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 local nurseries 

carrboro

FiFth season GardeninG 
co.
106 S. Greensboro St. 932-7600 
fifthseasongardening.com 
Plants, pots, landscaping needs and every-
thing to get you growing 

piedmont Feed & Garden 
center
4805 Hwy 54 West • 932-7387

Plants and garden supplies, pet food and 
livestock feed, horse feed and supplies

southern states
300 N. Greensboro St. 
942-3857  •  southernstates.com 
Nursery, pet supply, feed, gardening sup-
plies, wild bird supply and more.

chapel hill
bareFoot paths nursery
224 Henley Rd 933-7467 
Hours by appointment. Specialty trees, 
shrubs, and perennials for southern 
gardens.

camellia Forest nursery
620 Hwy 54 West  •  968-0504 
camforest.com 
Camellias, exotic trees and shrubs Open 
Saturday 10am-4pm

dickinson Garden center
1510 East Franklin  •  942-4458 
dickinsongardencenter.com

Green hill Farm, inc.
3101 Green Hill Dr., Chapel Hill 
309-0649  •  hostahosta.com 
Hosta collections of all types and sizes. 
Call for hours.

Greener Visions nursery
210 Storybook Farm 942-6957 
8am-12pm, 1-5pm Mon-Fri 
Call for Weekend Hours

nc botanical Garden
100 Laurel Hill Road • 962-0522 • ncbg.
unc.edu 
A local treasure (See ad for the annual 
plant sale on back page)

niche Gardens
1111 Dawson Road 
967-0078  •  nichegardens.com 
A mail-order and retail nursery 
specializing in wildflowers, natives, 
perennials, ornamental grasses, 
trees and shrubs.

chatham county
the pottinG shed
2000 Fearrington Village Center 
542-4000 ext. 254 
9am-4pm, Tue-Sat; 10am-4pm, Sun 
Perennials, annuals, herbs, shrubs

durham
For Garden’s sake
9197 NC Hwy 751 • 484-9759

9am-6pm, Mon-Sat; 10am-4pm, Sun

Landscape design, installation and main-
tenance. Fruit trees and other large trees. 
Full-service nursery.

durham Garden center
4536 Hillsborough Road 
384-7526  •  durhamgardencenter.com 
Plants, flowers, trees, shrubs, veggies, 
herbs, and garden supplies.  Bird seed and 
feeders.  Rain barrels, pottery, yard art 
and gifts.

sarah p. duke Gardens
426 Anderson St 
684-3698  •  sarahpdukegardens.org 
Historic public gardens on the Duke Uni-
versity campus. Gift shop and café on site.  
Seasonal plant sales.

NEED MULCH?
WE’VE GOT IT!

ORANGE COUNTY LANDFILL
EUBANKS RD. CHAPEL HILL       

MON-FRI   8AM- 4PM 
SATURDAYS 7:30-12 NOON

We load, you tarp.  
Trucks and trailers only.

Delivery is available.

Conventional 
Yard Waste Mulch

$20.00 / 3 cubic yards

$25.00 / 1 cubic yard

Decorative “Red” Mulch             
& Organic Compost 

Orange County Solid Waste Management
(919) 968-2788

recycling@co.orange.nc.us

CARRBORO
www.fifthseasongardening.com
106 S. Greensboro St.   (919)932-7600

where doing it yourself is always in season
ON LINE

FILL UP
ON ORGANIC
SUPPLIES
From organic seeds and plant starts to soil 
amendments, fertilizers and pest control, 
we've got the widest selection of organic 
gardening supplies in the area.
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919-967-0078 www.NicheGardens.com

Monday-Saturday, 9-5 & Sunday 10-5
1111 Dawson Road (West of Carrboro, off Old Greensboro Hwy)

promoting sustainable gardening since 1986
native & unusual plants for the Southeastern garden
guided garden walk Saturdays @10 am, rain or shine
garden design services available

Gardens
Niche Now open 

7 days a week!

Durham GarDen Center

Spring is coming!

Trees and shrubs, Perennials (coming soon)
Cool season vegetables, Critter repellents

Rain Barrels, Pottery and yard art

4536 Hillsborough Road, Near the Orange County line in Durham
Just a 15 minute drive from Carrboro/Chapel Hill We’re worth the trip!

(919) 384-7526 • Mon-Sat 9-5 • durhamgardencenter.com

landscape serVices 
carrboro
birdsonG desiGn
444-1958 
birdsongdesign.com 
Services in garden design, installation and 
native plants.

butterFly ridGe desiGn 
& Works inc.
400 W. Weaver St • 933-1933

FiFth season GardeninG 
co.
106 S. Greensboro St. • 932-7600 
fifthseasongardening.com 
Landscape design with a focus on organic 
and hydroponic gardening.

Green sky sustainable de-
siGn
943-7503 • Call for appointment 
Consultation, design, installation, and 
maintenance of landscapes and roofscapes  
Greenskyinc.com

nickerson landscapinG
7406 Old Hickory Lane • 929-3331

petalstone landscape de-
siGn & consultinG
968-6107 
petalstone.com 
sprinG branch 
landscapes

708 W. Main Street • 929-2807 
springbranchlandscapes.com 
Design and installation of colorful year-
round gardens.

sWanson & associates, pa
100 E Carr St 967-3355

Landscape architects

chapel hill
accent desiGn
468 Tanager Lane • 545-5605 
http://accentdesign.biz 
New home landscape designs, renova-
tions, Xeriscapes.

bassett landscapinG
4625 Old Greensboro Rd • 967-2964

clean air laWn care
720-6396
Environmentally clean lawn mowing 

and landscape maintenance
dickinson Garden center
1510 East Franklin 942-4458 
dickinsongardencenter.com

Green enerGy laWn care
338-2667
Clean, quiet and organic lawn care. 

Zero-emission mowing.
Green Vision
Pittsboro/Chapel Hill • 542-4038 

greenvisioninc.com

heartWood landscapes
9215 Charles Lane • 929-3800 
heartwoodlandscapes.com 
Residential and commercial services.

moldenhauer 
landscapinG inc
611 Lystra Estates Dr • 929-3740

neW GroWth landscapes
9318 Orange Grove Road • 942-5037 
Design, install, maintain and consult 
newgrowthlandscapes.com

niche Gardens
1111 Dawson Rd • 967-0078 
nichegardens.com

o’mara landscapinG and 
laWn care
323 St. Thomas Dr. • 942-5051 
omaralandscaping.com

piedmont enVironmental 
landscapinG and desiGn
5701 Cascade Drive • 383-2845

Jon Wilson
614-5530 
Trimming, mulching and lawn maintenance.

staats desiGn studio
14 Oakwood Dr. • 933-5025 
staatsdesignstudio.com 

Water and Japanese gardens, and special 
design solutions for the handicapped and 
the elderly.

the unique plant
4207 Oak Hill Rd • 402-0117 
theuniqueplant.com 
Unusual trees, landscape design.

pittsboro
kim archer Gardens, inc
542-0023 • kimarcher@mac.com 
Consulting & design by appointment

bluebird landscapes inc
103 Persimmon Hill Rd • 942-5567

Flynthill Farm
2411 Hwy 64 West • 542-5308 
www.flynthillfarm.com

Nitrogen and phosphorous from fertilizers can wash into 
streams, causing algae blooms, removing oxygen and killing 
beneficial aquatic organisms. Before you apply fertilizers:

@ Test  your soils: (free through the NC Dept of Agriculture
& Consumer Services (ncagr.com/agronomi). Soil sample boxes 
are available at Southern States & at the NC Botanical Garden.
@ Know what kind of grass you have. Care differs by type!
@ Apply only the amount and kind of fertilizer you need, if any.
@ Never apply fertilizer before a heavy rain. It will run off.
@ Create a no-mow, no-fertilizer zone (buffer) along ditches 
and streams. This is important to slow and filter runoff before 
it reaches our waterways.

Town of Chapel Hill
Stormwater Management
919-969-RAIN (969-7246)

Please Don’t FeeD the algae!Please Don’t FeeD the algae!
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‘Beeing’ in the garden this spring
Plan your garden with the bees in mind (How I got hooked!)
By ken MooRe P PHotos By deBBIe Roos

W
hen my wife en-
rolled me in the 
recent Chatham 
County Center, 
north Carolina 

Cooperative extension/Chatham 
County Beekeepers’ Association’s 
eight-week beekeeping school, I un-
enthusiastically consented, declaring, 
“How in the world can it take eight 
weeks to learn beekeeping?”

Wow; eight weeks is not enough, 
and my appreciation of bees is now 
a continuing, learning pursuit. 

Beekeeping, referring to non-na-
tive honey bees, is totally engaging. 
As a community of thousands of in-
dividuals, honey bees are way more 
civilized and successful at managing 
themselves than are we humans. I 
look forward to having a few hives 
in our wild yard before too long. 

Honey bees 
and native bees: 
a few facts

non-native honey bees from 
europe, Asia and Africa are important 
as major pollinators of food crops and 
they produce that honey we all love!

think tulip poplar and sourwood 
trees; if these two native trees are 
not common in your neighborhood, 
plant some!

Many of us don’t know that there 
are more than 4,000 other species of 
bees that are native to the U.s.

Like non-native honey bees, na-
tive bees are effective pollinators, 
plus they are more active in cool, 
wet weather.

native bees are more efficient at 
pollinating some crops. 

native bees buffer against losses 
in honey bee colonies. 

native bee activity improves the 
efficiency of honey bees in some 
crops.

so be kind to all bees !

Planning your 
bee garden

you need sunlight. 
Include a diversity of species, 

planting groups of plants rather than 
single individuals.

Plant to have flowering during the 
entire growing season.

Avoid invasive exotic plants. 
Choose natives, because they are 

beautiful and attract all the bees as 
well as other beautiful pollinators 
like butterflies and hummingbirds 
and they are in tune with the nature 
of where we live.

don’t use pesticides and her-
bicides. these agents are harmful 
to bees and other pollinators (and 
humans).

Most importantly, move slowly 
and gently through your garden; all 
the bees and other pollinators out 
there are trying to avoid humans in 
their foraging for pollen and nectar.

Full Service 
Sustainable lawn care

919.720.6396

•  Clean electric equipment powered 
    by wind & solar power
•  50-70% quieter than conventional  
   lawn services
•  Clean & healthy organic fertilization

www.cleanairlawncare.com michael@cleanairlawncare.com
Call or email for a FREE es  mate

Piedmont Environmental 
Landscaping and Design

Gardens and landscapes for the birds, 
bees, butterflies and the people
who cherish them.
MatthEw arnsbErgEr
919-960-6856
arnsberger@mindspring.com

native plants and ecological design
Invasive Plant Control
Deer Fences
Organic Fertilizer Programs

Honey bee on Veronia
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408 W. Weaver St.  Carrboro  929-1199
Monday-Friday 9-6, Wednesdays 9-8, Saturdays 9-5, Closed Sundays

Toys accessories supplies service

Spas & Hot Tubs
Water Analysis

Full Service Department
In-ground &

Above-ground Pools
Patio & Outdoor 

Accessories
Full Line of Pool & Spa 
Chemicals Including 
Alternative Sanitizers

 online resources 

nortH carolina 
botanical garden
www.ncbg.unc.edu/

nortH carolina 
native Plant society
www.ncwildflower.org/

nortH carolina 
Herbarium
www.herbarium.unc.edu

nc cooPerative 
extension 
service/ orange 
county
orange.ces.ncsu.edu/

nc cooPerative 
extension 
service/ cHatHam 
county
chatham.ces.ncsu.edu/index.php

orange county’s 
farm website
orangecountyfarms.org/

carolina farm 
stewardsHiP 
association
carolinafarmstewards.org/

carrboro 
farmers’ market
carrborofarmersmarket.com

orange county 
master gardeners
www.co.orange.nc.us/Master-
Gardener

growing small farms
www.growingsmallfarms.org

tHe Plants
Chatham County Cooperative 

extension agent debbie Roos has an 
excellent bee plant list. (see “Local 
resources” at end of column) Most 
of the recommended plants are 
natives or non-invasive exotics. the 
list includes trees, shrubs, perennials, 
traditional herbs (great bee plants), 
some annuals and a few vines. 

debbie recommends plants that 
are easy to grow, drought tolerant, 
support pollinators of every descrip-
tion, and are just downright beauti-
ful. some of my favorites from her 
list, progressing from spring through 
fall, are: naturalized mustard greens, 
Brassica spp., henbits, Lamium 

amplexicaule and L. purpureum, 
speedwells, Veronica spp. redbud, 
Cercis canadensis, black cherry, Prunus 
serotina, evening primrose (sundrops), 
oenothera fruticosa, wild blackberries, 
Rubus spp., black-eyed susans, Rud-
beckia spp., several st. John’s worts, 
Hypericum spp., any and all golden-
rods, solidago spp., blazing star, Liatris 
spp., any and all asters, Aster spp., 
sunflowers, Helianthus spp., ironweed, 
Vernonia novaboracensis, and the 
“never-know-where-it’s-going-to-
emerge-next” perennial vine, passion-
flower, Passiflora incarnata.

so get out there and enjoy your 
garden, knowing that it’s not just 
about the flowers!

local resources
We have great resources with 

the orange County Beekeepers’ 
Association (theocba.org) and 
Chatham County Beekeepers’ As-
sociation (chathambeekeepers.org). 
In addition, check out growings-
mallfarms.org and go to “Pollinator 
Conservation.” there you’ll find 
debbie Roos’ extensive list, “na-
tive Plants for Bee Forage.” search 
around on that site and you’ll find 
lots more valuable information.

I give special thanks to debbie 
who got me hooked on bees and 
whose beautiful photographs en-
courage us all to plant for the bees!

Ask about
Outdoor Kitchens!

sweat bee on Echinacea

Honey bee on Rubus

bumble bee on Hypericum

carpenter bee 
on Passion Flower
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One Day Only!
Compost Bin Sale

Featuring the Norseman “Earth Machine”

9am-3pm
Saturday March 21

$40/unit ~ Includes tax

~ Countertop collectors $7 each

answer composting questions.

~ Compost aerating tools $15 each

Orange County Solid Waste Management                 
(919)968-2788 or email                           

recycling@co.orange.nc.us
www.co.orange.nc.us/recycling/news.asp

Eubanks Rd.
Park and Ride Lot

Chapel Hill

~ Composting experts will be on hand to

~ Cash or checks only, please

Carrboro 
Farmers’ market
301 W. Main St., Carrboro  
280-3326 
carrborofarmersmarket.com

Saturdays, 7 a.m. to noon 
Wednesdays 3:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
(Wednesday market starts in April)

Fresh, naturally grown produce, prepared 
foods, flowers and crafts sold by the origi-
nal producers. 

Fearrington 
Farmers’ market 
Next to 2000 Fearrington Village Cntr 
www.fearrington.com/village/farmers 
market.asp

Tuesdays, at 4 p.m. (opens April 7) 

Organic fruits and vegetables, fresh flow-
ers, herbs and more from local farms. 

HillsborougH 
Farmers’ market 
Home Depot Parking Lot 
hillboroughfarmersmarket.org

Saturdays, 10 a.m.-noon 
Seasonal fruits and vegetables, jams and 
jellies, fresh baked goods, local crafts, 
nursery plants, artisan cheeses and much 
more.

eno river Farmers’ market
Public Market House 
120 East Margaret Lane

Saturdays, April-November 8 a.m.-noon; 
December-March: first and third Satur-
days from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Fresh, naturally grown produce, prepared 
foods.

Pittsboro 
Farmers’ market  
Chatham County Fair Grounds 
Pittsboro    542-8202 
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/chatham/ag/Sus-
tAg/pittsboro.html

Thursdays, 3:30 to 6:30 p.m. (opens April 3)

Locally grown fruits and vegetables, 
flowers, herbs, meats, canned goods and 
more. 

soutH estes 
Farmers’ market
201 South Estes Dr.

Chapel Hill, in front of A Southern Season 
in the University Mall parking lot

Saturday, April-November: 8 a.m.-noon 
December-March: 9 a.m.-noon the first 
and third Saturdays inside University Mall

Fresh, naturally grown produce, prepared 
foods.

soutHern village 
Farmers’ market
Market Street, Chapel Hill 
280-3326 
southernvillagefarmersmarket.com/

Thursdays, 4 to 7 p.m. (opens May 1)

In conjunction with the 
Carrboro Farmers’ Market.

 Farmers’ markets                                                                                                                 

Birdsong
design

Garden Design  Landscape Contracting

landscape materplans contemporary naturalistic style
waterwise gardens native plant design edibles

deer-resistant gardens stonework watergardens
lawn alternatives perennial borders garden crafts

NC LaNdsCape
CoNtraCtor #1647

919.444.1958
pete@birdsongdesign.com

Carrboro Farmer’s market
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NORTH CAROLINA BOTANICAL GARDEN
T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  A T  C H A P E L

inspiring understanding, appreciation, 
and conservation of plants . . . advancing a 
sustainable relationship between people
       & nature.

This
Spring,
  Turn It Green!

To learn more about 
programs, plant 
sales, volunteer 

opportunities, and 
membership,

please visit our 
website or call:

ncbg.unc.edu
962-0522

Visit the North Carolina Botanical Garden and get your spring 
green tune up with these fun, educational programs for all ages 

Go Green With Moss! (3/15)
Creative Journaling, Using Nature’s Transitions (3/22)
The Evolution of Charles Darwin (3/29)
Spring Wildflower Digital Photography (beg. 4/15)
Bluets--Preschoolers Exploring Nature (beg. 4/15)
N.C. Plants that Trap Insects (4/26) . . . and much more . . .

 (all programs require pre-registration: call 962-0522)

Self-service plant sale open every day

And for gardening questions, call or visit during the daily “plant 
clinic hour”—noon to 1 p.m.—to talk to our horticulture staff.

Free guided tours of the gardens
every Saturday at 10 a.m. (or call to 
schedule a personalized tour for your 
group)  

And this spring, offering free 
“hard-hat” tours of our new green 
Education Center—under construction 
and poised to become the first LEED 
Platinum sustainably designed/built 
structure in the UNC system! Call to 
reserve a spot on a 3/15 or 4/25 tour. 
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