DATE:

April 20, 2006
TO:

Denise Jones, Chair, SLA News Division

FROM:
Barbara Semonche, NewsLib list administrator

RE:

NewsLib’s 2005-2006 Annual Report
NewsLib, an electronic discussion list, was launched on September 15, 1993 primarily for the purpose of providing a communication forum for members of the News Division. Within a year subscribers exceeded 100 and represented the special interests not only of news researchers, but journalists, educators, students, freelancers, vendors, as well as librarians from public, academic, trade association, and government libraries as well as not-for-profit organizations. NewsLib subscribers, as of April 20, 2006, number 1,139. Compare this figure to 1,110 subscribers in 2004 and 1,227 subscribers in 2004. 
NewsLib’s web site,  http://parklibrary.jomc.unc.edu/newsliblyris.html is periodically updated with annual reports, changes in best practices, list protocols, and a history of NewsLib. 

98% to 99% of NewsLib messages are posted on the first attempt. Repostings are due in most cases to out-of-date email addresses or corporate firewalls limiting access to NewsLib posts.  
NewsLib traffic ranges from 55 to 60+ messages per week; the range increases when newsworthy events occur. The value and quality of these messages is highly rated by the subscribers. The general tenor of all of these messages is friendly and helpful. This is a credit to the professional attitude of our talented and generous subscribers. Clearly, subscribers make a sincere effort to abide by NewsLib’s policies and best practices.  
NEWSLIB POLICIES

NewsLib’s “Best Practices for Copyright” and “Best Practices for Security,” http://parklibrary.jomc.unc.edu/newsliblyris.html#Copyright and http://parklibrary.jomc.unc.edu/newsliblyris.html#Security 
NEWSLIB’S FUTURE

The News Division’s Board must prepare for the eventual departure of me as NewsLib’s administrator. I’ll be ready to arrange the transfer of my responsibilities as list administrator as soon as a capable, willing person is selected. To say that I’ve enjoyed being NewsLib’s list administrator is a huge understatement. It has been a great honor to have served such truly exemplary information/research pros. I admire them all. Thank you and the News Division for this extraordinary ride. 

