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In Organic Agriculture, Cubans
are Leading the Way

by Robert E. Sullivan

Earth Times News Service

HAVANA—The Cuban revolutionary
threat is back. In an innocuous-looking,
unmarked building in the Miramar suburb
of Havanatechnicians from Fidel Castro’'s
communist government aretraining cadres
from all over Latin America

The ideology of the new movement is
being exported, along with equipment, to
nearby Venezuela, Columbiaand Jamaica,
other Latin American countries, and this
time, as far as Europe. Americans, so far,
have been protected by the embargo from
the product of the Cuban revolution: clean
food.

Thefoodisclean—largely free of chemi-
cal fertilizers and poisonous pesticides and
herbicides — because since the fall of the
Soviet Union, Cuba can't afford them.

And, necessity in this case being the
mother of nature, Cuba may be producing
the most chemical free, organic, clean pro-
duce in the world. According to the way
they tell it, Cubans are getting so good at
thisorganic businessthat agronomistsfrom
all over Latin America come to study it at
the Institute for Crop Protection (INISAV)
a low profile center housed in a former
privatehomeinthequiet residential section
of Miramar. Trained at INISAV, and sent
out again to theworld to agitate, have been

agronomists from Mexico, Colombia, Ar-
gentina, Spain, Brazil, Costa Rica, Ecua
dor, Guatemalaand Jamaica. At least ahalf
dozen other countries have signed up, but
the discrete directors at INISAV won't re-
veal their nationalities because, they say,
thetraineesthink their home countrieswill
suffer retaliation from the United States.

The institute has developed a line of
completely biological herbicidesand pesti-
cides marketed throughout theisland under
the brand name Biasav.

Thisyear Cuba, next the world. Exports
of Biasav have begun — not to America of
course, but to most of the above countries
and others. And in Cuba almost 100,000
small-to-medium sized urban gardenshave
sprung up to provide an ever increasing
percentageof thecountry’ svegetableneeds.
Onehundred per cent of theproduceif these
gardens is 100 per cent organic — simply
because of a central dictate: no pesticides
are allowed inside any city limits. Period.
And this comes from the Castro govern-
ment, which is committed to clean food.

What happened?

Ask any ten Cuban agronomists — they
have140Ph.D.sintheAgricultureMinistry
alone, plus 10,000 graduate agronomic en-
gineers— why has Cuba gone organic and
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Dedication of thisIssue: Valeria Jean Daniels-Paddock

Valeria Jean Daniels-Paddock was assistant principal and
counselor at Grey Culbreth Middle School in Chapel Hill.
During her 27-year career in Chapel Hill, she helped originate
the elementary school guidance program. She earned the Hu-
man Rights award and Middle/Junior High Counselor of the
Year award of the NC School Counselor Association, and
Assistant Principal of the year from both Chapel Hill-Carrboro
City Schools (1998) and the NC Association of Educators

May 30, 1949-
July 21, 2000

(2000). Sheinitiated the Character Education programat Cul breth
which is now being adopted by the other schoolsin CHCCS.

Her concern was always the children first, and the people
around her. She counseled them al. She would meet with the
most irate parent or the angriest student, and they would
invariably leave with a smile, even alaugh.

Two memorialswere announced at her funeral, one by the Culbreth principal and one
by the church pastor. She will be missed. The staff, and husband Dick Paddock, along-
time civil rights activist and Prism volunteer, dedicate this issue to her memory.

Radical
Triangle
Newspaper
reaches
10th year

Grassroots paper takes

a break to reassess
by Jeff Saviano

With thisissue, The Prismreachesits 10th
year. This achievement is nothing short of
remarkable.

Againgt al odds, tensof individual s(work-
ing in groupswhich changed over time) pro-
duced a monthly newspaper for 10 years.

No one was paid a dime for their efforts.
The paper supported itself with ads from
small businesses and with donations.

Night after night, and weekend after week-
end, volunteers met and cranked out a paper.
There were many things people may have
wanted to doin amonth than invest five, ten,
twenty, thirty hoursin producing a monthly
radical newspaper. But wedid it anyway.

We—and | think | speak for all themyriad
volunteers over the years—did it because it
needed to be done. We remembered that the
world was full of people both suffering
needlessly and fighting like hell to changeit.

We never sold out, we never forgot our
mission, and we never quit trying to do a
better job.

However, there came apoint at which the
people who happened to be the core volun-
teers, at least two of whomwereherefromthe
start ten years ago, faced a coincidence of
major life changesthat made volunteering at
our former levels of effort impossible.

While some people showed an interest in
helping out, the truth is that this publication
takes an awful lot of work, and if it is pro-
duced in any fashion similar to how it has
been produced, it requires a core group of
people ableto carry on thework each month
for ayear or so.

For now, without a dramatic and unex-
pected appearance of very serious and com-
mitted volunteers, the print version of this
publication will be on hold. (We will be
placing new thingson our website, but thisis
because the website costs nothing and plac-
ing certain materials on the web takes very
little time at all; most of us would prefer a
print version, but this doesn’t seem immedi-
ately possible))

What will and should happennowisnot for
mealoneto say, of course. Somebelievethat
the paper should now rest, having reached
thismark. Othersbelieve agroup of volun-
teers will show up who will continue as we
have, and the paper will jJump back to life.

Personally | see this as a decision to be
made by the community which produced,
supported, and read this paper. Let thedis-
cussion begin, then.

Perhaps our tenth year will be one of re-
birth. ThePrismcontinuedaworthy tradition
of truly independent, grassroots media in
North Carolina. If thiskind of resourceisstill
needed, this community can do it.

-
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The Prism’'s
“Declaration of | ntent”
given 10 yearsago

Here's what appeared in the first, unnamed
issue published in April, 1990, expressing the
consensus of those who pressed forward to
launch this radical paper.

Many have expressed a need for an
alternative newspaper accessible to the
community and response to the need for
social change. The Triangle’ sprogressive
community has no forum for information,
communication and analysis. This has
limited the ability of activists and
organizations to meet their potential and
has left citizens uninformed about
important matters.

The existing news mediais inadequate.
Importantlocal, national andinternational
eventsare poorly reported. The economic
and political forces that shape the news
are not challenged. Our economy is
characterized by grossineguitiesinwealth
and access to resources. while
concentrating power in the hands of a
small elite. Sincethese elites also control
themajor media, newsandideasthat might
challengetheir power are not presented to
the public.

A publication is needed that is free to
report on the forces behind the news. It
must examine the failures and biases of
themainstream media. It must offer sound
waysto changelife for the better, helping
readers to share ideas, experience, hope,
support and power. It can provide an
inspiration to action and a catalyst for
change.

A group has formed to begin to address
this need. Our vision is of an attractive,
readabl e newspaper, apaper that will speak
clearly and directly to a diverse
community, crossing linesof race, gender,
class and sexual orientation.

The success of the paper will depend on
the involvement of the community it
serves. All those sharing a progressive
viewpoint areinvited to participatein any
and all aspects of the paper. We will
continually reach out to thelarge network
of activists, concerned citizens and social
changegroups, providing aforumtoreport
their work events and concerns.

The newspaper will be guided by the
principlesof economicjustice, ecological
responsibility, non-violence, democracy
in all aspects of life, support for
reproductive rights and respect for the
respect for therights, dignity and diversity
of all people.

The paper will be independent, run by
volunteers, not for profit and available
free to the public.

Inside this issue:

< Eye on the Media ............ p. 2
= Deregulation Blues.......... p. 2
< A16 Photo essay ............. p. 3

< 10 Year Retrospective:
Leading Stories....pages 3-10

< Winona LaDuke............... p. 11

= Zapatista Women Rise.p. 12
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THE MEDIA

Colombia Coveragein Mainstream
Media Only Half the Story

by Matt Robinson

Now that $1.3 billionin military and law
enforcement assistance to Colombia has
been approved by Congress, and military
advisory programs have been set up, the
News & Observer hastreated itsreadership
toadiscussion of themeritsand aimsof this
huge aid package. In the July 30 “Q”
section, the question “Colombia: Another
Quagmire?’ isposed. Whilemorethan one
side of theissue was presented, the tenor of
the article makes US involvement sound
morelikeamoral crusade against thelatest
villain of the day -- international narcotics
production and trafficking -- than the dubi-
ous adventure that risks intensifying an
already horrific civil war, afar morelikely
outcome.

Quoting White House sources and Fort
Bragg Special forces soldiers, we are told
that the USis* doing theright thing” inthe
planned intervention programs, already an
established (if under-reported) part of
American foreign policy.

Infact, the UShasalready suffered casu-
alties, most notably Army pilot Jennifer
Odom, whose surveillance plane was shot
down by combatantson July 23. Withmore
American “advisers’ being sent into the
area, more such casualties are, sadly, quite
forseeable, as are civilian massacres that
havecharacterized just about every US* as-
sistance” effort inthe past half century, and
whicharealready far too commonan occur-
rencein Colombia..

In acompanion pieceto the main article,
our esteemed senior Senator Jesse Helms,
in an inspired piece of ‘50s era commie-
bashing, points out that the Colombian
civil war is being waged by Communist
narco-terrorists, and that we must do what-
ever it takes to resolve the conflict. It is
obvious that the Senator’s definition of
“whatever” is limited to military aid and
assistance, and not to negotiated peace.
Meanwhile, best evidence shows massive
army and paramilitary involvement in
profitting from the drug trade, and in a
recent interview paramilitary leader Carlos
Castanaclaimedthat theUShasbeentrying
to provide covert support and direction to
his and other right-wing groups, univer-
sally agreed to have murdered by far the
most civilians.

On the other hand, closer to the govern-
mental party line, themain articlestatesthat

L ocal Activists
Arrested

In the IMF/World Bank demonstrations of
April 16 and, morerecently, the protests of
the Republican National Convention in
Philadel phia, local activistsweretreated to
organized police harassment and brutality.

InaPrison Industrial Complex march on
April 15, over 500 marchers were arrested
by DC police. Non-violent protesterswere
corralled into anarrow block and held cap-
tivefor two hoursbefore being carted off in

the weaponry and technical assistance will
be helpful in bringing about a “negotiated
peace” for the beleaguered nation.

The section omitted the fact that a peace
process has already been established in the
country, and that rebel and governmental
leaders took an extended tour of Europe
together in February in order to learn about
civil peacefrom various other nations, was
completely ignored in the N&O article.
Colombian President AndresPastrana, him-
self under investigation by the Colombian
parliament for having been elected with
massivefunding fromdruglords, hasceded
territory to the rebelsin the name of peace
(and, true, because the rebels are powerful
enough to hold and defend large tracts of
land), and in the long view, a negotiated
peace seemspossiblewithout foreigninter-
vention.

But the “Q" section presented evidence
only in support of US intervention assis-
tance, such as the amounts of drugs pro-
duced in the region and ending up on a
“table in Hilton Head”. Nowhere is the
question posed of “what do we do if this
first' PlanColombia packagefails?’, surely
aquestion of concernto thosefamiliar with
that other conflict of repute from three de-
cades ago, inwhich the US held little more
thanacommitmenttodo*“whatever it takes’
to ensurevictory of non-communist forces.

Asthis“quagmire’ develops, theNews&
Observer needs to take a close ook at the
situation, and ask questions that lead to a
critical and public discussion of the merits
of USinvolvement in the ongoing war.

The lives of 58,000 US military person-
nel may not beat risk in South America, but
the lives of millions of Colombians will
most surely be affected by an aid package
that equal s 5% of the total Colombian bud-
get. Facts, not official or military rhetoric,
iscaled for.

Why Beg for Dereg?

Commentary by Dan Gerlach,
Budget & Tax Center Director

Inanincreasingly stressful world, | think
weshouldall beentitledtoafew certainties.
Oneof thosecertaintiesshould bethat when
| turn on thelight switch, thelight goeson.
Another should be that | know about how
much my electric bill will be each month.

But thereisanational trend to deregulate
the electric industry. Deregulation means
that individual sand businesses coul d select
the company to provide their electricity,
while at the moment electric companies
have monopolies over specific geographic
areas. Under deregulation, electric compa-
nieswould competefor your business, hope-
fully resulting in lower prices and better
service.

Ha, | say. Let’ slook at California—oneof
the statesthat deregulated first. Residential
consumersin San Diego are paying two to
three times as much in their electric bills.
While service during the California heat
wavehasbeen erratic, brownoutshavebeen
common. Several hundred people, al op-
posed to the new deregulation and its ef-
fects, testified before the utility commis-
sion recently.

In other areas of the country, it has be-
come obvious that some power companies
are manipulating prices as well. A Wall
Street Journal article reported that the en-
ergy infrastructureis not ready for compe-
tition. Some compani esaredeni ed accessto
the power grid. Othersaretaking el ectricity
at peak times and replacing it later, jeopar-
dizing supply. Yet others are bidding up
pricesfromsmall plants, knowing that high

CORRECTION

Inyour excellent article on Dianna Ortiz
(July, 1996), you wrote that she is from
Kentucky, whereas she is actually from
New Mexico.

Thank you for writing articles about hu-
man rights.

Sincerely,

Bruce Magnuson

(http://www.propl.org/protest/guatemal/
guat96do.htm)

summer demand will resultinitsuse. The
perfectly competitiveworld that the free-
market pointy-heads envision does not
exist in the energy realm.

Let’snot forget that we' ve already had
telephonederegul ation. I’mnot quitesure
that my long-distancebillshavedecreased
any. After al, how could they? Compa-
nies spend millions on TV commercials
and mail advertisements to recruit you.
They havetothink of ingeniousdisclaim-
ers — “Yes, 2 cents a minute, anytime
(eftertwoa.m. and beforethreea.monthe
second Thursday of the week).” They've
generated amini boomlet inthe economy
by calling my house to convince me to
switch over with wonderful promises:
“Mr. Gerlach, we'll give you free min-
utes, a set of Ginsu knives, and..what the
hey...abrand new car!”

Please. Leavemealone. Let mepay my
bill in peace.

North Carolinapolicymakerswereright
to adopt a go-slow approach to deregula-
tion. The California experience shows
that thereisawhole lot of risk and not a
whole lot of gain to deregulation at this
time.

There are some principles that North
Carolinashould adopt fromtheselessons.
First, any movetoward deregul ation must
contain protections, bothintermsof qual-
ity and price, for residential consumers.
Second, power companies should be able
toexplaintheir plansfor furnishing power
at times of peak demand, such as hot
summer days. Third, any taxation of elec-
tricity should bebased onusage, not price.
Deregulation promises deeper price re-
ductions for large power users, such as
industrial plants. These large users
shouldn’t have all the benefit of lower
taxes as well. Fourth, make it a require-
ment that el ectric providersdon’t call me.
I'll call them.

Dan Gerlachisthedirector of the N.C.
Budget and Tax Center, basedin Raleigh.
He can be reached at (919) 856-2158 or
by email at dan@ncjustice.org. Thisar-
ticle appeared on the web site of the NC
Justice and Community Development
Center, http://www.ncjustice.org.
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ThePrismisanindependent, nonprofit news-
paper providing a forum for grassroots
approaches to social change. In printing
news not covered by traditional media, we
emphasize local issues and local perspec-
tives on global issues. We are guided by
principles of economic justice, ecological
responsibility, nonviolence, democracy, Sup-
port for reproductive rights, and respect for
therights, dignity and diversity of all people.

Theall-volunteer staff for thismonth'’ sissue
of ThePrism:

Editors: Matt Robinson, Jeff Saviano.
Production Staff: Matt, Jeff, Dick Pad-
dock

Treasurer: Matt

Distribution Staff: Matt (co-ordinator),
David K., Dick P., Jerry Markatos, Alan
Archibald, Sharon LaPalme, Pedalers Ex-
press, Jordy McClung.

Serving Orange, Durham, Wake, and
Chatham Countiesin North Carolina
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The Prism

P.O. Box 1544
Carrboro, NC 27510

school buses to be charged with minor of-

fenses. Several Chapel Hill/Durham activ- —_ é
istswereamongthosearrestedinthispolice ‘ prism@metalab.unc.edu (e-mail)
action, which was a pre-emptive strike Vo A g <http://metal ab.unc.edw/prism/> (WWW)
s
i

against the protests scheduled for the next - ‘ A D
day .';l,it ‘
InPhiladel phig, activistsfromaroundthe nm I m‘ . '1‘1':':"
il

state were arrested and subjected to police

©2000 by Progressive Newspaper, Inc. dba
ThePrism. Contentsmay not berepublished
without permission.

At
t{{ ,"; e

brutality -- safely out of thesight of cameras
orindependent observers-- and someare, at
thiswriting, still injail onridiculously high
bonds.

AR=Z0C.
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|IMF ProtestersinDC...

Photo essay by Matt Robinson _ _ _ _

On the weekend of April 14-16, 2000, a massive protest took place in the nation’s capital. The
streets of Washington D.C. were inundated by tens of thousands of activists, demonstrators, union
members, independent media Jaeople, anarchists, and general malcontents, who had gathered to
protest -- and if possible shut down -- the annual meeting of the International Monetary Fund and
the World Bank. Voicing their onosition to IMF/WB policiesthat exacerbate poverty and erode
democracy throughout theworld, but especially in thggl_obal South, the protesterstook to the streets.

Over the course of the weekend, people participated in conferences and forums exEI oring issues
of poverty, development, and globalization, and examined the World Bank/IMF role in the
destruction of environmental, social, and labor standards worldwide. Demonstrators took part in
marches and rallies protesting the Prison Industrial Complex, the U.S/NATO devastation of
Y ugoslavia, the use of sweatshop labor by multinational corporations, and Mexican repression of

| i’ 1 i 5 z T G E g
Above: Green Party Presidential Candidate Ralph Nader addresses the International Forum on Globalization on April 14. Aboveright: The weather was beautiful for the A16 march
to the Ellipse. Brightly painted puppets led the way. Below right: Graffiti marks the sentiment of radical activists. Rain dampened the spontaneous, unpermitted marcherson April 17,
below left, but the police were few, motorists friendly, and thousands of non-violent protesters briefly had the run of the city streets.

MeaeWithStiff Res

indigenous rights in Chiapas.

During the massive, non-violent protests against the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank,
demonstrators and innocent bystanders alike were treated to force and intimidation by D.C. Policeand U.S.
Marshalls. Despiteanti-democratictactics, massarrests, and extra-legal harassment of organizers, protesters, i
and supporters, the demonstrations were a great success. _ _ _ e

For several daysthe World Bank and the | MF were put squarely in the public spotlight, and delegatesto the s !
IMF/WB meetings -- the focus of the demonstrations -- were forced to discuss issues of global poverty and ¥ BE
i?equal ity. The meetings were not shut down, as organizers had hoped, but for three days many thousands LR

;Tpff‘éri'fhdar akthe.world joined together to make e - o ..,..

|

Clockwise, far left: Officer outside World Bank Headquarters watches his back.
I ndependent media shut out of pressconferenceat Convergence Center raid. Phalanx
of motorcycle officers at WB building. National Guard troops called out on A16.
Outside courthouse, supporters of the incarcerated await news of those inside.
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he Prism Retrospective:
10 Yearsof Under-Reported News

The Prismisproud to present a 10-year retrospective of newsand viewsthat have graced
the pages of this grassroots publication. Many of the stories profiled here from the past
decade remain current and have lost none of their relevance. There are stories of hardship
and stories of triumph, and storiesthat, like the university-affiliated toxic dumpsin Chapel
Hill and Raleigh, demonstrate how the Triangleareahaslots of common problemsin search

of solutions.

Please note that we have not reprinted the entire articles here, nor have we chosen only
themost controversial stories. Wehopeyou will find agood representation of the coverage
that The Prism has provided to the area since 1990. The Prism hopes eventually to make
all of itsarchive editions avaiable on the Internet, but for now we hope you enjoy this brief

overview of The Prism’s decade.

1990, May

- Greens call for action

UNC sits on toxic dump

Location of
Landfill

$

Diagram of
Landfill

Possiblechemical substancesburiedinthelandfill
include poisons...pesticides, mercury, and heavy

metals.

By Timothy M. Hunier

“Ignorance is bliss," but not
wiren i comes 10 bazardous wasie.
With thizs in |||im,|I the DI::I.TIHI,.‘
County Greens indtiated on investi-
gation of a chemical lundfill lo-
cated in Chapel Hill and owned by
the University of MNorth Caroling
at Chapel Hill. The Crecns re-
leased the resulis of this study dur-
ing Earth Week, in an effort to in-
form the community of the
exiztence and possible dangers of
the landfill.

The chemical landfill, located
along Alrpont Road one guarter of
g mile north of Estes Road, operat-
ed from 1973 w MNovember of
1979 primarily as a bural ground
for chemical waste from the chem-
istry department at UNC-CH. The
landfill closed in 1979 largely due
to the development of commercial
gervices  that  treat hazardoos
wasie, Since that time, UNC-CH
has realized that it is more pract
cal 1o ship off waste to a contraci-
ed commercial service than to
lendfill the waste,

The Airport Hoad site was a
state approved and planned waste
chemucal burial/dizposal area, In
other words, the university had the
state’s permission to legally dis-
pose of 1ts hazardous and non
hazardous waste chemicals on uni-
versity property. These decisions
weore based on attimmdes of the time
and the then up-to-date informa-
tiefi on hazardowos waste. In the
1570z a sanitary landfill was con-
sidered a “safe" method of waste
disposal as there were no commer-
cial waste treatment services avail-
able. Since the 19M)Fs, however,

increased knowledge in the field
of hazardous waste has lead wo the

reflization that past actions may
be reason for concem for the
present and the future.

Just what was buried in the un-
lined landfill and how much? The
exact answer (o this question is not
known, because there was no per-
mit system that enabled authori-
tizs o track and record hazandous
wiaste that was treated or dis-
posed. It was not until the early

1980's that hazardous wasie regu-
lations and an exiensive permit-
tracking system were implement-
ed w ensure the safety of the
ransporn, treamment and disposal
of hazardows waste, Possible
chemical substances buried in the
landfill include poisons, halogen
ated and non-halogenated sol-
VEMLS, Organics, iNoTganics, pesti-
cides, mercury, and heavy metals.

The uncertain chemical compo-
sition of the landfill could create
several complications, First, resc-
five chemacals may have been
buried next to each other creating
g possible formation of reactive
products or even explosions. The
probability of chermcals reacting
with cach other increases tremen-
dously if the site is disturbed by
events such as on-site construc-
tion or site excavation. Second,
the chemicals were buried in their
original containers, often glass
l!ln-1l||'.'g.._ :'Irlrﬂ noit E.ﬂrl_'.l}l' -d'rallllml_ﬂ]
in 55gallon sipel barrels. These
original bottles may have broken
when the site was covered and re-
ﬂ,?r..'u_iﬂﬂ. thius increa '\i.ll_t: the |_-]|_:|_||._'|;:
for chemicals mixing below the
surface.

The initial disposal procedure
involved the digging of a rench 8
o 12 feet deep, then placing the
chemicals in the renches and bur-
ying them with 4 w 6 feer of sodl

1990, April

There are many in our community who
are politically involved in the struggles of
our Central American neighbors. They are
acting out of astrong moral conviction that
human rights abuses have been committed
and thefingerprintsof theU.S. government
are frequently evident. The magss media
seldom cover the seamier sides to U.S.
involvment in Cen tral America and the
implications are usuallyu off-limits for ex-
tended discussion.

DavidKirsh, astaff member of thispaper
and author of “Central America without

1991, October

{onrofending E.r.!'hn‘-.r: Lam Lian eaceniTy relmuisd o Dhe beriz ], Erik Lorsen asd Tiohos Joses

Raleigh News & Observer editor gives Central American
solidarity activists reason to launch an alternative paper

Crying Uncle,” recently submitted a piece
on U.S. complicity with the Salvadoran
death squadstotheNews& Observer. Opin-
ion page editor Steve Ford refused to run it
because, “there aretoo many fac ts.” When
asked if the piece could be re-submitted
without so many factrsand moreinthemold
of an opinion piece, Ford responded, “I
doubt that would do it. How would you
substantiate what you are saying?’

Two marines refuse
war's immorality

While the Marine Corps has natified a lawyer
representingsever al of theconscientiousobj ectors
inthebrigthat their applicationswill nolonger be
processed, Amnesty International has declared
many of these men “ prisonersof conscience.”

by Kevin Carler

Erik Larsen and Tahan Jones are two Marincs
wha doe1 kave g0 warry aboul being sent back 10
Gearli Araihia il Traq does nil comply with poase-din:
agreements. They'ne being hedd at l_.al:'r.,r! 1 jeune
awaiting cours-martial on charpes of deseslion and
MisEEg B MOvEmCT, .
The two Marines applied for conscientious ohjee-
iof sigtus--Larsen on August 28, 1950, Joncs an
et 26, 1000—and T 1% other Marimes now heid
i the brip at Camp Lejeune, found the ncs of (he
game had been changed. Under nornd condilfs
Miarines [iling applications for comscientions cbs
(o s1ass are piven noncembal duty wiee their ap-
plicalicns afe FEvies ed, Siall SgL Celdker,
public pelatioms officer i Lejenne, says that ths
process nrslly Lakes "gloout B0 days.” 5
Jomes has waited gight monts 10 find out i Ce
millitary will declare bem a OO, The Marmes now
hekd in the hrig Sound et hetwein the monihs they
applicd for OO stafus and theis -.'I'II_JI15-|1|;.iI'..I!_ ihe
Marine Coms had lei the apphcations pass irom
desk: in desk in 2 dishesnening pame of palitical hat
pitans unlil their irials wepe over ._ulh .
Siece carly June, six Manme Cs I':.]'.'::II'I'-'L'I'l re-
Jeased from the brig, leaving 19 men still servng
time. The longest senlence 5o far is that of Enngque
Ciomzabes wha is serving o two and a half year s
ence. Whili the Marine Corps bas notified a lawyer
representing several af the conscienlious cbjecire
in the hrig thal their applications will no koeger b
procissed, ASINEsty Iniemational has :Jn.:.-u::l
rrany Pt mem “prismers af CORSCITCE

TELIIEF Pl S mee e

T = ] [

Michael Marsh, a represtntative of the War Resis-
ter's League, says mﬁﬁmﬁ in the brig ane jast ke
those in any prson, “They dan't have any frecdos
or privacy whatever,” Marsh wrianr.'s_JI:nu_l their
phrysical and mental well-being. Nomally prisoncrs
im the brig are allowed 10 §0 putside for an ILmr or
s of exefcise cach day. But Marsh sy, Far &
good portion of the sammer they weren allowed
autsice at all," Guidelines in the brig sl tal pris
aners will ot be allowed out when the temperabir:
riscs have 90 degrees ar when it rains, The wedlhr
or in Jacksoewille this sumeer? Hot. And when 1
wasn oo hot it rained. ;

The GAQ (Government Accounting Office), an
agency will powers similar 10 those of  congres-
siomal commattee and empowered Lo report 1D COM-
gress, hias initiated an investigation mio whether the
procedures and regulanons fr people applying t:;u
comscientions objector status during the Qu]f Wai
were viclated by the military. Representatives Ron
Dicllums (CA} and John Comyers (MI) plan i i
dhece lepislation that will change the process of ap:
plying for conscienfious chyeclion
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1992, January

Hamlet:

Since the September 3 Hamlet fire, every
week has brought new revelarions of official
disrepard for human life at every level. The
plartwas gever inspected butating ice cream

mext door was—several times! An
FDA inspector was in the plant every day
chicken but overlnoking safety
hozards, He actually approved locking exi
doors “to keep flies owr.” And while there
had only been three reported cases of theft ait
the plans, a businessman member of the state
OSHA (Oceuparional Safety and Health Ad-
ministration) advisory panel cloimed that
warkers there “Brought the fire on them-
setves!” Governor Martin saysworkers need
to "speak up," but it's been revealed thar
federal OEHA dnes not regpond 1o anomy-
mous complaints, Local media call for
regulation.  But more important, workers
.wd FEpreEseRtanion,

ﬁﬂuﬂwuah partion of last

.:gu.m mmm wmwm
= s DY ---l;:-'m_ L

nem:ﬂhzﬂtﬂﬂwhn

Jutice.

Serving the counties of Durham, Drange, and Chatham

store, was one of them.

beginning.

Those who want to

J'.-'n!-t'u'.L'FE Coniaee:

PO, Box 951
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

The Hamlet tragedy hes revealed more [
1he world than merely the callousness, greed,
and inbusmanity of one profil Fungry corpo-
rate family. It reveals more than the lack of
adequate regulations or their enforcement at
the bocal, state, and federal level.

Such a needless industrial tragedy could
only b to 2 Southern working class
shackled by the crisis that Is their day wo day

CEPEMENCE, - ]

At Imperial workers were paid poverty
level wages. Low wages are characlenstic of
the Soath.

Imperial workers were permilted onc bath-
room break per day. The lack of dignity and
respoct om the job s a comman characieristic
of e Soath.

Imperial warkers paid remendously high
(for poverly wages) insurance costs each
month. Many Southem companies force
Southem workers 1o pay for thetr own cover-
age for inadequate insurance, if coverage is
offened at all.

Former Imperial workers complain that a
common occurrence at the plant was 1o fire an

In memory of Bob Sheldon

"Bob had
that spirit of
bringing light
to his
community”

There are some people whose allegiance is to
the human race and to the survival of the earh,
They oppose the pursuit of empire, whatever its
guise. They are called intemationalisis. Bob
Sheldon, founder of the Internationalist Book-

He was morally wounded on the night of
February 21. On the way 10 the hospital that
night, I happened to hear a tape of a talk com-
memorating another internationalist, Ben Linder,
the American voluntcer who was murdered by
the US-backed contras for the crime of bringing
electricity to light a tiny village in Nicaragua,

Whatever the motive for last month's murder,
Bob had that spirit of bringing light 10 his com-
munity. The Prism staff will fondly remember
the guidance and support Bob gave us from the

volunteer their help in
keeping the Imternationalist Bookstore open,

Imernationalisi Bookstore Committee

Checks should be made payable to: "IBC"

—  Interview: Dr. Rudolf Zarzar on American Arabs: page 3 -

The Prism

— Vol.2 No.2 March 1991

injured worker after they received workmen's
compensation for an injury an the job. South-
erm states have the worstinjury

programs in the country, with Narth Carling
leading the list, where punishment by t'um; i
the most comman “remedy” for on-the-job
accidents,

Imperial’s maintenance workers were
forced 10 “leave the burners on” while they
utempled i repair aulty hydraulic lines “1o
savedown ime.” Forced production, regard-
Yesg of the cost 1o the wark~farce, is the rule of
the day in Southern plants. In the pouliry
industry, injuries hk:mpqﬂ mrrn:tsmlmr.
may have reached

Imperial Foods in a
Southern Afnmhtmu{ﬂt mmﬂ::
More than a third of all indusiries in the South
will “find their way™ 1o a Black Belt area—
especially those industries which are labor
inlensive.

FREE -

IEZAHD MATIHYW ASTLHMNDD

Never again!

n;memum
ﬂ:mhnﬁumdmmm
The lack of Black political pawer in the Souath
i & majar factor in the lack of political and
regulatory protecions for African- American
people throughmat the Sowth.
Souih has e ovest percntage o i
percentage of organ:
warkers i ihe country. Even where unians
do exist in the South, they ane weakened by
the kack of a supportive climale.
Twenly-five Southern workers ame dead,
We mdiom with thedr families and loved ones,
Weshare their frustration,, &n ger, despair, and
pain. Ta paraphrase one worker, ' cared
mre 2ol their chickens and profits than
they did abowl the who worked there.”
Imperizl Foods' locked doors and blocked
exils Lell it all, However, il was never more
tna¢: that we must do more than feel the pain
and suffering of all that we have last, The
Hamlzt tragedy muast never happen again
Contriburions can sill be sent to;
Food Products Victim Rell,
Fund, P03, Box 151, Hamler, N
28345, The Relief Fund is being
adminiztered by the town of Dobbing
Heights.
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NAFTA: What Does it Meanto NC?

by Mia Kirsh

Mearly 200 community leaders, activisis,
businesspeople and citizens gathered for a
conference in Durham at the end of January
1o kearn more about the Nomh Amencan
Free Trade Agreement (MAFTA)L The con-
ference, entitled “Free Trade Agreements:
Impacts on the Camolinas and the Ameri-
cas,” was well arganized by a number of
local envirpnmental, Latin American,
church and eniversity groups.

The majority of the fificen mostly pro-
gressive panelicis and speakers sought o
amend NAFTA rher than o oppose i,
Most progressive groups around the coun-
iry have opposed MAFTA outright as has
miostof the population. A recent Wall Street
Joumal/MBC news poll showed those with
an opinion on NAFTA opposed it by nearly
2o 1. Bul the conference panelisis argwed
that amending the agreement is polentially
mere: sz ful.

MAFTA, like its companion ghobal agres-
ment, the General Agreement on Trades
and Tariffs (GATT), is not a “done deal.™

There is still time n:'r'up[:m it o b amend
it befiore Congress votes on it this fall. That

is why getting informed about it is soimpor-
s b dailed

fiov o the: job. This conference was an excel-
lent source of information about NAFTA
and its broader implications for our com-
munity, But The Prism was the only local
paper that bothered 10 cover il

NAFTA: What it is and who's behind it

In his keynote speech, Dr. Jorge
Castaneda, 2 professor from the National
Autonomous Uriversity of Mexico, and a
visiting professor at Berkeley and Princeton,
said that NAFTA was originally acorporate
ideacvobvedinCanada, the U5, and Mexico,
Although NAFTA was “signed™ in August
1992 bw Georpe Bush, Canada's Prime
Minister Brian Mulroney, and Mexico’s
President Carlos Salinas, it is ool yel setin

stonc. Bush msistod on the lie that this i5 the
only possible frec-rade agrecment. Butthere
are other ways 0 do it, according 1o
Castaneda,

The Bush agroemend 15 a typecal conser-
vative freg-rade plan, with no social or
environmental awareness and no industrial
polacy for the futere. Castanada envisioned
an altemative agrecment simila 10 the Eu-
ropean Community (EC). This 30-year
Eurcpean plan is more socially and envi-
ronmentally aware, allows labor mobility,
andmakes possible the rransfer of resources
Erom richer i poorer regions, enabling their
Ereater SCONOMA paricipation,

[T

1993, May

sary

Lesbiansand Gay MenMore Visible,More Victimizedin North Carolina

by Jeremy Raw

I thez weakee of B bugely successiul marchon
Washington DN in support of equasl righis for
me, lesbiangs and bi-sexuaks, the Morth
tiom fiorGay and Leshian Bagual-

fity (NOCGLE) released its annual repon on
M:y#in jgh, The report, entitled
Human Bights in Mot

l:u'nlhu,“ chironicled bigited vickence and
discrimination beshians:, gy mmaen and
peoplewith ATDS, Humanrights abuses mnged
from hate crimes i discrimination by govers.
mend agencics, including harssment, entrap-
mend and [alee srrest by law enforcement

oifficers.

MCCGLE documenied a ol of 578
anti-gay incilents inNorth Carolinain 1992,
O ihese, 104 gualified s hate crimes under
federal guidelines, & marked increase from
the 61 hale crismes documented in 1991,
MOCGLE complled ifs statistics Fromm dada
collectsd b 1992 by o statewide nelwork of
lesbinn and gy Service agemcics.

Anne Burden, coofdinatar of NOOGLE,
commended, <1992 marked many bresk-
throughs as besbians and gay men played

1993,July-August

increasingly visihle pablic mles in both
national and siate clections, as well as in
Tocal churches and schools. Right-wing ac-
livisis responded with a backlash of vio-
lesice and harasament intended to intimidae
people back imto silences.”

Burlcin also stated that “The Mational Les-
bian and Gay Task Force estimaes that B0F
of anti-gay incidents go unrcponiod.  When
s b aunad wmmmpmm they rigk
bosing family, friends, amployment, housing
il mmmm"humm of fheir sexual

that podice and
T BOvETTUTICNL Agencied
often scem por of the problem mther than a
resource,” she added.

Mevertheless, Burlein noted that the: tide
1% changing and that Monh Caroling cowrs
are becoming more responsive o kesbians
and gay men.

Significant discrimination coninecs o
afflict lesbizns and gay men. The NOCGLE
repart pointed out the vulnerability of lesbi-
s s gy men 10 witch hunts™ that target
and roob out employees simply because
they are rumored 1o be homosexual. Such
discrimination s mot yet illegal because
leshians and gay men e not yet incleded in
fedderal of stabe civil rights ks,

The activitics of the police creaie ansihier
significant problem. Accounts from Char-
lotie indicate that police “sting™ operations
have haragsed, enticed and falsely amested

ay men, in vinhu:u:jfnl I.II-IIM L5,

HOn'S guaranies ﬁ'm
thi wnder the lva, ﬁrﬂarﬂuuﬂ:nlu rights

whether helerosexual or homosexual Un-
der this law, approximately $0% of the
siaie’s population are felons. The law is
applied in a discriminalory way against
leshiang and gay men., and remaing one of
the strongest pillars supporting a climate in
which anti-gay higotry seems accepiable,
mﬂhum:mnmuﬂﬂﬂmu_m
chse 10 fear of AIDS, much of it by is0iBons
suchas the NC Department of Social Services,
wihbch refused o remiove HIV-positive chil-
ddren from abusive homes because the chikien
“sevene poang o die anyway,” Children have
bepoame the victims of homophobin in other
wavs as well, One of the crechest effects of the
crme against nature law B i use o deny
beshinn mothers and Fay fathers access i their
children in custody dispuies following d5-

vorce. An alarming rise also ocourred in ho-
mophobic abuse among youth and on cam-
puses, making youth and schools the area of

increase in documened ant-gay inci-
dents in 1992,

The Coaliion called in its report for re-
peal of the crime against natare law; for the
state 0 re-enier the Mational Onganizaleon
of Victim's Assismnce, [or atention by
high school and college campuses o the
needs of leshian, gay and bisexeal youth;
for law enforcement io siop selectively en-
forcing the crime against nature law and 10
abandon entrapment techniques; for civil
rights protection for lesbians, gay men and
hisexuals; for maintenance of anonymous
AIDS testing and stale-supported AIDS
pﬁwmnnmg 5; for an end to the US
military’s ban on homosexuals; and for
training members of the bar in gay/lesbian
isspes in Family and criminal law,

Said Burlein, “We hope this repart will
contribate (o the growing movement among
concerned citizens o create a new climate
in Hurﬂiﬂwﬂuﬂaﬂﬂfﬁlﬁhﬂlltﬂ:vﬂ-

UNC Housekeepers Movement Building Steam

bJ' Wilss Siiegifer

Sometimes it tnbes o disaster 1o ninvigo-
male a movement, Oiher Bmes, you necd a
victory ib rekindle a scnee of mesmcmbum.
The UMC Housckeepers Movemenl =
cently got both.

Hard an e beel of news o an imparant
coufl ¥ictory for the honsckeopers' class
ACHOn ey agalnst e wd versty came
e outragecas Aringof housckoepers leader
Erdc Browming.

Good news wd bad, it all adds up 1o a
stronger. marsanified, mone vieible Houss-
kegpers hovemen

September Hearing Sed

The good news is tat the housskeepers”
class action grievance will gela full beir-
img. That . hedore ady Adminssmranve
Law Jadge in € M]‘:lbl Hill, will b the: final
e wsEics In September. Ninety one house-
kecpers arc curmently signedonio the gries
ARCe

In a mwolions in April, Judge
Brenda Becton brushed aside university ad-
minisiralion alempls b crpple the ghey-
ance. A molion o dEmiss te gricvanoe, a
mston o force the disclosure of all griev-
ams® @y retums, and a motion o dismiss
cvidence of the university's hislory of main
tnining unequal trsatment for “back jobs™ -
all were rejecied.

The judpe also expressed willingness o
heear hevuseloremers” ideas for rednece, inciud-
ing back pay, (ool pay, and meaningful
trainng oppoTmnike:.

expenses for the gricvance are ex.
= o mun ower B5000,

Housekeeper Eric .ﬂ‘.n'.nl-'rlmi' Wil P G LS
five children.

Conversathon ... or Retabation?

The May fring of houschecpers lender
Eric Browning was a shock to the entire
mevement. Brovwning, an osspoken mem-
ber of the Hortekeepers Assaciation Sieer-
ing Commines, was glven as the reason for
his firing an emotional conversation he had
wilh his job coungelor. Movement leaders
think the firing slems fom realiaton, nota
COfnvEriatinm,

Birowning, a faher of frve, worked for fiour
YEArs &8 A UMNC housekeaper, In thal time, he
filed 13 applicatons for beoer paying jobs.

He has thres vears of college, consisently
pond b mwiews, ecopnized lesdership
ability. and pot along well with his co-
WHITKEES,

Hiz was denisd on all 13 applica
o, Sormetimes hey would el i e
wsexd too moch of his sick dme. Many dmezs
his applications wonbd be lost, Once he
way given the obligatory inberview aller
thiz juty hed already been filled, Onlly once
did he even get the nothce of dendad guaramn-
teed all employees.

He had meone than leadership in the
HDUE[:HW.I&H La Prsaka i & I.l.q;u-l.fl.'lr (10
admindzration, Browming also had won
vichories in the emiployver grievance gye-
iem when he was treated enfuirly, At the
i e v M, b hasd bweo grievances in
proceas, dealing with training and promo-
tion, Both were stopped by the finng.

Erraming may kave further imper-
Ll frs o By mebeling with Jesse Jackson
when he wis here in April. The Prism ran
n [l prape of the mwo shaking hands
st days be the Firing

Browning and the Howsckocpors Associa-
oy heeld 8 widely -covered press conference
on June 24 o arnoence his dacision (o con-
tesd the firing. That will begin with o ariver-
sily hearing on July 21 i,

Albout the Moversent

Cver S0 parcent of the 300 plus house-
lopppers A1 TUMC ane A frican Armenican. Over
W peroenare wonmen. They ane in fhe lowaest
pay gracke n ihe smate sy=icm; the s@aning pay

of 511,60 por yoar puts them well below the
povery line, hMost chock in st 3550 in the
maming. They have o ask permlssion oo use
the bathroom. They get no half howr brealk fior
lunch Their “Imining opporumities” are an
insuling litany on “policy and procedine ™
Ten year weicrans work bndaily Tear best they
bz Suspecied of “speaking wp,” Their super-
visirs are often undemoed or arhilmry or
wiorac Theassisant supenniemdeniol house-
keeping s known for Rting in the bushes o
spy & howiekeepers oome in o wark o
simgle oul deose msore than fowr minuoies e,

This i= a movemonl whose signilcancs:
[FAEBCENCS Our Real issue™ Calegiries of race:
of pemder, 1 Bes al the ingeracction of our
soicly's vicionsness and negleot oannds
Adncan Americans, iowanks women, iosvards
Thee o anal bess sducated. 1 is & movement
of peogle who insist caly on being meated as
PEFSONS

v is about sierple kleals, ileals like dignity
and faimess and justice and

Take spme time now, while you are sdll
thanking recklessly about justice, You con
afford 510; miyhe wou can sTord mone.
Withoul Immedine suppon Cmn sar cofm-
TGy, Our Ereyamce will dc, our mcwshct-
fcr will fall sileni. Send a check o the TN
Housekeepers Associathon, Campus Y, CB #
S1E5, UNC.-CH, Chapel Hill, MC, 27500

The Howackeepers Associzaion holds meet -
ings &l noon cvery Tharsday in the Campas
Y ot UMNC. Supponiers are welcoms,

Srurgler 15 the aoning edifor of the Howse-
Erepers newelener, We Arc All Housekesp-
=
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““Single Payer”’ Beats Other Health Plans

Health Care in the South

'* The infant mortality rate in the South is
higher than the rest of the country, and
In some rural areas it is higher than in
Haiti— the poorest country in the world.

* Southerners paid 8.3% of their income
for health carein 1980, and 11% in 1991;
both are higher than the national aver-

age.

= Qualifying for medicaid in the South is
difficult because the maximum jraarl'f
g"lﬂ:arge for a family of three to qualify is

* The low unionization rate in the South
means if you want higher wages, you'll
probably lose your health plan. A
two out of three jobs are now tempaorary
or contract labor (with no benefits)

{source: Former Georgia Representative, Rira Valenn)

By Mia Kirch

Is the Clinton health care reform package
a step forward for Americans, especially the |
uninsured poor, or could it be a step back- |
ward? Many in the progressive community wrestled with
this question atthe recent NC Falr Share Convention held on

Ociober 30th In Raleigh, The problem: should we support
Clinton’s plan 25 a necded first slep oward impeoving

1994,March
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Let's Eliminate the Sales Tax on Food
by Jimi Jerisen

Of all the many ways in which the poor and the disadvantaged are treated
unfairly, Motk Carclina's sales tax en food is one of the warst, I {5 one bk of
unfairnzss that could — aml shouk] — be changed.

It should be ersy 1o remave the tay on food. Veoss messres have Been
progosed to elisinale, or at the very kast reduce, the tax. Tliere are cugrently twn
ball 1 the begaslaturs that would chaage the sales tax siroctene & it affects food.

The best arguiment agaimet a mles ta an foad isobvioes: A saestox is probahly
the most regressive tax there is. That is, the lower a family's income, (e more of
its imenme the Family mast spend on thimgs subgert tathatnx, Typically, acconding
o Citizens for Tax Justice. low-income families spend three-quarters of thear

1995, May

income on things sudect 1o sales tax. Middle-inceme Fumilies spend less thas falf
their income ca thisgs subject to sales tax, and the richest families spend only
sont ane-sixth of their income an axed poods.

Put areher way, o b pescent sales ta s the eguivalent of an incame tax with
#4.5 pervent rate for the poor, a 3 percent rae for the middleclass, and a 1 percest
rale fon e nick That's aboul ® [SEIEAsIvE and uslair 4 2 tax can 2, and the
reson Tor sporadic — and unsuccessful — olempts 3t substsniial iax rebef forthe
poor by reducing the tax, at least on an essemial [l Gmrl, We gy, after all, ke
b eal. Poedd s handly discretionary spending. Butat presen, it seems more [ikely
that the begislatare will be saccessful in attemptsto eliminate the itangshles s,
| a step that wou'd obviously benefit the well-4o-do, The fact that ohservers think
{1Bas small tax on stocks, honds. matual fid (holdings and other “imaseible™
| assets may be eliminated, while) atteapts to cul the tax on food may fail or be
postponed, reflects the reality of the polstical power stnicture in our state.

Orpasizations sack a5 Morth Caraling Fabr Share ars working ard s change
this situation. Removal of the siles tax on food is ang of the top goals an Faie
share's agenda, along with promotion of the simgle-payer bealih plan. Butit won't
be casytoaccomplish. All food hud been exempled from the sales mx ance before
—in 1941 — but the tax was resmposed in 1961, specifically to provide mon:

maney fior education. Sines ther the sales tax has been going up rather steadily
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How I Survived
AIDS-Related
Pneumonia in a

North Carolina
Prison

by Eddie Hatcher

Prism

Exclusive!

im J98%, Eadie Harcher and gaother Native Ameri-
e, Fimorhy Jecobs, becane imtermutionally known
Jor their fmkeover af e local rewspaper m Robeson
County, They took this acrion as a desperare attempt o
drivw altention ta courdy afficials"invalvement in drug
trafficking and discrimingtory treatment of minority
citizens, A federal jury aoquirted Harcher and facobs,
bur subsequently the state tried and convicted Haicher
on kidnappirg charges. While Jacobs accepied o plea
bargain agreemert, Hatcher war sembenced fo an [8-
VEOF Brison ferm

Harcher remaired politically aciive while in prison.
He was stabbed in the lung a couple of vears ago by
angiher prisouer who kar cloimed that he was acting
o the sugpestion of @ priton official. Several moaths
agd, Hatcher was diagrosed with AIDS gnd fnally
wats releazed fram prizon. However, state officialy did
mal pive @ clear reasan for his releace

Hatcher gives the follewing deseriprion of the prison
mecical freatment ke received recently;

n the occasion of our fifth anni-
O versary, 1t's worth asking: What
i5 the character of the Prism?
We have always attempted to publish
items on local issues and activities or
local aspects of national and global is-
sugs, However, we depend mostly on
local people to volunteer to write and it
generally takes more legwork to do a
local story. And what happens nation-
ally and internationally s more and
mepre related to what is going on locally.
[n essence, there is no separation be-
tween local and non-local. NAFTA is a
good illustration of how local global
cin be.

Nevertheless, there's been a notice-
able pattern of The Prism doing an ar-
ticle about something sirictly local and
then several days later the same basic
slory comes oul in one of the local for-
profit papers. This happened with the
story about the uncertainty about Inter-
nattonalist bookstore's future. It hap-
pened with the article about the specific
ways that the Smart Stan program ben-
efits children. It happened with The
Frism's scoop that Oscar-winning Em-
powerment Project was moving to Or-
ange County from California.

-

On January 12, 1995, while being housed in solitary
confinement at the Iredell County prison unit in
Statesville, I began to experience a dull pain in the
lower part of my right chest each time [ took a deep
breath. For several days I attemipted o' overlook the
pain, thinking it might be a sore muscle or something
unimpaortant.

Approximately four days after the pain began, I
informed the prison nurse of the pain and shortness of
breath. The nurse told me that I had a hiatal hernia, and
I was given a bottle of Maalox. After several bottles of
Maalox, and another week of worsening pain and
shortness of breath, [ approached ancther nurse. [ wold
this nurse that I felt as if | had some congestion in the
lower part of my chest, and that if I could get it broken
up it would go away. She advised me very quickly to
lake a “cold pill” which had absolutely nothing to do
with chest congestion.

Each day the pain and shortness of breath would
intensify. 1 could feel my breath becoming shorter.
After about three weeks, the pain and shortness of

I arrived at the hospital
emergency room in shackles

and chains, almost unable to
walk.

breath had become so bad I had almost stopped eating.
1 quickly learned that if I lay on my right side, it helped
the pain ease up and it seemed I could breath easier. 1
began 1o hurt 0 bad that 1 would refrain from getting
ap Lo eat.

R NN PERSS RIS U b RO

FEPEIRSY RENCEE. R -E
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Labor Board Slaps Greensboro Kmart with Kmplaints

TEED OFF: Workers get distincily lower wages and benefits at the Greenshoro Distribution Center than at other

Kmarr DCs.

1996, February

Swine Stench
Stalks Siler City

Chatham County: Next Hog Haven?

by Steve Seilkop

Chathary County may soon be on the
receiving 2nd of spill-over from indus-
trial pork producers st like the fecal
slopthat has contaminated castern North
Curolina,

iChver the past sumimer, breachss and
overflows of animal waste “lagoons™
have pesulled mthe dischacge of ol
lions of gallons of pollutants into tee
riveers and streams of eastern North Caro
ling. Mearly all of these catastrophes
have ocourred al larpe-scale hop opera-
tions, with one spill into the New River
exceading 23 million gallons, Coupled
with unusually large die-offs of mil-
lions of fish in our coastal rvers and
estuaries, these disasters have brogght
publicity to the rapid growth of the hog-
production industry 11 our state and it
rele in the escalating degradation of our
water quality and fishenes

Until the events of the sumimer, imany

of us in the Miedmont were unaware of
the growth in the state’s hog production
which has occurred primarily in eastern
NC. Ower the past five years, hog pro-
duction has doubled to nearty eight mal-
lion animals per year, These animils
generate mone than twice as moch bio-
Iogical wasie as the state’s human popu-
lation.

The treaiment of the hog wase s
kowever, mech more mdimentary and
loosely regulated. The “farms”™ that pro-
cuce the hogs are enormous, with o
single operation having as many as
20,000 hogs confined in bams from
which feces and urine are penodically
fushed inte multi-acre open ponds (Cla-
goons” ) and then sprayed onto agricul-
tural fields. The situation for indivicdu-
glz living near these large-scale hog
|'-|:'rE|':l1Il.‘:lI'|i I grem In additionto suffer
g aniolerable odors and. conlamina-

tion of their wells by nitrates and bacte-
na, neighboring residents have experi-
enced severe degradation in the vialue of

Ueir property.

1996, June

by Andy Rogers

The Natonal Labor Relations Board (NLRB) hit Kmarni
Corporation with the third set of complainis in less
than two years for violations of federal labor law at
Kmart's Greensboro distribution center. Among the
25 violations in the latest set of complaints against
Kmart: ierminating ernployees in retaliation for union
activities, threatening employees with discharge and
other retaliation for union activities, failing 1o supply
records of occupational injuries and other information
regarding work hazards and emplovee health and
safety requested by union representatives and illegally
lelling employees that wage increases were withheld

or frozen in retaliation
for voting for the
union.

Workers at the
Greensboro facility
voted several years
ago 1o be represented
by the Amalgamated
Clothing and Textile

Workers  Union
(ACTWU). The
workers say the Union

representation  is
needed to fight abuse

Abandoned in Durham

by Michael Steinberg

Perhaps a millien people in the ricn-
eif nation on the planel continge fo
wander fer wani of shelter, while empty
hewses proliferate within their sight but
nat their grasp, The Triangle may be
continuing iis econpmic expansion, but
perhaps several thowsand in Durham
alone face homelzssness every day

This two-par! series Investigates
fomelessness in Durham. Puart One | be-
[eri | JECUEEE O the Im'r'g-'h' of those hav-
ing f rely on Durham’s shelier system.
Part Two, in the next [s3ue, exposes
those who profit by controlling empty
and abandoned housing.

Part One of Two Parts

In the Shadow of the Jailhouse

(O a blistering hot Saturday last May
I met three people sitting in the shadow
of the Community Shelier For Hope at
412 Liberty Street just east of down-
town Durham. The shelter, also known
asCommunity Shelter for the Homelbess,
15 operated by the county, though its
contimuing future is in doubt, as some
county commissioners want (o reduce
of cat off its funding.

Flvers posted ominously at the
shelter's entrance had already given me
a foal warming:

Attention Residents
BeginningJune 1, 1996, DCSH
will be charging residents a fee
of $5 per day to stay here and
receive services,

Otside, one of the three people in
the shelter's shadow had nothing good
tosay aboutit. Alice Suggs sand she d
been thrown out of it into a hard ram
early one recent morning beciause a
steik knife, one she said she kept for
protection, had been found on her,

“They told me to go to the library,”
she said, “It's like a prison in the
shelter. [f you don'tdowhat they want
they treat you like dirt.”

Suggs protested the strict regimen-
tation inside the shelter. To her this
reflects a public mentality that sim-
ply because one is homeless one 15
less than human or some kind of
criminal.

Suggs, who has lived in Durham
most of her adult life, said her last
job, which paid $4.50 per hour, “fell
through the cracks™ and that her 3 week
sty al the shelter had not enabled herto
find another one.

“Youcan't getajob,” she complained.
“You goita fix your hair and have nice
clothes. You can’t get to sleep in there
until 1, then have to be up at 4 or 3 just
to go to Labor World (a day workplace
nearby at 715 North Mangum). And
when you do go to sleep vou still better
watch your stuff.”

Suggs said she ended up in the shelter
after her unemployment ran out and she
could no longer pay her $50 weekly rent.
Suggs' companions, George Bumnett
from St. Paul in Robeson county, and

James Parker from Virginia, had
been staving at the shelter too, and

agreed with her assessment of It.
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Hunger and disease inflicted on Iragi civilians: terrorism.

Jayjunsy sdof-1temiagg {q 010y

children of Iraq

by Rania Masri

“I am against war, since war means de-
struction, hurt and ruin. Nobody should
like war especially when all the greai pow-
eri of the world gang up againsi one coun-
iry in an unegual war and iry to destroy all
signs of progress and make the country go
back to the middle ages. People are starv-
ing to death and inflation is murder. Mis-
siles and bombs do not think, they hit and
explode—whether you are military or ci-
vilian, sick or well, old or voung, men or
women, you die.  Where do you go io
hide?"

— [ragi woman over 50 vears ald

The war against the Iragi people did not
end in 1991 with George Bush’s cease-fire
declaration; instead, the war against the
Iragi people—against the Iragi men,
women, and children — 15 continuing with
savage intensity to this very day. It has
only changed in form from the thunder of
bombs to the eerie silence of a militarily-
enforced blockade.

More than 300,000 Iragis were killed in
the 43-day military war in 1991, Since
then, more than onemilhion people—mainly
young children—have died as a direct re-
sult of the US-led blockade on this small
country. The lack of food and medicine,
along with the deteriorating sanitary con-
ditions in [raq, have caused far more harm
and suffering than the military war itself—

despite the use of more than 142,000 tons
of borbs and 350 tons of depleted uranium
shells during the bombing campaigns, From
a legal perspective, the mantime blockade,
coupled with the air blockade, amounts to
an act of war, thereby making the eco-
nomic sanctions a continuation of the war
that supposedly ended in March 1991
What have been the effects of this con-
tinuing war, euphemistically referred to as
sanctions, on the people of Irag? Four
million people, one-fifth of the population,
are currently starving to death in Irag (UN
FAD report, 1995). The general human
situation is deteriorating everyday, while

thesituation for women in[raq iseven more
precarious. Up to 95% of all pregnant
women in Iraq suffer from anemia, and thus
will give birth to weak, malnourished in-
fants. Most of these infants will either die
before reaching the age of five due to the
lack of food and basic medicines or will be
permanently scarred, either physically or
mentally. Furthermore, many mothers, due
to their own weak bodies, are unable to
breast-feed their children. Due to the run-
away inflation caused by the blockade, these
families lack the means to feed their chil-
dren. The mothers often bring their chil-
dren to the hospital to die.

1997, October

NRC Lets Shearon Harris Slide—Again

by Michael Steinberg

A US General Accouming Office repon
carlierthis yearlambasted the Nuckear Regu-
latory Commission for letting safety prob-
lems proliferate and fester ai the nation's
nuclear power planis. A recent review of
the situation a1 the Shearon Harris nwclear
power plant by this reporter contimmed the
GAD analysis at that facility. And beli-
tightening measures by the plant’s owner
and operator, Caroling Power & Light, are
(hreatening o make safety there deteriorae
even further,

The Untouchables

I'he GAC report. enlitled “Nuchkear Rejpu-
lation: Preventing Problem Plants Reguires
More EMfective NRC Action,” was released
an June |7 11 was underaken alier public
pressure mounied by communitics near
nuclear plants leéd fo 8 meguest o an mves-
iiranon of the MRC by Senators Joseph
Biclen of Delaware and Joseph Licherman
ol Connecticu

The report found that the MRC 15 nl
cffectively oversceing the plants that have
prablems.” that 1t “15 mo getling licensess
o fis deficiencies ina mely manmner,” and
sl “MEC enforcement aclions are oo lale
10 be effective,” Afier the report™s release
Senator Biden called for a Congressional
imwesinzation of the MEC, which wselt re-
olaced the Alomie F'l':;r:__::.. Commisssen im
ihe 1970 after il became all oo obvious
that the latier was oo coey with the industry
it was supposed 1o regulate.

|
Il HID

r:ll'\l':

Shverrvwn My rewcnor covaitamsen? werne? B0 sl er Covnirse T

Let Them Drink Tritium

UL s TR Badisdyncal Bepet f She g
Hamis indicaied tharwhe anly plani-deteoed e
iy deteciod | has e eminm sceaaty i s
Lakearinavirage concomemtinn ol 4750 peocunes
pet liter |pedl]. Tritum actinaty {455 pofly was
ofeerved oy | o of 12 s | ||||rr:l||_-..-| [
ncaied |7 miles dowrsrepin o the o Fear
Kover,” Tt Trom Shearom Mamis was alsi
found in Fish Hom Harms Lake

The problem of wdium—madicactive iyl
HE M= TTHT Shearon Haevis was firs caposid ||:I
Thus. reporter mn the Agal, 159656, M, In 194
mrivinm |evelsimaris Lake water e ssdrink-

T WRRCT for Mam CiEoEEs  al ang e ex
cotded the Fedoral limie of 200K i

bt gsen th: nearly 5000 pod level Tound e
ake lasi VR 15 |||||||]|-'|," il N "\.-!;",ﬂ ihain
ralunally acomming levels ol inteen, Accoidsr o
miclEr expert Mabm Ciofmam, “Fresh wanc 4
cstimeniod i idve Fad a malueal level of - 24 poil
belore the Mucksr Aee. Which makes ihe kvel
found mn Lillingion waicr 19 1 74 1finey gt
han thu

L omermanily actvists mowesdern Massachusears
have Found elevaied levels of Diaa's Syndmme
and e kimdki ol cancer there, which they atribule
e e e bezases mvo the Dieerficld River by he
now shutdown Y seiee Rowe reacior. Exposurs o
Eeveds of ritium such as thive ieleased by Shearon
Hamishave enly been going on for decades, while,
avonderg 1o Gialman, the much lowes naterally
cturming levels bail remamed consant fer mil-
licaris of wears. Whnle eonclusive evdence of il
cffects of nuclear-produced levels of intiom may
yei be lacking. meither CPEL arthe KRC seem in
Faive any probdem with puitisg people ai risk,
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Farmworkers Challenge Mt. Olive Pickle

by Baldemar Velasquez

The Farm Labor Ovganizing Commii-
fiede .I'F.ll.lﬂlf_} W @ .réun.u.;r[g '.-'jr,!p.l}' Wirh
ity urprecedented threvovgy agreemend
in TRES with Camphell's Soup Co. and
Midwestern produce growers (522 Prism
I 2004 LA, N FLOC s ahout fo launch
e all-out campeigmn I induee Mr (Nive
Pickle Co. to recognize farmworkers 'right
fo uMbon Fepresentation arnd o redress
their grigvances,

Fiew can expect this efford fo make na-
tioral rews and draw solidarity from all
over fhe world—unless, of course, Mi
e 5 CED hudpes from kis current (8-
fransigence.

“Organize the South,” said the FLOC
convention delegates last Angust, and ev-
erything we've leamed during three de-
cades of farmworker organizing is now
bemng pud 1o the test m MNorth Carolina!
Our target is the Mt Olive Pickle Co., of
Mt Olive, NC, largest pickle producer m
the Sowth.

If it was difficult convincing farmers m
Chey that we had more in common with
exchother than with corporale agribusimess
giants, it will be even more difficult in
Morih Carolina

Ifit was hard to persuade impoverished
migrant workers i Ohio that they could
improve their families” lives by sticking
together with the union, it will be even
barder in North Carolina.

If it was tough to gencrate support for
organizing and boyeotts in Ohbo, it will be
even tougher i the land of Jesse Helms!
Baldemar Velasquez i presidenr and

Sounder of the Chio-based Farm Labor
Crpanizing Commuiitee.

1999, December

Raleigh Sports Arena
Fouled by Toxic Dump

By Michael Steinberg

The Raleigh Enertainment and Spons
Arend (E5A) opened in Late Ociober with
hosannas of hoopla and hype. North Caro-
lima Siatc University baskethall and the
Carolina Hurncanes professional hockey
leams now call the 3135 million comples
home, and James Tavlor will ring in the
milleniom there on New Year's Eve

But im all the frothy media reports on the
ESA"s imauguration, there was o menlion
that it is located directly adjacent inan EPA
Superfund Sile contaiming carcinogenic
haeardous ond radioactive wastes that have
leaked and contaminaled the surrounding
groundwater,

In ihe EPA's September 1996 Record of
Decision (RODY on the site, the agency
declared than, * Actual or threatened releases
of hazardous substances from ths Site, if
not addressed by implementing the response
actien selected in the ROD, may present an
imminent and substantial endangerment 1o
public health, welfare, orthe environmens.”

Yet over three years later, while

The sew Baleigh Endertminment and Sparts Arena s
rgltt across the freeel from s EPA Swperfiad Sire

Radioactive sheep, DDT, and contaminated
groundwater don’t stop the Hurricanes

el LI L LR P

multimilliens were devoted 1o the ESA—
inclading over %1080 million in public
funds—the contaminated groundwater be-
neath and beyond the site has not been
cleaned up, And when thal cleanup does
begin, it will Tikely take 30 yeirs

The EPA in fact identified the sie for
superfund status way back in 1984, and
acdded it te s Notional Priosities List for
cleanup i 1986

Hurard Hill
The 1.5 acre site s officially known as
Morth Carolina State University Lot 86,
Farm Unit #1. Tesday it focks like a benign

grassy hill directly across the road from the

1998, April

Our Community is
the “Sacrificial Lamb”

Commentary

by Larry Reid

The Rogers Road Community has been
dubbed the sacrificial lamb of Crange
Ciouanty.

| say this having worked on countless
boards and commitiess which at best pro-
vided an expensive education on what hap-
pens at a landfill and who doesn®t want one
in their backyard. | have served with public
offictals from Durham, Alamance, Crange,
and Wake Counties. The commitizes were
made up of mayors, commissioners, alder-
men, councilmen, citizen represeniatives
and more.

We've spent fhousands of dollars having
engineers and archaeologists atempt o
answer the age-old question of what to do
with this garbage,

When the studies were all complete and
the reports were in, the bottom line read ‘big
dollars to be spent by povernment offi-
clals,’ 1 don't know if those big dodlars just
frightened them or if they thought they
would lose face if they fought o cammy out
what the studies recommended. buat at
seemed 1o drive a wedge between the goy-
emments and they decided to dissipate as a
group. This left each entity or governing
by to wrestle with the question of what to
dio with this garbage.

In short, (he studies suggested that the

_governing bodies consider mass burming as
a means of handling solid waste. This in
itsell seemed to be the first of the driving
wadges, The second wedge was the price
tag hung on this system. | think the third was
the question of who would bear the cost and

Thess' quéstions wete never put to the
community as a whole, in the form of a
questionnaire or debate in a public l'um_rn.

Yet, it was decided by each exsculive
governing body that this price tag, and the
sugpeated means of handling solid waste,
was far more controveraial than land filling
or having to site another landfill. My sum-
mation from this was that the current land-
fills in each of these counties had just been
dubbed the sscrificial lamb of the county,

Fhaixs by Jarry Wark sl

Casy pa.rklng o of the Enteriainment ancd
Sports Arena

A chain link fepce set back from the road
hias been throvwn up o discourage fans from
wandering chiser o the site, which is sed
further back from the road and surrounded
by another chain link fence festooned with

double strands of harbed
I,

NC State reconds indicate that the wiver-
sity dhisposed of an average of 3660 pounds
per month of these hazardows wastes during
the 12 years of the dump’s operation. These
included monthly averages of %00 pounds
of solvents, 300 pounds of pesticides, and
550 pounds of waste oils. NCSU also re-
ported that the total volume of these wastes
was 00,0 cubie feel

Meedless to say, i each case, current
landfills were sied near low-income and
minonty-owned properties, thereby low-
ering the likelihood of great retaliation to
big government desiring these arcas for
public use. When a matter, such as a land-
fiil, is defined a5 a public necessity, bocal
governmenis are allowed to use sinfe laws
which are on their side, thereby inflicting
on bocal residents the fear that properties
will be condemned in the name of odher
“public use."”

These thoughts enter the minds of local
landowmners a Hithe more roughly by way of
expensive legal fees in court, when locals
are forced to defend theirownership agnirs
local governments, fo whom we pay taxes
for the protection of our ownership rights.

1 think it's time tha! governments face
up to the fact that we all must pay. Ttisa
utility, much like sewer, water, and elec-
tricily, we all create garbage. It is a
byproduct of being uman.

Mow, as o who will stand up and say,
“I"1l be that garbage commission,” Ao oke
seems o be on the way, Maybe it should be
proposed fo the State Legislature that a
solid wasie utility be created.

Lintil it is perceived that garbage is a
pecessary utility, and that everyone should
pay for a portion of this ufility, we will
continus to have local governments “bow-
ing out™ 1o lamdfills,

Larry Reid 15 an independent contractar
who lives with kis wife Karen in the Rogers
Road comimunii

[ ore B Marion Troawh-Werner, wah
MeCNNEL ALT BERRE- e - T
EFFEIfERy SedEin



By Winona LaDuke

| want to talk alittle bit about why I'm
doingthis[runningfor VicePresidentonthe
Green Party ling], and what has brought me
toit. A lot of you probably don’ t know much
about my history or what we doin my com-
munity, but I’ ve worked for about 20 years
onenvironmental issuesfrompretty mucha
Native perspective. During the course of
that time I’ ve tried just about every single
recourse to try to solve these issues. I've
been in court, I’ve been to Congress, |'ve
been to the United Nations, I've been to
almost every single administrative hearing
processin thiscountry that you could goto.
In the course of that work I’ ve discovered
that most of those processes don’t work, or
sometimes they work and we'll stall some-
thing, but thething that comesup time after
timeistheissueof theelectoral process, the
fact that bad people have been elected, and
bad people beholden to corporations make
bad decisions that affect all of us.

So the question is posed to people like
you and I, what are we going to do? I'm
probably likealot of other people; I’ ve not
been a big participant in electoral politics,
largely because, if you think of it from a
Native perspective, if they had one person
onevote, 100 years ago, things would ook
quite a bit differently in the United States
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than they look now. But they did not actu-
ally give Indian people theright to votein
this country until we were less than 1% of
the population. That's indicative of how
disenfranchi sed our community isfromthe
American system. Obviously that’sinten-
tional, and obviously there are a lot of
pieces to that, including that we have our
own sovereignty.

Inaddition, if one considersthe circum-
stanceswhichwearein, I’m someonewho
believes that we as progressive people, or
aspeoplefromtheserural communities, or
peoplefrom communitieslikeminewho see
theback end of bad public policy—wehave
to rise to the challenge and go through the
process of recovering democracy so that
decisionsand public policy arewritten not
for therichest peopleinthiscountry, but for
the poorest. So if | believe that, then |
actually must put my own arm into that
process, and strugglewiththat aseach of us
do. Asmy friend Ralph will say, it'storise
frombeingaprivatecitizentobeingapublic
citizen.

Asl’vetraveled aroundthere’ san excel-
lent response as | go to different places.
Nowfirst, | havetoissueadisclaimer. | have
a four-month old newborn, I'm definitely
theonly Vice-Presidential candidatewhois
nursing, whichmeansthat | donot travel as
much as my colleague Ralph, who is not

nursing in this election year. But as | go
around the country | find what I’ m surealot
of youfind, that alot of peoplearefrustrated
with the options, alot of people don’t think
that there’'s much that they can do, alot of
people havedisempowered themselves. The
encouragement that | try to givein my talks
asl gotothesedifferent placesisthat change
ismadeby peoplelikeyouandme. Changeis
made by common people; it is not made by
someone who comes from someplace else
and fixesit. There' s nobody who' s going to
fix it but us.

The work that we do on my own White
Earth Reservation in northern Minnesota,
thepeoplewho areresisting plansto suck out
all the water from an aquifer up in northern
Wisconsin, thepeoplewhoresistthosethings
arepeoplelikeyouandl. Thewordsl giveare
usually to encourage people towards that,
and | findthat it really resonateswith people
all aroundthecountry. They wanttofeel like
there is something they can do.

Weall will agreethat el ectoral politicsisan
important part of anoverall pieceof how you
changethings, but it’ snot the only thing that
youdo. Y ouengageinyour political work in
every arenayou can, whether it’ srebuilding
your community, whether it's litigating,
whether it’ sseeking somekind of administra-
tive redress. Y ou need to continue all those
pieces of work, but you move towards elec-

Winona L aDuke Speaks on Why
She'sRunning on Green Ticket

toral activity. Peoplewouldliketofed ,inmy
experience, that there’ ssomebody they can
votefor whomeant somethingtothem. | hear
that alot of places. Thisonefarmer cameup
to melast year and he says, | must tell you
that I'm a violent and secret supporter of
you. | think that therearealot of people out
therewhoarelikethat, whoarejust common
people who would like to believe in some-
thing, who know that people died for the
right to votein this country and they’d like
to cast their vote for something that they
believedin.

So | would say that there’ san increasing
interestinthis, and | will try todomy partto
keep encouraging this process, to encour-
age people to engageinit.

Winona LaDuke is the director of the
White Earth Land Recovery Project on the
White Earth Reservation in Minnesota and
works with the Honor the Earth founda-
tion. She is the author of two books, Last
Standing Woman, and All Our Relations.

Contact Honor the Earth at 2801 21 S.
Ave. S, Minneapolis, MN 55407, ph#
1(800)EARTHO7; fax (612)721-7162, or
<www.honorearth.com>.

Articlereprinted with permission from:
Independent Progressive PoliticsNetwork:
P.O.Box 1041, Bloomfield, NJ07003-9991
973-338-5398 (voice), 973-338-2210 (fax)

or <http://mww.ippn.org>.

Cont. from p.1

you'll get the same answer ten times: it is
safer for the campesinos or workersin the
field; safer for the workers who consume,
andsafer fortheworkers families. Itis, after
all asocialist country. “Agriculture of the
humbl e, by thehumbleand for thehumble”
said one government functionary.

But all ten will admit, not even pressed,
that the real incentive was the loss of the
Soviet support.

When the Sovietswere supplying chemi-
cal fertilizers, pesticidesand herbicides, and
tractor driven equip-
ment to apply them,

tureMinistry.“ | don’t believemany people
know how big organic farming in Cuba
really is,” he said. “The day the market
opensCubawill bethemostimportant source
for Americafor organic products. Ameri-
canswant cleanfood. Wegrow thecleanest
food on the continent. No other country on
the continent has the capacity, the possi-
bilities, andtheinitiative. Also, weareclose.”

The Crop Protection Institute has some
222 local Centers for the Reproduction of
Entomophages and Entomopathogens
(CREES) whichproduceextremely inexpen-
sivebiological agentsmadeup of bugswho

run by familiesfor their own use, and every
single mother’s son of them is an organic
farmer. “We sell them their seeds, and their
fertilizer and their pest controls, and itisall
organic.”

Theresult, by and largeis clean food for
Cubans. Marty Bourque of Food First, an
Oakland Californiathink tank specializingin
food policy worldwide, said“ because of the
drasticreductionof pesticidesandfertilizers
overal inCuba, it hastobemuch cleaner than
any other country, in general terms. And in
particular termstoo. In fruit and vegetabl es,
for example, and these are very important
areas because the stuff
comes in fresh off the

“weusedtospray the
cropsevery sixdays,”
saidINISAV engineer
Esperanza Rijo-
Camacho “whether

Agriculture Ministry director of external relations

“| don’t believe many people know how big fidés “In e lage

scale production of

OrganiC fal‘ m|ng in CUba rea”y |S” -Juan Jose Leon Vega, gych things as sugar,

rice, and potatoes, they

they neededit or not.”

“Luckily, and | choose my words care-
fully, luckily, theroof cavedin 1989,” said
MavisAlvarez of theCuban Small Farmers
Association (ANAP) which has decided to
go as organic as possible because the sys-
temissustainable. “ It madeuspay attention
tothat whichwasalready there- moreratio-
nal methods.”

“We like to call it ‘ecological agricul-
ture’,” Alvarez said. “It is a much wider
concept which involves harmony with the
land, and theenvironment. If wedon’t save
our natural resources, wearewithout abasis
for development.”

“The campesinointhelandismuch more
able to cooperate with the environment”
than large scale farms, she said. “He has
traditionally been conservative because of
the impact on his land.”

Andin Cubathe small farmer isno small
potatoes. “ Wehaveabout 250,000 members
and with their familiesthat averagesout to
about a million people working the land,”
she said, “And we are not a non-govern-
mental organization. Wearepart of therevo-
[ution and support it.”

“It isnot a matter of convincing anyone
like American organic farmers sometimes
try todo,” shesaid, “the stateis committed
toecological farming.”

Yesitis, said Juan Jose Leon Vega, the
director of external relationsfor the Agricul -

eat pesky bugs, virus that combat bad vi-
ruses, larvae that kill other pests, and all
manner of natural weaponsto combat what
campesinos universally call “the plague,”
beit animal, virus or fungus.

In some cases the sprays are made up of
dliced up bodies of the pest themselves,
mixed with water sprayed in the often suc-
cessful theory that no species wants to
hangaroundwiththesmell of itsowndead.In
all casesthe stuff is made down the road -
and, if all goes well, at atime when it is
needed locally. When farmer Cirrillo
Rodrequez, 65, has a problem, seven tech-
nically trained membersof thelocal govern-
ment committeeareavailabletotalk tohim.

They know the signs indicating which
“plague” ishitting hisrice, corn, root crops,
pigs, chickens and vegetables, and what
biological products can be applied to help.
He getsthe spraysfrom thelocal CREE.

Castro’ sgovernment has banned the use
of any chemical fertilizers, pesticides and
herbicideswithinthebordersof any Cuban
municipality - to protect the workers, their
familiesand the water they drink.

Thisisnot aninconsiderablefactor. Ac-
cording to minister Leon-Vega there are
exactly 2,600largescaleorganicgardensin
citiesthroughout theisland, 3,600 smaller,
intensivegardens, and 93,948 littleparcels

use very little insecti-
cide, and only where
they absolutely haveto, and then only onthe
areas that absolutely need it, unlike some
places in the United States where they,
whether they admit it or not, use pesticides
by the calendar, whether they need it or not.

“Thefood isnot labeled organic, or certi-
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fied organic, it just isorganic. And it isnot
atwo-tier market with organicfoodonly for
thosewho canaffordit. Itisorganicfoodfor
everyone.” What arethe chancesof it reach-
ing American shores?Very remote.Oneen-
try tothe American market might havebeen
through setting up ajoint venturewith some
European countriesto produce the biol ogi-
cal pest control solutions.

“We had alot of interested parties, “ said
Dr. EmilioFernandez of the Crop Protection
Institute, “but they were afraid if they did
business with us, their own exports (to the
United States) would be cut off.” So today
it is Cuba. The world tomorrow, and the
United States maybe allittle after that.

Articlereprinted with permissionfromThe
Earth Times, edited for length.. For thefull
text,please see

http://www.earthtimes.org/jul/
environmentcubaproducingjul13_00.htm
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Zapatista Women Occupy Radio Station to Demand Respect for

Women, End to Military Occupation

by Wendy Courtemanche

Amid an intensification of the military
presence surrounding their communities,
8000 Zapatistawomen and their supporters
gathered in San Cristobal de las Casas,
Chiapas on March 8 to celebrate Interna-
tional Women's Day. They traveled from
the remote corners of the state, some brav-
ingal2-hour journey througharegion domi-
nated by soldiersand military checkpoints,
in order to maketheir voices heard.

Two hundred marchers peacefully occu-
piedthegovernment radio stationinorder to
send out their message, calling for respect
for women and an end to the military occu-
pation of their communities, during a one-
hour broadcast. Anindigenouswomanfrom
the jungle explained to her radio listeners,
“Many of us do not know how to read or
write, and for this reason we have come so
you all canlistentous. Wewant you all to
know that wewill not get accustomedtothe
militarization.” Themarchculminatedinthe
Plaza of the Cathedral, where the women
included in their demands the liberation of
thejailed UNAM studentsin Mexico City-
students who have marched together with
the Zapatistasin their common strugglefor
democracy.

In 1994 the Mayan people of Chiapas,
Mexico said “ Enough!” to 500 years of ex-
ploitation, poverty, and repression. The
Mexican government’s response to the
Zapatistademandfor justiceand dignity has
been to send tens of thousands of soldiers
(one-third of theentireM exicanarmy) tothe
region, oneof thepoorestinMexico. These
soldiers, aided by policeand paramilitaries,
havecreated aclimateof violenceandintimi-
dation, and areincreasingly responsiblefor
the destruction of forests and the contami-
nation of lakes and rivers throughout the
countryside. U.S. military assistance to
Mexico, includingtraining of soldiersinthe
infamous School of the Americasand sales
of weapons and equipment, has risen dra-
matically during thissametime period.

This"lowintensity warfare” hasatremen-
dous negative effect on the daily lives of
indigenous women in Chiapas. Dueto the
Army’ spresence, which hasbrought drugs,
prostitution, and threats of rape and harass-
ment into their communities, women (and
men) areoften afraidtoleavetheir villages.
They are unable to gather firewood, tend

Thank you to all

of our SponNsor's

Wewould liketo extend our gratitude to
all those businesses and donors whose
generosity madeit possiblefor ThePrismto
be printed and distributed.

Over the years, many small businesses
and organizations supported the newspa-
per withtheir advertisements, someof which
ranforall or nearly all of theentiretenyears.

Most who advertised did so because in
someway they supported what the newspa-
per stood for—whether that was its status
as an all-volunteer effort, asa community-
oriented publication, or occasionally for the
ideasit represented. Some simply appreci-
ated our comparatively low rates for our
relatively large print run of several thou-
sand, and for itsreliable reader base.

Although there are no advertisementsin
this issue, we urge our regular readers to
either recall or look back to any of our
previous issues and to express your appre-
ciation to those businesses and organiza-
tions and to repay them with either your
business or your support.

Similarly, westrongly thank all thoseindi-
viduals whose checks and donations not
only sustained us but, on occasion, saved
the newspaper from a seemingly imminent
demise. On morethan one occasion apan-
icked plea from the staff to friends and
contactsyielded morethan enoughto allow
ustocontinue. Y our generosity testifiesfor
the willingness of many to support what is
truly important.

Mayan women have found their own ways of organizing to oppose ‘500 years of exploitation,
poverty, and repression.’

their crops, bathe or wash clothes in the
river, or leavetosell their weavingsor to seek
medi cal attention. Thousands, displaced by
the violence, areliving in inadequate, tem-
porary sheltersand suffer from high ratesof
physical and stress-related disorders. This
region hasthe highest rate of infant mortal-
ity in Mexico, with 67% of the population
sufferingfrommalnutrition.

In the face of this harsh and repressive
situation, women are taking a stand and
speaking out. Traditionally oneof themost
marginalized sectorsof society, indigenous
women found in the Zapatista uprising “a
spark, awaking call” which led themto see
that they deserved respect as persons. They
begantocelebrateMarch 8 after theZapatista
uprising, andthey havere-namedit I nterna-
tional Revolutionary Women'sDay. Part of
their inspiration hascomefromtheZapatista
Revolutionary Law of Women, which pro-
motestheright to participatein community
decisions, to obtain education and health
care, andto choose how many childrenthey
want to have. It also givesthemtheright to
choosetheir marriage partner and to befree
from physical abuse.

These are radical concepts for women
who traditionally have been sold into mar-
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riage before the age of 15, “like property”
one of them says, and denied an education
or avoiceintheir own futures. Now indig-
enous women are openly organizing them-
selves. They are major participantsin pro-
tests against the military occupation, often
as the front line in face-to-face confronta-
tionswith soldiers. They areforming coop-
erativesfor their weavingsandactively seek-
ing ways to improve their economic situa-
tion. They now believe that they have the
right to speak and be heard, and to partici-
pate in the construction of ajust society for
themselves and their children.

The Zapatista movement has become a
stimulusfor social change and democracy,
bothwithin Mexico andin other partsof the
world. Their struggle, and especially the
strength and determination of these Mayan
women, has inspired many others to join
together and say “ Bastal Enough!” Interna-
tional support is extremely important for
themin making their voicesheard and their
causeknown. Y ou can help by asking your
legislators to support the current U.S. con-
gressional initiatives promoting peace and
human rightsin Chiapas.

The Zapatista movement has become a
stimulusfor social change and democracy,

ayouewalnod Apus M Aq ojoyd

Indigenous women in the Zapatista
communities have been looking to break
through traditional barriersto gender

equality.

bothwithin Mexicoandin other partsof the
world. Their struggle, and especially the
strength and determination of these Mayan
women, has inspired many others to join
together and say “ Bastal Enough!” Interna-
tional support is extremely important for
themin making their voicesheard and their
cause known. One way you can help is by
supporting the work of Cloudforest Initia-
tives. This non-profit, non-governmental
organization supportseffortsfor peace, jus-
tice and sustainable development, includ-
ingabilingual womenseducation project,in
the autonomous Maya communities of
Chiapas.

For moreinformation, contact the Cloud
Forest Initiative  website  at
<www.cloudforest-mexico.org> or call
651-592-4143to request one of their news-
letters.
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