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For Immediate Release

ONE FANTASTIC RIDE
UNC Press to Publish Official Book on Tar Heels’ Championship Season

UNC Press contact: Gina Mahalek, 919-962-0581

mahalek@unc.edu

(Chapel Hill, NC) The University of North Carolina Press, located not much more than a jump shot or so away from the North Carolina Tar Heels’ home court on the UNC campus, is slated to publish ONE FANTASTIC RIDE: THE INSIDE STORY OF CAROLINA BASKETBALL’S 2009 CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON. 

The book, which will be published on October 15, 2009, is the only official history of the 2008-2009 University of North Carolina men’s basketball season, culminating in the team winning the program’s fifth NCAA national championship. Arriving in time for the holiday season, ONE FANTASTIC RIDE is likely to be one of the Press’s best sellers in the fall. 

The book’s authors--Adam Lucas, Steve Kirschner, and Matt Bowers--were present with the team’s coaches, players, and staff at every stage of the season. They offer unique access and insights into the inner workings of a major college sports program during a twelve-month period of unusually high expectations and achievements. 

Drawing on their observations and interviews conducted throughout the season as well as extensive postseason interviews with members of the program, the authors provide a rare behind-the-scenes portrait of a collegiate championship year. 

Adam Lucas is a featured columnist at TarHeelBlue.com, the official website of Carolina Athletics, and is publisher of Tar Heel Monthly and Tar Heels Today. He is also the author of The Best Game Ever: How Frank McGuire’s ’57 Tar Heels Beat Wilt and Revolutionized College Basketball (Lyons Press 2006). Steve Kirschner is associate director of athletics for communications at the University of North Carolina, and Matt Bowers is associate director of athletic communications at UNC. The three are also coauthors of Led by Their Dreams: The Inside Story of Carolina’s Journey to the 2005 National Championship (Lyons Press 2005).

Tar Heel Head Coach, Roy Williams, will provide the Foreword. 
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2-2-2 One Fantastic Ride

The book will also include sidebars focusing on individual players’ stories, the academic performance of the team, and other interesting highlights of the year. 

“Tar Heels everywhere obviously have great pride in what the players, coaches, and staff of the men’s basketball program accomplished in their 2009 national championship run,” said UNC Press editor Mark Simpson-Vos. 

“Everyone knows the story has a happy ending, of course. But the joy is in the journey, and the authors of ONE FANTASTIC RIDE have captured that year-long journey in a way that will make this book a must-have for all those who love Carolina basketball.”

ONE FANTASTIC RIDE will be priced at $29.95 and will include more than 200 full-color photographs, including a number of never-before-seen images. 

Each chapter will include a “Thought for the Day,” taken directly from a Carolina basketball plan. These are usually distributed only to Tar Heel coaches and players. 

The book will be widely available through booksellers, online retailers, and directly from UNC Press at www.uncpress.unc.edu. 

###

ONE FANTASTIC RIDE

The Inside Story of Carolina Basketball’s 2009 Championship Season

by Adam Lucas, Steve Kirschner, and Matt Bowers

The University of North Carolina Press

October 15, 2009

$29.95 hardcover, ISBN 978-0-8078-3385-8

Approx. 256 pp., 8 x 10, more than color photos

For more information see: http://uncpress.unc.edu/books/T-9244.html

Sales contact: Michael Donatelli  919-962-0475, michael_donatelli@unc.edu

Rights and permissions contact: Vicky Wells  919-962-0369; vicky_wells@unc.edu

Toll free orders: 800-848-6224

Jacket image available at: http://www.ibiblio.org/uncp/media/jackets/FA09/lucas_one.jpg
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