DATE:

April 27, 2005
TO:

Jennifer Small Evert, Chair, SLA News Division

FROM:
Barbara Semonche, NewsLib list administrator

RE:

NewsLib’s 2004-2005 Annual Report
NewsLib, an electronic discussion list, was launched on September 15, 1993 primarily for the purpose of providing a communication forum for members of the News Division. Within a year subscribers exceeded 100 and represented the special interests not only of news researchers, but journalists, educators, students, freelancers, vendors, as well as librarians from public, academic, trade association, and government libraries as well as not-for-profit organizations. NewsLib subscribers, as of April 15, 2005, number 1,110. This is a decrease of 117 subscribers from NewsLib in April 2004. 

NewsLib’s web site,  http://parklibrary.jomc.unc.edu/newsliblyris.html is periodically updated with annual reports, changes in best practices, list protocols, and a history of NewsLib. 

 NEWSLIB STATISTICS (2005 data)

· Total active subscribers for 2005-05:
1,110

· New subscribers for 2004-05:

   280

· Unsubscribed for 2004-05:

   179

· International subscribers 2004-05:

   193                                                [Note: The figure for 2005 is doubtless an undercount. It represents an apparent loss of 57 subscribers. However, certain factors need to be considered such as the trend for international organizations to change their corporate email addresses to .com rather than the more easily identifiable country designation. NewsLib does not ask subscribers to identify themselves by their country of employment.] International subscribers’ email addresses for 2004-05 can be noted at this URL: http://parklibrary.jomc.unc.edu/InternationalLibComm.html 
99% of NewsLib messages are posted on the first attempt; the remaining messages are reposted an average of 12-13 times. Repostings are due in most cases to out-of-date email addresses or corporate firewalls limiting access to NewsLib posts.  
NewsLib traffic ranges from 35 to 45 messages per week; the range increases when newsworthy events occur. 

NEWSLIB POLICIES

NewsLib’s “Best Practices for Copyright” and “Best Practices for Security,” http://parklibrary.jomc.unc.edu/newsliblyris.html#Copyright and http://parklibrary.jomc.unc.edu/newsliblyris.html#Security were distributed to list members July 1, 2004.  Since that time there has been clear acceptance and adherence to these best practices by subscribers. The few exceptions needed only a gentle reminder from NewsLib’s list administrator about the importance of following best practices.  
