
Student Life 

Download Cheap and Legal Music 

Matt Calabria will investigate ways to bring affordable and legal file sharing to UNC-Chapel 
Hill by looking into contracting with file sharing companies, as Pennsylvania State 
University has recently done. 

There are several signs that music downloading will be an important issue facing students in 
the near future. First, the UNC Honor Code, in addition to state and national law, prohibits 
students from downloading music the way most students do now, and as Student Attorney 
General Jonathan Slain has publicized, students caught downloading music illegally are subject 
to prosecution in Honor Court. Secondly, the Recording Industry Association of America has 
taken steps toward prosecuting college students for illegally downloading music – including 
students at UNC. Finally, because of all the recent legal pressure, some alarmed members of 
the North Carolina General Assembly have begun to consider legislating a forced solution unless 
the UNC-system administration does something soon. 

In response, Matt Calabria will advocate that UNC investigate a Penn State-style agreement to 
give students the option to download low-cost, legal, high-quality music. Penn State recently 
brokered a deal with Napster2 that gave students this option without even raising students’ 
fees. To ensure this idea’s feasibility, Matt has been in contact with Ian Rosenberger, Penn 
State’s Student Body President, and with companies such as the College Entertainment 
Network, which provide technological services to college campuses reliably and at competitive 
rates. Other services these companies might be able to provide include a low cost on-
campus movie channel and a multicast client that would enable students to watch 
television on their computers. Although this process must be carefully undertaken and will 
probably extend past his tenure, Matt Calabria will make it a priority in his administration. 

Additionally, the Calabria administration will proactively encourage the University’s 
Information Technology Services to include legal file sharing software in CCI software 
bundles. To this effect, Matt Calabria supports UNC Student Congress Resolution SCR-85-049, 
which resolves that: “Student Congress encourage ITS to bundle Apple’s iTunes software with 
all new CCI ThinkPads in 2004. In addition, Student Congress encourages ITS to include a 
session at C-TOPS that illustrates the dangers of file-sharing and how to use the iTunes 
software since it is a legal alternative for downloading copyrighted music” (Passed 1/20/2004). 

Bring Back the Seventy-five Block Meal Plan 

At the end of the semester, students often have leftover meals from their block meal plans, 
which they lose. Students used to be able to purchase seventy-five meal block plans, but the 
smallest offering for the past couple of years has been one hundred meals. Matt Calabria will 
work for the return of the seventy-five meal block plan to better contour to students’ 
needs. With a smaller block plan available, students can save money that would otherwise 
have been wasted and put it toward other parts of their education. 

Carolina Dining Services and Student Stores Audit 

CDS and Student Stores generally does an excellent job of providing students what they need, 
but it would benefit from some feedback on what students would like to see them carry and 
what they do not use. For example, Chase Mini-mart does not sell certain common hygiene 
products, yet it sells products like oven cleaner that South Campus students would never use. 



Other Student Stores locations have similar quirks. That's why Matt Calabria will perform an 
audit with Student Stores to make sure students can buy the products they want and need. 

This would not be the first time Matt Calabria has worked with Student Stores. Matt has served 
as Student Government's representative to Student Stores in the past, and he was a member of 
the committee that initiated the book buyback registration programs that currently save 
students thousands of dollars each year. He has the experience and relationships necessary to 
get students what they want, and he hopes to make that a reality in the coming year. 

Secure Off Campus Storage 

During the summer and breaks, the vast majority of students move out of the Chapel Hill area, 
and these students need to store their stuff. This is a particular problem for out-of-state 
students, for whom long trips home make it difficult for them to take their belongings with 
them. Matt Calabria will use Student Government’s publicizing ability and large potential 
customer base to negotiate with local storage facilities to obtain the best possible rate for 
students. This way, students and local businesses get the best possible deal for their money. 

Create a Students' Handbook Adapted from Parents Handbook 

When do tuition bills come? Where can I find good Indian food on Franklin Street? I can get a 
free bicycle where? What does the Black Cultural Center do? Where should I go to buy my cap 
and gown? What hotels can my parents stay at when they visit me? What’s the deal with 
student insurance plans? I actually have to fill out a special application to graduate? Where do I 
find the basketball schedule? 

It’s not always easy to find the answers to these questions. To help students – especially 
incoming freshmen – find the information they need, Matt Calabria wants to create a 
Students’ Guide to Life at Carolina that would highlight useful information about 
academics, class registration, financial issues, university policy, extracurricular activities, 
athletics, local businesses, and many other topics. A Carolina Parents Handbook currently 
exists with useful tips for parents, but students are left to surf the web and pepper 
upperclassmen with questions. 

Many universities across the country have such handbooks. For example, Harvard University’s 
handbook contains a great deal of information about local restaurants and nightlife 
(http://hsa.net/up/ugh.html), while UNC-Asheville’s handbook focuses primarily on policies, 
faculty procedures, and student organizations 
(http://www.unca.edu/studentaffairs/handbook.pdf). If so many other universities can do 
this, why can’t Carolina? UNC already has enormous amounts of information on certain topics 
available to students, but it’s often inaccessible or scattered among the many web pages on 
the UNC home page (and on top of everything, most students find the UNC search engine a 
waste of time). 

Since all of Student Stores’ profits go to financing scholarships, the sale of student handbooks – 
and the sale of advertisements in the handbook – would also be a great way to help increase 
the number and size of available scholarships. 

Hearing the Student Voice 

All too often Student Government tackles problems without knowing what students think about 
them. In the past, Student Body Presidential candidates have vowed to hear students’ opinions 
by holding office hours in the Pit or conducting cabinet meetings in rotating locations around 



campus. Few of these methods have ever been implemented, and those that were generally 
failed to turn out students. 

Matt Calabria, on the other hand, will increase students’ voice in Student Government by 
providing effective venues for them to voice their opinions. Students will not come to 
Student Government, Student Government will come to students. First, when students call 
various University services to complain about a problem they had with the administration, Matt 
Calabria’s staff will request that the administration ask those students if they would mind 
being contacted by a Student Government representative. If they agree, Matt Calabria’s 
staff will contact them and ask them to tell Student Government about whatever problem they 
encountered. Armed with that information, cabinet members will be better able to pinpoint 
what problems students have and to create solutions aimed at fixing them. 

Second, Matt Calabria will publicize and maintain a blog on the Student Government 
website. Bulletin boards already exist, but those are seldom used. Through greater publicity 
and a more accessible system, students will be better able to contact their representatives. 

Third, Matt Calabria will periodically attend meetings of student organizations to hear what 
they are doing and what Student Government can do to help. Student Government must be 
able to adjust to new challenges that students are having, and this would be an effective way 
to discover what those challenges are and how to potentially solve them. 

Fourth, Matt Calabria will conduct a survey once a semester to find out what students think 
are the most serious problems they face. The Calabria campaign successfully conducted one 
before building our platform, and we will be sure to continue listening to the student voice. 

Expanding Public Service 

Matt Calabria will expand the role of the Public Service & Advocacy Committee (PSAC) to 
include putting individuals and groups seeking to perform public service in touch with 
organizations in need of extra help to get the job done. In doing research for this platform, 
the Calabria campaign found several instances where short-staffed organizations existed at the 
same time as others were still looking for public service. For example, Project Rush Hour 
reported that having greater human resources would be beneficial for their organization at the 
same time that First Year Residential Education program members reported having difficulties 
finding ways to fulfill their public service hours. There are certainly many opportunities for 
public service provided through APPLES and various organizations. Matt Calabria would work to 
increase communication between those organizations to try to help all of them work more 
effectively and collaboratively. 

IM Names for UNC Departments 

The Undergraduate Library has an IM name that is always online, where students can send their 
comments and questions. This is a great way to get quick, easy feedback. Matt Calabria will 
encourage other UNC facilities to set up screen names. Examples of departments that should 
set up screen names include General College academic advising and Davis Library. 

Helping Student Organizations 

Student organizations often have difficulty meeting their specific needs. For one, student 
groups have often found it confusing and stressful to figure out how to get money from Student 
Congress, find low-cost publishers for their publications, acquire meeting space, and perform 
other everyday functions. Moreover, because of the fast pace at which Student Congress has to 



move in order to tackle the number of funding requests it receives, Congress members 
frequently decline or make serious changes to an organization’s funding request so quickly that 
an organization’s representative(s) is not entirely sure of what happened, why it did not get 
funding, or what he or she must do to make its request acceptable. To assist student 
organizations, Matt Calabria will create a “Cheat Sheet” on how to apply for, receive, and 
use funding from Student Government, as well as reserve space for meetings and events. 
This sheet will serve as a central resource for student organizations, providing all relevant 
information in one accessible format. Available online, this sheet would give a more informal 
and practical explanation of how the organizations can navigate university procedures to get 
necessary funding and meeting spaces. Among other things, the sheet would include 
information about Student Congress procedures, requirements for funding requests, the general 
timeline for funding approval, and relevant contacts on the Student Congress Finance 
Committee and in the Student Body Treasurer’s office. 

Secondly, advertising for Student Organizations via the Cubes next to the Pit is sometimes 
challenging, as some organizations are forced to use spots on the Cubes which are not often 
seen due to the direction they face. To remedy this problem, Matt Calabria will advocate 
that the cubes be rotated regularly, so as to increase the equity and usefulness of the 
different sides of each cube, along with decreasing time spent waiting for prime spots. 

Third, the recently revamped Carolina Calendar is currently under-utilized, yet it has the 
potential to be an outlet for students, student organizations, parents, and local residents to 
publicize events and increase attendance at those events. Matt Calabria will encourage 
student organizations to utilize the Carolina Calendar and make it the one comprehensive 
calendar of events, so as to mutually benefit the students and student organizations of the 
university by increasing awareness of events. 

Streamline Websites So Students Can Find Information More Easily 

The current UNC website is difficult to navigate. For one, the search engine is terrible at 
finding items contained within the UNC server, which forces students to use Google and other 
search tools to find things on the UNC website. Secondly, many web pages do not present the 
information students seek. To solve this, Matt Calabria, through Student Government’s 
Information Technology Committee, will work in cooperation with administrators to audit 
the major components of the UNC website and find ways to make the most highly sought 
after information more accessible to students. Specifically, he will: 

• Work with the administration to restructure many of the websites (such as those that include 
graduation requirements) so that students can find the information they need in one place and 
more easily. 

• Work to make the search engine more effective at finding things throughout the UNC 
website. This may include investigating the possible pursuit of a deal with a private search 
engine company like Google, which colleges like the University of Maryland have done. 

• Develop the MyUNC portal to make it more contain helpful information and incorporate 
useful functions (see “Develop, Promote, and Publicize ‘MyUNC’ Portal” in this platform). 

Association of Student Leaders 

Matt Calabria wants to revive the Association of Student Leaders, a now disbanded 
organization that was run in past years by the Daily Tarheel to gain feedback from leaders 
of student groups on campus. The Daily Tarheel is by far the most powerful campus media 



organization, and so it is important that students have a channel for giving feedback to the 
DTH about how they believe their activities are being covered. Some members of minority, 
Greek, special interest, political action, and public service organizations on campus have 
expressed dissatisfaction with the coverage of their activities. While Student Government has 
no authority to influence how stories are written – and for good reason – it should help campus 
organizations communicate and work in a cooperative manner. Via the ASL, Student 
Government will proactively seek the opinions of student groups, expanding the student voice 
and helping organizations work together. 

Develop, Promote, and Publicize “My UNC” Portal 

The My UNC web portal (my.unc.edu) could provide many functions that students currently 
would like to have at their fingertips, but it remains highly underdeveloped. While the site has 
existed for a few years, hardly anyone on campus knows about it. There are two factors 
responsible for this. First, the portal has been very poorly publicized, and second, while it puts 
several highly-used functions on one page, it still lacks many features that students would 
otherwise appreciate. 
 
To make this page a useful tool to students, Matt Calabria will make the speedy 
development of this website a top priority for the Information Technology Committee. To 
do this, students will work closely with members of the administration to promote features 
that will be highly useful and accessible to students. The site should include links to several 
major search engines and important UNC pages such as the academic calendar or the Honors 
Program website. The portal can be a convenient and useful homepage for UNC students, but 
only if it is developed properly. 

Increase Information Technology Involvement 

A main channel by which faculty and students voice their ideas about UNC’s information 
technology services is the Faculty Information Technology Advisory Committee. However, due 
to insufficient publicity and concern, Student Government has only erratically maintained a 
strong presence on FITAC, and faculty seats have often remained empty! Matt Calabria will 
make sure that Student Government bolsters its presence on this committee and 
encourages faculty from various departments to take part in its activities. With the campus 
network, CCI, ATN, and many other important services to consider, students should have only 
the most steadfast representation. 

Campus Living 
Extend Park-N-Ride Shuttle Hours 

A large portion of the student body depends upon park-n-ride lots. Access to their cars is 
limited by the operation hours of shuttles to these parking lots. These shuttles stop running at 
8:00 p.m., but students cannot move their cars to even the nearest lots, Swain and Caldwell, 
until at least 9:00 p.m. Compounding the problem, the lot is reserved for faculty members who 
rarely utilize it after 7:00 p.m. Matt Calabria will work to extend the hours of park-n-ride 
shuttle operation to 9:00 p.m. This would result in a more efficient use of parking spaces and 
enable students who are on campus during late hours to be proximate to their places of work, 
especially during dark hours when it is most dangerous to walk. 

Housing Charity Drive 

Too often, students have items left over at the end of the semester that they no longer want to 
keep but are still functional. Matt Calabria will make it easier for students to give these 



unwanted items to needy families in the community. Specifically, he will publicize an 
initiative to provide bins for donations of small items like food, clothing, school supplies and 
small electronic devices. These donations can then be distributed to needy families in the 
community to help give them a leg up. The Campus Y already has a program to do this, but it 
has gone under-publicized and under-utilized in the past. Student government ought to focus 
some of its resources toward this noble cause, helping it have a greater impact on the 
community. 

Murals in New South Campus Dorms 

Many students have complained about the sterile-looking walls of the four new South Campus 
dorms. Matt Calabria would work with the RHA and Dr. Chris Payne, Director of Housing and 
Residential Education, to investigate the feasibility of painting murals on the inner hallway 
walls of the new dorms. Sections of the hallway could be sold to groups or individuals that 
would like to paint them, or Student Government, in conjunction with RHA and the housing 
administration, could conduct a mural submission contest. Either way, painting murals on South 
Campus dorms would be an easy and enjoyable way to decorate the new South Campus dorms. 

Coordinating On-Campus Safety 

Since the Residence Hall Association currently governs the various residence halls, they have an 
important perspective on safety and security of the halls under their purview. Matt Calabria 
will add an RHA representative to the Student Government Safety Committee. Beyond 
increasing the scope of the committee, this addition will also eliminate redundancy among 
various bodies of Student Government. 

Helping You Get Around 

Matt Calabria will work to improve student transportation on and around campus through 
two venues: 

1. Zip Cars: Zip Cars are an innovative service provided by local business that allows individuals 
to rent out cars for short periods of time. Matt Calabria will better publicize this highly useful 
service. 

2. Bus Routes: Students need more information to fully utilize the free bus service provided by 
Chapel Hill Transit. Matt Calabria will urge the town to put extended maps and schedules at all 
bus stops. He will also ask Chapel Hill Transit to expand the Common Routes section on their 
website. 

Reassessing Our Pedestrian Campus 

Poor pedestrian traffic dynamics hamper the quality of life of South Campus students. 
Construction sites and equipment often impede students’ paths. The placement of crosswalks 
and sidewalk barriers is often unfriendly to natural traffic flows. For roads intersecting in a 
community of over 4000 pedestrians, Manning Drive and Ridge Road are far too busy. To 
improve the quality of life of students living on South Campus, and to bring the aesthetic 
appeal of South Campus to the level that North Campus residents take for granted, Matt 
Calabria will support the proposed re-evaluation of Manning Drive’s role in South Campus. 
This proposal encourages the use of traffic calming measures, the creation of more convenient 
bus stops and gathering places, and other changes to Manning Drive as it passes through South 
Campus. 



Protecting our Environment 

Over the last several years Carolina has made significant strides in our commitment to the 
environment. In fact, our efforts to promote sustainability and protect green space are 
unparalleled in the South and among many of our peer institutions, starting with the creation 
of the National Student Environmental Action Coalition at UNC with the Threshold conference 
in 1989, which attracted over 1700 students from around the country. Then, also in 1989, UNC 
internalized recycling with the creation of the office of Waste Reduction and Recycling because 
of student pressure. In 1999, student pressure pushed the university to internalize the idea of 
sustainability with the creation of the Sustainability Coordinator position and a Sustainability 
Coalition. 

More recently UNC students have shown environmental leadership with the passage of the 
Green Energy referendum last year. The initiative, aimed at finding new, innovative, and 
student-driven approaches to producing energy on campus will be a centerpiece of Matt’s 
administration in the months to come, beginning with UNC’s hosting of the 2004 Southeast 
Student Renewable Energy Conference and continuing with support for the reauthorization of 
the green energy referendum next Spring. The following are a few of Matt Calabria’s innovative 
approaches to protecting the environment at UNC: 

Teaching Sustainable Development 

Carolina is a walking classroom when it comes to smart growth. The issues of green energy, 
university expansion, and environmental preservation are all hot topics that are being 
addressed right now. In light of this, Matt Calabria will seek to create a Sustainable 
Development Curriculum as Student Body President. 

Currently, two freshmen seminars, one in town-gown relations and another concerning the 
growth of cities tackle these topics, and are indicative of the myriad of interdisciplinary course 
offerings that could be used to arm students with knowledge and insight into how our 
communities grow. Making Carolina students versed in the nuances of sustainable development 
would enable future student leaders to square off in debates with campus officials as educated 
decision-makers, and not short-sighted advocates. 

Recycling All of Our Trash 

One unintended consequence of the Carolina Computing Initiative is the creation of a new set 
of high-tech waste on our campus. Print cartridges, computer batteries, and even laptops 
themselves are disposable items after they become worn out or simply outdated, given rapid 
changes in technology. To ensure that our movement into the 21st Century does not come 
at the expense of the environment, Matt Calabria will negotiate with companies, like the 
Rechargeable Battery Recycling Corporation to ensure that spare computer parts and 
technological accessories are recycled. 

But that is not enough. Often by the time students leave Carolina, they have already purchased 
a second and sometimes third laptop to keep up with changes in technology. To find a home 
for all unwanted computers on campus, Matt Calabria plans to partner with needy school 
districts in the Triangle area to allow students to donate their CCI laptops so that schools 
struggling to put technology in the classroom can benefit from the use of thousands of top-
of-the-line machines. 

Toward a Paperless Student Government 



Now that technology permeates every aspect of our lives, it’s time for Student Government to 
take the vast majority of its business from paper and pencil to the web. In Matt Calabria’s 
administration, no longer will there be weekly paper reports and printed agendas for Cabinet 
meetings. Instead all students that are interested in the activities of Student Government can 
go online to find all the information they need, not only keep up with the latest decisions that 
are being made, but also to dialogue in message boards and chat services that can serve as ad 
hoc committee meetings and informal forums with the Chancellor, members of the Board of 
Trustees, and other important campus leaders. 

Best Idea on Wheels 

What's sadder than a broken bicycle? A kid without a bike. Carrboro-based The ReCYCLEry has 
the solution to both problems. They collect busted and rusty two-wheelers, replace faulty 
parts, spiff them up and get them back on the road again by giving them to kids who can't 
afford them. 

Since they got rolling last summer, the ReCYCLEry has given away hundreds of bikes. But their 
staff doesn't just donate the bikes; they share the skills kids need to keep things pedaling along 
smoothly. With the group's "Earn a Bike" program, kids learn by doing, repairing their own bikes 
and then hopefully passing their know-how on to their neighbors. Matt Calabria will help 
publicize green-friendly resources like the Carrboro-based ReCYCLEry, by initiating a 
campaign to get students to donate their used and under-used bicycles to this worthy 
cause. 

Make Carolina a More Sustainable Campus 

Carolina’s campus is ripe with potential resource efficiency projects that can cut energy costs. 
Student organizations like RESPC and SEAC research many of these projects. However, these 
groups do not always have the resources to implement their energy efficient and 
environmentally friendly initiatives. By making campus sustainability a priority of the 
executive branch, Matt Calabria will harness the skills of student groups and facilities 
planning staff to reduce waste, conserve energy, and save Carolina money. 

Push for Paperless Classes 

Over the past five years, the University’s investment in technology has ballooned to 
accommodate the inclusion of Blackboard, PowerPoint, and CCI laptops in the process of 
teaching and learning. But our rush to learn on the web has not created a decrease in the 
amount of paper students and faculty use for class-related materials. 

To save the University money and to reaffirm our commitment to the environment Matt 
Calabria will investigate the use of internet tools for grading papers – so that professors can 
put corrections/comments directly on a document file – and conducting large-scale 
examinations. If everyone has a laptop and a wireless connection, why are we still filling out 
scantrons on a regular basis? 

Increasing Recycling Access 

Franklin Street is littered with trash bins, but there are few recycling opportunities west of the 
post office. Matt Calabria will work with the Town of Chapel Hill to add recycling bins to areas 
of Franklin Street frequented by students. 



Small Changes 

The following are a few smaller initiatives that are reflective of the role students play in 
protecting the environment, and are programs Matt Calabria will make a reality as Student 
Body President: 

• Sit Down with Student Groups and Congress to Coordinate Student Appointments for Campus 
Environmental Committees and Task Forces 

• Establishing Energy Misers on Vending Machines 

• Converting Energy from Stationary Bikes into Power for Overhead Televisions at the SRC 

• Solar Panels on the Roof of Renovated Morrison 

• Create Recycling Stations Outside Kenan Stadium and the Dean Dome 

• Add More Underclassmen to RESPC to Increase the Size and Continuity of this Policy-Setting 
Committee from Year-to-Year 

Enhance the Off-Campus Housing Association 

OCHA needs to be diversified. Currently, the entirely upperclassman membership is 
concentrated in too small a number of apartment complexes. OCHA’s exclusively 
upperclassman membership limits its ability to address the concerns of students who have yet 
to move into off-campus housing, as well as students who have multiple years of off-campus 
life ahead of them. The lack of diversity in residence prevents OCHA from accurately assessing 
and responding to the needs of the entire off-campus student population. Additionally, OCHA’s 
sublet, furniture, and roommate listings are most effective when participation is maximized. 
Matt Calabria will designate one seat on OCHA as a mandatory underclassman seat, and 
encourage greater age and geographic diversity on OCHA. Matt Calabria will also encourage 
OCHA members to meet with residents of Granville Towers and IFC members, both of which 
are off-campus communities often inadvertently left out of “off-campus” considerations. 

OCHA’s fine booklet is a good resource, but it does not include all apartment complexes 
available to students, nor do enough students have access to it. To improve students’ 
awareness of off-campus housing options, Matt Calabria will maximize the listings in OCHA’s 
booklet and support better advertising for it. 

The academic and social quality of life for off-campus students could be greatly improved by 
convenient access to the campus LAN and E-reserves, which are unavailable off campus. Matt 
Calabria will support the offering of discounted wireless Ethernet service to off-campus 
students. 

OCHA’s performs a valuable, unique service to students seeking off-campus housing. However, 
too few students are aware of the relatively new OCHA. Matt Calabria will support moderate 
funding increases to allow OCHA to improve its advertising and the quality of its booklet. 



Academics 
(Use arrows ( / ) to expand/collapse individual planks.) 

Revive C-START 

When the C-START Program, an initiative by which undergraduates can teach official classes for 
credit to their fellow students, was worried about the program’s continuity and survival, they 
came to Matt Calabria. He has already begun the fight to increase the program’s strength and 
visibility on campus. As Student Body President, Matt Calabria and his administration will 
fight to publicize and increase the scope of the program by enhancing the ideological 
diversity of the courses offered in coordination with university officials to make sure the 
program gets the funding it deserves. 

The C-START Program is relatively new at UNC and usually teaches a handful of classes each 
year. With Matt Calabria’s help, UNC will rival its top-notch peer institutions that provide 
dozens of similar student-taught classes. 

Replacing the Degree Audit System (Academic Worksheets Online) 

The current “degree audit” system on Student Central is supposed to calculate students’ 
degree progress and display remaining requirements for graduation, yet the system has proven 
unreliable. The computerized degree audit system displays false information on a regular basis, 
especially when assessing majors that contain special requirements (i.e. music),. This 
unreliability misinforms students and leaves many scrambling to fulfill overlooked graduation 
requirements in their last semesters at UNC. 

 
Through his work as Chair of the Academic Affairs Committee in Student Government, Matt 
Calabria helped ensure that this system would be replaced with an interactive online academic 
worksheet. This worksheet, which will be developed by UNC’s information technology staff, 
will resemble the major-specific academic worksheets that advisers currently use in their 
sessions. These should be online when the new curriculum takes effect in 2006. 

The new worksheets will be designed for the new curriculum, which is even more complex than 
the current one. That’s why Matt Calabria will work with the Academic Affairs Committee of 
Student Government to ensure that the new interactive academic worksheets are 
understandable and easy to use. The program designers will receive feedback to guarantee 
the worksheets display information clearly, plainly show what courses students have 
completed, and reliably indicate what students have yet to complete. Since Matt Calabria 
spearheaded this program, he will be able to implement it with ease. 

No Saturday Exams 

In past semesters, the administration’s Calendar Committee has scheduled exams on Saturdays– 
something that many students dislike because it drastically alters their daily routines. This 
committee has a seat for a Student Government representative, but student participation has 
been low in past years because the meeting is usually held early in the morning on a weekday. 
Matt Calabria sat on the Calendar Committee and successfully lobbied to eliminate Saturday 
exams for one semester. If elected, Matt Calabria will continue to fight to prevent Saturday 
exam days through the Calendar Committee. 

Academic Credit for Theater Participation 



Drama students at Carolina, with organizations such as Lab! Theatre or Company Carolina, put 
on brilliant productions every semester. These performances are the culmination of extensive 
hours of work and effort, yet they do not earn academic credit. Matt Calabria wants to 
provide a program that allows drama majors to earn an hour of credit for involvement with 
Carolina student theater productions. This credit will be available to students who work with 
professors in major performances to receive concrete recognition for their semester’s 
endeavors that enrich the Carolina community.  

Send External Appointment-level Student Delegate to the First Year 
Seminar Advisory Board 

The First Year Seminar Advisory Board, the main channel for student input on First Year 
Seminars, has no official seat for a Student Government representative. Matt Calabria has 
been a member of this committee, and will work to obtain a seat for a delegate from 
Student Government. Student Government already works closely with officials in Academic 
Affairs, First Year Student programs, and C-TOPS, so this would be a natural and helpful 
extension of the executive branch. 



Communities 

Communities of Color 
Minority Affairs 

A continuing debate across the state of North Carolina and the country as a whole is the 
disparate funding of Historically Black Colleges and Universities within publicly funded 
university systems. At the same time, recent budget cuts have attacked all colleges and 
universities, threatening all public institutions and the programs that are directed towards 
minority recruitment, retention, and career services. 

The Calabria for Carolina campaign is interested in answering as many of these shortfalls 
without needing to go to the legislature. That is why we are announcing our new initiatives... 

HBCUNC 

(1) Event Crossover: All North Carolina universities should open up their doors during events 
focused towards helping minority communities. HBCUNC will create a method using the 
internet (website, listerv, etc) to ensure that events are widely publicized. For example, if 
minority recruiters are hosting a symposium at the SHSBCC, other campuses should be made 
aware. Similarly, if an event is being offered at NC Central, students at UNC Chapel Hill should 
be made aware of these events. Ultimately, it comes to this. Tuition and tax dollars are paying 
to provide students with the best education and opportunities possible. If budget cuts will bring 
these essential programs under the knife, then only through cooperation we can extend the 
benefits to all. 

Get BSM’s feedback on this 

(2) Program Sharing: Taking a closer look at how programs oriented towards minority 
recruitment, retention, and career services work at each college and university will allow all to 
incorporate the most successful pieces and programs to ensure the success of those at their 
particular institution. To date, student body presidents and their administrations have spent 
little, if any at all, time looking specifically at the minority programs available at other 
institutions. By the same token, we have spent little to no time extending our programs and 
their successes towards other colleges and universites. This inadequacy must be met 
immediately. 

(3) Organization Structure: Under the authority of the Minority Affairs Director, the HBCUNC 
committee will be established as a separate, autonomous organization with a broad set of 
directives but the authority to address those needs in any way needed. The program will 
recruit students directly from minority organizations on campus and will be of great diversity, 
commitment, and ability. While approved by the Student Body President, the Calabria for 
Carolina administration will allow the Minority Affairs director to have advising and decision 
authority regarding the filling of this influential and important committee. 

(4) Essentials: For HBCUNC to succeed, the initiative must take place over several years. This 
being said, it is essential that the Minority Affairs position be maintained over those 
administrations. It follows, thus, that we must have a constitutionally mandated position 
established for the position of Minority Affairs director to ensure long-term viability. 

Minority Advising 



Matt Calabria will strongly publicize UNC’s minority advising program, a program that has 
received large amounts of positive feedback from students. The program currently assigns a 
student minority adviser to every entering minority freshman, and that adviser becomes 
available to the new student as a potential mentor. While the program works rather well at 
this time, it could benefit from an increased number of advisers and a more selective adviser 
applicant pool to best mentor incoming freshmen. Many minority students do not even think 
about applying to become advisers because the program lacks significant publicity. Matt 
Calabria pledges to work more closely with the administration and minority student 
organizations (e.g. BSM, CHispA, Sangam, and many others) to help improve recruitment 
for this great program. 

Sonja Hayes Stone Black Cultural Center 

(1) Meetings in the SHSBCC: It has been the intention of student body president candidates 
over the last decade or so to host meetings in particular locations for the purpose of attracting 
student input. Our method, though similar, has a different impetus. During our more recent 
past, the debate over free- standing Black Cultural Center has become a heated topic. Campus 
conservatives have argued that such a structure would separate campus, a resegregation of 
sorts. If their arguments hold any validity, then the phenomenon would exist only through 
choice. The choice of campus organizations, courses, and more directly the students 
themselves to selectively ignore and avoid the SHSBCC. Calabria for Carolina will simply not 
let this happen. Once a month the weekly cabinet meetings will be held in the SHSBCC, 
ensuring that campus leaders become familiar with the SHSBCC and its offerings. 

(2) Host Student Government Events in the SHSBCC: In the same regard, Student Government 
will, whenever possible, host events in the SHSBCC so that students not necessarily involved in 
Student Government will be given the opportunity to orient themselves within the SHSBCC. For 
example, for the mass meetings in which students are recruited for student government, or 
when all external appointments and cabinet are brought together, the SHSBCC will be 
employed if at all possible. 

(3) Publicizing Events: The Calabria administration will do everything within its power to 
ensure that all events are properly publicized for the SHSBCC. The new website will list 
upcoming events at the SHSBCC as well as those events which Student Goverment will be 
hosting at the SHSBCC. Additionally, the Minority Affairs section of the website can be used to 
describe events, provide reports, interviews, etc. regarding the SHSBCC to further publicize 
this important new addition to UNC's campus. 

Digital Divide 

The University of North Carolina chose to make half a commitment in 2000. That commitment 
was to require that all students have laptops in attending UNC Chapel Hill. In making this 
incomplete commitment, they fought for funding to provide all students of need with laptops. 
At the same time, little commitment was made to ensure that students were trained and 
prepared for using these tools. Rural and Urban inner-city areas alike in North Carolina suffer 
from inadequate funding for technology, leaving students from disadvantaged socio-economic 
backgrounds the most likely to have little experience with technology in the classroom. It 
seems that campus has taken for granted that every student came from a home with a 
computer, an internet connection, and a bevy of academic software pieces with which all 
students should be comfortable. While some training is available, it is poorly publicized and not 
targetted. Calabria for Carolina will fight to make sure that adequate training and resources 
are provided to help fight this digital divide. 



(1) Pre-O training and publicity: UNC's historically renowned minority orientation program 
should have access to all the necessary resources to ensure that all students, especially 
minority students entering the sciences which depend heavily on computing technology, have 
access to technology training and materials identifying when those sessions are provided. If 
possible, Calabria for Carolina would like to establish courses specifically available during Pre-
O, or advertised exclusively during to ensure that seats and funding are available. 

(2) Coalition between the directors of the Office of Minority Affairs and Information 
Technology services to ensure that all students without proper exposure to technology 
receive the training they need prior to stepping on campus. 

Diversity in Student Government 

While the position of Chair of Minority Affairs is a staple to the Office of the Student Body 
President, it is relatively new. In its current state, this position, like other cabinet positions, 
can be removed at the whim of an elected Student Body President. The University and Matt 
Calabria's campaign are interested in making a full-fledged, long-term commitment to race 
relations at UNC Chapel Hill, and we can begin by making the Chair(s) of Minority Affairs a 
permanent fixture in Student Government. In the first week of office, Matt Calabria will put 
into Congress legislation necessary to begin the process of constitutionally mandating the 
existence of at least one Chair of Minority Affairs. This action is necessary considering that 
when the position is most needed is when it is most likely to be removed. 

Matt Calabria will also continue to seek the advice and direction of minority student 
leaders across campus. Not only will he do this in selecting officers both for this position 
and others, but the new Student Organizations Liaison that Matt will appoint will foster a 
relationship between minority organizations and Student Government, including their input 
in the actions and focus of a Calabria administration. It is time that we give Minority Affairs 
the attention and commitment it deserves. Matt Calabria’s administration will do just that. 

Creating a Graduate Program in African and Afro-American Studies 

Chancellor Moeser has made clear his intent to add more graduate degree programs, through 
addition by subtraction. This mean departments and students seeking to create additional 
majors and new terminal degree programs need to present compelling cases to win approval. 
For over a decade, the Black Student Movement (BSM) and other groups on campus have fought 
for the creation of a graduate program in AFRI- and AFAM studies, touting the major’s 
popularity among undergraduate students and success at attracting highly-qualified minority 
faculty to campus. 

Matt Calabria supports their efforts and as his first act in office, will seek to lay the 
groundwork for the creation of a doctorate program in African and Afro-American Studies. 
He has already worked with Dr. Maria DeGuzman to pioneer the creation of the Latino/a 
Studies program, so he understands the efforts and arguments necessary to bring a great idea 
into action. With the recent completion of the Sonja Hayes Stone Center for Black Culture and 
History, a 10,000 volume library will be available to students and scholars alike to promote the 
cause of African and Afro-American Studies. Matt believes the time is right to put the 
capstone on this successful program. 

Latina/o Studies Degree Program 

This past year, Matt Calabria was the leading student to help Dr. Maria DeGuzman begin the 
process of creating a Latina/o Studies degree program. The program is currently undergoing 



the administration’s review and approval process. As Student Body President, Matt Calabria 
will continue to demonstrate his support of students and student organizations that are 
fighting for this program and personally advocate for its approval. Once the degree program 
is in place, Matt will also advocate for members of Student Government’s Academic Affairs 
Committee to have input in the formation of the Latina/o Studies curriculum. 

Matt Calabria also pledges to support student initiatives to investigate the formation of new 
degree programs in the future. 

Working for Women 

Recent years and administrations have seen great advances in services supporting women, but 
no administration has gone far enough. Matt Calabria will make new strides in supporting 
women at Carolina by enacting policy to correct oversights and strengthen current support 
systems. 

Matt Calabria will: 

• Strengthen and support the Carolina Women’s Center by publicizing the vital role it can 
play in enhancing women’s experiences at Carolina. Most women do not even know where 
the Carolina Women’s Center is. Through increasing publicity, visibility, and promotion, Matt 
Calabria will encourage students to benefit from the many services the Women’s Center 
provides. Matt Calabria will lobby for Women’s Center initiatives such as the CWC 
Leadership Project and safety projects supporting assault victims. In addition, the added 
visibility will encourage members of the faculty and administration to lend their support to the 
Women’s Center and better publicize Women’s Center events and opportunities. (It’s on the 
first block of East Franklin Street, by the way.) 

• Lobby to end the practice of charging sexual assault victims for immediate post-crisis 
care. During normal daytime working hours, sexual assault victims can immediately receive 
medical attention at Student Health Services by forensic nurse examiners without any charge. 
However, if a victim requires immediate attention after SHS’ normal working hours, she is 
referred to UNC’s medical hospital, where she will be charged for medical attention. Matt 
Calabria would work toward parity in these two systems so that women are never without a 
financially viable place to turn. 

• Establish a constitutional mandate perpetuating the position of Chair of the Women’s 
Affairs Committee. This cabinet-level position has led to increased leadership roles for women 
and served as a powerful advocacy position for women’s rights and opportunities at Carolina. 
However, the position only exists at the will of each new Student Body President. The moment 
a future candidate tries to eliminate this position will likely be the moment that it is needed 
the most. Matt Calabria will work with Student Congress in an effort to constitutionally protect 
this position from dissolution both now and for the future. 

Greek Life 
Recognizing Present Achievements 

Did you know that while less than one out of five undergraduate students are members of 
Greek organizations, fraternities and sororities perform disproportionately large amounts of 
public service, especially when it comes to raising money for charity? 

Fraternities and sororities have often put their money and muscle power behind supporting 
charity fundraisers on campus. Dance Marathon, for example, receives more than 40 percent of 



its annual funding from Greek organizations. Matt Calabria believes this kind of commitment to 
supporting important campus activities and the community should not go unnoticed. 

Every fundraiser, outreach effort, or service project where Greek organizations represent the 
public face of the University should be met with publicity and popular support, both to give 
students an accurate perception of Greek life and to raise even more money for the most 
worthwhile charitable causes. Therefore, Matt Calabria will make his best effort to work 
with campus media to ensure that Greek service projects receive the attention and support 
they deserve. 

Creating Positive Connections between Campus and Greek Organizations 

Out of 50 recognized Greek organizations, only 60 percent have permanent houses, making it 
difficult for many groups to find meeting space. Even more Greek organizations are actively 
looking for ways to involve their members with campus-based community service groups, only 
to find little or no help in coordinating initiatives. Matt Calabria will change all of that. 

Matt Calabria intends to expand the role of the Public Service & Advocacy Committee 
(PSAC) to include putting people and groups seeking to perform public service in touch with 
on- and off-campus organizations in need of extra help and volunteers to get the job done. 
Following a needs assessment of public service groups around campus, PSAC can help point 
fraternities and sororities in the direction where their human and financial resources will make 
the most difference. 

Currently, the Carolina Center for Public Service (CPS) compiles information on the level and 
types of service conducted by various student groups around campus. Matt Calabria will ensure 
that the CPS breaks down the amount of service completed by different categories of 
student groups to accurately depict the amount of direct service that fraternities and 
sororities complete on a semester and yearly basis. Additionally, by creating a new 
Cabinet-level staff position, the Student Organizations Liaison, Matt Calabria will 
coordinate with the CPS to ensure that Greek organizations are encouraged and well-
equipped to apply for public service grants to bring greater awareness to some time-tested 
strategies for community involvement. 

Graduate Students 
Basketball Tickets for Spouses 

Many married graduate and professional students have complained that it is nearly impossible 
for them to attend basketball games with their spouses. While graduates get their tickets for 
free like undergraduates, their spouses must currently buy tickets separately, meaning that 
they will not be able to sit together because the system prevents them from getting their 
tickets at the same time. Matt Calabria would solve this by encouraging the adoption of a 
ticket voucher system whereby graduate students could purchase vouchers for their 
spouses’ tickets when they go to get their own. That way, the tickets would be for adjacent 
seats and families would remain together. 

Graduate Student Parking 

The lack of parking at the Caldwell and Steele lots has angered many graduate students who 
want to use them. These lots used to be open after 5pm, and many graduate students used 
them to study at Davis. This year, their use was restricted until midnight for faculty members 
to would buy parking permits so they could work at night. However, faculty members are not 
using the often half-full lots, upsetting many graduate students. Recently the restricted 



parking times have been shortened, but the lots are still sometimes empty even from 5pm to 9 
pm. Matt Calabria will join next year’s Graduate and Professional Student Federation 
Transportation Committee Chairperson in trying to free up the previously available space in 
the Caldwell and Steele.  

Making Child Care Accessible 

The Child Care Advisory Committee to the Chancellor has a seat for an undergraduate student 
representative… which is currently vacant! Matt Calabria will make sure student 
representatives are present in this committee and in administrative decisions that matter 
to students with children. He will also take an active role in developing potential future 
programs to create a child care center and expand the current child care subsidy program. 

LGBTQ Community 
LGBTQ Advisory Board for Student Affairs 

Create an LGBTQ Advisory Board for Student Affairs that will work with relevant groups on 
campus and with the full-time staff of the LGBTQ Office. There already exists an LGBTQ 
Advisory Board for Academic Affairs, which deals with issues concerning classes and curricula. 
The Board for Student Affairs, requested by some of the LGBT Office staff, would deal with 
how harassment is handled at UNC, get alumni involved, work to find financial support for 
programs, and collect feedback about LGBTQ programs. 

LGBTQ Representative on the Minority Affairs Committee 

Require that a member of the Minority Affairs Committee is specifically responsible for 
representing LGBTQ Affairs.  

Safe Zone Training 

Strongly encourage Safe Zone training for executive branch members and ensure that 
Student Congress continues to adequately fund the relatively inexpensive program. As 
former LGBT coordinator Fred Hashagen remarked, “The Safe Zone program really helps 
straight students, faculty members, and administrators understand the concerns of LGBT 
members of the Carolina community.” Safe Zone training, as one Safe Zone brochure describes, 
is a program that provides opportunities “to gain advanced skills necessary to deal with varying 
levels of LGBT issues.” 

Support Sexuality Studies Department 

Aid the new Sexuality Studies Department as it forms and grows. 



External Relations: Reaching Beyond Campus 

UNC Lobby Corps 

The North Carolina General Assembly has repeatedly voted against UNC schools in the past 
several years. The UNC Board of Governors and UNC Board of Trustees have continued to raise 
tuition in unpredictable, unfair ways. As tuition has risen, the state’s financial support 
continues to decrease, and universities across the state have been forced to cut valuable 
programs to compensate. In the past, many Student Body Presidents have been reactive in 
communicating with and lobbying the members of the North Carolina General Assembly. The 
former Carolina Lobby Corps no longer exists, and events like “Student Day at the Capital” 
have failed to achieve students’ long-term goals. The legislative support that our universities 
desperately need has not been generated by masses of fiery, t-shirt-clad college students who 
visit their representatives on a single occasion. 

As a more effective response, Matt Calabria will create the UNC-Chapel Hill Lobby Corps to 
effectively communicate students’ needs to policymakers. This revolutionary new 
organization, composed primarily of students, will be an independent body within the 
executive branch of UNC-CH Student Government. It will work closely with members of UNC’s 
Student Government, the University administration, the Association of Student Governments, 
UNC students, and the UNC-system administration to fight for a reasonable tuition plan and 
supportive state funding. It would also gather information and subsequently support those 
members of the state government that clearly support UNC. 

The Lobby Corps would engage in letter writing campaigns, distribute candidate report cards 
to the press, constantly visit General Assembly members to apply constant pressure on a 
bipartisan basis, and may even lend its volunteer base out to campaign for student-friendly 
candidates. In addition to their traditional lobbying efforts, the Lobby Corps will take a 
particularly active role in extending the voice student voice statewide by encouraging the 
creation of 16 campus-based Political Action Committees (PACs) whose sole purpose would be 
to generate funding and manpower in support of pro-higher education candidates in future 
elections. 

The Lobby Corps Board of Directors would be composed of five students and two alumni, with 
one of the students named chairperson of the Board. The Student Body President, with the 
advice of the previous Lobbying Corps Board of Directors, would appoint student 
representatives for one-year terms, and he or she would appoint alumni members for staggered 
two-year terms. The purpose of the alumni members would be to guide the student members in 
their initiatives and advise them on the best strategies students can use to complete their 
desired tasks. 

Through the UNC Lobby Corps, Matt Calabria will amplify the student voice, ensuring that 
student interests are heard and demanding that state legislators take note of how important 
UNC is in the future of the state of North Carolina. 

Increase Student Involvement in Town Government 

Not all decisions that affect UNC are made by the University administration. That’s why Matt 
Calabria will not only publicize town government committees and encourage students to 
apply for them, but he will also write letters in support of student applicants, publicly 
lobby for their selection, and work with students who are selected to committees. The 
Planning Board, Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Board, the Chapel Hill Public Arts Council, the 



Housing and Community Development Advisory Board, the Transportation Board, and many 
other public boards and commissions deal with issues concerning student housing, safety, and 
various other aspects of student life. Having students on these committees is possible: one 
student already advises the Chapel Hill Town Council, and a definitive lack of student interest 
has been the primary factor holding back student involvement with the Town Council. This will 
help students gain legitimacy and will lay the groundwork for future student candidacies for 
the Chapel Hill Town Council. 

Issue a Statement of Students’ City Planning Priorities 

Currently, the town of Chapel Hill only hears from the University administration when it comes 
to issues of town planning and development. All too often, students’ voices are not heard 
simply because they are not speaking to the town about their priorities. To solve this problem, 
Matt Calabria will list and publicize student priorities dealing with the new Carolina North 
campus, parking, downtown development, pedestrian safety, and other issues that are 
important to students. 

Public Relations Event Coordination 

When the most recent summer reading controversy broke last summer, Student Government’s 
role in communicating with the public was less than expected. Moreover, in the aftermath of 
the controversy, student organizations reported feeling like they were the ones organizing 
events, lining up legislators for press conferences, and making public statements while Student 
Government playing a much more passive role. Matt Calabria will work to make sure that 
future political issues requiring student input will receive the focus and attention of 
Student Government, bringing these critical events the importance and visibility they 
deserve 



University Policy 
(Use arrows ( / ) to expand/collapse individual planks.) 

Fighting Unreasonable Tuition Increases 

Students have done their part. In recent years, we have endured tuition increase after 
retroactive tuition increase by the Board of Trustees while the North Carolina General 
Assembly has failed to show its financial support for the UNC-system. By 2002, prohibitive 
tuition costs and other economic factors had caused applications from the poorest parts of 
North Carolina to fall 17 percent, and the situation has only gotten worse. As of January 2003, 
“out-of-state students actually pay $294 more than it costs to educate them” (DTH, Jan 7th), 
yet the Board of Trustees raised out-of-state tuition shortly after that article was published. 
This is unacceptable, and something must be done. Matt Calabria will: 

• Encourage the Administration and the Board of Trustees to create a budgetary needs 
assessment, outlining the amount of financial support that UNC needs to stay competitive 
among its peer institutions during the next five years. This would allow students to plan for 
potential tuition increases while holding the Board of Trustees accountable to their 
predictions. Far too many students have had to leave Carolina because of unpredictable tuition 
increases. Students and their families must know the real cost of a UNC education before they 
decide to attend. 

• Create the UNC Lobbying Corps, which would redouble UNC’s lobbying efforts in the 
North Carolina General Assembly. The group would also serve as a team of student liaisons 
to the Board of Trustees and Board of Governors. Pushing for more financial support for UNC 
students and working to keep tuition reasonably low would be the Lobbying Corps’ top 
priorities. 

• Advertise the Carolina Covenant to potential students. Student Government members 
periodically visit high schools and represent students in informational forums across the state in 
conjunction with the University’s recruitment efforts. Making sure students know that Carolina 
can be affordable for even the neediest applicants would increase the number of students 
applying to Carolina and help those hardest hit get the assistance they deserve. 

Carolina North 

Carolina North represents the desire of the University to revive its original role as an integral 
member of the community. Throughout Chapel Hill’s history, the University has always 
provided enlightenment, engagement, and community for residents. The introduction of new 
workspaces and scholars will contribute to the diverse academic and cultural environment of 
Chapel Hill while providing unparalleled opportunities for students to integrate a classic 
education with modern laboratory and graduate facilities. 

Matt Calabria supports the current proposals by Tony Waldrop, Vice Chancellor for Economic 
Development and members of the administration. Matt Calabria recognizes the need to 
compromise with Town officials and will work with student representatives to the Planning 
Board, Transportation Board, and Housing and Community Advising Board to convince them 
of the necessity of the Carolina North project while ensuring the project meets the highest 
of environmental, utility, and building standards established by the town. To that end, Matt 
Calabria supports the conversion of the Horace Williams Airport to an academic community 
once it can be closed (after January 1, 2005 as mandated by the NC General Assembly). 
Converting already-developed land into an academic community will have a minimal impact on 
the environment while maximizing the effectiveness of the land. 



Furthermore, Matt Calabria proposes investigating new forms of public or University-owned 
transportation to move students from the main campus to Carolina North. Bus services from 
campus to Estes Drive and Airport Road must be expanded. In addition Matt Calabria would 
support investigation into a cleaner, more efficient form of transportation, such as a light 
rail system using the pre-existing railroad tracks that run from campus directly through the 
Horace Williams Tract. 

Matt Calabria recognizes the need of the University to grow in order to continue to serve the 
students and the state. Construction on Carolina North is still on the horizon, and the project 
will not be completed for the next half century; the role of the next Student Body President is 
to work with University and Town officials to ensure plans serve both communities as 
symbiotically as possible. 

Public Relations Event Coordination 

When the most recent summer reading controversy broke last summer, Student Government’s 
role in communicating with the public was less than expected. Moreover, in the aftermath of 
the controversy, student organizations reported feeling like they were the ones organizing 
events, lining up legislators for press conferences, and making public statements while Student 
Government playing a much more passive role. Matt Calabria will work to make sure that 
future political issues requiring student input will receive the focus and attention of 
Student Government, bringing these critical events the importance and visibility they 
deserve. 

Giving Housekeepers & Other Low-Paid Workers Their Due  

Housekeepers and groundskeepers at UNC are overworked and underpaid. These workers spend 
hours cleaning trash left by students in classrooms, bathrooms, and campus eateries, yet 
workers are not even paid enough to afford housing within a reasonable distance from their 
workplace. Matt Calabria would advocate a raise in wages to a level which would meet 
current standard-of-living figures, and he would encourage students to be more mindful of 
the impact they have on the cleanliness of the campus. 

Furthermore, workers are sometimes put in positions which could potentially compromise their 
health and safety. Matt Calabria will meet with Chancellor Moeser and other relevant 
officials to come to a positive consensus on the safety of workers. 



Reforming Student Government 
(Use arrows ( / ) to expand/collapse individual planks.) 

Constitutionally Mandate Certain Cabinet Positions 

Currently, each Student Body President assembles his or her cabinet as he or she sees fit, 
leaving little continuity in the structure and function in Student Government. In contrast, many 
of the functions that Student Government is called to play are continuous. Regularity in the 
structure of cabinet would better serve these long-term functions. To ensure that certain 
positions are filled every year, Matt Calabria will push to constitutionally require the Student 
Body President to appoint at least one person to perform each of the following functions: 
Women’s Affairs Chair, Academic Affairs Chair, Arts Advocacy Chair, Information and 
Technology Chair, Minority Affairs Chair, Public Service and Advocacy Chair, Student Services 
Chair, Director of Off-Campus Housing, Webmaster, and one new position, the Student 
Organizations Liaison. 

Send External Appointment-level Student Delegate to the Parents Council 

During last fall’s Family Weekend, Matt Calabria was one of only a couple of students to speak 
to parents about issues that affect their children and how they can help. While Matt Calabria 
attended meetings of the Parents Council by invitation, there is no official seat for a student 
representative. The Parents Council is an important organization that controls a great deal of 
money and has significant sway in the University’s administrative decisions. The absence of a 
student delegate to it marks the lack of student voice in an important area. That’s why Matt 
Calabria will work alongside Parents Council members, with whom he already has a working 
relationship, to appoint a student delegate to the Parents Council. 

Work Closely with J-Branch 

Many Student Body Presidential decisions either have impact on UNC’s student-run judicial 
system or deal with issues on which judicial branch members would have expertise. For this 
reason, Matt Calabria would attempt to work more closely with judicial branch officials on 
relevant issues. With the help of the judicial branch, not only could the executive branch 
make better decisions, but the two organizations will have a better working relationship in 
general. 

Reform Campus Elections 

Matt Calabria will work with Student Congress to pass student election legislation that would 
enable students to conduct fairer, freer, and more substantive campaigns. He would advocate 
revising the Daum-Larson Campaign Reform Act to include the following: 

• Allowing campaigns to publish their websites during petition week 

• Enabling some of the currently blocked members of Student Government to participate in 
other students’ campaigns 

• Clarifying what it means to engage in “negative campaigning” 

Here’s a little history about election legislation: 



During last year’s student body elections, voter turnout dropped by 215 votes, derailing the 
trend that doubled voter turnout in the last two years. As a percentage of total students, 
turnout increased 15 percent between 2000 and 2002, rising from 3,763 total voters to 7,421. 
The CCI laptop requirements created polling places in every freshman room, and similar 
increases should have been expected in this year's election and in 2004 as seniors without 
laptops are ushered out. 

Something managed not only to negate the momentum of this voting trend but to also counter 
general enrollment increases, which should also have translated into increased voter turnout. 
The current election code, which has only been active since November of 2002, was likely the 
culprit. 

Since the legislation passed, candidates have been prohibited from doing anything in the first 
official week of campaigning except circulating signature petitions to secure funding from 
Student Government. During this time, they cannot speak to groups, distribute handbills, or 
publish their platforms on the Web. Students are asked to lend their names in support of 
candidates without being provided with any information about their experience or proposed 
platforms. Thus, many students interested in learning more about campaigns are denied the 
information to do so. 

Second, the legislation's hotly debated "conflict of interest" measures unreasonably hinder 
students' abilities to participate in elections. These policies prevent cabinet-level executive 
branch members, Student Congress members, the Freshman Focus Council and top-ranking 
members of the judicial branch from participating in campaigns. While certainly some 
restrictions are warranted, too many student leaders fall under this blind blanket of "conflicts 
of interest." Thus many of our most involved and informed students are stripped of legitimate 
free speech and other political rights. 

Student government members have useful ideas and experience that would make platforms 
richer, more practical, and more feasible. Their opinions should not be restricted. If the 
Student Body President and the former speaker of Student Congress are afraid that student 
leaders might be distracted from their duty, then they should remove students in the same way 
they would any other who neglected their responsibilities. There is no reason why campaigning 
should be singled out. 

Measures against negative campaigning must also be clarified. While the Student Code clearly 
prohibits spreading malicious content, current stipulations are ambiguous about whether 
criticizing a platform, for example, would constitute negative campaigning. Candidates risk 
losing too much in being negative, especially the future endorsements of candidates who do 
not make it to the runoff election. Consequently, negative campaigning generally takes place 
among non-campaign workers (usually a tough group to define), and the current code 
awkwardly demands that candidates be punished for acts over which they had no control. 

This piece on elections reform is adapted from an article by Matt Calabria and Russ Jones that 
appeared in The Daily Tarheel on March 31, 2003. 

List External Appointments on the Student Government Website 

Students should know who’s serving them in all Student Government positions, and they should 
be able to contact them with their questions and comments. That’s why Matt Calabria will 
post all executive branch positions on the Student Government website. Currently, cabinet-
level positions are posted, but external appointees, those who serve in important positions as 
student representatives to various areas of the administration, are not. Listing their names 



publicly would also enable campus media such as the Daily Tarheel to inquire about Student 
Government activities and more readily solicit student perspectives on the actions of the 
administration’s numerous committees. 



Work & Play 

Create the “Carolina Works” Job Database 

With the advent of the Carolina Covenant, it is possible that an influx of new work study 
students could eliminate many of the currently available work study jobs on campus. This could 
increase competitiveness within the off-campus job market as more students seek jobs. To 
make this often painful process easier for students, Matt Calabria will create the easy-to-
maintain “Carolina Works” local job database, which would allow students to search for 
jobs online that are posted by local employers. 

Businesses would create password-protected online profiles with their location, business type, 
contact information, and other relevant information. Then they could add, remove, and edit 
job listings to include uploaded applications and information concerning job description, pay, 
and desired hours. Once businesses post this information, students can peruse job listings 
online, request job information, and fill out uploaded applications. This database could also be 
advertised through local media and the Chapel Hill Chamber of Commerce to get more 
businesses involved. This initiative has been strongly supported by University Career Services 
staff. 

Club and Intramural Sports 
Ensure that Intramurals and Sport Clubs Get the Funding They Need 

UNC Sport Clubs and Intramurals desperately need financial help. For example, even though 
the number of students involved in UNC Sport Clubs doubled from 1988 to 2002, university 
funding has gone from approximately $25 per active member to about $15, “Even with 
extensive fundraising, the required out-of-pocket cost for club members prevents many 
interested students from participating.”* 

To help UNC Club Sports and Intramurals get the funding they need, Matt Calabria will:  

• Encourage these student groups to apply for funding from Student Congress. 

• Assist and help represent them during the funding process. 

• Help them find public service-oriented fundraising opportunities. 

With the passage of a student referendum last February, Student Congress’ discretionary 
funding nearly doubled. Surely some of this money could go to one of UNC’s most popular 
extracurricular programs. They conduct charity drives, help develop leadership skills, and 
compete successfully on state, regional, and national levels. That’s why they deserve the 
funding and assistance that Matt Calabria pledges to provide. 

*Nyden, Rachel. Letter from UNC Sport Clubs Program President to Potential Donors. 2002. 

Provide and Protect Adequate Access to Athletic Facilities 

Sport Clubs and Intramurals have recently struggled to schedule adequate practice time on 
already overcrowded fields and practice spaces. Matt Calabria will do two things to help solve 
this problem: 



• Ensure that the administration completes its renovation of Hooker III and Hooker IV fields 
to contain Astroturf, which have been muddy and uneven in the past. Hooker I and Hooker II 
fields have already been replaced with Astroturf. The UNC administration has posted a 
completion date for the other two fields. 

• Turn Ehringhaus field back into open space for intramural and sport clubs. The 
administration has said that it this change will be made, but worries about the field’s 
continued status as a parking lot persist. 

Expanding Public Service 

Matt Calabria will expand the role of the Public Service & Advocacy Committee (PSAC) to 
include putting people and groups seeking to perform public service in touch with on- and 
off-campus organizations in need of extra help and volunteers to get the job done. In doing 
research for this platform, the Calabria campaign found several instances where short-staffed 
organizations existed at the same time as others we still looking for public service. For 
example, Project Rush Hour reported that having greater human resources would be beneficial 
for their organization at the same time that First Year Residential Education program members 
reported having difficulties finding ways to fulfill their public service hours. There are certainly 
many opportunities for public service provided by APPLES and various organizations. Matt 
Calabria would work to increase communication between those organizations to try to help all 
of them work more effectively and collaboratively. 

Homecoming 

While the Homecoming Committee has done a good job in the past, some students have 
remarked that the funding Student Congress has allocated for Homecoming programs is 
insufficient to carry out the kind of event that students want. For last year’s Homecoming, the 
Carolina Athletic Association received a meager $3,000, making it impossible to hire many good 
local bands that charge approximately $5,000-$8,000. 

In contrast, student fees just rose from $11.50 for undergraduates and $9.50 for graduates to 
$19.50 for all students. It’s time to put that money to use providing benefits that all students 
can use. That’s why Matt Calabria will advocate for a moderate increase in funding for the 
Homecoming Committee to put on an excellent Homecoming at UNC. 

 


