SangeetaRanga 
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Cordially invites you and your family to attend 
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 Double Header Margazhi concerts
On

Saturday, Dec 16, 2006

At SriRangaMantapam, Ranganatha temple, Pomona, NY
2:30PM 
 Registration for individual participation

2:45 – 4:00PM     Individual singing of Divyaprabandams or Andal tirruppavais or Pasurams

4:30 – 6:00PM
 Vocal Concert by Ranjani Venimadhavan accompanied by Indira Raja on the       violin and Kumar Kanthan on the mridangam
6:30 – 8:00PM     Veena Duet by Smt.Kamala Natarajan  and Dr.Amrutha Vishwanath

 accompanied by Kumar Kanthan on the mridangam
Ranjani is an accomplished vocalist belonging to the inimitable Alathur school of Vocal Music. Born in a family of puritan musicians, she had her initial training in Carnatic Vocal Music form her beloved mother, Smt. Sundara Satagopan at the age of three. 

Later, Ranjani had intensive training from Sri.J.Venkatarman, a direct disciple of Alathur Sri. Srinivasa Iyer. Following this, she qualified herself academically by doing a Masters in Music from the renowned Madras University. During this tenure, she was blessed to come in contact with many great teachers. Notable amongst them is Smt. Suguna Varadhachari, a direct disciple of Musiri Sri. Subramanya Iyer. After her marriage she has gained considerably from her musical interaction with her husband, Dr.S.V.Madhavan, a direct disciple of Veena Virtuoso Dr. S. Balachandher.

Along with her sister, Smt Vasanthi Ramesh, Ranjani has performed in many reputable places in India. She has successfully applied the knowledge she gleaned from her Gurus in evolving into a devout and highly successful teacher. She has been teaching for the past 12 years and has many students in New York and in Connecticut. She lives in Norwalk, Connecticut.
Indira Raja had her training in carnatic violin under Sangeetha Bhushanam Late Sri V. Janakiraman of New Delhi. She was a regular performer of Yuva Vani, AIR and has participated in the Yuva Mahotsav.
She currently resides in New Jersey, and teaches carnatic violin.

Kumar Kanthan began learning mridangam at the age of 8 from Nagarajan of Delhi. He later continued his tutelage under Ravichandra of London. Since 1985 he has been receiving advanced training from the renowned vidwan Karaikudi Mani. Kumar has performed in concerts in the USA, Europe and India and has accompanied many senior artists including B. Rajam Iyer, T.K. Govinda Rao, Trichur Ramachandran, Bhushani Kalyanaraman, and Charumathi Ramachandran. Kumar resides in New Jersey with his wife and two kids and works as a senior vice president at Moody’s Investors Service.
Srimathi Kamala Natarajan hails from a musical family in Pudukkottai, Tamil Nadu and has over 60 years of experience in Carnatic Music.
Smt. Kamala formally learnt vocal music for over 15 years from Pudukkottai Sri Jayaraman, a direct disciple of Sangeetha Kalanidhi Umayalpuram Swaminathan Iyer (guru to the legendary Semmangudi Srinivasa Iyer).  Her guru, Sri Jayaraman, was an authority on Thyagaraja and Dikshitar kritis.  
Smt. Kamala is an accomplished veena artiste.  Remarkably, she is self-taught on the veena, inspired by the styles of S. Balachander and K.S. Narayanaswamy.  She attributes her strong background in vocal music as the basis for her 'gayaka' veena style, emphasizing 'gamakams' and 'bhavam'. 
Smt. Kamala has also received advanced musical training from Sangeetha Kalanidhi Smt. D.K. Pattammal and Sangeetha Kalanidhi Sri. K.P. Sivanandam.
She has lived in the US for over 30 years and is a respected music teacher in New Jersey.  She is the primary guru for her children (Swaminathan and Raji).
Dr. Amrutha Viswanath is a physician by profession, and a musician by hobby. She learnt Carnatic music on the veena under Srimathi Kamala Natarajan, a distinguished traditional veena player in New Jersey , and has had some advanced training from flute maestro Shashank. She has given some solo performances as well as played for many dance performances in the tri-state area. She is passionate about music, and teaches veena when time permits. 
Please note, 

1. Registration time will be at 1:30PM.The order of presentations will be on first-come basis. 

2. Respond by December 8th, 2006 via email to USrini@consumer.org including, name, address, phone number and the song. 

3. Please respect the theme and restrict your presentations to Divyaprabandams or Andal Tiruppavais or Pasurams, and to a time limit of 5 minutes.

For information, please contact: Ramaa:  (914) 245 – 7551 Usha: (914) 739 - 5513 

