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‘woods, were

~ The advance, during the .
Maat ;&a E&&!;] fiq!ﬁgﬁg{

u bo, i1smobilized v
Qt“tmno v
artillery fire

Nev, Hhe aubuat Mikent Gowi Whok
hﬂavy to permit engineers to sweep the road,

Meanwhile, the second platoon had begun tb’,c atbuck toward Bru
h the tnira battalion, their route laying NE toward inglemont as
as the road :mmm at 212750 and thence south to Bru. Little
istance was encountered n;p to & point some 1500 yards north of
ta\:: akwhua mine fields and intense artillery rire again stalled
at .

In the 160th Hegiment's sector, the second platoon of C Comjany

Wﬂa& the 3rd Ba. in defensive positions at A.\atroy(wv-2236685

‘@ protrusion in the line which continued to exist despite the presence

1 »thn tumny on both flanks., The third ymutpun supported the 2nd Bn.

an at from Plerrepont (WvV-192632) toward lower Fremifontaine Y

v _%); Woot of the village (approx. 14635 one tank struck
& mine mﬂ, in attempts to by-pass it, two others became boggad down.

many with one platoon of l.tght 8 from D Compa ‘ny, :
eontin r at Grandvillers, where the enemy had been flercely
' ;si&ng for three dsyss. It was firet attacked by the lst Ban,

179th Regt. with one platoon of C Company and one platoon of D Company
in supports However, they were able only to penstrate the defenses
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The tbllaw&ns ‘morni
on the town astride the
swept of mines and then
south of the center of town (W ,
with infantry, executed a leap-fr neuver.
from the west. The infantry advanced while the L
by fire; then the engineers oleared the road to
move up. By 1700 the town was cleared of the
.pxiaanetuwwﬁxt t&kan and ;;‘mﬁht number of ﬁnsmyg
actual cow 3,: ﬂuu tanks were put out
during th.“ uhﬂ a @a&r& was temporarily iunohixﬂnaﬁ by artillery -
fire, but was wacavoxad and returned to action a £%w hours later.

; with the 157th Regt. was ﬁnnﬁiaukﬂsg@m@ ‘attack on
anﬂ #‘A .y but the unyielding resistence allowed only
mmauﬁi ins. At 2200 all three pla*bam‘s assembled at Rambor-
villers in regimental reserve.

) mm the hausas
wo platoons,
long the maln road
nks eovered them
ait the tanks to
In ell, 180
rymen (76 by
action by mines v

¢ Company support ad tha 180th in mopping up Fremifontaine and
~in waintelning the ve positions at Autrey. Later in the
afternoon; two plataons were returned to Destord (WV-173643) as
regimental reserve.

Relief of B and ¢ Companies, the first since the start of the
offensive W of Epinal, was completed on the third. When B (o.
assembled in Gugnecourt, the 2nd platoon of D Cos remained with the
179th in the defensive system &t Crandvillers. Another light tank

atoon was left at Fremifontaine while two of the assault guns took
over the positions at Autrey.

The two light tank platoons went into action immediately; The
dst Platoon advancing from Fremifontaine with the 180th, 3rd Bn
progressed to the vielnity of Wv-240625; the third platoon,the 179th
lst Battalion's support, moved from Grandvillers to wv;za0605. The
following day the lst platoon reached high ground overlooking la
Hortagne (WV-248619), while the third was sfopped by a mined road
bleock Just short of ﬁrovelieures (WV=-245601)
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~with greatly needed maintsnance and

Grandvillers, relleved the

H s

f unit.

| WV-223637, the other further south to WV~223633¢
with m ninatan of uei.zmg and mmng the

moving W from 228639, meeting heavy small
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of this ae £ the !a#flﬂmmmhg
o rms, mortar, and artillery

. One platwna from A QW was "‘5
ysltions near Vemecourt on October 5

re gutawd fm by the
S8th Fede Dne m b:mm at onee o ﬂiﬂ !

ons 1& BUpport of that

The tm'ae medium ﬁank speriie ‘were 111 ';u‘f;;gféanm ‘oocupied
‘ anlzations ghp«f 8% and

. third platoons of D gm made advances but did considersble riring
. -on enemy i ;:Z ankwim 31‘31*‘ C disabled by bazooka v
‘fire, and Lte wam, ;htwn ‘ : _;;_hne on foot

‘mccnnaiusme, The gmmg ‘platoon was oo ot /. : 2% o the
179th, 2nd Bne i.u m advme 3@ W Bruye Wj 5)'

on mm» amm tau_,; em, - uxqrtaa ”MMB&& mwruaed preggure
in the 179th and 1BOth seotors; the third platoon of D, Co. sssisted
in repelling two counterattacks west of Brovelieures. Just two kilo-
meters to the north the first p;.amn with the 180th, 2nd Bn. were
forced %o withdraw when the enemy infiltrated bahim ‘them from the Ni.

During the wit 10 oners were taken an ber of enemy
. were killeds The meamg‘g latoon continued its sl m« Soward
_mm aml m one taﬂz ﬁmusa by azQoka 1 v

the oressrouds west of Premifontaine (WV-205 v
platoons mm out of mmm» m«m axk vmwmtuy

porting the 3rd Bn, 180th, the tanks m@

WV=228639. We engaged rive enemy tenks and mm o
the objective. At 1500 one sectlon of tanks. mm_ rie m

and were finally held up by darkness at 22563 m WMn en tho right
‘wes successful in repelling an eneny aeuntmwmx at 1700,

Early the same morning, October 7th, B Comn -m--ﬁ m mvaa into £
11gnt tank platoon whioh had been in position |
SE of the town, snd sent one section of the first platoon to weinforce the =
road block at wv-zz.zén. A% 1700 the second ssetion was moved up when
the enemy infiltrated south of the roed block and all five tanks :
engaged in a stiff fire fight which las#ied until the enemy were driven
off st about 2300. The second platoon had been anppﬁrﬁﬁﬂs the 179th,

~ 2nd Bns as they advanced through the woods amng the Gmndvillers-}aruyeres

road. No heavy reaistama wasg meb.

To asaglst in maintaining gontact with the l??‘kh, D Gos, first
atoon shifted SW to the 180th, while the third platoon was atill

& nngagen with the 179th, 3rd Bn. just west of Bmvﬁieums,
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: "?autsiao of

Ws: A Coe at
f' , B Cos at
‘road block at

nﬂm tﬁw Jwtkum high ground w
were held up by mined and blocked m and by ¢
one platoon of D Coe with the lst Bn l’lﬂw atten:
gk grousd in the vieluity of aaascﬁmam make
: | eavy machin ; ' ‘
ganized the attack and foroed it to swing east to meet this new
threat. The light tanks pushed to within 100 yards of their objective
destroying several enemy machine gun positions. The next day, October
ilth, B Cos platoons were relieved while the light tanks were used in
M.tnmu{o:mut patrols to knock out M» positions near WV=225596.
Cue tank platoon from € Cos was moved into indirect firing positions
near A companies' battery at Vomesourt.

A tankeinfantry counterattack cccurred &t 1700 on the twelth,
between Brovellieures and Bruyeres (Wv-225585)s and 1st platoon of B
Co. was instrumental in repelling it.

D Co« second flataan destroyed four more mashine guns and assisted
in the eapture of 15 prisoners south-west of Brovelleures. During
the dey the tanks made an advance of about 700 yards and at 1700 the
eneny launched & heavy counterattuck when a great number of enemy foot
trasgi were killed although both our tanks end lufantry were lorged

ve ground.

Yor the mmm week until Cetober 8%, all the action in our
tat%nwiunn ‘:1‘ probing end hol nature and even though we inflilcted
mw sasual 88 on W s only very 1 were
troublesone ayyauxtleaa
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igh ground between
vanced into
in pushing elmost

support of the 180th, mad. 5
ﬁd.EA»MﬂﬁﬁﬁaﬁbHQVU!?{WV¥2‘3631)' | ‘
The following day B Cos first platoon dttempted to reach the
river to the north of Brovelieures meeting very heavy resistance but
selzed the ground overlooking the river at WV-254618.
C Gompany lost three tanks due to mines east of Fremifontaine and
£9 Bhe naRs , Ootober 23rd, the

%o antry in thelr crossing. k a mine when
att ve down a the rail @ a hostile
MG * fires |

A% teon of | 1, advanced
with G Co., 179%h to the the hill
ad loted oconsiderable damasge on enemy vehicles and infantry; the
third platoon assisted the third Bn. in capturing Bout du Milleu and

ately 50 prisoners.

¢ Co. flrst end third platoons orossed the river on the 24th =and
set up defensive positions along the road from 251657 te 250650 while
to the KW, B company made substantial advances, the third platoon
assisting in the capture of Hill 513 (WV-273650) and later cutting

the road at WV-277663).

~ On the 25th A Co« agaln went into action in support of the 157th
Regt making a thrust from Autrey toward Housseras (WV-2400685). Xarly
in the morning one section of the first platoon went into position
at WV=231665 to place direct fire on Wuilluame Fontaine (WV-238662) and
the second section took positions on the Autrey~Housseras road
(WV=233675) to fire into the woods behind Housseras. In the afterncon
of that day the first platoon moved up Jjust south of Wullluame Fontaine
to bring greater volume of fire on the woods east of Housseras.

- -Omne tank of the 2nd platoon struck a mine while in support of &
the 3rd Bn advancing along the Autrey-Housseras roed. Two tanks then
moved cross-country to the NE destroying 3 MG nests and one mortaer
position; after meeting AY fire, they became mired down at WV-246678.
The third pletoon remained in its lndirect firing positions until 1500
when it supported K and I Companies, 1l57th in aen attack on enemy positior
8B of Housseras (WV-250670 to 250678). Y :
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,nxh:ths woods to WV-266659
ﬁ‘terznin at 275656. 1In

4 &ﬁax g;“ fou C.P. left Girecourt
~~;and mava& i # o 1y

- 179th on
100 ennmy
WWl

‘ r sema time

¥ Autrey and
aﬁ&anv One

pesitionau

- On the 27th, the thi: 1 v;r ”fia &n}gﬁtﬂak over poor
terrain from 265 7 b &ammmm &h YA,,ﬁ;;?;‘?,%)g'a mined roud
 blitek and enemy : e road. . was ocleared the tanks were
able to advance until darknﬂas4ha1tod thnm at 283698 .

: B Cos was aged in mo ping operations nea 37&664‘ After the
burnoa tank haaﬁggon yuuavuﬂf the g?eagg platoon w;§§~t& Hill 504.

In the next two days 4 Co advanced staadily north to cut the main
road from Jeanmmenil to la Salle (WV=-325695) and the secondary road from
Jeammenil to the road Junction at WV-290705. DBoth roads were

physically severed and road blocks were established. On A Company's
right, the third platoon of B Co. with the 2nd Bn, 179th, advanced

over rough country to approzimately WV-304688. The lst and 2nd platoons
were in company reserve.

The Bne« C.P. was moved to Housseras (WV-238686) and on the 30th,
. C Co. assisted the 180th Regt. in teking St. Benolt (Wv-260735). The
© first platoon attecked at 0730 from the vieinity of the secondary road
at 263718 with the 3rd Bn. The second platoon attacked from Fraipertius
(Wv=240701) and was in position on the south edge of St. Benoit before
dark.

On the right flank, B Co. made small advances while A Co. 1lst and
2nd platoons advanced to the vieinlty of WV-290710. The following day the
tanks advanced some 2 km. toward 3t. Remy (WV-325725) and established
road blocks at WV=-314695 and 317693« The third platoon of A Co.« lost
one tank due Yo a mine in advaneing along' the St. Benoit-Raon I.'Etape
road.

C Cos attacked up the maln road from St. Benolt and made an advance
of sbout 1700 yards. At 1530 we successfully repelled an enemy counter-
attacks As the month drew to a close we were steadlly approaching the
reputedly strong Baccarat- Reon L'Etape - Sts Dle line.

ey
BESEEZL




DECLASSIFIED

0735 8(7

Authority A/




DECLASSIFIED

Authority MO 735 5(7
NARA Date 8




DECLASSIFIED
Authority IO T35 517
B@ NARA Date 8 S

=mﬁst‘ta:gﬁt-~aaa1 ﬁar fuze delay.

.m nﬁah&m mﬁ should be removed whm fighting in
wﬂ gun and cradle as well as endangering the
ng the gun to swing around..

‘, "by

Do not send wheel vehicles down the road Tirst after mine
have sept the road. They often miss deeply buried mines.

th infentry at night, ‘the tanks should Ffollow
at leader or the tenk platoon sergeant, .
foot with the leading elements of the
8 are leocated he can them guiekly bring up
the loeation ct’ our own infantry.

i&us in woods requires taak commanders with initiative
sfulness, often his pletoon leader cemnot see him and direct
*rm Moﬂ must meke thelr own decisions snd aot

 most effective amuunition in dense woods is APO with base
ar HeE+ with fuze set on delays Super quick HeE« is
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