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“ADRIFT IN THE PAGIFIC;

—OR——

The Strange Adventures of a Schoolboy Crew,

By JULES VERNE.

CHAPTFR L
THY. 8TORM.
It was tha oth of March, 1860, and 11
o'clook at night.

The ses and sky were as one, and (ne eyo -

rould pierca but a few fathoms into the
gloom. Through the raging sea over which
the waves broke with alivid ight, a little
ship was driving under almost bare poles
She was a schooner of a hundred tons, Her
name wus the Bleuth, but you would have
ponght it in vain on her sternboard, for an
accrdent of some sort had torn it away.

In the stern of tho schooner wero three |

bHoys, ons ahout 14, the two others about 13
wears of nae; these, with a young negro
pome 12 years oid, were at the wheel, ang
with their united strongth strove to check

the Jurchios which threatennd every fpatant

tn throw tho vessel broadside on. It was a

dificult tssk, for the wheel seomed as’

though it would turs in spite of all they
could do apd hurl them against the bal-
warks. Juat betore midnight such a wave
came thundering against the stern that it
was a wonder the rudder was not unshippad.
‘The bova were thrown bickwards by the
shock.but they recoverad thomselvesalmost
fmmediately.

*Does eho s11}) steer?” asked one of them.

“Yes, Gordon,” answered Briant, who had
eoolly resumed l3s place, “Hold on tight,
Donagan.” he continued, “and don't be
afraid. ‘thoro are others besides ourselves
to jook after. You are not hurt, Moko?"”

“No, Massa Hriant,” answered the boy.
“But we must keep the yacht before the
wind, or wa shal} be nooped.”

At this moment the door of the compan-
jon leading to tho saloon was thrown open.
Two little heads appeared above the level
of the deck,and with them cameupthe
genial face of a dog, who saluted with a
toud "Waough' wough!”

“Rriant! firlant!’ shouted one of the
youngsters. ' What i3 the matter?”

“Nothing. Iverson. nothing,” returned
Yriant. "Get down again with Brole, and
Jook sharp!”’

“\Ve are awfully frizhtened down hers,”
sald the other boy, who wasalittle younger.

Al of you?" asked Donagan.,

*Yeos, all of us,” said Dole.

*Well, got back again,” said Briaat. “Get
ainder tha clothes, shut your oy es, and noth-
fng will hurt you. T'here i8 no danger!”

“I.ook out!” said Moko. “Here's another
wave.”

A violant blow shook the stern. Fortu-
pately the wave did not come on hoard, For
i the water had swept down the compan-
ion the yacht would have bran swamuped.

“Go buck, will you!" shouted Gordon.
*Godown; or I'll coma after you'"

“Look here,” snid DBriant, rather more
gently, "“yo down, you yonngstoers,”

‘the two heads disappeared, and at the
gaiie momont anothor boy apoeared 1n the
dourway.

“Do you want us, Briant?”

*No, Baxter,” snid Bimant. “Let you and
Cross and Webh and Servico and Wilcox
stop with tho little ones. We four can wan-
nge.”

Baxter shut tho door from within,

“Yes, all of us,” Dole had said,

But were there only little boys on hoard
1his sohoonor thus driven hefore the storm?
Yes, only boys! Ana how many wore there?
Yiftoen, counting Gordon, Briant, Donagun
and the negro. How camo they to be hore?
That sou shall know shortly.

Was there not a man on the yacht? Not
a captain to look after it? Nota sailor to
give a hand in its management? Not a
helmsman to stcor in such a storin? No!
Not one!

And more than that, there was not a per-
son on board who knew the achooner's posi-
tion on the ncenn. And what occean? The
fargest of all, the Pacitio, which stretches
for €000 miles frown Australin and Now
Zenland to the coast of South America.

“\What is to be done?" asked Donagan.

“All wo can to suve ourselves, Leaven
helning uy,” answered Hriant, although
éven tho most energetic man might havs
despaired under such circumstances, for the
storm was mcreasing i violence.

The schooner had lost her mainmast,
gone ahout four feet nbove the partners, so
that no trysail could be set under which
sho might have been more easily steerod.
The foremast still held, but the shroudr
had siretched, and every minute it
threatenod to crash on to the deck. The
forestaysail had been svlit to ribbons, and
kont up a constant cracking, as 1if a rifle

was being iired, T'he only sl thatiemnined '

sound was the foresail, and ths seemed as
though it would go everv moment, for the
boys had not boen strong enough to manage
the last reof. 1{1t were to go, the scliooner
could not be keot beforo the wind, the
waves woula board her aver the quarter,
and down sho would go,

Suddenly, about 1 o'clock, a fearful crash
waa heard above the roaring of the storm.

“There yoes the foremast!” said Donagan,

“No." said Moko; "1t1s the foresail blown
put of the bolt ropes!”

“We must clear it,” snid Briant. “You
somain at tho wheul, Gordon, with Donagan ;
and Moko, como and help me.”

Briant was not quite i1gnorant of things
pauuical. Un his voyagze out from Kurope
he had crossed the North Atiantic and
Pucitio and had learned u littlo soamanship,
and that was why his compunions, who
kuew noue whatever, had left the schooner
3n bis und Moko's hands

Briant nnd the negro rushed forward. At
nll costs thoe foresail must be cut adrift, for
it had canght and was bellving out in such
& way that tho schooner was in danger of
onvsizing, and if that happenad she conld
mover ba nghted, unless the mast were cut
away and the wire shrouds broken, and how
could tho boys manaxe that?

The two »6t to work with remarkable
Jjudrment. ‘Cheir oblect was to keep as
much sail on tho schiooner as possible, so as
to steer her Dbefore tho wind as long as the
stormn lasted. Thoy alacked off the hal.

yards and let tho sail down to within four
or five foet of the dock, and they cut off
tho torn strips with their knives, secured
the lower corners, and made all snug.
Twenty times at least, weore they iu danger
of being swept away by the waves.

Under hor vory small spread of canvas
the schooner coula still be kept on her
course, and though the wind had so little to
take hold of she was driven alone at the
speed of a torpedo boat. ‘Ihe fastor she
went the better. Her safoty deponded on
hor goinw faster thun the waves, so that
none could follow and board her.

Briantand Moko wers making their way
back to the whesl when the door of th
companion again ovened, A boy’s head again
appearad. This time 1t wusJack, Briant's
brother, thrae vears his junior.

“What do you want, Jack?” asked his
brother,

*Come hero! Come nero!"
* There's water in the saloon.”

Briant rushed down tho companion stairs,
‘The saloon was confusedly lighted by a
lawy, which the rolling swung backwards
and forwards Its lhicht revealed a dozen
boys crouchod on the couches around, The
youngest—there Were some as youns as
eight—-wore hugdhnc agairst each otherin
fear.

““There is no dangor,” said Briant, wish.
g to wive them contidence. **We are a1l
right., Don't be afrad *

Than holaing atighted lantarn tothe floor,
he saw that sume water was washing from
side to side

Whence came thia water? Did it come
from a loak? That must be ascertained at
once .

Forward of thesaloon was the day-saloon,
then the dining-saloon, and thean the crew’s
quazrters.

Briant went throagh these in arder, and
found that the water had been takeu in
from the seas dashing over the bows, down

tho fore-crnmpanion. which had not been
quite closed, andthat  had boen run aft
by the pitching of the shiv. There was
thus no danger.

Briant 8100064 to cheez up hia compen.

sald Jack.

i

|
|

fons as he went back through the saloon,
and then returned to his place at the helm

An hour later there was another report
from the bow. What remained of the fore-
sail had been sphit to ribbons, and the strips
flow off into space like huge gulls.

*We have no sail left!" exclaimed Dona-
wan: “and 1t i3 impossible for us to set
another.”

* Well, it doesn’t matter,” said PBriant,
“\We shall not get atong so fagt, that is all!”

‘I'he boy had not finishea the sentence
when soveral tons of water came witha
leap over the taffrail.  Briant, Donagan and
(ordon were hurled sgainst the comnpanion,
to which they managed to cling. Butthe
nexro had disappeaicd in the wave, which
had swept the deck from stern to bow,
carrying away the binnacle, a vile or spare
spars and the three boats,which were swing-
ing to the davitsin board. The deck was
cleared at one blow, but the water almost
instantly tiowed off, and the vacht wa%
saved from sinking beneath the flood.

“Moko! Moko!"” shoutod Briant, as soon
as ho could speak.

*~ee it ho’s gone overboard,” said Don.
agan.

“No,” sald Gordon, leaning outto lee-
rard..' “No, I don't see him, and 1donthear

.,

“*We must save him! Throw him a buoy
—throw him a rope!” said Briant,

Aud 1n a voice that rang clearlyoutn a
few scconds of ealm, he shouted again—

“*Moko! Moko!"

“

lere! tlelp!” replied the negro.

“Ho is not in the sea *’ sard Gordon,
voice comes trom the bow.”

* I'll save hiin,' satd Briaut,

Aud he creot forward along the heaving,
shppory deck, avoiding as Lest he might the
blocks nwmi;mg fromn the ropes that were
all adift. 'The boy’s voice was heard again,
and then all was silent, Bv great effort
Biiant reached the fore-rompanion,

Heshouted, ‘Ihere was xno response.

Jad Moko been swept away intu the sea
since he uttered his last cry? If so, he must
be far astern now, for the waves (ould not
carry him along as fast as the schooner was
. €oluk.  And then hie was losg! |

No! A feeble cry reached Briant, who
hwiried to the windluss in the frame of
which the foogof the bowsprit was fitted.
‘There he found the negro stuck in the very
dnele of the vow. A hulyard was tighten-
g every istant round his neck. He had
been saverd by it when tho waves were car- |
rying _hmim away, Was ho now to Le
strangled by 1t/ ) |

Briant opened his knife, and with some
aificulty managed to cut the rope  Moko
was then dragized aft, and as soon as he had
recovered sirength  enough to  speak- |
"t hanks, Massa Briant ” he said, an -
- mediately resumed his place at the wheel,

wliere the four did their utmost to keep the
yacht safo from the enormous waves that
now_ran behind them, for the waves now
ran faster than tho yacht, and could easily
board her as they passed, But what could
he done? 1t was impossible to set the least
scrap of sail,

Tho four boys looked out at the chaos of
wild water; they felt that if the calm was
lou;r in coming their situation would by
desperate. It was impossible that the
schooner could tioat for another day, for the
waves would assuredly sweep away the
companions and swamp her,

ut suddenlv there came a cry from
Moko of “Land! land'"

: Land!” exclaimed Briant,

"\;7;” replied Moko, *land tothe east-
war

And he pointed towards a part of the
horizon now hidden by a mass of vapors.

‘Are yousure?” asked l)onagan.
‘Yes, yes—certain,” said Moko. “If the
mist onens again you look —there—a little to
the right of tho forema-t! Look, look!”

‘The st began to open and rise from the
sen. A few moments moie, and the ocean
rea I;'anred for sevoral miles in front of the
yach

“Yeos, land! It 13 really land!” shonted
Briant,

“His

riant,

“And land thatis very low,” added Gor.
don, who had just caught sight ot the 1n-
dicated coast. X

And now the wind blew with sati1} greater
strongth: the schooner, carried along like
o feather, was hurled toward the coast,
which stood out like o lme of ink on the
whitish waste of sky. In the backgionnd
a olil rising from 150 to 200 feet; in the
foraground was a yellowish heach ending
toward the right 1 a rounded mass which
seemed to belong to a forest farther iniand.

Ah! 1t the schooner could reach the
sandy beach without meeting with a line of
reefs, 1 the mouth of a river wouki anly
! offor a_refuge, her passengers might per-
¢ lians escape safe and souud.

it occurrad to Briant that 1t wonld be bet-
ter for all his peonle tp bo on deck when
the crash came, and onening the compan-
ion door ho nkouted down.

“Come on deck, every one of von!”

Irayediatoly out jumped the dow, and
then ‘the 11 hoys one altor the other—the
smallest at thasight of the mighty waves
around them bezmning to yell wath terror.

It was a little betore ¢ in the mornmg
when the schooner reached the first line of

renkers.

“Hald on, all of you'!" shouted Briant,
stripmng off half his clothes. 50 as to be
readv 1o help those whom the surf awept
away, for the vessel wonld certainly strike.

huddunl{ thera came a shock. The
schooner had grounded, A second wave
took her 50 feet farther, yust skimming the
10cks that rose Above the water level in
auite a thousand places. Then she heeled
over toportand remained motionless, sur-
rounded by the boiling surf.

{CON1INUED MONDAY.}
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“ADRIFT IN THE PACIFIC;

The Strange Adventures of a Schoalboy Crew.

By JULES VERNE.

EYNOPSIS OY PRECEDING CHAPTERS. | and more. Moko egof’o out the leaaline and

| found he touch tiom at eight feet,
A 100-t0n schooner, manned by 8chool- | Wouid ‘e sohoonerbe Joft high and dey?

boys only. in & furious yale, 18 wrecked off Moko did not think so. and he took an op-
ap unknown (oastin tho Facific. bhe lies portsunluy:lr telling Bﬂan}zw 02 the gule
i 80 A 0 arm nobody. riant went an
in tho boiling surf, near shore. i crmht‘:lu;d ‘T“h (;omon.(l J‘Jvitslgntly 1lhe
. . northerly wind prevented the tide running .
C’L“’i'}{f {’- out as far as upual iir calm weather.
] »” He K.
“Don‘t he afraid.” smid Bnant
t §s stronzly bmilt. the coast is near.

I
“What i8 to be done?” sa1d Gordon, !
“§ don’t know, sald Briant. “Whata!
Q:n. snd we will Iry to reach the shore.”
“And why wait?" arked lronagas,

nuisance it is that o are only boys when
en
“Yes—why?” added anothar bovy abonut 12

""ihe

we ought to be men!
“It is, rather!” replled Gordon. *Bat

A1 by -~ | necesalty, you know, may bring ns npto
years oulhyngzm,,““wx- Douagan is tho l::sri'. Never despair! we shail be all .
) . . 1 3 -

B et il ren it 100 high at present, :h“h: f we are carefal. 6 must do some-

and we should pe thrown out among the
rocks,” snawaered Briant "

“Andf the vacht goes to pieces?’’ asked
a third bhoy named Webh, who was about
tho rame aue se Wilcox

*1 do not think thers §a murh fear of
that,” gaid Briaot. At least 11l the tide
tarns. When 1t gocs out we can see about
saving ourselves '

Briant was right. _Although the tides aro
not very considerable in the Iacific, their
rango is enough®to cause ap appraciable
ditference of level botwsen high and low
water  Thare would therefore be an advan.
tage in waiung a few hours, partcalarly if
the wind dropped. The eblh might leave a

art of the reof drv.and it would then he
fem dangerous 10 leave the schooner and
easior 1o« rexa tho quarter of a mile which
separated her from the beach

ﬂenonnblo as was this advice, Nonagan

“Yen: we must do something. If wedon’t
get away from the ship before the tide
cames back we are done for,"

“Fhat is true enougl, for she'll
pieces. Wo must leave her somehow.

“Yeosx. somehow !

“Couldn’t we make n raft?”

I thought of that, but nearly all the spars
went overhoard in the storm. We cannot
break up the deck to make a raft with the
planks. for we have no ume. We have only
tho hoat and the sea’s too rough for bher.,
; All T can see 18 to got a rope across the
: reef and fasten it to one of those rocks over
there. \We might get them all ashore that

way,
Who'll take the rope?
*f will.” smid Briant,
I’ heip you,” said Gordon.
No. T'llgoaione.”
“Won't you take the boat?"

go to
»

and two orthree otkers were not prenared “That would risk losin .
16 follow it: and they formed a smnall crowd | hor ay g last resource.” i her. Better keep
1 the bow and talked in whispers During | "¢ was then 10.15. In 45 minutes it woold '

the schooner's passage they had consented | ue ow water., At the schooner'
1o obey Eriant's orders on account of 113 | waggiot mote than foar of g f;elh(?rww?tg?: 1
knowiedge of seamanehip, but they had | by it seemed as though only 5 faw ires
always intended to resiine their frcedom of | y0re would rin out. nixty vards away the
artlon ance they got ashore, And this was ' water stnllowed considorably, »s could be
articularly the case with Donagan. who. | sesn by 14 color and the numerous rocks
n respect of eduration and ability, con- ' sucking up oatofit. To cross this 60 yards
wdered nmself ulonF' wity the superior of waythe difficnity.” 1{ Briant could ot
triant and the rest  Eriant banneued 1o bd  popg firmiy fixed to oneof the notated rocks
of i'rench turth, and not unpaturaily, the and stretch 1t taut with the help of tho
""‘"r" o, }’{m“o means disposed 1o windhﬁw. all mihzhl. ot off insafety. And
nock upder 10 him, along the rope thoy coulashde the pa

bu’ Lenagan. Wiicox, Webh and Cross | of provisions and other articles ??cﬁlr‘\afgg
s 5 b g ouke nracerss | weeelc” B ¢ gl ity torihine
the shest o foam, dof L fur- | and Briant w
rowed wm;‘ currenty v{lm:h lo(}kﬂ:jc ltrlun,sjzf:r'; it but ;"mm""’“m atlow noone to attempt
ous enough to gatigly any o b h He chose_a rope of moderate size, and
most skilful swiminer wounld have struggled | giinping 0, '
}l v,.‘lln uzahinu;. tllm l:'m‘xl&cd udewtihalu ,'H,g ’:"u";’: i off his clothes, tied 1t round his
n the teeth »f the bolsterous nd. i “Now, comeo ”
v e ‘o wait for an hour or two was only | “S¢and by to na‘;!%‘:xi tttlhee;gbe gaid Gordon,
too sensiie, and Nonagan and his support- "
ershad to vield to the evidence of their
own eyes, and returnea to the stern among
the vounger boys, Just 88 Briant was saying

to them:

“Above all things do notseparate! Letus
Kkeop togetlier, or we ars lost.”

[0 yon presume 1o lav down the law for
as?” exclaimed Donagan.

“I presame nothing.’ said

Lonagan and his frends came forward
with tho rest, and stood ready to slack the
rope out gently from tho coil. 80 as8 to ease
off the weight as much as possible. R

As Briant was about to plunge mto the
sea. his brother ran up, crying:

My t')rm.h-r' My brother'”
me")'?’\;xz:}]% ln!mld.l.lnck. gop't. be a{‘raid for
v, H V. 16 reply; and in another mo-
,I’Srlnnt. 6XCept ment Diriant was on the surface of the sea,

what {s for the safely of a
“Hriant is ri - ht *” sad

spoke without tlunking, snd took th

generally in a cool, qulet sort of way.
*You' ves'' 0inec

)y A soeret spstinet,

Donagan did not. reply, bat he and his
friends kept away from tho rest, and waited
11] it was time to bogin work at saving
themsnlves,

Thers was _no sign that the land was

fnhabited. Thers was no house or hut, not

avon al tho month of the river. Thenatives,
{ thore were any, might perhapr vrefer to
jve away from the shore, whers thiey were
exnosed to such boisterous winds from the
westward.
] ses no smoke,” eaid Briant, lowering
the binocular,

Gordon, who never
ngs

Lintwoor three of the
ounustera, who felt drawn towards Briant vonted the bray

swimming strongly with the rope behind

im.

In a calm the task would not have been
easy, for the sur{ beat furiously among the
rochs, Currents and counter-eurrents pre-

e hoy from Xkeapine a

sirairzht hine. and when he entered them he
could with difticulty waks his way through.
Gradually he made his way towards the

¢ beach, but it was evident that his streagth
t was failing him. He had not gone 20 yards
from tho schoonor when he entered g whirl-
poo caused by the meeting of two strenms
of surf. If he could get round it or through
1t all might be well, for the sea bevond was
calm. He tried to pass it on the left hand,
but the atlempt was a fallure. A strong
swimmer1n the prime of hfe would have
tried 1 vain  The whirlpool seized him,

and drew him irresistibly to the centre.
“Heip! Pulll Pull!” he sboutleisdl:‘a
then he disappeared.

[CONTINUED TOMORROW.]

l”And theie ia no boat on the beach.” said
0.

"

i and
How could therd be, if there is no har-
bor? ’ asked Donawan,

“It 18 not necessary that there should be
a harbor,” said CGorden. “Fishmig boats
could 1@ up the river mouth, and it might
be that the storn has obliged the paople to
take them np thenver ”

Giordon's observation was true enough,
hut, anyliow, tliere wia no sign of & bhoat to
o6 geen, and tho whole coust seemed un-
inhatted. K

‘The tule was going out—very glowlv, 1t ig
truo—for the wind drove st back. tBut the
wind was {allmig and eduing mors to the
northwest and everything ouzht to b in
rendiness when the reef offered a prac.
ticable passawe. .

It wus nearly 7 o'clock, Every one was
buay Lringing up on derk such things as
were of first unportance, loaving the others
10 be collacted when tha sea wishad them
ashore. ‘1 here was on boaridl & large <tore
of preserved movisions, and some of them
were made up mto packages for the older
buys to tako with them: But for 1ns to bo
done the reef nught to be dry, Would the
tide be lon ennngh to leave the beach dry
up to the rocks.

What a pity it was that the boats had
bean carried away in the storm! Thoy
wern Jarge enowch to_hold all on board, and

p them Briant and lus comrades could

ave tried to reach tho shore, and after-
wards take inany things from the wrock
which would now hive to be left,

Suddenly there was a shout in_the how,

axter had made an_ important discovery.

he yawl, instead of being washed away,
waas foul of the bowsvnt rnigzing and unin.
jured. It could only hold five or six,1t18
true, hut it would be of great serviceif the
tide did not run out far euough to leavo a
dry passago 1o land,

Bat hero again a discussion broke out, in
which Briant and Donagan took opposite
sides, In fact, ax soon as the vawl wns

ound. Donagan, Wilcox. Webb and Cross
iad taken possossion of her,

“What are vou doinu?" asked Briant,

*\Vhat we choose " answered Wilcox.

**Are yvou going off in that R

“Yes,” said Donagaun, “and 1t will take
more than you to stop us,”’

“Iwil stop vou,” said Briapt: "I and
those vou are going 10 leave behind.”

*1 eave behind " satd Donagan contempt-
uouslv. “1lnat 1w what son think, 1s 1t?
1 awn oing to leavo nobody behing, you sea!
We are zoing 1o tho beach, and then one of
ur will brime the vawi back,”

“Aund if you cannot wet back?” said Bri-
ant, with dithculty keoping his temver. It
6ho gets stove on the racks?’

“Comea on,” sald Waebl, pushing Briant
aside “lot us et her off

Briant (aught hola of the boat as thev
were trying to launcn her,

“You shall uot go."” ho said.

*We'll see alout that,” smid Donagap,

“You shall not go,”" aaua Briant “This

at 18 for the vounusters, if the tide s not

ow enough to let them walk ashore.”

“Loasvgit a1one,” a1l Donagan angnly,
*] (el your. Briant, yon shal) not stonp us '

“And | 1all you, Donagan, that [ <hall.”

‘There was 1o le a ixlit overit, evidentiv,
Wilcox, Webb and Cross took Donagan’s

nry; Bavter, Service and Gainett wers

acking up Briant, when Gordon ter-
vanad. o wus the oldest and coolest ot
thalot, and heshowed hi good sense by
intervening in favor of Briant,

*Come, comr, Dopagan, don’t be so1m-
patient! Can’t you scve the water 1s very
{ough, and that there is a chanco of your

oning the boat.’ .

“I will not stand Briant domineering
f)'o“ us as he has been doing lately,” said

nAZAN

*Hear. liear.” said Cross and Webb,

“Tam « omineering over nobody.” replied
grlmt- “but I wili not let anvboay acs {or

imself at th e\pense of all the others

* \\ e think
you do,” said
nshore—~""

* Which we are not 1uat yet."said Gordon.
“Com . Donagan, + on't be 0: stinate: leave
the i oat alone b} there is a batter chance.”

The efforts of the peacemiker were suc.
cessfal—as thav had been more than once
tafore—and the boys loft the boat for a

[

t a8 much of the others as
nagan; “‘and when we are

time,

‘The tide had now gone down a couple of
fost. Was there a channel! through the
lreakers? Briant weut torward to see.
Mounting the slarbgnl shrouds. he sat on
the cross-trecs. Through the reafthere was
a chansel. which could be traced by the
points of rock sticking ab out of the water
on each side. But there were too many
eddies along it at_present to think of ven.
turing through itin theboat, Retier wait a
Iittie until the outgning tide had left 1t
practicable R

From the cross-irees Briant carefuily re.
connoltered the coast in frontef him, There

were no signs of inhabitants in the bay.
which from peint to point was about eighy
miles long.

After being aloft half an Lour. Briant re.
turaed to report what he had seen. Dona.
an and his supporters listened withoutsay.
fng anything. Mot 8o Gordon, who asked—
“It was about 6 o'clock, was it not, when
the yacht grounded >
‘\\ ’;ls:ud lSrianl.‘ ud ‘ o
*Aund how long 1s the tide runningon
*Five hours, I think. Isn'tit, Moko?’ re.
plied Bnant. . oes
“Yo-, five or six hours,” said Moka
“That woula make it 11,” said Gordon,
“tur the bast time for ne to G1y.”
“That is what | thought.”” saxd Briant.
“Well, Jot us all be readv by thea.” said
Gordoa. “*Awd now Jet us have somethines
toeat If we havs to take to the water let
4t be some time atter we have had a meal”
The sugrestion was receivea with much
-g_nhnse. and acted t:gon' immediately.
With the bisenits and the iam the young:
sters forgot their troutles, and as thoy bad
had noth to eat for 24 hours, thay ate
:‘m si0adily asif thoy never intended to

op.
After a time Bﬂm&wut to the bow and

ther long ) t the rocks’
ognsowly the gde.mx;ed to g out!

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



ADRIFT IN THE PACIFIC; --OR-- The Strange Adventures of a Schoolboy Crew.

JULES VERNE

Boston Daily Globe (1872-1922); Feb 25, 1890; ProQuest Historical Newspapers Boston Globe (1872 - 1924)

pg. 6

ADRI

T IN THE PACIFIC;

The Strange Advemures 0f a Schoslhoy Crew,

By JULES VERNE.

SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAFTERS.

A 100-ton echooner, manned by echool-
'boys only. in a furious gale, I8 wresked off
an unknown coastin the FPacific. Ghe lies
in the boiling surf, near stiore.

Briant, one of the oldest and most ex-
perienced of the boys, with a Jife Jine about
him, nlunges into the surf toward theshore,
is caught 1n a whirlpool ana disappears.

CHAPTER 1.—CoNTINUED.

On the yacht terror was at its height.

“Haul away!” said Gordon, coolly,

And the boys hauled as if for their lives,
and in Jess thanamnuts Bnant was on
board -uneonscious. it 18 trne, but soon
brought back to 1ife in his brother’s arms.

That attempt had fajled. What was to be
done now? Wars they to walt! ‘To wait
for what? Help? And where was help to
coms from?

1t was now past noon. and the tide began
to make, aud the surf incrcased as the
water rose, And as it waz new moon the
tide would be higher than the evening
before. And tho wind had gone down but
little, and the schooner m.ght be lifted
from its rocky bed and strike agan. and he
ghattered on the reef! And no one would
survive! And yet nothingcould be done!

In tho stern the joung boys gathered
round the older onedy, and watchead the
waters riso and the rocks disappear in
turn beueath fhe surf. Thne wind had
gone round to the west again, and beat full
on the shore. As tho water dcopened
the waves rose, and rolled and broke up
againat her. By 2 o'olock the schooner
had recovered from her heel and was
upright, and her bow war free, and
being dashed upand downon the rocks,
while her stern remained firmly fixed.
Boon she hezan toroll from side to side.
and the boys had o ching together to
prevent beinz thrown overboard. Sud.
denly a foaming mountain came rolling
in from the open sea, and rose a few
feet from the stern of tha yacht It
was over 20 feet high; it came with the
fury of a torrent: it covered the reef; it
lifted the schooner from the rocks, and,
without even grazing them, swept her on-
ward : in lcas than a minate. amid the roar-
ing maes of waier. tho wreck was carried to
the bheach and Jaid onthe sand within a
couple of hundred foet of the trees at the
foot of the cliffl. And thero it remained,
while the sea flowed back and left it high
and dry.

CITAPTER 111
WHY ADRIIT.

At the time of our story Charman’s
bonrdind-school was one of the larwest in
Auckland, New Zealand. 1t boasted about
a hundred punils balonging to the best fam-
4Hen in the colony, and the course of study
and management wore the same as in Ingh-
class schools at home,

On Tebh. 15, 1880. 1n the afternoon, a
crowd of boys aud their relatives came out
of the schoolhouse into Quecn street, merry
and hanpy as birds just escaped from their
cage. It was the bez:nning of the holidays,
Two months of independence; two months
of liberty! And for somn of the boys
there was the vrospect of a sea voyage
which had heen talked about in school
for months, How the others envied those
who were to go on this cruise im which New
7ealand was to be circumnavigated! The
schooner had been chariered by the boys'
friands, and fitted out for a voyage of six
wocks She belonged to the father of one
of the boye, William !, Garnett, an old
mearchant eaptain, in whom every confi-
dence wns felt | A subscrintion had been
raised among the parents to cover the ex-
penres, and great was tho ‘ov of the young
folks, who won!d have found it difiicult to
spend their holidays better.

The fortunate hoys wore of all ages
from 8 to'l4. \With the excention of the
Briants, who were Fronch, and Gordo
swwho was an American, they were all Eng-
lish

The crew consisted of the mate, six
sailors, a cook and n hoy, Moko, the young
negro of 12, whuve family had been in the
service of a well-known colonist for many
yeais. Amd we ought to mention Fan,a
dogof American extraction, which belonged
to Gordon, and never loft her master.

The day of departure had been fixed for
the 15th of February. The yacht Iay
moored at the end of Commercial pior.
The crew was not on board when. on the
svveniug of the 14th, the younsg passongers
embarked. Capt. Garnett was not ex-
vected till the iast momont, and the mate
and the boy received Gordon and his com-
papions. the men having gono ashore to
take n varting glass, When the yacht had
been cleared of visitors. and the boys had
all gone to bed, 80 asto be ready earlyin
the morning for the start, it occurred to the
mate that he would go up into the town
and look for his men, loaving Moko in
charge. And Aloko was too tired to keep
awake.

\What hanpened imimediately the mate
left was a mystery, but, accidentally or pur-
posely. the moorings of the yacht ot cast
off without any ono on board being the
wirer,

It was a dark night, The Iand bresze was
ptrong, and the tide running out. and away
went the schooner to sea.

When Moko awoke he found the yacht
adnift!

His shouts brought up Gordon, Briant,
Donagan and a fow of the others fromn be.
Jow. but nothing could they do. They
called for holp in vain. None of the harbor
lishts were visible, ‘The yacht was richt
out in the gulf, three miles fiom land.

At the suggestion of Briant and Moko the
bova tried to get satl on the yacht soas to
teat back into the harbor. But the sail
was too heavy for them to set proyerly, and
the result was that the yacht, instead of
keeping her head up. dropped dead away
to leeward. Cape Colville was passed, and
the strait betweon GGreat Barrer island and
the mainjand run through, and soon the
schooner was off to the eastward, many
miles from New Zealand.

It was a zerious vosition. Thers counld be
no heip from the land. 1f{a vessel were to
come 11 search, seversl hours must elanse
before she could catch them, aven suppos-
Ing that she could find them in the dark-
ness, And even when dav came, how could
she descrv so sinall 4 oraft on the high sea’”
if the wind did not change all hops of re.
turning to l1and must ba siven up  There
remained ouly the chance of being spoken
by some vessel on her way to & New Zea-
land port.  And to mest this Moko hastened
to hoist a lantern at the foremast head.
And then all that could be done was to wait
for daylight.

Many of the smaller boys were still asleep,
and it was thought best not to wake thiem,

Saveral attempts were made to bring the
schiooner upin the wind, but all were use.
less. Her head fell off immediately, and
awxy she went drifting to the eastward.,

Suddenly a haht was sighted two or three
miles off. It was & white masthead hght,
showing a steamer under wav. Scon the
sido hights, red and green, rose above tiuu
water. and the fact of their being seen
together showed that the steamer was
stesring straight for the yacht.

‘I'ha boys shouted in vain. The wash of
the waves, thy roar of the steam blowing
off. and the mean of tha rising wind united

drown thelr voice. Butif thev could not

ear the criss the iookouts msght see the
lizht at the schooner’s foremast. 1t wasa
last chance, and unfortunately in one cf
the yacht's jerky nitches the halliard broke
and the Jantern fell into the sea, and there
was nothing to show tho presence of the
schoonef which the steamer was steshing
straight down upon at tho rate of 12 knots
an hour.

lu a few secondsshe had struck the vacht,
and would have sunk ber. had she not
taken her on the siant closs to the stern: as
it was she carriod away omly a bit of the
Bamesboard,

The shock had besn so fesble that the
steamer kopt on, leaving the schooner to
the mercy of the approaching storm.

Dritting before the wind. the boys might
well think they were Jost. When day came
the wido horizon was deserted. Notone
'was sighted, and althongh the wind mod.
eratcd occasionally, yet it never ceased
blowing from the westward.

How Jong this drifting was to last neither
Briant nor his comrades knew, In vain
they tried to get the schoomer back into
New Zealand waters,and it wasunder these
conditions that Briant, displaying energy
supcrior to his age, began to exercise an in-
fluence over nis companions to which even
Donagan submitted. Although with Moko's
help he could not succeed in getting the
yacht to the westward, he could, and did,
manage to keeo her navigable. He cid not
spare himsell. He watched %ight and
day. He swept the horizon for any
chance of safety. And ho threw overboard
soveral hottles contamning an account of
what had happeneé to the schooner. It was
a slender chance, doubtless, but he did not
care to neglect it.

few hours after the yacht left
Haurak: gulf the storm arose, and for two
weeks it rag d with unosual jmpetuosity.
Assailed by enormous waves, and escaping
a hnndred tim-s from i.eing overwhalmed
by the mountains of water, the yacut had
gone ashore on an unknown land in the
Yacific.

What was tobe the fate of these ship-
wrecked schoolboys? From what side was
help to come to them if they could not help
thewmnselvesy

Their families had only too gool reason
to suppus? that thev had been swallowed
up. When it was found that the yacht had
disappeared thealarm was given.

Without lcaing an instant the harbor mas-
ter sent out two rnail steumeors in search,
with orders to cxplore the gulf and some
miles beyond it. All that night, though the
roa grew rough, the littie steamers sought
in vain. And when day came and they re.
turned to Auckiand it was to deprive the
unfortunate rolatives of every hope. They
had not found the schooner. but they had
found the wreckage knocked away in colli-
sion by thie Quito-a collision of which those
on board the Quito knew nothing.

And in this wreckage wers thres or four
lettersof the schooner’s name.

It sesrmed certain that the yacht had met
with disaster, and gone down with allon
board within a dozen miles of New Zealand.

[COYTINUED TOMORROW,]
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" ADRIFT IN THE PACIFIC;

The Strange Adventures of a Schoelboy GCrew,

By JULE

S VERNE.

SYKOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS.

A 100-ton schooner, manned by school-
boys only. in s furious gale, s wrecked off
an ankpown coast in the Pacific. She lies
i the bosling surf, near shore.

Hriant, ons of the oldest and most ex-
perienced of the boys, with a life line about
him. vlunges into the surf toward theshore,
s caught 1 a whirlpool and disappears.

He in pulled back. unconscions, but re-
covers. ‘The chapter explains that these
Loys were inmates of @ hoarding scheol,
m  Aucklapd, New Zealand, about
to go on a hollday cruise of two
months around the island, The schooner
on the night of Fab
with the hoys on board waiting for her crew
and captain, Accidentally or on purnose
her moorings were loosened and she drifted
out 1o aca, whore she was caught in the
wale. Drifting out sho was grazed by a
vassing schoouer. which, without knowing
it. carried away her name board. Steamers
were sent out i gsarch, but picked up only
the nameboard, and the schooner is sun-
posed to have sunk with all on board.
Yriant bas taken coinnmand,

CHAPTER 1V,

FRLPARING POR A NEW LIFR.

The shore was deserted, as Briant bad
discovered when he was on the foremast
croas trees. 1'or an hour tho schooner lay on
her bed of pand, and no native was seen.
't here was no sign of house or hut under
1hoe trees, in frontof the cliff, or on the
banks of the rivulet, now full with the
waters of the tide, There was noteven
tha print of o human foot on the beach,
which thie tide had bordered with a long
line of coaweed. At the month of the river
there was no fishing boat to he seen, and no
smoke aross in the air along the whole
curve of ths bay between the northern and
southiern capes.

The first 1dea that occnrred to Briant and
Gordon was to get through the trees and
ascend tho cliffe behind.

“Wenre on lund, that is something!" said
Gordon; “but what is thisland which seems
uninhabited 7"’

“f'he important thing is that it is not un.
inhabitable.” answerea Bifant. “We have
fooi and ammunition for some time. We
want n sholter of some sort. and we must
find one—at least for the youngsters."”

“Yes. Right yon are.”

"As tofinding out where we are.” said
Eriant, “there will be time enough for that
when we have nothingelse to do. If itisa
continent, we may. rerhaps, bo rescued, If
t s anisland! an uninhabited fsland —well.
we shall see! Corgo, Gordon, let us be off
on our voyage of discovery.”

‘I hey 8oon reached the edge of the trees,
which ran off on theslant from the chif to
the right bank of the stream, 300 or 400
yards abovo 1ts mouth,

in the wood there was no sicn of the pas-
sage of man, not a track, not a footpath.
O3 tranks, fallen throueh old age, Jay on
the ground, and the boys sank to their
kueos fu the carpet of doad leaves, But the
birds flew away in alarn asg if they had
lsarnt that man was their enemy, and it
wai therefora likely thatif the island was
notinhatnted 1t was oceasionally visited by
the natives of a neighboring territory.

In 310 minutes the bovs were through the
wood. which grew thicker where the rocks
at the hack rose ke a wall for a hundred
nnd sighty feet. \Was there in this wall any
VYireak or hollow which would afford them a
refuge? Acavesheliered from the winds of
thin sena by the curtam of trees, and beyond
the reach of the sea oven in storms, would
1.0 the very place for the hoys to take up
as their quarters unti! a careful exploration
enabled them to move farthor inland,

| nluckily thoe wall was as baro of irregu.
Jarity as the curtainof afortitication, There
w.s go cave. nor wis there anv place where
the cliff could be cHmhed. To reach the
interior the shore would have to be fol-
towed ull the chif ended.

¥or half an hour Briant and his compan.
jon kept on to the southward along the foot
of tho chil. and then they reached the right
bank of the streamn, which came meander-
mg in from the east. On the right bank
they stood under the shado of the lofty
tiees; but the left bank bordered a country
of vory different aspect: flat and verdure-
Jess, it Jooked hike & wide marsh extending
to the southern horizon. Disappoimted n
their hopo of reaching the top of tho cliff
where they might have bad a view of many
miles over the country, the boys returned to
the wreck.

Donagan and a few others wero strolling
among the rocks, while Jenkins, 1verson,
Dole and Costar were amusing themselves
by eollecting shelltish. The explorers re-
poited the result of thoir journey, Until a
more distaut expedition could be under-
takern, it seemed best not to abandon the
wreck. which, although atove in Lelow and
hieoling considerably. would doverv well as
a tomporary dwelling place. ‘I'he deck had
been half torn up forward, but the saloons
yvielded ample shelteragainst a storm. The
galley had not been damaged at all, to the
very great sutisfuction of the smaller boys.

‘That very day they set 10 work to make
the schooner comfortable. A rups laader
on thue starboard side guve easv access to
the beachh Mocko, wbo as a cabim boy
Jinow samething of cooking, took charge of
the galley, and, helped by Service, pro-
ceeded t c.ok o weal which, thanks to
excetlsut apnetite, gave weneral satsfac-
tion, aud even Jenking, Iverson. Dole and
Costar becalno quite lively., Jack atone
contintiad wiserable: his eharacter seemeod
10 have quite chansed, but to all his com-
panioys ssid to im on the subject he gave
e\ asihve replies,

‘t horoughly tired out after 20 manv days
and nights of dangoer. the need of a good
round sledp was apparont to all, The
soungsters were she first to find their way
tu the saloon. and the others soon followed,
Briant, Giordon and Donagan took 1t in
turns to keow watcti.  Might not some wild
beasts put inan appearance? Or even a
band of natives, who would be more for-
mitdable? But neither came. The might
pa~sed without an alann of anv kind: and
when the sun rose the bova yoined in prayer
to God for théir deliverance from peril, and
startod on such work as was necessary.

‘1he tirat thing was tomsake a hist of the
viovisions, and then of the weapons. instru-
ments, utensils, clothes, tools, ete. The
{foud question was serious, for it seemed
they wera in o desertland. They would
1 ave 1o trust to ishing and shooung, if any-
thing remained 10 bo shot. Donagan, whe
w.as a camat shot, had seen nothing yet but
the birds on the reef and beach. But to pe
reduced to feeding on sea birds was not a
pleasant praspect, und it was desiratle to
kuow how lony the schooner's provisions
would last if managed with care.

it was found that, except the biscuits, of
which there was a large store, the preserves.
hams, meat biscuits—made of ftour, mineed
vork and spice—corned beof, salt Leef and
sea stores wenerally, conld not last longer
than two monuths, 50 that {from the very tirsg

they mast have recourse to the productions

of the country, and keep the provisions in
case they had 10 journey some hundreds ot
mtles to raach & port on the coast or a town
in tho interior,

“Suppose some of thosa things have dbeen

15 lay at the wharf

“Iwilll J will!” said the youngstors, =

A} right,"” said Briant: “but no playing
about. We only give the lines to those who
mean business.”

“Don’t get excited.” said Iversom, “We
will be as steady as—'’

“But look here,” said Gordon:'we must
first make a list of what there is on board.
‘Wo have other things te think of pesides
what there 18 to eat.”

“Youcango and get a few oysters for
lunch,” said Service.

“Ah! that I'll do," said Gordon. “Off you
goin twos and threes: and, Moko, you go
i with them.”

The negro could be trusted. He was
willing. clever and plucky, and would prob-
ably be of great use, & was particalarly
attached to Briant, who did not comceal
s liking for him,

Come on!” said Jenkina, .

“Are you not going with them, Jack?'
asked riant. X

4ack replied in the negative,

Jenkinsy, Dole, Costar and Iverson then
went off in charge of Moko, and scrambled
up on 1o the reef which the sea had just left
dry, Imthe cracks and crannies thev might
nerchance come across many molluses —
mussels, clams, and even oysters—which,
eithar raw or cooked,would form a welcome
reinforcement. Away they Wwent, running
und jumping, and evidently lookinz on the
expedition a9 one of vleasuie rather than
work. At thefr age they remnembered litile
of tho trials they had passed through, and
thought less of the dangers to come.

As soon as they had gone the elder boys
began their search on the yacht. Lomacan,
Cross, Wilcox and Webb devoted them-
neives to the weanons, ammunition, clothes,
bedding, tools and utensiis. while Hriant,
(armett, Baxter and Service took stock of
the drinkables. As each azticle was called
out tiordon entered it in his notebook,

It was found that the yacht had a com-
vlete set of spare sails and rigeing of all
s0r18, cordage. cables, hawsers, etc., and if
she could have got atloat again could have
been comvletely refitted, But these best
quality sails and new cordage would nover
again be used on the sea; they would come
in useful in other ways, few fishing
apuliances, hand linesand deep sea-lines
figured 1w the inventory, and very vaiuable
the{ would be, for fish were abundant,

L'he list of weaponsin the notebook gave
eight central-fire fowhng-pieces, a long-
rauge duck gun and 12 revolvers, Foram.
muhition there were 300 cartridges for the
breech-loaders, two barrels of gunpowder,
each of 25 pounds. and a large quantity of
lead, small shot and bullets, This ammn-
nition, intended to be used on the New Zea-
land const at the places theyacht putin at,
would come in more usefully for the gen-
eral security. The storercom also con-
tained a few rockets for mightsignalling,
and 30 cartridges and projecuiles for the
two small cannons on board, which it was
hoped would not have to be used in repuls-
ing a aative attack,

he «ooking utensils, and such like,
ware enough, evon if the stay was tobe a
lengthy one. Though a good deal of the
crockery had been smashed when the
yacht ran ashore on the reef, yet enough
remained for the service of the table. And
theso things were not absolutely necessary,
liere wore 1nore valuable things, suchas
garments of flannel, cioth, cotton, and linen
in suthcient quantity tokive a change for
each change of climate. And if the land
was in tho samo latitude as Auckland,
which was likely, as the veassel
had run before a westerly wind all the
time, the boys might expect a hot summer
and very cold winter, Fortunately there
were on board a whole heap of glothesready
for an excursion of many wdeks. In tho
seamen’s chests there wers trousers, linen
frocks, waterproof coats and thick jerseys
that could be made to fit iz or litile and
enable them todefy the rigorsof the winter.
{ circumstances obliced_them to abandon
he schooner, each couvld take away with
11m o complete set of bedding, for the
bunks wero well suﬂ)liad with mattresses,
slieels, blankets, pillows and quilts, and
with care these things would last a long

time.

A long time! ‘That might mean foraver.
In Gordon'’s notebaok thiere was aiso a list
of the instruments on board: two aneroid
barometers, & spirit thermometer, two
chilonumeters, several copbver speaking-
trumpots, threeo telescopes of short and long
ranyge, 8 binnacle compass and two smaljer
ones, a storm glass indicaung the approach
of tompestuous weather, several British en-
signs and jacks and a set of signalling flags.
Aud thero was also a Halkett boat—a littlo
indfa-rubbier camos which folds up hke o
bag. aud is large enough to take.a person
dcross a river or lake, .

Thero wore plenty of tools in the carpen-
ter's ahest, bags of nails, turrels, Screws an
mon huts and  bands of all sorts for repair-
ing thoyacht. Thread and needles were
not wanting, for the mothers had preparsd
for fiequent mendings. ‘There was no risk
of being devrived of fire, for without
reckoning matches there were enough
tinder-boxes and tinder to last for a long
time. There were some large scale charts,
but only for the cosst of New Zealand, and
consequently useless for the part wheare
they had been wrecked: but luckily Gordon
bad brought with him a general atlas, And
of course Giarmett had taken good care that
his famous accoraion had come off safe and
sound. There were pens and penciis, ink
and paver, and ap almanaoc for 1880, which
was at once handed over to Baxter for him
to caucel each day as it elapsed,

1t was on the 10th of March,” said he.
that we came ashore, Well, out goes the
10th of Ma ch, and all the days before it.”

In the strong _box ot the yacht there was
£160 in wold, which might come in useful
if the boys reached some port from which
they could zet home,

Gordon took careful stock of the casks
stowed in the hold.

Abeut noon the voungsters, headed by

Moko, returned. They had, after a time,
quieted down and set seriousiy to work, and
they had brought back a good store of shell-
fish. which the cabm boy undertook to get
ready. Asto elmm. there ought to be n great
quanuty, for Moko had noted the presence
of innumerable rock pigeonsof anedible
klir’\!g nestling on the higher edges of the
chif.
An hour afterwards Mako announced that
dinner was ready, and the boys nurried up
the ladder on_to_tho schooner and tock
their seats in the dining saloon. Tne sheli-
tish, varticularly the mussely,were declared
to be excellent, although their seasoning
ieft_somethiug to be desired; but at that
age hunger is the best sauce. A biscuitand
niece of corned beef, and fresh water from
the stream, taken when the tide was at the
lowest, so as to avoid its being brackish,
madean acceptable menl.

‘The afternoon was spent in arrangime the
thinks that had been entered on the list.
Jenkins and lus companions goingoff to fish
in tho river, and having fair sport among
the tinny crowd that swarmed about its
mouth, After subper all were glad toget
to bed, except Baxter and Wilcox, whose
turn it was to keep guard,

[CONTINUED TOMORROW.]

~—Jdamaged?" asked Baxter. “lf the sea water

got.into the hotd~"-
“That wo shall see when we open the

cases that look as though they had been
“It we

hnocked about” sald Gordon.

were to cook them up again they might

do”
“1'l1 look after that.” said Moka

*“The sooner the better,” said Briant, “for

the first aay or two we shall have to live en-.

tirely on these things.”

“And why shoulda’t we start today.”

ssked Wijoox, “and ses if we cannot tind

some more ogys among those rocks to the

northward?”"
“Yes, that's it,” sa1d Dole.

“And why shouldn’t we go tishing?"”

asked Webn,
Lnoes o board? Who'lt go fishing ?*

“Are there uot any sishing-
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ADR

T IN THE PACIFIC;

The Strange Adventures of a Schoelboy Grew,

By JULES VERNE.

SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS.

A 100-ton schocmer. manned by schosl-
boys only. in & furious gale, s wrerked off
sp unkpown coast ia the Pacific. bhe lies
fn the botling surf, near shnre.

Briant, onn of the ofdest and most ex-
perienced of the Loys, with a hife line about
him. nlunges into the surf toward theshore,
15 caught in 8 whirlpool and disappears,

fle iz pulled back, unconscicus, hut re-
covers. The chanter explainsg that these
hoys wero inmates of & hoarding scheol,
in  Auckland, New 7ealand, about
1t gn on a holiday cruive of two

months sround the fsland. The schinoner |

on the night of Feh, 15 lay at the whar!
with the boys on briard waiting for her crew
and captain, Accidentally or on npurnose
her moorings wars loosened and she drifted
out 10 sia, whete she was caught in the
gale. Drifting out she was grazed by a
passing rchooner, which, without knowing
31, carried away her natne board. Bteamers
were ssnt out in search, but picked up only
the nameboard, and the schooner is sun-
posed to bave sunk with all on board.
Eriant has taken command,

‘The achooner is thrown on shore and the
boys hezin te explore  Tha schooner's sup-
plies faratah themn with arms. ammunition,
1nod and a complete set of houschald uten-
sils, otc. The piace wwoms with animal life.

CHAPTER V,
THF VIEW ¥ROS THE CAPE,

‘Was it an §sland or a continent?

That was the question constantly occupy-
ing the minds of Kriant, Gordon and Dona-
gan. who by their character and intelli-
gence wore the threc chiefs of this little
world.

Insular or contincntal, the land was ovi-
dently not in the tropics. ‘Ihat could bo
seen by the vegetation—oaks, lecches,
birches. uldors, pines and firs of different
gorts, and saveral of the myriacos: and gaxi-
fragaco v, It sesmed as thougl the country
must be nearer the southern pole than New
Zesland, and, if so, A severe winter might
be anticipated. Already a thick carpet of
dead leaves covered the ground in the
wood near the cliff, the pines and firs alone
retasning their foliage.

*“That 13 why.” said Gordon, ‘‘the morn-
ing after the wreck I thoughtit hest not to
look out for a pormanent settlement here-
abonts.”

“That §s what T think,” said Donagan.
*If wo wait for the bad season 1t will be too
Jate to get to some inhabited part, for we
may have to go hundreds of miles.”

“But we are only in the firast half of
Mareh,” said Briant,

"*Well.” sald Donagan, “the fine weather
may Inst till the end of April, and in six
woeks wo might got well on the road—""

“If there is a road! o

“And why shouldn’t there ne?"”

“Quits 80."” said Gordon,

And g0 1t was docided that the explora-
tion should be made, and the wrack should
not he abandoned until 1t had been dis-
covered wlhather the boys had been cast on
an isiand or a continent, which conld only
be the American continent. But mo start
could he made for the next five days, owing
to the weather having become rainy and
misty; and until the wina freshened to
blow the foz away, the viow would not be
worth tho ascent,

During the 11th and 15th of March Dona-
gan, Wilcox, Webb and Cross went shoot-
ing rock vpigoons. They always kept
togother, and it was obvious thnt they
wished to form a clique apart from the rest.
Gordon folt anxious about this; he saw
that trouble must come of it, and when an
opportunity offored he spoke about it and
triad to make the discontented ones under-
stand Low necessar y union was for the good
of the commumty. But Donacan replied
to his advancea so coldly that he thought it
unteasonablo to insist, though he did not
desoarr of dostroying the germs of dissen.
sion wineh might have denlorable results,
for avenis might tekd te bring about an
understanding where advice failed,

‘Whsle the excursion to the north of the
bay was stobvned by the misty weather,
Donagan and his friends had plenty of
sport. Ilo wasreally an excellent shot, and
he was very proud of his skill, and despised
puch comtrivances as trups, nets and snares,
in which Wilcox delighted. Wohh was a
good hand with tlie gun, but did not pre-
tend to equal Donagan. Cross had vory
little of tho sacred fira, an¥ contonded him-
self with nrawsing his cowsin’s prowess,
Fan, the dog. distinguished herself highly,
and made no hesitation in jumping into
the waves in retrieving the somewhat mis.
cellaneous victims of tho guns. Moko re-

fused to have anytking to do with the
cormorants, gulls, seamaws and grabes, but
there wore anite enough rock pigeons as well
a8 guess and ducks toserve his purpose. The
guess woro of the bernicle kind, and from
thedirection they took when the report of
the gun scared themn away, 1t was supposed
that they lived in the interior of the
coustry,

Donagan shot a few of those ovater catch.
ers which livo on lunpets, cockles and mus-
sels. Infact there was plonty of choice,
although Moko found it no easy matter to
got rid of the oily taste. and did not always
succeed to the general satisfaction, But, as
Gordon said, the boys need not bs too par.
ticular, for the most must Le made of the
provisions-on board,

On the 16th of March the weather ap.
pearod favorable for the excursion to the
cape, whicth was to solve the problsm
as to island or continent. During the
night tho sky cleareda up the mist
which the calm of the pieceding days
bad accumuiated, A land bresre swept it
away in a few hours. ‘Lhe sun's bright rays
gilded the crest of the ehiff, It looked as 1t
in the afternoon the eastern horizon would
te clearly vistble, and that was thoe herizon
on swhich their hones depended.  If the hina
of water continned along 1t the land must
bean sland and the only hope of rescue
was from a ship.

‘I he 1dea of this visit to the end of the hay
first aceurrad, it wall be remembered, 1o
Priant, and ha had rosolved to go off alone
Ha would gladly have bean accompanied
by Gordon, who, howerer, did not feal justi-
fied 1 leaving his comvanions witheut any
bne to 1ook after them.

Un the evening of the 1514, finding the
barometer remained steady, he told Gordon
be woutd be off at dawn next morning. Ten
or 11 miles, there and back, was »qthing to
s healthy Iad who did not mind fatigune.
The day would bo esough for the sourney
and ho would dbe sure to get back before
night.

Briant was off at daybreak without the
others knowing he had cona. His weapons
waere only a stick and the revolver, so as to
be vrepared for any wild beast that came
slong. although Donagan had not come
across auy i his abooting expeditions
With these he also took one of tna
schooner's telescopes—~a splendid 1nstru.
mont of great rangs and clearness of vision.

Walking at agood pace he followed the
trend of the coast along the juner hne of
reols, his road marked by a border of sea.
wroed still wet with the retiring tide. Jn an
hour he hadq passed the extreme point
jeached by Ilonagan in has forav aiter the
rook pigeons. 1he biias had nothing to fear
{rom him now. }isobect was to push on
and reach the {oot of the caps as soonas
posstble. The sky was clear of cloud. and
{1 the mnist came back m the afternoon his
jourzey wicht ba nseless.

During the first kour he Xent on az fast
As he could walk, and got over hall Ilus
journey. If mo obstacia h-ndered him. he
sxpocted to reach the promiontory by 8
o'clock. But as the cliff ran nearer to the
resf{s the beach becamo more dificult to

© traverse. The strip of 1and srew g0 narrow
that mstead of the finn elsstic path near
tho stream. he had to take to the slippery
rocks and make his wav over vicous sea.
weed and round deep pools and over loose
pebbhles ou which thers was no safe footing.
1t was tirlag walking, and took two fall

said he to himsslf. “The beach is coyer
by the tide, and the sea runs up to the foot
of the eliff. 111 am obliged to goback atall
| or to take refuge on some rocks, 1 shall get
1 there too Jate. 1iust geton at ail cost be-
fore the tide runs un.”
Amd tks Inave boy, trying to forzet the
fatizae which began to creep sver hus (imbs,
strurk out across what seemed the shortest
way. Many times he had to take off his boots
. and stockings and wade the 1ools, and now
and then, with all his strength and activity,
“he could not avoid a fall,
. It was then 10 o’clock, Exhausted and
"hungry, Briant thought it Lest to harve
something to eat hefore attempling the
| ascent of the promontory, which raised its
crest some 300 feet above the gea. And he
! gat down on a rock outof reach of the nsing
| tide, which had heguu to gamn on the outer
ridge of reefs An hour later he would not
hnve been able to pass along tHe foot of the
| eltff withont running the danger of impris-
[ onment by the tiood. But thero wasnoth-
ing to be anrxious about now, and in the
nfternoon the ebb wouid leave the passage

" dry.

The ascent was not easy, He had to
climb from one rock te another, the rocks
being often &o largo that he could barely
reach up them. But as he belomged to that
order of boys we classify ad climbers, and
Yyrought all his gifts into play, he ovent-
ually reached the top.

With his glass at hiseye he first looked to
the east. The countrv was flat as faras he
conld ses, The cliff wa> the greatest eleva-
tion. and the ground gently sloped towards
thenterior. In the distance were o few
hillocks hardly worth mentioning. There
was much forest land, and under the yel-
low foliage rose many stresms that ran
towards the coast. The surface was level
up to the horizon. which might be a dozen
milesaway. Itdid mot look as though the
sea was there.

To the north Briant could make eut the
beach running straight away for seven or
eight miles. Beyond was another cape, and
a stretch of sgand that Jooked like a huge
desert. Tothesouth was a wide marsh.
Briant had surveyed the whole sweep of the
wester!y horizon. )

Was lio on an island or a continent? He
could not say. If it was an island, 1t wasn
large one. ‘1ihat was all he could discover,

‘I'ien hs looked to the westward. The
sea was shining under the oblique rays of
the sun which was slowly smkng m the
heavens. .

suddenly he brought his glass to his eye
and looked away into the oing, )

"?Mps!" he exclaimed. “Ships going

5

‘Three black spots appeared on the circle
of gleaming water about 15 miles away.

Great was his_excitement Was Le the
snox‘f of an illusion? Were they vessels he
saw

He lowered tho glass and cleaned the eye-
meoo, which had clouded with his breath.
He looked again, . N

‘The three noints looked like ships with
nothing visiblo but their bulls, ‘There was
no sign of their masts and nosmoke to show
that they were under way.

And then the thought occurred to him
that they were too far off for his signals to
be seen; ard as 1t was likely that his com-
panions had notseen these shins, the hast
thing he could do, was to get back to the
wrock and light a g fire on the beach.
And then—when the sun went down—

As he thought he kept hiseye on thethree
black spots. One thing was certain; they
did not move.

Again he looked throngh the giass, and
for some minutes he kept them in the field
of s objective. And then he saw that
they were three small islands that the
schooner must have passed close by when
they were hidden 1 the mist,

ltwna 2 o'clock. ‘The tide began to re-
tire, Jaaving the line of reefs bare at the
foot of the «liff. Briant, thinking it was
time 1o return to the wreck, prepared to de-
scend the hull, |

But once agnin ho looked to the east-
ward. In the more oblique position of tho
sun he might see something that haa
Intherto sscaped him. And he did not re-
grotdomng 0. *

For bevond the horder of forest he could
now seo a bluish line, which stretched from
north to gouth for many miles, with its two
ends lost bohind the coufused mass of trees.

“\Yhat s that?” ho asked himself.

Ana again he lookad.

“Thesea! Yes! Thesea!

Al:id the glass almost droppod from his

ands.

It was the sea to the eastward, there
could be nno doubt! It was not a continent
on which he had heen cast, but an island.
An island in the immensity of the Pacitic,
which 1t would he impossible tb leave!

[CONTINUED TOMORROW,

l I must get tothe cape beforahigh water ”

hQurs more than ho expected.
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ADRIFT IN THE PACIFIC;

The S4=nge Adventures of a Schoslboy Crew,

By JULES VERNE.

48 OF PRECEDING CHAPTERE,

O tn srhooner, manned by school-
sly. in a furious gale, is wrecked off
pknown coast in the Paclfic. 8he lies

o bolling gurf, near shore.

‘Briant, ono of thaoldest asd most sxperi-
nced of the boys, with a life-lin- abouthim.
piunges into the surf toward the shore. s
caught 1n a wharisool and disappears.

He 1s puiled back, unenracious, but recov.
ers. The chapter explaing that tiese beys
were inimates of a boarding.school in
Aucklsnd New 7Zealand, about to go
on a holiday erulse of two monthe
sround the island, The  schouwer
on the night of Feb 15 lay at the wharf
with the Loys on board waiting for her crew
mnd captain. Accidentaliy or on purposs
her inoorings were toos:ned. and she drifted
out {0 sea, where sho was caught in the
gale. Drifting out she was grazed by a
passing schoomer, which, without knowing
11, carried away her name board, Fteamera
waere sent out in scarch, but picked up only
the name voard, apd the schooner 18 sup-
posed 1o have sumk, with all on board.
Briamt has taken comisand,

The schonner §a thrown on shoro, and the
boys begin 1o axplore,
plies furnish thern with arms, ammnnition,
1004. and & complets set of honsshold uten-
sils, ate. Tho place teems with animal lifo.

Brianty travelling inland, rees siar off
the sea, proving that the jand is an §sland,

CHAPTER VI,
ICLAND OR CORTINENT?

In the evening after supner, Briant told
the Ligrer boys theresult of hisexoloration.
Brietly it wasas followa: To the east, be-
yond the forest zone, he had distinctly seen
a line of water extanding from north to
south. That this was the horizon of thasea
appearad indubitable, Henca 1t wason an
{sland and not on a cantinent tbat the yacht
had been wrecked,

(iordon and 1ho othars received the infor-
mation with considerable excitement.

Thev were «n anisland and doprived of
every means of Jeaving it. Their scheme of
finding a road to the eastward would have
to be ahandoned! They would have towait
till 2 ship came in sizht' Could it be true
that this was their only chanes of rescus?

“But was not Brnant mistaken?” askod

Jonagan.

! “Did you not mistake a bank of clouds
for the nen?’ asked Crosvs.

“No ' answared Briant. "I am certain T
mada no mistake. TWhat I saw wae a line
of water, and it formed the horizon,"”

“How far off was it?"’ asked Wilcox.

**About six milas from the cave.”

“And bevond that,” asked Wehb, “were
there no mountaing, mo elevated ground?”

“No; nothing but the sky.”

Briant was so positive that it was mot
reasonable to retain tho least doubt 1m the
matter.

But Donagan, as was always the case
when he argued with Briant, continued ob-
stinate.

* And | repeat that Briant hasmado a mis-
take, And until we have seen it with our
own eyes—"'

*Which we shall do,”” smid@ Gordon, “for
we must know the truth about it.”

“And I sav we havte not a day to loss,”
aaid Baxter. "if we are to leave this place
befors the bad weather, supposing we are
on a continent.”

“We will go tomerrow, if the weather
permits,” said Gordom. ‘'We will atart on
an expedition that may last some days. I
say weather permitting, for to plunge into
the forest in bad weather would be mad.
ness."”

“*Agresd, Gordon.” answerad Briant,
*“And whon wao reach the other sfde of the
island—~"

“If it isan island!” interrapted Donagan.

“But 1t {8 one!” replisd Briant, impa.
tiently. "1 have made no mistake, Idis-
tinctly aaw the sea im the east. It pleases
Donagan to contradict me as urual—*'

*And vou are not miatlible, Briant!”

“No. I am not! But this time] am, I
wmill go myself to tnis sea, and if Domagan
likes to come with ma—""

“*Certainly I will go

*And go will we,” said thres or four of the
bigger bovs.

“GQood!” said Gordon. ''But don’t get
excited, my dear young friends. If we are
enly bova we may as well act like men.
Our position is serious, and any imprudence
may make it worse, We must not all go
into this forest. The youngsters cannot
come with us, and wo¢ cannot leave them
all on the wrack., Donagan and Briant may
go, and two others may go with them—"'

. Pl go!” said Wilcox,

Ko will I'" said Service.

“Very wall.” said Gordon., “Four is quite
enough. If you are too long coming back
we can send a few others to your assistance,
while the rest remnin with the schooner.
Dont forget that this 18 our camvp, eur
house. our home, and we can only leave it
when we aro sure that we are on a conti-
nent.”

“*We are on an island,” sald Briant.
tho last time 1 say so!"

“That we shall ses!”” veplied Donagan.

Gordon’s sensible advice had had 1ts effect
fn calmine the discord. Obwiousiy—and
Briant saw it clearly enough—1it was adyis-
able to push through the contral forest and
veach the line of water. 1f it was a seato
the eastward there misht bio other islands
separatea from themn by a chanmel they
oould cross; and if thev were on i n island
of an archinelago, surely it was better to
know it balore taking any steps on which
their safety might depend. 1t was certain
that there was no land to the west right
away ta New Zealaud. The only chauce
of reaching an inbabited country was by
Jourmeying towards the sun-rising,

But it would not be wise to attempt such
an expedition excent in fine woather. As
Gordon hasg just saiq, it would not do te act
like children, but like men. Inthe ciroum.
rtances tn which they were placed, with
the future so threstuning, if the intelli.
gence of theso Loys did not develop quickiy,
{f the levitvy and 1mconsistency natural at
their age carried thom nway, or if disunien
was allowed among them. the position of
things would becoms critical. And it was
tor this reason that Gordon resolved to do
sverything to mamntain order among his
tomrades,

‘L he rcneme of exploring the eastern coast
was not given up, but during tho nexg fort.
night it was npossible to put it into execu-
tion. The weather was abowinable, nothing
but rain from mormg till night, and vio-
Jentsjualls. The way throwugh the forest
would have boen fmpracticable; and the ex.
pedition had to be pastponed, notwithstand-
ing the keen desire tounravel the mystory
of contineunt or 1stand.

During these itormy days the boys re.
ma.ned at tho wreck. 1uat they were not
jdle. They wore constantly ut work mok-
g good tha dam:aze doue te tho yacht by
the ipcloment wedther, for owing to the
wot the planks began to Zive, and tha deck
veasod 10 be watertizht,  In places the rain
would come in through the oints where
the caulking had been torn awav, and this
had to pe made good without delay., He-
Pairs were atio necdod to stop, not only the
waterways, but the airways ooemed 1m the
hull. Gordon would have used some of the
soare sails for the purpose, but he could not
bring himself to sacritice the thick canvas
which might come iu so usefully for tents,
aud s> Le did the best he could with tar.
Jpauling

Besidos this there was thy urgent ques-
tion of finding a better shelter. Even if
they did go eastwards thoy could not move
for five or six months, and the schooner
would not last as long 25 that, and §f they
had to abandon her in the rainysea-om
where were they to sind arefuge’ The
¢l un its western {ace, Liad not the slight.
eal indentation thuat could be utilized. It
Was ou the other sile, where it was shel-
teied oo the wind from the sea, that
search must be made, and, if necessa:zy. a
houss trit 1aixe enouci to hold them all.

Wihauerer the weatlior was tine for a faw

*For

The schiovner's snp- :
| tresh or saited. The fisl at the mouth of

hours Jlonagan, Wijcox and Webl went of!
altar the pigenns, which Moko more or Jess
succe~sfully cooxed in different wava, Gar-
nett, Service, Cross and the youngsters, in-
cluding Jack, whea his brother 1nsisted on
5. went away fishing, Among the shoals of
sishes that haunted the weeds on the reef
were many_spacimens of the genus noto.
thenia and haka of large s've, and in and
outaimong the thongs of the Luge furoias,
some of which wers 400 [eel long, was a

rodizious quantity of sinall fish that could
gﬁ caught by the band,

L was & treat to hear the exclamations of
the youttiful tishers as they drew their nets
or )ines Lo the edye of the reef, , ,

“fliavegotalot' 1havea splendid lot'
exclafmed Jenxins. *“Ob, they are big
ones'"’

‘%0 are mine' Mine are bigwer than
vours'’” exclaimed Iverson, calling on Dole
1o help bim A

“They'll get away,” said Costar, as he ran
up o help. .

“Hold on! hold on'' cried Garnet, going

rom oro to the other. *“Get 1 your net
quickly!’

“Bot I can’t! | ran’t'” sa:d Costar,

And then with a united effort the nets
wera got in on the sand. It was time for in
the clear water theie was a sumber of
hyxines, or ferocieus lampreys, who would
have mada short work of the tish caught in
tha meshen; and although many were lost
in thix way, enough wers saved to furnisn
the table A good deal of hake was eaught,
and was found to be excallent, eaten eithor

the river wers chielly galixias, a kind of
gndzeun which Moko found hc could cook
st fried,

Om the 7th of March a more important
capture afforded a somewhat amusing ad-
venture,

Wkhen the rain left off in the afternoon
:]ilvee youngsters started off to fsh in the

T,

Suddeniy thero were loud shouts from
them~shouts of oy, 1L is true, but shouts
for help,

Gordon, Briant, Service and Moko. who
werd busy on board the schooner, dropped
thelr work, ran off to holp, nnd soon cisared
the five or gix hundred yards that separated
them from the atream.

"Come along!” shoeutod Jfenkins,

Como and see Costar and his charger!”
sau‘i) i vi'e;so‘r‘l.i

"Quick, Iiriant, qulck, or he'll get away!”
shouted Jenkins. - Y

Lot me gar down! let me got down! Iam
afraid. sald Costargzesticulating 1n despair,

Gos un!" safd Dole, who was with Costar
on some moving mass,

6 mass was a turtle of huge size—one of
those enormous chelonians that are usuaily
met with tloating on the surface of thc sea.
This time it had been surprised on the
beach, and was seeking to 1egain its natural
olement.

In vain the boys, who had slipped a string
round his neck, were trying to keep the
ammal back, He kept moving off with ir-
resistibie strength, draggimng the _whole
band behind nm. Fora lark Jemkins had
perched Costar on the caraparce, with Dols
astride behind him, and the ounzster
began to scroam with {right as the turtle
slowly neared tho water.

‘Hold on! hald on, Costar!” gaid Gordon.

Take care ynur horse doesn’t get the bit
between kis teeth ! shouted Service.

Briant could not help laughing, for there
was no danger. As soom as Dole let go,
Costar bad only to slip off to be safe,

Butit was advigable to catch the animal,
and, if Briant and the others united their
efforts to those of the little ones, they
might stop him; and thev must put n
8topper on his progress before he reached
the water, where he would be safe,

The revolvers Gordon and Briant had
brought with them from the schooner were
useless. for the shell of a tartle is hullet-
vroof: and if they atiacked lim with the
axe hie would draw m his head axd pad-
dles and be unassailable

,"There isonly one wav,” gaid Gordon:
*'we must turn him over.,”

And how?” said  Service, "He must
weigh at least thres kundredweight, and
we gmtl nevor—" ,

et some spars! got some spars!” said
Briant; and, followed by Moko, he ran off |
to the schooner.

The turtle_was now not more than 30
yards from the se2, Gordon soon had Cos-
tar and Dole off 1t back, ana then, seizing
the string, they all pulled as hard ay the
could, without 1n the least stooping the ad-
vanco of the anmnal, which could have
drageed all Charman's schoo] babind it.

Luckily, Briant and Moko returned before
th,e turtle reached the sea.

Two spars were then run underneath it.
and with a great effort he was pitched over
on his back. Then he was a prisoner. for he
could mot turn over on his feet. And iust
#s he was drawing in bia bead Briant gave
him such a crack with the Latchet that he
dw.‘lvallllnocatlmmediamly. "

" Well, Costar, are you still afraid of thi
big brute .’ asked Briant, of this

.;nggg., B;}gnbg: to};l he's gead.”

said Servide; ™ !
oxtiood, 5 "but you daren't

“Gan you eat him 7’

'(f'ﬁmil"x'l' ert b
"Then U’} eat bim, if he's gooa,” said Cos-
tar, licking his lips at the thought,

Itis food stulf,” said Moko, who was
quite within the truth in saying that turtle
meat was quite a dainty,

Ou the first of April the weather gave
signsof ehanging. The barometer slowiy
rose, and the wind began to moderate.
There were unmistakable symptoms of ap-
proachinz calm of perhaps longfsh duration,

he bigzer boys discussed the mattsr und
began to nrepare for an expedition, the 1m-
portance of which wasobvious to all.

1don't think there will be anything to
stop us tomorrow.” said Donagan,

Nothine, 1 hove,” sail Driant. “We
ouzht to Lie ready to get awav early.”

I understand,” said Gordon, “that the
lino of water you saw in the east was nxor
seven miles from the cape,”

Yes." sawd Bryant: “but asthe bayisa
deep curve, it 18 poscible that the sea may
Le much nearer hers.”

Then,’” continued Gorden, “'vou will not
be away more than 24 hours.”
wo %l:l:‘:lt ;s‘.vi:)wt% ;.-,:m g;o {ihue fast. But can

v throug. 6 for
havs got round tiis clify 2" orest wheu we
+0h, that won't stop us!™ said Donagan.

Parhans not’ safd Briant, “but there
may be other obstacles—a water course, a
marsh. Who knows” 1t wili be best, I
think, to take rations for sume days—"

-And ammunition,” aaded Wilcox.
dm(;‘ttggg xtx?."tsx}ld Krnant; "lx:ndk %at it ba un-

3| 1at 1 we are not back int s
you ngulllntgt be s}n (l(;ll!." wodays

‘} shal anxious if you area
than a half a day,” said (ordon. way more

But that 15 not the question. As the
expedition uas been decided upon, let it
proceed. You bLave not only to reach this
@AStern §ea, but to reconnoitio the country
behind the oliff. This side we have found
N0 cave. and when we leave the schooner
wo shall have 10 carry the things where
they will be_sheitared from the sea breezs.
To spond tho rainy scason on this beach
Le9me to me 1o lj)e li‘mpx-mcu(&{able\."

ou  ero  right, Gordon,” answere
Briant, ‘and we will look ont iorwlomg
place where we can instal ourselves.”

“At least until we have fouud that we
cannat et out eut of this pretendod island,”
sald Donagan, returning to his idea.

* That 13 understood,” saiu Gordoa.
tomorrow you start!"”

{coxTixUED TOMORROW,]

-
.

“30
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The Strange Adventures

J -

of a Schoslboy Crew,

By JULES VERNE.

SYNOPEIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS.

A 100 tos schooner. manned by school-
boss osly, in a furicus gale, i3 wrecked off
an unknown coaatin the Pacific. bho les
in the bnlling surf. near shore.

Briant. ona of the oldest and most experi-
enced of the boys, with alife hn~abouthim.
plunges into theaurf toward the shore 18
canght in a whiripnol and disappears.

He te pulied back, uneonscicus, hut recov-
ers  ‘Tho chapter explaing that thess boys
ware inmates of u boarding-school in
Auckiand  New 7oaland, about tn go
on a hohday rrujse of two months
aronnd  the  sland, Thes  schooner
on the night of Fel. 15 lay at the whar!
with the boys on board waiting for her erew
snd cantain. Accidentally or on nurpose
her moorings were Inosened, and she drifted
out 1o sea, where she was caught in the
gale, Drifting out she was grazed by a
passing schooner, which, withont knowmg
4, carried awav her name hoard. Steamers
were sent out in search. but picked up only
the name board, and the schooner 18 sup-
vosed to have sunk, with all on board
Lriant has taken enmimnand.

The schooper is thrown on shora, and the
boys bagzin 10 exniore.  The schooner’s sup-
pligs furnisi them with arms. ammnnition,
food. and a complets set of houschold uten-
sils, ete. Tho place toems with animal life.

Brianty travelling inland, rfees afar ofl
the rea. proving that tho fand 19 an island,

After soveral exciting hunting advon-
tures, the boys leave on exploring expedi-

ton, |

CHAFPTER VIL

YAN'S DISCOVERY.

At 7 o'clock in the morning, Briant, Dona-
gan, Wilcox and 8crvice left the wreck.
The sun rising 1 a cloudiess sky gave
promise of oneof those nleasant October
days that are almnost peculiar tothe temper-
ste 7zone of the northern hemisphere.
Neither the heat nor tho cold would be
nxcessive. 1f any ohstacle was to he mot
with that wonld delay or stop the advance.
it would be due ontircly 10 the nature of
the uround.

The young explorers set out obliquely
across the beach #0 a8 to reach the foat of
the cliff. Gordon had adviged them to tako
Fan with them; her instinct might be of
freat uge to them ; and 5o an formed part
of tho expedition.

A quarter of an hour s fter their doparture
tho hoys had disappeared under the trees.
The birds were 1n numbers, hut as no tune
was to o lost, Donagan had the cood senso
torestrain his ghooting propensities, And
¥an, recounizing that nscless runmngs to
and fro were not advisable, kept near her
masters without diverging to the left or
right more thar her duties ag scout ie-
quired.

Thie plan was to skirt the base of the cliff
until the ca; o, at tho north of the hay, was
reached, and then strike off for the sheet of
water seen by Briant. ‘Tmis was not the
shortest way. but it was tho safest, and 2
mile or two oxtra was uot much for healhy
boys who were such cood walkers,

When they reached the cliff Briant recoz-
nized tho vlace where ha and Gordon had
been on their first exploration. As there
was no passago in thispart of the imestone
wall in & southerly direction. a practicable
pass must be sought for towards the north,
sven if they went all the way to thy cano.

Thev kept on for an hour, and as thers
rould be no doubt they would have to go all
the wav to tho cane, Briant was anxious
wlout the passauza baing elear. Would not
the tide be up over the beach whan they got
there? That would mean the lossof hall o
day waiting til} the tide lefi the reof bare.

“Let us hurey on.” said he. after pointing
nut the importance of reaching the reef be-
fore the tide cama in.

“Bah " answered Wileov,
af1aid of wotting onr ankles.”

*You are guide, Enant,” said Donagan.
'It we are belnpdland 1t will be your
fauit.”

* Then dan’t let us lose any time
Is Servire?” And he shouter,

‘' Service! Kervice!”

‘Lhe oy was not in sight. He had gone
off with ng iriend Fan, and had just dsap-
peared behind an angle of the cliff, & hund-
red yards off to the1ignht,

But asif in answer there was a shout, and
tha dog was heatd to bark. Was Service in
danger, then'

In a m'nute Briant, Donagan and Wilcox
had reached their companmion, who haa
stopped before n partial iall of the ehff—a
fall of ancicnt date, Owing to mfiltration,
nrthe action of the weather in woaring
away the limestone, a soit of hali-funnel
had been formed from the ton of the wall to
the ground, witls tho voint Lielow. In the
wall a orgeo had beon opened with the sides
nt aslops of from 40 to 50 degrees, and the !
Irtszulritios afforded aseries of ledgeson!
whieh i¢ would bo casy to tmd a footng

Donagan was the first to begin to mount
the heap of stones at the base.

“Wait! walt!” said Brant,
use m bemge rash,”

But DNonagan did not hear, and as ho
thiougght 1t was needful for his reputation to
gotin front of his companions—Briant in
uvarti ulur~he was svon halfway up the
gorge.

His companions followed lus examplo,
taking care not get immediately under him,
80 a8 not to bo hitt by tha fiagments he dis-
lodned, and whlich came roliing down to
the giound  All went woll and Donagan
had the sausfaction of rowehing the crost of
the ciff bieforo the otharg,

Alrcady hie had deawn his wlasses from
thetr case, and was olserving the forests
that stretched out of sight towards the
ozsl,

‘t here was tho syme panorama of verdure
and sky as Briant had observed frowm the
summit of the caps, not so extended.
though, for tho ciiff was some hundred
feat lower.

* Well?
pothng?"’

“Nothing!” answered Donacan.

"Let ;e have a Jook." sand Wilcox.

Donagan held out the glasses to his com-
vanion, not witheut « vident satisfact on.

'l do not see the least s1n of water.” said
Wil ox. loweriug the wlaases.

* Fhiat is good enough.” said Donasgan, "'to
prove that there i3 none  You can Jook,
Briant. and 1 think you mill acknowledse
your mistake.”

1 do not c.irs to do 30.” answored Briant.
“I know 1 have made no mstake.”

**That is rathier stroug'™

“Not 1 the least. ‘T ho cliff is lower than
the cape, and the range of viev ia less. It
we wera ns high as I was the blue hne
would be seen six or seven milesoff. You
would then <ee it where 1 dul, and yon
wonld seo it was imvessible 1o mistake it
for a bank afclond.”

“Teis @ <y tosay that,” said Wileox,

“And Cust as oasv tourove,” answered
Rt Tet us cross this itat and et
throagh the forest. and heep on till we get
thorse.”

“That s eood.” sard Donagan. “We shall
have to gu rather far, and | am not sure
that it 1s worth the trouble,”

.. 'Sty hiers, then, Donagan,” sa'd Briant,
>ervice aud 1 witl o on alone

“We'll o, 100, satd Wileox, “Come on
Donagan™

“Not il we have had somothing to eat,”
answersed Service

The necessity of tnis was acknowladged,
snd after halt an hour the march was re-
sumed.

. The first milo was scon accomplished.

The araswy soil presented no obstacla. Here
and thers 2 few mosses and lichens covered
a few rocky is. An oce ! clamp
of shrubs Jdotted the ground.a fow tree-
ferns or club iuosses. heaths, hollies, or
cluinps of batberries. with leathery leaves

*We are not

Where

“There is no

arked Wicox  “Do you seo

dry torrent. down which they made their !
way with dithculty, they would have had to
kerp on un to the cave. . |

When the forest was reached the road !
becaine more difhcult. Fallen trees ob-
strus tod the path and the underwood wasso
th ck that 1t had at time;: to be cut through.
And the boys hat to use their axes hke the
monecrs through the forests of the new
worl!  Thiq meant a stoppage almost every
woment. Arms got more tired than legs,
and owing to thie delay not more than three
or four miles had heen accomplished when
evening hegan Lo close 1. ,

At 2 o'clock asecond halt wag made in a
Iittie « learing, through which ran a shallow
stream—such a stream as would have been
ealled a creek 1 North Amerwea  The
wateig of the creek were of perfect limap
1y, and slowed_ gently over the bed of
blackish rocks. l'o look at its peacelu]
shallow current, cambered with no dead
wond or drifing bushes, no ono weuld be.
lisve that1ts rise was far awav. Nothing
was eavier than_ tn cross st by the stones
seattered in its bed, and in one p'ace some
flat stones layso symmetrically as to at-
tract attention. R

*That is strangs!" said Donagan.

It 1noked as though a causeway had been
l1aid frein one bank to another.

“You mrhit call it a dam!” said Service,
beginnins to cross 1t N

“Wait' wait!” cned Briant.
have a lock at these Atones.’”

* They could not have put themselves
there,” naid Wilcox,

*No,” sai?_ Briant. “Itlooks as though
somo one had teen making « path across
the stream. l.et us got pearer!”

They sxamined every stons of this cnrious
pathwayv, which projectad only a few inchies
ahove the stream and would be covered in
the rainy season.

But conld they say that the hand of man
had put these stonesn the creek? Noo it

*We must

No.
was more hkely that the stones had heen
brought down by the floods and gradually
pued up to form the dam. Aud this was
the exnlanation adopted by Briant and his
companpions after a minute examination,
Neoither theleft nor right bank showed
traces of footstens, and there was nothitng to
prove that man had overset foot in the

orest.

‘The creek flowed away towacd the north-
east Ind it then throw itself into the sea
whir}n Briant afhirmed he had seen from the
cape? . .

“At Jeast 7’ said Donagan, it may be the
trihu;;'uy of « river which flows towards the

T~

8st.

“Weshall sece in time,” said Briant, not
caring to reopen the discussion: “"but so
long as it vuns to the east we may ag well
follow it, 1if st does riot wind too much.”

About 530 Buant and Donagan wers
forced to agroe that the ereek’s course had
undontbledly turned towards the north, and
to follow 1t would take them out of their
way too much. So they had to abandon it
and plunge castward under the thick foliage
ot teach and birch,

At 1imes so igh was the underwood that.,
in order not to lose one another, they had to
keep up & constant shonting,

1hey had been walking all day and there
was nothing to indicate the proximty of a
glicat of water, Briant began to get anxious
Had he beeun the srort of an illuston when
he descried the horizon from the summit of
the rape? .

**No! no!” herepeated tohimself. “Iam
not mistaken! 1t cannot ba! 1t is notso™

1t was now 7 o'clock 1n the evening and
the edso of the forest had not heen reached.
Darkness was coming on; 1t would be soon
too dark to move,

1v was resolved to halt and paxs the night
bencath the shelter of thie trees. With a
goold slice of cornad beef there was no
chance of starvinz. with good coveripgs
they need not_fear the cold. Besides, they
migzht light a fire with some dead branches,
if the precaution, oxcellent as 1t might be
against ammals, was mnot dangerous as
attractive to such patives as nught be
prowling abiout. )

* Hettor not run the risk of being seen,”
said Donagan. )

All agreed to this, and only supper was
troub'ed about. ‘There was no jack of apne-
tite, and after making a deep hole in the
rationsg they had hiought with them. they
were about {0 make themselyes comfortablo
at the foot of .a mzantic irch when Service
pointed out a thicket 2 Yfew vards off. I'rom
1t rose a moderately-sized treo whose lover
branches hont till they touched the ground.
‘there on a hoap of dry leaves the four boys
Iav down and wiapped themselves well up,
At their age sleep 18 not _fong m_ comnyy.
And they were soon souudly off, while Fan,
left to guard them ropied their examnle,

Oncea or twice, however, the doe heard a
vrolonged growhng. Jvidently there were
some aninals, tame or wild, mowling
the forest; but they did not come near the
cemp.

1t was nearly 7 o’clock when Briant and
the other. awoke, The oblique rays of the
sun_mercing. the thick mass of leafage
dimly hghted up whoie they had passed
tha mgh. -

service_was the first to co ont of the
thicket. Immediately he began to shout,
or sather tooxclaim—

*HBuant! Donagan! Wilcox! Come hers!”

VYhat s the matter?” asked Briant,
‘es, what is the matter?” asked Wil-
cox, who must always say something. “Ser-
vica. you frightened us”

“All the Derter!” answered Service.
“Look here! See where we havo been
slesping.” * j

It was not a thicket at all. It wasa cabin
made ot Jeaves, one of these hats the In-
dians cail " a onnas,” and which are formed
by mterlacing branches. ‘The ajoupa was a
vory old one, for the roof and walls were
only held up by the tree: and its ~tyle was
the snmoe as that 13 use amony the natives
of Fouth America,

““Fhen there are inhabitants?” said Don-
agan, casting a rapid glance around him.

‘Or_at Jeast there have beon.” said Bn-
ant, “for this hut could not have made
1sell.” A .

“*1hat explains the causeway across the
creck.’” said Wilcox,

*Well,” said Seivics, *'if thers ate inhabi.
tauts they are vely good tellows to build
thits hiut expiessly lor our use last nuzit,”

In reality nothing was less ceitamn than
that thess natives were good fetiows, [t
wasevident that they frequonted or bad fro-
aquented, this part of the forest at svine pe-
riod more or less 1omote.. But they might
hie Indians it the land was joimned to the con-
tmont, or Polynesians, or even canmbals, 1f
tho lana was an 1slund of oue of the archi-
nolagoes of Uceanta and in that case the
danger was great and more than ever was
it impoitant to solve the ditticuly.

Brant was starung off wnen Donagan
yroposed to carofuily eoxamine ting hur,
which seemod to have been avandoned for

o lowr time. ‘They might tind come utensiy,
arinstrument, or tool, the origin of which
they conld recousnive,

‘i he heav of dry leaves was carefully
mlled over, and m ouo rorner Sevvice
ound a fiagmont of burnt clay which might
hiave boen a bowlor & tlask-~just a trace of
the work of wan, but that was all

‘Lhey therefore set ont, and at_7.30 had
farly staried. compass in hand, heaying
dus cast, the eround sloping madually as
they went. Fortwo hours they kept on,
slowiv, very slowly, through dense thickets
of shirabs and small trees, and once or tyice
having to cut their way through with the

nxe.

A hittle bafore 100'clock thay caught sight
of 4 horizon through the tress, Beyond the
forest was & wide plain. dotted with mastic
treos, thyme bushes and clumps of heath.
Half 4 nulea to the eastward 1t was bounaed
bv a strip ot sand, on which beat the surf of
the sea s-on by Rriant_and which extended
right up to the horizon.

t'onazan said nothing. He was angry to
find that his companion had not mado a
ustahe, . s

And Bbriaut said nothing. e did not
wish to triumph over his friend.

And wrlass at his eyes hesearched the view
all1ound,

Un the north the shore. now bnghtly
Nlizhted by the sun’s rays, seamed to curve
off to tha left. At the south 1t was the same,
{but the curve was sharper, '

Ihere could be no doubt any longzer, It
was not a continent, it was an island on
wtich the schooner had been wrecked, and -
all hope would have to e wiven up of gut-
uny away irom it except through heip from
withoutr

tevond, thore was no other land in sight,
1t scemed as though the 1sland lay lost by
3tasil in tho numensity of the FPacitic.

‘I'ihe tour boys crosted the piamn to the
toach and halted at the footof a sandhnil,
Their intention was to have lunch and then
o back tnrouch the fore~t. 1If they made
haste they mizht got back to the wreek be-
fore uightfail.

‘The mial was not a cheerful one. tlardly
a word i they exchango. .

At lenxth Donagan picked up his bag and
his cun andsad.

‘tetusbeoff |

And all four, givinga last look at the sea.
wers making 4 move, when Fau ran off
alone the beach, |

“ran: Here. Fan!" shoured Service,

But the o continued to caper along the
wey sand. and at last rushed into the sea

and began to dan.
She drinks!” exclaimed

“she dJdrinks!
Dcs\ua an. h

And in an nstant he was by the side of
the cen and drinking the water that Fan so
much enjoyed.

1t was fresh,

1t was a lake stretching away to the
eastern horizon. It was nos the sea!

D

that wul tlourish even in the highest lat:
tnaas, ‘

¢t ald his comrades had
upper platean, u}za‘yh fou:;fc!.he
of the cliff as
porpendicular as that tow:
d it mot beea for the be&o ot‘:di:!l‘g

and
sea, Ha

{CONTINUED MONDAY.]
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The Strange Adventures of a Schoolboy Grew,

By JULES VERNE.

SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS.

A 100-top gchooner. manned by school-
Loys only. iu a fundéus gale, 18 wrecked off
an unknowisconst in the Pacific. bhe lies
in the bailing sur{. hear ghore.

Briant, nne of the oldest a0d most experd-
enced of the boys, withs alife lin - about him,
plunges into the surf toward the shore, 18
caught in a whiripool and digappears

He is pniled back, unconscious. but recov-
ers ‘Fhechiapter explaing that these boys
ware Inmates of n boarding-school n
Auckland, New Zealand, about to go
on a holrday c(ruise of two montha
around tue Irland,  The  schooner
on the night of Feh. 1% lay at the wharf
with the | oya on board waiting for ner crew
and captain,  Accidentally or on burpose
hes moorinis ware Joosened, and she drnifued
out 10 sea, whers she was caught in the
gate, Drifting out she way grased by a
pasying srhooner, whicn, without knowing
1t, carried away her name board, bdteamers
wore sent oat in search but picked up only
the name board, and the schoonor 18 snp-
poted to have sunk. with all on board.
Lrinnt has4aken command,

Tue schooper s thrown on shore, and the
boys begin to axplore. Tho echiooner's snup-
plies furnish them with arms, arsmunition,
food. and s complets sat of honsehold uten-
eils, ote. The place teems with animal hife.

Brianty travelling Inland, sees alar off
the sea proving that the jand 1s an island,

After several oaeiting hunting adven-
tures, tho hoya leave on exvloring expedi-
tion,

On their march they find traces of an arti-
ficlal Jam. Briant’s "sea” proves to be a
1reah water lnke.

CHAPTER VIIL

TIHE ( OVF,

And 50 tho fmmportant question on which
the safety of the Loys depended was still
unsolved, 1hat the imagined sea was a
lake there could he no doubt, Hut was it
not possible that the lake was on an jsland?
1f the explorations were continued wonld
not there be a sea discovered Lhoyomd—a sea
there was 1o way of crog-ing?

‘I'he 1ake was of considerablo aize, for 1t
touched the horizon on three of its sides, as
Donagan observed. and It certainly was
more likely to bo on a continont than on an
jsland.

*1 fson 1t must bo the American contineat
on which we have been wrecked,” said
Briant.

“I always thoughtgo," said Donagan,”and
it soems that I wad not imstaken.” )

“Anyhow, ’ sa1d Brlant, “it was & Jine of .
water 1 saw to the east.”

“Yas, but 1t wad not tha sea.” |

It was already the begiuninx of Aprit, and |
tho Southern winter is earlier than the !
Northern: and-thers contd be no thought of
sotting out before the return of the fine:
weather 1

But the position would soou he untspable
in the bay.exposed as it was to the winds. |
Before the end of the month the schooner
‘would bave to teleft, 1f no cavern counid
be found in the cliffs, would the boys be |
better off here by the lake? Would it not:
bo as well to explore its neighlorthiood more |
carefully? The e.plmation would dslay i
their 1aturn for a day or two, and would |

wive Gordon soue anxiely, but Biiant and |
Dongazan did not hesitate  Their provisions ;
would,last another day, and there was no
sy of a change of weather, %o it was de- |
cided 1o o south by the side of the Inke. ;
It was about },30 when the four boys
began their mareh, skitting the grassy sand
Ially that mammilated the plam bounded
on the west by 1ho masses of greenery.
Fan h nted about i front. and put up
© sevoral tlocks of tnwmons thit hastened to
shelter under the Jeatink bushes and ferns,
Here and thore rose clumps of a sort of
1ed and white crauberry and plants of
whito colery, But the guns had to be kept
silont, for 1t was passible that the environs
of tho lako woie visited by savages In fol-
lowing tho :hore <ometimes at the foot of |
the sanid hills, sometimos along the sand,
the boys eastly accomplished a dozen miles
during the dav. T'hey found no trace of
savaZes, No smoke roso fiom the trees, |

No feotprints marhed the sand, wet with

the sheet of water that stretched away 1nto

tho ofling.  Not asail was to be seen on the

Lorizon not a bost on the surface. The

luke was deserted. 1{ the country had

ATild beasts or rummants there wers
none. ‘l'woor thice times in the aftornoon
n few buds appeared on the edgoof the
forest Lint it was unpossible to getat them

tervice vxclaimed:

*Lhoy are ostriches,”

“Very small ostrielies, then.” answored
Donagan, ‘tor they are not gver tall.”’

1 thoy ars ostriohes ” said Brynnt, “and
1f we are on a eoutinent’’ —

Do you still douadt {t?"" asked Donsgan,
srontcally.

it must bo the American continent,
where such animals are very abuandant,”
contintied Briant, “thot 1sall 1 wished to
say.”’

About 7 o’clock in tho evening a halt was
cnlled. Nent dav, unless something hap-
pened, the fourney would be resumed to
the wreck That aveniiig it Wus not possi-
ble to go further to the snuthward., At the
haltinie-place one of the rivers Howed
out from the lake, and this would bave to
be cros.od by swimming. Darknoss was
setting in. and the country would be bat
fmverlectly seen, but it appeared as though
there was a cltif on tho night vank of this
watercourse,

Bruant. Doungan, Wilcox and Service,
after suvpor hiad bgon despatchod, thought
only of anignt’s 1est, under tho stars thas
tisne, no hut hoing discoverabio, And ihe
stars wero bright and sparklod brithantly,
and the crescent moon moved slowly down
toset in the Pacitic  All was quiet on the
Jake and an tha beach. The fourlads, nes.
tled buetwoen tho coormoeny roots of it beoch
trae, s'ept 40 sounidly that oven a thunder
storm would not have nwakened them

About ¢ o'clock in the mormug, just as
tha dawn was showinz en the hiorizen abovo
the Iake, the dog begun to zivo signs of
uneasinesy, prowling gently.and sniting the
ground as if she wanted to be sentofl in
search of something,

It was pearly 7 o'clock when Briant
awoko his comrades. Al weroe up tnme-
diately and while Servire nibbled a tat of
biscuit the three others went 10 take & look
around tho country beyund the water-
course.

“Well,” oyclammed Wilcox, “it 15 a good
thing W didu't try to cross the water yes.
terday. We shuuld have stuck o the
marsh.”

“Yes." said Briant. "1t i3 a marsh, and it
stretchies right away to the south, and we
canniot see the end of 1w"* H

“dJust louk at the duchs ” said Donagan,
“and teal and snipa on 1t ¥ wecould take
up out quarters here tor the winter wo
should not want for gams.”

“And why shouldn’t we?” asked Briant.
walking towards the right bank of the
atream.

At the back was a lofty chiff which ended
in a peak. The two sides lemed at an
angle—ane ran by the bank of the river,
the othier skirted the lake., Was tuis cluf
the same as that which shut in the bay
where the achoomer was wreched? That
could not ba ascertained for certain unnl
@ more corapiete exploration of the distries
iad Leon made.

The right bank of the river was about 20
fest high, and run stons the vaso of the
clifi. the left bauk was very jow, and counld
scarcaly be disaaguisped from the pools
aud Lozs of the wmarshy plamn which ea-
tended out of siht towards thesouth. To
mako out the direction of the river thay
would have to nacena the cluf, and this
Briant resolved to do before starting for
the wreck.

Tho tirst thing was to take a ook round
tha cutlet of the stream from the iake,
i Liis was only about 40 feet scross, but as it

\ncrﬁuw in width so did 1t increase in
epth.

“Just look here!" said Wilcox, as he
Seacbhed the end of the chiff.

-\ pile of stones attracted his attention,
fornsing a sort of dam ou the same plan®as
e 1 a0 donbs thin {he o cald Brisnt.

| is nodoubt thistime.” sa an

**N0o; thove is no doudL"” remarked

| cave, when Briant stopped I

. tin cap, emoty, ltke the jug.
leen inhamted, it did not seetn to bs sonow. | i) el o oF

gan, pointing to some vieces of wood at the
end of the dam,

"I he rematns were obvionsly those of a
boat of kome sort. One piece, half rotien
and coverrd with moss, and curved lhke a
ster, held annfrom ring eaten away Wwith
rukt,

“Aring’ aring'” exclaimed Service.

And the four stood sull, looking around
them, a1{ the man who had used the boat
aud Lugdt the dam was about to appear
Lefors them,

sut nshody came, Many vears had evi-
dently gong by since the hoat had been Jeft
to rot by the side of the stream, and the
man bad re oined his fellows or ended his
miverable oxistence on thisland ho could
notleave: and we can understand how the
hovy felt at this clear evidence of human
intervention and the thoughts 1t gave rise

o R

Meanwhile Fan had been bebavingin a
stranga mauner, 45 .{ she had at last got on
aseent, Her ears were pricked up her tail
wagued, and her nose was held close to the
ground, as she worried about under the
bushes. .

“Look at Fan,” aaid Service |

**She smnells something.” said Donagan,
stenping toward her, R

KFan had just stopped with one paw raised
and_ her neck stretched out. Then she
suddenly rushed towards a clump of trees
at the foot of the ciiff by the side of the

ake

Briant and his comrades foliowed her. A
few sinutes afterwards they stopped before
an oid Deech tree, on tho bark of which
were cut two letters and a date, in this
fashion:

27. A
FPriant, Donagan, Wilcox and Service
would Lave remamed sient and imotiop-
less for some time Lofore thig inseription if
l«l.x;; had not backed round the angle of the
21

“Iiera, Fan, here!” shouted Briant,
The dog did not return, but she began to

bark loudly.
“Jjake care,” sald Brant. Do not sep-
A

arate, and bo on your gnard,”

indeed, they cculd not be too careful,
band of savages might be in the neighbor-
hood, and their presence was more to be
feared than wished for, if they were of
those Indians who infest the pampasof
South Amorica.

The guns were cocked nnd the revolvers
wot out ready for the defensive  The boys
advanced round the amgle of the cliff and
up the uarrow Lank of the stream. They
had not taken a dozem paces before Dona-
gan stooped to nick up something irom the
ground, It wagapickaxe, with the handle
iall-rotten—a  pickaxe of American or
lturopean origin-not one of those heavy
tools made by the Polynesian savaxes, 1 ike
the riny on 1he hoat, it was deeply rusted,
and must have been left bebind many years

avo,

At the foot of the ¢hiif were traces of til-
Inze a fow irregular furrows, a littlo sanare
of ;/i.mw. which, left to themselves, had run
wili

Suddenly a mournful bark was heard, and
Faup reappeared, seived with some inexplic-
a lo amtation, She turned round, sheran
in front of her masters, looked back at them,
;-al)lled them and seemeod to mvito them to
ollow,

* There 18 cortainly _something extraordi-
nary the matter,” said Briant, trying in vain
to gel the dog quiet. R . .

"Let us o where she is taking us to, said
Donazan, wmaking a sign to Wilcox and
BServics to follow

Ten yards farther on Fan stood up before
a mass of hrushwood and bushes, which
18ached up to th very foot of the clifl.

Biriant looked to see §f the bushes hnd the
corpse of some animal, or even of 2 man on
whoso (races tan had fallen. Clearing
away the bushes he siw a narrow opening.

*Is therc a cave here?” he exclaimed,
stepping back a tew paces.

“lakely enough.” said Donagan. “But
what s theroin the cave?”’ .

**We will ses,” answerad Briant.

And with ns hatehet he began to ent
awav tho entanglement about the entiance.
He listened. but heard no suspicious noise,

»ervice was about to slip through into the
nm.

*Ses what Fan is zoing to do first.”

The dow barked angrily twice or thrice
in a way that was anything but reassuring
f{)r a peison in the cave, had one been
there. ‘

What did it mean?. Briant put & handful
of dry twigs across the ovening and lighted
them to seoif the air was foul. The twigs
crackled and burnt brightly; evidently the
ar “"usi {;reatbabh{‘, Wil

“hhall we go1n?” asiked Wilcox,

*Yes,” said Dopagan,

“Wag tll we can see our way,” said
Brinnt, And cuttmmg a resimous branch
frois one of tha pine trees ¢lose by, lie
hghted it. Then. followed by his com-
pauions, hie stepped into the cave.

‘The opening was about four feet high and
two feet wide, but it grew larger imine-
diatelv, forming a cavity 12 fest lugh and
twice x, wide, with a tloor of hard, drysand,

Ag ho hurned 1o the front Wilcox stum-
bled aver a wooden bench near atable, on
which were certain domestic utensils, a juz
of stoneware, sume Jarge shells that had
been used as plates, a knife with 2 notched
ond rusty blade, two or three nishhooks, o
Near the op-
p site wall was a sort of box, made of
planks roughly nailed together, and which
contained a few ratterad clothes,

_'Lhere could be no doubt that the excava-
tion had been inhatnted. But when, and
by whom? What had become of the human
beiniz who had lived here?

At the end was o miscrable pallet coverad
with some {ragmentsof limen  Atthe head,
on a bench was a second cup and a2 wooden
(\-).uu{lasnck. with only & burntmateh on tho

oW,

‘Ihe hoys recoiled from the pallet at first,
thinking it might hold a corpse,

Lriaut, remessing his repugnance, Hfted
up thie covering,

‘The pallet was empty,

A minute afterwaids the boys, who were
much affected, bad rejotned Fan, who stiil
kept uv her mournful barking,

1hey descended tho bank of the stream
for atont 20 yards, and suddenly stonped
A feehng of horror nailed them to the spot,

[coNTINURD TOMORROW.]
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CHAPTERIX
FRANCOIS BAUDOIM,

There, among the rocts of a besch tree,
wers the remains of a skeleton.

The boys were fiieBL. W L0 Wastnis man
who had come tn die here! Was he »
shipwrecked satlor to whoin no help had
come im his Jaat hour? o what nation did
he belong? Was he a young man when he
srrived in tlne corner of the earth?
Was be an old man when he died?
How had he supnlied his wants? If
he had been shipwreck: d, had others sur-
vived the catastrophe with lnm? And f
£0, had he remained alone after the death
of his companiona in misfortuna? Did the
different things jn the cave belonx to his
slip, or had he made them with his own
hands? Lut to ruch questionings no answer
might ever be wiven,

"Come,"” sa1l Briant.

And. followed Ly Kan, they entered the
cave by the light of another torch,

One of the first things they saw wasa
shelf fixed against thp right wall, on which
was & Lundle of ¢Juingy candies made of
fat and tow. Bervice lighted one of thess
candles and placed it in the wooden candle-
stick. and the search began,

Ins the first place the shane of the cave
was noted, for thers was no doubt of its
bhabitability. FThere was mo trace of damp,
although the only ventilation was throuch
the one opening or the bank of the stream.
‘The walls wero as dry us if they were of
granite, without any trace of crystallized
jnfiltrations. Ita position sheltered it from
the sea bresses, Davlight nenetrated it
but little, it is true, but by opening one or
two windows 1n the wall it would be easy
to make this right, and to ventilato it sufil-
ciently for tho accommodation of 15 neople,

Briant made a careful list of the things it
eontained, ‘These wore not many. The
anforturnate man had heen almost desti-
tyte. What had he sccured from the wreck?
Notbing but odds and ends, bhroken spars,
pieces of plank that ho had made up int
the pallet, the table, the box. and th?
Yhenches, which formed the only furniture,
Less favored tham the survivors of the
schooner, be bad not had a rogular work-
ghop ready at hand. A few tools, a pickaxe,
an axe, two or three cooking utensils, a
hittle cask of brandy.a hammer, two cold
chisels. a saw - these were all that were
found. Thov had heen saved doubtless in
the boat, the remains of which lay near the
dam,

But who was this man, whose hones lay
here? Whero was he born? When was he
wrecked /. No doubt many years had passed
since his death, The state of the bones
found at the foot of the trco showed that
only 100 well! Besides, there was the rust
on the pickaxe and the ring, the thicket of
buslies at the cotrance of tho cave, all tend.
ing to show that the man must have died
years awo. Would any now discovery
change tiis hypothesis 1nto a cortainty.

The search coutinued. A fow other ob-
jects were brought to light—a second knife
with the blades hroken, a pair of compasses,
a kottle, an iron ring, a marlin-spike. But
there was no nautical instrument, no tele-
scope, N0 marjner's compass, not even a
musket,

As the man had to live, it seemed as
though he must have smarcd his food in-
stoad of shot it. But an explanation of the
difficulty offered 1itself when Wilcox ex-
claimed:

“What 8 that?"”

“That?"” answored Service.

*It1s 2 game at howls,” satd Wileox,

A game at bowls?" asked Briant in sur.
yrise. Butin s momont he recognized the
use of the two round stones which Wilcox
Jind picked up. It was oue of those imple-
ments of the chaso kmown as the bolas,
which consists of two balls tied together
with a cord, and 15 used by the Indians of
South America, When a skilful hand
throws the bolas they encircle the limhs of
the animal, and for a momont paralyse 3t
so that it falls an ensy prey to the hunter,

Feidently the inhabitant of the cave had
made this bolas ana algo a lasso, a long loop
of leather used at shorver distances,

But who wias this man? \Vas he an
ofticer or a common seaman who had put
his reading to profit in tlus way” It would
be very dithcult to say without further dis-
cov(ry.

At the head of the bed, under a rag of the |
clothes that Briant had throwm aside, '
Wilcox found a watch hung on a nafl fixed
in the wall

This watch was not: a common watch |
such as sdllors usnally wear, but was of
finer workmanship, and had a double case
of silver and a key and cham of the same
metal,

“The timae! See the time!"” said Service.

“The time will tell you notlung.'” said
Briant. *[ho watchvrobably stopped days
before the unfortunate man died.”

liriant opened the case, not withiont @ifti-
culty. for the hinges Wwers rusty, and he
saw that the hands pointed to 3.27.

“But.” said Domagan, “the watch has the
maker's name. ‘That might tell us—"

"\ cu are right,"” said Sriant,

And looking inside the case, be managed
to read these words engraved on the plats:

“Pielpeuch, Suint Mato,”

The nawme of the maker and his address,

“Then nhe was a I'renchman!” exclaimed
Briant.

Thers seemed little doubt that a French-
man had lived in thiscavern until death
putan end to kis misery.

‘1o this proof another was soon added
whon Donagan, who had turned over the
pallet, found a motebook with its yellow
pages covered with pencil wniting. %

Unfortuuately most of the writing was
illesilne. A fow words could, however, bo
deanhered, and among others were—Fran-
cols Baudoin,

‘Two names, the initials of which were the
samo as thosoe the man had cut on the tree
Tho notebook was thie daily jyournal of his
life from tho day he had been cast ashore.
Andin the fragments of phrases that time
had not entirely offaced Briant manaced to
read “ugnay-Troun,” evidently the name
of the shitp that had been Jost 1n this dis-
tant corner of the Pacinie,

At the commenceinent was & date—1827
—the same as that which had beem cut
under the initials on the tree

It was, then, 53 veurs since Francois
Baudoin had been thrown on this coast,
and sinco his shipwrock he nad received no

elp from without, If Francois Baudomn,

wad not moved to seme other place on the
coutimont. was it bocause the obstacles
weru insurmountable™
Mora than ever the boys thought of the
gravity of their situation. How could thay
do what tuis man had mot done—a man
accustomed to hard work and brokem to
fatigun?
Another discovery was to show them that
;.u alilemms 0 leave the country would bo
n \ain,
As Donagan turned over the notebook he
found a folded napar between thio leaves,
t was a map, drawn inink, made probably

from north to south, and 25 wide from east
to west. Heckoning the irregularities of its
shane, it was 150 miley in cir.umiercuce.
sut there was no knowing Lo whicn of the
FPolynesian uroun it belonwed. or §if 1t lay by
Hael! in the Yacific One thimg was cer-
tafn--that the boys would have to stav on
it. There wasno geulm‘ away. And asthe
cave afforded an excellent refuze, it was
best to bring all their goods to it before the
storms had broken up the schooner,

At present the hest thing to he Yone was
to return to tho camp without delay. Gor-
don would be getting ansjous. Three davs
bad s1apsed s:nce Bnant amd his comrades
loft him. and he would be fearing that mis.
fortune had happened to them.

Briant gucgested t at they should stert
that very day at 11 o'clock, There was no
xood 1n chmbing the chiff, as the map
showed the shortest way was to follow the
rigbt bank of the river tothe bay which
ran from east to west, "At the wost this
would bs about seven miles, and take but a
few hours,

13ut before leaving the hoys paid the last
mark of respect to theshipwrecked French-
man  With the nickaxe they dug a grave
at the foot of the tree on which Francois
Baudoin Lad cut bis initials, and a wooden
crogs marked the spot,

This pions reremony over, they returned
to the cave and closed the entrance so that
animald conld not get in. Then, having
finishad what was left of their provisions,
they started along the right bamk of the
siream by the hase of the cliff, 1nan hour
they reached the spot where the high
ground trended off to the northwest. Along
tho river the road was easy, for the bank
was clear of shrubs and trees.

A1 8 o’clook the night had bacome 8o dark
that it was impossible to see ahead of them,
and the end of the forest seemed as [ar off
88 8YET.

Spddenly through a gsé» in the treesa
brl_{(m light enot through the air.

»\What 13 that?” asked Service,

+4 meteorite. probably,” said Wilcox.

No: it was a rocket,” answered Briant.

A rocket from the schooner!”

‘And consequently a signal!” exclaimed
Donagan, firimg his gun in answer to
Gordan,

A slar was recognized ahead. From it a
new departure was heing taken when a
second rocket sped through the darkness,
bEriant and his companions directed their
courso towards it, and three-quarters of an
hour afterwards they were aboard.

[CONTINUED TOMORROW.)

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-

ADRIFT IN THE PACIFIC; --OR-- The Strange Adventures of a Schoolboy Crew.

JULES VERNE

Boston Daily Globe (1872-1922); Mar 5, 1890; ProQuest Historical Newspapers Boston Globe (1872 - 1924)

pg. 6

"KDRIFT IN THE PACIFIC;

The Strange Adventures of a Schoslboy Crew,

}
|
|

By JULES VERNE.

CHBAPTFR X.
THE RAFT,

The reception the expiorsrs met with can
be imagined. Gordon. Cross, Baxter, Gar-
nett snd Webb clasped them in their arms,
while the little ones throw their arms
around thefr necks and shouted for joy.
Fan tock part in the rejolcing, and barked
ss loudly as the youngsters cheered, It
seemed s, long since Briany and his com-
panions had gous away.

*“Were they Jost? ~ Had thoy fallen among
savages? Had they been attacked by can-
pibals? Such wers the queations those who
remained behind had usked themselves.

Iut Eriant, Donsgan, Wilenx asd Servico
had come hark axain to toll them the story
ol their exploration. As, however, they
were very tired ater their long day’s work.,
the story was postooned until the morning.

"We are on an island.”

That was all Priant said, and that was
enough 1o reveal the troubles in store for
them, although Gordon receivad the news
without betraying much discouragement.

“Good! J'1} wait,” he seemed to say to
himself, “and not trouble myself about it
i1l it comes

Next morning—the 6th of Apnl—(iordon,
Briant, Donagan, Baxter, Cross, Wilcox,
Bervice, Webb, Garnet, and also Moko,
whose advice was always valuable, gathered
tozether in the bow of the yacht while the
others were stil] aslcep. In turps Briant
and Donagan told their comrades all that
had happened.

The story was told in full, neither Briant
nor Donagan omitting the smallest detail;
and now all who looked at tho map under-
swood only too well that help could come to
them but from tho sea.

Howavor, if the future presented itaelf in
the gloomiest colors, and the boys could
only place their help in God, thers was one
who {elt much loss alarmed than the others,
and that was Gordon, The young Ameri-
can bad no relatives in Now Zealand.

““I'he best thing to do,” said Briant, “is to
movo into the cave near the lake. It would
make a canitil place to live in.”

“And in the meantimoe where shall we
liva?" asked Donagan. )

“In a tent,” answered Gordon,
under tho trecs by the riverside.”

*1hat 15 the best thing,” said Briant, “*and
fet us begin without losing nn hour.”

‘I'ne demolition of the yachi, the unload.
ing of the material and provisions, the con-
struction of a ratt for the transnort of the
cargo, would take at least a month of hard
work, and before leaving ths bay it would
e the irst werk of May, which corresponds
to the hirst week in November m the north-
ern hemisphere, that 13 tQ say, the begin-
ning of wintor,

The days that followed were employed in
arranging the camp at tho side of the river,
The lower branches of two beeches were
umited by long spars with the branches of a
third, and were used to hold up the yacht’s
spare mainsall, which fell down on each
side to the ground. Into this tent, which
was firmly stayed and strutted, the boys
tiansported the bedding and furniture, the
weapons und awmmunition and the bales of
provisions. As the raft was to be buiit of
the timbers of the yacht, they had to wait
t}ll they had demolished tho wrock before
they began to huild 1t

By the 1511 of April there only remained
on tha schooner such things as were too
heavy to move until she hadibroken up,
among them the pigs of Jead used for bal-
last. the water tanks in the hold, the wind-
lass and the galley, which were too heavy
to be taken away without apparatus, The
spars and ngging, shronds and stays,
chaing, anchois, ropes, hawsers, lines, yarns
and such things. of which there was a great
quantity on the yacht, were gradually re-
moved to the ground near the tent. .

Whon the schooner had been emptied of
all it conta ned the hull, which had broken
apattin many places, was attacked. Tho

. shouts of copper sheathing weto taken off
very catefully. Then the pincers and crow-
bars and hammers were brought into play
tonp off the planks which the nails and
tronails fastened to the frame, This wosa
troublesome tusk for inexperienced hands,
and not very vigorous arms. And the
breakinyg up went on very slowly, until on
the 2ith of Aprt) a storm came to help.

During the night, although they were
already 1n the cold season, a thunder storm
oc urred. The hghtming played across the
eky, and the rolling of the thunder lasted
from midnizht to sanrise, to the great ter-
rorof the l:ttie ones. 1t did not rain, for-
tunatoely, but twico or thiice it was neces-
sary to support the tent against the fury of
tho wind. Owing to its heing fixed to the
trees it remamed undamaged: not so the
yacht, which lay directly oxposed to the
gusts from the ofuing and the full force of
the waves ‘lhoe demolition was complete.
Tho planks were torn ofl, the frame broken
un, the kosl smashed, and the whole thing
1aduced to wrockage. And there was
nothing to complain of in the way 1t was
dono, for the waves as they retired carned
off bur asmali portion of the wreck, which
for the mast part was Kkept back by the
reel. ‘the iron work was easily picked up
out of the saud, aud all the boys set to work
during the noxt Jday or so to collect it. ‘I'he
beams, planks., water wanks and other
thus, which had not been swent anway,
lay scattered on tho beach, and all that had
to be done was to transpmt them to the
rght bunk of the stream, a few yards from
the tent,

In short, on the evening of the 28th, all
that remained of the schoonor had beon
taken to the place of embark:tion: and
without doabt the worst. of the enterprise
was over, for the river was to take the
material up to Krench Den

“Towmoriow,” suid Goedon, “we will begin
to ' uild the raft.”

“Yes,” snid Baxter, ‘‘and to save any
troubie in launching 1t, 1 propose to build it
in the niver ”

“That will not be casy,” said Donagan.

“Narvear mind.” sqid Gordon, “we will trv,
If 1t ives us more trouble te gat together it
will not trouble us to get 1t atloat.”

Thers conld be no doubt this was the best
war , atd next morning thev begam the
framework of the raft, which was to be of
sutiiciently lurgs dimensions to receive a
heavy ana craowded earga.

The beims from the schoonser, the keel
broken in 1wo pieces, the foromast, what
remained of the mainmast broken three
feet abiove the deck. the r ils and the mid-
ship beami. the bowspnit. the foroyard. the
mambeomw and the gafl had been taken to
a partof the niver beach which the water
suly covered at high tide. The boys waitod
till the tido rose. and then the wood was
brought out mto the sticam. There the
laivest preces were placed s.de by side, anad
bound together, with the others placed
Crossway s

In this way a »olid framework was ob-
tained, measur-ne wbout so feot Jon and 15
feet wide. All day long the Loys worked
hard at the raft, and by nughtfail the frama-
work was complete. Briant then took care
to moer 11 o the trees oun the baunk. so
that the nisieg tida could not carry itup
atream, or thoebb take itout tosoa. ‘then
every ona, thoroughly tired ouu after such a
laborious day, sat aown to supper with a
formidable appeiite, and slept sonndly un-
til the mornog,

Atdawn they again setto work., A plat-
form hiad now to be built on the framework.
The d ok planks and streaks of tho schoou-
er’s hulisoon came mio usa,. Nails driven
Nt wath heavy hammer strokes and ropes
tased ovor and nuder fastened evelything
firmey together.

Workinzat the hardest, this took thres
days, although there was not an hour to
lose. \ hittie ice had already appeared on
the surface of the pools among the reefs
and alouw the edye of the stream. 'The
shielter of the tent became insutticient in

- Enteo! the fire. Nleeping close to each other
oreied with thethickest wrans.Gordon and

15 omeaniens found 1t difficnlt to put
Ul with the codt. Hence the naecessity of

}}'lbmxu: «n with the work for taking ap

LT qaacters in the cave  whers thes

ved 10 defy the winter, which in these

“In a tent

stitudes is very sovere,
1he deck had been fixed as firm}
ble, so that it nhguxld n%.z be dﬁglzc:&'

on the voyage: for that meant the swallow-
ing up of the cargo in the bed of thestream
aad to save suck & catastrophie it was bet-
ter to delay the departure for a day.

However,” said Briant, “we must not
delay our departure beyoud the 6th of May.”

“Why not/"” asked Giordon.

““Becauss the day after tomorrow is new
moon. and the tides will ie higher for a few
days after that. The higher they are, the
easier wo shall zet up the river Just think
what a tix we shall be in if we have to low
this heavy raft or pole it up' We could
neser do it against the current!”

“You are right,’” sald Gordon. **We must
bs off in thre: days at least.”

On the 3d of May thev bexan to load the
raft, belmp carefuf to trim it 8o as to keop
it level. Every one was occupied in this
work according to Lis strength. Jenkins.
Iversom, Dole and Cestar took charge of the
Yighter things. the utensils, tools and instru-
nients, and laid them on the deck. where
Bnant and Baxter stored them under Gor-
don’s directions, The Wigger boys busied
themselves about the heavier things,
such as the stove, the water tanks, the
windlass, the ironwork, the sheathing. etc.,
the rest of the timbers of the schooner, the
ribs, the nlanking. the deck rails, etc. In
the same way wers brought on board the
bales of provisions, the casks of wine, etc.,
not forgetting saveral sacks ef salt that had
been found among the rocks. Lo assist im
the Joaaing, Baxter had erected two spars,
which were kept ia position by means of
four siays, To the end of this crab was
fastened a tackle working round one.of the

acht’s winches, so that the things could be

ifted off the ground and laid on the deck
gently ana quiotly.

All wont on with so much nrudence and
7eal that in the afternoon of the /th of May
everything was in its place on board, and
nothing remained but (o cast off the rafu’s:
moorimgs. ‘That would be done next morn-
ing about 8 o’clock when the tide began to
rise at the mouth of the stream. .

The boys doubtless imagined that their
task being over they were to spepd the rest
of the day 1n taking things easy. They were
destined to be disapvoinied. for Gordon
mnde a proposition which gave them some-
thing else to do. .

**Mv comrades.” he said, "we are now go-
1ng away from this bay, and will no more be
able to look out ovor the sea, and if any ship
comes 1 sizht of the island we shall not be
able to signal to her, It will therefore be
best. I think, to rig up & maston the chff,
and haist one of our tlags and keep it tiywne,
T'nat wilt probably be enough to attract the
aufntl?ntq'f any ship that may pass within
sight of 1t.” ) )

Next morning at sunrise all were astir.
The_tent was taken down and the bedding
carried on board the raft, with the sa1l put
over 1t to protect it from the weather,
which, however, promised to be favorahle
enoug), althongh a change in the direction
of the wind haa brought a good deai of mist
mn i from tho sea., .

By 7 o’clock everything was ready. The
raft had been so londed that it gave accom-
modation for the company for two or three
davs, and Moko had cooked enough food to
last, go that a fire would not be nee(led.

At 8.0 the boys all gatheied on the raft.
The bigger ones, armed with poles and
spars, took up their piaces ready to steer it,
for a rudaer would have been no use in
going with the stream.

A little before v o'clock the tide began to
makae itself felt, and the framework began
to creak and groan. -

“Attention!” shouted Briant.

~Ready!” said Baxter. i

Those were at the hawsers which moored
the raft fore and att by the river bank.

“We are all ready?”’ said Donacan, who
with Wilcox was w front of the raft.

Soon the raft waj atioat,

“Cast off!” said Briant.

Away went tho hawsers, and the heavily-
loaded mass began to drifs up stream, tow-
g the yaw] astern,

Everyone was_ pleased when the raft be-
gan to move. If the hoys had built a sea-
going shin they could not have been more
satisfied with themselves, Ana_their little
sentiment of vanity may be forgiven them.

The right bank of the river, as we know,
was bordered with trees, and higher than
tho left. which ran alone by the marsh.
Briant, Baxter, Donagun, Wilcox and Moko
used every ellort to Keop the raftaway from
the banks, for i1t would nevor do torun
aground, but at the same time they did not
cross the stream, for the tide was stronger
along the right bank, and the height of
the bank gave better holding to their poles.

‘I wo hours after their departure thoy had
floated about a mile, ‘They had not ground-
ed once or run ashore. But according ¢o
Biiant’s estiinate the river was quite six
mi.cs long, and as they could pot hops to
advancg more than twomiles with ench tide
1t wonld take them several tides to reach
therr destination,

In fact, ahout 11 o’clock the ebb began to
declare 1tself, and the boys had to bestir
thhremsolves to vet the raft moored so that it
dud not drift back to the sea,

Lvidently the raft would make a fresh
start in the evening, but to venture with it
then would be dangerous.

T think 1t would be unwise.’” said Gordon,
“We should expase the raft to the chances
of collision or grounding, and the shock
might smash 1t up. 1 think we had better
wait lill tomorrow, and go on with the day

X . y
‘The proposition was too sensible not to
meet with general approval. They might
have to wait 24 hours, but the delay wus
preferablo to risking tho safety of the valn.
able cargo, .

Half a day and tho whole of the night
wore thus passed in this place.

Donagan and his snorting friends, accom-
panied by KFan, were soon ashore on the
river hank,

Gordon advisod them not to get far away,
and they adopted hisadvice: and as they
brought back two brace of fat bustards and
a striny of tinamous, their vanity was satis.
tied Moko took charee of the gams to
keep it for the first meal—breakfast, dinner,
or supper—after reaching French Dep.

During the might Baxter, Webb and Cross
were on the lookout, ready. it necessary, to
double the hawsers, or give them alttle
slack when the tide turnoed. All went well,
Noxt morniug ot 9,45 the tide had msen
hich enough for the navigation to be re.
sumed. ‘1he night had been cold.so was
the day, The sooner the raft reached its
doesuination the better. What would the
boys do i1 the river froze, or i{ an i1ceberg
came down from the lake to enter the bay?

length, 1n the afternoon of the mext
day, with the aid of the tide, which lasted
11l 3.30 in the aftsrnoon, the raft arrived in
sight of the lake, and was run aground in
front of the entrance to French Den,
[CONTINUED TOMURROW.})
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CHAPTER XL
A CAFTURE,

The landing took place amid shoutsof
4oy from the youngsters. To them any
change from the ordinary life was as good
as anawgame. Dolo capered about on the
®ank; Iverson and Jenking ran to the side
of the laxe; while Custar took Moko aside
and rafd -

* Didn't you promise us a good dinner?”

“Yes. but you will have to do without
that." said Mako,

“And why?”

*Eescanse ] shall have no time to zet din-
per today.”

“What! Nodinner?”

*No, tut there will be supper. And the
tustards will be .ust as good for sunper.”

And Moko grinned and showed his white
teoth.”

The youngster gave him a punch in token
of good will, and ran off to 0in his friends,
whom Briant had warned not to get out of
sight.

“Are you not gone with them?” hp asked
hia brother.

“No. 1 wonld rather stop here!” answered
Jack.

"You had much better take a little exer-
ciso.” said Briant. "I am not atall easy
about you, Jack. You have something you
are hiding from mo. Are you ijl?”

“No! Thore 1s nothing the matter with
me”

Alwaya tho same reply, which nevor satfs-
fied Briunt, who was resolved to have the
mattor cleared up some «(ay, even at the
cost of & scene with the obatinate boy.

But there was no time to lose 1f the night
was o be spent in French Den.

At the oulset the cave had to be visited by
those who did not know it. And as roon as
1ho raft was socurely moored to the bauk in
2 back water away from the current, Briant
asked his friends 1o accompany him, Moko
had provided himeelf with one of the ships
Jamps, in which the flame, rreatly increased
by the powsr of the Jonses, gave a remarka.
bly Lright heht,

At tirst the boys had to clear away the
entrapce. A the bhranches bad heen placed
by Briant and Uonagan so were they found;
and consequently no human being, no an-
final had tried to enter the cave.

Alter the boughs were cleared awav the
boys glided through the narrow entrance.
In the glare of the lantern the cave was
much Lottor lighted than by tho resinous
torches of the shipwrecked mau’s candles,

“Iht we shall find thisa tight fit,” sald
Paxtor, who had begun to mensure tho cave.

“Bak!” exclaimed Garnett. "If we put
tho beds onoe over the other like thoy do on
board ship—'*

“Why?” asked Wilcox. “\e have only
got to put thom side by side om the
ground-—"'

“And then.” said Wobb, “we shall have
no room to move about.”

“Waell,” said Briant, “you won't move
about, thatis all, lHave you a better vlace
to offer us, Webb?”

"No—-hut—"'

“$ut,” said dorvice, “the important thing
iato have a place 1o shelter us. 1 did not
suppose that Webb imagined he would find
& complete mansion—with drawing-room,
dining-room, ixedroom, bathroom—"

~*No, of course not,” said Cross, "'But is
there any place where yon can cook?”

"Yes: outside.’’ sa1d Meko.

“That will be very inconveniont in bad
weather,” said DBriant. “I thought we
should bring the stove inside tomorrow.”

*‘I'he cooking stove in the cavas, whore we
sleep!” oxclaimed Donagan, 1na tone of un-
mistakable disgust.

*Welf, you canuse your smelling salts,
Yord Donagan,” exclaimed Service, laugh-
ing loudty.

“If ¥ ke, 1 witl, Mr. Cook’s Mate,” re.
sponded Donagap, with a frown,

“Allmght! all nght!” gard Gordon.

“Whether the thine is nice or not, we
shall bave to dacido about it at once, If
the stovo 18 used for cookiag. it will also
do to heop u~ warm. As to gotting some
room by digging out chambhers in the rock,
we shaill have all the wiuter for the work,
if it can be done, But now Jet us take
Franch Don as 1t is, and get into it as soon
a8 possible.”

‘The beds were then brought in and laid in
ordor on the sand. Close as they wero. the
boys, accustomed to the small calim of the
tchoonsr, aid not hind thom any too close.

‘I'nis occuprod tho rost of the day. The
Jargo table of the yacht was then placed in
tha middle of the cave. and Garnett and the
youngsters lawl the cloth.

Moko nnd Servics had done their work
well. A fireplace bad been made between
two Jargs stones at the foot of the chiff, the
fire being fed with dry wood gathiered by
Wobh and Wilvox under the trees. About
uvo'clock the soup—that {3 to say. the meat
biscuit which had to be boiled only fora
fow minutes—was iving forth s pleasing
iragrance, a dosen unamous, spitted on an
fron bar, were roast nr bhofore a brisk fire
over a drivmng-pat. in which Costar would
very much have liked to put his fingers;
ang winle Dole and Iverson acted as turn.
upits, Fan followed thelr movements with
significant iterost.

Hefore 7 o clock the boys were mathered
round the table in the cave, which was
their rofectorv and their dormiutory. The
Denchas, folame seats, and wicker chalirs of
the schooner hiad been broughtin,

‘The duy had been a urninsone, When
bunger was satistied the bovs thought of
little but goinx to steap. But Gordon pro-
posed that they should visit the tomb of
Baudow, whoso dwelliug they now ocen-
pied. Nizht was darkening the horizon of
s lake, and its waters were refiecting the
Jast rays of the sun as they found thae littie
mound and stooid by the wooden cross

At 9 o'ciock the beds wore occupred, and
all wore asloon oxcept Donagan and Wil-
ocoa, whose tnrn 1t was to watch. and who
kept up a large fire at the mouth of the
cave to scare awa dangzerous visitors.

The next day, the #th of May, and the
thica oays that followed, wore spent by atl
haudsin untoading the rait.  Already the
mist mung up with the west wind an-
nounced a pertod of ran or snow. The tem-
perature scarcely rose above fraesing, and
11 was important that every thiug should be
SdInto the car o &, 00N &S possible.

Darnpg the tollowing woek  Donagan,
Weoba, “‘1lcox. and Cross together with
Garpett and Service, had quite enough
shooting to satisty themw  One day they
hiad penciiated into the forest of nrches
and bacches by the side of the lake about
hLalf a mile from the cave. Hare and there
traces of_the work of man were vory evie
dent,  Thers were ditches du in the
ground, coversd with a network  of

ranches, and teo deep for animals falling
juto them to excape.  Hat the state of these
ditche s shoned that they dated from years
as0, and ona of thein contained the re-
mams_of an smmal which they fatled to
identify.

“*Anyhow thev aro the bones ot a wood.
sized awimal,” satd Wilcox. wh + hsd alipped
down 1nto the ditch and picked up the
boues that had been bleactied by t mo,

“And 1t was i quadruped for here are the
bones of the four paws,”” added Webb,

it must have been Astrong one.” said
Donagan. “Look at the aizeof its head,
and its ;aw and teeth ™

“Do you think." asked Webb of Donagan,
3t was a carnivrore””’

**Yes. there 15 no doubdt of it.”

“A Hon? a Dget ' asked Cross. who dia
not ssemn at all eas .

11 not s trger or o hon,” answerad Dona.
fan, At least A Jaguaror s oougar’

“\We must bis ononur guard.” said Wabh,
< And not runtura 100 tar away,” said

rOss,

‘Do you hear, Fanl" said Service, turning
htow: s the dog. "Thero are big beasts

re.”

Fan gave acheery bark, which certainly
betrayed no anviety.
The boy s turned back to go 1o the cave.
“An idea.” sant Wilcox. "Ilf you cover
this ditch with new brushwood we might
catch something i ) ]
o As wou please. Wilcox,” said Donagan,
though [ wounid rathier shoot a thing 1o the
opfn than massa.relt at the boitomof a
L+

Thus sp ke tlie sporteman. Bat Wilcox,
with his npatural aptitude for trapving.
showed himself more practical than Doos-
m.;ﬁi began to put isidep into execm-
g cwies ot the Belehooing fRocs At

o
were placed mlhomonm the

pit 30 as to hide it completely., It wasa
rudimentary suape, no doudt, but such aope
’f-‘ often lse:; with success by trappers of the

AInpas.

To recognize the position of the pit Wil-
cox biroke off a few hranches from the trees
at the edge of the forest. And then they all
roturned to the cave

‘L hese expeditions were not unproductive.
Featharod game abounded, Besides the
bustirds and tinamous, there were a num-
her of those martinatts whose feathera,
dotted with white, give them the look of
guinea fow]. Wood nigecns there were in
nocks, Antarctic geess. making paseable
eating when _cooking has got rid of their
olly flavor Furred game was reoresent:
by tucutucos, 8 kind of rodent as wood as
rabbit in A stew: maras, russet-grey hares
with a blark moon on the tail and having
all the edible qualities of agouti: pichis,
with acaly coats, a kind of tatou, whose
flesh 18 delicious; peccares, a kind of small
hog, and guaculis, animals like deer and
just as active.

Donagan tried to stalk some of these, but
as they were difficnlt to get at the consump-
tion of powder and shot was not in propor-
tion to the results obtained, much to the
disgust of the sportaman. And this waste
of ammnnition evoked 8 {few remarks from
Gordon, which were received by Donagan’s
partisans with as il a grace as by himself,

During one of these excursions a sub&)ly
was collected of two precious plants dis-
covered by Briant on the first expedition to
the Iake. These were the wild celery,
which grew in great abundance on the wet
soil, and a cress, whone young shoots formed
an excellent antiscorbutic. ‘These two veg-
etables fizured at all the meals, being eaten
for the sake of haalth.

As the cold had not yet frozen the surface
of the lake and stream. a few trout were
taken with the hook, besides a species of
mke. very pleasant eating. providing the
eater was not choked with the numorour
hones. (ineday Iverson returned triumph-
ant, carrying a good-sived salmon which
hiad nearly bronken hisline, 3

Meanwhile many visits had_been paid to
the pit, branched over by Wilcox, but no
apimal was taxen. although a biz piece of
mest had been laid on it asa bait. | .

On May 17, nowever, something did
happen, On that day Briant and a few
others had gone off into the forest near the
ehiff. ‘T'heir obect was toseeif there was
any_other cave close te French den which
mieht do as a storehouse,

As they were approaching the vit, they
heard a Joud noise procesding from it
Briant struck off into the wood. and was
soon joined by Donagan, who did not care
to be behindhand. ‘1he others followed a
few yards 1 the rear, with their gunsat
the ready, while Fan marched with her
ears cocked and her tail stiff, .

hey were about 20 yards from the pit
when the noise began, In the middlo of
the branches was a hole through which
some animal had fallen,

'hat the anfimnal was was not anparent.
In any case tho Loys thought it best 10 be
ready to defon: themselves,

“Seise it, Fam, seize it!” said Donagan,
and tho dog ran off, barking, without any
signs of fear.

iriant and Donagan ran toward the pit,
and as -oon as they reached it they shouted:

“Come! Come!”

[CONTINUED TOMORROW.]
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CRAPTER X{1.—CONTISUED,

*It s not a jaguar?' askod Webb,

“Nor a cougar '’ said Cross

“No," said Donacan: 1L 38 an ostrich.”

1t was indead an ostrich, wnd the bLoys
eongratulated themesrives that such birds
frequented the forest, for their flesh is ex.
cellsnt -particnlarly in the fat part of the
breast

Although thers wasn no doubt it wasan
ostrich, yet it small rize its head hke a
gonse's head, the coat of small wlumcs

which envclopid 1ts hody hke a grayish
white flsace showed that it belonged to the
anscies of nandu, ro numecrons on the
Pampas of Houth Amerra, The nandn
cannot be compared with the Afrnican
ortrich, hut it was an honor tothe island
fauna

" e oueht to take it alive!” satd Wailcox.

“Hather' gald Rervice,

"“That wiil not be easy,” said Cross.

“We'll try,” rand Enant.

‘ihe bird could not escape, hecause its
wings did not allow it to nise to tho level of
the ground, and sts lexi could not get a
footing on the vertical walls, Wilcox was
conssquently obliged to slip down into tho
pit at the risk of receiving afew blows from
tho bird’s beak, which might wound him
severely. Howover, as he managed to
throw Lis coat over the bird, so as to mutiie
it head, ho cscaped unharmed; and ft was
easy for hun w tle its lews, with twoor three
pockethandkerchiefs tied end to end, and
then with a strong pull all together the
ostrich was haaled up to the bank,

“Now we havo got it,” gaid Wohn,

"And what shall wo do with it?"” asked
Cross,

“1hat is stiplo enough.” satd Nervice,
who was nover at aloss  “We will take 1t
1o the cave, we will tame 1t, and we'll use
it to nde upon. Pl look after it. like mny
friend Jack 1 tho Swiss Familv Robinson.”

That it was posstblo to uso the ostrich in
this fashion was douhbtful, notwithstanding
the nrocedent cited by Sorvica; but as there
was no dificulty i taking 1t to the cave,
this was done.

When Gordon saw the nandu arrive he
was a little wlarmed at having another
mouth o fced, but bothinking himself that
tho bird wad 8 vogetarian he gave it 2 cor-
dial welcome. Asto the youngsters, they
were dehightoed to be near the bind-not too
near, however—-aftor it had been tied un
with a lonr line. And when thoy heard
that Rorvice intended to train 1t for riding,
the made kim promise to give them a
ameunt.

Y es, 1f you aro very good, habies,” said
Bervico. whoin the youmgsters alroady
dooxad tipon as a hero,

* We are sure to be that,”” said Costar,

“What, you. Costar!” said Service; “you
daning to rido this terriblo animal ™

“Behind you-and holding on to you,
Yes'™

“Doyon remembor how you felt when
¥ou were on the hack of the turtle?”

*I'bat is not the same thing,” said Cos-
tar. “This thing doosn’t go into the water.”

‘* But it goes mnto the air!” said Dole,

And the twae little fellows walked off to
think ahout this

As may be nnagined, as soon as they got
thiny~ in order at tha cave, Gordon and his
comrudes had organized the daily hfein a
regular way. giving overy one semething to
ao,and {aking particular care that thelittle
ones were not left to thomselves. They, of
eourso, asked {or nothing better than to he
soL to work as far as their strength per-
mitted, but why shouid they nnt continue
the lessous they hud begun at Charman's
gchool !

*Wo have the books to hielp us go qn with
the work,” smd Gordon. “And what we
have Jearnca wo can teach, and {t is only
xight wo should give our little {riends the
Benofit of it "

“Yes,” answored Briant, “and if we Jeavo
tho isiand and get back to our friends we
can show them that wo have not wasted
any time

It was agreed that a scheme of work
should be drawn up, and that, after it had
been submitted for general anproval, it
should te scrupulousty adhered to. During
the winter thore would ho many days
when soma of the hoys would not he able to
go out, and it wasdesirable that they should
bs profitably esuployed But the smaliness
of the cave was a great inconvenience, and
it was resolved to et to work forthwith to
inoiease its dumensions.

CHAPTER X1L
THE COLONY At ROSY TUE LAKE.

‘The boys Liad often looked along tho cliffs
§n the hope of finding another cave., If
they had discovered one thev would have
uscd it as a general store for what had now
to bo lefrout s theopenair. Butthosearch
had been in viin, and thev had to 1eturn to
the schumne of enlarging their dwelling-
place by diggime mto the walls

The bad weather had ser 1na weck be-
foro. Violent storms had swepnt across the
4sland, Lut tho c¢ave had not had to face
them. owing 1o 1ts Iying north and south,
Tharain amd snow passed away ovoer the
crest of the ¢hiff. The sportsmen had to
Jeave the gate alone i the vicimty of tho
lako, and the ducks, snive, labwing, rail,
©oot and pigeon remained undisturbed The
lake and tho river had not yot baon frozen,
but it onlv required a qmot night when the
first dsv cold would suceecd the storm far
them to be coverad with 1o

The work of enlaring the cave could
thus be conventent!y hegun, and u start was
made on the 271h of May.

The richt wall was tirst attacko:!,

“1f we diw on the slant,” sawd Briant, “we
may come out by the lnke side, and so get a
socond entrance. ‘That would pive us a
better loohout, and i#f the bad weather kopt
us in onono side we mght got out on the
other.”

For three days from the 27th to the 30th
of May. the wotk went on favorably. 1he
friable hlmestone could ba cut with a kmfe,
woodwork hud to bs wed to support the
roof of tha gallery, but that was eastly man-
aged. lherabinih was taken ontside so as
Bot to encumbet the tloor of the caves

The work_of boning advanced gradually
and not withoot many a stoppage 1o sound
and make sure that prosress was safe |our
or nve feer had beon excavated when, in
she afteinoon of the :oth, something very
une pectad happened

Briaut, on hys kueos in the hole like o

ower i a coal mine, thought he heard a
shight nose in theiaterior o1 the rou k.,

He stopved his meking and bstened,
Azamn the sound reached bis oar,

To ret out of the hois and tell Gordon and
Bater, who wero standiug at the entrance,
was the work of an instant,

It an alluston ' sald Gordon. “'Yem
{masined soa heard it °

“fake v oace thou; put your ear to the
wall amd hsten

Gordon got 1nto the Lole and stayed thers
a few minutes

“Youare richt ' said he, ] hear a sort of
distant giowhpe ¥

Baxtor went in and coufirmed tis

*Whnt can 1t e ™ ho ashea

¢ 1eaunot thinh,” said ¢ordon. * We must

Donaxan ami the others’
‘Not the roungsters,” said Briant; *1t
wouid gne them A ~oare
butas they all came into dinner at the
monrent, the secrot conld not Le ket

Ilonagan, Wilcox, Webb and Garnett, one
afte. ‘he other, went nto the cavily anda
listoned. But the sound had ceased pro.-
ably for they heard nothing, and con.
gl&dcd that their comrades had bDeen mis-

cn,

AMistako or no mistake. it was resolved to
continue the work, ana as scon &s the meal
was over tho dwging recommenced  Dur.
ing the afterncon no mowse wus heard, but
about +o'clock in the evening the srowihng
was distinetly heard throush the rock,

Fan rag 1uto the hola and immediataly
came out again with unmistakable signs of
rritation her cowt Lristhng, ¢ er hibs show-
ung her teeth, and barkivg loudly. asifan
rephs to the growhing in the rock.

And then the alarm  mugled with sar
10, that the smatier boys had hitherto
gl\-. uave place to ygentle fear. In vamn

riant inmed 10 sooths Dole, tostar, and
even.denkins and lverson, until ho at last
got them to bed and to slesp. .

Gordon and the others continued to dis-
cuas this strange phenowmenon. fvery Now
and then the growhng would be heard, and
¥an would reply to 1t with a loud bars.
Fatiguo at last overcame them, and they
:m!xt 1:0 bog llﬂl&.;:“flbi:im‘ !mx nd;I’:o 10

atch and ull dayiizht vrofound silence
Seigned 1n French Den.

All were un early next morning. Baxter
and lonagan crawled to the end of the
hole  Nosound could be neard. 1he doz
ran to and fro without showing any un-
caniness, and made no attempt to dash her.

i relt against the wall as she had done the

sight belere,

' 1ot us resume work.” said Briant,

“Yes,” raphed Iaxter, *Ihere will al.
ways be time o leave off if we hear any
suspictons noise.’”

* I8 1t not possible,” said Donagan, “that
the growling was simply a epring in the
rock?’

‘Then we shonld hear it now,” said Wil.
cox ‘and we don'l."”

‘ That 18 80.” sanl Gordon. *T think it
more hkely 1o have coine from the wird in
some ti~suro leading dows from the top of
the onfL” .

"It us go up on the top and see,"” said
Service,

1 he vroposition was agreed to. )

About H0 yards away there was a winding
pPath. glving easy access Lo the summit of
the il fna few miautes Baxter and two
or tiee others were walking up 1t over
French Den, Their journcy was useless,
I he ridge was «lothed with short, close
herbage, and no fissure was discoverable by
which a current of air or a stream of water
could find1ta way in, And when the boys
got Jdown again they knew no more about
the strange phenomeuon than the youms-
sters, who were explaining it to themseives
as being supernatural

Ihe work of dwzging the hale was re-
suraed and continued to the end of the day.
There was no repetition of the noise of the
evening befoie, but Baxter examined the
wall, and found that it sounded hollow.
Was the tunnel going to end in a cave’
Was 1t in this cave that the Imysterious
sound had arisen? ‘lbere was nothing
madmssible 1 the hypothosis of u

second  excavation contiguous to the
cavern in which they were working,
and it 1] hoped  that

e
such a thing existed. as it would greatly re-
duce the labor of cnlargement. Ag may ne
imagined, the boys worked with extraordi-
nary ardor, and tiie day was oue of the
most tiring they had yet experienced. Ney-
erthelesy, it would have passed without ad-
venture had not Gordon noticed that thae
dog bad disappoared,

Generally #t meal times Fan was to be
found near her master’s seat, but now her
vlace was empty. )

They calle't Fan, Fan did not answer.

Goidon went to the door. le cailed her
again. Complete silence.

Donagan and Wilcox wont out, one along
the bank of the stream, the other along the
shore of the lake—but they found mo trace
of the dogz

In yain was the search extonded for a few
hundred yards round French Den. Fan
was not to be found.

1t was avident that the dog was not
within call, for 1f she had been, she would
have answored. flad she strayed away?
That was unlikely, Had she parished in
the Jlaws of some wild beast? That was
possible, and 1v was the best expjanation
of her disapnearance that was offered

1t was 9 o'clock at pight. Thick darknoss
enveloped the cliff and the lake. ‘Lhe
search had to e given up,

The hoys went back to the cave. They
wers uneasy, and not only uneasy but
grisved to tinnk that the dog had vanished,
perhaps foraver.

Some stretchod themsalves on their beds,
other sat round the table, not thimking of
sleon. Itseemed that they were morealone
than ever, mors forsaken, more removed
from the country and their friends.

duddenly 1n the silence the noise broke
out afresh. Thiy time there was a long
how], and a cry of pain lastine for nearly a
minute,

1t 18 from over there, over there, that it
comes,” exclaimed Briant, rushing to the
tunnel.

They all roso as 1f waiting for_an_ap-
vanuon. Terror had reized upon the llt.t{)e
ones, who hid themselves under the bed-
clothes.

W lien Briant came back he said :

‘' There must be a cavern bevond, the
entrance to which 13 at the {oot of the cliff.”

“And 1 which it 18 probable that aui.
mals tako skeiter durning the might,” added
Gordon, .

“‘Lhats it,” said Donagan. *“And tomor-
row wo must try and find 1t,”

At tins moment a bark was heard, and
then a howhng. 'I'he sound came from the
interior of the rock,

‘Can Fan be there!” asks Wilcox, “and
fightig with some animal?”

Briant went back iuto the tunnel and
listened with his eir against the wall,
But there was nothing more. Whether
Fun was there or not, 1t was evident that
tLere must be 2 second sxcavation whicn
ought to communicate with the exterior,
piobably by some gup in the thicket of
brushwood.

The meht passed without either barking
or howling being again heard.

Next morning tho search was begun at
break of day, but with no wore resuit than
the day before. li'nn.soulzht,torand shouted
for all over the neighborheod, did not come

ack
Briant and Baxter took turns at the dig.
ging  Pickaxe and shove) were kept con-
stantly at work, Duriog the morning the
tunne! was made two feet longer. From
ume to time the boys stopped to listen, but
nothing could they hear,

Atter dinner the diggipz began again.
Precaunions wars taken in case a blow of
the mekave knocked through the wall and
gave passags to an anunal. The younger
hoys were taken out to the pank of the
river, Gunan hand, Donagan, Wilcox and
‘\\'pbh stood ready for anything that might
1appen

About 2 o'clock Brnant suddenly ex-
claimed. [is pickaxe had gone through
the hunestona, which had fallem in and lolt
a good-s17ed hole,

hinmediately he roturned to his comrades,
who could only think—

But before they had time to open their
mouths an animal rushed down the tunnel
and loaped 1nto the cave. -

it was I'un!

[coNTINUED TOMORROW.]
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rocks among which, as B%v‘&“ found, |
RIFT IN THE PACIFIC; jEaifibeszsso..
the wes
’ ‘b.::r t‘h‘a'z‘:-;.:l‘n’; Ba.udoin'n map showed

pg. 6

no fanda fn that direction. And Brisnt con.

——OR—— ¢ tented himself with naming the gap in the

coast Deception bay.
"l,ome."':ald he, " it s not from this side

The Strange Adventures of a Schoolboy Grew, rosiais:miwifiztionme

By JULES VERNE. to start ut once

CHAPTER XIIL.—CoNTINCED,
Yes. Fan, whoss first action was 10 rush to
s bowl of water and dr sk creelily. Then
sbe waazed her tsil without showing
the Jeast anger, and began to jump abontin
front of Cordon. Evidentiy there wasio
danger.

Iriant then took a lsntern and entered
the tungel, (ordon, Denagan. Wilcox.
Baxter and Moko followed him. Hoon
they wers through the hole and in the mid-
dle of tha gleomny excavation, to which no
Jight from the outside penetrated,

1t was & second cave, of the same height |

and width as French Den. but longer, and
tho floor was coverad with fine sand for an
area of about 50 square yards,

Ax the cavity seemed to have mo com-

munication with the exterior, it was to bs

feared that the air was »ot fit to breathe,
But. as the famp in the lantern burned
clearly, there must bn some opsning to ad-
it the awr. §f not, how could Fan have
got in?

Wilcox rudden)v kicked his foot against
s body. which. feeling with his hand, he
found to be cold and motionleas.

Briant approache with a fight.

It 18 tho corpse ot a jackal.” sald Baxter.,

“Yes! A jackal that our brave Fan has
killed,” said Briant,

“And that explans our difliculty.” safd
Gordon,

Jut if one or many fackals had made this
thelir haunt. how had they got in? The en-
trance conld not bo found.

Brisnt then roturned into French Den,
and came out and ran alonk the chiff by the
#lde of the lake As fio ran he shouted, apd
tho boys in the cave reniled. In this way
he found a narrow entrance among the
bushes and level with the ground, through
whicts the jackal had found admission.
Butaince Fan had followed them a {al) had
tafien place and shut up the opeming, This
was soon found cat and cverything was
exnlained, the howhng of the jackal and
the barking of the dog, who for 24 hours
had found it imnpossible 1o gat out.

Vigorously they sotto work to make the
tunnel o practicablo ganeway. To the
seconid exeavation thev gave the nameo of
the “‘ball,’ and it dimensions usutierd
them m doing so. It would do for the dor-
mitory and workroom, while the first cave
would serve as kitchien and refectory; but
as they intended to make it a general maga-
7ine, Gordan pirovosed to call it the “'store.
roomn,’ and his suggestion was adonted.

Soun they set to work to shift the bedsand
arrungo thems symmetrically on the sand of
thae hall, where there was plonty of 100m for
them ‘Then the turniture of the scheonuer,
the couchies, arm-chairs, tables, cuplonrds,
etx, ete, and—what was very important—
the stoves fron the yacht's day and night
saloons wero put in position. Attho same
time the entrance on the lake side was
cleared out and enlurged so as to fit one of
the schoonai's doors -a sob which cost Bax-
ter a good deal of trouble. On each sido of
the door two noew apenings v. 6re made 80 a8
ogive light uniil the evening, when a lame
hung from the centre jHluminated the cave,

‘Jodoall this took a fortmight, and it was
not finished any too soun. The weather had
begun to change, It was not us yet very
cold, but the weather had become 50 vio-
lent that outdoor cxcursions wero not to be
thought of, .

In fact, such was the force of the wind
that the waters of the lake were lashed into
waves as if it yere o soa, Tho waves bioke
angrily on the beach, aud assuredly n fish-
inyg boat or wild man's pirogue would have
sought to cross it 1 vain, The yawl had
beens dragged ashore to save its beihg
washed away. At times the waters of the
stream wore held back vy the wind and
overtlowed the bunks., Fortunately neither
the storeroom nor tho hall was direct!y ex-
posed to the fury of the sale, which Blew
{rom the west, and the stoves and cooking
apparatus worked adnurably, being fad with
dry wood, of which awmple vrovision had
been gathorod.

When things were falrly iu order Gordon
proposed drawing up a programing, towhich
all wouald have to subnit when it had been
approved by all. How long was their stay
to be on this island? When thoy came to
leave it. would 1t not be a satisfaction to
think that the tune had Rot been wasted?
With the books from tho schooner’s hbrary
tho biswer boys could increase their knowl-
edge nt tho same time as they taught the
younger obes. An excollént task, which
would usefully and agreeably occupy the
long bours of wiunter.

However, before the programime was
finished anotlLer measure was adopted,
under the following circumstances:

On the night of June 10, aiter supper, all
were 1 the hall, seated round the stove,
when the conversation turned on the
chance that offered to give nawes to the
chief geographical portions of the island.

*“Ihat would be verv useful.” said Briant.

“Yesq, lot's have names,’” sald lverson,
“and let us have good vnes.”

“‘§.et us do the sauie as has been done by
otlier Crusoes, real or imaginary,” said

au

“And in reality,” said Gordon, “we are
pothing more than—

*A Crusosschool!" interrupted Service.

“Bosides,” continued Gordon, *‘with
namis given to the bLay, tho stream, the
folest, the lake, the clitl, the marshes and
capes, we shall find it easter to iflentify
than,"”

The motion was consenuently ndopted at
onts and there was nothing left 10 do but
to think of suitalile dasignntions.

“We have Schooner bav, on which the
Yoacht was wreckeu,” saud Donaxan, “and
thiuk we might as well kosp up the numeo
woure used to.”’

“Right you ure,” said Cross.

“And {n_the sawoe way we'll keop up the
name of French Den for onr cave, in mam.
?ji of poor Baudein, whose placo we have

aken

Fherd was no abjection to this proposal,
oven {row i'onagau, aithough the sugges-
tion came from lirant.

‘And now.’ sata Wilcox, “what shall we

g.\u_"}he miver which ons into Schooner !
a

Zealand river,” said Baxter; “tho name
will remind us of our country.”

CAgroed  Agtecd!”

Carried unanimousty.

*And the luke - asked Garnett,

“As you gave the name of Zenland to the

iver 1n memory of your country.” satd

Jouagan, you might as well cail the lake

amily lake, in memory of your relatives.”

This was also agread to without a dis.
sentient: and in the same wav the name of
Auckland hill was civen 1o the oliff. ‘The
cape at the end whence Briant thought he
had seon the sea to the eastward was called
&t his mﬂmsuon False Yoimt.

The other names adovled. one after the
other, wern: Trap woods for the part of the
forest where the trap had been found: Bog
woods. for the other vart batween sSchooner
Bay and the chifis, South Moors for the
marsh covering the whole of the south of
tho island: Dike cresk for the Lrook im
which theyv had found the canseway: Wreck
coast (or the coast on which the yacht had
come ashore. Lame Terrace, {or "the space
between the banks of the river und lake
where the Ramas on the brogramme were to
tako place

But what of the island? The 1land
wantoq naming in 118 turn—

“tiore! Here! 1&nuw what to call it
said Costar. .

*You Know. do voul"” said Douagan.

"“You are getting on, little Costar.” said
Qarnett, .

“Of course you'll call it Baby lsland?”
said Servica i

“Come. don’t chaff hin " said Briant,
let us hear wnat ho has tosay.’

T'he little fellow did notapeak,

k up. Cestar.” said Briant, "I'm sure '

TR2pea . . b
your 1des is a good oge, \What 1 it?”

*\Vell,” sa1a Costar, “"as we all came from
Charman’s school, we ought to call it Chas
waa leland!

Fban this they could not do better, and
the mame was received with mevoral ao-
mauso;which mado Coatar feal quite im-

vorian
Charwan island! Really the mame had
tha true geoxrapbical ring aboutit, and
weuld not aisxrace any atiss
ceremony being at an easd—tothe
genoral satisfaciien—the time had comoe to
f: ‘lo btid.when Briant begged to be allowed
voak, . \
‘. y fnends.” he said. “now that we have
namued ourisiand, is 1t not Htting that we
sLiould choose a chief to rule 1t
sAtchief? asked Donagan.,
Yes. Itseems to mo that things wonid
7O Letter.” conmued Nriant. *if oue of as
4d guthority over the others. \What is
done im every other country ought we not
w doin Amu‘nul; |alla‘\entd‘."' S Bieft"
a8, chiet! as have a chief!™
lsidlha Iittle aud bug together,
Lot us have a chivl.” said Donagan,“but

eat.” replied Moko.

: Ruh';."ed said Brant., “but be quick.
When can we get back up the river?”

**1f you want to go by tins tide, you ought

“That is_1mpossible. Imust have a good
look round the borizon from some high
point.”

Bt
*Then we shall have to wait for the next
on conaitfon that it is oply for & stated time tide, and that means 10 o'clock tonight.”

~-u jear {or example— tonu h
‘And ope who can be re-clected,” added ms%{f_?'n’;‘;‘éa:‘ﬁ:}gn:" travel during the

Ariant, ; No." said Moko, "and there would be no
g;r;“ 5‘;’,‘,‘ '.,,}‘.2,1’,, {2,,12“"”?" asked Dona-  gupger. for we shall have th? moon. Be-
4 K sides, the course of the river i3 sostraight
And it seemed thal the jealouslad had lhdast wo Can sieer the boat with an oar all
only one fear, that in spite of him the 104t “And if the siream meets us we can

choice of his compamons weula fall on
Briant. ife was quickly undecelved, row up or if it J8 too stroug we canrun

M n
“Who st to be?” repiied Briant, “Why ashore and wait till it 1s day.

“Then let 1t Le 80,” said Eriant, * and now
"":,’, wisest of us, 10 be sure—our {r1end GOT- | we have 12 hours before us ist us make the

“Yes! Yes' Hurrah for Gordon!” most of them 'Ofaﬂpleﬁ:‘" °{§,”’{’h’:"3£.;,"
And that s how Gordon was proclaimed w,’,’;’,},"‘iﬁ,“{{.}’,‘imn' Was tfggv as clear ag
chief of the little colony of Charman Island. ! conid be Any land within saven or eight

It was now unearly 10 months since the iles would certainly have been noticeable,
" boys hiad been wrec{rd anJ thrown on tins m" here was snothing in that direction.

1sland, 1800 leagnes away from New /sea- | 8ea and the unbroken line
land. During thig time their position had 3,\0"",?“ I_mt the

grajually 1mproved, and it seemed as For an hour Briant, Jack and Moko con-
thouxh mow thoy were at Jeast secure 6f Lhe | sinued to look around them and they were
necessaries of life. abont to des end tothe beach azain hen

sut an exploring expedition was urgently Ko stretched out his hand to
called for 3,0t toexp'ore the whol of the e{]‘; nnrsll:g(:’sgﬂsynd asiked :

unknown territor es of Charman island, but “*\Yhat is that””"

those only to the east of Family lake. 1 y is gl
these consist of fotest mar b or sand hills? sp%{i?x;ﬁitc);?g&:m his ilastes fo beat on the

Had thes any new recources which might | ™4")4116 aLove the horizon was a whitish
M: )‘:xlé,(illa‘;fllirinnt had 3 talk with Gordonon 'Fm:j ‘lh“: the (:;le “{gg';," have ’;“k(’? for &
81 a 8ar
tho wabiect, treatiag 18 from n new point of | Cleud hiad not the sky been quite clear at
glagses for a long time, and announced that
1t remained stationaiy, and its form did not

view

*Although Bandoin’s map may be fairly
cgrre{at," satd ho." it is td”“mil:}e }.hav. we | clter.
should explore the eastern side for our- . "
Soive . We hava good glasses, which Bau- “ié (']?mﬂ?sg ilé'i"fa" l;'(l"‘ﬁf‘;lhl:‘tag‘(‘lna b::'ou}::
do.n did not have and who knows if wo tsin would hot look like that.’
migght not see land that he could not? Hia

. Soon all three were back at the mouth of
map makes Charman island a :olitaty one. | . e
an4 1t may not be 8o.” Fast river. where the yawl was moored,

o Jack collected some dry wood from under
. Alwavs the same iden,” said Gordon, | inq trees, and then be highted the tire while
n:v?:l"’you are miserable at not getting M;r\ko co'okmg u:]e rﬁast &'"I';amo“s' o "

v N 4 t 7 o'clock Jack an TIalt were walk.
sarp S A L hoart, Lam sure you focl the | i wlons W boach watimg for tho tide to
1o et home azarh 8% 8000 a8 pPosaible?"! turn, and Moko had gone off up the niver

Ce LRI B H 5 vank 1n search of a stone pine {rom which
an x‘,’udit';::]d.,"‘"““- ‘we will organize | 1,5 thought lie would like & few fruits.

Hh When he, returned to the mouth of the
m;t?q,expedmon io which we can all take | ;iyar {"“h de begun to do'sl? ;p" é;}'{}y
ATt out-at vea the waves were still ligh v
No. Itseemstome that six orseven of tllle ’“ta‘}“s of _tém pun but the shore was
ot . plinpeed in semni-darkness,
. \I\I'IIM wgu]ddbe too many.” on hen Moko renched th boeat, Briant and
e b 0 s e Sako in the yawl, | T brother had pot returned. As they could
and, 10 4o that, anly iwo or three need g0 | Roaut therm o | ° Wod Il DO way gnxious

;. Aud who will havechaiwe of the yaw!?" | 'yy' he was surprised to hear a violent
m,.‘;“’ke“-'; s Briaon, “1:130‘:8“‘3;'3 g*mt‘lg sobbing, and then the sound of a loud voice.

ag It was Briant’s,

aboutit. With the sail if the wind 18 fair, \Wera th a 2

and with the two oars, il 1t 13 azainst us, we | gid not .,;3{,’;‘,’;‘{?,"’;}: o}“x;‘g,’,‘g:ﬁon’;“{hg
mizht easily manage the five or six iniles

acro-athe lake and raach the watercourse }’ﬁ:ﬁﬂ{‘,{;‘{,;‘;ﬁgﬂ the rocks which shut in

which accoriding to the map. runs through 3
the eastern forest, and we could go down m&uddenly be saw something which made

m hatt,
that to ity mouth.” Jack was on his knees before Brant, H
Agrerd 1 aporove of your idea. But ¢ elore brian 4
who will go with Moko?” seemed 1o ie pleading with him. to be

Twill,1or 1 did not take part in the sxpe. Rf,'fﬂnfuf,o{,g::gw‘ And his were the sobs
x’?mox: t% th}: north of the luke. It is v | "'Tiia cabin boy would have ran back, but
uin to be of use,” . it was too [ate, He had heard and nuder-

na i 1 “ 3

1o bo of uce!” said Gordon. “Have vou | 5innd, He knew now what Jack had done,
not baen of great use? Have you notdone {and what he had just confossed, and why
more thau anv of the athers .+ | Briant was exclaiming: ’

“Waell, wo have all done our duty,” 8aid | ““You stunid Loy It was you—yon who
Eriant. *'So it 18 agreed then?” ... | @1dit! You are the causs!”

‘Yes, 1818 afreud. But who 13 to go with *Forgive me! forgive me!”
you? 1shonld net pronase Jonagan, foryou | That is why you keep apart from the
donot got on well together. ‘ » | rest! Thatis whv you are afraid of them!

Oh! 1 would auree to that willingly,” i Afay they never know! No! Nota word—
sard Briant, “Donagan is zot n bud-hearted | nor'a word—to any one " <
feliow, 1fe 18 bravo, he s «lever, and wore [~ Moko wounld have 21ven much not to have
1t not for his envious cha-acter he would be | ynown the seciet. But to pretend not to
a capital companion. Bedides. he will erad- | xnow it now he was face to face with Briant
gg{u‘rwr.«l)ro:z)n p‘;blil!ll:;a 2013?5'111'15 1 Gagbf 4o | woula néver do. #And a few minutes after

h VS orward hefore ¥ d him o
any one, and we shall end, I am sure, 1n g(l,:‘ttds‘.wv;‘l\lle(hglg“f:ind him alone by the
bcmzﬂ:hok best frrlend‘s n th:hwoxzd. Blut] “I averheard—"
was thinkmg of quite another travelling | o " gai L 5
com,?njl‘ox)n»-”‘?" 'as“:]ggfk.",hmd Briant: “you know that it
*Who is tha m - s

‘ My brother Jack ” said Briant. %I Fen -%Sﬁ':‘;‘ﬁl e ﬁ?ﬁsf&rﬁivv%lmgi?"
more and moie _ansious about him. “Perhaps,” said Moko, ~In any eas
Evidentlv he has dune sometling wrong | patter shey should knotw nothing. I'll k 50
which ho wil not tell us. Porhapsif he | gitence, you mas depend. & eep
glntds hi'r'n:el( alone with me on this expe- ' + dep . [Au!

100~

*‘That is so, Briant. ‘Take Jack and begin lcoNTINURD MoNRAY
your preparations at once,”’

‘they will not take long.” answered
Briant~_“We shall not be away more than
two or three days.”

\Vhen the others heard the news of the
nrojegted exReglmon. Donagan was very
vexed at not being allowed to take bart in
| 1t and went to Gordon, who explained that

only three boys wera wanted to dowhat was
to be done. that theidea was Briant’s, whose
businaess it was to sau it through, etc.

When Moko lheard that he was 2oing to
change his employinent as mastor-cook for
that of master-mariner he made no secret of
his gratincation  “lowo with Briant was an
additional pleasure. His substitnte would
naturally be dervies, who revelled in the
1dea that he wonld be able to roastand stew |
as he liked without any ene to overlook ,
tim. And Jack seemeod not atall unbappy
at having to leave I'rench Den for a day or
two with his brother.

‘The yaw! was got ready. She was rigzed
with a httle latesn sail, which Moko bent
and furled, Two guns, three revolvers
ainmunition in suflicient quantity, three
travelling Wwraps, piovisions,  waterprool
capes 1n case of rain, two oars with a pair to
spare. such was 1hie outfit re ymred for the
short, trip -without forgettimk the copy
which had heen made of Bandoin’s map in
which the new uames were written as they
were given.

On Feb, 4, about 8 o'clock in the morn-
ing Briast,Jack and Moko bade goodby to
their comrades and embarked. It was a
splendid morning, with a light wind fiom
the southwest. The sml was set and
Moko took the belm, leaving Briant to
look after the sheet. The surface of the
lake was rippled by the intermittent breeze,
and this the yawl felt more as she got
furcher out. \

1t was nearly ¢ o'clock when the yawl
neared the shore at the footof a bank, nbove
which &pread the cluswnng branches of
green onks and sea pines. The bank was
too high for the boys to land and they had
to colm;t alonyg for half a mils orso to the
north.

**I'iare 1s the river marked on the map,”
said Brignt, poiniing to an_opening 1 the
}.‘lnml‘ kthmugh which tlowed (he waters of

16 lake. ‘

*Woll,” said Moko, “I think we ought to
giveita name.”

“All right” said Briant, “'let us cail it
East river. as it tlows to the east.”

* ‘That will do.” saia Moko. "Andnow we
have only toget into the siream and dnft
down {t.! ¢

“We will do that tomorrow, Moko, We
had better camp here. We ecan start at
dnwn tomorrow and explore both banks of
the river,”

“Shall we go ashore?” asked Jack.

“Oh yes,” said Briant, "'and camb unaer
the trees.” . .

‘The boss took the boat inte s little cresk
and scrambled out on to the bank. They
meorea the yawl tos stump and took out of
her the arms and provisions. A good tire of
dry wood was lizhted at the footof a large
wroen oak and they bad a meal of biscuir
and cold meat and were uot at all sorry to
set 1o sleap.

*Come, wake up: lot us be moving.” said
! Briant, who was the fust to awake ats
o'clock next mornimg. And 1 a few min-
utes all thres were back i the boat and out
in tlhe stream M . the tid

‘I he current was rather strong—the tide
had turned sbout halt an hour vefore- and
the oars were not needed. Briant and Jack
ware in the bow of the yawl, while Moko,
with one of 1the oars out astern, kept the
voat in'midstream,

“Iv s hikely.” said Moko, "that we
shall get down to the sen in one tide if East
river 1s only six miles louw, as the current is
much stronger than jn /esland river,”

‘Lot us bone so0,” said Briant  **When we
come tick we may bave 10 take two or
three tides.” ,

“thar may be,” said Moko, “'and if you
like wo canstart with the next tide."”

“Yes,” said Bnant, “'as soon as we have
sesn that there 14 po land to the eastward.”

The hoys were I1n a forest, in whioh tha
vegetation was very thick. the trve being
similar to those 1n Trap \Woods with this
differsnce, the green-oaks, cork-oaks, pines
and furs were in the mnxorlt¥.

Among othera~although his knowledge
of botany was much less than Gordon's—
Briant recoznized & cartain_tree which he
had seen in Now ealand, The hranches of
this tree spread ontipumbrella shape quite
80 feas above the ground. ara bore conicul
raits thres or fourinches long pointed at
the end, and covered with ghitiering scales.
| oTnatisastong oine.” said briani,

. "It s0,”” said Moko, "let .us stop fora
minute or two It will be worth while.”

A movement of the oar steered the yaw! |

into the lef{t hank. Briant and Jackiumped
_out. A {ew minutes afterwards they came

back with an armful of the fruits each of

which contained w xernal of oval forw, |
coated with a thin skin, and tasting hke a |
hazelnut. 1t was s valuable tind for the
gourmands of French l)en. and 1t was al<o
valuable—as Gordon told Brjant on his re-
turn—-on aoccount of the oil that the fruits
yislded,

‘Towards 11 o’clock the trees bezan to oren
ont. Here and ,lthere little gapsand glades

I
|

werd moticed. The breeze was more and
more impreznated with a saline odor indi-
calmz uia tel}-mbe essdo( thle s%a. ' A fow
minutes latsr. bevond a clumb of superb
creen oaks. a bluish lins appeared. It was
the liorizon,

‘The yawl still drifted down with the tide,
but more slowly now tham at first._ The abb
was hardls wrceruble now and East river
had becomns nearly 30 feet wide. !

‘They reached the rocks Ly tho seashore;
Moko steered the boat into the left bank,
and then carrying the grapnel to land, he '
stuck it Brmly mto the gronnd.

Here was quite & dufe:ent stata of affars
from that on the others s13v of the 1sland. it
was a deep bav. but instead of the wide
saudy beach and liveof reefs and lofty cliffs

.as on Wroek Coast, there was a mass
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By JULES VERNE.

CHAPIER X1
A VONMAS,

Daring the first week of July the river he.
gantofreeze A fow fcebergs formed in
F¥omily luke toated fown with the current.
In & short timg they becama hicared
togethor a litde below French Den, and
formad an jce park., above which the
tmonth waleg soon bore g thick cnat of i1co,
Ihe cold continued and therurfaceof t e
lake was frosen, and alter ashort spell of
seualis which checked the freesing sume-
what, the wind shifted round to the sonth.
west, the sky eleared, and the temperature
sunk below zero

The last year's programme of work was
adopted,
cessor in command, kept hik position  with-
out any abuse of authority, The boys
obeyed him cheerfully, and Gordon helped
snuch by setting an e> ample of obedignre.
Donagtan and his partisang showed no £1.:n8
of sctna! jusuboraination ‘They oceupled
thainselves In their aally task of Jooking to
their traps and nets und  snares, and kept
murh to themsolses, talking togetner in a
Jow volre, and rarelv jomming in the general

conversation. Were they cocaged n
some piot? That would he scon in
time, Bot no complamt could at pre-

sent be made of them, and ¥riant had no
cause to interfrro  He coutinued to tieat
them with jusiice, and took the mote diti-
cult and unpleasant tasks on himself ana
nig brother, who now nivallen bim in veal,
Gordon soon noticed the chanue that was
takiog placo 1o Jack’s character, and Moko
paw with pleasure that, simce his®explana-
tion with his brother, the [ittle fellow took
part more frequently in the staincea of g
comrades.

‘The Joug hours that tho cold obliged them
to spend in the cave were occupied instudy,
Jenkins, fverson, Dole and Costar ot on
wonderjully. [n teaching them, tho bicgger
Loys could not help teaching themselves,
During the long evenings reading’ were
mado from books of travel, which Sex;vicc.
for one, did not find qufte us entertaining
as “"Robinson Crusoe.” Frequently Gar-
nott's accordeon would give forth 1ts
exasperatin-; harmonies, as tho unhanpy
meoelomaniac worked 1ts bellows tothe verge
of ruin. And the boys would sing songs,
and always manage to have a chorus, And
then, the concert ended, all would goto
bed.

On the morning of Oct. 14, the winter
having passed in dissensions, Donegan and
Ins friends were off ut dasbreak along the
shors to the northward  For three miles or
more the masses of rock fav stiewn between
the forest and the soa. leaving at their base
a sandy strip about a hundred feet wide, 1t
was noon when the last rock was reached
and a halt made for lnuch.

Close by a streamn ran into the bay, b:tas
it iowed from northeast to northwest, it ap-
peared not to como from the lake. The
waters 1t brought down from the norihern
part of the island tlowed into the sea
through a nsirow gully, and Donauan
named 1t North creek, for it was not wortl;
callimg ariver.

A fow strokes of the paddle sent ths india-
rubler Loat neross it, and then the bowvs
cont naed thoir way along1ts bank., It was
about 3 wu'clock. In tollowing the creek
l.onagan had feen thrown hick towards
the northwest moie than he cared for, ang
was about to «trnike oft to the north, when
Cross sud-ienly shouted

“Look. Donngan, look!"

And with his hand he pointed to a large
reddish masy that was moving under the
tices between tho long grass and roeds of
the creck .

Ponacan pade a sign to Webb and wWil-
cox not Lo stir, and 2ccompamod by Cross,
w th his gun ready lor action, ho «hded off
stlently in pursuit of tho moving mass

It was & larzo wmimal, which would have
looked like a rlunocoros if it had hada
horn. and if it lower lip had been longer.

There wad the 18port of a gun, followerd
immediately by auother, Donagan and
Ciors had dred.  Lvidently at the distance,
abont 50 ymids, the vnllets had produced
noeffect on Lo thick skiv of the animal,
which sushed from the reeds and disap-
peared in the forest

Donngan recognized it 1t was an amphi-
biau, and perfectly mnoffensive, & brown-
coited "anta,” othorwise one of those huge
tapirs freauently mot with i the neichbor-
Liood of South Amer.can rivers. As vothing
could e dons with steh an animal, it
escape was not repietted, although the
spotisioen Were not particularly pieased,

Inthis partof the 1sland the f. rest was
very thuck, and astho beech tieos wers in
thousands, Domawan gave it the name o
Beech Forest, which took its place on the
map alongside thove of Bear Rock and Nortly
Cireek. alieady wiven

Af sount a8 the sun rose the bovs weie ofl.
There wore many reasons for not wasting
time. 1he weather gave signs of chang.
fug “Lhe wind, which blew from the west,
began to fieshen. Heavy clonds were rac-
ing ateng in the ofl ng, and they ware high
up in the sky. and it was houped that they
would not bring 14in. Facing the wind,
even if it blew a storm, wou'd not frighten
the eaploters, but a heavy sauall, with 1ts
urual accompantment of a deluge of 1ain,
would bave putan end to the expedition,
and forced thom to retuin to the shelter of
Bear Roek.

‘they pressed on then, although the wind
took them u tho flank. The day was avery
diranocablo one and evidently a bad night
was to tollow. A storm was coming on, and
at 5 o'cloek the roll of thunder was heard,
amid tho lhhtmue tlashes

‘L ha boys, although very vred, wore still
able to keon on ‘They wished to bave at

east a ghimgee of this tart ot the Pacttic
while there wasdayheht,  Was it & bound-
Jess s8a. or «nly a navtow channel soparat-
ing thoasland from a eontinent or unother
fsland? Such a guestion conld not fail 1o
interest them.

Suadenly Wilcox, who wasa hittle in ad-
vaneg, came to e halt and vointed to a dark
Wwass ou the edio of tho shore, Was it o
marine antmal some hage cetacsan, such
asa nhale, wrecked on the sonna? Wasit
not rather a Leat, which had been thiown
ashore atter drifting through the breakers?

it was a boat thrown on s starboard
suic. And beyand, near the hine of sea.

weed rolled up by tho tide, Wilcox pointed
out two badios on tho tench,

3 "“f"u' Webb wnd Ctess had at first
stovied, but without tlanking what thoey
were dotng thes ranupto the two bodies on
the sand - corpon perhapa,

Anc then sewzea with terror, and without
tinkma that aspark ol life wmght hnger.
amd hiat ther ammednte balp misht ve
necessary. they 1 ed for refugo uader tho
tees  lhoe mght  was  prowioe dark,
nithoush hehitod every now aud then vy
the nghtning tashes. ana m the darkness
tho Crowling of tho e ost giew Jogaer, as
did tho 1o ot the raginye sea. The trees
weoo beig brohen on all aides, not without
dangar to thuw shester ur tonoath them,
but 1o camp on the beach was 1apossible,
for tho sanmd driven by the wind, swept
thiersh the 3ir as an vollmys of wrape,
S lroushout the mght the L ovs remaned in
th's place without being able 1o close their
e)es tor un mstant. ‘The enld tortured thew;
crucHy . they were not able 1o lLIht u e,
for 1t would havo bebn blown about and
soattered al the 18k of burmnz the dead
branchies o tha ground.

The nrst streaks of the dawn appeared i
the east. the stonn eont.nued, and. as the
clouds wers 10W 0N OT The 503, FAlh Was [0 be
featod before they could get back to Bear
ik hariwor

But W fore ther statted they had to per
funin the List duty towands the stunwrecked
el Assaon as the varh morming baht
Liad penetiated the thi k meruime nysts 1
the ofing they wWent ount on the beaeh, strag.
fhag not withont ditheulty against the
biastsof thostotm. Cften they had to hold
tich other up 1o «uve themselvas {ron

'y Jown aever. The boat had besn left
Buat a low ridde ofsand, and the  coutd sea
by thotne of weed that the tids had nsen
and 1 awsed 11

Hint the two todies wers no lonzer there.

l‘!u- bout was empty.

nthectorn two names showed the shio
{:v‘;tmndm belensed and the port of res-

W TN bt

6re then the colontsts to pass another
¥ tulrron Charman island? \E‘ens lhou‘y fo
iave Lo fielp nefore then? Wers bot thess

Barix 01 ths Pacitic visited auring the sum-

Iinant, who was G- rdon’s suc-

mer By merchant vessels, and would they
tﬁo the siguai on the crest of Auckland
11"

The signal was, it i9true, hotsted only 200
fiet above the level of the 18land, and conld
notue seen over 8 very wido radius. And
alfter trying m vain with Baxter to devise
somne mort of boat which would Le sea-
worthy, Briant had npetaken himself to
tnking out some means of raising a signal
to a ureater hewht, e spoke of this often,
4n ' one day he asked Baxter if 3t wouid
1ot Le poesthle to uve a ate for the purpose,

it a4 sto mocame and the Kite would
bave been winashed if 3t had Leen let up in
such weathoer. jhis_was the same storm
which bad barst ou DNonagan and his com-
panions 1 the noithern part of the island
and cast the hoat and the shipwreacke
Americans on the rocks to which there was
afterwards given the name, Severn “hore.

On the Joth, alhouch the weather was
not storms, the wind was ton violent for the
k'te Ijut as the wind drobped in the after-
1,001t thers was good pmmlses'q( an attempt
bemnyg suecessful next day. This was tct,
17, an naportant date in the annals of
Charmao Island. .

Althourh it was Friday, Briant was not
superstitio: 8 enough 1o wait a da,.

f te 1inal preparations occum.cd the morn-
ng. At 1 50 the Kite was faid on the ground.
with ita lonf tail stretched out. and only
watting for Briant's signal to be held up
and started Jsut the signal he did not give.

At thut very mmoment ks attention had
been ealled off by Fans whoe had rushed off
into the forest and began to bark in such a
slrange plammtive way tbat every one was
surprised, "

“Whatis the matter with Fan?"” asked
Briant .

“Has she scented some animal n the

wood ¥
She wouldn’t bark Iike that.”

* No!

“Letus go and see,’” said Service.

Mot without sour weapons.”’ said Briant,

Cervice and Juck rao into the cave, and
camo lack with two loaded zuns,

: Now come,” said Briant,

srinnt and his companions had not gone
60 yatds before they saw the d g standig
1 front of a tree, at the foot of which was a
human form.

A woman lay there, stil) as if she were
dead, a woinan, whose clothes -gown of
some heavy fabrie, and brown lined shawl
tied round her wajst—seeuicd to be 1 good
repair  Her face showed siegns of excessive
suflering, althoush she was_of robust con-
stitution. heing from 10 to45 yoars of ago

“»hie breathes! She breathes!’ exclained
Gordon, *"Hunger, perhopg thirst—"

Jack was off to the cave, to roturn with
some biseuils and a tlask of brandy,

Ihen Briant, leanmg over the woman,
opened her 1ips ana poured a few drops into
her month, She moved and raged her ove.
hids ‘i hen her look hrightenced #s sho saw
the boys round her, Thon Jack held out a
biscuit which she +eized and ate greedity.
vudentis the |, oor woman was dying more
from want than faturue .

Haif an hour afterwards Briant and Bax-
ter had brought her into the hall, and were
!hell'(; giving her all the attention tl:ey
coul¢

As s00n as she felt herself strong enough
she told them het story, which was as fol-
Jows, and our readers can_judge how inuch
1t interested the young colonists.

{CONTINUED TOMORROW.]}
L)
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CHAFIER XI-CONTINUED,

‘The woman, sn American by birth., bad
Jived for mora than Zu sears as contidential
pervant $nthe family of Willitam K. Pen.
field, ut Ab.any. the state capital of New
York. Her name wan Catherine Heady,
though she was generally caljed Kate,

A wonth since  Mr. and Mrs. Pentield,
w.shing 1o go to Chili, where ene of thelr
relatives resided had comn 10 San Fran.
cinen tho chief seaport of California to em-
Lark on the merchant versel Savern. comn-
mmanded by Capt John F. Turner ‘Lhe ship
Wi bound (0 \ alpara.so, and Mr. and Mrs,
Vanfirld and kate wino was ro o speak,
ons of the famils, ok passage in her

‘I he ~evern would donbtless have made
an excellent passags if the eight men of the
crew who had recently roined had not heen
rcoundrels of the worst description, Nine
davk after sathing one of thew, Walston,
bhelped by s companious, Prandt, fock,

fenley. Cook. Forbes, Cove, and Pike, had
hroken out into mutiny and killed the cap-
1ain the sceond mate and Mr, sod Mra
Yeptield, the ob_ect of the murderers being
to selze the ship apd use her in the slave
trade, which thenstill existed with a few
provined s of South America

Oniy two pewons on board had been
fpased: these wers Kate, saved by the
Intercrpsion of Forhes, who was less cruel
1han the rest, ane Lvans, the tirst mate of
1o Severn. who was kent to navigato the

hin
- ‘Lhis horrible affair took place on thenight
of (et 7. when the Severn was about 200
iles from the Chiilan coast.

On pain of death Evaus was forced to
Jay the course towaras Cape Horn, and
crous the Atiantic to the weat coast of
Africa, Puta few days afterwards— why,
no ops ever knew a firo broke out on
Loard Jn a few moments it becameso
fiec e that Walston and his nen found it
Jiopeteas tosave the 8 ip. One of the mam,
Henley, mmned overboard to escape the

re. and was drowned., The Severn had to
@ abandoned. the long boat was taunched,
and a few stores and weapons weie thrown
into Lier and she had only Just Limo to sbeer
off when the barning vessel foundered,

‘t wo days after the 1033 of treship 4 vio-
Jent storm had come on and the bhoat with
her sall torn to ribbons and her mast ear-
ried awsy. was_ Griven on Charman
faland. And on ths night of the 14nth she
was thrown on the beach, and her side
stove n, .

Walsten and his companions, exhausted
Iy their loug struggle with the storm, suf-
forad 8o from cold and 1atigue that they
were almost dead when the boat ran on to
the reef : five of them wore swept out of her
by & wave and amomout or so afterwards
116 two others were thrown on to the sand,
rlme Kate fell on the opposite sido of the

oL,

‘I s swn mep remained renseless for some
t1mne, as alsn did Kate.  \When she returner
1o _cons tousness she remained quiet and
stl, thinking that Walston and the others
had penshed, and waiting for aaylight to
egin her search for asuistance in this un-
known land._ About 3 o'clock in the morn-
ipg she heard footstens near the hoat.

VWaiston, Brandtand Rork had not heen
diowned in the wave that struck the boat
whin s e was crossing the reef, They had
como along the rocks to the help of their
compamons. Forbas and )ike, and were
now 13 couversation with them. while
}vans ramamned a few hundred yards away
under guard of Cone and Cuok, .

And this is the conver ation that passed—
which Kate heard distinetly.

“Have you got the firearma?” asked
Forbes

*yex and the ammunition g all right.”
gaid Walston. who took out of the locker
five guns and several packets of cartridges.

‘ That 15 not much,” said Rock, "'in a wild
country Jike this”

“Wiere is Evans” a<ked Braudt
“*Over there.” said Wa ston, ‘watched b
Cope and Cook, lie’ll have to come with
us, whether he hkesitor not; and if ho re-
sists V'l sottle humn.”

*\What has bacome of Kate?” asked Rock.
“Fato?’ revhed Walston,  “There 18

nothing to fear from her! I saw hergo
ovorboard before the hout ran ashore, and
she 18 at the bottom of the sea now.”

“That’s & szood obh,” sanl Rock. “She
knew rather too much about us.”

* She wouldn't have known 1t long,” sard
Walston, of whoso intentions there eould
be mo doubt.

Kate, who had heard all this, mado up
her ind to escupo ay soon as the men went
nway

It can pow be understood why Donagan,
Wilcox, Wobb and Cross found tho beach
deserted when they returned to jerforin
-the last duty rowardstlge shipwrecked men.,
Walston and his peonls had gone oft to the
east, whilo Kate, taking the opnosite course,
led towards the northern point of Family
Jake. Thereshe arrived in the afternoon
ot the 1oth, exhausted by hunger and

atigue. A fow wild fruits were all sho had

tad to sustain her.

~he bad then followea the left hank,
walking all through the nmight and all
through tho morning of the 17th, when she
gank 1o theground, where sho had been
found half dead,

Such was Kate's siory—and o very serious
State of affnirs was rovealed by it.

CHAPTER XIV.
"WATSTON 18 THERR."

Only one thing Briant thought of- that
Donagan, Wilcox, Webb and Cross were
now 1 great peril, How could thoy beon
their guard if thev did not know of the
wresence of the survivers of the Severn in
1ho very vart of theisland they wero then
eaploring ' Tho report of a gun fired by
one of them would be enowirh to reveal
1heir presence 1o \Walston R

‘ We must wo to their assistance,” said
Briant. “and let them know before tomor-
row,

Apd bring them back to French Den,”
added Gordon. *“More thanever itis neces.
st forus 1o united, 8o as to concert
measures aganst an attack.”

“Ves,” sard Briant, and as it is nocessary

should como back, they will come
back' 1 will go after thew.”
S\ on, Brinnt?”

“Yes | Gordon'"'

CAnd how

Ullyo i the yawl with Moka. In a few
hours we can cress the laka and go down
Y'ast rivet, as we did before, ‘I‘huruﬁs evory
chanca we shall find Donagan at stsmonth.”

M hen will you go?”

“F'his evemine ”’ wiud Briant, “as soon_as
the darkness nllows us to £ot across,with-

N botpg geen.”

Mav Lo with vou?" asked Jack.

“Na saud Briant. It 1s imperative that
we all como back in the boat, and wo shall
not have1oon foy six.”

Itwasm fact the best thing to do, not
onis fur the sake of Donagan and his com-
panions. but also for the rest. Four bovs
mote, and those not the weakest of the

LRrlyY, were a4 remmforcelnsnt not to be
doeapinea

wrecked with them in the boat:and this
woman wasnow at French Den! 1here was
now ne safety on Charman island® That
was why Briast had told Wilcox no’ 1o fire
ut the ja&sun for fear the report would be
heard, and that was why Enant had trusted
only to the cutiass!

Frcaeh lren was in serious danger. It
way exposed to the attack of these seven
well.armed scoundrels, obviously, Wal.
ston’s best course was 1o leave the 1sland as
soon as he could  butif he came to suspect
the cxigteace of a little colowy well pro-
vided with all that he wanted. he would
not refrain from an attack in which he had
almost overy chanee of success. 'Ihe boys
would be obiigea to be most careful not to

o far from e¢aland river or tho lake so

ong 48 he was'in theisland.

Donagan was asked if he had seen any
trace of the sallorson his journey back to
Lear Rock.

*No,” said he “But when we went back
we did not go the same way as at first.

* But weare sure that Walston went off to
the eastward,' sald Gordon. .

*Agreed ” answered Donagan. “but he
went alomgz the shore, while we came
through Jeer b forest. If you look atthe
map you will see there 1s a very bold carve
just above Deception bay. and thers 18 a
good stretch of country there where the
men coitld take refuge without going too
far away from their boat. but Eerhapl
Kate can tell us whereabouts Charman
island 182"

lkate had already been asked by Gordon
and Briant, and counld tell them nothing.
Aftor the burning of the Severn Mr, Lvans
had laid the course of the boat straight for
the American cuntinent, and consequentiy
Charman jsland could not be very far away
from it. But the namo_of the 1sland on
which he had been cast he had never men-
tioned during the storm. The numecrous
archipelazoes on the coast must be within
a short distance, and there were very plaus-
ible reasons for Walston to try.and reach
them, and in the meantime tostay on the
eastern shore. 1f he could only get his boat
into & seaworthy state, he would not have
mach trouble in reaching the South Ameri-
cam coast. .

“*unless ” said Briant, “he comes to the
mouth of East river, and hnding theie
traces of your camp, Donagan, resoives to
gearch farther inland.”

“But what traces?” renlied Donagan. A
few cinders! what would that tell him?
that the island is inhabited! and if so, the
scoundrels would omly think ot hiding
themselves ” )

“Ixactly.” said Briant, “Until thev ais-
covered that the population of the island
consists of a parcel of boys, We must do
nothing to let bim know who we are, And
that reminds me. Donagan, did you fire

your gun on your journoy back to Deception

*No; and that is rather stranze.” said
Donagan, smiling. “For I .m rather in.
chned to burn too much powder. When we
left the shore we had a good supply of
gamo, and no shueting took place to reveal
our nresence. Last night Wilcox was going
to fire at the jaguar, but luckily youarrivea
in'time and saved my life at the risk of
your own.”

* You need say no more about_that, Dona-
2an,” sa1d Briant. "But don’t let us have
another gun fired ; let us keep away from
the Trap woads, and let us live on our re-
serves .

Novomber had begun, and there was still
no trace_of suspicious characters round
French Den. Briant even doubted if the
survivors oi the Severn were stili on the
jsland. But had not Donazan seen with his
own eyes that the Loat was mn a bad way,
with her broken mast. tattered sailsand
shatiered side? It is true—and Mr. Evans
would know this—if Charman island had
been near a continent or archipelago, the
boat might have been suthiciently put to
rights and gzone 10 sea. It was possible for
Vealston to have left thesland., Had he
done se? That would have to he discovered
befoi1e the usual ronnd of life was resnmed.
1t will be remembered that the flying of
the kite had teen postpened. After the ar.
rival of hute with the newsof the surviv-
ors of the Severn at Iar¢e on the eastern
shore, the pruject of sending up into the air
something that could be seen jfrom all
points of the island had been abandoned.

But if the kite could not be used as a sig-
nal, could 1t not be used for the rurpese of
a 1econnaissance S0 necessaly to the col-
ony’s salety? . .

Yos! And thatis what seized on Briant's
imagination, Ho remembered having read
in an inghish paper of a lady bang lifted
fiom the ground hanging to the tailof a
kite specially made for the purposs. Well!
what o lady had done surely a boy could do!

That there was a certmin danger in the at-
temupt mattered litile. The risk would be
nothing compared tothe resuit which might
be obtained  If all procautions were taken
that prudence required. was there not a
chance that the ovcration would succeed?
That is why Briant, although he was not in
position to caleulate mathematically, the
ascensional force required bv such an ap-
paratus, convinced himaelf t#at the anpara.
tus would do 1f made larger and stronger
than 1t had been. And then in the middle
of the might he could be hfted a few hun-
dred feet in the air. and perhans detect the
light of the fire somewhere in the district

petweon the lake and Decepuion Bay.

It wae the evening of the 4th of Novem-
ber when hie asked Gordon, Donagan, Wil-
cox, Webb and Baxtor to come and talk
over something with him,
t.lH“k"Old them lie proposed to make use of

1e kite.

“\V)t}’at usn?”’ asked Wilcox, “By letting
1t up’

""Certainly,” said Briant, "It was made
to be let up.,’

“During the day?” asked Baxter,

**No " said Briant, for \Walston won!d see
it, while during the night—"

“But 1f vou hang the lautern to it,” said
Donagan, “'it will attract his attention just
as much,”

“But I am not going tosend up the lan-

“Then what are you gomng to do?” said

ordon, | .

*Iam going to see if the Severn people
ara still on the island.”

And then Briant, not withont some uneas-
iness, lost his plan_should be received un-
favorably, unfolded it in & few words,

s comrades did not laugh, Gordon
asked if be was speaking seriously, and the
others seomed to approve of the notion.
Thoey saw nothing impossible in a nocturnal
ascent of such a chara ter. 1f everything
was done that could be done to ensure
safety they were willing to try it.

{CUNTINUED UTMORROW.]

Thera was now no taik of letting up the
hite. It would be a sigual, not to passing
ships—1f amv wote passing—but to Walston |
eud his accomplices. Briant eveu thonght
it best that the mast on the Auckland Hill
should be lowered

Moko whom ne danger coula frighten,
was delightad at having to accompany
Bryant “The two embarked, taking with |
them a faw proyinions and a ravalverand |
outlass each  When tho sunset & gontle
bree 'o had sprung un from the north, whioh,
tf 21 tasted, wouli suit the yawl, both out- i
wards and homawards. |

About 10,40 Briant, who was in the stern
of tho boat. touched Moko's arm. A fow |
|
|

k;x:nlren; f'ea(ti nl\vuy from ¥ast river a hatf-
inguished fire shed its exvinn

thruugh the darkness, v ¢ lisht |

rhe yaw! 1an alongside the bank and

Briant ;umpod ashore, after telling Moko to |
wait for i MHe had mis cutlass i his
band and 1 s ot was the ravolver,
which ho hiad resolved not to use except in

@ last extremity He chimbed tha bank
and ghided undor the trees,

Suddenly they stopped. About 20 vards
away, . the hall ight of the tire, Lie saw a
ahadow crouchinyg in the grass. lnune-
diately a formidabioxrow] was heard and &
dark mass leant in front of ham.

T was a mguar of large size.
dh\toli’ thuere was a shout of—

*Helo' Halp'*

Briant recoznized Donagan’s voice,

\uocked over by the jaguasr, Donagan
Wos AU WAing unabdle to uss his wun,

Milcox, uwakened by the shout. umped
ay *au biowght hie gun to the ahouléor
rem)som ure "‘ B '

n't fire on't hira!’ cried Briant,
And before Wilcoy could see him he had
sprubz at the wild beast, which turnsd
azamstliim and left Donazan free to gt
g Luckily Hriamt wasable to step aside
and mive 1ta thrust with g cutlass. The
ITHAL Was mnrmn)i wounded. and rolled
on to the sround as Webb and Cross rushed
w Dunagan’s assistance.

but the victory intzhit have cost Briant

ear. for his shoulder was torn Uy the ani.
wal’s claws, and began to bleed profusely

Jig\:' dit yon cums here?” exclaimed
wpe b lint sou will know soon!” saxd Briant
l_i'u\; rio‘nhel-r:th me’ C«imo!" "

Notty 1ave thanked you, Bnant!
sad Dovagan. “You bave saved my nhfel”

1onls did what you would bave done 1n
mv¥ place ™ rephed ‘hriant; “bat don’t say
Aans more about that, Come with me!”

niant’s wound, however., was noticed.
Alihoush 1t was et a ~erious one, 1t had 10
2-';.?%%!0“&,5\@1“ waug a h}a:{xdll:)e;chlet.

co\ was doing this Donagan

Waz10.d what had taken u!:ce.

And so thesse mon they had taken for
€0 Pses were nitve' ‘They were wandering
s out the island! They were scoumdrels

been

1mme-

“aued with murder! A woman b
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The Strange Adventures of a Schoolbey Crew,

By JULE

S VERNE.

CHAPTER XIV.~ConTINUED,

When the kite was finished it presented a
surface of about 80 square yards, mn the
form of an octagon four fest on the mde,
with a radis} jeogth of about 15. Withsts
strong ribs, and st¢ imuermeable covering,
1t could easily 11t a welght of 120 pounds.

The car in which the olserver was to take
up his positien was one of those wicker
baskats that serve §0 1any purposes on
board a yucht. It was deep enough to reach
up 1o the armpits of an ordinary-sized Loy,
Jarge enongh to give humn full liberty of
movement, and open oncuxh for himn o get
out of easily, 1f he wanted to do so

Ad may be imagined. this was not all done
in a day. nor cven in two days. Jt was
begnn on the morning of the ith, and it was
finished 1n the afternoon of the 7th. And
the trial trip was put off till the evening,

Eversthiog being ready, the prehminary
ascent wain hegun., The moon would not
rise till nearly two o'clock in the morning.
and a good breeze was blowing from the
southwest, so that the conditions were
favorable,

The xchooner's winch had beer
firmly io the greund on the terrace,

fixed

to run out easily with the sigunl-string. In
the car Briant had put a bag of mould
weighing 120 pounds, which was greater
thao the weight of any of the buys,

*Are you rcady?”’ asked Brant.

“Heady!” answered Donagan,

“lLet go!”

The kite rose a lttle, quivered in the
wing, and assumod the angle at which it
waa intended it should tiy.

“fot out! Let out' exclaimed Wilcox:
and unniediate)y the winch spun round un-
der the teasfon®of the line, while the kite
and the basket slowly rose into space,

Although 1t was a dangerous thing to do,
tho boys cheered as the “Giant of the Air”
Jeft the ground. But goon it disappeared in
the darkness, to the great disappointment
of Iverson, Joukins, Dole and Costar, who
did not want to 1ose sight of 1t while it flew
over Family lake.

Although it could not be scen, tho boys
folt that the kite was drawing steadily,
showing that the wind was blowing in the
bigher zones. and that the kite was promn-
erly balanced

Driant being anxious that the experiment
should be as coinplete as circumstances per-
mitted, Jot the atring run ovt to the end.
He could then find out the degres of ton-
slon, which was nothing unusnal. ‘Lhe
winch had let out 1200 feet, and the kit
was probably at a height of from 700 to 800
feat 1n 10 minutes,

‘Ine cxperiment having been completed
tlie boys soised hold of the handles of the
winch and bezan to wind m. 1his second
part of the performance took much longer
than the first, and it was quite an hour
before the winding in was over.

As in the case of a balloon, the brmgine
of the kite to thie uround without a shock is
the most delicate part of the snanwuvre,
But the wind was 8o steadv that 1t was ac-
complished with great succoss. The octa-
gon cano ugain mto sight, and fell gently
to the ground, close to tho spot from which
ft bad started  And choers grected its ar-
rival as they had saluted 1ts departure,

All that remamed to be done was to keep
it ou the ground; and Baxter and Wilcox
volunteered to keop guard over it til} day-
Huht,

“Let us go in,” rawd Gordon, “it is late.”

*Ome wmowment,” said Briant, *“Gordon!
Donagan! § have a proposal to make. We
have tried the hite. and the trial hassuc-
coeded becausoe the chicumstances were
favorable, the wind heing stendy and bemg
neither too weak nor too strong, How do
wo know what the weather may be Iiko to-
morrow? 1t seems to ma it would be better
not to postpone an attempt. Who will go
up?”

1 will!” said Jack.

And immediatoly, 1 will!” was shouted
by Donagan, Daxter. Wilcox, Cross and
servico.

Then came silenco, which Briant was in
no hurry to break,

Jack was the tirst Lo speak,

“'Let e go, brother: 1t is for me to run
therisk! let mego!”

‘And why vou rather than 19" asked
Donagan, “Why you any moro than any
one else?”’

* Because I ought to go,” said Jack.

'Y ou ought to go?” asked Gordon,

“Yes'

* Answer, Driant' sald Donagan. **Jack
saVvs le has a 1ight to run the risk! Bug
what nght has he got that we have not?
What does he mean?”

“For what 1 dul,”said Jack. “For what
1 did—1 will tell you—"'

“dack!” sald Briant, honing to keep his
brothier from expliining.

*No,” sald Jack, 1n a voico broken by
eimnotion. “Let me confess! 1t weighs too
Leavily o ma!  Gordon, Donagun, that
}un are here—all of you—far from your

riends on this island—1s owing to _me—i
alone am the cause  ‘Lhe schooner drifted
out toson becauss I impradently—no, jok-
mgly—~no, foohishiy—cast off the rones by
which sha w xis moored to the quay at Auck-
land, Yes' 1 mtended 1t for a ‘oke—but
when I saw tho vacht driftiue away I lost
my head—1 d1d not call out when there was
time ~and am hour afterwards, 1n the mid-
dle of the might—wo wers out' in_the open
sua Ul forgive me, forgive mo!™

And the boy burst mto tears. winle Kate
t16d all she could to console him.

“Wall. Jack ** said Briant, “you have cen-
fassed your fault, and now yon would risk
your life to atone for it. or rather atone for
sowe of thy evil you huve done 2’

“Rut has he not done that already?”
asged Ilonagun, lottig his natural gener-
osity et the betterof him. *Has he not
often run 1ntodanger 1o do usa service?
Oh, Briant. ] understand now why you were
atways putting your brother fornard when
thole was danger to be found, and why he
was alwaye su readv togo, ‘That1s why he
came after Uross and me 1 the fog—at the
rish ot tus ife' Yes! My deartiiend Jack.
wo'll forgive vou. and your fault wants no
nure atonemeont.” K

A few mivutes alterwards Briant, having
refused positived. tonllowrdack to acconm-
vy hin, was o the car. and as sooun as he
had fived hiwse!f comfortably. he guve tho
order to let tho hite go.

A strange feohing had Briant at first, when
he folt himself suspended in space from
this hure inclined nlane which rustled 1n
thé wind. It seemed as thongh he wero be-
ing lifted by some fantastic bird of prey, or
rather an enormous black bat.

Teu minutes aster the kite had left the
rround a slight sbock indicated that 1ts us-
censional movoment was about to cease.
Arnived at the end of the string, 1t began to
ride, not without a few arks

Hriaot coolly exueht hiold of the string
run through tho pall, and becan lis obser-
vations. Holding on with one haud to the
suspension-cord, with the othar he held his
puthi-glasses,

Below lim all was darkneas. The fake,
the forests, tho cHif, formea & confused
mass, m which ho could distingaish no
detatl: but he could trace ths whole coast-
}Hue of the 1aiand.

ta the west, and tha north, and the south.
the shy was 100 mity 1or Lim 10 soe any-
thing, butin the east, whore a hittlo corn r
of the tirmawmani was temporarily froo from
clonds, & faw atars appeared.

And exacily 1 that direction a bright
Juehit, retlocting on to the lower banks of
cloud atracted his attention .

~it1s the hgntof afire!” he exclaimed,
~Has Walston camped over thers’ Noli
The tire 18 much too far away, and it is cer-
tamly peyond thog‘u and! Can it bo avol-
cano in erupliou? Js thers Iland over
theral”? A

{toccurred to RBriaut's _memory that on
kis first expedition to eption bay a
whitish patch _had appeared on the field of
Lis zlasses, “Yex” sald he, * 1t was
over there' Cauit have Leem a yglacier?

¢ ~0, laud ought to be near us 1 the east.”

Briant brought his glasses to bear on the
hieht which tho darkpess made more
svbarent. [Lhere could be nodoubt that it
MWas o valcano, and that a glacier was close

' which belonged either 1o a continent or
archipelago not more than X0 miles away.

As wriant sottlod this im his mina he was
conscious of another hicht, wueh nearer to
hn-fiveor six wiles away only—and con.
te usutly on the islaud amony the trecs
. ftisin the forest this time,” he ssid,

aud oo the skirts of it, on the seashors’’

tHig hoart teat »o violently, and b1 hand
trembied 5y, that he could’ not hold s
K1 aves wras to catels 1t in thelr neld!

S0 Walston and his mon were camped
near Bear Rock harbor  1he wmutinesrs of
tho Severn had not abandonst Charman
is.and" {he colomsts were exposod to their
allack, and wers no louger in safety at
Yrewch o

1aut, kaving finishied his observations,

The
Jong line had been carefully wound on so as

Judged it useless to prolong his aerial ex-
ploratfon. He nrepared to descend. 10
wind was_increasing. Already the oscilla.
tions of the car had become greater, and
the carswung in a way that would make
landing ditheult. .

Making sure that the signal-cord was
clear, he let wo the ball, which in a few
seconds glipped down into Garpett’s hand.

Immediately the winch began to wind
the string.

Butasthe kite went down Briant kept
watching the hights he Liad seen. Again he
saw that of the eruption and that of the
camp fire.

‘The wineh spun round as hard as the boya
could duve it, but to gat in 1200 fect of
coifl tonk murh time. The wind kept
rising, and three quarters of an hoar after
the mizual had been given it was blowing
quite frosh,

The kit at the tune was more than 100
foet above the lake. .

snddenly there was a violent jerk. Wil
cox, Donagan, Service, Webb and Baxter
found resistance gone, and foll forward on
' to the ground.

The string had hroken'

And amid tho cnes of terror there where
shouts of,

“Hriant! Briant!”

A few minutes afterwards Driant gained
the beach and shouted loudly.

“Brother'” sald Jack, who was the first 1o
ruah to s armsy

“Wulston 1s thera'”’

Those were Briant's first words &8 soon as
his comrades had wathered round him.

CHAFTER XV.
A DARING PSCAPE.

‘Three days after a more significant event

havuened to increase their apprehensions,
and show that their safety was more endan-
gored than ever, .
. On the 24th, about 9 o’clock in the morn-
ing, Briant and Gordon had goue out across
the Zealand river to see 1f they could throw
up a s01tof entronchment reross the narrow
foot-path which ran between the Jake and
the marsh, Behind_ this entrenchment it
would be casy for Donagan. the best shot
of the party, to liein ambush if Walston’s
advance was discovered in timo.

They had gone about 300 yards from the
river when Urisnt stopped on_something
which broke under his foot. He took no
notice of tiug, thinking i1t was one of the
thousands of shells rolled up by the spring
tides when they covered the plain, but Gor-
don, who was walking behnd him, stopped
and exclauned -

'Look hero, Briant, look here!”

“What’s the matter?”

Gordon stouped and picked up what had
been broken.

“Look!"” ho said,

. “That1s not ashell,” sald Briant, “That
is—

“Apipet” . .

Gordon held in his hand a biack pipe with
tho stew broken off at the bow),

*"As none of us smoke,” said be, “this pipe
must bave been lost—*'

* By one of the men unless it belonged to
the Frenchman who was hero bofors us '

No! The vipe had not btelonged to Bou.
dom, who had died 20 vears before. It had
been dropped very recently, as the frag-
ments of tobacco 1mside it clearly showed,
A tew days before, nerhapsa tew hours be.
fore. one of Walston’s companions, or per-
haps Walston himself, had been on thisside
of the lake.

Gordon and Briant retgrned at once to the
cave. Theis Kate stated’that she had seen
this very pive 1n Walston’s possession,

Under such  alaiming  circum-tances
Brient agreed with his comrades that s
more active watch should be arranged.
Durine tie day an outpost was permanently
stationed on Auckland ll, so &8 to com-
mand tho approaches frow allsides. During
the mizht two of the bizger boys mounted
guard at the entrance to the cave,

Lhat afternoon the hoys were startled by
ashoutin the distance. Donagan stepped
towards the door of the hall and Moko
towards the door of the store room. They
listoned at the threshold. but not a sound
d1d they hear outside, although Fan began
1o bark loudly, This was most unjortunate,
and Gordon tried in vain to keep her quiet.

Suddenly there was the report of a gun,
which must have been fired within 200
yards of Fiench Den.

Donagan. Baxter, Wilcox and Cross
mcked up their rities and stood ready atthe
doo13 1o open fire on whoever approached.
The otkers had begun to heap up the stones
and form the barricade, when a voice out-
side was hoard §huuum::

pir s

Help! el )

There was a man 10 danger of his life, un.
doubtedly. .

~*Help!” repeated the voice, this time but
a fow yards away,

Kate was listeninz near the door.

“It1s he!” she said,

“He!" exclaimed Briant.

“Oven tho door! Upen the door!” said
Kate The door was ovened, and a man
diipping with water rushed in amongat
them. 1t was Kvans of the Sevein.

At the unexpected appearance of Evans
the boys for n moment stood motionless,
Then with a common mmpulse they rushed
towaids hun, as though he had been sent to
deliver them.

le was a man just under 30. broad-skoul-
dered and athletic, with u tirm and resolute
step. o keen eye. an open brow, an intellr-
gent, sympathetic face. half hidden by the
curly hair and beard that iad remamed un.
cut since the shipwreck. =
1“\“'('0!" ho oxclaimed. “What! Kate
alne’”

And ho seized her hands, as thourh to
make suie she was really living.

“Yes! us muoh alive as you are, Evans,
ticaven saved me as you have been
f}m‘cuﬁ aud seat to the help of these chil-

ron.

Briant at once took him into tho store-
room, where Gordon soon fitted him with a
suit of clothes, and Moko meanwhile but on
the tablo some cold venison, some biscuit,
and sumo freshly.made tea,

[CUNTINUED TOMORROW.)
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S VERNE.

CHAPTER XV.~Coxtinven
A quarter of an hour afterwards Fvani
was seated before ths table, relating what
f1ad bappened since na reached the island.
“A few moments before the boat struck
ths beach,” sald he, "fiveof the men—my-
salf among tham—jumped cut on the resf.
None of us were seriounly hart. Bat it was

not an easy thing in the darkness to gnt

through the furious surf, flowever. wa at
last got throuuh safely. Two of us were
missing—Forbea and Piko—taken on in the
boat. and perhaps dashied out of her, As to
K ate, ] thought she iad heenlostin the sea,
and ! never expected 1o s« her acain.
1When we reached tho beach, it took us
some time to find the hoat, She had come
ashore about 7, and it was nearly 12 before
we found her, We Liad first gone along the
const of—"’

“Saven Shores,” said Brniant. “Thst is
the mame some of us gave it when they dis-
covered the boat, bafore even Kate had told
us about the wreck.”

“Bafors?" said Evans, Jooking surpnsed.

“Yes. Mr, Evaos,” sasd Donagan. “"We
were on the spot the very night of the
wreck, while your two companions wers
Iying on the sand. But when the daylizht
came and went to bury them, we found
thoy had disappeared.”’

“[ see how that was,” raid Evans. “Forbes
and Fike, whom wo thought diowned, had
heon thrown out saine distance from the
boat, and there Walston and the others
found them and brouoghi them back to
consciousness. flanpily for them—unfortu-
nately for us—the boat lockershad not been
smashed nor touched by the soa. Thestorss,
weanons, five guns and what remained of
the provisions thrown in hurnedly when
the Severn was afirs wera takeon out of the
boat, which wa thought would be destroyed
pexttide. And that done, wo Joft the place
and Journsyed eastwards along the coast.
soom ony of the men—~Rock, 1 think—ro-
marked that we had not found Kate, and
Walston replied. “She has heen carred
away by the tide, and a ¢ood riddance, too'"”
And this made me think that if they swere
glad to got 11d of Kate. now she conld be of
no nse to them, so would 1t be with me
when | was of no use.

“Ap hour after we Jeft the boat we
reaached a clnmp of trees, where we camped.
Next aay and for many days we returned to
the placa where the hoat had been wrecked,
and we tried to repafr her. But we had
mo tnols except an axe, and with that it
was fmpossible to replace the damaged
atrakes and make her seaworthy evon
for a little while. Besidos, the pluce was
most unsuitable for work of tho sort,
8o we started to find another encamp-
ment 1n u Jess arid region, where we
might -hoot encugh to feed ns. and at
the same timne be near ariver that would
supplv us mith fresh water. After walking
a dozen iniles along tho coast we reached a
small river.

There was no dificulty in finding a camp-
ing place there. And if we could have got
the boat round we could, perhaps, in time
have repatred her suthoiently. So off we
want, and although she was more than half
full of water, we managed to tow her round
to the harbor, where she is now safe.

*“Lhe boat is at Bear Rock "’ asked Briant.

*Yes, mv boy, and 1 do not think it would
be impossilile to repair her if we only had
the tools " ¢

* But we have the tools, Mr, Evans,” said
Donazan mnterrupting.

"So Walston supposed that when he
accidentally discovered that the island
was nhabited amd who were jts inbab-
ftants.”

* How d1d ho do that?” asked Gordon.

“Yignt days ago,” said Evang, “Walston
and all of us—for 1 way naver left alonc—
weore out exploring in the forest. After
thres or four hours’ walking up the bank of
Eust river we 10ached the shore of a large
Jake, out of which the stream flowea. And
then judge of our surnrise when we found a
curiousapparatus washed up on to the beach.
1t was u iramework of canes. on which there
was strutehed—"

“Our kite'” exclaimed Donagan.

“Ouar hite,” added Briant, “which fellinto
the lake "

“Oh, 1t was a kite, was 1t?” said Evans,
“We did not think of that; and themachine
bothered us a yood deal | ean tell you. Any-
how, wo sgaw it could not have made itself.
Then it mast have been made on the island.
‘Then the islang wasimhatted! By whom?
That was what Walston wanted to know.
As for me, from that very day | resolved to
oscape. Who were the mhabitants of this
islund? Even f they were savages thoy
conld not be worse than the murderers of
the Sovern.

“Fiom that moment, however,
guarded night and day.

"V ou will understand, thon, that Walston
had only one thing to trouble about afier
that, and that was to discover who were
the inhabitants of this sland. I they
wore natives coultd he euter into communi-
cation with them? {f they had ULeen ship-
wracked, had they got the tools we wanted ?
In that cate ho would not 1efuse their help
in repairniug the boat. So we began to hind
out—very cautionsly, I need hardly say.
We advanced slowly. catetully exploring
the right bk of the lake t1)] we reached
the south cotner But not a huinau being
did wereo not asound did we hear.”

Chat o wad Brunt, “was bocause we
kent to French Don ard ordurs were given
not to fire o sun under any ¢ reumstances.”

“Neverthoiess, we tound you out” smd
Frans, ' and how could 1t be othierwisny It
was on the meht of tho 23d that one of the
men arrived in s:ight of Fronch Den bv the
south shore of tho take. 11} luck had it that
a beaw of tzht for & woment shot out on to
the cluf—nrobably from your lantern when
the door encnied for amoment. Next morn-

ng Waiston came away to reconnoitrs, aud
during a part o. the svening he remaincd
idden among the high giassa few yards
frow the stroam—~""

*\Va huew that,” sa1d Briant.

“liow ™

*Gordon and 1 found the fragments of a
pipe that hate recognized as Leing Wal-
ston’s.”’ )

‘Right'™ said the sailor; “Waiston lost 1t
while ho was away, ana he made a deat of
fuss about it when hecame back., So jyoun
r60 we kunew of theo axiatence of your hittle
colony, aud while helay im the grass ba saw
You runuing about on the opposite side of
the sircam- and he came back 1o the camp
aud toud tns comuvanions wiat he had saen.
A conversation between lnm and Brandt
happoned to overhoal, aud 1t told me what
Was 10 preparatien

“Well avout 12 honrs ago 1 took advan-
tage of the abaence of Waiston and the oth-
ers who haa left mo 1 chargs of Forbes
xnd Kook, and Frot away. !ﬁ) ithrow the
scoundrnls off the scent, or rather 1o have o
wood start, 1 went ol some distancs 1n ad-

, vanca It was avout 10 o'clock when |
started i earnest.  Lhey found me out al-
maost uemediately, amd ‘gave chase, They
had thew wuns. 1 hag only my satlos’s
kmfe lhe chase fasted all day.” Hy cut-
g off en thaslant through the woods 1

atruck the lets banx of the lake, a0 that
bad to zet around to the south end. ior [
Kuew trom What | had overheacrd that you
had sour camp ou the bank ef astream
uonine westward. I rounded the lake and
c;;" up aiong thin shore but 1 found
Fol® §s und hock at my heels sl the time.
The stormn came on. it wade my fight
Uy the light of

1 was

more dithenlt, far the hzht-
Yinzmy ursners could sée e, Atlength
reach the stream, If 1 could put it

betwern mysalf and the vitlawmslmighe
constder myself sate. Solran, and 1 was
st umsibg i when a  fiash i)l
mined the s>ky. Immoduitely there was
the re; 0t of & gun-~-a bullet wrared my
shourders 1 umped into the 11ver, and mm a
fow strohes | was on this side hiddenumeng
tha bushas, while hock and Forbes were on
the other, shoutny to each other ‘Didyon
bithun*' ‘I telisveyou!' ‘lhen he is” at
the bottom'* ‘Rather, and dead as dead®’
‘And a cood job, too!'  And off they went
Aund itis a good joho They’llseeif | am as
dead as dead before tong. 1 soon got ont af
the bushes and came up towanis the angle
of tho cliff. 1heardiliedes bark. lshoutea
—the door opaned—und here { am 1 your
midst 10 help you clear the sconudrels out
ofthe 1sfand.”

Wby ead Gordon. “should wa have to
do with «uch riscals fustead of the hunest
foihs Wa shon.f (8 s0 giad 10 have come
aud help uss Qur colony is not 100 strong |
{ieuu!ouh ‘l fight 15 au store for us. A n n§

or our very lives, and npone can say wha
will bs the jasua?

“Heavea protected you till mow, my
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childran,” said Katas, ‘and will notabandon
you at Jast  [Here has this man n sent.”

* You can depend on me, my boys, and I
depend on you, and 1 promise you we wili
not make a bad (etencs of it.”

“EBut,” said Gordon, 18 it not possible o
avoid ighting altogether if Walston would
agree to Jeave the jsland?”

“What do you mean, Gordon?” asked
Briant .

"I mecan that he and hix friends would

I have gono already if they bad been able to
uss their boat! Is that not so, Mr, Evans?'"
“Cortainly
"Woll, then, if you wers to enter into
negoliations with them, and give them the
Itools they want, would they accept the
iofter? 1know it may be repugnant toyon
!to enter into negotiations with murderers,
, but toget rid of them, to avold an attack
| that may cause_much_bloodshed, it might
: ?‘a wor;,l'l our while. What do you say, Mr.
Svans:

‘Iti5 not orly tools they want, but am.
munition! That thev have enongh to at-
ack you is true; but to g0 away toother
Jands they would want 1nuch more. Thev
wili «sk for it! Thczy will demand it! Will
you give it to them "’

aid Gordon.

“'Certainly not,” 8

“Do you trust to the boat to take us off
lhorlrslland?" asked Gordon.
“Ldon

“tlaw,” asked Baxtar, ‘can_that boat be
made to carry us severa! hundred miles?”’

*Several hundred miles!” exclaimed

vans. 'Only thirty, you mean!”

I8 it not the sea. then, that extends all
reund this island 2" asked Donagan.

“On the west, yes,"” said Evans, '‘but gn
the south, north and east, omly channels
that you cap cross in a8 few hours”

"Then we wero not wrong in thinking
land was near us.”” asked Gordon.

UNo' ad Evana. “And there1s a good-
sized Jand to the enst”’

“Yes!” said Briant, “In the east
saw the white natch, and the glare

“A white patch did you say? That wasa
glacier. And 2 glare?” 1hat was the flame
of a volcano, whose position is wiven on
the ;n'ans You know where you are, don'tv
you?’

“On one of the isolated islands of the
Pacific ocean,’” said Gordun.

“On an island? Yes! Isolated? No! It

clongs to one of the numerous archipela-
goes off the coast of South Amerira! And
as you have given names to the capes and
baysand strenms. { subpose you have named
the island, What do you call 1t?”

‘Charman land, after the name of our
scnool,” aald Donagan.

‘ Charmanisland!” renlied Evanas, “Waell,
then, 1t has two names, for it i3 already
called flanover 1sland |”

|

here I

CHAPTER XV
PREPARING FOR AN ATTACK,

The firsy thing Evans did was to take
stock of tlie force and material under his
command. Store-room and hall seemed to
hiin to be well adupted for defence.
“You consider thenr desperate scoun-
drols 7" askod Gordon.
' Yes,” said livans, *very desverate.”
“Excent one, who is pot quite as bad as
the rest,” said Kate. '“T'hat’s Forbss, who
sayed my life,” i
\Next mornisg passed without adventura.
Evans. with [Jonagan and Baxuer, went out
for half u mile, as far as Trap woods, keep-
ing well under the trees at the base of
Auckland ill. They saw nothing unusual,
n{xd I‘an, who accompamed them, gave no
alarm,
7 But in the evening. just before sunset,
Wabb and Cross came m hurriedly from
their post on the hill and anwounced the
approach of two men along the south side
ollvuxe lake, on the other side of Zealand
river,
Kate and Evans, not wishing to be ob.
served, at once hurried into the storeroom,
and. looking through the embrasures, soon
canght sight of Rock aud Forbes,
“kvidently.” said the sailor, "t.hey
going to try treachery, They are comin;
shipwrecked sailors—"
~Whatshall we do?” asked Briant.

“Take them in!” said Evans.
“Welcomo those scoundrels /" said Briant.
“Inever can.”
1 can,” said Gordon.
‘ Well, then, do so!” said Evans. “But
don’t et them have a suspicion of our pres.
:nm. ,Kate and I will appear when 1t is

me.
. Evans and Kate retired inte the cupboard
in the passage between the rooms.

A few minutes afterwards Gorcon, Briant,
Donagan and Baxter ran out on to the river

ank. ‘Ulie two men, now close to the other
side, feigned immense surprise when they

are
g as

saw them, And Gordon looked even more
sur‘u;lseu.
:'Who are you?" he asked

“We have been wrecked on the south of
this isiand n the hoat of the snip Severn.”

“Ale you kughsh?”

*No. Americans ”

W ligre are vour companions?”

* All lost. We alone escaped the wreck,
n{\d m’a’.:'lro almost done up. Who are you,
nloase

:I'he colomsts of Charman island,”

C‘Perhaps the colonists, then, will take
pity on ns and help us, for we bave got
nothing.”

“All who are wrecked have a right to be
helped,” said Gordon. 'S ou are welcome ”

At asign from him Moko entered the
vawl, which was moored close by, and in a
1ew strokes o' the oar the two mien wore
actoss the river.

They woie conducted to the cove. but as
soon as Rock hiited the bar and opened the
door a hand was placed upon his shoulder.
He turned and recognized Kvans.

“Jvans!” he gasped, “Evans hera!”

*'Come along, boys!” shouted Evans,

Instantly Briant and his_ companions
rushed in  Forbes, soized by the {four
strongest. was thrown down and secured.

Hock, with_a rapid movement, shook him-
rolf clear of Evans. wounding him slightly
with s kmfe and fled thromeh the open

ocor, Hehad gone 10 yards befora there
wasashot. 1t was Evans who had fired,
To all appearance the furitive was unhurt,
us no ¢ty was heard. .

“Missad him!” said the sailor. **But
theie’s the other. Wecan settle one of

m,

JAnd cutlass in hand he stepped up to
Forbes.

“Merey! Mercy!” said the wratch, whom
the boys were holding down on the ground.

“Yes! Mercy, Evans'™ said Kate. throw.
ing horself 1n front of hun. *Spare him,
for he spared me.”

“Ho 1t g0 7’ said Evans "I consent Kate—
at least for the prosent.””

And Forbes was bound and placed in one
of tho cavitios in the passare.

After dinuer Evans told the boys of his
inteution to o out towards Trav woods,
with a view of ascertaiming if the pirates
were still near Fiench Den. 'T'he propesition
havieg been accepled without discussion,
uriangements wers mado 1o run the mini-
mum of danger, .

It was decided, tharefore, that while Iver-
son. Jepkins and I’ole remaimed in thecave
with Kate, Moko and Jack in charge of
Maxtoer, the.bigger boys Briamt. Gordon.
Donagan, Lross, ~ervice, Webb, Wilcox and
Garnett should accompany Lvans,

1t was 2 o'vlock when Evans and his
troop set out Baxter, Jack, Moko, Kate
and the littie ones immediately returned to
the cage and shut, but did not barricade.
both ddors, in case the scouting varty had
to run ior shelter. There was mothing to
foar on the southern side, or even on the
western, After Forbes’' answer that they
had come down Yo the shore of the lake,
and knew nothing of the westeru district,
Lyans had no fear of an attack in the rear.

Evans nent ;n front

Fan, whom Gor. on did his utmost to hold
back, seamed to bessgrehing forsomothing,
cocked her ears, snt with her nose on
lh«;:ronnd.ann had apparently struck a
trat

“Wait"” said Briant, .

“Yes " 8axd Gordon | "It isa man's trail.

1 0ok at the dog’s bahavior.”

“~uip along under the bushes,” said
Evans, "and yow, Don. gan, who aresuch a
wood shot, i you gei oune of the rutans
within ranZe, bo sure yon don’t miss him.”

A fow seconds alterwawnds they had
reached the Grst group of trees. There,
st on the shirt of the forest, were the
traces of a recent camp—twigs half barnt,
ashes atyll warm

“Here s where \Walston passed last night,”
sad Gordon.

“Aund perhans he was herg a short time
ago. Ithink we had better et back,” said
Evans.

He bad hardly finished when there was
the repertof & gun totke rightol him. A
bullet pingad past Briant’s ear and lodged
In a tres Almost simultausously there
was another report, followed by a cry of
agony, nol 80 yards away, and semething
fel] heavily among the bushes,

{CONCLUDED TOMORROW.)
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CHAPTER XVIL
DELIVERED YROM MUTINFPRY—HOMY.

Donagan bad Gred as soon as e siw ihe

smeke from the timt @in. o
The dog rushed to the [ront and Lors-
oA his excitement dashed after kim, |
" orward!” ehou aNK. “We
x::’c Jeave him to fight tbem single-
1 J

A moment afterwards they had reloined
Doniagsn, snd stoon arvund u corpse in the

! tmt'n Pike,” sald Vaiang. *Tho scoun-
drel 1s stons dend. He's ono to you, Dona- |

'!!I"ba others canaot bo far off,” said

o, my boy, Bm. kacp under coverd
Dow, ! Down!
q nm;.::m third bung, this time from
th t. Nervi.o, who had not ducked
snonph. bad his forehead grazed by

)
: 3
g'ft,:ind"no hit!" sald Gorden, rushing

-towards him,
“Jt's nothine! ‘t's nothing!” said Bervice.
“Ifss only o scratch’
t was itmperative for the boys to keep o
xh Pike luy dead bstween thein and

ton and the four mén, who were prob-

ably pos behini the trees. And Evans
4 the others, crouching in the Lushes,

& compact group ready for an attack

tron any sids,
fg dalyﬂ{ Garnett exclaimed:
“Whero is Briant7”’

an
“1 don't seq him.” said Wilcox.
nt had disappeared. kan began to
rk foudly, and it scemed ag though the
wultrgn"n witl one of the pirates,

*Briant! Briant!"” shouted Donagan.

And away tho boys «ll ran after the dog.
Evans could notkeep them back, They ran
1rom tree 1o "ﬁ .

“$.00k out, Mr, Evana'” shouted Cross,
throwing himself tiat on the uround.
{:ﬂlncﬂuly the gullor 5wox£ed, as a bul-
Jeg pluged vast o few inchesa )
tisiag lnlunt}‘y, ho saw one of Walston's
gen rusning off. It was Rock, whom he
missea the night hieforo.
re's one for you. Hock!” he shouted.
Quickly he simed snd fired. and Rock ¢ha-
appeared as suddenly as if the earth had
opensd under his feet.

*“Missed again, | auppose'” sald Kvans,

- All this took place in o few seconds, Im-
mediately afterwards Donagan’s voice was

heard,
;’Zﬁold on, Briant! Ilold on'’ hoshotted,
vans and tho othors dashed towards
him, and found Brinnt struggling with
(,p0, who had thrown himm down and was
going'to yun bim 1nrongh with his cut)ass,
hen Denagan jumnped to the rescuo Just in

ove him.

A M? tura the thrust into his own body
and fall without uttering a round.
Cope, scelug Evans. Garnett and Webb

attemuting to cut oft his retreat, tlad away
to the north, recelving a straguling volley
a8 he did so. He disappeared, and Fanre-
torned without having reaclied him,
Briant rose from the ground and lifted
onagan's head, and triod to revive him.
vans and the others came round, after
guickly loading thoir guny
Domarap had been stahbved full in the
chest, and, seeminglv. mortaliy.
Evana_stoopad, openad the boy’s walist-
coat, and tore open the sbirt. which waswet
Stith blood, There was a thin bleading gash
ar the fourth rib, on tho left side Hudthe
utlas touched the heart? No, for Donagun
11f Lreathell. Hut it was to bo foared that
6 luog bad been plerced, for the respira-
on was extremely feeble,
“Wo nust take him back to tho crvo,”
td Gordon. ‘"That's the only pluce whers
s cani Jook after him.”
rAnd save him ! said Briant, “Oh, m

y
r friend! It was for me that you nsked
r life!”

Liore ssomed to be an end to thoe batile,
Evans gave orders for lonagan to be
n st once to ¥rench Den Avwarently
ston had seen things going badly with
. and hadretreated into the woods. But,
nge to sey—and this made Fiang anx-
—neither Walston, nor Bramdt, nor
ad been seen, and these were the
s formidable of the gany.
nagan'a state regquired that he shounld
jed withont belng Jolted, and Service
flcox made a litter of bouehs, on
ich they iald him, still unconscious.
i four of his companions gently bors it.
ls the others walked on either gide with
s loaded, and 1evolvers in hand,
‘ney made straight for Auckland hill
tter that than following tho vath along
Nothing havponed to interfers
Sometimes DNouagan would
uch a painful sigh that Gord
sigoa j_uu]%.iin_ordur to liston tothorespira. |
tion. snd a Moment afterwards they would |
resume their progi 08s.

“Fhree-quarters of an honr had gone, ana |
'.goy were close 10 French Don, although
t“% door was hidden by a suoulder of the
(1111 0] ‘

Huddenly there was a shout from 7ealand
river, and Fan sprang off towardsy it,
~French Den was belng attached by Wal.
ton and his two companious. While Roek,
2)0 and -Pike lay 1n ambush 1 Trap
woods, Walston, lirandt and Cook had
climbed Auckland Hill, up the dry ved of
o torrent that fed Dike Creck. Rapidlv
running along the ridege, they had de-
scondod the gorize opening on 10 the river,
near the store-room, and then, with a rush,
ad fo! the door, which had not Leen

B g

on wounld

od.
om Evans come up soon enough?

His f an was formed instantiv, leaving
Croas, Webb and Garnett toguard Donagan,
who could not be ieft alono. he, with Gor-
don, Briant, Service and Wilcox, took the
shortest cut to the cave.

. In s few atrides they could sco the tor-
rige, where a sight met their eyes that al-
mast drove them to desvarr,

alston was coming out of the door,
dragging one Qf the boys towards the

atream. .

L3t was Jack, And in vain Kate strove to

toar him from Walston

- A mowment afterwards Branat appeared,

?ln&!‘\llk young Costar and bearing him off
n

same direction,

- Baxter threw himself upon Branat, who

witlt a blow knocked him to tho ground
The other toys ware not to be seen

~th-\y n already dealy with In the cave?

>Walaton and Brandt ran quick]y towards
the river.  And there was Cook waiting for
them with the yawl, that he had dragged
»gut of the s{ere-raom.
¢ QOnca on the loft bank, thoy would be out
of veach. Befors their 1etieat could be cut
gt{ the uld have got back to Bear Rock,
N 'J:’

Had

w0
ack and Costar as hostages in their

Jhands.

, Evans, Briant, Gordon, Cross and Wilcox
up. hoving toreach the bauk tefore

sWalston's men aroased the niver. To fireat

szuch a distance was to risk hitting tho pris-

ers.
Buyr_ Fan was auicker than the bovs,
unding on 1 front, sho sorane full at
randt’s throat. and sripped it hke avice

Tand with

?. fres himself from the doy Brandt had to
rap the boy. while Walston got Jack
almost to the water’s edre

Buddenly 3 man rushied from tho hall.

Lt veim his ol

onl e join his old compamians now ho
had forcea the door ot hus ur!‘son? Walston
wiought a0

“Here, Forbes! Hore! ha shouted, loudly.

Evansstopped and was zomﬁ totire,.whin
he saw Forbes dash on to-Walston, who,
aksn by aurprise, had 1o drov Jack and de-
fend himself, and ustantly thrust s cut-
lase i%l‘ghtﬂ antagonist.

Forbes foll at hia feot.  Walston snatched
avJack, who drew his revolver and shot
him voirt blank in the throat.  Urandr
reached the beat, whiere Walston Lad but

Justs 1:11\ snough to follow, and Cook
pushed the boat off, when there wasa loud
TepOrt :!nd a tolley of shot rattled into the

tor ali aAronn: :

m,
¢ waas the canmon, which Moko had fired
}:ronlh o embrasurs. Walston and Cock

ith the exception of thet ndrel
who had disapper ab Woous, Char.

n Tr.
man lsland was delivered from the muti.

noorL.

Aftor Moko's shower of grame, Briant had
n.t‘nén to the hitter. A few minutes after.
wards. Donsgan had been laid 1w the hall
without hav recovered consclrousnass,
while Forbes was laid on the tioor of the
. All through the ntent Kate,
" , DBriant. Wilcox. and Mr. Evaus

; 'ﬁbed over the wounded.
at Donagan had been seriously hurt

“wazs-uly too evilent. But as 1o respired
regularly, It looked &y thouzh the lung hald
not wuched. To dress the wound,

W
Kats used cerdam lea\essuch asarg
used tn Wastera America. which she feund
wing on some of the busnes at the nver
e, ey wero leaves of thealder tree,
which,:ra and made inlo compresses,
are very sficacious far checking imternal
luwmﬂgl, {u which the chief danger con-
sigtadl, " But with Forbes 1t was different;
W had wounded him iu the stomach.
<He kunow the thrust was mortal and when
returned to conscionsness, and saw Kate
ding over him. he had mormured —
apk yon. Kate! Toanks! It is use.
leas! lam done fori™
A&n the tears welled into his oyes,
“Ho; Forbes” sald Evans "‘\ ou have

for your crimes, You wiit live.”
« ol o?‘ unfortunats man was todie. In
+ spite of all that was done he grew hourly
| wores, aud aboat 4 o'clock fs spirit pa

WY, 5

%ﬁ't&. prasence of Rock and Cope was
dange 3 socurity_could not W complets
until they sere unable to do imury. And
Evansd wd o have dope with them beo-
ﬁo:‘ startige for Bear Rock, With Gordon,

wans, &ﬁ?r and Wll\oo;; ho went oft “ti\:t
wary day. 1¥ armed and accompam ¥y
Fax. o wh Y fRatinct. they crusted to re-

eover .
~ 7 The search was heither ditheult, nor lonx.
dapueerous  Cope was found dead a few
tds strom where he had received the

volley in his back. Fike was found where
Lo had been shot st the beginning of the
hattle, and the myntery of Rock’s disappear-
an¢a w2y soon solved by his being foumd 1n
une of Wilcox's traps, which gerved for the
grave of all thres mutineers,

the yawl had been recovered fo one of
the backwaters of thoriver. The men had
failen out of her aud been carried away out
to sea. and she had been aimost uninfured
by Moko's volley which had passed just
over her. ke was brought back to French
Denm and loaded with tools ant provisions,
a favorable wind she was off on
the Gth of De ember in Y.vapy’ chiarge.

the was soon acress the Jake, and Lefore
hulf past eleven Ismant pointed out the

1 ereek by whichthe river entered. Running

with the tide thev wers soon down the
river. And on the sand near the Bear Rock
they found the Severn boat high and dry,
Next morning the boat was got afloat and
the {nwl went abead to tow her along.
11ard work it was, nnd when the ebb made
itself felt the: work was hardor, and 3t was
not til) ive o'clock that evening that they
got her into the lake,

Jivans did not think it prudent to cross
that night, ard so o pitched his camp on
the shore under o hig beech tree, where all
slept soundly till the morning,

Then ‘*Aboard" was the word, and ths
sail_was set, and with the heavy boat bo-
hind her away went tho yawl for French
Len. ‘Ihe boat was full of water to the
thwarte, and 1f slie had sunk would bave
dragged down the yawl with her, 80 that
Evans stood ready all the tume tocut the
tow-rope. But, fortunately, ull went well,
and at ; o'clock the bost and ker tug were
in Zealand river, moored oftf the pier.

While the boys had Leen away, Donagan
had becoire a little bLetter, and was now
wble to return the preasure of the hand that
Briant gave him. His breathing came more
eastly, and_evidently the lunsz was safe.
Although he was Kent on a low diet, ns
stiength began 1o return, and under Kate's
leaf compresses, which nhe renewed every
two hours, the wound bezan to close. Frob-
ably his convalescence would take some
ume, but he had suthcient vitality to make
his recovery almost a certainty,
Tho work of repairing the boat was begun
in earnest next morning. It Wwok 30 days,
and was not over before the 8th of January,
b n's conval had now sufh-
ciently advanced for him to bo taken out of
doora, aithough he was still ver{ weak,
The fresh air and more gubstantial food vis.
ibly himproved him.and his comradeshad
no intention of going away before ho was
able to endure a voyawe of some weeks
without fear of a relanse,
On the .sd of February all the cargo was
1n 5ntg place, nand 3t onlf remained to ix the
ante of sailing, it Donagan was strong
enough to stand the voyage. The brave fel-
low unswered for himself that he was.
The departure was tined for the &th of
Fobruary.
1 he evening before Gordon set at liberty
al] the domestic amimals.
in the morning the boys embarked in the
sloop, with the yawlin tow. Dopagan was
1aid aft near Evans, who took charge of tho
titler. In the Bow Briant and Moko looked
aftar the sails, although thev trusted to the
current to take them down the river.
‘ILhe others, mcluding Fau, were where
fancy led them,
‘The moorings were cast off and the oars
struck the water,
Threo cheers saluted the hospitable cave
winch for so many months had afforded the
boys a shelter, and it was not witbout emo-
tion that they saw Auckland hill disappear
behind the trees,
It was very lute when tho boat reached
the tiver moutlh; and as the darknesas made
the steerng difticule through the recfs,
Evans, cantious seaman as he was, thought
he had better wait il daybreak.
I ie night was quiet enough. ‘The wind
dropped, and when the seabirds had got
back to their holes in the rocks absolute
siience relgned in Schooner Bav, !

In the morping the land breeze blew, and
tho sca was calm to tho verv extreme point
of south Moors. At du[{break Evans made
?‘?{vle and the sloop headed out of Zealand

T,

Ononaside the long Land of Desolation de-
veloped its Hat and and shore, showing no
trace of the rich vegetation of Charman
jsland. On the other was the capniciously
indented Crocker neninsuia. along which
Evans intended to coast 50 asto get round
Cane Froward and run up the coast of the
Brunswick penmnsula to Punta Arena

Itawas not necessary for him to go so far,
In the mornipg of the 14th, Service, who
was on the lookout 11y the bow, reported:
"Swoke on the starboard bow.”

The smoko of a fisherman’s tire?” asked

ordon.

“No,” said Evans, “that is a steamer’s
moke,”

8
In that direction the land was too far off
for the smoke from & camv to be seen.
lmisediately Iriaut climbed to the mast.

end.
A shin! aship?” he shouted. :
The ship was soon 1 sight frem the deck. '
It was a steamer of about 800 tons, ap
pronching at the rate of 11 knots an hour. _ |
Thero were cheers from the sloop, and :
some of the gun> were fired. bhe was
sighted, and 10 minutes afterwards she was ‘
alongside the Graftom, Lound to Australia,
Capt. Long of the Grafton was immedi-
ately 1old of the wreck of the schooner, the
news of which had been very widely spread |
in England and America, and at once took
the sloon's passengers on beard. He ever
offered to take them on direct to Auckland, |
wlich would not be very far out o1 his road, '
for the Grafton's destination was Mel- |
tourne, in the south of Australia '
Tho voyaze was aquick one, and on the
261h of February the steamer cast anchor
1 Aucklana harbor, and our heroes were
|

suon ashore.

Within a fow days, two years had elapsed '
suice the 156 pumis hiom Charman’s Schkool |
had been cast wdnift in the Pacitic, I
_ Wa need not dwell on the joy of the
iamilies to whom the boyvs cnme back, i
all who had heen carmed away that long
1800 Jeagues from New Zealand, not one!
was missing, \Vhen the news spread that
the Grafton wuas in tho narbor with the
bovs on board, the whole town turned out
tolwatlcom?lﬂéem. ] '

iate an vans had, of course, & grand
reception. A publhie subscnpnoug was
startod, and a ship was bought and named
the Charman, of which Evans was to ba
owner and captain, om condition that
Auckinnd remained her headquarters.
And when she 1soturned from her voyages,
Evang always met with the warmestof
welcome from his friends, the boya,

Itue Exp.)

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



	Adrift-1890-02-22
	Adrift-1890-02-24
	Adrift-1890-02-25
	Adrift-1890-02-26
	Adrift-1890-02-27
	Adrift-1890-02-28
	Adrift-1890-03-01
	Adrift-1890-03-03
	Adrift-1890-03-04
	Adrift-1890-03-05
	Adrift-1890-03-06
	Adrift-1890-03-07
	Adrift-1890-03-08
	Adrift-1890-03-10
	Adrift-1890-03-11
	Adrift-1890-03-12
	Adrift-1890-03-13
	Adrift-1890-03-14

