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Verb Classes

Thus far, we have been using the terms "weak verb" and "strong verb".
This has proved sufficient for using present tense and future tense. But it is
only half of the story.

Thamil verbs have been divided up into 7 verb classes. What is remarkable
about Thamil is that all verbs belong to 1 of the 7 verb classes. The verbs of
any particular class all follow the same pattern when it comes to making the
past, present, and future tenses. Only relatively few words are irregular. (We

have already come across 2 -- thand Ngh.) Some exceptions exist to the
general patterns of these verb classes, but such exceptions are minimal.

What we thought of as weak verbs is a generalization of Classes 1-4.
Strong verbs are from Classes 6 and 7. Class 5 contains irregulars. It will not
be discussed properly within the main lessons, but it can be found at Appendix
A. Since most of the verbs that belong to a class have common
characteristics, it will be helpful to memorize one verb from each class as a
reference for other verbs in that class.

Class  |General Pattern Example
1 1-syllable, short vowel, ends in —a, =S, =Y (see below)
1a |endsin —d nra
1b |endsin =S Ms
1¢ |endsin =Y nry
2 2 syllables, endsin —a, =U, -0, — , , — | Tsu
3 ends in —C (exception —L_, =W - see below) NgR
4 endsin —L, =W Nghl_
5 Irregular verbs ~
6 combination of Class 2 and Class 4 patterns nfhl—
7 endsin —M el
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Exceptions And Irregulars

The ultimate determiner to which class a verb belongs is not the verb root,
but the way it forms past and present/future tenses. (It will become clearer

after the next lesson on the Past Tense.) This explains why MO is a Class 1a

verb and NFU is a Class 2 verb.

Note that there are probably no more than 10 or so verbs in Class 5.
However, (even fewer) irregular verbs may appear in other classes. In
particular, remember that Th and Ngh are irregular verbs. However, This a

Class 2 verb, but Ngh fits into Class 3. Also, , U is a Class 7 verb.

Verbs - Past Tense

The following chart shows how to put verbs into the past tense, based on
their verb class.

From this lesson forward, an attempt will be made to include the verb class
number as a superscript to the verb root.

Class |Past Tense

1a addj + verb suffix

1b drop the —S, then add Z I+ verb suffix

1c drop the =Y, then add AW + verb suffix

2 add ej + verb suffix

3 add , d + verb suffix

4 drop the — C, double the last letter, and add the verb suffix
5 ~

6 add jj + verb suffix
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7 add ej + verb suffix

For future reference, we will need define the past tense stem as the part of

the past tense verb before the verb suffix. So for the verbsj L° and

fhjjﬂU7, the past tense stems would bej |j_] — and fhjijEj -.

Examples

" 4 eld nraNjd ="l did"

b. Mmtufs M= Ihufs = "They ruled"
c. ehgfs nrdNwhk = "we went"

2. e tsuejha="you grew"

3. mts Ngridhs ="she spoke"
4. eqfs Nghl Bufs ="vou put"
5. (see below)

6

7

.ehk nfhLJNjhk = "we gave"
.mJ elejJ ="It walked"

Examples Of Irregular Verbs

Verb Past Tense

ey?® edwhufs
Ty° twwhd
NFsS NFl Ihs

th? tejhufs
Jh jeNjd
nrhy? nrhdNdd
g=zZ3 g=Z ZNdhk
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Present Tense
ewfwhufs

twhfwhd
NFIfwhs
tUfwhufs
JUfNwd
nrhyfi\wd
g=Z ZfiNwhk

Future Tense
ewghufs
twghd
NFlghs
tUthufs
JUNEd
nrhiyNtd
gZ ZNthk
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Ngh? Nghdhu Nghfiwhu Nghtthu

Dative Case

The dative case is added to nouns to mean "to", "for", or "for the sake of".

Dative Case
o Ifthe word endsin — 5, =<, = I, or =M@, add - FF

o All other words add the suffix —C T

Again, remember that suffix rules for Thamil cases, as well as our basic set of
suffix rules, should be used in conjunction with the dative case suffix, if they

are applicable. In general, non-case-suffixes (—M, -ck, etc.) only follow

the basic set of suffix addition rules. Case suffixes (— | , -fF/- CfF, etc.)
are added by first using case suffix rules, if they apply, before using the basic

suffix rules.
Irregulars
Only a handful of words, which are all pronouns, add the dative case slightly
differently.
Word Dative Case
ehd vdfF
e cdfF
mJ mjwk
ehk ekfF
Examples

0 GQfS falfF Nghfuwufsh? = "Are you going to the store?"
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- Nkfyh cdfF rhgghl 1 I thgfidhs = "Mekalaa bought the

candy for you"

- ehd tl Lﬂ: NghNEd = "I will go home"
o KhL MwWTF NghprJ "A bull goes to the river"
kthUfS JdKk tFgGFF gbgghufs = "students read for

class daily'

- Foel _]fS GgfhTTF Nghthufhs = "Children will go to the park"
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