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Farmworkers Challenge Mt. Olive Pickle

by Baldemar Velasquez

The Farm Labor Ovganizing Commii-
fiede .I'F.ll.lﬂlf_} W @ .réun.u.;r[g '.-'jr,!p.l}' Wirh
ity urprecedented threvovgy agreemend
in TRES with Camphell's Soup Co. and
Midwestern produce growers (522 Prism
I 2004 LA, N FLOC s ahout fo launch
e all-out campeigmn I induee Mr (Nive
Pickle Co. to recognize farmworkers 'right
fo uMbon Fepresentation arnd o redress
their grigvances,

Fiew can expect this efford fo make na-
tioral rews and draw solidarity from all
over fhe world—unless, of course, Mi
e 5 CED hudpes from kis current (8-
fransigence.

“Organize the South,” said the FLOC
convention delegates last Angust, and ev-
erything we've leamed during three de-
cades of farmworker organizing is now
bemng pud 1o the test m MNorth Carolina!
Our target is the Mt Olive Pickle Co., of
Mt Olive, NC, largest pickle producer m
the Sowth.

If it was difficult convincing farmers m
Chey that we had more in common with
exchother than with corporale agribusimess
giants, it will be even more difficult in
Morih Carolina

Ifit was hard to persuade impoverished
migrant workers i Ohio that they could
improve their families” lives by sticking
together with the union, it will be even
barder in North Carolina.

If it was tough to gencrate support for
organizing and boyeotts in Ohbo, it will be
even tougher i the land of Jesse Helms!
Baldemar Velasquez i presidenr and

Sounder of the Chio-based Farm Labor
Crpanizing Commuiitee.
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Raleigh Sports Arena
Fouled by Toxic Dump

By Michael Steinberg

The Raleigh Enertainment and Spons
Arend (E5A) opened in Late Ociober with
hosannas of hoopla and hype. North Caro-
lima Siatc University baskethall and the
Carolina Hurncanes professional hockey
leams now call the 3135 million comples
home, and James Tavlor will ring in the
milleniom there on New Year's Eve

But im all the frothy media reports on the
ESA"s imauguration, there was o menlion
that it is located directly adjacent inan EPA
Superfund Sile contaiming carcinogenic
haeardous ond radioactive wastes that have
leaked and contaminaled the surrounding
groundwater,

In ihe EPA's September 1996 Record of
Decision (RODY on the site, the agency
declared than, * Actual or threatened releases
of hazardous substances from ths Site, if
not addressed by implementing the response
actien selected in the ROD, may present an
imminent and substantial endangerment 1o
public health, welfare, orthe environmens.”

Yet over three years later, while

The sew Baleigh Endertminment and Sparts Arena s
rgltt across the freeel from s EPA Swperfiad Sire

Radioactive sheep, DDT, and contaminated
groundwater don’t stop the Hurricanes

el LI L LR P

multimilliens were devoted 1o the ESA—
inclading over %1080 million in public
funds—the contaminated groundwater be-
neath and beyond the site has not been
cleaned up, And when thal cleanup does
begin, it will Tikely take 30 yeirs

The EPA in fact identified the sie for
superfund status way back in 1984, and
acdded it te s Notional Priosities List for
cleanup i 1986

Hurard Hill
The 1.5 acre site s officially known as
Morth Carolina State University Lot 86,
Farm Unit #1. Tesday it focks like a benign

grassy hill directly across the road from the
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Our Community is
the “Sacrificial Lamb”

Commentary

by Larry Reid

The Rogers Road Community has been
dubbed the sacrificial lamb of Crange
Ciouanty.

| say this having worked on countless
boards and commitiess which at best pro-
vided an expensive education on what hap-
pens at a landfill and who doesn®t want one
in their backyard. | have served with public
offictals from Durham, Alamance, Crange,
and Wake Counties. The commitizes were
made up of mayors, commissioners, alder-
men, councilmen, citizen represeniatives
and more.

We've spent fhousands of dollars having
engineers and archaeologists atempt o
answer the age-old question of what to do
with this garbage,

When the studies were all complete and
the reports were in, the bottom line read ‘big
dollars to be spent by povernment offi-
clals,’ 1 don't know if those big dodlars just
frightened them or if they thought they
would lose face if they fought o cammy out
what the studies recommended. buat at
seemed 1o drive a wedge between the goy-
emments and they decided to dissipate as a
group. This left each entity or governing
by to wrestle with the question of what to
dio with this garbage.

In short, (he studies suggested that the

_governing bodies consider mass burming as
a means of handling solid waste. This in
itsell seemed to be the first of the driving
wadges, The second wedge was the price
tag hung on this system. | think the third was
the question of who would bear the cost and

Thess' quéstions wete never put to the
community as a whole, in the form of a
questionnaire or debate in a public l'um_rn.

Yet, it was decided by each exsculive
governing body that this price tag, and the
sugpeated means of handling solid waste,
was far more controveraial than land filling
or having to site another landfill. My sum-
mation from this was that the current land-
fills in each of these counties had just been
dubbed the sscrificial lamb of the county,

Fhaixs by Jarry Wark sl

Casy pa.rklng o of the Enteriainment ancd
Sports Arena

A chain link fepce set back from the road
hias been throvwn up o discourage fans from
wandering chiser o the site, which is sed
further back from the road and surrounded
by another chain link fence festooned with

double strands of harbed
I,

NC State reconds indicate that the wiver-
sity dhisposed of an average of 3660 pounds
per month of these hazardows wastes during
the 12 years of the dump’s operation. These
included monthly averages of %00 pounds
of solvents, 300 pounds of pesticides, and
550 pounds of waste oils. NCSU also re-
ported that the total volume of these wastes
was 00,0 cubie feel

Meedless to say, i each case, current
landfills were sied near low-income and
minonty-owned properties, thereby low-
ering the likelihood of great retaliation to
big government desiring these arcas for
public use. When a matter, such as a land-
fiil, is defined a5 a public necessity, bocal
governmenis are allowed to use sinfe laws
which are on their side, thereby inflicting
on bocal residents the fear that properties
will be condemned in the name of odher
“public use."”

These thoughts enter the minds of local
landowmners a Hithe more roughly by way of
expensive legal fees in court, when locals
are forced to defend theirownership agnirs
local governments, fo whom we pay taxes
for the protection of our ownership rights.

1 think it's time tha! governments face
up to the fact that we all must pay. Ttisa
utility, much like sewer, water, and elec-
tricily, we all create garbage. It is a
byproduct of being uman.

Mow, as o who will stand up and say,
“I"1l be that garbage commission,” Ao oke
seems o be on the way, Maybe it should be
proposed fo the State Legislature that a
solid wasie utility be created.

Lintil it is perceived that garbage is a
pecessary utility, and that everyone should
pay for a portion of this ufility, we will
continus to have local governments “bow-
ing out™ 1o lamdfills,

Larry Reid 15 an independent contractar
who lives with kis wife Karen in the Rogers
Road comimunii
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