Dina’s Sanskrt Pronunciation Guide

This system of transliteration (Romanized Sanskrt) has been almost universally accepted
by Sanskrt scholars all over the world in the last seventy years. Each and every syllable is
accurately reproduced from the original with no loss of information nor any ambiguity.

Numerals: 1-2, 2-R, 3-3, 4-8, 5-4, 6-&, 7-9,8-5 9-R, 0-0
13 Vowels: N.B. Long vowels are twice as long as short ones

a3l a3l i% ié u3 @F eT ail o037 auaﬁ r®# if 1I&

Short Vowels (V)

Long Vowels (W)

Long Vowels (W)

a ;| 3 Asinbut A i |3 Asin far € wa|T Asin they
1 v2| € Asin pin 1 w é’ As in peace al ws li‘ As in aisle
U vy3| S Asinpush U w3 |> Asinrule 0 we 3N Asin foam
_ - - au wy 3?"' As in how
r & Asin rim but 7 F  Asinrim, but ) )
P8 without the % |+ W® held longer
1 @ As in rim, but **r is a short rolling of the tongue,
-V with ‘L’ sound not ‘ree’ nor ‘ru’ as it is in Hindi / Bengali / Telugu etc
Symbols for vowels:
N D R B —~ N l= .. =
a-mid | 371|103 | u-_ o= Je-"al jodaudr- t-, - _ i h-: X
& W fBH F|F| F F R B FF F|F| F: | B
ka |ka|ki| ki| ku | ki ke kaiko kau| kr| k| kl [kamkah(a) k
VD WD | v (w2 | 3 | w3y [wa) | (ws) | we) | (wr) | (ve) [((we) | (vo)
IS . R X
Sanskrt Romanized Sanskrt | Sanskrt omgmzed
Sanskrt
S ’ (nil)
Symbols — '
Avagraha (pronounced as a very short ‘a’) | Virama (drop the final ‘a’)
ma+e+’ + 2ca + 2ya +u + ta {H=ram=ra+a+ma-a
How to Y Y ‘ Tar
decipher = q + + S + 1/23 + l/zq + © + a W: Vék
Y —_ ‘
th‘e =q+ +S+ T 4+ a +o+a =Va+2_l+ka—a
script
=‘1\:[Sﬂﬁ = me’cyuta (me + acyuta) =d+T+P +




35 Consonants:

) Romanized . Romanized . Romanized ) Romanized . Romanized
Sanskrt Sanskrt Saniskrt Sanskrt Saniskrt Sanskrt Safiskrt Sanskrt Saniskrt Sanskrt
/.\ .
QS q; ka ¢ E kha ) jT ga 3 ’5[ gha G4 g na G5
o
s E| asin‘cut walk hut gullible dig hard sing up
O
o) . . -
sl can| © chay S jas| A jha | 2 Na
A
= S canyon
SIS o
= 2| chuckle stitch-hut jungle hedge-hard jha=3 )
2 = (not ‘gya’)
‘é’ Z sing yart
A
1= 2 € tag| S tha | $ da | @ dha | U na
E tub light-hut dove red-hot nut

(NB:Dots below each letter) Tongue curled up, tip touching hard part of palate

a ta p S'T tha o, a: da D3 a dha D4 '_'l. na ps

thorough ment(th)hol** th_ou rhyth(ha)m | ‘in thee end’
**But tongue must press against all upper teeth for all 5 dental sounds

(Teeth)**

Labial (L) |Dental (D) Cerebral (C)

2 9 pau| ® pha | d ba ;| H bha ,| H ma
2 top-hut
puddle (Not F sound)" bundle rob-hut mother
gsemr- | A ya sn [ T sn| @ la s d Va sv4
(antah- V_a.rn'ls'h .
sthah) yard run lard (But as ‘wa 1f‘]01ned with a
(SV) consonant in the same
syllable eg. ‘svam1’)

> m Sa cq q Sa psy H Sa ps3

SIBIL-

ANTS (talavya - Cerebral) | (muirdhanya - Palatal) ‘push’ (dantya - Dental)
(usmas) | ‘as sharp’, tongue in | but with tongue pulled back As in ‘sun’
(5S) front (light sound) (heavy sound) (pure ‘ss’)
K3 : = . : *
3 MORE m (anusvara) ; h (visarga*)| @ ha
CONSO- ’ ) . .
NANTS %+ = kam & : = kah(a) | (aspirate)
A nasal sound, as in ‘oriv’ | * (see explanation below) As in hut

*If the h is at the end of a line, repeat the previous vowel lightly: eg ah=aha, ih= ihi
! Sounds like ‘gya’ & ‘fa’ exist in Hindi, Bengali etc but are not in Sanskrt



Full list of Romanized Sanskrt Alphabets

Below are all the alphabets that are used in various
combinations to accurately represent the entire
spectrum of the Sanskrt alphabet, with zero
ambiguity:

a 3 a
a 3 n 1
b E i g
C El e UL
d g 0 3
d 3 p 7
e g r [§
g T a Ed
h g £ o
h : S q
i 2 ¢ A
I i i g
] S t 4
k % 6 z
1 & u 3
1 ) U >
m H Vv 9
y q



