from Lord Keith himself, in which his lordship

acquaints the French general, that he has received positive

orders to consent to no capitulation with the French troops in

Egypt and Syria, unless they lay down their arms and surrender

as prisoners of war, abandoning all the ships and stores in the

port and citadel of Alexandria : that, in case of such capitula-

tion, the troops would not be allowed to return to France with-

out exchange; that all sliips having troops onboard, and sailing

from Egypt with passports signed by others than those who
have a right to grant them, will be detained as prizes.

1 >''Oui rals Desaix, Davoust, and a few otber officers of distinction had already sai]r- ( |

. .ince.
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Tho instant be had read this letter, General Klcber deter-

mined to give battle to the grand vizier, who bad already been

making several hostile demonstrations: be, nevertheless, replied

calmly to Lieutenant Wright, the bearer of it, "You shall know
to-morrow the answer I mean to give to your admiral." That

rery night the French general had the letter of Lord Keith

printed; and, the next morning, with -'Proclamation" for a

head, and with "Soldats! on ne repond a une telle insolence

que par des vietohvs : preparez-vous a combattre !" for a post-

script, issued it to his army.

Although, as we have elsewhere stated, Sir Sidney Smith did

not affix his signature to the formal convention concluded at El-

Arich, he appears to have signed, conjointly with General De-
saix and M. Poussielgue, a preliminary document containing the

- of the treaty, and the third and last article of which runs
in these words :

" That the French army evacuate Egypt, with
inn- and baggage, whenever the necessary means for such eva-

cuation shall have been procured, and to withdraw to the ports
which shall 1" agreed upon. This agreement bears date on
board the Tigre,

" -

NivQse," or December 29, the very day on
which the French commissioners repaired on board at Sir Sid-

i invitation. It was natural, therefore, that Sir Sidney
.should feel highly mortified and indignant at the refusal of his

superiors to ratify a treaty which he (it has never been contended
unauthnritativ.lv

) planned and matured. His letter to M. Pous-

sielgue, of date March 8, forcibly depictures the bitterness of his

feelings <»n the subject.
In all the versions of this affair to which we have had access,

it is stated that Lord Keith, in refusing to ratify the treaty, was

merely complying with the instructions he had received from
hi- government. Indeed, his own words to General Kleber
are :

"
1 inform you that I have received positive orders from his

majesty to consenl to no capitulation with the French army
under y.air command in Egypt and Syria, unless &c." But
what lys Lord Keith, in a letter dated more than two months
afterwards, and addressed to 31. Poussielgue ?

" I have given no
orders or authority against the observance of the convention
between the grand vizier and General IOebtr, having received
no orders on this head from the king's ministers. Accordingly,

1

I was of opinion that his majesty should not take part in it
;

1 "
Although

"
appears to be the proper only authority on the subject to which, at

word, but thus it standi in a work (Bren- this moment, we have the means of re-
ton, voL iii.. p. 5") now before us, and the furring.
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but, since the treaty has been concluded, his majesty being
desirous of showing his respect for his allies, I have received-

instructions to allow a passage for the French troops."

Upon the whole, therefore, we are disposed to acquit the

British government of the chief blame in this most discreditable

business, and to transfer it In Vice-admiral Lord Keith; who,

doubtless, had a precedent to quote in the still more disgraceful

breach of faith committed by Lord Nelson in Naples bay; and
who might naturally feel somewhat personally affected at being,

by Sir Sidney Smith's blightful interference, thus suddenly cut

off from becoming a principal sharer in that golden harvest

which the great expedition on foot was almost certain to

reap.

Whatever, or whoever, may have been the cause of the rup-
ture of the El-Arich treaty, that rupture stimulated the injured

party, against every calculation of force and number, to wreak
the most signal vengeance upon the Turks, who undoubtedly
were not those by whom the breach of faith had been committed

Unluckdy for them, however, they happened to he in immediate

contact with the enraged French army; the grand vizier, with

his host of turbans, having possessed himself of the different

strongholds, the instant the French had quitted them on their

way to the const to embark under the terms of the treaty.

The first battle was fought on the 20th of March, at the vil-

lage of Matarieh (built upon the ruins of the ancient Ileliopolis),

between the French army under General Kleoer, stated at

10,< men, and the Turkish army under the Grand Vizier

Jussuf, staled at the enormous amount of from (50,000 to 80,000
men. Alter live days' fighting in the plains of the province of

Oharquieh, during which the Turks were driven from village to

village, the French gained the entire victory; and the grand

vizier, taking horse at Salalieh, tied across the desert with

scarcely I followers, leaving his camp, artillery, and baggage
to the conquerors. < >f the loss on the French side we arc not

informed, but it was probably of trifling amount; while the loss

of the Turks, including thus,, loft dead on the field, or different

fields of battle, massacred by the Arabs, and who perished in the

desert, is represented to have exceeded 50,000.

Alter the suppression of a revolt at Cairo, and the expulsion
of a small British force under Lieutenant-colonel Murray, which

had been disembarked from the 50-gun ship Centurion, and

some smaller vessels at Suez, General Kleber, towards the end

of the month of April, found himself again in tolerably quiet
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possession of the principal posts formerly occupied by the French
army in Egypt.

It was not, it appears, until towards the middle of June that
General Kleber received any intimation of the desire of the
British government to renew the convention which had been
broken off in the manner we have related. Either feeling not

disposed to trust a second time to those who had once deceived

him, or fancying himself too firmly established in his possession
to be easily ousted, the French general refused to negotiate ;

and instantly began strengthening the principal defences along
the coast, and making the best arrangements in his power to

repel the attack which he considered it likely would soon be
made by the British.

An event, however, soon occurred which the French Egyptian
army had good reason to deplore. On the 14th of June, as

General Kleber, accompanied by the architect Protain, was
walking along a terrace belonging to his palace at Cairo, a

Stranger, indifferently habited in the oriental costume, rushed
out of an adjoining gallery and stabbed the general with a

poniard. Mortally wounded, General Kleber had only time
to support himself against the wall of the terrace, and call out
to a domestic whom be saw approaching, "A moi, guide, je suis

aeT' M. Protain, in the meanwhile, having no arms but
a small stick, was endeavouring to hold the murderer till some
one arrived to secure him; but the latter, stabbing M. Protain

badly, but not mortally, in six places, disengaged himself, and,

having replunged his dagger into the heart of his first victim,
fled into the gardens of the palace. On seeing the commander-
in-chief fall, the guide, instead of running towards him, hastened
to the house of General Dumas, where a large party of general
officers was then assembled.

Alter a long search, a suspected individual was taken, named
Soleyman-el-Halebi, a native of Syria, aged 24 years, and by
profession a clerk or writer. When accused of the crime, he

stoutly denied it ; but the bastinado, applied to the soles of the

poor wretch's f< • r. produced a confes.-ion. Let us hasten to
relate the horrid business that followed. The man was evi-

dently a religious fanatic: indeed he is so described in the
French accounts ;' and no greater proof of the fact is required,
than that, although tortured to death in a manner which might
have shaken the constancy of a North-American Indian, Soley-

1 Victoires ct Conquetes, tome xii., p. 26S.

vol. n. 2 g
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man died singing, in a loud and steady voice, the creed of his

faith.

A few days before the French army, now under the command
of General Aballah-Jacques Menou, assisted at this most dis-

graceful exhibition, their late commander-in-chief was buried

with military honours in the suburbs of Cairo; and we must do

him the justice to say, that General Kleber, among his enemies

no less than among his friends, bore the character of a brave

officer and an honourable man. The character of his successor

will be sufficiently developed, as in our next year's account we
proceed in bringing to a close the French-Egyptian campaign.

British and Spanish Fleets.—Atlantic.

Some account has already been given of the operations along
the south-west coast of France, of a British squadron under the

command of Captain Sir Edward Fellew. Early in the month
of August Eear-admiral Sir John Borlase Warren, who com-
manded another detached squadron cruising in the bay of Biscay,

taking Sir Edward under his command, made sail for, and on
the 25th arrived in the bay of Playa-de-Dominos on the coast of

Spain, with the

•

ton-ship.

98 London .... Captain John Child Purvis.

i

r
( Rear-admiral (b.) Sir J. B. Warren, Bart., K.B.w • • •

y Captain Thomas Eyles.

Impe'tueux ... , , Sir Edward Pellew, Bart.

Courageux ...
, ,

Samuel Hood.

Captain .... , ,
Sir Richard John Strachan, Bart.

There were also four or five frigates and sloops besides a fleet

of transports containing a strong body of troops, commanded

by Lieutenant-general sir James Pulteney; and which troops,
in conjunction with the ships-of-war, were to attack the defences

that protect* <1 the following Spanish squadron, lying ready for

sea in the harbour of Ferrol :
—

Gun-ship.

...-(Real-Carlos, 80 Argonauta,
( San-Hermenegildo,

96 San-Fernan In,

Gun-ship.

_ - S an Antonio,

i-Augustin.

< >n the same evening, after a fort of eight 24-pounders had

been silenced by the fire of the Tmpetucux 74, Brilliant 28-gun

frigate, Cynthia sloop, and St. Vincent gun-boat, the troops
were disembarked on the shores of the bay, along with 16 field-
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pieces, without the loss of a man. They were attended by a

detachment of seamen from the ships-of-war, to carry scaling-

ladders and drag the guns up the heights; a service which the

seamen performed with their accustomed alacrity.

rcely had the British troops gained the summit of the first

ridge, when the rifle-corps under Lieutenant-colonel Stewart

fell in with, and drove back, a detachment of the enemy, with

some loss, including among the wounded the lieutenant-colonel.

At daybreak <>n the 26th, a considerable body of the enemy was

repulsed, chiefly by the brigade under Major-general the Earl

of < 'avan. This advantage, with the comparatively slight loss

of L6 killed and 68 wounded, gave the British the complete and
undisturbed possession of the heights of Brion and Balon, which
overlook the town and harbour of Ferrol. The general says, in

hie despatch, that he had now an opportunity of observing

minutely the situation of the place, and of forming, from the

reports of prisoners, an idea of the strength of the enemy. Ik-

did bo, and requested the British rear-admiral to embark the

troops and their cannon. All of which was done the same even-

ing, in the ablest manner; and, as at the disembarkation, with-

out the loss of a man.

[f General Pulteney's "prisoners" in their reports were as

wide of the truth as Bon Francisco Melgarejo's
" French sailor,''

the Spaniards would not want men or guns to frighten away an
invader. The sailor insisted that the British had landed 15,000

men, and that they had 1000 killed, including a lieutenant-

general and a colonel, and 800 wounded. The Spaniards them-
selves declare, that they had at no time more than 4000 men
under arms, including 500 sailors and some militia; whereas we
find by Lieutenant-general Pulteney's letter in the Gazette, that

ii British regiments (one with both battalions) and a rifle-

corps shared in the loss. The probability then is, that there
were at least 800*' British to combat 4000 Spanish troops.
That they did not do so was matter of just triumph to the

r. At all events the navy performed its part ; and so would
the army, or even two-thirds of it, had " circumstances per-
mitted it to act."

With his squadron and fleet of transports, Sir John afterwards

proceeded to Gibraltar, and there formed a junction with a
much larger force under the Mediterranean commander-in-chief.
On the 2nd of October Lord Keith sailed from Gibraltar with
22 ships of the line, 37 frigates and sloops, and 80 transports,

having on board about 18,000 men, under the command of
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General Sir Ralph Abercromby. With this powerful force, the

vice-admiral, on the 4th, came to an anchor in tho bay of Cadiz,
and summoned the town to surrender, in order to get possession
of thf Spanish squadron at anchor in the harbour. The reply
of Don Thomas de Morla, the governor of Cadiz, acquainting
the two British commanders-in-chief that the plague was raging
in the town and environs, put a stop at once to all hostile mea-
sures against the miserable inhabitants, and sent the expedition
back to Gibraltar, to be employed against a different enemy in

the manner we shall hereafter have to relate.
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-1 List of Ships of the Line and Frigates, late belonging to the French Navy,

Captured, Destroyed, Wrecked, Foundered, or Accidentally Burnt during

the year 1796.

N" uie. Huw, when, and where Lost.

-hip.

74 . . Seduisant

•'rig.

44

Sce'vola

10

36

28

. . Andromaque

f L Uenommee .

,, Tribune .

,, Unite

,, Yestale

32 (J5T) Tamise

((/) Nemesis

„ Unite

Wrecked, December 16, on thf-

Grand Stevenet, in going out or

Brest. About 686 of her 1300
seamen and troops perished.

Foundered, December 30, off the

coast of Ireland. Crew saved by
the French 74 Revolution.

Wrecked, at same time, on the

Mizen-head; crew, except seven,

perished.

Captured, June 13, by the Drvad,

36, off Cape Clear.

Captured, April 22, by the Inde-

fatigable and squadron, off the

Lizard.

Destroyed, August 22, after being
run on shore, on the coast of

France, by Sir J. B. Warren's

squadron.

Capture!, July 12, by the Alfred

74, off St. Domingo.
Captured, same day, bv the Unicorn

32, off Ireland.

Captured, April 13, by the Re'volu-

tionnaire 38, (other frigates in

company) oil" the coast of Fiance.

Captured, December 13, by the

Terpsichore 32, near Cadiz, but

recaptured next day.

Captured, June 7, by the Santa

Margarita 36, off Ireland.

Captured, March 9, by a British

squadron, near Tunis.

Captured, April 20, by the Incon-

stant 36, in the Mediterranean.
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A List of Ships of the Line and Frigates, late belonging to the Dutch Navy,

Captured, Destroyed, Wrecked, Foundered, or Accidentally Burnt, U

the year 1796.

Name. How, when, and where Lost.

6un-ship,

( (?) Dordrecht

Revolutie

6 1 <

54

6un-frig.

,,
Zealand.

(T) Brakel .

, ,, VanTromp.

(Z) Casthor

40
{ (B) Tholen . .

(D) Braave .

(G) Jason

36 i (#)Argo

„ Zephyr

( (T) Shene .

26 I (K) Bellona

' .. Thetis .

Captured, August 17, by Vice-

admiral Elphinstone's squadron
at the Cape of Good Hope.

Captured, March 4, by Vice-admiral

Richard Onslow, commanding the

ships of war at Plymouth, having
been detained in port, by the

orders of the British government,
since the commencement of the

preceding year.

Captured, August 17, as Dordrecht,
&c

Captured, August 17, as Dordrecht.

fa.

Captured, March 4, as Zealand,

&c.

Captured, August 17, as Dordrecht,
fa.

Captured, June 8, by her crew

mutinying and i arrying her into

Greenock
;
where the 18-gun brig-

sloop Pelican took possession of

her.

Captured, May 12, by the Phccnix

36, and other ships, in the North

Sea.

Captured, in March, by the Andro-

meda 32, and two sloops, in the

Frith of Forth
;
where she was

lying, unapprised of hostilities.

Captured, August 17, as Dordrecht,
fa.

Captured, April 23, by the British

at the surrender of Demerara.
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No. 3.—See p. 1.

A List of Ships of the Line and Frigates, late belonging to the Spanish Navy,

Captured, Destroyed, Wrecked, Foundered, or Accidentally Burnt, during
the year 1796.

Name. How, when, and where Lost.

Gun-frig.
40 . . Sabina

34 (D) Mahonesa

Captured, December 20, by the

Minerve 38, off' Carthagena, but

recaptured on the following day.

Captured, October 13, by th •

Terpsichore 32, near Cape de

Gata, Mediterranean.

An Abstract of French, Dutch, and Spanish Ships of the Line and Frigates,

Captured, $c, during the year 1796.

foul
lost to Total

Lost through Lost through the French, added t>j

the Enemy. Accident. Dutch, and the

> Spanish British

:red. Burnt. Navies. Navy.
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A List of Ships and Vessels late belonging to the British Navy, Captured,

Destroyed, Wrecked, Foundered, or Accidentally Burnt, during the year

1796.

Name. Commander. How, when, and where Lost.

Gun-ship.
80 (K) Qa-Ira . Chas. D. Pater

74

I(N)

Courageux B. Hallowell

(O)BombayCastle Tho. Sotheby

54 (S) Malabar . Thomas Parr

50 (T) Salisbury . Wm. Mitchell

n-frig.

38 (Z) Undaunted R. Winthrop

(C) Leda . . John Woodley

36

(Z>) Reunion

(H) Active

II. W. Bayntun

Ed. Lev. Gower

32

,, Amphion. Israel Pellew

28 ( /) Hussar .

3. p. ship.

20 (0) Narcissus

G. sh. sip.

18 {R) Cormorant

16 (T)Arah. .

G. bg. sip.

18 (Y) Curlew .

i>;

!(a)

Scourge

„ Sirene

James Colnett ,

Percy Fraser

Thomas Gott

Step. Seymour ,

F. Ventris Field

William Stap ,

Daniel Guerin .

!

Burnt by accident and blown up,

April 11, in San-Fiorenzo Bay:
crew, except four, saved.

{Wrecked,

December 18, near the foot

of Ape's Hill, Straits of Gibraltar :

crew, except 124, perished.

J Wrecked, December 21, in the river

\ Tagus: crew saved.

JFoundcred, October 10, in comin.;

\ from the West Indies : crew saved.

(Wrecked, May 13, on the Isle of

) Avache, St. Domingo : crew saved.

i

Wrecked, August 27, on the Morant

Keys, West Indies : crew saved.

Had been Arethuse c. 1793.

Foundered, January 11, by upsetting
in a heavy squall, in lat. 38° 8',

long. 17° 40': crew, except seven,

perished.

{Wrecked,
December 7, in the Swin :

crew saved.

I Wrecked, in July, in the river St.

I Lawrence : crew saved.

i

Burnt by accident and blown up,

Sept. 22, in Hamoaze, Plymouth ;

and most of the crew perished.

(Wrecked, December 27, on the coast

\ of France : crew saved.

I Wrecked, Oct. 3, on Sandy Key, New
Providence: crew saved.

Burnt by accident and blown up, Dec.

24, at Port-au-Prince, St. Domingo :

crew, except 20, perished.

(Wrecked, June 10, on the Penmarcks

\ near Brest : crew saved.

( Foundered, December 31, in the North

| Sea : crew perished.

j Foundered, date unknown, off the

\ coast of Holland : crew saved.

fWrecked, date unknown, in the Bay
\ of Honduras : crew perished.
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No. 4.—continued.

457

Name. Commander. How, when, and where Lor:.

G. bg. sip.

16 (a) Trompeuse 3as. R. Watson

1(b)

Bermuda . Thos. Maxtone

„ Helena . Jer. J. Symons
Gnn-brig.

10 (1) Experiment George Hayes ,

|(m)

Berbice . John Trefahar . i

„ Vanneau . John Gourly

(Wrecked, date unknown, on the

\ Farmer rock, Kinsale : crew saved.

I Foundered, date unknown, in the

\ Florida gulf: crew perished.

'Foundered, Nov. 3, on the coast of

Holland : crew perished.

(Captured, October 2, by a Spanish
I squadron in the Mediterranean.

Wrecked, in November, on the coast
of Dominica : crew saved.

^Wrecked, in Nov., at Porto-Ferrajo,
\ Mediterranean : crew saved.

<

Ships of the line .

„ under the line

Total .

ABSTRACT.

Lost through
the Enemy

Lost through
Accident.

Capt. Lest. Wrecked. Foundered, liurnt. Total.

2

11

13

3

20

23

No. 5.—See p. 2.

For the pay and maintenance of 100,000 seamen and 20,000 £ s. rf.

marines
;
also the expense of sea-ordnance . . . 6,240,000

„ the ordinary ex]>enses of the navy, including the half-

pay to sea and marine officers 653 573 \ 7

„ the extraordinaire-
; including the building and repair-

ing of ships, and other extra work 768 100
Towards defraying the expenses, and preventing the in-

crease of the debt of the navy 5 000 000
To defray the expense to be incurred by increase to the pay

of the seamen and marines, and by the proposed issue

of full allowance of provisions 472 000

Totel supplies granted for the sea-»;rvice . . 13,133,673 1 7
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No. 6.—See p. 81.

The following Statement will show the intended Order of Battle of *he

British Fleet in the Camperdown Battle, the Tonnages and Complements of

the respective Ships, together with the Damages, as far as they can be

ascertained, and the Loss Officially Imported to have been sustained in the

Action.
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No. 7.—See p. 82.

The following Statement contains the Names of the Dutch Ships in the

Order in which they were Drawn up in Line, together with their respective

Tonnages and Complements, and, as far as they can be ascertained, the

principal Damages and Loss sustained by the Ships.

SHIPS.

Beschermer

Gelykheid*

Hercules* .

s* .

Vryh-

Wassenaer* .

Batavier . .

Brutus . . .

Leyden . . .

Mars . . .

Cerberus . .

Jupiter* . .

Haerlem . .

Alkmaar* . .

Delft*

Tons.

Total . 20937

lose

1305

1S66

1360

1562

1560

1269

1048

1560

1307

1357

1317

1559

1324

1041

1050

Principal Damages.

Probably not much damaged in hull
or spars

Believed not to have been dis-

masted ; but uncertain ....
Hull torn to pieces, and much burnt
near the stern. Mizenmast shot

away, and all spars, &c. much cut

In the same state of uncertainty as

Gelykheid

Hull riddled, so as to be scarcely
-iworthy; and all three nia-ts

shot away by the board ....
Hull a good deal hit: wheel shot

away : spars, &c. wounded . . .

Uncertain

Very trifling, it is believed. . . .

Ditto

Ditto

Mizenmast shot awar

No damage of any consequence . .

I lull irreatly shattered. Main and
mizen masts shot away. Other
masts, &c. cut to pieces ....

Ditto: also main topmast and mizen-
mast shot away

nn:
main-topmast shot away, fore and
main masts fell afterwards . . .

Hull torn to pieces

Total ,

Monnikendam frigate* . . ,

350

450

450

450

550

550

450

350

550

450

400

450

550

450

350

375

7175

Total, as published, in gross, in a French newspaper .

Loss.

K.

40

20

10

26

43

490

50

540

W.

40

50

62

76

580

40

620

The ships marked * were captured ;
the mark % in the loss denotes that

the amount was great, but, as well as where a blank appears, is unascer-

tainable.
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No. 8.—See p. 118.

A List of Ships of the Line and Frigates, late belonging to the French Navy,

Captured, Destroyed, Wrecked, Foundered, or Accidentally Burnt during

the year 1797.

Name. How, when, and where Lost.

Gun-ship.

74 . . Droits de l'Homme .

Gun-frig.

Meduse .

40 •

(Z) Resistance

Tortue .

Calliope

36

Hermione .

(Z>) Ne'reide. .

Surveillante

Wrecked, January 13, during an

action with the Indefatigable
and Amazon frigates, near the

Penmarcks.

Foundered, in November, on her

passage from America : crew
saved by Insurgente.

Captured, March 9, along with the

22-gun corvette Constance, by
the iSan Fiorenzo and Nymphe
frigates, off Brest.

Captured, January 5, with troops,

by the Polyphemus 64, off

Ireland.

Destroyed, July 17, by Sir J. B.

Warren's squadron, on the coast

of France.

Destroyed, April 17, after being
run on shore, by the Thunderer
and Valiant 74s, off St. Domingo.
Jlisnamed Harmonic in the official

account and in Steel.

Captured, December 22, by the

Phoebe frigate, off Sicily.

Wrecked, in January, in Bantry

bay.

No. 9.—See p. 118.

A List of Ships of the Line and Frigates, lately belonging to the Dutch Navy,

Captured, Destroyed, Wrecked, Foundered, or Accidentally Burnt, during

the year 1797.

Name. How, when, and where Lost.

Gun-ship.

74 |

64

50

(0)
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No. 10.—Seep. 118.

A List of Ships of the Line and Frigates, late belonging to the Spanish -

Captured, Destroyed, Wrecked, Foundered, or Accidentally Burnt, during

the year 1797.

Gun-ship.

112 I

80

74

iun-frig.

•

Xame.

(B) Salvador del Mundo
.. S D Josef .

K) San Nicolas.

San Vincente .

A: '.-ante .

Gallardo

| M) San Damaso

„ San Ysidro .

(D) Ninfa . . .•

Santa Elena

Santa Cecilia

•I

How, when, and where Lo6t

Captured, February 14, by Admiral

Sir John Jervis, off Cape San

Vincente.

Destroyed, Feb. 17, in Shaggaramus
bay, island of Trinidad, I

capture by Rear-admiral Harvey.
Captured, on the same occasion.

Captured, with Salvador-del-Mundo,
ic.

Captured, April 26, by the Irre-

sistible 74, in Conil bay, near

Cadiz.

Destroyed, on the same occasion,

after having been run on shore.

Destroyed, at the same time as San

Vincente, &c.

An Abstract of French, Dutch, and Spanish Ships of the Line and Frigates.

Captured, #c. during the year 1797.

Ships of the I n
'

line .

|Sp.
fFr.

Frigates Iiu.

Sp.

Lost through
the Kuemy.

C.ipl.

7

5

3

1

Lost through
Accident.

Total Total
lost. added

to the to the

-J'.K&S. British

Wrecked. Foundered. Burnt. Navies. Navy.

1

1

1

7

B

7

2

3

Total 181 28
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No. 11.— See p. 118

A List of Ships and Vessels, late belonging to the British Navy, Captured,

Destroyed, Wrecked, Foundered, or Accidentally Burnt, during the year
1797.

Name. Commander. How, when, and where Lost.

Gun- frig.
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No. 11—cont

ABSTRACT.
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de deux cents chaloupes canonnieres: il faut les placer a- Cherbourg, au

Havre, a Boulogne, k Dunkerque et a Ostende, et employer tout l'e'te' a

amariner nos soldats. En continuant a donner a la commission des cotes de

la Manche trois cent mille francs par decade, nous pouvons faire construiro

deux cents autres chaloupes d'une dimension plus forte et propres & trans-

porter des chevaux. Nous aurions done au mois de Septembre quatre cents

chaloupes canonnieres a Boulogne, et vingt-cinq vaisseaux de guerre a Brest.

Les Hollandais peuvent avoir e'galement dans cet intervalle douze vaisseaux de

guerre au Texel.

Nous avons dans la Me'diterrane'e deux especes de vaisseaux : Douze vais-

seaux de construction francaise, qui peuvent, d'ici au mois de Septembre,

etre augmented de deux nouveaux
;
neuf de construction ve'nitienne. II serait

possible, apres l'expe'dition que le gouvernement projette dans la Me'diterrane'e

de faire passer les quatorze vaisseaux a Brest, et de garderdans la Me'diterrane'e

simplement les neuf vaisseaux ve'nitiens, ce qui nous ferait, dans le courant du

mois d'Octobre ou de Novembre, cinquante vaisseaux de guerre francais &

Brest, et presque autant de fre'gates.

II serait possible alors de transporter quarante mille hommes sur le point

de l'Angleterre que Ton voudrait, en e'vitant meme un combat naval, si

l'ennemi e'tait plus fort, dans le temps que quarante mille hommes menace-

raient de patir sur les quatre cents chaloupes canonnieres et autant de

oateaux-pocheurs de Boulogne, et que 1'escadre Hollandaise et dix mille

hommes de transport menaceraient de se porter en Ecosse. L'invasion en

Angleterre, exe'eute'e de cette maniere, et dans les mois de Novembre et de

De'cembre, serait presque certaine. L'Angleterre s'e'puiserait par un effort

immense, et qui ne la garantirait pas de notre invasion.

En effet, l'expedition dans l'Orient obligera l'ennemi d'envoyer six vaisseaux

de guerre, de plus dans l'lnde, et peut-etie le double de fre'gates a l'em-

bouchure de la Mer Kouge: elle serait obligee d'avoir de vingt-deux a vingt-

cinq vaisseaux a l'embouchure de la Me'diterrane'e
;

soixante vaisseaux devant

Brest et douze devant le Texel
;

ce qui formcrait un total de cent trois vais-

i\ de guerre, sans compter ceux qu'elle a aujourd'hui en Ame'rique et mux

Indes, sans compter les dix ou douze vaisseaux de 50 canons avec one vingtaine

de fre'gates, qu'elle serait obligee d'avoir pour s'opposer, h l'invasion de

Boulogne. Nous nous conserverions toujours maltres de la Medilenane'e,

puisque nous y aurions neuf vaisseaux de construction ve'nitienne.

II y aurait encore un moyen d'augmenter nos forces dans cette mer : ce

serait de faire ceder par I'Espagne trois vaisseaux de guerre et trois fre'gates

a la re'publique ligurienne. Cette re'publique ne peut plus etre aujourd'hui

qu'nn de'partement de la France: 1 elle a plus de vingt mille excellens

marins. II est d'une tres-bonne politique de la part de la France de favoriser

la re'publique ligurienne, et d'exiger meme qu'elle ait quelques vaisseaux de

guerre. Si l'on pre'voit des difficulty a ce que I'Espagne cede a nous ou a la

re'publique ligurienne trois vaisseaux de guerre, je croirais utile que nous-

mSmes nous vendissions a la re'publique ligurienne trois des neuf vaisseaux

'

Tel fill en effet son sort six au sept ans plus tard.
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que nous avons pris aux Ve'nitiens, et que nius exigeassions qu'ils en con-

struisissent trois autres : c'est une bonne escudre, monte'e par de bons marins,

que nous trourerons avoir gagnee. Avec l'argent que nous aurons des

Liguriens, nous ferons fairs a Toulon trois bon vaisseaux de notre construc-

tion : car les vaisseaux de construction ve'nitienne exigent autant de matelots

qu'un bon vaisseau de 74
;

et des matelots, voila notre partie faible. Dans

les e've'nemens futurs qui peuvent arriver, il nous est extremement avantageux

que les trois republiques dTtalie, qui doivent balancer les forces du roi de

Naples et du grand-due de Toscane, aient une marine plus forte que celle du

roi de Naples.
— Victoires et Conquetes, tome x., p. 375.

No. 14.—See p. 206.

On the 10th, at 9 a.m., Lieutenant Duval embarked on board a three-

masted, lateen-rigged Scanderoon boat, laden with bean«, and armed with twe

swivels. On the 11th, at 4- p.m., he lost sight of the fleet, and steered north-

massing within a mile and a half of the Swiftsure and her prize, the

Fortune corvette. On the 16th, at 5 P.M., the boat anchored within three-

quarters of a mile of Scanderoon
;
and saluted the town (a little paltry place,

in the midst of a swamp) with five swivels, but was not answered. This, and

the non-appearance of any colours, raised a suspicion that the French party

prevailed in the town. At length a boat came off, having on board a Turk ,

who called himself captain of the port. At Lieutenant Duval's request the

colours were hoisted : he then went on shore, saw the governor in his mud-

house, delighted him with the account of the action, and obtained his promi.-e

to furnish guards for the journey to Aleppo. On the 18th, at 5 A.M.,

Lieutenant Duval, having the preceding day sent his eight men to Cyprus, for

the English consul to forward them to Naples, and having procured for himself

an Arab dress and a servant, and been furnished by the governor with the two

promised guards, set off on his journey. At 4 p.m. the party arrived at

Aleppo. It took until the 27th to make the necessary preparations for cross-

ing the desert. At noon on that day the cavalcade, consisting of 24 Arabs,

19 camels, and a horse for Mr. Duval, quitted Aleppo. At noon on the 4th

of September, after undergoing the usual fatigue of a journey across the desert,

Lieutenant Duval and his escort arrived at Juba, a small town situated on the

Euphrates. On the 7th, at 2 p.m., he reached Bagdad. On the next day,

the bashaw, who was highly pleased with the news of the defeat sustained by

the French, requested Lieutenant Duval to wait upon him, dressed in his

uniform. He did so ; and, passing an ante-room filled with guards and

attendants, found the bashaw seated in state, on a very rich cushion, with

a minister on each side of him. The floor of the apartment was covered witn

a rich carpet, and the walls and pillars hung with mirrors of various hues, the

reflecticn from which gave to the room a very splendid appearance. The

bashaw dien ordered two attendants to clothe Lieutenant Duval with a hand-

VOL. H. 2h
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some pelisse ; and, pointing to a boat riding in the Tigris, asked him if she

would answer his purpose. The lieutenant made a suitable reply, and departed.

On passing through the streets, he was greeted with " God save and prosper

the English !" On the 9th, Lieutenant Duval, with a proper escort of servants

and guards, embarked in the governor's boat
;
and on the 19th, landed on the

west side of the river, within four miles of Bassorah. Shortly afterwards the

lieutenant got on board the Fly packet, and on the 21st of October arrived in

safety at Bombay.

No. 15.—Seep. 283.

A List of Ships of the Line and Frigates, late belonging to the French Navy,

Captured, Destroyed, Wrecked, Foundered, or Accidentally Burnt, during
the year 1798.

Name. How, when, and where Lost.

Gun-ship.
[20

80

74

(K)

(Destroyed
by fire, August 1, in the

action with Kmr-admiral Nelson's

fleet, in Aboukir bay.
Franklin .

Tonnant .

(M) Aquilon

„ Spartiate .

(0) Conque'rant .

„ Peuple Souverain

Guerrier .

. . Heureux .

. . Mercure .

Timole'on

(M) Hercule

Iloche

Quatorze Juillet

Captured on the same occasion.

Destroyed on the same occasion by
her own crew, after having been
run on shore.

Captmed, April 21, by the Mars 74,
near the Bee du Raz, coast ot

France.

Captured, October 12, by Sir John
Borlase Warren's squadron, off the
north-west coast of Ireland.

Accidentally burnt, May 1, at Lo-
rient.

Gnn-frig.

40

(Z) Loire . . / CaP tlirPf'» October 18, by the Anson
'\ -11, off coast of Ireland.

Captured, June 30, by the Jason
and Pique frigates, in the Passage
Bret' of Fiance.

Captured, October 20, by the Fis-

gard 38, near Brest.

Seine

(B) Immortalite
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No. 15—continued.

Natne -

How, when, and where Lost.

'i'Ja-fiig

f . . Artemise . . . . I Destroyed by fire at the capture of
I Franklin, Tonnant, &c.

.. Se'rieuse i Destroyed by being sunk on same'

1 occasion.

. Confiante 1

DestrTd ' l
l
V

I
1
' after beinS run

Confiante on shore by the Hydra frigate, a

r ., ( cutter, and Bomb, near Havre.

„,«)&&.: : : : :{ °ffi£
•*•—— «- *

. . Bellona 1 Captured, October 12, by the

!l

Ethalion frigate, off Ireland

Captured, August 24, by the frigates
Magnanime and Naiad, off Cape
r inisterre.

, . K<fcolue .... I
CilPtu red, October 13, by the Me-'

i lampus frigate, oft" Ireland.

I .- Sensible
[

Captured, June 27, bv the Seahorse'

(. tngate, Mediterranean.
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No. 16.—See p. 283.

A List of Ships of the Line and Frigates, late belonging to the Dutch Navy,

Captured, Destroyed, Wrecked, Foundered, or Accidentally Burnt, during
the year 1798.

Name. How, when, and where Lost.

Gun-frig.
36 ((?) Furie ) Captured, October 24, by the Sirius

24 (0) Waakzaamheid J frigate, in the North Sea.

A List of Ships of the Line and Frigates, late belonging to the Spanish Navy,

Captured, Destroyed, Wrecked, Foundered, or Accidentally Burnt, during

the year 1798.

Name. How, when, and where Lost.

Gun-frig.

<U (D\ Santa-Dorotea i
CaPtured . July 15 >

hY the Lion
>6* {JJ) banta-Uorotea

J 64, ofl'Carthagena.

An Abstract of French, Dutch, and Spanish S/iips of the Line and Frigates,

Captured, §c, during the year 1798.

Total Total

Lost through Lost through Loss added|
the Enemy. Accident. to the to the

,
*

, ,
» .F. D. & S. British

Capt. Dest. Wrecked. Foundered. Burnt. Navies. Navy.

1 14 8

• •• •• lo O..2 211
Total .24 1 30 19

Ships of the line
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No. 17.—See p. 283.

A List of Ships and Vessels, late belonging to the British Navy, Captured,

Destroyed, Wrecked, Foundered, or Accidentally Burnt, during the year
1798.

Name. Commander. How, when, and where Lost

Gun ship.

7+ (N) Colossus . George Murray. /
Wrecked - ^ 10, off Sicily

v
I crew saved.

50 (T) Leander . T. Bould. Thompson

44 (V) Resistance . Edw. Pakenham

:-;.;'

32

32

28

Captured, August 18, by the

French 74, Ge'ne'reux, near

Candia, Mediterranean.
Burnt and blown up, July 24,

in the Straits of Banca: crew,

except about five, perished.

Wrecked, July 18, off Cape
Farina, coast of Spain: crew
saved.

Wrecked, October 13, near

Brest : crew saved, but made

prisoners.

(75) Hamadryad Thos. Elphinstone
{ ^'^^^f^ ™' °D the

David Milne

Gun-frig.

(A) Aigle

Jason

. Charles Tyler .

. Charles Stirling

„ Pique .

(E) Lively .

„ Pallas .

. Jas. Nic. Morris <

Hon. Henry Curzon <

(/7) Ambuscade Henry Jenkins .
\

(7) Garland

Gun sh. si.

(S) Peterel .

Jas. Athol Wood
(

Charles Long . i

(F) Rover

G. b. sip,

Portugal.

Wrecked, June 29, on the coast

of France : crew saved.

Wrecked, April 12, on Rota

point, near Cadiz : crew saved.

Wrecked, April 4, on Mount-
Batten point, Plymouth Sound:

crew saved.

Captured, December 14, by the

French 28-gun frigate Bayon-
naise.

Wrecked, July 26, off the coast

of Madagascar : crew saved.

Captured, December 14, by a

Spanish frigate-squadron, off

Majorca.

Wrecked, date unknown, in the

gulf of St. Lawrence: crew
saved.

18

. George Irvine .

(7) Kingfisher . Fred. L. Maitland {
Wr

T

e
P
k'ed

« DeC- 3'
0I\the bar ° f

I Lisbon : crew saved.

Raven . J. W. Taylor Dixon

16 (a) Braak

Gun brig
12 (g) Crash

Wrecked, February 3, on the

Middle ground, near Cux-
haven : crew saved.

I

Foundered, May 23, by upset-

ting in the Delaware: captain
and 34 of her crew perished.

B. M. Praed / Captured, Aug. 26, on the coast

\ of Holland.
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Gun-sip.

6

A. T.

Name.

(n) George

(r) Medusa

(z) Etrusco

No. 17—continued.

Commander. How, when, and where Lost.

Michael Mackey

Alex. Becher

George Reynolds

Captured, January 3, by twe

Spanish privateers in the West
Indies.

Wrecked, November 26, on the

coast of Portugal : crew saved.

Foundered, Aug 15, in coming
from the West Indies: crew

saved.

ABSTRACT.

Ships of the line.

„ under the line ,

Total .

Lost through
the Enemy.

,

Capt. Dest.

Lost through
Accident.

Wrecked. Foundered.

1

11 2

Burnt. Total.

1

19

12 20

No. 18.—See p. 284.

For the pay and maintenance of 100,000 seamen and £.

20,000 marines 5,850,000

„ the wear and tear of ships, &c 4,680,000

,, the ordinary expenses of the navy, including the half-

pay to sea and marine officers : also the expense of

sea-ordnance 1,119,063

„ the extraordinaries ; including the building and re-

pairing of ships, and other extra work .... 693,750

„ the expense of the transpo t-service, and of main-

taining the prisoners of war in health .... 1,311,200

Total supplies granted for the sea-service . . £13,654,013

d.

6 7

6 7

No. 19.—See p. 320.

Je ne veux pas vous faire la guerre, si vous n'etes pas mon ennemi
;
mais il

est temps que vous vous expliquiez. Si vous continuez a donner refuge et a

garder sur les frontieres de l'Egypte Ibrahim-Bey, je regarderai cela comme
une hostilite', et j'irai a Acre; si vous voulez vivre en paix avec moi, vous

e'loignerez Ibrahim-Bey a quarante lieues des frontieres d'Egypte, et vous

laisserez libre le commerce entre Damiette et la Syrie. Alors, je vous promets
de respecter vos e'tats, et de laisser la liberte' entiere au commerce entre

l'Egypte et 'a Syrie, soit par terr<', soit par mer.— Victoires et Conquetes,

tome ix., p. 243.
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No. 20.—See p. 335.

Ayant e'te' instruit que mon escadre e'tait prete et qu'une arme'e formidable

e'tait embarque'e dessus
; convaincu, comme je l'ai dit plusieurs fois, que tant

que je ne frapperai pas un coup qui e'crase a la fois tous mes ennemis, je ne

pourrai pas jouir tranquillement et paisiblement de la possession de l'Egypte,
la plus beile contre'e du monde, j'ai pris le parti d'aller me mettre moi-meme
a la tete de mes vaisseaux, en laissant pendant mon absence le commande-
ment an Ge'ne'ral Kleber, homme d'un me'rite distingue', et auquel j'ai recom-

mande' d'avoir pour les ulemas et les scheicks la merae amitie' quemoi. F;iites

ce qu'il vous sera possible pour que le peuple d'Egypte ait en lui la meme
confiance qu'il avait en moi, et qu'a mon retour, qui sera dans deux ou trois

mois, je sois content du peuple d'Egypte, et que je n'aie que des louanges et

des recompenses a donner aux scheicks.— Victoires et Conquetes, tome xi.,

p. 217.

No. 21.—See p. 424.

A List of Ships of the Line and Frijates, late belonging to the French Navy
Captured, Destroyed, Wrecked, Foundered, or Accidentally Burnt, daring
the year 1799.

Name. How, when, and where Lost.

Gun-ship.

50 (T) Leander.

G nn-fngate.

44 (W) Forte .

38 (B) Junon .

((D) Alceste .

„ Courageuse

. . Charente

36 Preneuse

Prudente

Vestale . .

Brune . .

Re'publicaine

Captured, March 3, by the Russians
and Turks, on the surrender of

Corfu, and restored to England by
the Emperor of Russia.

Captured, February 28, by the
British frigate Sibyl le, off Bengal
river, East Indies.

Captured, June 18, by a British

squadron under Captain Markham,
of the Centaur, in the Mediter-

ranean.

Wrecked, November 10, on entering
Lorient.

Destroyed, December 11
, after having

been run on shore near Port-Louis,
Isle of France, by the Tremendous
74, and Adamant 50.

Captured, February 9, by the British

te Daedalus, near the Cape of

Good Hope.

Captured, August 20, by the British

frigate Clyde, off Bordeaux.

Captured, with the Leander, at

Corfu.

CaptuTed, August 26, by the British

frigate Tamer, off Surinam.
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No. 22.—See p. 424.

A List of Ships of the Line and Frigates, late belonging to the Dutch

Captured, Destroyed, Wrecked, Foundered, or Accidentally Burnt, during

the year 1799.

Name. How, when, and where Lost.

Gun-ship.
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No. 23.—See p. 424.

A List of Ships of the Line and Frigates, late belonging to the Spanish Navy,
Captured, Destroyed, Wrecked, Foundered, or Accidentally Burnt, during
the year 1799.

Name. How, when, and where Lost.

G un-frig.

34

Guadalupe .

(27) Hermione .

. . Santa-Brigida

(D) Santa-Teresa

Thetis

Destroyed, March 16, by being run
on shore by the Centaur 74, and
Cormorant 20, near Cape Oropesa,
Mediterranean.

Captured, October 26, by being cut

out of Puerto-Cabailo, South

America, by the boats of the Sur-

prise frigate.

Captured, October 18, by a British

6 igate squadron, near Cape Finis-

terre.

Captured, February 6, by the Argo
44, in company with the Levia-

than 74, near Majorca, Mediter-

ranean.

Captured, October 17, by the British

Irigate Ethalion, in company with
the Naiad and others, near Ferrol.

No. 24.—See p. 424.

stract of French, Dutch, and Spanish Ships of the Line and Frigates,

Captured, fyc, during the year 1799.

Lost through
ncmy.

Lost through
Accident.

Total Total
loss added

to the to tho

-x F.D.&S. BritUi
LapL JAst, Wrecked. Fuundtred. Burnt Navies. Navy

Ships of the line .Du. 7

|Fr.
9 1

Frigates . . <Du.l7

|Sp. 4 1

7 6

11 5

17 11

5 2

Total . . 37 40 24
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No. 25.—See p. 424.

A List of Ships and Vessels late belonging to the British Navy, Captured,

Destroyed, Wrecked, Foundered, or Accidentally Barn;, during the year

1799.

Name. Commander. How, when, aud where Lost

Gun-ship.
98 (II) Impregnable Jon. Faulknor

64 (P) Sceptre . . V. Edwards .

Gun-frig.

| (A) Apollo . . Peter Halkett

38{
[ „ Ethalion . John C. Searle

36 (D) Lutine . . Lancelot Skynner

28 (/) Proserpine . James Wallis

G. eh. sip.

i

(2') Nautilus . Henry Gunter

( V) TrincomaU . John Rowe .

18 (F) Orestes. .

Gun-brig-slp.

(b) Amaranthe .

VVeazle .

Gun-brig.

[(f) Deux Amis.

(g) Contest

10 (h) Fortune

Gun-sch.

14
(i) Fox .

6 (n) Musquito

William Ilaggitt

John Blake .

Hon. H. Grey

Hen. S. Wilson

John Ides Short

Lewis Davis .

Wm. Wooldridge

Thomas White .

Wrecked, October 19, between

Langstone and Chichester: crew

saved.

Wrecked, December 5, in Table

Bay, Cape of Good Hope: 291
of the crew perished.

Wrecked, January 7, on the coast

of Holland : crew saved.

Wrecked, December 25, on the

Penmarcks: crew saved.

Wrecked, October 9, off the Vlie-

island, coast of Holland: crew,

except two, perished.

Wrecked, February 1, in the river

Elbe: crew, except 15, saved.

Wrecked, February 2, off Flam-

borough Head : crew saved.

Destroyed, October 12, by being
blown up in action with a French

privateer in the Straits of Babel-

mandel : crew perished.

Foundered, exact date unknown, in

a hurricane in the Indian ocean :

crew perished.

Wrecked, in September, on the coast

of Florida
;
and many of the crew

perished on shore with hunger.

Wrecked, January 12, in Barn-

stable Bay ; crew, except the

purser, perished.

Wrecked, Way 23, on the back of

the Isle of Wight : crew saved.

Wrecked, exact date unknown, off

the coast of Holland : crew saved.

Captured, May 8, by a squadron of

French frigates, off the coast of

Syria.

Wrecked, September 28, in the

gulf of Mexico: crew saved.

Captured, exact date unknown, by
two Spanish frigates, off Cuba.
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Name,

No. 25—continued.

Commander. How, when, and where Lost.

T.S.

'(q) Nassau . George Tripp .

(r) Grampus . George Hart

Wrecked, October 14, on the coast

of Holland : crew, except 42,
saved.

Wrecked, February, on Barking
shelf, near Woolwich : crew
saved.

(t) Blanche . John Ayscough {
Wrecked, September 28, in thew J 1 exel : crew saved.

, „ Espion . Jonas Rose
Wrecked, November 16, on the

Goodwin Sands: crew saved.

Was Atalante.

g. v. (w) Dame-de-Grace . . . Captured along with Fortune.

ABSTRACT.

Lost through Lost through
the Enemy. Accident.

Capt. Dest. Wrecked. Foundered. Burnt. Total

Ships of the line .... . . 2 . . . . 2

„ under the line . 3 1 14 1 ..19
Total . . 3 1 16 1 ..21

No. 26.—See p. 425.

For the pay and maintenance during the first two lunar £ s. d.

months, of 120,000 seamen, including 22,696 marines,
and during the remaining eleven lunar months, of

110,000 seamen, including the same number of

marines 5,437,500

„ the wear and tear of ships, &c 4,350,000

,, the ordinary expenses of the navy, including the half-

pay to sea and marine officers
;
also the expense of

sea-ordnance 1,169,439 13 11

,, the extraordinaries
; including the building and re-

pairing of ships, and other extra work .... 772,140

„ the expense of the transport-service 1,300,000

„ the maintenance of prisoners of war in health . . 500,000

„ the care and maintenance of sick prisoners of war . 90,000

Total supplies granted for the sea-service £13,619,079 13 11
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Xo. 27.—See p. 426.

Paris, le 5 nivose an viii de la republique.

Bonaparte, premier consul de la republique francaise, a sa majeste' le roi de

Grande-Bretagne et d' Irlande,

.Appele' par le vceu de la nation francaise a occuper la premiere magistrature
de la republique, je crois convenable, en entrant en charge, d'en faire directe-

inent part a votre majeste'.

La guerre qui, depuis huit ans, ravage les quatre parties du monde, doit-

elle etre e'ternelle ? n'est-il done aucun moyen de s'entendre?

Comment les deux nations les plus e'claire'es de l'Europe, puissantes et fortes

plus que ne l'exigent leur sdrete' et leur independance, peuvent-elles sacrifier a

des ide'es de vaine grandeur le bien du commerce, la prospe'rite inte'rieure, le

bonheur des families ? comment ne sentent-elles pas que la pais est le premier
des besoins comme la premiere des gloires?

Ces sentimens ne peuvent pas £tre etrangers au coeur de votre majeste', qui

gouveme une nation libre, et dans le seul but de la rendre heureuse.

Votre majeste' ne verra dans cette ouverture que mon de'sir sincere de con-

tribuer efficacemeut, pour la seconde fois, a la pacification ge'ne'rale, par une

demarche prompte, toute de confiance, et de'gage'e de ces formes qui, ne'ees-

saires peut-etre pour de'guiser la de'pendance des etats faibles, ne de'celent dans

les e'tats forts que le de'sir de se tromper.

La France, l'Angleterre, par l'abus de leurs forces, peuvent long-temps
encore pour le malheur de tous les peuples, en retarder l'e'puisement ; mais,

j'ose le dire, le sort de toutes les nations civilise'es est attache; a la fin d'une

j;u»rr€ qui embrase le monde entier.

De votre majeste', etc.

BONAP.A
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NOTES TO ANNUAL ABSTRACTS.

NOTES TO ABSTRACT, No. 5.

H*. It will be here observed, that, although the columns of both the " la-

crease
"
and " Decrease

"
compartments are vacant, the grand total of this class

differs, by 217 tons, from that of the same class in the preceding year's

Abstract. This is because one of the ships, the Prince, was lengthened 11 feet,

and thereby became enlarged from 1871 to 2088 tons.

P*. The four purchased vessels of this class had been laid down for India-

men, and, together with a fifth not yet launched, were purchased of the

company by the British government. They chiefly differed from the larger

individuals of R, in being constructed with a detached quarter-deck and fore-

castle, and in having one port fewer of a side on each deck
;

so as, from the

increased width of the ports, to carry 24 instead of 18 pounders on the first

deck.

A*, C*, and G*. The frigates in the launched columns were all built of fir.

E*. Of 880 tons and upwards.
T*. The purchased ship was the Pylades, which had been driven on shore in

Haraldswick bay, Isle of Nest, in the year 1794 (see the British casualty list

for that year, vol. i., p. 439), but was afterwards got off, and being deemed

irreparably damaged, sold at Leith. The new owners, however, contrived to

repair the ship, and in 1796 sold her back to the British government.
* The hired vessels numbered about 74. Of course both the line and the

general grand totals of this Abstract, exhibit, when compared with the cor-

responding totals in Abstract No. 4, the difference remarked upon and explained
1 2

at Note H*. Thus: 592
|
530423 4- 99

j
63548 = 691

|
593971—39

|

3 4 5

32916 = 652
|

561065— 19
|
10724 = 633

|
550331+ 217 tons= 633

|

6

550548. Of these sets of figures, 1 is the grand total of Abstract No. 4
;
2 is

the "Increase" total, and 3 the "Decrease" total of the present Abstract ; 4,

such of the ships in the two launched columns as, having been ordered to be built

vol. rr. 2 n*
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in 1795, are already included in the totals of Abstract No. 4: they comprise
all but the two cutters at i. The uext set of figures, 5, would have been the

grand total of Alt it \ . 5, but for the Prince's 217 tons, the addition of

which gives 6, the true grand total of the Abstract.

NOTES TO ABSTRACT, No. 6.

P*. The purchased individual of this class, is the ship referred to in the

corresponding note to the last Abstract.

X*. The newly-built individual is the Endymion, armed with twenty-six

24-pounders on the main deck. Her draught was copied from that of the

Pomone, taken from the French in April, 1794, and she would have measured

the same
;
but the merchant-builders, from some neglect, suffered her frame

to fall nearly eight inches, which increased her measurement by 38 tons :

thus,
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i*. The reason of moving these ships, by the "Converted
"

columns, to -\

new class, in preference to simply transferring then to the "
Stationary

"

compartment of their respective classes, E and P, is to avoid making an

exception to the rule that no cruiser ever quits the "
Stationary

"
columns,

but to be sold or taken to pieces : whereas the Victory and Sampson, on being

subsequently repaired, again went to sea full armed. The rule, it may be

observed, does not extend to the " &c. or non-cruising classes ;" otherwise,

these very ships could not be restored to their former rank.
* The hired vessels numbered about 78.

NOTE TO ABSTRACT, No. 7.

* The hired vessels numbered about 94-.

NOTE TO ABSTRACT No. 8.

* The hired vessels numbered about 96. It will here be seen, that the

Victory has quitted her degraded post at a, to resume the rank which, foi

the space of 33 years, she had so honourably filled. See note a* to Abstract

END OF VOL H.

LONDON: TEINTED BT WILLIAM CLOWES AND SONS, LIKtTED. SI iTRKET

AND CHASING CEOSS.
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