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Chapter 11 

Alsen E. J.D. Salinger and the Nazis. Madison Wisconsin: University of Wisconsin Press; 
2018. 

Corporal J.D. Salinger, Counter Intelligence Corps was assigned to the Headquarters Company, 
4th Infantry Division, and responsible for the 12th Infantry Regiment. In his postwar writings he 
referred to being at a subcamp. Professor Alsen identified that was at the Kaufering IV subcamp 
at the Lechfeld Airfield near Hurlach on April 28, 1945. On April 29, 1945 the 522nd Field 
Artillery Battalion (FAB), attached to the 4th Infantry Division and operating with the 12th Infantry  
Regiment, arrived at Hurlach and Kaufering IV. 
 
Professor Alsen’s details the conditions of Kaufering IV  at the time Cpl Salinger and the 522nd 
FAB were there, corroborating the histories of the 522nd soldiers.  That includes their reports of 
the smell of burning bodies. Kaufering IV was the only subcamp encountered by the 522nd at 
which bodies were burnt.

https://www.ibiblio.org/45wwiiresources/522/522.html
https://www.ibiblio.org/45wwiiresources/522/522.html












86 Visit to a Concentration Camp 

Camp Commander Eichelsdorfer among scores of coqlses (US Holocaust Museum) 1

"\ 

The transcripts of the Dachau war crimes trials supply the most accurate 

Kaufering death count. According to those figures, Salinger would have seen 

the corpses of eighty-six prisoners who had been burned to death, plus 274 others 

of people had died from starvation or typhus or had been shot to death. 11 

The number of dead prisoners Salinger saw at the small Kaufering camp is 

dwarfed by the thousands of bodies that American soldiers discovered at the 







1Page 86 Photo:  
 
Kaufering IV camp commander SS officer Johann Baptist Eichelsdörfer was captured in civilian 
clothes in Hurlach and at the orders of Colonel Edward F. Seiller, 12th Armored Division, posed 
with the dead Kaufering IV inmates.  
 
In 1946, SS Officer Eichelsdörfer was executed for war crimes.  
 
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Baptist_Eichelsd%C3%B6rfer 
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