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For the Month Of
THAI MAATHAM (JANUARY 2009)

Kindly forward your replies to
BOX NUMBERS to the following address

.I

the full span of your life, in wedded bliss. Never
be separated from each other. May you always
live joyously in your home with your children
and grand children."  (4tharva Veda 14.1.22)

[BOX NO. WILL BE KEPT OPEN FOR TWO MONTHSONLY]

To BOXNO;....cooeevivierienn,

Cclo SRIRANGANATHA PADUKA,
21, Sir Desikachari Road, Mylapore,
Chennai 600 004.

( BRIDEWANTED )

e ——————

VADAKALAI KOUSIKAM ROHINI JULY 1983 6' B.E.
HANDSOME INFOSIS CHENNAI SEEKS VADAKALAI GOOD
LOOKING SUITABLE QUALIFIED EMPLOYED/UN-
EMPLOYED DOMESTICALLY TRAINED BRIDE CONTACT:
SRI.PVIJAYARAGHAVAN $ RADHA (SPIC) ,B-107, SPIC
NAGAR, TUTICORIN —628 005, PH: 0461-2355345, 9791078753,
9952983977, Email: p_v_ragavan@yahoo.com

VADAKALAI SRIVATSAM POORAM (I) PADAM 37/177/20000/
- PLUSM.A. D.E.C.E,, ENGINEER PRIVATE CHENNAI SEEKS
BRAHMIN GIRL CONTACT: M SRINIVASAN, 4,
SATHYAMURTHY STREET, THIRUVALLUR - 602 001, PH:
27665263




VADAKALAI IYENGAR BHARATHWAJAM POOSAM
FEB'72, DECE/DCA 165CM Rs.75000/- PM SEEKS
GOODLOOKING DIPLOMA/GRADUATE GIRL CONTACT:
98941-46046/044-26562046, S.R.CHARY, TF4, DBLOCK
GRANDEURAPTS., EB ROAD, MUGAPAIR EAST, CHENNAI-
600 037

VADAKALAI IYENGAR BHARATHWAJAM TIRUVONUM
BA(CORP)/DCA 1977/168CM DUBAI BANK 1LAC PM SEEKS
GOOD LOOKING EDUCATED GIRL CONTACT: 9894146046/
044-26562046, S RANGACHARI, TF4, D BLOCK GRANDEUR
APTS., EB ROAD, MUGAPAIR EAST CHENNAI-600 037

VADAKALAI BHARADWAJAM HASTHAM HEIGHT 511"
JAN 81 BE, MS (USA) EMPLOYED IN USA (BOSTON) H1B
HOLDER SEEKS BE EMPLOYED IN INDIA / USA BRIDE
CONTACT: 044-24332792, CELL: 9444610202, EMAIL:
kooramceena@hotmail.com

VADAKALAI SRIVATSAM MAKAM 28, 5.11 ENGINEER TECH
SOLUTION 3l INFOTECH MUMBAI B.COM, (MBA) 4.25
LAKHSPA SEEKSGRADUATE GIRL CONTACT: 044-22791920,
9444450560

VADAKALAI MADURANTAKAM KAUNDINYA KETTAI 57"
28 YEARS GRADUATE GNIIT JOURNALIST FINANCIALLY
WELL OFF SEEKS HOMELY FAIR GRADUATE GIRL
CONTACT: 24511450, 28445489

THENKALAI KOUSIGAM BS JAN 1973, 163.5CM TCS
CHENNAI UTHIRADAM-4 SEEKS GRADUATION OR
DIPLOMA GIRL KALAI NO BAR CONTACT: K.GOVINDAN,
2 NORTH CHITHIRAI STREET, SRIRANGAM, TRICHY - 6,
PH: 9840280057, 0431-2435201

VADAKALAI SRIVATSAM JULY 77 KRITHIGAI %, 167CM
FAIR WELL EMPLOYED MNC HYDERABAD ASST.
MANAGER RS.10 LACS PA CLEAN HABITS BCOM
MBA(MARK) MBA(HR) MCA (GNIIT) SEEKS
PROFESSIONALLY QUALIFIED BRIDE KALAI NO BAR PH:
040-27804617
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VADAKALAI BHARADWAJAM ROHINI-2 MARCH 1972
180CMS B.SC, MBA EMPLOYED ASST.CONSULTANT T.C.S
CHENNAI 9LACS PA SEEKS GRADUATE GOOD LOOKING
BRIDE CONTACT: RAGHAVAN PH: 044-2479050, CHENNAI

VADAKALAI KOUSIGAM POORATTATHI MAY 1973,
SOFTWARE CONSULTANT RS.35000/- PM LOOKING FOR
GRADUATE GIRL KALAI NO BAR CONTACT:
S.NARAYANAN NO.99, 4™ CROSS 15T LANE MANGALA
NAGAR, PORUR, CHENNAI 600 116, PH: 22520815, Email:
narayanaiyangar@gmail.com

VADAKALAI KOUSIKAM CHITHIRAI 1 PADAM JULY '82
6.2" V.FAIR C.A. SEEKS GOOD LOOKING HOME LOVING
WELL QUALIFIED PREFERABLY COMMERCE BASED GIRL
CONTACT: 9444046870, 9962046870/24 746870

THENKALAI KOUNDINYAM MAGAM(1) 25 (170) RS.25000/-
PM M.COM GOLD MEDALIST STANDARD CHARTERED
CHENNAI SEEKS GRADUATE FAIR EMPLOYED GIRL
CONTACT: VASUDEVAN, 27/23, SRI OPPILI APPAN ILLAM,
NEHRUJI NAGAR, WEST BANK. THANJAVUR -9, PH: 04362-
222318

VADAKALAI BHARADWAJAM REVATHY DEC’84 5.11
B.TECH (IITMS) M.TECH (IITMS) WORKING IN LONDON
SEEKS EMPLOYED/UNEMPLOYED GRADUATE GIRL
BELOW 22 TO 24 YEARS KALAI NO BAR CONTACT:
9884868858, 9791756959, 0431-2435712, EMAIL”
vsrangamani @gmail .com
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Srimathe Ranga RAmanuja MahAdesikAya Nama:
Srimathe SrinivAsa RAmanuja MahAdesikAya Nama:
Srimathe Vedanta RAmanuja MahAdesikAya Nama:

Srimathe RanganAtha MahAdesikAya Nama:
Srimathe SrinivAsa MahAdesikAya Nama:

HH Srimad Mysore Andavan - Centenary
celebrations

Srimath Mysore Andavan Sri SrinivAsa RAmanuja MahA
dEsikan adorned Acharya peetam as the 10th Andavan
Swami in Srirangam Srimad Andavan Asramam.

The SwAmMi One of the great scholars of the 20th
century with Vidwath in Sanskrit, Tamil, Kannada and
Hindi. Sri Hariharapuram Gopalacharya was born on
19.08.1909 (Soumya Varusham - Avani Madham
Uthira Palguni Nakshathram) to Sri Krishnamaachaarya
and Smt. Ranganaayakamma (Gowri festival day,
Sosale village, T. Narasipura Taluk on the banks of
Cauvery near Sangamam of Cauvery and Kapila rivers,
Mysore district) who belonged to an orthodox
SriVaishnavaite family which had a scholastic
background. Other members of the family included two
brothers and two sisters.

During his childhood, due to epidemic plague that
spread widely, swAmi’s father passed away, following
which, the family’s financial position was not sound.
He lived in Sosale village and studied in a higher primary
school there. Knowing the budding scholar in swAmi,
the scholars persuaded him to join Mysore Maharaja
Samskruta Paathashaala and continue his studies.
Accordingly, swAmi came to Mysore, joined the Sanskrit
college, completed his further studies in Saahitya and
Vyaakarana and became a Vidwan.

During the student days, he had to depend for his daily
sustenance on Sri Parakaala mutt, where the then
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Aacharya Sri Abhinava RanganAtha Parakaala MahA
dEsikan who adorned the peetam, noticed the brilliant
boy and provided him necessary facilities. By the grace
of Lord Hayagreeva, he also brought up his brothers
and helped them by giving good education and food
(padi) that he received at Sri Parakaala Mutt.

Having completed matriculation, Sanskrit (Vidwath
degree), Kannada Pandit and Hindi Pandit exams, he
attained proficiency in ‘Naalaayira Divyaprabhandam’
(Tiruvaymozhi), chanting of Vedas, literature and
grammar. He passed all higher examinations of
philosophy (Vedanta Shastra) and obtained Vidwat
Prashasti. In his 14th year, he had the blessings of
Srimath NammAndavan with Pancha Samskaaras. At
that juncture, he composed a beautiful collection of
134 poems (Srimad Aandavan Vaibhavam) and
visualizing the scholar in him, Srimad Aandavan blessed
the boy immensely and he came to be known as
Mysore Vidwan Gopu.

Sri Gopalacharya married Smt Jaya Lakshmi from
Talkad who belonged to a respectable family. They were
blessed with six daughters and two sons.

Srimath Mysore Andavan was famous amongst the
other scholars from Sosale. He worked hard towards
the improvement of the Sri Venugopal Swamy temple
at Sosale. He was an ardent devotee of Srimath
Aandavan, all through. He was a beloved disciple of
many great scholars and he successfully completed
the studies of and Upanishads and grantha chathushtya
Kaalakshepams under Srimath Akkur Andavan

In his efforts to invite Srimath Aakoor Andavan to
Karnataka, his journey on cycle to Chamarajanagar,
Sathymangalam, Erode and Srirangam to arrange for
the stay of Andavan was commendable. With all these
devotional services to Sri Aacharya he obtained the




blessings of Srimath Aakoor Aandavan. Sri
Gopalacharya served in a high school at Sakleshpura
(Karnataka) and thereafter he came to Mysore and
served as Sanskrit teacher in Mahajana high school
(1945 to 1975).

Srimath Thembarai Andavan became weaker as the
days passed by and gave upadesam on “Preksha
Manthram” and “Mokshasrama Ahnika Anushtanam”
to three Vidhwans of the Asramam - U Ve Sri Kannan
Swami (who later became Thirukkudanthai Andavan),
U Ve Sri Mysore Gopalacharya and Mannargudi
Ganapati U Ve Sri Narasimhacharya to be ready to
take up sanyasam any time.

When the health condition of HH Srimad Thenbirai
Andavan deteriorated, Vidwan Sri Gopalacharya
Swamy was the alternate candidate to become ninth
peetathipathi to succeed HH Srimad Thenbirai Andavan
in April 1963. Sri Kannan swAmi entered
Thuriyasramam on 5th of April 1963 as 9th
peetathipathi with the name Srimath Vedhantha
Ramanuja Maha Desikan.

Sri Chitrakoodam Vijayaraghavachariar was the
Srikaryam till late 60s. Then, Sri Mysore Gopalacharya
became Srikaryam of the Srimad Andavan Asramam
and continued for almost 2 decades. As Srikaryam of
Srimath Andavan Asramam, He travelled all along with
the then pontiff H.H.Thirukkudanthai Aandavan and
undertook paadayatra all over India and specially
Badrikasramam. He was respected for his devotion,
dedication, commitment to SriVaishnavism (Sri
Ramanuja Darsanam) and his wide scholarship in all
Saastras. He was a good swimmer too.

Scholarly works:

Srimath Andavan has contributed many works of
scholarly nature. They include;
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1. Ramanuja Noothandadi (1959) a translatory work
(with commentary in Kannada) from Tamil to Kannada.

2. Sri Ramanuja Panchashat in Sanskrit

3. A complete translation of ‘Sri Paadukaasahasram’
with scholarly commentary in Kannada (1968). This
work of 465 pages was published at Sri Parakaala Mutt

Mysore.

4. A translation of ‘Desika Prabandhams’ from Tamil
to Sanskrit and commentary in Kannada.

5. Srimad Aacharya Parampara Prabhavam in Sanskrit.
6. Shaattumurai Kramam and Aacharya Thanian

7. A beautiful work about Vishnusahasranama

8. Sragdharaa Shatakam in Sanskrit

9. Sri Rahasyatraya Saara Sangraha of Vedanta Desika
in poetry (Sanskrit version)

10. Sri Mahalakshmi Stuti, a fine Sthothram about
Goddess Lakshmi of 108 Divyadesams (at the time
when Sri Thirukkudanthai Andavan was ill and
bedridden)

11. A commentary to ‘Tiruvaymozhi’, following the lines
of Poorvacharyas commentary.

12. Translated works of Sri Vedanta Desika to Kannada.

SwAmMi was an Aashu Kavi of a very high caliber, and
used to compose Padabandhams spontaneously.
SwAmi has also written numerous articles about Sri
Ramanuja philosophy. Following his contribution to
Sanskrit literature, SwAmi was recognized as an
outstanding scholar both by state and center, and was
given an honorarium (President’s Gold Medal).




When Srimad Thirukkudanthai Andavan’s health was
very much affected, HH gave sanyasam to Vidwan
Mysore Gopalacharya on 11.04.1988 (PRABHAVA
VARUSHAM-PANGUNI MADHAM - Sravana
Nakshathram). HH became the chosen successor of
HH Srimad Thirukkudanthai Andavan and 10th
peetathipathi of Srirangam Srimad Andavan Ashram
at the age of 79 years. Since then he was popularly
called as HH Srimad Mysore Andavan.

The health of HH Srimad Mysore Andavan was also
badly affected in 1988/89 by repeated debilitating
strokes of cerebral thrombosis .Even then, HH
remembered and recited fluently the verses that He
composed more than six decades earlier. The Padukas
Saw to it that HH Srimad Mysore Andavan’s mental
faculties and speech were not affected (excepting for
a minor loss of recent memories!). When not
bedridden, HH could move about freely and perform
Perumal and Paduka Aradhanams daily and recite the
Seva Kalams fluently (when the senior Acharya Srimad
Thirukkudanthai Andavan was too much indisposed to
do so.) HH Srimad Mysore Andavan’s Kalyana Gunas
were many. Indeed a rare combination of Gnanam
Santham, Virakthi, Vairakyam and Anakam (Blemishless
or Faultless) and above all an unshakeable Acharya
Bhakthi that had to be seen to be believed.

Both HH Srimad Thirukkudanthai Andavan and HH
Srimad Mysore Andavan were together for a period of
exactly one year. HH Srimad Thirukkudanthai Andavan
adorned the Thirunadu on 10-04-1989.Within 42 days
HH Srimad Mysore Andavan also attained
Paramapadam at Srirangam Periashramam - Dwidhiyai
on 22 -05-1989 ( at 3:10 AM on a Monday, Sukla
Varusham - Vaikasi Masam - Krishna Paksham thithi)
thus becoming an illustrious ardent devotee of Sri
Ramanuja. Words cannot explain the saintly nature of
Srimath Mysore Andavan, but it could only be felt by
the disciples who loved and adored him with devotion.
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HH Srimad Srimushnam Andavan has planned to
celebrate the centenary of this great Savant {& His
Predecessor in the Peetam of the Asramam} at our
Jaya Nagar Asramam in Bangalore from 18-08-2009
to 22-08-2009. Veda Divya Prabandha & Grantha
Parayanams will be held from the 18th August onwards.

This is a preliminary announcement. Details of the
arrangements will be posted in the Paduka & also at
our Jaya Nagar & Sripuram Asramams. Sevarthis are
requested to participate in large numbers and conduct
the celebrations in @ manner befitting the great Acharya.

By Order of HH Srimad Andavan
Daasan RR




Srimathe Ranga RAmanuja MahAdesikAya Nama:
Srimathe SrinivAsa RAmanuja MahAdesikAya Nama:
Srimathe Vedanta RAmanuja MahAdesikAya Nama:

Srimathe RanganAtha MahAdesikAya Nama:

Srimathe SrinivAsa MahAdesikAya Nama:
Random thoughts - continued
PRAPATTHI OR SARANAGATHI - Contd

Errata — Page 142 of the December 2008 issue carries
an error typical of adiyen’s brilliance — HH's Sapthathi
was celebrated in 2005 - the Souvenir is also of 2005
{& not 1995 as printed therein} - the error is deeply
regretted.

Frequently asked questions
WHY DO WE NEED TO SURRENDER?

All religions, not just SriVaishnavism, propagate that
the goal in life is to end this endless cycle of births &
deaths and reach their respective Gods;

We are born again & again in different forms of life,
whether it is a cycle of 21 births or a cycle of 210 is
also not known to us ordinary mortals. This cycle of
births & deaths is the result of our Karmas, more &
more sins are committed in each innings, we get
immersed deeper into a mix of Sanchita & Prarabdha
Karmas, to experience the Palan of all the accumulated
Karmas will make the JIVAtmA be born again & again.

Do we want to break this never ending cycle of births
& deaths? Or do we want to continue with this
“Punarapi Jananam Punarapi Maranam Punarapi Janane
Jatare Sayanam”? Are there any unfulfilled ‘pleasures’
or ‘acts of enjoyment’ left out to seek another birth?
Do we know what these are so that one can think of a
next birth?

Only Sriman Narayana knows as to how many lives
that a JIVAtmA goes through. Only Sriman Narayana,
the Supreme God, can break this never ending chain
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cycle of births & deaths and Only Sriman Narayana,
the Supreme God & grant you a place in Moksha
Samrajyam at His Lotus Feet,

But we need to surrender — unconditionally at His Lotus
Feet — as we saw in the last chapter.

JEEVATMAAS & PARAMAATMAA

Sriman NArAyaNA is the creator; He supports & controls
all jIvAtmAs who exist purely for His enjoyment. The
basic purpose (svaroopam) of a jIvVAtmA is to perform
kainkaryam to Sriman NArAyaNA for His pleasure.
Performance of other activities does not conform to
its nature.

Baddha jIvAtmAs are like fish out of water, suffering in
the material world by not living according to their actual
nature. Only in Sri Vaikuntam can a jIvAtmA perfectly
act according to its nature (svaroopam) without any
interruption. Realizing this great truth by the mercy of
a sadAchAryA, a baddha jIvAtmA becomes highly
desirous of obtaining Moksham and thereby reach Sri
Vaikuntam, the spiritual world beyond this material
world, and perform uninterrupted Bhagavad
anubhavam and kainkaryam to the Divya Dhampathi,
with great bliss.

This is just like the ardent desire of a fish which is out
of water (not according to its nature), to get into the
water (in accordance with its nature). Such highly
glorifiable baddha jIvAtmAs are called as mumukshus,
whose only goal is the attainment of Moksham. The
mumukshu thus needs to know about the means
(upAyA) to fulfil his desire.

Bhakti and Prapatthi are two main means (sAdhya
upAyAs) by which the baddha jIvAtmAs can attain
Moksham, while the Divya Dampati are the Siddha
upAyam. NArAyaNA Himself, in Ahirbudhnya samhitA
cateorlcall declares
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“BhaktyA paramayA VA-pi prapattyA vA mahAmathe
prApyoham na anyathA prApyO mama kainkarya
lipsubhihi”

Our article will be confined to Prapatthi Marga - not
that Bhakthi Marga is irrelevant but Bhakthi Marga is a
great ocean, there are so many parts to it, even if
anyone minor or major part of the route of Bhakthi
Marga is missing, then the whole process becomes
infructuous. So, we will confine ourselves in this article
to Prapatthi performed through an Acharyan!!

WHO CAN & WILL GIVE US MOKSHAM?

Sriman Narayana {Sri Maha Vishnu} and only Sriman
Narayana can grant us a place in Moksha Samrajyam
- no other God or DevatAs or person can & will give
us Moksham - this is the most fundamental rule!!

That is why our Acharya SArvabhouma, Sri Nigamantha
Desikan says in Amruthaswaathini:

NinnaruLaam gathi anRi maRRonRIllEN
nedung kaalam pizhai seytha nilai kazhinthEn
unnaruLukku inithaana nilaiyuganthEn

un saraNE saraNennum thuNivu pooNdEn
manniruLaay ninRa nilaiyenakkuth theerththu
vaanavartham vaazhchcithara variththEnunnai
innaruLaal iniyenakkOr baramERRaamal
en_thiru maaladaik kalangoLennai neeyE.

“I have no other refuge other than Your grace,
I have abandoned my ageless erroneous ways,
I have submitted to the pleasure of your grace,
I have determined that the only worthwhile surrender
is to surrender at your Lotus Feet so that You can put
an end to my perennial darkness & deliver the life of
eternal angels with your beautiful grace, release me
from further burden of karmas through the never end-
ing cycle of births & death and give me salvation by
accepting my surrender Oh Sriman Narayana!
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WHO ISSRIMAN NARAYANA —-JUST A FEW SAMPLES!

Sriman Narayana is the Parama Purushan; Sriman
Narayana is the Jagath Srushti Karana Kartha, Sriman
Narayana is the repository of all Kalyana Gunas, Sriman
Narayana is The Blemishless One in spite of being in
contact all Jeevaraasis,

Sriman Narayana is the Antaryami of all creations
including Rudra & Brahma, Sriman Narayana is the base
and foundation of all His creations, Sriman Narayana
is taller than the tallest,

Sriman Narayana is indestructible, Sriman Narayana is
the Soul or Aatmaa of all His SeshAs {Seshans} whose
sins He washes off, Sriman Narayana is the Ultimate
Yajamaana of all Yajamaanas,

Sriman Narayana is the Sarva Mangala & Nithya
Mangala Swaroopan, Sriman Narayana never lets down
those seek His Grace & help, Sriman Narayana is the
Life & Soul of all worshipful & invaluable beings,

Sriman Narayana {in Trivikramavatara} measured
entire universes in Two Steps & Greatest of great
Gnanis always feel & enjoy Sriman Narayana’'s
Paramapadam - Rg Veda - Ashtakam 1-2-7:

Rg Veda - Ashtakam 2-2-24 & 5-6-24:

The divine nectar from Sriman Narayana’'s
Paramapadam flows like a torrential flood,

Paramapadam - the abode of Sriman Narayana {the
most prayed about Lord} remains the greatest and
highly reputed

Sriman Narayana is the natural owner of the souls of
all living beings, Ordinary mortals know of only two
steps of Sriman Narayana, no one ever knew or will
ever know the spread of His third step in
Trivikramavatara, Only Sriman Narayana will know
where the third step went!!
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Sriman Narayana carries alone the weight of the
Bhoolokam & Devalokam,

Sriman Narayana - all those born till now & will be
born in future will never know the extent of His Kalyana
Gunas or Prowess,

Fellow mortals - please perform Sriman Narayana's
Naama Sankeerthanam always,

Sriman Narayana the greatest of the great — permit
us to develop Atma Gnanam or Bhakthi towards You,

Fellow mortals offer prayers to Sriman Narayana the
Anaadhi Siddhan to the best of your knowledge,

We, the youngest of the young, offer Sankeerthanams
to the most ancient of the ancient Sriman Narayana
living in the yonder away from this Prakrithi Mandalam,

Sriman Narayana the greatest - Bless us with good
knowledge about you, Sriman Narayana can only Bless
us with Moksha,

Yajur Veda - Purusha Sooktham - Sriman Narayana
with 1000 heads & 1000 feet pervades everywhere in
all universes, Sriman Narayana is the living essence of
all souls & all objects {living & inanimate} of all times,
Sriman Narayana is the Mokshaadikaari, Sridevi &
Bhoomadevi are His divine Consorts,

Taittriya Upanishad, Narayanopanishad, Mahopanishad
- Narayanavalli - Sriman Narayana is the Para
Brahmam, Sriman Narayana is the Paramaatmaa,
Sriman Narayana is the Para Tatvam & Sriman Narayana
is the Param Jyothi,

Sriman Narayana is all pervasive inside & outside of all
objects which are seen, heard & felt,

Sriman Narayana measures this earth {Bhoolokam},
Sriman Narayana carries it in his horns in Sri Varaaha
Avataaram,




Sriman Narayana has 1000 heads, is the be all & know
all of all universes,

Lord Brahma came from Sriman Narayana & Sri Rudra
came from Lord Brahma, In the beginning, Sriman
Narayana created Lord Brahma & from the face of
Lord Brahma was created the Mukkannan {Lord Shiva
or Rudra},

Sriman Narayana is the Leader {or Lord} of all including
Himself, Sriman Narayana is the Achyuthan who
doesn’t give up those who surrender to Him, Sriman
Narayana is the Hari who protects everything &
everyone,

Sriman Narayana is Blemishless/ Sinless & Sriman
Narayana is the Antaryami {of all creations} who
resides in Paramapadam.

Katopanishad & Prasnopanishad - Those attaining
Moksha reach Sriman Narayana's Tiruvadi in
Paramapadam, There is nothing superior to
Purushothaman, Sriman Narayana is the Supreme
PrapyaM & Prapakan, Sriman Narayana carries this
Bhoolokam in His body,

Greatness of Prapatti (Surrender)

The Lord is so compassionate and has taken a vow to
save all of us if only we surrender to him uncondition-
ally, completely, and take refuge at His Most Beautiful
Lotus feet.

He assures and promises that those who surrender at
His Feet and Him alone will NEVER be deserted by Him;
What He speaks is Truth because Sri Rama never talks
twice; He is a Satya vrathan, He is Druda vrathan.

He will never leave us once we surrender to Him &
Him alone with complete faith in Him
(mahAvishwasam). That is performing Prapatti.
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Prapatti is only an act of surrender. Once, we have
surrendered to Him once, there is no need to do it
again. He will DEFINITELY GRANT US MOKSHAM.
The question is: what happens to the karmas and
paapams knowingly and unknowingly being commit-
ted after performing Prapatti ? (Whatever sins and
karmas committed during all our previous births be-
fore performing Prapatti are all removed by Lord
KrishNA as promised and assured by Him). If due to
lots of circumstances, we perform paapams (which
we will definitely), they all will also be removed by the
Lord for the prapatti which we had done before. If at
all we have committed any sins KNOWINGLY, we are
supposed to do Praayaschittam; Emperumaan ac-
cepts that.

But, if someone (a vidhaNdAvadhi), argues that what
happens if someone performs Prapatti, and commit
sins knowingly afterwards, will he still attain
mOksham? Emperumaan is, no doubt, compassion-
ate; But He is the Most Shrewdest maayavan
KaNNan. He can understand all our ill-intentions crys-
tal clear. If someone does any sins knowingly af-
ter performing Prapatti, and does Not do any
Praayaschittam, He punishes them, in this birth itself
(by making him disabled, or blind or lose his children,
etc., etc., )and STILL grants him the fruit of mOksham
for performing Prapatti (unconditionally and com-
pletely). VaalL koNdu veesinaap pOIE- As if someone
is just raising the sword to cut our neck and kill us, but
not actually Killing us- That is the sort of punishment
one gets.

But Please remember: All that we need is MAhA
Viswaasam- the Complete Faith in Him; unflinching faith
in Him; Prapatti is only the means for getting His grace.
He is the One who grants us mOksham. Have faith
in Him; Then, simply forget about all other births and
deaths He is sure to save us!

J/m.)‘)‘




HOW DO WE SURRENDER?

There are different ways; Karma Yogam, Gnaana
Yogam, Bhakthi Yogam & Prapatthi; all these are
beyond our reach and capacity -

Prapatthi Margam through an Acharya is the best
method for us, ordinary mortals,

TWO BASIC CONDITIONS

Avoid Devthantharam: we accept that Sriman
Narayana is the only GOD and offer our obeisance
only to Him & to no one else - we respect other
Devathaas but total and unconditional obeisance to
One God!!

Bhagavatha Apachaaram - Sriman Narayana may
accept Apacharams unto Himself & excuse us direct
or due to the Lokamaata’s intervention & Daya; But
He will not tolerate Apacharams unto Bhagavathas,
even the Lokamaata’s Purushakaarams
{recommendations} or Her own independent
immeasurable prowess will not help us or save us if
we offend the Bhagavathas.

In Raamavatara, Manuthkku Iniaan was the natural
form of Sriman Narayana but he became “Sinathinal
Thennilangaik Komaanai Chetravan’ because Ravana
committed Apacharam unto Sri Rama Bhaktha
Hanuman!!

MODERN OBJECTIONS HEARD OVER THE YEARS!

I am a professional, I travel & eat out, I don't sport a
shikai, I am not mature enough, I am not orthodox, I
will wait till I complete my quota of sins {paapams},
my parents have not done Prapatthi, My wife/husband
has not performed Prapatthi, I don’t have the proper
Niyamam - adiyen has heard a series of such & similar
refusals over the years!

There maybe different types of Sishyas - i) some
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believe sincerely that the ‘disqualifications’ act as a
hurdle in performing Prapatthi, ii) some are not inclined
but are also not opposed to the concept of Prapatthi
& need to be educated or.

ALL THESE ARE TOTALLY IRRELEVANT - THESE DO NOT
DISQUALIFY ANYONE FROM PERFORMING PRAPATTHI.

Adiyen’s submissions — 18 points listed under “Acharyas
Benedictions on Prapatthi” - should & will show that
these ‘disqualifications’ act as the main qualifications
for performing Prapatthi!!

The most critical issue is total surrender; as a
SriVaishnavaite you must do that & Sriman Narayana
will excuse all these ‘faults’ recited above!

Our most benevolent Acharya, Srimad Andavan with
supreme wisdom, has ignored all these “faults” & has
performed Prapatthi for hundreds of 1000's of
Sevarthis over the years.

What more explanation do you need? Do you need to
go through the endless cycle of births & deaths
{Punarapi Jananam Punarapi Maranam}? Our Acharya/
s are Supreme beings, they know what to do to uplift
your souls, better leave these things to their sense of
what is good for their sishyas!!

Should we not make use of this easiest method of
attaining Mukthi through the benevolence of our
revered Acharyas who will send our souls on a one
way journey to Sri Vaikuntam? The choice is yours!!

Adiyen has to draw a line here — we can keep writing
on & on about the Supreme Lord and we can never
end this narration - a few samples are submitted for
the Sevarthis to realise that this is the Omnipotent,
the Omniscient, All Pervading Lord of the Universe that
can grant us all a place in the Moksha Samrajyam in
answer to appeal via Prapatthi.




IN CONCLUSION

Either have Maha Visvaasam, perform Prapatthi and
accept His Blessings - a place in Moksham OR

Engage in ‘brilliant’ debates, questions & answers as
to if & how Moksham will come with a 5 minute
process, which is better - Bhakthi Yogam, Gnaana
Yogam or Karma Yogam? And waste this wonderful
opportunity to reach the Lotus Feet of Sriman
Narayana.

The choice is yours!!
Daasan RR
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Srimate SrivanSatakopa Sri Vedanta Desika Yatindra
Mahadesikaya nama:

Sreemaan

I received an invitation addressed to “Sriman
U.Ve.Sadagopa Iyengar Swamy”, soliciting my
presence at some function or the other. I felt
immediately that those who knew me well could take
strong objection to at least three of the honorifics in
the address— “Sriman”, “U.Ve.” and “Swamy”. Neither
am I a Ubhaya Vedanta Vidwan, nor a Sriman nor even
a Swamy, in the strict sense of the terms. I know
people are generous in using such terminology, but all
the same they appear incongruous when applied to
people like me. It reminded me of a Tamizh newsreader
of All India Radio, who used to refer to even foreign
dignitaries with the honorific Srimaan—Srimaan Nixon,
Sreeman Chou-en-lai etc. Doesn’t it really sound
strange? Thinking of such things led me to muse on
the real purport of the word Srimaan and the contexts
in which the same has been employed in various bodies
of scripture.

In its broadest sense, the term Srimaan indicates one
with Sri, just as Kirtimaan denotes someone with fame
and Shaktimaan refers to one with an abundance of
strength.

In its real sense, Sri indicates Mahalakshmi and
consequently, Srimaan refers to the proud possessor
of Mahalakshmi. And who else can this be but
Emperuman Narayanan?

And the suffix “maan” in the word Srimaan is known in
Sanskrit as the Matup pratyayam and indicates
inseparability (Nitya Yogam). Thus, the composite term
Srimaan denotes Narayana, to whom the Divine
Consort Sri is inseparably attached.




It is interesting to note that the tirunaamam "“Sri”,
applied to the Divine Consort, has no less than 6
profound purports:

Shrinaati nikhilaan doshaan, shreenaati cha gunai: jagat

Shreeyate cha akhilai: nityam, shrayate cha tata:

param

Shrayanteem shreeyamaanaam cha shrinanteem
shrinvateem api

(Ahirbudhnya Samhita)

1. Shrinaati nikhilaan doshaan— Sri Mahalakshmi

rids us of our deep-seated ignorance, which is
the real reason for our wallowing in this
Samsaara. She removes all the hurdles blocking
the way of those who surrender, including the
baggage of karma accumulated over countless
births. Azhwar indicates this as Veri maaraada
poo mel iruppaal vinai teerkkume.

. Shreenaati cha gunai: jagat Not only does the

Divine Consort banish the gloom of ignorance:
She, out of Her infinite mercy, endows us with
blemishless wisdom and other auspicious
attributes, which eventually lead us to ceaseless
service to the Divine Duo.

. Shreeyate cha akhilai: nityam She is attained/

resorted to by all jeevaatmaas desirous of
liberation, as the Supreme Mediatrix or
Purushakaaram. It is in Her role as the
Purushakaaram that Sri Mahalakshmi intercedes
with the Lord on our behalf, reminding Him of
the inalienable relationship of Master and slaves
subsisting between Him and ourselves,
converting His displeasure with us, (caused by
our incessant and interminable sins) into pity
for our helpless state and jogging the infinite
mercy of the Lord which always lurks just behind
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the surface, so that He forgives even the
grossest of our sins and bestows on us the
ultimate reward of Moksham.

. Shrayate— The Divine Mother resorts to the Lord
constantly, to ensure the emancipation of all
those who come to Her. She doesn’t hesitate
to employ Her feminine charms and wiles, in
order to make Emperuman turn a blind eye to
our peccadilloes. Through Her infinite beauty, She
winds the Lord around Her little finger, to ensure
that He doesn’t take cognizance of our
misdemeanours—Alli malar magal bhoga
mayakkugal aagiyum nirkkum Ammaan.

. Shrunoti— Just as the mother listens to the

prattling of her children patiently and with great
interest, the Jagan Maataa too is all ears for the
numerous applications of Her progeny, listening
with especial care to our pitiful words of
helplessness and supplication. She never turns
a deaf ear to any one’s cry for help, however
undeserving be the applicant.

. Shraavayati She makes the Lord listen to our
prayers, telling Him in the most persuasive of
words that there is none in the world who has
not sinned and that He should not forsake or
punish His own children, simply because they
have erred. In interceding with Him on our behalf,
She awaits the opportune moment for conveying
our entreaties, pleading with Him to forgive our
follies and to reckon only our minimal good
deeds. When we, as children, with a none-too-
good progress report from school, quaked in
fear of our father for the sure punishment that
would follow, it was our mother, who apprised
him of the bad news at an opportune moment
when he was in a good mood and made him let
us off with a mere warmng for better




performance next time. Similar is the
intervention of the Divine Mother, on our behalf.

The tirunaamam Sri is thus extremely profound in
purport, so much so that Sri Alavandar says, “All Your
glory is summarized in the single word Sri. When You
have this as your great name, what more can we say
in your praise!” —Sree: iti eva cha naama te Bhagavati!
Brooma: katham tvaam vayam? Sri Ramanuja too
calls the Divine Mother Bhagavati, indicating that She
possesses all the innumerable auspicious attributes
that qualify the Lord for the name Bhagavaan.

Having seen the purport of the term”Sri””, we find that
the suffix maan (in the word Srimaan) too is of great
significance. It indicates the eternal and inalienable
connection subsisting between the Lord and His
Consort. This connection is such that whatever be His
state, Emperuman never parts with Her even for a
second. For instance, even during the Vaamana
avataaram, when it would have been inappropriate for
the Lord to have been accompanied by His Consort
(having assumed the form of a brahmachaari), He did
sport Sri Mahalakshmi on His chest, but hid Her from
the view of others with the aid of a strip of deer skin
worn around His shoulders—krishnaajinena samvrinvan
vadhoom vaksha: stthalaalayaam. Not only does the
Lord not part with His beloved, She too has sworn not
to be apart from Him even for a microsecond—
akalakillen irayum endru Alarmel Mangai urai maarbal.
Describing the inseparability of the Lord from His
Consort, the Vishnu Puraanam says Nitya eva eshaa
Jagan Maata Vishno: Sri: anapaayinee. Anyone who
tries to separate the Divine Duo and worship the Lord
to the exclusion of His beloved Mahalakshmi, or
adulates only Her, ignoring Emperuman, is destined to
the fate of Shoorpanakha and Ravana, who tried these
unsuccessfully, says Sri Periavaacchaan Pillai—
icchertthiyai piriya kandaar undaakil, Raavananum
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Shoorpanakhayum pattadu paduvaarkal. (Incidentally,
elders decry the practice of some Srivaishnavas
wearing only Srichoornam on their foreheads, quoting
the aforesaid dictum)

And what purpose does it serve for us to know the
inalienable connection between the Lord and His
Consort? It enables us to seek the Lord’s protection
without any misgivings as to His supremacy and the
possibility of His awarding commensurate punishment
for our sins. It assures us that the Divine Mother would
definitely intercede with Him on our behalf and ensure
that we are forgiven our accumulated baggage of sins
and acquire eligibility for eternal bliss in the company
of the celestials and of Sriman Narayana.

While we learn all the aforesaid from Srimad
Rahasyatrasaaram of Swami Desikan, Sri Paraasara
Bhattar has his own unique definition for the
tirunaamam Srimaan. The Acharya avers that Srimaan
refers solely to Sri Nrisimha. Interpreting the term Sri
to mean immeasurable beauty, loveliness and other
similar qualities, Sri Bhattar tells us that Sri Nrisimha’s
man-lion torso was so perfect that those who
witnessed it would feel an aversion to seeing a simple
man or a simple lion. The unique combination of man
and beast was so enchanting and glorious that the
component forms of whole man or whole lion would
singly have been indeed unappealing. In saying this, Sri
Bhattar is obviously guided by Sri Nammazhwar’s delight
with this avataaram and his singling out Sri Nrisimha
for rhapsodizing over His beauty—Azhagiyaan taane,
ari uruvan taane. When Sreemaan occurs for a second
time in the Sahasranaama Stotram, Bhattar interprets
the same conventionally as the Lord who is inseparably
associated with Sri Mahalakshmi. The name is
considered so significant that it occurs thrice in the
Sahasranaama Stotram.




It is interesting to note that Sri Valmiki too delights in
calling Rama Srimaan. He is so enamoured of this
epithet that within the space of ten slokas, he employs
it twice to describe his hero—Buddhimaan neetimaan
vaagmee Srimaan shatru nibarhana: and again,
Prajaapati sama: Srimaan Dhaataa ripu nishoodana:

There is a beautiful slokam from Hari Vamsam, which
many of us recite during Mantrapushpam—

Esha Narayana: Srimaan ksheeraarnava niketana:

Naaga paryankam utsrijyahyaagata: Mathuraam
pureem

The commentary of Sri Periavaacchaan Pillai for this
slokam is indeed beautiful and enjoyable. The Acharya
tells us that the word Srimaan is indicative of the Lord’s
unqualified eligibility for being paid obeisance to and
His extreme and eternal enjoyability—Srimaan engira
itthaale aashrayaneeyataiyum bhogyataiyum
tottrugiradu.

How does Sriman indicate that Emperuman is the only
one to be revered and resorted to? Because it sets
the Lord apart from other deities like Brahmaa and
Rudra and establishes Him as the Supreme
Parabrahmam. Only that deity which has Sri as its
Consort qualifies for definition as the Ultimate and it is
only Narayana who is credited with having Sri as His
inseparable better half—Hreescha te Lakshmeescha
patnou says the Purusha Suktam. Deities who lack
this Sri are not to be worshipped, according to Azhwar—
Tiru illaa devarai terelmin devu. Thus, it is Sri
Mahalakshmi who enables us to establish the identity
of the Paramaatma.

The suffix maan in the word Srimaan indicates the Lord’s
constant association and inseparability from His principal
Consort, just as fragrance cannot be separated from
a flower, says the Acharya, commenting further on
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the endless auspicious qualities that are seen as
accruing to Emperuman because of His association with
Sri. Sri Mahalakshmi is such a perfect depository of all
that is auspicious that She is even superior to
Emperuman—Isvaranilum kaal vaasi ettram udayaalaai
iruppaal orutthi. Sri Pillai further comments that the
Divine Consort is so enamoured of Her Lord and Master
that even the soft petals of the lotus prick Her like
thorns, compared to Her super-soft seat on
Emperuman’s glorious chest. Dwelling on the glory of
Sri, Koorattaazhwan tells us that the true measure of
Her glory is not known even to the Lord—Devi! Tvat
mahimaavadhi: na Harinaa naapi tvayaa gyaayate. It
is this Mahalakshmi who is the inalienable possession
of the Lord, making Him an extremely appropriate and
enjoyable entity for us to surrender to. She is the
Swaroopa Niroopaka Dharmam, the distinguishing
attribute, conferring upon the Lord His identity as the
Parabrahmam. And for getting to know Emperuman,
we have first to know Sri Mahalakshmi well— without
knowing and propitiating Her, it would be impossible
for us to get even a glimmering of what the Lord is
like. This is because She forms the principal attribute
of Emperuman, only by knowing whom the latter can
be known, says Sri Arulaala Perumal Emperumaanaar-

Aakaarinastu viggyaanam aakaara gnaana poorvakam

Tena aakaaram Sriyam gyaatvaa gyaatavyo
Bhagavaan Hari:

Another sloka from the Mahabhrata tells us another
reason for the Lord being a Srimaan is because He is
the Creator of all beings and objects—

Anaadi nidhanam Srimaan Hari: Naarayana: Prabhu:
Sa vai srijati bhootaani stthaavaraani charaani cha

This sloka implies that even at the time of universal
Creation, the Lord is accompanied and inspired by Sri
Mahalakshm| Sri Kooraattazhwan supports this view




by confirming that the Lord, in engaging in the creative
process, is prompted by the benign glances of His
Consort—Yasyaa: veekshya mukham tat ingita
paraadheena: vidhatte akhilam.

Coming back to Srimaan, it is this word (or its
derivative) that figures in both the sentences of the
esoteric and sacred formulation known as the Dvayam,
confirming that it is Narayana, accompanied by Sri,
who forms the goal to be attained and also the strategy
or upaayam therefor. The Mantra also tells us that all
kainkaryam has to be performed to Narayana, along
with His Divine Consort.

Such is the greatness of the word Srimaan. Shall we
see how exactly the dictionary, Amara Kosam, defines
Srimaan?

Lakshmeevaan Lakshmana: Sreela: snigdhastu
vatsala:

syaat dayaalu: kaarunika: kripaalu: soorata: samaa:

According to this sloka, Srimaan refers to one who
possesses Sri, to Lakshmana, and to one who is
merciful, compassionate and sympathetic. We can
observe that all these criteria fit the Lord and only the
Lord, thereby making Him the only one truly entitled
to be called Srimaan. We shall deal later with
Lakshmana.

However, the word Sri is also used to denote
excellence, perfection and auspiciousness in all forms,
with the result that Srimaan is used in several senses
other than denoting Emperuman.

For instance, Sri Valmiki uses the word in a host of
places to indicate entities other than Sri Rama.
Antariksha gata: Sriman says the poet of Vibhishana,
describing the Rakshasa’s sudden departure from
Ravana’s court, leaving behind his wife, progeny and
brothers, severing relationships of a lifetime, to
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surrender at the lotus feet of Sri Raghava, camping on
the beach of Tiruppullaani. We wonder—Vibhishana has
left behind all his riches, his pivotal position in the Lankan
kingdom and all his valuable possessions and is a mere
pauper, when he hangs around Sri Rama’s camp, with
his acceptance by Sri Rama and His associates a huge
question mark—how then can he be called Srimaan?

The answer is that Sri Vibhishana developed Svaroopa
Gnaanam, realizing that surrender at Sri Rama’s lotus
feet was the only option open to him, if he were to
save his soul. It was this wisdom about the self, the
Ultimate and the strategy for the former to reach the
latter, with which Vibhishana was endowed, that makes
the poet call him Srimaan. Later in the Yuddhakaandam,
Vibhishana is again described as Srimaan, along with
reasons therefor, viz., his being the personification of
Dharma and the greatest among Raakshasaas—

Dharmaatmaa rakshasaam shreshtta: sampraaptoyam
Vibhishana:

Lankaisvaryam dhruvam Srimaan ayam praapnoti akantakam

Similarly, Sri Lakshmana, who had accompanied Rama
to the jungle, leaving behind the pleasures of the palace,
all riches and comfort and his own newly-wedded wife,
having chosen a life of servitude to Rama, is called
Srimaan by Valmiki. This instance is somewhat special
because Sri Rama Himself calls Lakshmana Srimaan—

Anujastu esha me bhraataa seelavaan priya darsana:

Srimaan akrita daarascha Lakshmano naama veeryavaan

Here, Rama Himself mentions several auspicious
qualities of Lakshmana, which entitle him to the
sobriquet Sriman—handsomeness, virility, bravery and
innate goodness. Apart from all these, Lakshmana was
endowed with the greatest of all qualities, viz., an
unquenchable thirst for Kainkaryam, which is the
greatest wealth one can ever hope to attain. It is hence




no wonder that he is called Srimaan, by Rama Himself.
And it is definitely understandable for Kubera, the
possessor of untold riches, to be called Srimaan—

Tasyaam Vaisravano raajaa vichitra aabharana ambara:
stree sahasra aavrita: Srimaan aaste jwalita kundala:
(Sri Mahabharata)

Another interesting interpretation flowing from the
aforesaid sloka is that Kubera is Srimaan, because he
is surrounded by a thousand adoring females!

Prahlada and Mahabali too are addressed as Srimaan
in Srimad Bhaagavatam, despite being raakshasaas,
very obviously due to their redeeming qualities and
their having been blessed by the Lord in His Nrisimha
and Vaamana avataaraas—

Atha Kasyapa daayaadaan daiteyaan keertayaami te
Yatra bhaagavata: Srimaan Prahlaado Bali: eva cha

Thus, being Bhaagavataas or dedicated devotees of
the Lord, entitles Prahlada and Mahabali to be called
Sriman.

Among the Paandavaas, Arjuna is singled out for
description as Srimaan, being the greatest of archers
and being the closest to Sri Krishna—

Dharmaat Yudhishttiro jagye Maarutaat tu Vrikodara:
Indraat Dhananjaya: Srimaan sarva shastra bhritaam vara:

Even the month of Chitra is called Srimaan, because it was
the fortunate month fixed for the coronation of Sri Raghava?

Chaitra: Srimaan ayam maasa: punya: pushipita kaanana:
Youvaraajyasya Ramasya sarvam eva upakalpyataam

The beautiful Panchavati, where Rama, Sita and
Lakshmana spent many an enjoyable moment, is also
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described as Srimaan, due to its fertility and greenery-
Deso bahu mriga: Srimaan Panchavati iti abhi vishruta:

Another instance of an inanimate object qualifying for
the title Srimaan is the Choodaamani, which Sri Sita
sends to Sri Raghava through Hanuman and which jogs
all sorts of nostalgic and pleasant memories in Sri
Rama’s heart—Esha Choodaamani: Srimaan mayaa
te yatna rakshita:. The bridge across the waters to
Lanka, built by Nala, is also termed Srimaan, because
of its yeomen service to the cause of Sri Rama. Sri
Valmiki is so enamoured of the Setu that he calls it
Srimaan twice—

Sa Nalena krita: Setu: saagare makaraalaye
Susubhe subhga: Srimaan Swaatee patha iva ambare

Even the Malaya Parvatam is called Srimaan because
of its beautiful reddish peak, richness and greatness
among mountains—

Taamra varna: shiro Raajan! Srimaan Malaya parvata:

With all the richness associated with the word
“Srimaan”, it is no wonder that it is used to describe
the colossus of Ramanuja Sampradayam, Sri
Nigamaantha Mahaa Desikan. The popular tribute to
him (“"Tanian”) begins predictably with the term
Srimaan—

“Srimaan Venkata Naathaarya: Kavi taarkika kesaree
Vedaantaacharya varya: me sannidhattaam sadaa hridi”

However, in the case of Swami Desikan, the reasons
for the appellation need no elaboration, for he was the
personification of all auspicious attributes, the pinnacle
of perfection and endowed in abundant measure with
bhagavat anugraham.

After going through all the aforesaid, my daughter is
of the opinion that as even inanimate objects have
been addressed as Srlmaan there was nothlng wrong




in the epithet being applied to me. However, I still have
my own reservations, as even the objects referred to
above had bhagavat sambandham, unlike me.

Srimate Sri LakshmiNrisimha divya paadukaa sevaka
SrivanSatakopa Sri Narayana Yatindra
Mahadesikaya nama:

dasan, sadagopan
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