CONXIDENTIAL
HEADQUARTERS 120TH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION

APO m! us Army
28 Oot 1944

OPERATIONS momg -
 FUMBER . B) - ?
1. ‘§§t££ﬂnﬁﬂ&i _ _

- 8o . Operations Memo., No. 2, Hy 7th Army, MINE DOCTRINE.

by Mines, Hineriélds and Booby Trapaa.ArHQ; Srd Bdition.

2. Seneral:

" 8o The provisions of Operations Memo, No. 2, Hg 7th Army are
in effect, and will be strictly adhered to., This memorandum is written
to further define the duties and responsibiiities of thisg battalion
u?dnfo provide an S0P procedure withfn the battalion for the clearing
o nes, _ . o

be The siZa, shape and mirking of standard signs are shown :
in Par., 6., Each company will see that they have at all times an
adequate number of these slgns, and that they are properly used.,

3. Boad Clearing:

#c Road sweeping teams will inglude personnel whose spesific
duty it i8 %6 post Bigns along roads ind4 ating extent to which sweep-
‘ing operations have bsen conducted. .

’EE 48 roads are swept, standard (see Par 6,) signs reading

"MINES C 3 FEET" will be posted, on both sides of the road, in

such & way as to be easily visible from either direction, Distanse
between signs will not exceed 200 yards.

S$o At road junotioqt all roads which have not been swept
will be blocked off, and a 8tandard sign reading "THIS ROAD IS NOT
CLEARED" will be securely placed in the center of the uncleared road.

. 8. Roads swept by units othér than Engineers, will pot bde
gonsidered clesr until they are carefully checked by Engineer troops.
Companies supporting Infantry units will check with Infantry mine
platoons to determine whish roads have been swept by them. At the
earliest possible time, these roads will be checked and the proper
signs posted. '

e, .The use of traaing tape will be discouraged., Wherever

tracing tape has been used, it will be replaced by barbed wire at the
earliest possible time. i
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OPERATIONS MEMO NO, 3 (cout'd) Hq 120th Engr C Bn 10/23/44

: L. Where bivousc areas alongside roads have not been cleared,
nor occupied by troops, a sign reading "SNP ARE: NOT CLEARED"

will be posted at the time of the road clearing ocperation, at inter-
vals not to excead‘OO yards. '

. When an entire road is not swept for mines, a barricade
with a sign reading "THIS ROAD IS NOT CLEARED" will be placed on the
road at the end of the swept sestion of road.

L. Vhen a road is swept for mines, the ground adjacent for
& distance of 3 feet beyond the bottom of the barrow pit will also
be swept.

4, Bivouac Areas:

2. "here bivouac areas alongside roads have not been cleared,
signs reading "AREA NOT CLEARED" will be posted at the time road is
swept. These signs will be spaced at intervals not to exceed 400 yards

_ b.. When an area is g} ~the 1imit of clearing wire be
glainly marked by signs facing the cleared area, reading "AREA .«OT
LEARED" ;, slong the perimeter of the clesared area, OSigns along ente
rance to area will read "BIVOUAC AREA CLEARED." When necessary, a
single st and of barbed wire will be strung along the perimeter of the
oleared ¢ vea. When wire i1s placed, it will be approximately S feet
above the ground, and signs ?red triangle) will be affixed to the wire,

¢; Bivouac areas used by troops, for some time, in which.
no mines have been found, may be considered clear. Im this case,
the limit of used area will be marked ag in par 4b, above,

Generally, all troops are responsible for the clearing
of their own bivouac areas. Exceptions are: Division Headquarters,
Medlcal Battalion, Quartermaster Company, Ordnance Company. Clearing
operations for these units will be done on order through S-3, '

&. Handling of armed mines will be reduced tc a minimum,
Numerous casualties have ococurred recently while Remines were beins
-~handled. ' )

b. K5 attempt will be made to disarm any R-mine, or Teller .
mine (Teller No. 1 exvepted), Mines will be removed by rope, pulled,
29% carried, to a safe place, and detonated by explosives.

Ss Mines will be detonated when removed, when such action
will not endanger friendly troops. When detonation is not possible,.
mines will be wired and marked off, and detonated as soon as it is
safe to 40 so0, ' :

4.  When for any reason it is necessary to leave mines un-'_-

destroyed, a barbed wire fence will be immediately strung around the
mines, and standard minefield signs placed on the fence, The exact
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Losation of any such pile of mines will be reported in the same manner
as a minefield. These stookpiles will be sufficiently far from the
road that they will not interfere with signal wiremen.

@, The use of tracing tape for marking off of mine areas
will be restricted to front line marking. As soon as it is possible
to do so, tracing tape will be replaced by barbed wire.

&. 8. Bach company is responsible for the manufacture of signs
for its own use. Materials for the construction of signs are avail-
able through S=4. 12" x 24" teraeplate will be used for all signs,
with a base coat of Red and White lettering.

h. Mipefield:
Triangle, solid red, 12" side. ¥our {4) triangles may

be out from one sheet of terneplate. To be used on minefield bound-
aries and on mine dumps. ' -
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To be used at entrance of all unswept roads, and at end
of sweeping. Red, with White letters, 8" high: _

THIS ROAD
NOT
CLEARED

e 24" -
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OPERATIONS MEMO NO. 5 (cont'd) Hg 120th Engr C Bn 10/23/44 .
' 4. 'BIVOUAC AREA GLEARED: ;
To be placed at entrance to bivouac areas., Red with

White letters 3” high:

BIVOUAC _T
AREA N
CLEARED | |

: ! al
ke 24 -
@, AREA NOT CLEARED:
' To be placed along roads where bivouac areas have not as
. yet been gleared. d, with White letters, 3" hight .

AREA I
- NOT .| Y
CLLARED l
——— 4 o e

£, BOAD CLEARED 3 FEET:

To be placed along all mpt roads. Red, with White

htt-ri g" hishz $
__ - - ROAD :T
CLEARED N

SFEET _{
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Thourh the genernl pattern of enerty rine rwactice remmins tie swe ns deaé-.-ii:-
n dner Int Bul U 1, 7Y Cept 1944, wdditional aforntion ‘W rerorted since then
here published,

MMISIIFVL G DIVICSS g E 1T00 43:

In the poot few dieys, 3 retlods of Pz inge the B Mine i3 with anti~-1ifting:
Wiges hove been observed. llhough all tliree netions were reilized ©s pos ible wien
Liie Lype mine vins first gissover:s tp these ore tie first rejorted 'inst.*:-nco‘s of theipr
bein jat into vroctice.,

A. Using side welle '
In this methad, 2 &  miters are inserted in side vwells of mine and ott-
aciied to two wires, ¢ . fastened'to strke st side of mine ond one frstened
to stnke beneath rine. Rigied in this ranner, the rine will detoncto
viether it is lifted straighkt up or pulled out sidewnys,

PBe Usin- top well:
In this method, 2 7z 35 imiter is ploced in the ton well, ond the mine
is planted upeide down, ‘so that igniter is benenth mine, .ire fror irniter S -
is fastened to at~lzo L-enac‘.t.}_: mine, so thot mine vill detonnte vhen lifted. 4
Ce ind iymiters upside down: -
Two mines hrve bacn found with the norrcl ze 42 igniters in the end wells’ -]_
inserted urside down, so that wings of release pin nre below the end of the
iressure plate instead of ‘resting on top of it. The nin hns wire attached
to loop, running down through hole in bottonm of tray (hole provided to ran-
ipulzte the spring-locded shutter) and attoched to stake under mine. Rig-
ped in this monner, tie rine will detoncte when lifted, or if chorpe ie
lifted out of tray without removing irniter. (Only one of tie end irniters v
cen be reversed in this mnvers tie charpe will not fit witr both iyniters '
reversed, Also, if both i niters vere reversed, the anti-tanik effect of
tle uine would be lost . Jee aketeil, ’
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