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[1-2 February 1800]
To Secretary of the Navy from Captain Thomas Truxtun, U. S. Navy

Unitep StaTEs’ SHIP Constellation,
at Sea, Feb. 3, 1800.

Sir, I had the honour to address you the day after my arrival at
St. Christopher’s, the twenty-first ult. as per copy annexed ; after which
I made every exertion in my power to get the squadron, as well as my
own Ship, to ses, in the shortest time possible; and gave all the com-
manders of the different vessels orders, to cruise separately, in certain
situastions, agreeably to the copies inclosed.

On the thirtieth, I left St. Christopher’s with the Constellation in
excellent trim for sailing, and stood to windward, in order to occupy
the station I had allotted for myself, before the road of the enemy, at
Guadaloupe, where I was informed a very large and heavy frigate, of
upwards of 50 guns, was then laying; and early on the next day I fell
in with L’Insurgente, Captain Murray, and the prize brig, Conquest
of Italy, that had been fitted out to cruise with him in those seas.
After a short interview with Captain Murray, I requested him to pro-
ceed to St. Christopher’s without loss of time, and call on our agent
there Mr. Clarkson, for letters that I had lodged for him, which pointed
out his further destination. On our parting, he immediately made
sail to leeward, and I continued plying to windward. At half past
seven A.M. of the following day, I discovered a sail to the S.E. to
which I gave chase; and for the further particulars of that chase, and
the action after it, I must beg leave to refer you to the extracts from
my journal, which is also inclosed, as being the best mode of exhibiting
a just, fair, and candid account of all our transactions in the late busi-
ness, which has ended in the complete dismantlement of the Constel-
lation, though, I trust, to the high reputation of the American flag.

I have just fell in with the Enterprize, Lieutenant Shaw, returning
from Curracoa, who I send off to you with my dispatches, and I shall
be obliged, by your sending him again to me at Port Royal, Jamaica,
as early as possible, as I shall be impatient to hear from you, especially
as we are now in want of every thing, being a mere wreck.

If T had met Captain [Richard V.] Morris, of the Adams, I should
have taken the command of that Ship, and kept the station to wind-
ward, leaving him in charge of the Constellation, to be refitted at
Jamaica; but I have not been so fortunate.

I have the honour to be,

With great respect and esteem,
Your very obedient humble servant,
(Signed) Tuaomas TruxTUN.

The Honourable BensamiN Sroppert, Esq.

Secretary of the Navy, Philadelphia.
{(NoTe—Documents concerning the capture of La Vengeance by HBMS Seine,

on 20 August 1800, will be included under that date, in the sixth volume of
“Naval Documents, Quasi war with France.”’]

[Nav. Chron. Vol. IV.]
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Extract from Captain Thomas Truxtun’s journal, U. S. Frigate Constellation, Saturday,
1 February 1800 :

Throughout these 24 hours, very Unsettled weather. Kept on our
tacks, beating up under Gaudsaloupe.

At half past 7. A M. The Road of Bassateer Bearing East five
Leagues distance, saw a sail in the S E standing to the S W which
from her situation, I at first took for a large ship from Martinica, and
hoisted English Colours on giving chase by way of inducement for
her to come down and speak me, which would have saved a long
chase to Leeward, off my intended cruizing ground — but finding she
did not attempt to alter her course, I examined her more minutely,
as we approached her and discovered that she was a heavy French
frigate mounting at least 54 Guns — I immediately gave orders; for
the yards to be slung with chaines, top sail sheets &c stoppered, and
the Ship cleared and every thing prepared for Action and hawled
down the English colours, At Noon the wind became light and I
observed the chase that we had before been gaining fast on, held way
with us, but I was determined to continue the pursuit, tho’ the run-
ning to Leeward, I was convinced, would be attended with many
serious disadvantages, especially if the object of my wishes were not
gratified.

Passed two Schooners Standing to the Northward one of them
Showed American Colours, and was a Merchant Vessel, and the
other I supposed to be of the same discription. —

Longitude observed © West of D 62°.1'30"" W.
Latitude Acct 15°.28’ N.

[HS of Pa. NDA photostat.]

Extract from Captain Thomas Truxtun's journal, U, S, Frigate Constellation, Sunday,
2 February 1800

At one P M. the wind being some what fresher than at the noon
preceeding, and an appelajrance of its continuance — and prospect
of bringing the enemy to Action, began again to brighten, as 1 per-
ceived we were comeing up with the chase fast, and every inch of
canvass being set, that could be of service, Except the Bag Reefs,
which I kept in the top sails, in case of the chase finding an Escape
from our thunder impracticable, should hawl on a wind, and give us
fair Battle, but this did not prove to be her commanders intention,
T however got within hail of him at 8 P M. hoisted qur Ensign and
had the candles in Battle Lantherns all lighted and the Large trumpet
in the Lee gang way, ready to speake him, and to demand the sur-
render of his Ship, to the United States of America but he at that
instant commenced a fire from his Stern and Quarter Guns, directed
at our rigging and spars — No parly being then necessary, I sent my
principal Aid De camp M* Vandyke, to the Different officers com-
manding Divisions on the Main Battery, to repeat strictly my orders
before given, not to throw away a single charge of powder and shot,
but to take good aim, and fire directly into the Hull of the enemy,
and load principally with two round shot, and now & then with a
Round Shot and Stand of Grape &c. to Encourage the Men, at their
Quarters, to cause or suffer no noise or confusion whatever; But to
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load and fire as fast as possible, when it could be done with certain
effect, These orders being given, in a few Moments, I gained a position
on his weather Quarter, that enabled us to return effectually his
salute, and thus a close and as sharp an action, as ever was fought
between two frigates commenced, and continued untill within a few
minutes of one A M. — when the Enemy’s fire was compleatly
silenced and he was again sheering off.

It was at this Moment, that I considered him as my prize, And was
trimming in the best manner I could my much shattered sails — when
I found the msain mast was totally unsupported by rigging, every
shroud being shot away and some of them in several places, that even
stoppers were useless — and could not be applied with effect, I then
gave orders for the Officers to send the men up from the Gun Deck,
to endeavour to secure it, in order that we might get along side of the
Enemy again as soon as Possible, but every effort was in Vain, for
the main mast went over the side in a few minutes after, and carried
with it the top Men, among whom was an amiable young Gentleman
who commanded the Main top — M’ James Jarvis, Son of James
Jarvis Esqf of New York., This young Gentleman it seems was
apprized of the mast going in a few Minutes by an old Seaman, but
he had already so much of the principle of an officer engrafted on his
mind, not to leave his Quarters on any account, that he told the men
if the mast went, they must go with it, which was the case, and only
one of them were saved.

I Regret much his loss as a promising young Officer and amiable
young Man, as well as on Account of a long intimacy that has sub-
sisted between his farther and myself — but have great satisfaction
in finding, that I have lost no other, and only two or three slightly
wounded out of 39 of the crew killed and wounded; 14 of the former
and 25 of the latter.

As soon as the main mast went every effort was made to clear the
wreck from the ship, as soon as possible, which was effected in about
an hour — (it being impossible to pursue the Enemy) and as her
Security was then the great object, 1 immediately bore away for
Jamaica for repairs &c, finding it impracticable to reach a friendly
port in any of the Islands to Windward.

I should be wanting in common Justice, was I to omit here to
Journalize, the steady attention to order — and the great exertion
and Bravery, shown by all my Officers, Seamen and Marines, in this
Action, many of whom, I had sufficiently tried before, on & similar
occasion, and all their names are recorded, in the Muster Roll 1 sent
to the Secretary of the Navy, Dated the 19t of December last, signed
by myself.

All hands employed at repairing the Damages sustained in the
Action, so far as to get the Ship into Jamaica as soon as Possible. —

Longitude Account 63°.26" W.
Latitude Account 16°.17" N.

[HS of Pa. NDA photostat.]
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[1-2 February 1800]

To Hugh Henry, Philadelphia, Pa., from Surgeon Isaac Henry, U. 8. Navy
US. Ship Constellation 3¢ February 1800 —

My DEar Sir — On the 1% Ins! off Gaudaloupe, (about 7 oClock
in the morning) — we fell in with a large Sail [La Vengeance] — which
bore ahead about 2 leagues — we made sail and gave chase — she
made sail & stood from us — about 8 0oClock in the Evening — we got
within gun shot — when she fired a stern chase at us — we continued
the chase — she firing continually her stern chases — without a shot
from us untill we got close along side — when a general action com-
menced — which continued incessantly for five Hours — unfortunatly
at the expiration of that time our Mainmast was shot away — our
Mizen Topmast had gone early in the action just above the cap — she
was running away from us when our Mainmast went — which pre-
vented our following her — we are now Sir the most perfect wreck
you ever Saw — scarcely any thing standing — we tore her all to
pieces — but the Rascalls fought like cowards in firing at our Rigging
to get away — now I have gone so far I will let you know her force —
58 Guns, and heavier metal than ours & suppose full of Men — My
Dear Sir if we could have kept our Mainmast she would have been
ours — We are now within 48 hours sail of Jamaica — and making
the best of our way there — we fortunatly met with the Conveyance
by which you get this — a few hours since —

‘We have had 15 killed & 25 wounded; and, all badly

I write this in great hurry — Give my love to all

I am Dr Sir — ever
Your aff? Son

PS. Tom is well & fought like a Brave fellow
[NDA photostat, A-8.]

Isaac HeENrRY —

IH

[1-2 February 1800]
List of officers and men killed, wounded, and missing in U. 8. Frigate Constellation

KILLED

Seamen — William Lightfoot, John Willson,
John Robinson, James Foster,
John Smith, Emanuel Manna,
Thomas Stevenson, Robert Smile, [?]
John Williams, Emanuel Deist,
William Powell,

Marine — Christopher M¢Cormick —

Boy — Joseph Graves

WOUNDED

A. Shirley, 2¢ lieut. slight wound in the leg;

Mr. Wederstrand, midshipman, slight wound on the head;
Mr. Warren, midshipman, do. do.—

Mr. Comerford, master’s mate, do. do.—

John Highland, quarter gunner, do. in the back;
James Rodgers, sergeant of marines, do. on the arm;
Jonathan Bell, sail maker’s mate, fractured leg —
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Seamen — Soho Hurst, arm shot off and wounded in the side;
Thomas Clarke, fractured leg;
William Musgrove, fractured thigh;
James Carter, slight wound in the thigh, and side;
Ephraim Jabins, slight wound in the arm;
Benjamin Cradford, arm shot off -— dead;
Antonio Payntz [?], slight wound on the head;
Edward Hollman, slight wound in the arm and knee;
George Matthews, fractured thigh;
John Logan, fractured leg;
Thomas Fitzgerald, wounded on the gluteous muscle;
Charles Lewis, shot through the arm;
William Howell, slight wound in the thigh. —
Marines— Cacie Branton, wound in the thigh;
William Small, shot through the thigh;
Geo. Carson {?], shot through the hand, —
Boys - John Baptist, leg shot off;
Phillip Smith, wound in the back of the neck.

MISSING

Mr, James Jarvis, midshipman.
Isaac HENrY, Surgeon.
{)I§YHS, “Greenleaf’s New York Journal and Patriotic Register’”, 1 March
1800.]
[1-2 February 1800]
Strength of the U. S. Frigate Constellation, and French Frigate La Vengeance

The following is an accurate statement of the force of the U. States
frigate Constellation of 38 guns, and that of La Vengeance French
National ship of war, of 54 guns.

CONSTELLATION.
Mounts on Gun Deck, 28 eighteen pounders, the whole dis- Lbs.
charge s _ _ . oL 504
Mounts on Upper or Spar Deck, 10 carronades of 24 lb. the
whole dischargeis_ . oL 240
Total discharge of oneround,is_.__________________. 744

LA VENGEANCE.
Mounts on Gun Deck, 32 French eighteen pounders, carrying

eachaballof Englishwt. 201b_________________..______ 640
Mounts on her Upper Deck, 14 French 12 pounders, carrying

each a ball of English wt. 13%1b_ _______________________ 189
Mounts on her Upper Deck also, 8 carronades of 36 1b. French,

equal to421b. English . ___________________________.__ 336

Total discharge of oneround . _____________.________ 1,165
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Lbs
Constellation’s discharge of one round of capnon_____________ 744
La Vengeance discharge of one round of cannon_ . ___________ 1,165
Ballance against the Constellation_ _ . . __________.________ 421
Men
Officers and Crew of the Constellation_ .. . ____ . ___ . ..__. 320
Officers and crew of La Vengeance 500, Troops and Passengers
60 - _ e memeiooo- 560
Ballance against the Constellation_ _ _ _ . ... ___________ 240

[LC, “Claypoole’s American Daily Advertiser”, (Phila.), 28 April 1800.]

[1-2 February 1800]

Extract from a letter from a Gentleman on board the U. S. Frigate Constellation,
concerning her engagement with French Frigate La Vengeance

“Constellation, at sea, Feb. 7, 1800,
“TrRUXTON, and the Constellation FOR EVER!

DEar Sir, “I promised to write you whenever any circumstance
should turn up worthy your attention. I flatter myself the following
will be agreeable from me, notwithstanding you must have had the
accounts in the papers before this comes to hand, as our worthy
Commodore sent dispatches by the Enterprise state schooner, whom
we fortunately fell in with next day after the action.

“Thursday, January 30th, at 4 P. M. weighed and got under way
from Bassaterre roads, St. Kitts, on a cruise, the commodore having
intelligence of a national French ship, mounting 54 guns, 600 men.
This to his undaunted soul was rare news, and not to be neglected,
notwithstanding the superiority of the enemy.

“February 1, very squally weather. At half past 7, A. M. Bassaterre
road bearing East, dist. 5 leagues, saw a sail in the S. E. 'We hoisted
English colours, and gave chace, supposing her to be a large ship
from Martinico, but coming nearer, 1t was observed she was a very
heavy French Frigate, mounting 54 guns at least, and very heavy
metal, which we soon experienced, though to their dishonour. Every
thing being settled as to what she was, our honoured commander
gave his orders accordingly, which were obeyed with a spirit beyond
description by every person in the ship, each vieing with the other
who should do most. Every thing was prepared for action and all
hands at quarters. At noon the wind fell calm for some time, which
damped us much; the chace held way with us, which before we over-
hauled, passed two schooners standing to the northward; one shewed
American colours, and both supposed to be merchantmen.

“At 1, P. M. the wind freshening, the prospect of our bringing the
enemy to action, brightened every face, as we were coming up with
her fast, and every soul glowed with the approaching honor down to
the meanest boy. Every inch of canvas set that could serve to bring
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us to the glorious issue. Oh! sir, it is not for my feeble pen to describe
the ardor of Columbia’s sons of the waves on this great and solemn
occasion, seated among the engines of death, some at their gambols,
others combing out their hair like Spartan sons of old, their officers
and themselves congenial. At 8, P. M. got within hail of the chace,
hoisted our ensign, and battle lanthorns ranged fore and aft, the
great trumpet in the lee gangway to demand the surrender of his ship.
On viewing our colors he was heard to say in French, “she’s but a
Yankee frigate, and we’ll board him;’ he then commenced a fire from
his stern chases and quarter guns, directed at our rigging and spars,
No parley then being necessary, the commodore sent down his aid
to the officers of division, to direct their shot as much as possible into
the enemy’s hull with two round shot and a round of grape occasion-
ally. No confusion no noise was heard. At last the gallant [Lieu-
tenant Andrew] Sterett got his bow gun to bear, and he played him
well. — We soon got the weather gage of him, and returned the
civility with the candor and integrity that the sons of Colombia will
I hope ever be remarkable for, in defence of their country’s flag. And
now commenced as close and obstinate an action as ever was fought
between two ships of war, and continued until within a few minutes
of 1, A. M. when the enemy’s fire was completely silenced; he then
sheered off and fell into our wake.

This was a moment of expectation; our brave oflicers and men,
flushed with victory, happy in executing the orders of their beloved
commander, who was then trying to trim his shattered sails, that we
might get along side our enemy and reap the fruits of our toil and
courage, when 1t was observed there was not a shroud or stay to sup-
port our main mast, all being shot away and cut to pieces, that
rendered stopping useless — the commodore had the officers and best
men on board to endeavour to secure the mast, but every effort
was in vain; it went over the side in a few minutes, carrying with it
the unfortunate topmen, among whom was Mr. James Jarvis, mid-
shipman, who commanded in the top: he was an amiable young gentle-
man and much regretted by his brother officers, and every person
who knew his mernts. Our mizen topmast being gone before, every
effort was made to clear the wreck of the main mast, which was com-
pleted in a short time. The security of the ship being now the
commodore’s only object, he is standing for Jamaica, being the only
friendly port we can make in our shattered condition, there to repair;
we hope to be in to-morrow. As to the enemy there is not a doubt
of his being sunk. As we had the weather gage, he was completely
hulled, and must have received many shot between wind and water;
he had three ports knocked in one; his bowsprit and fore and main
topmasts carried away, and as he was double manned the carnage
must have been great. They seemed in great distress at quitting us;
their pumps were going, and at 4 o’clock signal guns were heard from
them, and shortly after she disappeared. We have to regret the loss
of 40 brave fellows, killed and wounded in this action; an action
that must forever be recorded to the honor of our brave commander
and the infant navy of the United States. Such an unequal task is
not to be produced in history. A frigate of 38 guns to destroy a
ship of 54 and full of men! To exhibit the greatness of soul displayed
by the brave officers of the ship on this occasion is far above my
ability; suffice to say, they were to a man actuated by the spirit of
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our commodore, whose example would make a coward brave; and
our veterans, both sailors and marines followed the great example of
their leaders. It is not my wish to discriminate, yet I must transgress
in favor of the brave lieut. B. Clinch of marines his corps was raw and
never experienced such a scene; but by his manly deportment, he
made them equal to the bravest for when the enemy had manned
hlS rigging and quarters, to have boarded as & last refuge, the promis-
g [Lieutenant John H.] Dent with his cannonades and Clinches’
bmve marmes so well received them, that they fell back and damned
the cause.’
“P. S. February 8th, This day we arrived safe, and in good health
in Port Royal.”

[LC, “Claypoole’s American Daily Advertiser”, (Phila.), 25 March 1800.)
[1-2 February 1800]

Account of Captain F. M, Pitot, commanding the French Frigate La Vengeance during
her engagement with U. S. Frigate Constellation

[Translation]

Account of the engagement which took place
during the night from the 12th to the 13th
Pluviose [1 Feb.—2 Feb.] between the frigate
La Vengeance commanded by Citizen Pitot
Captain and an enemy frigate.

I set sail from the roadstead of Fleur d’Epée, island of Guadeloupe,
with the frigate La Vengeance on the 11th of this month about one
o’clock in the afternoon. I had felt the necessity of trying out before
starting on the voyage, the rate of sailing of the frigate and above
all of exercising my crew composed in part of foreigners or of new
hands and very weak in Seamen. I made short tacks beating to
windward with the intention of returning to the anchorage in the
evening, if I should encounter enemy forces or else of proceeding on
the course if 1 did not sight anything.

The winds having veered aft about 5 o’clock in the evening I hoped
to be able to pass out to windward of Dominica and I maneuvered
in consequence, but they drew forward in the channel of Marie Galante
and I was obliged to bear away in order to pass between Dominica
and the Saintes. The night favored me, I wanted to get out of sight
of these islands before daybreak and then seek my passage out
between Porto rico and the island of Mona.

We ran therefore to the SW until half past six in the morning and
at that time I gave orders to steer W by N. At a quarter past eight,
we sighted a large ship which was following a southerly course on the
port tack and which I judged to be a strong frigate. I was charged
with a mission and I had been ordered to proceed to france as quickly
as possible. I was besides convinced that the ship I saw was not alone
in those parts and it was important for me to avoid any encounter at
such a short distance from the English possessions and from the
cruising grounds.

I had all sails set I had the ship bear to the SW in order to draw
away from the ship sighted. He imitated my maneuver and being
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in my wake at noon he continued to give me chase. Wherefore being
no longer in doubt as to his hostile intentions, I had everything
prepared for battle, being determined not to attack, but to defend
myself well in case of attack I immediately hoisted the tricolor fia
and pendant and gave orders to bear West. The enemy had hoisted
_ wit ed tail ee at his maln-mast and continued
to give me chase. I had noticed during the morning that his speed ..
was greater than ours However as lomg as it was daylight he di
not gain on us, but at nightfall he came up with us rapidly and at a
quarter past eight being at 15°17’ Lat. North by 66° 4’ Longitude
West of paris he was on our starboard quarter on our weather side
and within half-range. Perceiving that it was impossible to avoid
an engagement I had two guns of my battery placed in the stern and
had several shots fired at the enemy with a view to disabling him.
However he continued to approach while keeping on my quarter.
I then gave orders to bring the ship into the wind and I ordered our
broadside to be fired as we discerned him. My order was carried out
with success after a half hour battle during which our fire was very
violent and that of the enemy was poorly sustained, we carried away
his head sails and his fore-topgallant-sail. He then let himself fall
astern and ceased firing and I proceeded on my course rigging my
studding-sails and crowding on sail being well aware that another
engagement could by damaging me, prevent me from fulfilling my
mission and endanger the frigate in the locality in which we were.
However the enemy had effected very prompt repairs and had again
entered our waters and his superior speed did not permit me to avoid
him. When I perceived him again within half-range I gave orders
to lower the studding sails and the spanker, to clew up my main sail
and steer with the wind astern, every one being at his station and in
the best frame of mind. The enemy crowded us in the same position
as the first time, holding his fire in the hope of sending us his broadside
at close quarters. At 10:10 I altered course to starboard and gave
orders to open fire to which he replied. The engagement was renewed
then within gun-shot and in a most violent manner. At 10%, the enemy,
while subjecting us to a running fire from his battery, from his fore-
castle and quarter decks, and from his waists well supported by a
numerous musketry, all of a sudden bore in on us probably with the
intention of enfilading us from astern or of closing with us; I perceived
his maneuver through the smoke, at once I ordered “Helm a-lee!” while
shouting a warning to prepare for boarding. Our deck was on the
instant covered with our men who were only waiting for the moment
to hurl themselves onto the enemy ship, But intimidated by my
maneuver he himself came again to windward and we were nearl
board and board within pistol range. The enemy rained on us a hail
of grape shot and of grenades to which we replied vigorously with
heavy fire from our battery and from our upper decks. About 11:30
o’clock the enemy attempted a second time to overtake us forward
and to enfilade us, but I rendered his maneuver useless by bearing
away and by showing him my broadside. At that moment his poop
caught on fire. At midnight the enemy fire began to slacken. At
twelve thirty A. M. he altered his course to starboard and drew away
from us by showing us his quarter and ceasing fire. I continued to
cannonade him. The ruined state of my rigging, having neither
slings nor bowlines did not permit me to [follow] him because having
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wanted to come to, my mizen-topsail, which was the only sail remain-
ing, was caught aback and I necessarily remained in the same position,
showing my broadside to the enemy and continuing to fire on him
until he was entirely out of range. Thereupon I ordered the guns
silenced and we noticed that his fore top was on fire, a few moments
later he hoisted and lowered several times lanterns at his yards, ete.
I concluded therefrom that he had anchored and that he was asking
for assistance; but the condition in which we ourselves were deprived
us of all means of communicating with that ship, we could not trim
any of our sails, our rigging was cut up, our main mast was unsteady,
and at the same time 1 was occupied in having a studding-sail set
forward, the main mast fell onto the bow, smashed a part of our
boats got foul of the remainder and carried with it in its fall the fore-
topmast and mizen-topmast. We had at that time 66 inches of water
in the hold from ten to twelve shot at the water line and below the
water line and the water was gaining on every side especially in the
powder megazine. We had necessarily to renounce our desire to
profit by our victory and the more imperious one to give assistance
to our fellow men in order to think about our own safety. We worked
without respite to plug the leaks, to secure what few masts we had
left and at pumping. It took the pumps till about 5 o’clock in the
morning to pump the ship dry with the help of two squads composed
of the generals [and] officers of all ranks both civilian and military
and other citizens passengers on board who continuously drew water
in buckets and wooden bowls and emptied it through the large scuttle;
my crew was engaged in repairing the rigging and in placing the
battery in condition to stand another engagement if necessary.
During that time the enemy had moved away, we had seen his light
until three o’clock in the morning, but at that hour he disappeared
and we have not seen him since.

The ship which we fought is a ship of the line, quite long and very
high in the stern which seemed to us to carry a poop with nettings;
she had two batteries like La Vengeance and st least as many guns
as we. Her caliber was heavy 18 and 12. She had a very numerous
erew and a well-served musketry.

The crew of La Vengeance was seventy-seven men below full
strength, it had been assembled in haste, was not very experienced
especially as regards the working of the ship and was so insufficient
for the duties on the frigate that I had been obliged to station at each
18 [pound] gun two passengers supported by the colonels and majors.
I had besides 35 American passengers [prisoners] on board; they had
asked me to be put in the hold in case of an engagement which I was
not able to refuse them nor had I ought to have done so. However in
spite of all these disadvantages and the fatigue of all my crew which
had spent the two preceding days and nights in continuous work, we
had the good fortune to bring victory to the flag of the Republic.

Everything transpired in the greatest order, the working of the ship
was carried out with precision, the fire was constantly well sustained,
every one gave full proof of zeal and courage, and in general officers,
chief petty officers, gunners, helmsmen, soldiers, sailors and passen-
gers conducted themselves in such manner as to merit the esteem and
praise of all good Frenchmen.

We have to deplore the death in action of 14 men the death of 14
men after [the action] and 40 wounded some of them dangerously,
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I attach hereto the complete list. Citizen Lavaud lieutenant in
command of the battery had his leg broken Citizen Marcleau?]
second lieutenant, had his right arm broken, Citizen Leclainche,
second lieutenant had his left foot crushed. Citizens Boscur Colonel,
Moreau captain of artillery, Aiguier lieutenant of infantry Dussere,
assistant navy paymaster and Lapaire were wounded.

We have on board Citizens Schmitz commander, Benet de la Jaille
C. F. Kieralff, officers of the Batavian navy and fontenille Batavian
infantry officer [all of whom] conducted thamselves very well during
the action.

According to the report of the master gunner, we fired 742 rounds
from our guns and 400 cartridges at the enemy.

Captain in command of the
frigate La Vengeance

F. M. Prror

on Board the frigate La Vengeance the 13th pluviose Year 8 [2nd
February 1800] of the French Republic one and indivisible.

[Ministry of Marine, via American Embassy, Paris, France.}

[1-2 February 1800]

Account of James Howe, an American on board the French frigate La Vengeance
during her action with the U. S. frigate Constellotion; also Captain F. M. Pitot's
certificate concerning James Howe

The readers of the New-York Gazette of yesterday morning were
exclusively informed that the 54 with which the gallant Commodore
Truxton had an engagement, was called the Vengeance, and had ar-
rived at Curracoa, entirely dismasted, with the loss of 100 men
killed, and 60 wounded.

We are this day enabled to give further interesting particulars of
this almost unparalelled action, from the mouth of Mr. James Howe,
who was on board of the Vengeance, before, during, and some days
after the conflict.

Mr. Howe, who is sensible and intelligent, informs us, that the
Vengeance mounted on her gun deck 32 long 18’s, including 2 that
were used as stern chasers—on her quarter 12 36 pound brass car-
ronade, with 4 long 12’s — and on her {orecastle 6 long 12’s — That she
had on board 400 men, including 80 passengers, who all assisted dur-
ing the engagement; besides 36 American Seamen, who were taken
out of the prison at Gaudaloupe to work on board this ship some
weeks before she sailed, and who nobly refused to fight, and said
they considered themselves as prisoners of war, and rather than act
offensively against their country, or any nation at peace with them,
they would DIE BY THE SWORD! They were then ordered below,
where they remained till the firing ceased, as will appear by the sub-
joined Certificate from the Captain of the Vengeance — of which we
have obtained a_translation from the original now in the hands of
Mr. Howe. A similar certificate was given to each of the prisoners,
agreably to promise, on condition that they would exert themselves
in getting the wreck into port, which they effected on the fifth day
after the engagement.
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The Vengeance had 186 bullet holes in her hull above water, some
of the balls having gone through and through. Most of the passen-
gers were killed, and from three to five of the wounded died each day
before she reached port, one of whom was the sailing master.

Capt. Pitot is said to be an old and a brave commander, having lost
8 hand, &e. in former battles. In the present one he had his trumpet
knocked out of his hand by the same ball which took off the arm of a
Lieutenant who was standing near him.

It was the number of passengers, with upwards of a million of
dollars on board, that made the Vengeance unwilling to come to
action. She had been out only 36 hours from Gaudaloupe, and was
bound to Brest.

The particulars of the chace, &c. from Mr. Howe, correspond ex-
actly with those of commodore Truxton, to the Secretary of the Navy.

[TRANSLATION].

1, the undersigned Capilaine de Vaisseau, commanding the frigate
Vengeance, belonging to the French Republic, at present in the har-
bour of Curracosa, Certify, to all whom it may concern, that James
Howe, an American seaman, embarked on board the said frigate, at
Port Liberty, as a passenger, by order of the Agents of the Consuls
at Guadaloupe — and that he continued on board from the Sth
Plupoise to this day. — 1 also certify, that in consequence of a just
demand made by the said James Howe, to me, not to serve in case of
an engagement, he was put below during the combat which this
frigate had from the 12th to the 13th of the present month; that he
remained there throughout the whole of it; and that after the action,
he wrought with all possible zeal and activity in repairing the dam-
ages which this frigate sustained.

In consequence of the services which he rendered on this occasion,
I owe him the justice to request every officer commanding French
ships of war or privateers not to give nor suffer to be given, to the
said James Howe, any hindrance or molestation on his return from
this port to the United States; but on the contrary to render him every
assistance in their power, unless he should be found on board a vessel
armed against France. In testimony whereof I have signed these
presents on board the Vengeance, Curracoa, the 20th Pluvoise, 8th
year, &c. D. M. Prror.

Certified by the Delegate of the Agents of the Consuls
of the French Republic to the windward Islands
Curracoa, 20th, Pluviose, 8th year &c. JOUBERT.

[LC, “Claypoole’s American Daily Advertiser”, (Phila.), 18 March 1800.]

[1-2 February 1800]

Extract of a letter to Thomas Truxtun from Benjamin Stoddert dated Bladens-
burgh, 13th September 1808

“T now send you a letter from R. T. Lownes, Esq. to me on your
subject; he is my brother-in-law, and is & man well known in this
State and elsewhere, to be of the highest respectability. You are at
liberty to make any use of this letter you please.”
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[Enclosure No. 1]

BLADENSBURGH, September 13, 1808.

Drar Sir, The gentleman who commanded the French ship L’ Eole,
which lay so long at Anpapolis, was first ieutenant of the Vengeance,
at the time she was attacked by the Constellation, commanded by Com-
modore Truxtun. This gentleman had on all occasions, the mag-
nanimity to speak in the highest terms of praise of his brave enemy
Truxtun; and declared that the Vengeance struck twice; (I think 1t
was three times) but perceiving that the fire from the Constellation
continued, and concluding that it was the determination of the
enemy to sink them, they renewed the combat from necessity, until,
fortunately for them, the Constellation’s mast went overboard, of
which they took advantage and got off. This generous Frenchman
frequently declared he had never met with an enemy so gallant as
Truxtun, nor one more expert. This tribute from an enemy may be
grateful to Commodore Truxtun, at a time when some of his own
countrymen appear to have forgotten his distinguished services; and
as you are in correspondence with him, I wish you would communi-
cate it to him.

Yours truly,
(Signed) R. T. LownEs.

BENJAMIN STODDERT.

[“The Port Folio”, Vol. I. March 1809 No. 3.}

[Enclosure Na. 2]
[1-2 February 1800}

Extract from the answer of Thomas Truxtun to Benjamin Stoddert

“Nothing was necessary to convince me that the French ship of
war La Vengeance had struck to me, and was my prize, when the
mainmast of the Constellation went over the side, and that she took
advantage of the darkness of the night (the moon having gone down
at about 1 A. M.) and made off, knowing I could not pursue her from
my disabled situation, and the wreck being along side. In the morn-
ing at day-light (having bore up for Jamaica when cleared of the
wreck, knowing 1 could not make in our dismantled situation, a
friendly port to windward) she was not to be seen, the weather being
very hazy, I was of opinion that she had gone down; but her getting
off under those circumstances was nothing uncommon. It was no
more, nor indeed so much, as the escape of the Sania Anna, from
Admiral Nelson’s fleet off Trafalgar, after she had struck, and arriving
safe at Cadiz; because Lord Nelson had look-out ships stationed to
guard his prizes, whereas I was alone, and in a more than crippled
state.

Among my official documents on this occasion which I had the
honour to address to you as Secretary of the Navy under date third
of February, 1800 (which documents I observe are printed in the
British Naval Chronicle Vol. IV, pages 119 to 123) you will find in
the circumstantial account, that f)had no doubt but La Vengeance
was my prize (as the captain of the French 74 L’'Eole has declared)
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at the time my mainmast went over the side. The following are my
own words officially given: ““And thus as close and as sharp an action
as ever was fought between two frigates, commenced and continued
until within a few minutes of I A. M. when the enemy’s fire was com-
pletely silenced, and he was again sheering off. It was at this moment
that I considered him as my prize, and was trinming in the best
manner I eould my much-shattered sails, when I found the mainmast
was totally unsupported by rigging, every shroud being shot away,
and some of them in many places, so as to render stoppers useless,
which, in fact, could not be applied with effect, I then gave orders
for all the men to be sent up from the main gun deck, to endeavor
to secure the mast, in order that we might get alongside of the enemy
again as soon as possible. — But every effort was in vain, for it went
over the side a few minutes after.”

Lieutenant Robertson [Thomas Robinson Jr.], now Captain Robert-
son, who directed several of the carronades on the quarter deck, and
whose station being near my person in this engagement, will remem-
ber that at the time the fire of La Vengeance was silenced, we were
close on her weather quarter, not half pistol-shot off, he observed to
me in these words: “I cannot, sir, bring the carronades to bear.” I
replied to him, Never mind, Robertson, she is all our own, we have
nothing to do but get alongside of her. In a moment after we became
a wreck, and she took advantage of it, after having yielded to our close
and persevered attack of five hours, and after a previous chace of
twelve hours.

Be good enough, Sir, to present my best acknowledgements to your
friend Mr. Lownes, for his obliging communication, which he rightly
judged was very acceptable to my feelings. And it is grateful to find
a foreigner and an enemy able to appreciate, and candid enough to
declare my services.”

{*The Port Folio”, Vol I. March 1809 No. 3.]

[1-2 February 1800]

Address of Captain Thomas Truxtun, U. S. Navy, to officers and crew of U. B.
Prigate Conslellation

“Public thanks, though but a small tribute, is nevertheless justly
due, to seamen and soldiers, who have manifested their zeal, activity,
and bravery so conspicuously, in support of the honor and dignity of
their country’s flag, as the crew of the Constellation, of thirty six guns,
did last evening, in an engagement with a French national Frigate of
fifty-four guns or upwards, (carrying much heavier metal,) in which
the enemy was completely beaten, and would have become their
prize, but the damages sustained in making the first effort to get
along side of her, together with the loss of the mainmast, main-top-
mast, main-topgallantmast, mizen-topmast, and several other spars,
which also went over the side, at the moment of her sheering off,
together with the dismantled state of the ship otherwise, made a
further pursuit impracticable.

“As the commander, therefore, I feel infinite satisfaction in return-
ing my thanks to the officers of every description, seamen, marines,
and others, for the gallantry they displayed on this occasion, which
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under a beneficent Providence, has enabled me to add another laurel
to the American character, on the records of the Navy; and you may
be assured, gentlemen, seamen, and soldiers, that you shall be properly
noticed to the President of the United States, and such of you as have
been unfortunately wounded, and survive, will, no doubt be put on
the pension list, and while their misfortunes I regret, I shall state with
pleasure their just claims to the government, in order that they may
have that protection and care taken of them, which is provided by a
grateful country, for those that the fortune of war has been unkind to.
Tros. TRUxTUN.”
Untrep States’ suip Constellation,
February 2, 1800.

{Naval Chronicle, Vol. 1.]
[1-2 February 1800]

To Captain Thomas Truxtun, U. S. Navy, from the crew of the
U. S. 8. Constellation

To Commodore TruxTUN

Sir The Officers of every description, the Seamen Marines and
every other of the Crew belonging to the United States Ship Constella-
tion cannot suppress their lively feelings at the kind tribute which you
have paid to their respective meritorious Exertions —

They with one Voice proclaim, That under such a Commander
whose Example would have made even Cowardice Brave, they must
have been less than Men, not to have Acted by the same Stimulus of
Valour which they Exhibited in the late Engagement with the French
National Ship of 54 Guns.

They have with sincere regret to lament the loss of some of their
faithful Comrades who fell in the Lap of Victory. The Circumstance
of losing the Prize is a secondary Consideration, which could only
devolve pecuniary Advantages to the Survivors, the Glory and Honour
of the Combat being diffused to the Whole. —

In behalf of Ourselves and the rest of the Ship’s Company

And¥ Sterett 1** Lieut James Morgan Gunner
Bat. Clinch Lieutt Marines Lat. M*Donnald Carpender
Daniel Eldredge Sail# M Abrsham Long Boatswain —
his
Henry Vandyke Mids® DaVid{M};k Kearns Q" Mast®
John M¢Sayle

At Sea 4 February 1800.
[T. Truxtun Hare Col.}

[1-2 February 1800]

A Resolution honoring Captain Thomas Truxtun, U. S. Navy, and Midshipman
James Jarvis, U. S. Navy, of the U. S. Frigate Constellation

[United States Statutes at Large. Sixth Congress. Sess Ij

RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Represeniatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the
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United States be requested to present to Captain Thomas Truxton, a
golden medal, emblematical of the late action between the United
States frigate Constellation, of thirty-eight guns, and the French ship
of war La Vengeance, of fifty-four; in testimony of the high sense enter-
tained by Congress of his gallantry and good conduct in the above
engagement, wherein an example was exhibited by the captain, officers,
sallors, and marines, honourable to the American name, and instructive
to its rising navy.

And it is further resolved, That the conduct of James Jarvis, a mid-
shipman in said frigate, who gloriously preferred certain death to an
abandonment of his post, is deserving of the highest praise, and that
the loss of so promising an officer is a subject of national regret.

Approved, MarcH 29, 1800.
[Statutes II, p. 87.]

[1-2 February 1800]
To Secretary of the Navy from President John Adams

31 MarcH, 1800.

The President of the United States requests the Secretary of the
Navy to take immediate measures for carrying into execution the reso-
lution of Congress of the 29th, for presenting to Capt Thomas Truxton
a gold medal, emblematical of the late action between the United
States frigate Constellation, of thirty-eight guns, and the French ship
of war La Vengeance, of fifty-four, in testimony of the high sense enter-
tained by Congress of his gallantry and good conduct in the above
engagement, wherein an example was exhibited by the Captain, offi-
cers, sailors, and mariners, honorable to the American name and
instructive to its rising navy.

[JoEN ADAMS]

SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

[NDA photostat.]

[1-2 February 1800]
To Captain Thomas Truxtun, U. 8. Navy, from President John Adams

30t NovEMBER 1802.

“Dear Sir, The copy you have done me the honour to present to
me of the Medal voted by Congress, and executed according to my
direction to the Secretary of the Navy, I accept with great pleasure,
not only from a personal regard to the giver, but I esteem every laurel
conferred upon you for the glorious action of the first of February,
1800, as an honour done to our beloved country. From both of those
motives, I have been highly gratified with the honour the gentlemen
of Lloyd’s Coffee House [*] has done themselves in the handsome
acknowledgement they have made of their obligation to you.

I regret that the artist had not completed the Medal in season,
that I might have had the satisfaction of presenting it to an officer
who had so greatly deserved it; and I lament still more that I had not
the power of promoting merit to its just rank in the navy, that of an
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admiral. The council which Themistocles gave to Athens — Pompey
to Rome — Cromwell to England — DeWitt to Holland — and
Colbert to France, I have always given, and shall continue to give to
my countrymen — That as the great questions of commerce hetween
nations and empires must be decided by a military marine, and war
or peace are determined by sea, all reasonable encouragement should
be given to anavy. The trident of Neptune is the sceptre of the world.
With sincere esteem and affection, I have the honour to be,
Sir, your friend and servant,
JouN Apams.”

Commodore TrRUXTUN.

[*This has reference to the silver urn presented to Captain Thomas Truxtun,
U. 8. Navy, in honor of his capturing the French National Frigate L’Insurgente,
while commanding the U. 8. Frigate Constellation, on 9 February 1799. The
following letter is quoted, but the correspondence referred to therein, has not
been located: —

“LoNDON 4t February 1801

Dxar SIr, T have the pleasure of sending you annexed copies of a letter,
which I sometime ago received from the Master of Lloyds Coffee House,
and my answer: the piece of Plate [made by John Robins, Plateworker, of
13 Clerkenwell Green, in 1800, who was apprenticed in 1763, became a
Freeman of the Goldsmiths’ Company in 1771, and registered his mark
at the Assay Office at Goldsmiths Hall in 1774.] referred to in this Corre-
spondence, will be delivered to the particular care of the Master of the
Ship Two Friends, which will sail in a day or two for New York.

As no one has been more persuaded of the importance of our little Navy,
nor more gratified by its conduct, in every instance in which ite gallantry
has had opportunity to shew itself, I beg you to be assured, that no person
could receive greater satisfaction than I do in transmitting to you this
suffrage in its favour, from a Nation, familiar with naval talents, and
capable of appreciating the merit it so honourably applauds.

With great Respect and Esteem,

I bave the honor to be,
Dear Sir,
Your obedient and faithful servant
Rufus King
U. 8. Minister lo London, England
To Captain TrHOMAS TrUXTON, U. S. Navy.

NB The communieation from the Merchants and Underwriters of
Lloyd’s, directed to him, they eaused to be inscribed on the urn.

This urn is at present in the possession of Mrs. Truxtun Beale of Washington,
D. C., who has permitted this office to photograph it, and to copy the inscription
thereon, as follows:

“Presented by the Underwriters, and Merchants, at Lloyds Coffee House
in London, to Captain Thomas Truxtun, of the American Frigate Conastel-
lation, as a mark of their Sense of his Services, and Admiration of his
Gallant Conduct, in taking the Insurgente French Frigate of 44 Guns in the
West Indies in Febr 1799.”)

[“The Port Folio”, Vol. 1. March 1809 No. 3.]

[1-2 February 1800]

John R. Fenwick's certification of Declaration made by John Reese reference
injury of Seth Hibbard

WasHINGTON Novem® 24% 1809
I do hereby certify that the following is & Declaration made by
John Reese in the case of Seth Hibbard — who claims a Pension from
the United States for an Injury received in their Service whilst doing
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duty as a Soldier — the said Reese states that Hibbard was & marine
on board the Constellation Frigate Comodore Truxton Commander
that on the 1° of February 1799 [1800] — in an Action with the
French Frigate Le Vengeance the main mast of the Constellation being
shot away Hibbard received his wound in the Back occasioned by the
Fall of said Mast — that he lay on the Deck the whole night — & that
he assisted him the next morning to his Hamock, where he was con-
fined a considerable time, that he always after complained of violent
pain & appeared to be so much affected that he at times was scarcely
able to assist himself.
Jouxn R. FEnwick
Capt. U. §. Marines

[VA. Navy Inv. 737.]

To Secretary of the Navy, from Captain Alexander Murray, U. S. Navy

U: S. Frigate Insurgent
St Kirrs 1% Feb¥ 1800 —
Be~s® StoppERT Esq?

Sir I have just arrived here after a Sho[r]t Cruise of a fortnight,
since I left ¥nglish Harbour, mostly to windward of Deserada, &
retook one American Schooner [Aurora] & the Prize Brig Conguest of
Italy, an American Ship from Liverpool blown off the Coast & bound
to Norfolk

I yesterday fell in with the Constellation under the lee of Guada-
loupe by whom I received your favor of the 12** of Novem' & shall
sail tomorrow to comply with your wishes, Cap! Truxton thinks it
will be best to keep the Brig along — with me as she is well Mann’d
& every way fitted for a Cruiser, & sails remarkably fast.

As I expect to be in New York by the time this will reach you, I do
not think it necessary to trespass further upon you & shall not lose a
moment but endeavour to be there in all this Month.

With great respect

I am
Sir
Your Most Obed!
Hum? Servt

[NDA. A. Murray’s LB, 1799-1805.]

To Captain Thomas Truxtun, U. 8. Navy, from Captain Alexander Murray,
U. 8. Navy

U: 8. Frigate Insurgente
St KirTs 1%° Feb¥ 1800

Dr Sir I arrived here the evening I left you and received both your
esteem’d favors, I shall attend particularly to the route you have
been so kind as to assign to my trust, & be at Kingston without
delay, tomorrow I shall sail from hence.

I very much approve of the Arrangements you have made with
your Squadron, but in despite of all our Vigilance, the Enemy will
continue to trespass upon our commerce. in addition to your plan,
I would advise you to order one of your small vessels, to hover close
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about Pette terre where they may anchor without fear, & be ready
at a moment to dash out whenever they see a Vessel. another eh-
gible place is near Antigua Point, the N E part of Grandeterre, but
the Major part of the Privateers, Cruise far to windward from the
Longit? of 50° to 59 Degrees in the range from latit? 17°, 13’ to
14°. 30’ & they can seldom be taken by our large Frigates unless
by chance they are discover’d to leeward. they lie there generally
with all sails handed, till they see their prey, & are readily decoy’d by
brigs, or schooners latterly we have found the small fry of Privateers
take their stations under the lee of the Islands, Viz' Martinico,
Dominico & Guadaloupe, in fact their art & ingenuity puzzles the
imagination, for one would suppose the Vast number of our Cruisers,
as well as those of the British would discourage them, but the fact
is not so, they bid us defiance & feed themselves very handsomely
at our expence for they are like Hydra’s heads & multiply daily.

Your superior judgment, will give you a better insight imto the
eligibility of checking their depredations, but the most effectual
method would be to delay any further exchange of Prisoners till they
had paid off old scores, did not humanity call forth our feelings for
those now in Captivity, for I fear such a plan would irritate & be a
mean of severe treatment to those in their power for we are not to
expect, Liaw or Justice on their part.

Wishing health happiness, honor & success

I am very truel
Your most Obed? H® St

[NDA. A. Murray’s LB, 1799-1805.]

To Lieutenant James P. Watson, U. S. Navy, from Captain Alexander Murray,
U. 5. Navy

U: S. Frigate Insurgente
St Kirrs 1% FebY 1800

M* Warson

Sir In consequence of an application from & number of the
American Captains now here I have consented that you take them
under your convoy, and see them through the Samberaro Passage, &
cleverly out of sight of the Islands, keeping them with you till the
approach of evening, so that they may have a good run oft before day
light, after which you may run down the North side of Porto Rico, &
so through the Mona Passage & join me at Kingston as scon as you
can, should you in your tract, take any thing, vou may send them to
the nearest Port, if bound to the West Indies or if their Cargoes will
suit at Jamaica, you can send them there, but if bound to America,
you must send them on to their destination, & if not inconvenient to
the Owners thereof, I would recommend sending them to Phila* to
M* Will® Miller agent for the Insurgente, I leave all these queries pretty
much to your discression

& am

With regard
your most Obed?

[NDA. A. Murray’s LB, 1799-1805.)
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To Secretary of State from William Smith, U. S. Minister, Lisbon, Portugal

(Private)
Lissow, Feb. 1. 1800.

DEear Sir Since my last we have rec? the very afflicting acc! of the
death of our beloved fellow Citizen, Washington, the great & good
whose memory must be ever dear to Am* — you who knew him so
particu¥ must feel his death with uncommon anguish & I most sinc¥
condole with you. — Please to enclose & frank the letter to M* Izard
which is of importance. —

Yesterday I heard from Spain that the Frig. U. S. after much bad
weather had landed the Envoys at Corunna, from whence they’ll
proceed by land to Paris. Ad! Duckworth, just arriv’d here reports
that he spoke the Frigate the 18t or 20 Ult. off Corunna, after
leaving it, & that she had suffer’d much by storms: I hope in my
next to send you & more particular report, which I have applied for. —
The Frigate sailed from Lisbon 22¢ Deer —

The letter of Bonaparte to the K. of G.-B. was intended to have a
double effect, one in France — the other in Eng?® — it will fail in the
latter; the answer of L. Grenville will soon be confirm’d if we may
judge from some of the late Paris gazettes, for it appears there 1s
already a project of bresking the constitution, by setting aside the
members named to the Legis. Body & Tribunate & naming a new
Sett, to be approvd by the people. —

Since writing the above 1 am inform’d that Ad. D[uckworth]. fell in
with the U. S. the 21 Jan? off Corunna, her topmasts struck, had been
obliged from the violence of the weather to put into a Bay between
Ferrol & C. where she was near being lost, that she had lost two
Anchors & Cables in said bay — and had no commun® with the shore
but thru the means of a fishing boat & had thus landed the Envoys. —
We have no late intellig? of any moment — The Paris papers to the 12
Ult. contain complaints of the composition of the Leg. Body &
Tribunate & hints that the new gov! can’t go on without some change.
The Royaslists were encreasing in power & numbers; they are now
regul? supp? by Enge? —

With great reg? Y* obt Serv?

WliLLiam] S[mrra]

It is remark? that the new Monarch of France is a Corsican & the
Chief of oppos? in the Tribunate a Swiss; it seams these Swiss are to be
the torments of all govt®

[SDA. Disp., Lisbon, Bk. 5, 1797-1801.]

To Master Commandant David Jevlgett, U. S. Navy, from Secretary of the
avy
[PHILADELPHIA]
N Dept 1 Feb¥ 1800
Cap! Davip JewIiTr
Norwich
Sir, I am honored with your letter of the 27 ins. I am sorry it is
not more explicit as to the time you will be ready to sail. I have not
heard from M*® Howland.
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I request you will inform me at least twice every week of the state
of your preparations. After you are ready for sea, if you are then to
walt for Instructions until you can inform me, a Fortnight will be lost,
with all your Crew on board.

It will be necessary that you should touch at New York, to take
under convoy, some vessels at that place. As soon as you are ready
therefore, if you should not have other orders on the subject, you will
repair with the ship to New York, where you shall receive your
Instructions for a cruise. Your destination will I believe be St
Domingo

I have the honor &

[NDA, OSW, Vol. 3, 1799-180%.]

To Master Commandant Cyrus Talbot, U. S. Navy, from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Dep* 1 Feb¥ 1800
Cyrus TaLBort Esquire
Dighton Massa —

S1r I do myself the honor to enclose your Comm?® as a Master Com-
mandant “to take rank from the 21st day of May 1799"". —

You will be pleased to return the cominission, you first received.

I have the honor to be &°¢

[NDA. OSW, Vol. 3, 1799.]

To Mr. Foster (presumably Hon. Dwight Foster, U. S. Senate) from
Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPEIA]
' Navy Department 1% Feb¥ 1800
M- FosTeR
in Congress

The Secretary of the Navy informs M® Foster that he is about to
send Mf Humphreys to the Eastward to view and make report on, the
situations recommended as proper for constructing Docks for the use
of the Navy — and as the Secretary has no correspondent in Provi-
dence, he will thank M’ Foster to name a person there or in its neigh-
bourhood to whom he may write to assist Mf Humphreys in his
operations relative to the place contemplated on Providence River.
The Secretary will also be obliged to M* Foster to write to the person
whom he may recommend the more certainly to engage his coopera-
tion. —

[Similar letter written to Hon. John Brown, Member of Congress, on 1 Febru-
ary 1800.]

[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

Extract from journal of the U. 8. Frigate Constitution, Captain Silas Talbot, U. 8,
Navy, commanding, Saturday, 1 February 1800

Moderate breezes and cloudy, employd working to windward
between Cape francois and Monte a christo made and shortned sail
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as nessasary to work to windw?¢ @ 8 In the evening the Monte bore S
by W 3 or 4 leagues Wind @ SE by S Gen! Green in Comp?

At 12 Midnight moderate breezes from SE saw the Monte SSW
Six or seven leagues. (@ daylight wind variable from E by S tackd in
towards the land. @ 7 the wind vore round to the southward tackd
to the Eastward, employd as nessasary, Sailmakers employ’d repair-
ing a Foretopsail. Carpenters employd as nessasary. @ 12 Mered-
ian Isabella Point bore SE 5 or 6 leagues Monte a christo SW by W.
10 or 11 leagues Parted company with the General Green

Latitude Observed 20° 16’ N.

[NYHS, NHS]

Extract from log book of Sailing Master Jogseph Whitmore, U. §. Navy, of U. §.
Ship Warren, Master Commandant Timothy Newmen, U. 8. Navy, commanding,
Saturday, 1 February 1800

[In harbor of Havana] Moderate Breezes and Pleasant People
Employd on Sundry parts of Ship Duty Delivered to the U S Brig
Norfolk 5 bbl Beef 5 bbls Pork 3 Hogs® Bread 2 Boxes Fish 1 Furkin
Butter 2 Cask Cheese 1 Box Candles 1% Gall Lamp Oyl — Paint Oyl
Twine Cord 1 Bbl Tar

Arrived here an American Brig Librated Will® Stanwood. Joseph
Curtis & E Barry from Iron

{HS of Old Newbury, Mass. NDA photostat.]

Extract from journal of the U. 8. Frigate Constitution, Captain Silas Talbot, U. B.
Navy, commanding, Sunday, 2 February 1800

Moderate breezes and clear weather. In chace to the SW @ 1
shortn’d sail and boarded the chace an american Schooner from Cape
francois said to be bound to Philadelphia which Appears to agress
the Navigation act — Sent two officers and 8 men to Navigate her
to America with orders to proceed to Newyork and there deliver her
in charge of George Talbot Esqt who is appointed acting Navy Agent
at that place

Rec? 8 men from this Schooner and sent 2 french prisoners in the
schooner who have been borne on the Ships books from the 16** of
Sept 99. @ 8 filld and parted company with the Schooner Cape
francois SW by W ¥ W 3 or 4 leagues. Wore and Tack’'d as nes-
sasary during the night to keep clear of the land. @ daylight Saw
the Cape Sby W 8 or 9 leagues made sail to the ENE @ 10 Assembled
the ships company and perform’d divine Service. @ 12 Moderate
breezes from SE Monte a christo SE by 5 10 or 11 leagues

Latitude observed 20° 26’ N

(NYHS, NHS]

Extract from journal of U. S. Schooner Experimen!, Lieutenant William Maley,
U. S. Navy, commanding, 2 February 1800

Captured the Sloop from Auxcayes to Jacqumell put a prize Master
& seven Men on Board. —

NDA. NO, Vol. 1.]
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Extract from journal of Lieutenant John Mullowny, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S.
Bhip Ganges 2 February 1800

Arrived the American brig [space] Capt. [space] prise to a Spanish
privateer taken off the East End of Jamaica.
INA]

Result of court martial of Captain Barreaut, late commander of the French
National Frigate L'Insurgente captured by the U, §. Frigate Constellation

BosTon, Feb. 3. [1800]

. Citizen Barreau, who commanded L’Insurgente frigate, captured
in the West-Indies by the American frigate Constellation, has been
tried at I’Orient, by a Court-Martial; and, after an investigation of 9
days, acquitted.

[LC, “Newport Mercury” (R. 1.), 11 February, 1800.]

[38 February 1800]
To Secretary of State, from Turrell Tufts, U. S. Consul, Paramaribo

Sir, I will just give you a sketch of the situation of this Trade —
the details of which I have transmitted to Capt Rodgers of the
Maryland to forward in one of the fleet he convoys.

Victor Hugues has arrived at Cayenne — left France with 2 Frigates,
2 Brigs & 2 Corvettes — & it is said with 600 Troops — all of w°* but
one of the Frigates had arrived 25 days since — Accounts of which
were brought in by the return of a Cartel to Cayenne. He is able to
scour the Coast: and should any of the Brest Fleet escape out — as
has been reported — they are undoubtedly destined & will make this
Coast a very interesting scene. — Not a Ship has arrived from Eng-
land, excepting one & which went away. We imagine, no force can
be spared from Martinique, as Jeannet has arrived at Guadaloupe in
force, & caused apprehensions.

In consequence of these events, the British Officers are perfectly
aceommodating to us — in regard to landing & taking away — if we
will submit to a demanded douceur of 5 per Cent: — Instead of bringing
provisions &° for this Colony, British Vessells have had scarcely any
other employment — than taking it away to their Island: — The
absurd policy of the Captors toward the Captured — particular
events, & the present state of trade, have brought the parties to a
state of wrangling — and should the Batavian Flag appear, I should
not be surprised to see it in place of the one that now waves. — The
necessity of admitting our intercourse on more liberal terms every
moment impresses the minds of the Gov? & Governed; and tho’ mor-
tifying in the extreme, will have its effect. — In respect to the pro-
tection of it — I have had but one opinion — that is to withdraw all
protection from it. This i1s fact — if the present protection is not
withdrawn or increased to Hugher force — we shall loose the Mary-
land — and the trade also. Should the French desist from Plunder-
ing — this whole trade will probably be in our hands — unless the
Brest Fleet is divided or destroyed — the Events in Europe will ma-
terially effect this trade. It is therefore essential only to inform you
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of the feelings of the people — and of the arrival of Hugues, to enable
you to judge of the propriety of abandoning the trade to its fortune
or not.

You Sir will be pleased to excuse the incorrectness of this Letter we®
I have scrawled in haste deeming it of importance to send a duplicate
statement of our situation. Capt Rodgers will have from this port
under his Convoy 10 or 12 Vessels having on board about 1200 Hhds
Mel* & 700 Hhds Sugar.

I am Sir with highest respect

Your most humble servant
T Turrs Consul
Paramariso Feb? 3, 1800

[SDA. Paramaribo, Vol. 1, CL, 1799-1834.]

To Stephen Higginson & Company, Navy Agents, Boston, Mass., from Secretary
of the Navy
[PHILADELPHIA]

Narvy Department 3¢ February 1800. —
Mess™ StepHEN Hicainson & C¢

GENTLEMEN This will be presented to you by Joshua Humphreys
Esq® principal Naval Constructor of the United States, who goes to
your place for the purpose of examining and reportin% on situations
in its vicinity which have been or may be deemed eligible for the
Construction of Docks for the use of the Navy of the United States,
and also for a permanent Navy Yard for building Ships of War —

I have therefore to request that you will be pleased to afford every
assistance in your power to promote and facilitate his views, and
personally 1 take the liberty to recommend him to your civilities, —

T am &° &¢

[Similar letters addressed to Navy Agents at Newport, R. I., New London,
Conn., and Portsmouth, N. H.]

[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

To John Randolph (junior), of Roanoke, Va., from Secretaries of War and
the Navy
[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 3¢ Febr? 1800

JouN Ranporpr Junt Esqr

Sir The President of the United States having directed us to
institute an enquiry into the conduct of Officers of the Army or Navy,
in relation to the 1nsult complained of by you in your letter to him
of the 11th January, We have the honor to request that you will
be pleased to furnish us with a statement of the particulars of the
insult,[*] the names of the Officers implicated and the names of such
witnesses as you deem material to be examined — We have the honor
to be

Sir Yr obt Servt

Sign? James M¢HENRY
Benx StopperT

[*For an account of this incident see “John Randolph of Roanoke” by William
Cabell Bruee, volume 1, pp. 158 to 162.]

{NDA. Con. LB, Vol. 1.}
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Extract from Captain Thomas Truxtun’s journal, U. 8. Frigate Constellation, Monday,
8 February 1800

Pleasant breezes and clear weather. Employed in refitting the
ship and prepareing to make more Sail.
at half past 11 A M. saw a schooner bearing down — Exchanged
signals with her and found it was the Enlerprize United States
Schooner — that I dispatched on the 25% Ult for Curracoa. Made
the signal for him to speak me which was obeyed.
Porto Rica at Noon Bore North 15 or 16 Leagues Distance. —
Longitude Account 65°.00° W.
Latitude Observed 17°.20" N.

[HS of Pa. NDA photostat.)

Extract from log book of Sailing Master Joseph Whitmore, U. S. Navy, of U. S.
Ship Warren Master Commandant Timothy Newman, U. 5. Navy, commanding,
Monday, 3 February 1800

[In harbor of Havana] Fresh Breezes and Cloudy from the N W
All Hands Employd on Sundry parts of Ships Duty Clearing the
Hold for Receiving Water put Feet Irons on the Prisoner James
Leonard for Striking James Runlet with his Irons and Threatning
other Abuse

[HS of Old Newbury, Mass., NDA photostat.]

[4 February 1800]

To Secretary of State from Edward Stevens, U. 8. Consul General at
St. Domingoe

Car Francors Feb? 13t 1800. —

Dear Sir I have the Honor of enclosing you Copy of a Letter which
I have, this Day, received from Cap! W* Maley, Commander of the
U. States armed Schooner Erperiment together with a Copy of my
last to Cap* Talbot

The Schooner {Amphitheatre] which was captured by the Experiment,
arrived in this Harbour Today. She was taken on the 4% & was dis-
patched by Capt Maley on the 7! Inst. He has also taken a Sloop & a
Barge, under french Colours, carrying Troops from Aux Cayes to
Jackmel. The Sloop was dismantled & Sunk; & the Barge, (after being
disarmed,) was given to the Prisoners, who became so numerous on
board of the Erpertment that Cap' Maley did not deem it safe or
prudent to keep them any longer. By several Papers found on board
of these Vessels it appears, that Rigaud has given positive orders to
evacuate Jackmel, & withdraw his Forces to Benet. It is, therefore,
probable that, by this Time, that District has surrender’d to Gen!
Toussaint.

1f the Schooner Amphitheatre is tried by the Tribunal at the Cape she
will be condemned without Hesitation, as the Fact of her coming from
Jackmel can be clearly proved. But as I am ignorant whether the
Ships of War of the U. States are authorized or not to capture neutral
Vessels, even ‘tho’ engaged in an illict Trade, & do not know whether
it comes within my Provinee to take Cognizance of any kind of Cap-
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tures, I have sent the Papers of this Vessel to Cap! Talbot. I shall
wait his Decision, and be guided by his Advice. — I must, however,
repeat my Wish, Sir, that you would be good enough to instruct me
how to act in similar Cases, in future. —

The political State of this Colony is approaching rapidly towards a
very important Crisis. KEven the nominal Power of the Agent
[Rigaud} & his Adherents is now nearly annihilated. The flying Artil-
lery which has cost near half a Million of Dollars, & which was to have
laid the flourishing Colony of Jamaica in Blood & Ashes, is disbanded.
The Command of the Treasury & a control of the civil as well as
military Departments has been openly assumed by the Gen! in Chief
& his subordinate Officers. Every Thing announces a speedy Dissolu-
tion of those Ties, which once connected this important Colony with
the Mother Country. —

While I was uncertain of the real Intentions of Tousaint, I was loth
to say any Thing to you about them. Now that I think I know them,
it is my Duty to announce them to you. He is taking his measures
slowly but securely. All connection with France will soon be broken
off. If he is not disturbed he will preserve appearances a little longer.
But as soon as France interferes with this colony he will throw off the
mask, and declare it independent.[*] Of this very interesting Business
I shall have the Honor of writing you at full Length by the first safe
Conveyance. —

I remain with great Respect & Esteem

D Sir
Your most obed* hum* Serv?
Epwarp StevENns

The Hon* TiMoreY PIicKERING

&t — &Y — &

P. S. I must beg you to inform me whether it will be consistent w®
the Presidents Intentions to suffer Vessels to go to Jackamel or any
of the other Ports of the South that may successively fall into the
Hands of Gen! T. If he should permit it some Arrangements must
be made with the British to prevent them from interrupting our
Commerce. — B S

[* From “While I was” to “independent’ is in code in the original, the words
being written above the code numbers.}
[BDA. CL, Cape Haitien, Vol. 2, 1799-1800.]

[Enclosure]

[4 February 1800]

To Captain Silas Talbot, U. 8. Navy, from Edward Stevens, U. 8. Consul
General at 8¢t. Domingo

CAr FraNco1s Feb¥ 13 1800. —

Sir 1 beg Leave to enclose you a Copy of a Letter I have received
from Cap! W® Maley of the U. States armed Schooner Erperiment,
together with one addressed to yourself. The Vessel [Schooner
Amphitheatre] he has captured is now in this Harbour. I enclose you
all the Papers that were found on board of her. After perusing them
you will be able to determine what ought to be done with her, &
whether she should be tried here, or sent to America. As soon as I
know your Wish it shall be complied with. Until I hear from you no
steps shall be taken respecting her. —
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Your last Favor has been handed me. I shall have the Honor of
answering it when you send in your Boat. — With great Respect 1
remain

Sir

Your most obed! Servt
Epwarp STEVENS.
S. Tausor Esq®
&€ — &% — &
[SDA, CL, Cape Haitien, Vol. 2, 1799-1%00.)

[4 February 1800)

Statement of Midshipman Thomas Gordon, U. 8. Navy, concerning Lieutenant
William Maley, U. S. Navy

Thomas Gordon Midshipman on board the armed Schooner Experi-
ment commanded by William Maley being duly sworn on his oath
says, that on the fourth day of february last off the harbour of Benet
in the Tsland of St Domingo about eleven OClock in the evening the
said Schooner discovered a strange sail bearing towards her, that Cap-
tein Maley thereupon ordered the Bow Gun to be cleared in order to
give her a Shot, Upon her approach nearly within Gun Shot of the
Schooner aforesaid Captain Maley finding that she proved a larger
vessel than was at first suspected ordered every thing to be made
ready for action, that when she came within musket shot Captain
Maley ordered the Bow Gun to be fired, that the Bow Gun was accord-
ingly fired and that the strange vessel returned the fire with a volley
of Musketry and (as the deponent & others supposed from the report)
two four pounders, that Captain Maley immediately ordered a
Broadside but on examination it was found that but three or four of
the Experiment’s Guns were ready for Action and but six or eight
men could be found at their Quarters, that Captain Maley with the
Assistance of one of the Carpenter’s Crew (Philip Emerick) fired the
aftermost Gun on the quarter Deck twice, repeatedly giving orders
that the other Guns should be fired, that in the whole about five or
six Guns were fired, that Captain Maley finding things were not in
readiness for action and that his orders were not obeyed ordered his
vessel to be hove about and to bear away from the enemy, that as the
Experiment made sail from the enemy every thing was prepared for
action in case she should be followed by the Enemy of which the
deponent informed Captain Maley, the deponent during these trans-
actions acting as the aid of Captain Maley, that Captain Maley said
he would not fire another Gun until David Porter the first Licutenant
and Shubel Downs Sailing Master who with a number of Men were
on board two prizes which had been recently captured by the Erpert-
ment & were at that time within three miles of her, that the strange
sail did not pursue the Experiment and the deponent was then ordered
to go on board the prize Schooner Amphitrite in the room of Lieutenant
Porter and to request him to go on board the Experiment & also to hail
the other prize & make a similar request of the Sailing Master Shubel
Downs which orders the deponent complied [with] and the said Porter
& Downs going on board the Experiment the deponent remained in the
Amlphitrite & knows nothing of any subsequent events — that Captain
Maley appeared to the Deponent to act with great courage & good con-
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duct on the occasion and in no wise agitated except at the circumstance
of his Orders not being obeyed, and that the deponent has never seen
in Captain Maley the least appearance of Cowardice, but directly the
contrary on every occasion, — that the deponent well knows orders
were always given by Captain Maley to have the powder horns
cartridges and Matches in their proper places on Deck every night, but
those orders were not obeyed on the night of the above Action, that
orders were also given to the Captain of each Gun to report to the
Officer of the Watch on Deck each night that the Gun was in order &
also to see that it was so but on this occasion the guns were several of
them out of order in the way above mentioned.
Tros. Gorpon
Sworn & Subscribed before me
M! HiLrggas
26% July 1800.

[NDA. NO, Vol. 1.}
[4 February 1800]

Statement of Thomas Tickner, boatswain, in U. 8. Schooner Experiment

Thomas Tickner Boatswain of the Schooner Ezperiment commanded
by William Maley being duly sworn on his oath says, that he was on
board in the capacity aforesaid off the port of Benet in the Island of
St. Domingo on the evening of the fourth day of febr? last when a
strange sall hove in sight, that at this time a considerable part of the
Officers and Crew were not on board the Ezperiment having been sent
on board of prizes which had been previously captured by her and
there were upwards of forty prisoners on board the Ezrperiment in
Irons, that the deponent being asleep below was awakened and
ordered on Deck to call all hands to quarters which this deponent
accordingly did, that Captain Maley called out to loose the flying
Gib, on which the deponent called out for some person to come and
do it but no one offering to come forward the deponent did it himself,
that Captain Maley then ordered the bow gun to be cleared & fired
to bring the strange sail to, which was done, that as the deponent
came in from the flying Gib boom the strange sail returned the fire
with a volley of Musketry and some great Guns, that the Captain
repeated the call of all hands to stand to their Quarters, that the
deponent observed there were no men at the Bow Gun on which he
ran to it and on the order of Capt. Maley fired it that the Experiment
then hove about that the deponent then loaded the Bow Gun and
ordered the men to run it out but one of them was immediately
wounded, that the peak of the enemy’s mainsail dropped and a sound
was then heard by the deponent which he thought to be a hale from
her, that he informed Captain Maley that the enemy hailed and some
of the people of the Erperiment said they were calling for Quarter on
which Captain Maley gave Orders to cease firing, that the enemy
however returned another volley of great Guns & small arms and
stood in for land, that Captain Maley then gave orders to about
ship but as the deponent gelieves through the misconduct of the
officers and people the Schooner mis[s]tayed, that Captain Maley
then ordered to bear up after his prizes to get his other officers and
people on board and he would then pursue her, that during the whole
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of these Transactions Captain Maley behaved with the greatest
courage and intrepidity and was very much enraged at the miscon-
duct of the people and officers calling them cowards and reproaching
them for the loss of the vessel, that before the officers and people
could be got on board from the prizes the enemy got into the harbour
of Benet, that the deponent heard Nathan Sheredin Lieutenant of
Marines say that if ever he caught that [two words illegible] Maley
glil shore he would make him beg his pardon, for what he had said of

m.

Tromas TICKNER
Sworn & Subscribed before me
M! HiLLEGAs
26 July 1800

[NDA. NO, Vol. 1.]
[4 February 1800]

Statement of George Diggs, Quarter-Master, in U. 8. Schooner Experiment

George Diggs a free man of Color a quarter Master on board the
armed Schooner Erperiment commanded by Captain William Maley
being sworn on his oath says that between ten and eleven OClock
of the evening of the fourth of february last a sail hove in sight, that
Captain Maley ordered all hands to their quarters and the bow gun
to be cleared and fired, that the firing of the Bow Gun of the Experi-
ment was followed by a volley of small arms and Cannon from the
enemy, that Capt. Maley then ordered sll hands to quarters for a
broadside telling them to take good aim so as to strike her hull if
possible and not overshoot her, that as many Guns as were manned
were fired but that several Guns were not manned owing to the men
being on board the prizes which had been captured by the Experiment,
that three powder horns were wanting which the deponent found and
handed out of the Skylight abaft, that Philip Emerick the Carpen-
ters Mate went to the aftermost gun where he belonged but having
no one to assist him Captain Maley with his left arm elevated the
gun & told Emerick to clap the mateh to her which he did & she went
off, that the fire of the Erperiment was returned by a volley of Mus-
ketry & Cannon from the enemy, that it being a clear moonlight night
the deponent saw Joshua Blake the second Lieutenant immediately
as the enemy fired lay down on his belly between the two after guns
behind the Shot Locker, that when the firing ceased he got up, that
there was a report on board that the enemy called for quarter on
which Captain Maley ordered the firing to cease that Captain Maley
ordered the Experiment to heave about, but thro’ the misconduct
as the deponent believes of the other officers that the vessel mis|s)tayed,
that Captain Maley then gave orders for bearing away for the prizes
to get our people on board & then pursue the enemy but she made her
Escape & got into Benet — That Captain Maley acted as bravely
as any man could do in his situation & the deponent never saw him
behave otherwise.

George X Diaags
his Mark

Sworn before me
M! HiLLEGAS }July 26% 1800

[NDA. NO, Vol. 1.]
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{4 February 1800}

Statement of Carpenter’s Mate Philip Emerich, U. §. Navy

Philip Emerich Carpenters Mate on board the Armed Schooner
Experiment commanded by Captain William Maley that on or about
the fourth day of Feb” last the Experiment about one OClock in the
evening hove in sight of a strange sail on which the boatswain as the
deponent supposes by the Captains orders called all hands to quarters,
that the deponent was below it not being his Watch and on hearing
the call came on Deck, that the deponent was ordered and immediately
went to his Gun the aftermost of all, that no one who belonged to that
Gun was on board but the deponent & he could not himself get it to
bear, that Captain Maley told him to fire & on his telling him he could
not get it to bear Captain Maley being lamed [in] his right hand which
was n a Sling took hold of the Gun with his left and elevated 1t and
told the deponent to fire which he did, that after the Gun was fired
the deponent felt some thing against his foot and looking round saw
Joshua Blake the Second Lieutenant lying flat on his belly below the
Shot locker between the two after Guns, that when the firing had
ceased said Blake jumped up and asked Captain Maley what he should
do that he had no one to assist him, that Captain Maley then ordered
the Schooner to bear down for the prize that we might get our people
on board, which was done but the enemy bore away and got into the
harbour of Benet, that Captain Maley acted with as much bravery
and courage as any man could do in his situation as this deponent
verily and truly believes.

Puruie EMmericH

Sworn & Subscribed before me

M! HiLLEGAS
26 July 1800

[NDA. NO, Vol. 1.]

[4 February 1800]

Statement of Ordinary Seaman George Weaver, in U. 8. Schooner Experiment

George Weaver ordinary Seaman on board the Armed Schooner
Ezperiment commanded by William Maley being duly sworn on his
oath says that he was on board said vessel during her action with a
french Schooner near the harbour of Benet in february last, that it was
about eleven OClock when she hove in sight — on which Captain
Maley ordered all hands to be called to quarters, he then ordered the
Bow Gun & the one next to her to be cleared away & the Bow Gun
fired, that when the Bow Gun of the Experiment was fired the Schooner
returned a volley small arms & a large Gun, that Captain Maley
instantly ordered all the Guns to be cleared to give the enemy a
broadside, that he called out to take our time, take good aim & be
sure not to overshoot her, that the deponent saw Captain Maley
assisting the Carpenters Mate at the aftermost Gun, that the deponent
was at the Gun next to the aftermost and Lieutenant Blake was there
also that the deponent went further aft for a match & on his return
Lieutenant Blake ordered the deponent to fire, that the deponent
asked him if he had elevated the gun to which he answered yes fire!
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and laid himself down very close to the Deck between the two guns
& behind the Shot Locker, that after the deponent had fired said Gun
no one was ab the Gun but himself Mr Blake still lying beside her and
not offering to hand the deponent a wad tho’ he asked him & they
laid beside him or to give him any Assistance in loading, that about
this time somebody called out to Captain Maley that the enemy hailed,
that Captain Maley then hailed the Enemy but she bore from the
FEzrperiment after giving one more fire, that the Erperiment was then
ordered about but mistaid [misstayed], that Captain Maley then
ordered the Experiment to bear off for the prizes to get the remainder
of her men. — that as far as the deponent could observe Captain
Maley behaved with great courage on the occasion.
GEORGE WEAVER
Sworn & Subseribed before me
Mi HiLLeGAs
26 July 1800

[NDA. NO, Vol. 1.}

[4 February 1800]

To William Vans Murray, Envoy Extracrdinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the
United States to France, from Secretary of State

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Washington 16*® June 1800
WiLriam V. Murray Esq?

Sir, The ship Mary, belonging to M* Jeremiah Yellott of Baltimore,
and whereof Isaac Phillips was master, was captured on the 4*®
February last by the I'rench privateer Fenommée and carried to
Curacao. She had on board a valuable property, consisting of Coffee
and specie, also belonging to M' Yellott and the Captain, and was
bound from Batavia to Baltimore.

On his arrival at Curacao Capt Phillips demanded, in a petition to
the Governor, the benefit of the 2%¢ article of the Proclamstion of the
Intermediate Executive Power of the Batavian Republic, dated
Hague, 12*® August 1798, which renders the Captors of any Dutch
or neutral vessel bound from one Dutch Port to another, or to a
neutral Port, who shall bring their prize within the Dutch jurisdiction,
not only liable to restitution of the prize, but to a pecuniary penalty.
Captain Phillips had the better right to expect the execution of this
proclamation in -his favor, since i1t had been officially published at
Curacao about a year before. But notwithstanding these circum-
stances the Council decreed the sale of both vessel and cargo, and
ordered the proceeds to be deposited in the hands of the government,
to await the determination of the Batavian Executive Directory; the
Council affecting to doubt whether the case was embraced by the
article of the Proclamation cited by Capt Phillips

Mr Yellott will of course charge his friends in Holland with the
solicitation of this business in his behalf, and I request you to be
pleased to render them every official aid and countenance, which
may be proper and necessary.

I have the honor to be &c
J MARSHALL

[SDA. Dip. Cor,, Inst. to Min., Bk, 5, 1798-1800.]
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To Comptroller of the Treasury, from Accountant of Navy Department
[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy DEPARTMENT ACCOUNTANTS OFFICE
February 4** 1800
JouN StTEELE Esqf

Sir I observe by remarks made by you, on accounts settled, and
Admitted, in this office — by my predecessor — that you think it
absolutely necessary, that Receipts, shou’d accompany all vouchers,
for Expenditures on account of the Navy —

I must therefore beg leave to mention, that if that Determination,
is adhered to, it will be impossible for me to settle scarcely an Account
with this Department — I presume that determination was predi-
cated, upon the Idea, that the United States, were responsible for the
Transactions of the Navy Agents — this I apprehend is not the case —
but that the agents always purchase on their Individual eredit — In-
deed it appears to me, that it wou’d be a Dangerous principle, to
establish the Contrary — and if the United States are not Responsible,
I cannot see the necessity of Requiring Receipts — it can then only
be necessary to Establish that the articles have been purchased on
account of the Navy, and of course the Bills unaccompanied by
Receipts wou’d be deemed sufficient —

The Accounts with this Department, are very much behind hand,
owing I beleive principally to the circumstance alluded to, and as I
feel very anxtious, that they shou’d be brought up, and settled, I am
Induced to trouble you with these Remarks, and to request your
answer thereto —

I Have the Honor to be

Sir
Y* ob Servt Tuo! TurRNER
Acct
[NDA. A, 11]

[4 February 1800]

Case of the Cutter Le Gourdi Le Pelicain, prize to a French Privateer when captured
by the U. 8. S. Boston and the U. 8. Brig Norfolk

New York District Court. —

George Little & W™ Bainbridge
Quitam &¢ Libellant.
’

v
The Cutter Le Gourdie Le [Pelicain]
Tackle &%

Samuel La Fortain being sworn saith that he belonged to a French
Privateer or armed Vessel which captured the above Cutter Le
Gourdie Le Pelican off the Mole — That when the said Cutter was so
taken she had two Tomahawks on board but no Cannon or other
Arms — That the Cutter when taken by the French Privateer be-
longed to Jeremie, and that both the Privateer and Cutter were taken
together by the Boston & Norfolk armed American Vessels, and that
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the Privateer being too small to come to the United States was sunk
by the Orders of the Commanders of the America,lllli Vessels —
]
SAMUEL + La ForrTain
Mark
Sworn in open Court}
January 13® 1800 —

Epwarp Duxnscoms
Clerk

[See documents dated 20 February 1800.]

[4 February 1800]

Case of the Cutter Le Gourdi Le Pelicain, prize to a French Privateer when captured
by the U. S. S. Boston and the U. S. Brig Norfolk

New York District Court.

George Little and W™ Bainbridge
quitam &* Libellants
s

v
The Cutter Le Gourdi Le Pelicain
her Tackle &% &¢ Cargo —

Peter Menage being sworn saith, that he was in the Character of
an Apprentice on board the French Privateer which captured the
Cutter Le Gourdi Le Pelican — That he has heard the Testimony or
Evidence given in this Cause by Samuel La Fortain and that such
Evidence 1s strictly true — b

Perer + MENAGE
Mark
Sworn in open court
This 13* Day of Jany.
1800. —

Epwarp Dunscoms

Clerk
[See documents dated 20 February 1800.}

[4 February 1800]

Case of the Cutter Le Gourdi Le Pelicain, prize to a French Privateer when captured
by the U. 8. 8. Baston and the U. 8. Brig Norfolk

At a Special District Court of the United
States, held for the New York District at
the City of New York on Monday the
Sixteenth Day of December 1799 at 11
OClock A. M. —

PRESENT,

The Honorable John Sloss Hobart Esquire Judge of the District. —
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George Little Esquire Commander
of the United States Ship of War
the Boston and William Bainbridge
Commander of the United States
Sloop [Brig] of War the Norfolk on
behalf as well of the United States
as of themselves and the Officers
and Crews of their said respective
Vessels — Libell{mts —
'

The Cutter Le Gourdi Le Pelicain
her Apparel, Guns, Appurtenances
and Cargo —

The Libel filed in this Cause
being read, and the Deposition
of Henry Kenyon Lieutenant of
the United States Sloop of War
the Norfolk taken 1n Open
Court, Stating, “that the Papers
“now by him brought and de-
“livered to Edward Dunscomb
“Esquire the Clerk of this
“Court are the only Papers
“found on board the Cutter De
“Gourdi Le Pelican at the Time
“of her Capture by the United

“States Frigate the Boston and
“Sloop of War the Norfolk, and that no Papers whatsoever found as
“aforesaid on board of the said Cutter have been destroved or con-
“cealed to his knowledge or Belief”, being also read, THEREUPON,
and on motion of Mt Harison, Proctor for the Libellants —

It is ordered by the Court that the said Deposition and the said
Papers produced by the said Henry Kenyon and marked or dis-
tinguished as follows, to wit

A, B. C. D. E. F. G. H. I. J.

ED. ED. ED. ED. ED. ED. ED. ED. ED. ED.
K. L M N O P[¥

and
ED. ED. ED. ED. ED. ED.
be filed with the Clerk of this Court. —

WHEREUPON, and on reading a certain other Deposition of the
said Henry Kenyon, also taken in Open Court, Stating, “That the
“Cargo of the said Cutter consists principally if not altogether of
“Coffee, that the same is already Damaged and in a perishing Condi-
“tion, and that there is great Danger of the whole or a principal Part
“of the said Cargo being spoiled if it is not Speedily sold” — and on
motion of Mt Harison Proctor for the Libellants —

IT IS ORDERED by the Court that the said last mentioned
Deposition be also filed with the Clerk of this Court and that
the said Cutter her Apparel, Guns, Appurtenances and Cargo be
sold by the Marshal of this District at Public Auction in the
City of New York after giving Four Days notice of the Time and
Place of such sale in three of the Public News-Papers printed in
the said City. — And that the Marshal forthwith after such Sale
bring into Court the Monies arising from the said Sale — and
that he then pay the same to the Clerk of this Court, and that
the Clerk hold the said Monies in his hands, subject to the future
Order of the Court respecting the same. —
(A true Copy)

Epwarp DunscoMB
Clerk
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A. Gires Esquire
Marshal &¢

In Obedience to the Within Order, I have sold the Vessell & Cargo,
therein named, and that such Sales amount to fifteen thousand, five
hundred & Seventy three Dollars & fifty six Cents, which Amount,
I have paid to the Clerk of this Court
New York 4% February 1800
A Gines Marshel
[*Papers marked A to P inclusive are in French and are too voluminous to

include here. Photostatic copies are in Navy Department Archives.
documents dated 20 February 1800.]

[Federal Archives, New York City.]

Extract from Captain Thomas Truxtun’s journal, U. S. Frigate Constellation,
Tuesday, 4 February 1800

Charming weather. at 2 P M. Saw a large Frigate Bearing down
on us. Soon after I delivered my Dispatches for the Secretary of
Navy to Lieu! Shaw of the U. S. Schooner Enterprize and dispatched
him for Amboy and te proceed himself from thence with them imme-
diately for Philadelphia, at the same time I desired him to Stand
towards the strange Sail, and make the private signal, and if she
answered it, to fire 8 Gun to Leeward and make the best of his way
he accordingly made the Signal &c &c and stood on his course — the
strange sail proving to be the British frigate Unity of 44 Guns on a
Cruize.

at 7 A M. Saw a Nother frigate bearing down and at 8 D¢ Exchanged
Signals with her She proved to be the U. 5. Ship L’Insurgente Cap-
tain Murray who came on Board and I desired him to keep us
Company down to Jamaica. Emp{lJoyed at doing the necessary duty
of the Ship — and I gave directions to the Surgeon not to suffer the
%ick cér wounded by any Means to want for any thing that I had on

oard. —

Longitude Aceount 67° . 00" W,
Latitude Observed 17° . 7 N.
[HS of Pa. NDA photostat.]

Extiract from journal of the U. 8. Frigate Constitution, Captain Silas Talbot, T. B.
Navy, commanding, Tuesday, 4 February 1800

Moderate breezes and cloudy, Employd working to windward along
the North side of Hispanolia. Made and shortnd sail as nessasary.
@ 6 Moderate and clear, the Monte W by S ¥ S ten leagues Isabella
Point SE which is 12 or 13 leagues to the Eastw?¢ of the Monte
Exercised Great Guns and small arms. @ % p* 6 tackd to the Northw?
@ 10 Fresh breezes. split the Jib which we unbent and bent another

@ 12 Midnight moderate Tackd as nessasary during the night

A M @ 5 the wind vore round to the ESE stood in towards the
land. @ 9 moderate and clear, Sent an officer and a boats crew to
sound in toward Cape Isabella and off Port Cavally, after the boat
had stood in shore nearly two miles we filld and stood after her, as
she was to make signal of the first approach of soundings At 12
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Fresh breezes and clear, Port cavally SE % S. 7 or 8 miles Sounded
with 120 fathom of line no Ground, Wind at E by N, the boat in shore
three or four miles & head a Sounding

[NYHS, NHS.]

Extract from journal of U. S. Schooner, Experimen!, Lieutenant William Maley,
U. S. Navy, commanding, 4 February 1800

Captured a schooner under Danish colors from Jacqumell to
Acquin with troops and amunition sent Mf Porter on Board as prize
Master — At 11 AM between Jacquemel & Bennet saw a sail in
shore I ordered all hands to quarters and gave chase at12gavehera
Gun which she returned. I ordered a firing to commence with cannon
& Mouskets and directed every effort to be made [by] my Officers, I
found that the men would not stand to their quarters and in conse-
quence of the neglect of the Gunner by not having his Matches Pow-
der Horns on Deck. fired only 6 or 8 Guns, and in consequence of the
Infamous conduct of my Marines not more than 12 or 18 Mus[ke]ts
were fired. — Captured a Sloop from Bennetts to Jacquemell one of
Rigauds Privateers armed with Swivels Muskets &c after disarming
her, permitted the Captain to ransom her and put 50 Prisoners on
boa.r(f and let her depart the reasons why I released these prisoners
were, because, first, I was 18 [?] Leagues from the Commodore and
could leave my station merely for the purpose, 24 for fear of being over-
powered should they liberate themselves, and thirdly on Acc! of my
not having a sufficiency of provisions for them & my Crew during my
Cruize. —

[NDA. NO, Vol. 1]

Extract from log book of Sailing Master Joseph Whitmore, U. 8. Navy, of U. 8,
Ship Warren, Master Commandant Timothy Newman, U. S. Navy, commanding,
Tuesday, 4 February 1800

[In harbor of Havana] Moderate Breezes this Day All Hands Em-
ployd on Sundry parts of Ships Duty Sent our boats to Assist the
U S Brig Norfolk in getting to Sea Arrived here two Spanish 74 Gun
Ships and one Sloop of War from Vera Crus

[HS of Old Newbury, Mass. NDA photostat.]

To Captain Daniel McNeill, U. 5. Navy, from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 5 Feb¥ 1800
Dan! MeNELL Esq*
N York

Sir, I am honored with yours of the 3rd ins.

I have this day sent orders to Lieut® Wilson Jacobs & Zachariah
Rhodes, to place themselves under your command, without delay —
They are at present, I beleive, at Newport, & ought to join you in ten
or twelve days at farthest.

With respect to a Sailing Master, I know of none qualified for that
station; but you will be pleased to select a suitable character, & let
me know his name, and an appointment shall be forwarded him.
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The two Lieutenants ordered to join you, are both older in Com-
mission than M* Tibbitis. If he is a meritorious officer, I would not
wish to hurt his feelings, by appointing Lieutenants to the prejudice
of his present command. 1 beleive, therefore, it will be better to give
M: Tibbitts a Furlough, until again called into service by me, desiring
him to inform me from time to time where he may be; unless indeed,
he should have no objection to acting under the Lieutenants at
present ordered to join you.

As to your other Officers who wish Furloughs, & mean to continue in
the service, they must return to the Ship in three weeks from the date
of their respective Furloughs.

It is a matter of mortification to me — uselessly expensive to the
Public, & must be creative of discontent among the crew, that they
are kept so long without being paid off & discharged. Be pleased,
Sir, to instruct your Purser to prepare his sccounts mmedlately
that the crew may be paid off without further delay — and when this
business is effected, he must come on to Phila® with his accounts &
vouchers, for settlement before he can receive a Furlough.

1 have the honor to be &¥

[NDA. OSW, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

To certain Midshipmen of the U. B. Navy, from Secretary of the Navy

|PRILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 51® February 1800

M Thomas McDonough, Midshipman
care of Doctor Latimer

John Wotherspoon d¢ De
William Page, care of Col Parker
William Clarke . . Midshipmen

Charles Chilton care of Gen! Marshall
Robert Dorsey, care of Mt Hill
Jonathan Blakely care of D»¢
Skinkin Moore . . careof D*
Henry Page, Cumberland, Virginia
Sir The President having appointed you a Midshipman in the
Navy 1 enclose your Warrant
You will take the inclosed oath and return it to this Office, and hold
yourself in readiness to enter the Service imm? when called upon —
Your pay and emoluments will commence from the date of your
letter of acceptance —
I am
Sir
Yr obed Servt
[NDA. OSW, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]
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Extract from Captain Thomas Truxtun’s journal, U. S. Frigate Constellaiion,
Wednesday, 5 February 1800

Moderate Breezes and smooth water with some squalls, L’ Insur-
gente in Company. Employed putting the ship in order — the Sick
and Wounded remain without much alteration. —

Longitude Account 69°.26° W,
Latitude Observed 17°.18’ N,

[HS of Pa. NDA photostat.]

Extract from journal of the U. S. Frigate Constitution, Captain Silas Talbot, U. S.
XNavy, commanding, Wednesday, 5 February 1800

Moderate breezes and clear wesather. Standing off and on Port
cavally, waiting for the Boat to return from sounding @ 2 the boat
return’d Brought too Ships head to the Northward The officer
reports 18 fathoms within ¥ of a mile from the shore and a ship at
anchor with French National colours flying under the protection of a
small Fort. @ halfl past 5 Tackd to the Northward the harbours
Mouth of Port Cavally South 3 or 4 miles. Sounded there with 120
fathoms of line, No Ground Continued Standing to the Northward
under an easy sail during the Night Sprung the Fore top Gallant yard
sent it down and sent up another. (@ daylight saw a saill NW by W
Made sail In chace wind Variable from E by N to SSW. employd
Trimmming Sails. @ 10 the wind vore round to N by E @ 12 light
airs from NNE the chace W by N In Sight from the Mast head
Port Cavally S by E six or seven leagues

Latitude Observed 20°15” N.

[NYHS, NHS.]

Extract from journal of Bailing Master Rufus Low, U. S. Navy, of U. S. Frigate
Essex, Captain Edward Preble, U, S, Navy, commanding, Wednesday, 5 Feb-
ruary 1800

Commences with light breezes, variable winds and plenty of rain,
Set royals fore & aft & Fore top gallant stud? sails. At 5 PM
took the latter. —

Moderate breezes & variable. all hands employ’d setting riging
fore & aft. parted one of the M™ Shrouds, which appeared to have
nearly parted before near the trussell trees, prepared another pair.

Lat. Observed 1°.55’ N
Longitude in 17°.00 W

[LC, EPP, 1799-1800.]
[6 February 1800]

Exiract from a letter to Becretary of the Navy from Captain Thomas Baker,
T. g Navy, commanding the U, 8. 8. Delaware, concerning arrival of La Vengeance
at Curacao

[U. S. S. Deloware] CorracOA,
8th Feb, 1800,

On the 6th instent, appeared off this harbour, a French ship of 52
guns, called La Vengeance, and from what I can learn, she left Guada-
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loupe last Sunday, bound to France, with a great desl of money, &ec.
on board; and also two French Generals, and a number of other
officers and passengers: but on Monday evening she was overtaken
by an American or British frigate (but generally believed to be the
former) and from her shattered condition, she must have had a very
severe action, La Vengeance having left standing but her bowsprit,
fore and mizen-mast; her fore and mizen shrouds, ratlings, &c. being
cut up so, that you could scarce see any of them for stoppers. In
short, there appears no place that has escaped a shot: her starboard
side has been much hulled, and it is said, she had 140 killed and
wounded, and when she parted she had 8 feet water in the hold.
They say the other vessel was in a similar situation, and in fact,
that neither of them bad the command of their ships The French
ship is now hauled up in the harbour, and will require some months
to refit, not having masts, cordage, &c. necessary for that purpose.

P.S. This moment arrived a schooner from St. Thomas’s with an
American gentleman on board. They were spoke by a British
frigate this morning at 8 o’clock, who informed them that yesterday
he spoke Commodore Truxtun going down to Jamaica, who informed
them, that last Monday night he got alongside of a French 50 gun
ship, and after a long and severe action, had the misfortune to lose his
main-mast, fore and mizen top-mast; the ship became unmanageable,
at which time the ¥French ship made her escape, severely wounded.

Capt. Truxtun said, that if he could have kept along side 15 minutes
longer, he would have taken her. This agrees with the French report,
for they say they were in such a situation, they could not have defended
the ship much longer.

[LC, “Claypoole’s American Daily Advertiser”’, (Phila.), 17 March 1800.]
[6 February 1800]

To Captain Thomas Truxtun, U. 5. Navy, presumably from Benjamin Hammell
Phillips, U. 8. Consul at Curacac

Tuoumas Truxron Esqr

St May I congratulate you, I hope I may on your safety end that
of your gallant Crew

The French Ship of War Vengeance of 56 Guns arrived here last
Week [6 February] in a most distress’d situation without a Mast
standing except the lower Fore & Mizen Masts, & not original Rope
to be seen except the fore & bobstay that was not knotted or spliced
— they reported that the Engagement had been with a British 74 &
when the action ended had 7 feet water in her hold. —

We have rece? certain accounts from S' Thomas that instead of a
British 74 it was the Constellation, the brilliant & glorious Constellation
and that she had gone down in a disstress’d situation to Jamaica
I hope she may arrive there safe )

If you get a sufficient repair at Jamaica & return to this Wdw?
Station can you on your way take a look at us I shall be excedingly
happy to see you & I think your visit here may be conducive to the
good of the service — I w? say many things that I cannot write

I most sincerly wish you Health & safety & have the Honour to be

Your Mo! Ob! Serv*

[SDA. French Spol. CA Curacao, 1797-1801.]
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[6 February 1800]

Extract from a letter from 8 Gentleman who was in Curacao when the French
lgaﬁc:lrlml Frigate La Vengeance arrived, after her engagement with U. 8. Frigate
onstellation

“I have the pleasure to inform you that I was in Curracoa when
the French National frigate L'Vengeance arrived at that place, very
much disabled, and scarcely an original rope left. Her main-mast,
foretop-mast, and mizen-top-mast gone with 66 French inches of
water in her hold, agreeable to her commander’s own account. You
may conceive her situation in respect to equipment, when she was
purposely run on shore to the windward of the port to secure her
entrance into that place. She had 52 guns mounted, and supposed
to have had nearly 600 men, including passengers amongst whom
were Gens. PELLARDIE and LA GranpE, with a number of artillery
officers which enabled the commander to station at least one of those
to each gun, during the action. I was in the habit of conversing
frequently with Capt. PError — He supposed on his first arrival in
Curracoa, it was an English ship, of two complete batteries, he had
engaged, and concluded from not seeing his adversary at day light,
that she had sunk.* The report was 114 killed and wounded. But
this must be incorrect as I am well assured there were more. Capt.
Perror spoke in high terms of the conduct and gallantry of his
adversary and described in raptures the vivid fire from the Constella-
tion as superior to any thing he had ever seen, his own words were
‘Superbe et Grande’ and mentioned when the flying jib boom of the
Constellation run into his mizen shrouds, he supposed his adversary
intended to board, and called all his men upon the upper deck, at
which moment he received a shower of grape &c.

“When Truxrton’s official account came out, he said nothing.
His main-mast went away in the act of setting studden sails, and about
two hours after the action. There were 35 American prisoners on
board, whom he said saved the ship by pumping after the combat, in
which they took no active part, being below at their own request.
He lamented much the blood that had been spilt between two nations
that he said were probably then at peace and good friends, and said
he avoided a battle by every exertion in his power.* On his mention-
ing this eircumstance, I observed that the action could not have been
well avoided by his adversary. PETTOT felt as an officer on the
observation, and acknowledged the propriety of TruxTon’s conduct.
The sides of the Vengeance were lined with shot, and many of them
from their direction, I suppose must have done great execution.
The fore and mizen-masts were perforated with round and double
headed shot in such a manner as to surprize a person how they could
hold together without the top-mast an end.”

(* He supposed it an English vessel, and yet attempted to avoid an
action for fear of shedding American blood A very good story indeed.
His confession is a complete answer to what our Jacobins have said,
as to the Frenchman’s declining & combat)

[LC, “The Mass. Mercury”’, (Boston, Mass.), 19 August 1800.]
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To Hon. Chauncey Goodrich, House of Representativess, from Secretary
of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Depariment 6 February 1800, —
Cuauxcey GoobpricH Esquire

Stk I am sorry that your Connecticut Correspondent should have
had so much reason to complain of the capture of any Vessel in the
vicinity of Porto Rico — e have never for 12 months past been
without Cruisers off Guadaloupe, and always in sufficient force and
numbers to prevent much injury to our Commerce from the Privateers
of that Island, except for about two months in the early part of last
Summer — when from some circumstances not necessary to detail,
only two Vessels were left on that station — But from August to the
present time, there have never been less than five, and for nearly the
whole of the time, seven, eight & Nine — nor is it contemplated that
the number should be decreased —

Ever since the opening of the St Domingo Trade, we have had
Cruisers at that Island — at this time, and for some months past the
number has amounted to 8 or 9 — there never were less than three —
and the Commanding Officer at this Island, as well as the one at
Guadaloupe has constantly acted under Instructions to pay great
attention to Porto Rico — to scour the coasts frequently, and to keep
always one Cruiser out at least in this service — In addition to this
I have sent from this Country in Septem’ Octof and November three
Vessels to cruise each one month about Porto Rico. — These arrange-
ments I had hoped would have secured our Trade from much injury
in that quarter — but the fact has been otherwise — I know not how
to account for it — It is more difficult to guard against Privateers
from Spanish than from french Ports — and there is too much reason
to suspect that our Vessels are sometimes with the consent of the
Commanders of them [sic]. Your correspondent observes (I think)
that if our public Vessels are to remain in Port during the Winter the
Merchants should know it — If he had been a resident of a Seaport,
he would have spared the observation, and would have known that
no reason had been given for it, —

I have the honor &* —

[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.)

Extract from Captain Thomas Truxtun'’s journal, U. 8. Frigate Constellation,
Thursday, 8 February 1800

Fresh breezes and squally Weather all these 24 Hours.
At © Rise made the Land of Hispaniola, and at 8 AM the Rock
Altavella bore North about three Leagues Distance.
Employed Bending another Fore top Sail & fore Sail &c. &ec.
L’ Insurgente in Company — Sick & wounded as before.
Latitude Account 17°.21” N.
Longitude Account 72 . 6 W.

[HS of Pa., NDA photostat.}

ALTAVELLA.
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Extract from journal of Lieutenant Isaac Hull, U. 8. Navy, of U. 8. Frigate
Constitution, Captain Silas Talbot, U. 8. Navy, commanding, Thursday, 6
February 1800

Light airs and Varisble, 3{ past 12 the wind Vore round to E N E
made all Sail & Continued our chace, at 4 fresh breezes and clear,
the chace West 10 or 11 miles, the Mont S W by S 9 or 10 leagues
At 7 In the Evening lost sight of the chace, contin? chaceing till
14 past 9 but could not Get sight of her shortnd sail and came to the
wind to the Southw? under double reefd Topsails and reefd courses
At 12 Midnight Moderate breezes from the Kastw¢ Tackd to the
Northward, 14 past 1 Saw a strange sail to the Eastward, which made
the private Signal which we answerd and brought too. At 2 Joind
company with the Boston, Capt Little came on board, At 14 past 3
Capt Little returnd to his Ship parted company, At dayhght Saw
Monte a christo S 14 W. 7 leagues, at 10 saw three strange Sails
that Appeard to be comeing out of the cape

At 12 Cape Francois S by W 5 or 6 leagues

Latitude Observed 19° 52’ North

[NDA photostat.}

To Officers of the Wardroom, U. S. Frigate Insurgente, from Captain Alexander
Murray, U. S. Navy

U: S. Frigate Insurgente
Off JamMaica 7% Feb? 1800
Officers of the Wardroom

Sirs As we are now about to enter a Port where the eyes of the
Multitude. both in the Private as well as the Public line, will be full of
scrutiny with regard to the discipline, order & cleanliness of our Shi
& Crew. as well as to every part of our private deportment. Let us all
unite in our exertions to shew them that we know how to conduct our-
selves with that decorum & regularity, that will do credit to the Navy
of the United States, for there will be many people at Jamaica who
will be very fond of drawing comparisons between us & their own Navy
to our discredit if they can see cause so to do. therefore let us all be
upon our guard & convince them, that tho’ young in our profession,
we will not yield to any Nation whatsoever in dignity, honor, or any
other accomplishment that stamps the Character of a Nation.

I give you this loose hint in hopes you will all improve upon it.

& am

With true regard
Your most Obed!

[NDA. A. Murray’s LB 1799-1805.]

[7 February 1800]
To Secretary of State, from Turell Tufts, U. 8. Consul, Paramaribo

Sir, At the arrival of the Fleet sailing under the protection of the
Maryland Captain Rodgers it will be reported that this Government
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has given permission to Neutral Vessells to be laden with any produce
to any place. It is not true. No official declaration has, or will be
made to that effect. Were an American Ship now here, permission
mosb probably could be obtained to lade her with any produce, giving
bond that her Cargo should be landed in England, and paying the
Usual Colonial duty of 14% per Ct, and & demanded douceur of 5 per
Cent to the British Custom Officers. Should no Americans arrive in
the Course of 2 or 3 M with provisions — “Permission would then be
giwen to do as we please”’
I am most respectfully
Y* humble servant

T Torrs Consul
Paramariso Feb? 7, 1800

[SDA. Paramaribo, Vol. 1, CL, 1799-1834.]

To Secretary of the Navy from Captain Thomas Tingey, U. S. Navy

Crity or WasaINGTON 7 Feb” 1800
Sir Since my arrival here (which the heavy snow materially re-
tarded) nothing has occur’d worthy your notice — As soon as con-
venient to M? Marbury shall visit the Naval yard, endeavor to in-
vestigate every matter relative thereto and inform you fully my
opinions on the various subjects therein contemplated. —
I have the honor &c &c

Hon" B STopDERT.
[NDA, Tingey LB, 1798-1800.

Extract from Captain Thomas Truxtun’s journal, U. 8. Frigate Constellation, Friday,
7 February 1800

The first part of these 24 hours fresh breezes, the latter Moderate. —
find the ship roll’s very much, in consequence of the loss of her Main
Mast &c &c and so much Water being expended out of the Hold.
Employed as before securing the foremast & bending the second
suit of Sails &e¢ — Died John Heyland Quarter Gunner of his wounds.
committed his body to the Deep. —
L' Insurgente in company. —
Cap Tiberon at Noon bore N B W 7 or 8 Leagues Distance.
Longitude Account 74°.16” W.
Latitude Observed 17°.58" N.

[HB of Pa. NDA photostat.]

Extract from log book of Sailing Master Joseph Whitmore, U. 8. Navy, of U, 8.
Bhip Warren, Master Commandant Timothy Newman, U. S. Navy, commanding,
Friday, 7 February 1800

[In harbor of Havana] Moderate Breezes this Day from Southward
All Hands Emgloyd on Sundry parts of Duty Arrived the Ship Fann
from Salem Sloop Mary Capt Paul Whom we had in tow and
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Schooner from Salem Sent our boats to Assist them in getting up the
Harbour

[HS of Old Newbury, Mass. NDA photostat.]

To Purser Thomas J. Chew, U. 8. Navy, from Accountant of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department
Accountant’s Office 8 Febt 1800.
M: Tuaoumas J CHEw
Purser of the Trumbull

Siz In answer to your letter of the 4 instant, I have to observe that
if it is the request of the Officers of the Trumbull, that their pay and
subsistence should be adjusted & settled up to the time of sailing, there
will be no impropriety 1n doing it: but in case it is done, you must
take care to forward to this Office, previous to your sailing, an abstract
of such settlement, and the amount paid to each Officer, as well as an
abstract of the sums advanced. — The undrawn rations are to be
settled at 28 cents, a price that has been establishd by this Depart-
ment —

Vinegar, must be considered as a part of the Hospital Stores, & dis-
tributed under the direction of the Surgeon in such quantities as he
may think necessary — Candles are allow’d for the use of the Ship, &
will of course be us’d under the direction of the Captain — There is no
allowance of Soap, but I believe it is customary (and will be consider’d
proper) for the pursers to lay in a supply on their own account, and to
furnish the Crew with it -— as they may want it, charging them there-
with at a moderate advance on the Cost, and deduct the amount
from their pay. —

I am Sir
Y™ &c
TaoMas TURNER
Acct —
[NDA. LB Acct., 1798-1800.]
To Secretary of War from Secretary of the Navy
[PHILADELPHIA]

Navy Department, 8th February 1800.
SECRETARY AT WaR
Sir Be pleased to grant an order in favor of Captain Decatur for
three pair long 12 pounders if you have them to spare at this place —
They are wanted for the Frigate Philadelphia — —
I have the honor to be
Sir Yr obed Servt

I have loaned to you more than 100 Guns —
[NDA. B8ec. War, LB, 1798-1824.]
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To Robert Goodloe Harper, Chairman of Committee Ways and Means, from
Secretary of the Navy
{PRILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 8th February 1800
Honble RoserT GooprLoe Harprer Esqr
Chairman of Commiitee Ways & Means
Sir The Live oak frames for the 6.74 Gun Ships will
cost delivered at the building places__..__.________ ____ 300, 000 Drs
The other timber will eost _____ . __ oo 180,000

The necessary preparations at each yard for building
not only these but Ships that may be hereafter author-
ized, securing the timber for seasoning, purchasing suffi-
cient ground for capacious building Yards where the
Timber can be deposited in order so as to avoid con-
siderable expence in piling & unpiling to get at the
particular piece wanted will cost__ _______.__________ 200, 000

Dre 680, 600

The greater part of these expences are already incurred and the
whole must be incurred early in the Spring — This amount added
to the cost of the 6, small vessils to be built out of the appropriation
of One Million of Dollars being 300,000 D™ will absorb nearly the
Million of Dollars appropriated for these objects, the sums which
have been advanced & which must be advanced for Copper will
amount to more than the difference but there may be a saving in the
expence of preparing the yards —

It is for the widsom of Congress to determine whether we shall stop
here, or go on rapidly in building the six Seventy four Gun Ships. —
In the latter case, 600,000 D™ appropriation will be wanted for these
Ships in the present year But if we may safely wait, until the timmber
for the Ships is properly seasoned, they will be infinitely better &
more durable by many years than if they are now built with timber
cut from the woods in the present winter & consequently in a very
green state, and if we can so wait this 600,000 D will not be wanted
In the present year

If we stop here, we shall always be in a situation to lay the Keels
& to proceed with such rapidity in building the Ships as to afford
grounds to hope that they may be sent to sea, in less than a year from
the commencement of their building —

I have the honor to be &c

Sir
Yr obed Servt
[NDA. Con. LB, Vol. 1.}

Extract from Captain Thomas Truxtun’s journal, U, 8. Frigate Constellation,
Saturday, 8 February 1800

Fresh Breezes and squally weather. at 5 P M. the Island of Navassa
bore North about 7 Leagues Distance.

at 4 A M. made the East end of Jamaica bearing West five Leagues
Distance, and at 11 Ditto Got a Pilot on board off cow bay for Port
Royal.

[HS of Pa. NDA photostat.}
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Extract from journal of Lieutenant Isaac Hull, U. S. Navy, of U. 8. Frigate
Caml{'lulian, Captain Silas Talbot, U. 8. Navy, commanding, Saturday, 8 Febru-
ary 1800

Moderate breezes and Cloudy, Standing off and on Cape Francois
waiting for the boat to return

At 6 Moderate breezes from the Eastward the Cape bearing S W
by W 14 W two leagues

At 12 Moderate wore and tackd as nessasary during the night to
keep clear of the land and be in a situation to receive the boat in the
Morning

At daylight Wore and ran down for the Cape

At 9 wore and hauld to the wind to Speak a strange Sail that came
down before the wind

At 11 light airs fir'd a Gun to bring too the chace

At 12 Shortnd sail and boarded a strange Sail, She provd to be an
American Ship from Newyork bound to Cape Francois

Saw our boat under our lee, the Cape Sby W 14 W 6 or 7 miles

[NDA photostat.}

To Secretary of State from Benjamin Hammell Phillips, U. 8. Consul at Curacao

Curacao 9% Feb¥ 1800

To the SECRETARY OF STATESs

Sir By this opportunity I have to acquaint you a French Ship
mounting 56 Guns came here [6 February 1800} in a very disstres’d
situation her Masts & Rigging being all shot away in an Engagement
with a Ship near to St Eustatia on Monday Night last, it was reported
to be an English Ship with whom she had the Engagement, but this
Morning by a Dane who arrived here we have certain accounts that
the Ship with whom the French Ship engaged was the U. S. Ship
Constellation who in the engagement was dismasted & has gone down
to Jamaica — I am happy to hear that Cap® Truxton had very few
men killed the French Ship lost near 160 — One hundred & Sixty —

I have apply’d to the French agent & the Captain to give up 36
Americans who were put on board at Guadalupe to carry to France
where the Ship was bound with a valuable Cargo & a large Sum in
Specie on board, the Ship is called Vengeance The Captains Name
I do not know it is agreed that the Battle lasted 5 Hours within
Pistol Shot the Americans will be given up on my receipt.—

I beg leave to expect to know the pleasure of his Excellency the
President respecting my friend M’ Robinson

I have the Honour to be

O Per Rebecca
C per D Rover

[SDA. French Spol. CA. Curacao, 1797-1801.)

Extract from Captain Thomas Truxtun’s journal, U. S. Frigate Constellation,
Sunday, 9 February 1800

At half past one P M Came to Anchor, in the harbour of Port
Royal, in Seven fathoms Water — the Town bearing S E B E, half a
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mile Distance. Sent an Officer on Board the Admiral & to the fort
&c to inform them of our arrival.

{HS of Pa. NDA photostat.}

Extract from journal of Lieutenant Isaac Hull, U. 5. Navy, of U. S, Frigate
Constitution, Captain Silas Talbot, U. 8. Navy, commanding, Sunday, 9 Feb-
ruary 1800

Moderate breezes and cloudy weather lying too waiting for the
Cutter, At 1 the cutter returnd from the Cape, Employd securing
the Tiller In the Rudder head It having workd loose

At 5 fresh breezes and cloudy double reefd the Topsails and Single
reefd the courses

At 12 Midnight Moderate breezes and cloudy the Monte bearing
E S E 4 or 5 leagues, at daylight saw a strange sail bearing SS W
made all plain sail and Gave chace

At 12 Shortnd Sail and boarded the chace, an American brig from
philadelphia bound to Cape francois which then bore S W % S 4 leagues

[NDA photostat.]

Extract from log book of Sailing Master Joseph Whitmore, U. S. Navy, of U. 8.
Ship Warren, Master Commandant Timothy Newman, U. 8. Navy, commanding
Sunday, 9 February 1800

[In harbor of Havana] Pleasant weather this Day Arived the
Mainervy from Newbury port 30 Day from thence and 3 other Brigs a
Ship belonging to W® Gray Merchant Salem from Virginia Cost on
Shore the West Side of the Entrance Sent our boats to Assist her
with our tow Line and other Boats went to her Assistance the Ship is
Like to be Lost the Cargoe May be Saved if the North Wind dose
not come in

[HS of Old Newbury, Mass. NDA photostat.]

To the Secretary of State from Oliver Ellsworth & W. R. Davie, Envoys Extra-
ordinary and Ministers Plenipotentiary of United States to France

Bureos. Feb? 10. 1800.
Sir, We have the pleasure to inclose to you a copy of our letter
N¢ 1. dated at Lisbon, and forwarded from St. Ubes. We were
detained in the Tagus by contrary winds until the 21° of December,
when we sailed for 1’Orient, under the expectation of making that
port in seven or eight days; but on the 24** we encountered a severe
gale which blew with little intermission until the 2¢ of January, at
which time it was ascertained, that we had drifted as far as Latitude
50, and to the West of Cape Clear. Observing that Captain Barry
was extremely apprehensive of approaching any part of the French
coast on the Bay of Biscay in bad weather and as so much time had
been already lost, we directed him to land us in any port of France
or Spain that he could make with safety and convenience. He
thought proper. to choose the port of Corunna, and anchored in the

bay of Ares, a few leagues from that place on the 11** of January.
Being anxious to make the necessary preparations for our journey
to Paris, and the wind continuing unfavorable for the sailing of the
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Frigate to Corunna, we landed at the village of Puentes d’ Eume, and,
immediately after our arrival at Corunna, dispatched a courier to
Paris with a letter addressed to the Minister of foreign relations desir-
ing the necessary passports a copy of which is inclosed, marked A,
covering also a letter to Mr. Murray, a copy of which marked B you
will receive under this inclosure. —

The necessary arrangements were made to meet the courier at
Burgos or Vitoria, and he fortunately reached this place yesterday a
few hours before our arrival, charged with the dispatch marked C.
from Ch: Mau: Talleyrand, Minister of exterior relations, inclosing
the passports requested in our letter written at Corunna.

We regret exceedingly the time that must be consumed in a long
and painful journey by land, in the most rigorous and unfavorable
season of the year; but after the ineffectual attempt to go to L’Orient
by water, this measure appeared indispensable, notwithstanding any
difficulties with which it might be connected.

We expect to leave this place tomorrow and flatter ourselves with
the hope of arriving in Pans about the first of March.

With great respect and consideration, Sir,

We have the honor to be

Your most obed: Servants
Oriv? ELLsSWORTH
Wirriam R. Davie

The Hon"® Timoray PickErING Esqg’
[SDA. Disp. France, Bk. 7, 1799-1800.]

Extract from a letter to a Gentleman in Georgetown, written on board the U. S.
Sloop of War Palapsce

[U. S. S. Patapsco] Mouth of Mississippi, Feb. 10 [1800]

“On the 26th Jan. we hove in sight of this river and got a pilot on
board. Same day were driven to sea by a gale; and were 8 days
before we got in. Immediately after we came to anchor. Gen. Wil-
kinson, with his officers and baggage, went on shore, and were received
by some Spanish officers sent by the Spanish government, with a
galley to take the general and suite to New Orleans. We can go no
higher than the mouth of the river on account of the bar which has
only 13 feet water.

“We have for 5 or 6 days been scarce of water — we have now
enough (which we got brought by the pilots) to last us to Havanna,
for which place we sail to-morrow.”

[LC, “Claypoole’s American Daily Advertiser’”’, (Phila.}, 31 March 1800.]

[10 February 1800]

Extract from letter from Gilbert Totten, Supercargo of the American ship Nepiune
of New Haven, Conn., concerning her encounter with, and release by, a French
privateer

Lonpon, March 1, 1800.

“On the 10th Feb. in lat. 49 30, N. long. 18 W. we were brought
too by a French ship mounting 22 brass 12 Ibs, who examined us
very scrupulously, broke open and read nearly all our letters, and
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told us they should carry us to France, for having English property
on board, part of which was contraband, (naval stores) and not
having & roll d’Equipage, which they endeavoured to convince us
was imperiously insisted on in their treaty with us. We could only
say, that we knew the property to be American, and that our govern-
ment considered our shipping bill the only roll d’Equipage necessary.
After detaining us four hours, they gave us our papers, and told us
we might go on board and make sail, wished us a pleasant passage
and politely offered us any thing that we might want that their ship
afforded — desired us to inform our friends in America, that American
vessels loaded with American property, vested with all the papers
prescribed by their treaty with us, particularly the roll d’Equipage,
and legally navigated would in future be respected by French cruizers.”’

[LC, “Claypoole’s American Daily Advertiser”, (Phila.), § May 1800.]

To Captain Alexander Murray, U. 8. Navy, from Secretary of the Navy
[PHILADELPHIA]
Nawvy Department 10 February 1800
Capt? Alex! Murray of the Insurgente —
Norfolk
Sir I hope you have received some one of my letters to you by
Captain Truxtun or by Lieut M¢Elroy requesting you to call at
Jamaics for the purpose of bringing in money — You were requested
to send the money on your arrival at Norfolk to the Baltimore Branch
Bank, — but M® Baring now informs me that he wishes the money
to be deposited with Col Bird the Collector at Norfolk —
I have the honor to be
Dr Sir
Yr obed Servt
[NDA, OSW, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

Extract from journal of Lieutenant Isaac Hull, U, 5. Navy, of U. 8. Frigate
Com!ilu{log.o Captain Silag Talbot, U. 8. Navy, commanding, Monday, 10 Feb-
ruary 18

Moderate breezes lying too examining the chace

At 14 past 12 Made sail in chace of five Sail of Vessels comeing out
olf1 the cape, at 2 variable winds In studding Sails and continued the
chace

At 4 Shortn’d Sail and boarded them, they were all from the Cape
bound home to America

At 6 wore to the S¢ & made sail the Cape S by E 5 or 6 leagues,
From 8 P M till 4 A M moderate and Variable, At daylight Saw the
Monte SS E 5 or 6 leagues and the 5 sail we had spoke bearing N N W,
and &bxitmnge sallS Wby W 14 W Made all plain Sale in chace, winds
variable

Calld all hands to Muster read the Articles of War and Suspended
John Langley Midshipman and Pliny Davidson Carpenter for fighting,
At 12 the Cape S W 14 W the chace S W 14 W 4 leagues

Latitude Observed 19° 42’ North

[NDA photostat.]
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To Hugh Henry, Philadelphia, Pa., from Surgeon Isaac Henry, U. 8. Navy

Constellation KingsTon HARBOUR, JAMAICA
11*® February 1800

Dear Sir — I wrote you by the Enterprize the next Morning, after
our Action — we arrived here a few days since -—— we have had no
intelliigence of our Combatant — it is supposed by us all that she
sunk —

I have had I can assure you a most disagreeable time with the
wounded — Six Amputations’ of Limbs with a number of very severe
flesh wounds — some of them have died since we got in with Lock
Jaw. All my amputations are doing as well as I could wish — and
I am extremely anxious to get them to the Hospital — but we wait
the permission of the Admiral — I am as well as you can expect after
the fatigue of mind & Body — which I have endured I refer you to
C. Truxtons dispatches for particulars &¢

My Love to all

Your Aff¢ Son
Isaac HENry
Mr. Hugh Henry at Mrs. Ann Dunkins, Philadelphia]

[NDA. A, 8]

Extract from journal of Lieutenant John Mullowny, U, S. Navy, commanding
U. 8. Ship Ganges, 11 February 1800

Received intellegence of the Death of General Washington. Pre-
pared to salute the Governor who was expected on board. —

[NA]

Extract from log book of Sailing Master Joseph Whitmore, U. S, Navy, of U. S.
Ship Warren, Master Commandant Timothy Newman, U. S. Navy, commanding,
Tuesday, 11 February 1800

[In harbor of Havana] Fresh Breezes and Cloudy this Day from the
North"¢. Arrived Here A Schooner from New York Received on
board some potatoes for Ship Ye Butter & Candles Sent 8 Men to
Assist the Fanny of Salem She Leaking Verry bad both pumps to
Work

[HS of 01d Newbury, Mass. NDA photostat.]

Letter from Captain Silas Talbot, U, S. Navy, to be made public for the informa-
tion of the merchants of the United States

UniteEp STATES FriGATE Constitution at
Sea, near the Island of St. Domingo,
12th Feb. 1800.

Sigr, I Request that it may be made known, throughout the United
States, that in consequence of the increased number of Gen. Rigaud’s
arm’d boats up the Guanaba, or what is otherwise called the Bite of
Leogane, 1 have directed a Frigate and a small armed Vessel of four-
teen guns to continue cruising there, for the protection of the com-
merce of the United States to and from Port Republic. — This ar-
rangement of a part of our force in these seas will afford a convoy to
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all American vessels that are on their homeward bound passage from
Port Republic. But as our vessels, engaged in merchandize, go out
directly and promiscuously to Port Republic, they cannot be immedi-
ately protected. They are consequently exposed to be attacked, cap-
tured, and their crews most probably massacred by the black pirates
who infest this bay, and who but seldom spare the lives of any on
board the vessels they subdue; to prevent this mischief as much as
possible, I recommend it to the consideration of all those gentlemen
that are concerned in commerce to Port Republic or its neighbourhood,
whether it may not be best to direct all their vessels destined to this
said port, to stop at Cape Francois and obtain permission to go into
Cape Nicolas Mole, and there to wait a convoy, which probably may
not be many days, as one of our public armed vessels will sail frem
thence to Port Republic every fourteen days, and will take under her
convoy all such American vessels as may be disposed to profit thereby;
by adopting this measure, it is likely that the length of their passage
to Port Republic, will be increased from about three to twelve days,
and that there will be also, an increase of expence of about three
half-joes for a permit and harbour fees. I mention this, that gentle-
men may be the better able to judge whether it will be more for their
interest to adopt this plan, or continue to risque a direct passage to
Port Republic without convoy. As far as my knowledge extends, not
one American vessel has been captured by the French on the St.
Domingo station since our armed ships have been on its coast, except
in the bay before mentioned, along the shores of which, particulariy
near St. Mark’s, those piratical boats are closely concealed in the
creeks and among the bushes, that no one on board a vessel going
along the channel can discover them, while from the look-outs on the
hills the enemy can perfectly well observe every thing that passes by,
If a vessel is becalmed, and which perhaps is more commonly the case
in this bay then in any other part of the West-Indies, those boats will
be sure to come out in all directions from their hiding places to attack
such vessel; and it has been shown by the gallant defence lately made
against them by Lieut. Maley, in the United States schooner Experi-
ment, when attacked by eleven of those armed boats, that perfect pro-
tection cannot be extended to a whole convoy against those boats in
such a long and flat calm as that which was then experienced. It is
also shown, that though two out of this convoy was captured, not-
withstanding the bravery and perfect good conduct of this officer, in
an action of seven hours (with some intermissions) in which conflict
two of the enemy’s boats were sunk, that all the vessels then under
convoy must have been taken, and the several crews butchered, was
it not for the protection such convoy afforded.
Stras Tavsor.
[LC, “Newport Mercury” (R. 1.), 18 March, 1800.]

Extract from a letter to Secretary ‘t’)f Sth; Navy from Captain Thomas Truxtun,
. B. Navy

[U. 8. 8. Constellation) PorT RovaL HaRrBOUR,
Jamaica, 12th Feb. 1800.

“I arrived here the 8th inst, in company with the Insurgente, capt.
Murray, with whom I fell in, the day after I wrote you by Lieut. Shaw.
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“Finding it impossible to get a main-mast here, I shall use every
dispatch in my power to put the Constellation into a condition to
proceed to the United States. I have met a kind and friendly recep-
tion from Admiral Parker: all the British post captains here have
been on board the Constellation, and from seeing our situation, ex-
press every sentiment that could be wished by those true Americans
who love their country and its honor, better than any thing else.

“T have heard nothing of the French 54 gun ship since the action.
It is hard to conjecture whether she sunk, or whether she has got into
St. Thomas’s or Curracoa. If she is still above water, she must be
irreparable in the West-Indies. Her loss of men must have been
prodigious in an action of five hours, with 600 men on board: My fire
was directed principally at her hull.

“Several of my officers have told me that they thought they saw
her go down — certain it is, that the ship and her lights disappeared
of a sudden, and we ought to have seen her at day light. But I was
so employed myself, in preserving our fore-mast and mizen-mast,
after the main-mast went over the side, that I attended to nothing
else.”

[LC, “Claypoole’s American Daily Advertiser”, (Phila.), 17 March 1800.]



[12 February 1800]

List of men sent to the hospital at Port Royal from the U. 8. Frigate Constellation, Captain Thomas Truxtun, U. 8, Navy, after action with

French Frigate La Vengeance, 1-2 February 1800

Rank

Wounded and where } Time sent

Died Remsining

Jonathan Bell ... ___ ... .__..

Jobu Hoxse..._._...___

George Matthews
Le

Jobn Carson..
Willlam Small

8ail M. Mate_._______.

.| Shot thro’ the Neck..
.{ Shot thro' the hand .. .. ........_.

12tk Feby 1800
12t» Feby 1800

Amputated Leg. .
Fractured thigh....
Shot thro' the Arm__ ... ...

_| 12tb Feby 1800
12'h Fehr 1800
12t Fehr 1800
Amputated Leg..._._ B g:: gegr iggg

Fely

Wound thro’ the thigh

12t% Feby 1800 §.

Z| 12t Feby 1800 |-

17tk Feby 1800

26tk Feby 1800
26'" Feby 1800

26t Feby 1800
................ 26tk Feby 1800

-} 26tk Feby 1800
26t% Feby 1800

[VA Navy Inv.

(signed) Isaac Hexny, Surgeon

[IE HONVIL ANV SALV.LS dALINI—YVM-ISV0
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To Secretary of the Navy from Captain Thomas Tingey, U. 5. Navy

GrorgE Towxw 12 Feb? 1800
Sir I had the hopor to address You the 7% instant subsequent
to which I have in company with M® Marbury visited the designed
Navy vard — From the extreme depth of the Snow, which by drift-
ing is in many places some feet deep — the consequent distortion of
the face of the ground, and the small statues or stones designating
the boundary, being hid from view; judgment cannot be form’d

sufficient to detail it’s particular advantages or the contrary — The
Scite however appears to be eligibly chosen, and may ultimately
become fully competent for all the purposes contemplated. — The

depth of the Water, width and direction of the channel I can now
know only from information, doubtless what you have received is
minutely correct.

But the indispensible magnitude of the wharf, appears a Colossial
and operose undertaking it will of necessity be expensive — a strict
attention however to prevent injustice, and misapplied time of the
workmen, aided by e laudable occonomy, and avoiding superfluous
appearances may effect much in reducing the account to narrow
compass.

The first business that strikes me as most essential, will be to
enclose the whole plot, and it appears full as necessary that a com-
pany of marines should be sent down to guard and protect the
materials — wanting these the losses by pillage will no doubt be
extreme — As soon as the weather will admit to make further
observations I shall without delay transmit them to you in detail —
In the interim I have the honor to submit te¢ your consideration,
some spontaneous ideas on Naval subject, thrown together hastily &
undigested — without a hope (even if those more competent should
think with me, that the service will be benefited thereby) that they
will very speedily be adopted — Perhaps indeed at this juncture,
when occonomy by reduction of one part of the National defence,
has become such a favorite theme, with the wise men of the West —
it may not be the most apt period for bringing them forward. How-
ever having promis’d 'tis my duty to perform — You have also here-
with a copy of the matter furnish’d Col*! Parker to bring before
Congress

I have the honor &c &c

Hon™ B SroppErT —

[NDA, Tingey LB, 1798-1800.]

Extract from a letter concerning the arrival in New York, of the French privateer
Schooner Fly, prize to the U, S. Brig Pickering

INew Yorxk] February 12, 1800.

“This morning arrived here, the French schr. privateer Fly, prize
to the U. States brig Pickering, in company with the ship Commerce,
retaken from the French by L’'Insurgente. Also, a ship from Ireland,
and the brig Haulbrook, from Liverpool, in a long passage — Dec. 21,
lat. 45. Spoke the brig Success, 16 days out from Hamburgh, bound
to Philadelphia.

[LC, “Claypoole’s American Daily Advertiser”, (Phila.), 14 February 1800.



QUASI-WAR—UNITED STATES AND FRANCE 213

To Commissioners of the City of Washington from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 12 February 1800

Commassioners of the City of Washington

GenTLEMEN ] have laid before the President the ground plan of
the House intended for his residence in the City. — He desires me
to say, that there will be quite room enough for him without finishing
the large room. — the other part of that floor he is very desirous
should be plastered & painted as early as may be, that 1t may be
perfectly dry when he takes possession About one half the upper
story he thinks will be enough, if you should not have time and money
to compleat the whole of that Story — He requests me to add that
he contemplates having his Furniture removed in June —

I have the honor to be

Gentlemen
Yr obed Servt

[NDA, GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

[Between the 13 & 27 February 1800]

To Lieutenant Jeremiah Barton, U, S, Navy, from Captain Alexander Murray,
U. 8. Navy

U: S. Frigate Insurgente
Off HaAvaNNAR

M Bartoxw

Sir With the three confidential letters herewith you will proceed
to the Moro Castle & get permission to land at the Havannah you
are then to make enquiries for the American Consul to whom you
are to deliver them shewing him the Copies of the Contents, you will
request the favor of him to convey them personally to those Gentle-
men to avoid any suspicion, & beg him to get a speedy answer, if
they are inclined to ship the money, I request him to fix upon the
time when, & how it is to be done, limiting the period to three days,
or as much sooner as possible, you will mind to give as the Osten-
sible motive for our calling here to take American Vessels under our
convoy bound to the Continent & as soon as the arrangements are
made 1 wish you to be off to give me speedy notice, & leave orders
for ciln the Vessels to join us without loss of time should there be any
ready.

1t may possibly be proper for you to wait on the Governor, this
you must settle with the Consul, & should you do so you can tell him
the reason of our calling at Jamaica that of carying down the Constel-
lation to refit after her action otherwise some suspicions may arise &
finally must request you will get the Consul to have the inclosed
memorandum executed for me.

Confiding in your prudence & judgment, I leave you to act agreeably
to your own dictates

1 am

Your most Obed?

[NDA, A. Murray’s LB, 1799-1805.]
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To Captain Otway, Commanding H. B. M. Frigate Treni, from Captain Alexander
Murray, U. 8. Navy

U: S. Frigate Insurgent
Port RovaL 13 Fel* 1800

Sir T have a particular favor to ask of you, which I hope you will
find convenient to grant.

I have understood that there is a young Man on board the Trent,
by the name of Gamble, who is an American as I am well acquainted
with his Father & connections who are very respectable Citizens of
the United States, & very desirous to have him restored to them I
have taken this liberty in his favor.

Was the thing placed upon any doubt as to his parentage, be assured
I would not give you this trouble, but as the information has been
lodged with me by an American Captain at Kingston, I am in duty
bound to intercede in his behalf.

Vith great respect
I am
Your most Obed!
Hum?® Servt
Capt Orway
His Britanic Majesties
Frigate Trent

[NDA. A. Murray’s LB, 1799-1805.]

Extract from log book of the American private armed Brig Eliza, Captain
Peterson commanding, 13 February to 11 April 1800

Feb. 13, sailed from Leghorn: left there about 30 sail of American
vessels, laden with sugar, coffee, cocoa, and tobacco; amongst which
are the Louisa, Hogard, Betsey, White, and Ariel, Griffith, all of and
from Philadelphia: the Sphinx, Brantz, Diana, Furlong, Charlotte,
Foster, Hunter, Wheeler, and Two Betseys, of Baltimore: the Caroline,
Preble, of Boston, Mount Vernon, Derby, of Salem, Boston, Freeman,
and several others, names not recollected.

Feb. 14, off the island of Gorgona, fell in with a French privateer,
of 8 guns, and full of men, which we engaged for 3 glasses. It falling
calm, she effected her escape by means of her sweeps and boat, after
receiving considerable damage. — The above engagement reflects
much honor on the crew of the Eliza, for their gallant behaviour.

Feb. 23, Between Cape de Gatt and Cape Pallos experienced a
tremendous gale of wind, in which a sea struck the brig, that carried
away her larboard bulwarks and stentions from the Forechains to
the Companion, at the same time sweeping every thing off deck;
had one man killed, and several much bruised by being washed under
the guns. The gale continuing, and the vessel making much water,
we were obliged to make the first port possible, to repair, and on the
26th arrived at Port Mahon, in the island of Minorca.

March 12, Arrived the Pearl frigate, with the Le Genereuz, of 80
guns and 1300 men, which had been captured off Malta, having on
board for that place, provisions for twelve months.

26th, sailed from Mahon, in company with the Success frigate.

April 4, off Almira, spoke a Danish brig cutter from Malaga, out
24 hours, bound for Leghorn, who informed us, that Gibraltar was
blockaded by the French and Spanish gun boats.
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6th, spoke the Danish ship Nancy, from Barcelona, bound to
Malaga, who confirmed the blockade of Gibraltar; and off the island
Ivica had been brought too by a frigate, with Lord Nelson on board,
bound down the Streights.

. 7th, Passed the Streights of Gibraltar, in company with a Danish
rig.

8th, off Cape Spartel, spoke the ship Caroline, capt. E. Preble, of
Boston, in company with the Diana, of Baltimore, from Leghorn,
bound home, who informed us, that the Queen Charlotte, Admiral
Keith, was blown up in Leghorn roads, and upwards of 600 souls
perished. The admiral was on shore.

8th, spoke the Leviathan, admiral Duckworth, who the day before
in company with the Thalia frigate, captured two Spanish frigates,
and seven sail of merchantmen, bound t¢ Vera Cruz.

April 11, spoke the Swiftsure, of 74 guns, capt. Hallowell, with a
prize in company, supposed to be worth 30,000l. The Swnifisure had
1sﬂpoken the Hunter and Charlotte, of Baltimore, from Leghorn, bound

ome,

(Genoa still remains blockaded, as does all the ccast of France in
t];fe Mediterranean — Lord Keith having issued his orders to that
effect.

[LC, “Claypoole’s American Daily Advertiser”, (Phils.), § May 1800.]

To Oliver Ellsworth, William R. Davie & William Vans Murray, Envoys Extraor-
dinary and Ministers Plenipotentiary of the United States to France, from
Secretary of State

(N9 4) DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Philad? Feb¥ 14, 1800

Oliver Ellsworth
W= R, Davie Esquires
W= V. Murray

GextLEMEN In your commissions, containing your full powers, you
are named “Envoys Extraordinary and Ministers Plenipotentiary of
the United States to the French Republic;”’ and you are authorized
“to meet and confer with the Minister or Ministers of the French
Republic who shall be appeinted and commissioned with equal powers,
and with such Minister or Ministers to discuss and settle by a treaty
all controversies between the United States and France.” Conse-
quently the circumstance of your letters of credence being addressed
to the late “Executive Directory,” need not prevent or impede the
proposed negotiation provided the existing Government in France
are inclined to enter upon it and to conclude a treaty. This is the
President’s opinion, and by his direction I now communicate it to
you. — Indeed the idea must have occurred to you; it being ocbvious
that a satisfactory treaty, however negotiated, which shall be approved
and ratified by the President by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate, will be alike valid as if conducted with the most minute
attention to customary formalities. —

I am with great respect &e. &c

Tmvoray PickerING
[SDA, Dip Cor., Inst. to Min, Bk 5, 1798-1800.]
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{14 February 1800]

Plea of Jared Ingersoll, Attorney for the United States, concerning the schooner
Anna captured by the U. 8. Schooner Experiment

Pleas before Richard Peters Esquire Judge of the District Court of
the United States in and for the Pennsylvania District at Phila-
delphia —

In the District Court of the United States of America in and for the

Pennsylvania District —

Be it remembered — That on the eighth Day of July in the Year
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred into the District Court of
the United States in and for the Pennsylvania District in his proper
Person comes Jared Ingersoll Attorney for the United States in and
for the District aforesaid who for the United States in this Behalf
prosecuting gives the Court to understand and be informed that
since the passing of an Act entitled “An Act to suspend the Commer-
cial Intercourse between the United States and France and the
Dependencies thereof” — and also the Act entitled “An Act further
to protect the Commerce of the United States” — to wit on the
fourteenth Day of February last past on the High Seas and within
the Jurisdiction of this Court William Maly Esquire Commander of
the public armed Vessel called the Eineriment belonging to and em-
ployed in the Service of said the United States did subdue seize and
take and bring into the Port of Philadelphia in the District aforesaid
the same being a Port of the said United States a certain Schooner
called the Anna commanded by a certain Benjamin Dutton owned
hired or employed wholly or in Part by some Person resident within
the United States and which departed therefrom subsequent to the
first Day of July in the Year one thousand seven hundred and ninety
eight and proceeded to a Port or Place within the Territories of the
French Republic or the Dependencies thereof or to a Place in the
West-Indies under the acknowledged Government of France and the
sald Brig was then and there at the Time of the said Capture employed
in Traffick & Commerce with Persons resident within the Jurisdiction
and under the Authority of the French Republic, to wit at Jacquemel
in the Island of Hispaniola — whereby and by Force of the said Acts
of Congress of the said United States the said Vessel with her Tackle
Apparel and Cargo became forfeited to the United States and the
Captors —

Wherefore the said Attorney prosecuting as aforesaid prays the
Advice of the Court upon the Premises and that due Process may issue
to cite and admonish all Persons whom 1t may concern to appear at
the next Court-Day and shew Cause if any they have why tge said
Schooner with her Cargo and Appurtenances, should not by the
Sentance and Decree of this honorable Court be condemned and
otherwise disposed of as the Law in such Cases provides and directs —

JareED INGERsOLL — Attorney
for the U. S —
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[14 February 1800]

Answer of Benjamin West, Agent for Benjamin Dutton Owner of the Anna

To the honorable Richard Peters Esq. Judge of the District Court of the
United States in and for the Pennsylvania District

The Answer of Benjamin West Agent for Benjamin Dutton Owner
of the Schooner Anna for and in Behalf of the said Benjamin Dutton
to the Libel of Jared Ingersoll Esq. in Behalf of the United States —

Respectfully shewith

This Respondent saving and reserving all and all Manner of Excep-
tions to and Advantage of the manifest Uncertainties Insufficiencies
and Imperfections in the Libellants said Libel contained for Answer
thereto or to sec much thereof as is material and necessary for him to
answer, answereth and saith — That well and true it is that William
Maley Esquire Commander of the public armed Ship called the
Experiment did seize take and bring into the Port of Philadelphia the
said Schooner called the Anna but this Informant verily believes that
no Resistance whatever, was made by the said Captain Dutton to the
Seizure of the same and as far as this Respondent knows or is apprized
of the Circumstances he verily believes that the said Seizure was
unlawful and cannot be justified by any of the Acts of the Congress of
the United States still less by the Acts of Congress in the Libellants
said Libel set forth — Wherefore this Respondent respectfully prays
that the said Libel may be dismissed and that the said Schooner called
the Anna with her Tackle Apparel and Appurtenances be restored to
this Respondent in the Behalf aforesaid together with lawful Costs
and Charges by him about this Suit in this Behalf expended —

The foregoing affirmed to
& subscribed this 6th Day
of August 1800. before "
Reynold Keen Bexs® Wesr.
one of the Aldermen of the
City of Philadelphia
In the District Court of the United States in and for the Pennsylvania
District —

The United States
+

v
The Schooner Anna &c .
Captured by the Ezperiment, Sur Libel filed 8th July 1800.

Maiey, Benjamin West for
Benjamin Dutton Claimant

T. 8. District Court Decres in the case of the Schooner Anns

It is not stated nor does it appear that this Vessel sailed from the
United States since the third Day of March in the Year of our Lord
one thousand seven hundred apd ninety nine and therefore the Case
does not come within the Operation of the second Non-Intercourse
Law on which alone she canr be liable to Condemnation — having
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been seized after the Expiration of the first Law and before the
Commencement of the third —

I therefore dismiss the Libel with Costs —

Ricaarp PETERs —

PHIvap? 5. Sept? 1800.

In the Dist: Ct Penn?
The UNITED STATES —

\& } Sur Libel filed 8th July 1800.
The Schooner Anna &ec.
Bill of Costs —

Dist: Attorney (Ingersoll) .. .___ 17. —

L0 =T DU 22,72

Marshal — for serving Attachm¢____  _  _ ________ 2. —

Custody Fee f» 3¢ Ap! to 19. Augt 1800} 208. 50

inclusive is 139. Days @ Dr 1.50 pr Dayf-~" """~~~ .

Cash paid Capt. Hodgdon’s Bill_ .. ________ .. _.____ R 66. 81

Porterage & Storage of Sails____. . ______________________ 7. 00

Custom House for Tonnage &e.__ ... .. ___________.___ 25. 70 310. 01
Drs 349. 73

Taxed at three hundred and forty nine Dollars seventy three Cents
Ricaarp PETERs.

Affidavit of D. Caldwell, Clerk District Court

~— UNITED STATES — Set
Pennsylvania District| >

I CERTIFY (for the Use of the United States) that the foregoing
are true and faithful Copies of the Originals filed and now remaining
amongst the Records of the District Court of the United States in
and for the Pennsylvania District in my Office — WITNESS my
Hand and the Seal of the said Court at Philadelphia this sixth Day
of July A. D. 1801 and in the twenty sixth Year of the Independance

of the said United States —
D. CavpwerLL — Clk. Dist. Ct
[NDA. XZ, Experiment.]

[14 February 1800]

Plea of Jared Ingersoll, Attorney for the United States, concerning capture of
the Spanish Brigatine Los Amigos by U. S. Schooner Experiment

Pleas before the honorable Richard Peters Esquire Judge of the Dis-
trict Court of the United States in and for the Pennsylvania
District at Philadelphia

In the District Court of the United States of America in and for the
Pennsylvania District

Be it remembered that on the eighth day of July in the year of our
Lord One thousand eight hundred into the District Court of the United
States in and for the District of Pennsylvania in his proper person
comes Jared Ingersoll Attorney for the United States in and for tne
District aforesaid who for the United States in this behalf prosecuting
gives the Court to understand and be informed that since the passing
of an Act, entitled An Act to suspend the Commercial Intercourse
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between the United States and France and the dependencies thereof
and also the Act entitled An Act further to protect the commerce of
the United States towit on the fourteenth day of February last past on
the high seas and within the Jurisdiction of this Court. William Maly
Esq* Commander of the public armed vessel called the Ezrperiment
belonging to and employed in the service of the said United States, did
subdue seize and take and bring into the Port of Philadelphia in the
District aforesaid, the same being a Port of the said United States a
certain Brig called the Los Amyos, commanded by a certain Joseph
Lewis Garcia, owned, hired or emploved wholly or in part by some
person resident within the United States, and which departed there-
from subsequent to the first day of July in the year One thousand seven
hundred and ninety eight and proceeded to a Port or Place within the
territories of the French Republic or the dependencies thereof or to a
Place in the West Indies under the acknowledged Government of
France and the said Brig was then and there at the time of the said
Capture cmployed in traffic and Commerce, with persons resident
within the Jurisdiction and under the Authority of the French Republic
towit at Jacquemel in the Island of Hispaniola, whereby and by force
of the said Acts of Congress of the said United States the said vessel
with her Tackle Apparel and Cargo became forfeited to the United
States and the Captors—

WHEREFORE the said Attorney prosecuting as aforesaid
prays the advice of the Court upon the premises and that due
process may issue to cite and admonish all persons whom it may
coneern to appear at the next court day, and shew cause if any
they have why the said Brig with her cargo and appurtenances
should not by the sentence and decree of this honorable Court be
condemned and otherwise disposed of as the law in such cases
provides and directs.

Jarep INGERsoLL Attorney for the US.

{14 February 1800]
U. 8. District Court Decree in the case of the Spanish Brigantine Los Amigos

In the District Court of the United States in and for the Pennsylvania
Distriet —
The UNiTED STATES
ve Decree.
Brigantine Los Amaigos

The Papers found on board, shew the vessel to be the property of a
subject of the King of Spain, with whom the United States are in
Amity — No Proof is pretended much less brought forward, that the
Papers are false & colourable, except as to N? 6 & 7 — which it is said
the Captain of the Brigantine acknowledged to be forged. This
Circumstance however does not warrant the Capture — How the
vessels of Spanish Subjects are employed, whether in fair or contra-
band Trade is not a matter with which we have any Concern — The
Vessel having been an American Bottom, or American built does not
subject her to capture, Seizure Condemnation and forfeiture unless it
is ciearly proved that she has been employed contrary to some law
of the United States, authorizing capture & directing seizure & for-
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feiture — But no such Proof is before me. I find no ground for
capture, or seizure under the Acts of Congress, mentioned in the
Libel. The Allegations therein not being supported I dismiss the
libel with costs, & order the vessel called the Los Amigos or Los A
Mpyos therein mentioned with her Cargo & appurtenances to be
restored to the lawful owner or owners or his or their Agent or
Attorney
Ricaarp PETERS
12 Sept 1300.

In the Dist. Court, Penns?

Tae UNITED STATES —

v¥ .
The Brigt Los A Myos captured(Sur Libel filed 8% July 1800 —

by the Ezperiment — Maley —

Bill of Costs —

Dist Attorney—(Ingersoll) .________________ . __.... 17 —

Clerk o e 9. 40

Marshal for servs# Attachment___________________.________ 2 —

Custody fee from 18 Ap! to 18 Sepr is 154 days @ 1 50/100..__ 231 —

Cash pd Capt Hodgdon’s bill. - - . ______. 112,20

Wharfage . e 64. —

Harbour Master. . .. 1.— 410.20
Dre 436. 60

Taxed at four hundred and thirty six dollars sixty cents.
Ricaarp PETERs.

Afidavit of D, Caldwell, Clerk District Court, for the Pennsylvania District

UNITED STATES }S .
Pennsylvania District[>%
I CERTIFY (for the use of the United States) that the fore-
going are true and faithful copies of the originals filed and now
remaining amongst the records of the District Court of the
Umnited States in and for the Pennsylvania District, in my
office —
WITNESS my hand and the seal of the said Court at Philadelphia
this sixth day of July A. D. 1801 — And in the twenty-sixth year of
the Independence of the said United States —
D. CavpwerLL — Clk. Dust. Ct

{NDA. XZ, Exzperimeni.]

Extract from journsl of Captain Edward Preble, U. 8, Navy, commanding U. S.
Frigate Essex, Friday, 14 February 1800

Wind S. E. by S. to E. S. E, Fresh gales, smooth sea and pleasant
weather. At half past 8 P. M., John Wells and Danijel Woodman,
two able seamen, fell overboard and were both drowned, although
every exertion was made to save them. Dismounted two of the Quar-
ter-deck guns and stored them below, as they could not be worked
clear of the main shrouds.

[NR&L, Nr P 922u1.]
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Extract from journal of Sailing Master Rufus Low, U. 8. Navy, of U. §. frigate Essex,
Captain Edward Preble, U. S. Navy, commanding, Friday, 14 February 1800

Commences with moderate weather & smooth sea, people employ’d
at sundries of Ships duty. — between the hours 0?8 & 9 oClock
P. M. Jn? Wells & Daniel Woodman got into a scuffle on the star-
board gangway, unknown to any officer on board & both fell overboard
together. Immediately sent the Jolly boat with an Officer in quest
of them. In ¥ of an Lour the boat returnd, without seeing or hearing
any thing of them.

Lat. Observed 16°.2’ S

Longitude in 25°.21' W

[LC, EPP, 1799-1800.]

Extract from journal of U. 8. schooner Experiment, Lieutenant William Maley, U. S.
Navy, commanding, 14 February 1800

Captured the Brig L'’Mangoos [Los Amigos] from Jamaica to Port
Cavello, sent Mt Blake and five Men with her to Cape Francois to
Commodore Talbot. —

[NDA, NO, Vol. 1.]

Extract from log book of Sailing Master Joseph Whitmore, U. 8. Navy, of U. S.
ship Warren, Master Commandant Timothy Newman, U, 8. Navy, commanding,
Friday, 14 February 1800

[In harbor of Havana} Light Breezes the fore part People Employ’d
on Sundry parts of Ships Duty Sent the Cutter and got her Loaded
with Water Veered out to the bitter End of the Stream Cable to bring
to bear a Strain upon the Bower at 4 hove it in to the Service Sent up
Top Gal® Yards at 7 the wind came in from the Northward fresh &
Cloudy Sent down Top Gall®® Yards got Clear for Letting go the
Larboard bower and All Ready for Sea when wind & Weather will
permit Received on board two Negro Servants from A Schooner
belonging to Philadelphia put them in Irons for their Threatning to
Leave the Schooner and other Abuse

[HS of Old Newbury, Mass.,, NDA photostat.]

To William Crafts, Navy Agent, Charleston, 8. C., from Secretary of the Navy

[Philadelphia]
Navy Department 15th February 1800
WiLLiam Crarrs Esqre.
Charleston S C.

Sir I am honored with your letter of the 29th Ult® — The steps
you have taken with respect to the Brig General Pin[clkney are
perfectly satisfactory, and I agree entirely in opinion with you that
she Is no longer fit to be retained as a Vessel of War You will there-
fore be pleased to divest her of all her military equipments & Stores, and
sell her for the best price that can be obtained, discharging at once
all her Crew, excepting only a sufficient number to take care of her
until she is sold — If you find she will sell to more advantage with
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any part of her military equipments included that is, if you can obtain
ample value for such equipments so included you may dispose of her
in that manner —

As 1 have never had a correct return of the Officers of the General
Pinkney, I request that you will be pleased to direct Captain Heyward
to make me such a return forthwith designating such as may prefer
retiring from service, from those who wish to continue —

I have the honor to be

Sir
Yr obed Servt

PS —

Major Burrows has ordered the Marines to Norfolk, to which be
pleased to attend & render them such assistance as may be necessary —

[NDA, GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

Blensamin] S[TropperT).

To Captain Daniel McNeill, U. 8. Navy, from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 15 February 1800
Capt? Dsn! MeNeill
of the Portsmouth, N York

Sir The first thing to be done with respect to the Portsmouth is to
pay off the Crew, which I hope is done, and if done the Purser should
be sent on here directly to settle his Accts — All the men should be
gjscharged and paid off, so that when she sails it may be with a new

Tew.

After getting clear of the old crew, the Ship should be put in order
with all possible expedition for another Voyage — Mess™ James & E
Watson will give all the necessary ald on this subject —

It is probable she will go to France, and in this case, less than a
full crew will be sufficient — Until this is determined it will be improper
to begin to recruit except a few men to keep on board the Ship over-
hauling the rigging &¢ But if you have enough whose times of service
have not expired they will answer the same purpose —

I have the honor to be

Sir
Yr obed Servt
[NDA. OSW, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

Extract from log book of Sailing Master Joseph Whitmore, U. S. Navy, of U. 8.
Ship Warren, Master Commandant Timothy Newmaean, U. S. Navy, commanding,
Saturday, 15 February 1800

[In harbor of Havana] Fresh Breezes and Cloudy from the North-
ward People Employd on Sundry part of Ships Duty Received on
board the Cutter Load of Water the Norfolk’s Jolly Boat came in
from Sea with a Midshipman in her Leaving the Norfolk standing
off and on Americans Arriving Dayly fired a gun

[HS of Old Newbury, Mass. NDA photostat.]
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Extract from journal of Lieutenant Isaac Hull, U. S. Navy, of U. 8. Frigate
Constitution, Captain Silas Talbot, U. S. Navy, commanding, Sunday, 16
February 1800

Moderate breezes and Clear weather Employd as necessary, at
1 a breeze sprung up from N by W filld to the westward % past 3
Saw & Strange sail E by N made all plain Sail In chace

At 6 the chace West 5 or 6 miles, % past 6 passd her on the weather
beam & made the private Signal to her which she did not answer,
Wore round In to ber Wake and cleard ship for Action then made
sail to pursue her, % past 9 boarded her, an Hamburgh Ship from the
Cape bound to Hamburgh ¥ past 10 Wore to the N¢ and made sail

At daylight saw a strange sail W S W made sail In Chace, at 10
boarded the chace an American Schooner from the Cape b? to New-
port, sent our Surgeon to examine a sick man on b® her, ¥ past 11
filld to the S¢

At 12 light airs from E N E

Latitude Observed 20° 25’ North

[NDA photostat.]

Extract from log book of Sailing Master Joseph Whitmore, U. S. Navy, of U. S.
Ship Warren, Master Commandant Timothy Newman, U. S. Navy, commanding,
Sunday, 16 February 1800

The first part Light Breezes and Clear Weather at 5 A M Fired a
Gun for the fleet to get under way for Sea Sent the Negroes on board
at 7 A M Unmoored Ship and Hove Short

at 10 got under way and got to Sea with Nineteen Sail of American
Vessells under Convoy

At 12 Mendian the Moro Castle bore S E Dist 3 Miles the Brig
Norfolk in Company

A Strange Sail in Sight to Windward

on Examining our Cables found one Bad Gaul Received by a
Schooners Drifting and Riding over our Cable and Another Gaul
Received by the Stem of the Ship

[HS of Old Newbury, Mass. NDA photostat.]

To Lewis M, O’'Brien, Vice Consul & Agent for United States at St. Andero, from
David Humphreys, United States Minister to Madrid, Spain

Moaprip, February 17, 1800.

Sir, I have received a letter, dated the 15th inst. from the acting first
Minister of State of his Catholic Majesty, informing me that the King
‘““desiring as much as possible to diminish the damages which result
to the nations, from the scandalous traffic which many of his subjects
have with the place of Gibraltar, by means of neutral vessels: and
using just reprisals towards the enemies of his crown, who have
declared the ports of Cadiz and St. Lucar de Barramedo to be block-
aded; his Majesty has been pleased to declare, that from that day, he
considered the place of Gibraltar to be blockaded, and that, under this
view, all neutral vessels going to that place, would be held as lawful
prizes.”

In consequence of this declaration, I have to request that you will
communicate, as extensively as may be, the necessary information to
such citizens of the United States as may be concerned.
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The ministers and Diplomatic Agents of the different neutral
nations, at this court, are endeavouring to use all the means in their
power to prevent the disastrous consequences which may be expected
to result from so extraordinary a measure.

With sentiments of regard,

Yours, &c.
(Signed) Davio HuMrHREYS.

[LC, “Claypoole’s American Daily Advertiser’” (Phila.), 30 May 1800.]

To Stephen Higginson & Company, Navy Agents, Boston, Mass., from Accountant
of the Navy
[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department, Acc*t Office 17%® February 1800
Mess™ Hicainson & C*
Boston
Gext By a Muster Roll this day rec? at this Office, from the
Frigate Constitution, I observe that James Collins Quarter Gunner &
Archib?¢ Thompson Seaman, who had given powers of attorny to
receive allotments of Pay, are dead James Collins died on the 21°%
of October, and Archib? Thompson on the 15th November last, this
information is given to you, that you may not make, any further
payments on the powers of attorny —
Iam &*
Tro' TUrRNER Aecct

[NDA, LB Acct, 1798-1800.]

To Ebenezer Jackson, Navy Agent, Savannah, Ga., from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 17** February 1800
EsexEzER JAcKsoN Esqr
Savanah Georgia

Sir 1 am honored with your letters of the 22d, 23d, 26th & 30
January —

Mr* Miller must get all the knees he has contracted for — they can
be obtained by his own letter in which he gives notice they will fall
short, and he should have considered the difficulty before he made the
contract — Any other pieces had better be deficient than Knees —
and I hope no knees will be deficient — On the subject of retribution
for the delay of bhis hands waiting for the moulds, I cannot for the
present say any thing further than that the Public, like an Individual,
should do justice — Were all the trees cut down, and the work as
forward as it could be, before the moulds were received? Moulds
could not be necessary until he was ready to shape the timber — A
great deal might have been done without moulds — I should be
glad however to see his claim stated in the most particular manner on
this subject —

As to the delivery of timber, M* Miller is bound to deliver one load
at least at each landing — but the practice must be from the nature of
things to deliver many loads at one landing — It cannot be otherwise
from the scarcity of proper landings ~— the timber for each Ship must
be piled at the landing by itself, and I conceive it will be better for the
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Vessels sent for it, to go two or more landings than to have the timber
for each Ship removed so as to have it together — M?! Humphreys is
fully instructed on this subject — You have done right as to the
purchase of Lands —
I have the bonor to be with great respect Sir
Yr obed Servt

[NDA, GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

To James & Ebenezer Watson, Navy Agents, New York, from Secretary of the Navy

{PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department, 17th February 1800
Mess™ James & EBENEZER WATSON
New York —

GeNTLEMEN I have written to M* Pierce respecting his men — It
will always be the safest course for you to advance no money to
Officers without direction from hence —

I should be obliged if you would require of the Agent of the prize
carried into New York some time ago the state of that business — and
if sold where the part of the money belonging to the Public is depos-
ited. — The Spanish powder is too high yet if it is very good you will
please to buy the 18 Tons offered you at 35 Cents, and Ship to this
place so as to arrive here the first of March 26,500 Lbs for the Frigate
Philadelphia — the rest you will please to deliver to the Agent of the
War Dept sending his receipt for the same —

I have the honor to be

Gentlemen
Yr obed Servt

[NDA, GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

Extract from journal of Lieutenant Isaac Hull, U. S, Navy, of U. 5. Frigate Con-
stilution, Captain Silas Talbot, U. 5. Navy, commanding, Monday, 17 February 1800

Moderate breezes and clear weather, Wind at E by S at 2 saw the
cape bearing S S W, Continued standing In for the cape till 6 p M,
At which time we wore to the N? and Shortnd sail, the Cape S W
by W 12 miles

At 8 moderate breezes and cloudy, at 10 Tackd to the S¢

At 12 brout to and sent an Officer and a boats crew In to the Cape,
wore and came to the wind to the E N E

At daylight saw a strange sail bearing W by N bore up, and Gave
chace, A M at 8 Saw the chace bring too & Make the private Signal,
which we Answerd

At 9 Shortnd Sail brou' too and Joind company the U. S. Brig
Richmond Cap* Law who waited on Captain Talbot
18ﬁllgil and made all plain Sail for the Cape, which bore at 12 S ¥ W

miles —

[NDA, photostat.]
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Extract from log book of Sailing Master Joseph Whitmore, U. S. Navy, of U. 8.
Ship Warren, Master Commandant Timothy Newman, U. 8. Navy, commanding,
Monday, 17 February 1800

"The first part of these 24 Hours Light Breeses and flying Clouds

at 3 PM spoke His Majesty’s Frigate Aquilon Thomas Boys Esqf
from Jamaca sent His Jolly Boat to Enquire if our fleet are All Amen-
can the Moro Castle bearing E S E 3 Leagues Dist

Tack Ship Occasionally

at 6 the Moro Castle bore SE % E Dist 3 Leag the Westmost part
of the Land S W % S 7 Leag at 7 P M Made Sail and Run a Head of
the fleet

at 8 shortened sail

at 12 Midnight Made Signals for the fleet to To Tack ship on for
the Land Middle part Light Breezes & Cloudy

at 4 A M Made Signals for Tacking Ship off Shore

at 6 the Fleet all in Sight the Moro about 6 or 7 Leagues Dist
South from us Tacked Ship Occasional

st 12 Meridian the Maidens Pass back of the Havana bore Sb W 7
or 8 Leag Dist the Eastern part of the Land bore S E b E Dist 9
Leagues

Latter part Light Breezes and Cloudy

[HS of Old Newbury, Mass. NDA photostat.}

Extract from a letter from on board the U. 5. S. Baliimore, Master Commandant
Williem Cowper, U. 8. KRavy, commanding

‘“BassETERRE, ST. CHRISTOPHERS,
Feb. 18, 1800.

“Being just on the point of sailing with a convoy for the United
States, I embrace the opportunity of mforming you of what has trans-
pired in these seas since we have arrived. Nothing material happened
on the passage, and we had very pleasant weather. The Beallimore 1s
generally employed in convoying our merchantmen out the reach of
the French pirates; we have, however, after leaving the fleet a good
opportunity of cruizing,

“On the 19th December last, to windward of Redondo Rock and
Montserat, we took & French copperbottomed brig loaded with fine
sugar, from Guadaloupe bound to St. Thomas, and brought her in here,
from whence she is to be sent to Norfolk with the present fleet. Since
that time we disguised our ship, by concealing our guns, putting
wooden ones on the upper deck, and painting her, so as to look like a
letter of marque.

“On the 13th January, cruizing to windward of Deseada, saw a
schooner [Le Brillant Jeunesse], which bore down upon the Baltimore;
after taking a look at the ship a little distance off, she came along side,
80 near that her men were seen on deck with all their boarding imple-
ments in their hands. Capt. Cowper immediately opened his battery
and gave her two broad sides, upon which she sheered off and
endeavored to get away; but continuing to fire our bow guns, (one
ball from which wounded her Licutenant severely in the arm, passed
through her companion and stuck in her mainmast) she struck.
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“Next day saw another French privateer, who came down in the
same manner, within pistol shot, when he was received with round,
grape and canister shot, so warmly, that his quarters were soon levelled
Witﬁ his deck; he being full of men, with 16 guns, returned gun for
gun and a shower of musketry which killed one of the marines, (the
shot passing through his left wrist and lodging in his heart at the
instant he discharged his musket) and injured ti‘)e Baltimore’s rigging
considerably.

He was chaced till night, but afraid of losing the prize, gave up the
chace. We have since learned that she lost 35 men, and threw his
boet, anchor, cables, &e. &c. overboard, before she got off. Her crew
was 130 in number.

“Commodore Truxtun has arrived here, and commands the squad-
ron on this station, consisting of the Constellation, Adams, John
Adams, Connecticut, Baltimore, Eagle, Pickering, Enterprize, &c. The
Connecticut, which is reckoned the fastest sailing vessel we have, has
taken a French brig called 1) Italie Congqulisle, of 16 nine pounders,
and has been cruizing four years, during which she took more than 150
prizes. She fired mto the Connecticut, which was returned with
several broad sides, which shot away her fore top mast and wounded
the Captain in the forehead, upon which they all ran down into the
hold, leaving two American Captains (prisoners) on deck, who put the
helm up and hauled down her colours, just as the Connecticud was
about firtng another broad side. The French brig’s rigging was cut to
pieces. She has since been fitted out here and manned from L’'Insur-
gentle, E now cruizing, and recaptured the William and Mary, a Liver-
pool ship.

“The brig Eagle, a few days ago, chaced two French privateers, but
finding their force double his own, did not think prudent to engage,
but continued his course; after receiving & number of shot from them,

“P. S. I forgot to mention a circumstance which occurred whilst 1
was on board the Adams. On the 24th Feb. about sun set saw &
brig from the mast-head, to which we immediately gave chace;
about 10 having gained on her considerably she continually made
false fires. At 12 fired several shot at her, but she kept on her course.
At 2 came up with her, when she fired her stern chases into us, which
was immediately returned by two broad sides from the Adams.
Hailed her and ordered the captain on board with his papers, which he
immediately complied with; she proved to be the British privateer
John Bull, of 4 thirty two pounders and 10 sixes.”

[LC, “Claypoole’s American Daily Advertiser” (Phila.), 1 April 1800.]

To Nehemiah Hubbard, Navy Agent, I;Iqiddlatown. Conn., from Accountant of the
avy
[PHILADELPHIA]
; Nawvy Department Accountant’s Office 18 Feb? 1800
Nenemian Hussarp Esqf
Middletown

Sir In the examination of the accounts & vouchers rendered by you
to this Office, several errors have been discovered, & several charges
made by you, are suspended for the want of the necessary and proper
Vouchers to support them; the most material of which is considerable
sums advanc’d to the Officers & Crew of the Connecticut.
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All advances made to the Officers & Crews of ships, should always
be made to or through the purser, it is necessary in all such cases that
some responsible person on board, should be oblig’d to account at
this Office, for all monies paid on account of the Ship or Crew, this
Officer is generally the Purser, whose business it is to keep regular
accounts of the pay, due to every person on board, and the sums paid
to them — of course it is absolutely necessary, that the purser should
bave a knowledge of all sums advanc’d or paid, that he may make his
entries — And wherever advances or payments are made by the Naval
Agents, it is incumbent upon them, to render to the purser, an abstract,
stating the particular sums advanc’'d or paid, & to whom, and upon
& duplicate of which, to get the Pursers acknowledgement ~— that the
several sums therein mentioned amounting to ————— have been
so advanc’d or paid, and that he is to account at this Office for the
amount thereof in the final settlement of his accounts. —

You have also charg’d to the amount of 149 95/100 $ paid for ex-
pences of Music &c in recruiting — according to the regulsations laid
down by the Secretary of the Navy (and of which I presume all the
recruiting Officers had knowledge) these charges cannot be allowed. —
The Secretary has directed an allowance of 2 dollars for each man
recruited, in lieu of all expenses of Music &c to be incurred on account
of the Publick; where Officers are from extraordinary and unavoidable
circumstances, subjected to extraordinary expenses, it is necessary
they should render their account stating the particulars, for adjust-
ment, to this Office only, such accounts can only be allow’d under
very parmcular circumstances, and of which this departm! alone must
judge of the propriety — There are also charges to the am? of 154 §
(in 2 separate charges of 77 each) paid for stage passages for Seamen,
for which it is necessary the proprietors or managers of the Smfre
should give a receipt as no charge whatever, for any Kind of Expendl-
ture can be allow’d without a receipt for payment —

I have the honor to be

Sir
Y* Obt Servt

Tromas TurNErR Acct —
[NBA, LB Acct, 1798-1800.]

To The Commander of any of the Public Armed Vessels of the United States from
Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 18th February 1800

The Commander of any of the Public Armed Vessels of the United States

If any American Public armed Vessel should fall in with the [Mer-
chant] Ship Richmond, the Commander is desired to give her all the
protection in his power and convoy her to a safe latitude — But if
such Commanding Officer should be on particular service with which
the performance of the service here required would be too great an
interference, in that case, He is desired to see the Richmond[*] safe
to St Kitts from whence Captain Truxtun will have her convoyed —

[*Carried a very valuable cargo.]
[NDA, OSW, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]
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Extract from journal of Lieutenant Isaac Huli, U, 8, Navy, of U. 8. Frigate
Constﬂuiion,o(}aptain Bilas Talbot, U. S. Navy, commanding, Tuesday, 18 Feb-
ruary 180

Moderate breezes and Clear Weather

At 2 saw a strange sail bearing S W by W made sail and Gave
chace — Richmond 1n Company % past 5 Shortnd sail and boarded
the chace an American Arm’d Ship from the Cape bound to Baltimore,
by her we sent home three french prisoners taken In the dAmelig

At 7 light airs from N by W, at 11 Departed this life Dennis
Murray Ordinary Seaman Committed the body of the deceacd to the
deep with the usual custom as perform’d at Sea

At 12 Moderate & Cloudy

At daylight saw & strange sail bearing N by W

At 12 Meredian light airs from the N¢ with flying clouds Cape
Francois S by W 15 miles

[NDA photostat.]

Extract from journal of U. 8. Schooner Experimen!, Lieutenant William Maley, U, S,
Navy, commanding, 18 February 1800

Captured the French armed Schooner L’Legere from S* Jago bound
to Jeremie sent M* Downes & three men aboard. —

[NDA. NO, Vol. 1]

Extract from log book of Sailing Master Joseph Whitmore, U. 5. Navy, of U. B.
Ship Warren, Master Commandant Timothy Newman, U. S. Navy, commanding,
Tuesday, 18 February 1800

The first part Moderate Breezes & Cloudy from 1 P M untill 2 Lay
by for our fleet to come up at 3 saw a sail bearing N N E hove
out & signal to the Norfolk She made sail & spoke her we parted her
Company

at 4 P M hove out A signal for the fleet to come in close order
bore away for the Lee Vessell at 6 the Eastmost Land bore SE B E
Dist 9 or 10 Leagues the Westmost bore South 7 Leagues Took in
T G Sails Stay Sails Reefd Top Sails

at 9 hauld up Courses the fleet in sight

at 12 Midnight Backd M® T Sail

Middle part Moderate Breezes and Cloudy

at 2 A M Cleued up the Top sails

at 3 Set the Top Sails and Rounded to with head to the Southward
and Westward for the fleet to come up with us

) s}x}t 6 wore Ship to the Northward and made sail 9 of our fleet in
sight

at 11 Saw The Double Headed Shot bearing E N E Dist 4 Leagues

at 12 Meridian the Double Headed Shot bore East & E S E Dist
2 Leagues

Latter part Fresh Breezes and flying Clouds A Number of the
fleet in sight

Latitude Observed 23° 52’ North

[HS of Old Newbury, Mass. NDA photostat.]
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To Secretary of the Navy from Gibbs & Channing, Navy Agents, Newport, R. 1.

Newrport Feby 19 1800

Sir We received your favor inclosing two letters that for Zachariah
Rhodes we forwarded to him at New York to which place he had gone
too in conformity to your orders, the other for Wilson Jacobs we
forwarded to him at Providence —

Mt Humphreys handed us your favor by him of y¢ 3 Ins' we were
happy in the opportunity of aiding him to procure information of the
situation of the harbour & bay — We got a person acquainted with the
river to accompany him in his further examination — The George
Washington proves more defective than appeared, on our last advice
to you respecting her — it was natural to be expected, that she would
have been sound below light-water mark; but it has turned out to
the Contrary; her lower futtocks, and the plank on them being more
defective than any part of her, and in other parts where the timber
and plank are good, the trunnels are decayed; That the repairs will
be much greater than we could have had an idea of. We requested
Mt Humphreys to examine her, he coincides with us in opinion, that
if Thirty thousand dollars could be had for her as she came from sea,
it would be better to sell her, than to retain her for a cruising Ship;
when repaired she will make a good store Ship or Indiaman —

M Robinson of the house of Franklin & Robinson is now here, and
has applied to us to purchase, if at a price that would answer — As the
state of her is so much worse than expected, the price contemplated
cannot in our opinion be had for her — We therefore beg your advice
by first Post that we may give Mf Robinson an answer The Boston
Capt. Little captured the french Ship Twe Angels, on her passage
from Cape Francois to Bourdeaux — and ordered her for Boston,
contrary winds and a storm obliged her to put in this Port — having
about 50 prisoners on board, we have requested the Marshall to take
charge of them, and have supplied the Ship with provisions The
District Attorney & Collector expressed doubt, whether she could
proceed to Boston, being in a Port of the United States, of Entry &
where was admiralty Jurisdiction, and whether trial ought not to be
had. soon — having no instructions from you respecting Prizes, that
might come in here, in which the United States were mterested we
could not undertake to deside or direct — We however deemed it
proper to state these doubts to the Officers who had charge of the Ship
and to write the District Judge praying his opinion — but we con-
ceived it improper to give an opinion on a question of prudence than
of Law: whether there were any reasons founded on the difference of
Markets or other causes which would justify the risk of sending the
Ship to Boston, and of which we were the most competent to deter-
mine — But under these circumstances [under] which this Ship came in
here, that of contrary winds & a storm — and being ordered by the
commander of the Boston to Boston — and the Officer having direc-
tions from M' Higginson to proceed there, we could not undertake to
deside — But as the Prize is valuable & the risk round to Boston at
this season is great, and Insurances are here 3 per Cent for this passage
now — We considered it our duty, from the Interest the United States
had in this Ship to recommend Lieut Haswell who has charge of her, to
wait your directions — He however thinks it his duty from the orders
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he has from his Commanding Officer & M’ Higginson to embrace the
first wind to proceed — We have afforded every assistance & supply
required, and advice according to the best of our Judgement —

Hon. BENiaMIN SToDDERT Esq —

[Newport HS, Gibbs & Channing LB.]

To Henry Craig, U. S§. Agent, Martinico, from Secretary of State

DEPARTMENT OF StATE
Philads Feby 19%* 1800
HenrY Cralc Esqre
Sir, Mess®™ Jesse & Robert Waln of this city merchants, and owners
of the ship Richmond from India, which has been recaptured and car-
ried into Martinico, have requested a letter to you, (being the agent of
the United States) desiring you to render them any assistance which
the case may require, to effect the liberation of the ship and eargo, on
the best possible terms. — Those merchants are of great respecta-
bility and solid capitals; so that any credit which circumstances may
require, may be given with perfect safety. The good dispositions
you have always manifested to aid your countrymen supersede any
importunity on this occasion.
I embrace the opportunity to send you my last report respecting
impressed American seamen; and
remain very respectfully &c. &ec.
TiMoray PICKERING

[SDA. Dip. Cor. Inst. to Min., 1798-1800,]

To Hon. Josiah Parker, Chairman of the Committes on Naval Affairs, from
Becretary of the Navy

{PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Deparimend 19th February 1800
Honble Josiau Parker Esquire

Sir I do myself the honor to submit to the consideration of the
Committee of which you are Chairman the enclosed draft of a Bill for
the government of the Marine Corps while on shore, and a draft of a
bill for the government of the Navy, the present law being imperfect
particularly in the distribution of prize money & the constitution &
powers of Courts Martial —

To enable the Committee to perceive at once the difference between
this bill, & the existing Law, fizures of reference to the corresponding
clauses in the old Law are made with a pencil in the margin of the bill,
where there are no such figures, the articles are additional — Figures
are also made in the enclosed copy of the old law. —

It will be perceived that the provision of half pay fordisabled Officers
& seamen is proposed to be materially changed The present pay of
Seamen is very high — Half pay would be right, Eight and an half
dollars p* month, or one hundred & two Dollars pf annum, would be a
temptation almost sufficient to induce a worthless seaman to procure
his own disability — The proposed alteration will put it in the power
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of Government to proportion the pension to the nature & degree of
suffering sustained —
I have the honor to be with
Great respect Sir
Yr obed Servt
P S — If this bill or a substitute be enacted into a law, it will be
necessary to add a clause of the repeal of the existing Law

[NDA. Con. LB, Vol. 1.]

To Secretary of the Navy from Major Commandant William W. Burrows, U. 8.
Marine Corps

PrIiLAD* February 19, 1800
Mr. B. STODDART

Sir If you would cause the Cap® of the different Armed Vessels
belonging to the United States to have two chests made, one for the
Arms and one for the Cartridges, as they have in the British Service
it would save expence, and enable the Marines to be sooner at Quarters
and be in greater order.

A store room is absolutely necessary, not only to Keep the supertlous
Clothing for the Marines, but to take care of what they have. 1
believe there is not an Officer of the Navy that will not say, but what
this room is proper, and yet without your Orders 1t will not be done. —
In the first construction of the Vessel, this room is easily provided,
The first thing usually done when the Marines are called to Quarters,
I am informed is to throw the clothing of the Marines overboard, after
which, it must be matter of amusement to see the poor Devils without
a change of cloths: and it is not in the Power of the Marine Officer to
help them. I spoke to one of the best of our Navy Officers on the sub-
ject, and he told me, it could not be avoided, and I know of no other
mode, than following the British Regulations in this respect — I
have the Honor to send you some Extracts from a British Book which
is now in the Possession of Capt Tingey.

The Plan for the chests I am ready to give when called on.

Y Ob® Servt
W. W. Burrows
Mlajor] Clommandant]
Mlarine] Clorps]
[MCA, LS, 1800.]

Extract from journal of Lieutenant Isaac Hull, U. 5. Navy, of U. 8. Frigate
Constilution, Captain Bilas Talbot, U. 8. Navy, commanding, Wednesday, 19
February 1800

Moderate and Clear, Standing off and on waiting for the boat to
return from the Cape at 2 the boat came along side from the cape
hoisted her In, Wore and made sail to the Eastward, Richmond in
company

At 5 Saw a strange sail bearing E N E made sail and Gave chace,
At 7 shortnd sail and boarded the chace an American Sloop from Phila-
delphia bound to the Cape, at 8 In 2¢ reef in the Topsails and came to
the wind to the W¢ the Cape S W 14 W four or five leagues, Wore and
tackd as nessasary to keep our stations Richmond in company
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At daylight saw a strange sail E by N. Gave chace at 10 spoke the
chace an American Sloop from Newbury bound to Jamaica, filld in
pursuit of another strange sail bear* E N E, wind at West, which We
boarded an American Sloop from N Carolina b? to Jamaica At 12
faw the Monte S S E 7 or 8 leagues, the Cape S Wby S 14 S 8o0r9
eagues

[NDA photostat.]

To Master Commandant David Jewett, U. 8. Navy, from Becretary of the Navy

{PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 20th February 1800
Capt® Davip JEwirT
of the Trumbull —

S1r  As soon as you are ready for se, you will please without waiting
for further orders, proceed to New York — Your destination will be
Saint Domingo, and you may take from New London under your
convoy any vessels bound thither.

You will be detained probably at New York three days. Your
Warrant Officers may there get Warrants, provided you send me in
time their names — You will receive further instructions at New York

I have the honor to be

Sir
Yr obed Servt
[NDA. OSW, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

To James & Ebenezer Watson, Navy Agents, New York, from Secretary of the Navy

|PRILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 20th February 1800.
JaMEs & EBENEZER WATSON
New York

GexTLEMEN The Trumbull Cap Jewitt will be at New Yorkin 8 or
10 days, perhaps sooner, and will proceed from thence to St Domingo
I request the favor of you to charter a vessel to carry about 1500, to
1600 barrels, or as near to that size as possible, and load her with the
articles hereto annexed to be addressed to Nathan Levi Esquire Navy
Agent at Cape Francois. If the vessel will carry more, increase the
bread — Please so to arrange this business that the Trumbull may not
be delayed ~— Beef & Pork you have no doubt on hand from your
purchase — the Bread must be of the best quality of Ship Bread — as
indeed must every other article be. — There have been great com-
plaints of the provisions generally sent to the West Indies & particularly
of Bread — The Merchants should have notice of this vessel, that they
may if they please avail themselves of Convoy
I have the honor to be
Gent Yr obed Servt

P.S—
In addition to the provisions list be pleased to procure & ship by
the same vessel if practicable 1000 Charges of Grape Shot, for 6 pound-
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ers, with Iron Stools or Canisters or part of each, and 5000 muskit
bullets — Let me know immidiately whether this can be done by you.
BS
Articles to be shipped by Mess™ James & E. Watson for the use of
the Squadron on the Saint Domingo Station commanded by Cap?
Silas Talbot, to be addressed to Nathan Levy Esquire Navy Agent at
Cape Francois —

800 Crwt Brezftd __________________________________________ about 1066 bbls
30000 Bee o
30000}“’- {Pork}' T 300

150 Ct Rice . ol 75 ¢

400 1b Butter_ _ . 2

730 1b. Candles - e 4

1000 Gallons Vinegar_ _ _ _ ... ... .. 33
250 Bushels Beansorpeas__ . .. . . ... 70
6000 1b Flour. - o 30
6000 1b Corn Meal e _ 30
50 CvWt salt fish .. 25
Bbls. 1635

N. DEPARTMENT
21% Feb™ 1800
For the Secretary
AB Taomas
[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

[20 February 1800]

To the commanders of American vessels in Demerara from Turell Tufts, U. 8.
Consul at Paramaribo

GenTLEMEN, Captain Ro[d]gers, of the United States ship Maryland,
desires me to inform you that he intends to return to this river
[Surinam] about the first of March, for the purpose of taking under his
protection those vessels that are then ready to depart for the United
States; and will proceed directly for Berbice and Demerara for the
same purpose. It behoves you, therefore, to be in perfect readiness,
prior to the tenth of March.

I am your very humble servant,

(Signed) T. TuFTs,

Consul of the United States at Surrinam — Parimaribo, 20th Feb.
1800.

[LC, “Claypoole’s American Daily Advertiser”, (Phila.), 12 April 1800.]

Extract from a letter from a Mercantile House in Lisbon, Portugal, to & gentleman
in Baltimore, Md., concerning treatment of American ships at Malaga

[LisBon] 20th Feb. 1800.

“The following is an extract of a letter received by last post from
Malaga: “The Consul of the French Republic in this quarter seems to
have changed his conduct very much of late, in consequence as I
understand, of orders he has received from France respecting neutral
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vessels. An American vessel, unarmed, was brought in here a few days
ago, from Philadelphia, b{ a French privateer, but the Consul imme-
diately set her free. The last post but one brought 14 of his condemna-
tion sentences of neutral vessels, from France, reversed, both vessels
and cargoes being cleared: with heavy damages to be paid by the
privateer owners for the detention’.

“We hope our foregoing letter may have induced you to send this
way & cargo of wheat flour, Indian corn, rice or staves, all which
articles are in uncommon demand, as you will see by the note below.
Indeed, unless we receive considerable succours from your quarter,
we shall be actually in want of bread before 3 months are past.”

[LC, “Claypoole’s American Daily Advertiser’’, (Phila.), 3 May 1800.)

To Comptroller of the Treasury from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 20th Febrt 1800
JouN SrEELE Esqre
Comptroller of the Treasury
Sik By a letter from A Giles Esq Marshall of New York, I am
informed that the District Court have given a decree of condemnation
against the French Lugger Privateer Le Gourde Le Pelicain, Captured
by the United States Frigate Boston Capt George Little & Sloop of
War Norfolk, Capt W= Bainbridge on the 7th Novf 1799 —
One half of the Nett proceeds are decreed to the Captors, the other
to the United States which amount to 5,652 8/100 Dollars
Presuming that you will take the necessary measures relative to
this money, I shall give no directions concerning it — The money
remains in the hands of M* Giles who requests directions respecting
it —
I have the honor to be with
Great respect

1r
Yr obed Servt
[See documents dated 4 February 1800}
[NDA, Req. on US. T., 1798-1803.]
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[20 February 1800]
Account of Aquilla Giles
Dr Aquilla Giles Marshal for the Distriet of New York in ace! with
The United States

To One Moiety of the Net proceeds of Sales of the Cutter
La Garde Du Pelican her apparel, Guns, Appurtenances &
Cargo prize to the United States Ship of War, The Boston
Commanded by QGeorge Little & the Norfolk Com-
manded by William Bainbridge, Condemned in the Court
of Said District & Sold by order thereof as p* acct® &
documents herewith _________________________ Dolls._ 5652. 08

Doll* 5652. 08

Ct By Warrt in favor of the Treasurer for Amo* of N. 360.

dated 28 March 1800___ . ______ o ____ 5652. 08
st
///
J—
- Dollt 5652. 08
Auditor’s Office
April 8, 1800
B. Miffin. —

[GAO, #11351.]

To A, Tunno, James Coxe, Thomas Tunno & James Price, Charleston, 8. C, from
Secretary of the Navy
[PHILADELPHIA]

Nawvy Department 20th February 1800
Mess™ A. Tun~o
James Coxe
Taomas TunNnNo
JAMES PRICE
Charleston South Carolinag

GENTLEMEN Your Letter of 31 Dec! was a long time
on its passage, and I have delayed too long to reply to it,
wishing to be certain of having a sufficient Vessel in my
power for your object, at the moment you would want
one —

T can now assure you & with great pleasure, that one
of our Frigates will be at your service whenever you
require it

There is now at Philad* the Frigate Philad® of 44
Guns — She will be ready to sail some time in March —

Esquires

ew York to transmit

7

08t -—— and Duplicate forwarded to

=4
8 I wish I may hear before her sailing that you are ready
g . for her, which case, she shall call at Charleston & proceed
@ = where you please, perhaps it may be a sufficient object
-93 ;;n'th you to send a Pilot Boat to inform me if you want
e er—

8l I have the honor to be

g5 Gentlemen
s2 Yr obed Servt

2
=

A. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]
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To Secretary of State from Benjamin Hammell Phillips, U, 8, Gonsul at Curacao

Cunacao 20% Feb¥ 1800
To The Secretary of States

Sik My last was on the 9'* Ins' since then the Ship Mary 1.
Phillips M* [master] from Batavia loaded with Coffee & Indigo &
the Scht Sally I. Osgood M from Guayra for Salisbury both unarm’d
have arrived here as prizes to a privateer of Guadaloup

Amongst the papers w® I had the Honour to transmit on the
237¢ Sep’ are 3 Publications respecting Privateers one of w? orders
that any Vessel going from a Batavian port to a Batavian or Neutral
Port & carried into a Batavian Port shall be immediately given
up &c &c

Cap® Phillips having been made acquainted that such a Law
existed he availed bimself of it & in address to the Gov® very properly
demanded his Ship & Cargo but shameful to tell the Govrm! have
decreed that the Cargo 600,000 1b® Coffee besides Indigo, shall be
sold & the Money deposited in their Hands until an explanation
of the Law arrives from Holland because they pretend not to under-
stand it.

I have now a large number of disstres’d Americans here & I do
not know how to dispose of them. Cap® Cable of N.Yk. carries
9 & has volunteered in a very handsome manner & has incomoded
himself & Crew to relieve the disstres’d. —

Captain Baker of the Delaware has ship’d about 16 Provisions
are becoming alarmingly scarce & I cannot obtain either Beef or
Pork for the Delaware or Scammel — 1 believe they will go in a few
days for Guayra where the{y] can be supplied & get much better
Water than thely] can here. — Several of the Scammels officers &
men remain sick M* Winn is despaired of — I have the Honour to be

Most respectfully

ir,
Your Obt Serv!
Olriginal] Per Schooner Determin’'d Rover

[SDA. French Spol. CA Curacao, 1797-1801.]

Extract from journal of Lieutenant Isaac Hull, U. 8. Navy, of U. S, Frigate
Constitution, Captain Silas Talbot, U. S. Navy, commanding, Thursday, 20 Feb-
ruary 1800

Moderate breezes and Cloudy, lying too our boat along side the
chace, Richmond in compY ¥ past 12 filld and tackd to the South-
ward under all sail, % past 1 Saw two large water spouts on our
weather beam that appeard to be comeing down towards us, In
Top Gt sails, up courses, took 2¢ reef in the Topsails, & Sent down
T G Yds Richmond in Company the Richmond carryd away her fore
top sail Yard .

At 5 we parted company with the Richmond Wore and came to
the wind to the E¢ the Monte South 5 or 6 leagues At 12 Wore to
the W¢ at daylight saw two strange sails, Up T G Y% & Made all
sall in chace, at 10 boarded one of them who Informd us the other
sail the Sloop in C? was from Newyork with Stores for the Navy,
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Sent our boats on board the Sloop took her in tow and filld to the
Southward Monte a christo S E 15 miles

[NDA photostat.]

[21 February 1800]

Description of action of Court of Vice Admiralty concerning the American mer-
chant ship Salem, captured by a French privateer and recaptured by the
privateer Diana and taken into Port of Nevis for adjudication

From the St. Christopher’s Advertiser, June 17. [1800]

To the commanders of his magesty’s ships, and to the owners of privateers
duly commissioned.

At a court of vice-admiralty, in the island of Nevis, on the 21st of
February, 1800, came on the cause of the Salem, an American vessel,
captured by a French privateer, and which remained in the custody
of the enemy for eleven days; but before she could reach Guada-
loupe, was seized and captured by the Diana privateer and brought
into the port of Nevis for adjudication.,

The master of the Sulem, with agent for former owners, claimed,
offering one third of the value of the vessel and cargo as salvage to
the owners of the Diana. The captors claimed the whole: the Salem
having been in possession of the enemy eleven days, which made
the vessel and cargo the actual property of the enemy.

The advocate for the captors made use of strong though short
arguments, declaring, ‘“‘that there was no law of nations, treaty,
or British act of parliament existing, that could afford a show of
solid foundation for any claim being interposed — That from the
moment of her capture she had become French property; and the
claimants well knew that had the vessel reached Guadaloupe, they
must have given up every pretension to the property in question —
That fortunately, the Diana had fallen in with this quondam vessel
and retook it from the enemy.”

The arguments adduced by the claimant’s advocate, were founded
on the precedents of some courts of admiralty in these islands, where
American laws and regulations respecting recaptures made by their
commissioned ships of war were adopted and advanced to be a guide
to a British court of admiralty, for political reasons.

The court gave judgment that the captors were entitled to the
whole property — An appeal was prayed for touching two thirds of
the vessel and cargo, which was granted. The proper officer of the
court was then directed by the judge to sell the Salem, her tackle,
apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandises
therein laden, and to pay one third of their value to the captors,
agreeably to the salvage offered by the American agent, and the
remaining two thirds to be secured pending the appeal.

[LC, “Federal Gazette & Baltimore Daily Adv.” Balt., Md., 29 July 1800.]
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To George Enox, U. S§. Consul, Hull, England, from Rufus King, U. 8. Minister,
London, concerning blockade of Genoa

[OFFICIAL.]

Lonpon, 21st February, 1800.

Sigr, I have received a note, dated the 20th inst. from Lord Grenville,
informing me that on the 5th of January last a proclamation was
issued by the commander in chief of the British fleet in the Mediter-
ranean, declaring the port of Genoa in a state of blockade, and adding
that the blockade so instituted would be maintained and enforced
in the strictest manner, according to the usages of war, acknowledged
and observed in similar cases.

I request you to make this information known to our citizens within
your consulate, and to transmit the same to the United States by
the earliest opportunities,

With great respect,

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
Rurus Kina.

[LC, “Claypoole’s American Daily Advertiser” (Phila.), 29 April 1800.]

To Captain Robert Gill, Navy Storeke;p%;, from Abishai Thomas for Secretary of
the Navy
[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 21°t February 1800
Capt®* Roperr GILL
Navy Storekeeper —

Sir Please to deliver to Captain Stephen Decatur [senior] or order
from time to time, such quantities of Saltpetre as he may require for
the purpose of manufacturing into Gunpowder for the use of the
Navy taking regular receipts, and keeping an exact account of the
quantity delivered for which the said Captain Decatur, & Mr William
Lane are to be Chearged & held accountable —

By order of the Secretary of the Navy

I am
Sir
Yr obed Servt
As Tromas

[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

Extract from journal of Sailing Master Rufus Low, U. 8. Navy, of U, S. Frigate
Euexiscaptain Edward Preble, U, S. Navy, commanding, Friday, 21 Febru-
ary 1800

Pleasant weather, all sail set to advantage. People employd at
Sh}ilp’s duty. At ¥ past 8 pmin T G sails middle part stiff breezes

azy —

At 1 AM. Willam English, died he belonged to the fore-castle,
larboard watch, Making ready to bend one of our boom mizens.
Broachd a cask water rider, starboard side M? hatchway. 200 Gt

Lat. Observed 31°.1’ 8
Longitude in 20°.41’ W
[LC, EPP, 1799-1800.]
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To Secretary of State from Gibbs & Channing, Navy Agents, Newport, R, L.

NEWPORT Feb? 22¢ 1800

We take the liberty to inclose the Protest of Edward Landers,
Master of the Brig Greenwich of this Port lately captured by a Cruiser
fitted out from Havannah under French Colours. The circumstances
of which appear to be so flagrant a Violation of Treaty & neutral
rights, by the Spanish Government at Havannah, as to justify (we
suppose), 8 claim for the amount of property lost & damages We
were owners of the Goods as per Invoice 1nclosed which we freighted
in said Brig —

Mess Archibald Crary & Son of this town were owners of the Brig
they have handed us & Copy of the Invoice of Goods, they shipped
in her which we inclose —

Cap* Landers is not returned from the Havannah but is expected
soon, when further investigations can be made into the circumstances
of her capture & the conduct of the Spanish Government here re-

specting it —
Hon. TmmoTay Pickering Esq
Secretary Department of State

[Newport HS, Gibbs & Channing LB.}

[20 or 22 February 1800]

Concerning encounter between U, 8. Brig Norfolk and the pirate schooner Beaufy

BavtimorEe, March 21.

Capt. Price, arrived yesterday from Havanna, informs that on the
4th instant the boat of the United States brig Norfolk was sent in
there, dispatched with the intelligence, that on or about the 22d
February, that brig had chased the noted pirate schooner Beauty on
shore at Point Jaco, on Florida side. The Norfolk not being able to
follow her into shoal water, brought her guns to bear in such a manner,
that before her crew were able to abandon her, she battered the
entire broadside of the Beauty to pieces. The merchants of the
United States are sincerely congratulated on this intelligence, as the
Beauty during her short career, had done immense damage to our
commerce.

[LC, “Claypoole’s American Daily Advertiser” (Phila.), 25 March 1800.]

Extract from log book of Sailing Master Joseph Whitmore, U. 8. Navy, of U. 8.
Ship Warren, Master Commandant Timothy Newman, U. S. Navy, commanding,
Baturday, 22 February 1800

The first part fresh Breezes and Cloudy

at 1 P M fired a shot at & Brig Brot her to at 14 past 1 shortened
sail to speake her from Boston bound to Havana 32 Day out
Jonathan Bartall Master Brig Union

Tack’d ship to the Eastward Made sail saw a sail to Windward

at 5 shortened sail

at 514 Wore ship to the N E  Squally

at 6 the Land bore from S E to W S W Dist from 4 to 5 Leagues
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S ﬁt 7 took the Wind to the Northward & Westward Reefd the Top
ails
at 12 Midnight Hauld up the Fore Sail Wore Ship to the South-
ward & Eastward
Middle part Fresh Breezes & Cloudy
at 4 Wore ship to Northward
at 5 Wore ship to the Southward
at 6 spoke the Schooner Harriot from Boston George Smith Master
20 Day out
at 11 Wore ship to the Northward
at 12 Mer the Liand bore from Wb N to S E 7 or 8 Leagues Dist
5 _Ifatter part Fresh Breezes & Cloudy Under Double Reefd Top
ails
Latitude Observed 23° 10’ North

[HS of Old Newbury, Mass. NDA photostat.]

Extract from journal of Lieutenant Isaac Hull, U. S. Navy, of U. S. Frigate
Constitution, Captain Silas Talbot, U. S. Navy, commanding, Sunday, 23 Febru-
ary 1800

Strong Gales and Cloudy with a heavy Sea Running from the
N¢ & E? the Sloop still in tow 14 past 5 Wore to the N¢

14 past 8 hauld up the fore sail and Took in the Mizen topsail

At 12 Moderate Wore Ship to the S¢ and E¢

14 past 3 Sounded with 70 fathoms of line No Ground At 4 Wore
Ship to the N¢ and Westw?

At 7 Wore ship to the S¢ and E¢ Set fore and Miz? Topsail, at 9 Set
the Mizen Staysail

At 12 fresh breezes and Cloudy with a heavy sea running from the
Eastw? Employd woulding the heel of the Fore top mast

Latitude Observed 20° 28’ North

[NDA photostat.]

To Captain Silas Talbot, U. S. Navy, or the Commanding Officer of United States
ships at Cape Francois, from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 24th February 1800
Capt® SiLas TaLBoT
or the Comm# Officer of the American Ships
at Cape Francois

i Somles ot this SR General Wilkinson and his family are returning to
toJ & E Watson the United States from New Orleans about the 10%
T mto e April — You will be pleased to send the General
ferent convey- (Jreeme to that place, to receive on board the General &
ances, . . .
his family, and to return by way of the Havana in order
to convoy any vessels homeward bound —
I shall send you provisions &°® under convoy to sail
about the 5** March from New York —
I have the honor to be with great respect —

Sir
Yr obed Servt
[NDA, OSW, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]
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To James Arden, New York, from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA)
Navy Department 24th February 1800
M’ James ARDEXN
New York —

Sir I am honored with your letter of the 222¢ Inst —

I do not believe any convoy will be sent to India in the ensuing
Spring — Should any be sent you shall have early information —

I have the honor to be

Sir
Yr obed Servt
[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

To John Brown from Thomas Lloyd Halsey of Providence, R. 1.

Provipence FebY 24 1800

Joun Browx Esq

Stk The Letter p* Col?* Humphry address’d to John J. Clark
Esq’ & myself has been duly deliver’d by him; & all the attention has
been paid M* Humphry which the greatness of the Object demanded,
& we have only to regret that the Shortness of his Stay was such as
prevented our being more Civil to Him — He arriv’d here on Tuesday
Evening last, & left us at Sun-rise on the Saturday following: On
Wednesday a number were collected to wait on Him to M James
Rhodes, & from thence to Gaspee Point & spent the remainder of
the Day in Shewing him the advantages of the several Positions of
the Land, the Ponds, Pawtuxet falls &°® &¢ & left him at M Rhodes
for the Night in Company with Cap! Updike, & Col? Talman: —
The next Morning we sent down to Gaspee point a Yawl with Lead
& Lines &¢ to be there ready to sound every Part that was Necessary:
& we went down with Three Sleighs & took with Us such Persons, as
we thought the most Suitable for the Enterprize. The God of
Nature furnish’d Us with a beautiful Day — & removed out of the
River all the Ice, & so favorable was the Time that Col® Humphry
remain’d in the Boat 4 Hours at least without Landing: a time
sufficient to Effect his Purpose as to the Soundings, after which he
review’d the Ground the second time, & we then went to Your Farm
House to Dine at half Past Three, where we examined the Draft we
had taken by MT Harris before Col® Humphry arrived here; which
was extreamly well done & Accurate: On Fryday Morning We took
a Packet Boat; & so very Favorable was the Wind & Weather that
we began the Soundings from Fields Point, to within 5 Miles of
Newport, going down the East Passage, & returning through the
West; stretching from Side to Side as was Judg’d necessary, & arriv’d
back to Providence before 7 O’Clock in the Evening much to the
Satisfaction of M* Humphrys — The Next Morning he left Us: & I
beleive well pleas’d with our Situation & his Reception — And
although he is that Prudent Man to give no Opinion as he Progresses
in his Mission, still I think he is very favorably Impress’d that the
Harbour of Rhode-Island, the Narragansett Waters, Gaspee Point
with its Contiguous advantages are such, as would be Eligible for
the Dry Dock, & Safety of the Ships — But perhaps I am too San-
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guine to make you this declaration: And you know that our Feelings
are alive to the Having it in this River: Consequently our Fears
are great that the Dock may be Elsewhere — But if it is not Pre-
sumption to Haszard an Opinion 1 believe it will be either at New
London, or in our River — I think he leans towards New London —
This to Yourself: & be on your Guard — Our danger is there, or 1
am mistaken — You will therefore bring up Your artillery to Batter-
Down this Prejudice — You have every thing to favor Your argu-
ment — You know that Ships can’t enter the Port of New London
either with a North West, or & North East Wind — The former is
the Cold Winter Wind, the latter is the Stormy Wind: from both of
Which the Worn out Seaman dreads, & wishes to be Shelter’d from;
and the Harbour of Rhode Island afford it — At New London, an
Ennemy Can block it Up; not So at Newport. the British lost a
Ship of the Line at Gardiner’s Bay, The Shores are Rocky, with
Ledges of Rocks, & the Race, bad Navigation. Our Enterance good,
a Perfect Haven, & the best Bottom for Ships; & so far as relates to
other Conveniences for our National Dock Yard Unrivall’d by any —
If Influence does not Out-weigh our Right.

Mr Rhodes has offer’d 50 Acres of his Land which he supposes
the best of it, at the Price of 40 doll™ p® Acre, being the Price that he
gave for the Whole Farm; & if that Price does not suit the Govern-
ment; any other price they will Affix; & I have no doubt so far as
relates to Your own Land; That no difficulty will arrise Your Public
Spirit, is too well known, to admit a doubt, but you will do every
thing in Your Power to Conduce to its being here.

Mt Humphry is really a worthy Candid Man, & appears to be a
Man well calculated for this Employment, & no doubt will make a
true Report — But You well know that the Great Fishes will devour
the Small Ones: & Unless great Pains be taken we shall Loose it — I
wish you would spend some time on the Subject with the President,
& Impress M Stoddarts Mind with all our Natural Positions, &
advantages, touch upon the Defence we can make in Case of attack —
Let him know during the War that New London was Surprisd in the
Morning by an Ennemy, Their Fort taken, & their Town burnt —
This cannot happen to Us —

Col? Humphry acknowledged that what had been represented by
Mr Rhodes to the Secretary of War were Candid, & that there were
advantages not even mentiond. —

Having wrote this in Haste, & put down Such Ideas as Occur’d
while writing, that you will pardon its Incoherrance of Stile — Be
perswaded Sir! that I am with Unfeigned Regard & Esteem —

Your most Obedient humb. Serv?
TeHo* Lioyp HaALsey

[INDA. A, 7]

Extract from journal of Lieutenant Isaac Hull, U. 8. Navy, of U. S. Frigate
Constitution, Captain Silas Talbot, U. 8. Navy, commanding, Monday, 24 Febru-
ary 1800 '

Strong Gales and hazy weather, unbent the Main sail and Main
top sail and bent others

At 6 Cape francois bore S by W 7 or 8 leagues Tortudas bore W S W,
at'8 Sounded 70 fathoms, No Ground wore Ship to the N¢

At 12 fresh breezes and rainy weather, Wore to the S¢



244 NAVAL OPERATIONS; JANUARY 1800-MAY 1800

AM at 3 fresh breezes and squally, hove the Main topsail to the
Mast and lay by till daylight, Sounding every 4 of an hour with 70
fathoms of line but found No bottom 14 past 6 saw a sail to leward
turned a reef out of each topsail, Set fore sail & Main sail and Gave
chace, at 7 Up Top Gallant Yards 14 past 7 Shortnd sail and boarded
the chace an American brig from S' Thomas* bound to the Cape In
a very leaky condition and had both pumps choakd the Cape South,
boarded a Schooner from St Domingo bo¢ to the Cape

Latitude Observed 19° 51’ North

[NDA photostat.]

Extract from log book of Sailing Master Joseph Whitmore, U. S, Navy, of U. S.
Ship Warren, Master Commandant Timothy Newman, U, 8. Navy, commanding,
Monday, 24 February 1800

The first part Fresh Breezes and Cloudy

at 2 P M wore ship to the Southward

at 4 saw a sail to the Eastward at 5 spoke the Brig Norfolk who told
us she Run & French Cruiser [schooner Beguty] on Sugar Xey 4 Day
past Saw 2 Sail to Northward Wore ship and gave Chase to one &
the Norfolk to Other at 14 past 6 spoke our Chase the Schooner Maria
from Havana bound to Norfolk Thomas Thorn Master who told us
the Schooner that the Norfolk was in chase of was a Cruiser in Chase
of him Since 12 oClock we bore away and gave Chase after the
Norfolk and madle] sail Made several signals for the Norfolk She
Andwered them

at 9 came up with the Norfoll: who had her Chase alongside an
English Privateer from Providence Shortened sail Sent the Jolly
Boat on board of the Norfolk

at 11 P M wore ship to the Northward

Middle part Fresh Breezes and Cloudy

at 3 A M wore ship to the Southward

at 6 the pan Mafansa bore S S W Dist 9 Lea Saw 5 sail in sight to
the North¥? wore ship and gave Chase

at 7 came up with the Chase Spoke with them from Havana
bound to America All Americans Sent our beat on board

The Jolly Boat at 9 made sail Run in under the Land off and on

Latter part Fresh Breezes & Cloudy

Latitude Observed. 23° 10’ North

[HS of Old Newbury, Mass. NDA phetostat.]

To Captain Richard Derby, U. S. Navy, from C. W. Goldsborough for Secretary of
the Navy
[PHILADELPHIA]

Navy Department 25 February 1800
Captain Ricearp Derey
Boston or Salem —
S1r I do myself the honor to enclose your Commission as a Captain
in the Navy of the United States —
By order of the Secretary of the Navy,
I have the honor to be

Yr obed Servt
CWG—

{NDA. OSW, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.}
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Extract from journal of Lieutenant Isaac Hull, U. 8, Navy, of U. S. Frigate
Constitution, Captain Silas Talbot, U. 8. Navy, commanding, Tuesday, 25 Febru-
ary 1800

fresh breezes and Variable, At 1 Spoke with and boarded the Brig
Sally Belonging to New London and bound to the Cape

At 4 boarded a Sloop from Newburyport bound to Jamaica

At 6 Cape francois bore S by W distance 5 leagues % past 6 Tackd
Ship to the Northward

At 9 Set the foresail

At 12 Tackd to the Southward

Y% past 6 Saw a strange Sail to the N¢ tackd and Made all sail in
chace at 8 the Cape South five leagues. ¥ past 10 Came up with the
chace and found her to be a Ship under danish colours In Great
distress by her crew being Mutinous and the Ship So leaky, took her
In tow Sent an Officer and 8 seamen on board by the request of the
Captain and sent her In to Cape francois took all the men belonging
to the Ship on board the Constitution the cape then bore south,
Steerd In for the Cape with the Ship In tow

Latitude Observed 20° 04’ North

[NDA photostat.]

Extract from log book of Sailing Master Joseph Whitmore, U. S. Navy, of U. S,
Ship Warren, Master Commandant Timothy Newman, U, S. Navy, commanding,
Tuesday, 25 February 1800

The first part Fresh Breezes and flying Clouds at 1 P M took in
sail and stood off and on in the Mcuth of Matanza Bay in C¢ with the
Norfolk

at 6 Made sail and out Round the North Cape and Bore away to
the Westward and Run doun under short sail

Middle part Moderate Breezes and Cloudy at % past 6 A M saw
3 sail to windward Made sail and gave Chase Tackd ship Occa-
sionally

at 10% gave them A shot to Bring them to they out sweps to pull
to windward it being Light Wind gave them the second shot which
struck so Nigh it Brot them to and they Run down to us they had
Boarded An American schooner in sight of us we sent our Boat on
board of her to see if the other two had taken any thing from her
found they had not Boarded the two Cruisers from New Providence
on a Cruise the schooner Eagle 14 Canonades Robert Whitehead
Master She was boarded by Capt Bainbridge the Last 24 Hours the
schooner Hope from Providence 12-4 pounders Daniel Davis the
schooner Eliza from New York bound to Havana Hamlet Fairchild
Master 15 Day out Received a Paper Dated 10 Feb

Latter part Light Breezes the Norfolk Boat came on board

9 or 10 Leagues off the Havana within 3 Leagues off the Land

[HS of Old NeWbury, Mass. NDA photostat.]
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To Captain Stephen Decatur (senior), U. 8. Navy, from Secretary of the Navy

[Philadelphia]
Nawvy Department 26th February 1800
Capt® StEPHEN DECATUR
of the Frigate Philad®

Stk You are allowed for the Frigate Philad* besides your Com-
missioned Warrant and Petty Officers (the last of which you will
appoint) and & detachment of Marines which will be supplied by the
Major of Marines One hundred & twenty able seamen at 17 Dollars
p' month. and one hundred & seventy two ordinary seamen & boys at
from 5 to 14 Dollars according to merit, all to be entered to serve one
year from the Ships first weighing anchor on a cruise —

You will open rendezvous in such places as may appear to [be] best
calculated and instruct your recruiting officers to exert themselves
to the utmost in the prosecution of these instructions

None but sound & healthy men are to be entered, and no unfair
means are to be used to induce any person to enter the service

You have herewith a compleat sett of recruiting papers, the use of
which you know too well to require any explanation

Every man entered must take an oath agreeably to the form you
will receive herewith — You may allow two months advance, but
previously take care to obtain sufficient security to resort to in the
event of desertion —

Monies will be advanced you & you must advance to your recruiting
officer, who will be allowed two dollars for each recruit in full for every
expence attending the inlistment —

Prior to sailing you will send your Accounts & Vouchers to Thomas
Turner EsqT for settlement —

I hsqve the honor to be with great respect

ir
Yr obed Servt
[NDA, OSW, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

To the U. S. Attorney for the District of New York from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 26th Febr? 1800
The United States
Attorney for the District
of New York —

Sir I do myself the honor to inclose the Copy of a letter from
Captain Talbot to me and Copies of the papers referred to in his
letter on the subject of the Schooner Swift — If you should percieve
in these documents or other information the prize Master may have
it in his power to give no ground for proceeding against this Vessel
as 8 prize, the sooner she is restored to her owners the better —

I have the honor to be

Sir
Yr obed Servt
[NDA. GLB, Vdl. 3, 1799-1800.}
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[26 February 1800]
Papers concerning the Brig Dolphin, prize to the U. S. Frigate Jokn Adams

S¢  Carolina District — In the Admiralty —

The Officers and Crew
of the Frigate John Adams.

Vs Salvage.
The Brig Dolphin &e & Cargo

Wednesday 26 February 1800 —

DECREE. That so much of the prayer of the said Libel as is for
one eighth of the said Brig Dolphin, her tackle, furniture and cargo
on board to be decreed to the said George Cross and the rest of the
Officers and Crew of the Frigate John Adams be granted — The
Agents for the Recaptors and also the Agent on the part of the
Owners of the Brig Dolphin having in open Court consented to fix
the valuation of the said Brig and her Cargo, by appraisement in
order to ascertain the amount of such eighth for Salvage as aforesaid —
Ordered and Decreed that Nathaniel Russel, Adam Gilchrist, Thomas
Ogier, James Cox and Seth Lothrop or any three of them be appointed
Appraisers to fix the true value of the Brig Dolphin and her Cargo
to be returned on oath and under their hands and seals into the Office
of the Register of this Court within ten days — That the Marshal of
this District do sell at public Auction after the usual notice so much
of the Cargo of the said Brig as will raise a sum sufficient to pay one
eighth of the true value of the said Brig and Cargo for Salvage free of
deduction, and also all the costs and expences of this suit and all
charges and other expences incident to the Sale — That after such
sale the said Marshal do pay over the said one eighth part to the
Agents for the Officers and Crew of the Frigate John Adams and after
payment of costs and expences; that he restore the said Brig Dolphin
and the remainder of the Cargo after such sale to the former Owners
or their Agents —

{Enclosure No. 1]

Receipt of A. Miller, Agent for Officers, to Charles B. Cochran, Marshal
— Copy of the Agent’s Receipt for Officers —

Charleston 15% April 1800. Received from Charles B. Cochran
One hundred & fifty dollars being the proportion of Salvage decreed
to the Leiutenants, Sailing Master, Purser and Surgeon of the Frigate
John Adams George Cross, Commander for the Brig Dolphin recap-

tured —
(Signed) A. MILLER.
$150. Agent for said Officers —

[Enclosure No. 2]
Receipt of William Crafts, Navy Agent, to Charles B, Cochran, Marshal
~ Copy of Navy Agent’s Receipt —

May 19%® 1800. Received of Charles B. Cochran Marshal, the
sum of One thousand and seventeen dollars, thirty one cents being
the salvage decreed to the Officers and Marines of the Frigate John
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Adams, excepting the share of three Leiutenants, Sailing Master,
Purser and Surgeon, in the case of the Brig Dolphin —
(Signed) WiLLiAM CRAFTS
$1017.31.
[NDA. XZ, 1798-1800.}

Presumably to Secretary of State from U, S. Consul, Kingston, Jamaica

Kixeston Jamarca FebY 26, 1800

Sir On the day of the date of my last, their was a Privy Council of
this Island when it was recommended to the Governor to permit
produce to be taken off in American Bottoms, to the amount of the
Value of the Goods imported in the same Vessel, I have enclosed & true
copy of the same & a further list of American Seamen impresst & on
board the British Squadron on this Station. —

As Comodore Truxtun has been here some days & has frequently
seen Admiral Parker I beg leave to refer you to him for any Intelligence
you may wish relative to the Impress service, I have very {reely com-
municated my Sentiments to him [on] the Subject

The American Trade for some months past has been greatly dis-
tressd in consequence of their men being so generally impresst, in many
instances the masters have been necessitated to take people of any
Nation & pay the most extravagant Wages in advance or suffer their
property to remain here —

If a Sloop of War & tender of about eight or twelve guns was order’d
on this Station to cruize about this Island the Trade would be greatly
benefitted & much property saved which frequently falls into the
hands of a Banditta that Infest this Island.

With Great Respect

Your Most Ob Hum Serv*

P S. I could wish to be informed whether Masters of American
Vessels might not make their protest before me. If so be so gooed as to
signify the same in due form under the Public Seal. —

[SDA. Kingston, Ja., Vol. 1, 1796-1828.]

Extract from log book of Sailing Master Joseph Whitmore, U, 8. Navy, of U. 8.
Ship Warren, Master Commandant Timothy Newman, U. 8, Navy, commanding,
Wednesday, 26 February 1800

The first part Light Breezes and pleasant
C]:?t 2P M saw a sail to the N W Made sail fore & Aft and gave

ase

at 3 took in sail and spoke with an ship from New Auleans bound to
Havana the Norfolk in Company

at 6 — 2 Leagues from 8 or 9 Leagues East of Havana

at 7 P M shortened sail fore and Aft

at 11 the ship we spoke Run on board of us Carrayd away our Sprit-
sail Yard done us no Material Damage she lost her fore and Mizen
Top Mast by the Board Sent our Jolly Boat to Assist them

Middle part Light Breezes and Cloudy

at 3 A M the Jolly Boat came on board and she bore away
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at 4 shew two Light for the Norfolk

at 5 Wore ship at 6 Made sail

at 8 took the ship in to[w] for The Havana and Made sail

Latter part Light Breezes and hazy within 2 Miles off the shore & 4
Leagues East of Havana

[HS of Old Newbury, Mass. NDA photostat.]

To Secretary of the Navy from Captain Alexander Murray, U. 8. Navy

U: S: Frigate Insurgent FebY 27% [1800]
15 Leagues West of the Moro Castle
Br~s® SropperT Esqf

Sir I avail myself of this present short notice, to acquaint you of my
present situation my last respects of the 1% Inst from St Kitts inform’d
you of my having received your instructions to go down to Jamaica. on
my way thither, I fell in with the Constellation in a very shatter’d
situation, two days after the Action she had which you are no doubt
inform’d of before this. both Capt Truxton & myself thought it prudent
that I should continue with him till we got down to Jamaica, which I
did do; consequently created three days delay on my part; after I
arrived there, I found the money I went after was not to be had, only
in part, which I received on board amounting to One hundred & twenty
thousand dollars the residue three hundred thousand dollars more, I
was prevailed upon by Mess™ Atkinson & C¢, & in conjunction with
Cap' Truxton’s advice, to call at the Havannah for, which they in-
form’d me would not create more than two or three days delay, as I
thought it an object of magnitude to the Public, so large a sum being
exported to our Banks; I made all the expedition in my power to effect
the purpose. but unfortunately I have had such stormy weather, &
head winds ever since I left Jamaica which was on the 14* Inst, that
you will no doubt be anxious about our safety. I counted upon
making the passage here in five days, & have been fourteen beating
against heavy gales from the North, to W N W. most of the time
under close reef’d topsails, but was happy to find the Ship made fine
weather of it & stood the gale admirably.

As I hope to meet with quick dispatch here, I shall probably be with
you before this gets to America.

I left the Constellation going on with her repairs & ’tis probable she
might sail by this time for Norfolk under her Jury Main Mast.

As I shall be govern’d by the Winds & Weather when I get upon the
Coast, I cannot tell you whether my destination will be as I shall aim
for the Chesapeak, Delaware, or New York, which ever port I can get
into most readily.

Be so good as to let M Murray know that I am well

With great respect

Tam
Your most Obed?
Hum?* Servt —
P Sloop [space]
Via Norfolk
[NDA. A. Murray’s LB, 1799-1805.]
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[27 February 1800]

An Act further to suspend the commercial intercourse between the United
States and France, and the dependencies thereof

[United States Statutes at Large. Sixth Congress. Sess. 1]
[Note: This Act, approved 27 February 1800, may be found in the Statutes at
Large, volume 11, pp 7 to 11 inclusive.]
[Statutes I1.]

To Accountant of the Navy Department from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 27th Febry 1800
TaoMAs TurNeEr Esqr
Accountant of the Navy

Sir The allowance of Commissions to Agents in the Navy Depart-
ment in some instances where the business transacted has been trouble-
some and but to small amount has been as high as 5 p* Cent —

Nicholas Johnson Esq® of Newbury port Agent for building the
Sloop of War Warren having superint{endled the building of that
Ship in addition to his duties as Agent and his Comn? or expenditures
being less than his whole services merited I think his extra charge of
250 D reasonable & just —

I have the honor to be

ir
Yr obed Servt
[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

[27 February 1800]

Extract from a letter from an officer on board the U. S. S. General Greene, Captain
Christopher R. Perry, U. S. Navy, commanding

[U. 8. S. General Greene] Care FraNcois,
April 14. [1800]

“On our leaving this place in January last. we were ordered by
Commodore Talbot to make a cruize round Hispaniola, from which we
returned but a few days since; not that it would have required half
that time to have performed the route, but for the purpose of aiding
Gen. Toussaint in the capture of Jacmel. We cruised off that port a
considerable time, to intercept supplies for Rigaud. This had the
desired effect. Jacmel, closely besieged on the land side by Toussaint’s
army, and blockaded by the General Greene, was reduced to a state of
starvation. As a last effort, they made a desperate sally in the night,
with intention to force Toussaint’s lines, but failing in the attempt,
and the whole garrison, of more than 5000 men, fell into the hands of
Toussaint.

The capture of Jacmel is of infinite consequence to Toussaint, and of
high importance to the commerce of the United States to this island,
as in the general opinion it will much facilitate the entire reduction of
Rigaud’s power. It is impossible for me to describe to you the manner
in which Toussaint expressed his gratitude to Capt. Perry on the
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occasion. We engaged three of Rigaud’s forts warmly for 30 or 40
minutes; in which timne we obliged the enemy to evacuate the town
and two of the forts, and repair to their strongest hold; this fort
however soon hauled down its colours. We had got our boats out
ready to take possession of the place, and a number of Rigaud’s
cruizing vessels and barges in the harbour, when a large ship hove in
sight, which from her appearance capt. Perry and his officers judged
to be a French frigate; 1t was thereupon thought prudent to relin-
quish the enterprize, and go in pursuit of her; but on speaking her,
found she was indeed a French built ship, but then in possession of the
British, and cruizing in their service. The damage we received was
very inconsiderable; a few shot in our sides, and some of our rigging
cut away. The enemy had several men killed and wounded.”
[According to “Our Naval War with France” by Gardner W. Allen, Jacmel

fell on 27 February 1800.]
[LC, “Conn. Courent”, (Hartford), 2 June, 1800.]

To Nathaniel Hooten, Ship Carpenter, Philadelphia, Fa., from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department, 27th February 1800
M+ Hooren
Ship Carpenter

Sir M! Humphreys being absent you will be pleased to go immi-
diately on board the Enferprize and ascertain from Captain Shaw
what repairs are necessary, and have them executed with all possible
gispatch This vessel cannot remain in port more than two or three

ays —

I am Sir

Yr obed Servt

[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

To James & Ebenezer Watson, Navy Agents, New York, from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 27th February 1800

Mess™ Jamus & E Warson

¢ New York

GenTLEMEN Flannel & not paper should be used between the Ship
& the Copper

I have the honor to be

Yr obed Servt

INDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

Extract from journal of Lieutenant Isaac Hull, U. 8. Navy, of U. 8. Frigate
Constitution, Captain Silas Talbot, U. 5. Navy, commanding, Thursday, 27 Febru-
ary 1800

Light breezes and clear weather, employd in Sundry jobs of the
Ships duty
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P M at 4 the Cape S % W, 10 miles at the Cape SW % W 12 miles

Tackd to the N¢

At 10 the Cape SW by S tackd Ship to the E¢

At 12 Midnight tackd to NW?

AM at 4 Wore to S¢ and E¢

At 6 saw two strange sails’to the N'& W¢

At 8 boarded an american Schooner from the Cape bound to Bal-
timore In her we sent two french prisoners to be landed In America,
Joind C? the U S Schooner Experiment from the bite of leogan and 2
Schooners prizes to the Erperiment with Stores for the Constitution

At 12 Employd Receiveing Stores from the two Schooners

[NDA photostat.]

Extract from journal of U. 8. Schooner Experiment, Lieutenant William Maley, U, S.
Navy, commanding, 27 February 1800

Boarded the Constitution was informed by Commodore Talbot that
my Officers had accused me to him of Cowardice & ill usage.

[NDA, NO, Vol. 1.]

Extract from the log book of Sailing Master Joseph Whitmore, U. S. Navy, of U. 8.
Ship Warren, Master Commandant Timothy Newman, U. S. Navy, commanding,
Thursday, 27 February 1800

The first part Moderate Breezes & pleasant

at 1 P M set stearing sails below & aloft

At 3 took them in at 4 Cast off the ship which we had in Tow
Bore away for the Norfolk the Moro Castle about 3 Miles W b S
Sent the Barg on board of the Norfolk by order of a signal Barge
Returned the Norfolk Barge came on board with the Capt.

at 5 took in more sail

at 12 Tack ship to the Southward

Middle part Moderate & Cloudy

at 3 A M Wore ship to the Westward

at 5 Wore ship to the Southward & Eastward Saw a Brig to the
Leward off us

at 7 the Norfolk Made signals for us to Chase to Leward Made
sail & bore down on the Brig at % past 8 spoke her from Charleston
bound to the Havana the Delight of Newport Rhode Isle James
Philips Master 9 Days out Sent the Jolly Boat got 3 Late Papers

Tackd ship Occasionally

Latter part Fresh Breezes & Cloudy

The Moro Castle bearing S W by W Dist 6 Leagues

[HS of Old Newbury, Mass. NDA photostat.]

To Captain Samuel Barron, U, 8. Navy, from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
28th February 1800
Capt* Sam! BArroON
Norfolk
Sz With respect to officering of the Chesapeake under your
Command there have been ordered to join her
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S Li(lalutenants Josias M Speake, John M%Rea, John Archer, John
mit

Surgeon Thomas Reynolds

Sailing Master Edw? Ballad [Ballard]

Purser Buller Cocke, and the following Midshipmen

George W Coffin, Geo W Spotswood, John Henley, Edw? OBrien,
George Dabney, Philip Henop, Clement Lindsay, John Legg, John
Goodwin Junt, Westwood T Mason, Edward Bennett, P. S. Oglevie,
Charles W Jones, Lewis Warrington, Octavius Augustus Page, Allen
J Greene, George Parker, Abijah J. Hinton & Thomas Tingey Beale —

M: R H Lee Lawson who has lately been appointed a Lieut I am
told by Col Parker very much to his merit is desirous of going a cruise
or two as eldest midshipman to gain more experience in practical
navigation — If upon conversing with him you find this to be his
desire, you will be pleased to receive him under your Command in
that character —

To complete the officering of the Chesapeake, You require

One Chaplain or School Master

Two surgeons mates

One Boatswain

One Gunner

One Sailmaker & one Carpenter — The first & four last of which
You will be pleased to select proper characters for, and appoint I
will provide the Surgeons mates in due season perhaps the Gentlemen
you mention will be one of them — The appointment of Masters
mates and of all the petty officers rests with the Capt* You are
therefore at liberty to appoint M Hipkins one of your Masters
mates —

I have the honor to be

Sir
Yr obed Serv?
[NDA. OSW, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

To Captain Samuel Barron, U. 8. Navy, from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 28th February 1800
Captain SAMUEL BArRRON
Norfolk — Virginia

Sz Enclosed you have a warrant for Edward Ballard to be a
Sailing Master in the Navy — You will require him to take the
oath & return it to this Office with a letter of acceptance —

There is & bill now before Congress authorizing the employment of
school masters — When this bill passes into a Law, Mt Matthew
Hannery shall be appointed to that station on board the Chesapeake —

I have the honor to be

Sir ‘
Your obed Servt
[NDA. OSW, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]
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To Lieutenants Jeremiah Barton, U. 8. Navy, et cetera, from Captain Alexander
Murray, U. S. Navy

U: S: Frigate Insurgente
Off MaTanzas 28% Feb¥ 1800.

GeNTLEMEN I have received vour letter of the present date & am
very sensible of the very perilous situation we are now in, owing to
the most uncommon Winds & weather, that we have met with since
we left America.

Taking all the enumerated circumstances of your letter into my
most minute consideration, I am clearly of your opinion, that it would
now be the height of imprudence to contend longer with the untoward
events of our passage, thus far through the Gulf altho’ at the same
time it was my most anxious wish to call at Havannah which I did
not think would create much delay, when 1 engaged so to do, but as
the object of calling there was of an uncertain nature, & at the best
construction, that could be put upon it, would have created a greater
delay than 1 am justifiable to give into: I am perfectly disposed to
shape our course for America without delay where 1 hope to justify
my conduct to the Sec? of the Navy

Accept of my best offers of services & friendly intentions towards
you & be assured that I am with great esteem

Your Most Obed*

Hum® Serv!
Mess™ BarTon &¢ — —

[NDA. A. Murray’s LB, 1799-1805.]

[28 February 1800]

To Secretary of State from U. S. Consul at Cadiz concerning Proclamation of
Blockade of Gibraltar

(OFFICIAL.)

A letter from the American Consul at Cadiz, dated the 5th of March,
1800, to the Secretary of State, announces a Proclamation of the king of
Spain, declaring the port of Gibraltar in a state of blockade. The
following is a translation of the Proclamation, as printed and published
at Cadiz on the 28th of February last.

BLOCKADE OF GIBRALTAR.

HIS Catholic Majesty, desirous of lessening as far as possible the
injuries resulting to the nation by the shameful trade carried on by
many of his subjects with the Garrison of Gibraltar by means of
neutral vessels, and availing himself of the right of making reprisals
on the enemies of his crown, who have declared the ports of Cadiz
and St. Lucar in a state of blockade: — His Majesty is therefore
pleased to order, that from this day the Garrison of Gibraltar shall be
considered as blockaded, and that in consequence thereof, all neutral
vessels bound to that port shall be considered as lawful prizes.
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Published for the information and government of this city and
neighborhood.
Cabpiz, 28th of February, 1800.

[LC, “Claypoole’s American Daily Advertiser” (Phila.), 26 April 1800.]

To Gibbs & Channing, Navy Agents, Newport, R. 1., from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 28th February 1800
Gisss & CHANNING

New Port

GeNTLEMEN I am bonored with your letter of the 19th —

If you can get 30,000 D¢ for the George Washington, & think her
worth no more, take it — otherwise let her repairs go on so that we
may soon send her to sea —

As to the Two Angels [Les Deux Anges) 1 suppose she has already
proceeded to Boston — if she has not, to avoid the danger of the
voyage she should be put into the Court, and if condemned sold
there — I suppose the Cargo will sell as well there as at Boston — The
Law will permit her trial either at Boston or New Port —

I have the honor to be

Yr obed Servt

[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

To Secretary of the Treasury from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 28th February 1800
Ouiver Worcorr Esq
Secretary of the Treasury

Sie  The draft of your letter to me is now returned is conformable
to the arrangements of the Navy in every particular — The vessels
can be in the line of their duty and have as good a chance of perform-
ing other essential service in going after money from the U S as if
they were sent to cruise only — at least the difference cannot be
material — Whenever then you know of sums of sufficient magnitude
to be sent for, we shall always be able to furnish a vessel in three or
4 weeks notice —

I am with great respect

Dr S¢
Yr obed St
[NDA. Req.on US T, 1798-1803.]

Extract from journal of Lieutenant Isaac Hull, U. 8. Navy, of U. S. Frigate
Constitution, Captain Silas Talbot, U. 5. Navy, commanding, Friday 28 Febru-
ary 1800

Moderate breezes and clear weather, lying too employd Receiveing
Stores that were sent by Mrf Levy Navy Agent at cape francois by
the Schooner



256 NAVAL OPERATIONS; JANUARY 1800-MAY 1800

Viz 26 cask of Brandy 110 barrels of bread
58 boxes of candles 17 barrels of beans
28 bags and 2 barrels of potatoes 42 firkins of butter

Also one box containing twenty dozen Shirts —

At 8 Joind company the U S Brig Agusta

At 12 light airs and a smooth sea

AM 14 past 6 out all reefs of the topsails Set Top Gallant sails
In chace of a strange sail, at 8 the Cape bore SS W

14 past 9 fir'd s Gun and brought too the chace, A Danish Schooner
from Port Republique bound to S* Thomas?

Armd and Mannd the Schooner Amphitheatre and fitted her out for
a 30 days cruise, Sent carpenters on board her to mount the Cannon-
ades ?nd Swivels sent out of the Constitution, 12 Monte S by S [sic]
18 miles

[NDA photostat.]

Extract from Log of the American Merchant Ship Friendship 28 February, 1800

Begins with fresh breezes, and a high swell from the Westward, at
Day light, made Cape St. Vincents: bear¥ E 8 E Distant about, 7
or 8 Leagues; & at 5, pm Cape St. Maria Bore N N E about 4 Leagues
run under easy sail all untill 4 am then lay by 1 hour untill Day light,
at Day light on the 1%t March saw the land from Rotta point to St.
Perro. Entrance St. Lucar River; Bore away & made Sail, at 8
Saw Cadiz, 14 past 9 lett go our anchor in Cadiz Bay, in passing the
point of Rotta, met a french privater, who with his consort came out
with an intention of Saluting us but on come near us they alter’d
their winds, but not without trying to intimidate us by Brailing up
there Sails & heaveing to for us, and although they took us at an
nonplus still we showed them that we where not to be bulied; we
imediately luf’d took up Fore sails in Top Gallant Sails, knock?
out the Tompions, primd the Guns, and bore away and pass’d the
first within pistoll shott, but we where so unfriendly as not to change
a word Together —

So Ends a prosperous passage Thank god —

18 Days —
Latt? 36°.51" N.
Long? 8°.40'W.
[Essex Institute.}

To Captain George Little, U, 8. Navy, from Captain Silas Talbot, U. 5. Navy

U. S. Fricate Constitution 1 March 1800 —

Sir, I have the pleasure to forward by the Brig Auguste, several
dispatches for you, and your Officers: and I ought to apologise for
breaking the seal of a letter directed to you, which is now enclosed, it
was done thro’ mistake your letter was put under cover of onse to me;
and thinking it was from some of my acquaintance, and not previously
attending to it’s direction it was broken; but at the same instant,
and before one word was read, I discovered the mistake: and I give

ou my word, that neither myself, or any one else here, has the least
owledge of what it contains: after this statement, I trust that you
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will have the goodness to excuse the blunder — The Secretary of the
Navy is pleas’d to observe, in a letter I had the honor to receive from
him, dated the 237¢ of January, that letters had been published that
was wrote by Officers on this Station to their {riends in the United
States, that has already done mischief; and directs me to inform all
under my command, that the President disapproves of the practice, of
writing private letters from our Ships, relative to public transactions
and I am directed to enjoin it on all Officers to avoid this practice,
which is sometimes injurious, not only to the public Interest, but to
the Officers themselves; I have therefore to request that you will make
it known to all on board the Boston, that they are forbid to write one
word, to any one of their acquaintance, except to the Secretary of the
Navy relative to the public service they are emplov’d in.

The honorable the Secretary of the Navy 1s pleased further to
observe that it appears from some letters, wrote by our Officers, and
published, that some of the Captains on the S Domingo station think
themselves, authorized to Capture French property in Neutral
Vessels — and he observes that mistakes of this kind, will lead us into
quarrels with all the world, and that it is our Interest, and our policy
to avoid them; at least not to provoke them, by acts of injustice. —
and he directs me to check this disposition to make captures, which
our Laws do not authorise. That the Commanders must be governed
by the Laws, and by their instructions founded by the Laws —

The Secretary further adds “T understand from M* Higginson that
the Brig sent in, by Capt® Little & Perry to Boston will not be con-
demned, and that the most expected, is a decree, that there was cause
to justify the sending her in for trial”’ —

Ten days after the receipt of this letter you will appear off the
harbor of Cape Nicha®* Mole, and send your boat in to inform all
American Vessels (if any are there) that you are off the Harbor, and
ready to take under convoy, all such as are bound up to port Republic
&c* — And you must continue in like manner to appear off the
Mole St Nicholas every fourteen days, to Convoy all such American
Vessels as may be bound up the bite; and also every fourteen days to
sail from Port Republic, with such convoy as may choose to profit by
your protection — When it is generally known in the United States;
as I presume it will be soon; that this arrangement is made it is likely
that our Merchant Vessels will stop at the Mole, and then wait a
Convoy up the Bay —

Should Captain Perry relieve you, on your present Station; without
first seeing me; You will please to communicate this Order to him; so
that he may govern himself accordingly after the Boston has left that
station.

I have the honor to be with great respect

Sir
Y* Obedient Servt
SiLas Tavsor.

Cap! Geo. LiTTLE of}
the Boston Frigate

iF. D. Roosevelt Collection.]
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Extract from a letter from Captain Richard V, Morris, U, S. Navy, commanding
the U. 8. S. Adams, concerning her cruise from 24 January to 1 March 1800

OFFICIAL

[U. 8. S. Adams] March 8th [1800]

“On my last cruize, which commenced on the 24th of January, and
expired on the 1st of March, I re-captured the Ameniean schr. Tsabella,
of and from Portland, bound to Trinidad, a prize to the French
corvette Le Berceau: and captured three French privateers — the first
Le Gambeau, a small boat, with 4 swivels and 16 men; the 2d L’Heur-
euse, a schooner of 35 tons, 4 guns and 50 men; she had taken two
prizes, which reduced her to 29 men, threw 3 of ber guns, boat, spare
spars, &c. over in the chace.

“The other the General Massena, of 30 tons, 6 guns and 49 men,
30 hours from Guadaloupe, had taken nothing; threw 4 guns and boat
over in the chace.”

[LC, “Claypoole’s American Daily Advertiser” (Phila.), 9 April 1800.]

To Ebenezer Jackson, Navy Agent, Savannah, Ga., from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department, 1st March 1800
EBENEZER JAaCKSON, Esquire
Savanah Georgia

Sir Captain Campbell in the Brig Eagle, sent into Savanah one
or more prizes, about which I have never heard since their arrival —
many months ago —

The United States are entitled to one half the prize money, and it is
right that the Government should know that the men receive their
proportion of the rest — Will you do me the favor to make enquiry
how many vessels have been sent to Savanah as prizes — What has
become of them — Whether they have been condemned & sold, &
if sold what has become of the money. —

If you can get the whole money into your own hands belonging to
the United States and belonging to the Crew, I wish you would do so,
& you can place it to the credit of the Navy Department, & I can have
the same amount properly applied here —

I have the honor to be

Yr obed Servt

[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

To James & Ebenezer Watson, Navy Agents, New York, from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department March 1st 1800
James & EBENEZER WATSON
New York —
GexTLEMEN None but very good powder must be purchased for
the Navy — the Spanish powder is totally unfit — Please to procure
of good powder imm?. 26,500 lbs for the Philadelphia at such price as
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you find necessary to give and send it on without delay — Let not
your purchase extend to a larger quantity than mentioned for the
present —

You may purchase the Carolina Pease. — It is not essentially
necessary that you should be in great haste in loading the Vessel with
provisions for the Cape lest we have demurrage to pay — 1 expect
daily to hear of the arrival of the Trumbull at New York but she may
have met with something to detain her that I have not calculated
upon —

I have the honor to be

Yr obed Servt
Blensamin] S{ToppERT]

[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

Extract from Captain Thomas Truxtun’s Journal, U, S. Frigate Constellation, Saturday,
1 March 1800

Having got the ship ready for Sea in the best manner that was
possible to Refit her at Jamaica there being no Masts to be procured
at any price.

At one A M. unmoored and at five D? made the Signal for the
Convoy to get underway and immediately weighed and stood out to
sea with the Land wind but at 10 D? just as we had passed the Portu-
guese Shoals & the 3 fathom Bank it fell calm, which obliged us to
anchor in Six fathom Water, as well as a British frigate — there
being a heavy swell setting in and a Lee-current, soon after several
of the Merchantmen Anchored. —

[HS of Pa. NDA photostat.]

Extract from journal of Lieutenant Isaac Hull, U. 8. Navy, of U. 8. Frigate
Constitution, Captain Silas Talbot, U. S§. Navy, commanding, Saturday, 1 March
1800

Moderate breezes and clear weather, lying too Abreast of Monte
a christo Brig Aguste and Schooner Ezperiment In company, Employd
working up Junk, fitting out the Schooner Amphitheatre and Receive-
ing Stores from the Schooner

Lieu! [Edward] Boss and M* [Edward] Boss, [Jr.] Midshipman Joind
the Schooner Experiment by Captain Talbot’s orders

At 4 Calm, Ships head to the Northward at 6 the Monte bore S E
by S 1/2 S 6 leagues. at 9 a breeze from ENE parted company
with the Experiment and Agusta

Wore an tackd as nessasary during the night to keep to windward
of Monte a christo

AM at 8 Moderate and Clear, Carpenters at work on board the
Schooner Amphitheatre

At 12 light airs and variable Monte a christo W S W 6 leagues

[NDA photostat.]
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Extract from log book of U. S. Ship General Greene, Captain Christopher R. Perry,
U. S. Navy, commanding, Saturday, 1 March 1800

Fresh Breaze, pleasant weather — at 1 P M took two Reefsin each [of]
the Top sails — Sat main Top Gall! Sail — at 6 P M. Cape Jackmel
bore WSW, distance 4 or 5 Leagues — haul’d by the Wind to the
Southward — Middle part light Breezes -— At midnight wore to the
Northward — Moderate Breezes —

Latter Part, fitted a new mast and Bowsprit for the flag sent by
Toussaint, which were broke at the time the Ship drag’d her ancher —
Bent the old fore and main Topsail — At Meridian Point Jackmel
bore W, % 8. 3 or 4 Leagues

Latitude Observed 18° 12” North

[NDA, NO.]

Extract from log book of Sailing Master Joseph Whitmore, U. 8. Navy, of U. 8.
Ship Warren, Master Commandant Timothy Newman, U. S, Navy, commanding,
Saturday, 1 March 1800

The first part Fresh Gales and flying Clouds

Wore ship Different times as Qccasion Required

At 6 PM the Land 4 Leagues, Dist point of Matansa

at 9 shortened sail in a squall

Set sail after it was past

Middle part Fresh Breezes and Cloudy

Wore Ship Occasionally

at 6 Made sail at 7 the pan of Matansa bore from us S W B S Dist
7 Leagues

at 11 A M saw a sail to the Northward

at 11% spoke the Norfolk off Matanza Sent the Barge on board
the Norfolk:

at Meridian Hoisted in the Barge

Latter part Moderate Breezes and pleasant

The Matanza bearing S W S 5 or 6 Leagues IJist

3 Sail in Sight

4 Men incapable of Duty

[HS of Cld Newbury, Mass. NDA photostat.}

[2 March 1800]

Account of the capture of the Merchant Ship Mary, Israel Charles Anthony, master,
by three armed barges and subsequent barbarous treatment of the American
prisoners

Be it known and manifest that on this 18® day of March in the
Year of our Lord 1800 personally came and appear’d before me
Robert Ritchie Consul of the United states of America resident in
this City I. C. Anthony late Master of the Schooner Aary of Charles-
ton of the burthen of Ninety Tons or thereabouts, who being duly
sworn on his solemn Oath deposes and says, that he sailed from
Charleston the 12t* day of February last on board said Vessel bound
on a voyage to this place, and that in the prosecution thereof experi-
encing varnous winds and weather, nothing happened remarkable or
worth notice till on the 2¢ of the present Month, being then with his
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said Vessel in the Bite of Leogane (commonly so called) within four
leagues of his destined port, at or about 8. O’Clock P. M. was boarded
by the Crews of three Armed Barges, that had for some time given
chase, and who utmmediately took possession of the Vessel of the
Deponent, having no means of making any resistance. They then
directed the course of the Vessel towards Petit. Goave, saying it
would afford a fine Market for the vending of the Cargo; but when
they came abreast of the Island of Gonave they, bore away, run down,
and anchored the Deponents Vessel at about 8 O’'Clock A. M. of the
next day, near the N. W. end of said Island. —

In the space of a few hours afterwards they launched out the Boat
belonging to the Deponent’s Vessel and ordered himself and his Crew
therein with their baggage & some provisions — leading him to believe
that himself & Shipmates would be left to pursue the route that to
them Seemed fit. — But contrary to expectation, they manned a
Barge with twenty five men all Negroes, and put & double quantity
of loaded muskets into her. This Barge took the boat, in which was
the Deponent and his shipmates in tow, and landed them about ten
miles below, where they left their Schooner — as soon as on shore,
the Crew of the Barge commenced stripping them & pinionning their
Arms behind them — which as soon as perceived by the Deponent,
comprehending their diabolical Design, by a fortunate exertion,
himself and the person who acted on board his vessel in capacity of
Cook extricated themselves and fled up the Mountains —

Several Muskets were discharged at him, but he providentially
escaped, and concealing himself avoided their pursuit. The frequent
discharges of Musketry too lamentably foreboded the fate of his
Comrades, and the next day when satisfied of the departure of these
pirates on returning to the Shore the dreadfull catastrophe was
realised, finding the bodies of six of his people naked & butchered in
a shocking manner. The Chests that contained the wearing apparel
broke & scattered on the beach — & fragments of the Ships papers
distributed in every direction. — Turning from this horrid seen in
the course of his day he discover’d the Cook who had fled at the same
time with himself, laying in the bushes, nearly exhausted from the
loss of blood from a wound received in his arm. The deponent after
affording him every assistance that his own deplorable situation
would admit of, having been severcly wounded by the rocks he had
travelled over, & much exhausted from the want of food after remain-
ing six days, was necessitated to abandon him for his own preserva-
tion that he might seek the means of sustaining life and happly find a
mode of quitting this desart. After having travelled as the deponent
supposes nearly twenty miles towards the East end of the Island he
discovered a Cave in which a great part of his vessels Cargo was
depossited, and fortunately some provisions, a portion of which he
supplied himself with, and while there, (having observed great caution
concealing himself) Three barges came and took away every article
that was deposited in the Cave. With his strength somewhat re-
covered he continued his journey partly over flinty rocks, & partly
wading on the Sea shore when on the second day to his great joy he
providentially discovered a small, boat in the Mangroves filled with
mud and Water which with a courage inspired by hope, he soon pre-
pared for embarking himself in, and found such facility in — provid-
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ing a mast & other things necessary as deeply impressed him with an
Idea that & Superintending providence interfered to terminate his
distresses. On the 15% of the present Month he committed himself
in this small boat to the Mercy of the Waves, but highly favoured
by the winds, he safely arrived in this Port early the next Morning &
has appeared before me the said Consul to receive this his declaration,
deposing at the same time that, though he knows not the name of
any of the Barges or the officers that commanded them, he has reason
to believe they were fitted out from the ports, and sailing under the
authority of Rigaud Commanding the Southern department of this
Island now in a State of Rebellion. —

He further declares that he requires this Act from me the Said
consul to serve when and where necessary for [word obliterated] every
one concerned for the founding and supporting & claim (if necessary)
for a total loss of both Vessel & Cargo. —

(Signed) Israrrn Cu. ANTHONY

Sworn as above before me.

(Signed) Rosert RITCHIE

I Robert Ritchie Consul of the United States of America at the
City of Port Repub! do certify the foregoing to be a true Copy of the
original declaration deposited in my Office.

In Testimony whereof I have hereunto Subseribed my name
& afixed my seal of Office the day & month & year first written
and of the independance of the United States of America the
24
(Signed) RossrT RITCHIE
A true Copy. E. STEVENS

[SDA, CL, Cape Haitien, Vol. 2, 1799-1800.]

Extract from Captain Thomas Truxtun’s journal, U. S. Frigate Constellation, Sunday,
2 March 1800

At one P M. hove up and made a Stretch to Windward at 2
Ditto tacked and

at 6 the West end of Portland bore NWBW 4 Leagues Distance —
Stood a long shore at the distance of 3 Leagues in about 13 a 20
fathoms Water Until abreast of Pedro Bluff, When we had no
ground — Which Bluff at Noon bore NNE about 4 Leagues Distance.
Convoy consists at present of Nine Sail.

Spoke his Britanic Majesty’s Schooner Mosquito Bound on a
Cruize —

(HS of Pa. NDA photostat.]

Extract from log book of U. S. Ship General Greene, Captain Christopher R. Perry,
U. 8. Navy, commanding, Sunday, 2 March 1800

First part calm with a heavy swell in shore — At 1 P. M the flag left
us — at 3 P, M. got all the Boats ahead to tow the Ship off Shore. —
At 7 a light Breeze from the Eastward; at 8 Cape Jackmel bore
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N by W distance 1 Leage — At 10 hoisted the Boats in — Took in

Top Gallant sail & Main Sail — Middle part Moderate Breezes —

At 24 past 6 A M. Tack’d to the Northward, made all Sail — At 10

Light winds; wore Southward — Ends moderate Breezes — At

Meridian Cape Jackmel bore W B N, distance 6 or 7 Leagues —
Latitude Observed 18°1’ North

[NDA, NO.]

Extract from log book of Sailing Master Josepk Whitmore, U. S. Navy, of U, §.
Ship Warren, Master Commandant Timothy Newman, U, S, Navy, commanding,
Sunday, 2 March 1800

The first part Moderate and pleasant

tack’d shup Occasionally 3 sail in sight

at 2 P M Made sail and gave chase after 2 of them come up with
them gave them 2 shot found they were the two Providence men
we spoke befor gave over chase & took in sail at 14 past 4 and Tackd
ship to North?

at 6 P M the pan of Matansa bore S W Dist 5 Leagues

Tack ship Different times

Middle part Light Breezes and Cloudy

Tack’d ship Different times

Made Sail Occasionally

The Norfolk in Company fell in with the Brig Delight

at 12 Meridian the pan of Matansa bore S 14 E 4 Leagues Dist

Latter part very Moderate Weather

[HS of Old Newbury, Mass. NDA photostat.]

[3 March 1800]

An Act providing for Salvage in cases of Recapture

[United States Statutes at Large. Sixth Congress. Sess. I]

[Note: This Act, approved 3 March 1800, may be found in the Statutes at
Large, volume II, pp. 16 to 18 inclusive.]

[Statute I1.]

To Lieutenant David Porter, U. 8. Navy, from Captain Silas Talbot, U. 8. Navy

U. S. Fricare Constitution 39 of March 1800

Sir Having appointed you to the command of the armed tender
Amphitheatre, it becomes necessary to point out generally the duties
she will have to perform — In the first place it 1s intended that she
should keep between the shore and the Constitution, so near that no
small vessel can pass near the land undiscovered. for the present, and
untill further orders you will keep cruising near Monte Christo, as
the most likely place to prevent vessels from escaping you; it appears
to me likely that you may anchor under the lee of Montichristo every
night in safety. If that is practicable it will be best so to do; as in
that case nothing can hardly escape being discovered by you, and it
will prevent the risk there is in keeping under sail quite near the land
in the night, and you will be in a good situation to cut any vessel off
in the morning with the land wind, should any be in the offing or
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running along shore. All vessels with General Toussant Louvertures
and the American Consul Generals passports on board, may be
suffered to pass freely. But vessels without them, may be stop’d,
and examined strictly, and brought to the Constitution if she is near
to be found. But if suspicious they may be detained untill you fall
in with the Constitution.

To prevent any mistake that may arise in case any prizes should be
taken by the Amphitheatre or the Constituiton while you have the
command of her. You are to understand, that the crew of the tender
vou command is to be considered as a part of the crew of the Consti-
tution, and that if any prizes are taken by either in company or sep-
erately the effects is to be divided as if taken by the Constitution,
and as if you and your crew was really on board her, yourself sharing
in the class of my Lieutenants, and the other part of your crew to
share as if on hoard the Constitution — You will be very attentive
to sounding frequently, when near the shore, so as to discover the
depth of water and shoal ground

I am Sir

Your Humble Servant
(Signed) SivLas TavsoTr
Lt Davip Porter
Commanding the Armed Tender (Schooner) Amphitheatre
A True Copy
Davin PorTER
Witness Ros! RoBERTSON
Bexsamin Hopepon

On this first day of August Onle] thousand Eight hundred before
me Robert Henry Dunkin Notary Public for the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania duly Commissioned and Sworn residing in the City of
Philadelphia and by Law authorized to administer Oaths and Afferma
came Benjamin Hodgdon who being Sworn on his Qath says that the
annexed is a true an exact Copy of the Original by him therewith
carefully compared and that the Signature David Porter Lieut is the
proper handwriting of David Porter at present a Lieutenant on board
the United States Schooner Fxperiment

Bexnsamiy Hopepon

Sworn as above before me Quode Attestor

RoserT HENRY DUNEIN
Not? Pub.
[NDA., A, 4]

To Purser Henry Wild Noble, U, 8. Navy, from Secretary of the Navy

[PBILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 3 March 1800
M: H WiLp NoBLE
Purser of the Portsmouth

Sir I have received your letter of 26% Ult® and will as soon as a
proper person can be found to succeed you, send him on to New York
to receive from you the Stores &c &c on hand — No doubt every
reasonable allowance ought to be made & will be made in the settlement
of your Accounts for the circumstances mentioned in your letter —
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I request you will let me know in confidence what you allude to in
the following paragraph of your letter ‘‘Irregularities on board the
“ship which you will eventually have cognazance
“of produced an anxiety of mind which increased

“my disorder, and made me miserable indeed”” — I will observe
that it is the duty of every public officer to give information of every
thing which concerns the Public Interest or honor — But I will

consider any communications from you as confidential until you
consent that they should be considered otherwise
I have the honor to be
Yr obed Servt

[NDA. OSW, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

To Jones & Clarke, Agents for U. S. R. C. Brig Eagle, Philadelphia, Pa., from
Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 3¢ March 1800
Mess™ Jones & CLARKE
Philad?

GenTLEMEN I was not until last Saturday informed that you are
Agents for Capt H G Campbell of the U S Brig Eagle — 1 regret that
1 was not sooner in possession of this information —

Permit me now to request that you will furnish me with the names
& discription of any captured vessels sent to your charge by Captain
Campbell — the ports at which they may have arrived, & the particular
sums of money which you as Agents may have received either for
salvage or from the sale of prizes —

I have the honor to be

Gentlemen
Yr obed Servt

[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

To Lieutenant John Shaw, U. S. Na.vy,lgrom Abishai Thomas for Secretary of the
avy
[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 3% March 1800
Lieut Jou~ Suaw
of the Enterprize
Sir The Schooner Enferprize must be prepared for sea with all
possible expedition Be pleased therefore to have your Indents im-
mediately made out, & deposited at this Office that orders may issue
on the Navy Store for Stores of every kind necessary for 6 months
cruise, if your vessel will store so much, if not for as much as she will
carry, taking care to be fully supplied with the most essential articles
of provisions particularly
I am Sir
Yr obed Servt
By order
A. TrOMAS.

{NDA. OSW, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]
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To Nathaniel Hooten, ship carpenter, Philadelphia, Pa., from Abishai Thomas for
Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 3*° March 1800
Mt HooTEN
Ship Carpenter —
Philad?

The Schooner Enterprize must be in readiness to sail by Thursday
next at farthest I request therefore that you will employ such a
number of Workmen as to insure the Completion of what depends on
you by Wednesday night

I am

Sir
By order of the Secr?
As THoMAs

[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

{3 March 1800]
Protest of Jeppe Didricksen, Master of Danish Schooner William and Mary

St Croix Anno 1800 this 31% of May personally appeared before me
Hans West, His Danish Majesty’s Notary public of the island of
Sainte Croix in America, Jeppe Didericksen master of the danish
Schooner William & Mary, & William Lambert Supercargo on board
said Schooner, the property of William Ruan, Native, merchant &
resident of this island, Who in Conformity with laws & ordonances
had noted a protest in this island on the 18* May at elleven o’clock, the
day after their arrival; in reference to which they now deposeth &
saith, that they had been carried into St Domingo, where vessel &
cargo had been condemned, witness the french declaration, protest
& condemnation hereby produced, & that the Deponent Jeppe
Didericksen, who, by having been separated from the Supercargo &
the crew of the vessel in the hands of the french, had been obliged
singly to make his protest in the port republicain, formerly port au
prince, whereof he now produced as full a detail as necessary hereto
annexed, which deposition the Deponent William Lambert declareth
to be just and true as far as he ocularly had experienced till the
moment, he was put in confinement. The Deponents moreover pro-
duced an account of expences incurred by this capture amounting to
Dure 559, hereto annexed, and another account to amount of D"
3934.20, being the amount of invoice of sundry merchandise belonging
to the Deponent Jeppe Didericksen himself — And whereas the
Deponent William Lambert was obliged to leave this country today
or to morrow morning, the judge being absent on business, he claimed
jointly with the Deponent Jeppe Didericksen master to be taken upon
oath for the truth of the declaration & protest hereto annexed before
me the said Notary public. —

Whereafter the said Deponents Jeppe Didericksen & William
Lambert, being duly sworn according to the laws of this country,
declared the protest and accounts hereto annexed just and true as
signed by the said Deponents before me —

[NDA. CMR, Vol. 1, 1799-1805.]
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[3 March 1800]

Concerning capture of the Danish Schooner William & Mary by the U. S. Ship
General Greene, Captain Christopher R. Perry, U. S. Navy, commanding

SaiNT CroIix

I Left the west end of St Croix, on the 26** February, at ten oClock
at night, Master of the Schooner, William and Mary, belonging to
William Ruan, bound to Arquin in the Island of Hispaniola, with a
Cargo of dry Goods, Provisions and Lumber. I proceeded on my
voyage untill the 1%t March 1800. when I was brought to, and boarded
by the British Schooner Boat Diana, William Collins Master; Tender
to the British Brig Diligence, then off point Salinas: my papers were
immediately examined by the said Collins; which he was well satisfied
with and permitted me to proceed: But I requested a Letter or Certifi-
cate, from this Captain, to the Commander of the next british Cruiser
to leward, in order to prevent further Detention; this Letter or
Certificate, he immediately granted me; with which I pursued my
Voyage, untill the 3¢ of March in the Morning, steering for Cape
Bennet, I was fired at brought to, and boarded by the united States
Frigate General Green, Captain Christopher Perry: my Schooner was
immidiately taken in possession, by the Frigates Crew, myself, my
Supercargo, and my Crew, detained on board that Ship, untill 5
oClock in the afternoon. While I was on board this Frigate, a Boat
or Barge out of Bay Bagnott with armed Negroes, one white officer,
and french Colours, came on board her. I was immediately informed,
that this Barge was one of General Tousants Cruisers; Captain Perry
of this Frigate informed me, that he was then, blockading the port of
Jacmel, and cruising in behalf of General Tousant, that the English
Ships were also cruising for Tousant; and that my Schooner and
Cargo, were a good Prize to either him, or any of the English Frigates,
as I was bound to Arquin; Myself, and Supercargo dined with Captain
Perry on board his Ship; in Company, with Captain Thomas M
Bladwell of a danish Schooner (which was then brought to by the
same Ship) and the officer of the aforementioned Barge. At about
5 oClock P. M. this Captain Bladwell was put on board of his Schooner,
Mayself, Supercargo, and Crew, were next put on board of my Vessel,
by this Frigate’s Boat, with every appearance of a perfect Acquittance
from her. This french Barge, pushed off from the Frigate, at the
same Time, I did, and was on board of my Schooner, as soon as myself,
at about Musquit Shot, from the Frigate. This Barge after boarding
me, immediately carried my vessel, to Bay Bagnott about six Miles,
to the westward of Jacmel Harbour: (which this Frigate General Green
in open Violation of all the Laws of Neutrality permitted to be done,
direcily under his Guns, after I had been thus long detained by her,
principally as I now suppose of betraying me, in the Manner she did)
my Schooner was the same Night anchored in that Bay. Previous
to being put on board of my Schooner; Capt Perry fired signal Guns;
and I saw an other Schooner coming out of this Bay, but then appre-
hended no Danger from either the Barge, the Frigate, or this Schooner:
but when I discovered this french Boat’s officer on board of my
Schooner. I requested the Officer in the Frigate's [General Greene)
Boat (then along side) to inform Captain Perry of the Frigate, that I
really expected his protection, that after being thus detained, I could
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not think that he would suffer neutral Property to be thus piratically
captured under his Guns: however I heard nothing from Captain
Perry in answer to this Request; but who immidiately bauled his
wind. This Evening being the 3¢ March after my vessel was anchored,
my papers taken away, and Crew put on board of a french Privateer,
belonging to General Tousant. — On the 4* March my vessel an-
chored as usual at this Bay, she was stripped and my Cargo plundered
by the Prize Master, and others Frenchmen. On the 5* March I was
invited to visit General Tousant, and immediately requested a pass-
port from him, for Port Republicain, there to await the Decree of that
commercial Tribunal respecting my Vessel and Cargo. I immediately
proceeded to Port Republicain there made my necessary Protest; and
with the very utmost Difficulty, and enormous Expences obtained a
Copy of my vessels Condemnation. Captain Christopher Perry took
a Mulatto Man named Jim from on board the French Privateer
Schooner; who was one of my Crew, a Native of this Island, and be-
longing to a Captain Benjamin Tatem of said place, (together with
my Mate; pretending that he knew them to be both Americans. On
the 13* March my Schooner was conducted to this Harbour of Jacmel,
where the Remainder of her Cargo was landed, and taken into Store
by the Administration, my vessel then fitted out as a privateer. Some
Days after the Administration of Jacmel sent off to Captain Perry of
the united States Frigate a Quantity of Coffee; I found on strict
Enquiry; that this Coffee was as a Recompence to the said Captain
Perry; for having daringly, and basely been instrumental in sending
in my Vessel. The Six Sailor Negroes of my Schooner William and
Mary (also the property of William Ruan) were Kept on board the
french Privateer Schooner aforementioned from the Evening of my
Capture untill the 9** April: my Supercargo was held for some Time
as a Prisoner also; but on the 9™ April after great Difficulty; I had a
Letter of Permission from the General in Chief; for these my people
and accordingly I received them on shore, and provided necessary
Shelter for them. Some few days following three out of the Six, were
decoyed away by the military africans of Jacmel. I embarked on the
27% April from Jacmel to Currocos, and I arrived at that Port on the
3¢ May, from thence I sailed on the 10® May, and arrived at this Port
on the 17* Instant, with my Supercargo, and three Sailor Negroes,
being attended with very heavy Expences. Wherefore duly observing
and referring to my Protest, made in Port Republicain; dated the 17
Ventose [7 March 1800]; as well as holding a Copy of my Schooner’s
Condemnation. 1 do again now protest most solemnly, for and in
Behalf, of my Owners, myself, or whomsoever concerned, First.
Against Christopher Perry Commander of the aforesaid united States,
Frigate General Greene his Ship and Crew. Secondly. Against the
aforesaid french Barge her officer and Crew. Thirdly. Against the
commercial Tribunal of Port Republicain. Fourthly. Against the
Government of Jacmel. Lastly, Not only against these, but also
against all Cruisers, Sea Rovers, or Pirates whatever, for all Damages,
Losses &c.&c, that may hereafter accrue from such unwarrantable
Conduct not only for Damages, Losses &c.&e. but for the Insult
offered to the neutral Flag, of his most gracious Majesty. —

J DIDRICKSEN.
W= LAMBERT
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And 1 the said Notary public do hereby in behalf of the Deponents,
their owner, crew & others concerned protest in the most ample man-
per against the above mentioned American frigate, whose partial
Services to that party are publicly acknowledged by the Proclama-
tion of the General in Chief Toussaint Louverture in the Gazette of
St Domingue L’Observateur dated quarter'd [?] 14 Germinal Year 8%
(4 April 1800] hereto annexed, as well as against the aforesaid barges,
the commercial tribunal of Port Republicain, the Government of
Jacmel, and against all pirates & unlawful cruisers for all damages,
losses, costs expences, detention, interest & loss of profit, already sus-
tained or hereafter to be sustained by the Deponents & their concernd
for all such to be fully indemnified, & the said perpetrators to be de-
servedly punished for violating the right of nations & insulting the flag
of His Danish Majesty —

* * * * * *

Hans WesT
Notar publ

I, Charles Rodgers Vice Consul of the United States of America
&t the Island of S¢ Croix Do Hereby Certify That the foregoing Signa-
ture & Seal, are the true Signature & Seal of Hans West Esq* His
Danish Majestys Notary Public for this Island of St Croix, and that
full Faith & Credit always is due & given to his Acts as such. —

Given under my Hand & Seal of Office St Croix this 23¢ day of
June 1800.

(SEaL) CHARrLEs RODGERS

[NDA. CMR, Vol 1, 1799-1805.]

Extract from Captain Thomas Truxtun’s journal, U. S. Frigate Constcllation, Monday,
3 March 1800

Light winds all these 24 hours and some Calms.

At one P M. saw a sail in the W S W which soon after made the
Conquest’s [Conquest of Italy] private signal which was answered.

at 3 Ditto spoke her and at 4 Ditto Lieu* Watson informed me there
were Several Vessels in Savannah Le Mer wishing to Benefit by our
Convoy 1 directed him to go off the Road and make the Signal for
them to come out and join me this day off the West end of Jamaica
but not to wait more than two hours off the harbour for them. Saw
» British Kings Brig with a Schooner at 6 A M.

And at half past 11 A M. made the Signal for the Convoy to heave
too on the Larboard tack — as we were about midway between South
Negril & North Negril points, the West end of Jamaica; and at the
Distance of between 3 & 4 Leagues from the Land: Saw a ship run into
Green Island Road and Anchor. —

[HS of Pa. NDA photostat.]

Extract from journal of Lieutenant Isaac Hull, U. S. Navy, of U. 8. Frigate
foanoaglut{an, Captain Silas Talbot, U. S. Navy, commanding, Monday, 3 March

Moderate breezes and cloudy, Standing off and on Monte a christo,
At 2 Wore to the Southward and steerd In towards the Monte
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At 5 fresh breezes and Squally Wore to the Northward close reefd
the Topsails and Single reefd the courses, at 6 brout too with the Main
Topsail to the Mast the Mount bearing S E by S 4 leagues

At 12 fresh breezes and clear weather lying too Ships head to the
Northward

At daylight wore and Made Sail to the Southward under all sail

At 12 Shortnd sail and brought too Ships head to the Southward
for the Experiment to Join company Monte a christo E 143, the North
Extreem of Tortudas W 14 N. Cape francois S by W 14 W 4 leagues

[NDA photostat.}

To Charles Lee, Attorney General of the United States, from Secretary of the Navy

[PEHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 4th March 1800
CuariEs LeEe Esquire
Attorney General of the United States

Sir A Court Martial of Marine Officers some of whom are Junior
to the Officer to be tried has been ordered to sit on the trial of Lieut
[S. W.} Geddes —

He objects to the legality of the Court on the ground that by the
Act for the Government of the Navy, Officers are not to be tried by
Junior Officers

The 4" Section of the Act for establishing the Marine Corps is I
think explicit on this Subject — As I construe this section, offences
on Land are to be governed by the rules for the Army — offences at
sea by the rules of the Navy. The rules of the Navy do not admit of
a Junior Officer to act as Judge on a Senior — the rules of the Army
do — I request the favor of your opinion whether my opinion is &
sound one —

I request the favor of your opinion also on this point — Can Army
officers set with propriety on the trial of Marine Officers if there be
enough of the latter to constitute a Court. In the present case I
would wish to indulge the Officer with a Court composed partly of
Marine & partly of Army Officers if T could

I have the honor to be with great respect

ir
Your obed St
[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

To Major Commandant William Ward Burrows, U. 8. Marine Corps, from Secretary
of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Nawvy Department jth March 1800

Major W= W Burrows

Sir I am perfectly satisfied that the Court ordered on Lieut
Geddes is legally constituted & quite adequate to his trial. Still 1
believe it will be best in the present case to admit some Officers of the
Army if it can be done with propriety on the Court — 1 request
therefore you will be pleased to suspend the proceedings of the Court
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unti! I can consult with the Secr? at War & Attorney General on the
subject which shall be done this day —
I have the honor to be
Sir
Yr obed Servt
[NDA. GLB, Vol 3, 1799-1800.]

To Midshipman John B. Delouisy, U. S. Navy, from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 4th March 1800
M Joan B. DrLoUISEY
New York

Sir I have received your letter of yesterday stating your wishes
for promotion

It always afford the President peculiar pleasure to reward merit,
and no doubt of your possessing a sufficient share to entitle you to
promotion is entertained, but opportunity must concur before you
can recieve it — The same zeal which you appear to have manifested
heretofore for the Navy service, will no doubt shortly secure you that
preferment to which you aspire

I am Sir

Yr obed Servt

[NDA. OSW, Vol. 3, 1799~1800.]

Extracts from log book of U. S. S. Beston, Captain George Little, U. S. Navy,
commending, from 4 March 1800 to 25 June 1800

March 4, off Cape Tiberon boarded the French sloop La Fortune,
bound to St. Jago, took out a quantity of cash, and dismissed her.
March 11, at 4. p. M. saw 9 barges, full of men, from Gonaives, de-
coyed them by running in the guns; when within shot, a fire com-
menced, which continued 5 glasses — disenabled 5 of them, when the
others made off. March 26, off Cape Tiberon, boarded and took the
French sloop Happy, loaded with coffee; sent her to Port Republi-
can where she was sold, on account of being leaky. June 9, off Go-
naives came up with a sch. of 8§ guns which shewed Danish colors;
6 of which they threw overboard; manned her from U. S. sch. Experi-
ment then in co. and sent her to the Commodore for examination.
Captain Little suspected she was bound to Jeremie. June 21, off C.
Donna Maria spoke the U. S. brig Augusta, Captain M’Elleroy.
June 24, in co with the Augusta, boarded a French brig from Aux-
Cayes bound to St. Jago, loaded with Sugar. Manned her and put
the prisoners on board the Augusta. (The prize kept in co. and ar-
rived in the road with the Boston. The brig is now on Quaraniine.)
June 25, being off C. Tiberon made sail for Boston, taking Havannah
on the passage. — Captain Little has met with several British frigates
by whom he received every mark of respect and esteem.

[LC, “The Mass. Mercury” (Boston, Mass.), 25 July 1800.]
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Extract from Captain Thomas Truxtun’s journal, U. 8. Frigate Constellation,
Tuesday, 4 March 1800

Light Winds and Sultry weather. at about 4 P M. the Conquest
fof Italy] Joined us from Savannah Le Mer with Several vessels —
Made sail & Shaped my Course W B N ¥ N for the Great Cayman:
allowing full half a point Variation — which makes the Course
W N W. at 7 A M. Delivered Signals to Lieut. Watson of the Con-
quest [of Italy] &c¢ &c &e —

Fleet under Convoy consists of 14 Sail of Merchantmen. —

At 5 P M. South Negril the West End of Jamaica bore East six
Leagues Distance. —

South point called Negril West end of Jamaica I allow to be in
Longitude of 78°. 50’ W. from London. — Variation East 6° —

Longitude Aceount 80°, 00’ W,
Latitude Observed 18°. 44’ N.

[HS of Pa. NDA photostat.)

Extract from log book of U. 8. Ship General Greene, Captain Christopher R. Perry,
U. S. Navy, commanding, Tuesday, 4 March 1800

Moderate Breezes and pleasant — At half an hour P. M. a Boat
with one of General Toussaints Aids with Letters for our Capt — at
4 took out people out of the Schooners — One of them was taken by
the boat from Gen! Toussaint — at 6 P M Cape Jackmel bore N.N.W,
distance 3 Leagues

At 1 AM Double reef’d Top Sails — at 4 wore S. Ship N.~ward —
at 8 made all sail and haul'd off Shore — At 11 an other Boat from
Toussaint came on board with a Pilot — Got the Cables out of the
Larboard teer & shifted them end for end — the Cable bent being
rotten — Ends light Winds — Took in the Light sails

Latt? pf Obs? 18° 6’ North
At Meridian Cape Jackmel bore W.N.W. 4 or 5 Miles —

[NDA, NO.]

Extract from journal of the American Merchant Ship Perseverance, Captain Richard
Wheatland, commanding, 4 March 1800

Journal of a passage from Calcutta to Boston—In the Ship Perse-
verance of Salem My Self Master

March 4, 1800 Lagor rods at 5 A M got under Sail with Wind at
S W at 9 d° parted with the Pilot Came out in Company the Ship
Northern Liberties Capt Seton of New York and the Ship Atlantic Capt
Waters of Philadelphia it is agreed between Capt Seton of Ship
Northern Liberties and My Self that We will keep Company & assist
one another to the utmost of our power against aney Enemy that we
may happen to fall in with that the said Capt Seton & my self dos
agree to keep Cumpany to the Equator to the East of Cap of good
hope and then to Part or Make a new Signals —

RicaarD WHEATLAND

[Essex Institute. NDA photostat.]
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To William Crafts, Navy Agent, Charleston, S. C., from Accountant of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department Accountant’s Office
& March 1800 —
Witriam Crarrs Esqf
Charleston

Sir — In your last summary statement, there is a charge of $18
paid Jon* Robeson, as p* his receipt, for mustering the Crews of the
two Gallies Charleston & South Carolina, for the last three months —
This charge wants explanation, why the Crews were mustered by an
Artillery Officer, and by whose authority: if there were Officers
attached to the Gallies, 1t was certainly their duty to have mustered
the men. — and not to have subjected the public to an additional
expence by getting the aid of others: if they were not competent to
the task, & wished information, they ought to have obtained it at
their own expense. —

The charge must be suspended in the settlement of y? account,
untill T have the pleasure of hearing from you on the subject. —

respectfully

I am Sir
Y* Obt Servt
Taomas TURNER Acct

[NDA. LB Acct, 1798-1800.]

Extract from journal of Lieutenant Isaac Hull, T. S. Navy, of U. S. Frigate
Constitution, Captain Silas Talbot, U, S. Navy, commanding, Wednesday, 5 March
1800

Light breezes from the Northward and clear weather

PM at 3 In Staysails a Moderate breeze ¥ past 4 Beat to quarters
and Examin’d Great Guns and Small arms

At 6 In Top Gallant Sails the Monte S E % S Brought too Main
Topsail to the Mast, 3 past 7 filld the Main Topsail light airs, At
11 Wore Ship to the Northward

AM at 6 the Monte bore S by W ¥ W 15 miles. Saw a strange
sail bearing S E and Another to the Westward let the Reefs out of
the Topsails bore up and Gave chace to the Sail bearing S E, at ¥
past 10 came up with the chace and boarded her she prov’d to be
the Ship Nancy Captain Joy from Boston who Informd us that he
had been Attackted by a french privateer from Guardaloupe Mounting
Sixteen Guns Six and Nine pounders, and after her comeing along
side three times she had beat her off Although She made use of every
possible means to board him

Captain Joys Ship was very much Damaged and her Sparrs and
Rigging was much cutt to pieces

At 12 fresh breezes Made all Sail to the Westward the Tender and
Ship Nancy In company

Latitude Observed 20°18’ North

[NDA photostat.]
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[6 March 1800]

Protest of Robert Patten, Junior, Master of the Schooner Fume, Captured by French
Privateer and retaken by Master
Dominica

By this Public Instrument of Protest, be it known to all whom it
concerns, That on the Eighth day of March One thousand Eight
Hundred Robert Patten Junior, Master of the Schooner Fame of
Kunebunck in the States of Massachusets in America, owned by
Edward Grant, Michael Wise, Richard Gillpatrick & Phineas Hem-
menway Merchants of said Kemebunck, but then at Anchor in the
road of Roseau, personally appeared before me Robert Browne Esq?
Notary and Tabellion Public duly appointed sworn and admitted and
dwelling in the Town of Reoseau in this Island, and the said Appearer
declaring that the said Schooner had been boarded & captured by a
French privateer and afterwards retaken by himself and crew and
brought into this road by them, he entered Notation thereof before
me the said Notary, preparatory to his protest here following.

And now on this twenty second day of March One thousand Eight
Hundred the said Robert Patten junior being duly sworn before me
on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God solemnly deposeth and on
his Oath saith, that on the sixth day of March aforesaid at about half
past Ten P. M. he was on board his said schooner Fame and plying
on and off among the shipping in St Pierre’s Bay in the Island of
Martinica when he was suddenly boarded whilst himself, his Mate,
and two of his Hands were below, by seven Men, who securing the
Two Men and the Cook upon Deck, fast'ned the Hatches down upon
them and those that were before below, and thus got full possession
of the schooner Fame and Cargoe which consisted of Boards, Plank,
Scantling, Staves, Shooks and Shingles with a few Boxes of Salt fish,
a private Adventure

That as soon as the Captors had secured all, they made sail and
stood to the Northward in Company with & schooner which proved
to be a French Privateer from on board of which the seven Men had
been sent who took the Fame. That after the Deponent and his
people had been kept confined below about Nine Hours, three of them
were permitted to come upon Deck, but the rest were ordered to re-
main below; some time after which one of the three, James Harding
by Name, came down the Hatchway to the rest below, and told them
that from what he had observed he really believed the schooner might
be retaken, as the Privateer was then ought of sight; and they all
determined to make the attempt, upon a Signal to be given by a
stamping made on the Deck. Harding then returned on Deck, and
at seven o’clock in the morning being then four leagues to the South-
ward from Dominica, the stamp was given; all the French were on
Deck, where the Master, Mate & Crew of the Fame attacked them with
Hand spikes, Hatchets and such other Weapons as they could get
hold of and after fighting desperately twelve minutes or thereabouts,
during which one Frenchman being killed and thrown overboard and
four others considerably wounded, the Deponent and his people, tho’
his Mate and three of the Crew were badly wounded, drove the
Enemy below and securing them recaptured the Fame and her cargoe
and proceeded on for Dominica, before which the schooner privateer
appeared in the weather quarter at about four Leagues distance in
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full chase of the Fame & evidently gaining upon her, as she was very
deep, the Deponent was obliged to throw overboard part of his Deck
load, nevertheless the privateer was not more than a Mile astern
when the British Fort at Cacheroron fired four Guns at her & obliged
her to give over the Chase and bear away, whilst the Fame steering
into the road of Roseau got safe to Anchor the same day about Eight
o’clock P. M. That since his said arrival, the state of the wounded
people, and his Vessel, caused so much delay that he has been obliged
to be at great Expence which he had no other means of supporting
& of enabling him to return to America with expedition but by dis-
posing of his Cargo, which he has done to the best possible advantage
— against all which Casualties, Deficiencies, Injuries, Detentions,
Losses & Expences and against the Capture of the schooner Fame
and Cargo by the French privateer as the Cause thereof the Deponent
claims and demands of me the said Notary to protest in due form.

RosBErT PATTEN JUT

WHEREFORE I the said Notary on the aforesaid claim and
Demand of the Deponent Robert Patten Jun® and in his Name and
Behalf and in the Names and Behalves of all concerned in part or in
all, do hereby solemnly protest against the Capture of the said
Schooner Fame & Cargo by the French privateers people in the Bay
of St Pierres, and also against all the Expences, Losses and Damages
which ensued in consequence of the same whether to the said Vessel’s
Cargo, to the Vessel herself or on account of the wounded Frenchmen
and those of his own Crew and of the Detention of the said Schooner
at Roseau & of the Sale of her Cargo there instead of Martinica and
against all other Costs, Losses, Damages, Injuries, Deficiencies and
Detentions which already have been or may hereafter be occasioned
thereby.

This done protested and sworn to before me at my Notarial Office
in Roseau aforesaid in presence of Benjamin Rhodes Mate and Abner
Coussons and Joab Low Seamen of said Schooner Fame

In Testimonium Veritatis

(SEAL) R. Browxe

Not. et Tab. Pub.

Witness:

BensaMiNn REOADS
AsnNer CoUSENS

Joas Low
Notation 0.8.3

Protest. 6. 12. —

£7.-.3
[Ct. of Cl. French Spol. Case No. 1376.]

[6 March 1800]

Protest of Robert Patten, Jr.. Master of the Schooner Fame, captured by French
griva.teer and retaken by master. French privateer captured by British ship
urinam

MARTINIQUE
By this Public Act or Instrument of Protest be it made known and
manifest unto all Persons to whom these Presents shall come or may
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in anywise concern that on the Day of the Date hereof before me John
Willson Notary Public duly admitted and sworn and residing in the
Town and Parish of Fort Royal in the said Island personally appeared
Robert Patten late Master of the Schooner Fame and Abner Cousins
Mariner who being duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelists of Almighty
God did depose and declare as follows — That is to say

That they sailed in the said Schooner from Roseau Dominica on
the twenty fourth Instant bound to Kennebunk with seven Puncheons
of Rum on board and on the next Morning the said Schooner was
captured by a French Republican Privateer Sloop belonging to
Guadeloupe mounting three Guns That the Appearers and four
Men were put on board the said Privateer and the remainder of the
said Schooners Crew vizt the Cook and the Mate remained on board
and a Prize Master together with five Frenchmen were sent on board
the said Schooner with Directions to take her to Guadeloupe That
on the same Day about six P M the said Privateer was captured by
His Britannic Majestys Ship Surinam and the Appearers with four of
the Schooners Crew were taken on board the said Ship and arrived
at this Port the thirtieth Instant when they made their Protest to me
of all the before mentioned Circumstances —

WHEREUPON I the said Notary at the Request of the said
Appearers do by these Presents publickly and solemnly protest
against all the before mentioned Circumstances and against all Losses
Damages Detriments Prejudices and Inconveniences occasioned in
Consequence thereof Also against the Captain Officers and Crew of
the said French Republican Privateer and every [one] with them con-
cerned for capturing the said Schooner and Cargo and detaining two
of her Crew and agamst the Owners and Freighters of the said Schooner
and Cargo and the Insurers thereof and every [one] with them con-
cerned and that no Part of such Losses do fall on the Appearers or
any with them concerned —

RoBERT ParrEN Jt
Asxer CouseNs

[sEar] In Faith and Testimony whereof I the said Notary have
hereunto set my Hand and affixed my Seal of Office this
thirty first day March one thousand Eight hundred —

JIn? WinLson
Not? Pub*
Fort Royal Martque

|Ct. of CL.  French Spol. Case No. 1376.]

To Major Louis Tousard, U. 8. Army, from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 6th March 1800

The opinion of the Secretary of War corresponds with my own,
that Lieutenant [S. W.] Geddes can be tried only by Marine officers,
under the regulations for the Government of the Military Establish-
ment of the United States — for offenses on Land.

The Attorney General, if I understand him, is of the same opinion —
Indeed the case is so clear, that I am surprized, a different opinion
should be entertained by Military gentlemen.
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The Court convened for the trial of Licut Geddes, is, I conceive
legally constituted and competent to the trial —
I have the honor to be
With respect
Sir
Yr most obed Servt
Bex SropperT

[MCA. LR, 1800.]

To Charles Lee, Attorney General of the United States, from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 6% March 1800
Crarues LEr Esquire
Attorney General of the U S

Sir I know of no Law which can releive 2 man from personal arrest
for debt on his enlistment as a Seaman —
I have the honor to be with Great Respect
Sir
Yr obed Servt
[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

Extract from journal of 8. Somes voyages—‘‘Voyage from Madeira to Tranguebar
in the East Indies on board of the Ship Borneo, Captain George G. Smith, Com-
mander'’, Thursday, 6 March 1800

These 24 hours begins with a Leading breeze and Clear At 5 P. M.
saw & sall standing to the Eastward on a wind Call’d all hands to
quarters set the T. G. sails and gave chace. At 7 more Moderate still
in chace gaining on her fast Cleared ship for Action half past 9 Rang’d
up under her Lee haul’d up our Courses and hail’d her She proved to
be the Brig Alert Capt James Mansfield 105 days from Salem for Cal-
cutta Secur’d the guns and tack’d ship to the Southward * * * * *

Latt per Obs 33°4"" S
Longitude 11.24 W

[Harvard College Library.]

Extract from Captain Thomas Truxtun’s journal, U. S. Frigate Consiellation, Thursday,
6 March 1800

Pleasant Dreezes and weather.

at half past one P M made the grand Cayman bearing WNW14
N — about 5 Leagues Distance.

at 6 Ditto the SW point bore East 4 Leagues distance.

Spoke the Conguest {of Italy], and desired Lieut Watson, to Bring up
the Rear of the fleet, and oblige the Sternmost vessels to make more
Sail, the weather being fine; which Order he proceeded to obey.

at 6 A M missed two of the fleet — owing as I Suppose to their
Negligence in carraying Sail — or by altering their course — as I kept
a very easy Sail on the Constellation all Night — So much So — that
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most of the convoy were obliged to heave too. — Cape Antonio at
Noon bore NW34 W Dist 45 Leagues.

Longitude Account 83°15'W.

Latitude Observed 20°.30’N.

[HS of Pa. NDA photostat.]

Extract from journal of Lieutenant Isaac Hull, TU. 8. Navy, of U. S. Frigate
Constitution, Captain Silas Talbot, U. 8. Navy, commanding, Thursday, 6 March
1800

Light airs and Variable, 2{ past 12 the wind vore round to ENE
made all Sail and continued our chace

At 4 fresh breezes and clear the chace West 10 or 11 miles the Monte
SW by S § or 10 leagues

At 7 In the evening lost sight of the chace continued the pursuit till
14 past 9 but could not Get sight of her shortnd sail and came to the
wind to the southward under double reefd Topsails and reeid courses

At 12 Midnight Moderate breezes from the Eastward Tackd to the
Northward

14 past 1 Saw a strange sail to the E¢ which made the private Signal
which we answerd and brought too

At [space] Joind company the U S Ship Beston Captain Little came
on board, 14 past 3 Captain Litile returnd to his Ship and parted
i}ompany with the Boston At daylight saw Monte a christo S 14 W7
eagues
c At 10 Saw three strange sails that Appeard to be comeing out of the

ape

At 12 Cape Francois S by W 5 or 6 leagues

Latitude Observed 19°52” North

[NDA photostat.]

Extract from log book of Sailing Master Joseph Whitmore, U. 8. Navy, of U. S,
Ship Warren, Master Commandant Timothy Newman, U, 8. Navy, commanding,
Thursday, 6 March 1800

The first part of these 24 Hours Moderate Breezes & pleasant
Weather

Tackd ship Occasionally

at 5 took m T G Sail saw a schooner standing to the Eastward

at 6 P M the pan of Matansa bore S E Dist 8 Leagues

at 8 Reefd the Top Sails

Middle part pleasant Weather

Tackd Ship Occastonally

at 8 A M saw a sail to the N N W Made sail and gave chase

at 10 gave her a shot Brot her to from the Havana bound to
Baltimore 1 Day out the schooner Sally Daniel Adlinton Master
saild in Company with 20 sail under the Petapsco’s Convoy

Tackd ship to the Southward

ot Meridian the pan of Matansa bore S E b S Dist 9 or 10 Leagues

Latter part pleasant Gales, & Weather

Latitude Observed. 23° 37’ North

[HS of 01d Newbury, Mass. NDA photostat.]
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To Gabriel Christie, in Congress, from Secretary of the Navy
[PHILADELPHIA]
. Navy Department 7th March 1800
GasrieL CrrISTIE Esquire vy Lep

in Congress —

SIRdThe Frigate Congress has returned to Norfolk, totally dis-
masted —

There are Masts at Norfolk, prepared for another Frigate and
some for casualties of this kind but to leave nothing unattempted to
prevent delay for want of Masts I take the liberty to request that you
will be pleased to write to your Partner at Havre de Grace to send
instantly to William Pennock at Norfolk, at Public expence the
masts mentioned below — The Logs should be examined, & none
but such as will certainly make good Masts should be sent — Some
I understand are worm eaten —

Altho economy is at all times an object in Public transactions,
dispatch in the present instance is of more importance than economy
— I say nothing then about price of freight — Please to let me know
by & line if you think your partner can have this business done &
without delay —

I hsqve the honor to be

1T
Yr obed Servt

1 Mast of 93 feet 4 in: 3034 diameter, at 14 length of the mast from
the length
1 Main Yard — 82 feet 4 in 1714 feet diam. in the centre
1 Mast 84 feet long, 28 in Diametre — 14 from the butt as the first
1 D2 81 feet 6 in Long — 21 inches diametre as the first
If all cannot be carried at once, the main Yard may be omitted —

[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

To Captain James Sever, U, S, Navy, from Secretary of the Navy

{PHILADELPHIA]

Capt® JamEs SEVER Navy Department 7th March 1800

of the Congress — Norfolk

Sir I am honored with your letters from Hampton roads and
lament the unfortunate situation of your Ship.— We must however
endeavor to remedy the misfortune by strenuous exertions for re-
fitting the Frigate. —

T have written to M! Pennock to spare no effort to refit you with
all possible dispatch and for this purpose, in case it should be found
necessary, he has been requested to suspend the operations on the
Chesapeake; and, if he has not others ready, to use the Masts &
Spars prepared for the Imsurgente — M* Pennock has also been
instructed, if necessity should require it to use the money now in
your hands. —

Relying on your usual activity & the promptitude of M* Pennock,
I hope soon to hear that the Congress is fast progressing to a state
to be again ready for sea —

I have the honor to be

Sir
Yr obed Servt
[NDA, OSW, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]
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To William Pennock, Navy Agent, Norfolk, Va., from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA)
Navy Department 7th March 1800
WiLLiam PeNNock Esqre
Norfolk —

Sir I have letters from Captn Sever at Hampton. His Frigate, I
am sorry to find is totally dismasted. She wants almost every thing
of the Mast kind as well as some sails. — I rely that you have with
vour usual activity, commenced on the arrival of the Frigate prepara-
tions for supplying her — I request that the utmost expedition be
used in getting her masted & equipped with every thing wanted — If
she or the Chesapeake must be delayed, let it be the Chesapeake as
she can be delayed at less expence — The Masts for the Insurgente
may if necessary be applied for this vessel — There are a large
quantity of large Masts, of ninety odd feet at Havre de Grace —
I shall instantly have some sent down, — but you will operate as if you
did not expect them. — They are 1 believe larger than you have at
Norfolk —

I shall tomorrow remit you 15000 D™ and Cap! Sever has money on
board which you may receive. —

I hope to hear fully from you in & day or two, the steps you are
taking —

I have the honor to be

Sir Yr obed Servt
Biensamin] S{ToppERT]

P S — Even if the Insurgent should be at Norfolk as she must be
coppered, the masts might be used, and she get those from Havre de
Grace

[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

To First Lieutenant Barthslomew Clinch, U, S. Marine Corps, from Mszjor Com-
mandant William W. Burrows, U. S. Marine Corps
Parnt March 7 1500
1+ B. Cuince

I lament I had not the pleasure to hear from you; when Cap!
Truxton gave us the Account of his gallant Action. We were all sorry
that after so much Bravery you lost y* Prize. I was very glad to hear
the Marines were engaged & hope you will be able to give Us a good
Account of their Conduct. —

I wish whenever you meet with any marine Officers; that you will
assist them in information how they should proceed when they arrive
a furnishing their Accounts. I have pleasure in saying you give Us
no unnecessary trouble.

Three fine Frigates will be at Sea in less than 30 Days, the Philadel-
phia, the Trumbull, and the Chesapeak. — The Marines for the two
first are already furnished. Be pleased to offer my sincere Respects
to Cap' Truxton & be assured of my best wishes for yourself.

I expect a Bill will be brought in this Session allowing the Marine
Officers a greater Share of the Prize Money. —

Y! obed. Ser
’ W. W. Blurrows]
Miajor] Clommandant] Marine] Clorps]
[MCA. LS, 1800.]
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To Secretary of the Navy from Captain Thomas Tingey, U. 8. Navy

Ggro: TownN. 7% March 1800

Sir Since my correspondence of 12** Ult? nothing worthy your notice
has occur’d respecting the contemplated Navy Yard — the weather
having prevented any operations thereon — But the arrival of the
wharf builder, and the present opening prospect of the season promises
a more active scene — 1 have already suggested the necessity of
enclosing the whole ground — it remains only to receive your sanction
what sort of fence ’twill be proper to erect — My idea is, that a good
tight board fence, too high to be easily climb’d & consequently not
practicable to see over, will be most effectual, gates of sufficient magni-
tude to be placed near the extremities of the front on the Landside —
and at convenient distance within; a frame building as lodgings for the
Guard &e &c

This meeting your approbation — while the materials are providing,
it may be the most apt time for me to proceed home, in order to arrange
for moving my family — should I possitively determine so to do —
On my way (if you approve) a personal conference may effectuate
more than the result of a tedious detail on paper

1 have the honor &c¢

T: T: [Teomas TINGEY]

Hon® B StovpERT

[NDA, Tingey LB, 1798-1800.)

To Rufus King, U. 8. Minister to London, from Secretary of State

(N2 75) [PHILADELPHIA]
Department of State March 7 1800
Rurus Kine Esq*

DEaxr Sir, Mf Liston has lately presented a demand for the restora-
tion of three American vessels captured by the British, and recaptured,
or rescued by the masters and parts of crews left on board. It is
sugeested that the law of nations warrants the demand: but no law is
explicitly stated. It is conceived that it behoves captors to secure
their prizes: and at any rate, that the Erecutive cannot order a restora-
tion; but that resort must be had to the judiciary, by the captors, for
remedy against the wrong-doers, if such they are.

The project a good while since presented by M Liston, for exchang-
ing seamen and soldiers who desert, has been under consideration: 1t
is obviously objectionable: a counter project will very soon be
presented.

The non-intercourse bill with France and its dominions has been
renewed with amendments to secure a more strict observance of its
regulations.

Toussaint sent six armed vessels laden with artillery and stores,
round by Cape Tiberun for Jacmel: they were intercepted by a British
frigate and carried to Jamaica, where they have all been condemned!!!
They were destined for the siege of Jacmel, and to blockade the Port.
The disappointment was grevious and vexatious to Toussaint; who
has demanded the restoration. Lord Balcarras and M* Wigglesworth
have endeavoured to pacify him — the former giving assurances of
indemnity: but it was not indemnity that Toussaint wanted: the



282 NAVAL OPERATIONS; JANUARY 1800-MAY 1800

vessels and artillery and stores were essential to expedite and ensure
success against Rigaud. Without complete satisfaction, he will not
receive Wigglesworth. This bad policy of the British (ascribable to
individual rapacity — perhaps to insidious views, that the two Chiefs
may destroy each other,) I fear may prove injurious to the commerce
of the United States.

The dispute with Georgia relative to territorial claims I think will be
adjusted by the commissioners on both sides; Georgia relinguishing
8]l the land west of the Chatahouchee, on practicable conditions.

I have the honor to be, &c &c

Timoray PickERING

[SDA. Dip. Cor., Inst. to Min. Bk 5, 1798-1800.]

Extract from Captain Thomas Truxtun’s journal, U, S, Frigate Constellalion, Friday,
7 March 1800

A Fine pleasant trade wind — with charming weather.

The Sloop [space] Endeavoured three times to leave the convoy,
but was prevented — by directions which I gave Lieut Watson of the
Congquest [of Ttalyi.

at half past 7 A M made the Land of Cuba — a little to the Eastward
of Cape Corinthes -—— at 10 A M abreast of that Cape and at Noon,
Cape Antonio bore N W ¥ W by compass — about Six Leagues
Distance —

All the convoy in Sight. —

Longitude Account 85°.10" W.
Latitude Observed 21°.42" N.

[HS of Pa. NDA photostat.]

Extract from log book of Sailing Master Joseph Whitmore, U. 5. Navy, of U. S.
Ship Warren, Master Commandant Timothy Newman, U. 8. Navy, commanding,
Friday, 7 March 1800

the first part Fresh Breezes & pleasant

Tackd ship Occasionally at 4 Handed T G Sails

at 5 Hauld up the M® sail at 6 the pan of Matansa bore SS E
Dist 8 Leagues

Double Reef the Top — Sail fore & Aft

at 8 P M Wore ship to the Northw? & Eastward

Middle part Fresh Gales & Squeally

Wore ship at 2 A M Fell in with a fleet from the Havana Hove
out a signal the Comodore gave an Answer

at 5 Wore ship to the South™? & Eastward the fleet in sight at
6 Wore ship to the North™ Spoke the U S Ship Petapsco from
Havana Having under Convoy a fleet of Merchantmen

at 7 Wore ship to the South™ & East™

Latter part Fresh Gales & flying Clouds

Latt? Observed. 23° 34" North
[HS of Old Newbury, Mass. NDA photostat.]
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To First Lieutenant Benjamin Strother, U. 8. Marine Corps, from Major
Commandant William W. Burrows, U, 8. Marine Corps

Pr1Lap® March 8 1800 —
Lt B StroTHER

Sir — Your Letter of the 24** Feb?” is just come to hand. I congratu-
late you & all of you on your Escape. Your account is really dis-
tressing & it 1s not often that Vessels of the Congress [class] are ever
treated so roughly by the Elements — I fear the Essex must have
suffered very materially —

On board of the British Frigates there is a Room purposely for
keeping the Cloaths of the Marines, & the Officers & Marines always
keeps the Key — Cap® Decatur who is now going out, has promised,
knowing the advantage of such a Room, to provide one — Without
the Cap® of the Ship will aid them in some respect I know it is not
possible for the Officer to do all the Justice to the Marines he wishes —
All extra clothing purchased for the Marines must be charged to them
& deducted from their pay — As to Llewellyn’s coming on at so con-
siderable an expence to himself I think it will be improper. I have no
Officer to putin your place, & should have no objection to Llewellyn'’s
Commanding the Detachment if you think him fit & he is agreable to
the Captain & the other Officers — Are you aware of the opinions
that may be formed on your resigning this Command? Do you know
that it is not in your Power to resign without the consent of myself
& those above me — you do not ask leave to resign, but speak posi-
tively that you will resign. — As you say, you are always sick, it will
be a good reason for my meeting your wishes, & therefore shall have
no objection to your giving the Command to Lt Llewellyn & to your
sending in your Commission, after you have settled your Accounts.
In consequence of L! Geddes’s neglect of duty & a report being made
to me of his being seen drunk in the Streets of New Port, I have
arrested him & the Court martial is now sitting on him — You may
make out two Pay Rolls & bring the Men up to the 1°* Jan? & then
another & bring them up to 1st March — you will then be able to
cover all their expences for their Frocks &c — which you purchased
for them. — The Navy Agent will purchase your Bill at 3 Days sight
on me — You are to reimburse the Purser & deduct the 20 Cents
p* Man, which, you know is for the Hospital Fund — You had better
settle your own account finally with the Purser for your Rations, or
altogether with me —

Your Obt Serv?*
W. W. B{urrows]
Miajor] Clommandant] Marine] Clorps]

P. S. If you resign the Command to Lt Liewellyn he is not to
conIsJider it as permanent, for it will be given hereafter to a Capt® or
1% Lt .

[MCA. LS, 1800.]

Extract from Captain Thomas Truxtun’s journal, U. S. Frigate Constellation, Saturday,
8 March 1800

Moderate Breezes all these 24 hours.
Doubled Round Cape Antonio the west end of Cuba at 2 P M; and
at the same time, Spoke a Brig from Kingston, Bound to the Missis-
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sippi lshort of water, which was going into Cape Antonio Road for a
Supply.

Saw Several vessels. — Spoke a Ship also, from Jamaica bound to
Boston She was called the Four Sisters. and the Conquest [of Italy]
I sent in pursuit of a Brig, which she spoke. Bound from Kingston
to Glascow —

Got to quarters at 8 P M — a strange Sail being in sight — but I
fancy she was some American, plying to Windward — as she did not
attempt to come near the Convoy in the course of the night. —

Longitude Account 85°.10" W.
Latitude Observed 23°. 8’ N

[HS of Pa. NDA photostat.]

Extract from log book of Sailing Master Joseph Whitmore, U. 8. Navy, of U. 8.
Ship Warren, Master Commandant Timothy Newman, U. S. Navy, commanding,
Saturday, 8 March 1800

The first part fresh Breezes and Cloudy

at 4 P M made sail to Run in under the Land

at 6 P M shortened sail being 3 Leagues from Point Jacko it bearing
S E b S Tack’d to the Northward

at Middnight Tack’d to the Southward

Middle part Fresh Breezes and Cloudy

Tack’d ship Occasionally

at 7 A M saw g sail bearing N W Made sail and gave Chase the pan
of Matansa bearing S W Dist 8 Leagues hove out signals it proved
to bg the Brig Norfolk at 8 spoke her and run in Company under the
Lan

Meridian pleasant the pan of Matansa bore W S W 5 Leagues Dist

at 2 P M took a Pilot from the Norfolk & Run in to Matansa for
wood & Water at 3 Anchored in 5 Fath®™ Water Moored with the
stream to the Southw? & Eastw? in Company with the Norfolk

The Capt® went on shore to Visit the (zeneral

[HS of Old Newbury, Mass. NDA photostat.]

To Captain Silas Talbot, U. S. Navy, from Edward Stevens, U. 8. Consul General
at St. Domingo

Care Francois 9% March 1800

Sir In my letter of the 7t* February, which I had the honor of
addressing you, I informed you, that a considerable, clandestine
Trade, was carried on between S! Thomas, & Jackmel, and that
Several Privateers, were fitted out by Rigaud, in that quarter, which
might annoy our Vessels, bound to Jamaica, and contribute to prolong,
the present unhappy civil War, to the great detriment of the Ameri-
can Commerce. I atthesame time submitted it to your consideration,
whether it would not be prudent, to send some Vessels of force, to
Cruize on the South Side of this Island —

Since then I have received positive information, that the number of
these Privateers, has increased. In a letter I received last night, from
the General in Chief of a recent date, he acquaints me that a Brig of
Rigauds is now Cruizing before Jackmel — that it has blocked up his
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little Squadron, by which he had been enabled to cut off the Supplies
of that place, and that while it continued there, he had little prospect
of becoming master of the Town, & adjacent Country. —

I was some time ago informed, that you had dispatched the Frigate
General Greene to that quarter. I accordingly told General Moyse,
that the department of the South, would no longer be annoyed, by
Rigouds Privateers. As the Frigate has however not yet made her
appearance the General in Chief has become very anxicus, and has
sent an express to the Cape, with a request that I would solicit you
to direct some of the Armed force under your Command, to that
particular point. —

Will you be good enough Sir, to inform whether, the General Greene,
has been actually sent to the neighbourhood of Jackmel & if she has
not whether it would be consistent with your Instructions, or the
Arrangements you have made, for the Squadron under your Command,
to send a Vessel of Force, to that quarter? I shall take the liberty of
communicating your answer to General Touissaint, as I am sure it
will give him pleasure, should he be informed, that you find no incon-
venience in ordering a Cruizer to that part of the Coast. — Perhaps
Sir as the Boston is now at Jeremie, she might be usefully spared for
a short time, to cruize before Aux Cayes & Jackmel. I shall be happy
to hear from you on this subject, as soon as possible, —

I remain with respect,

Sir
Yr most ob! Serv.
(Signed) Epwarp STEVENS

S: Tarror Esq'

&9’ &c’ &9,
[SDA, CL, Cape Haitien, Vol. 2, 1799-1800.]

Extract from journal of Captain Edward Preble, U. S. Navy, commanding TU. S.
Frigate Essex, Sunday, 9 March 1800

Wind S. and S. W. Hazy, thick weather. At 7 A. M. saw Cape St.
Martin bearing E. N. E. three or four leagues distant. Vast numbers
of birds about the ship.

[NR&L, Nr P 92214.]

Extract from log book of Sailing Master Joseph Whitmore, U. 8. Navy, of U. §.
Ship Warren, Master Commandant Timothy Newman, U. S. Navy, commanding,
Sunday, 9 March 1800

[Anchored off Matanza] This Day Calm and pleasant Cleaned ship
& Dried sails the Norfolk saild a Number of our Gentlemen went
on shore to Walk in the Country Sent the Cutter for Water

[HS of Old Newbury, Mass. NDA photostat.]
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{10 March 1800]
To Secretary of State from Edward Stevens, U, S, Consul General at St, Domingo

(Private)
Capr rrancois March 19t 1800.

Dzear Sir I had the Honor of writing you, a few Days ago, by the
Way of Baltimore. I now avail myself of the present Conveyance to
transmit you a Copy, and, at the same Time, to confirm the News of
the Capture of Jacmel.

In a Letter I received from the Gen! in Chief yesterday, he writes
me that this important Place was evacuated on the Night of the
10t Inst. His Letter on this Subject, together with several Papers
relative to his late Arrangements with the British Government, T shall
have the Honor of forwarding Tomorrow by the Way of Baltimore,
not deeming the present Conveyance sufficiently safe. —

Mt Wigglesworth has return’d toJamaica. Heleft]’Arcahaye on the
12% Inst after a Conference of three Days with Gen! Toussaint, in
which Things were left much in the same State as when I wrote you
from Leogane. —

Gen! Toussaint has been very urgent that I should send some
American Vessels with Supplies to Jacmel, as his Troops were in the
greatest Want. This I have refused on the Principle that the Presi-
dent’s Proclamation does not permit it. He is much dissppointed,
& feels not a little dissatisfied at my Refusal. He thinks that as this
Place is now in his Possession it ought to be consider’d as entitled to
the same Privilege as the other Ports in his Jurisdiction. —

I have already had the Honor of writing you on this Subject, & now
take the Liberty to repeat my Request, that you would instruct me,
by the first opportunity, how to act in this embarrassing Situation. —

1 have the Honor to remain with the highest Consideration —

Dear Sir

Your most obedt Servt
EpwarD STEVENS
The Hon® TimoraY PickeRING
&t — & — &*
Marca 26t 1800.

P. 8. Since writing the above Gen! T. has made several Applica-
tions to me for Supplies. His Adjutant General M® D’Hebicourt
arrived here last Night expressly on this Business. He paints the
Situation of the Army at Jacmel as distressing beyond Idea and
informs me that the Operations in the South will be much retarded if
not entirely frustrated unless he obtains speedy Relief. I really do
not know how to act in this embarrassing Situation. I wait with
Impatience for your Instructions on the Subject,

With great Respect

I remain
Dr Sir
Your most obed! Serv!
E. Stevens

{SDA, CL, Cape Haitien, Vol. 2, 1769-1800.]
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To Hon. Josiah Parker, Chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs, from
Secretary of the Navy
[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 10th March 1800
Honble Josian Parker Esqr
Chairman of the Committe on Naval Affairs —

Sir Not having answered vour enquiries respecting the Marine
Corps, and the expediency of providing for a Grade in the Navy,
higher than that of Captain, I now take the liberty to call your atten-
tion to these subjects —

The Marine Corps by the existing Laws, may consist of 1142,
Officers and privates; The vessels in service, and those which will be
at sea, in less than three months — in short, the whole authorized by
Law, except the six Seventy four Gun Ships will require 1081. It
will easily be perceived, that it is next to impossible that a Corps of
1142, officers & men should be able to furnish at all times, as promptly
as the occasion should demand 1081 officers and men fit for duty. —
Hence an augmentation of the Marine Corps, or the adoption of other
means to supply the deficiency of Marines, seems indispensable. —
With our present prospects a provision for furnishing occasionslly,
as the exiginey of the service may require, small detachments, to serve
as Marines, might answer the purpose, and would be more consistent
with that spirit of economy which pervades every department of the
Government, than an asugmentation of the Corps. —

But altho I do not venture to suggest an augmentation of the
Corps, — Justice to the Commanding Officer, compels me to observe
that besides those duties common to other Commanders of Corps,
this officer is obliged to reside at the Seat of Government, the nature
of his command, requiring that he should have daily intercourse with
the head of the Navy Department; — it is his duty to have detach-
ments properly equipped, provided at all the sea ports where our
Ships rendezvous, and at the moment they are wanted; to carry on a
correspondence with the Commanders of these various detachments,
which are as numerous as our vessels, & to know, that each Officer,
dispersed as the Officers are, performs his duty to the Public and the
Corps — otherwise the vessels would often be delayed for want of
Marines, and a thousand disorders would arise which can only be pre-
vented by laborious & encreasing attention in the Commanding
Officer — These duties cannot be executed to the Public advantage
without great Industry, great promptitude and great knowledge of
the details of the service — They have been executed well, and the
pay and emoluments of a Lieut Col would certainly not be more than
a just compensation to the Officer who performs them, residing as he
must at the seat of Government.

It is not without reluctance that I enter on the subject of a higher
grade in the Navy than that of Captain — I am well aware of the ridi-
cule that may attach to the idea of making Admirals before we have
such Ships as Admirals usually command, and when our whole Naval
force amounts to no more than Eleven Frigates, or fifteen if we call
every Ship carrying 32 Guns a Frigate & twenty smaller vessels But
impressed with the conviction that by a Navy alone we can secure
respect to our rights as a Sovereign Nation, that the best interests of
the Country imperiously demand that this system of defence should
be cherished, and that therefore it will be; and beleiving that Justice
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& Policy require that the brave & experienced Officer should be re-
warded, & the young stimulated, by conferring on long & extraor-
dinary skill & valor, the usual Naval honors & Distinctions, I am
impelled by duty to suggest to the consideration of the Committee
the propriety of authorizing the President to appoint, when he shall
think the good of the service requires it
Two Admirals
Two Vice Admirals
Two Rear Admirals
The Admirals to be allowed while in actual service 140 D™ p* m® &
14 rations p* day. — The Vice Admirals 120 D™ p* m® & 12 rations. —
The Rear Admirals 110 D™ p* m® & 10 rations p* day. — But in time
of War when their services are not called for, to be allowed only one
half their monthly pay & no rations. — In peace they will it is pre-
sumed share the fate of other Officers —
I have the honor to be
Sir Yr obed Servt

[NDA, Con. LB, Vol. 1.}
[10 March 1800]

Protest of Benjamin Rhodes, Master, Sloop Betsy

By this Publick Instrument of Protest Be it known and Manifest
That on the Twenty second day of May A D 1800 —
Before me Sam! Chace Esq® Publick Notary Duely admitted to said
Office For the Town & County of Providence State Rhode Island &*
Personally cometh Benjamin Rhodes late Master of the Sloop Betsy,
Belonging to Richard Jackson, Zephaniah Brown & Rufus Waterman
Merch** in Providence, and Being Engaged agreable to Law Doth
Depose and Declare, That He saild out Master of said Sloop in Feb-
ruary last Bound for the Island of St Thomases — That in Latitude
of Eighteen on the Tenth day of March following, He was Captured
By a French armd Schooner of Twelve Guns Commanded by a
Capt Thomas of Basscteere Guadaloup and was carried into Port
Louis. Then taken out of his vessell and sent to Point Petre a
Prisoner. That they took from him all the Sloops Papers including
her Register, and all which They Totally Detained from him past a
Possibility of Recovery
Bexs® RuopEs

Wherefore The said Capt: Benjamin Rhodes Protests and I the said
Notary Do hereby Solemnly for him as Desired Protest against the
said Capture, By which Means He has lost his said Register intirely
with all the Sloop’s Papers and against all Loss Cost and Damage
that accrues or may Happen thereby to the ownners or any others
Concernd in said Sloop Betsy —

Thus Done Sworn to and Protested under my Hand and seal
Notarial in the same Providence same State of Rhode Island &
Providence Plantations on the Day & Date here above written.

Sam! Cuace Publick Notary

Protest 9/
Stamp 1/6
10/6

[R.I. HS.]
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To Jones & Clarke, Agents for U. 8. R. C. Brig Eagle, Philadelphia, Pa., from
Secretary of the Navy
[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Depariment 10th March 1800
Mess™ Jones & CLARKE
Philad? —

GenTLEMEN The Law directs that all Vessels concerned in taking
a prize, shall divide the prize money in proportion to the number of
men and Guns belonging to each. The just construection of the Law,
in my opinion, will be to give the same discription of officers and
men on board each Vessel, exactly the same sum. In the case under
your management, the Crews of the Richmond & the Eagle, are entitled
to the prize money. Instead of first dividing between the two ves-
sels, the just rule will be, the vessels being nearly equsal in force, to
add the two Crews together, and to give to the two Commanders
three twentieths of the whole amount to be divided equally between
them, and so on, as to the Lieutenants & Masters, and all the other
discription of Officers and men —

1 have the honor to be

Gentlemen
Yr obed servt

[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1789-1800.)

To Captain Robert Gill, Navy Storekeeper, from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department, 10th March 1800
Capt RoBerT GILL
Navy Storekecper —

Sir Please deliver to Captain Shaw of the Enterprize, 20 Rounds of
round Shott for 28-18 pounders for the Frigate Constellation, 1000
Grape for 6 pounders for the Schooner Enterprize with stools or Can-
isters to suit them, also a Spanish Jack for the Enterprize —

T am Sir

Yr obed St

[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

To Murray, Barnwell & others, Committee for building the Frigate New York,
at New York, from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 10th March 1800
Mess™ MurraY, BARNWELL & others
Committee for building a Frigate New York —

GentLeEMeN I am honored with your letter of the 7th Instant
respecting the progress of the Frigate.

Prompt measures shall be adopted to provide the articles which
depend on me except the Cables which having been contracted for
by you had better be furnished by you, and if necessary you can
draw on me for the Amount
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The practice in respect to coppering which obtains here is to
place Flannel between the Ships bottom & the Copper in the manner
discribed in the enclosed, whether the British practice is the same
or better, I know not —

When you have completed your disbursements, your Accounts
must be made up, and with proper vouchers transmitted to the
Accountant of this Department, after passing his examination they
shall be transmitted to the Treasury Department from whence the
Stock will issue. The Navy Agents at New York will be instructed
to receipt for the Vessel. — As this Frigate has not yet been desig-
nated by a name, I have to request that the Committee will be so
good as to say what she shall be called — if not the New York —

I have the honor to be

Gentlemen
Yr obed Servt

[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

Extract from Captain Thomas Truxtun’s journal, U. S. Frigate Constellation,
Monday, 10 March 1800

Moderate Breezes and much Rain in the evening.

at 8 A M made three ships in the S B — comeing down upon us at
9 cleared for Action & hoisted the British private Signal for the day,
which was answered.

at 11 Ditto Spoke the Amphion Frigate. Captain Bennet informed
that he wished to Send an Officer on board, to pay his Respects to
me — and to inquire into the convoy — Under my charge — I
directed that he should be informed, (which was done) that I would
heave my main top Sail to the mast.

The first Lieut accordingly came on board and hehaved politely.
after which the British Ships drew off — and we stood on our course
by the wind. the other two Ships were the Queen & Castor.

at Noon the Dolphin’s head bore South of us. Sloop Liberty has
left the Convoy.

Longitude Aceount 83°.19” W,
Latitude Observed 23°.35’ N.

[HS of Pa. NDA photostat.]

Extract from journal of U. 8. Schooner Experiment, Lieutenant William Maley,
U. 8. Navy, commanding, 10 March 1800
Sent M* Allen Midshipman & three Men on board the prize Schooner
Anna for Philad* —

[NDA. NO, vol. 1.}

To Secretary of the Treasury from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Nawvy Department 11 March [1800]
SecrETARY OF THE TREASURY
The Secretary of the Navy presents his compliments to the
Secretary of the Treasury, & encloses for his information two reports
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from Captain Bainbridge of the Brig Norfolk relative to two vessels
concerned in the slave trade boarded by the Norfolk & General
Pinckney

[NDA. Req. on US T, 1798-1803.]

To Accountant of the Navy, from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 11th March 1800
Traomas TurneEr Esqre
Accountant of the Navy

Sir As the Vessels captured and recaptured by our Public Ships
generally bring in with them Prisoners and therefore requires a greater
number of men to be put on board of them than would be sufficient to
navigate them — There may be some propriety in considering the
expence of bringing such Vessels into port a Public charge — But it
appears to me to be reasonable and just that all expence from the
moment of their arrival including pay & subsistence of the prize Master
& men should be paid out of the prize or salvage money — If you per-
ceive no more equitable rule for adjusting those expences, be pleased to
adopt the one here suggested in your correspondence with the Navy

szI%ents — If a better rule occurs to your mind be pleased to let me
ow —
I have the honor to be with great respect
Sir

Yr obed Servt
INDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

To Robert Brent from Captain Thomas Tingey, U. S. Navy

Gro Town 11 March 1800
Siz T am this moment favor’d with your’s of yesterday
The timber contracted for by M Young being for so material a part
of the Ship — will be essentially better for being cut before the sap
commences rising — We have hope by peculiar care in these points —
to shew a superior Ship to those built in the other ports of the Union

I am &c &c
T:T: [TuoMas TiNGEY]
Rost Brent Esq?

[NDA. Tingey LB, 1798-1800.]

To Secretary of War from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Nary Department 11th March 1800
SECRETARY AT WAR
Sir I am honored with your letter of yesterday, on the subject of the
purchase of a site for a cannon foundery & of ore the best adapted for
ordnance, and of a permanent National Establishment for the casting
of Cannon & Shot.



292 NAVAL OPERATIONS; JANUARY 1800-MAY 1800

I can have no doubt that the United States ought to possess one or
more such establishments, and I believe the vicinity of Harpers Ferry
on the Potemack a very proper place for one such Establishment, as it
has an aspect toward the Western Country is near the centre from
North to South of the United States and being on Navigation is suffi-
ciently convenient to the Seaports. — I will therefore without hesita-
tion consent, that in your communication to the President you shall
make use of my name as joining you in opinion as to the propriety of
the establishment if upon the trials you propose of the ore, you find it
answers the expectations you have formed of it. — — I beg leave to
observe that the Salisbury Ore, on a trial just made appears to be equal
to that of Virginia — it has not however undergone all the proof which
the other has sustained — —

I have the honor to be with great Respect

Sir
Yr Obed Serv!
[NDA. Sec. War, LB, 1798-1824.]

To Gabriel Christie, in Congress from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Depuartment 11*" March 1800
Gasrier CHrisTiE Esquire
in Congress —

Sir I am much obliged to you for the trouble you have taken about
the Masts.

T have since T wrote to you, received a letter from Norfolk, saying all
the Masts wanted for the Congress can be immediately supplied, in
consequence of which I will decline sending any from Havre de Grace
until an arrangement can be made for sending the whole —

I have the honor to be

Sir
Yr obed Servt
[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

Extract of a letter from Captain Codwise, cemmanding the Brig Ceres of New
York, describing his encounter with French privateers

St. Croxx, March 11, 1800.

“The fourth day after we left Sandy hook, we found ourselves, by
observation, to the southward of Bermuda, going at the rate of 10
and 10% knots, under the foresail and close reefed main top sail. In
the lat. of 27 N. we were chased from the break of day until night, by
three French pirates, two schooners and a brig.

“When we first descried them, the wind was very light, so that by
the aid of their sweeps, they gained fast upon us, and came nearly
within gun shot; but no sooner did kind Providence favor us with a
stronger breeze, which counterbalanced their sweeps, than the Ceres
quickly left them at a distance. Perceiving that we led them, they,
in order to intimidate us, commenced a repeated firing; but finding
that to be of no avail, they very wisely gave up the chace.
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“Nothing, I am confident, contributed more to our escape from the
fraternal hug, than the great number of our light and loity sails. It
appears that the Frenchmen, being compelled by the vigilance of our
cruizers to quit their usual cruizing station, have commenced their
depredations in a more northerly quarter, where they meet with less
molestation.”

[LC, “The Daily Advertiser” (N. Y.), 22 April 1800.]

To Samuel Humphreys, U. S. Inspector of Timber, Savannah, Ga., from Secretary
of the Navy
[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 11th March 1800
Mt SamueL HumpPHREYS
Savanah Georgia —

Sir The Sloop Non Pareil John Shepherd Jun® Master, is to call on
her return voyage from the West Indies, and take a load of Live oak
for one of the 74 Gun Ships from Georgia to one of the places of build-
ing. She may be expected at the mouth of St Marys river the first
week in April. Be pleased to make arrangements for Loading her
as soon as may be after she arrives and order her for New York, taking
Bills Lading or receipts specifying the number of Cubic feet contained
in the Cargo for which freight is to be paid at the rate of 37} Cents
per foot, one of which bills enclose to this Office, one to Mess™ J & E
Watson at N York & retain one yourself — Another Sloop is intended
soon to follow the Non Pareil for the same purpose, and will probably
touch first at the same place — Be pleased to adopt equally prompt
measures for dispatching her with a load of timber as the Non Pareil
at the same rate of freizcht & for the same place — if you can, load her
with timber for the same Ship, otherwise she must be ordered for
Boston to address of Mess™ Stephen Higginson & Co. Other vessels
will in course follow these, & to enable me to give them the best
directions the case will admit, as to the most proper place first to
touch at, I have to request that you will as soon as practicable ascertain
and forward to me the necessary information. It will be proper for
vou in the mean time to take steps for giving the necessary instructions
at other places than the Saint Marys, where it is probable vessels
may touch, to which places they are to proceed for their loads. —
The Vessels now mentioned agree to take a less freight than I expected.
They may however be obliged to call at several landings for their
loads, for which you can agree if they require it, to make such allow-
ance as you think just, exceeding however in no instance half a dollar
per foot for the whole freight —

I think you must have a Book, &keepan account of the timber sent
to each place, that we may be sure when all is sent, and I should be
glad to receive an Invoice of cach shipment specifying the particular
peices sent.

The Navy Agent to whom sent should have a Duplicate. —

Iam

Sir
Yr obed Servt

B[eniamin] S[ToDDERT]
[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.}
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Extract from Captain Thomas Truxtun’s journal, U. 8. Frigate Constellation,
Tuesday, 11 March 1800

the beginning Light winds — with an Appearance of a heavy
Squall, which came on about 3 P M with great violence — after which
a heavy gale followed from the westward

at 8 Ditto hove the Ship too, with her head to the Southward —
making previously the Signal for the fleet to do the Same.

at A M made the Signal to ware and heave too, on the Larboard
tack, and at Day light wore again, & Stood in shore — when we made,
soon after, the Pan of Matanzas bearing S E B S, and at noon the
said Land (pan of Matanzas) bore S B E ¥ E about 8 Leagues Dis-
tance —

I find the Current has Set the Ship 20 Leagues to the Eastward
since we doubled Cape Antonio — which is allowed for in this days
calculation of the Longitude. —

Made the Signal for the convoy to Sail in close order as they seem
much inclined to Scatter. —

Longitude Account 81°.20" W,
Latitude Observed 23°.34" N.

[HS of Pa. NDA photostat.]

Extract from journal of Captain Edward Preble, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S.
Frigate Essex, Tuesday, 11 March 1800

At 4 P. M. the north point of Saldanha Bay bore N. by E. half E.
and the southern point E. by S., four leagues distant. Steering S.
by E.; at 6 P. M. saw breakers off Coney Island bearing S. E. by S.,
three miles; at 2 A. M., saw the table-land of the Cape of Good
Hope; at 10 A. M. anchored in 7 {athoms over a bottom of fine sand,
the watering-place at the town S. W., one mile distant. Moored ship.

Found here seven British men-of-war, viz:

Lancaster, 64 guns, Admiral Sir Roger Curtis, Bart., Capt. Larcom.
Tremendous, 74 guns, Capt. Osborn.

Diomed, 50 guns, Capt. Hon. C. Elphinstone.

Adamant, 50 guns, Capt. Hotham.

L’0Oiseau, 44 guns, Capt. S. H. Linzee.

Camel, Frigate, Capt. Lee.

Raitlesnake, 24 guns, Capt. Curtis.

Two English and a Swedish Indiaman, an English Whaler, and
three American merchant vessels, viz.: the Ship Ariel, Capt. Coats,
from China for Philadelphia, the Ship Dispatch, Capt. Benners, from
Philadelphia for Batavia, and Brig ——— from Batavia for
Philadelphia. Sent the First Lieutenant on board the Admiral to
report the ship. Received a visit from the Health officer.

[NR&L, Nr P 9221¢]

Extract from journal of Lieutenant John Mullowny, U. 8. Navy, commanding
U. 8. Ship Ganges, 11 March 1800

Weighed anchor and proceeded to Sea the Harry and Sally getting
under way. At 9 the Pilot left us.
The Harry and Sally in C¢

[NA.}
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To Captain Robert Gill, Navy Storekeeper, from Abishai Thomas for Secretary of
the Navy
[PHILADELPHIA]
) Navy Department 12th March 1800
Captain Rosert GILL

S1r Be pleased to deliver to M James Key Purser of the Philadel-
phia, Twenty nine pieces of Bandanoes Handkerchiefs, taking his
receipts therefor, & charging him the price at which they were pur-
chased which transmit to the Accountants office that Mt Key may be
debited accordingly

By order of the Secretary

AB TrHOMAS

[NDA. GLB, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

To Captain Thomas Truxtun, U. S. Navy, from Secretary of the Navy

[PEHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 12th March 1800
Capt® Taomas TruxTUN
of the Constellation, Kingston, Jamaica

Sir I am honored with your letter of the 3¢ Ultimo inclosing an
extract from your Journal relative to your glorious action with a
French Ship of force greatly superior to your own on the 2¢. Both
the letter & the Extract have been laid before the President who
directs me to give you the strongest assurances of his high approbation
of your own judicious and Gallant conduct, and to request that you
will present to the Officers & Crew of the Constellation, his thanks
for so nobly seconding your efforts to raise the character of their
Country and to maintain the honor of its flag.

Judging that you will readily obtain every thing necessary for your
compleat equipment at Jamaica, and that you will most probably
have left that Island for your Station off Guadeloupe before the arrival
of the Enterprise, 1 send nothing for the Constellation by that Vessel
except 10,080'" 18" Shot & 1000 Grape. — Captain Murray fell in
with you the 4th March. He is daily expected here — by him, I
hope to receive full information from you of your wants, if you have
any, and I will take immediate steps to supply them, by sending
to Saint Kitts or Jamaica according to your letters by Murray —

I have not heard from St Kitts since your action, nor has there been
any accounts received respecting the Ship you engaged. — If it was
the Ship stationed at Guadeloupe, the vessels you left on that station,
will maintain the superiority, until she is again fit for service, and
doubt not you will be ready as soon as she can be. — I wish however
you were in one of the larger Frigates. — The President 1 believe
will be ready for sea, by the first of July, before which time, you will
either be relieved from the Constellation, or from the command off
Guadeloupe, that you may take the President. The Congress having
returned into Port completely dismasted, and the Insurgente wanting
five or six weeks repairs, the Constellation cannot at present be spared
from the West Indies, where I hope your future glory will equal, &
your future success exceed the past.
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Congress have as yet done nothing on the Navy Business ~ the
Committee on Naval Affairs have under consideration propositions
to create 2 Admirals, 2 Vice Admirals & 2 Rear Admirals, & to procure
Timber for more Ships of seventy four Guns. The bundle of papers
I send by Lieut Shaw will give you all the news. We have yet nothing
from our Ministers to France —

Whatever engagements you make at Jamaica shall be punctually
complied with — Perhaps you may be obliged to agree to replace
the Mast & other things you obtain — & in this case the earliest
attention shall be paid to your engagements. You can no doubt
readily pass Bills on me for the greater part of your expenditures —
At Saint Kitts I hope there are provisions enough in the hands of M*
Clarkson to last some time, and 1 shall take early measures for sending
a further supply — But too much attention cannot be paid to the
subject of sending on board the ships returning, all surplus provisions
on board of any vessels which may from time to time return to the
United States, from whatever cause. —

I hsqve the honor to be with great respect & Esteem —

ir
Yr most obed Servt
[NDA. OSW, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

To Lieutenant John Shaw, U. S. Navy, from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 12th March 1800
Lieut Joa~N Suaw
of the Enterprise

SirR You will proceed with all expidition to Kingston Jamaica,
touching at Cape Francois on your passage to deliver the letters to
Captain Talbot, and if you can, the Grape Shot for the Schooner
FEzrperiment, which may be delivered to Nathan Levy Esquire the
Navy Agent at Cape Francois, or to any of our Public Vessels,

If you do not find Captain Truxtun at Jamaica, you will proceed
to St Kitts, and if he should not be there, desire whoever may be the
Commanding Officer on that Station to open the letters to Captain
Truxtun.

Should you meet Captain Truxtun at Jamaica, you will there take
his orders for your future Government. — If you should not meet
him there or at St Kitts, you will join the Squadron at Saint Kitts
under the command of the Superior Officer —

I have the honor to be

Sir
Yr most obed Servt
Blexsamin] S[ToDDPERT.]

[NDA. OSW, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]
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Ta Captain Silas Talbot, U, 8, Navy, from Secretary of the Navy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy Department 12th March 1800
Capt® SiLas TaLBoT
of the Constitution
Cape Francois

Sir I am honored with your letters down to the 9th February all
of which have been laid before the President, who is well pleased
with your judicious arrangements of the force under your command,
& your whole conduct. The Sch® Swift was released to the Owners,
before the receipt of your last letter. "The Law prohibiting intercourse
with the French possessions was so extreamly defective that it was
difficult fo punish the breach of it. 1 now inclose a New Law [*] just
passed on that subject which I hope will be more effectual. You will
be pleased to give copies & the necessary orders, to all the vessels
under your Command — A Vessel with provisions for the Vessels
on the St Domingo Station will be ready to sail from New York under
the Convoy of the ship Trumbull Capt Jewitt in a few days The
Trumbull mounts 18 — 12 pounders & is a powerfull vessel to be
added to your Command — The Scht Enterprize on her way to
Jamalica, thence to join Captain Truxtun, will I expect deliver this —
She has 1000 ' Grape Shot for the Ezperiment, if she has an opp?
of delivering it — ‘

I have the honor to be with great respect Sir

Yr obed Servt

[*Presumably Act of Congress approved 27 February 1800.]
[NDA, OSW, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

To Captain Daniel McNeill, U, 8. Navy, from Secretary of the Navy

[PHRILADELPHIA]
Navy Departmeni 12th March 1800
Captain Daxnien MSNigLL
of the Portsmouth, N York

Siz Your letters of the 26th Ultimo and 5% Inst have been
received. — France will be the destination of the Portsmouth, and
you may therefore make such improvements in her accommodation
as may appear to you to be necessary, keeping an eye to economy
and recoi{)ecting that the Ship must ssil in ten or twelve days at
farthest. — If you should prefer remaining on shore, you will be
pleased to inform me, and I will provide another Commander— How
many men will be necessary to navigate the Ship as a Flag of Truce?
I presume fifty able seamen, besides Your Officers will be sufficient. —
On the subject of your Oflicers, since Lieutenant Rhodes has joined
vou, Lieutenant Godfrey Wood, and W= Welis have been ordered to
place themselves under your Command, and I have this day ordered
Doctor Frost to join you. — I have before advised you of the
Midshipmen for your Ship — A Purser, I will supply you — In
your letter of the 5t Inst, you say, you have succeeded in procuring
& Sailing Master, Boatswain, Sailmaker and Carpenter. You will be
pleased to forward the names of the Gentlemen you have selected
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that their Warrants may be sent them. You will also name a Gun-
ner. — I have also ordered Doctor Jeffry Dillon Shanley to join
you as Surgeon —
I have the honor to be
Sir Yr obed Servt

[NDA. OSW, Vol. 3, 1799-1800.]

To James & Ebenezer Watson, Navy %Igents, New York, from Accountant of the
avy

[PHILADELPHIA]
Navy DeparTMENT AccouNTING OFFICE
12 March 1800 —

GenTLEMEN I have rec? yours of the 8 instant together with your
accounts and vouchers for the month of February, since my letter to
you of the 7. inst. it has been determin’d, that in all cases of Capture
or recapture the expense of the prize master, and men put on board,
shall be on account of this department untill they arrive in port, after
which, all expences including pay and subsistence, shall be paid out
of the prize or salvage money: I will consult the Secretary respecting
M:r Pierce and write you on the subject. —

very respectfully

I am Gentlemen
Yt Most Ob?
Tromas TURNER
Acct
Mess™ J. & E Warsoxn
N York, —

[NDA. LB Acct., 1798-1800.]

Extract from journal of Captain Edward Preble, U. S. Navy, commanding T. 8.
Frigate Essex, Wednesday, 12 March 1800

[Harbor of Table Bay.] Wind S. E. Fresh gales. At 11 A. M,
went, on shore, accompanied by Capt. Campbell of the British Navy.
Waited on the Admiral, Sir Roger Curtis, Bart., and the Governor,
Sir George Young, Bart., and was politely and friendly received, each
offering me his best services. I received a visit from all the Captains
of men-of-war with compliments and congratulations on my arrival.
]})Iined with the Admiral in company with all the Captains of the

avy.

[NR&L, Nr P 922.14]

Extract from journal of Lieutenant Johr Mullowny, U. 8. Navy, commanding
U. S. Ship Ganges 12 March 1800

At 5 Boca Granda bore N E. Dist about 4 leagues —

At 6 PM hoisted signals N? 19. 12.3 neither of which the fleet
payed any attention to.

At 10 lost sight of the Brig

At 3 A M the Ship and Brig in C*¢

[NA.]
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To Secretary of the Navy, from Captain Edward Preble, U. S. Navy

{U. 8. Frigate] Essex, at anchor in Table Bay,
Cark or Goop Hoeg, 15th March, 1800.

Sir: — T have the honor to inform you I arrived here the 11th
inst., with the U. S. Frigate Essex under my command. The manner
in which I have been received by the Admiral, Sir Roger Curtis, and
the Governor, Sir George Young, has been honorable to our flag,
and highly flattering to me. The day after leaving Newport a snow
storm came on, and we parted with the three merchant vessels under
convoy, and on the 12th of January, in a heavy gale of wind, in Lat.
38° 23" N., and Long. 54° 9’ W., I lost sight of the Congress, {*] not
being able to carry sail to keep up with her without hazarding the
loss of my masts, on account of the very bad quality of the rigging
and iron work attached to them.

The 24th of Jan. in Lat. 16° 25’ N., Long. 28° 30’ W., our main-
mast was discovered to be very badly sprung between decks. Every
exertion was immediately made to secure it, and on the 26th that
object was completed. On my passage out, much of the iron work
has given way ; the fore and main trestletrees, and fore and main cross-
trees broken, owing to the bad quality of the wood, and their not hav-
ing been properly secured at first. Nearly all the main shrouds,
and all the topmast stays have been carried away. They were too
small and their quality infamously bad. These disasters {,engthened
my passage considerably, and will detain me here at least ten days
from the day of my arrival, as considerable iron and wood work is to
be done to the masts, a complete gang of new shrouds to be fitted,
and water to fill.

I begin to fear some accident has happened to the Congress, and if
she does not arrive by the time I am ready for sea, I shall not wait a
moment for her, but make the best of my way to the port of destina-
tion, and as the Esser is a remarkably fast sailer, I am in hopes to
reach it in season to answer the object government ha