An Equal Opportunity University

+1 814 863 0775 / FAX +1 814 865 3735

Stephen G. Simpson

Shibley Professor of Mathematics

The Pennsylvania State University 333 McAllister Building University Park, PA 16802 Internet: simpson@math.psu.edu

November 7, 1991

Wei-Chang Shann (æûü) Department of Math National Central University Chung-Li, Taiwan R. O. C.

Dear Wei-Chang,

As you know, pmc is a rudimentary set of TEX macros and fonts for Chinese characters. Up until now, pmc on our computer system has supported only simplified characters. However, I have just installed support for traditional characters as well. This letter is a test of the traditional character extensions.

The suggested usage is to put a line such as ninput pmCb somewhere near the beginning of your TEX file. You can then use nbeginBchinese and nendBchinese to delimit groups. Within such a group, TEX will be able to process BIG-5 codes for traditional Chinese characters. Such a group should contain nothing except BIG-5 character codes and plain ASCII, and the line containing nbeginBchinese should not contain anything else. However, such groups may contain the usual TEX control sequences. To preview and print your DVI files, use xdvi and dvips as usual. Some bugs and workarounds are discussed near the beginning of the pmCb.tex input file.

As I’m sure you know, BIG-5 is the Chinese character code system which is used in places like Taiwan and Hong Kong. The BIG-5 variant used here is completely compatible with your beloved ETEN (ÊÑ) Chinese word processor. It is also compatible with the Taiwan national standard CNS-11643.

Those who prefer simplified characters can proceed as above with pmCb replaced by pmCs, nbeginBchinese replaced by nbeginchinese, nendBchinese replaced by nendchinese, and BIG-5 replaced by GB. Here GB stands for Guo2-Biao1 (êÐ, GB-2312), the standard system of Chinese character codes which is used on the mainland. In this case only, you can use nbigCtrue to give your Chinese characters an extra magstep 2 magnification.

In order to use pmc as above, you will need a way to insert BIG-5 or GB coded Chinese characters into your TEX files. For this purpose you can use Chinese vi or Chinese Emacs within a Chinese Xterm window. All of this software is presently running on our system under X Windows or Open Windows.

Here is an excerpt from a newsletter published by AHKCUS, the Association of Hong Kong Chinese in the United States.

üêżäØHp|Ä@ą~| üêżäØHp|Ä@ąg~j|Nóż~Q@ëEé ÜQ@ébvęÖjÇl}AwïUÉHh CuC

To Wei-Chang Shann (æûü) Page 2

üäpĺSSóţ~GëbÛ[ô|æžþüżäØHj |WAÑhÓÓÛüêUažÎéÎÓOH hÕĺAőbč ÒďêMżäžÁDoiAPiďêMżäHvAčłêÚ ąïďêMżäžö‘ÎO @ďêHbüêžQqMvQC

~|we|ÜÐFhìÁDčÕťžNíMüêê|ş ûCuC@żäÁDPùNíóTŕąÉN bPÁ|æžã Q|WNyE@¡ïÎżäÁDeďzDØoítąC@ã Q|wïWÉHhÑPQŒ Cżääp|BÁDďê}uB żäMWÇÍp|ÎþüÇÛpěąbj|žÜÐWæWC j|NóQ@ëEéUÈżÉTQÀbvęÖjÇńz ÂÒjó£ą}õC@@sTÑžş{čF |ÈøiÎFÆ |žïï~Aç]AF^UWaÀ|ąÊBËQp|[cB ÀqÓ~ęďěC we|ôpOÿ~|}äùřîaüÿADnHÀ|â æâòMUÉHh¡ÚÓwÆgOC@ÖN óUj|}äH hA¡ÚiHæG

@@ÏÖÙÑãáA @@řšűű@Ù@áüúííüA@ÜåA @@áýñüí@řťřA @ @åéûðñöïüœöA@ÒÑ@śŕŕŕťD

@@äĳïYG@ÏÖÙÑãáD @@üäp~|we|pÿ@G@qÜ]şŕů^śşşÐ ůřśşA@Çu]šŕř^şşřÐ ůÿťşA@êÚq lló@éïõIéðóëýûDœúïC

I hope you find this interesting.

Best regards,

Stephen G. Simpson