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PUBLICATIONS: DAVID S. CECELSKI

BOOKS

The Fire of Freedom: Abraham Galloway and the Slaves’ Civil War (Chapel Hill: 



University of North Carolina Press, forthcoming, fall 2012).
The Waterman's Song: Slavery and Freedom in Maritime North Carolina (Chapel Hill: 



University of North Carolina Press, 2001). 

A Historian's Coast: Adventures into the Tidewater Past (Winston-Salem, N.C.: John 



Blair, Publisher, 2000).

Co-editor (with Katherine Mellen Charron), Recollections of My Slavery Days, by 



William H. Singleton (Raleigh: North Carolina Department of Cultural 
Resources, Division of Archives and History, 1999). 

Co-editor (with Timothy B. Tyson), Democracy Betrayed: The Wilmington Race Riot of 



1898 and Its Legacy. (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1998).

Along Freedom Road: Hyde County, North Carolina and the Fate of Black Schools in the 
South (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1994).

SPECIAL SERIES

The Art of Making Oyster Fritters. An on-line journal of culinary history and folklore. 



Published weekly by the North Carolina Folk Life Institute (www.ncfolk.org), 



Durham, N.C., 2007-2011. See Appendix C below for a full listing of the 
columns.
"Listening to History," in the “Sunday Journal” section of The News and Observer 



(Raleigh, N.C.). A monthly column of oral history stories focusing mainly on 



Eastern North Carolina. Published monthly, 1998-2008. See Appendix A below 



for a full listing of the articles.

"A Historian's Coast." Coastwatch magazine (published by the University of North 



Carolina Sea Grant Program, North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC). A 



bi-monthly series of essays on the environmental history of coastal North 
Carolina, 1996- 2000. See Appendix B below for a full listing of the essays.

ARTICLES, ESSAYS AND MISCELLANEOUS WRITINGS

“The Constant, Haunting Music of the Geese,” North Carolina Literary Review # 20 
(summer 2011), 20-26.
“Travels with Kingfish: a Tribute to Bland Simpson,” Pembroke Review, forthcoming.
“Hugh MacRae at Invershiel” (co-written with Timothy B. Tyson), in “Worth 1,000

Words: Essays on the Photos of Hugh Morton,” A View to Hugh: Processing the

Hugh Morton Photographs and Films, Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Library, 30 May 2010.
“`Music All Over the Ocean’: Voices from the Menhaden Industry’s Last Days.”

Originally a lecture at the “Raising the Story of Menhaden Fishing” Conference, 27 February 2010, Harkers Island, NC. Published on-line by the Core Sound Waterfowl Museum and Heritage Center at www.coresound.com. 

“The Lighthouse’s Last Keeper.” Originally a lecture at the 150th Anniversary 

Celebration of the Cape Lookout Lighthouse, Core Sound Waterfowl Museum and Heritage Center, 19 Oct. 2009. Published on-line by the Core Sound Waterfowl Museum at www.coresound.com.

“After the Fire: Lessons from ‘African American Voices between Two Rivers,’” [on Jim 
Crow life in New Bern, N.C.] Carolina Comments [Raleigh: North Carolina
Division of Archives and History], 23-28.
“Love in the Archives: A Historian’s Journey through America’s Great Libraries,”

Journal for the Society of North Carolina Archivists, (Fall 2009).  
“Playing Croquet until Dark: Voices from Portsmouth Island,” North Carolina Folk Lore

Journal 55, # 2 (Fall/Winter 2008), 41-51. 

“In the Promise Land.” Personal essay. The News and Observer (Raleigh, N.C.), 14


September 2008, pp. 1D, 12D, 14D. 

 “The Life of the Late James Johnson: An American Slave Narrative from Oldham, 


England” (co-written with Alex Christopher Meekins) Carolina Comments 56, #2


 (July 2008), 108-113.  
 “Sonny Williamson and the Core Sound Sharpie.” Originally a lecture at the Core Sound


Workboat Symposium, Harkers Island, N.C., 1 March 2008, published on-line by


the Core Sound Waterfowl Museum and Heritage Center at www.coresound.com. 

“My Father’s Library,” North Carolina Literary Review 16, #1 (Spring 2007), 125-127.
“Abraham Galloway: Freedom Fighter,” The News & Observer (Raleigh, N.C.), February 


10, 2007, F1. 
 “Canals” (co-written with Bland Simpson), in William S. Powell, ed., Encyclopedia of 

North Carolina History (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2006), 167-168. 

“Love, Death and Sweet Potato Biscuits,” North Carolina Literary Review 15, 


#1 (spring 2006), 145-152.

“The Oyster Shucker’s Song,” in Cornbread Nation 3: The Best of Southern Food


Writing (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2005), 180-187.
“Reflections on Ulrich Mack’s Inselmenchen-Island People,” North Carolina Folk Life 


Journal vol. 51, #2 (Fall/Winter 2004), 22-34.

“The Last Daughter of Davis Ridge,” Sea History No. 98 (Autumn 2001), 14-18.

"`A Goodly Heritage’: William Henry Singleton's Rediscovered Slave Narrative" (co-

written with Katherine Mellen Charron), Independent Weekly (Durham, N.C.), March 22, 2000, 14-19.

"If You Could Hear What I Hear," Carolina Alumni Review 88, #4 (July/August 1999), 


32-38.

"Abraham H. Galloway: Wilmington's Lost Prophet and the Rise of Black Radicalism in 

the American South," pp. 43-72 in David S. Cecelski and Timothy B. Tyson, eds., Democracy Betrayed: The Wilmington Race Riot of 1898 and Its Legacy (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1998).

"Eddie McCoy's Struggle for Freedom," Carolina Comments 46, #2 (July 1998), 95-99.

"Oldest Living Confederate Chaplain Tells All? Or, James B. Avirett and the Rise and 


Fall of the Rich Lands," Southern Cultures 3, #4 (Winter 1997/98), 5-24. 

"The Wild Plums at Core Creek; or, In Praise of Slow Cooking," Carolina Comments 45,

#5 (September 1997), 121-129. Reprinted in a revised version in The News & Observer, November 23, 1997.

"Ordinary Sin," The Independent (Durham, N.C.), March 19, 1997, pp. 11-15. 

"The Extremists among Us" (co-written with Steven Niven), The Independent, March 19,



1997, p. 12.

"Burning Memories: finding long-buried records about the Ku Klux Klan in eastern 

Carolina makes it difficult to evade unwanted ghosts," Southern Exposure 24, #4 (Winter 1996), 19-24.

"A World of Fisher Folk," North Carolina Literary Review 2, #2 (Summer 1995), 183-


199.

"The Home Front's Dispossessed," Southern Exposure 23, #2 (Summer 1995), 37-41.

"Goshen's Land," Southern Exposure 23, #1 (Spring 1995), 3-4.

"Moses Grandy: A Slave Waterman's Life, 1786-1835," Tributaries [N.C. Maritime 


History Council] 4, #1 (October 1994), 7-13. 

"The Slaves We Buried: Three Lost Slave Autobiographies from Coastal North 


Carolina," Carolina Comments 42, #4 (July 1994), 117-126.

"Along Freedom Road," Southern Exposure 22, #2 (Summer 1994), 30-35.

“Does Brown Still Matter?,” The Nation, May 19, 1994.

"The Shores of Freedom: The Maritime Underground Railroad in North Carolina, 1800-


1861," North Carolina Historical Review 71, #2 (April 1994), 174-206. 

"The Hidden World of Mullet Camps: African-American Architecture on the North


Carolina Coast," North Carolina Historical Review 70, #1 (January 1993), 1-13.

"Hog Wild: The Dangers of Corporate Hog Farming" (co-written with Mary Lee Kerr),

Southern Exposure 20, #3 (Fall 1992), 8-15. Reprinted in The Independent Weekly, November 7, 1992. 

"Shuckers and Peelers: ‘Bohemian’ Immigrant Workers in the Southern Seafood 


Industry, 1890-1920," Southern Exposure 20, #1 (Spring 1992), 61-63.

"A Thousand Aspirations: [African Americans and the Federal Occupation of Coastal

North Carolina during the Civil War]," Southern Exposure 18, #1 (Spring 1990), 22-25.

Co-editor (with Luz Guerra), “Flowers in the Desert Die,” special issue of Southern

Exposure 17, #2 (Spring 1987).
WORKS REPUBLISHED IN ANTHOLOGIES 

“The Last Daughter of Davis Ridge,” in Glenn Gordiner, ed., Perspectives on Race, 


Ethnicity and Power in Maritime America: Papers from the Conference Held at


 Mystic Seaport, September 2000 (Mystic, Conn.: Mystic Seaport Press, 2007).

"Abraham H. Galloway: Wilmington's Lost Prophet and the Intellectual Roots of Black 

Radicalism in the American South,” in Paul R. Beezley and Susan M. Glisson, eds., The Human Tradition and the Civil Rights Movement, 1865-1980 (New York: Scholarly Resources, 2006). 

"Abraham H. Galloway: Wilmington's Lost Prophet and the Intellectual Roots of Black 

Radicalism in the American South,” in Charles Payne and Adam Green, eds., Time Longer than a Rope: A Century of African American Activism (New York: New York University Press, 2003). 

REVIEWS

Co-author (with Timothy B. Tyson), featured review of Leon Litwack's Trouble in Mind: Black Southerners in the Age of Jim Crow. Journal of American History 86, #2 (September 1999), 735-737.

"Triumphant Spirits," Brightleaf: A Magazine of Southern Reviews (December 1998), 12-14. Essay review of Jerry Cotten's Light and Air: The Photography of Bayard Wootten and Bill Bamberger and Cathy Davidson's Closing: The Life and Death of an American Factory.
"A Startling Reconstruction of Reconstruction," The News & Observer, August 31, 1997. Review of Laura Edwards' Gendered Strife and Confusion, p. 5G.

"Women and the Race War," The News & Observer, September 8, 1996. Featured review of Glenda Gilmore's Gender and Jim Crow.

"The Mockery of `Public Work' in an Onrushing World," Southern Changes 12, #6 (January 1991), 13-14. Essay Review of Linda Flowers' Throwed Away: Failures of Progress in Eastern North Carolina.

WRITING FOR OTHER MEDIA

“A Historian’s Notebook.” An occasional oral history radio series produced for “The State of Things” and “Morning Edition” at WUNC-FM (Chapel Hill, N.C.), 2001-2003. 

“Introduction,” Allen Parker Slave Narrative Project website, East Carolina University (http: //core.ecu.edu/hist/ cecelskid/), fall 2000.

