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““Single Payer”’ Beats Other Health Plans

Health Care in the South

'* The infant mortality rate in the South is
higher than the rest of the country, and
In some rural areas it is higher than in
Haiti— the poorest country in the world.

* Southerners paid 8.3% of their income
for health carein 1980, and 11% in 1991;
both are higher than the national aver-

age.

= Qualifying for medicaid in the South is
difficult because the maximum jraarl'f
g"lﬂ:arge for a family of three to qualify is

* The low unionization rate in the South
means if you want higher wages, you'll
probably lose your health plan. A
two out of three jobs are now tempaorary
or contract labor (with no benefits)

{source: Former Georgia Representative, Rira Valenn)

By Mia Kirch

Is the Clinton health care reform package
a step forward for Americans, especially the |
uninsured poor, or could it be a step back- |
ward? Many in the progressive community wrestled with
this question atthe recent NC Falr Share Convention held on

Ociober 30th In Raleigh, The problem: should we support
Clinton’s plan 25 a necded first slep oward impeoving
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Let's Eliminate the Sales Tax on Food
by Jimi Jerisen

Of all the many ways in which the poor and the disadvantaged are treated
unfairly, Motk Carclina's sales tax en food is one of the warst, I {5 one bk of
unfairnzss that could — aml shouk] — be changed.

It should be ersy 1o remave the tay on food. Veoss messres have Been
progosed to elisinale, or at the very kast reduce, the tax. Tliere are cugrently twn
ball 1 the begaslaturs that would chaage the sales tax siroctene & it affects food.

The best arguiment agaimet a mles ta an foad isobvioes: A saestox is probahly
the most regressive tax there is. That is, the lower a family's income, (e more of
its imenme the Family mast spend on thimgs subgert tathatnx, Typically, acconding
o Citizens for Tax Justice. low-income families spend three-quarters of thear
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income on things sudect 1o sales tax. Middle-inceme Fumilies spend less thas falf
their income ca thisgs subject to sales tax, and the richest families spend only
sont ane-sixth of their income an axed poods.

Put areher way, o b pescent sales ta s the eguivalent of an incame tax with
#4.5 pervent rate for the poor, a 3 percent rae for the middleclass, and a 1 percest
rale fon e nick That's aboul ® [SEIEAsIvE and uslair 4 2 tax can 2, and the
reson Tor sporadic — and unsuccessful — olempts 3t substsniial iax rebef forthe
poor by reducing the tax, at least on an essemial [l Gmrl, We gy, after all, ke
b eal. Poedd s handly discretionary spending. Butat presen, it seems more [ikely
that the begislatare will be saccessful in attemptsto eliminate the itangshles s,
| a step that wou'd obviously benefit the well-4o-do, The fact that ohservers think
{1Bas small tax on stocks, honds. matual fid (holdings and other “imaseible™
| assets may be eliminated, while) atteapts to cul the tax on food may fail or be
postponed, reflects the reality of the polstical power stnicture in our state.

Orpasizations sack a5 Morth Caraling Fabr Share ars working ard s change
this situation. Removal of the siles tax on food is ang of the top goals an Faie
share's agenda, along with promotion of the simgle-payer bealih plan. Butit won't
be casytoaccomplish. All food hud been exempled from the sales mx ance before
—in 1941 — but the tax was resmposed in 1961, specifically to provide mon:

maney fior education. Sines ther the sales tax has been going up rather steadily
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How I Survived
AIDS-Related
Pneumonia in a

North Carolina
Prison

by Eddie Hatcher

Prism

Exclusive!

im J98%, Eadie Harcher and gaother Native Ameri-
e, Fimorhy Jecobs, becane imtermutionally known
Jor their fmkeover af e local rewspaper m Robeson
County, They took this acrion as a desperare attempt o
drivw altention ta courdy afficials"invalvement in drug
trafficking and discrimingtory treatment of minority
citizens, A federal jury aoquirted Harcher and facobs,
bur subsequently the state tried and convicted Haicher
on kidnappirg charges. While Jacobs accepied o plea
bargain agreemert, Hatcher war sembenced fo an [8-
VEOF Brison ferm

Harcher remaired politically aciive while in prison.
He was stabbed in the lung a couple of vears ago by
angiher prisouer who kar cloimed that he was acting
o the sugpestion of @ priton official. Several moaths
agd, Hatcher was diagrosed with AIDS gnd fnally
wats releazed fram prizon. However, state officialy did
mal pive @ clear reasan for his releace

Hatcher gives the follewing deseriprion of the prison
mecical freatment ke received recently;

n the occasion of our fifth anni-
O versary, 1t's worth asking: What
i5 the character of the Prism?
We have always attempted to publish
items on local issues and activities or
local aspects of national and global is-
sugs, However, we depend mostly on
local people to volunteer to write and it
generally takes more legwork to do a
local story. And what happens nation-
ally and internationally s more and
mepre related to what is going on locally.
[n essence, there is no separation be-
tween local and non-local. NAFTA is a
good illustration of how local global
cin be.

Nevertheless, there's been a notice-
able pattern of The Prism doing an ar-
ticle about something sirictly local and
then several days later the same basic
slory comes oul in one of the local for-
profit papers. This happened with the
story about the uncertainty about Inter-
nattonalist bookstore's future. It hap-
pened with the article about the specific
ways that the Smart Stan program ben-
efits children. It happened with The
Frism's scoop that Oscar-winning Em-
powerment Project was moving to Or-
ange County from California.

-

On January 12, 1995, while being housed in solitary
confinement at the Iredell County prison unit in
Statesville, I began to experience a dull pain in the
lower part of my right chest each time [ took a deep
breath. For several days I attemipted o' overlook the
pain, thinking it might be a sore muscle or something
unimpaortant.

Approximately four days after the pain began, I
informed the prison nurse of the pain and shortness of
breath. The nurse told me that I had a hiatal hernia, and
I was given a bottle of Maalox. After several bottles of
Maalox, and another week of worsening pain and
shortness of breath, [ approached ancther nurse. [ wold
this nurse that I felt as if | had some congestion in the
lower part of my chest, and that if I could get it broken
up it would go away. She advised me very quickly to
lake a “cold pill” which had absolutely nothing to do
with chest congestion.

Each day the pain and shortness of breath would
intensify. 1 could feel my breath becoming shorter.
After about three weeks, the pain and shortness of

I arrived at the hospital
emergency room in shackles

and chains, almost unable to
walk.

breath had become so bad I had almost stopped eating.
1 quickly learned that if I lay on my right side, it helped
the pain ease up and it seemed I could breath easier. 1
began 1o hurt 0 bad that 1 would refrain from getting
ap Lo eat.
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