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HISTORIAN LINKS LYNCHING TO ENTERTAINMENT SPECTACLES IN THE TURN-OF-THE-CENTURY SOUTH

(Chapel Hill, NC) Between 1880 and 1940, more than 3,000 African Americans were lynched in the United States, largely in the South, in what were often highly ritualized public displays of torture and suffering. In Lynching and Spectacle: Witnessing Racial Violence in America, 1890–1940, Amy Wood explains what it meant for white Americans to perform and witness these sadistic spectacles and derive pleasure from them. 


The book, which has been widely praised for its groundbreaking research and for its powerful writing, explains how and why otherwise ordinary Americans came to participate in these extraordinary events. Examining lynching alongside a broad range of culturally acceptable practices and institutions, including public executions, religious rituals, photography, and cinema, Wood shows how these practices encouraged the horrific violence committed, gave it social acceptability, and ultimately contributed to its demise. 

Wood, an assistant professor of history at Illinois State University, argues that lynching helped solidify white supremacy in the turn-of-the-century South, particularly in towns and cities experiencing great social instability and change. Beyond the South, however, the national dissemination of lynching images fueled the antilynching movement and ultimately led to its decline. 












[more]
[image: image2.png]book | zews

The University of North Carolina Press



2-2-2 Lynching and Spectacle



According to David Perry, editor-in-chief at the University of North Carolina Press, "Although Amy Wood writes about a difficult subject, it is part of our history, and it must not be forgotten." 

By incorporating lynching into a culture where spectacles, both modern and traditional, thrived and by juxtaposing its local and national contexts, Wood reconceptualizes our understanding of lynching's relationship to modern life.



Praise for Lynching and Spectacle:
"This insightful exploration of lynching's cultural power is a groundbreaking addition to a growing body of scholarship focused on racial violence. . . . Essential."—Choice

"Wood succeeds admirably. . . . One of the most enlightening studies of lynching produced in recent years."—Arkansas Review: A Journal of Delta Studies

"Serves as a potent reminder that racial violence was not only condoned but enthusiastically supported by huge numbers of white Americans."—The Journal of Blacks in Higher Education

"[An] insightful study. . . . Her research is impressive, Wood's conclusions are measured and well-documented, and . . . her prose is crisp and clear."—Journal of Illinois History
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