
  

C.A.R.

This Not this



  

What is CAR?What is CAR?    
 Stands for computer-assisted reporting.
 It’s finding sources and data on the Web.
 It’s downloading the data into a 

spreadsheet or database manager for 
analysis.

 It’s analyzing electronic records to add 
context and depth to stories, from dailies to 
projects.

 It’s trying to get the answers to 
QUESTIONS



  

QuestionsQuestions

such as…such as…



  

Where are the lowest gas prices?Where are the lowest gas prices?



  

What’s the most polluted part of What’s the most polluted part of 
town?town?



  

Is your local airport dangerous?Is your local airport dangerous?



  

ToolsTools

 Excel spreadsheet
 Access database manager
 Microsoft Foxpro (another database 

manager)
 Arcview GIS software
 SPSS statistical software



  

What’s wrong with this picture?What’s wrong with this picture?



  



  



  

Your story can make a differenceYour story can make a difference



  



  



  

What the law saysWhat the law says



  

Voter registration databaseVoter registration database



  

A closer lookA closer look



  

Department of Corrections Department of Corrections 
databasedatabase



  

A closer lookA closer look



  

Concatenating (What’s that?)Concatenating (What’s that?)

replace all namedob with alltrim(firstn) + alltrim(lastn) + 
alltrim(dobmonth2) + alltrim(dobday2) + alltrim(dobyear2)



  

The joinThe join



  

Matches!



  



  



  



  



  

FindingsFindings

 High-interest home loans and home 
foreclosures both occurred mainly in 
neighborhoods with large numbers of 
minority residents.

 Blacks were 3 1/2 times as likely as 
whites to borrow from subprime lenders.

 Hispanics were 2 1/2 times as likely as 
whites to borrow from subprime lenders.



  

Findings (cont.)Findings (cont.)

 Borrowers’ income mattered less than 
their race or ethnicity.

 A black family earning more than 
$70,000 a year was more likely to get a 
subprime home loan than a white family 
earning less than $30,000 a year.

 Bottom line: Black and Hispanic families 
often paid more for a house.



  



  



  



  



  

GISGIS



  



  



  



  


