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SUITIARY

The rise of the Nazi Party can be understood in‘terms of the
history of German nationalism as it was reflected and molded bv the
various nationalist and racial groups that sprang up in Germany after
the first Vorld Tiar, Some of these pre-fascist groups followed tradi-
tional nationalist lines and reached the proportions of nationwide
parties; others sought to achieve the old imperial aims while emphasiz-
ing in particular the concepts of Pan-Germanism and German racial
supremacy; s$ill others attempted to unite rightist and leftist extremes
in what eame to be called "Hational Bolshevism",

Among the first set, the nationalist parties and leagues, the

most important was the German Netionalist People's Party (Deutschnationale

Volkspartei), an organization which maintained the traditions of the

pro-imperial Konservative Partei of pre~1918 days, Aligned with the

party in defense of aristocratic and industrial interests was the
Stahlhelm, a para-military force of war veterans, Another nationalist

league was the Jungdo (Jwngdeutscher Orden or Young Germans' Order),

which advocated military preparedness in a fraternal community of "folk
and fate" and for a while received financiel support from various in-
dustrialists, The Bavarian defense leagues represented south #erman
opposition to Prussian control and Social Democratic leadership. They
provided a rich soil for the growth of reactionary ideas and served as
training grounds for many future members of the Nazi.Party, Among the
other activities of she defense leagues was the overthrowing in 1919 of
the Bavarian Councils Republis, a project .in which they were supported
by rightist Free Corps from Prussia and_mﬂrttemberg. Still another
related group was constituted by the nationalist student fraternities,

such as the Burschenschaften, Landsmannscheften, and Studentenkorps,

and certain circles of intellectuals such as Friedrich Zimmermann's
Tat-Kreis. An important example of active co-operation between the

Nazis and one of these groups, the Deutschnationale Volkspartei, was the

so-called Harzburg Front, which was formed in 1931 and played a major

. - -

role in Hitler's rise to the chancellorship.
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The racial or v8lkisch associations had aims which were similar
to those of the groups described above but placed their emphasis more
precisely on the Herrenvolk aspect of German expansionism, The origins of
all these associations can be traded to the Pan-Germen League, founded
in the nineteenth century, Unlike the nationalist leagues, most of the

1 . )
volkisch groups joined the Wazis at an early date, The Organisation_

Consul, the first band to employ the swastika emblem in Germany, engi-
neered a series of political murders, ind uding that of Foreign Minister
Walter Rathenau; it was to a large extent absorbed into the SS and S4i,

Jther leagues were more regional in composition, e.g.,, the Bavarian

Oberland/Bund and the Rossbach Brigade, which operated to protect the

Mecklenburg Junkers. The German Racial Freedom Front (Deutschvolkische

Freiheitspartei) hoped at first to lead in the uniting of all the volkisch

groups, but in March 1923 allied itself with the Nazis. General Erich

Ludendorff founded the Tannenbergbund on a platform of hatred for
"Jesuits, Jews, and Freemasons"; thus, before complicity in Hitler's
Munich putsch destroyed his political importance, Ludendorff elaborated
the "stab-in-the-back" legend and helped to inject the strong pagan
element into the Nazis' early ideology. The Artamanen, a "back to the
soil" movement, and the Aolstein Agricultural Leagues made a contribu-

tion to the Nazi program in the concept of Blut und Boden -- "Blood and

Soil."

The third pre-fascist class, the daticnal Bolshevists, was
composed of two distinct extremes, right and left. Both elements op-
posed democracy, the Treaty of Versailles, and the Tieimar Republic's
Western orientation in foreign policy. 5Sut while the left aimed at
utili%ing nationalism to achieve bolshevization, the right hoped to
channel proletarian discontent in the direction of expansionism. Not
only did the National Bolshevists have an effect upon German Communism,
but they also helped to inculcate the idea that the Nazi Party should
aim at social revolution, Related to National Bolshevism was the class

of dissident National Socialists represented by such men as the Strasser

. . Y
11
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brOthﬁiB.IGregor and Jtto, a group which'eventually was liquidated in
the BI#nu Purge of 1934,

From the various groups, the Hazi Party derived ideas, phases
and slogans, symbols, uniforms, and, above all, personnel. In the
beginning the Hazis were forced to view these various organizatisns as
rivals, Eventually, however, the assets of Hitler's-dsmagpwriec ability
and their superior strategy, especially the cloak af "legality", enabled
the Nazis to co-ordinate the pre-faseist elements eand to make a broad
appeal to seemingly conflicting segments of German smacies%y, Part of
their success was due to their exploitation of anti-Semitism as a
political weapon, creating a common enemy for all the divergent leagues
and agitation groups, By their use of open methods and of established
political institutions, the ha.is demonstrated that a nationalist party
such as theirs could come to power without the use of secret or revolu-

tinnary expedients,

iii
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PRE-TFPASCIST GROUPS IN GLRMANY, 1918-1933

I. INTRODUCTION

After the German defeat in the first World Var, many nationalist
-and racial (vglkisch) associations were formed which opposed the terms
of peace .and the government established.underlthe Teimar constitution,
As products of defeat, these groups formulated new:theoriés of nutional
power,gndApolitic;i action. Some of these associétions, such és the
Free Corps, waged ocivil wa} in Germany and fought the troops-of foreign
powers to prevent any changes in the national.frontiers, others engaged
in less overt political activity or attemﬁted through rigid group controls

to perpetuate the traditions of nationalism,l

Until the time of the Kapp putsch in 1920, when various reaction-
ary officers attempted to overthrow tﬁe "'eimar state, the characteristic
aim of most of the leagues had been the restoration of the Imperial
regime, .AftEQ the failure of the Kapp putsch, however, various leagues
began to formulate new theories and methods designed to overcome the
resistance of democratic forces, to seize power, and to establish a
fascist state, Their work helped to prepare the way for the Nazis and
supplied the Hazi Party with personnel, mass support, -and symbols of
mass action, .

On. the basis of their origin and views, these political leagues

- or associations may be classified as (1) nationalist, (2) vOlkisch or

racial, (3) National Boléheva%.r In‘the following pages the various
leagues will be examined undér éhese cateéories. The nationalist groups
retained the old militaristic-impérialistic views prevalent under the
Empire, The zﬁigifgh groups devel&ped new forms of notionalism primarily
on a racial basis. The Wational Bolshevist groups were to be found both
on the extreme right and the extreme left, They wére united on the
objective of achieving a revolution iﬁ Gérmany, but their methods were

different,

1. R&A Report No. 1934,2 "The Pattern.of Illegal Activity after the Lost
War: The Free Corps.,"
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II, TH' NATIONALIST LEAGUES

A. Deutschnationale Veolkspartel and Stahlhelm

The most important nationalist politicai party in Germany during

the Tleimar Republic was the Deutschnationale Volkspartei (German.

Nationalist People's Party). It was the continuation of the pre-1918

Konservative Partei, which had been the chief supporter of the monarchy

and the imperial regime., The Deutschnationale Party in representing the

interests of the Rhineland heavy industry and the East Elbian Junkers,

combined the continued existence of German feudal elements with the needs

of German capitalism, Under the leadership of the indusirialist and

newspaper owner, Alfred Hugenberg, the Deutschnationale built up a power-
fﬁl political machine,

Until 1930 the Jeutschuationale was the strongest rightist party

and opposed any action taken by the Social Democrats or by the so-callad

T’eimar bloc. Through its own trade union, the Deutschnationale

ﬁandlungshilféﬂ~Verband, it attempted to organize the white-collar
workefs and alienate them from the factory workers, This union was af-
filiated with'the General Christign National Federation of German Trade
Unions, but waé in frequent disagreement with its Catholic leadership.,
.
Aligned with fhe party in the role of a defense.league was the
" Stahlhelm (Steel Helmet), an association of war veterans, This ofganiza-
tion claimed to be independent of all political parties and its avowed
purpose was to foster "comradgly solidarity” among ex=-soldiers under the
guidance of former offigers. While there was no objection in principle
to the admittancé of Social Democrats or Jewish veterans, these groups
were hardly represented, and the Stahlhelm consisted overwhelmingly of
represeﬁtatives of the conservative and militarist elements in Germen
society.
The founder and head of the orpanization was I'ranz .,eldte, an
:industrialist from Magdeburg, DPresident Hindenburg was the honorary
chairman of thé organization; and Lt, Col. Theodor DiUsterberg was its

.

military commander, The group had more than a thousand local posts

L
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scattered throughout Germany., To perpetuate its ideals, a.youth move-~
ment was established for the sons of veterans to educate them for‘the
"defense of Germany," 1In Stahlhelm terms, this' slogan was usually
intefpreted.as a war.ef revenge. against the Allied states. Called
Werwolf, this youth movement: played an important role in propagandizing ‘
German nat;qna;ism.. The vetq;angvgroup also had its‘dwn'ﬁéwspaper,_ggg
§tahlhelm, which in spite of its limited circulation had consider;ble
influence,

The Stahlhelm was a typical nationalist organization, It atfempted
to keep alive faith in the old Imperial Army by circulating the m&th that
the Army had never been defeated in battle but had been "stabbed in the
back" by a revolution at home, Consequently, the Stahlhelm was a bitter
enemy of the Weimar Republic and its "red" leaders but a Eéfoﬁg sﬁpporter
of the Reichswehr and any plans for German rearmément., -

In October 1923 Stahlhelm members were used as auxiliary troops
when the Reichswehr suppressed the coalition governmént of the Social
Democrats and Communists in Saxony and Thuringia, In the® same year, the
national organization demanded the dissolution of the German parliément
and the establishment .of. a:nabionalist dictatorship, They called for
the imposition of the death sentence upon strikers and rioters. The
stabilization of the mark in 1924 and the return to normal conditions
in Germany served only to postpone the Stahlhglgli offensive against
the republic. .In 1927, for example, Seldte proposed that this organiza-
tion join with Captain Ehrhardt,l the notorious Free Corps leader, in |
a march on Berlin "to free the city from the specter of red dictatorship,"

The military exercises of the Stahlhelm in 1929 led'éhe'Prussian Govern-
ment to ban the orgenization in the Rhine Province, but#following an appeal
by Seldte to President Hindenburg %the ban was removed, The following

year, the Stahlhelm arranged a demonstration of 100,000 of its members

to make known that "the will of the German people to be a military power

1, See p. 13- below,




cannot be kept down nor can it be kept in chains by coercion,"l The
conflict spread to broader issues. In the presidential elections of
1932, Hindeqberg, t?e honerary chairman of* the Stahlhelm, was éhe
candidatgﬂpf the Social Deméorats and the Center Party., To avoid a

coalition with these groups, the Jeutschnationale and Stahlhelm nominated

Theodor Dﬁsterberg for the office, but the Nazis brought about his defeat

PN

when they revealed that his great-grandfather was a Jew,

Within e year, however, the Deutschnationale and the Nazis had
formed a ;ew coalition and succeeded in making Hitler Chancellor in 1933,2
Hugenberg became lMinister for Economic Affairs for a short period béfore
resigning, Seldte was appointed linister of Labor in the coélition
cabinet, In the hope that this position would enable him fonﬁgstpone
the liquidation of the stahlhelm he joined the Nazi Party iﬁ defiance
of the statutes of higvorganizatipn and even expelled Dﬂsterﬁerg from
his organization, In.&une 1933, however, the SA occupied thé gead—
quarters of the Stahlhelm, liquidating the entire organization and
confiscating its property on the grounds that it was "an enemy of the
state." Seldte, nevertheless remained the titular head of the Reich
Ministry gf Labgr.

B. The Jungdo

The Jungdewtscher Orden or Jungdo (Young Germans' Order) had much

in common with the Stahlhelm, Both groups claimed that they were "un-
political” and "abgye party," and both sought to restore German militéry
power and to suppress democratic institutions which were alleged fa.be

a hindrance to rearmament, But the Jungdo did not wish to revivé tﬁe
monarchy and proposed instead a new racial community based on Vague
Christian princ;ples.

The "Greandmaster' of Jungdo was Arthur Marauhn of Kassel; He

devised a constitution for the order which attempted to revive the tradi-

1. Deutsche Zeitung, 6 October 1930,
2. TFor elaboration, see pp, 9-10 below.’
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tions of the Teutonic Khights and the institutions of medieval Germany,

The order was divided into provinces (Balleien), each under the leader-

ship of ?,ﬁqastellan" (Komtur), » Juhgdo's program denounced "Jewish-
Marxi st materialism" and advocated a pure lifle of military t}aining and
preparedness in a fraternal community of "folk and fate" (Volks- und

Schicksalsgemeinschaft), The Order proposed to overcone Gonflict be-

tween capital and labor by the revival of medieval modes of production.

Jungdo often gngaked in violent activity, In 1923 when Qﬁptain
Ehrhardt's Wiking Bund invaded Franconia as & preliminary step to a
march on Berlin, units from Jungdo and the,Stah;helm joinéd»th?.éxpedi-
tion, After the failure of this putsch,_Jungdo engaged in a ﬁit?er, but
unsuccessful struggle with the Wiking Bund over the possession of the
large -stores of illegal weapons,

In tts initial stages,'the organization was financed by various
{ndustrialists and .approved by the Reichswehr,.but in.view of the
ﬁedievalism of its economic and social progra,ythiéisuppogt wéé gradually
withdrawn, Marauhn was .forced ts'ééék support from varioustinancial

.

interests, and as a result of these connections, Jungdo became affiliated

in 1930 with the Staatspartei (thé post-war continuation of the Demo-

kratische Partei). -Under this aegis it now professed republican aims.

Along With the Staatsparsei, Jqudo was liquidated in 1933,
| -jungdo'was an important pfecursor of German Fascism by Qirtue of
its contribution of the idea of the corporate state (Standestaat), a con-
cept ciaimed by the Na,is as théir own goallin the period up to 1934,

C. The Bavarian Defense Leagues

The Bavarian defense leagues were an outgrowth of Bavarian part-
jicularism, which refused to accept Prussian control, and a conwvervatism,
which rejected Social Jemocratic leadership as "bolshevist," The move-

s

ment appealed primarily to the urban middle class and the peasantry, The

1, Its general counsel, Jr, Reinhard H8hn, is now one of Nazism's oud-
standing constitutional lawyers,




leagues were first established during the German revolution and at the
time the Teimar state was being erected, Their first object of attack

was the Bavarian Councils Republic which had followed the Bavarian Peoples'
Republic founded under the leadership of Kurt Eisner, In overthrowing

the leftish govermment, the leagues were aided by Free Corps from

Prussia and Wﬁrttemberg.

The Bavarian leagues were continued after 1919 in the Bayerisch

Einwohnerwehr (Bavarian Citizen's Militia) under Georg Escherich, an

-
-

official in the forestry administration, and one Kanzler, Their new --
organization demanded the right to retain the weapons and ammunition

teken from the stores of the ImperiallArmy after the armistice and

sought to prevent their surrender to the Allied Commission. In a%téﬁﬁt-‘
ing to keep these weapons, the militia groups flouted both the Treaty

of Versallles and German law, After repeateé demands by the Allies §%étéw;

the Reich Government effected the dissolution of the Einwohnerwehr, In

spite of the opposition of the Bavarian state administration, the dis-
L

solution Was'finally carried out in 1921, but Escherich immediately

regrouped his followers in the Vereinigte Vaterl#ndische Verbinde or

V.V.V. (United Fatherland Leagues)..

The policy of the V,V,V, clearly expreséed the political orien-
tation of the same groups which more or less supported thé defense
leagues: +the small farmers, Bavarian Catholics, and monarchists. The
union advocated Bavarian autonomy and revived the old controversy ﬁith
the Reich concerning the special privileges which had been granfed'to .
Bavaria at the time of unification in 1871, ﬁpe conflict came to é
head in 1922 when the Reichstag, following the assassinations of Mathias -
Erzberger and Walter Rathenau, passed the "Law for the Protection of
the Republic" designed to curb the activities of the arﬁed 1eagdes.

The law seét up a special court, but the Bavarians were eble to arrange
the use of "regular" court procedure in trying éﬁses of political murder
in Bavaria, Consequently, po%itical murders and terrorists from-other

parts of Germany found refuge in tha® state, either with the help of the

police or the V,V,V,




Tbe most important leaguélinwthe V.V.V, was the Bayern EEE
EEEEE’ located in lfuniche This league had been founded by dr., Pittinger
of Regensburg who was alleged to have made a fortune through shady army
contracts., Von Kahr, prime minister of Bavaria and a leadér of Bavarian
particularism, was honorary chairman, <he league followed a monarchist,
anti-Gemitic and particularist policy and found considerable support
among the‘éﬁﬁth German sstudents. In the hopeiéfxestablishing a Danubian
monarchy free from the control of "Red Berlin,“‘Pittinger established
contacﬁs with a similar group in Hungary called ¥The Awakening Magyars,"

Outside the V.V.V. the largest of the Bavgriénnleagues was the

Relchsflagge under the leadership of Captaln Heiss of Nliremberg, The

RelCh&flagge together with the Oberland Bund at first opposed the parti-

cularist tenden01es of the V,V.V, and co~operated with the Nazis in a
~rally in 1923 for the purpose of showing loyalty to the Reich. But
after the failure of Hitler's putsch in 1923, the Reichsflagge adopted
a particularist point of view, This change in policy brought about a
split in its orgéﬁiidtion. One grouﬁ wifhdrew‘fo establish a new

organization called the Reichskriegsflagge which was later taken over

by Captain Ernst RShm and eventually incorporated into the Nazi Party
as Storm Troopers, The-other group remained a Bévarian particularist
league until its suppression by the Nazis,

Th; division betwsen the pro-Nazi leagues and the particularist
leagues érovided the chief theme in Bavarian politics from 1919 to
1933.l Tﬁié division was sharpened by the growing antagonism between
the Bavarian administration and the central government, The conflict
reached its peﬁk in 1923 when the Bavarian state'appbinted von Kahr as

Generalstaatskommi ssar apd ordered the Reichswehr:troops under General

von Losséw stationed in Bavaria to swear allegiance to him, A month
later; howeve;,”vdn Kahr and von Lossow switehed back to the side of the
Reich and orushed the Hitler putsch,

Aftér the events of 1923 and the stagilization of the mark in

1924, Bavariaﬁfautonomy practically disappeared as a political issue, but



the leagues féﬁ;{ﬁed {ﬁ'exiétehéé alﬁhough their membership;was sﬁall.
“After Hitler beoame Chancéllér in'1535, the Bavarian particuléfiéﬁs |
'aftempted to resist Nazification and the centralization oé‘aii power

in Berlin by esfablishing a south Gefmaﬂ ﬂéﬁarchy under Prince Rupérecht,
the Bavarian prefender. This move, led by von Kahr, was defeated by the
Bavarian liazis undef Géneral von Epp 1p 1933, Von Kahr was murdered in
the Nazi Blood Purge of the following year,

D, Studént and Intellectuel Groups

D&f&hg the VWeimar Republic, the s%ﬁéénts‘in the Germen uniVérsi-'
Ties were'drgahized into two distiﬁéf'groups. Jn theléne hand there
was the liberal Free Students Association which éupportedﬂﬁhe republic,
Opposed to this organization were the so-caliédubérporaéioné‘(fraternities),

consisting of Burschenschaften, Landsmannscﬁaftén, and Studentenkorps,

. P - 3 ,.' :- L .
These organizations wére organized as duelling societies, The Burschen=-

schaften and Laﬁdsmannschaften claimed that théy represen%ed the liberal
tradition of 1848, Their members were dravn from the mfddie ciass, ana
although théir colors wére black- -red-gold, they empha51zed that this
choice had no tonnection with the republlcan flag, The more exclu51ve

Studentenkorps drew their members from the" sons of the nobility, big

landowners, and rich ihdustrialisfs, 'mebéfshiﬁ in thésé groups produced
such castes in German society, that, to enter such flelds as dlplomacy
and the higher civil service, it was almost necessary to belong to a
Korps, After leaving the university, members contiﬁued to belong ‘o

the ‘Korps .as Alte Herren or alumni and exercised a strong influence on

thelggzgi through nepotism and financial aid, ‘ - R R
‘During thé'Wéimar'Republic, the Kor?é played.a oéuﬁtey-révolutionary

role. Feeiing that tHéfr‘traditional claim on offiéial poéitions wés

threatened by ghe rise of political mfnistersnaﬁd:an adminiétration

drawn from party bureaucracies, they provided many members for the Free

Corps and the anti-democratic defense leagues, They were also activé

. as strike-breakers in the Technische Nothilfe and were recruited in large

numbers for the Black Reichswehr. After 1926, many Korps members




o SRR, -9 ‘Q/
ené;}ed the National Socialists Students Association, and, operating
ﬁhrough student government, were able to create disturbances and in-
timidate professors and students who supported German democracy. The
Korps and the Nazis made common cause and were able to produce outbreaks
of magnitude sufficient to warrant police intervention at the universities
in Berlin, Breslau, Kgnigsberg, Frankfurt, and Heidelberg.

An important academic group which contributed to the Nazi success
was the Tat-Kreis, a circle of intellectuals around Friedrich Zimmermann
(who wrote under the name Ferdinand Fried).l This group was strongest
in Frankfurt, Darmstadt, and Heidelberg. Its basic idea was that the
political and ecqpomic crisis of 1930-~32 constituted an historical turn-
ing point marking the end of the capitalist system which, according to
the cyclic theorieé of Oswald Spengler, was to be succeeded by an age
of militarism, In addition to Fried, important members of the Tat-

Kreis were Ernst Wilhelm Eschmann, a writer on Italian and European.

Fascism; Giselher lirsing, the chief political editor of the "inchner

Neueste Nachrichten"; and Otto Abetz, later Nazi ambassador to France.

Articles in DJie Tat, the Fournal of the group, attracted many German
students to Fascism and, eventually, to the Nazi Party., The Nazis re-

warded the leaders of the Tat-Kreis with important posts after 1933,2

E. The Harzburg Front

After the abortive putsch in 1923, the Wazi's proclaimed that
henceforth they would operate as a "legal" party, seeking the support
of all forces in Germany opposed to the Treaty of Versailles and the:
Teimar Republic, They now began to receive considerable financial
sunport ffom such industrialists as Thyssen and Kirdorf, as well as

from the Deutschnationale Volkspartei. The rapprochement with this party

’

1. Fried's views were presented in his books, Autarkle (1951), and Das
Fnde des Kapitalismus (1831).,

2, Tihile Fried, Virsing, Abetz, and others have become important Nezi
publicists and politicians, Eschmann has apparently refused outright
identificatiorn with Nazism, Ilis publications deal with non-political

subjectse
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led to an agreement between Hugenberg and ﬁitler, signed 11 October 1931

at'ﬁarzburg, which created the,Nationalé Frbnt, or the Harzburg Front,

Although this alliance of the Nazi Party and the Deutschnationale collapsed
durigg the presidentiallelections of 1932, it operateq in the parliamentary
oppqsition to Chancellors Brﬁn;ng, von Paﬁeﬁ, and §chleicher. The follow-
ing year it became effective again and succeeded.ig.makipg Hitler
chancellor of Gérmany.l

| The 6o—b§ératioﬁ of the llazis and thélgationalists went- far Be&ond
the usual,prabtices found in German parliamentary biocs. Jne important.

means of co-operation wos found in the Deutsche Gesellschaft fir

Wehrwissenschaft und Wehrpolitik (Germen Association for Military Science

-

and Politics). Among its leaders were .prominent Nazis as Horst won

Metsch, General Kochenhausen, and General:von Epp, The leading theorist

of the Gesellschaft was Professor Karl Haushofer, professor, general,

4

and proponent of Geopolitik, Uther members included General Heinz ~

Guderian, the cfe;tor of the Panzer divisions, Mﬁller-?randeqburg, later
an importaqt-figure in the Nazi Labgr Servibe, and ProfessorASChmidt-
henner, one of the most prominent Nazis in German intellectual circles,
The association provided the 1link between the Nazist;hé‘the netionalist
intellectuals, -enabling the Wazis %o adapt their policy to the tradi-

tional objectives of German imperialism, ,

The nationalists hoped to use the dhrzbufg Front as an open

N

conspiracy against the Hazis., The nationalist leaders believed that
if the Nazis were given sufficient rope they would hang themselves
politically and power would then descent upon the political professionals.

in the Deutschnationale, The Cabinet of lational Unity, formed on 30

January 1933, included Hitler as Chancellor, Frick as tinister of the
Interior, and Goering as Air lMinister, ’But it also included von Neurath -
as Foreign Minister, von Papen (Center‘Pafty) as Vice Chancellor,

Gurtner (Center Party) as Minister of Justice, and, as was noted above,

Seldte as Minister of Labor and Hugenberg as Ecomomie Minister., The

make-up of the cabinet was interpreted as a victory for the Deutseche.
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nationale, The professional politicians, however, miscalculated the
power of the Nazis,

After he had obtained complete power through the Enabling Act,
Hitler's first move waslto eliminate the opposition and even his

partners, the Jeutschnationale., The Stahlhelm, as has been observed,

was dissolved, and Hugenberg was forced to leave the cabinet. Dr.
Jberfohren, president of the Reichstag representation of the Deu¥sch-
nationale "committed suicide," presumably because he knew too much about

the Reichstag fire. In order %o prevent compulsory dissclution and

confiscation of its property, the Deutschnationale Volkspartei voted

its own dissolution,
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III. THE VOLKISCH (RACIAL) LEAGUES

A, Alldeutscher Verband

v

Most of the nationalist and vBlkisch associations in Germany

stemmed originally from the Alldeutscher Verband or Pan-German League.

Organized in the nineteexth century, the, Verband was the outgtanding
exponént of German imperialist expansion and an uncéméé%ﬁisipg‘oppéﬁént
of all liberal tendencies in the German Empire, Its membgrsvincluded
civil seryants, tecachers, aristocrats, ang officers; outstaﬁding

academic and military personalities of the day contributed to its

publication, the "Alldeutsche Blatter." The Verband was not a mass
movement in any sense of the term, but rather a pressure grmup whose
members belonged to various political parties.i

During the first %World ¥ar, fhe Verband advoceted an unlimited
expansion of territory and was influential in seeing that its ideas were
incorporated in the treaties of Brest-Litovsk and Bucharest. In 1917

it was respensible for the founding of the Vaterlandspartei which

organized an "Independent Committee for a German Worker's Peace" to
oppose on anncxationist grounds the Reiclstag's peace resolution of

that year. Local chapters of the Committee were established in Germany
to agitate for the prolongation of the war .2

The Alldeutscher Verband coined such phrases as "Germany's place

in the sun," "A people without room" (Volk ohne Raum), and "Liberate

the Germans living abroad." They proposed the establishment of a
Greater Germany, based on racial nationalism, These ideas became the
heritage of tho_zé}kisch leagues and eventually the dominant themes

of Nazi policy.

l, For bibliography see William L, Lenger, The Diplomacy of Imperialism
(New York 1935) Vol. II, ppe 415-417; on thc influencec of the
Leagues on German politics see Eckart Kehr, Schlachtflottenbau und
Parteipolitik 1894-1901 (Berlin 1930),

2. The leader of the Munich chapter was Anton Drexler, also head of
the six-man Deutsche Arbeiterpartei which Hitler joined in 1919

and ultimately transformed into the Nazi Party,
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B. Organisation Consul, Oberland Bund, Rossbach Brigade
In contrast to the nationalist leagucs, the majority of the
", . ' ..
volkisch leagues joined the Nazis at an early date, The outstanding

: examples were the Organisation Consul,.Obcrland Bund, and the Rossbacﬁ

Brigade,

The Organisation Consul (0C), the most important of the early
v8lkisch leagues, was a secret organization formed By Captain Herman

Ehrhardt to carry on the work of the larinebrigade after that Free

Corps had becn dissolved following the Kepp Putsch, Th{é gfoup, the
first to display the swastikea c¢mblem in Germany, was résponsible for

many political murders, including thaf of Foreign Ministor Waltor
Rathenau. After Rathenau's murder, the Berlin governmeﬂf issucd a warrant
for Ehrhurdt'; arreét,‘but he fled to Munich whcre the Bavarian bolice
gave him a passport made out to "Consul von Eschwege," froﬁ which act

. .
was derived the name Organisation Consul.

The leaders of the OC were former officers and the members
consisfod largely of professional soldiers and students, Ehrhardt
.inspired fanatical devotion on the part of his foiféwcfs} members of
the OC would have given their lives to protect him, Although-Ehrhardt
personally dislikéd the Nazis, many members of the OC later joined the
Nazi Party as an iﬁdeéendent unit to scrve as training officers for
the EA. The rést of Ehrhardt's followe;s formed a fighting‘uﬁit known
aé the Wiking Bund which entercd into friendly relatidﬁs with the
Stahihélm. In 1923, Ehrhardt led an armed expedition into Franconia
at the same time that Hitler was proparing thd Munich putsch. After
his oxéeditién was defeatcd by govérnmonf forces, Ehrhardt ceased to
play a:decisive role in Germen politics. He continued to refuse to
join the Nazi Party and is bclieved to have disappeared in the Blood
Purge of 1934, Thc members of the OC, however, who joined the SS or Sa
werc permitted to wear a spééiai badge cven aftor 1933¥ and the murderers

of Rathenau werc honored as "Herocs of the Hazi Movement,"
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The Oberlahd'Bdﬁg_gréW oﬁt.of the struggle between the govern-
mcnt trééps end the Bavarian Councils Republie in 1919 and the border
war in Upper‘Silcsia in 1920-1921, 4An ubgrland Free Corps was formed

at this tlme, but after 1ts legal dlssolutlon in 1921, the mombers formed

the Oberland Bund and kept possession of a large:supplyfof illegal

L e ann

wcapdns. lho pr931dcnt of‘thc Bund was Dr. Wbbqr, an assist@éﬁ»pn the
faculty of thc IIunich Voterlnary Instltute, thc military cormgnder.was
Goneral’ fechters - 1hc most colorful members of the organization were
the Rmer brothoré’whose names still have political significance'in
south Germaﬁy. “The ciéest brother, Dr, Fritg Rgmor (born 1890), known

as Hammerwcrfcr, creutcd a lcgcnd about hlmself hy holding up forcign

automobilcs v151ting thc pas51on play at Oberammorgau and turhing'over
the foreign currency ho obtalncd to the tre§sury_of the Bund, The
second brdthgf, Dr. L;dwié Rémer (born 1891) was nicknamod“}gjé, Be-
causc of his spcculutions Eﬁ”iﬁfiﬁtéa mé;ké;'he wes responsible for
the closing of thc ffﬂlzische Bank, of which:he—was the director, The
youngcst bréther, Dre. Josephy Nicolaus Romer (born 1893), familiarly
callbd §gB£2;'waé an ardent Hazi whp.later deserted Hitler to become a
leador of the National Bolshevist movement .

The Oberlond Bund was concentrated in Bavaria. It supndrted

national unity and fought against both separatism and particularism,
In ucptombcr 1923, the Bund united w1th the Rblchsflagge and: the- lhunich

SA to form tho Vqterlandischcs Kampfbund which proglaimcd Hitler, for

the first time, as Fihrer, Aftor the lMunich putsch the Kampfbund dis=

integratéd. The Reichsflagge resumed its status as a scparatist

. ’ LR 4 .
organization while meny members of the Uberland Bund turned National

Bolshcvist,

The Rossbach Brigade originated as a Frcg- Corps in 1919 under
a' former officer to fight against the "rcds" in Berlin and in the Baltic

end Silcsian wars. Within Germany, it servced as a protcetive force for

the Mecklcnburé Junkors, The members of the Brigade were employced as

menagers and employces on the groat cstates, but they remaincd con-

RPN m
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stantly in a state of armed preparedness to aptack the encmies of the

Junkers, The Rossbach Bfiéédé thus became a modern counterparttpf'the

medieval mercena}y army;'of Landsknechte.;;Living on the estates of the

Junkers, the members were paid by monetary system based on agricultural :
productioﬂ.‘ The unit df4éurrency used within the Brigade and in the .
ﬁﬁyménts received froﬁ %he Junkers was a hundred-weight of rye, thereby
insuring thetﬁgﬁbers an‘adequate income during the German inflation..
They persﬁﬁified the volkisch ideal of a German "farmer' and fighter.,"
The mcmbers of the organization were conspicuous by their brown shirts,
a unlform and political symbol later adopted by the Nazi SA,

Although the group was legally dlssolved in'1920, it continuecd
%d‘exist as a seoret society andrwas responsible for many political

murders, Inni9?3; the Rossbach Brigade adopted a political program,

couched in the mystical language which marked allrexpp¢§sions of German
raciaizﬁafibnalism. The Brigade naw. aimed at the overthrow of the Weimar
state and the ésteblishment of military dictatorship, Its statutes
prgbfdiﬁedz

"FPhis organlzatlon is unpolitical and is 1ndependent of any
political or economic organization. Its purpose is to pre-
servé and advance the military efficiency of the people; -to.
reinforce the might of the nation in time of necd whether
against foreign enemies -or against domcstic,unrest, We would
unite 21l men who stand ready to defend the Fatherland when
necessary agoinst .foreipgn encmigs and against the domestic
enemies who would lift their hand against the constitution.
In either case a .distinction must.be made between the enlist-
ment of temporary volunteers in the Reichswehr and the formae
tion of special.units, by the Reich., Mobilization will:be
carried out at the order of the Reich Quthorltles and under
their jurisdictiome". ...

-t e

Rossbgéh himself, however, pledged his loyalty to the Reichswehr rather
th&ﬁ»tﬁithe ¢ivil state. -“The’ membors of his Brigade served as special
Reichswehr guards for dumps of illegal weapons. In time, however,
Rossbach's violent methods 'conflicted with'the.political and diplomatic
policy of the ‘Reichswehr and Rossbach was imprisoned for a short period,
In 1927, the Brigade was absorbed as a unit into the Nazi SA.

The Verband Nationalgssinnter Seldaten (League of ﬁ%tionalist

Soidié;sjgicommanded by Majors von Bilow and Henning, was.another im-




portant'vglkisch enti~democratic league. Shortly after 1ts foundlng,

the Deutschnationale Volkspartei attemptcd to take over. this group and

integrate it into the StahIhelm, but many of 1ts memﬁers opposcd the

, 4 l

conseérvatism and mona¥chist tendenclvs of" the Deutschnatlonalc. In

L P R

1922 “tHose who did approve formed the Natlonalvcrband Deutscher Soldaten

under General Abendrothpand afflllated w1th the Deutschnatlonale. In

spite ofYan official ban, the more radical mcmbers of the Vérband formedt

the Vodklscher Sold&tenbund an 1llegal military group whlch prov1ded

guards-at~m&rlous polltlcal meetings of the rightist partles. Closc
relations Were‘estabiishod'by'tho new groups with the‘OC and with the

rcactionary Verein Ehemaligef Baifikum—KHmpfe};'an association of former

Froe Corps mehn ﬁﬁo‘had“fought in the Baltic under General von der Golz,

C. Deutschvgikiséhe F;eiheitépartei

Thé: Deutschvolkische Freiheitspafrtéi” (Gorman Raclal Freedom

Party) was founded on 16 Docember 1922 by Hemning in conJunction w1th ‘

KR

von Graefe~Goldebeé and Relnhold Wulle, two Relchstag deputies repre-

senting the Deutschnationale Party, Von Graefe had been expelled f;om,“

the Dgutschnationale Party because of the fear that his dealings w1th

et

Rossbach, Ludendorff and tho seoret leagues would compromlsc the party.

At the beglnnlng of 1925, hhe Grossdeutsche Bewegung, a natlonallstlc

movoment founded by Rossbdch, 301nod the Frelhe1tsparte1, followad by

such volklsch groups as the Deutsch-5021alo Arbelterpartel, Gross- '

¥

deutsche Arbelterpﬂrtel, Deuﬁschvolklsohe Schutz— und Trutzbund Yordk-

bund and Volklscher Soldntenbund Von Graofe'hoped that his politdqal

party would operatc as a suporstructure uniting the vaorious volkisch .
. . ' .—w———-—-—--

leagucs- 1nto a polltlcal mDVCmont

The outstandlng lltcr?ry*representdt1Vg of this group was Graf

Y
L . i

Ernst von und zu Reventlow, a pan-German arlstocrat who wrote pro-

lific'ally on nationalism dhd‘diplomatio questions. The program advocated

by the’ Freo 1he1tspartel was similar to that of the Naz1s~ the creatlon of

LS

a Grecater Germany and the brlnglng of all Germans llVlng under for01gn

e

control under the Jurlsdlctlon of thé” Relch, In Marcﬁ‘lQZB, the Frelheits-
: . o TT———

. s
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.partei allied itself with the Nazis, but few of its members took part
in the Munich putsch,

D. Other VOlkisch Groups

One of the leading figures in the volkisch movement in Bavaria

wa$~Gonera1 E,ich Ludendorff, He founded a league called the Tannenberg-
bund composed of retired officers and some nationalist youths. Ludendorff's

- political importance collapsed after his association with Hitler in the

Munich putsch, but the'Tannenbergbund made a considerable contribution
to the ideology of German Fascism., Ludendorff claborated the "stab-in-
the-back" legend‘to include nlleged “"seccret forces” in Germany--"Jesuits,
Jews, Freemasons.," He was strongly opposed to all forms of organized

religion and had a tremendous influence on the early pagan ideas of the

Nozis. The Tonnenbergbund, for example, revived and practiced the old

heathen ceremonics and festivals, activities wﬁicﬁ iater>became an im-
portant part of SS and Hitler Youth rituals.

The differences between Ludendorff and the ﬁazis lay in their
attitude toward the monarchy, While Hitler still vacillated in his early
da&s on the question of monarchiml reétoration, Ludendorff blasted the

claims of the princes, especially Prince Rupprecht, the pfetender to the
Bavarisn crown, Ludendorff finally succeeded in turning the Nazi move-
ment against a revivai of monarchy, and thus cgntributed to the develop-
ment of National Socialism from merc counter-revolution into a genuine
.Fascist party repudizting the forms of impcriai politics. 1In 1925, the
Nazis picked Ludendorff as their candidate for president, but he broke
with the Nanzis, interpreting their policy of "strict legality"'és a

5e1l-out" to the Catholic Church. In his book "Hitler Sells Out to

the Pope™ hc bitterly denounced the Nazis and reﬁudiated their move-
ment. In 1933 he refused to accept the post of Field Marshal and died
in 1937 without having made peace with the Nazis,

| The Artamanen is another exemple of a vdlkisch league which con-
tributed to the future success of the Nazis, It was founded in 1924 at

Halle by Bruno Tanzmonn and Wilhelm Kotzde and derived its rume from

4




archaic words meaning "land"™ and “"men," Its purpose was to bring urban

youth back to the land and to revive agricdlfural life in Germany. Une
employed youths volunteered for work on~theLfarms uﬁder its auspices and
agricultural schooigiﬁcre established oﬁ‘d co-operative basis, At annual
“tonferences the Artamenen youth discussed political questions, Many Nazi
leaders, inéluding Himmier, spent a year on the land under the direction
of this lcague. Afteor 1933, the establishment of the Nazi Lsbor Service
marked tho”ré&iﬁéiﬁion of'the~objectiVes of Artamgnen,

E. The Hoistein Agficultural'Leaguos

IR

In the peridd following the stabilization of the m;rk, many
ééfiéultufal leagues wore formed in Germany to prevent, by'direct action
if.necessdry the forced sale of land to satisfy debts and mortgages,

To achieve this aim farmers of Holstéin formed leagues to resist police
officials and bailiffs who had to effect foreclosures. In 1928 the
farmers placed bombs in five government buildings in Holstein, and in
the folléwing year'a'bomb was sccreted in the Reichstag. The Holstein
farmers found their loader in Waltér'Lﬁetgebrune, an agrarian leader,
who argued that they were waging "a struggle...against the Jewish-

d parliamentary system, against corruption and blind obedience to the
state, agéihst all treaties and commitments wﬁicﬁ ruin the farmer and

deliver him over to the international bankers," (Neu-Preussens

Bauernkrieg, p. 132), Luetgebrunne, who had' deferded Feme murderers,
now came forward to defend the Bombenbauern (Bombiﬁé”Farmers); Klaus
Heim, & rich farmer, also became an outstanding leader.
The symbols of the Holstein farmers were the black flag and the
sabot (Bundschuh), the cmblem of the peasant uprisingé‘of the late
'middle ages, In 1928 the Nazis were laying great_streés on the "legality"
of their political methods and refused to have any dealings with Heim,

but in the end the Nazis were forced to recognize that the Bombenbauern

were powerful allies in the struggle against the Weimar Republic, The

Bombenbauern in Holstein developed into a national organization called

the Landvolk, whose leadership gradually fell into Nazi hands. Bruno

syl 1Y
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von Solomen, editor of one of the leading papers, "Das Landvolk" in

Itzehoe, was a brother of the assassin of Walter Rathenau,

oo g b

After many governmgnt buildings had been bombed Heim was arrested

in 1929 and convicted of breaking the law on explosives (Sprengstoffgesetz).

After his conviction, the movement gradually disappeared as an indepcndent

orgaq;;qtion and was absorbed into the Nazi Party where it was responsible

for the Nazi argument of Blut und Boden (Blood and Soil) and for the Nazi

law gf entailed estates, designed ostensibly: to protect small farmers
agaiggt capitgligt/gxplo;tution.

. The_vg;kisch leagues in general agreced with the objectives and
methods of:the Nazis, The opposition which existed-between them may
be explaigedﬁlqggg;y in terms of the ¢lash-of personalities éf'fegional
interests.:JThe vglkisch leagucs in Munich accepted Hitler as Fuhrer
only on the promise that Munich remain.the Party headquartéré. On the
other hand, the independent volkisch groups in Berlin, which had a legal
status under Prussian law, . refused to accept the "drummer" Hitler. At
the same time, the South Germans regarded the Berlin groups as composed
of "Wotan-bitten i}luminati,"-

The return to normel conditions after the stabilizétion of the

+

mark and the resumption of peaceful employment threatened the existence

5f ;ll.valkisch groups throughout Germany. The members who continued
their fight against theﬁdqmpqrati01regime'joiped_the.Ngzi"Party.after»
1924, providing both the local leadership and the personnel necessary

for the Party to function as o legal political partys
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IV, TiE NAFEONAL BOLSHEVISTS U o S

A, The Origin and Lims of Natlonal Bflﬁ?ev1sm
ﬁwtlonal Bolshev1sm-comprlsed two polltlcal attltudes, one of the
%extreme Teft, thc othcr of th@ extreme right, Both attltudes were op- .
posed to the systom of llberal dsmooracy, the Treaty of VorsaLllqs, and
the w(stern orlentatlon of Gormqny s for61gn1pollcy. Both,left.and-rlght
;lﬁéd et the revolutlonary overthrowvof liboral democracy and rt the
cstubilsﬁment of an Eastern orlentutlon. But the ultlmateugqals of both
groups werc different:.‘The left aimed merely to utlllze natlonallsm,
espeéially th§£ of théjiéuth, 1nlordor to transform Ger;;£§ into a gecnuine
bolshe;istvstAte. The rlght utilized proletarlan discontent with
capltéllsm.as a sfep 1n proparlng for Germany's 1mper1al&st aggression, -~
TLe term Natlonal Bolshevism beoamc current ;é,iéég oand was ap-
parontly 1nvented by the Reléhswehr on the occa31on of the Kustrln putsch
where the Black Relchswehr hﬂd trled to ovorthrow the republlc. :The
Rolohswehr, Whlch had orgunlzod and aupported the Blwck Relchswehr,
sought to disavow its respon51b111ty for the putsch by laying ﬁhq.blame
upon elements which it‘called National‘Bp}shevistgﬂ

The National Bolshevist groups were small in size. Sqme.of'the

better known organlzatlons were the Nationale Revolutlonare, Natlonal—»

. o s

Kommunisten, Necue Nationalisten, Sozialrovglutlonare Nationalisten, . . :

Jung-Nﬁtionalé; Aufﬁfuch-Kreis, and Revolutionfire Nationalsozialisten.q;
They Hﬂd no refresontation in the Reichstag, and their papers had‘a
small circulation, Thelr influence in Germany lay in the fact thqt they
were constantly changing sides. At one time the National Bolshevists
would make common cause with the Communists, at another time with the
extreme nationalists, It was in this way that National Bolshevist ideas
made their appearance in the Nazi Party. National Bolshevists who
entered the SA and became identified with its proletarian and socialist
wing, or nationalists who became prominent in Nazi affairs thus helped
to inculcate the idea that the Nazi Party should wage a revolution in

Germany.
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In addition to its importance in the Nazi party, National
Bolshevism also affected Communist strategy and ideas in Germany. During
the "battle of the‘Ruhr" in 1923 the German Commu;ist Party tried to win
the support of the right-revolutionary groups. For example, Xarl Radek, =~
writing in the Commugést paper "Rote Fahne,; glorified Leo Schiageter,;'N
the Free Corps leader and early Nazii who was executed by the French for
sabotage. By the slogan, "Beat Poincaré on the Rhine and Cuno on the
Spree," the Communists attempted to equate French occupation of the Ruhr
and Social Democratic leadership in Berlin as the proper objects of ate -
tgck by workers and nationalists., Articles Bvaédék also appeared in
"Reichswart," the periodical of von und su Reventlow, the outstending
representative of vOlkisch ideals in the German ariétocracy. In turn,
both Reventlow and Moeller van den Bruckl proposed that thé revolutionary
workers and the proponents of German nationalism unite in a revolutionary
movement to establish a "German socialism." Although the co~operation
between Communists and nationalists practically disappeared after the
French withd;gwal from the Ruhr, it revived in iQSO'when the Communist
deputy in the Reichstag, Kippenberger;, announced that Lieutenant Richard
Scheringer, a dissident.Nazi, had joined the Communist Party? and invited
any other revolutionary nationalist in the Nazi Party to do likewise.

| Only a feW'social Democrats were attracted to this movement.

One prominent Social Democrat who became a National Bolshevist was

August Winnig, former leader of the building workers union and Ober-.

prgsident of Bast Prussia, vwho denounced his party and participated in
the Kapp Putsch, Another important former left-wing Social Democrat

was school-teacher Ernst Niekisch, a friend of Kurt Eisner and president
of the Central Council of Bavarian workers and Soldiers C;hncils which
proclaimed the Bavarian Councils Republic after Eisner's assassination.
After the overthrow of this republic by the Bavarian Free Corps, Niekisch
was imprisoned. Following his release, he sat in the Bavarian Diet as

a Social Democrat. At the time of the Ruhr occupation he broke wihth

l. See Pe 23 below.
2. See p.22below.




his party over the question of passive résistance. Winnig and Niekisch

established’ Der Widerstand ("Resistance"), a periodical which attracted

the suprort of nationalist students.! This periodiocal advocated a

National Bolshewist opposition~to the Treaty of Versailles and the Weimar
Republic, Aftsr the sstablishmenf of tﬁs Ihird Reich, Niekisch preserved
his révslutiondry attitude. He managed to publish'his journal for e year‘
after the Nazis had suppressed other National Bolshevist groups and papers;
presumably because he had the protectlon of influential Army circles. |

In 1934; however, the Journal wa.s suppressed.‘ Niekisch and’ hls followers
were arrested in 1938, Many commltted su;01de, others were sent to.con-
centration camps, Niekisch!hiﬁself was given a lifc;ssgtepde at hard

labor on the grounds of'"coﬁtemplating treason."

B. Typical Natidnal Bolshevist Elements

l. The National Communlsts (Natlonal -Kommunisten). The memberw of

this group had the problem of malntalnlng loyalty to their socialist o
beliefs while pursuing nationalist aims. ‘The National Communist move-
ment originatsd in Hamsﬁrgiwhere Fritz Wolffheim and Heinrich Laufenbefé,
presidents of ‘the HamburghSoldiers snd Viorkers Council, proposed on 11
November 1918 that the war agéinst fhe West be continued on a reVOlutioﬁafy
basiss According to them, sociaiism could be achieved only if Germany
were freed from the controls ofhthe victorious powers and were alliecd
with world revolutionary forcos as represented in Russian bolshevism.
(Both Wolffheim and Léhfenberg werc egpelled_ﬁfom the Communist Party
‘at the Heidelberg Congross of 1919 on the grounds of. "syndicatist devia-
tion." They proceeded to establish a splinter group called the Communisf

Workers Party /ﬁbmmgnistischo Arbeiter ParteiZ) The National Communist

movement was contered in Hamburg; branches were established in several
German cities,

2. Dissident National Socialists. The National Socialists did not

l. In addition to many articies in Der Widerstand, Niekisch wrote
Politik und Idec (Dresden, 1929) and Grundfragen deutscher Aussen-
politik (Berlin, 1925. Winnig's most important book is Vom Proletarist

zum Arbeitertum (Hamburg, 1930).




enjoy consistently friendly relations with the German Army. Generally,
the Reichswehr considered the defense leagucs and the Nazis as reserve
forces, provided.them with arms, and demanded military obedience. On

the other hand, the Nazis and the leagues ettempted to use the Army to
further their own ends. The failure of the Reichswehr to aid Hitler in
his Munich putsch, led'the Nazis to establish cells in the Army to prevent
such disappointments in the future. In addition, the Nazis wantcd to win
over the younger officers to their cause. The best'example of Nazi in=-
filtration into the Reichswehr, as well as of Natiohal Bolshevist dis-
sidence in the Nazi Party is seen in the Scheringer affair. Richard
Scheringer, Hans Elard, and one Wendt, threc junior officers in the Ulm
Artillery Regiment, had established a Nazi eell. In 1930, these officers
were arrested for high treason. While he was in prison, Scheringer de-
nounced Hitler and stated that he was leaving the Nazis in order to join
the Communist Party.

Scheringer's action started a new movement called the jufbruch-

Kreis. The members of this group were chiefly National Scc ialist
students, intellectumls, and young officers. fmong the members was

Beppo Rgmer who attracted many members of the Oberland Bund to the new

. group. Although $cheringer became a member of the Communist Party,-the

Aufbruch=Kreis was independent of the Communist Party and ideologically
separated from it by its rejection of proletarian internationalism.

The Aufbruch-Kreis was interested only in Germeny, but like the Communists,

bascd its hopes on an alliance with the Soviet Uhion; In 1933, the Nazis
broke up this group and sent its mombers to a concentration comp.

The outstanding literary exponent of communistic nationalism was
Moeller van den Bruck,uwhose book iﬂ 1923 popularized the phrasc Das

dritte Reich. Hc opposed all forms of international socialism and

advanced instead a "German Socialism." He viewed the struggle to free
Germany from foreign capitalist dentrol as the first step in achicving
social freedom for the Germon workers. He constantly proclaimed that

Russia and Germany should unite because of their common "spiritual



interests. His ‘ideas were important in the socialist wing of the Nazi

Party, largely tﬁrough the influencé of gregor and'gtto Strasser.

Gregor S{rﬁéser, & drugsist in Landshut, rose rapidly in tbe Nazi
hierarchy and b& 1924 was a Nazi deputy in the Reichstag.':He was noted
as "the best organizer in the Nazi Party." Often in conflict with Hitler
and RGhm over the éuestion of relations with the Soviet Union, he stated
his policy in the‘following quotation:

"Mey Germony never turn to the West, ncver aid American capitalism
and Britjish imperialism apgainst Russia. Uuhepever the fight against
Versailles goes on, there are Germany's natural friends and allies.

May Germany take her stand against the coming Russia, by the side of

Turkey, China, India, the Riffs, and the Druses. For Germany there

can be no European pecples. For us there can be only those who favor

the Versailles Treety and those who would destroy it. Since Russia

follows the same path, let her be Germany's ally--her form of govern-

ment is no concern of ours."
Such a poli6§;réﬂ cohﬁter to thévofficial theory of the Party as expressed
in Hitlar's Meim Kampf that National Socialism in alliance with the
Tiestern states should wage a crusade aéainst "Jewish Bolshevism.!

Durinéi%hé”political crigis of 1932, Chancellor Kurt Schleicher

tried to form a oéaiition government‘which would inqludeﬂG;egor Strasser's
Nazi followers but would exclude Hitler'!s. For a time, it seemed possible
that certain Social Democratic trade unions would join suqh a coalition,
since Schleicher had declared that "it was not the purpose of the Reichs- .
wehr to protcet an outmoded,distriﬁuﬁion of wealth." The attempted
coalition failed, and Gregor's negotiations with the Chancellor marked
-his final break with Hitler. Both Schleicher and Gregor Strasser were
killed in the Blood P;rge.

The position of Ofto Strosser differed from that of his brother.

In his books and pamphlets he pointed out alleged inconsistenc;es in

Nezi doctrines and strategy, claiming that Hitler was in favor of the
expropriation of princely properties but received money from the German
royal houses, that he was both for and against big business, and that he
favored "legalityﬁ and dictatorship at the same time. Otto's main charge

against Hitler was that he was a "heathen" and a fanatic. In addition

to fundamental‘differéﬁées, Hitler and Otto Strasser quarreled constqntiy

—
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over the ownership of and.profits from the Party's,newspapéré, a share

of which was claimed by Strasser. 1In 1930, Otto resigned from the Nazi

Parﬁ&, stating that "The sociclists are leaving the Party." A few members
L3 L i .

followed his.examplq, including Me jor Buohruéker, former leader of the“'w

Black Reichswehr in Kﬂstrin, and Herbert Blank, leader of the Kampf-zzmn

gemeinschaft revolutiondrer Nationalsozi&listen, Otte Strassor fled from

-

-Germany in 1933. For a vhile, hlsvgroup ex1sted in Prague as "The BIack"

Front" (Dlo sohwarze Front), operatlng a radio station:and publlshlng a

newspaper., Otto contlnuod to proclaim hxmsclf as the. "true Nazi" and the
"Srue Jacobln.", In 1941, he founded a Free German Movement in Canuda

(not to be confused with the Communlst-lnsplred Frec Germany movement).
In01dentally, Otto Strosser's rcprcsentatlve in Argentlna is Bruno Frlck

who helped Martln Bormann ‘(now Deputy Fuhrer) organlze Fome murders by

the Rossbach Brigade in Meclklenburg. .

A typlcal adventurer in the Natlonal Bolshevist wing of the Naz1
Party was Walter'Stengesq .In 1919 hc was a member of the "Special

Detachment" .of the Prussian State Police. This detachment joined

Ehrhardtts Marinebrigade in.the Kapp putsch. Inxlﬂzthstennes founded

the Bund der Rﬁngmannen,(Loague of Ring Thanes) to protect illegal

stores of arﬁg\agalnst their confiscation by the Allied authorltlcs.

In 1923, he Was uppomtod captain in "the Black Relchswehr and tobk part
in the Kustrin putsch, and a short time later became SL~Fuhrer in Berlln.
In 1931 the Berliﬁ Si, rocruited largely from the unemployed, revolted
under Stenncs' leadership against Hitler's policy of lcgality. Hifier; A
contemptously called "Adolf Legality" by the oppos1tlon, wa.s charged
with favoring the Party bosses and ncglecting tho SA. The . rebclllous

SA seized the Party OfflCeW in Berlin and brought out speci;I cditions

of Der Angriff, the official Party paper. Stennes proclaimed the forma-

tion of a Netionalsozialistischc Kampfbewegung and appealcd for funds e

The rebellion was finally crushed by the SS. Stennes was arrosted, but

wag released. He went to China and is said to have been killed by the

Japanese in 1937.
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3. Nationalist Revolutionaries. Various splinter groups, represent-

ing shades. of differendé on the doctrines of National Bolshevism, came
into existence in Germany between 1930 and 1953, Among them may be

listed_the Soiiélrévolutionaren Nationalisten, which also included the

Arbeltsrlng Junge Front, This group published a newspaper called "Die

s021a11st1sche Nation." Other groups were Die EldgenOSSen (The Confederatesy

wyich,published "Der Umsturz"; Die Kommenden; Das'junge'Volk- Die .

Standarte, Der Vormarsch (origlnally affiliated w&th Stahlhelm) and Das

Relch. These associations had in common an 1ntense hatred of "the old

system," whether represented by the Empire or the Weimar Republic. 1In
general, these groups'fépresented the nationalistic youth and intellectuals;

v .

old er members came from the Free Corps, the veteran's sociaties, and dis=-
sident Nazi groups which dlsapproved‘of the Party's strategy. The groups
were organized as secret societies and possesséd;mény'rgmantic notions
of ritual end ideology. They ;ttempted to place ‘agents in the_various
political parties and conservatlve organizations in “order to 1nf1u9nce
the course of-military rev1val. At the same time, many Hltlen Youth
members were placed in' the rgﬁol%@lop@ry leagues as agents of the Party.
An;idea comrion to thelgajérity of the leagues was~the concopt;on
of a wor}d union of‘"opﬁréésed" peoples under the leadership of Germany.
The national revolutionaries forsaw the combination of the "have-nots"
against the "harvest," waging a world struggle against Wésternlimperialism.
This'éonception remained a powerful force in Nazi propaganda despite the

liquidation of the revolutionary leagues and was effectively used to

buvtrwess the German alliance with Italy and Japan.

C. The Elimination of the left-wing opposition from the Nazi Party.
The Blogd Purge of 30 June 1934 crushed the -revolutionary move-
ment within the Nazi Party and forestalled the demands-that the SA be

constituted as the .Germar Kfmy. Demands for social ré&volution and re-

' .

armament characterized the progéams of many defense leagues iﬁ Germany,

including the Nazi Storm Troopcrs. Rearmament would have enabled the

members of the defense leagues as well as the SA to become regularly

L
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paid soldiers and officers with an official standing in German society.
The.permanently unemployed men who had flocked to the SA and had made
many sacrifices during the Party's lean years, falt that Hitler's pose
of legality and his alliance with conservative and nationalist groups
would maké impossible the revolution which the Nazis had long promised
to their followers,l Similarly, the SA felt that its duties were being
taken over by the S& and the newl y-established Gestapo.

The demands Pf the SA in 1934 that they be combined as a group
with the Reichswehr to form the German Army and that Hitler fulfill the
Nazi revolution were opposed by.the most powerful elements in Germany.
The Reichswehr refused to incorporate the SA, the civil service and
police opposed the use of the SA as a security force, and the conservatives
opposed the revolutionary demands of the SA's socialist wing.

Hitler resolved this conflict by the Blood Purge. With the help v
of the SS he killed the leaders of the rebellious SA, including his
oldest friends, Ernst Rohm and Gregor Strasser. In addi£ion, he liquidated
participants in the Reichstag fire, conservative-militarist leaders such
as General Schleicher, Centerists, and all others connected with actual
or potential opposition within the Party or among its supporters. Hitler
justified his actions in the Reichstag by stating that he suddenly dis-
covered that many Si4 leaders were homosexual and corrupt and had planned
treason to the country.

Hitler's purge was directed agaiinst the Reichswehr and nationalists
as well as against the SA., He knew that he could not expect full and
complete subordination from them. By charging that the officers were
conspiring with France, Hitler was able to settle his old scores with
Generals Schleicher and von Bredow, as well as with von Kahr, the
éavarian official who had once.humbled the leader in the Munich putsch,
and with the Center Party leader Klaussner,.

According to one estimate, at least eighty-five persons were
killed in the purge. After it was over, Hitler himself issued seventy-

seven pardons for murders committed by his men during that time, In

dings e




early July around four hundred death notices appeared in the German
press ;} persons who presumably might have been liquidated. Other
estimates place the number of deaths as high as eight hundred. - The
industrialists and conservative supporters were delighted -that Hitler
had crushed the "second revolution." The Reichswehrlforgave the murder
of Schleicher and von Bredow without difficulty.' Tﬁe ioyal SA was given
a free hand to murder its, enemies in the concentration camps and to

loot the property of the small-scale opposition., In the end, the Blood

Purge strengthened the_NaziAregime,




V. CONCLUSIONS

The defense and racial leapgues established after the last war
were never able to co-ordinate their forces or carry out their program.
Co-ordination wes not achieved until the various groups. were absorbed
into the Nazi Party. The failure.of the defense leagues to become
rallying points of the revisionist and anti-democratic sentiments makes
the Nazi success even more striking.

‘The_Nagis had certain political advantages which the leagues, ...
either individually or collectively, did not possess. The greatest. -
asset of the Nazis was Hitler. No league produced a leader comparable
to. him as a demogogue, or endowed with personality and political skills
lquablg,of attracting the diverse support and 1oyalty'of:conflicting
groups. Hitler was the only nationalist leader able to win the support

of the German people. The nearest approach to him was Captain Ehrhardt,

picked by many groups as the !man on horseback” to save German militarism
from the threat of democracy. But Bhrhardt failed to gaintthe support

of all the defense leagues and Free Corps in the Kapp putsch (1920)

and fgll.thereafter_into.complete political obscuritye. Hitler, on

the contrary, won the National.Bolshevists, the industrialists, the:
”petty bgurggoisie, the’ Junkers, and the Army leadership over to the

Nazi caqse;

Further reasons behind the Nazi success lay both in their strategy
and their doctrines. The majority of the defense leagues were secret
organizations which advocated the violent overthrow of the Weimar state
and the revolutionary reorgenization of German society. The Nazi Party
in its early days was also a putschist group, but as long as it advocated
these tactics, the Party atfracted only a limited membership and was
overshadowed by many of the rivel leagues. The change in tactics in
1924, marked by an abandorment of the coup d'etat theory and the as-
sumption of the role of & legal party, assured the Nazi success.

Legality attracted the support of conservatives and of the petty

bourgeoisie as well as those who wished to see the Weimar system changed
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but hesitated to use violent methods. Legality provided the mass
support necessary for the Nazis and their conservative allies to win
at the polls.

In ,addition, the Nazi program was more attractive than‘any-
advocated by the defense or racial leagues. Instead of concentrating
on single aspects of the nationalist problem, or forming a small'gréup
of like-minded people, the Nazi program was as inclusive as its member-
ship. Everyone with a grievance, regardless of his social status or
origin, found the promise of millenium in the Nazi program. It:wﬁé'
all things to all.men, sufficiently colorless to attract those to0
timid to join the:leagues, but at the same time definite"énough to win
the advocates 'of violent nationalism. This goéal was achieved by'a?blééér:
balance of the pose of legality against objectives, vhich could only be
achieved by violence both within Germany -and in Europe.

The gap between legality and violence was bridged by the creation
of an enemy-~the Jews. The Nazi Party was the only nationalist organiza-
tion which recognized fully that anti~Semitism was capable of use aé'ax
political weapon., The Nazis united German society around a s%f&gglé
against the Jews who were alleged to be responsible’ for the econémic
distress in Germany and for the internationaI'"oppression" of the Gérman’
people. The defense leagues fought a hopeless fight against foreign
states and the military power of the central go#ernment, but the Nazis
created an enemy which could be dramatized as an allegedly oppressive
force but whikch was not strong enough to protect itsedf against the

"will"™ of the German peoplc.
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NAME

Alldeutqcher Verband
Arbeitsring Junge Front
Artamanen

Aufbruch-Kreis

Bayerisch Einwohnerwehr

Bayern und Reich

Bund der Ringmannen
Deutschnationale Volkspartei
Deutschvolkische Freiheitspartei
Die Schwarze Front

Holstein Bomberbauern
Jungdeutscher Orden

Landvolk

National-Kommunisten

Nationale Revolutionare

Neue Nationalisten

Oberland Bund

Organisation Consul

Reichsflagge

Reichskr iggsflagge

Revolutionare Nationalsozialisten
Rossbach Brigade
Sozialrevolutionare Nationalisten
Stahlhelm

Btudentenkorps

Tannenbergbund

Tat-Kreis

ORGAN IZATIONS

Verband Nationalgesinnter Soldaten

1"
Verein Ehemaliger Baltikum-Kampfer

!
Vereinigte Yaterlandische Verband

v&lkischer Soldatenbund

Viiking Bund
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