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#ilhelm WILLEMER

Oberst

Late of Birth: 13 January 1905
Plage of Birth: Tanzig ‘

WILLEEER joined CGermeny's profesgional
1G0,000=nan Army in 1924 immedistely after
graduating from high school 2t Stade and was
assigned tov the lst Infantry in Hoenigsberg,
Bast Pruseis. In 1929 he was promoted to
second lieutenent, in 1933 to firast licutenant,
and in 1936 to captain,.

In 1939, WILLUMER was serving in an
assignment as a ¢ompany commander. In this
capacity he took part in the Polish campalgn,
following which he was detailed Tor General
Staeff Corps training in & Var College course
at Iresden., Then, after participation in the
Western campaign of 1940, he was transfers
red to Fast Fruseis to serve on the staff of
the 87th Division for participation in the ine
vasion of Bussla. While serving in this a8-
gignment, YILLEMER was promoted to major and
awarded venersl Staff Corps status. From then
on until the last month of ithe war, he remained
on the bastern front, serving as operations
officer of the 1%5th Divielon (January 1942«
Way 1944), operations officer of Army Group
Horth (Mayeieptember 1944), =nd Chief of 5taff
of the XXVII Corps (October 1944~april 1945).
In April 1942 he was promoted to lieuvtensnt
colonel, in September 1944 to colonel., In
April 1945 UILLEMER was tranaferred to the
western front, where he wus tshen priscner by
Aritish forces at Juxhsven on 8 HMay,
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FOREWORD

by
Generaloberst Frang Halder

_ The two reporte sttached hereto appesr to be well
suited for use as examples in srtillery tactics traine
ing. %an have been compiled by &alaﬁal ﬁiaﬁalm ¥ille-
mer on the basis of studies a&%mﬁ%%aﬁ by General der
.ﬁr%izleria Phoholte. The sketches contained hereln are
clear and comprehensible snd therefore conatitute excellient
stu§y~m&ﬁﬁrial} | | ‘ |

I am in complete secord with %hé precepts as summariged

by the té§i@ leader in the last chapter of each report,

(signed) Frans Halder

~1v=
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PRELIVINARY fEEAGKS

This report rapr&aaﬁtﬁ the second and final part of
the "Artillery” study in the "Swall Unit Tacties" series,
and conslsts of examples conpiled on the basis of reporis
submitted by CGenersl der irtillery Thoholie. ’

xapple # 1 deals with Germen artillery concenirotion,
attack, snd bresch of a fuselisn field position, while &x-
‘anple § 2 depicts defensive operstiens. Hoth exsmples wpake
reference te eneny artillery tactles. |

Yhe sotion invelved was ﬁ&fﬁi@ﬁ cut by ChHy srtilliery
charged with the mission of reipforcing and operating in
cenjuncition with division artillery.

Speciml enphasis should ve plsced on the fact that
wiile the line ¢f avtion deseribed in these examples has
proven eifective, the @m@luyﬁ@nt of cther tactics nmight
be feasible, and--particularly Witﬁ regpect to artillery

operstions-~-that no herd and fast rule can be Tollowed,
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I, GOWERAL SIVUALION

Place: Arss extending from Skvorltsy $o Zuderhof, 35
to 2% kilometers southwsst of lLeningred.

Times 6 to 8 September 194l. \

_ weather: Dry autusn westherj good visiblliiy. The sun

rose at 0500 Germen daylight saving %im@;i |
’ Terrain %ﬁnﬁiﬁiaﬁs in g%ﬁ%@&ﬁ%v The &tta&k ZONe was =
slightly undulating region with hilly paiches, broken Ly
clusters of brushwood and wooded sectlions. There were very
few open large sreas. Hear Luderhol o platewu rose 40 to
60 meters sbove the surrounding terrain. From here there
wag an unimpeded view aeross ﬁh@ graéu&ilg glopizny hills
as far s Leningrad and the Gulf of Finland.

I1. SPECIAL SITUATIOR

The XRXXI Panzer Corps, with both flanks protected,
was charged with the mission of bresking the Leningrad deo-
fense line and advancing on Leningrad over Tuderhof. The
perimeter of the lLeningrad defense position extended within

the corps sector through the village of Ikvoritzy (sketeh 1).

600 éﬁﬁirﬁl Buropesn time.
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The corps committed the 36tk (mts) Infantry Pivision
st the point of main effort of the eorpa seotor, on both
sides of the Skvoritzy-iuderhof line, on & frontsge of
spproxinstely five kilometers. Thim example desle with the
by the artillery during the bresk-through
ashieved by this divieion.

During the few dsys preceding, the 36th (mts) Infentry
Pivision had heen able to rest after having marched and
fought uninterruptedly sinee the opeming of the osmpsign.

It wea aoply supplied with food and smmunition., Thus far
ity lomses had been moderate and ﬁu artillery was st full
frengt The unit felt superior to the Russian troope,
who had been defeated repeatedly, Its combat value was highs
s1ion? had for some time been sube
ordinsted to the srtillery regiment. Por the initial penetre-
@ 1st Panger Artillery Regiment of the 1st Panzer
gned to the B6th Infantry Iivision, which
Lment when the ﬁwsiﬁa dufense po-
sitions at the Lithuenian %am;* had been pi#mﬁg The main
body of the lst Panme:
THBerYes

support rendered

-y %%1*3@;@3*
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Unart # 1 shows the orgenisation of the reinforeed
36th (mts) Iafantry Division. |

Por counterbattery fire the divisien éamuéw upon the
support of one heavy artillery group under the lmmediste comw
mand of the corps. |

, mand of the artillery is shown on
chart 7 2. |
fThe division was promised the support of one dive~
homber groups

The enemy troops faced by the 36th Infantry Division
on the day of attuck were at least one division in stirength;
20 to 30 batteries weye firing in the sector of stteck. It
nay be agsumed thai the IMussian unit wae not a complete
division but that it conelsted of various elements of
routed units, combined end brought up to strength by nesne
of replscesents. Among the evidences of this eitustion
were the insufficient flexibility of the artillery and the
lack of ceordination between it and the infantry. Another
indication was the condust of the infantry %mga who,
sfter initislly offering stiff resistance, menifested lese
%émwym&m the Serman breakethrough had been schieved-w
than would norma

1y be axpected of properly integrated
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III. PREPARATURY MEASURES

Terrsin reconnaissence and enemy observation
operations were affected by re¢onnaissance planes and by

visusl reconneissunce from OP's on s hill ccoupied by Gere

man security detachments and locsted two to thy

ee kilometers
southwest of Bkvoritzy. The following reconnsissance pios
ture of the situation was obtainmed (sketoh 2):

The Bussian position extended straight through 4
attack sector, on both gpides of Skvorditsy. It consisted
of & line of stromg points; numbered 1 to & on the sketch.
xa,ﬁa§§ gtrong point there was & bunker msde of logs and

‘@ﬁ?ﬂ&@é with earth. The embresures were exposed to view
and the hunkers were imadequately camoufleged. ZHech bunkey
was protected by g trench system 200 to 300 meters in ex~
tent. The strong poiats were several hundred meters apart.
Bo wire entanglements were diecernible. Approximately two
kilometexs ﬁﬁ@%&ﬁﬁﬁi of Skvoritsy a large conorete bunker,
with several embrasures, had been constructed.

The general impression was that the position had been
eonstructed in grest hsste and had not been completed.

The attack zone on both sides was flanked by wooded
seotions which could be used to sdvenisge for counter~
thrusts and flanking fire. The terrain on the right was




openy on the left it was covered with shrubs and broken

by mounds which obstructed the view but faoilitated ap-
There were no Russisn obaervation posts in evidends,

and during the day the position, on the whole, showed

no signe

of life. German recomnaissance planes identi-
fied veveral Russisn artillery firimg positions behind the
woods north and northeset of Bkvoritsy, but the pleces re-
sained silent.

%ﬁ# hill on which the Germen OP's were located ob~
structed the enemy'e view of the ferman reer sres and
| froeps sesenbling

thereby provided cover for the German
for astion. |

2« QOver-sll Plsn of Atteck
The division &a&i&aﬁ 4o shift the point of muin
effort to the left, beoausé such & shift offered better
nt on the right

possibilities of appremch. The regime

(128th Infentry Regiment) was therefore assigned an at-
tack sector three kilometers wide while the one on the left
(87%h Infantry Regiment) had sn attack frontsge of two
kilometers. The sttack wae scheduled to begin om 8 Sep-
tembey 3§4§ at 0530.

 discuseed in grest detail

v
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?he infantry preferred to execute the atieck, ss far as
poasible, in one continucus movement. The artillery, on
the other hand, requested that the attack be carried out
in phases so that it would be able to displsce 1is obe
servers forw

rd in time and diseharge its numerous duties
one after the other,

Operations in the main atteck sector had
misslionss

the follewing

1+ To prevent enemy setion from the villsge of
Skvoritsys _
2. To meutralize stiromg poist # 43

3« %o eliminate strong points / 5 and 6 snd the embra-

ﬂaxiﬁ at the same timej
| .‘é;»‘%ﬁ prevent enemy agtion frowm the elavated terrain
behind the satrong points and elimisate the observation
posts presusably located there and at the fringes of the
forest to the lefty '

S« To repel any counterthrusts likely to be made frem
the wooded seotiom at the left;

6« To render coptinuous suppord for the thrust inte
the enemy rear. |

Upon request of the division the artillery was divided
into two groups. The first group, in direet support of the

: wk, consisted of the 36th irtillery Regiment,
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the lst Panser Artillery Regiment (to be committed until
penetration had been schieved), snd one projector battalion,
It was placed under the commsnder of the 36th Artillery
Regiment. | .

W%ﬁ\ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ@ group, which wes to be responsible for
sounterbattery fire, was led by the corps srtillery com-
mander and @&mwiaﬁaﬁ of several heavy bsttalioms, ln-
cluding one howitzer vattalion amd one observation battalion.The
howltzer battalion, lurthermore, web sesigned 1o attack the .
conorete bunkey 1@@&%@@ ﬂﬁfﬁﬁ@aﬂﬁ of ‘k?ariﬁﬁy."ﬁ%£§wé@§ggﬁﬁd{dﬁw
group, directed mmly to support the ﬁxviaﬁem, xam&mmaﬁ under

. d“

gorps command, " @ﬂwfy

j | This separation 1mt$ two grﬁuﬁa‘wma effeoted %@@&%ﬁ& |
f[iﬁ wag the division's sim to have the commander of its ﬁwmf
arﬁi?iery regiment, who had been trained for close sup- f
yart of zﬂf&ﬁﬁry, retein full control of the infantry ﬁupw

wrm '

- Tae dive-bomber group had erders Lirst to atteck the
hussien artillery an& afterward to mupport the infantry's
pegnetration in depth. | |
/ ' %ﬁ%yﬁlmm of attack, agreed upon by the infantry and
srtillery communders, called for the following operations

by the msin-attack infantry regiment (sketeh 3)



<12

Firet ‘gh%&s— The lat and 24 ﬁaﬁtﬁmm maymtmﬁiy

attack range.

agse: The lat Zattalion ;
of strong point § 5 and the 24 Battalion will effect penetra-
t:iﬁ;; of strong point £ 6. |

Third phaser The lst Battelion will wheel in the dis
reetion of streng point # 4 snd the village of Skvoritzy.
The 34 Battelion will be moved between the st and 2d Bate
talion for the push imte the resr, in which setion it will
be joined by the 28 Battalion echeloned to the left.

In the right attack sector the 1l8th Infantry Regiment,
sdvancing at the start of the attack on a wide front, will
strike st strong points # ) te # 3 for the purpose of econ~
teining these stromg points (sketeh 2).

In the attack plan of the artillery direet support
group, which follows, end which was cocrdinated with thees
operations ﬁf the infantry, the development of the point
of mein effort was indicated distimotly by the faet that
only ome srtillery battslion was assigned o support the
infantyry regiment st the right, whe lotted
for the one at the left. |

Second

pos Bix were &
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the fire distribvution order of the commander of the
artillery direct support group wes issued orally te ﬁw SO
mander of the lst Panser Mﬁm@ry Regiment and tu the bat-
talion commenders of the J6th Artiliery Regiment snd the
projestor battalion on 7 September at 1100 It wos subsew
gquently furnished in mun&; a8 Tollowss

Pire distribution order of the artillery ﬁﬁg@@ﬂ graa:@g
for the attack of the 87th Infantry Regiment:

¥irst phases Infentry will start out and advance to
& point within attack renge (ochart 3).
| The following units will take sotion:

tne light battalion eof the lat FPunger srtillery He-
glment will attack strong point # 4. In thie setion it
will be important to keep the strong point under five mo
a8 to mske enemy counteraction frosm the trenches impoesibvle.

One 1ight and ome hesvy battalion of the 1wt Panzer
irtillery Regiment will fire on streng point # 5. The
commsnder of the lat Panseér Artillery Regiment will
establish liaieon with the commander of the lst Bettelionm,
§7th Infaniry Regiment. ' |

One light and one heavy battalion of the 36th (mtsm)
Artillory will stieck strong point §# 6. The commander
of the 34 Battalion, 36th Artillery Begiment will satablish
lisison with the commander of the 2@ Battalion, 87th Iafantry
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Regiment and will &t the same time arrsnge for the sup-
port of the mbttack on the strong point. The commander of
the 3d ﬁm%@al&aﬁg 36th Infantry Hegiment, will assume |
aémmﬁaﬁ of both battellons,.
| The projector battalion will cover ihe entire village
of Skvoritsy with incendisry bombs., It is necessary %o
bombard the village in ite amﬁimaﬁy in order to eliminste
the p&%ﬁi%ﬁlﬁﬁy‘ﬁf any counterastion, pariicularly on the
part of enemy aw%iliﬁwy shaervers. Firing will commence
pimulteneously with the ﬁtém% of the adjustment Tire. |
Fifteen mimﬁw will be availeble for the adjusiment fire,
while %h&r%y mimwﬁaﬁ h@@é besn provided for the fire for
effect, | )
Puring the night @ﬁ!% septomber the light battalions
of the 36th Artillery Reglmont and of the lat Panzer
&rﬁiiiamy‘ﬁ$gim@nﬁ r@&yaa%iw&l@; taking sdvantage of &311,
available gover, will esch move up one gun to a point close
anough to tﬁ@Aﬁﬂwgﬁﬁ ares to enable them, as soon as the
adjustment fire gtarts, to destroy the ewbrasures in the
enemy strong peints by direct Live, Freparstions are
to be msde in such & way as (o make sure that the fire
suscessfully takes effect before any eneamy counteraction

oun be ashieved.
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« tscond phases Penetration @f‘ﬁ%wnng points # 5 and
# 6 (ohart 4). Ome light and ﬁmﬁv&e&Vy‘%&ﬁ%ﬁli@n of the
lst Panzer Artillery E@ﬁimém% will shift their fire from
ptrong point £ 5 te the village of tkvoritzy and @a&e
sver the mission of the projector battalion st that point.
It is necessary to pske sure that the bombardment of the
village will continue without interruption; thereforse,

the observation poets will have to be established and
interconnected in advance. |

~fme light bsttalion of the lst ?a&@@w Aytillery

Regiment will continue its mission of firing on strong
point # 4. %an&&&% with let Battalion, 87th lnf&ﬂﬁry
ﬁ@gi&&&%;'ﬁhauiﬁ ba aﬂtaﬁii%&@d in time to make sure that
support will be fortheomimg for the attack which the

1st Battalion, 87+h Infantry Regiment will launch on strong
point # 4 from the rear.

The lat and 3d Battalions of the 36th Artillery hHee
giment, sommended by the O, 38 Battalion, will plece &
%arrﬁgé on the brushwood terrain vehind strong polnte
# 5 and # 6, This barrege must be maintained without
iﬂﬁﬂrrugﬁi@n and cover the ﬁarr&iﬁ completely in order to
eliminate any possibility of enemy counteraetion from this

aren during the assault on the etrong points.
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The projecior battalion will shift ite fire from the
village to the edge of the foreet on the left flank and

will lay & suoke soreen in fromt of thle forest asc as to

nate the poessibdility of sny sneamy observetion and
aotion from this point. Observers should be sent forwsrd
ﬁaﬁiy«&mﬁﬁgh go that the éﬁﬁkﬁ sereen will produce the
desired effeat when the troope begin thelr attack inte the
rear ares. Ome lisieon detschment will be assismed o the
34 Battalion, (7th Infantry Regiment. Contact wﬁi& be
established with the group iaAa&arg% of the couaterbatiery
firs, and care should be taken that nothing will inter~
fere with the heavy battalion's observation of the conerete
bunker. | |

Third phese: Pemetration in depth follewlng capilure

strong points # 5 and § & (ehart 5).
There is no change in the respective mission of any
btalions of the lat Panser Artillery Regimeni.

idaison will be established with the lst Battalion,
87th 1ﬁ§@ﬁ$£? Begliument, fﬁr th§-aﬂ§y¢r% of the attuck
on strong g@iﬁt # 4 &ﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬁ villege. Obmervers will make

gertain that any likelihood of enemy actlon agsinet the
left flank of the battalion wheeling southward will be

detected prompily so that proper countersciion can be
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taken, As gaéﬁ as the village is csptured, éaa@@%l.&%ﬁﬁ
the let Fanser Artillery Regiment will cease.

The 18t and 34 bBattalions, r%ﬁp&ﬁ%i?ﬁly* of the %6th
Artillery Hegiment will assume reagamﬁi%iliﬁﬁ'far the sup~
port of the pemetration in depth of the 34 Bettalion; the
cheervers will join the 3d Battalion, 87th Infantry Ree
giment. Special attention will be given to preparations
for ilmmedimte action, by means of observed fire, sgainst
any counterattacks likely to be made on tgﬁ gaptured
strong points # 5 and # 6. The artillery battalions will
make direet arrangements with the 34 Batialion, 87th Ine
fantry Legiment, concerning the point at #h&&& the obw=
gervers will joia the battalion, It is important thet
the transfer of the obaervers be ascoomplished with the
lsast possible delay.

The projector battslion will continue laying the
smoke SOTeeR.

3

On 7 September, in scgordance with the order %o
the artillery, reconmalssance ﬁﬁuxaxiaaﬁ and ssteblish~
ment of conteet with the imfanitry continued at battalion
and hﬁ%ﬁ¢£¥\3§?¥%; In addition, observation posts were
set up and chamnels of communication installed (chart 6).
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burins the night of 6 September sttempts had been
sade to move some of the guns into the field enplacenents
south of the observation post hill, The attempts were
uneuccessful becsuse the approsch roads and certain secil-
ons of the terrain were found to be mined. Hinoe the
th they were plainly vi-
sible by day and 1t was possible to recognize and mark
then. Ietouring
ing the guns into pomition.

sinez were not covered with ear

gund the mines,; however, delayed move

#ith the excepiion of a fow reconnaisasnce planes,
Fussisn airersaft were not in operation, nor 4id Russisn
sund troops inteyfere with the satablishment of obw
servation posts

The map and survey section of the J6th Artillery Rew
giment iseued to the batterise and infaniry ecompanise grid-
ded maps with a sesle of 125,000, ILeter the map grid
grestly faeilitated identification of targets.

" During the night preceding the attack, the gums which
had been designated to take the embrasures under direot
five wore moved to the forward outpoet 1&% and were mene
handled into poss

The artillery had instruetions not to fire before
pay attack. Fire for

and the assembly for sotion.

Ltion so as to aveld nolse.

Hehour except in case of an en
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adjustment was to be scconplished between 05:15 amd 05130,
the period just prior to %}z& attack. '

" Puring the night of 7 September the advance elements
af the Germsn
of i:weﬁma and the depression just fam:*é of the observe

infantry assembled for action in the eclunps

ation~post hill, The distance {rom the Jjunp-off position
to the 12&& of enemy strong 'imm%& was approxizmate]
2000 neters.

f&a 3 sagtm’ﬁw at ﬁ%ﬁﬁ m German mﬁ:mw @wmﬁ
fire, sterting with the adjustment. 4% the seme time the
mm,am gune which had been moved forward took the eme

ire emy bunkers under direct fire at a range
of spproximately 2800 meters. Haoh battery carrie
its own adjustment fire, for which enly fifteen minutes.
‘besn allotted, the right battery firing first and the
wing in succession. In order to avolid cone

fusion while epotting, the following precedure was useds
The firing wes timed with a atop watohy snd half & second
ination of the shell's flight, the ob-
gerver was warned of the burst by the exclumation ﬂmﬁf*
‘whensver s battery had succeeded in plecing ite fire so

prior to the te
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slose to the target that the next reund, after appropriate

sorrection, could be expected to it the target, the bat~

tery ovased firing end reported to the battalion thet ite
sdjustment was complete.

 Ho soomer had the German srtillery fired its first
rounds then the Russian lighi and hemvy caliber artillery
guns opened fire. A4t firet the Fueslisus pluced an artillery
barrage approximately 1000 meters amhead of their positions.
Very soon, after perbaps ten minutes, they shifted their
fire. Pive to six of their heavy batteries begsn to shell
the Gormen gﬁﬁa»ﬁﬁieﬁ were firing at the embresures from
open firing positione. It was net long before the Germen
a8 ﬁi&iﬂg, and only the gun alae-
ing st stromg point # 5 succeeded in scoring & hit,; on the
&mﬁ?ﬁ#%&tﬁ of the bunker. ﬁazaﬁaiﬁiﬂﬁal,nigh% 0 ten Rusw
sisn light batteries attacked iéﬁﬂ%iii&ﬁ'%;fﬁﬁ{ 0
yﬁgtgﬁ ‘The Fussisn mriillery suoceeded in ccusing the withe

wal of twe of the Germen cbseyvers. The duties of the
one were tak srd observer and in the
other oase the adjacent observation post oonducied the ad- -
justment, Purihersmore, ten to twelve Bussian heavy caliber
batte plling the resr ares, spparently probing
for batiery positions. Uowever,; thelr fire falled to take

: ":'r ﬁti%

en over by the forw




HS # P=0BD b | G

effect st any point. On the whole, 25 to 30 Rusaian bate
teries seemed to be in operstion. The Hussian artillery
fire ?ﬁ& éimmmﬁaﬁ over the entire division front. | For
2 time i%‘ﬁﬁﬁ'iﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁi%ﬁ@ to detersine the point of main
effort. . o

At 0530 the Cermen infantry began to work its way fore
ward. Por & while 1% edvanced prapidly ﬁﬁ@&ﬁ%@ it &ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%&?&ﬁ
nﬁ'r&ﬁ$$ﬁan$e-wk$$§vﬁwg the Germasn artillery shelled the
snemy trench syster while the projeotor battalion fired at
the village. The forwar » ‘
y@@%iag that the fire on the trenches was well placed throughe=
out, but that the firimg of the projector battalisa, whieh

was attacking the village with incendiary smmunition, pro-

in re-

i sheervers were unanimous

duced no results. 7The village was not on fire at sny point,
At 0600, sfter half an hour had e¢lapsed, the German
infentry forces had geined approximately 500 meters of
ground. ¥ith the aid of the griddes mep the forwar:
gﬁr%i&ﬁ‘%aﬁ no diffienlty in i&&nﬁify&ng the line reached
by the infantry. 1 |
Iuring the first hel? hour of the sitack the Russisn
srtillery fire had not been shifted. Then, however, the
situstion ohanged suddenly. Having determined the German
point of mein effort the enemy now concentrated the fire
of el1) hie artillery éﬁ the ﬁé?ﬁﬁ&iﬁg‘ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ of the 8Tth
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Infentry Regiment who, subjected to the heavy a:

Rusaian artillery fire, were forced to take cover.

Almost simultaneously the forward observers apcompany-
ing the advance infantry ﬁlamaaiﬁ ealled for intensified
action sgainat the enemy artillery, because the severity
of its fire made an sdvance practically impossible.

Upon inguiry, the counterdattery or heavy artillery
‘group reported that in the meantime reconnsissance had
identified & large number of snemy batteries on whieh
countervattery fire had been sturted. The divewbomber
sguadrons, enthusiasticslly hailed by the inf&&%ry'%rﬂaya,
flew their first sorties sgeinst the Russian artillery.

The projector battalion which was atill shelling the vile
lage, apparently without success, was instrucied now-
earlier than had been planned originally-~to ehift ite

fire to the left, to the edge of the forest, in an effort

to obatruct the vision of the Russian artillery observers
suspected at that peint. This order was received by the
projector battalion at approximately 0615, Ite first

rounds had an ionediately @ﬁ&&i&&iﬁg effeat on the enemy.

The Fussian batteries become silent almost inetantly and

then resumed firing apaiméiwalxy and with obvious uncertainty.
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By that time enly & few enemy batterien followed, with
their fire, the movements of the Cerman infantry forces,
The majority of ﬁh#ir gung continued firing on the initial
targets. At szome points it was possible to evade their

fire, On the whols, the eneny &wﬁi&i&zy'ziwa ounaiderably
decrensed in intensity.

A% 0615, nt the request of the commander of the artile
lery regiment, two heavy ﬁ&t%ﬁlﬁﬁﬂ%~#ﬁr¥:&ﬁaigﬁﬁﬁ to the
artillery direet eupport group, with the miseion of placing
their fire at the rear of the trench systems of strong
xﬁinﬁa # 5 amd § 6, Although no enemy troops were die-
eernible there, it was suspected thet enemy mortars snd
additionsl artillery observ
The artillery commander was rsluctant to detsch these batew

8 were stationed at that point.

talions from the group engaged in shelling the enemy artile
‘lery. However, since firir

g on the enemy artillery ob-
servers seemed more important than sitacking the enemy artile
lery positionsw~~because the Fussian artillery would be
?ﬁ%&#xeﬁ h@ipiﬁaalwithaaﬁ chaervers--the corps ordered the
temporary detachment of these two battalions, They opemed
firve at about 0630,

The following points were now under fire: Otromg peint
# 4 was being atiscked by éﬁs 1ight battalion and strong
point # 5 was being shelled by ome light and one heevy
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battelion. One light and one heavy battalion were fire
ing on atrong point # € and two heavy battalions were
placing their five to the rear of strong pointes # 5 and
# 6. The projector battalion had dlanketed the edge of
tha‘fawaﬁt w&%h,an's:nazxaﬁ%ingiﬁuﬁ% smoke soreen. One
1ight battalion of the 36th Artillery Regiment was plee~
ing its fire ahead of the 118th Infentry Regiment which
was advaneing on the right. (Sketech 4 shows the artile
lery five distribution at 0630).

- In a very short while the forward observers were

able to report that the German infantry forces had resumed
their advance. They had not yet emcountered any resction
from the aﬁamw strong puints,

Protected by the well-placed and spparently effective
govering fiyéy the infantry advanced briskly. A% about
0730 the 34 Battalion, 36%th Artillery reported that the
sdvance elements of the infantry battalion on the left had
agﬁrwximataxf 300 meters

worked thelr way forward to within
of strong point # 6. Se far this battaliom had not en-
countered any resistance from the Russian infantry. At that
time the battslion on the right wes still ferther to the
rear and was under fire from enemy stromg point # 4 or

from the terrain in rear thereof. The battelion requested
srtillery fire motion on thess enemy forces. The battalion
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of the lst Panzer Artillery Regiment whioh was shellimg the
trench system of strong point # 4 was ordered to shift ite
fire to the northernmost portion of the trench system aﬁ&
the terrain in rear thereof.  The infantry was notified
k%é%wﬁa& other support was out of question. However, by
0815 the battalion on the right had aleo succeeded in ad-
vencing to within spproximately 300 meters of stromg point
# 5. The commander of the infantyy regiment and the com-
mander of the artillery regiment then agreed that at 0830,
as plamned, the artillery would shift ite fire from the
strong points to the sres beyond them. At 0825 the artil-
iary would fire at the maximum rate for five minutes and
%haa'uxfea% the shift.

Thers had been no change in the counterbatiery fire
of the enemy artillery, which was firing from all guns on
the Germen infantry. However, only a few Russian batteries
were firing on the advance elements. Meost of the Russian
punsg kk@% attacking the oléd targets. Their fire wae spore-
dic and had 1ittle effect on the rear of the Cerman attack
geotor. It woe obvious that the sotion of the Uerman heavy
artillery group mgainst the Buseien artillery, the dive-
illery positions, and the

bombeyr attaoks on the enemy art
stforts to obstruct the visien of the enemy cbesrvers had
schieved sucoens.



FIRT DISTINUTION AT 0630




and # 6

&t 0830, the time when the fermen infantyy wes bee

ginning 1%s sesault over the lest remsining 300 meters, the
following action was ﬁaxing'yiaaaf

Two battalions of the lst Panzer Artillery Regiment
were attacking the village;

ﬂﬁﬁ battalion of the lst Panzer Artillery Regiment
was firing on #trﬁng point § 43

tne battalion of 36%th Artillery Pegiment was shelling
the terrain in rear of etrong point # 53 |

One battelion of the 36th Artillery Hegiment was
atwikiﬂg at the terrain beyond stronz peint / 6.

Two heavy battalions were supplementing the fire of
the two battalions of the 36%th Artillery Regiment; the
ygajeakaw battalion wae lsying & smokee-soreen in front of
the forest.

gketeh 5 shows the fire dietribution at 0835.

By 0830 the troops of the 118th Infantry Regiment, move
ing foyrward in the division right sector, had advenced on
an average %o within 1@%@ meters of the Russian positions.

They were exposed to the counteraction of RFussian troops
in strong points # 1 to # 3 and, according to reporis of
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the forward observers, were having a grest deal of trouble,
but it was imposcible to comply with the regimeni's re-
peated request for incremsed artillery support.

At 0830, when the artillery fire was shifted from
strong point # 5 and # 6 to the rear thereof and the in-
fantry %eepn started working their way forward, they wers
confronted with surprisingly stiff resistance from enemy
troops in the sirong points. The infantry troops could
advance only very slowly. At 1000 the last Battalion of
the S7th Infantry Regimente-the first battalion hesrd
from--which was advancing on strong point # 5, reported
that it was begimning the assasult. DBRarely ten minui

tes
later the oommand was relieved to learsn by yadio that the
battalion hed succeeded in penetrsting strong point # 5.
The artillery forward observer, together with the advance
infantry elements, had eaﬁaﬁw#\ﬁhﬁ Russisn positions. The
battalion was instructed to hold the captured stromg point
against any possible counterthrusts. It was necessary for
the surtillery to start firing for adjustment at once in
order to be ready for inmsediate sotion agﬁina¥<ﬁaﬂn%av»
thruste or counterattmeks. The forward observer, who was
now in front, took complete charge of the fire direction.
It was another 45 minutes before the 24 Battalion suow
coeded in penmetrating strong point # 6. Iuring the course



of this action the forward observer in stromg point # 5
had been &ble t@ render excellent support. He 1&&n§$§i¢&
wellecamouflaged moriars, lecated in reer of siromg point
" # 6, which had been attacking the advancing troops of ithe
24 PBattelion with considerable effectiveness. Only when
these sortars cessed firing did the resistance of enemy
troope in the trenches mubside. At 1100 sirong points
# 5 and / 6 were in Cermen hands end the penstration had
veen successfully aﬁﬁaayiiﬁkaﬁ¢

There was practicully no shifting of enemy sriillery
fire. The &
fwe or three enemy batterien, whish then began shelling
the trench systems ocoupisd by the German troops. Host of

yyman penetration had been discovered by only

the gaﬁayfgﬁaﬁ, however, were siill firing on the ares
betweon the German jump-off position and the captured
trenches.

3.

In the meantime the 34 Battelion of the 87th Inw
fantry ﬁ%giﬁgnkg whioh had been designated to ¢ ¥ ‘
the penetration in depth, had been brought forwerd, taking
sdvantage of the aress where fire wes not heavy. ¥With twe
companies in the forward line, it moved inic the terrai

out




HS # P-060 h Bh

lying betwesen strong points # 5 and # 6, There, scoording
to orders, it wes to joinm the forwar

rd observers of the 3d
pattalion, 36th Artillery Regiment, and then launch the
attack. The obaervers meanwhile had been detached from
their former batialion and were waiting for the 34 Sat~
talion in the sbove-mentioned terrain. The 3d Infantry
Battalion was now accompanied by one aw%illary-&i&&aam
detaohuent of the 34 Battaliom, 38%h Artillery Hegiment,
which remalned at the battalion commend posts One obe
seyver was asslipgned Yo scoconpany each inflaniry company.

The division had notified the Luftwaffe that the at-
ts0k on the resr ares would begin at 1115 and had requested
dive~bomber support. Promptly at 1115 the dive-bombers
made thelr appesrance ﬁﬁﬁ,thérwhylgax% the signsl for the
infantry %a'nta@% operations. In the meantinme the projec-
tor battalion had been ordered to cease firing end to hold
itaelf in readiness for pew fire missions., The two hemvy
battalions of the heavy artillery group, which lemporarily
had been subordinated to the regiment, had been given orders
to shift their fire o the trensh aystem of strong point # 4.
However, this order was not exeouted becauss these two batw

talions were withdrawn by the heavy artillery group for the

‘purpose of resuming counterbatiery fire.
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For & while the 3d Infantry Battalion sdvanced rapidly.
Hiowever, after 20 %o §$vm§a»@§$g‘#han the smoke soreen,
which wntil then had veiled the area in front of the forvest,
hae disappeared, the Russian troope at the edge of the
woods launched & furious counteratiack against the left
fiank @fAtha advancing 1n£an%§y troops, who were foreed
to assume the defensive. The likelihood of such a counter-

ettack had been taken into acoount. The &9&%&&&@? of the
artillery regiment ordered a sudden concentration of fire
to be placed inte the forest by the artillery, ineluding
the projector %a&ﬁalien,_ﬁﬁile the let &nﬁiﬁﬁ Battalions
af,%hé 36%h Artillery Reglment were placing uvnder observed
fire those &#ﬁﬁﬁJﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁ who had alveady come out of the
forest. The enemy atteck broke down gquiekly unésr the come
vined artillery fire and infantry bettalion defensive fire.
ﬁﬁwaﬁﬁr, these Hussian troops continued to be & source of
donger to the sdvancing 34 Infantry Battelion.

. hround noom the 2d Battalion, 36th Artillery Regiment,
which was supporting the 118%h Ianfantyy Regiwenti's advance
in‘tha division right sector, sent a surprising report say-
 ing that the regimont was advancing at a brisk gaﬁw along
the entire front, that the resistance of enemy trooms in
strong pointe # 1, 7 2, and § 3 wes all but brokem, and
that & bresk-through was expecied momentarily. The Russiens
were toking to flights.
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ﬁﬁ%ﬁ raaﬁi?% af this rﬁﬁért‘ﬁﬁﬁlﬁi?iﬁi&ﬁAi%ﬁ@%g the
fal}@wimg ordery The artil zmry will abift d4w maiﬂvfirﬁ'
From the left, wheve 1t hap been covering the ﬁ?%ﬁ Ine
f&nﬁrg §ﬁﬁim@nt,*%ﬂ ﬁﬁ@wright in order %o support with
‘811 available gune the %ﬁV&ﬁﬁé of the 118th Infantry
?%giﬁ%mﬁ,

Ine half-houy later, aﬁ about 1730, one furwﬁré Ol
ﬁ&f?@?vmf the 34 %&ﬁ%&li@ﬁ, 36th Artillery Regiment, who
%ﬁﬁ aaaémgamgﬁnﬁ the 34 Battaliom, 274h Infantry Fegiment,
reported that apparently some German ér@@@@ on the left
ware aﬁgm% to smerge from the wooded ares protruding
~approximately 1500 metere in front of the advance @lém&ﬁﬁa
of the %4 Battslion, B7th Enfaﬁtry,ﬁe%im&m%,‘ Imm@ﬁi@%&ly’
:a&@ﬁ.fﬁﬁﬁiyt of thiz message all ha@t@?iaﬁ waere ordered
to eepse Tiring on the foreet and a report wes submitied
ﬁﬁ the ﬁiviﬁimﬁ, The divieion declded tt& ﬁ%@ order
which had palled For shiftiangz the main fire to the gup~
port of the 118th Infantry ﬁ&gim@ni was to remain in @fﬁ
feet. ‘

4. Eourth Fhage: Shifting the Point of ¥ain kffort

Zhortly after noon fh@ srtillery szroup %u§pertiﬂg
the 35%@ (mtz) ?ﬂiaw%ry rdvision sonsisted of only one
heavy ﬁﬂ@ %WQ 117kt h%t%aliaﬁg of the 36th Artillery Few

giment, alang with the vrojector b&*ta}jnn, %ﬁaan e after
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penetration hed been achieved, tk& lst Panzer Artillery
Regiment, in accordance with ordere, had been placed agein
under the command of the lst Fﬁnﬁaw Division. 7The 36¢h
Divigion decided to commit tﬁé‘aﬁiizﬁ artillery in supe
port of the 118th Infantry Regiment, which was now the
aain-atteck regiment, end chose to risk leaving the 57th
Infentry Regiment ﬁiﬁhﬁﬁgwﬂwﬁiixﬂﬁylﬁ@?ﬁﬁ?ﬁt In making
‘the ehift 1t wes possible to have all batteries, with the
in in their same firing
sary to displace the come

exception of the 9@@3@6&@3@;;_11“
positions. However, it was nese:
mand end observation posts and to estéblish new channmels
of communication. |

The aammamﬁer of the ar%il&&my regiment initisted the
’aaaaﬁﬁaxy-mﬁaaﬁrna without delay. %haa, &t sbout 121%, he
went to the command post of the 118%h Infentry Regiment,
where he was made familiasr with the situation &s follows
{sketch 6)1

The lat Battalion, 118th Infantry Regiment had captured
»aﬁrang points 7 1 and # 2 and was on the point of continuing

ite sdvancej
The 2d Battalion, 118th Infentry Begiment had already
left mntrong point # 3 behind 1t}

The 34 Battalion, 118tk Infantry Regisent was faiiawing

along the division boundary, echeloned in depth on the right
flank of the regimeniy
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The enemy had sbandoned the strong gain%& and had with=
drawn o the resr. |
@ The commander of the 118th Infentry Regiment believed
it would be possidle to advance for e while without en-

countering any strong resistance, which he did not expect
egain wntll resching the vieinity of the concrete bunker.

It was his plan to have the lst Battalion and 24 Battalion
advanos on & wide front and to have the inner flanks of the
battalions meet at & pateh of light send which was visible
from a distance. The 34 Battalion was to follow, echeloned
further to the right, and repel amy enemy setion goming from
%hﬁ~@&§a of the forest. Resonnelssance elements dispstohed

into the forest had not as yet sent back any information,
The commander of the artillery &ﬁgﬁﬂa&% propose
that the 1st and the 24 Bstéalion sach be combined with ome
1ight artillery battalion and thet the rest of the artile
lery keep the edge of the forest under observation and hold
itsel? in readiness to supplement the fire of the light
battalions,
As & result the followl
- The lst Battaliom, 36th irtillery Regiment,
heretofore supporting the 2d sattalion, 87th Ine
fantry Regiment, will support the 24 Battalionm,
118th Infantry. Observation posts will be moved

g srtillery orders were lssued:
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forward znx~§n¢wgh,%@wﬁaamaaﬁ # view of the ter-
rain to the left of the conorete bunker. (This
was & written erder %ﬁa&gﬁ% by & apenial mig-
#ions staff officer to the 24 Battalion, 118th
Infantyy Regiment, to which the ar%iilaxy bate
talion conmandey Enﬁ been assigned).

. The 24 mattalion, 36th Artillery Regiment,
heretofore committed in suppert of the entire
118th Infentry Regiment, will assiet the lat
Battalion, 118th Infantry Regiment. - Observation
posts will keep the terrsin to the right of the
cunerete bunker under observation. (This was

& verbal order, transmitted directly to the comw
mander of the 2d Battaliom, 36th Artillery Re=
giment.) The 34 Battelion, 36¢h Artillery Regiment,
heretofore committed in support of the 34 Bate
talion, 87th Infantry Regiment, will repel eny
enemy sction from the edge of the forest at the
right and prepare te reinforee the fire of the
15t and 24 Bettslions, respectively, of the 36th
Artillery Regiment. To this end the battalion
will establish its command post in the vieinity
of the command post of the 118th Infaniry Re
giment. 7he artillery lisisen detachment will



join the 3d %ﬁt%&l&@ﬁg 118th Infantry Regiment.
The observers will follew the 54 Pattalions
(This was & writtea order which wae tranemitted
$o the 118th Infantry Regiment, to which the cone
mender of the 34 Artillery Pattalion had been
assigned.)

The projector battalion, changing position
by sections, will move behind the right flenk
of the 118th Infantry Regiment. It will have the
mission of screening the edge of the forest and
will direct preparatory fire on the terrain in
which %ﬁé concrete bunker ie &aéa&¢a¢ {(For this

purpose the commander wes sssigned to sccompany
the advence of the 34 Battalion, 118%h Infantry
Regiments .

411 bvatterles were instructed to begin their adjuste

pent fi&@vaﬁ soon as possible.

 The command post of the cemmander of the 36th Artile
lery Regiment yemained in the vicinity of the division
sommand poat. | ‘
" The communication platoon of the srtillery regiment
was ordered to establish radio cvommunication qulekly between
- the respesotive command posis ﬁf’#&ﬁh of the three infaniry
batialions and the commend post of the 3d Battslion, 36th
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Artillery Regiment, which wes set wp in the imzediate
Wiﬁ@ﬁiﬁy‘ﬂﬁ the oomssnd poet of the 118¢h Infantyy Begiment,
| ' Owing %o the faet that the attack was now breaking up
inte @ﬁ#&ﬁ%ﬁﬁ\ﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬁﬁg it was no longer possidbls to have
@ﬂﬁ%@l&iﬁﬁﬁlﬁiﬁﬁyﬁ@%ﬁ¥@% at regimental level. The artil-

| 1@&@-%&%&%&iaﬁxfﬁa& to support the infaniry advence in
clesest cooperstion with vhe infantry battalions, with
wﬁ%ﬁh %h@y'kﬁﬁ%ﬁ&aﬁx&#ﬁ%@ﬁ#tﬁa‘%@ eoordinete their sotion,

‘“'ﬂgxt time the artillery fire had g@mﬁ%iaammx ceused
"*%gw»aa% the entire ﬁivﬁai@m‘ﬁaﬁtar; O BT

Russion side, firing was sporadis.
. ¥he relocation of the command end observation poeta,
and gﬁ%@iﬂﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁv@h@ wovenent of the forward observers; re~

ek tine. Horeover, &t that time only one
rver, held in reserve by the sytillery bate
14 be assigned to each battelion in the new
1400=~that 1e, after one and three-

reported its asrrival

13%%& Kﬁiﬁ%&ﬂ@‘%&ﬁ&&&&ﬁa h bal ‘ »
‘ mg;z_ ent did not mgm %mm the forest mﬁiw observaiion
until 1415,

ximately the same time the projestor
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}%ﬁﬁt&ii@m wae ready to epen fire despiite the fact that it
had been @&ﬁ§@lié@ to chenge poslitions.
{iketeh 7 showe the situation at 14%0),

FLPEh _Continuat

o

Lhaset

Se

ZALL Lon of the ittack

Until 1430 the infantry hod made 1little progreas.
Yhe advance of the troops had been slowed down repeutedly
by the mschine-gun and wiﬁ&é fire ﬁrmm'&ﬁ§@rﬁiywe$&@mf}ag@ﬁ
?ﬁ%i%%ﬁﬁ@@ pocketn. It was difficuit to spot the eneny
troope in the terrain, covered with pateches of byush., After
the srtillery had estebliched contwet with the infantry
vattalions, the companles and %&%ﬁa&iﬂwﬁ began o Tight their
way forward in close combat. The following srrangement was
‘made with the commsnder of the lst Battelion, 36%h ATtile |
lery legiment, who had eptablished his @@mmaaﬁxyﬁﬁt’in the
Cdimmediste vieinity of the command post of the 24 aﬁtw
tulion, 118%h Infantry ﬁ@gim@ﬁﬁz‘ At first the two amm@ ,
puniss in the fr%ﬂ@ lines were ﬁm‘aavmnﬂ& on 6 wide front
snd for the time being the artiliery wes only to keep ﬁﬁé
advance under chservation. As soon as esemy troops should
appesr the artillery was to open Fire snd put them out of
sction, wheveupon the infantry was %o proceed. This plan
would make it @agﬂibiﬁ for one gompany after ancther to
continue the advance. The artillery batteries were to ad-

§aﬁt their fire on certsin ideatifiable terrsain foatures,
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such an small hills, so that if targets should Appesy no
%&m would Miﬁfﬂ*ﬁ in Saking these or other nearby areas
under fire. - |

worked thelr way forward
ward abierver of the Gth
vted that ememy troops eawisped
ne had nan

Aﬁw %‘m wfa @ﬁ%ﬁ%&&ﬁ
nuten, ths forw

fmﬂ &hm{“& Lo n ,:

%ﬁﬁm&my on the 1sft mepc

. with seversl machine wzed to take up position.
ard observer adjnsted the fire of the three balw

; the battelion then broug

tration, ench battery firing thirty rounds, The eompany

ik down & padden coneers

advance even while the fire was beinpy sdjusted.

CUpon mm:gﬁ%mﬁn of the sudden songentration the battalion
ineresned the range by 300 meters and hegan firing ut »
a%ﬁy yate. The ecompany et the right, which at firet had
ﬁm to & halt, now jolned the sdvance of the compsny st
_ the left. The two companios had covered approximately

- 46 1 &*M meters when %m @M@W at the right mgmﬁw

contant wﬁh the snemys ronpany wee not acsompaniad

| obeerver, and the main observers wers unable

to spot ‘ﬁm amy troops, The infaniry company was there~

One round

fore %ﬁ%&%é to sondust *?s’m m&gmﬁmm fire.

: wi" f&m was placed ﬁn %‘m approxisate arvea wher ’
Xtﬁ%* '@M %Wﬁ wag "6‘:‘:*&:. gﬁ m i&ﬁ
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bgrﬁ% Fyom the Yarget, thus %ﬁi&iﬂg the fire o thw ﬁaxgﬁta
In this game, howeyer, the artillary battslion comusnder

refrainod fron or

dering 811 three battaries %o Tires only
the batiery which &g&.ﬁﬁjaﬁ%@& its five was instrusted to
deliver the sudden concentration, reinforosd by tho fire
of %ﬁé infantry battalion's heuvy weapohs.

Heunwhile the enemy artillery had resused firing mnd
had attacked the German infantey, at firet with a few sad
then with an inoreasing ﬁaﬁ%arf@f vatterios, Sose bate
teries &)

g0 shelled the resr @res. The depman Piring po-
sitions, however, wore us yot not under attack; obviously
the Russiang could not locate them.

~v£@§axwﬁﬁﬁy the enemy artillery observelion powits di-
regting the fire on our infantry were in the forest fringes
an the right. This looation was deduced from the foet thet
the 24 Battalion of the 118%h Imfaniyy Sepinent, whiszh was
advancing fartbeat feo the left and wse vovered against the

adge of the forest by & emsll rise in the ground, was aot

taken under fire, Tie enemy Cire was ﬁﬁr&aﬁa& plmost e~
clusively &t the lst Battalion, 118%h Infantry Regiment,
only o few batteries woere vholllng the foremoat inlantry
bulk of the enemy sriillery distrlbuied its

fire over the entire ares. Nevartheless, the hestile Iire
haé such & paralysisg effect on tho let Battalion, 118tk
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by Tagiveanty Shat ite sbvumae wan wieved Cov oene
slderably, <w3;@%@$¢§#&:%@=®hﬁ‘@ﬁ Battalion, 36th
Artillery Regiment as %o the eource and dirsotion of the

y artillery five elicited the information that the
Bussians were no longer employing the more wenterly of the
two srtillery groups hitherto identifisd, but that only the
artillery group losated northesst of the village was now in
aotion. %&Qi@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ"ﬁ¢@¢i&%ﬁ@$ whe had just urrived st tue
srtillery regimentsl OP, was yequested to take more inten
sive sotion ug '

tillery group which was
osusing &0 much troutle, The corps yplanned to mrvenge for
the dive~bombers to {1y enother sortie, in view of the swift
sssistance they had vendered in the morning, Howsver, this

dinet this ensmy ay

@gﬁwaﬁiﬁatm&v&r ﬁﬁ%ﬁ@i&%&ﬁ&&«

By that time, it woe now. 1600, %&@ 34 Battalion of the
87th Infantry Regiment, vunoing in the divislon
1¢£§ sector, had reuched the protruding wooded section and
hﬁﬁ established coniset thers with the sdjescent division.
The battalion reported, however, that i% would not be able
16 continue the advance wilthout &ﬁﬁiliﬁﬁy‘ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁw@wk For the .

which was w

time being it was not possible to supply the requested eup-
port. The 24 Battaliom, STth Infantry Regimemt which in
the morning had been given orders to eliminate the enemy
troops who had been attacking the flank of the 3d Battalion,




sgiment from the forest, had pushed them
and sunihilated them, and wes now re-
ntime the lst Battalion, S7th In-
fantry Begiment had mopped up the tremch aysiem of strong
point # 4 and hed passed through the village of Ukvoritay.
(Sketeh 8 shows the situation preveiling st 1600).
b B Sask
© Around 1600 the 24 Battalion, 11tk Infuntry Fee
gimaﬁﬁ‘rmgwwﬁﬁﬁ\@ﬁﬁ

%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%@ﬁﬁ&ﬁ In the mes

ents in the srea between

iy troop move
the concrete bunker and the forest in resr thereof. These
reports very soon indicated thet a large~soule sounter-
attaok was in
1t was not possible to determl
 of this atteck. | |
| The 24 Battalion, 118th Infastry
%o halt 1te advance and prepare
1st Dattelion, 116th Infentry Hegin
adyance its positions regardless of the enemy artillery fire,
in order te evtablish contact with the 24 Battelion, 118%h
Infantry Regiment. It was %o establish at lesst visual cone
taot, which it 4id not heve &t the tive. The 34 Battalion,
;fﬁﬁﬁa Infantry Regiment, providing coveruge sgainst the
.fﬁﬁﬁﬁ% 8t ite ri,
edge of this Torest so as %o be able to outflank the sneny

stion at this poimt. For the wmoment
& the probatle directiosn

s wase %ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ.%@

k% flank, wes $o sdveuce repidly along the
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~counterattack which was in process of preparation, In
%ﬁ&i%&ﬁﬁi%ﬁ#'%ﬁ%rﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁliﬁngkﬁ?ﬁk'§fﬁ“y£wxvﬁﬁﬁimﬂﬁﬁ wae
placed under the command of the Ei&%ﬁ iﬁfﬁﬁﬁrx Begiment
in awﬁax'%& sssint in repelling the eneny ﬁ%ﬁ#ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁk»
Orders issued by division beadquarters salled for the right
wing of the 1st Battalion, 87tk Infantry Regiment to ad.
vance alons the boundary Iime of the 116th Infantry Ree
gima%# wntil ﬁ?%ﬁ with the 24 Battalion, 118th xazwatay
'ﬁﬁg&ﬂﬂﬁ& and to a%*;tyt @a%ﬁ%ii&hiag eontact with eame.
+ coxmender of the 118th Infentry Tegimer

: pommandey of the 36th Artillery &agﬁx&a&; snd sftey
apprising him of the situstion sn: his plens, estated:
"The artillery must bring the movement of theememy to &
etandstill witheut delay, It will be st least an hour
before my neasures--moving ag ﬁh@‘&mﬁ Battelion, 118tk
Ing atry Regiment and the 1aﬁrﬁaﬁta&i¢ﬁ, #7%h Iaxmaxmy
Regiment--will have tsken sffect., During that time my
24 Bettelion, slome in frent, will bave to besr the bramt
of the counterstisck., Please hold the snemy in cheek and
prevent his attmoking us as long @e possible. Omoe my
battalions have made contact atb the front I will have no

jorries.® fThe oommander of the ﬁ%ﬁiiﬁﬁryfwwgiﬁﬁﬁ$,v

sl ould lumediately ovder his
entire regiment to fipre shead of the 24 Bettalion,
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SITIATION AT 1600

conopate tunier

i

pateh of sand

:



AA8th Infentry Regiwent, on koth sides of the patehr of
attelion would shell the
ares sbresst of the buaker and berind 1%,

pend, snd that the projector !

IR sensequence

| the following ordere were issusd Lo
the srtillery battalionss The lst Hattslion, 36%h irtile-
’}ﬁig;‘ﬁﬁgiﬁgﬁﬁiﬁill;ﬁiﬁﬁﬁ\ﬁﬁﬁ'fi@ﬁ sheal of the 28 Bate

| tulion, 116tk Infentyry Peglment, on the lefy @£~&11L£@‘
‘biseeting the patel of sand, whils the 24 Daitwlion, J6th
Artillery Regiment will fire abioad of the 2¢ Fattalion,
118%h Infentry Hegiment on She xﬁgﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁ«ﬁg&ﬁnﬁ Yleeating
the pateh of ssnd; the 34 Satialion; 36%h Artillery Re-
giment will reinforce the fire of the tws light bat-
talions, Imamediate yteps @iﬁ&‘%@ taken in proparetion fer
thie ﬁ%%&ﬁi#wy'ﬁwﬁi&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ Apart from that, each battalion
Russlan

will taite under five wuy troope ia sight watil ithe

#wamy‘aaml heve resched the ares abresst wiihs the %ﬁﬁkmr.
fhen the fire will be concentrated, in swcordance with
initial orders. | L

| the projesior batialion wes instructed to stinek withe
out &ai&gg neing ite mexlaoum rate of firve, the terrein b~
tween the bunl

@

or and the furest. The %ﬁm W wEs i%&i&%‘fﬂfﬁ»f{i&ﬁ
more spesificaliy

with the =14 of the gridiled nap, The

neavy srtiliery group was requested v order ull svailable
&agg§~%ﬁ$%&@iﬁ$~iikﬁwzﬁé %&wﬁ%ﬁ&&‘%hiﬁ Berrain,
 {3keteh § shows the dietribution of Fire at 1630).
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The FRussian artillery contimmed it fire on the let

| %ﬁ%ﬁ&ﬁ%ﬁﬁgli$§§& Infantry Begiment and the tsrrain hebind
1t. The 24 Rattalion, 118%h Tnfantsy Tosinent wae virtuale
1y untoushed by the snemy five. The 34 Fattalion, 118%h
Infontey Psgiment, tos, was 1ittls o

rtected by ensmy fire.
The improsefon was that the counterattsc: was moving in the
direction of the lst B
However, upon imguiry, the forward observers with the 24
fattslion, 110%h Tefsntry Begiment stated that most of the
to the risht of the burker ard
in the direotion of the 2¢ Battelion, 1184k Infertry Ba-
 gizent which wae employinc ite henvy wesposs, The hate
telion estimated $hat the

attslion, 118tk Infeptry Resiment,

enemy troops wers sdvsncing

enamy forees wers ptieokine in
the stresgth of at lewst ume regiment,

I6 Boon ;o the enowy troons Tesched the gyen ebressd
‘tiesdly all Gewesn batteries, Their wellenlaced fire

of the bunker they weve unfer the ohsepvetien of pr

wrought the cnomy's sivance to & balt, though ne$ for long.

The Tuselen advence elements forped shend spproximately

800 te 700 meters and wers continually reinforced from the
roor. Ony mréillery fire, though walledireqtod snd effoew

tive, 444 net keep thom from wovinmg un reinforcensatn in

sver-insrenning numbors



S # P=060 h | Sy

The 24 Battelion, 118th Infantry Regiment sppesled to
the srtillery for help, stating that if the enemy forees
in strength as up to them, the bate
ta&&aniw&;aﬁ be overrun during the Huseian asssult mo=
mentarily expected. |

The @wﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁw&'%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ% W%ﬂvﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ,ﬁw&&%& t@ place iﬁﬁ
fire oloser to the German line, uﬁ&mg.migﬁ explosiven. It
was instructed to take under fiw& the terrain %lﬁﬁﬁ by the

eontinued inoreasin,

bunker from which the reinforcements Tor the Fussian attack
unite were etesdily moving forward., The heavy artillery
group was requested once more Yo have all avellable bate
teries fire on the terrain arcund the ounker. The artil-
1§ry commander was notified thet for the present it wes

necessary for the ceunterbattery fire to teke second place
and that the important job st the moment wes to get out \
of the eritieal ﬁifﬁﬁ@iéﬂlwhiﬁﬁ‘Wﬁﬁ‘ﬁ&&&ﬂ@ﬁ&iﬁﬁ the sucw
cess of the entire offensive. In complisnce with this
request & lerge number of heavy batteries, inoluding
210 ﬁﬁr%ﬁﬁi@ﬁﬁ&ﬁ) begur shelling the %mw%ﬁiﬁ around the
bunker ae well as the sres in bask thereof.

At &@@%ﬁﬁiwﬂ$¢&3 i?ﬁ@ it was reported thmt the enemy
was advanoing on s wide fromt sgainet the 24 E&&%&li&ﬁ;
118th Infantry Hegiment. All batteries were imstruobed
to take sotion, using their fastest rate of fire. Ny that




Pire Ustribution et 1630
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time the 24 Battalion, 118th Infantry Regiment had em-
ployed ita reserve company to extend ite right wing, so
4t ne longer had any reserves st it@ disposal. The
batialion expected the enemy attsek to be launched en

&,ﬁxwmﬁaga‘@ifaggwaxﬁmﬁmﬁ%gwﬁ#ﬁ~m@t¢§$@, Both iﬁ@ wings
had been moved hﬁ#krﬁﬁigﬁﬁjﬁ‘ Jontant with the 18t Bate
talion, 116tk Infantry Regiment hed not as yet been estabe
- 3ished. However, s message ?&@ﬁﬁ?@ﬁw&% that time from en

officer reconnaissance patrol of the lst Hsttaliom, 87th
Infantry Regiment hmﬂagkﬁ'&h&,&ﬁﬁﬁxﬁ&ﬂ&@ﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁ% this bate
ﬁaiiﬁg,%@vaﬁﬁ ﬁhﬁﬂﬁﬁ°&&¥@‘%ﬁﬁﬁhwﬁ 8 point approximately
&wwa&wﬁ%h>$h§~@& %&#%a&&@agvi&&ﬁm‘ﬁﬁﬁmm£$?’kugimﬂﬁﬁ and
would join the battle Forthwith. The let Jattelion, BYth
Infantry Hegiment, which had understood the situation,
advenced 1ts left wing fer enough to be able to take part
in the setionm. Its heavy weampone %ﬁak%f”

he shtpcking enemy
troops under enfilading fire. The enemy attack came to

& halt ﬁ%@~%h&?ﬂﬁy.&a@%~wﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ&; Some of ihe sneny
troope attempted time and m@$&m %w eerry the aitack fore
ward hu%ﬂt'i;’ﬁ&xaya repuleed, suffering heavy casualties.
The German mmmm which until then nad been deliver-
ing concentrsted Iire, now resuned 1t observed fire and
w&%ar‘%&u‘éiwmﬁﬁﬁﬁa;mﬁgﬁﬁﬁ Torwar |
*thest sdvanced, ﬁ%%ﬁw'@n’h@ﬁ%

¢ ohaervers began to

shell the uﬁﬁmyﬂ%mﬁwyu e



w5 o

| the %ﬁ&%ia eame o & somplete atﬂgﬁmﬁiii and the enemy
dimeontinued hie attenpts to move Torward,

By epproximately 1900 the 34 Bettalion, 118h Ime
funtyy Regiment, advancing along the edge of the forest,
%#ﬁ %@ﬁﬁh&& & point aﬁwu¥§§%%.%&w‘ﬁ‘;ﬁﬁ@, where 11 whosled
in and attacked the enemy's deep [lank.
| The projector buttalion a
were notified to cease fire.

The effects of the altsek of the 34 @&ﬁf?ﬁﬁaﬁ, 118tk
Infentry Regimemt were quickly moticesble. Yhe Hussions
pulled some {ﬁ@%iﬁﬁﬁ’ﬁ@ %&&&?‘fﬁw%%& @ﬁﬂvﬁ$ the front and
geemed to be withdrewing: The 24 Battelion, 118%h Ine
fantyy Regiment immediately resumed ite wtisck, snd was
joined im 1% by the lst Battalion, 87th Infantry He-
giment. f¥he artillery battalions were now placing their
fire shesd of the infantry batislions they had
ﬂﬁmwaﬁaﬁ,ﬁﬁ support,

ad the heavy srtillery group

- been ine

infantry forges vemched and entered the

forest at the remr of the enemy lines, The Russlsn ree

sigtence wes broken,
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Ve LESSONS

1e

ihe Serman Avriiliery
| s Dlviding the srtillery inite one direet auﬁﬁﬂr@
group, under the division srtillery conwander, and one
counterbatiery or hesyy artillery group under the corps
artillery commandery resulied in the fellowlng disad-
- vantages whioh becsme clearly evident during the course
of the sotioms | |

{1) Prailure @ﬁ ubilise the h@%ﬁy ariillery
group fully at the start of the atteck, when the enemy
&w%ﬁliﬁry-ﬁﬁﬁ not yet &@ﬁ% identified. This group could
have taken part for a while in supportling the infaniry.

3

i time-wasting chain of com=-

{2) ﬁ &@m§1ﬁK an
mand which made 1t necessary for requests to be channeled
from divigion t0 corpe haadquariters. The @@yyﬁ,»afﬁwr
making the decision in eseh case, transaitted the order
to the corps artillery commander.

{3) wesultant delay in sseigning come portions
of the counterbattery Cire group to eupport the infantry.
fhis delay ogourred in the porning, at the %ime the Serssn
attack had come to » standetill, and in the alternocon
when the Mussisn counterstisclk threstened to bring about

& orisia,



4 perfect selution would have been Yo ploce the vorps
srtillery commander under the divect command of the di-
"?iﬁiﬁﬁzﬁﬁig&%& h&%.ﬁﬁmﬁxﬁixﬁf_ﬁii the artillerys In that

cama, moreover, shiftinz of the arvillery point of main

effart would have been & wueh pimpler tesy and would have
been exeouted more smoothly. '@%ﬁy&#ﬁiiﬁﬁiﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬁ&&akﬁ do
not indicate whether o posaible reason for the corp's
failure to arrive &t this aolution was the fact that the
eounterbattery group had aleo te hold iteelf in resdinens
to aseist the aljscent divisions.

|  b. The sleaxly-defined development of the artile
&ary‘gaanﬁ of mein effort, voth in the iai%iﬁl agtion mnd
during the shifiing of the point of mein elffort, was in
:ﬁxﬁyig@ with o definite plan. |

¢, Undar the prevailing

| eircunatanees, whieh
 nesessitated contimuous fightlag ever terrein which was

- partly closed, the shifting of the artillery point of main
effort revealsd the inherent woakness of this measure,
which was that for hours the infantry wes precticslly withe
out any artillsry support. In thir osse it did not wetter;
especially since, in case of need, the counterbetiery group
would have been sble to come to the reseue. It is open o
auestion whether or not the %ﬁ#ﬁ&i@m‘wﬁﬁ Justified in its
dooision to shift the point of main effort.
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és Upoperation betwesn vae infaniry &ﬁé 5 S S T
lery func

tioned suilsfactorily becsuse voth arms, through
constant contuct, slways thorewughly %ﬁ%ﬁ?&ﬁﬁﬁd eueh olherts
plans aﬁé seesinilities.

ss  The flexibilisy of the ﬁ@%&k@arg eoamand

evidenved by the smcothly~functioning changs from ooncen-
trated Lo obmerved firve, wes equal to all ihe densads of
oombat.

24

The Busslen command conducted a ﬁarwiy PEfe

B
ﬁi¥ﬂ §§§$&§ﬁ*~@%ﬁ%$$ that 1% had the outpost area wined.
%&ﬁ artillery in particular might have bees #lfectlvy in
support of an setive ﬁ@fﬁm$$§ sepecially ut tﬁﬁ~ﬁ%&gw awf
the Cermsn Bprrosos ﬁmﬁ oifensive preperations. Thie
support wight heve inoluded ﬁﬁﬁ‘fﬁilﬁwiﬁﬁ setiones

(1) Heapering the reconuslseunce epsrabiouns
of the German troops and thelr spprosch to observetion-post
i1l by moving up & number of bedleries snd by aveigning

," ¢aﬁ7&§$@ﬁ¥ﬁr$ to dizeat the ﬁiww«‘ Fhe lepes whilch the
troops %ﬁrﬁ:fﬁrﬁﬁﬁ te %$$ $%‘%wﬁﬁ#iﬁ$ the minefields should
Lave been taken under plotied fire. o |

(2) lawnehing sttecke with vudden voneentretions
ot f&r&‘ﬁmz%kﬁvﬁﬁxmﬁm,%weagﬁ ﬂ&@ﬁ&%@iﬁ% for asstion @ﬁxiﬁg
the sight of 7 September, snd partisularly st daybreak.



Binee the Russians were familiar with the terrain, the
approximste time of mesembly and the approximate loestion
‘of the German i

fantry's assembly areas sould net have

¥$ﬁ$$ﬁﬁa & @#¢¥$& to any alert observers. %ﬁ%ﬁﬁkimg the
intentry with sush fire shortly befors the start of the
attack is likely to produce effective resulis, O0f even

- greater importence is the effect of such fire on the morale
of the attacking troops, because they will be made to rew
wiize that they are fucing sn aslert and stromg opponent,

In meny osees such fire will csuse attucking troops to
lose courage completely.

The ﬁhﬁﬂy‘wiﬁk%‘hﬁwa.xﬁxz“ﬁm@@ from teak

ng the sboves
 montioned memsures because the Fusslsn artillery wished
$o ;x;wﬁ&ﬁ:%&@f&ﬁwmaﬁ;&&#ﬁﬁaazuﬁ“=ﬂv ﬁ&%iiiﬁxyﬁ.ﬁwam de=
testing the looation of their batiery

they started attacking. However, a@gw@gwim%@wﬁﬁamgﬁiv#

ﬁaﬁiﬁ%&aﬁ vefore

mensures, such as oudden bursts of xiw$ £r%ﬂ;&&& availe
sble guns; lasting omly seconds, %o & large extent would
have prevented the Uerman artillery from making the proper
| @ﬁwﬁ'fﬂﬁﬁiﬁw « On the other hand, such actions oull for
considerable training and a first-cless oommunications
network. |
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In the f£all of 1941 the Russian ﬁ?ﬁiaiaﬁy a%1&@ﬁ®§gw§§
 obviously d1d not nave elther.

‘%ﬁ The Russian observation post ayaten proved
to be inedequate, To be sure, a%@a% the stteck had started

in ths moraing, the Xussisns were able to recoguipe the

Serman g@iﬁﬁ of main affort snd they euceseded iﬁfﬁ@%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%
%ﬁﬂ @&iﬁ% af the artillery polnt of asin ofTort in the

ﬁfﬁ%}?
& view of only p

.  However, aﬂﬁaw@&%iy they were able to command

zte of the combat area; for while tnrey
took some battalions wnder welleplaced fire they completely
failed to airike others. ﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁﬁ@}y‘ﬁhﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁrﬁfwﬁ&~%ﬁ&§
eliminated were not reploped. However, in order to nest
aw@h @antingaﬁaimw it is w&&aaga@y for ?%ﬁ artillery %o
k&ag additional
‘x&&amwav Juat ss the infentry sete seide resorver to keep
%h@ hﬁﬁﬁl& poing.

¢s OCoordination between Russisn artillsry snd

ghaervers and moéng of ammauwiaaﬁﬁﬁw i

Anfantry 414 net function satisfactorily. This lmok of
coordination was partioularly @?&&%&ﬁ during the esunterw
ﬁh&%ﬁ%'w%i@%,wﬁa_iaamﬁﬁgﬁ'ﬁﬁ the morning xrﬁ@ the edge
of the f%rmaﬁ at the left without belng supported by any
%@ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ@»ﬁﬁﬁ whent the counteratiack was mounted in the
afternoon from the bunksr ares, on which occossion the
artillery fire snd the sotual sction were not properly



integrated. It is net enough

for the oommand te order

tire suppori. The iﬁ@ww@%ﬁ$~%hiw§ 19 for the contyol

sgencies of the artillery (cowaand poste, observation

obaervers) o keep in cunsdent close touch

poste, JTorwsrd
with the local infawry unite (battallious, compen
Howaver, in critieiping the weakuvsees of the HBussiasn

o8} .

artillery we must besr in wiuné that the forces before
d dnm tee foll of 1941 were unlis which sither had
boen newly eetivated or for menthe hed been suffering

lening:

defoat and in many inete
sult, these wnits-~in the gual
an equipsente-tid not dieplay as high & level of af

pﬁiﬁaﬁﬁ@y“aa that reached %ﬁ’ﬁ&ﬁ‘ﬁ@ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ?ﬁiﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ later

ntes had been routed. As & re-
1ty of commanders us well

in the wer. %&w&&%&; & certain lask of flexivilivy
cherssterized it even then.
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1.

¥lace: Salient in the sector of the XIVI Jorps, lo-
cated south of Loke ludoga between ihliseelburg and Nga,
spproximately 50 kilometers esst of feninmgrad (sketeh 10).

Times July 1943, The NHussiens started thelr atieck
on 22 July. |

wpather: Ury susser weaiber; good visibility. Yhe
ﬁﬁ%{rﬂﬁﬁ’%ﬁ 03%0 Gerwman daylight saving tine. |

‘ﬁ@rraiﬁa in Jenuvary 19473, ﬁa@iﬂﬁ the %%@ﬁﬂé iLadoga
ha@%lﬁ, the German Zighteenth drsmy had been forved ito
W&thﬁr&% from Leke Ladoga. Oinse that time the fussigne
nad heen holding o narvow land reute which extended through
%?iiﬁﬁﬁlhﬁrﬁ to Leningrad &mﬁ had loet no time in bullding
& reilresd slong the shore of Lake Ladoga, This corridor,
approximately ten kilowebters wide, wee comsanded by ine
sinyevine Hille which wers occupled by the ltermsn 1lth
Infantry Ei%iﬁi&ﬁp this ridge, ite highest posks about
56 meters avove sea~level, rose 20 to 30 meters above the
surrounding terrain. It commended o view as far m@ Lake

Iadoga, snd frem some poinks on it the shore railroad was
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wpen %‘. %%ﬁﬂ ﬁ:@g«@ﬁa g‘@%&%ﬁ%ﬁ‘ﬁlﬁ'g P @&&@m ton of %ﬁiﬁ
ridge wes of the utmost importance for both sides; the
%?éﬁ%%@@%@ﬁ &m %&Elﬁﬁ i'ﬁ . %ﬁ@ WW%@M W”‘ ﬂ ﬁ( *&% ﬁ ﬁﬁxg&mm .
?fmzﬁm its no % conin iYLy ‘ -

a&an\wﬁim iiﬁ%@ of ?ﬁﬁi%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ wore a@y&r&%@ﬁ by & distence
w&wyiﬁg vetwesn 300 and 600 meters, was covered by %@@%l
aww%iam& of forest and brushwood.

The vﬁl&&g@ of wiﬁy&ﬁiﬁﬂ had besn ﬁ&%%wﬁﬁﬁﬁ &%m@im@a&y
during the sesond %&@@g& vattle, North of the ridge there
were moore with cocssional patehes of f@@@%% snd shrubbery.
wer plant hed
been @ﬁ@&%ﬁ%&& on 8 1&@@@ sesle, engd %ﬁﬁ %wwww&m was LB

Peat-digring operstions for the Leningred pe

aseted by m%mamﬁ&ﬁ spur tracks of & @x&% m%i&w&y¢ %@varma
posltions for several belteries oould be found mouth of the
ridge. fThe vegion wae not suited for extensive armored

- pperations %@aam&@ &#&niw%ﬁgw@ with the excepiion of the
ﬁiﬁy&Wiﬁﬁ’giﬁﬁﬁi %ﬁ§% m@?wm&%ﬁﬁ wﬁﬁﬁﬁ,%g hanpered by
w@&ﬁﬁé pad Swampy areas. R

!
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ﬁi%ﬁr~tha pocond Ladogs battle the Duseimns ned @ﬁt@%m
1ished themwelves on the nerthern glopes of the “ingavimﬁ “',
‘wiég&g ihe w&ﬁﬁ&ﬂ gounand therefore %xg&&%&ﬁ %hﬁ hed Army

T ?ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ its %ﬁV@ﬁﬁﬁ e %%@ %&%i%ﬁ% B0 %%ﬁ& %@ﬁy w&ﬁ&@






be able, on the one hand, o relieve the pressure on Lew
ningrad once and for 1l and, on the other hand, to @m%“'
vent the lersan troops from reoapturing the lake shoras
through @ %u&ﬁ%m thrust, Consequently in thils sector the
Germans hsd committed first-cluss and battle-tried di=-
visions on & fxmm%ﬁ@% of six to ten kiloneilerse--s commil-
ment in keeping with the regulrsmente for the repulse of
& large-scale atdack.

The I1XVI Jorps had seven divieions in the frﬁm% line,.
mﬁ@ ﬁyagya had been able 10 recover fram the heavy fighting
of the ﬁ@?i&g and had sensged fairly w@il to replace their
losses. The positions were well fortified., 4 continucus
trench connected a number of strong p@iﬁﬁ% whick had been
prevared for allerpund defense. I1n addition, the position
of the h@&vy.waﬁyan%, as well as the commaend posts for the
neadquartere staffs, had been developed as strong pointa.
"It was not possible to develop the pﬁﬁitiﬁﬁ‘iﬁ.ﬁﬁgﬁﬁ‘hﬁﬁim&
the fromi line because such 8 step would have necevesitated
shandoning to the enemy the ridge Jjust in beck of the main
line of resistance, 1t was coneequently necessary to fight
fax-@vﬁrg iﬁg& of ground, with the result that the Ladoga
battles began Yo assume the characteristics of the Forld

War I ﬁ%t%&ﬂ of Verdun.
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only limited numbers of infantry reserves were aveile
able. Approximetely one platoon was sesigned. 1o each bote
talion, one company was sarsmsrked foer each reglument and
divieglon respsotively, sad the sorps reserve consisted |
of one infaniry regiment. {ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ 7 shown the orgsnization
of the 11th Infantry Division). |

1t should be poilnted cut that only two battalions
had been assig aﬁﬁ to the iafantry regiments of the Gerusn
divielong.

*he corpe hed st its dispossl & relatively strong
giiy artillery consisting of three heavy artillery rew
piments and twe obgervation battalions. (Chart & desw
eribes the organization of the GHL artillery). This
organization existed becsuse in 1942 stronz srtillery
foroes had been assspbled in the northern sector Br an
attack on Leningrad whiech, slthough planned, had never been
carried out,

The Tuftwaffe, on the other hand, wes numerically weak
beeause during this peried the bulk of the (erman air forces
ned been concenirated Tor the attmek on Eureks

turing the Volkhov andé Ladops battles the troops had
eome Lo know the Puassian soldiers ssg scuragecus and tough
ppponents partiﬁalarly adept at maki ne the most of terraln
sonditions, Hevertheless the Serman troops were conflident

and their sorale was highe



The XXV ﬁwryakwma facing the Fussisp Sighih und

‘ ﬁixtyéﬁsvam@h,ﬁymi§&* Enoh of these srioles was ig oome
%%ﬁﬁ of twelve %o fourteen infantyry divislons and several
@rm@m@& brigades, Thie strengih fluctuated pecuune, durdng
the @ﬁ%&ak, fresh units were é%mw%aﬁ%&& replacing those

| thmt becawe depleted. On the first day of the sttack ape
proximately four to five divieiona were commitited by each
%xmy*, , .

The Huseisn coumand in the northern sector had to
depend on its own unite because at that time the Fussien
point of main effert was in Centyral and fouthern Russisz.
Although the humerical Q%r&mﬁﬁ% of the troops aveilable
for the attack wes considerable, ss compared wi%h the nume~
ber of ﬁ%f%ﬁﬁiﬁ% forces, the Russisn command evidently did
not consider 11 sufficisnt for launehing %ﬁ& thrust asgeinad
the deep Tlanks of the salient., The unlts were brought up
to ﬁ%t@ﬁg%ﬁ and given training in preparatien for their
4_@1@%1@@& Commanders as well as troope were experienced
in combat, They were charscterized particularly by the in-
eredible tenacity with which they endesvored, despite all
losser, to atiain thelr objeciives.

The saeny's @ﬁ@y&r@tiﬁﬁﬁ for the attack were uade.

deliberately and with the greatest care.
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In order to ensure proper employment of the artile
lary, @&wﬁi&ulﬁrxy the GHY ertillery, it was of pricary
'&%Q&ﬁ@&&ﬂ@lﬁﬁ&% ﬁ%ﬁ Hugelan point or pointes of maln efe
fort, as well as the diveetion @? attack should be identie
fied in time, In addition, the various phases of the Buge
_ﬁi&n'aaa@@mﬁr&tian Wéulﬁ have to be regognized, so that
action might be ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ~@@ﬁ&?ﬁiﬁ§1g;’ Finally, the exact
time of attack would heve %o be determined as far 8s pose
sible, to emadle the artillery to move into its Tiring
position on timeww%uﬁfm@% too early, either--snd $o take
the enemy infantry forcse under fire at the very moment
%&ay were ﬁﬁﬁ&&%iﬁﬂﬁ for sction.

Along wiﬁh other nesns of resonnaissence and intel~
ligense (radic iméﬁimig@n@@, aaptured prisoners, agents,
serial observation, and aerisl vhotographs) the observation
ﬁr%ili@ry»ﬁ&&y%@ an important part, Its sctivities cone
@i@%&&»&f %&kiﬁ@_ﬁﬂmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁ from the fiﬁﬁiﬁg& OF b
servers snd observation bm%%mli@ma in their atteaspts o
1&@&@@ the enemy &m@iii&ry* Yhe observatlion posits, over
‘ & long period @f'ximﬁﬁ had been revording with serupulous
precision avery @@#@ayﬁibia movement and every shot. Uhe

ﬁﬁﬁmi&m& endeavered o cemoullage the ad justment fire of
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thelr wggy@rti&g griillery by coordinating 1% with the
ncrmal {ire miseions of the peaitional batteries ande-
@%@@@iﬁzlg during hish-burst rﬁﬁgiﬂ in the Germay resy
&r&&w*%g distributing 1t at imr@gulaw-iﬁt@rvﬁlﬁ over =
long perdiod of time. In addition, diversionury fire plise
vions were carried out. The German somputation sectione
succeeded neveriheless in id ﬁnﬁifyiﬁg a&rtaﬁm turget

areas on which the Hussisus wwrw a@gaﬁaimg their fire.

At the same time %ha observation m@wtﬁ were abls to @@?@&ﬁ

the

fussian firing positions.
48 & result of these lindings it wes posalble %o @ﬁtﬁ%w.
lish with certainty thet during the firet weeks inm July
two clearly-defined Fuselisn peints of wmsin effort were dee
veloping against the sesters af the let and 1ith Infantry
rivisions respectively, The Buseiane obviously intended
to bypass the Germen é@ﬁﬁﬁysz%m@ryfﬁiviwiaﬁ stationed
vetween these two divisioans. To sll appearances it was
the &megy*% aim first to taks %ﬁ@ galient in a plincer

- movensnt, then to eapture the importent railwey junction
of ¥ga, and ﬁﬁ%ﬁ@%ﬁ%ﬁ%iy;%ﬁ roll up the Serman northern
pector, ﬁampm%&%iﬁﬁa'm%ﬁé on the basis of inforaation
from other sources led to the same conclusions.

By the time the enemy atisck mi&r%@ﬁ; the observaiion

battalions had identified ﬁﬁp@ﬁmimmﬁﬁly 70 %o B0 eneny
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hatteries in each main %ﬁﬁ&ﬁk'%&&%QWW*@ﬁmivmlﬁﬁﬁ to the

employment of 1 to 14 batteries per 100 meters of frontage.
The esxtent of eneny artillery cencentrotion sad the

inereaged strengthening of the system of strong pointe

alse ensbled the Jermans to comelude, frowm every indication,

that the attuwok would be launched during the second half

of July. |

' Zu

e

Plans for srtillery Uourse of Action

 ¢n 12 July a conference was held at XXVI Corps
headquarters, etiended by the division commenders and the
corps a?%ﬁil@wy sommander. The following instructions
were @ﬁ%iiﬁ&& in prepersiion for the exvected defensive
battle: |
fie  In view of the faot that the 1lth Infantyy
ﬁ&vﬁmi@ﬁ'i& holding the strategie hills, this division
 §§&1 take ﬁ%@ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ& in any pluens for supporting sction
and for vounterbattery fire on the iwo identified Russisn
polants of maln effort sgainst the let and 11th Divicion
respeetively. | ,
| b. The Givisions which sdjoin the let and 11th
Infantry Mdvisions, and which probuably will not be attscked,
will make srrangcuents fﬁ&’&%&@@_gﬁwxi@ﬁw of thelr mmtiiw |
lery to place their ire sheawd of the threstened naighbore

ing seetors. 211 observation posts, sriillery lislson
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detuchments, snd forward observers will be transferred o
the sectors of the lst and 113k Infantry Divisions,
¢, The GHQ asrtillery of the corps will be grouped
by the corps sréillery commender in sueh & manner that the
majority of the batberiee will be @ﬁl@'t@ place their fire
ahead of the sectors of the 1st ms well 28 of the 11th Ine
fantyry Division. |
#e the divisgions will retain command of thedr
artillery while the corps sriillery commender will exere
aise tactical control thereof. The corps artillery come-
wander will teke staps for %ﬁ@’@ﬁ@ﬁﬁaiﬁﬁ_ﬁf %ﬁ&\f@l1@%im§
\miﬁﬁiﬁnﬁi |
| {1) Any identified %ﬁﬁmy batteries able to
take under fire the sectors of the let and 11lth Pivisions
respectively will be under constant fire.
{2) &%ﬁ”ﬁﬁﬁlﬁ&@%ﬁ%ﬁrﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ enemy fortifications
wm&@h mighi serve ss eassull positions will be deatroyed.
(%} ‘?hﬁ enemy wpproach routes will be taken
under hayassing fire during ﬁhﬁ~$&ﬁhﬁ an well se throughe
out the day in ovder %ﬁ‘imyﬁaﬁ the progress ol the enemy
troop gﬁaaﬁgﬁrﬁﬁimnm* o
{4) E m&w plan of fire will be drawn up in
coneuUITenee with.@h@‘ﬁiviﬂﬁamﬁz' this plan will go inte
effect sutommtically st the start of the atitsck and will
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e in effect uniil dh&ﬁgﬁw are necessituted by the course
of sction.

{5) arrsngemenie will be msde for the entire
artillery to move into newly-prepared positiocns during
the night preceding the atbtack, when it is known to be
imminent, thus meking it possible to evade the fire that
the enemy may be expected to direct egeinst the present
firing positions, whinh grﬂb&hly‘%rﬂ known to him.

(6) rhese newly~prepared positlons will be
improved in preparation for QK@&% dafense, and in ad-
dition the general defense line for the artillery will
be developed, |

, {7y Sufficient asmunition supply for three
days of combat will be storsd 1l and around the Tiring
positiona.

On the bagis of these instructions thg artillery cotim
mander assigned the following misslionos:

e The GHY sriillery will be &ﬁ}@&%m@@ of the
counterbattery fire ss well se the harssaing fire whieh
will attsck the enemy supply routes,. |

be The destruction of the new enemy fortifications
will be the task of the divielon srtillery.

2s In the plan of fire which will be drawn up,

the division artillery will be assigned responsibllity
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Tor defonsive fire sissioms. Vherever ite fire ?ﬁ%@r i
imﬁmfﬁiﬁiénﬁ it will be supplemented by the GiHC artillery
firve.

4., "The shelling of muepscted &mﬁmy assenbly

positione will devolve upon the GHL artillery.

Je ggrﬁsﬁ@m@m%_ﬁf,%i@m.w{”%iy@,af 1ith Infontey Mvieion

On the bamis of the instructions lseuved by the corps
artillery commender, the commender of the 1lth artillery
Regiment enguged in confersnce with the commanders of the
ﬁhrﬁ@‘iaﬁaaﬁry regiments committed im the front line. The
discussions were held in the field. It wes specified where
the enemy %&a%%%ly.%r@aﬁ pw&mﬁm&gly'wwr$ located znd sgained
which sectors the defensive fire was te be directed. Tor
the eriillery theso %ﬁﬁﬁ@%@ﬁﬁﬁw‘ﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁ~ﬁﬁ% importont pure
pose of discloging the weak points of its ocwn deflensive
gatup,

The sector of the 11tk Infantry Divisien had an over-
&il frontage of approximetely eix kilometers (sketch  11).
A% first only the thres badtalions of the 11lth Artile
lery Regiment were available for the execution of defensive
fire miesions., This seant that esch Infaniry ?@gim&m% wag
assigned one %r%iﬁi&ryy%&ﬁ?&&i&ﬁg |
turing & &&ﬁﬁiaal’wglkfbg the commender of the 11th

Artillery Memiment in vompsany with the commander of the
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ware 1@&&&&&, the infantey mmmm&ﬁégf'r@ﬁuﬁﬁ%@&,ﬁhaﬁ £ty
much continuous defensive fire ae possivle b@ nlaoed
ﬁ&@éé of his entire front line. %im pector had & frontoge
of approximptely 1800 meters. The nssigned battallon,
by placing three batterics in line, would be sble to
gover with fire only 600 meters st most. The artillery
sommander, on %hg other hand, epposed placing sll three
batteries in line or scattering the fire of his betialion
because, as he elaimed, defenpive fire of this type would
be toe widely dispereed snd could essily be sifted through -
by the enemy without heavy losses, He insisted that the
fire be ﬁ%ﬁﬂ&mﬁr@%@ﬁ on 2 frontege of 400 peters with twe
vatteries in line and the thiyd battery supplementing thelr
fire, ; ‘ |

in the right portion of the regimental sector (eketeh 12)
the forswmost Jerman lins &ﬂﬁ;@%@ Hyseian position were
roughly %00 %o 400 meters spart. A% thie polnt the Ruse
si&ne had organized their ﬁﬁ&i%iﬂﬂﬁ in ﬁﬁ?%ﬁa‘ 5 pateh of
brushwood, extending between the %ﬁﬁ”ﬁyyﬁaingvﬁiéeﬁ, made
it poseible to mpprosch wlthout héing(@&amﬁ The %ﬁﬁ%%}iﬂﬁ
&ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁ%% apgigned %o this &ﬁ%ﬁﬂ%’%@liﬁ?ﬁﬁ that during the
ﬁigﬁﬁ preceding %ﬁ& &%%@ﬁk the Pussians, taking &ﬁvag%&g@',
of the brushecovered terrain, would move their Forenost

attucking echelons clese up to the (erman positions.
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In the center. of the sector & deep depreaglon, with
%%aﬁy'%&ﬁka# extended towards the Jerman position, Tnis
ﬁ%@f&ﬁﬁi&%.W&ﬁ gasily taken under fire, slong ite entire
extent, by ﬁaavy infantry wespons.

In the left g@r%imn'ﬁﬁ the regimental sector ihe
gnemy position ran aleng the Iringes ol & forest. /4 winde
ing "antitenk diteh,” wide and deep, extended dlagonslly
across this sector towards the German positions. The ter-
x&iﬁ at this point was Lairly open to view,

The artillery observatlion poats were locaeted in the
right section behind the Germen posltions on the Sinyavino
Hills. In the left sention the obassrvation poste had 1o be
mavﬁ& up to the forewosit lines. |

@ﬁ@'&nfﬁntry gommender regarded his right sector as
the one méaﬁ exposed to danger ss well ss the most im-
portant tacetically.

The coumenders agreed upon ths Tellowing procedure:
Yhe defensive {ire of the 24 Battelion, 11th Artillery |
Regluent, sssigned to support the 24 Infantry Regliment, was
4o be placed shesd of the right regimental sector on a
frontage of 400 neters, aﬁ&ri&gpmnﬁg%h@ voundary of the unit
adjacent to the right by about fifty meters. OUne battalion
of %ﬁé GHG ariillery wss to take under defensive fire the

snbltank diteh snd the sreas on elther eide thereof.
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Adéitiomsl mones for dsfenvive fire wers established so
that, in cuse of need, the firve could be directed without
delay.. | |
The srtillery thus sesumed responsibility for the Tire
‘to be placed in two sreas, esch with a frontage of 400 figm
ters, shead of the gecter of the 24 Infaniry Feglment, That
wog very little. &@ compensation the infeniry conmender
rejuested that heavy artillery fire be laid upon the sus-
pected enemy &éﬁ@mﬁiy BICAB }%h@ﬁ& srens were tha ﬁyaﬁém
of trenches in froat of the right %@Qﬁi@ﬁ and the forest
‘ahead of the left section. |
In order t¢ achieve a aslmple and r&li&hﬁé‘m%tﬁﬂﬁ of
ﬁ%rgé% designstion 1f the enemy should penetrate the Ger- .
man positions, maps were ispued on which the targets in
the Serman trencheg were marked with nwsbers.
( vhe Pire plan Tor the sector of the 2d8 Infaniry Few
giment specified the following &iﬁ& of actions
Be In camse the enémy attack is lsunched without
artillery preparatione-which wes oonaidered unlikelye=
the defensive fire will bé rolenged %ﬁ%ﬁ%&%ﬁ@ﬁliy agmimﬁ%A
the %ﬁ@'ﬁ%&i@ﬁ&%ﬁﬁ aresy, ae &imga%%ﬁ'%y'%hﬁ Torward ob-
servers who will remain in olese proximity to the compeny
companders., At the same tiume the @ﬁ%’artillawy will shell
éha two assembly areas. This fi&& will be relemsed through
thne %m%tali&ﬁa where the artillery lisison detschments will

be located.
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b If the enemy attack is launched with artile

| lery preperation, the 2¢ Jattelion, 1lth Artillery Hee
ﬁimﬁﬁ%;.ﬁ% soon as the enemy begins to fire, will take
un&ar’fixﬁ the hrm&ﬁwéﬁv&r@d terrain in front of the
right sections for the purpose of striking at any enemy
forces who might have moved forward., The §HQ artiliar?
will attsck the system of trenches loeated in rear of this
terrain. Ia %h& left section the GHG artillery will fire
at firet into the forest: when the enemy attack begins,
the battalion which has been easigned the defensive fire
mission will shift this fire to the defense zone. The fire
will be relessed as inﬁiﬁ%@&d @r&viamﬁiy;

The Infantry then will @@éréiﬁﬁtm its plan of fire
with the fiﬁ%_plﬁﬂ of the ar%ill&ry in order to &t%&%hg |
with hesvy infantry weapons, the aress not covered with
artillery fire. |

The f&llﬁwim@ HeRFUres W@ré Saken i& order to maintsin
gontact between the two arms: |

&. Te ﬁ%ﬂﬁ\iﬁfﬁﬁﬁry regimental commend post ihe
a&wmag%@r.ﬂf the 11lth irtillery Begiuent %@ﬁigmﬁﬁ.ﬁﬁé ariile
lery liaison detachment, provided with telephone and radio
equipment. | |

be The artillery battaliens were instructed te
establish their coumand poats, wherever at sll feawible,

close to the command posts of the infantry regiments and
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to make surs that redio communications were funciion-
ing properly.

The infentry battalions committed in the forward
posltions were %o be sssijgned one artillery lisieon
detachment each.

2» The batteries moved the forward observers to
the front line. (fvery battalion was assigned two fore
werd observers,)

de The fire direction centers of the batieries
were ordered to establish comwunications with the ine-
fantry command posts-—=elther battalion or compsay comsmsnd
ﬁﬁ&%&»wl@aaﬁ&ﬁ nearest to them.

After assigning the sbove-meniionsd elements, the sriile
lery had practicelly nc personnel of this type left. OUnly
one forwerd observer was gtill svailable for each artillery

pattalion end was kept in reserve (chart 9).

| The combat ymﬁiﬁiﬁnﬁ of the srtillery wers chosen in
puch & manner thal one ﬁ%ﬁﬁ&li%ﬁf&lﬁ&yﬁ formed & gsombat team
for close defense, This meant thet the batteries of the
battalion teok up firing pomitions which allowed for as
m&éh.limaaafwvigiﬁﬁ gontdet e possible snd enabled the
forces in the respective fire positions to support esach

ether during olose defense opersticns. Uherever terrain
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@@m@iﬁiama permitted, the firing positions were so chosen
as to giv& the artiliery sn adequate fisld of fire sgainst
tankg. Ag pwaﬁ&aﬁiam»agaim&% artillery fire and bomblng
attacks, one-man and ﬁw&mm%n'fﬁxﬁaxeﬁ, whiok had proved
affﬁgtivw in the past, were @&mwﬁru&t&ﬁ, Horeover in the
iﬁ%@rmaﬁi&%@v%mmr&in between the srtillery battaiion,
posltions were ?r@ﬁﬁr@ﬁ‘aﬁﬁ gguipped with infantry ame
munition snd hund ﬁ?&mﬁﬁéﬁ in such & way that a continuous
artillery defensive position resulted, An antisireraft
&x%illé&y battalion in resr of the Sinyavino Hille became

pard @f‘%ﬁ& position.

IV. CoORMIcT O m TIVE OPERATIONR

1. ?@rﬁ@d_?&@@%ﬁ@ﬁ@_ﬁﬂ%ai&m Infantry ittack

In keeping with the Instructions of the corps %r@il#
lery commander, the OHQ artillery sttacked enemy battevies
whioh had been identified., For this atisek the fires of
severasl heavy batteries were combined essch time %o dew
liver sudden ﬂ@ﬁﬁ@ﬁ%%&ﬁiﬁmﬁai Tyery day the GHY artillery,
Cwith considersble sxpenditure of ammunition, fired on
ﬂiﬁﬁ% to ten enemy batteriez. There wes no ﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁrﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁl
on the part of the ﬁu%@imma. 4t nizht the approsch rosds
and vili&géa in‘%h@ gnemy resr arss were covered with heavy
ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁméﬂg fire. Throughout the day the %iviﬁimﬁ\%rﬁili@ry

shelled the Huselan aystem of %Yrenches sieadily.
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Un 21 July indicstions that aﬁ.&ﬁta@k was imminent
were @o pumerous thet it was eszpected to ooour éﬁ the next
éuy. Consequently the corps at 1800 lssued orders that
by 2400 the entire arﬁimierw was to move inito the ﬁ?@pﬁ?&%
ﬁaﬁﬁlﬁ*yﬂﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁq At the appointed {time nll b&t%&rﬁ@a Tl -
ported themselver ready for action in the new positions.

It wag aspumed that beginning approzimately at (100
the Ruesian assault detschments would apsemble in the §mﬁym
off p@%i@iaﬁ&; The positions were therefore daken under the
@wu@an@r&%@& fire of the GHi srtillery. The firet sudden
concentration was delivered at 0l15. 1t wae directed uguinst
the Ruesian system of trenches logated opposite the rip
sector of the @aﬁm&n 11%h Infentry Tdvision, and carried
out ﬁh@ﬁ%gﬁ,%h@'@ﬁmhim%ﬁ @@%imﬁ of slghteen heavy bat- _
teries, iﬁﬁlﬁﬁiﬁﬁ gix 210 mm howitzer batteries. %Yhis setieon
was teken with full &%ﬁf%ﬂ&ﬁ% of the risk that it wight ene
&%1& the %mgwiaam to id@mﬁify the battle positions of the
SHY artillery before the start of their attack. However,
ﬁh%/%ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁ&@ﬁ of the fire rendersd identifiostion 4if-
ﬁiawlﬁq Yoreover, the firing pesitions of %hé GHQ battalions
- were losated so Ter in the rear that they could be teken
under fire by long-range artillery wespons only.

The firat sudden soncentrstion was suoceeded thiriy

winutes later by an equally heavy sudden concentration mimed
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at the Torest in front of the left sector. Following that,
the GHQ srtillery delivered aa#&w&i sudden bonecentretions
sheud of the sector of the lat Infantry Division. it
V@%f@‘%&ﬁ sudden %ﬁﬁéﬁﬁ%f%ﬁi&ﬁ@ simed % the previguslye
menitloned areas in front of %&@'ﬁaﬁﬁ@w uf the 1lth Ine
‘fﬁﬁtfyAﬁiViﬁiﬁﬁ4Wéw% x%gw%@aﬁ” Lomplete silence #till fora Dol
vailed on the Ruseian ﬁi%%ﬁl |

At U330, as dawn @&% bresking, the Tussisn artillery
suddenly opened Iire of &m,uﬁ@xﬁwat@ﬁ'anﬁ unprecedanted
- intensity and acope. At the same ti%@ the Hussiuns, o8
expected, bombarded ihe eastern and northern secliors of the
XEVI Corps heavily.

he Gersan infantry positione were blanketed with a
rolling fire which extended sm far es beyond the positions
gﬁ t&ﬂ'ﬁiviﬁiﬁﬁ’&rtii&$r3~ 1t wag impowsible to determine
whether %&@‘%aik of the enemy flre wes simed al the eustern
or the northern sestor. Cnly the ﬁiw@ directed sgainst the
artillery pﬂ&i%&éﬁﬁ made 1t possible to Judge thail, in the
naing $he evacusted firing positions were belng taken
wnder fiymg |

A few peconds after the enemy had epened fivre ithe Gere
man artillery, in keeping with the fire plan, responded
with heavy counterfire without waiting Tor instruciions

from the front.
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| V@&i@ renorts Yrom the férWﬁrd ohaervers iﬁ the front
line ware r@bwiv&ﬂ vary ‘ﬁ??@q&&ﬁﬁﬁ @%Q$M‘arri#img éﬁrw
ing the first half-hour gave no ﬁl@ﬂr‘ﬁie*ﬁr” af whot wag
happening, but they stated wniformly that the foreces in
%&e front line were suffering hesvy maauﬁltiaﬁg that per-
wenent emplacements were being eliminated, and that b
servation was barely 303ﬁi§139 o ra?&rt&xaﬁ any kind
w&r@ received from the %aiﬁ.ﬁbﬂarva%iaa poste located én'
the Sinyavino Hills. -

At about 0415 the commanding general was given the
following brief %i%méﬁiﬁﬁ'r&pﬁr% by the artillery come
pander: The Russisne sre covering the sectors of the lab
and 11th Infantry Eivimiﬁgﬁ respectively with ﬁarpﬁiaingly
heavy artillery fire. In addition, the right portion of %hé
gector of the 224 infgnﬁfy Pfivision i3 being ?ﬂﬂhﬁgﬁ by
enually intensive enemy fir@; “he fact that the enemy
Cartillery fire would be directed against the seator of the
Qﬁﬁ 1nf@mtry “ivimi@n ag well had not been aatiaiwataa
\bat has come as a gurwri@aw The main point of @ffart Qf'
 -%&@ aye@y artillery fire is nat aaragvtibﬁes The few re-
ports h@inﬁ r&aaiv&ﬁ fyom the front all state that the
Pa&aiama are attacking the German ﬁmfantrv pogitions |
W"%n considerable effactiveness mn@ that their fire iﬁ

being EI&EEﬁ on the entire ﬁﬂ?%ﬁ of thaﬁe positions.



$5 4 Pe0BO h | | | ~GG

Only o few Uerman artillery positions are umﬁér fires
“here ﬁ&wﬁéhwan\mm reporis of the loss of sntire bat-
terigs. The German artillery is firing scecrdingly %o
plan. Practieslly all chennels of communication have
heen dimrupted. The aritillery cosmander le snxious to
determine the exsct moment at whieh the enemy sttack will

ptart so thet he mey relesse defensive fire at the proper

&% the same time, the commandesr of the 2d Bettalion,
1lth ﬁr%ili&yy Pegiment vielted the cosmand post of the
28 Infentry ﬁﬁgﬁmﬁﬁ%*’wﬁimﬂ_wﬁﬁ located at the seuthern
glope ﬁi the ddnyevine Hilles and was closely adjacent to
his éwnu The discussgion between thoe two ﬂﬁmm@ﬁﬁ@rg was
indicative of the terrific strain under which they were
laboring: 411 that either of them knew wass that the Serman
positions, as well ae tﬁﬁ‘@ﬁﬁir& ronge, were bhelng attecked
by Rugsisn artillery flre of ﬁ@@?@@%&&ﬁﬁ%ﬁ iﬁ%@ﬁ%&ﬁg*.)?ﬁ@y
were unsble %o tell, however, to whal extent the infantry
would be able to westher thls enslaught. Comsmunieations
had éﬁ&&ﬁﬁ functioming, Iikewise, the radio statione of
the fire direction centers located on the ridge were being
ah&llﬁﬁ 80 heavily that they were unable to rempond. How=
ever, redio pontact was still belng maintained e twaen

the battalion commsndey and several Torward observers in
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the fire trench, One of these Torward observers wap ré-
porting just then that the huesisn infantry trocps were
mﬁ?iﬁﬁlﬁut of their trenches and beginning to advance,

Here too, the guestion was when would 1t be sdvisable to
lay defensive fire ahesd of the Fermen positions. it wWae
@%@iﬁ@ﬁ‘%s releage this fire right tﬁ%m and therey the tine
wag 0425,

‘2, Repulee of Fussien Infaatry At¥eck in Soctor of

At 0430, just cne hour after the enemy artillery
‘@rﬁgmx&ti@ﬁ;haﬁ %@gwnﬁrthﬁ Bussisne ceased firing Tor about
‘one minube and then resumed the atteck with undiminished
iﬁ%@n&iﬁy@ However, the fire had been shifted., The fore-
most trench and the permanent emplacements which had been
made part of the lerman systen of trenches--and which,
- pounded withoutl ceusing, mﬁﬁ'@@@n‘@ﬁwwiap&ﬁ.ﬁmtil then by
dust snd smoke, were no longer taken under fire. ‘ﬁnf@ﬁ@,.
other hand, the Pussian &w%izl@x@ fire was aimed et the
rear ares, in particuvlar at Hill 50,1, snd was indressed
in intensity. The fire directed sgainat the @%rﬁﬁﬁ artile
lery positions ?%mﬁim%é unchanged. |
Under cover of their own artillery Tire the Fuseisn
iﬁf&mﬁwy troops bed wovrked thelr way Lorwird and nad neoved

wp olose to the Germen wire entunglements, which had been
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riddled with shells., Undoubtedly the fire of their own
artillery hsd proved troublesoms for these troops. The
very moment this fire ceapedw=gimul tanecusly with the last
aﬁm@, as it W@raww%h& Fussisns, baking &ﬁ?&ﬂﬁ&ﬁ% of the
@fﬁaa% of their artillery fire on ﬁﬁ@ oneny, laounched the
assault quiekly uad overeran the German security detnohe
- ments which had been moved shead of the Ilre Trench.

4n goon ss the fussisn infantry stoarted ite operations,
namely &t 0430, E&%ﬁ&%ﬁ plenes in igeredibly lerge nunbers
flew across the positions and gave fire support to the
ground fi“%téﬁﬁg Home of the ylmn@m gtruck %% the infaniry
troops in the trenches and others took the a@%m&ﬁﬁ posta
under fire, while & certain number attaoked the artillery
positions with bombe snd airvoraflt armsment. The antl-
sirorult battalion committed in the secior of the infaniry
w&giméﬁ% wes & specisl target. The air defence memsures
proved cempletely inadequate, particularly in view of the
fagt that the wespons which had been designated for anti-
aireraft purposes hed to be employed in ground sombat.

shortly before 0500 the forward observer atiached Yo
the 2¢ Company of the 2d zﬂfmntwy Regiment %w&&%mi%%&ﬁ hie
firet mensage to the infentry regiment through the battalion
ecommand post, ss follows: "The fussians have penetrated

the ferman trenches at seversl poinis and sre constanily
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sending nes waves @f troops into action. ﬁl%héugx our
artillery fire is well placed it is net heavy ﬁnwﬁghwﬁ

The gommandey of the infantry regiment ssked the ohief
of the mx%iziwry lisison detachment of the 11th Artillery
Regiment, who was aitached %o his h@mﬁqﬁ&m%@ygg to contaet
Wia @ﬁg&m@ﬁt and urgently request that additional fire be
pluced in fromt of the let Bebtelion, 24 Infantry Regiment.
In & short while the artillery lisison detschment reported |
that for the y%@@ﬁﬁ% the 1lth ﬁr&iil%?y Fegiment was not
in & poaition to incresnse the fir@ placed shead of the
}ﬁtfﬁat%alignf %&a@am& 8ll three infantry regiments were
&ﬁg&g@ﬁ.iﬁ«@xﬁrmmﬂly heuvy defensive conbst, The repori
&1$§ stuted that the 11tk 4rtillery Regiment would endesvor
nevertheless to obtuin additional su pert ﬁhraugﬁ the corps
ﬁr%i&l&@y.a@mmﬁmﬁar.

%@%ﬁwﬁil@ the ﬁwﬂ'aﬂmmﬁ&éarw of the GHL srtillery ree
giments, to whon 211 infantry headquarters were ﬁ@hﬁiﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁiy
appealing for additionsl artillery support, had contacted
the corps &rmi&z@rg commander and had proposed that those
portions of the GHY artillery which were @ﬂg&g@ﬁ in atiacke
ing the ﬁn&%i&ﬁ artillery with counterbsttery fire be ﬁ%ﬂﬁ 
avsilable for action sgainst the infantry. The corps artile
lory commander then ordered one neevy battelion to support |

the 11th Infantry Sivision, whersupon the commsnder of the
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mrﬁili@ry regizent directed the batialion to @ﬁ@@l@%ﬁﬂ%
the fire placed into the defenne mone in front @f'%&é lat
5&%%&&&&&,~3& Infantry Regiment. 45 & w&gmmﬁ, one heaavy
and one light battalion were now firing on the brushe
govered %é@m&iﬁ shead of the lst Battalion, while one
heavy group wes attacking the ﬁmaai%&'a&mﬁ&m-aﬁ trenches.
i% %&ﬁ probably 0%30 belore the imﬂr&&s@é;aﬁﬁii&&xy ﬁayﬁﬁm@:_
nade 1@&@1£ felt. |

fhe artillery lialson dotechment sttavhed %o the lat
nattalion, 24 Infentry Regiment, committed in the right
seetor, had been eliminated, Its radio set bad been hit
by & shell and %@mﬁ@r&ﬁ useless. In order o be mﬁlﬁ to
waintain contact with the artillery the h%%%&li&ﬁ‘ﬁ@ﬁ&ﬁmﬁﬁr
sent for the vuttery conmander of the 4ih Battery, 1lth |
Artillery Regiment, whose observation post wae located

near the b&tﬁﬁl&&n eommand poab.

Tﬁﬁzﬁﬁﬂﬁiﬁ%'%ﬁﬁa$k,h&§ broken up in%a saparate en-
g%ﬁéﬁ%ﬂ@%lﬁﬁrﬁiy in front of and partly inslde of the
@w@mﬁﬁvtréna&, 4% that time--it was then &@ﬁ@&#imﬂt@ly
0545==the commandsr of ﬁﬁw 1st Battalion, 24 Infantry He-
siment, was unable to arrive st an exact mppraissl of
%ﬁw'ﬁxtaﬁﬁimmi He diseuswed hiz plans with the battery

somnander as follows:
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%1 ghall now commit my reserves, consiating of juﬁt
one platoon, mo that initially 1% will be possitle to rew
gain Tirm control of the positions of the 24 Jompeny. The
artillery hae the responsibility of smaking certain thet
while my counterthrust is being launched it will be ime
possible for any additional enemy troops Yo mwﬁf@&ﬁh the
positions of the 2d Company, 7The operation will have %o é@
garried out speedily so as to give ihe Ruseians no chance
to esteblish themselves, In what way can you sseist me?
%111 it ve @am@ih&@ fmr you tu place the entire artillery
fire closer to our positiona??

The battery commender ssked for & few winutes in whieh.
to contaet his %&t%@ki&ﬁ commander, with whom he waﬂkaﬁill
in radio communication throwsh the wet atl the baltery po=-
:aiti@ma ?ﬁllﬂ%iﬁ%/%ﬁiﬁ_@ﬁmﬁﬁlﬁ%ﬁiﬁn, the battery cotie
mandey proposed that the fire of the 4th ﬁm@%awy be placed
éiwweﬁly in front of the ﬁ@@ﬁar»ﬂf the 24 Company end die-
rected by visual observation. He said that it would be
imposaible to shift %mﬁ entire artillery fire whleh was
then being placed shead of the sector. He continued:
"iccording to the lest reporte received, the Russianwy at
gwg&émt are not moving up any freeh attack troops. 1t is
sdvisable, nevertheless, to take into Qﬁ@@ﬁﬁ% the fact

ﬁh&% the Russiang will send new waves of troops oud of the
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frenches Into action as soon &8 they believe that %k#‘
first trench haw been captured. However, these fresh
attack troops are likely to be only in the Hussisn juspe
- off position and consequently it iz necewsery to continue
firing on that positiom,®

Jopserning the over-all situvetion the bﬁ%@a&iﬁm,&mmm _'
nender advised that while the Husslans had penetrated at
aany points they had not succeeded &ﬁywﬁ@r@ in @@&i@%iﬁg
& decisive hw&m@#@ﬁ&wa@ha

| L] approximsiely 0630 1% becume apparent that the
Tuseisn artillery fire had been ahifted once wore. The
ahelling of Hill 50.1, whioch until that time had been
extremely heavy, wss conslderably redused. The fire wes
shifted te the southern ﬁiﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬂf Hi1l 50.%1, without de=
\,gkéﬁﬁiﬁg in intenaity. -
faring this timg the @arga eumsander visited the comw
: &@nﬁ post of the a@rya’mrﬁiixgﬁg commander, 5 few hundred
‘iﬁﬁﬁéfﬁ from kiﬁ own sonwand post. In an asctount of the
situation, based chiefly on reports frow the GHY artillery
under his direct command, the sorps artillery commandey
set forh the following:

”ﬁ%ﬁ&% attack ave, fm# one thing, the lsi Iﬁﬁ&ﬁtxy'

Bivision %ﬁﬁla&w@ portions of the Sth dounitein Tdvision

adjecont on the right. iowever, the attack on the latier
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geens to be only &.ﬁﬁ?&ﬁﬁigﬁﬁwy‘ﬁﬁ@x&ﬁi&ﬂi imfuﬁdiﬁiwm.%k%
aﬁﬁﬁg is striking at the entire frontage of the 11th imm-.
fantry %ﬁv&@i@m* Gontrary to our expeciations, however, ,’
the hussisns are aleo attacking the 234 Infantry Tivision
on aﬁw.lefﬁn A ﬁ@im& of main effort appears to he de-
yeloping opposite the gentral mector of the 1ith Infantry
Ivision. The last report that the finyavine Hill ie no
'igﬁﬁﬁr under srtillery fire soems o indicete that thie
nill will be attacked shortly, The Kussians, although
@@ﬁ&%@&ﬁﬁm@ at many @%&ﬁ%a,’haw@ not pucceeded ln achlevs
ing a break-through anywhere. Unly on the right Ilank of
the Qﬁﬁgﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁry'ﬁiViﬁi@ﬁ have enewmy troopes managed %o
effect any penetrations in depth. Jhceording o all re=
porte tk@ sneny artillery is placing its fire w@%k eOx™

| ﬁiﬁ&£&%1@ effectivenens and the enemy air foree ie causing
the troops in combat & preat deal of trouble. 4w & result
aﬁ'x&y@éﬁaﬁ attacke on ils fiﬁin&>§$$iﬁiﬂﬁﬁ the srtillieory
i gx@aﬁly‘hamyﬁw&ﬁ in ite operstione. Increased anfle
%ﬁrarﬁfﬁ defense is urgently needed.”

The sorps artillery commender fﬁ?%h&@%@r@ infermed the
corpe @@ﬁmﬂﬁﬁ%t that the entire &r%illﬁwy was now in setion
and that se now 4id4 not heve & single zun in reserve., He
suggested that sn asmeult-gun battery which had been atlached
to %ﬁ@laaxgw he placed under the command of the 1lth In-

fentry Divieion, In adéitien he stated:
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*The Plghting le now raging in the Gersen %wﬁn&k@@,
where the artiliery can render but 1&%%2& support 1@@@’%&@3
endangey our own troops. I believe that the present mise
sion of the aw%illﬂxy'@%@uiﬁ consist of preventing the
enemy fromw moving up ssy addiitional %troops. In case of
a@aﬁ%@rﬁkrﬁaﬁa, however, the a&a&m&ﬁkggnﬁ %@ﬁlﬁ PYOVE UBG-
f&l;” | |

The corps counmander w%ﬁ in agreement with the commentis
of his ﬁ%@iii@@g sommender, snd expressed hineelf se fol~
lows:

"In addition te the above-mentiomed task it will be
%k&»@@ﬁﬁ@ﬂﬁiﬁi&iﬁy of the artillery to provide cover for
the Sinyavine Hill. In sny case, we are still hﬁlﬁiﬂ%“
thene pﬁaﬁﬁi@m@.aﬂﬁ eonseguently have been sble to repel
the enemy's first thrust. However, 1t would be advisable
for you to held yourself éﬁ;w@ﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬂ to support the 23d
Infantry Divieion with all svellsble gung in case the
@ﬁﬂ&y‘yﬁﬁﬁﬁxﬁﬁiﬂﬁ in %ﬁﬁﬁ m&aﬁa@ ghould develop inte a @r&&k»y
through, If the Russian gommand exercises sound judgment,

its troops will attempt to achieve m penmatration in depth

et that point in order to have some forces move behind the
11th Infantry Divieion end attack ite positions in the
 rear, The infantry regiment sssigned to the corps bas been

¢gispatched already to the boundary between the 1lth and
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234 Infantry Tivisions respectively. ilesse direct that
thedlr positions must be h@iﬁ; if enemy troops succeed in
breaening the line at any point, th ¢ gup should be closed
regardless of enemy forces who have br@k@m through. %e
must take into account the faet that the Husslans will
pontinue the sitack end that 3&&&%&@&%& massult ﬁ?ﬁ@ﬁ&
will be moved up. I hﬁii@?ﬁ that the peint of mein effort
will be directed apsinst the Sinyavino Hill and that the
enemy will continue to attack thig hill,”

&% mb@aﬁ 064% the reserve @l%%w%ﬂ of the lut Battaliocn,
24 inﬁﬁnﬁ@y Regiment began its counterthrust. The platoon
leader was aseonpsnisd by the communder of the 4th Hatbery,
1ith Artillery Fegiment, The platoon reached the infantry
gompuny comuund post withoud &wy\ﬁifﬁi&ulﬁy. The aaﬁg&ay
commander, spprising the platoon lesder of the situsiion
in his seotor, sald thet the Hussians had broken through
in the center btut that sne ﬁ%rmﬁﬁ@a$~@m§1ﬁﬁ@ﬁ@ﬁ& was 8till
being &@&é, CAlthough the Huesians wers not moving up auy
aiditional forces at the time, the company aormander o8-
timated thet spproximefely 100 Ruseisn troves had broken
@hr@ughﬁ.‘ﬁﬁ ordered the counterattack %o be launched from
the righ% and through the treénch. ?kﬁybat%wfy dommandey
wag ingtructed to place his fire as close ss possible to

the derman trenches. The counterthruet wes successfulj
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by 0700 the 24 Uompany, 24 imf%ﬁ%ry'ﬁ&@&m@nt,‘haﬁ regained
gomplete possemsion of Ite trench. o
Heapwhile the Pussisns had scored partisl successes in
the sector of the 234 Infantry Pegiment adjacent on the
plight. Pussian troope hed méwgﬁ inte the rear of the lst
Gompany, 24 Infantry Regiment. 4 Russlien detachment of
nesrly company strength was moving behind the lst Company
-ﬁlamg the southern slope of Sinyavino Hill, 7hese enemy
ﬁ%@&y@,&# ﬁiﬁﬁﬁ under their own &m@i%ié#y fire, were
advsneing in the divection of the commend poet of the 2d
Infantry Regiment towsrd the &mﬁi@iw&raft gunt emplace-

ment looated northesst of the repimentsl command post,

Engountering preciiecally no resistencs, the Russians

reached the antisireraft gun emplecement snd penetrated it. |
In order to rﬁﬁﬁilﬁkﬁﬁﬁ foroes the regiment committed its
- yeserve conpany, reinforced by the regimentsl engineer |
ﬁi&%ﬁ&ﬁ and ﬁhﬁ higyaiﬁ‘@&aﬁaaaﬁ The attook was supe-
poried by ﬁw@ aﬁﬁa&lt'@ﬁm@.maﬁa aveilable by the division,
while the other gunsu

were disputohed to the nestor of the
234 Infantry lHegiment, where %ﬁ@giwaw@ to assiet the
@&ﬁmﬁ@wﬁﬁrﬁﬁta* The &ﬁﬁ%ﬁl@ guns were moving foprward
200 meters apars, iﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬂémﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁ with the infaniry. The
Tussisne, attacked on the fleank snd in the rear, offered
"1&%@2& %&&%@@&%@%4 Hy 0800 the snemy troops who had



broken through the ﬁ%ﬁi%&?&?&fﬁAﬁKﬁ emplacenent %@r@ B
nihilated and the position was &g&iﬁ.iﬁ Geraan %éﬁ@a«

fhus the situation in the sector of the 24 Infantry
Hegiment had been restored for the moment. A new eneny
eoncentration seemed to be developing north of the @ﬁ%iﬁ&mk
diteh. The regiment estimated that the casualties in this
firat a%ﬁa@% ﬁ&ﬁﬁ@@'@ﬁ@ﬁmﬁ@ﬁ ¢ a8 wuoh ase 2% perecent. In
the seator of the 23@ Imfantry Regiment adjacent on the
right the anewy penetration h@& been sealed off and a@ﬁﬁﬁ%r%
thrusts were under way.

On the aﬁh@r htnd & @ritﬁﬁ@l gituation had arisen on
%h@ riﬁhi flark of fthe 11lth Infantry @iviw%am and in the
@&ﬁﬁar of the 234 Infentry Division edjscent therete. At
these pointe the %ﬂﬁ&g had by 0800 succecded in schileving
penetrations of two kilometers sach. The vorps then ha&’
the @@ﬁ@%x%&i&n area ﬁ&&ﬁﬁuﬁﬁ&@w fire by the entire availe
able GHY &w%ﬁl&&&y@ Likewise, the commender of the 1lth
Infantry Division decided that this area was to be f&r@ﬁ
on by the sntire 11%h Artdillery Hegiment. This asetien
wes taken in spite of objections raised by ihe 23¢ and ﬁﬁ«.
%nﬁan&yy~ﬁ&giﬁaa%a respeetively and thelr sssertions that
it would be impossible for them %o do without awﬁﬁklﬁry

protestions
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(Sketeh 13 shows sres covered by the artillery five
at 0900, |

fowever, arrangements were made Tor the antitank ditek
te be taken under the combined fﬁrﬁ of the 11%%’%r%i&1ﬁ§¥
_%&gimﬁmﬁ and large portionmd of the SHG artillery as scon
as enemy stteck troops assexbling there comwenced do-
‘boushing. ‘gmr@harm@rﬁ, the 23d §ﬁf&ﬁ@ry tivision wes sup-
@@fﬁ@ﬁ by the artillery reglment of the aivision on the
rights - o
; About 1000, reporis waﬁﬁ received from all observation
posts that there were definite indicationz that the snemy
attack, which would be launched by troops moving through
the antitenk diteh, wae lmuinent. Thereupon the 11lth Brtile
lery Regiment instructed the lst end 24 Pattalions to shell
the zones of defeneive fire in and on both sides of the
\mﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁkvﬁﬁﬁﬁhx By mutusl sgreement with the artillery of
the 297th Iafantry livision adjacent to the right it wee
;&rrﬁmgﬁé that all aveileble gune would support the 11lth
. srtillery Begiment. The corpe artillery counsnder ordered
one heavy group, consisting of one heavy and two medium _
howitzer battelions, to eupplement the fire directed againet
the zones of defemsive Tire. Orders culled for all haiteries
to apen defensive fire st the etart of the enemy sttnok. |

Gme equally strong group of the GHY artillery @m@'&naﬁwm@%gﬁ
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~te open ﬁiw& without delay on %h@'gr@@ﬁmﬁﬁ eneny asserbly
areas, | | |
At that time the fire ahead of the left flank of the
11tk Infantry Division wee being delivered omly by the 34
Battalion, 1lth Artillery Regiment, while the sree in front
of the 23d Infentry livision was being taken under firve by
the division artillery and some batteries of the GHU srtile
lery, ‘The reserve regiment, which wss launching the counter-
attack along the boundary between the two divisions had to
be content Tor the time being with this srtillery support.
ﬁg@r&x&ﬁﬁ%@ﬁy fifteen minutes after the order had been
iﬁﬁﬁﬁé,thﬁ heavy group, sssigned the niseion of attecking
the presumed enemy aﬁ@ﬁmh&y ares in back of the sntitank
diteh, opsned fire., Just ss if the commencement of Tive
- had been the signel for the Husslans te %ﬁﬁin~%$$w&$i&ﬁﬁ;/
they now leunched a massed atteck from thelr Jumpwofd
position 8O0 meters distunt end on a frontage of approx-
imately 800 to 10U meters. Although heretofore the Nuse
sisne had been working thelr way foyward in loose form-
ations, skillfully meking the most of the ferrain in ap=
yraaa&iﬁg the Germsn positions and leunching the final
assault only if a sufficiently large mumber of forces was
concentrated imsediately in front of the line, they now

asdvanced in lines, one close behind the other, And
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aow ell Germsn batteries whiokh had been sssigned dew-
fensive fiﬁa missions weni inte action (sketeh 14).

The &‘tﬁjaemw of the enemy mﬁz plainly evident.
In view of %h@‘&@&§ penetrations tﬂ@f had achieved on
the left fl%ﬂk’@f the 11tk Infentry Ddvision and adjscent
thereto, and at the 234 Ianfantry Division, as well as on
the esgtern slope of Sinysvine Hill, the fuseisns believed
that the moment had come to attaek the central sector of
the 1lth Infantyry Divislon and thereby strike s death blow
at the entire Yinyavino poaidion. This attack was nod
gupported by artillisry fire. The German positions im{fr@ﬁ%
of the steep slope w@ré not taken under artillery fTire.

hlthough the sttacking enemy troops had to pase through
& Lox berrage they kept movimg steadlily forward. The Uer-
man srtillery fire was pleced 200 to 300 meters shead of
the Gormen positions, The Jermesn iafuntry troops kept
their nerves under vontrol, and not until the Hussisng bew
‘gan b0 emerge Trom the box-barrsge ares did they open fire
with all weapons. The Humsians were not prepared for this
counterasction. When %ﬁ&ﬁ W@%ﬁ strusk ﬁykﬁﬁahinawguﬁ and
wifxﬁ‘fiy§ they were forced to the ground., Thereby the
inpetus of the enemy sttack was broken nnd the most serious
dnnger overcome, SOme ﬁgamy elements, sdvancing in groups

'af twenty to thirty wen, mansged to work thelr way lTorward,
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bt they wers repelled and eliminated. At no point did
the attescking troops succeed in resching the German po-
sitions, After some hours the ﬁag@&&nm‘%i%ﬂ@ﬁt&m&&é'mﬁw
tempts to y&nﬁﬁw&%ﬁ the Oernan positions snd the first
mﬁvwm%aﬁﬁ in withdrawal became noiiceable,

| the battalion @ammﬂﬁﬁ@r @%ti&&%@é that the Dussian
far@&& teking pard in this nassed atisck were at leact
one regiment in atrength.

Toward noon ﬁn‘ﬁg July combat sctlvities subsided still
further. However, some suall groups of ensmy forees re-
nained in the intermediate terrain where they had entrenched
theunselves.

The Russians did mwt resume thely atitacks thait day.
The main line of vesistance of the 1lth Infantry Divieion
was clesr of ememy troops. The eaemy penetrations in fromt
of the lﬁiﬁ regiment, the 44th Infantry Regliment, had been
eliminated or sealed off, Only in the sector of the 234
‘anmnﬁry Sivision on the left were positions s8till being
hwiﬁ’ﬁy the Russians. There the first enemy tanks had
nade their BDDERTENGE «

 During their attacke on the lst and 5th Mountain
Infentry %i?iﬁiﬁﬁ%, respectively, the ﬁﬁ&ﬁi&ﬁﬁbﬁﬁﬁ heen

unable to achieve any decisive successes (sketeh 15).
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It was unlikely %ﬁﬁm.@hﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁai&m% would stop their
efforts to bresch the line. However, their Pirpt attempt
nad ended in failure and the greatest danger head besn over-
come for the time being. JAetually the battles for the
Simyavino Hill continued for weeks. %ﬁ&y were fought with
extraordinary violence and produced heavy cssusliles on
both sides. Neverthsless the hills remsined firsly in
German honds and the battles ﬁn&a& in & conplete viaiayy

Por the defenders.

In epite of all comouflege nessures the Russisng had
not suceeeded in disgulsing the fsct that they were adjuste

ing their Pfire or in consealing the firing positions of

their ngywwﬁing artillery, except in the eres on th
~ xi@hﬁ flank of the 234 iﬁfﬁ@ﬁﬁy Tyision.
As & x&iﬁ the Gepansne ware able to ideatlfy concens

trations of artillery forces prior to lergee-acels @mémy_

attacks, ihen the Russians edjusted their artillery fire
they used larger caliber weapons {corps and GHU) than those
customarily employed by the srtillery of the divisions in
the line., Thie factor alone will slweys arcuse the siten~
ideon %ﬁﬁgﬁg‘ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁnﬁﬁa The ﬁ@ii@%iﬁg»@%@ﬁ&éﬁ?ﬁ%‘mi@ﬁﬁ

overcomes theme difficuliies: The troopse should either
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gdjust thelir firve awxyyﬁaﬁﬁ prior te atteehing-es line
:aﬁ action followed by German artillery forces, 58 dogw
eribed in ﬁxﬁmﬁia # 13 or (in the cuse of a major atteck
developing frop position warfare) they should dispense
with adjustment fire altogether. In the latter event
firing data gorrections should be obtained from the di-
rect=-support b&%%@ri@ﬁg |
tikewise, the systematie construction of fTirimg po-
ﬁﬁiﬁiﬁnﬁ for the ﬁmpﬁawﬁiﬁg’arﬁéilary {8 regulayr Russian
/g%&ﬁﬁi%@) will scarely escape é@%éﬂﬁi%ﬂ by enemy alr recon-
ﬁﬁ&%ﬁ&ﬁaﬁ* Uongeguently the Germsns ususlly refralned
fram.@w@@&riﬁg any gaaiﬁimﬂ% @@iﬁm\ﬁﬁ sttacks and only
&&rﬁﬂg the night gr@éaﬁimg the attack did their troops

#ig euch foxholes as wers sbsolutely nccessary.

The example clearly demonstrates the vitsl role
played by sriiliery ﬁwx’mm in the transmission of itao-
tical messages during combat, ' |

ﬁuﬂﬁ%iﬁniug of aw&mﬁ&iﬁ&%ﬁaﬁﬁ WHE h&ﬁ&i$%§y§ﬁ beoause
the nessages of the forward observers were received first
by the Iiring positions only and fron VYhere were transni te
tod to the anﬁﬁﬁmaiv% gP'a through the cbservation posts of

the batteries, battalions, snd so on up the lime. It would
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- be sdvisable for the coamand poste of the artillery reé-
giments to be provided with redic stetions (or freguencies)
which could meke it possible Tor thewe CF's te llsten in

on the messages of the lorward 0bservers.

There is no doubt that the Gersan counteratinck
on bhe Ruseiszn iroops sosenbling for actien (offeansive
defense), caused heavy enemy a&ﬁuﬁiﬁi@a* The exemple 1l
lustrates, however, that in fecing &a‘@ﬁﬁmy sz benscious
a8 the ﬁu%wi&ﬁﬁ 1% wes not reasonsble o assume that they
would not continue the atteck., In the exampls they ade
nered to the attuck plan originally declded on although
they could not have failed o realize Lthat the defenders
'had recogrized their objective and the pointe of maln
effort, fven their initial zostly defeats did not prompi
the Russians to give up their intentions or chenge thelr
course of action. They vontinued their attacks on the
designated largets—-tiret on ﬁhﬁ moralng of the next day
and persistently for weeks after that--rogardless of loo-
nes. Fhese attrition taotice are @g@i&a& of the pro-
cedure Ffollowed by the fuseians during lerge-scale atiacis)
in meny instances they eventually resulted in vietory
hecause the Ceyman defenders were not able to keep replace

ing their lonses over leng poriods of tiume.
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Ho doubt the defensive successen soored by the VI
Corps on 22 July, asnd thereufter, may be attributed larsew
'1y~ﬁ@ %&@ %ﬁ&% that the operstions wers &gﬁaﬁﬁgﬁ,hy ghrong
snd spply-sunitioned artillery Torces znd Lo the Tlexible
and tacticslly appropriate control of their fire,

 tne artillery preparations of the Pussisns For their
gtioeke on the Jeymen infantry positions were effective.
The positions tajen up by their batieries in the najor bete
tles wers not definitely ldentified and itherefors were nod
effectively sitecked.

Le the wer prosressed the Husslsns Treguontly ate
tempted t¢ drew the Uermen artillery Tire by mesns of feints,
s ae te be able to iﬁ@ﬁ%ify and attack the Vermsn battery
poaitions,

The Russisn sir force, in distinct contbrast with the
alr foreces $f th$ western Allies, did not schieve any
decivive succese in ite operstlons against the German artil-
lery, in spite of its massed attacks snd the fact that it
\aﬁﬁa%ﬁﬁawaé 1ittle imterference. This renmained true until
the end of %&g WA . | | |

In the course of the atteck on 22 July the Tussiaa
‘&y%iii@xy~@i&,ﬁﬁt slwoys demonstrate sulflicient %ﬁ&@%ﬂ%&i&w

ty in coping with the changing situstdion.
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In order to be able to take action agsinst sny penw
etrating Hussian foreces 1t wmight have been sdvisable for
the Germeme to plece a box barrage vehing their wain line

of resistance snd %o execute adjustuent fire for the pup-

The procedure, followed by the 1%Vl CJorps, of
splitting the division artillery and GHY artillery inte
two separate groups, is ﬂéﬁ entirely satisfactory. In
aneny cases both groupe haékﬁw part the same busle miam
gion-=defensive five, fTor instance. The trunsfer of unite
frowm one group to the other was a tiw@m&mmﬂmmiﬁg OrOCess .,
ﬂ@ﬁ@vﬁr; under ﬁ%@ @ir@mmﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁ%-ﬁﬁi@ ﬁivi%i@m‘af missions
aid ﬁﬁt‘ﬁ@?@ o detrimentsl effect becouse all the srtillery
Vf&ra&ﬁ concerned were highly experienced snd well integrated.
| - in é%h@w ﬁimiiﬁw‘ﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬁﬁ the corps concerned fole
lowed the practise of plecing the entire division and GHY
aw%illéwy under the control of the corpe ﬁwﬁiilawy cOm-
mander, This proctice is bound to insure the maximum con-
,m@ﬁﬁwaﬁiﬁﬁ of any target. The targets will be attacked one
after another and the maximem susber of guna will be used
for sach operation. The practice calle for @ hﬁgh'&agwa@‘
of efficlency in ﬁﬂmmaaia&ﬁﬁwﬁﬁ; but it iz not impossible

of seoomplishment.
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Of course in the case of the YXVI Uorps twg mein
defense seetors were iluvelved. ¥ith the adjscent divieliw
ong dncluded, five division artillery regimsnts and the
Gty artillery would have hed to be pleced under one com-
mand, @ procedure which probably exceeds the bounds of
@é@hmi&&l posaisility. lUnder the situstion the fellowling
progesure might have been expedient: %hﬁ'@awpﬁ artiilery
Ceommandsy would have been given sontrol ol the ﬁiwiﬁi@ﬂ
artillery of the 11th Infantry PAvision snd the two ade
jacent divisions amd, in edéition, the bullk of the 3HQ
artillery. Siwilerly the artillery of the lst Diviesion
and of the division on the right, 28 well ss some purtions
of %he Giq artillery, would nave been placed under the
gontrol of sncther artillery commander (for instance, the
gompander of the iﬁ% Artillery Begiment). This would
nave enubled the corpe to exert a declisive influence upon
the conduet of the ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬂﬁi?&“@@@%ﬁﬁi@ﬁﬁqv.

~ In congiusion 1t may be stated that in the organiga-
%iﬁﬁﬁl structure of artiil@my there is no guch thing as a
pat solution applicable to 81l situationsy but thet in the
smployment of artillery, os much centralized contrel as

pogsible ghould be %wﬁ%h@.

{olgned) wilhelm Willemer



