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NAFTA: What Does it Meanto NC?

by Mia Kirsh

Mearly 200 community leaders, activisis,
businesspeople and citizens gathered for a
conference in Durham at the end of January
1o kearn more about the Nomh Amencan
Free Trade Agreement (MAFTA)L The con-
ference, entitled “Free Trade Agreements:
Impacts on the Camolinas and the Ameri-
cas,” was well arganized by a number of
local envirpnmental, Latin American,
church and eniversity groups.

The majority of the fificen mostly pro-
gressive panelicis and speakers sought o
amend NAFTA rher than o oppose i,
Most progressive groups around the coun-
iry have opposed MAFTA outright as has
miostof the population. A recent Wall Street
Joumal/MBC news poll showed those with
an opinion on NAFTA opposed it by nearly
2o 1. Bul the conference panelisis argwed
that amending the agreement is polentially
mere: sz ful.

MAFTA, like its companion ghobal agres-
ment, the General Agreement on Trades
and Tariffs (GATT), is not a “done deal.™

There is still time n:'r'up[:m it o b amend
it befiore Congress votes on it this fall. That

is why getting informed about it is soimpor-
s b dailed

fiov o the: job. This conference was an excel-
lent source of information about NAFTA
and its broader implications for our com-
munity, But The Prism was the only local
paper that bothered 10 cover il

NAFTA: What it is and who's behind it

In his keynote speech, Dr. Jorge
Castaneda, 2 professor from the National
Autonomous Uriversity of Mexico, and a
visiting professor at Berkeley and Princeton,
said that NAFTA was originally acorporate
ideacvobvedinCanada, the U5, and Mexico,
Although NAFTA was “signed™ in August
1992 bw Georpe Bush, Canada's Prime
Minister Brian Mulroney, and Mexico’s
President Carlos Salinas, it is ool yel setin

stonc. Bush msistod on the lie that this i5 the
only possible frec-rade agrecment. Butthere
are other ways 0 do it, according 1o
Castaneda,

The Bush agroemend 15 a typecal conser-
vative freg-rade plan, with no social or
environmental awareness and no industrial
polacy for the futere. Castanada envisioned
an altemative agrecment simila 10 the Eu-
ropean Community (EC). This 30-year
Eurcpean plan is more socially and envi-
ronmentally aware, allows labor mobility,
andmakes possible the rransfer of resources
Erom richer i poorer regions, enabling their
Ereater SCONOMA paricipation,
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Lesbiansand Gay MenMore Visible,More Victimizedin North Carolina

by Jeremy Raw

I thez weakee of B bugely successiul marchon
Washington DN in support of equasl righis for
me, lesbiangs and bi-sexuaks, the Morth
tiom fiorGay and Leshian Bagual-

fity (NOCGLE) released its annual repon on
M:y#in jgh, The report, entitled
Human Bights in Mot

l:u'nlhu,“ chironicled bigited vickence and
discrimination beshians:, gy mmaen and
peoplewith ATDS, Humanrights abuses mnged
from hate crimes i discrimination by govers.
mend agencics, including harssment, entrap-
mend and [alee srrest by law enforcement

oifficers.

MCCGLE documenied a ol of 578
anti-gay incilents inNorth Carolinain 1992,
O ihese, 104 gualified s hate crimes under
federal guidelines, & marked increase from
the 61 hale crismes documented in 1991,
MOCGLE complled ifs statistics Fromm dada
collectsd b 1992 by o statewide nelwork of
lesbinn and gy Service agemcics.

Anne Burden, coofdinatar of NOOGLE,
commended, <1992 marked many bresk-
throughs as besbians and gay men played
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increasingly visihle pablic mles in both
national and siate clections, as well as in
Tocal churches and schools. Right-wing ac-
livisis responded with a backlash of vio-
lesice and harasament intended to intimidae
people back imto silences.”

Burlcin also stated that “The Mational Les-
bian and Gay Task Force estimaes that B0F
of anti-gay incidents go unrcponiod.  When
s b aunad wmmmpmm they rigk
bosing family, friends, amployment, housing
il mmmm"humm of fheir sexual

that podice and
T BOvETTUTICNL Agencied
often scem por of the problem mther than a
resource,” she added.

Mevertheless, Burlein noted that the: tide
1% changing and that Monh Caroling cowrs
are becoming more responsive o kesbians
and gay men.

Significant discrimination coninecs o
afflict lesbizns and gay men. The NOCGLE
repart pointed out the vulnerability of lesbi-
s s gy men 10 witch hunts™ that target
and roob out employees simply because
they are rumored 1o be homosexual. Such
discrimination s mot yet illegal because
leshians and gay men e not yet incleded in
fedderal of stabe civil rights ks,

The activitics of the police creaie ansihier
significant problem. Accounts from Char-
lotie indicate that police “sting™ operations
have haragsed, enticed and falsely amested

ay men, in vinhu:u:jfnl I.II-IIM L5,

HOn'S guaranies ﬁ'm
thi wnder the lva, ﬁrﬂarﬂuuﬂ:nlu rights

whether helerosexual or homosexual Un-
der this law, approximately $0% of the
siaie’s population are felons. The law is
applied in a discriminalory way against
leshiang and gay men., and remaing one of
the strongest pillars supporting a climate in
which anti-gay higotry seems accepiable,
mﬂhum:mnmuﬂﬂﬂmu_m
chse 10 fear of AIDS, much of it by is0iBons
suchas the NC Department of Social Services,
wihbch refused o remiove HIV-positive chil-
ddren from abusive homes because the chikien
“sevene poang o die anyway,” Children have
bepoame the victims of homophobin in other
wavs as well, One of the crechest effects of the
crme against nature law B i use o deny
beshinn mothers and Fay fathers access i their
children in custody dispuies following d5-

vorce. An alarming rise also ocourred in ho-
mophobic abuse among youth and on cam-
puses, making youth and schools the area of

increase in documened ant-gay inci-
dents in 1992,

The Coaliion called in its report for re-
peal of the crime against natare law; for the
state 0 re-enier the Mational Onganizaleon
of Victim's Assismnce, [or atention by
high school and college campuses o the
needs of leshian, gay and bisexeal youth;
for law enforcement io siop selectively en-
forcing the crime against nature law and 10
abandon entrapment techniques; for civil
rights protection for lesbians, gay men and
hisexuals; for maintenance of anonymous
AIDS testing and stale-supported AIDS
pﬁwmnnmg 5; for an end to the US
military’s ban on homosexuals; and for
training members of the bar in gay/lesbian
isspes in Family and criminal law,

Said Burlein, “We hope this repart will
contribate (o the growing movement among
concerned citizens o create a new climate
in Hurﬂiﬂwﬂuﬂaﬂﬂfﬁlﬁhﬂlltﬂ:vﬂ-

UNC Housekeepers Movement Building Steam

bJ' Wilss Siiegifer

Sometimes it tnbes o disaster 1o ninvigo-
male a movement, Oiher Bmes, you necd a
victory ib rekindle a scnee of mesmcmbum.
The UMC Housckeepers Movemenl =
cently got both.

Hard an e beel of news o an imparant
coufl ¥ictory for the honsckeopers' class
ACHOn ey agalnst e wd versty came
e outragecas Aringof housckoepers leader
Erdc Browming.

Good news wd bad, it all adds up 1o a
stronger. marsanified, mone vieible Houss-
kegpers hovemen

September Hearing Sed

The good news is tat the housskeepers”
class action grievance will gela full beir-
img. That . hedore ady Adminssmranve
Law Jadge in € M]‘:lbl Hill, will b the: final
e wsEics In September. Ninety one house-
kecpers arc curmently signedonio the gries
ARCe

In a mwolions in April, Judge
Brenda Becton brushed aside university ad-
minisiralion alempls b crpple the ghey-
ance. A molion o dEmiss te gricvanoe, a
mston o force the disclosure of all griev-
ams® @y retums, and a motion o dismiss
cvidence of the university's hislory of main
tnining unequal trsatment for “back jobs™ -
all were rejecied.

The judpe also expressed willingness o
heear hevuseloremers” ideas for rednece, inciud-
ing back pay, (ool pay, and meaningful
trainng oppoTmnike:.

expenses for the gricvance are ex.
= o mun ower B5000,

Housekeeper Eric .ﬂ‘.n'.nl-'rlmi' Wil P G LS
five children.

Conversathon ... or Retabation?

The May fring of houschecpers lender
Eric Browning was a shock to the entire
mevement. Brovwning, an osspoken mem-
ber of the Hortekeepers Assaciation Sieer-
ing Commines, was glven as the reason for
his firing an emotional conversation he had
wilh his job coungelor. Movement leaders
think the firing slems fom realiaton, nota
COfnvEriatinm,

Birowning, a faher of frve, worked for fiour
YEArs &8 A UMNC housekeaper, In thal time, he
filed 13 applicatons for beoer paying jobs.

He has thres vears of college, consisently
pond b mwiews, ecopnized lesdership
ability. and pot along well with his co-
WHITKEES,

Hiz was denisd on all 13 applica
o, Sormetimes hey would el i e
wsexd too moch of his sick dme. Many dmezs
his applications wonbd be lost, Once he
way given the obligatory inberview aller
thiz juty hed already been filled, Onlly once
did he even get the nothce of dendad guaramn-
teed all employees.

He had meone than leadership in the
HDUE[:HW.I&H La Prsaka i & I.l.q;u-l.fl.'lr (10
admindzration, Browming also had won
vichories in the emiployver grievance gye-
iem when he was treated enfuirly, At the
i e v M, b hasd bweo grievances in
proceas, dealing with training and promo-
tion, Both were stopped by the finng.

Erraming may kave further imper-
Ll frs o By mebeling with Jesse Jackson
when he wis here in April. The Prism ran
n [l prape of the mwo shaking hands
st days be the Firing

Browning and the Howsckocpors Associa-
oy heeld 8 widely -covered press conference
on June 24 o arnoence his dacision (o con-
tesd the firing. That will begin with o ariver-
sily hearing on July 21 i,

Albout the Moversent

Cver S0 parcent of the 300 plus house-
lopppers A1 TUMC ane A frican Armenican. Over
W peroenare wonmen. They ane in fhe lowaest
pay gracke n ihe smate sy=icm; the s@aning pay

of 511,60 por yoar puts them well below the
povery line, hMost chock in st 3550 in the
maming. They have o ask permlssion oo use
the bathroom. They get no half howr brealk fior
lunch Their “Imining opporumities” are an
insuling litany on “policy and procedine ™
Ten year weicrans work bndaily Tear best they
bz Suspecied of “speaking wp,” Their super-
visirs are often undemoed or arhilmry or
wiorac Theassisant supenniemdeniol house-
keeping s known for Rting in the bushes o
spy & howiekeepers oome in o wark o
simgle oul deose msore than fowr minuoies e,

This i= a movemonl whose signilcancs:
[FAEBCENCS Our Real issue™ Calegiries of race:
of pemder, 1 Bes al the ingeracction of our
soicly's vicionsness and negleot oannds
Adncan Americans, iowanks women, iosvards
Thee o anal bess sducated. 1 is & movement
of peogle who insist caly on being meated as
PEFSONS

v is about sierple kleals, ileals like dignity
and faimess and justice and

Take spme time now, while you are sdll
thanking recklessly about justice, You con
afford 510; miyhe wou can sTord mone.
Withoul Immedine suppon Cmn sar cofm-
TGy, Our Ereyamce will dc, our mcwshct-
fcr will fall sileni. Send a check o the TN
Housekeepers Associathon, Campus Y, CB #
S1E5, UNC.-CH, Chapel Hill, MC, 27500

The Howackeepers Associzaion holds meet -
ings &l noon cvery Tharsday in the Campas
Y ot UMNC. Supponiers are welcoms,

Srurgler 15 the aoning edifor of the Howse-
Erepers newelener, We Arc All Housekesp-
=



