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32 THE RECONQUEST OF BURMA

by direct assault as the only means for the reoccupation of Burma in
one dry season. It had to be “a bold and hazardous operation”.

This Outline Plan was accepted in its essentials by the Confer-
ence of American, British, Chinese and Indian officials, held in Delhi
and Calcutta between 1 and g February 1943. It was agreed further
that a ma]or offensive would not begin “until November 1943 and
that the ml:ervmmg penod should be utilised by the Indian and i
Chinese forces in engaging in minor offensive actions with the object
of gaining positions for main offensive and in road making and
administrative preparations”™® The Conference considered the
“possibility of overland advance from Bassein as main operation
against Rangoon”, but felt that it did not “afford reasonable chance
of taking Rangoon in one dry season”.** Hence, in spite of the
hazards involved, they accepted the plan of direct assault, as it would
“help to achieve surprise and good cover plan of the utmost
importance. Further, if Rangoon assault was unsuccessful Bassein
bridgehead could still be developed as main line of advance on Fhipis L
Rangoon”.*” The Conference also considered the requirements and Sir Archibald P. Wavell
was of the view that India could not carry out the plan with her own
resources. Field Marshal Wavell, in his telegram to the Chiefs of
Staff, dated 10 February 1943, indicated the deficiencies and pressed
for an early provision. He desired the Eastern Fleet to be reinforced.
He further asked for six to nine assault brigades of which India had
only four at the moment. The rest had to come complete in every

from outside India. He also asked for a second parachute
bngadc and two additional divisions as reserve in India. Additional
air force of the order of 240 fighters, go light and medium bombers,
125 heavy bombers and 200 transport aircraft were also required.
To implement the plan training had to commence early.

While this Outline Plan was being finally considered by the
higher authorities, Field Marshal Wavell was conceiving bolder
adventures, as he did not seem to have much confidence in the
effectiveness of this plan and desired “to look elsewhere for a speedy
and effective blow against Japanese line.** Hence he desired plans
to be prepared for the control of the Sunda Straits between Sumatra
and Java and for the capture of a base in north Sumatra to control
the Malacca Straits. This operation, he thought, would go “far
towards the defeat of Japan”.*" This measure could give surprise
which the Burma operations would not. It is clear from his note
to the Secretary, Joint Planning Staff, of 16 February 1943, that
he was not prepared to execute the plan of the reconquest of Burma,
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except as an instrument of surprise for the execution of the
Sumatra-Java operations.*’

However, on the basis of the appreciations and Outline Plan
preparedsin February, operation instructions were issued to General
Sir George Giffard, k.c.s., D.s.0.,, General Officer Commanding-in-
Chief, Eastern Army, and Major General R. A. Wheeler, U.S. Army,
defining their tasks for the winter of 1943-44 and allotting their
spheres of action. General Giffard was to command the seaborne
operations against the Arakan coast. It is clear from these instruc-
tions that by the end of March limited offensive operations for the
reconquest of Burma had held the ground. The American Com-
mander was to be responsible for all land operations which were
planned to develop in his area, which included the base at Ledo
and the road forward towards Shingbwiyang, and his immediate
tasks included (@) preventing Japanese advance into India by the
approaches to Ledo from the east and southeast and (b) covering
the construction of the road forward from Ledo. The main object
of the Allied operations, during the winter, was defined to be to re-
establish by May 1944 through communications between Rangoon
and Lashio, as the primary p at that date was to maintain the
Chinese in the war as long as possible, for which the opening of the
Burma Road was a pre-requisite.

Another purpose which was greatly emphasised by the Anglo-
American Chiefs of Staff was to maintain the supplies to China, for
which the security of the air lift route and the construction of Ledo
road to connect with the Burma-Yunnan Road were essential. An
overall effort by land and seaborne operations directed towards the
capture of Rangoon and making safe the communications of the
north was required ; hence the Outline Plan, described above, was
adopted.

Soon, however, doubts began to be entertained about the efficacy
or economy of that effort. It is clear from Field Marshal Wavell's
note, mentioned earlier, that he considered the plan to be both costly
and tardy, and desired, therefore, to launch an operation against
Sumatra which promised better dividends and which would have
integrated the Indian effort with that of Australia and America in
the south-west Pacific. This tendency to view the Japanese repulse
in wider perspective and to concentrate on the strategy of defeat of
the Japanese, initiated by Field Marshal Wavell, found its echo in
the plans and decisions arrived at during the summer of 1943.
Earlier also, at the Casablanca Conference held towards the end of
January 1943, similar ideas had been entertained by the British re-
presentatives, who wanted to concentrate on the defeat of Germany

* Ibid, Appendix F.
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in 1943 instead of a costly operation in Burma. On the other hand,

the American representatives had expressed the fear that Britain
might “pull out once Germany was defeated”,”’ leaving Japan in

ession of her conquests. They were, however, catggorically
assured by Mr. Churchill of the “determination of the British Parlia-
ment and people to devote their whole resources to the defeat of

Japan after Germany had been brought to her knees”.** The policy

of giving priority to the defeat of Germany was finally approved by
the President of the United States and the Prime Minister of the
United Kingdom. As regards Japan, it was decided that pressure
would be maintained against her, though a full-scale offensive might
be launched only after the defeat of Germany when resources for
the defeat of Japan were available from the western theatre of war.

The Joint Planning Staff of the War Cabinet in the United King-
dom considered the Indian plan of the reconquest of Burma
(Anakim) in the light of the general strategy laid down at Casablanca.
It was clear that the United Nations had placed first priority on the
defeat of Germany, without the achievement of which resources
adequate for the defeat of Japan would not be available. The Com-
bined Chiefs of Staff had, therefore, defined their policy towards
Japan,* as follows: —

“To maintain pressure on Japan with the forces allocated, retain
the initiative and attain a position of readiness for the full-scale
offensive against Japan by the United Nations as soon as Germany
is defeated.

“These operations must be kept within such limits as will not
jeopardise the capacity of the United Nations to take advantage of
any favourable opportumty that may present itself for the decisive
defeat of Germany in 1943.”

To carry out this policy the strategy towards Japan was further
analysed by the Combined Chiefs of Staff as below: —

“()) Offensive action to prevent the Japanese consolidating
their present positions.

(i) Offensive action to reduce Japanese naval and air power.

(1##) Attacks on Japanese shipping, particularly by submarine.

(i) The attainment of positions from which to menace enemy
communications with ‘the Netherlands East Indies, the
Philippines and the South China Sea.

(v) The opening of a line of communication with China via
Burma in order to keep China in the war, to use China
as a base from which to attack sea communications on the

::%gehﬂl Hinge of Fate, page 612.

“ Note by the Joint adopted by United Nations
towards 8 (er Cabinet] (43} 166. ?7443, 2, e ¥
5 el e page 2, para 3
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 China coast and in the Formosa Straits, and to keep up

pressure on the Japanese in this area.”**

The War Cabinet, however, were sceptic of the usefulness of the
last course (opening of communications with China in order to keep
her in the war and use China as a base) and considered that the re-
conquest of the whole of Burma was not, militarily, an essential
step in the final defeat of Japan. They were, nevertheless, in favour
of limited land operations to secure Myitkyina airfield to ensure the
maximum use of the route of airlift to China.**

In consequence of this reasoning and in view of the limited
resources available, the Joint Planning Staff outlined the objects of
operations in Burma which were:

“(@) To cover as far as possible the development of the air
supply route from Dinjan to Kunming with a view to:

() maintaining a American air force in China,
(1) increasing the flow of supplies to China.

“(b) To contain and wear down Japanese land and particularly
air forces in Burma. )

“(e) To encourage the Chinese and prevent large scale opera-
tions against them in Yunnan. .

“(d) To give battle experience to land forces.”**

To achieve these ob]ccts, they suggested the following course
of action:

“(a) In view of the superiority of the Japanese in the jungle
country and the impossibility of staging more than limit-
ed land operations into Northern Burma, except at the
expense of airfield construction, we should give pnonty in
the allocation of available resources to improving the air
transport route into China with a view to mamtaxmng a
larger American air force in China and increasing sup-
plies to China.

“(b) Land and seaborne operations based on India should be
designed to provide some protection for the air transport
route into China, to contain and wear down the Japanese
and to give battle training to our troops. These opera-
tions should be: _

(1) An advance from Imphal in December 1943 by up to
three divisions plus one Long Range Penetration
Group, the forces to be withdrawn on approach of the
monsoon.

() A concurrent advance from Ledo by Chinese troops
(or British if the Chinese refuse) but only if there is

" I!nd para 17,
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no resultant interference with the dcvelopment of
airfields and tion facilities.
() The capture of Akyab in December 1943.
(v) The subsequent capture of Ramree Island if sufficient
- assault craft survive and the necessary shipping can
be made available.”*’

Thus the Joint Planning Staff. of the War Cabinet definitely
ruled out the attack on Rangoon both by seaborne and land opera-
tions. As a corollary to that, operations against Taungup and
Bassein which were subsidiary to the advance on Rangoon were also
tions down the Arakan coast also were not
to be pursued, and the measure of land opcrauons in Upper Burma
was also reduced, because the only purpose in view was to facilitate

air transport to China. The operations against Andamans or assault -

on north Sumatra followed by a landing on Malaya, as advocated
by Field Marshal Wavell, were also considered either of little value
or quite beyond the resources in 1943-44. The operations assented
to by them were more for morale purposes and soothing the Chinese
than for the object of defeating Japan, which was deemed to be im-
practicable by action in Burma alone. There was a growing realisa-
tion that defeat of Japan would come only by action taken from the
Russian mainland or by a “hopping” operation in the Pacific. This
strategy, therefore, minimised the importance of Burma and lessened
the importance of British offensive action there in the ultimate liqui-
dation of Japan.

Operation instructions issued in June reflected this mood. In
modification of the instruction of 31 March 1943, General Giffard
was assigned a limited task, and that too only for the period during
the monsoon. Instructions for action after the monsoon were to
be given later.

Thus ended fruitlessly the earlier attempts under Field Marshal
Wavell to plan offensive action for the recapture of the whole of
Burma. The plan was strategically feasible but it involved utilisa-

_tion of resources which could be ill- at the moment. More-
over, it did not integrate well with the general strategy for the ulti-
mate defeat of Japan, which, it was then assumed, would be effected
by action in the Pacific. In pursuit of short cuts to victory, the
ambitious plan of the reconquest of Burma in one season was set
aside as impracticable. As long as the sole objective of the United
Nations in Burma theatre was to assist the Chinese war effort, there
was the least possibility of such comprehensive plans of freeing the
Indian frontier from Japanese incubus being entertained.

General Sir Claude ]. E. Auchinleck was appointed the
Commander-in-Chief in India on 20 June 1943, in succession to Field

*7 Ibid, para 36.
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Marshal Wavel. A little later, at the Quebec Conference in August
1943, a decision was taken to set up a new South-East Asia Command
with Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten as the Supreme Allied Com-
mander. But it was not till November 1943 that the new Command
started functioning. Hence the reaponmblhty for continuing the
planning of future operations and executing them during the
monsoon of 1943 remained with the India Command. The earlier
attempts to capture Akyab and establish forces on the line of the
Chindwin river between Kalewa and Sittaung had failed, and the
forces had retreated to their original positions.** This setback had
greatly affected the morale of the army. Tactics of frontal attack,
lack of training in jungle warfare and undeveloped lines of communi-
cation had been responsible for the failure. It was, therefore,
essential, before fresh offensive might be taken up, that these defi-
ciencies should be remedied. But the physical factors and the
necessary time-lag involved in engineering operations made rapid
progress impracticable, and it was found that the necessities of main-
tenance still limited the scope of offensive operations in the winter
of 1943-44. This factor accounts for the very limited character of
the operations planned by the India Command, prior to the institu-
tion of the South-East Asia Command.

The Washington Conference of the Combined Chiefs of Staff,
in May 1943, had determined certain priorities and outlined the
scope of operations for the India Command. The basic objective of
the Allies, in so far as the Eastern Theatre was concerned, was to
maintain and extend unremitting pressure against the Japanese and
to render utmost assistance to China in order to keep her in the war.
For this purpose first priority was given to increasing the air trans-
portation route to China to a monthly capacity of 10,000 tons (later
20,000 tons). All operations in Burma were conditioned by this fact
of devoting energies and resources to the building up of the air route
to China.

General Auchinleck reviewed the position in the light of the
examination by the Joint Planning Staff and communicated his views
to the Chiefs of Staff, in his telegram dated 2 July 1943.

The Joint Planning Staff had rightly held the view that “depth
of advance must be governed by maintenance position and thus by
construction of all-weather roads”.** All operations except those in
Arakan dcpended on the Assam line of communication, which,
apart from meeting military requirements, had also to bear the load
of jute and tea traffic in which his Majesty’s Government were keenly

5 For details see Arakan Operations, Historical Section.
% Telegram No. 58353/COS, dated 2-7-43, from Armindia to Air Ministry
ﬁx. No. 1 to despatch by General Sir Claude] E. Auchinleck, 21 June 1943 to

1943),
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interested. Air operations against Burma and the increasing load
- of air ferry to China further added to the weight of burden on that
line of communication. The India Command desired air opera-
tions to continue, particularly those pertaining to a sustained bomb-
ing offensive against strategic objectives. For land operations it was

laid down that “only those areas served by all-weather roads, can
be permanently occupied”.** Hence, for the winter of 1943-44, the

defined aim was “to reduce gap between our all-weather line of
communication and ent road system in Burma, distance
which could be covered in dry season of 44/45. This can be done if

all-weather road can be extended to Sittaung and Kalemyo in

Burma.”®* On this basis plans during 1943-44 were:

“(a) Chinese from Yunnan: offensive operations with object
containing and destroying maximum Japanese forces and
improving position with a view to continuing operations

" 44/55.

“(b) Chinese from Ledo: to advance as far towards Myitkyina
as subsequent maintenance will permit.

“(c) British forces on Chindwin: offensive operations with up
to three divisions and L.R.P. brigade with object pushing
forward all-weather road construction to Sittaung and
Kalemyo and maintaining forces covering road-head
throughout the subsequent monsoon.”**

Emphasis was at the same time laid on operations in Arakan.
The capture of Akyab was deemed to be of “utmost importance”
which would be effected by two assault brigades in the first flight and
a third as a follow-up. This was to be supported by “maximum
scale air bombardment and fire cover from naval forces”.** Use of
fighter squadrons and carrier borne aircraft was also essential for
the success of this effort. To ensure success it was necessary to em-
ploy land forces up to two divisions simultaneously on the Arakan
coast and one Long Range Penetration Group in the Kaladan river
area.
Capture of Ramree Island was also considered but it was felt
that, owing to the shortage of shipping, a period of three or four
months must intervene between the two amphibious operations. For
that operation a force of two assault brigades and one built-up division
would be required, besides the employment of Long Range Penetra-
tion Brigade on the mainland. The Joint Planning Staff attached
great importance to the operations on the Arakan coast because,
owing to the limitations of Assam line of communication, operations
in Upper Burma in any depth would not proceed and because capture

.'M. .
*! Ibid.

Ibid.,
* Ibid.
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of Akyab was so closely associated with prestige and morale. Hence
they desired that sufficient resources should be allotted for this
operation to assure success. The earliest when the assault could
proceed was January 1944. But prior to that and subsequent to the
monsoon, operations from Imphal and from Ledo might commence
for which necessary forces were available. On these lines General
Auchinleck had issued instructions to the Eastern Army to complete
their plans and do the provisioning. ;

Before preparations were  effective, serious floods in Bengal
affected the lines of communication and it was apprehended that
excessive deficiencies would occur in the maintenance programme.
It became necessary therefore to reconsider the plan of operations.
General Auchinleck in a telegram to the Chiefs of Staff discussed
the effects of the deficiencies on various operations. It is clear from
his communication that there was no early prospect of operations
in Upper Burma and that he was inclined to give preference to the
operations on the Arakan coast, particularly the land operations
for the capture of Akyab, as it did not appear practicable to execute
the amphibious operations against that island. But even such a
limited programme of offensive action was likely to militate against
effective prosecution of the development of airfields in Bengal and
Assam. Priority had been assigned to air operations by the
Washington Conference. Hence the Commander-in-Chief, on the
advice of Air Commanding-in-Chief, was prepared to put off opera-
tions both land and amphibious (‘Cudgel’ and Bullfrog’) on the
Arakan coast and devote all energies to air development. In con-
clusion he wrote: “Fully appreciate pressure which is being brought
to bear on you in favour of starting large-scale offensive operations
against Burma this coming winter and believe you are fully aware
of the disadvantages of this course. But the course of planning for
even the limited operation included in “Champion” (exploitation
of land advance in Burma) has brought me to the conclusion that
the best military course would be to avoid wasting effort on this un-
profitable objective and to concentrate on supply to China by air at
the same time increasing and conserving the strength of India and
preparing resources for ‘Culverin’ (operations for the capture of
north Sumatra) next winter. Preparations for ‘Culverin’ would
enable us to bring training of troops to high standard. If ‘Culverin’
were definitely decided for 1944/45 it would be desirable to divert
resources from “Bullfrog” (amphibious operations for the capture of
Akyab) to ‘Buccaneer’ (operations against Andaman Islands) in the
late spring of 1944.”%

4 Tel No. 65566/COS, dated 13-8-43, from Armindia to Air Ministry
Appendix No. 2, to despatch by General Sir Claude J. E. Auchinleck, 21 June to
5 November 1943). :
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General Auchinleck had to suggest this course in view of the
priority which was given by the United Nations to the support of
China and air development. But on a fuller examination of the
situation arising out of the floods, the Eastern Army prepared an
Outline Plan for limited offensive in Arakan and holding up action
on the Assam front. It was based on the principle that “the adop-
tion of a purely defensive military and air policy on either Corps
front is highly undesirable. In both areas (Arakan and Assam) such

an attitude would considerably encourage the Japanese and invite -

him to attack us, with all the attendant advantages of the loss of

“initiative to us. It would be bad for the morale of all our forces,

military and air, and for all the irregular forces at present helping
us. It would be bad for public opinion.”** Hence, keeping fully
in view the relative limitations of maintenance on the two fronts, the
Eastern Army decided on giving preference to operations in Arakan.
Their basic policy was to provide, first, for all essential resources for
the XV Corps operations in Arakan and then to allot available
resources for any operations, offensive and defensive, on the IV
Corps front. They also realised the dearth of airfields in the IV
Corps area and accepted as a priority requirement the development
of temporary strips in the Imphal and Tamu areas. Taking these
factors into consideration their conclusion was that “while we may
be forced upon the defensive on IV Corps front by adverse adminis-
trative conditions there will still remain a minimum target for
operations in this area which we should accept and make possible”.**
For the other front, they decided on the “earlier offensive n

to gain and maintain the initiative”.*” Air Force action was to be
directed towards “the destruction of enemy lines of communication
in the Arakan front”.** :

This Outline Plan (Bigot) of 25 August 1943 took full account
of the possibilities of Japanese offensive. The appreciation was based
on the Japanese strength of four divisions, which might not be
adequate for any major offensive without reinforcement. But such
reinforcement was practicable, hence offensive operations might be
undertaken, which were arranged according to their priority as
“northwards in the Arakan, in the Chin Hills, or towards the Digboi-
Ledo-Margherita area. The first two might be undertaken simul-
taneously.”** It was also likely that even without offensive re-
inforcements, the Japanese would launch limited offensives in these
areas, as soon as weather improved. From this appreciation natural-

“HQ Eastern Army and Air HQ Bengal Outli Plan No. 2: Operati
1943-44, datedZSAuguszlﬂS, page l.Qpan ,FileNon.cl? 46. o .-
::gg.pams. .
o , para 6.

© Ibid, para 7.
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ly followed the necessity of undertaking offensive operations, parti-
ctxhrlyintheArahan,forbythntmthed&enccofthe
tiers would be ensured. T
fmth:ry comprehensive calculations were made of the available
resources in men and material and their disposition between the two
fronts. On the XV Corps front, for offensive operations, a force was
to be employed “to overcome the prepared Japanese def.enfﬁs on the
Mayu peninsula”,”® while another “strong striking force”™ was to
be used “on the Kaladan River in order to widen the front of
operations and to protect our left flank“."™
tions on this front might commence before 15 January
1944. On the other front the minimum targets were defined as

follows: !
“(a) To forestall the Japanese on the west bank ?f the Chind-
win river as early as the weather will permit.
“(b) To recapture the stockades area and drive the Japanese
from the Chin Hills. : _ _
“(c) To carry out raids with limited objectives not involving
an extension of maintetnance organisation.
“(d) To bluff the Japanese into believing that we intend a large
scale operation in this area.” ! -

For these objectives a force of three divisions was required. The
Long Range Penetration Groups were to be used, one on the v
Corps front and the other in the country between the Chindwin and
Kaladan rivers.

The Quebec Conference of the Chiefs of Staff, in August 1943,
modified the basis of operational planning in India. Whereas the
Washington Conference had laid emphasis mainly on the air ferry
to China, the Quebec decision gave “first priority to the land and air

operations which would be necessary to establish land communica--

tions with China.” It was of course not the intention to adopt the
new course in supersession of the earlier objective, for even the
Quebec Conference “decided to continue to build up and increase
the air routes and air supplies to China and to develop the resources
of that country”,* primarily to intensify operations against Japan.
The Quebec decisions also directed preparations to be continued
“for an amphibious operation in the spring of 1944”."* Instructions
were issued to study future plans for all these operations. The
Quebec decisions brought to view the possibility of a major enterprise

" Ibid, 7, para 39(a)(i).
i, para. 39(a)(i.
* General Sir Claude J. E. Auchinleck’s Despatch for the period 21 June to
15 h!iomlwba 1943, p. 2, para 3.

Ibid, page 7.
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The original plan of the Chinese forces in Burma had been to
withdraw on Katha and Myitkyina. But when, towards the end of
April, it had become apparent that Bhamo and Myitkyina were
threatened by the Japanese advance through the Shan States, this
plan had been modified to the extent that the Chinese Fifth Army
would make for India. The 22nd and g6th Divisions of this army
marched towards India via the Hukawng Valley, but the 38th Divi-
sion took a different route and had come to the Chindwin from
Wauntho after crossing the hills. It reached the Chindwin at Paung-
byin, north-east of Tamu, and crossed the river (less 113th Regiment)
on 11 May reaching Imphal on 24 May. The 113th Regiment
which formed the rearguard, however, could not cross as it met a
Japanese force going up the river and was thus cut off on its east
bank. It however managed to slip across the river on the night of
30/31 May at Naungsankyin and rejoined the 38th Division, north
of Imphal on g June. Subsequently, reports began to be received at
the 23rd Indian Division’s headquarters that the Japanese were
gradually vacating Homalin.

Earlier, in May, when the Japanese build-up at Homalin was not
known, the commander of the 23rd Indian Division had considered
the Shenam-Tamu road as more important strategically, since the
Japanese might invade India by that road. The 1st Indian Infantry
Brigade had, therefore, been ordered to hold the Shenam position,
and it was told that “there will be NO withdrawal from that
position”.” When it was learnt that the Japanese were holding
Homalin in strength, the road Homalin-Ukhrul-Imphal assumed
greater importance and forces were re-deployed accordingly. The
rains had, however, made this road impassable for mechanical trans-
port, and work was thereupon started to improve it. There was a
detachment of the 23rd Indian Division at Ukhrul, and if it was to be
maintained efficiently or strengthened, the road between Ukhrul and
Imphal had to receive the highest priority. In the words of the
Divisional Commander, Major-General R. A. Savory, “unless work
is begun at once, it may be too late”.®

The Japanese however had no intention of making any offensive
movement at this time, and by the middle of June reports began
to come in at the 23rd Indian Division's headquarters that the
Japanese were leaving Homalin. Actually, they had started moving
southwards from Homalin in the first week of June, though the
Indian Division came to know of it only on 16 June. During that
month the Japanese continued to withdraw from their northerly
positions, and by 25 June, Ya-nan (south of Tamu) and Yuwa and

"The 23rd Ind. Div. Op. Instn. No. 4 dated 25 May.
* Major-Gen. Savory’s communication to IV Corps, 3 ft,me 1942,
*23 Div. Sitrep, 16 June.
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Pantha on the Chindwin river, were known to have been
vacated by them, and on 26 June, Sittaung was also reported
unoccupied.”” Thus by the end of June, practically all Japanese
forces on the east bank of the Chindwin from Kalewa to Homalin
had withdrawn and most of them were reported to have gone
eastwards towards Indaw and Mandalay."" The traffic on the river
had also ceased and it became evident that the idea of invading
India had been, at least for the time being, given up by the Japanese.
The reasons for this general withdrawal*in this area were not clear
but the following three possibilities may account fo.r it:—

()) The Japanese were unable to face the bombing by the Royal
Air Force. In June, Homalin and the traffic on the river had been
bombed from the air, and the Japanese had shown themselves “dis-
tinctly bomb-shy”. The river traffic had been largely disrupted and
many refugees had escaped owing to the fact that their Japanese

took to their heels at the approach of the Royal Air Force
planes, leaving their prisoners to fend for themselves.

(i) Perhaps the Japanese wished to employ all available forces
to knock China out of the war, and knew that the Indo-British
forces would not be able to start an offensive across the Chindwin.

(#7) The unhealthiness of the climate in the Chindwin area at
this time of the year. _ '

However, the Japanese own accounts give a diﬁermt.rcaaon.
namely that they did not wish to invade India as it was likely to
arouse ill-feeling against the Japanese among the Indian masses.

The fact of the Japanese withdrawal, however, did not lull the
Indian troops into a sense of security, and they continued to patrol
and push forward their advanced positions, so that by the end of
June they were dominating the jungle and the ‘no mans land’ up to
the river."* Moreover these troops were strengthened by the arrival
of the other brigades of the 23rd Indian Division as also by anti-
aircraft and anti-tank artillery.

Another notable feature of the activities in the month of June
was the improvement in the relations between the Indo-British troops
and the local inhabitants. In May there had been some ‘incidents’
between the troops and the Nagas which had led to ill-feelings.
Moreover, at that time the prestige of Japan was high in the eyes
of the local people, some of whom were unwilling to co-operate with
the ‘losing’ side. In fact some local and hostile Burmese actually
signalled the movements of the Allied troops to the Japanese across

* Ibid, 25 & 26 June.

1 Resume of sltui'tion in the 23 Div. Area during the month of June 1942.

1* Patrols and detachments had often to be supplied by air as the country
was flooded and traffic by road was impossible. Wireless transmitters were also
affected by the weather and in some cases news was brought to headquarters by
swimmers. :
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the river by “yodelling™."* But gradually, as a result of the Japanese
failure to follow up the retreat of the Burma Army, and the appear-
ance of the Royal Air Force planes in the sky, the attitude of the
local population, both in the hills and in the Manipur plain, began
to change. Another factor which probably led to the improvement
of relations between the troops and the people was the fact that large
amounts of money were being spent by the military which enabled
the merchants to reap good profits. .

After the withdrawal of the Japanese from Homalin and other
places on the east bank of the Chindwin, the centre of interest on the
river front shifted to Kalewa and Kalemyo in July. From there
the Japanese announced their intention of attacking the Chin Hills.
They began to reinforce the Kalemyo garrison with men, artillery,
machine-guns and mules. Some bridging material was also brought
in. Moreover, the Japanese issued some pamphlets to the local
inhabitants in which the intention to attack the Chin Hills was
declared. This had a bad effect on the morale of the Chin Levies
who, despairing of any Allied support in the form of regular troops,
and afraid of Japanese reprisals if they resisted, began to petition
through their Chiefs for permission to return home. Meanwhile the
Royal Air Force carried out heavy bombing and machine-gunning
of Kalemyo, and this probably had a salutary effect on the morale of
the local population and the Levies.

Up to 10 July no Japanese attack had developed, but it was
reported that Fort White and Falam were their first objectives.
Kalemyo to Fort White was an easy march of twenty-six miles
though it entailed a climb of 6,000 feet and the crossing of numerous
mountain streams on the way. Reinforcements for an expedition
against Fort White could be sent from Kalewa. Falam was twenty-
five miles south of Fort White. The report of a mixed Japanese
force due at Gangaw on 5 July suggested that the advance on Falam
was intended from that direction. Tiddim, which was in Allied
hands, could also be threatened from Fort White.

To counter this threat the 49th Indian Infantry Brigade was
ordered on 7 July to send a company of regular troops to
Shuganu from where it was to move down to Mombi, to gain
touch with “our forces” at Tiddim or “to find the enemy and
keep him under constant observation, if he had meanwhile
occupied Tiddim”."*

Meanwhile aerial activity over Kalemyo was intensified and, on
7 July, Blenheims and Mohawks bombed and machine-gunned the
town and the police lines several times, the Mohawks going as low as
100 feet to machine-gun from the air. Kalemyo and other places
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in the month of October.*” This was evidently a preliminary to
the attack on Tiddim road and Fort White. :

On the night of 12/13 November, two platoons of Japanese
troops made an attack, under cover of darkness, on Point 6531 in
the Vaona area. This point was held by. one platoon of the B
Company of 1/16 Punjab. The attack was beaten back with heavy
casualties. Later in the morning of 13 November, the Japanese put
in another attack but were again repulsed. Their casualties in
these two attacks were estimated at 4o, including one officer. The
Punjabi platoon holding this outpost was reinforced during the day.

- The Japanese had, however, made this attack on Point 6531 as
a diversion, under cover of which 2 bigger force was moved north-
wards through the jungle to a point east of MS 54, where it lay up
for an attack to be made next day. On 14 November, when the
real attack came, dispositions of the Indian troops were as
follows : —**

The 1/16 Punjab (less two companies) and one company of
1/3 GR were in MS 52 position ; one platoon of B Company of
1/16 Punjab was at Point 6531 plus the platoon which had
repulsed the Japanese there on 13 November; and one platoon
of 1/16 Punjab was at MS 54. The 1/10 GR was at Kennedy Peak,
1/3 GR (less one company) and a section of the mountain artillery
at Fort White. The detailed dispositions are as shown in the
map on page 83.

At about 2300 hours on the night of 13/14 November, the
guerilla section near MS 354 reported that the Japanese were
digging in there, and a little later at about 2345 hours the
attack on MS 54 position began. This post was normally held
by two platoons but their effective strength at this time was
that of only one full platoon. It had been agreed earlier on
the evening of 14 November, that 1/10 GR at Kennedy Peak
would come to the help of the Punjabi platoon at MS 34 if the latter
were attacked, and would counter-attack the Japanese. If help
was needed by the platoon at MS 54 it was to fire two red
Verey lights.

The Japanese force which attacked this platoon was estimated
at between two hundred to four hundred, but the small Indian
force gallantly held out and repulsed the first attack. After a
couple of hours the second attack also came and the defenders,
being hard pressed, fired two red Verey lights, calling for counter-
attack by 1/10 GR.** The 1/16 Punjab Headquarters who saw the

*“ These strong points were at Vownalu, Pimpi and Dolluang.
! Telegraphic message from IV Corps to Fourteenth Army, l§ November 1942,
i ‘&Re;&ggts y Offg. Comde., 1/16 Punjab, on the action at MS 54 and MS 52.
e 0. 8

e

Admiral the Lord Louis Mountbatten of Burma
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signal for help go up in the sky confirmed it to 1/10 GR by

telephone. However, no help came from the Gurkhas, but the

defenders continued to resist as best they could. “The night wore

on, no help came, the post hung on until the last round of ammuni-

tion had been fired” when the men were ordered to withdraw, and

covered their getaway by charging the Japanese with the bayonet.*
' « However, only a few survived to tell the tale.

14 November

The Japanese column then moved south towards the position
held by the B Company of 1/3 GR at about o530 hours. Some
officers standing on the high ground on the north-west of the B
Company’s positions saw about 100 to 200 men approaching through
the jungle. In the semi-darkness they were first taken to be Gur-
khas, but a few minutes later they fired a few tracer rounds towards

General SEPh S 80 the high ground which revealed that they were Japanese. The
cpuly supreme /£ - ’ - . ..
) 11mﬁr_|(cr_l sEAC. Gurkhas who were holding the positions on the lower western slopes

of the ridge were, therefore, ordered to move up as otherwise they
were in danger of being cut off. This, however, could not be done
on account of the speed of the Japanese advance. Instead, two
reserve sections of the Gurkhas were moved down to the lower
slopes to reinforce the section already there.

At about o345 hours the Japanese attacked by coming up the
ridge from the south-east. Their western flank was covered by
light-machine-guns and they advanced in extended order, in quick
time, firing from the hip. As they advanced they were met by fire
from the few prepared positions. But such positions were so few—
the Gurkhas had not dug in—that most of the soldiers had to take
up improvised positions behind the trees from where they returned
the Japanese fire. But the Japanese, being reinforced, came up in
close-packed waves and continued to attack in spite of suffering
casualties. Within half an hour the Gurkha positions were overrun
by sheer weight of numbers and the Gurkhas were driven back
towards the battalion headquarters to the south-east of the jungle.
A company post also fell in the same sweep. Meanwhile two
platoons of C Company—to the south-west of the battalion head-
quarters, arrived and joined the remainder of the B Company, 1/3
GR. This combined force attempted to drive into the jungle, but
could not penetrate far and was soon brought to a stop by Japanese
fire.

Simultaneously, the battalion headquarters and the mess area
were also attacked. In a series of suicidal charges, the Japanese
overran the headquarters area and were soon in occupation of the
B Company’s Hill, and the headquarters area in considerable force.

'* The Fighting Cock, p. 72.
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Air Chief Marshal
Sir Richard Peirse
Allied Air C-in-C, SEAC
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- These two conflicting views were never really reconciled, but cropped
~ up again and again, as would be seen later on.
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THEATRE PLANNING

Offensive operations for their success demanded the laying
out of broad strategy for the entire theatre. For the campaigning
season of 1943-44 plans had been tentatively prepared at the General’
Headquarters in India. On the formation of the South-East Asia
Command, the planning staff of the India Command was transfer-
red en bloc to the new Command in order to ensure continuity of
planning and to avoid delay. All Allied resources in the theatre
were to be utilised for the impending offensive. Apart from the
British and Indian troops, large numbers of Chinese troops were
also present in India. Many had sought refuge in India after the
Japanese conquest of Burma where they were operating in 1942
under Lieut-General Stilwell. And 13000 Chinese troops had been
transported by air from China to India, from October 1942 to
December 1942, in order to bring up the total of Chinese troops in
India to two divisions.”* These troops were under the direct com-
mand of Lieut-General Stilwell and had received intensive training
under American instructors at Ramgarh in Bihar. Moreover, there
was also available a brigade of American troops under Brigadier-
General Merrill. Trained on the lines of the British Commandos,
they were capable of operating deep into the jungle and proved very
useful later on in General Stilwell’s advance on Myitkyina.

In broad terms, the South-East Asia Command envisaged two
divergent lines of advance which may be called the “overland
strategy” and the “naval approach” respectively. The aim of both
was to open a supply route to China, but their respective advocates
were divided substantially in the mode of execution.® As desired
by Mr. Churchill, the Supreme Allied Commander, South-East Asia,
and most of his staff preferred the ‘naval approach’. They proposed
to capture the Andaman Islands, then Northern Sumatra, then the
Bangkok area, and finally a port in China itself, “where one Liberty
ship could bring in at least as many supplies as could be taken by
road into China in a month”. General Stilwell, on the other hand,
supported by the Combined Chiefs of Staff in Washington, favoured
an attack on North Burma and the reopening of old Burma Road,
connected to Assam by the Ledo Road. He considered the ‘naval
approach’ a detour, if not actually a red herring across the track.

*Fuller: The Second World War, 193945, p. 210. :

'* Stilwell Papers, edited by Theodore White (Williaj Sloane Associates, Iné.,
New York 1948).

Admiral Leahy: I Was There (Victor Gollanz Ltd., London, 1950).

It should be noted, however, that Major General Wademeyer, an American,
supported Mountbatten's strategy.

General Sir George Giffard
Commander 11th Army Group

Lieut.-General
(later Field-Marshal)
Sir William Slim
G.0.C.-in-C Fourteenth Army
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The Supreme Allied Commander had been given two main
tasks to perform.'* Firstly, he was required to engage the Japanese
forces as closely and as continuously as possible, in order to reduce
their strength, particularly in the air, by attrition. Secondly, he
was told to maintain and improve the supply lines to China.
Capacity of their air ferry route was to be increased, and operations
were to be undertaken for clearing North Burma of the Japanese, so
that ground convoys might reach China from Assam by the Ledo
and the Burma roads. This required an Allied advance in North
Burma and the recapture of the area up to and including Bhamo.

For a long period, however, the South-East Asia Command
failed to arrive at any definite plan of operations and one plan after
another was being dropped for lack of resources, particularly land-
ing craft. The first plan to fall through was worked out in October
1943. Named “Culverin”, it envisaged an amphibious operation
against Northern Sumatra. But the plan required more resources
than were then available in the theatre, and when the Combined
Chiefs of Staff decided that further resources would not be sent to
Lord Mountbatten, the plan had to be dropped at the end of
October 1943. Next, working on the basis of only the existing
resources in the theatre, the planning staff suggested seven separate
but related operations, as follows': —

(@) The capture of the Andaman Islands by amphibious
assault by the XXXIII Corps, with naval and air support,
as the first step towards an assault on Sumatra, or the
Kra Isthmus (in Malaya Peninsula) to enable the Allied
aircraft to attack Japanese shipping in the Malacca
Straits and the Gulf of Siam.

(b) On the Arakan front, an advance by the XV Corps,
supported by the 224 Group, Royal Air Force, and by
naval coastal forces, along the Mayu Peninsula for the
eventual capture of Akyab Island with amphibious forces.

(¢) On the Central, or Imphal Front, an advance by the IV
Corps, supported by the 221 Group, Royal Air Force,
up to and across the Chindwin river. This operation,
together with the thrust towards Akyab, was designed to
draw up the Japanese reserves and thus facilitate the
capture of North Burma. ,

(d) In North Burma, an advance by Lieut-General Stilwell’s
Chinese army in India, supported by the Northern Air
Sector Force, down the Hukawng Valley to the

Lieut.-General
Sir Geoffrey Scoones
Commander IV Corps

Lieut.-General
Sir Montagu Stopford
Commander XXXIII Corps
- " Directive dated 23 October 1943 from Prime Minister of United Kingdom to
Supreme Allied Commander, South-East Asia Command ; Mountbatten’s Report to
Combined Chiefs of Staff, appendix C.
'* Mountbatten’s Report, p. 27. L i

10




146 THE RECONQUEST OF BURMA

Myitkyina—Mogaung area. This operation was to clear
the track for the Ledo Road, and then, in co-operation
with the Chinese advance from Yunnan along the Burma
Road and the operations of Major-General Wingate's
Special Force, to capture North Burma.

(¢) An advance by the Chinese Expeditionary Force
supported by the 14th United States Air Force from

Paoshan in Yunnan to Bhamo and Lashio, to secure the

China end of the Ledo Road. s S
rations in support of (d) and (e) by the Special Force

e (l)lgf:ler Wingate, E;{::.oppomzt(i by No. 1 Air Commando and
the 3rd Tactical Air Force. .

(g) The capture of Indaw airfield by the gsoth Indian
Parachute Brigade and the subsequent fly-in by Troop
Carrier Command of the 26th Indian Division, which
‘would hold the town till Lieut-General Stilwell’s forces
reached and relieved the division.

These plans were presented before the Allied war-leaders at the

Cairo Conference in the last week of November 1943 and were
approved. But in the Teheran Conference, following in}mediately
after, Marshal Stalin pressed strongly for the early opening of the
Second Front in Western Europe, and consequently, on 7 ]?ecember
1943, more than half of the existing amphibious resources in South-
East Asia Command were withdrawn to Europe by the Combined
Chiefs of Staff. The remaining assault craft and other resources
were so grossly insufficient for the capture of the Andaman Island?
that the plan had to be dropped. But Generalissimo Chiang Kai-
shek had consented to move the Chinese Expeditionary Force from
Yunnan on the condition that the Supreme Allied Commander,
South-East Asia, would carry out an amphibious operation at l.:he
same time. Therefore, to fulfil the letter of the agreement with
the Chinese leader, it was planned to stage an amphibious assault
against Akyab. But the Generalissimo asserted that the agreement
with him had been broken, and so the Chinese advance from Yunn:f.n
would not take place. On this, the airborne assault on Indaw air-
field had to be cancelled, for it had neither any significance nor
reasonable chance of success if the Yunnan Force did not advance.
For a while, planning of “Pigstick”, the amphibious assault on
Akyab, went forward, but on 7 January 1944, that too was cancelled
on the orders of the Chief of Staff.’* The thirst of the European

theatre for landing craft was insatiable, and since the Yunnan Force

would not advance in any case, it was considered that all the
remaining landing craft too should be sent to the Mediterranean.

L}

1 Mountbatten’s Report p. 30.
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~ As a result of these developments, only four out of the original
seven plans were left for the South-East Asia Command to execute,
viz. the thrust along the Mayu Peninsula, the limited advance from
Imphal to the Chindwin, Lieut-General Stilwell’s advance from
Ledo towards Myitkyina, and the Special Force operations. It was
feared that if the Japanese stayed and devoted their resources
simply to wear down the attacking Allied troops, progress would be
very slow and no radical improvement in the situation would occur
in 1944. As it happened, the Japanese undertook an offensive gamble
of their own, and when they lost it, Allied advance was facilitated.
The Yunnan Force also advanced ultimately and helped to clear
North Burma of the Japanese, but all this was still in the womb of
time in the anxious days of December 1943.

A last attempt was made by the South-East Asia Command,
carly in 1944, to obtain sanction for the “naval approach”, as against
the “overland strategy”. On 8 January 1944, the Supreme Allied
Commander, South-East Asia, telegraphed to the Chiefs of Staff,
giving his considered opinion in favour of an amphibious assault on
Sumatra and thereby opening a port on the China coast to supply the
Chinese armies. He argued that the Ledo Raod would not be safe
till the whole of Burma was cleared of the Japanese, and in that
case the old Burma Road would become available again.’” Fighting
for or constructing the Ledo Road, therefore, would prove a waste
of effort. On the other hand, the defeat of Germany, then expected
to come about by the end of 1944, would release considerable
amphibious craft which might then be used to implement the
“naval approach” and to capture one of the Chinese sea-ports. To
press these views before the Chiefs of Staff the “Axiom” Mission was
sent td London and Washington on § February 1944. But Lieut-
General Stilwell was vehemently opposed to this strategy and sent
another mission to Washington without informing the Supreme
Allied Commander, South-East Asia. The Combined Chiefs of
Staff, again, decided in favour of the “overland strategy”, and the
“Axiom” Mission had to report failure on its return.’* After this
there was no doubt left that the South-East Asia Command had to
devote its major effort to the reconquest of Burma by land. Endless
discussions and dark uncertainties were over at last. The Supreme
Allied Commander was left with a clear objective before him, and
a firm estimate of the resources assigned to him to attain it.

By the end of 1943, final arrangements were practically com- "

pleted for the offensive against Burma. A new Command had been

'"In_this conclusion, Mountbatten was completely vindicated by the actual
course of events in 1944-45,
' The Axiom Mission was headed b Major-General Wedemeyer of the U.S.

.Ap'rfnrg; cl;?o was one of the very few ican officers supporting the “naval
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17th Indian Division (48th Indian Infantry Brigade and 63rd
Indian Infantry Brigade);

20th Indian Division (less 32nd Indian Infantry Brigade,
which joined at the end of November 1943) ;

23rd Indian Division ;

Chin Hills Battalion and Levies.

In addition, the following troops in India were assigned to the
South-East Asia Command and were available as a strategic reserve
for reinforcing any front as required: —

Headquarters, XXXIII Corps, commanded by Lieut-General
Stopford ;
and British Division ; ; '
1gth Indian Division (later substituted by the 25th Indian
Division) ;
- 36th Indian Division ;

Special Force—later renamed the 3rd Indian Division, com-

prising the 14th, 16th and 23rd Infantry Brigades, the
77th and 111th Indian Infantry Brigades, and the 3rd (West
African) Infantry Brigade ; ‘
soth Indian Tank Brigade ; ]
ard Special Service Brigade (the sth Commando and 44th
Royal Marine Commando). _

Of the forces placed under the IV Corps, the Chin Hills Battalion
and Levies were already operating in the Chin Hills area against
Falam and Haka in November 1943. The 63rd Indian Infantry
Brigade of the 17th Indian Division was at Tiddim and the 8oth
Indian Infantry Brigade of the 20th Indian Division was at Tamu,
both being in contact with the Japanese. The rest were in Corps
reserve.* _

The Japanese forces were organised under a Burma Area Army
with its headquarters at Rangoon. Under the Area Army was
placed the Fifteenth Army with its headquarters at Maymyo and
responsible for the defence of Central and North Burma.® The
Fifteenth Army, formed on 12-13 November 1941 at Osaka in Japan,
had been fighting in Burma since the very beginning and included
veteran units like the 33rd and s55th Divisions.* In November 1943,
the Fifteenth Army was composed of the 18th Division at Myitkyina,

315t Division at Wuntho, 33rd Division'at Thetkegyin and 356th

Division at Mangshih.* The 18th Division was opposing the
advance of the American and Chinese troops in the Northern Com-
bat Area Command, while the 56th Division was facing the Chinese

* Ibid. B
* Mountbatten’s Report, ma;» A, p. 243 :

* Hi of the Japanese 15th Army ; File No. 7720,
 Mountbatten’s t, chart I, p. 242.
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armies in Yunnan. The 315t Division was in Central Burma, and
only the troops of the 33rd Division were actually manning the
front line outposts, strung out from Haka to Kalemyo and Sittaung.
These were no heavily-manned continuous front lines ; instead, the
opposing forces held strong-points and outposts and actual tactical
contact was made by continuous patrolling of the intervening hills
and jungles.

PLANS

During the period from November 1943 to February 1944, both
the Allies and the Japanese were primarily engaged in preparing
their respective plans for the major offensive in the spring of 1944.
The Japanese were busy working out the detailed plans for their
all-out attack against Imphal and Kohima. The Allies were final-
ising the main strategy for the South-East Asia Command and
discussing the pros and cons of the “naval approach” and the
“overland strategy”. Hence these months saw only minor opera-
tions and jockeying for position.

The Allies had undoubtedly superior resources for the Central
Front, which, if they could be brought to bear on the front line,
would have facilitated advance. But General Giffard held that the
line of communications was not adequate for the deployment and
maintenance of the full Allied strength in Imphal or beyond. The
hills between Imphal and Assam were acting as an embankment,
behind which swelled the rising tide of Allied forces. But from this
reservoir of strength only a trickle could reach the front through
the small sluice-gate of the Dimapur—Imphal road. Therefore,
General Giffard initially allotted only the following tasks to the
IV Corps:—*

(@) Clearing the Chin Hills as far as the foothills south-east
of Tiddim.

(b) Dominating the area between the Yu and Chindwin
rivers, south of Tamu—Sittaung road.

(¢) Containing and killing the Japanese in the Kabaw valley
and Atwin Yomas.

(d) Pushing forces across the Chindwin if a favourable

opportunity arose.
These operations had little strategic significance except as a
useful preparation for the major offensive to be launched later on.
At about the same time, the Japanese were completing their
plans for the offensive against Imphal. As a necessary preliminary
the 33rd Division was ordered in October 1943 to advance and
capture the area Falam—Fort White and consolidate its position

* Giffard’s Despatch, op. cit., p. 11.
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there.” Capture of this area was calculated to bring the Japanese
within striking distance of Tiddim and its main line of communi-
cation to Imphal. If the manoeuvre drew forward further troops
from the IV Corps to the Tiddim area, they would be cut off there
when the main Japanese offensive opened and Imphal would be
taken more easily. In the Kabaw Valley, apparently, the Japanese
troops were required only to consolidate their position and to prevent
the Allied troops from collecting intelligence and identifying
Japanese units.

OPERATIONS

On the Central Front, there were two distinct sectors of opera-
tions, viz. the Tiddim sector, and the Tamu sector. The Japanese
offensive subsequently opened a new sector near Ukhrul—Kohima,
but in the autumn and winter of 1943-44 there were few contacts
between the opposing forces north of Tamu. ‘

The Tiddim Sector
During October 1943, the Japanese had stepped up their
activities in the area east and north-east of Falam. One battalion of
the 214th Regiment of the 33rd Division infiltrated south through
the posts of the Chin Levies in small parties and captured Falam,
about 74 miles south of Tiddim by road, on 7 November 1943.
Webula was occupied about the same time by another battalion of
the 214th Regiment, which then linked up with the Falam garrison.
Haka was entered by the Japanese on 11 November 1943, after they
had captured Pioneer Camp, 10 miles to the north of Haka, the -
previous day.* Moreover the Japanese troops had established them-
selves north of this area on the spur overlooking Ngalzang, on
Vownalu, Dolluang and below Monglang. !
To check further advance of the Japanese and to stabilise their
own position, the Indian units were quickly adjusted. The 1st
Battalion of the 4th Gurkha Rifles concentrated along the track
from Kennedy Peak to Dolluang, east of Kennedy Peak. 1/3
Gurkha Rifles dug itself in at Fort White with a company on
Ngalzang spur, and 1/10 Gurkha Rifles held small picquets in the
Tiddim area. Two companies of 1/3 Gurkha Rifles also attacked
the Japanese positions on Ngalzang spur but after heavy fighting
were forced to withdraw. They then took up positions blocking
any possible Japanese move from Ngalzang to the Fort White—
Bamboo Camp road.® After this, the position was stabilised for

" Bulletin No. 240 of South-East Asia Translation and Interrogation Centre
beins translation of Enz mﬁ:oduced by Lt.-Col. Fujiwara Iwaichi.
IV Corps Weekly ce Summaries, Nos. 75-77; HQ IV Corps, “G”
Branch, War Diary for Novc-ber 1943.
'Histcry of 17th Indian Division, ]‘uly 1941 to December 1945, p. 31.
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215th Regiment of the Japanese 33rd Division gttacked 1/3 Gurkha
Rifles on Ngalzang Spur and infiltrated to the road west of the
Gurkha positions. At the same hour, 1/16 Punjab at milestone 22,
on the road between Fort White and Kennedy Peak, reported heavy
Japanese attacks and sought help from 1/10 Gurkha Rifles at
Kennedy Peak. As the day broke on 14 November, confused and
savage fighting continued on the road between milestones 22 and 20,
the Japanese 2:5th Regiment assaulting the 1/16 Punjab and 1/3
Gurkha Rifles positions. By 1340 hours that day, both the positions
were overrun by the Japanese. The Indian and Gurkha troops were
dispersed but re-assembled at Kennedy Peak later in the day. Their
casualties were light while the Japanese had lost many men, but the
vital line of communication to Fort White was cut by them. The
position at Fort White became untenable and was evacuated.

In the Haka-Falam area, the Japanese had carried their initial
advance to a few miles west of the towns, but then the position
stabilised. Outside Haka, the Japanese occupied positions up to
8 miles west, near Klangklang, and 4 miles west of Falam on the
road to Klan. They experienced considerable difficulty in transport-

ing or obtaining supplies in that inhospitable region, and, by early

December 1943, considerably reduced their forces in this area. ; After
capturing Fort White, the Japanese reverted to the defensive for
several months. They busied themselves in digging strong trenches
and fox-holes and consolidating their hold over the newly-won
ground. The milestone 22 was a commanding feature with an
altitude of 8225 feet and dominated the surrounding area. The
Japanese honey-combed it into a formidable stronghold.

On the other side, the Allies built up their strength and prepared
“to push back the Japanese from the vital area of _mllestone 22—Fort
White—Pimpi—Point s151. They carried out vigorous and aggres-

sive patrolling to keep contact with the hostile force and to acquire - '

information. In these innumerable patrol actions, the Indian troops
generally had the better of their opponents. On 28 .Novemb_er 1043,
a more important effort was made to recapture Pimpi and Pou_xt 5151
from the Japanese. At o720 hours that day, 1/4 Gurkha Rifles of

the 63rd Indian Infantry Brigade attacked the positions, which were .
defended by approximately one company supported by six medium -

machi ns. The main Japanese positions were sited on the top
of a ?:g::—loaf hill, and col::;isted of numerous bunkers, a few
snipers on trees and,a barbed wire fence surrounding them.” The
Gurkhas stormed their way some distance into the defended area,
but came under fire from the Japanese mortars and 105-mm

il \ . _
13 War Diary 'of 63rd Indian Infantry Brigade, Situation Reports, 1600 hours,

28 November and 2000 hours 29 < i ; also “Notes on Point 5151-Pimpi opera-

tions, 28 November 1943”, File No. 8763. w1 .
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howitzers from Fort White and Vownalu.  The Japanese held out
in their strong bunkers, and at midday on 28 November 1943, the
Gurkhas started withdrawing. Numerous casualties were inflicted
on the Japanese, but the attack had failed. ;

About the end of November, reports from patrols and forward
observation posts indicated that the Japanese 1/215th Regiment had
withdrawn to Pimpi and Dolluang with a small outpost below
Monglang. The 3/215th Regiment had entered Fort White after
its evacuation by 1/3 Gurkha Rifles and two of its companies then
held milestone 22 and Vaona Ridge, one mile north-west of
Vownalu.'* Another Japanese company had been sent to operate in
the Lophei area, east of Fort White. This company was harassed
and kept on the move by the Allied artillery fire, but finally succeed-
ed in digging itself in firmly on Lophei Spur, from where it shielded
effectively the main Fort White position against direct attack from
the west.

On the Allied side, by the end of November 1943, the 14th
Indian Division had concentrated in the Tiddim area. The 48th
Indian Infantry Brigade took its position 6 miles to the south of
Tiddim,** along with the divisional artillery, except for one battery
of 129 Field Regiment, which was taken to Kennedy Peak on jeep
axles. 7/10 Baluch took over the defence of Saizang, and 4/12
Frontier Force Rifles was placed at Dimlo and Suangpi. The 63rd
Indian. Infantry Brigade was concentrated at and near Kennedy
Peak. A screen of observation posts manned by the 82nd Anti-
Aircraft/Anti-Tank Regiment and known as the “Artforce”, covered
Tiddim from attack from the east, and the 1st West Yorkshire
Regiment with one company of Frontier Force Rifles was holding
Tongzang and positions to the east of it.

This was the situation in December 1943, when operation
“Pumpkin” was planned for ejecting the Japanese from their
positions at milestone 22. The recapture of this point, it was hoped,
would lay Fort White open to attack from the north along the
main road, and also clear the Japanese from the main ridge between
the Kabaw Valley and the Chin Hills.

According to the “Preliminary Moves—Operation Pumpkin”,
notified on g December 1943, and the 63rd Brigade Operation Order
No. 1, dated 12 December 1943, the 63rd Indian Infantry Brigade
was detailed to carry out the assault and’the 48th Indian Infantry
Brigade was made responsible for the defence of the Kennedy Peak
area. Apart from the troops of the 63rd Indian Infantry Brigade,
the following units were also placed under it for the operation: —**

g:_s‘;ofy of 17th Indian Division, p. 32.

“ War Diary 63rd Indian Infantry Brigade. ~
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" 'Two sections 70 Field Company; .
Medium Machine-Gun Platoon of 1 West Yorks ;
* Detachment Bearer Company ;
A Company 1 West Yorks ; _
In addition the following units were detailed for the support of
the 63rd Indian Infantry Brigade throughout the operation:—
Headquarters Royal Artillery, 17th Indian Division ;
493rd Field Battery ;
2gth Mountain Regiment minus Mortar Battery ;
One section of 311th Field Battery for counter-battery work™” ;
Bearer Company (less detachment);
Detachment Field Ambulance Troops ;
Company 37th Field Ambulance ;
" Air support as available. )
The plan was to box in and clear the Japanese from successive
areas along the top of the ridge, to seize the main Japanese positions
at miléstone 22 and then, circumstances permitting, to exploit
the success by a rapid thrust to Fort White. A company of 1/4

Gurkha Rifles was to hold milestone 22 positions and another com-"

pany was detailed a little further back in order to counter-attack the
Japanese ‘troops trying to recapture milestone 22. 7

‘The attack started at 0730 hours on 14 December 1943. 1/3
Gurkha Rifles led the assault along the top of the ridge, followed
by % Gurkha Rifles and covered by a heavy barrage of artillery fire.
But things went wrong from the very beginning. Time laftcr time
1/3 Gurkha Rifles charged up the crest of the hill and came within
a few yards of the Japanese bunkers. But the Gurkhas were met by
withering fire from medium machine-guns from the supporting
bunkers. As usual, the defenders’ fox-holes were mutually support-
ing and their machine-guns were sited with consummate skill. More-
- over, the Gurkhas were shelled by mortars from the opposite slope
dnd from Fort White, which prevented them from neutralising the
milestorie 22 positions. After holding all day to the bare .‘hlll-alde
and being unable to make further progress, 1/3 Gurkha Rifles was
ordered to withdraw and the attack was called off. The 63rd Indian
Infantry Brigade was withdrawn to the rear positions, 6 miles south
of Tiddim and the 48th Indian Infantry Brigade was left in the
Kennedy Peak area.

- After the failure of the attack on milestone 22 on 14 Deoeq:ber
1943, both sides reverted to intensive patrolling and minor actions.
The area south of Tiddim had been comparatively quiet so far.
South of the positions of the 63rd Indian Infantry Brigade a detach-
ment of Chin Battalion with Levies, called “Chinforce”, maintained a

' Counter-battery work: the use of artillery to destroy enemy artillery.
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screen of observation posts. Further south and on the right flank of
Chinforce, Chin villagers led by Lieut.-Colonel Stevenson operated
against the Japanese. These , known as the “Chinwags”,
carried out a series of daring raids and successful ambushes in the
second half of January 1944 against the Japanese in the area
round Bamboo Camp (U 2060), killing many and capturing many
valuable documents. In retaliation, two Japanese columns ad-
vanced, one from Fort White and the other from Webula to-
wards Vazang. The first Japanese column ran into a position
held by 7 Baluch above Mualbem, and delivered three strong
attacks, being repulsed each time, with severe loss. But the second
Japanese column from Webula scattered the Levies and Chinforce
and established outposts along the Falam road to prevent further
raids to the east. :

In the meanwhile, the 17th Indian Division decided to surround
the Japanese on Lophei Spur and liquidate them, and orders were
accordingly issued on 20 January 1944."* The recapture of Fort
White was still the major Allied objective, but the Lophei position
had to be reduced first as it shielded Fort White from the west. But
the 63rd Indian Infantry Brigade which was commissioned to do the
job had bitter experience of frontal attacks against a well prepared
Japanese position. Hence it was decided to surround the position
and starve the garrison out. Accordingly, two companies of 4 Fron-
tier Foree Rifles advanced from the east and two companies of 1/3
Gurkha Rifles operated from the south-west and established them-
selves on the Lophei Spur behind the main Japanese positions. There-
after, they proceeded to encircle the defenders with minefields and
booby-traps covered by light machine-guns on all sides. At the same
time, strong fighting patrols operated in the valleys to cut off the
Japanese forces from all sources of water or supplies. They were also
harassed continuously by artillery fire and “jitter raids” to deny them
rest. The Japanese position soon became untenable, but, on the
night of 12-13 February 1944, they succeeded in cutting their way
out of the ring and thus escaped. Lophei Spur position was there-
upon occupied by the Indian troops.

Meanwhile, the 48th Indian Infantry Brigade was operating
actively against a Japanese position at milestone 22. This brigade
had left Shillong on 3 November 1943, and arriving at milestone 109
on Imphal-Tiddim road on 9 November 1943, opened its tactical
headquarters at Tiddim on 1 5 November. On 10 December 1043,
the brigade was charged with the defence of the whole ridge from
Saizang to Kennedy Peak so as to free the 63rd Indian Infantry
Brigade for operation “Pumpkin”, described earlier, and took over

"63rd Indian Infantry Brigade Operation Order Nos. ;
of 63rd Indian Tnfantry rigade tion Nos. 4 and 5, War Diary
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the area by 12 December 1943.” About the end of December 1943,
the Commander 17th Indian Division was planning to attack the
Japanese positions at Dolluang and capture that locality as a prelimi-

to an attack on the main Japanese lines of communication at |
Stockades 2 and 3. Intensive patrolling was carried out to probe
into the strength and dispositions of the opposing force but, on 12
January 1944, the plan was given up. Dolluang was a well-prepared
position held by at least one Japanese company, and the Commander
17th Indian Division felt that three battalions must be employed in
the attack to give good chances of success.” This would have left
the rest of the front denuded of troops, and there were administrative
difficulties also. It was decided, therefore, to bend all efforts towards
the recapture of milestone 22 position only.

To begin with, troops were concentrated forward of Kennedy
Peak in the beginning of February 1944. The Sappers improved the
road so that 3-ton trucks might be taken up to Kennedy Peak, where
medium guns also were carried. With these and the field guns
already at Kennedy Peak, the whole Japanese position at milestone
22 was heavily bombarded. The jungles covering the top of the
ridge and its eastern slope were laid flat and many of the bunkers
were destroyed.”* Then the infantry moved forward to positions
covering the ridge from Kennedy Peak to milestone 21. The plan
was to bite off the positions supporting milestone 22 one after the
other, thus weakening the main milestone 22 position and facilitating
its capture. The first effort was to be made against Vaona ridge to
the east of milestone 22. At 1600 hours on 6 February 1944, the
attack was launched, supported by mortars and 2-pounder and 6-
pounder anti-tank guns.** 1/7 Gurkha Rifles stormed up the steep
slope on the northern side of Vaona ridge and reached the top. The
Gurkhas were met by heavy Japanese fire from the bunkers there, but.
they dug themselves in just below the crest, at some places only 30
yards from their opponents. A company of Dhotiyal porters
supplied them up the steep slope, till at 0945 hours on 7 February the
track was made fit for mules up to the Regimental Aid Post. Patrols
went round to the other side of the Japanese positions and the troops
of 9 Border (Regiment) destroyed the bridge between Vaona and
Pimpi over the Kwe Lui stream to prevent a counter-attack from that
direction. Fearing encirclement the Japanese were at last compelled
to abandon the position on Vaona and, by 1620 hours on 10 February
1944, the ridge was held by the Gurkhas. During the next few:
days, 1/7 Gurkha Rifles worked its way gradually to the south-east

" DO leter dated 17 January 1944 from " LicotGeneral Scoonés 10 Licut.
General Slim, File No. 8537, Vol. IIL.

"% History of 17th Indian Division, p. 33.
32 War Diary of 48th Indian Infantry Brigade for February 1944, Appendix D
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of milestone 22, establishing small positions as it advanced. These
- forward positions commanded the greater part of the sloPe behind
milestone 22 and the track from Fort White.

Plans were then made for an attack on milestone 22 itself.
Scheme “Rai” envisaged a two-day bombardment of the Japanese
posmon by the divisional artillery, including 5.5” guns, 25-pounders,
37" guns, 2-pounder and 6-pounder anti-tank guns and mortars, fol-
lowed by an assault delivered by two companies of 1/7 Gurkha Rifles
and one company of 1/4 Gurkha Rifles. At the same time, one com-
pany was to stage a surprise attack against the Japanese line of com-
munication at Vownalu between No. 2 Stockade and Fort White,
and maintain itself astride the track for three days. This subsidiary
operation, known as “Knock”, could not be completed because the
troops were prematurely discovered by the Japanese and the vital
clement of surprise was lost. The main assault on milestone 22 was
delivered at about 1230 hours on 26 February 1944, after artillery
preparation.** The companies of 1/7 Gurkha Rifles and1/4 Gurkha
Rifles established themselves in a portion of the main position, but
could not clear it of the Japanese, who counter-attacked after mid-
night. The fighting was savage and confused in the extreme. Con-
tact between the units was lost, and the top of the spur passed again
into the hands of the defenders. Bitter fighting continued, till on
the afternoon of 27 February the attacking Gurkhas were ordered
to withdraw. _

However, the slow encirclement of the position at milestone 22
from the south-east continued. On 1 March 1944, a successful ambush
was staged at RU 326763 on the track between No. 3 Stockade and
Pimpi by 9 Border, in which about 15 Japanese were killed. On
3 March, Well.mgton heavy bombers of the Royal Air Force bombed
Fort White twice, but the bombing was not effective. On 5 March,
the 48th Indian Infantry Brigade Operational Instruction No. 32
was issued to establish a road-block of barbed wire on the road bet-
ween Fort White and milestone 22, so as to isolate the latter com-
pletely.**  On 7 March, g Border had cut the vital line of communi-
cation of milestone 22 and ambushed a party of Japanese troops
going from Fort White to that position. By next day, the road-
block of barbed wire was completed, and milestone 22 was isolated
from Fort White. It was obvious that, in due course, the position
which had defied the 17th Indian Division for three long months
would have fallen into its hands.

But the storm broke before that. Even while the Allied troops
were drawing their net around milestone 22 the Japanese were

= Appendix R, to War Diary of 48th Indian Infantry Brigade for February

944,
g * Appendix B, to War Diary of 48th Indian Infantry Brigade for March 1944,
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infiltrating in strength westward across the Manipur river and north-
ward against the main line of communication from Imphal. The
17th Indian Division, therefore, had to forego the prize within its
grasp, and pull out north to fight the decisive battle on the Indian
soil, as described in the chapters following. ‘

In operauom in the Tiddim area in the winter of 194344,
neither side gained decisive advantage. The 17th Indian Division
did not succeed in its plan of closing in round Kalemyo. But it
established some ascendancy in patrol actions and inflicted numerous
casualties on the Japanese. The Japanese, on the other hand, could
inflict no major defeat on their opponents, nor could they pin down
the 17th Indian Division so as to delay seriously its withdrawal north-
ward in March 1944. With its accustomed skill, the Japanese 33rd
Division pushed back the British and Indian troops from Ngalzang
and other localities threatening Kalemyo, and captured Fort White.
But it had to evacuate Lophei Spur and was losing its grip on the
milestone 22 position when the curtain was rung down on these
preliminary operations. The contest proved not unequal, and the
honours were shared.

The Tamu Sector

At the beginning of November 1943, there was no front line in
the Kabaw valley and the Tamu sector. The opposing forces held
their respective outposts very lightly and were content to let the
other side stage an advance if it so desired. The Japanese outposts
started from Singkaling Hkamti, and were situated well to the east
of the river Chindwin till Yuwa was reached, which was situated
at the mouth of the Yu river, and was the first important post held
by the Japanese on the west bank of the Chindwin. Southwards of
Yuwa, the Japanese outposts were situated on the Atwin Yomas
separating the Chindwin from the Kabaw valley. The Allied posts
were situated mainly along the Imphal-Tamu-Sittaung road and
along the subsidiary roads leading from Tamu north to Mintha and
Thanan, and south through the Kabaw valley towards Kalewa.

With the arrival of the ampalgmng season, the Allied troops
advanced to man their front-line posts, in November 1943, with the
20th Indian Division in the van. On 4 November 1943, one com-
pany of 1 Devon was sent forward to Pyinbon Sakan on the Tamu
~Sittaung road, and the rest of the unit halted at Kyauksedi, about
14 miles nearer Tamu on the same road.”® On 8 November 1943,
Headquarters 8oth Indian Infantry Brigade opened near Tamu, and
9/12 Frontier Force Regt., less two companies, was moved to the
same place. The next day, Headquarters 2oth Indian Division

- ™ Daily Situation Reports, Appmﬂixc,w-WuDhryofHudqumwcorp& :
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Japanese were firmly entrenched in the hills surrounding the area and
commanded the road. It was decided, therefore, to send Com-
mando Platoon of 2/5 Royal Gurkha Rifles and 2nd South African
Group of the 63rd Indian Infantry Brigade to clear the Japanese
from the ridges south of the milestone 109 position. On 18 March,
this column, known as the Parry Force,* moved up to Mualkawi
near milestone 119, crossed the Kaphi Lui stream and climbed up
to the spur west of it at RP oo5255. It then started moving north
towards milestone 108, mopping up the Japanese positions as it
went. On the same day a screen of fighting patrols consisting of
Commando Platoons of 1/7 Gurkha Rifles and g Border was thrown
off to the north to operate in the area of Kalpak Vum. At ogoo
hours on 19 March, one Company of 2/5 Royal Gurkha Rifles and
two sections of Armoured Carriers advanced on Mualkawi, followed
at 1130 hours by the rest of 2/5 Royal Gurkha Rifles with one troop
37th Mortar Battery and two anti-tank guns. They were ordered
to march up to milestone 117 and thence to patrol to Point 5471 and
down the spur, from there to milestone 114 and to occupy the area,
if possible. At the same time a platoon of West Yorks was ordered
to proceed to Buangmual to reconnoitre the area and patrol up to
Gampum. In the afternoon of 19 March, the 48th Indian Infantry
Brigade headquarters arrived at Mualkawi where it received word
from 2/5 Royal Gurkha Rifles that they had occupied Point 6373,
Point 5471 and the spur running west to milestone 114. That night
this headquarters remained at Mualkawi defended by 1/7 Gurkha
Rifles. Of the other troops in the brigade, 4th Frontier Force Rifles
was busy neutralising the Japanese position on Point 6027 and ¢
Border was in the area of milestone 123. The next morning 9 Border
moved up to milestone 123. 1/7 Gurkha Rifles advanced in three
columns for an attack on milestone 110.** Two of these columns
with a strength of eight platoons moved along the hill-side on the
right hand side of the road, and the third proceeded along the road.
By that evening the third column had reached milestone 112 beyond
which it encountered stiff opposition and was unable to proceed
further. The first two columns by that time had reached near
Sakawng village but were finding further progress difficult.

The 48th Indian Infantry Brigade then received orders to
launch itself in a right hook through the hills north of the road at
milestone 109 area. Its route of advance was laid down as milestone
114, Sakawng village, along top of the ridge, and down to milestone
110; and the advance was to be carried out on an all-pack basis.
Accordingly on 21 March, 1/7 Gurkha Rifles concentrated above

* It was so known the fact of its being commanded by Major Parry of 2/5
Royal Gurkha Rifiles. ¢ 5 : S o f
* War Diary 48th Indian Infantry Brigade.
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shortage was further accentuated soon. The main water-point near
the school was under hostile fire and was too far from the lines.
Secondary water-points in front of 4/5 Mahrattas and in the Kali-
bahadur sector were not adequate for supplying the needs of even
those battalions. As much rain water as possible was collected in
tarpaulins and tins. But that could hardly meet the demand and the
water ration had thereupon to be restricted to only half a bottle per
man per day. There was no safe sanctuary for the wounded, and
the dead presented another serious problem. Buried bodies were
being thrown up by the Japanese bombardment and in the course of
trench digging by the defending troops. Most of them started
disintegrating rapidly and the stench was terrible.

At 1200 hours on 24 March a Japanese column of approximate-
ly 350 men with elephants and 20 vehicles was seen approaching
along the road from Sheldon’s Corner. This indicated the arrival of
more mortars and probably heavier guns, which was confirmed at
1400 hours the same day when 75-mm guns started shelling the
brigade headquarters and the B Company position of 152nd
Battalion. These were, however, silenced with great difficulty. The
worsening situation was temporarily stabilised after a strafing attack
by Hurricanes at 1600 hours on 24 March.”” But patrols sent out
earlier reported that the Japanese were holding milestone 36 and
Finch’s Corner (RK 7688) in strength and were consolidating their
position. During the night of 24/25 March Japanese attacks were
continuously mounted, causing considerable casualties. This neces-
sitated the shortening of the perimeter of defence which was done
at o830 hours on 25 March. At 1100 hours that day, the Kali-
bahadur Regiment reported that their water-point was under heavy
Japanese fire and that they had suffered some casualties while
attempting to get water. Thereupon several more supply-drops
from the air were carried out during the day but they failed to
relieve the shortage as, the perimeter held being too small, most of
the supplies had fallen into the hands of the Japanese.

Later at 1830 hours, the Japanese started heavy shelling of 152nd
Battalion positions and launched attacks supported by medium and
light machine-gun fire. These attacks were all repulsed, but the
shelling continued during the night, again inflicting severe casual-
ties on the defenders. By early morning next day, the Japanese had
occupied the forward edge of the main position of A Company
152nd Battalion, and the situation was becoming desperate. At
0635 hours the brigade commander went forward to 152nd Battalion
and ordered that the A Company position must be held at all costs.
A counter-attack was launched immediately, but it failed in its

“ Ibid.

Men of the Indian Pioneer Corps

clearing landslides from
Tiddim road

the

An Indian guard at his huniu-r
in Tiddim area
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purpose. Throughout the morning of 26 March attack after attack
was launched to dislodge the Japanese from the A Company posi-
‘“« ons, but without avail. A message was then sent to the 23rd
dian Division to the effect that 152nd Battalion had suffered very
heavy casualties and that if the Japanese attacked in strength again it

as unlikely that the sector could hold out even for another two
: Readjustments were also made within the perimeter lest the
nal perimeter on that sector should be penetrated. At 1430
s on 26 March, i152nd Battalion was reorganised in view of
very numerous casualties that it had suffered resulting in the
mation of several of its companies, and it was arranged that
Battalion should take over a portion of the perimeter held by
‘Company of r52nd Battalion. At 1800 hours that evening, a
age was received in clear over the radio from the 23rd Indian
ion saying, “Fight your way out. Go south and then west.
and transport on the look out.” In a conference at the brigade
quarters at 1830 hours, this message was read and it was decid-
that at 2230 hours the whole force would move south. Units
to send parties of not less than 50 men to the Field Ambulance
0 help out as many of the wounded as possible. Preparations
mmediately started for evacuation. By 2200 hours the Japanese
ring had almost ceased. Guns were dismantled before withdrawal
nd all the stores and documents were destroyed in complete
arkness. At 2230 hours on 26 March, the evacuation started.**
Jwing to the dark night, the broken ground and thick jungle,
he force very soon split up into small parties moving indepen-
dently. Apparently the Japanese were taken completely by sur-
by this evacuation and they made no efforts to interfere
it.

- From 27 March to 31 March, the whole force was moving
igh the jungle in small parties in a south-westerly direction.
y of them fell in with the Japanese patrols and some were
red. A number of the more seriously wounded succumbed on
way in spite of help from the Naga villagers in the shape of
es and food. The brigade commander reached Imphal at ogoo
s on 31 March 1944, and had immediately to be admitted to
ospital with a nervous breakdown.
- The soth Para Brigade and the troops under its command had
iffered a serious defeat and heavy casualties. But their stout
tance at Sangshak had held up the Japanese advance for six
days, thus contributing to the eventual dislocation of their
ire plan.

War Diary of 50th (Para) Brigade. According to Operations, IV Cor
ak was l:lvmi';;ated on 28 March, but the War stry of the Brigade 1ts£lﬂf
ars more reliable.
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- their number on the battlefield. A further night attack cost the
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patrols found a large Japanese bunker at milestone 33 and 1/7
Gurkha Rifles advanced to attack it at o530 hours on 17 May.*
Tall elephant grass made the going heavy but 1/7 Gurkha Rifles
got astride the road and established a road-block on it near a nullah.
By the night of 17/18 May, three Japanese tanks were knocked out
at the road-block. At o530 hours on 18 May, eight Japanese lorries
were seen approaching the road-block from the south and three
more from the north. Eight lorries out of these eleven were totally
destroyed and many arms and much equipment was taken from
them. In addition, the Japanese suffered loss in men. Meanwhile,
on the evening of 17 May, patrols had been sent out by the 2/5
Royal Gurkha Rifles to Tharoilok and to Moirang. More road-
blocks were established at milestone 28 and milestone 36 during the
night of 17/18 May. On 18 May, the position at RK 1212 was
attacked by the Japanese. They were repulsed but returned during
the night of 18/19 May to attack the brigade headquarters area at
RK 1312. This attack also was repulsed. Another Japanese attack
the same night against the road-block at milestone 33 suffered the
same fate and 200 casualties were inflicted on them. On 21 May,
the patrol directed against Moirang returned without achieving any
particular result. At about 1700 hours on 23 May, the road-block
was attacked in force by the Japanese after heavy artillery and
mortar fire. The attackers were again thrown back losing 8o of

Japanese another 25 casualties. Up to this period the 48th Indian
Infantry Brigade in that operation had killed 366 Japanese for
certain and greatly decimated the 1st, 2nd and 4th Companies of
67th Regiment and 8th Company of 154th Regiment of the Japanese
33rd Division.

But the divisional plan was already going awry. As has been
related earlier, the 63rd Indian Infantry Brigade found it very
difficult to pierce through the crust of Japanese defences from the
north and was held up in the Kha Aimol area. The 48th Indian
Infantry Brigade was in danger of getting encircled and defeated in
detail. On 24 May, therefore, it was ordered to move to Moirang
and establish a defensive position and road-block there. By the
morning of 25 May, Moirang was occupied except for a small corner
in the north. On 26 May orders were received to continue the
withdrawal north. The 48th Indian Infantry Brigade was to secure
Ningthoukhong and establish a road-block south of it and mop up
the Japanese in the vicinity. The 32nd Indian Infantry Brigade
was to co-operate in this attack and send up 1 West Yorks and one
troop of medium tanks from the north. These troops were to pass

** War Diary of Headquarters 48th Indian Light Brigade.
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/In the course of these encounters, the 20th Indian Division had
been continuously in action since the middle of March. The '
had suffered heavy casualties; and were very tired. Orders were
therefore issued, on 11 May, for the 23rd Indian Division to move up
and relieve the 20th Indian Division.” The relief began on 13 May
when the latter started pulling out from the forward positions to the
Imphal plain and the 23rd Indian Division carried out the relief and
replacement of troops, unit by unit,” and by 25 May, the change-
over was complete, the 23rd Indian Division taking over the defence
of the main positions and the 2oth Indian Division withdrawing into
the Imphal plain. Five battalions of the 23rd Indian Division, con-
sisting of the whole of the 37th Indian Infantry Brigade plus 5/6
Rajputana Rifles from the 49th Indian Infantry Brigade and 1
Seaforth from the st Indian Infantry Brigade, were concentrated
along the Palel—Tamu road in the Tengnoupal area. The rest of
the 1st Indian Infantry Brigade was ordered to attack the area at
RK 6115 and strike eastwards. The remaining troops of the 49th
Indian Infantry Brigade with ¢ Jat under its command took over
responsibility for the defence of the area to the south including
Kakching, Shaiba, Palel and Shuganu. Moreover, the Nepalese
Kalibahadur Regiment was in' the area of Sita and Nungtak.”* On
18 May, Headquarters 23rd Indian Division: was opened at RK 4623,
two miles north of Palel. About the same date, 3/10 Gurkha Rifles
relieved 3/3 Gurkha Rifles at' ‘Malta’ and ‘Scraggy Hill. Head
quarters, 49th Indian Infantry Brigade and '4/s l\%};r&ttas arrived
at Kakching and one company of 6/5 Mahrattas reached Shuganu.
On the main road, the period from 13 May to 16 May was
reasonably quiet. Most of the forward positions had been handed
over to the 23rd Indian Divisiowli_y ‘the troops of the 2oth Indian
Division. This was a complicated affair as the troops of the 20th
Indian Division had their positions close to the Japanese who had a
good view of the road. But the change-over was accomplished
without incident. The new task of the 23rd Indian Division in this
area was to hold back the Japanese armour and artillery directed
against Palel and prevent an advance of the airfield. The Japanese
aim of course was to capture the airfield, or' render it useless by shell-
ing. On 15 May, the whole area passed out from the command of
the 8oth Indian Infantry Brigade and was taken over by the 37th
Indian Infantry Brigade of the 23rd Indian Division. = Although on
the 16th and 17th May Japanese artillery bombardment was heavier,
the Japanese launched no major attack. -~~~
Beginning from 18 May, ‘the Japanese repeatedly attacked the
forward positions at ‘Scraggy Hill’, ‘Malta’ and. ‘Gibraltar’. A
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number of attacks on the nights of 18/19 May and 19/20 May were
beaten back. In the night of 20/21 May, Japanese a’tarted a heavy
bombardment of ‘Malta’ and ‘Scraggy Hill' positions and then
advanced to the attack. The attack on ‘Gibraltar’ lasted from 1930
hours to 0415 hours but was repulsed. At ‘Malta’ and ‘Scraggy Hill

the fighting continued until after dawn. These initial attacks did
not succeed and the Japanese lost not a few of their men. Notllnng
daunted, they started another heavy attack against ‘Gibraltar’ on

23 May. The position occupied by 1 Seaforth there, was heavily
shelled in the afternoon of 23 May, and during the following night
a fierce attack developed on ‘Gibraltar’ and the connecting ridge
between that hill and ‘Malta’. By o6oo hours on the morning of
24 May the attackers had occupied the eastern slopes and had signal-
ised their victory by placing a flag on the top-most peak of
‘Gibraltar’** However, they were soon driven off from the top by
heavy Allied mortar fire. The 5/6 Rajputana Rifles attacked, up
the hill, and fierce hand to hand fighting took place. By 1015 hours
(24 May) it had reached the ridge just below the peak. There it
was relieved by 3/10 Gurkha Rifles which stormed the crest and
captured it again. In the fierce fighting for this hill the whole
of the i1st battalion of the 6oth Japanese Regiment had ta;ken
part. The Gurkhas captured three medium machine-guns, eight

light machine-guns and a complete regimental aid post; but suffered

heavily in wounded though they had lost only 11 men lullcd.
The 3/10 Gurkha Rifles consolidated itself on ‘Gibraltar’ while
3/3 Gurkha Rifles relieved 3/5 Gurkha Rifles in the ‘Malta’ and
‘Scraggy Hill' areas. The Seaforth was moved back into reserve
on 26 May.

During the next week no major attacks were launched. But on
the night of 5/6 June an Indian patrol penetrated the northern slopes
of the ‘Cyprus’ feature (RK 6012) and found one company of Japanese
troops digging in there. Unable to penetrate further, the patrol
returned. After resting for several days the Japanese mounted a
surprise attack against ‘Scraggy Hill’ on the night of 9/10 June, and
overran some of the Indian positions. Counter-attacks were
immediately launched, but the Japanese could not be dmlodgfd.
Japanese reinforcements were also meanwhile hurried up and a third
Indian counter-attack in the afternoon of 10 June was again repulsed.
On the night of 11/12 June the Japanese again attacked ‘Scraggy
Hill’, ‘Malta’ and ‘Pyramid.” During the confused fighting, at least

40 of them were killed, and the attacks were thrown back. The

fierceness of the fighting may be judged from the fact that between
9 and 12 June, 3 British officers and 31 Gurkha other ranks were

# Operations IV Corps; and War Diary of Headquarters 37th Brigade G

THE STRUGGLE FOR IMPHAL 139

killed and 2 British officers and 151 Gurkha other ranks were wound-
ed in the engagements around ‘Malta’ and ‘Scraggy Hill'."*

After 12 June, there was again a comparative lull in the fighting
until 18 June, when several Japanese bunkers on ‘Scraggy Hill’ were
stormed and overrun. These bunkers had no visible means of
entrance but had inside tunnels leading to the rear. The Japanese
also directed artillery fire on ‘Malta’ and attempted a minor attack
on Pyramid’. A major attack was probably prevented by Allied
guns which harassed and dispersed two Japanese companies forming
up in the area for an attack. Thus ended the third week of June
1944 for the combatants ranged along the main Palel-Tamu road.

In the area north of the main road, great Japanese activity was
noticed at Khudei Khunou early in May 1944. Arrangements were
therefore made for a rapid two-day sweep of the area by the 48th
Indian Infantry Brigade of the 17th Indian Division. By 5 May, this
brigade and the 1st Indian Infantry Brigade of the 23rd Indian
Division were concentrated at Wangjing. The next day the 48th
Indian Infantry Brigade advanced east and had occupied Langgol
and Langgo by the morning of 7 May.** The village of Khunbi was
captured by 1/7 Gurkha Rifles the same day. More minor en-
counters took place on 8 May, by which time the brigade had inflict-
ed over 100 casualties on the Japanese with negligible loss to itself.
The two days allotted for the sweep were over and also by that time
the position in the Bishenpur area to the south had deteriorated and
occasioned anxiety. Hence the brigade was ordered to proceed there
immediately to join the rest of the 17th Indian Division. On 8 May
1944, therefore, the 1st Indian Infantry Brigade took over respon-
sibility for the whole area and came under the command of the 20th
Indian Division. It was thus operating north of Palel—Tamu road -
from 8 May.

On 12 May, 1 Patiala of this brigade captured the Japanese
positions at Khudei Khunou after overcoming stiff resistance. The
same evening, 1/16 Punjab successfully attacked a Japanese company

position near Khudei Khunou and drove back the defenders towards
the south-east. After these successes patrols reported that the
whole area between Khudei Khunou and Maibi was cleared of
the Japanese. On 15 May, Phalbung also was found evacuated,
although a small Japanese force was reported on the high ground
west of Leitan.

As described earlier the 23rd Indian Division had taken over
the Palel sector from the 20th Indian Division about this time and
on 18 May, the 1st Indian Infantry Brigade reverted to its command.

S War Diary of Headquarters 48th Tndian Light Brigade, G Branch for May
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bombard the airstrip, and then the tide of Japanese advance began
to ebb. Both sides had proved anew their courage and tenacity and
fighting skill, and had incurred grievous losses in doing so. But the
Allied troops could look forward to a steady stream of reinforce-
ments, reliefs and supplies reaching them, while the Japanese were
faced with the prospect of a withdrawal under pressure in the thick
of the monsoon and with no hope of supplies or reinforcement.
Their ambitious gamble had failed.

A ‘recce’

Indian soldiers breaking cover to put in a charge near Imphal

patrol near Bishenpur sends information back to HQ by radio telegraphy




A Dakota lands with supplies at Imphal, March 1944

A tank patrolling the twisting Ukhrul road

CHAPTER XIII

The Struggle for Imphal (contd.)

Tue Litan Roap Sector

As has already been related, the country to the north of the
Palel—Tamu road was a wilderness of steep hills and rocky gorges.
This stretch of broken hills from the Iril river in the north to the
Taret river in the south may be taken as a separate sector of opera-
tions. In the entire sector there were very few approaches to and
from the Imphal plain. One approach was along the valley of the
Iril river, another was by the road from Imphal to Ukhrul via
Kameng and Litan. The two coincided at Gameng, northwards
from where the Iril valley was used to approach the Molvum area
and the Kohima road rather than to approach the Ukhrul road.
The third was from the new roadhead at Tumukhong on the bank
of the Thoubal river by rough tracks over the hills towards the east,
where there were other tracks running north and south and held by
the Japanese, whose main line of communication was supposed to
traverse this region from Sarbung to Sokpao via Meiring, Sakok and
Kasom. It was felt that if this vital track was cut on a broad front,
the Japanese troops moving towards Kanglatongbi would be gravely
threatened and might be induced to turn back. On the other hand,
if the Japanese could pierce through the protective screen of Allied
troops in that sector, they would achieve their goal of reaching
Imphal. The Litan road sector, therefore, saw a number of offensive
operations by the contending armies, though none of them was
pushed home to Ukhrul.

For the Litan road operation, four battalions were selected, name-
ly, 9/14 Punjab and 1 Northamptons of the 32nd Indian Infantry
Brigade, 1 Patiala of the 1st Indian Infantry Brigade and 3/14 Punjab
of the sth Indian Division'. The 32nd Indian Infantry Brigade was
moved from Palel to Wangjing on 5 April 1944, and was placed
under the command of the 23rd Indian Division which was there
in Corps reserve. On that day, 1 Norhamptons was at RK 5647,
9/14 Punjab at RK 5731 and 1 Patiala at RK §763. Starting from
these positions, 9/14 Punjab moved forward to Bongmol and
1 Patiala to RK 6464. The Northamptons advancing between them
were delayed by unusually difficult terrain, and reached the area of
the track junction at RK 6952 in the evening of 5 April. By the

*Ist Indian Infantry Brigade Operation Instruction No. 8 dated 3 April 1944.
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the vital Saddle position. Two battalions, therefore, were moved to
the Kameng area from the IV Corps reserve early on 11 June.
By that evening, the entire hill at Point 3524 had been cleared of the
Japanese by 14/13 Frontier Force Rifles with the support of Stuart
tanks of 7 Cavalry.

This brought the Japanese effort to capture Saddle position at
an end. But they still held Point 4241 on the Aishan track and had
considerable troops in the hills to the west within the big loop of the
Iril river. The ridge between the Allied position at Point 4428 and
Mapao Khunou, particularly, was strongly held.

On 15 June, two companies of 4/5 Mahrattas attacked Point
4241 with the support of light tanks, artillery and air bombardment.
The company on the left flank succeeded in capturing a number of
Japanese bunkers during the morning, but the right wing was
brought to a halt by murderous fire from medium machine-guns.
The tanks found themselves faced wih a nullah which the Japanese
had clearly improvised into an anti-tank ditch. One Stuart tank
received a knock-out blow from a Japanese gun; another fell foul
of a road mine, while a third got bogged in a Japanese bunker and
could not get out. The attackers suffered over a hundred casualties
and the attack was abandoned at 1500 hours the same day. This
was not surprising because, by evidence received later, it was found
that on 15 June the Japanese position at Point 4241 was held by
and Company s1st Regiment and another company of either 5:st
Regiment or 67th Regimem of the Japanese 15th Division.

After these operations there was a comparative lull in the 10oth
Indian Infantry Brigade area. The Japanese gave up their last
attempt to advance down the Litan road. On 19 June, Indian
patrols found that Maphitel Hill, Chadong, Monghlam and Itham
had been evacuated by them, but north of the road the Japanese
defenders still held fast. On 19 June, a patrol of 4/10 Gurkha Rifles
was attacked at RK 5783 by a party of forty Japanese and there were
other minor engagements also.

Meanwhile, operations of the 8oth Indian Infantry Brigade had
made some progress. Striking off into the hills on 7 June, the column
reached Samusong with no difficulty. The Japanese resistance was
very weak and Molkon was occupied in the night of 9/10 June. On
10 June, the brigade headquarters and 3/1 Gurkha Rifles were
established there while 1 Devon was sent forward to Point 2738."*
9/12 Frontier Force Regiment moved to Point 4049 and Chawai. The
Japanese troops in the area were in a sorry plight and were hardly
able to fight. Their strenuous operations during the last two months
without supplies or reinforcements had left the men emaciated due.

¥ War Diary of Headquarters 80th Indian Infantry Brigade, G Branch.
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to lack of food, and seriously ill. All the dead bodies seen or
prisoners captured—of which there were several during these weeks—
were looking extremely famished and reduced to skeletons.

But although resistance from the Japanese was negligible, the
going now became extremely difficult due to the outbreak of the
monsoon. Under the incessant downpour, the hill tracks became
almost impassable. Mud lay knee deep in the valleys, and the
streams had swollen out of all recognition. On the hillsides the
track was extremely slippery and the sight of the raging torrents
below did not serve to improve matters. Consequently, all move-
ment practically came to a stop. A party with no loads to carry, for
example, took seven hours to march five miles. Ten hours were
taken by another party carrying two stretcher cases to cover four
miles.” Sustained operations or major engagements were hardly
possible under these conditions, and the 8oth Indian Infantry Brigade
also remained bogged down in the Chawai area when the Kohima—
Imphal road was reopened on 22 June 1944. As a result of these
operations, however, the hills within the loop of the Iril river had
been practically cleared of the Japanese troops. On 21 June, troops
of the 153rd Para Battalion, operating under the command of the
rooth Indian Infantry Brigade, reported that Mapao Khunou had
been evacuated by the Japanese. Two days later a deserted Japanese
position was reported from RK 4986. The plight of the Japanese
troops may be judged from the fact that of the twelve dead who
were found at this position, almost all had died either of starvation
or disease. |

OPERATICNS ALONG THE KOHIMA ROAD

The preceding pages have described the struggle between the
Japanese and the Allied armies for the possession of Imphal. It is
necessary now to relate the operations undertaken by the besieged
garrison of Imphal to reopen the Dimapur—Imphabhroad and thus
restore surface contact with the outside world.

The Kohima Road sector was separated from the Litan road
sector roughly by the Iril valley. East of the valley, the hills formed
a part of the Litan area, and operations there have been described
earlier. West of the Iril valley, the hills were lower in height than
those to the east, but they were rugged and dropped down steeply
to the Imphal—Kohima road in the west. -To the west of this road
they rose again to heights of 4,000 to 5,000 feet. The whole area,
except some cultivated portions in the lower valleys, was covered
with thick scrub jungle. _ 1

As has been narrated earlier, the first Japanese troops had
reached and unsuccessfully attacked Kanglatongbi on the night of

2 Ibid,
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from Kameng in the middle of April 1944. Some units of the gth
Indian Infantry Brigade were also sent there along the road from
Imphal to Sawombung and Wakhong. These troops reached
Wakhong on 16 April after clearing mines and overcoming stray
Japanese opposition. On 17 April, two companies of 3/9 Jat cap-
tured the hill at RK 3981. There were reports of concentration of
Japanese troops, several hundred strong, near Pukhao; but on
18 April, 2 West Yorks occupied Wakan without difficulty.
Japanese resistance in the hills to the west, however, soon stiffened
and the going became difficult. On 18 and 19 April, Allied patrols
penetrated the neighbourhood of the Molvum area and discovered
that it was held by at least three Japanese companies. But the troops
pushed on, overcoming moderate resistance from the defenders.
By the morning of 23 April, two companies of 3/9 Jat reached a
hill at RK 3581, just north of Mapao which was held by one company
of Japanese troops. About the same time, 2 West Yorks moving
on Molvum had reached a ridge just south of the village, but it was
pinned down there by accurate fire from the defenders. An attempt
by one company to infiltrate into the Japanese positions from the
north also turned out to be unsuccessful. The two Jat companies
at RK 3479, just west of Mapao, sustained two Japanese attacks
during the night of 23/24 April. They held on stubbornly and beat
back the attackers. On the morning of 25 April, Mapao was ulti-
mately taken by assault by 3/14 Punjab and the Jats.

- At the same time, the 123rd Indian Infantry Brigade was slowly
grinding its way forward in the Iril valley. The Japanese relied on
holding dominating positions in the hills on both sides of the valley
and thus preventing the brigade from advancing north-west of the
valley. The main Japanese strong-point was on Nungshigum hill
(RK 4376) which was captured finally by 15 April as has been already
related.®® East of the valley, the Japanese held the ridge overlook-
ing Kameng from Point 4057 to Point 4066. On the other side on
15 April, tanks of 7 Cavalry were patrolling as far north as Taret
Khul but 2 Suffolk was struggling against fierce opposition to occupy
Point 4057.** 2/1 Punjab was also co-operating with 2 Suffolk,
sending fighting patrols to Point 4066. On 16 April, intense fighting
continued the whole day, but the Japanese held on to their positions,
particularly on a feature called “Sausage” at RK j500745. After a
day of minor skirmishes, 2/1 Punjab attacked Sausage position with
heavy artillery and air support on 18 April. But it could capture
only half the position and the defenders hung on grimly to the eastern
half. On 19 April, it became obvious that the Japanese defend

'* War Diary of Headquarters 5th Indian Division, G Branch for April 1944.
*"See page 245 above.
# War Diary of Headquarters 123rd Indian Infantry Brigade for April.

Kohima after the battle: shell shattered buildings, trees and trenches

Shattered remains of D.C.'s bungalow




Sappers repairing the Kohima-Imphal road with all speed, June 1944

A jecp about to cross a stream running across the road
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were almost decimated, and thé resistance was weakening. Patrols
found the area up to Point 4066 clear of the Japanese. The same
day, the 37th Indian Infantry Brigade took over responsibility for
operations in Point 4057 area, releasing the 123rd Indian Infantry
Brigade to devote itself to the Iril valley and the hills to the west.
The brigade boundary was now fixed roughly along the watershed
between the Iril river and its tributary, the Leima Khong.

Then the 123rd Indian Infantry Brigade gradually pushed up
its patrols north into the Iril valley against slight resistance. It
passed Wakan and Pukhao and reached Purum on 23 April**
Many Japanese troops were still operating in the hills to the east,
and a small concentration was reported from Point 4030 at RK
4979. By 26 April, however, patrols had ranged as far north as RK
4196, and the villages of Samusong and Sadu were found clear of
the Japanese. But their strong-points at Molvum proved a tougher
nut to crack. The strength of the defenders was considerably greater
than at Mapao. The hilly terrain also helped the latter, who had
sited their positions with consummate skill, covering every line of
approach with withering fire. Hence, the 123rd Indian Infantry
Brigade decided to clear the Iril valley and the area between Wakan
and the Ithoi Lok before turning to attack Molvum from the north
east. On 27 April, patrols penetrated as far north as Makeng. No
Japanese troops were encountered, so one company of 1/17 Dogra
was established at RK 4391. A Japanese force was then discovered
at Point 4364 (RK 4288) behind the Dogra position, and a larger
Japanese force was reported from the area of Point 2715 (RK 3189)
on 29 April. Thereupon, 3/9 Jat was hastily moved up to Purum.
The Japanese force, however, melted into the forests without giving
battle, and, on 30 April, Point 4364 was occupied without opposition.
But further north small Japanese patrols clashed with Indian patrols
in the area of Point 4036 and Samusong.

Another concerted effort was then made against Molvum.
Minor skirmishes continued in the Samusong area but the main
units of the sth Indian Division moved towards Molvum from the
north and the south. The Japanese strong-points were reported to
be at Point 5521 (RK 3886) Yongba (RK 3986) and “the Hump” (RK
3683). Two Companies of 3/14 Punjab attacked the feature just
south of the Hump on 4 May. They reached a position only 100 yards
from their objective but were held up there by heavy fire from the
machine-guns and light automatic weapons. The same afternoon,
3/9 Jat captured the heights above Yongab. On 5 May, 3/14
Punjab renewed its assault on the Hump and reached only 10 yards
short of the peak. But those ten yards were swept by murderous
fire and the attackers were thrown back again. The same day, 3/9
** Ibid.
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retreating northwards. On 11 June, Modbung area was finally
occupied and on the following day the formidable bunkers aw
Molvum passed into Allied hands. The Japanese withdrew general-
ly to a line running east and west from Point 5417 to milestone
112,

While 1/11 Sikh and 3/14 Punjab were engaged in these opera-
tions and were clearing the Japanese from the hills overlooking the
main Kohima—Imphal road, other Allied troops were trying to push
up along the road itself in an effort to link up with the 1:chevmg
forces coming towards Imphal from Kohima. On the main road,
the West Yorks reached the bridge near milestone 116 on 10 June.
There they encountered the strong rearguard left by the Japanese.
In the attack that followed, three of the ‘General Lee’ tanks support-
ing the West Yorks were damaged by Japanese 75-mm guns and the
infantry was held up by automatic fire. But the next day the
Japanese were found to have retreated from the position and the
column advanced up to milestone 115. A patrol of Bren-gun carriers
reached as far as Safarmaina, where it encountered another road-
block and small-arms fire from the village. On 12 June, milestone
113 was reached. At the same time 3/9 Jat, which had replaced
3/2 Punjab at RK 335875 on 10 June, reached RK 3490. But the
operations then slowed down due to heavy rain and stiffening
Japanese opposition at milestone 112, and the next four days were
spent in consolidating the gains. On 16 June, Headquarters 5th
Indian Division moved up to RK 3085. By this time the 2nd
British Divisions of the XXXIII Corps, advancing down the
road from Kohima, had reached Mao near milestone 68. The
strategic situation along the Kohima—Imphal road might be briefly
recapitulated at this stage. It will be remembered that by the
beginning of April 1944, the Japanese troops had occupied a long
stretch of the road, roughly from Kanglatongbi to Kohima, thus
cutting off the Imphal plain from India. To break this siege of
Imphal and restore the road line of communication with Assam,
Indian forces were set in motion from both ends. The XXXIII
Corps advanced from Dimapur, as described in the Chapter
that follows, charged with the task of retaking Kohima and then
pushing on southwards along the road, till a junction was effected
with the Imphal garrison. Simultaneously, the IV Corps in Imphal
had ordered the sth Indian Division to advance northwards along
the road to meet the 2nd British Division and thus break the
Japanese stronghold on Imphal. This advance of the sth Indian
Division involved the laborious process of clearing the Japanese from
the hills that overlooked the road on either side, and then inching
forward against their road-blocks on the road itself. The 2nd British
Division was advancing swiftly, but the advance of the sth Indian
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Division had slowed down. On 13 June, two companies of 2 West
Yorks of the sth Indian Division3 \i!ith tank support had reached
the demolished bridge at RK 331926. 3/9 Jat was co-operating with
the West Yorks, advancing along the hills to the east of the road.
By 16 June, the West Yorks crossed the repaired bridge at RK 331926
but were held up at RK 339634 near milestone 112. The next day,
17 June, operations began for the final link up with the 2nd British

- Division. The objective for this leap forward was milestone 105

and Point 5797 near it. Units were set apart for capturing the
heights on either side and for advancing along the road itself. 3/g
Jat and 1/11 Sikh were to move through the hills to the east; 1/17
Dogra and 3/14 Punjab were to go along the hills to the west ; and
2 West Yorks supported by tanks and armoured cars was to advance
along the road. The units began their attacks accordingly. 3/9
Jat encountered a strong Japanese position at RK 340924, which it
was able to capture only on 21 June, after severe fighting and air
strikes by Allied planes. Behind it was 1/11 Sikh, probing into a
Japanese poaiti?n on Point 5417 near Thangal. In the hills to the
west, 3/14 Punjab captured “Octopus Hill” at RK 336934 and 1/17
Dogra pu8139d on in order to descend to the road at milestone 109.
On the main road, meanwhile, a mobile column was formed on 19
June to thrust north along the road and establish contact with the
2nd British Division moving down from Kohima. The column
known as “James Column”, was constituted of one-half squadron of
3 Dragoon Guards, onehalf squadron of 7 Cavalry, one Rifle
Company of 2 West Yorks carried in 3-ton lorries, a number of
carriers, a bulldozer and two Scissors bridges. The Japanese
resistance started disintegrating rapidly and the James Column
advanced tll it reached a mine field and booby-traps at RK 340948
near milestone 111.  On the morning of 22 June, 1/17 Dogra, which
had moved through the hills west of the road and descended at
milestone 109, established contact with the leading tanks of the 2nd
}Snnsh Division t}tlhere. The road was cleared of the remnants of
apanese troo e same day and th
ek fromp;)i o tm‘tyemmmg'e first convoy came through to
The.Japanese siege of Imphal was thereby finally broken.

AIR SUPPORT DURING THE STRUGGLE FOR IMPHAL

The role of air power in breaking the siege of Imphal ma
bri?ﬂy be noticed here. It is no exaggefation toeg:y that th;e victor;
which the IV Corps gained would have been impossible with-
out the complete air superiority established and exploited by the
Allied air forces in the theatre. This air superiority was first
attained about the end of November 1943 with the arrival of
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Spitfires in India. Within a few weeks of its arrival, thlsalrcraft
outpaced and shot down three successive “Dinah” type reconnaissance
aircraft that the Japanese had sent out*’. From November 1943
to January 1944, they destroyed 44 Japanese aircraft, claimed 13 as
probably destroyed and 49 as damaged for the loss of only 7 of
their number. In the first few months of 1944, long-range fighters
of the United States Army Air Force, such as the Lightnings (P. 38)
and Mustangs (P. 51), arrived in the theatre and further ensured
Allied air superiority. They reached deep into Burma and attacked
Japanese aircraft at their own base acrodromes. During March and
April 1944, they destroyed or severely damaged over one hundr.ed
Japanese planes on the ground and another seventy-six in aerial
combat. These were crippling losses, as the Japanese at this time
were estimated to have only about 300 aircraft in Burma. During
the great offensive, therefore, the Allied troops and transport planes
were seldom harassed by the Japanese air force. Were it not for
this immunity from air attack, the magnificent and vital performance
of the Allied transport fleet would have been nipped in the bud.
Even as it was, the achievement involved considerable effort, as
it was necessary not only to transport by air the sth Indian Division
to Imphal and the 7th Indian Division to Dimapur, but to maintain
the entire IV Corps by airsupply. For almost three months, four
divisions of troops and powerful airforce units had to be supplied
with all their requirements, including food and ammunition, for
waging a fight comprising innumerable battles. These demands
were calculated at about 480 tons of supplies per day. To supply
them, and to transport troops, only 76 Dakotas (C. 47) were available
with the Troop Carrier Command, which was also called upon to
supply the 3rd Indian Division in the heart of Central Burma,
General Stilwell’s troops in the Hukawng Valley and the 81st West
African Division in the Kaladan Valley. In the middle of March
1944, therefore, the Supreme Allied Commander, South-East Asia
Command took over 20 Commando (C-46) planes from the American
air fleet ferrying supplies to China over the “Hump”** The
Combined Chiefs of Staff at Washington sanctioned this loan for
one month only,” which was to expire about the middle.of April
1944. By then, the move of the sth Indian Division by air to Imphal

# “The Siege of Imphal” (air aspect), File No. 7398,

20 Commando planes could carry the same load as 30 Dakota planes.

* The air ferry to China was controlled by the American Chiefs of Staff
through Lieut-General Stilwell as Commander of (American) China-Burma-India
theatre. Admiral Mountbatten had no specific authority to take these planes, but
he acted under his own authority and was supported by the Chiefs of Staff later
on. It will not be too much to say that in acting thus on his own responsibility
and risking the censure of the Combined Chiefs of Staff, Lord Mountbatten saved
his forces from a terrible disaster and made Japanese dsfeat in Burma virtually
certain.
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would be completed, but that of the 7th Indian Division to Dimapur
would be still going on, and there were further tasks ahead—
of maintaining the IV Corps at Imphal. So the Supreme Allied
Commander, South-East Asia, requested the Combined Chiefs of
Staff to allow him to retain the twenty Commando planes for some
time more, and to provide seventy Dakotas more as reinforcements.
But the Chiefs of Staff decided that the twenty Commando planes
should be returned to their China-ferry duties immediately, while
seventy-nine other transport aircraft were sent on loan to South-
East Asia Command from the Mediterranean area.® These air-
craft arrived early in April and began to operate immediately.
They served to tide over the most critical days of April and May
and kept the IV Corps in fighting trim. During these weeks, they
could not supply in full the demands made on them, for bad weather
hampered them and the airfields in Imphal were congested. There
were only two all-weather airfields in the Imphal plain, one at Imphal
and the other at Palel. The Palel acrodrome was within the range of
Japanese guns, and the Japanese troops even infiltrated to the parked
aircraft, destroying several of them in one night. But by dint of
hard work and improvisation, the work was continued, although the
IV Corps had to be put on reduced rations for several weeks. In
June 1944, the volume of airborne supplies increased and reached
the figure of 500 tons per day which was ample for all the needs of
the troops in the plain. When the ground line of communication
was finally reopened on 22 June, the air supplies had reached their
peak and could maintain the garrison as long as required.

During the course of the siege, the Allied air forces delivered
over 22,000 British tons of supplies to the IV Corps, and poured in
over 20,000 combatant troops as reinforcements. Over 10,000
casualties and 35000 “useless mouths” were evacuated from the
plain.*  This achievement was probably the most important single
fact?r in defeating the Japanese offensive. If it had failed, even
partially, Imphal might have fallen to the Japanese and the course
of the war would have been different.

CONCLUSION

By the third week of June 1944, the struggle for Imphal was
over. The Japanese bid to capture the strategic plain had failed.

** Mountbatten's Report.

" “The Siege of Imphal” Op. cit.
. The ‘useless mouths’ were those non-combatants and others who were not
immediately useful for the defence of Imphal and whose presence at hal re-
quired more rations to be brought by air into Imphal. Apart from the 35, sent
mt?in lng:dl:y &finzl,ooo Mm glu:'ut' o ht;l;e Surmia valley over the difficult

westwa —Telegram No. 0-2028 d
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In the southern and south-eastern sectors, their frantic assault had
been held up near Bishenpur and Tengnoupal respectively. Along
the Litan road, the 20th Indian Division was advancing deep into
the hills and was closing in upon Ukhrul. In the northern sector,
the sth Indian Division had cut through the Japanese steel ring
around the plain and broken the siege by linking up with the
XXXII Corps troops. . ] )51y

The Japanese commander of the Fifteenth Army had gambled
for high stakes, and had lost. He had banked on quick success
and had hoped to maintain his forces in the inhospitable region by
local supplies and captured dumps. But these hopes had been
belied. His troops had indeed fought like heroes and covered them-
selves with glory. They had performed superhuman feats of
tenncity and endurance and had proved yet again that Japanese
troops could stand hardships and absorb losses which would have
disintegrated any other army in the world.** But they had attacked
prepared positions held by over 1,50,000 Allied troops with barely
one-third of that strength.*® They had run out of ammunition in
the middle of the battles and had to conserve every round. Supplies
of food and medicine were completely exhausted. Their plight was
so desperate that when, early in May, a Japanese patrol attacked
and temporarily drove out an Indian picquet in the Silchar track
area, it snatched up the food stored in the position first and left the
ammunition untouched.®® Most of the troops, consequently, had to
subsist on a diet of grass and bamboo shoots, augmented occasional-
ly by their own pack animals. Their losses had been shattering. By
the end of May 1944, about gooo men had been killed, apart from
casualties inflicted by Allied artillery fire, bombing, and by disease.*®
In the middle of April, a Japanese prisoner of war in the Litan road
sector said that the total strength of three of the companies in his
regiment was reduced to only 150 men, and No. 1o Company of
the sist Regiment had only ten men left in it.** In spite of it all,
there were no cases of wholesale surrender even by small bodies of
Japanese troops. They did not lose heart and kept hammering
away at the stout defences till ordered to withdraw.*

2 Their gallant opponent, Gen. Slim, has gone on record concerniﬁsdthe
om

Japanese 33 Div. in particular: “Whatever one may think of the military.
of thus pursuing a hopeless object, there can be no question of the supreme cour-
age and hardihood of the Japanese soldiers ... T know of no army that coule
have equalled them.” Op. cit., p. 337.

33 Appreciation of the situation by GOC IV Corps dated 30 April 1944,

* Operations, IV Corps.

i sPecla:iCo Order dated 29 May 1944 ; File No. 8537. J

* Operations i

" Explaining their failure to capture Palel the Japanese said, after the w
that “owing to overconfidence by the troops (Japanese) engaged there, rein
ments were not demanded until too late,” Burma Command Intelligence Summa
No. 7. : -
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This was magnificent, but it was not war. The Japanese com-
manders had bungled at the start ; they quarrelled at the end. The
officers commanding the 3:st and 15th Divisions asked for reinforce-
ments and suppiles of artillery ammunition from the Army Com-
mander, and when this was not met, the 315t Division retreated
from Kohima at the end of May without orders from the Army
Commander. Lieut-General Mutaguchi, GOC-in-C, Japanese
Fifteenth Army, became dissatisfied with the commanders of the
33rd Division and the 51st Division also. Consequently, the GOC
33rd Division was replaced in May 1944 by Lieut-General Tanaka,
the GOC 315t Division by Lieut.-General Tsuchida and the GOC
15th Division by Lieut.-General Shibata in June 1944®. Such
unprecedented wholesale replacements of all the divisional com-
manders in the midst of battle created widespread discouragement .
and dismay.

The Allied commanders, on the other hand, were fully vindicat-
ed in their strategy. Their plan of pulling back and defeating the
Japanese attacks on the perimeter of Imphal plain had proved
successful. Tt was essentially a battle of annihilation, in the sense
that inflicting maximum casualties on the attackers was the main
tactical objective throughout the struggle. This objective was kept
steadily in mind by General Scoones, and he even held back the
ist Indian Infantry Brigade from advancing towards Ukhrul in
April, because it was easier to kill the Japanese near Litan than in
the denser. jungle further on.* The Imphal plain had been kept
inviolate from the attackers, and devastating losses were inflicted
upon tl::e Japanese, which made it impossible for them to hold up
the major Allied offensive that followed.

The Indian and British soldiers also had proved again their
mettle in fierce combat. They had held and beaten back the
desperate Japanese attacks on every sector and had inflicted far
heavier casualties than they suffered. They showed that they had
n_lastered the difficult art of jungle warfare, and, given suitable
circumstances, could defeat the flower of the Imperial Japanese
armies face to face in the field. They had stood firm on every
sector and had pierced through the Japanese defences in the north
to join l.lands once again with the XXXIII Corps which had liberat-
ed Kohima and was marching down to meet them,

* SEATIC Bulletin No. 240. The GOC of 15th Divisi i
dnrh by e o Division was replaced after his

* DO Letter dated 24 April 1944, from General Scoones to General Slim.
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(b) that either before or in conjunction with an attack on
Imphal, they would cut the road Dimapur—Kohima—
Imphal with a view to isolating Imphal from any reserves
which the Allies might have in the north ;

(c) that should Japanese forces capture Kohima, they would
probably attack Dimapur from the south-east ;

(d) that no ground should be considered to be impassable for
the Japanese. They could always by-pass any defended
locality but they were likely to fight for main road and
tracks which were essential for their own maintenance.

The forces available for the XXXIII Corps in the beginning
were the Lushai Brigade and the troops under the 202nd Line of
Communication Area. Except for the 161st Indian Infantry
Brigade, 1st Burma Regiment and the garrison of Kohima, which
were concentrated in an operational role, the of the 202nd
Line of Communication Area were too dispersed and immobile to
be of use in other than local defence duties and local counter-attacks.

The forces in the Lushai Hills were adequate to observe and
delay any hostile penetration into that area, which was considered
fairly safe from Japanese incursions till about the end of April.
However, nothing was to be taken from the Lushai Brigade to re-
inforce another portion of the front. The area was about four days”
journey by road from Dimapur, and so it was considered best to
leave it as a self-contained sector under the Lushai Brigade.

The sector to the west of the Silchar valley, i.e., between the
Lushai Hills and the main Dimapur sector, was to be defended by
the Mahendra Dal Regiment supported by a company of 2/5 Royal
Gurkha Rifles, operating under the command of 257th Sub-area.
The Mahendra Dal was ordered to hold up for delay, Japanese
columns trying to advance westward along the Bishenpur—Silcha
track or other hill paths between the Imphal plain and the Silcha
valley.

North of this sector lay the main Dimapur—Kohima a
The defence of Dimapur was vital for the success of the
Corps operations, and Lieut-General Stopford made it his first con-
cern. Before the end of March, when the 1615t Indian Infantry
Brigade was the only major formation available in the area, this
brigade was placed at the Nichuguard defile to shield Dimapur from
the south-west. Even Kohima was thus left exposed to the Japanese
attack. But the defence of Dimapur was rightly considered fa
more important than that of Kohima, for, if Dimapur fell to th
Japanese, even the build-up of the XXXIII Corps would by
difficult. The newly arriving brigades of the 2nd British Divisio
and the 7th Indian Division would then be forced to detrain at ;
distance and would have to recapture Dimapur without havin,
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space for the proper deployment of their supporting arms. The
Japanese, on the other hand, would capture immense stores of all
kinds at Dimapur, thus easing the burden on their long and difficult
lines of communication. Bearing in mind these considerations,
Lieut.-General Stopford first consolidated his hold on Dimapur and
made adequate perparations, as more units of the 2nd British
Division arrived, for preventing any infiltration by Japanese columns
against the road and railway north and south of Dimapur. It was
only after his Dimapur base had been securely held by the units
of the 2nd British Division that he began a systematic advance for
the relief of the besieged garrison in Kohima.?

For dealing with Japanese infiltrations further north against the
road and railway that served as the line of communication of
General Stilwell's Chinese and American forces in the Hukawng
Valley, the 23rd Long Range Penetration Brigade was ordered to
operate in two columns from Golaghat and Mariani - towards
Kohima and Mokokchung. These columns were not only to secure
the Allied line of communications along the Brahmaputra valley but
also threaten, later on, the Japanese line of communications passing
through Jessami and Ukhrul.

JAPANESE PLAN FOR THE CAPTURE OF KOHIMA

As has been mentioned earlier, the Japanese 315t Division was
allotted the task of occupying Kohima in order to cut off the retreat
line of the Allied troops in the Imphal Plain. To recapitulate, the
Japanese 31st Division crossed the river Chindwin on 15 March in
two columns which were to fan out and later converge on Kohima.
On the right was 138th Regiment moving towards Kohima via
Bombal—Kuki—Jessami with orders “to fall on Kohima and
annihilate the enemy on that front”. This regiment reached Kuki
without incident on 21 March, but thereafter it met with opposition.
It fought a stiff action with the elements of “V” Force on 25 March,
at Kanjang Kuki, which however did not stop its march towards
Kohima. Between 26 March and 1 April, it overcame opposition
offered by the elements of the 161st Indian Infantry Brigade and
1st Assam Regiment in Jessami and Kharasom area. Outskirts of
Kohima were reached on 4 April.

On the left of the Japanese forces moving from the Chindwin
was the 58th Regiment. Its plan of action was to travel to Ukhrul,
destroy opposition there and along the road and then attack towards
Mao Songsang, cut the Imphal—Kohima road and then turn north
to join the 138th Regiment in the battle of Kohima. It performed

* Operations of XXXIII Corps, File No. 3694.
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these tasks after overcoming the soth Parachute Brigade at Sangshak
and captured Tuphema on 2 April and entered Mao Songsang the
next day. It was now possible for it to make its attack on Kohima
from the south while the 138th Regiment attacked from the north
and east. This left hand column was known as Miyazaki Tai and
consisted of the Headquarters 315t Divisional Infantry Group, 58th
Infantry Regiment, and Battalion 3ist Mountain Artillery Regi-
ment, one company 315t Engineer Regiment and medical personnel.
The Miyazaki Tai was commanded by Major-General Miyazaki,
commander of the 315t Divisional Infantry Group.

A reconnaissance of the Allied positions around Kohima was
immediately carried out by the Miyazaki Tai and a plan of attack
was promptly decided upon. One Company of 58th Infantry Regi-
ment with two mortars and two medium machine-guns was to hold
Tuphema and guard the road coming from Imphal. The rst
Battalion 58th Infantry Regiment, less one company, was to advance
to the west of Kohima via Maram and cut the Kohima—Dimapur
road, thus preventing further Allied reinforcements reaching the
Kohima garrison. The right column consisting of the 3rd Battalion
58th Infantry Regiment and one company of mountain artillery was
to advance to Kohima via Mao Songsang and Kekrima, while the
left column comprising the rest of the force was to advance to
Kohima along the main road from Imphal. It was anticipated that
if the Miyazaki Tai launched its attack at once without waiting for
the arrival of the rest of the 315t Division it would be able to occupy
Kohima without difficulty. This bold plan was approved by the
commander of the 3:st Division, whereupon the troops started to
move forward on 4 April. The Miyazaki Tai entered Kohima on
6 April and began its historic siege which was to last for several
weeks. The main body of the Japanese 3rst Division reached a
position east of Kohima on 7 April. The 138th Infantry Regiment
and the major portion of the 3ist Mountain Artillery Regiment
then moved round to the north of Kohima and descended to cut
the road from Kohima to Dimapur. One company of the r2th
Infaniry Regiment was sent to Rangazumi to guard the right
flank of the 35t Division against attack from the north. The
remainder of the i12th Infantry Regiment was concentrated in
the area east of Kohima as a central reserve. Headquarters
315t Division was located about nine miles east of Kohima, at
Khanjang.

THE TOPOGRAPHY AND DEFENCE SCHEME OF KOHIMA

Topographically, the Kohima—Dimapur area formed part of
the Naga Hills. Dimapur lay on the low plain of the Brahmaputra

Major-General D. T, Cowan
Commander 17th Indian Division

Major-General D. D. Gracey
Commander 20th Indian Division
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valley, of which dense tropical forests and tall ‘elephant grass’ were

the main features. The Kohima road ran south for about ten miles

from Dimapur before entering the narrow gorge of the Jharnapani

stream. Climbing up the gorge, which was known as the Nichu-

guard defile, the road reached a plateau over a thousand feet in

altitude. About twelve miles west along the road lay Baghpani,

where higher hills began and the road climbed up to about 4000

feet. Priphema was then reached, situated 28 miles from Dimapur.

From Priphema the road ran about eight miles east to Zubza lying

at the same altitude. Kohima lay south-east of Zubza stream.

Across the stream lay another high spur which carried a good track

from Kohima to Merema and Cheswema. Since this spur was

occupied by the Japanese, the Allied advance from Zubza onwards

was always open to a flank attack across the Zubza stream. More-

over, beyond Zubza the Kohima road had to climb tortuously up a

Major-General H. R. Briggs valley to a saddle 5000 feet high called Kohima Ridge, which lay

Commander 5th Indian Division across it like a dam. Climbing up, the road ran along the top of

the ridge, passing through Kohima town. Beyond, it bent away

again to resume its southward course to Imphal. From Kohima a

jeep track ran east to Jessami, whence a hill track led to the

Chindwin. A second and indifferent road ran back towards the

Assam plain via Merema, as already described. Kohima was, there-

fore, a road junction of importance, which, combined with the com-

manding hills across and on both sides of the road, made it of vital
concern to both the sides. . - '

An aerial view of the Ridge would look like the outline of a
hunting saddle when it is on its saddle rock. The pommel is to the
left, and the cantle to the right. From pommel to cantle is 1000
yards, and the depth through the flap 500 yards. On all sides,
except at the ends, the ground fell steeply away, but from these two
ends ridges ran off to right and left, which later rose into high hills
2000 yards off ; these overlooked the position from both sides. On
the pommel was the Deputy Commissioner's Bungalow ; in the
cantle area were the Detail Issue Store and Field Supply Depot. The
road from Imphal ran along the seat of the saddle from right to left,
curved round the pommel and stretched away to the rear to Jotsoma
and Dimapur. It formed a natural defence line for over half the
perimeter ; being on the side of a steep hill, it had a cutting on the
garrison side, varying from ten to fifty feet in height. There were,
however, two obvious lines of approach along the two ridges at either
end, and it was from these two ends that the attackers tried to press
forward. ‘ ;

Kohima garrison was holding a strong position in the highest
part of the town. It commanded an excellent view of the entire sur-
rounding area, but it was itself overlooked by higher ranges on all

18

Major-General Frank Messervy
Commander 7th Indian Division
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back the road-blocks and continue the advance was defeated. Heavy
defensive fire was poured forth by the Japanese from Shaving Brush
and Basha Spurs andthetmopsrunmnedhalted. 11 June also was
spent in fruitless attacks against the densely wooded Shaving Brush
Spur, which came to grief due to an inaccuracy in the maps which
did not tally with the ground. When the real configuration of the
hill features was realised, the intended attack by 7 WORC R was
put off and the troops were reshuffled. On 13 June, 1 Cameron
i ' climbed up a precipitous slope above Shaving Brush Spur and the
e next day they swooped down from the dizzy heights on to Shaving
| Brush Spur By noon on 14 June, 1 Cameron had ploughed through
b
\

P Bl Py ez g e

the opposition and established contact with 1/8 LF on the road.
7 WORC R meanwhile had attacked the Viswema village and
Wooded Spur with the help of tanks, machine-gun fire and artillery
barrage. The attacking troops killed or drove out the defenders and
occupied their objectives by evening the same day. Though mop-
. pmg up of stray Japanese troops continued for a couple of days
| longer, the main opposition was broken and the advance was imme-
Y diately taken up again. The 6th Brigade with the 2nd Reconnais-
4 4 sance Regiment and the tanks passed ahead and reached milestone
¥ 62 where they were halted by a broken bridge. The engineers
, immediately started working to restore the bridge and completed
= their task by the dawn of 15 June. That morning the 6th Brigade
B moved up again headed by an armoured column.

| The advance met with no opposition prior to reaching milestone
[ 5% 64 where the leading tank was ambushed and damaged. Brushing
| ok aside that minor resistance, the column advanced about another mile

f where it was. held up by Japanese positions firing from the west of
the road. Further advance proving impracticable that day, the 6th
g Brigade established itself at Khuzami while the 5th Brigade reached

; Viswema. Sporadlc firing took place during the night of 15/16 June,
: and on the morning of 16 June a heavy artillery bombardment was
|/ inflicted on the Japanese positions. 2 DLI and the tanks attacked
[ immediately after and broke through, easily. They advanced some
\ distance but were held up again by a land-slide which had blocked

|

Lieut.-General
George E. Stratemeyer (USAAF)
Air Commander
Fastern Air Command

the road in the area of the bridge at milestone 65. In consequence,
il the 6th Brigade had to halt for the night just one mile north of Mao
Songsang On 17 June, the Japanese prevented further progress by -
appearing again on the thickly wooded spurs to the west of the road
at milestone 64'4. Mopping up operations were again taken in
hand, but were slowed down due to the thick jungle and the difficult
ground. On the night of 17/18 June, heavy artillery fire was opened
against the Japanese positions in Mao Songsang. After several
hours’ pounding by a large number of guns on the morning of 18
June, 1 Cameron started an encircling movement from the west and

Major-General  O. L. Roberts
Commander 23rd Indian Division




Special Force troops in Japanese occupied
Burma wading through water on patrol duty

Soldiers wounded during the Second Wingate Expedi-
tion awaiting evacuation by air in Central Burma
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7 WORC R from the east. Falsifying all expectations, the Japa-
nese this time evacuated Mao Songsang immediately and precipitate-
ly retreated eastwards. The armoured column with the 1st Royal
Welch Fusiliers and two squadrons of the 2nd Reconnaissance Regi-
ment passed through. The sth Brigade followed them and pressed
on south, leaving the 6th Brigade less the 1st Royal Welch Fusiliers to
occupy Mao Songsang. Meeting no resistance, the forward troops
raced on to Tuphema and beyond up to milestone 78. Here the
advance was stopped again by a broken bridge. A party of sappers
sent forward to repair the bridge was fired on by Japanese mortars,
and the armoured column had to halt for the night in the area of
milestone 77. By that evening 1 Cameron and the 2nd Reconnais-
sance Regiment were in Tuphema. The 6th Brigade less the 1st
Royal Welch Fusiliers was in Mao Songsang and the 4th Brigade was
still in reserve at Khuzami. The next day, 18 June, saw very rapid
advance, the infantry marching about 16 miles. The Corps Headquar-
ters moved up the same day from milestone 32 to milestone 54. The
XXXIII Corps was now within sight of its goal and was confident of
linking up soon with the IV Corps troops advancing from Imphal.
The rapid advance of the 2nd Division had been greatly assisted

by the operations of the 7th Indian Division. After capturing the
Naga village in Kohima on 2 June, the 7th Indian Division started
operations by sending numerous patrols as far afield as Thizama and
Rekroma, but on 3 June these patrols found no trace of the Japanese.
On 4 June, the 114th Indian Infantry Brigade sent 4/5 Royal
Gurkha Rifles to Chakama and 4/14 Punjab concentrated at
Chedema.** Left of it, 1/1 Punjab reached Rekroma without oppo-
sition. The advance was continued steadily on 5 June without any
contact being made with the Japanese. By midday that day, 4/14
Punjab and 4/5 Royal Gurkha Rifles had reached Chakhabama pick-
ing up guns, mortars and other equipment abandoned by the Japa-
nese in their hasty retreat. Extensive positions dug and prepared
with the usual Japanese skill were also discovered in that area show-
ing that the Japanese had originally intended to defend these posi-
tions. They had probably been abandoned due to the advance of
the 23rd Long Range Penetration Brigade further east. Moving on,
the forward companies of 4/5 Royal Gurkha Rifles met the Japanese
rearguards at Kezoma on the morning of 6 June. Patrols were
Ammediately thrown out and the battalion was concentrated for
attack. Meanwhile 4/14 Punjab was advancing south from Chakha-
bama, and Headquarters 114th Indian Infantry Brigade with two
itteries of the 25th Mountain Regiment came up in support. The

* War Diary of 7th Indian Division.
20
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evening of 6 June 1/1 Punjab was located near milestone 10 and
4 Royal West Kent was placed at milestone 6 on the ]es:saml‘t.rack.
4/5 Royal Gurkha Rifles attacked Kezoma dun-ng the night of 6/7
June and occupied the locality early in the morning of 7 June. Its
patrols, following hard on the heels of the retreating Japanese,
encountered opposition only on reaching Kidima and Kekrima.
The latter was a village built high up on a hill commanding the
road, and threatened the eastern flank of the 114th Indian Infantry
Brigade. Giving the Japanese no time to dig themselves in, the
161st Indian Infantry Brigade quickly moved forward. Between 8
and g June, 4/7 Rajput captured Kekrima without opposition au.ld its
patrols established contact with the units of the 23rd LR.P. Brigad
inthesamearea,nearmilesﬁbnemon&e]essmgimch"
On 10 June, the 114th Indian Infantry Brigade and the 161st
‘Indian Infantry Brigade patrolled extensively around Kidima and
Kekrima, respectively. The Japanese positions in these areas were
subjected to intense artillery fire from the 25th Mountain Regiment
and the 5.5” medium guns of the Corps artillery. But no major
change took place in the situation on 11 and 12 June in Ehe 114th
Indian Infantry Brigade area. The Japanese opened artil fire
on Kezoma but the guns were silenced by the fire of Allied guns.
Two companies of 2 S. Lan. Regiment attacked a Japanese position
400 yards south-west of Kidima, but returned ungucweaful after
losing their way in the jungle in the dark, rainy night.** On the
1615t Indian Infantry Brigade front, however, 1/1 Punjab passed
through 4 Rajput in Kekrima and captured three small hills on the
north side of the track, about three miles east of Kekrima. )
On 13 June, patrols were sent by 4/14 Punjab to by-pass Kidima
and reconnoitre the Japanese positions at Oukrophoku. Threatened
by this manoeuvre to encircle them, the Japanese evacuated Kidima
and retreated to Oukrophoku. Hence on 14 June, 2 S. Lan: chmn_mt
occupied Kidima against slight resistance, and on the 161st Indian
Infantry Brigade front Thepfezuma was occupie.d by a company of
4 Rajput. Patrols could find no Japanese troops in Khezha Kenoma,
norcouldany]apanesebeaeenasfarasmilestoneﬁonthc]essa:ml
track. The Japanese were obviously retreating fast and were trying
to avoid action before reaching their next defended positions. On
15 June also, they continued withdrawing. 2 S. Lan. Regiment con-
solidated its hold on Kidima village and 4/14 Punjab occupied
Oukrophoku without opposition. Patrols on 15 June ranged up to
Phosemei and Tsozipfemai. On 16 June, Headquarters 161st Indian
Infantry Brigade and 4 Royal West Kent moved to milestone 28

on the Jessami track, and 1/1 Punjab occupied Thepfezuma ; 4 Raj-

23 w“

* War Diary of 7th

of Headquarters 161st Indian Infantry
ln%hn Division.

-
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put also occupied Khezha Kenoma and by that night its patrols
reached the Tuphema—Kharasom track near RE 6544. On 17 June,
the whole of 4 Rajput followed up and established a road-block on
the Tuphema—Kharasom track in order to prevent the escape of
Japanese units withdrawing from the main Kohima—Imphal road.
The 161st Indian Infantry Brigade Headquarters and 4 Royal West
Kent moved to RE 715472. 4/14 Punjab also captured Kisepvemei
that day, which was only about a mile east of Mao Songsang, then
being attacked by the 2nd Division. By this double threat, the
- Japanese as described earlier, evacuated Mao Songsang which was
- occupied by the 2nd Division on 18 June. By that day two batta-
lions of the 161st Indian Infantry Brigade were astride the Tuphema
—Kharasom track which was their important strategic objective as
thereby Japanese withdrawal on the main road was made precarious.
The success of the operation had blocked the last major route from

the Kohima area eastwards for the Japanese.* . i

The task given to the 7th Indian Division had now been com-
pleted.  Although it had encountered only minor resistance from
small Japanese parties, the division had advanced through very
difficult terrain. The monsoon had further accentuated its difficul-
ties turning the steep mountain tracks into terrible quagmires of
mud. The Kohima—Jessami track had always been considered
- usable only during dry weather and the maintenance of a full divi-
sion by means of it during the monsoon presented many difficulties.
The problem was solved by making use of all available jeeps and
their trailers within the Corps. The jeep convoys carried supplies
up to Chakhabama, forward of which only mules and porters could
be used.  Although from Kohima to Chakhabama was only 12 miles
by the track, a jeep often took four hours to cover the distance.
- Landsslides further hampered the work and a number of jeeps were
lost by sliding into the deep ravines. The engineers and pioneers
put forth their best exertions to maintain the track in a passable
~condition. The fighting troops had also shown admirable dash and
stamina in the face of serious difficulty. Hence it was now obvious
1t the 7th Indian Division could not keep pace with the 2nd Divi-
m which was advancing along a fine metalled road where every
am was bridged, while the 7th Indian Division had to s rle
gh steep hills and dense sodden forests with hardly a usable
. in the whole area. The 7th Indian Division was, therefore,
red to halt its advance and concentrate its units, maintaining at
#ame time patrols to the east and south-east of the main road.
19 June, the 114th Indian Infantry Brigade less 4/5 Royal Gurkha *
¢ began to move towards Mao Songsang. The 161st Indian
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air, it would “materially assist the plan”.* The brigade was
earmarked to advance in mid-February 1944 towards Lashio and
Gokteik and to engage Japanese forces stationed in its vicinity until
Chinese forces had been able to secure the Bhamo-Lashio area.’

Acoording to Joint Planning Staff Paper No. 107, the conception
of operations in Upper Burma was:—

(a) The capture and retention by British forces of the Katha-
Indaw area, astride the main Japanese rail and river com-
munications to the north. Forces in this area to be

- supplied during the monsoon by air.

(b) The capture and retention of Myitkyina by Chinese/
American forces from Ledo. -

(c) The capture and retention of Bhamo-Lashio by Chinese
forces from Yunnan.

(d) The advance of the main forces to these objectives to be:

preceded and assisted by the operations of Long Range
Penetration forces..

It was anticipated that three British and one American Long
Range Penetration Brigades would be employed as in paragraph (d)
above. They would commence operations about mid-February 1944,
and advance simultaneously across the Myittha, Chindwin and
Salween rivers. One British Long Range Penetration Brigade was
to undertake operations from Chittagong via Haka area towards
Gangaw-Pakokku, while another brigade would operate from Homa-
lin area towards Katha and cut the Japanese lines of communication
to Myitkyina. The third British brigade was to be flown to Pao-
shan and from there advance against the Bhamo line of communica-
tion and Gokteik. The American brigade was also to operate from
Paoshan towards Lashio at the same time.

Outline plans for operations in Burma as laid down in Joint
Planning Staff Paper No. 107 were further examined on 2 October
1943, by the Joint Planning Staff. Lack of transport aircraft, how-
ever, led to the abandonment of the idea of flying Long Range
Penetration Groups to Paoshan'® while the impossibility of obtain-
ing information about the airfield at Indaw aggravated the difficulties
of the planners. Thus the plans decided on 25 September 1943, for
the most part came to nought, and planning had to be considered
anew.

In a directive issued by the British Prime Minister on 23 October
1943, to Lord Mountbatten, it was stated that his prime duty was to
engage the Japanese “as closely and continuously as possible in order

by attrition to consume and wear down the enemy’s forces, especnlly-

'I-‘ile No. 329(A),
FPS Paper No. 107.
Paper No. 109.

Major-General Orde C. Wingate, p.s.o,
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his ajr forces.” Secondly, but of equal importance, the Supreme
Allied Commander, South-East Asia Command, was asked “to main-
tain and broaden our contacts with China, both by the air route and
by establishing direct contact through Northern Burma inter alia by
suitably organised, air-supplied ground forces of the greatest possible
strength.”"!

As mentioned earlier, Lord Mountbatten formally took over

as Supreme Allied Commander South-East Asia Command
with effect from midnight 15/16 November 1943, and his presence
on the spot led to the speedy formulation of plans regarding opera-
tions in Upper Burma. Several related operations had already been
approved at the Cairo Conference in November 1943, but the with-
drawal in December of a part of the amphibious fleet and the refusal
of the Generalissimo to carry out his part of the bargain, caused Lord
Mountbatten to review all the plans. Several alternative plans were
examined and rejected before General Sir George J. Giffard sub-
mitted his final plan of operations in North Burma to the Supreme
Allied Commander in December 1943. This plan stipulated for:
(@) An advance down the Kabaw valley towards Kalewa-
Kalemyo ; the construction of an all-weather road via
Tamu, as far as possible towards Yuwa and Kalewa on
the Chindwin.
(b) The use (initially) of three Long Range Penetration Bri-
gades in the Katha-Indaw area.

This plan was then referred by the Supreme Allied Commander
to the Chiefs of Staff. It depended for success entirely on road cons-
truction and on overcoming strong Japanese defences in the Tiddim
area. When, at the end of January, the €hiefs of Staff were told that
it was not possible to reach the Kalewa-Klemyo area before the mon-
soon, the plan had to be considerably modified. Eventually, the
entire plan was abandoned because of the Japanese offensive launch-
ed during March 1944, which has been already described.'®

By Christmas 1943, the 16th British and the 77th and r11th
Indian Infantry Brigades had completed their training in Long
Range Penetration tactics. It was originally planned that these
three brigades should enter Northern Burma by land in advance of
the main Allied thrusts from the Ledo, Imphal, and Arakan areas.
Early in 1944, however, with the three brigades in their concentra-
tion area, doubts were entertained as to whether more than one
brigade could successfully cross the Chindwin and enter Burma by
march-route since the Japanese were closely watching every major
crossing place on the Chindwin, in anticipation of a second Wingate

Rfn. Ganju Lama, M.Mm. Naik Agan Singh Rai
lrr/? 62{";]\& Rifles 2/5 Royal Gurkha Rifles

! Directive by Prime Minister in Appendix C, Mountbatten’s Report, p. 226.
% Giffard’s ll;Zspatch, s i Sk
* See Chapters XI to §V
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2/5 Roval Gurkha Rifles 2/5 Roval Gurkha Rifles




















































T A ey S








































A B

g W
| T TR

|

WUNTHO—INDAW—BANMAUK AREA

IMEAINMTRII

NAMLIT

it



























S e T P R S










DISPOSITIONS OF JAPANESE FORCES. . ( _D
ILE (50 COL) - _ oem——
“u| SsTarFoRos (80 CoL)-_______ e cmmip
“ak ] 3/6 G.R. (83 COL). o . mmosamp
;__" 144 REGT OF 38 (CHINESE) DIV .- samased

g v,’-

NOTE. SPOT HEIGHTS SHOWHN THUS & IN FEET



































































PRTRENE

N e
















“aperii et

R

y

.

442 THE RECONQUEST OF BURMA

foreseeable requirements to be sucl:plemented later as required by drop-
ging stores. is saves men and mules from unnecessary effort, cuts

own the size of the tail, but does of course involve some waste of
equipment dropped which cannot be carried.

ﬂ) The first attack on INDAW violated the principle of ‘main-
tenance of the object” The objective given was the town itself, which
consisted of a collection of bamboo houses, which was of NO value
whatsoever to our forces. The object, however, was cutting the rail
and road communications (which could have been cut anywhere in the
area and NOT necessarily in the town itself), and the destruction of
the various dumps iocate! in the surrounding villages and jungle.

In general, LR.P. Forces should NOT expected to attack and
capture towns such as MOGAUNG, which was forced on 77 Ind Inf Bde.

(k) The problem of adequate combined planning is still unsolved.
An operation of this nature involves multiplicity of Headquarters and
organisations spread over the ample terrain of IA and the forward
areas.

At the outset of operations. when the plan envisaged holding the
INDAW-KATHA area, 1t was announced to the KACHINS as far
south as the 24th parallel that this time we intended to hold such

ound as we captured, that is to say, that we intended to remain in
orth BURMA and therefore would be able to protect them. This was

APPENDIX 13
SOME TYPES OF JAPANESE ARTILLERY

The following notes have been reproduced from war-time reports

70-mm. Battalion Gun

THE INFANTRY “BATTALION” GUN (70-mm. MORTAR GUN)

This is a 70-mm. mortar gun of “92” (1932) pattern, It is issued on a scale
of two to each infantry battalion. The details are as follows: —

Pattern “92 (1932)
Calibre 70-mm. (2.75%)
Length of piece 16.1 cals

Wit. of shell ... 8.36 1bs.
Muzzle velocity 650 f/s.

Max Range ... 3000 yds,

Wrt. in action 446 1bs.

Max clevation S51°

Max Traverse 40°

The weapon is not very efficient. It is very shaky on its mounting and is very
finnicky to work, too many adjustments having to be made when firing.

By a svstem of cranks on the wheels, the gun can be given three main eleva-
tions, followed by normal ranging adjustments ; the shells have four different charges,
and there are four sights to be used accordingly. Like the “Regimental” gun,
it employs the normal dial sight in use in the artillery.

Considerable difficulty is experienced in getting the men proficient in handling
this weapon in the short time available for training, and it is not viewed favourably
by the }:upam‘sc. -

Its crew is ten men and one NCO and, when manhandled, these ten men are
employed as follows:—

Section Cmd carrying spare parts

Nos. | and 2 dragging the gun

Nos. 3 and 4 pushing the gun

No. carrving the sights and laving apparatus
Nos. 6 to 10 carrying the ammn.

wn
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i

5-mm. Regimental Gun

THE INFANTRY “REGIMENTAL" GUN MEI]JI 41" (75-mm.
MOUNTAIN GUN)

Details of the old type gun are:

Pattern . w1908 .

Type <) «.. Q.F. Shielded gun on two wheeled car
Tl;lgl'

Calibre o 73-mm. (2,95 ins.)

Length of barrel ey 3 iklig NS

Rifling o 70 uniform twist

No. of grooves SRR

Breech mechanism ... ... Single motion, swinging: interrupted
SCrew

Firing mechanism By lanvard through trigger to striker in
breech block
Carriage : " Takes down into axle and cradle, car-
riage proper, ftrail picce with spade
and shield

Trail e 3 Forked
Weight in action wa 1,500 1bs.
Diameter of wheels ... o 3 ft. 7 ins.
Sights ... Telescope dial
Max elevation Lo S

Max depression 8

Traverse A 2, 31° each wav
Muzzle velocity L - 250 ES,
Max range 7000 vards

Time for unpacking and
assembling 3 mins,
Rate of fire 20 rounds per minute

The gun has a crew of one N.C.O. and 12 men.

This was originally a mountain gun, and was used as such till 1935. Being
replaced then by a more modern mountain gun (Meiji ‘94" pattern), the old 75-mm,
(pattern 41) gun was handed over to the infantry as ‘Regimental’ Gun,

APPENDICES

75-mm. Mountain Gun, Type “94"

75-mm. MOUNTAIN GUN TYPE “94" (1934)

Calibre

Max Range [.\Iulul.mll. -

(Long Pointed)

Muzzle Velocity
Elevation

Traverse

Wit. of Shell

il type
Transport

Max Rate of Fire
Max marching specd
Total Weight

Length of gun limbered

Lands

‘\\

73-mm.
7980 yds.
9080 vds.

1130 f/s.
107 1o

40

14.24 1bs.

Split

6 Horses &
10-12 r.p.m.
6 m.p.h.
10.7 cwt.
13.1 fr.

28

Limber Horse
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75-mm. Field Gun Type “90”

75-mm. FIELD GUN TYPE *“90”

The gun is of modern design and has a horizontal sliding breech, hydropneu-

matic recoil mechanism and split trail.

It is casily recognised by its long barrel

and slotted muzzle brake. The carriage may be equipped with wooden wheels,
when horse-drawn, or with pneumatic tyres for motor transport.

The Type “90" is perhaps the most accurate and cfficient field piece at present
used by the Japanese. A more recent version of this 75-mm gun, the Type “95” has

been encountered frequently. However,

truction and is inferior in performance.

manufactured in 1942,

CHARACTERISTICS

Weight
Height arin

Length (firing position)

Width

Muzzle velocity
Maximum range (horizontal)
Rate of fire K&
Traverse

Elevation

Depression

Length of recoil

Sight

Ammunition

Weight of projectile

the latter model is of less rugged cons-
Markings on the guns show they were

L0080 Ibs.

ft. 6 ins.

7 ft. 3 ins,

5 fr. 10 ins.

2,230 fps.

15,000 vds.

10-12 rds/min.

25

43°

8

41.3 ins.

Panoramic

HE, APHE, Shrapnel Incendiary, Smoke,
HE pointed

13.95 Ibs.

3
5
|
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37-mm. Anti-Tank Gun

THE 37-mm. ANTI-TANK GUN

The standard anti-tank gun of the Japanese army is the 1935 model 37-mm,
anti-tank gun which, it is believed, has been issued down to infantry 1lil'll;lllli'll:-.
The gun has a maximum range of 5,000 metres (5,900 yds.) and weighs 370 kg.
(7.25 cwt.). ) Weh fox
The gun is very accurate and casy to fire. The maximum rate of fire is twenty
five rounds a minute. The gun is drawn by one horse. When manhandled, its
crew of ten are distributed as follows: —
Numbers | to 3 dragging the gun. : .
Number 4 carryving the hammer for driving in the base of the trail.
Number 5 spare parts, and sights,
Number 6 to 10 ammunition, o
The gun is a split trail weapon, and its wheels swi\‘c‘l to an angle of 45° when
in action, allowing a traverse of 60° for the barrel. Two men are employed in
firing the gun. Number 5 being responsible for keeping the sights on the target
and firing. The gun is semi automatic in that it ejects the shell case at _1hc end
of its 45 ¢m. recoil and the breech closes automatically as the next shell is inserted.





































