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15 April 1945 - D+314 
 
Opposite CT 8 and 12, the enemy defended on a line.  Before CT 22, a clearly defined line did not exist 
but the enemy was entrenched.  In CT 324's sector, the enemy continued to defend a successive line of 
strong points. The enemy maintained a strong active defense, utilizing heavy small arms, automatic 
weapons, mortar and artillery fires to delay our advance.  During darkness, the enemy harassed CT 324 
with light artillery, nebelwerfer, mortar and small arms fire. 
 
The 4th Infantry Division resumed the attack, advancing approximately two to five kilometers against 
stiffening resistance. It repulsed a counter attack late in the period in the vicinity of Weiler. 
 
The 8th Infantry remained in assembly area to regroup and at 1645 jumped off with the 1st Battalion on 
the left and the 2nd Battalion on the right. Resistance increased as the combat team advanced but by the 
close of the period, all elements were reported on their objective. 
 
The 12th Infantry continued the attack at 0820 with the 2nd Battalion on the left and the 1st Battalion on 
the right and gained from two to four kilometers against moderate resistance. The 1st Battalion 
encountered many antipersonnel and antitank mines while the 2nd Battalion reported receiving small 
arms, artillery and direct fire from the vicinity of Adelshofen. By the close of the period this town had been 
cleared of the enemy. 
 
The 22nd Infantry continued the attack at 0800.  The 2nd Battalion's advance was slow but continuous 
with the battalion reporting gains of approximately two to three kilometers. The 3rd Battalion reported light 
to moderate resistance, advancing approximately three kilometers and clearing the towns of Wolfsbuch, 
Weiler and Blumweiler. 
 
16 April 1945 - D+315 
 
The enemy continued its strong defense across the entire Division zone of action, withdrawing locally 
under the pressure of our attack. Our leading elements by-passed small groups of enemy. These pockets 
resumed the fight and it was necessary that each one be attacked and eliminated separately. Stubborn 
resistance was encountered by CT 8 in the vicinity of Wildbad.  CT 12 encountered considerable small 
arms and automatic weapons fire and one of its companies was pinned down for several hours on Hill 
442. CT 22 and CT 324 encountered considerable rocket, artillery, mortar, direct fire and small arms 
throughout the period. 
 
The 4th Infantry Division resumed the attack early in the period, advancing against moderate to heavy 
resistance in the direction of Rothenburg. Many towns were cleared and numerous prisoners of war were 
captured. 
 
The 8th Infantry continued the attack at 0700 to destroy or capture all enemy forces in the woods. The 1st 
Battalion advanced from three to five kilometers against stubborn resistance of well concealed enemy in 
the woods. At the close of the period, Iber Dachstatten and the woods to the west had been cleared and 
the high ground east of Ermetzhoff occupied. The 2nd and 3rd Battalions cleared the woods against very 
stiff resistance. 
 
The 12th Infantry jumped off at 0600 with the 1st and 2nd Battalions abreast, and during the day cleared 
Gattenhof, Hartershofen, Schweinsdorf, Bettwar and Steinbach against light resistance which increased 
to stubborn resistance as they neared Rothenburg. At 1600 a patrol from the 1st Battalion rode into 
Rothenburg, flying a white flag, to ask the commander of the troops there to surrender the city. The 
German commander would not surrender the city, whereupon the attack was continued by both 
battalions. 
 
The 22nd Infantry jumped off at 0700 with two battalions abreast with the mission of clearing the woods 
and assisting the 12th Infantry in the capture of Rothenburg. They advanced against stiff resistance from 
dug in enemy and strong points, receiving fire from direct fire weapons, small arms and automatic 



weapons along their entire front. The following towns were cleared: Schwarzenbronn, Bohmweiler, 
Reuthasen, Leuzenbornn, Ober Eichroth, Funkstadt and Leuzendorf. At the close of the period, they 
reported receiving direct fire from the woods west of Rothenburg and artillery and small arms fire from the 
vicinity of south and west of Rothenburg. The 1st Battalion remained in reserve in the vicinity of 
Speilbach. 
  
17 April 1945 - D+316 
 
The enemy continued its strong defense of towns and woods. In CT 8's sector, the enemy broke contact 
during the night and withdrew, leaving behind many stragglers who offered only slight resistance before 
surrendering. CT 12 encountered considerable fire but moved into Rothenberg, this town having rejected 
our surrender terms. Before CT 22, the enemy offered only disorganized and scattered resistance. In CT 
324's sector, the enemy offered at the beginning only slight resistance but its defense of Brettheim was 
stubborn and tenacious. 
 
The volume of artillery remained about the same as in the previous period. Mines and abatis were 
encountered in increasing numbers. The secondary roads vicinity of Ober Bachstetten were heavily 
mined. So it was for all entrances to towns. Mohenau and Colmberg were outstanding examples. 
 
The 4th Infantry Division resumed the attack, secured the town of Rothenbrug together with numerous 
small villages. Gains of four to five kilometers were made along the entire right portion of the Division 
zone of action while, on the extreme left, leading elements of the 8th Infantry were reported to have 
advanced approximately fifteen kilometers and entered the city of Ansbach. The day's operations netted 
over 1000 prisoners of war. 
 
The 8th Infantry continued the attack at 0700 with elements of the 12th Armored Division operating within 
the left portion of the regimental zone of action. While the 1st Battalion advanced as a motorized task 
force, the 2nd and 3rd Battalions advanced against moderate resistance for ten kilometers as far as Ober 
Felden where positions were consolidated. In the interim, the 1st Battalion task force was successful in 
by-passing enemy road blocks and at the close of the period was reported in the outskirts of Ansbach, 
some eighteen kilometers from their line of departure. 
 
The 12th Infantry continued the attack at first light.  Beginning at 0630, the 1st Battalion assaulted 
Rothenburg, clearing the city by 1240.  The 2nd Battalion advanced through the wooded area to the 
southeast in the direction of Gunsendorf which was cleared at 2115. The 3rd Battalion advanced against 
Heusitz and cleared it. 
 
The 22nd Infantry continued the attack at 0730 with the 1st Battalion passing through the 3rd Battalion 
which in turn reverted to reserve. The 1st and 2nd Battalions attacked and advanced abreast. The towns 
of Buch, Lehrbach and Herrewinden between three and four kilometers from the line of departure were 
secured. 
 
18 April 1945 - D+317 
 
The enemy continued to defend most of the towns by collecting and organizing some of the scattered 
remnants of its units in our sector. The enemy likewise managed to defend a hasty line south of Berbers 
Creek. Along the ridge of this vicinity considerable small arms, mortar and antiaircraft artillery fire was 
directed against our leading elements. Encountering only light resistance, CT 12 cleared the towns of 
Heusitz and Bellerhausen. CT 22 reported only slight small arms resistance but considerable rocket and 
artillery fire during the hours of darkness. In CT 324's zone of advance, enemy contacted did not become 
strong until late in the period at which time heavy resistance was encountered in attacking dug in 
positions. 
 
The 4th Infantry Division resumed the attack within the new division zone of action and advanced from 
three to nine kilometers, clearing numerous towns and villages. 
 



The 8th Infantry continued the attack with the 2nd and 3rd Battalions abreast. Resistance increased late 
in the period as fire was received from enemy positions extending from Leutershausen southwest to 
Schellingsfurst. At 1740 fighter bombers were employed to bomb and strafe Leutershausen and the 2nd 
Battalion was successful in advancing approximately six kilometers to the outskirts of Jochsberg while the 
3rd Battalion advanced as far south as the wooded areas east and west of Buchwald. Patrols of the 101st 
Cavalry Squadron screened between advancing units. At the close of the period and under cover of 
darkness, the 3rd Battalion dispatched patrols into enemy's positions with a view of continuing the attack 
through the night. In the interim the 1st Battalion remained in position in the southern outskirts of Ansbach 
awaiting relief by elements of the 12th Armored Division. 
 
The 12th Infantry continued the attack at 0900 from positions held east of Rothenburg. Progress was 
continuous throughout the day against light resistance until late in the period when mortar and heavy 
caliber artillery fire increased considerably as leading units approached the ridge line extending from 
Frankenheim southwest to Pheuerbronn. Advances of approximately eight kilometers were made by the 
2nd and 3rd Battalions before positions were consolidated. The 1st Battalion meanwhile closed within 
Gebsattel. 
 
The 22nd Infantry continued the attack at approximately 0900 and advanced steadily south throughout 
the day against sporadic resistance to the vicinity of Renbach where the 1st Battalion consolidated its 
positions. At 1900 the 2nd and 3rd Battalions moved south and west to effect relief of the 1st and 2nd 
Battalions of the 324th Infantry. This relief was still in progress at the close of the period. 
 
19 April 1945 - D+318 
 
Before CT 8 the enemy withdrew during the night to positions south of Crailsheim - Ansbach - Railroad. 
No aggressive enemy action was reported by CT 12. High velocity direct fire was received however in the 
vicinity of Diebach. Following a rapid advance against only slight fire, a slight increase in harassing mortar 
and artillery fire was received by CT 22 toward the end of the period. Enemy artillery fire remained light, 
with concentrations falling mostly in the vicinity of towns. 
 
The 8th Infantry continued the attack through the night. The 2nd and 3rd Battalions reported very light 
resistance initially but encountered numerous blown bridges and overpasses which slowed their advance. 
Resistance coming from the vicinity of Bindweiler and Rodenweiler increased later. The 1st Battalion, 
reinforced, motorized, initiated movement at 0630 and advanced against very light resistance consisting 
mainly of road blocks. 
 
The 12th Infantry continued the attack at 0800 with the 2nd and 3rd Battalions and reported no active 
resistance until 0945. By 1400, Wattringen and Ober Ostheim were cleared against moderate resistance. 
The CT continued the advance, capturing Werbitz, Walkersdon, Gailrau, and cleared the woods to the 
south, capturing Erzberg, Bottenweiler, Wildenholz and Theuerbronn. The 1st Battalion remained in 
reserve in the vicinity of Gebsattel. 
 
The 22nd Infantry consolidated positions in which they had relieved the 324th Infantry. During the period, 
the 2nd Battalion advanced approximately four kilometers, clearing Kauhnhard, Lunbach, Schainbach, 
Roosburg and Michelbach against determined resistance consisting of nebelwerfer, heavy mortar, artillery 
and heavy small arms fire from the south. The 1st Battalion on the left flank advanced approximately 
three kilometers against stiff resistance, capturing Schonbronn and Gailroth. The 4th Reconnaissance 
Troop cleared Rotam See and maintained contact with the 63rd Infantry Division on the right. 
  
20 April 1945 - D+319 
 
Until late in the period, our advance encountered only light resistance. 
 
The 8th Infantry continued the attack at 0700 advancing rapidly against very light resistance initially. As 
the attack progressed they met increasing enemy resistance in towns and along the edges of wooded 
areas with the enemy employing artillery, antitank, self-propelled 75 mm and small arms fire. The CT 



continued to advance against light to moderate resistance capturing many towns and villages, reporting 
advances of approximately 12 kilometers during the period. 
 
The 12th Infantry continued the attack with the 2nd and 3rd Battalions and advanced rapidly capturing 
many towns and villages with only sporadic resistance. 
 
The 22nd Infantry continued the attack at 0635. The CT reported very slight resistance, making gains of 
from ten to twelve kilometers and capturing many towns. At 1945, the 1st Battalion reported leading 
elements in the outskirts of Crailsheim where they received nebelwerfer, antitank and some small arms 
fire. 
 
21 April 1945 - D+320 
 
Our leading elements advanced to the outskirts of Jagstzell. 
 
Before CT 8 the enemy continued to withdraw, leaving small isolated groups to cover the retreat of main 
bodies. CT 22 cleared the town of Crailsheim early in the period. After overcoming the resistance on the 
high ground southwest of Crailsheim, Task Force Rodwell proceeded hampered only by numerous road 
blocks, abatis, cratered roads and blown bridges. Enemy artillery was light and scattered. One jet-
propelled plane bombed and strafed the forward elements of CT 8 at 2335. 
 
The 8th Infantry continued the attack to the south and protected the left flank of the division. Advances of 
up to fifteen kilometers were made. The 2nd Battalion had secured the village of Stocken while the 3rd 
Battalion closed within Riegersheun. The 1st Battalion remained in reserve in the vicinity of Riegelbach 
throughout the period. 
 
Task Force " Rodwell " was constituted under the command of Brigadier General James S.Rodwell and 
consisted of the following units : 12th Infantry (motorized), 42nd FA Bn, 522nd FA Bn, 70th Tank Bn, 4th 
Reconnaissance Troop, and companies B of the 4th Medical Bn, 4th Engineer Combat Bn and 610th 
Tank Destroyer Bn. Beginning at 0800, this Task Force assembled in the vicinity of Schnelldorf and at 
1030 leading elements began the advance to the south....  By the close of the period, leading elements 
had reached the vicinity of Jagstell where large craters were encountered. Work continued throughout the 
night to make the road passable. 
 
The 22nd Infantry continued the attack, beginning at first light with the 1st and 2nd Battalions assaulting 
the city of Craislheim. By 1000, the town had been cleared with little or no opposition. During the 
remainder of the period, the 3rd Battalion continued its advance along the regimental left boundary for six 
kilometers and the 1st and 2nd Battalion echeloned forward closing within the towns of Steinbach and 
Jagstheim. 
 
22 April 1945 - D+321 
 
Elements of CT 8 advanced with no real contact until they reached the edge of the woods north of 
Rindelbach and the outreaches of Ellwangen. At these two points the enemy began what was believed to 
be a last-ditch defense of the town of Ellwangen. Stubborn resistance consisting of all types of fire was 
continuous as soon as contact was made. Task Force Rodwell advanced steadily throughout the period 
encountering the numerous terrain obstacles experienced in the previous period. 
 
The first elements of the 4th Infantry Division moved at 0400 to secure the division objective in the vicinity 
of Aalen. By the close of the period, TF Rodwell had advanced twenty kilometers and was engaged with 
the enemy on the outskirts of the objective. 
 
The 8th Infantry initiated movement beginning at 0400 when its 1st Battalion, motorized, began its 
advance. At 0700 the 2nd and 3rd Battalions continued the attack and advanced. Upon reaching the 
outskirts of Ellwangen, both battalions met determined resistance from a reported force of 600 enemy 
infantry, SS troops defending the city. Repeated attempts to assault resulted in failure and a coordinated 



attack was planned on 23 April. 
 
Forward elements of TF Rodwell continued on to the south at 0630. By 1230, at Leinanfirst, the Task 
Force was engaged in a short fire fight following which the enemy retreated towards Neuler on bicycles. 
In Neuler, leading elements met strong enemy resistance which resulted in some casualties and the loss 
of two tanks. By 1630 this resistance consisting of approximately 60 enemy, had been eliminated. The 
Task Force continued to move unopposed southeast out of Neuler and the enemy was again 
encountered in the vicinity of Aalen which was reported defended by 500 or 600 enemy armed with small 
arms and bazookas. 
 
The 22nd Infantry continued the advance at 0700 with the 1st and 3rd Battalions abreast. They 
encountered no opposition and continued for approximately 14 kilometers to the vicinity of 
Adelmammsfeld. 
 
23 April 1945 - D+322 
 
The 12th Infantry Regiment reported the location of an Allied Prisoner of War camp containing 
approximately 350 prisoners. 
 
The town of Ellwangen was completely and deliberately fortified. Extensive barbed wire obstacles were 
encountered along the edges of town. In rear of this line, there was a complete system of 
communications trenches. Roads leading to Ellwangen were mined and cratered with heavy road blocks 
at all defiles. In addition the surrounding area was well adapted to a strong defense because of the high 
hills around the town commanding the open fields beyond. The 5th SS Replacement Battalion continued 
the stubborn defense of Ellwangen until 2300 at which time a withdrawal to the south started.  
 
The withdrawal continued during the early morning at which time some of the retreating elements were 
killed and captured in the vicinity of Westhausen where our troops were commanding the logical escape 
routes. Enemy rear guards in the town continued to engage our forces with small arms, automatic 
weapons and panzerfaust until 1440.  
 
Task Force Rodwell continued to advance through the town of Aalen against a strong delaying action by 
the enemy. At 1930, this resistance ceased and the enemy troops were observed fleeing into the woods. 
CT 22 continuing to advance on the right flank encountered mainly terrain obstacles such as road blocks, 
destroyed bridges and craters. 
 
The attack of the 8th Infantry continued with the 2nd and 3rd Battalions. The 1st Battalion cut the road in 
the vicinity of Schwabsberg and also the road running southeast out of Ellwangen, which put him in a 
position to inflict heavy casualties on the enemy.  Ellwangen was reported cleared at 1440 after a strong 
rear guard action from the enemy. The 2nd Battalion continued to mop up small pockets of enemy while 
the two other battalions continued their advance. Approximately 15 square miles were cleared during the 
day including the towns of Schwasberg, Dollsingen, Buch and Westhausen. 
 
Task Force Rodwell had coiled the complete column into Wasseralfingen north of Aalen during the night. 
The 1st and 3rd Battalions reinforced by a company of tanks for each battalion attacked the town of Aalen 
from the north. The advance was continued but slow during the entire morning. It was necessary to 
conduct a complete search of all buildings because by-passed enemy inflicted casualties on the following 
troops. The 2nd Battalion (motorized) used routes reconnoitered by the 4th Reconnaissance Troop west 
of Aalen and at 1400 launched an attack from this direction. This flanking movement broke the enemy 
resistance in Aalen and the three battalions quickly converged on each other. 
 
The 22nd Infantry initiated movement at first light, the 1st Battalion in organic transportation, and the 3rd 
Battalion on foot, while the 2nd Battalion was shuttled forward. The 3rd Battalion advanced eleven 
kilometers without resistance. 
 
24 April 1945 - D+323 



 
The Division received a quota of 6 officers and 65 enlisted men to return to the United States as guards 
on Prison ships. Upon arrival in the United States, they were to have 45 day leaves and furloughs. 
 
Early in the period CT 8 reported the town of Ellwangen completely clear with remnants of the badly 
battered 5th SS Replacement and Training Battalion attempting to infiltrate south in an effort to escape. 
CT 22 experienced very little contact with the enemy during the daylight hours and overcame at 1630 the 
resistance in the town of Steinheim. Task Force Rodwell continued to advance rapidly south of Aalen..... 
As leading elements entered Hohenmemmingen, they received light small arms resistance and light 
artillery fire. 
 
The 8th Infantry continued the attack at 0900. The 1st Battalion followed the TF Force while the 2nd 
Battalion advanced along the main highway from Aalen-Ober Kochen - Konigsbronn. The advance down 
this route was slowed considerably by mines, road blocks, and demolitions. 
 
Task Force Rodwell continued the advance at 0800, moving along the route Ober Kochen - Ebnat - Gross 
Kochen - Oggenshausen - Giengen. Contact was established with the 3rd Infantry Division on the left 
flank at 1100 in the vicinity of Gross Kuchen. The advance of the TF was subjected to small arms fire, 
light artillery and mortar fire. Road blocks, cratered roads, mines and abatis continued to slow the 
advance. The TF closed into Giegen for the night. 
 
The 22nd Infantry patrolled to Essingen where they engaged the enemy in a small arms fight. The CT 
resumed their advance at 0900 and encountered no active resistance until 1830. 
 
25 April 1945 - D+324 
 
As the period closed, leading elements of the 4th Infantry Division had advanced without contacting the 
enemy to just north or Landenburg, Waldkirch and Weisingen. Reports were received of scattered small 
arms, presumably sniper fire, encountered by motorized elements of the 4th Infantry Division as they 
advanced through towns. Many prisoners of war, both in and out of uniform, were taken as mopping up 
activities in rear areas were carried out. 
 
The 4th Infantry Division continued its advance and established contact with the 12th Armored Division in 
the vicinity of Gundel Fingen. At the close of the period, the bulk of the 8th and 12th Infantry Regiments 
were on the south side of the Danube river. 
 
All three battalions of the 8th Infantry crossed the Danube river at Laningen and advanced to the southern 
edge of the bridgehead. 
 
The Task Force Rodwell was dissolved at 1600 and the 2nd and 3rd Battalions of the 12th Infantry 
crossed the Danube river in rear of the 8th Infantry. The 1st Battalion at the close of the period was 
enroute by motor from Aalen. 
 
The 22nd Infantry continued the advance to the southeast within its zone. 
 
26 April 1945 - D+325 
 
After the woods and the towns of Ellerbach and Dusmarshausen were cleared, our troops advanced 
rapidly without opposition. 
 
The 8th Infantry with the 1st and 3rd Battalions advanced against light and scattered opposition for 
approximately ten kilometers, securing a line extending generally east from Dinkelscherben when 
positions were consolidated for the night.  
 
The 12th Infantry attacked with its 2nd and 3rd Battalions. The 2nd Battalion met strong resistance 
consisting of heavy small arms and some mortar fire in the woods in the vicinity of Altenbaindt while the 



3rd Battalion advanced behind elements of the 101st Cavalry Squadron. Company I mounted on 
supporting tanks closed in the vicinity of Horgau. The 1st Battalion in reserve closed in the vicinity of 
Ellerbach. 
 
The 22nd Infantry began moving across the bridge on the Danube river and by dark the 2nd and 3rd 
Battalions had closed in an assembly area in the vicinity of Gundremmingen. The 1st Battalion remained 
at the bridge. 
  
27 April 1945 - D+326 
 
A possible enemy front line existed along the east bank of the Lech river. Elsewhere our advance 
continued to the southeast against little or no enemy contact. CT 8 encountered small scattered groups of 
stragglers who offered only token resistance. Upon approaching the river, heavy fire from small arms, 
automatic weapons, mortars and artillery was received..... CT 12 advanced making no contact until about 
1600 when elements were fired on by small arms and automatic weapons from the vicinity of Bieburg. 
Early in the period considerable artillery fire fell in CT 8's sector. At 2243 fire was received in the eastern 
edge of Zusmarshuasen from an estimated battalion of 150 mm guns. At 2300 a light barrage fell in Buch. 
 
The 2nd Battalion of the 8th Infantry, after passing through elements of the 1st Battalion advanced with 
no resistance to the bridge site on the Lech river. They succeeded in crossing two companies even 
though the enemy had blown the bridge. Strong resistance was encountered in the vicinity of the bridge 
site and heavy artillery and mortar fire was experienced along the east bank of the river. The 3rd Battalion 
operating in the left advanced against no resistance and was last reported in the vicinity of Aintingen. 
 
The 12th Infantry continued the attack at 0610 with the 1st and 3rd Battalions and advanced with no 
resistance until they reached the vicinity of Biburg and Willishausen. At this point they received fire from 
an enemy strong point in the vicinity of Steppach. After reducing the strongpoint which contained several 
flak guns, they continued the advance to their objective. 
 
The 22nd Infantry staged forward in assembly areas in order to control the main road to the west of the 
Division sector and to protect the autobahn in that vicinity. 
 
28 April 1945 - D+327 
 
A French Prisoner of War Inclosure with 60 French soldiers was reported by the 12th Infantry. 
 
Generally around the bridgehead area, the enemy opposed our attempts to advance. CT 12 advanced to 
the southeast clearing enemy from its zone of action west of the Lech river. Resistance encountered 
consisted of considerable antiaircraft fire, some mortar fire and small arms fire. In CT 8's sector, the 
enemy continued to harass our troops holding the bridgehead with small arms, mortar and artillery fire.....  
 
The Division area was swept for by-passed pockets of enemy and a considerable number of prisoners 
were taken during this operation. 
 
The 8th Infantry maintained their bridgehead across the Lech river and patrolled. 
 
The 12th Infantry continued the advance at 0730 with the 1st and 3rd Battalions to the vicinity of the Lech 
river and consolidated positions for the crossing upon completion of the bridge. 
 
The 22nd Infantry moved by shuttle to assembly areas in preparation for the crossing. 
 
29 April 1945 - D+328 
 
Throughout the day, our troops advanced rapidly to the southeast with little or no opposition. Groups of 
enemy surrendered readily without a fight after offering only token resistance. Two enemy planes were 
over the 4th Division sector at about 1730 and at least one was shot down by our antiaircraft artillery. 



 
The 4th Infantry Division crossed the Lech river in force. 
 
The 8th Infantry maintained the bridgehead. The 2nd Battalion after being passed through by the 12th 
and 22nd Infantry moved to Augsburg to relieve elements of the 3rd Infantry Division on security duty. 
 
The 12th Infantry crossed the Lech river at 0800 and continued the advance for approximately 25 
kilometers. The 1st and 2nd Battalions secured a general line along the western bank of the Amper river 
in the vicinity of Zankenhausen. The 3rd Battalion staged forward to Turkenfeld. 
 
The 22nd Infantry crossed the Lech river at 0600, advancing to the northeast and then southeast. The CT 
advanced approximately 20 kilometers against very scattered resistance, securing a general line along 
the Amper river in the vicinity of Schongrising. 
 
30 April 1945 - D+329 
 
The rapid advance of our troops continued as only scattered small arms, road blocks and demolished 
bridges were encountered. Enemy troops in increasing numbers surrendered readily without a fight. Over 
two thousand prisoners of war were taken during the period. 
 
The 8th Infantry, less the 2nd Battalion sent to Augsburg, crossed the Lech river and closed in assembly 
areas in the vicinity of Moorenweis-Galtendorf late in the period. 
 
The 12th Infantry continued the advance to the southeast at 0600, crossing the Amper river in the vicinity 
of Wildenroth. Advancing against negligible resistance, the Combat Team secured bridges intact across 
the Loisach and Isar rivers in the vicinity of Wolfratshausen after advancing approximately 25 kilometers. 
 
The 22nd Infantry crossed the Amper river in the vicinity of Furstenfeldbruck at 0800 and continued the 
advance against passive resistance. The advance was halted late in the period along the Isar river line by 
blown bridges. 
 
Notes about logistics: 
 
The Division had covered a distance of approximately 250 miles during this period. This rapid advance 
created a serious transportation-supply problem. Vehicles were required to motorize elements of the 
Division and at the same time the lines of supply were lengthening, necessitating longer trips back to the 
supply dumps. A total of 113 trucks were used during the month of April for transportation other than 
normal supply. 
 

Casualties – April 1945 
 
              Officers   Enlisted 
KIA           15          175 
MIA            0            16 
SWA          5            68  (Seriously Wounded in Action) 
LWA          23         571  (Lightly Wounded in Action) 
   
Total         43          830 
 
Prisoners:  26,091 
 

 

May 1945 – 4ID in Germany 
 
1 May 1945 - D+330 



 
No enemy front line existed and no organized resistance was encountered, only scattered groups with 
small arms. 
 
During the period of 30 April, the 4th Infantry Division with its attached units had secured positions along 
the Isar river and Isarwk canal and captured intact the bridges across the river and the canal at 
Wolfratshausen. At 0800, the Division continued the attack with the 12th Infantry Regiment from the 
bridgehead secured across the Loisach river and the Isarwk canal against a disorganized enemy. During 
the day, the Division advanced approximately ten kilometers and secured another bridgehead across the 
Isar river and Isarwk canal. 
 
The 8th Infantry shuttled forward with the 1st and 3rd Battalions while the 2nd Battalion remained in 
Augsburg to maintain order. The 1st Battalion closed in the vicinity of Starnberg early in the day while the 
3rd Battalion closed in the vicinity of Gauting. Many enemy stragglers were captured as they attempted 
retreat from Munich to the southwest. 
 
The 12th Infantry continued the attack at 0800 across the bridges seized intact over the Loisach river and 
the Isarwk canal. Initially the regiment followed Combat Command R of the 12th Armored Division which 
had crossed over the 12th Infantry bridges and had passed through the regiment at 0730. The 1st and 
3rd Battalions advanced approximately ten kilometers against scattered to heavy resistance, the 1st 
Battalion reaching Thankirchen, the 3rd Battalion reaching Hachenberg. Both battalions reported heavy 
resistance late in the day consisting of small arms, mortar, artillery and antiaircraft gun fire. At 2030 the 
2nd Battalion moved by motor to the vicinity of Aschelding. 
 
The 22nd Infantry crossed the Isar river and Isarwk canal with two companies of the 2nd Battalion starting 
at 0700. The 1st Battalion remained in the vicinity of Buchendorf as reserve. The 3rd Battalion maintained 
its positions in the vicinity of Baierbrun. The advance of the regiment was delayed throughout the day by 
blown bridges. Throughout the day, Corps Engineers worked feverishly to construct a bridge but due to 
the soft approaches to the bridge site and the swift current of the Isar river, the bridge was not completed 
at the close of the day. The bridges at Wolfratshausen were in constant use by CC R of the 12th Armored 
Division, the 101st Cavalry Squadron and the 12th Infantry, making it impossible for the 22nd Infantry to 
cross. 
 
2 May 1945 - D+331 
 
Enemy troops were encountered in large numbers but surrendered without offering resistance. 
 
Prisoners of war for this period totaled over 5,000. 
 
The 4th Infantry Division continued the attack with two regimental combat teams abreast. The fighting 
spirit of the enemy was broken. So many prisoners of war were taken that the progress of all units was 
slowed in endeavoring to handle them. 
 
The 8th Infantry maintained peace and order in towns, cities and on roads. 
 
The 12th Infantry continued the advance to the southeast on the right of the Division. The CT advanced 
approximately 13 kilometers on the left and 6 kilometers on the right. Enemy resistance was scattered. 
The 2nd Battalion moved to an assembly area in the vicinity of Sachsenkam. 
 
The 22nd Infantry began crossing the Isar river and Isarwk canal over a treadway bridge at 1000. The 
progress was slow due to the soft, muddy approaches to the bridge site. No organized resistance was 
encountered by advancing troops until 1700 at which time the 4th Reconnaissance Troop was engaged 
by a group of dug-in enemy. The enemy was quickly overrun. At the end of the day, the 1st Battalion had 
advanced to the vicinity of Gusteig, the 3rd Battalion to the vicinity of Musbach and the 2nd Battalion to 
Holzkirchem. 
     



3 May 1945 - D+332 
 
A quota of 4 officers and 30 enlisted men to return to the United States as guards on prisoner of war 
ships was received from the Seventh Army. Upon arrival in the US, the personnel were to be granted 45 
days leaves or furloughs. 
 
No contact was made with the enemy. 
 
The 4th Infantry Division continued mopping up operations. Preparations were made to turn over the 
responsibility of the Division sector to the 101st Airborne Division. This one began movement into the 4th 
Division zone of action at 1000. Although no forward advances were made by any of the Division units 
during the day, many prisoners of war were taken. The enemy was surrendering in mass without a fight 
except in a few cases of small groups of fanatical SS troops. 
 
The 8th Infantry continued to maintain peace and order in Division rear areas and to prevent looting. The 
1st Battalion in Stamburg, the 2nd Battalion in Augsburg and the 3rd Battalion in Gauting. 
 
The 12th Infantry remained in the same areas as occupied during the previous day and continued 
mopping up operation throughout the day. 
 
The 22nd Infantry continued mopping up operations until relieved by elements of the 101st Cavalry 
Reconnaissance Squadron at 1615. Upon being relieved, the entire regiment moved into an assembly 
area in the vicinity of Holzkirchen where preparations were made to move to new regimental areas in the 
vicinity of Nurnberg. 
 
4 May 1945 - D+333 
 
The 4th Infantry Division was relieved from assignment to the Sixth Army Group, Seventh Army and XXI 
Corps and was assigned to the Third Army. 
 
The 4th Infantry Division was relieved of responsibility by the 101st Airborne Division at 1200 and at 1000 
had initiated the movement to its area of responsibility in the vicinity of Neumarkt which was in the Third 
Army zone. 
 
The 8th Infantry continued its security mission and at 1200 was attached to the 101st Airborne Division. 
 
The 12th Infantry was relieved by elements of the 101st Airborne Division by 1200 but remained in the 
areas and made preparations for movement to new regimental areas in the vicinity of Sulzbach. An 
advance party initiated movement at 1300. 
 
The 22nd Infantry began moving to the new assembly area in the vicinity of Schwabach at 1000 and 
closed therein at 2130. 
 
5 May 1945 - D+334 
 
The 4th Infantry Division with the 70th Tank Battalion, 610th Tank Destroyer and the 377th AA Artillery 
continued movement into the new assigned division area: Hurnberg - Weisenburg - Ingalstadt - 
Regenburg - Sulzbach. 
 
The 8th Infantry continued to maintain peace and order in the Gauting-Starnburg area. Preparations were 
made to receive relieving units of XXI Corps and to move in the vicinity of Burglingenfeld. 
 
The 12th Infantry began movement from the area east of Bad Tolz to a new area in the vicinity of 
Sulzbach at 0850. It closed therein at 2130. 
 
The 22nd Infantry initiated reconnaissance of the Nurnberg area and began relief of elements of the 16th 



Armored Division and other Third Army units guarding important installations in the Army railhead city of 
Nurnberg. The relieving of the different units was a slow undertaking due to the fact that reconnaissance 
parties had to find all the guarded installations before the relief could be accomplished. 
 
6 May 1945 - D+335 
 
The Division command post opened at Amberg at 0700. 
 
A teletype message signed by General Eisenhower was received during the day stating that the German 
military forces had signed the unconditional surrender to all Allied Forces, effective 090001 May 1945. 
 
The 8th Infantry was relieved and all battalions assembled preparatory to moving to new assigned area. 
The 1st and 3rd Battalions continued to patrol the roads within the area. 
 
The 12th Infantry initiated reconnaissance within the new area of occupation to contact other units 
guarding installations and patrolling the sector. 
 
The 22nd Infantry continued to relieve all other units in the Nunrberg area and assume responsibility for 
the traffic control within the important Army supply center of Nurnberg. 
 
The 4th Division Artillery with the 377 AA Bn, 610th Tank Destroyer Bn and 70th Tank Bn, initiated 
movement from Bad Tolz at an early hour to move to the new assigned area in the vicinity of Boilingries. 
 
7 May 1945 - D+336 
 
The 8th Infantry remained under control of the 101st Airborne Division in assembly areas in the vicinity of 
Gauting in preparation to moving to new division area early 8 May. 
 
The 12th Infantry took over the guarding and security of displaced person camps, captured enemy supply 
dumps, bridges, radio and telephone stations, and other installations within their sector in the vicinity 
of  Sulzbach. 
 
The 22nd Infantry continued to relieve other elements guarding enemy supply dumps and other 
installations in the vicinity of Nurnberg-Schwabach. 
 
The 4th Division Artillery initiated the relief of other units in the vicinity of Boilingries. The 70th Tank 
Battalion and the 610th Tank Destroyer Battalion moved from assembly areas to the new Division area of 
occupation, closing therein at 1445. 
 
8 May 1945 - D+337 VE Day (Victory in Europe)  
 
The 4th Infantry Division continued to maintain law and order and to guard installations and also made 
preparation to assume responsibility for additional security missions. 
 
The 8th Infantry moved to Burglengenfeld, closing therein at 1800. The regiment made plans for 
assuming responsibility for security of displaced persons' camps, captured enemy supply dumps, main 
supply route and bridges within their area early 09 May. 
 
The 12th made plans for assuming responsibility for additional security missions in the vicinity of Neustadt 
and Eschenbach. 
 
No change in the operations of the 22nd Infantry. 
 

Casualties – From 6 June 1944 to 9 May 1945: 
 



                      Officers   Enlisted         Total 
KIA                  263         3595             3858 
Died of wounds 39             692              731 
MIA                   16             267              283 
SWA               408          6489             6897  (Seriously Wounded in Action) 
LWA               484           8930             9414  (Lightly Wounded in Action) 
Captured             0               14                14  
 
Total             1210         19,987             21,197   Combat Casualties 
 
Casualties equaled 149% of the authorized June 1944 strength of 14,253. 
32% of the original June 1944 strength were killed in action or died of wounds. 
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