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AUTHIORIZINNG INVESTIGATION OF ACTIVITIES OF
AGENTS OF FOREIGN NATIONS AVFFECTING NEUTRAL-
ITY OF Tl'E UNITED STATE'CS

MIAaicJI 27 (legislative day, AA1Q11 14), 19410.-Ordered to be printed

Mr. CI,.kIRK of AMissouri, from the, Committee oI Foreign relations,
si)miit tc(l the1 followinIg

.R'E, P 0 Ri T
To aCCOImI)alny S. Res. 1861

Thae Senate Committee on Foreigni Relations, having had un11der
consideration thle resolution (S. Res. 186) nuthorizilng an investigation
of the activities of agents of foreign nations affecting the neutrality
of thle, United States, hereby report the smene favorably to the Seuiate
aild recomll-inend that, it (lo pass, with the following amelndellnlits:
On pago 1, line 5, after tle word'"for", strike out, the words 'or onl

l)eilfllf of'.
On page 2, linie 3, after the word ''employ", (1(l lte words "and

to call 1il)oil executive dep)artments for".
Tile 1)IlrosC of this resolution is to make available to the people

of tile IJnited States current information concerning the activities
of any p)ersoi], firml, or corl)oratiori acting for any foreign nation en-
gaged in disseinhinating p)ropagan(da which might jeopardize the
neutrality of thle United States. It is intended to avoi(l a recurrence
of the (lelay ill maklining p)ublic such information p)ertaining to propa-
gand(la activities during thle World War, so11e of which was not made
known to thle people until 20 years later.
For the information of the Seniate there is appenided hereto alnd

inado a plat of this report a communications from the Secretary of
State to the chairinart of the Committee oln Foreign Relations, dated
January 22, 1940, commenting ulp)on thle proposed adoption of this
resolution, which reads as follows:

DEPAHT'M'MENT OF'STATE,
Washington, Januiary 22, 1940.

The Honorable KlT PITTM'PNAN,
United States S'enate.

M r DEAR SZNATOII PITTMAN: I refer to your letter of December 23, 1939,
transmitting for consideration and recommrnendation or report Senate Resolution
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186 providing inl part "That a sl)ecial coninlittee -of seven Senators, to be appointed
by the President of the Senate, is authorized and directed to miake a full and com-
plete study and investigation of the activities of any person, firm, or corporation
acting for or oil b)elhalf of any foreign nation, by way of propaganda or otherwise,
having as their ultimate goal or tending to cause, directly or indirectly, a change
in the neutral position of the United States in the conflicts now being waged
abroad."
You are, of course, familiar with the provisions of the statute of June 8, 1938,

requiring the registry with the Secretary of State of agents of foreign principals.
A coIpy of this statute is enclosed for your convenient reference. Under this
statute 394 agents have been registered and have filed with the Departmerlnt
statements oln the enclosed form setting forth full information in regard to their
foreign principals, their contracts with the foreign principals, and the activities
of tile agents ill this country. Trllese statements are, in accordance with the terms
of the statute, m-naintatined in a special file in thle Department, whieh is opell to
examination by the, public. A list is enclosed of the agents registered as of
December 20, 1939.
The question of enncting Senate Resolution 186 is of course for (Ieterulination

by the Senate. It should be noted, however, that thle provisions of the statute of
June 8, 1938, have already made available to the Congress an(l thle public mlluch
of the information whichi would probably be forthcoming ta at result of the inves-
tigation conteml)latc(I by Senate Resolution 186.

Sincerely yours,
CODELL HULL.
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