VEDA MIMAMSA RESEARCH CENTRE SERIES NO. 1

VYASA SIKSHA -

Alongwith Vedataijas Commentary of
Sri Surya Narain Suravadhani

&

Sarva Lakshanmanjari Sangraha of
Sri Raja Ghanpathi

Foreword By
Dr. M. CHANNA REDDY

Governor, Utter Pradesh

Edited By
Acharya Sri P. N. Pattabhirama Sastri

VEDA MIMAMSA HESEARCH CENTRE
417 HANUMAN GHAT, VARANAS/



deAi PRI NAFFA, -

Veda Mimamsa Research Centre

sqrafae

sfrggaraaaguasffataadzaaareaan
s Rt

sfroeemaifsfacfaaadaauassatcagags =
qAq

ST e AT T
it fredaiey

qreTRE?

EECICINI G LRSI LU B P e

R9%



SRR TIIITARZ I
gatfnar
¥ /o IAAAE, ITOET |

qeqy ¢ ®,

aasfawien gwimEEtaT:

T
ARFFFATL SR JrAT:,
HTHATHRZOTTAD:
T /2R AT, ATRIOGET |



| =
o
FERSRET

sfincqeRde  qftaisgarday

sfiazegy  weqigafafea

gt wagifE darfag sngys
sazgrgdiacy auad sazRagam
shaesrgaeeaaisiai:

AEATAIFT FErf qziuamaey
faan amag gl

‘@ fg Awgm sa’ sfo wdwwEme s sdferan
wfrarg faeng srefmentoad v FoagiaaEds mamsaeR
adiafa | QU w FRIEAgTReTEERIse ARy qF weafert
dfan wiRe  adeEeEIAT  RdeANTSS ARSI 9 i
ST |

AR TR IAGET A GAA WA AATEFAE
aftfawr wear arent GwEgEERE g Ao
sErTeaa sfa fafaear wSamg |

USRI aedt dxredgui frenfaar aenfasd
AR JIRH A, TN GRAGHAGEISACIGT
gqFaEEATgAalr GEITERIERATaERE |

iy &1y

]
sl gy | ArgmERfy:
( fastat ) qoriy j} EE



fawa:

yfas
2. QAITHT]
3. SAGIHLI
3. afCATITNHRTOY
¥, EETHTH
Y, ATATHLH
%, JOIFWH
o, FFATHITY
5. NENFWAE
. EFAFIIH
Q0. THIFY
g e, frarafFassiny
2. AFIHY
2R, FEAFUTRTT
¥, FATTHIH

sra e ETEs

‘!o o
7-]Y¥
2=2%

Re—3¥

ERC A

¥&—%0o

&3-%R

%3-%%

go-1?

Y-

9R-rY

A A

aR—%

qy=3 00

go=-Q03

20¥—9Q0

R

4.

2%,
R,
=,
2R

.
]R.
EED
R¥.
WM.
R&,
30,

<z,

fawm:

TFISH TG
FIHHTHTAY
LSRG RE UL
gegraifarrarag s Iy
fEeaua U

. qafragFIR

fgeafasassoy
g fEarTHo
RIS

T AFTITIATH T
HATF AT
HSBTTH
FISHATTIFLIY

ERcEt RCUL T BRI

9o o

120-3%¥
2y—13Y
-3RY
RE=IR
230-3%2
{31-13%
23%—%¥eo
QY o—3¥¥
122 CEE NS
==
Y8 -8R
1%3~2RY
LCRCRECLY
¢e—aR



s

afnasT
[N

ST wgua Jart geRaIeiqE gLaura rsaeaed Attt geafn
guiaits ssgifa faeatan 1 guioarta gafules g7 s3wwaier ggged s¥szed
wafs wsezafna | dceg weqaela edet gewitrelvamatial garme
q3e GIYAY | ¥ac 399 weaayg uF A sfv 7 wiwgean | a7 Flaar waf afw
emmaateafiq | agnansaraafs saqemar oy A Auagls, sagE
7 mEATEgQUIT | veag @l aed amaEgh | dnar dea
gu¥ QgAY JRAEAAAT | ASAAAY  JERESTIWITERAA, T F IEFWAY |
aresm  quad ard afe v ad gdmgmmEEmy, afg anawma -
EClatsbibA UL I I CL LR RS LA SICE S GLEE
FeqFEETRUa:  galaalEwsar aamtian, g dareat wiaw
guad sgnikd afed walkly afarfa | wwAREEgaqafar fafascamiamat
fgnq waradRaelay sf oft@eda « asawsa dfear faweq—aguq,
qron, sganwfy | a¥ gguER@isaay  sfgqsgedn fRade wad: o gy
anegadeg  qEtaed i@ @ SIAEE seghuan fRa®A nenig®T Q-
amreRad | afugdaca ggUARAT ST, 7 g 92X qraN 3fg AntasgEa: |
arfymiat fintesrg asifasd 3gedd, 79 e | o uF afagdae

{ &% qEn: geREisaRagsRaEd €ft § sagiia | aena s aEdfaf
1AEIT | 9 (TSI AE AT e T | gEE QTR FIUEH
se: ( naree: ) sz camqeaaREel ww:, Avesy, sgEd, a9, O,



R

wem:, geara:, Fhvesr gearedl framr, AwTRIATIA 7 ¥R SRSl
da, feq 3 &g a9 g faf@iaafa | od sefadg gemt smedagamaiE:
yong Area g A fatafenafagaad | qe 397 FARIREsEgaear-
s quad: afkatfed sedam | a7 w fewmeaw S swR
excill
FeEaTIEd Jedfaaafzanigrs sud fowdq, @asaisi qrease i
fererde 1 ardY “gfc N fa wafaads, asaaaEad T "gﬁ': Ay’ wfa =
faswa 1 & feansag | o Fdeacsd foamrafiaafy | aa—
‘grergaoEy fRedY  awr gfiad guna
gt efigd wwaregEfasad
gfad  famder 7 affe swEm
faaveniguaeg  fauay wifasesga: o
gt ghod wdgem= sy gl
Iy fraeaeea: earfasd: g9 &qa: 0
aal  feargaracd @49 Wead  gan)
s eww agfeggarssada 9 ngf
‘R o agwert fawaa: afvgle | @ 3y asgfy o s ae g
wdxen gafa gfg 1 gzd9i sdal qmAraEEieRa fams
afr gaife gEr agemAafi g 7 ewada) aq gEE: gl ad
ar gfgara agealsandd | ageEIRUE AR qAEr g fgesardy
ad fraifawmods seafedsag@y ) @asasd anfzasarfe wafa 1 aaig
feat fafumrea paifafacdeeg o amard: gt stoegeroneay
ddlga waw: qxifT gaeafearadq, graes  fgesawdg: o gawgt faamasacy
FaRamafeaat: auy qawreaiiing g, sgEEy, gad $Pewiias qssaraat,
g fafgeagsaalea | %€ wqweaad aead | g7 ffEpnmradqdds a8
wwg fersds: g fanfqargsaradify fasafs | o woqeaaan | qaaws
ARATEATE  gricamsafasETaatat e aw graw fafr e
vafy | gdfenq of gharg W emreasan TEETARYg ARG A A
TIFI WM IGARAESIY: | afenq wQeaad udwwge gda qd g



3
fag waaremadadify fasaly | of safgesaaa a7 fqmegamaaraTady
sfqaees gvrd wafy ) fadlaed gaar fafegr won . cagaenmeasaaT
e AT arE (el sirgeqrad; scag aRa wmw amadag ) o FgE-
qAMeqAAT | UH AGEHWAIFG AqWA WA gaAraden gfgdafy | sl
arAarcayfgdar q waaarard ool @ dfelsea digagonoses
T |

gasfa fawasrserardcaaaiEag | gvg waeded faeafag T
T | AnAT Fefrad fafed: o fafeed & qusaradamemas greaq |
T &g T FOrEEqIdE, faedsds usda fra¥ o qag AN
IOAgAE  GIAGTIESATIITATY: | ereqreAEny afeneyg AR g @ oM
qEAgIeaER TR A1 wEwfy d faaa qrgssed d@fvsg g daafgaamar-
eregaaleagy: | a3 feadt  eowmle: ? fragr  ggaeiear,  fafawsaEt
weesigE g AEfkEy fRadt devgooze ? qwify fafoss awda g
T el | qanfefavaden, @ egmeten qE@warad ageifawmEs
difae, avisfe meeara: | afgrammcat FEdwmddas o gt fefy
vageurtfadlsle adareq 1 arerah wd wsa awragsarwe: fasarorafa
TEAMAILEET qryearargeaaraty o 1 afed fowm god fawmafe—

“otell FMr glgd dwnaia =@ dredq
Wgr ggawNarat  qggoiy sasag n” g
( wegfaear )
aEdT—
“gerregeadt 44 afewae sgian
Q@O TER ¥ aSwewsgd u R u
(=ate firo Yoy )

#F GorwIa R Ifefanme | gErRdaagmat
Qufgead | ddRAragar, afuweaeda 9 gda dlacaafiad | s
BT GETUETEshe A Feaw AR wdRrend: | AGUISHIARIAY gy & ar



RAJ BHAVAN, NAINITAL
July 2, 1976

FOREWORD

I deem it a privilege indeed to have been given the opportunity
to write the Foreword to this learned work edited by a renowned
and eminent scholar, Pandit P. N. Pattabhirama Sastri. A tireless
reseacher and erudite scholar of Sanskrit Literature, Mimamsa Philoso-
phy and Vedic Learning, he has contributed to several publications
on the subject. He is a savant by his own right and is competent
enough to comment on such an abstruse and a highly technical subject
as ‘Siksha”. His valuable services to the cause of Sanskrit were duly
recognised in 1973, when he was given the Presidential Award to
Oriental Scholars.

The spoken language consists of different phenomena, and the
foremost among them may be referred to as phonetic peculiarity. The
ancient seers must have realised the basic fact that the accuracy of
pionunciation and the purity of spoken words must be given a promi-
nent place in the hierarchy of all learning. They pursued, with deep
interest, the study of phonetics, under the banner ‘Siksha’ which has
no parallel in entire antiquity. The Sikshasastra, or the science of
phonetics, which teaches the propet pronunciation and the manner of



reciting the Vedas, was regarded as one of the six Vedangas. It has
been rightly regarded as the preserver of the Vedas. There are four
stages in the development of the scope of Siksha, viz., the instruction
in pronunciation, general phonetics, minute observation in phonetic
phenomena and identification with treatises on applied phonetics. It
is really surprising that such a remarkably important discipline has not
attracted the desired level of attention of researchers which is evident
by the relative lack of editions of Sikshasastras.

It was by the pioneering inspirational endeavours of late Prof.
Griffith and Prof. Thibaut that Prof: Yugal Kishore Vyas edited several
of the Sikshasastras alongwith commentaries on some of them in
the year 1893. Though this collection contained Sikshas of all the
four Vedas, several important ones were not included therein, and
it is really surprising that very little serious effort has been made since
then to make all of them available in print.

The present Siksha, the Vyas Siksha, belongsto the Taittiriya
Sakha of the Krishna Yajvrveda. There are nine primary and six secon-
dary Sikshas enlisted under Taittiiya Sakha and the Vyasa Siksha
occupies a prominent position amongst the primary enes. The monu-
mental efforts of Lueders, during the last century, who edited Vyasa
Siksha in original only, was followed by its edition alongwith the
Vedataijasam Vyakhya of Pt. Surya Narayana Suravadhani who belong-
ed to Andhra Pradesh and Sarvalakshanamanjari by Brahmashri Raja
Ghanpathi in the first decade of the present century. However, both
these are now out of print and serious and conscientious researchers
have been put to much inconvenience owing to their non-availability.

The Vyasa Siksha spreads over twentyeight chapters, ranging
from pronunciation to the result thereof, encompassing in between all
the matters relfated with the phonetics of Krishna Yajurveda It consists
of counting of Varnas, their names and definitions. It also contains
detailed description of each of the Varna, such as, the tone, the found,
the articulation, the deity, the group to which that Varna belongs, and
the proper method of pronouncing the same. It also discusses scienti-
fically the matter of doubling the quantity and its position is unique
among other Sikshas. in the sense that it mentions three parts of the
mouth passage - the beginning, the middle and the end in articula-



tion of the sound, instead of referring to the head and uvula, as usual.
While describing the results of pronunciation, it also provides some
points of practical impartance which are relevant even today. During
olden times, and in Andhra Pradesh even hardly sixty years ago, the
Vedic enchanters used to invoke, arouse, please and offer to Vayu,
Agni, Bhumi, Chandra and Surya, so as to attain their blessings as
also the safety against epidemics, etc. That is a pointer towards
sincere concern with the natural belongings and bowing before them
is always helpful.

I heartily congratulate Pt. Pattabhirama Sastri who has, by his
deep davotion and untiring spirit, made this substantial contribution
to the printed literature available in Sanskrit, concerning the traditional
exposition of the method of pronunciation etc. by bringing out a very
carefully prepared edition of this distinguished work, keeping in view
all the available manuscripts. [n a very scholarly [ntroduction, the
editor has expounded, critically evaluated and compared the Vedic
phonetics with some of the concepts of modern linguistics and has
answered several related issues about which there has been much
confusion so far. | sincerely wish Pt. Pattabhirama Sastri to continue
his invaluable efforts towards unveiling wider horizons of oriental
learning and ‘Dev-Vani’ by bringing out similar editions of other
‘Sikshas’ too.

M. CHANNA REDDY
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INTRODUCTION
(ENGLISH VERSION )

The Ancient seers very conscientiously and rigorously contrived
to preserve, guard and protect the Vedas and accordingly they devised
a comprehensive plan comprising of six-fold limbs ( shadangas ) of the
Vedas which were like those unassailable and inaccessible mighty
high walls erected around the forts to protect from the tresspassers.
As one is but required to proceed systematically and as per rules to
seek entry into the fort through its gates, similarly enough skill and
calibre 1s required in mastering all these six limbs prior to obtaining
entrance into the real delight of the vedic lore. The Vedas are the
means for arriving at the goals par excellence iike the legendary kalpa
vriksha which instantly and unfailingly fulfils all the wishes and desires
howsoever impossible to accomplish. Therefore, the contention of
those of the scepticals, who maintain the Vedas tc be comprising of
words only, is entirely unfounded, inaccurate and far from being real.
The Veda mantras are not devoid of meanings, contrarily there are
several meanings of the Veda-mantras. To handle, manage and take
care of the word-and meaning-content of the Veda mantras adeptively
and with expertise, they organized three chief and three sub-limbs
(angas and upangas) separately. Siksha occupies one of the most
prominent positions amongst those six limbs. Sikshas are the systems
of phonetics preeminently necessary to exact pronunciation of Vedic
mantras and, therefore, they mainly contain the elements of phonetics.

Of the technigues aimed at preserving the Vedas, the first and
the forcmost position is occupied by the proper and methadical study,
practice and chanting of Vedic mantras. Such a study precludes what
is understood of the word studying in modern common parlance. In
vedic context it is specifically used to refer the recitation of a mantra
exactly in the manner as it has been pronounced by the Acharya. It
is imperative from the foregoing, that should we wish to preserve
and propogate the wonderful ancient| glory, we must follow the time
tested techniques and adopt the Vedic method of study wherein the



pupil recites, after the Acharya has pronounced a mantra with accu-
rate accent. Though the modern methods of preserving, such as
tape recordings and printed books, are useful, these media would be
of little avail in preserving the age-old Indian wisdom.

If we ponder over the method of teaching of the ancient Indian
sages, we would surely be overwhelmed to notice and realize as to
what marathon efforts those seers did to teach the Vedas properly
and accurately. They divided the whole course of study into three
main phases each occupying enormous practice. The phases were
reception ( grahana ), retention ( dharana ) and the brahmayajna; under
the first two phases regular study and practice of Samhitas and
Brahmanas used to take place and the last phase stood for the chant-
ing of previously received and retained portions of the Vedasin a
fixed proportion during the mid-day.

For the convenience of teaching each of the four Vedas and the
branches thereof, several sections and subsections, e.g., Kanda
prashna ( prapathaka ), anuvaka, bhaga of 50 padas, mandala, ashtaka,
varga, sukta mantra, adhyaya, etc., were evolved. This sectioning
structure does not stand merely for the ease of teaching, instead they
also aim at the viniyoga of the respective sacrifices (Yajnas). Following
this scheme, the Acharya used to gauge the capacity and calibre of the
pupils and then to start the teaching after selecting a particular part
or section. In order to bring out the importance and essence of the
siksha grantha in the basic gamut of this system of teaching we shaii

demonstrate the method by illustrating the teaching and study of one
mantra.

The teaching of Veda begins with pronunciation of ‘Harih om’
where all the vowels are acute ( udatta ) and it ends with a circumflex
accent ( svarita). Now, the illustrative mantra is: Ajne yam yajna-
madhvaram visvatah paribhurasi, sa iddeveshu gachhati, There are
11 padas in this mantra. It would be sheer impossible for the pupils
to recite entire mantra after listening the same once only from the
Acharya. Therefore, the Acharya should speak out two or three padas
at a time from the samhita and thereafter the pupils would recite them
with full care and attentiveness in accurate pronunciation, This
method of teaching and study upto a specified portion occurs for the



first day and continues for ten days, in other words it continugs from
dwitiya to dwadashi. Acharya would teach the pupils by increasing the
number of padas after verifying their skill in pronunciation and the
disciples would recite them twice. Thus, it goes for eight days and
on the ninth and tenth days the whole of the bhaga of 50 padas c?r
anuvaka is taught. Taken together it would mean that each padais
recited for twenty times within these ten days. This is called the
reception study or grahan-adhyayana.

Under the retention study, which follows the reception study,
the pupils would recite ten times daily the prelistened and pre-taught
portion of 50 padas (bhaga), which would carry the number of re(f|ta-
tions up to 100 times for each pada. Adding the number of recitations
done during reception twenty times for each pada into these 100 reci-
tations, the total number of recitations put in by each disciple would
become 120. Alongwith such a retention, from dwitiya onwards starts
the reception study of a similar newly allocated portion of Samhita or
Brahmana. These learnt portions are likely to be forgotten unless they
are not recited regularly, hence a plan of their regular repetition in
parts, named brahmayajnam was also evolved. Thus, the Acharya
would split pupils into classes as per their ability and would pay requi-
site attention for their proper growth and development. Required
level of attention would be paid by the Acharya as far as the accurate
accented pronunciation of pupils divided in different classes in accor-
dance with their ability is concerned. The Acharya remains very
watchful and concentrated in listening the recitations and even a minor
mistake committed by pupils in one vowel is instantly corrected by the
Acharya. This would exemplify the ceaseless efforts exerted by those
seers who always aimed at thorough mastery over the vedic mantras.

The method adopted by those ancient Acharyas was even more
wonderful, the kind of which can not be imagined or described at
present. Their whole life was tuned and dedicated for the realization
of incessant source of energy contained in Vedic mantras. The people
carrying the titles of Trivedis, Chaturvedis are seen only these days,
whereas the Acharyas of those hoary past testified the real essence of
those titles by their own life exemplifying the Vedic teaching. They
did not only teach three or four different Vedas rather they taught the
pupils belonging to three different levels of different samhitas seated
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separately, according to the ability acquired by them, at one and the
same time, place and occasion. They used to teach the Vedic mantras
of three different Vedas to three or more different groups of pupils siti-
ing at quite different places and how watchful the Acharyas were can
only be imagined by their attentiveness which resulted in immediate
correction of the error committed by any pupil, either of verbal, meteric
or pertaining to vowels and accents: Those Acharyas used to locate the
error and immediately they used to correct the same by reciting accu-
rately that particular mantra. How awfully wondrous was thair method
of teaching ? What a tremendous memory, assiduity, endurance and
command over those Vedic hymns did they possess? How much
amazingly ingenous capacities of listening and detecting the errors of
pronunciation amidst so many different sounds emanating out of hymns
of so many different Vedas ? Probably their method is out of compre-
hension and detection of a modern person like us.

This is not a very olden story. Even only about 50 years or so
ago there were quite a few such good scholars of the calibre of
Brahmasri Vishweswar Srauti and others who displayed all the chara-
cteristics of a Vedic scholar as detailed above. Their concentration,
their retentivity and above all their scholarship were unparallel and
superb and their devotedness also got its due return in many good
scholars who were very much conscientious and meticulous. In all
sikshas this point has been emphasized that proper, accurate, accented
pronunciation of the Vedic hymns must be given utmost importance.
The Vyasa siksha maintains :

Suvyaktassvaro dhairyam taccittaivam caturgunah
Ftadyuktah pathedvedam sa Vedaphalamasnute.
{ Vyasa Siksha, 503

Four basic requisites for obtaining desired results of Veda recita-
tions are enumerated in this order: Suvyaktam, i. e., recitations accord-
ing to phonetic rules : Susvara or pronouncing Vedic hymns in a nasal
free voice and following all the accents of pronunciation; dahiryam
stands for undivided attention and concentration; and finally, tacciita-
tvam alludes to one's completely being absorbed in vedic recitations.
These are necessary qualities and the Acharya must very carefully
watch over the possessiveness of the students as regards all these four
in adequate proportion, amount and combination. The paramount
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ability of the Acharya lies in distinguishing and differentiating the
wanting quality for one pupil from among a number of them. It is
required that pupils must be constantly looking towards the Acharya
and one who does not do this is sure to commit errors. As far as the
erudition and the concentration of the Acharya is concerned, they
must be present in appreciable quantity in the Acharya without which
the Acharya would not be able to fulfil his purpose of weeding out
the errors. Probably because of this requirment the study is referred
to as ‘tapasya’, always requiring the concentration of mind and very
well concerted assiduous efforts in listening the phonetic units or
letters of the alphabet ( varnas ) and vowels ( svaras). The Mimamsa
school of philosophy advocates the eternal and perennial character-
istics of the letters ( varnas ) and the authors of various Sikshas go to
the extent of describing the gods ( devata ), class ( jat/), place of articu-
lation ( sthana ), articulator ( karana ), and efforts ( prayatna ) of each
of the letters and vowels.

In the stages of Vedic teaching when the teaching of Samhita
and Brahmana becomes over, the Acharya begins the teaching of other
derivative forms ( vikritis ), such as pada patha, krama patha, jata
patha, ghana patha, etc. The pupils practising these derivative forms
are of advanced type and they are classed separately while the fre- ‘
shers willing to undergo samhita and brahmana teaching are tested
by the Acharya about the suitability of their candidature whereafter
they are admitted to these courses. The pada patha teaching is
slmilar to reception and retention types, wherein each mantra is twice
recited. After finishing this entire pada patha, the teaching of krama-
patha begins under which each pada is serially repeated for two times.
This can be illustrated by the following examples : Ajne yam, yam
yajnam, yajnamadhvaram, adhvaram visvatah, visvatah paribhu, etc.
It would be apparent from the foregoing that whereas in Samhita
study each pada is recited 120 times, under the pada patha study this
number goes well above 120 times and it does not include the recita-
tions done under krama and other derivative forms of vedic study,
The reciting is continued till a total mastery over each pada flawlessly
is envisioned, Besides these many recitations, the enchantings done
during Brahmayajna study daily taken alongwith these, the innumer-
able number of chantings are done.
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Up to the krama patha method of study, the pronunciations and
chantings of the padas are done in orderly sequence whereafter this
order is given up and in other derivatives the mixed method of reverse
and same chantings is followed. Thus, following the cycle of same
order and same and reverse mixed order, how many chantings are
done can only be imagined. They become innumerable by that time
and the hidden essence of those mantras becomes practical to the
pupils. Adopting such a wonderful study method both the Acharya
and the pupils used to feel and realize the immanent flow of energy
emanating out of the recitations as also the additions incurred by
innumerable further recitals. In this context, the term energy stands
for the element emanating out of the excessive consciousness. This
would, then, becomes a plausible and worth accepting reason as to
why the Vedas are considered as the incessant and the unlimited
source of energy reservoire. Each of the word contents of the Vedas
has been considered by respective authors of various Sikshas as
embodying gods and the doers of sacrifices ( yajna) do remember,
invoke and recall those related gods while chanting these maniras.
Thus, the whole of the Veda could be construed as containing word-
god ( sabda-brahma ) and accordingly, therefore, the usages in vogue
of Brahmayajna, Brahmacari, Brahmopadesha are meaningful.

Classification of letters :

A brief review of the aphotisms of Vyasa Siksha is now in order.
Prior to describing the gods of the letters, the author of Vyasa Siksha
settles the number of letters or alphabets :

Avarnevarnakovarno rvarnau {tvametvamait,
Odaudrangau kramadomyotsvarassurvyanjananyatha.

( Vyasa Siksha, 5-6 )

According to the aphorism ‘akhyanekasya varnordhvam’, each of
a, i, u vowels are of three types, viz., short { hrasva ), long ( dirgha )
and protracted ( p/uta ), thus making nine in number. Theris only
of two types, short ( Arasva ) and long ( dirgha ). The | is only
short and thus, the tally comes to 12. There are other four vowels,
viz, e, ai, 0, au, which are only long. Taken together these four also
the total goes upto 16. There are two short and the ‘O’ of Om is



Vil

separate which means the total number of all the vowels ( svaras)
reaches upto 19 vowels.

The consonant are forty seven in all and adding together the 19
vowels the total number of letters becomes sixtysix. The vowels are
called syllable (aksara) and the consonants are called letters (varnas).
From ‘ka’ to ‘ma’ the total of the number of letter is that of twentyfive;
there are also four semivowels, viz., ya, ra, la, and va. Then there are
sibilants and the phonetic elements produced at the root of the tongue
( jihvamula ) which are six in number. There is also a lrakar and the
two nasal utterances (anusvara) one is with the ‘ga’ sound and the
other without “ga’. There is one aspiration ( visarga ) and there are
also four vowel appearances of consonanants (svarabhaktis) and finally
four transitional sounds ( yamas ). These are .the fortyseven conso-
nants. However, according to some special and particular occasions,
the number of the letters reaches up to 73 or somewhere with refe-
rence to the organ emitting them, their total also reaches 65 or 108.
The ( Siksakaras ) have also counted the nasal utterances and aspira-
tes into this count. These are apparent where phonetic combinations
of two vowels or consonants are elaborated. Saunaka has also
followed the above method of classification and counting of the total
number of the letters, however, he has accepted long ‘| 1’ as a separate
one and has also ramified four transitional sounds. The notions of
time ( kala ), place of articulation ( sthana ), efforts ( prayatna ), and
the articulators ( karana ) are same in both the texts.

About these letters, several phonetic rules of their pronunciation
have been well propounded by authors of various siksas such as
rules of part-participation (Angangibhava), time of articulation (kala)
articulators ( karana ), efforts ( prayatna ), classification (jatibheda)
and god ( devtabheda ). He who follows these rules of pronuncia-,
tion is called an Acharya.

These rules are well described in following aphorisms :

Dhvanisthananc karanam prayatnah kalata svarah
Devtajatiretaisca varna jneya vicaksauaih

Vyasa Siksha 511-512
Padakramavisesajno Varnakramavicaksnhah
Svaramatravibhajno gacchedacaryasampadam.
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The gods and classes of the letters

Of 66 total number of letters (varnas ), the 18 letters are not
considered for gods and classes thereof, viz., the protracted letters
( pluta varnas ), aspirates ( visarga ), omkar, phonetic element at the
root of the tongue ( jihvamuliya ), the aspirant followed by the first or
second letters of labial { upadhmaniya ), pure nasal utterance (suddha
anusvara ), the nasal alongwith ‘ga’, the four prefixed or suffixed
vowel parts ( svarabhaktis ), the four transitional sounds (yamas).
Remaining 48 letters are classified in five rashis. Each of the rash/ has
been identified with a god attached therewith. The gods for each of
the five rashis are as follows : air ( vayu ), fire ( agni ), earth ( bhumi),
moon ( chandrama ) and sun (surya). Now, these gods are in serial
order attached with respective letters. Thus, the air is regarded as
the god for letters a, a, e, ka, ca, ta, ta, pa, ya, sa; fire is the god
designate for i, i, ei, kha, cha, tha, tha, pha, ra, sa; the earth is god
for u, u. o, ga, ja, da, da, ba, la, ha; the moon is god for r, ri, au, gha,
jha, dha, dha, bha, va, Ira; and finally, the sun is the god for |, na, na,
na, ma, ksa, sa. Aphorisms 489 and 490 of the Vyasa Siksha describe

these gods, etc.

Adadetprathamayasa Inasikyaksasottarah
Anilagnimahindvarkah pancanam tvadhidevtah.

Here, first rashi isshown by the first pada and the second pada
shows the fifth rasi with other three rashis occupying intermediary
positions.

The classes of the letters are of two types: the first class is
occupied by four basic accents ( svaras ) viz.,, the acute (udatta ) the
grave (anudatta ), the circumflex (svarita) and the prachaya; the second
class is expanded from letters a to ksa. The acute (udatta)is given
the class of brahmajati, the grave (anudatta) is given class of Kshatriya
Jjati, the circumflex is said to have the class of vaishya jati, and finally,
the prachaya occupies the shudrajati class. Now all the accents (svaras)
and first two letters of each group are said to be of brahmana class
the third and fourth letters of each group are of the class of kshatriya;
the fifth letters and all the intermediary letters ( antahstha ) occupy
the class of vaishya; and finally, the nasal utterances (anusvara), the
aspirates ( visarga ) and the spirants ( usman) belong to the shudra
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class. These classes perish if they are not properly prenounced,
whereas by proper pronuciation the welfare and preservation of the

respective classes are insured.

in any pada, Viravattamam for example, the classes for the
accents can be discerned at ease. Now, since the ‘vakara” and ‘repha’
occupy in between positions and the ‘ma’ stands in the end, all these
three occupy the class of Vaishya. The takara, being the first letter,
becomes that of the Brahmana class. The grave accent is belonging
to the Shudra jati. Thus, four classes for four accents and three for
the three letters are found present herein. However, none of these
classes is either high or low; they are present in the harmonious
relationship and they are not in conflict or contrast.

The language refers to those symbols evinced through the vocal
chords to make people understand what one wishes to convey. The
people understand the meaning ensconced in the utterances of others.
The children learn the language from their elders and they in turn
teach the same to their own ofsprings. The question emanates out
of the above as to who was the first teacher who taught lenguage
symbols. Some contend the God to be the first teacher, whereas
others accept perennial behavioural factors to be responsible for arti-
culation. Some others feel language as the gradual evolutionary
phenomenon that developed in course of origin of life.

The historical philology or developmental linguistics deals with
the development and transformation of words from one language over
to other languages. The language is defined as an arbitrary assemply
of symbols that convey some meanings and hence such a discipline
certainly carries enough importance. Strangely, it is not a new innova-
tion of modern times; contrarily in the aphorisms of Jaimini, the
founder of Mimamsa school of philosophy, such a branch can also be
traced. Jaimini does not emerge only as a theologist enunciating the
regulations to be followed by people, he also examines very thoroughly
the contents of each of the pada and its meanings. Besides where
how, and when to use each pada have also attracted his attention. l

Ina section entitled ‘Yavavarah’ Jaimini discusses the using
of the words such as ‘Yava’ etc., from two angles, i.e., from the Vedic



X

as also from the customary popular. It is contended that even though
both these had equal potency, the directions containod in Vedas have
to be adopted, rather than following popular one. The word usages
of Vedic angle is contended as well settled, whereas customary popu-
lar one always undergoes modification, therefore, the latter needs to
be abondoned. In a later section entitled ‘Pikanema’, however, some
other words are considered and it is arrived at as verdict that to under-
stand such words, the meanings prevalent in other castes should be
followed. Bhattapada illustrated by considering some words such as
chor, atar, vair, mal, pamp, etc., respectively standing for cooking,
stomach, something, path, and snake. These words got their usage
through Dravidian language. There was a galaxy of good philologists,
phoneticians, grammarians even in ancient times is well illustrated by
this example.

Modern linguistics accepts the Sanskrit ianguage as a modifica-
tion and .improvement (samskara) over the existing ones. But
according to the law of modification, the modification is done onlyin
the matter which was either useful in the past or which is expected
to be useful in future. Thisis done in one of the four ways, viz.,
origin ( utpatt/), expansion ( apti ), derivation { vikriti ), and pertaining
to extraordinary capacity ( apurvasadhansamarttiyadhana ) and none of
these hold good for the words as per the discussions of Sabarswami,
Accordingly, the Mimamsa school maintains eternal character of words
and letters  Jaimini rules that only proper words, or those words that
are permanently existent carrying permanent relevance, should be
used and no where an improper word should be used at all. Even
using an improper word is called punishable offence.

Ancient Indian philologists and grammarians re-organized those
words that existed and remained since eternity into siksha and elavated
its position by counting it amongst fourteen learnings. Tajttiriya
Upanishad contends siksha as that discipline which contains letters,
yvowels, moras, efforts, saman and sanfanah. The siksha stands {or the
:eaching of vowels according to Vedic laws and it contains six basic
slements : (1) the letters, e.g., akar, stc, (2) the accents, e.g., acute,
grave, circumflex and pracaya; (3) the moras, viz., short, long and
protracted; (4) the internal efforts, e,g., touched, partially touched,
atc., (8} Saman, or pronounciation of the mantra neither very solowly
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nor very loudly; (6) Santanas or searching the relationship between
First and second pada. The study of Veda refers to the study of one’s
own branch, the vedas being all pervasive and exhaustive. The siksha
are available for each of ths branches of Vedas which partially derives
from the above,

It was because of the profound inspiration, support and patro-
nage of Prof. R. T. H. Griffith and Prof. G. Thibaut that about eithty-
three years ago Prof. Naval Kisore Vyas of the Govenment Sanskrit
College, Banaras edited and published a collection of Sikshas which
included several older and @ few never ones. This collection tom-
prised of Sikshas of ali the four Vedas. However. there are several
other ones also and in a verse it is mentioned that he who reads
Sikshas of Vyasa, Laksmikant, Aranyaka, Sambhu, Apishal, Panini, Kohal
and Kaundinya attains the eternal abode of Brahman in as easy way
as a household reaches his home destination troublelessly. The
sanctification attached with these Sikshas is well revealed by this
verse,

The number of Sikshas being so huge it should not be construed
as desideratum of fame to their respective authors. The imagination
as revealed by sevaral top ranking poets who adopted stories from
epics such as Ramayana or Mahabharata and mouided the same with
their kill can not be compared with the ingenuity dizplayed by the
Sikshakaras. 1f there are more than one Sikshas for any branch of Veda,
they reveal only as covsring those aspects which are left over or little
discussed by other writers. No question of rontary gain or becom-
ing famous can be attached with the intention of their respective
authors as was common with epic writers or pliywrights. Their sole
aim was to preserve, protect and propogate the realm of vedic
learning.

As leng as the process of oral teaching-learring continued uni-
nterrupted they did not pay any heed to writing any phonetic text.
But when they realized a communication-gap owing to deterioration
in retentivity of pupils, they thought it proper to jot down the basic
tenets in the form of a book ina same fashion as we do it now for
our own students. That was a period of scanty means of writing and
they discussed the issues and deliberated upn the relevant problems
in small groups. They were certainly possessive of a much sharper and



Xie

pointed memory and their knowledge depended on their sharp memory
which was even made better by their method of teaching. They
formulated directives for sitting and other routine affairs including
contemplation of the Savitri mantra all of which hinge at making
memory more sharp and pointed.

Sabarswami has conjectured about sastras as the base for smritis;
needless to say that sastras of Sabarswami are nothing else than the
Vedas now available in the form of branches for preserving which the
Sikshas are devised. However, Bhattapada is of the opinion that in the
event of an apparent confiict between smriti and shruti, the former
should not be rejected as unreliable since their authors must have
collected informations from various sources combining their own
alongwith the same; hence, neither they should be followed nor reje-
cted. The Siksha occupies a place amongst smritis; much like the same
as grammer, etc. are also smritis,

The present Siksha had been authored by Vyasa. We have already
discussed the letters, their gods and classes in the foregoing pages.
There are twentyeight chapters in it, Similar to the grammer texts the
treatment of nouns ( sanfnas ) is done in the first chapter. Contrary to
Panini who wrote his Siksha in much greater details, Vyasa wrote it
succinctly and in metres. Generally the nouns follow the lead of
Vyakarana, with some subtle speciality at some placess. To illustrate
the above, all the fifth letters of each letter group, except that of the
‘ca’ group are referred to as sounds of two mora. All these turn
into that of one mura if they become short. The second chapter
describes the treatment of restrained vowels (pragrahas). Even
without the second form of declension ( dvivachan) the ‘it’, ‘ut’,
‘et and ‘okar’ are treated for these restraints. Some vocalized
words are also considered for the restrainings. The definitions
are given in third chapter wherein various definitions for doubling
{dvitva) and exinction {/opa), etc., are offered. It is discussed
here that anything done to a pada does not restrict itself to only
one aspect thereof. It is also defined that an accent similar to acute
{ udatta ) but used differently is the prachaya.

The chapters fourth to fifteenth are devoted for the elongation
( dirghatva }, the bringing in of something { agama ), extinction ( /opa )
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( vikaras), satva, natva, repha, aspirates (visarga ), yatva, phonetic
combinations ( sandhi), discrimination ( anaikya ), and unitization
( atkya ), respectively. The sixteenth chapter describes the nature
of accents and there an exposition of acute (udatta ), grave
( anudatta ), circumflex (svarita’) and prachaya is done. The lengthe-
ning of body is said to occur in acute accent and its shortening is envi-
saged in grave accent, thus, showing the meaningfulness of upper
and lower expressions. A combination of both these occurs in a
circumeflex accent, which has had several types, e.g., abhinihita
ksipra, prashista, nitya, tairovyanjana, etc. The euphonic com-
bination of the accents and vowels alluding several efforts also
are described in seventeenth chapter. The accents are not expressed
vocally alone, rather expressing the same by hand-signs are also
discussed. It is commonly agreed that properly used hand signs of
accents are necessary for a proper study. The locations for the
accents are in the following order; the grave accent ( anudatta)is
placed in the first line of the last finger, the circumflex ( svarita )
occupies the last line of the third finger; the prachaya is located in
the middle line of the middle finger, and finally, the acute (udatta}is
located in the middle line of the index finger. The thumb touches the
appropriate place to display the requisite accent and simultaneously
pronouncing the same also. However, there is no consenus about
these locations in various Sikshas. The nineteenth chapter presents
the principles of doubling, the twentieth brings out the components
occupying the vowel positions at some specified places. The svara-
bhaktis are described in chapter twentythird with reference to ‘repha’
slakar’ and ‘rikar’:  Types of svarabhaktis are also described such as
herini, hamspada, hastini, karenu, harita, karvini and svatantra. The
considerations of place of articulation ( sthana ) and efforts of articu-
lation ( prayatna ) are done in chapter twentyfourth. The twentyfifth
chapter describes the protracted ( p/uta) accents, the twentysixth
brings out the discussion of labials ( osthya ), the penultimate chapter
discusses the time factor ( kafa) and the last chapter concludes with
the resultant effects of prouunciation.

It would become apparent from the foregoing that the treatises
of Siksha were written after considering all aspects of Vedic learning.
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To think of the improbable and unfounded logic that the /aksanas
were made first and then the Vedas originated is far from being real.
How the Sikshas help preserve the Vedas can be understood by
pondering over the plan of teaching detailed above, which impresses
upon the pupil the real essence of the hymns of the Vedas.

The teaching of the Veda requires exposition of varnakramas
 serial order of letters ). The varnakrama can be demonstrated by the
help of an example of PRAJAPATIH, wherein ten letters are found:
pa, repha, a, ja, a, pa, a, ta, i, and aspirate ( visarga ). This is the pure
varnakrama and all other forms of varmnakramas would become appa-
rent as the varnasarakrama is demonstrated. For the easy grasp of
the readers we are presenting the abstract of varnasarakrama of
‘Prajapatih’ in tabular form in Table No 1:
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The syllables also include as per the scheme of their counting
the plutaranga ( the protracted ) and the dirgharanga | the elongted )
types of syllable. The former is of five types each requiring time
equivalent of four mora units and the latter is of two types only
The nasalized vowels have also been divided into two types-ane with
the letter ‘ga’ ( the agamanusvara ) and the other one is that with-
out letter ‘ga’ ( the agatvanusvara or kevalanusvara ). The uvular
phonetic element ( jihvamuliya ) has also been considered
for the varnasarakrama. Similarly, the detailed varnasarakramas have
also been done for the wpadhmaniya and the svarabhaktis. The
varanasarakramas for all these can be abstractly presented in the
following Table No. 2.
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.. There are four transitional sounds (yamas) that intervene
be'tWeén a non-nasal and a counterpart to the sound following a non-
nasal. The varhasarakrama of the first transition sound may be summed
as follows. That sound is of the brahmana class, occurring in exten-
ded posture of the larynx as unvoiced, non-aspirate, and articulated
from the upper part of the nose with the articulator organ being the

lower part of the root of the upper teeth,

The Vedic scholars who really follow these principles in Vedic
chanting have become so scarce that their number can be counted on
fingers. However, it is my firm conviction that there would surely
emerge some good scholars who are adept in accurate accented pro-
nunciation of letters keeping in mind all the related aspects of the
same. Even this advanced scientific age does not preclude this highly
urgent necessity aimed at preserving our own heritage.

His Holiness Tapomurti Karunanidhi the Jagadguru Shankara-
charya of Kanchi Kamakoti Peetha, whose every breath is dedicated
for welfare and protectinn of whole Universe in general and the
Vedas in particular, has established a trust—the Veda Rakshan Nidhi-
for logistically supporting the cause of the protection and prescrva-
tion of the Vedas,  This trust holds examination and distributes freely
financial awards to meticulous and deserving Vedic chanters and
budding promissing students. Several institutions have been
organised fur the purpose and very many Vedic scholars are earning
their bread and butter by the real grace of the Jagadguruji. In course
of an extensive tour of the North, when His Holiness treaded in
Varanasi to sanctify and glorify this city, | made a request to inaugu-
rate and bless the Veda Mimamsa Research Centre. He very kindly
agreed for the same and blessed this research centre. This is the
very first publication of the Centre and | derive much pleasure to dedi-
cate this with gratitude to His Holiness Jagadguru Sri Shankaracharya
ji of Kanchi Kamakotipeetha.

This Siksha was published in South Irndia near about sixtyeight
years back alongwith the Veda Taijas Commentary and Sarvalakshana-
manjari. That edition is now not at all availatle. | wanted to bring
out its edition but | had only original aphorisms which are hard to
cqmprehend unless accompanied by these commentaries. | wish to
place on record the dakt of gratitude of Brahmasri Kaladi Ghanapathi -
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from whom fcould get these commentaries in printed form. | wrote
it down in Devanagari script. The Veda Taijas Commentary was
written by Suryanarain Suravadhani of Sri Velimi Kanyapur and the
Sarvalakshanamanjari was authored by Brahmasri Raja Ghanpathi. Both
of these reveal the hard and concerted efforts, put in by these relent-
less scholars. How great satisfaction 1 avail seeing this book being
published added by the aforesaid commentaries for the first time in
Devanagari Script.

As | had no resources to arrange for its publication, | was a
little bit disappointed. Meanwhile | made a request to the famous
industrialist Sri Lakshmipat Sinhaniya, a prominent member of the well
known J. K. family. His mother “Srimati Maaji”" was extraordinarily
religicus oriented and was always awfully absorbed in the pious devo-
tion of the Lord. She used to respect me like anything and was
always a seeker of eternal bliss. Sri Lakshmipat Sinhaniyaji immedi-
ately agreed to extend all possible support and directed his son
Sri Harishankar Sinhaniya to arrange for all necessary help and
support in the matter and | pleasurably wish to place on record the
generosity with which the latter flawlessly provided all possible
support whereby it could become possible to print the present Siksha.
| wish the J, K. family 1o flourish by leeps and bounds and reach the
highest peak of prosperity as also attain the propitious omens of
the Lord.

My sincerest heartfelt thanks are due for Hon'ble Governor of
U.P. Dr. M. Channa Reddy who has, inspite of his awfully busy
engagements, written a very illumining Foreword to this Siksha where-
by its worth has further gone up. Grateful thanks are also due for
Sri Pt Ram Chandra Ghanpathi Lakshanantadhyayi and Sri Pt. Krishna-
murti Ghanapathi for their invalusble help during entire course of edit-
ing of this present Siksha. Lastly, | wish to acknowledge with thanks
the painstaking care taken by Dr. Mandan Mishra, Principal, Sri Lal
Bahadur Sastri Sanskrit Vidyapeeth, New Delhi, and Dr. Chandra Bhal
Dwivedi, Department of Psychology, Banaras Hindu University,
Varanasi, in translating the Introduction into Hindi and English
respectively.

May 1, 71976 P. N. Pttabhirama Sastri-
Varanasi.
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oY F Cwourge’ gty WAl | wedyy ‘su wgw sf awd vgd

afy ‘qomad’ =l T, avEfeed | TERIROET T S9vd T |
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gE A o gfa TR e ST 4 ¥ o gad CSursiiuy’ geafy
T 12 TR ZIgerT ‘o eI g srey-
ST g’ TeEd TEAT E3T seAtT qua | ‘avamErta TergETE enn
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sfme qEwemenfy awate | ga ! smaETEnaETRi |
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graada: wiaft gerea: spaen Fyd soat a1 gfe ot af
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a CagdEdeE < relggmie ¢ v o

W T AT A T TG || 09 |
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18. o do 2. 8. 19, 9u, Fo Fo B, 3. q, 9¢. Jo Ho 9. 3, 3.
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