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I I INTRODUCTION 

I I 

I I
1____ . . _ . . ____ . ___ __ _ ___1 

The purpose of "Combat Lessons" is to give to our 
offieers and enlisted men the benefit of the battle 
experiences of other~. To be of maximum b('neiit 
these lessons must he disseminated without: dclay. 
They do not necessarily represent the carefully con­
sidered views of the War Department; they do, how­
ever, reflect the actual experiences of combat and, 
therefore, merit wrcful reading;. For this reason 
also no single issue call cover mallY of the phases of 
combat; lessons will be drawn from the reports as 
they are received from the theaters of operation and 
quickly disseminated so that others may apply them. 
The suggest.ions which are made or implied are not 
ill tended to change the tactienl c10etrine by which our 
Army has been trained - but rather to elaborate 
thereon. j\Iuch of the subject mattel' has bCE'11 cov­
el'ed in train ing litcl'utme, bu t the (,Oliulll'il ts silow 
that shortcomillgs continue to manifest themselves 
on the battlefield. 

I The paramount combat lesson learned from every 

I 
operation is the vital importance of leadership. Our 
equipment, our supply, and, above all, our men, are 
splendid. Aggressive and determined leadership is 
the priceless factor ,,,hich inspires a command and 
upon which all success in battle depends. It is re­
sponsible for success or failure. 

C hie! o! Staff 
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SECTION I 

INFANTRY 


BATTLE LEADERSHIP 

Again ::mcl again reports from thc bat tleficlcls 
confirm thc importallce of leadcrship in eyery grad<;-, 
whether it. be Corporal or Coloncl. Othcr combat. 
lessons are important; the exercise of leadcrship in 
ba ttle is vital. Leaclcl':::hip ha" OftCll be(']] dcfined in 
theory. Here are somc installces of it" appliea tioll or 
its absellce on the battleflclcl. These [\rc but a few 
examples.; there are m[\IlY othcrs. 

'1 * 
Junior Officer in Battle CCl])tain TVilli(un T. Gor­

I 
! dun, Infantry .. Sicily: "~ince N"owmbcr S, I have had 

seventeen officers in my company, and I [\111 the only 

,jG7;J!)J O--4·t--2 1 
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one who started out with it who is left in the fight. 
In Tunisia, from troops pinlled down ill the dark, 
I hayc heard. enlisted men call out such things as 
'\Vh0I'e is nil offil't'J' to lead lIsT-'\Ve dOIl't W~tIIt to 
lie hert:-we want to attack-where is an officer?' 
. . . III caeh case all officer or officers have risen t.o 
the occasion, but this nevertheless shows beyond 
anythillg else the demand for battle leadership. 

"1\ company officer must build a Jegend about 
himself. He must Lake calculated risks. He must, 
on the other hand, do what he expects his men to do: 
he must always dig ill; always take cover. His mcn 
must know that when he ducks they must duck; on 
tIl() olher ballcl, tbl",Y mllst not 1)('li('\'(' that when the 
oHi('C'1' dllc'ks they lllIlSt. I'un away. 'I'll(> oUicel' llll\st 
('UlIl!' thruugh every bnrrap;(' alld i>ulllhing with n 
sheepish grill alld 11 wry relllark. Mastcdy undcr­
statclllcllt of hardship and danp;el' l'ndurcd plllfl n 
grin always pnys dividends. 

Hate Your Enemy! "Our men do not ordinarily 
ha teo They llwst hate. They are better soldiers 
when they hate. They mllst not fraternize with 
prisollcrs-must not give them cigarettcs and food 
the moment. they are taken. Hate can bc taught 
men by met.iculous example. The Rallgers are so 
taught." 

* Leaders in Front Sta.ff Scrgeant Richard R. Deland, 
InJantry, Sicily,' "We want our Captain out front; 
wc don't care much about the position of our bat­
talion commander." 

Keep Them Moving! Operation Report, Sevcnth 
Army, 8'icily: "During an attack ufileers and non­
commissioned officers must never allow men to lie 
prOlle and passive under enelllY firc. They llI\1l't 

be required to move forward if this iH at all possible . 
If movement is absolutely impossible, have t.he troops 
at least open fire. The act of firing induces liclf­
confidence in attacking troops. The familiar expres­
sion 'Dig or Die' has becn greatly overworked. 
Attacking troops lllust not be allowed to c1ig in until 
they have r:;ecurcd thcir final object.ive. If they dig 
ill when momentarily stopped by encmy fire, it will 
take dynamite to blast them from their holes and 
rCSllm~ thc advallcc." 

* 
NCO Leadership Slaff oerucant: Rol)('rt J. j(e l li l-, 

Pia lvon Ser{j('(UI t, InJall try, Sicily,' "NCO IC'adcl'­
i'hip is im]lu1'lant. Leadcrs, NCO'~, all d officers 
should be taken to an OP for terra ill instruction and 
study before an attack. This ha~ been l)t)~~iblc in 
my outfit about olle-fourth of the time. \Yc have 
what is called an 'Orelers Group,1 whieh consists of 
that groujl of officer~ and 1\(;O's that lllmt be <JS­

scmbled for instruction before any tactical move." 

* Keep Your Mission in Mind! LieutelW /l { Colo llel 

I 
I E. B. Thayer, Field Artillery, Observer With F£fth 

Al'my, Jt.aZy: "Difficulty \\'us C'xpericll ('cd in making 
patrolleaciel's realize the importance of bringin;! buck! • 

I illformation by a. specified hour. ill timc to be of 
value. Patrols oftcn l'ctumccl, aftC'1' en('ountcrin~ 

2 
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re!"ist.,'l,nce. without: accomplishino thm:r '111.lssUJn. 
Sending them back to accomplish their missioll. de­
spitc their fatigue. seemed to be the most effective 
O'olutio!l to the training problem involved, although 
the illfOl'ma tion required ohell arrived too late." 

* 

Licutrllallt Colonel T, F. Bor/art, Jnjan{1'!J, Oh-

server With Fiftll A I'm?!, JtolJ/: "Greater emphasis 
ll1u:-.t be ;)bced 011 inculcating in junior officers and 
XCO'", the \\'ill to accomplish a~sigJlr.d missions de­
spite oppositioll, A fe\\' accounts of patrol actions 
illustrate this POill1.: 

"(1) A re('Olllltl is<:(Il we patl'Ol consisting of a pla­
IO(lIl \\':t~ ~(,!lt (JIll ttl ahout ]!)(IO 011(' (·\,(·lliJI .~ to d('­
it'l'lnill(, th(' stT(·II!.!;!" if .'lll .\' of the Gen!lall!" ill two 
~lll:lll to\\'iIS. til(' first. abotll two Inilcs away alld tile 
~('('()IJ(I allont. ihn'(' ll1il( ·~ f:lrtlwl' 011 . The patrol 
I'(';wilerl til(' ollt~kirts of til(' fir",! tOWII :1llcl llld ;)11 

Italiall \\'iw told thelll thcre .were IlU G('l'lIlHIIS ill 
the to\\,I1 [Illcl thell started to lead the patrol illto 
toWll. A f('\\, hllll<ircd .ran!s farther a C"1'1ll311 

Jll:I(:hill(' glill oJl('II('d lip. (lit' !(:\li:lll di~;IPI)(' ; lI'l ',j. 
1111';'(' of 111(' patr(ll· \\'(:rc kilkd. al1d (he others di~­
Pl'I'<:C(l. Tlw.\' driFI ('d kwk to our battalioll c\urillg 
the night. a!ld it \\'m: 110t until !learly daylight that 
the pradieaJJy \·.'lltH'If'-;:'; n' J)(llt of the action was 
I'cceiv(~c1. l'Iot tbe slit!;htest conception of the 
stl'cllgtli ill thc fir~t tOWl1 was obtained and IlO in­
formatioll of the 'Second tOWll, It was necessary to 
send out anothcr patrol with the same mission. 

"(2) A patrol was sent out wit.h the mission of 
determining the condition of a road, especially 
bridges, over a three-mile stretch to the front. When 
this patrol had r.overecl about a mile it ran into a 
motorized German patrol. Two of the Americans 
were killed, and the platoon leader claimed six Ger­
mans, The patrol leader forgot his mission, re­
turned to the battalion CP with the remainder of 
his patrol. ane! had to be ~ent out. again with a great 
loss in time in getting the information desired. 

"(3) On several occasions patrols were sent out 
on reconnaissance missions \vith instructions to get 
certain inf ol'ma tion by [l speciflC timc. The hour 
\vould pass and sometimes several 0111('1'8 without a 
word from the patrol. Sometimes it was duc to 
c1ifficulties ellcountered, sometimes to mistakes ill 
computation of time ancl space factors. but in all 
cases there was no good reason \,,'hy SOUle information 
did not get back by the specified time." 

COMMENT: The failure of patrols in these in­
stances stems from a lack of appreciation on the 
part of NCO's and junior officers of their missions. 
In patrol actions, as in the operations of larger 
units, the mission must ba kept uppermost in the 
minds of all ranlcs, and no action should be under­
taken which does not contribute directly to the 
accomplishment of that mission. Conversely, no 
incidental or inadvertent contact with the enemy 
should deter or divert patrols from the complete 
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accomplishment of their missions, to include com­
pliance with all instructions given, where humanly 
possible. -

* 
Team Up! Captain TVillimn 1'. Gordon, Infantry, 
Sicil!J: "1 ha\'c found that mcn ill position must 
fight in pairs; all order that ;)0 per cent stay awake 
is thus easily cnforced; it bolsters morale allclncrvcs. 

'Rally Point "In every compally attack order a 
reserve furee must be prescribed; I always do even 
though sometilllcs this forcc consists only of myself 
and my First Sergeant. Often a soldier who a 1110­

ment before has rUIl away is converted int.o a fighter 
by kadcl'~ltip. A reSl~rve j'oree givcs hilll a I'affyillg 
Jloi 1\ t.." 

* 
Fear is Normal Coloncl Gcorge Taylor, Infantry, 
Sicil!J: "Fear of being afraid is the gren test obstacle 
fo!' the new lllan ill battle to overcome. There is no 
reason for shame in being afraid. Men who have 
had excellellt. battle reeorcis freely admit they are 
seared stiff in battle. Thc important thing i~ that 
C\'er~' soldier must be taught all hc needs to know so 
well that battlefield t.hillking is reduccd to a lllini­
mllll1; automatic. disciplined reactions to battlefielu 
problellls lllllst be the rule. 

"In ba1tlc the worst. elemcnt is mental and 
IJCI'VOliS cxhaustion. There is IlO l'ealrest under fire. 
The ability tu withstand {ire i~ more important than 
all the knowledge in the world." 
G 

SICILY-ITALY-ATTU 
NIGHT ATTACK 

Surprise Saves Lives J.11ajar John R. Patterson, In­
fa.ntry, Sicily: "The mission of our battalion after 
landing SOlith of GELA in Sicily was to capture the 
airport at BISCARI. The battalion used the silent 
night attack. The three riflc companies werc ill line 
with the hea.vy-weapons company in rCSCl'n. To 
reach its line of departurc, the battalion crossed two 
precipitous ridges using two con t.rol lines, then 
climbed the cliff at the airport to thc line of depar­
ture. ALl this was dOlle silellt.]y 1Inder r.OVl'r of 
darkllcss. 

"Thc attack "'as started witlt a hand grollade. 
\Vc didn't fire until the Germans counterattacked. 

~Q
,; 

~ 

We went in 'with bayoncts and hand grcnades uncI 
ca ugh t some of the Germans ulldrcsscd and clressi lIg. 
The MK IV tanks fired their gUlls but wuuldn't ('1() ~(' 
on us. The ellcmy knew thcir mell \\'('1'(' all a bou l. ~o 
fired their machine gUllS and riflcs mainly into the 
[UI'. 
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"TI\{, first ('OUII It'raLtaek ('[[me ill (,wo hOlll'S, a.lld 
thcre w~\'i 011(' aiJout, each hour t1 lC' l'('[tft,( ,1' Ilnt.il HiOO, 
ThC')' llad all ('l1lplarelllellts wired alld fixed with 
trip-wirc booby traps, "Ve removed t.he tl'llPS and 
used t.he ('In plucclllell ts d mill g (,Ollll t l'l'uttacks, 

"We found a line of airplalle bombs wired to 
blo,,-up the area ; we dc-activated t.h etn, A German 
planc lall dcd just as we \\'CI'C rend)' to leave the 
line of departllre, Ln.ter, OII C of OUI' lll cn grcn:ul NI it.. 

I "Thr batta liun took no transportation, I Iwd 
with mc the ::)-:3, oll e rUlI llcr, ~)Ild une 511 radio!' 
The wire c[lIn(' up thirty minutes latcr, but was not 
nccessary, 

"1 cstimate the cllcmy had a rcinforced ba.t.­
talion, His tanks :llH! sclf-proJ1t' lIcrl 's came \lP later . 
:-:iU /llC: of the ( ~ I)('llly 'I '('l'(! :tir Pt' I'~() 1111(,1. :\IIr1 there 
were a llout clevC'11 ; \A gUlls sct lip for :llltiPCl'SOllllel 
u-;c, 

"Our att:tek bst ccl thirty minutes, We had llO 
casu:) Iti('s duri n,!.!; tlw att.tlck; two were killc>d riming 
tlte counteru ttacks," 

* 
Hand-to-Hand Fighting C((jJ{aill.Jol'l'old,ln/o ll/I'!J : 
c'.\! Br:-:(,,\H1 :\IHI'OHT 1 u:'3C'd my trclleh klli fe t.wice, 
O BC of my 11l('11 !!;ot tlJl'C'l' wit.h !tis uuYO(w t. lIe shot 
OI1C. th ell :lllOtlJ CI' tried t,o gl'a!) his bayollei. He got 
thi~ one with the bavollC't, That got him started, so 
11(' got I hl"'I' ill all I,dol"{,' if, was over. 

~ ,\ 1\\" '111," ('''11111 1, 1t;111 'I'~' -IIJ'''I'lI t ('ll, ~h"l't.-l'(lll~(' Il'all~lIlil1 .. l'­
1'(' f" I'i \ .... , .• 

8 

Small Arms Against Armor "\\'e found that calibcr 
,30 AP picrces enelllY Hl'mored llalf-trn(;k~ at d()~c 
rallges." 

* 

Platoon Action L-ieu.(;rnant Holl('rich, Infautry.' 
"Col11pany A, mo\-ing forwarcl ill clarknr~~ to par­
tieipute in the BISCARI AIRPORT fight, ran right into 
the e11emy position. Before the fight started, my 
platoon erosscd the road just abovc a culvert and 
reached the south cdge of the airport, bllt I was 
ordered to takc it back to a positioll jllst cast of the 
culvert. I wish I could have !"tnyed ",herc 1 ,ras 
because it was a perfect place: from which to envclop 
tile rCi';il"t:lllcc in frollt of my ('OlllpaIlY, 

"\VhCll the ellC1IIY lllarhilI( ' g\lll~ Oll('llrd liP We' 

threw grcnades. The lllachinc g;un ;;: ]1ulkd back out 
of grenade firc, Thcll NCO's and Brm\'lling Auto­
llln tic H ifl('mcn wen t up over the clllballkJl\cn t, 
throllgh alld beyond the illitial enemy positioll:-, 
E,-ei)tually we had a base of fire of about t\Y('l\ty 
mcn ineludilJg the Bl\lrs, 

"During the ellclllycountCl'attaeKs 'rc did pretty 
\Ycll with othcr firc, too. I.('ad W:lS llyilll!: f :t ~ l alld 
ful'iou!'ly at h,-cllty to thirt:y yards. We fin' at 
flashes. III this kine! of firing Y011 l earH to fire ((lId 

roll to one side OT they'll SO Ul! (Jet you:" 
"One of the cOl'l)ornls sneaked up on u dug-in 

vcbielc and got it with all '0:3 rifle grclladc at 25 
yards. 

r.Gjjjl·--44----3 9 



"The 'bazooka' mUll of my platoon heard 'Tanks 
to the right,' went around a bend in the road , and 
fired n t about :~;i yards. He got the first of a pair 
of vehicles. A German officer tri('d to cupture' him 

with a pistol, but he gave the officer an uppercut [tnd 
then killed him with his helmet. I don ' t know how 
the other vehicle was knocked out, but one of the 
BAR men got its driver. 

COMMENT: In these accounts of a successful 
night attack by a small unit the application of 
the following principles is worthy of note: 

il. Close control during the approach by the 
use of control lines adjusted to difficult terrain .ifeatures. 

h. Designation of a Line of Departure as 
close to the objective as possible and after all major 

terrain obstacles had been passed. This is essen­
tial to assure proper organization of the unit im­
mediately prior to the assault. 

c . Attainment of the vital element of sur­
prise (Germans caught undressed and dressing, 
airplanes landing on the field). 

d. Use of the bayonet and hand grenades 
with no weapon firing permitted. It may often 
be advisable to prohibit the loading of rifles. 

e. Use of frontal attack only. Any attempt 
at enveloprnent tends to cause disorder and con­
fusion. Note that one platoon which had ad­
vanced ahead of the general line was p\.llled beck 
to conform. 

f. A definite and limited objective- capture of 
an airfield, in this case---- in which the entire £rorlt 
could be co::lvered by manpower rather than fire­
power. 

These ,::1re the major elements of a successful 
night attack brought out in the foregoing account. 
Others not :mentioned but which were undoubtedly 
contributing factors in this operation are: 

Careful planning in minute detc.il. 
Precise, specific orders. 
Careful arrangements for maintenance of 

direction. 
Thorough - daylight reconnaissance by as 

many of the leaders as possible. 
Use of compact columns in the approach 

formation until the Line of Departure is reached . 

10 
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KNOCKING OUT PILLBOXES 

Colonel HO{Jel's, TnjanLI'J/, SicUy: "The neutmli­
%ntioll and reciuction of concrete pjllboxes pln,yed 
nil i!llportnnt part ill the Sicilian campaign. In the 
illi t inl landing phases alolle , this regiment cleaned 
out o\'er thirty of these pillboxes. They were located 
all over the place as we went inlallCl. 

"They were cleverly constructed and clab­
ora t01y camouflagrcl. :Many were covercd with 
brush, grass, straw, or other natural stuff. Ot.hers 
had rnne houses built. over them to represent lJeasunt 
outbuildings or huts. All those we encountered in 
nne! about villages amI towns wcre eovered over with 
SOLlie kind of hous(' to cOllccal them. ?vlost of thrse 
\\'('n~ (;;)11(' or wood shrlcks, t!lOu~h somc \\'('rc adl\:1lly 
covl'red wj LI\ plas(.(!r or st.ucco to ),CPJ'l'Sl'1I t real 
houses. l\Inny hnd ChlllllllY houses built right over 
the pillbox, nlld willdows an:Llll!:ed to give full frcc­
dom of fire from the (,lJlbrnsuJ'cs of the pillbox insicie 
t.he shell of the building. In the open coulltry a 
nllmber \yere abo built \"itlt hay ricks and st.raw 
staeks over them, all very natural and inno~ellt 
lookillg. 

"Heductioll of thcse oftell proved very simple, 
ancl in mallY cases the enemy simply dug his 
own grave in his etTorts at camouflage. When we 
learned not to be surprised by them and recognized 
them for \vha t, they were, we developed a very simple 
method of c10aling with the 0110S concealed by straw, 
hay, cane, and other inflammable material. 'rVe 

dosed them freely with white phosphorus, especially 
from the attached chemical mortars, and thi'3 did the 
work to perfection. We set the camouflage all fir!' , 
blinded the gunners inside, and choked them with 
the phosphorus and the smoke from the burning hay, 
straw, and other material. The fire and heat, too. 
made the interiors untenable, nntl the oecu pan ts 
would become terrified and come out and surrender 
in a bunch. 

"In one place near LICATA there were several 
of these straw- and hay-covered pillboxes, also some 
concealed with cane huts, arranged at key positions 
ill country covered with wheat fields and terraced 
grain plantings. We simply set a first-class prairie 
fire with our white phosphorus, ane! burned out. a 
posi tion over 2,500 yards long. We waited un til the 
wincl was right and let th(,ll1 have it. Ewl'Y pill1)ox 
was burned out. The 1110re ciiJIicult pillboxes thn t 
wouldn't burn we attacked with massed fire from 
mortars of all types, AT gUllS, and heavy machine 
gun~. III the case of very tough ones that \\'ere re­
inforced, we used 'bazooka' rockets and at tiul('s sent 
men up close uncleI' heavy covcring firc and knocked 
them out with bangalorc torpedoes." 

COMMENT: The use of fire is, of course, depend­
ent on favorable weather conditions. Careful co­
ordination is also necessary to insure that the 
resulting smoke does not interfere with the dpera­
tions and observation of adjacent units. 
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INDIVIDUAL INITIATIVE 

The following cases of illdividual initiative and 
heroism during tIw SAL~~RNO landing were reported 
by the -th Infantry: 

"SC7'U('(wt Jfailucl Gonzales, uj)on landing, dis­
covered the position of a German '88' in the sllnd 
dunes near the beach. This gun was firing 011 the 
assault boatS' as they lallded. Thc Scrgeant crept 
~1rollnd the position under machine-gUll fire whieh 
set his pnck on tire, and despite the hand grenades 
being thrown at him. He then calmly tossed several 
hand gre]}ndes into the gun emplacement, killillg the 
crew and blowing up their mnlnunitioll. 

"N ('Ill' PAlo:S'fU;\J SI'I'f/('(f II t .Tuhll Y. ill{'Gill 
jumped on an eneIllY tallk and dropped a hand gre­
nade into the open turret, killing all the crew. 

"Private Clayton I. Tallman, on HILL 424, ob­
served that the ellemy was att.empting an envelop­
ment. of the left flallk of his cOlllpauy. Taking lip n. 
bett.er posit.ion, he killed an enemy machine-gun crew 
wit.h three cnrefully aimed shots. In a few minutes 
he repe.:1ted the !:iame action \\'hell another enemy ma­
chillC-gUIl crew appeared. He alolle protect('d the 
left flank of the eompallY until the rest of the platoon 
arrived. 

"Private Burrell B. Rcitch discovered that he 
and a group of five men hnd been cut off from his 
eompully. He immediately organized them in a de­

fensive position on u small knoll. They repuL-ecl 
three rushes by the enemy, who were attcmptiIlg to 
establish machine-gun positions on the flank. Pri­
vate Reitch was completely in comm::md of the situa­
tion , giving fire orders and shouting encouragement. 

"Staff Sergeant Quillian II. 111ciVitchen wns shot 
in the chest and shoulder before his assault boat 
reached the shore. 'Vhen the bont beached, the 
landing ramp stuck and would not drop. The 8e1'­
genIlt, despite his wounds, kicked the ramp loose alld 
then led his section ashore, con tin Uillg to direct their 
operations until he received a fatal shot from enemy 
gun fire. 

"Our men steadily moved ahead ill the face of the 
intellse fire nnd cleared the \)(,:1('h n~ f'O()11 a~ pO~f'j lJl('. 

Lieutenant Carey, soon after reaching the shure, was 

fired upon by three Germans armed with niachine 
pistol:;. He returi1ecl the fire, but his carbine jnmmecl 
after killing one of his adversaries. He thcn grasped 
his weapon as 11 club nlld advancing in the face of 
their · fire clubbed the second. He then physically 
tackled, subdued, and disarmed the third German, 
taking him pri:.;oner." 

COMMENT: The ability of the individ1.1al soldiQr 
to grasp the implications of the situation and take 
the necessary action should be fully exploited. 
The resul~s of combat are the fruits of the com­
bined efforts of individuals. Every soldier should 

be i'ndoctrinated with the idea that his individual 

action may be the decisive factor in the final result. 
14 
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ACTION ON ATTU 

()/wralioIl8 1'I,/)nrl, RCf/1'1I7f'17tnl Combat Tca,?r/,: 
"To fight, the Japs in this country our troops must 
~ti('k t (J t.he hkh groulld allu not oilly ou t.flallk but 
'Oll t-al ti t.ude' the C'llC'llly, 

"Colltillll()U:;: IllO\'C'lllCllt is necC'SS[lry to keep the 
spark in all, a t Lade If a maehine gUll covers olle 
point, thcll [l gronp IlOt, at that. point must contillue 
to ndv:ll1Cc, When fire' is shift (' cJ , the original group 
111tI:"t mo\'C', If even a plat.OOll is entirely halted by 
th(' fir(' of C'Il('ll1Y gUllS, t.h(~n the commitmellt of ad­
ditiollal troops results, whereas by proper coorclill[l­
tioll some portioll of the pbtOOIl can be kopt mO\'illg 
alHI the fOl'e(' ('ommiUcr/ kcpt to ~l minimulI1, 

"'1'11(' 11' Ilrlc'II(~~' of 10wc'l' cOllllllallch:I'S tu COllllllit. 
],(,::;('1' \'(' ." too ('arly lllw;t, be curbed. 

"Sc('ul'ity canllot. be oVC'rt'l11pliasizcd. Any 
IIlO\'('llH'llt 01' group Oil thc battlefield. eVel! in ]'ear 
arc':!s. i:" suh,icct to C' 1lC'Ill~r act.ion, In thi~ conllpC'tioll, 
(:01 I:"id C' I':\ Lioll 1l11Ic:; t JJC gi \'en to thc protection of 
llll.'ciical ill-,tallat.iolls, At, prc~e llt these arc left. un­
pro tected, \vi thoul ('ven illdiviclllal arms for their 
]1< 'I':;'OIIIIC1. I II t i l(' e\'(,IIt. of ally enemy pelJNratioll 
thl'llug:h our frollt,·-linc positions it is practically cer­
taill th a t. t.h ('~(' ilJ~t n llatioJls \\'ill bc hit, 

"J\ggl'E'ssi \'c patrollillg. particuln.rly to maintain 
aetivc ('onta et., is of vital illlpor18llcc and can mean 
the diH( ~ l'ell(,c IH't\\'c('1l defeat and victory, However, 
Itlel'e lllllllllc)'s of paj.)'ob will not. solve the problem, 
Special traini llg ill patrolling: and organi?:ing patrols 
16 

mu:4 be initiated, COlllll1:l11dcl's must pbll to have 
I'ea~ollably frel';h men avnilnblc for night COIlt;Wt. 
It i:;: vital to organize patrol activity cnrcfully to il\­
sure that all lines arc familiar with the route'! of 
returnillg patrols so that the dangcr of mist:J.kcn 
idelltity ill the darknc!::f: will be lllillill1izcd," 

1 * 
Lieidena'llt General Simon B. Bucknel', C01I1­

manding General. Alas/cal! Deportment,' "It was 
apparent that the enemy was particularly vulner­
able to attack by units of our infantry which pushed 
forwarcl vigorously while the ellemy was held clow]) 
by artillery fire, Thol';e ullits \vhieh h:1d lean1l'd to 
adyancc closely behind their 0\\'11 art il1cry ~l1P­

portillg fire had the grentc~t succc~~ , 

"The Japs dO'llot like om cuonlinatcd artillery 
fire 1101' do they like our aUncks with the bayonet. 
WhCll undor fire from small arm!" they :oiay clown 
ill thcir boles aIle! are easily appro[lehrcl. When at­
tacking small group~ of foxhole~. our troops were abll! 
to keep the Japs clown by fire from rifle::: and thc 
Browning Automatic Rifle while f30me of oUt' 1l\(~1\ 
a pproached aile! droppecl 1)(1 lId grcnades ill to th cir 
holes, This W[lS our favorite mop-up Ilwthod. 

"\Vhell about to be rUI1 uut of a positioll, the Saps 
seemed to feel it necessary to counterattack. Thcf3e 
attacks wcre not well coordinated ane! were ,vclcomccl 
by our troops, who \vere able then to ['hoot dowl1 tho 
cJlerny in great numbers. Thesc Jap·counterattacks 
were of a suicidal character aJlcl were pressed home 
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regardless of loss(>s until practically all of the coun­
tera ttacking troops \\'cre extcrmillu ted. 

"The ellcmy may believe tha t, in such terrain, 
he can hold up 1.he advancc of an entire battalion 
with three mCIl and a light maehine gun. In faet, 
however, he is critically vullJerable to intelligent ac­
t.ion by officers and men who understand the neces­
sity for immediate maneuver against small parties 
of the CIlPnty sc'ekilll,!; to hold thelll up, The fact 
was that slllallllJanellvcring patrols easily c1ispos(~d 
of machille-gull posit-iollS 011 reverse slopes behilld 
mOllutain spurs, whereas allY tendency to lie dowll 
nlld call for artillery support would have result.ed 
ollly in tremcndous wastage of artillery fire in :11.­
tplIlpting 1.0 :->('('k olli 1argc1s which. ill fact, wcn~ ill­
a(:tl's:,:ihln j.() a1'\.ilb',Y Jil·( \. 

"The A'I'TIJ aeLi()1l lik('wise illdit'uled (hal. t-:(:Llltl­

arc! ,Japallese illfiitmtio]1 tactics can b(~ olTset by 
n. sysklll of 'anti-termite' patrols organizcd behind 
our lillcs, protect.ing our artillery, command posts, 
and supply linC's . 'Whcrever troops know that t.hesc 
friendly patrols are behind them, fire in their rear 
will mean to them simply that our patrols are ex­
terminating the infiltrating Ja.ps. This feeling was 
wcll expressed by General Nathan Bedford Forrest 
[Confederatc cavalry commander, Civil War], when 
aile of his staff officers approached him in great ex­
citement and said, 'General, thc enemy is in our 
rear.' Forrest calmly replied: 'If they're in our'Il, we 
must be in their'n.' " 

THE SOUTH PACIFIC 
SECURITY IN THE JUNGLE 

In Bivouac Report of Commanding Genc1'(ll, J/3d 
Division, New Georgia CUUI}Jairrn: "Security ill 
bivounc was a big problem in this N e\\' Georgia oper­
ation. The Japs conducted harassing raids aguin .=;t 
ollr bivouac areas with son1(' succe!3S for a period of 
about a week. Our illitial plan had beclI adop1('d Oil 

the advice of other lInits eXIWl'ielll'.pd in jUllgle war­
farc. It called for complete imlllobility at. Ilil!h L 
with grenades and bayollets as the ollly defellse 
weapons. Gun erews were directed to fire only ill 
the event of a major attack. However, we fOllnd 
I.)wt. "1Ila.1I partic's oj' .Jap:,: Wl'],(' a1>1(' 10 rille'!' illio lhl' 

hnHlc nrl'l'll; nlld (~:I1IS(' SOII1(' (,:lslI:d1ic'~ wilholll\)('illl!: 
seriously oPPllscd. 

"This situation was effectively eor[,(,(·t(,(j by I1S­

ing~"\. close pcrimeter dcfell!3c. .l\lcll oeeupyi111!: thc~e 
pcrimeter lines were ordered to fire at kllown targets. 
Machine guns werc so bid that filial prote-dive lincl" 
covered the perimeter. The nature of the ten'ail! 
and the typc of night tactics employed by the Japa­
nese made the establishment of outpost~ for sccurity 
purposes inadvisable as visibility w:l!3limitcd to a few 
feet from any given ou tpost. Two lllell occupied 
each foxhole, one remaining awake and alert. to all 
activity in his vicinity. Within the perimeter. 
ma.ehetel') were used from the foxholes a!l;ainst allY 
ell emy raiders who werc able to pCllctra te. This 
systcm effectively discouraged Ilight raids. 
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" 
 On the March "March security adhered to estab­

lished doctrine except tha t. disbnces between the 

dements of the eolt ll1lll \\'C're greatly reduced, Ex­

tremely limited visibility and the difficulty of moving 

through the jungle off the trails nearly always pre­

vt'llted close-in security detachments." 


I 
JUNGLE NOTES * 

~ 

Aggressive Action, Flm::iblc Plans Report of I/Jd 

lJivlsian. :\' (' 11' (,'corUlrt: "Aggressive action is lIec­

essary. ~c\'('!' rciax the pressure. ?vIaneuvcr of 

small units at the risk of temporary loss of com­

ll1unieatiolls is import alit. Plans and orders must 

lJC' :-;0 fkxihh' ns to 1ll'I 'lllit jll'ompt l11aIH'\I\"('r chall,t!;c. 


Feeding the Troops "Tltl' :-;('I'\'illg or all~' hot. Jl ll'1I1s 
ill jllllglc fig;ht illg i:-; oft('11 illlpracti(,:lhlc. .\ hot 
drink 01' hot. soup S('I'\'(':"' the same purpose and is 
1111l eh mol'C withill the realm of possibility. 

"All issue of two canteens pCI' man relieves the 
watcl' problclIl a lot. ill jungle opel'atiolls. '" 

* Counterintelligence First. JJf(J'hle j)i1!i8r:O/I., (Juadfll­
('owd: "Due to 'the al1l011nt of vital informatioll \H~ 
had takelJ from eaptured .Japanc::;:c lllessnge cellters 
we decided at once that we wouldn't. make the sa.me 
mistake. Command post. insta llations were usually 
ill the foxhole of the unit commander. Papers of 
possible \'a]uc to thc e\lcmy wcre dcstroycd or sent 
to the rear." 
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SCOUTING AND PATROLLING 
Patrolling in the Jungle An otTicer with consicler­
able experience in jungle pa trolling gives this advice: 

"Patrols are mOi't likC'ly to give away. their 
presence in an area by their footprint~. 

IIShine from the smallest mctal surface, such as 
a belt buckle, or a watch, must be avoided. A 
luminous watch cOllstitutes a real dallger. 

"l\. white skill is most COI1Spi('UOll:3, nne! the 
practice of some patrol members ?narchil/g stripped 
to thc 7Daist is inviLin(j t'l'U'ubl e. 

"Dark clothing is essen tial. 
"Any lloise, sueh as talking, coughing. spitting, 

ctc., has to be treatpd as the gJ'('at(':,:t of all dallgCI':-:, 
"A 111:111 011 patrol llltl:<t 1(';11'11 10 mo v(' 8ilc il Il iJ, 

making cvcry l1u:::sible u:,:e of 11[( t und eo\,er." 

* 

Don't Forget the "Where"! ColoHel Livc)'scdlj (' , 
U. S. ilIllrine Corps, N cu; Geary/a: In llInny c~lses 

patrol leaders wc;rc able to rcport \\"llnt they S:1W. \)ut 
]lot whcl'c it was seen. III gellcral, ~/lch in/o l'lIIal iUIl 

1/'((8 V((/lIel('S.'; :lS ]c)('atiolls could Jlot be ]>1011('<1 UII :1, 

map 01' aerial photo. This should be l'JIIpkl sized ill 
training programs and is worth a special directive." 

* 

--or the "What"! Seventh Army Report, Sicily: 
II,MelJ lllllst be taught to /'('('(J(j lIi:::c 'what ULCY see 
whcn they are SCCllll1illg the bllllf'ca.pc. Unless 
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properly trained they will not recognize enemy gun 
('lllplacc'mcnts, strong points, and machine-gull 
Ilests." 

* Patrol Tips Stoff Sergeant Richa.rd E. Deland, 111.­
f Ol1 t!'!), Sicily: "I was not taught to observe properly 
nor ho\\~e the me"-,sage blank. .: 

"Posi tion and camoufbge are more important 
than I leamed in the States. III training bear clown 
O!l covel' and eoncc:dlllcnt; bear down on the avoid­
ance of the blundering approach, on patrols, on fire 
and maneuver-which are equally important. 

"Enttles move slowly; patrols can 't dash about. 
"i'vly battalion, instead of usillg 'ScoutsOnt,' used 

:l full squad in \\'ccl~c fOl'lllatioll to do the job. " 

* Size of Patrols Lirulc17((11 t Colond TV. A. Walker, 
Tailk Destroyer 13aLtalion Cummander, 'j"unisia: 
"Many men werc lost in Tunisia by using squad 
pa t rols. The Germalls used stronger patrols and just 
gobbled them up. A patrol should be either a sneak 
pa trol, small enough to escape detection, or a combat 
po. tr01, large enough to figh t its way out of clifficul ty. 
1\ever allow olle man to go out alone. 

Say It With Pictures! "The value of hasty sketchC's 
illustrating reconnaissance reports was proved many 
times during this campaign, but it is difficult to get 
sllch skekhcs out of untrained personnel. All 
"cco!lllaisan ee personnel should receive sketching 
training. " 
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INFANTRY WEAPONS 

IN JUNGLE WARFARE 

The following comments on the use and effec­
tiveness of infantry weapons in jungle warfare ap­
pear in the report of the 4:3d Division on the Mu:~mA 
Campaign-NEw GEORGIA: 

Basic Weapons "The Ml rifle is doubtless the best 
all-around weapOll possessed by our troops. Its sel'v­
iceability under existing cnmpaign conditions is ex­
cellent. Ammunition supply \v~lS adequate, since the 
rifle was norlllally fired only at observed targets. 
The Japs poss('ssed a !lumber of our IVII rifles, appar­
cI111y considcring them :\. sUjll'riol' \\'('apol1, to tjll'ir 
own. 

"The fragnwllliltioll grell:1de ",us u~ed fre­
quently agnillst suspected areas of lwavy jungle 
growth and on some occasions for the destruction of 
booby traps around perimeter defenses. Its ef-fect 
when used as a booby trap is questionable became 
of the long fuze time. Th e laps 'used oW' grellades 
e~:l:e'llsivcllJin thch' night hamssinu raids a(juinst our 
biv01WCS. Rifle grenades were used on ~ome occa­
sions with SllCCCf:'S again~t enemy pillboxes. 

"In spite of its halldicap of soulldillg like a. Jap 
.25-caliber light machine gun, the Thompson sllh­
ll\achine gun proved very sa tisfactoJ'Y 1'0), specializ('d 
personnel such as linemen, a.rtillery forward ob­
servers, vehicle drivers, and reconnaissanc.e perSOll­
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nel. Its limitcd range made it especially useful in 
c:omba t in rear arcas. 

"The Brownin~ auto rifle gave excellent service. 
This weapon has high jungle mobility and provides 
('xcrllellt fire po\\,('I' fur the short-range targets fre­
quently ellcoulltel'(~d. It has brcm used many times to 
reillforce the fillal protective lines at night, to estab­
lish trail blocks, to cover patrol advances, and to 
destroy sniprrs. 

"The light machinc gun proved very effective in 
the Ilight secllrity of bivouacs. At other times. it. was 
used to cover the advance of attacking echelons by 
placing hea vy fire in the direction of suspect cd pill­
boxes. Since fields of firo and visihility were so 
lilllih'd 1\tr cffc'div('I\('sS of stich support. was qurs­
tioll:lhlC'. 

"W0 did \lot use the heavy machine gun to any 
extent in thr attack in thr jungle. This was lll:lillly 
due to its weight. and to its heavy amlllunition supply 
requirements. It was used primarily for the defense 
of be:1Chhcads and water passageways, also to some 
rxtent in the defense of regimental and battalion 
COllllll:lnd posts. 

"The GOllllll mortar was not effective against 
enemy pillboxe::.:, although it unquestionably contrib­
uted by its demoralizing effect 011 t.he encmy. After 
we reached the outer taxiway::.: of the airfield. we had 
exc'ellent visibility from ideally situatc'd oP's, anclthe 
disorganized enellly presentcd lllallY profitable tar­
gets for this wcapOll. The e:cceptionai accuracy of the 
wI'upon made ,it very valuable in close support, alld 
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its use during the assault on the revehnents (filrl shel! 
craters at :NluNDA li'UJLD and KOKENGOLO HILL is 
credited with saving many lives. 

"The 81mm mortar proved to be one of the most 
important single weapons contributing to the su('cess 
of this offellsive. Because of the difficulty of supply 
only two mortars \vere taken forward with each 
heavy-weapons company. the balance of the PE'fSOll­
llel being used as amlllullition carriers. Troops f1'e­
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d:?~ 

fi-Lj1 
1 \.J 

I: ~~~ 
q uen tly remarked that if gi \'en the choice of I'ations [I 

or 81mlll lllultar amlllunition, they would gladly take 
the latte!'. I 

"While the ~7mm AT gun is admittcdly n 
weapon of opportunity in jungle warfare. there wcre I 
two o(:r[LSiOllS 011 which it served us handsomely. The 
Nips had a field piece located where it. could illlerdict 
om beachhead at LAIANA. Scout.s located the gUI1. I 
but OUl' mortar fire couldn't silence it. lYe disas,:,em­ I 
bled a 37mm gUll and c':ll'riecl it forward unclcr cover 
of thr dense foliage. The gun was then assembled I 
uncleI' cover and moved rapidly to a point in the open I 
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from where it could command the tarp;et. Three ac­
2l rately aimed rowlds destroyed the (/1111 Cl/lfi killed 

its Cl'("u.:. 

"On allothcr occuf'ion we picked up an enewy oc­
cupied pillbox about 600 ~':lI'd:-: from one of onr OP's. 
The :371l1Jll gun W:lS l11:1llh:llldlcd to a positioll on the 
fO],W:Hcl slope in ollly partinl (·ollcculIl1CIlt. 1t placed 
[[( '('ul'ate alld inLcllse fire on the pillbox alld com­
pletcly dcs(ro:vcd it. 

"The value of the 37111111 gill! \\"as also proved 
by two cpi>;wlcs \\'lH'1l the CIH'lIly attempted to m:\ke 
Ili!::h t l:ll!dill.l!,S. Fil"t, Ol1e C'llemy bat'gc waf; fil'ed on 
[l:, it ncnr('d a lanrlill~ on 1302\1£lo£ PE.:-\INSULA. 130th 
HE nne! AP am multition w('r(' used. alld the barge 
\\":1 S heard to limp :1\V:1Y, sputtering: badly. Oli [In­
ot!l<'l' llight a group of .bpf' approached the nurth 
coa!"t of :).\(;EKAHAi'AS ISLAS]) ill all a:::sault boa t. 
Alltitank gUllllNS held thcir fire until the bont was 
11(':1l'ly a~llore, then fired severnl rounds of C'[llli!'ter. 
The ))ont \\"as seCII to ~illk and severnl bodies fio[ltt'd 
[\~ hore th(, next day. 

4.2" Chemical Mort<lr "The 4.2-inch chemienl 
mortal' company \yn8 placcd unde]' the control of tlle 
Di\,j~ioll J\l'tillcry ~111(llhc fjl'e:'; of'the cltclllicallllortars 
coordinated with artillery fjre~. These mortnrs, em­
ployillf,!; 11 2:J-poulld high-explosiYC "helL \\"pr(' used 
succc~~fully with the :!l'lillcry in firing prepnratiolls 
prior to an attack :lnd in firing prearranged fires such 
as arca balTngof: to blod: enemy routes and to disrupt 
barge trnfIic Ilcar WESTEHN SA('EKATIASAS ISLAl\D.I' Olle prisoner stated thnt the mortal' barrages were 
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more feared by them than artillery. The only criti­ ,cism of the wcapon is that the ~ hcll has no rlclaY Nl 
fuze; consequently,·a gl'cat mally tree bUl'sts re:,ult 
f 1'01 nits use." 

* 
IN SICILY 

Advance Guard erlJ)lr: ;n Had, Infantry: "\Yo 11:\\'0 

11:1£1" oO Jls idC'l':l blC' "l1('('P<:'" in u~i!lg a pJat t)(,;n u1' 
heavy mnehille g;UllR with eaeh :\dv:\llee 01' a~"a lllt 
company. Yon Jleed this i])(')'('a80 of fire po\'.·pr l'i!.!;ht 
up there in front. With the advallcc g'uarcl we put 
a platoon of machine gUllS right up in tho fonnu-d 
support. Wc a1::0 put a section of :37111rn AT g'1!liS 
right behind the adnllH'c P:ll'ty. Thc' rcmnining !'('('­

bun of AT guns is pluecd behind th(' ::;uppOl't of the' 
advance gu:ud. \Vc place the j 7nllll 's all d tho cnnllOIl 
eOIl1]l:llly in the center of th(' main body." 

* 
Pyrotechnics Staff SN!I('(/I/.t Rol)(!rL .!. J(('.tn]J. 111­

fantry: "We wun t lots of PYl'otcch n ies for use in 
:111 kinds of situations to include )wdcvilillg the ellC'll1)". 

f1 01l 1('1 imcs ,ferry puIs OIL :1 1lyroierhnie show th:lt jllSt. 

scares hell out of us: it would work on hill! too." 

* 

Miscellaneous Comment Various Small I lI ffl ll ll'LI 

Um't C'olll,'/I/(l?Idc/,s: "Slllllil IlIUI't:ll': ,\ I'('l' ft, f't 

\\"C'[lpon. I like to use the aItcrll:ltc tl':\\"(~l'sillg' 
method. 
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"60111111 mortar: We kept them right up in front 
and used them otten. 

c, Bazooka: We have hac! Jl0 troll hIe with our 
bazookas. Have gottcn several tallks with them. 

";J71ll111 AT gun: Vcry mobile. It's artillery; 
good aga inst :1tlythillg-vc'hiclcs, pillboxes, perSOll­
lIel. hOll~CS. Gets ill fnstE'l' than the mortar. If I 
had to throwaway ally heavy weapons, the '37' 
would he the last to go. 

"7;')1ll1ll self-propelled call1lon: Excellent foJ' eo­
ordillated altaek--pcrfcct. Too vulnerable to get 
very close illi tiaIly." 

* 

AT SALERNO 

The "Bazooka" Worked Operations report. __ th 
Infantry: "Severnl bilk attacks occurred which the 
Infalltry fought off with their 'bazookas.' It becul1le 
morc allcl morc a}lparent that this was really nn 
effcctiw "'cnpOll. During this olle day it destroyed 

CVdi L'jJClIlY tallk::;. 

COMMENT: Nu:merous reports indicate the effec­
tiveness of the "Bazooka" when used by troined 
personnel. ,It has been used successfully against 
pillboxes, :machine-gun nests, and personnel. 

INFANTRY-ARTILLERY TE 

Artillery "Close" Support fJicl1tenant Colon el 
McConnick, F£eld Artillery, New Geor(Jia: "Our in­
fantry, finding themselves with a mobile enemy on 
threc sides and a swamp Oil the fourth, called for 
defensive fires. 1\ horseshoe of eoncelltrati()1t fires 
was laid dowll around them. IJlfantry commanders 
stated their willillgness to accept respollsibility for 
allY casualties resultillg from these fircs, which were 
adjusted so ('lose to the defellsive positions that frag­
ments werc rcceiycd within the perimeter. The fires 
were eontillucd throughout thr' Ilight with 110 tac;ual­
ties to friclidly troops. This /ire was crcal:ted with 
p!'ol)(I(){y savillg the force fruli/ di.wlsler. For S01l1(: 

tillle 'Coll(:('ntratioll 110' beeame a by-word with all 
illfall trYllwn." 

* 

--and How It Worked Report of OporatilJns, 
Jlullda Call1j)aiun, ]Ifew Georgia: "The bc~t cure for 
the whistlc-blowilig. howlillg night a.ttack was a 
closely adjusted system of night fires placed around 
our tl'OOp';. The all-night f-iring of single batteries 
and sOllle~j1l1eS a single gun discouraged these at.­
tacks. What few were attemptcd aher th is systcm 
was inaugurated were quickly stol)ped by short Lurs ts 
of fire at rnaxiInul11 rate ill tlIe vicinity of the unit 
being; a.ttacked and along the front of adjacent units." 
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Massed Fires Liclllf'lIrw{; Colo ll el James, In­
/rtll t1'1J,8icily: "Our division :utillery was never 
out of ~Ul)poJ't for more thall fiw milll!tcs throughout 
the' whole call1paign. 'Ye'n~ gut n wont/r'rful set of 

b:1 t taliolls in our division 
artiilcry, and we have 
\vorkcd 1"0 clo~e1y together 
that they nrc as much a 
part of our outfit as our 
own hnttnliollf:. The y 

(3 keep right up 011 our heels 
all the time, :md that is 
,iust Wh:lt we have got to 
have, T don't kno\\' what 

w(' ('otIld h,'1vC' dOlle \vithout them. They lc[lp­
fl'o,!.!'g('t/ t hC'il' bat tl'l'i(':" (~(Jiltillllally and WClIt ill('o 
~():II(' of Ih(' ci:lIlllld(,,,t ll(l~itjulls I have ('vc'r S<'CIl, 

aile! dC'li\'c'l'cd Ihe go()d~. lYe ,iust. can't, praise tht'lJ1 
lou ltll\('h, TllC'Y \\'(,I'e :;}"'ays right there ",hell you 
!It'er/l'r! thelll. 

"Ill OJJe pbcC' wlH'l'e we just couldn't get forward 
ly' cttll ~ c the l[cin il~'~' \H'le OJ] 8upcrior ground and har! 
u:" pinlled dowll with rifle, m:\chine-gun, and mortar 
fi I'e, the divif:ioll nrtillery ma~sed nine batteries 011 

thelll aile! plastcred thell1 with 1.500 rounds in le;:s 
thalJ thirty minutes. 'Ve then walked through that 
pOf-'ition without a ~('r[\tch, and the Gerlllan dend 
were all Over the place." 

INFANTRY-T KT 

Opportunity Lost Captm:n Pu./;n(f In, Infantry , 
S'ir:ily: "The idall try should bc gi \'en praetic:1I 
training in cooperation with tanks. 1 dOll't IllOtU! the 
armored infallt.ry-they're pn,ri; of the :ll'lllOl'"d divi­
sion .'1ncl work wit.h them nil the timc. llllell.n onli­
nary ild:llltry like us, I kno\\' our l'cgill1c:llt didll't 
have allY training with tanks in preparatioll fot' C0111­

bat. At BnA""I8Jt[ we just didll't blOW how to \\'ork 
with the :lLtachcd tallk !lllit. When our 1:1l1ks nallle 
up to slIIJport us aftcr we ha.d brokell up j he (;CI'111[1,n 

attack, wc did not follow up the tanks propcrly as 
they WCllt forward. lJad we done 80 'Ice conld 11([ (,''3 

rlrrrlled (JUt. ((lmosl alHl/.trrrion of Ger)I/I1I1S. \Ve bad 
noj, hcell Il 'a illcd to work with 1'.lIl k", alHl \\'c' re­
mailled ill positioll after they wcnt 1'UI'\\':11'(1. If we 
hod Imown how to 1)0 fonwrd u'dh them we could 
Ita VC' done a much bGti.er job and CO'II.lri have yotlc'/l 
all of the Grn/l fl/lS' vehicles and 1Ilo terie l. After this 
C'xperiellce, we strongly rp('oJrll1W Ilf ! t h!l tall infa.n try 
bo givell practie~ll t.raillillg' ill coopc'I'atiull wid I tall ks 
ill artioll. Get. thc illfalltrYlllell used to hUlks alld 
how to fi,,.ht too'ether with them.",., b 

Lesson Learned First 111uI"ine Dl:visl:on, G'U(ld( ~ ­

canal: "The initial :1ssault by our fin: tanks aero,,,:s 
the field east of our 3d Ba tblioll lilles a t the '13:1 tl Ie 
of Bloody Ridge' on GU.\lJALC':\X.\L was C'lltil'ely SLlC­
cessful. They c;au;;cd UlLlc.:h lJa\'oe amoJlg the ellelll,v 
and I'ctul'lwd ullhanllcd. \Yithin all hem, thc.'y 
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~t.tacked again over the same terrain, Meanwhile, 
IlL · .Taps had had time to 1110\'e 37mm AT guns into 
position along the edge .of the woods at the eastern 
side of the field. These gUlls knocked out three of 
our tanks d1ll'ill~ the ~c(,olld aSlSuult. It thus proycd 
('xtrcmely unwise to hUllch a second at.tack over the 
~aJl1e route :l.lld t.errain. This is especially true if 
t/tC're is slIfficient elap:o:cd time for the enemy to move 
AT gUlls into pOl'ition." 

* 

Infantry-Tank Attack Licu.tcnmlt Colonel Perkins, 
'Palik Battalion COl/til/ander, I laly: "Shortly after 
landing at SALEHXO \\'e attacked a hill sou th of the 
town of OLIVETO. The attack was up a windillg road. 
The medium tanks moved clown into the bottoms 
at the foot. of the hill into a covered position and 
covered the light tnnks as they went up. As the 
light tanks went up the hill both the lights' and 
ntedillllls fired Oil the enemy infantry. When they 
spotted enemy soldiers going in to buildings the 
medi ums took care of the buildings . leaving the ligh t 
tallk~ to bke rnre of the infantry and the mnchinr 
guns. Both the lights awl mediullls stayed until 
the infantry took over. 

"The 'rush-to-battle' idea is wrong. Here we 
creep Up. Each tallk should ovcl'watch another 
tank; eaeh section should ovel'wateh another section; 
cneh platooJl another platoon." 

RANGER TRAINING 
Buddy System . Lieu.tenant Colonel H'l'lll:am O. 
Da.r/)y, Comma.nding Officer of Rangers, Italy: "In 
011T' work we use t.he 'Budely' systcl1l-- ·thr~lways 
work in pairs. They live in pairs. cat in pairs. do 
gilaI'd in pairs-even do KP in pairs. Confidence ill 
eneh other is developed. They ean pick their OW11 I 
buddy from within their platoon. I 
Realism "In our t.raining \\'e llever do anything Iwit.hout battle Iwises alld eiYc.'cts. We always usc h\'e 
ammunition. We lise mines, barbed wire: and pro­ I 
tective bunds of machine-gun fire extensively. If the 
problem is to capture a machine-gun nest. there is I. 
always a machine-gun nest there with a machine gtlll 
firing in a fixed direction, The mell vcry quickly get 
ac('ustolllE'd to having live ammunition flying around 
them. 

"Captured Italian and German mQrhiue gUllS 
and machine pistols are used by the 'enemy ' ill OUI' 

problems. Our mell quickly leat'll tu distil1gui~h 
between the fire of our own weapons amI that of 
ellemy weapons. Also the 'enemy' makcs constant 
use of flares. 

"VVc always carry our normal load of ammuni­
tion with weapons loaded. If a man knO\n, his 
weapun is loaded he will be more ea reful in ha llCll ing 
it. .Aecidell tal discharge of a weapOIl automnt ically 
llleans a fine and immediate reduction t.o the gr:ld(~ 
of pl'iv:tte. In our work, we ll1ust take drastic llle a~­
u]'es to guard against accidental discharge of wea})­
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Oll~. We learned our le~son in Tunj"b, where the 
(f('(' irlril{:rrl dischaf'(JC' of a rifle q1.lcered a· mid and 
C(/ Il ,~ ('d (I ·?4-hollr dr/au ·ill opcm!1:oi/.s . rSee eOIlll11cnt 
(HI this subject. following "Xight. l\.tt~ICk.'·] 

F:ccognition "\Yr usc colored fhshlights with the 
ligh t dimmcd dowlI for recogllition purposes in night 
work. Differcnt eolon: arc u:;:cd. alld wc usually have 
a c'f'J'iaill li~ht signal for recol!:l1ition; for instance, 
';\.'--\\'h ictt \\'ould be :l dot, da:;:h. It gives a man 
grrnt. c'cmfoJ't. alld cOlJfidence when working at lIight. 
especially ill to\\'n", to rcccive a recognition signal 
\\'hcli llr llceds one. 

Formations "Ire usc a colullln formation for il.p­
pl'u:.ll·h and ass~lult HlO\'C'llll'llt at Ilight. From experi­
encc. I bclien it i~ the bcst formation to usc at night. 
We do 110t attempt to m'e promillcnt terrnin features 
to keep directiolJ. VVelise P:J.Cillg:, compass bearing, 
:l nci ,,[ urs. Usually ill a(hallC'illg to attack at llip:ht we 
kd t to ehc('k positioll ('vcry l.000 yards. We start 
llH)\·ing :Ig:ain by radio sigllal uver the sen. ~)3(rr.· or 
by rUliller. 

"It i:3 nCCCi'3sary to arrange for collecting your 
mCll together again after the raid is over. To do 
tllis I have llIen ::tationecl alOllg a line through which 
men \\'ill1Ja~s at intervals in their withdrawal. The 
sClltilJc1s on this lillc stop alld collect t.he men into 
groups as they withdraw. 

"A ij II:! ,pOlInll "H:1I111~·-talkil'" traJl",mit (Cl'-l'l'ceiYer. 

Cooking r prefer to have men rook thcir own meals 
with their mess kits. Wc die! not have kitchens in 
Sicily. alld \ve have bcen here a mOil th without thelll. 
Even thongh the kitchens arc aV[tilable I always have 
men individually cook at least one llleal a day. 

Physical Conditioning "One of our best means of 
physical conditioning is speed marehillg. finally 
reaching a point. whcre we march tCll Iniles at a rate 
of six miles an hour. To keep ill COllC.litioil we use 
enlisthenics anu a. daily fin'-lllile speed march. 

Discipline "Disciplinary drills arc all important. 
We lta\'c a retreat formation daily. conditioJls per­
mittillg;. At this formation 11Irll al'l~ iII~Jlr(~t('d ami 
somemallualof:1I.1I)s pcrfoJ'lllcll, follo\\'ed by rctreat. 
Every SUllday lIlornillg then' is a )'c\'ic\\', follo\\'ed 
by inspcetioII ill ranks. alld theJl ill!)pectiol\ of c[lmp 
01' quarters. IVe have at lea~t foUl' ]H'riods [l \Yct'k of 
close-order drill aile! nw,nllal of arms, alld one pcriod 
every wC'ek is devoted to III ili tary ('omtcs), . 

"Illfrac'j ions of discipline. military courtesy, allli 
ulliform regulations are dealt with quickly aIHI ,':('­
verely. Thc officers must. bear down on t.hesc things. 
The Army ill general has not stressed strict discipline 
cllough. Without it you arc 10sL" 
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FIELD ARTILLERY 
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ARTILLERY IN THE JUNGLE 
~.... 

--... Antipersonnel Fire H('fWr[ uf UPI'/'(lt;i()IIS. Jll'IlIIrld:::: 
Island: "It was apparent that the ,bps were COl\­~ 
contrating their forces on STll\fA PF.NIK;.;uLA. . . . 

o ~ The area was divided by coordina tes and a~sigllcd to 
~ various artill G/'y a lid mort.ar clellll'n ts. ITea vy fil'(,~ 

werc placed on thelll throughout tile night. 
During the advance down thc peninsula the next. day 
llumerOllS enemy dead were noted, verifying the effcc­
tiveness of the previous night's concenuatiOllS." 

* 
Dealing with Tree Snipers RelJOrt of Operations, 
43d Division , New Geo/'m:a: "We effectively curcd 
the Jap of his liking for sniping from trees by the 
command, 'Fire .Mission. All Battalions. 
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Fuze Quick. Three Yolleys.· Thc quick fuze resulted 
in blll':"ts ill thc tree tops. After ~l week of this treat­
lll('llt the J~lp sniper mo\"ecl from the trees to the 
grolmu. 

Adjustment of Fire " .\11 ('lose support ad,i lIstmen ts 
were lIlade IJ}' 'soul\d ~lIld fragmcnt' lIldhocllll1til the: 
htter part of the ealllp[lil:!Il, when grolllld obs('rvation 
\vas obtained. ]i'ol'\Y:1rd observers wrl'e alwa.ys in the 
most ron, a rc! jJ ()~ jtioll Jlossible- --ill SOlJ1e cases in ad~ 
\'~11\(~(' of t h" Ijnl'~. Adjustmellts w('re tilllc-eOIlSllllJ­

i l1~ . sLlrtill g at :1 mllge surely ovrr friendly troops 
:11111 wfJl'kill .!.!; gl'nrillally closer to om frOllt lines, 
;';OIl1C SllIokc \\':18 w:cd but 'ilot very success!u{[y ill the 
jUII(Jlr. T rec Lops 1I:erc not used for oiJscrvlltion be­
CUIISC of the li mited viru; ((ltd Llu Jocl Utal (Jur /.roups 
lOere sllspir' io'llS of all activity in trees. Pri:-:ollcrs of 
W:lr ill<juil'(,ci ahout om 'untoll1ntie artillery.' 

Morale Effect "The illces!':mt. firing of our artillery 
during the six-week period produced contrasting ef­
38 

fects on the nerves of our 0\\,11 troops and all thosr. 
of the enemy. Our infantry often f'tntccl that havillg 
those roullds continually landing ill front of thelll 
was one of their best morale builders, especially at 
lIig-ht. In the Jap, all thC" o1her hand, it produced 
sen'cre .cases of war neurosii'. He couldn't sleep at 
night because he llever knew when or where the next 
rOUlld wa.s going to land, He ('ouldn't slcrp ill (he 
daytime beeallE'e whrn our infantry wasn't attacking 
him our artillery \Vas giving him hell. 

"The following statcJn('nts made oy prisoners :Ire 
interesting: 

" 'Between BmrLO HILL alld the airport we 
hac! mallY guns of all sizes before this cal1l­
paign, but. now mallY of thelll ure g(lIIC--­

kll()('ked uu! j,y :tl'lillc'ry. It has cOllljJkll'1y 
dCllloralized 1ll[l.IlY units, reduced lllallY units in 
strellgth, and .has made l1lQI1Y men go crazy. 
Irc, were awakened at Ilight by tl1(' slightest 
noise, bCC:1ll.~e of the bad state of llcn'c~. At. 
night three IlIcn stayed in OIIC foxhole .: (wo 
sllloked wllile one slrlJt. Durillg the day \\"t' ~d~o 
t.ried to ge( some sleep by alterll:llil lg. JJlt! the 
cOlltinuul :1rWlery fire kept, us 011 edge cw rl we 
got 110 rest.. ' 

"'Even in the two-story dugoll ts many 
men were killed jllst by cOIJ('ussioll. A. direct 
hit would kill all the men inside.' 

" 'The artillery is the one thillg' th[t t ir; l.mi­
versally f('[tred by all OUl' grou 11<1 l roops. It ('Oil­

tinues over such long pcriods of time and (he 
lO\mcls (:0111e so f~st.) 
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 :c 'Except for the artillery \VC could con­
tinue our defense.' " 

* 
Ammunition and FU7.es First J[m'ine Division, 
GlIodalcanal: "The super-quick fm~e is more effective 
th:1n the delay fm~e ngninst troops in wide are'ns, par­
ticularly in the coconnut gro,'cs of the tropic~. A 
report from priSOllC'l'S indicated that in one unit of 
n.pproximately 100 mell., nIl but six werc casualties 
;tS :1 l'e~l1lt of otIC nl'tillrry coneentrntion. The 
;)71111l1 cnlli~tc'l' pl'Uvcd to be n t1evn~tatiJlg type of 
ru 111ll1l11 i ti on. 

Disposition "Tn jungle' warbre th0 !1l'tillrry of the 
defensive sct-up should not be placed too clo~e to the 
inf:1lltry lillc. The added rnl\~e thus obtained is of 
no v:lllle tlnl cf'~ oh':('l'vat ion of thr tennin l)('rmit~ itR 
usc, which will very seldom be the ease. Artillery too 
close to the illfnlltry is Ilot only nerd1cssly cxpo~ed, 
but is nctllnlly less dl'ective because of the limits im­
posed by minilllum-range consiclcrntions, ancl. ill the 
case of lOGmlll howib:ers, becallse of the impossibility 
of using high-angle fire at ranges less than 2,000 
yards. 

Liaison "The liaison officers with infantry regiment 
should be officers with ns llluch cxperiC'llce as po~sihle, 
prcfernhly of the rank of enptain 01' above. When 
possible, either the artillery battalion commander or 
his Cxc(:utive officer should be sent to the infantry 
rcgimental CP a t first sign of :' lIClilY activity." 
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Reinforcing Fire Limltenant Colonel R. D. Fwd;;, 
Field A.rtiUery, Ba.ttalion Commander: '~If 1 can 
spare the radios I am going to ~('lld one to the artillery 
battalion that reinforces me the next time we arc in 
direct sUPJlort. Theil whell olle of our observers calls 
ill a fire mission we call simply tell the radio nt th(! 

other battalion to tnke the lIlission direct from 
the observer. This will elill\illate n reby throll~h 
our Fire Dircdioll Celltcr alld speed thillgS lip 

considerably. 

Transportation "Wc kC'ep only seven 21/:!- t on 
trucks with each howitll.er battery. The threo sp:1l'('<; 
stay in llw Sel'viep ] b ttt~ry )'(~ad~' \0 rep1:1('(' d:II11:I ~l' tl 
onC's ill :llly howitzer bat tpry. Thi!' al,:() allow!' t \1(' 
mnilltellallcP scction to have vehi('les :l\'ailable rur 
(I.nOO-mile checks. When one is filli,;!wr! tlH'.V SCllc! 
it out to rcplace ~Ulother that is due for cheC'k. 

. Fire Direction Center "We nrt' usill~ two YI-lon 
trucks for the ('1' section of Hrariqu:1l'ters 1):lt \('l'Y· 
Ench has a tent and a fire direction group. \\'l1en 
we move the CP we selld out Olle tl'uck with tlw ~-;1. 
lIe takes over the opera tiol\ of the Fire Din'ctiol1 
Center when he gets set up, und thr. rear CP can 
then close clown nnclll1o,·c." 
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Pack Boards for Observers "\\' C' llSC' pad~ bO:1I'(I:;;"' 
for forward ubs('l'\'(~I'!' awl liaison par1ies, TilCY :11'(' 

n wOJlcieri'ul help ill hilly or ll10UIl tainous COli ntry.. 
8" 
'. when these> parties h[1\'c to Iran' their vrhiel0.s :1nd 
.J hoof it. Two for e>nch party adds lip to six IlC'1' how­
" 
<i" 
Z 

itzer battcry and six in 13:1ttalioil IJemlqu:trtrl's 
Battc'!'y." 

"' Ht'l'I:llll.(l1l:1l' fl':lIllP<; wit'll (,:1m':IO ('!'I!t,,!,," 

:':":1 1' Illay lit, la,:;ltl'li :tllll {'aITie,! :1s II p:ll'k, 
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to whicli ~lIpplit·~ 01' 

~('''' illll~ll'Hli"ll. 
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SECTION III 
MISCELLANEOUS 

----------------------_._ ­
.. .;. 

Booby Traps Seventh Army H("j)()rr, .'-'.i(·I/1/: ";\ 
Genmn Lllgl'l' pistol \\,;tS 'hooby (J'a.PI)(·d~tabll,. 
A ncw l'cpbecmcnt picked it. up. 'j\yO wore killed 
and fourLeen wounded in the resultillg e:~pl();-.:iott." 

* First Dim:Rion RC7JOri,TzlIIisirr: 
tol was fOUllcl lying on thc grolllld. 

"1\ Ll!~l'l' pis­
:\n .\mel'icftn 

infalltl'Y lieutenant ('ftl'ei'ully tice! a IOll~ cord to it 
a.nd theil, getting into a hole, plllled it- to !ti:tl and 
put it ill !tis pocket. Latr~J' in the clay ",hil(, C' X;lUl ­

illing t!tc pistol he attempted tu relllove the' J11 U[ a­

",illc. The explosion killed the lieutenant [l 1lc! two 
otiler men and wOlillded six soldiers." 

* 
Timeliness of Orders Jlajor Kinney, Infantry, 
Sicily: "Our chief diff1culty throu!!:hO\lt tile ('ftm­
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paign was the bek of tillw i!:in':l1 fur thc ('xeeutioll of 
01'( kr~. Frequcn tly \H' r('('ci H'd opc'ra tio]]s orders 
whi('h did Ilot allO\y ('nough t.ime for propel' prepara­
tiuII :tnd exceulioll. At i-iAX fHATELLO. wc received 
all order after 11 P;vf to atkwk ut G A:VI the next 
1l10J'llillg. The battalions were ill nssemblyareas 
some fi \-e or six miles from the . line of departure. 
The tel'1'ain o\'er whieh they had to move to get ill 
po:,:,itioll ill the dark was the roughest. most rugged 
IllOUllt:1ill COUll try you could imagine, al1l1 all the 
:l1lllllllllition. WC[1POI1S. alld supplies 'had to be taken 
hy lwnrl alld b? Ill Ule pac'].;:. ,\lthough it might seClll 

tkn from 11 E\J to n..:Dr was sufiieient. time. the' 
aetna] ('ollditiOl1S \\'('1'(' su('h that it was kss tllnJ) 11:.11f 
l·llough. bl'('n 11."'(' of t ill' (('ITail!. d:lrl,IlC..,..,. alit! ll':lIlS­

]J(lrt difficlllties. ;\I~o. the' 1lH'11 hnd just complcted 
lIlaJ'ehe" OVe'J' ll10ulltaill trails of nine to fOllJ'tC('ll 
mile." :lilt! were )Jot fresh for the llew movemcnt.'" 

* 

Maps Seventh Army RCj)ort. Sicily: "Instill in all 
])CrSUllllcl all :lPPl'eC'iatioll of the- valuc of lllaps. The 
"Llpply of 1l1:IP~ ",illllt'\'cr be adequ[1te to the dcmaJld. 
Trailli1Jg in the carc {(1Ir! IJT·c8crvati.on of 'lila/)S i" as 
importall t a~ trailling in the carc and pl'escrvutioll of 
lll~ltl!ricl. 

AA Fire "It \\'[l , found l1ccc.::s:1ry to is::up. instrllc­
liol!S that ground troops. with the exception of 1\;\ 
UJlit ". would 1l0t fire at airplall (,s 1I1llelO's the plalJCS 
[: t1[(cked them 01' w('re close enough to be ic1cll tificcl 
ucyoild Q, j)()~."'ible dcubt." 

.... 1-~ 

Security 1st ])ivi.s1:on G-g Rcpu1't, 8i(";11/: "Inter­
rogatioll report of a captured GeI'lllall pilot includes 
the following: 'About the end of June, 1943, German 
air crews were shown a report ancl given J lecturc 011 

the tuetiC'[!.l and te('hllicnl details of the P-47 Thul1­
derbolt, alleged t.o be based upon the statements 
made by a capt.ured ·U. S. Army Ail' Force captain.' " 

COMMENT: The moral of this story is obvious. 
Hammer home the necessity for saying abso­
lutely nothing but, "My name is ...... ; my 
rank is ... ... .. ; my serial number is . . ..... " 

* 

Strafing Aircraft Fifth Arm?! Rrport, Snlrn;o: 
"J)Ul'illg lalldillg opcratiulls at. ~ALEHN"O, mallY 1J\('1ll­

bel'S of the -th Divisiun would stalld up to fin' their 
rifles, carbines. alld evell pistol:: at ~tJ'::dillg :lIlci bOlllb­
illg Germall aircraft. This resulted in mUllY UlllH'C'­
es."nry casunltir.s." 

COMMENT: Personnel not assigned to · a defi ­
nite AA mission should disperse and take cover, 
firing their individual weapons from such cover at 
attacking aircraft only, and even then only when 
these come within the effective ranges of their 
weapons. 

* 
"Gas!" Colonel llL E. Barker, Chr.'/I1icnl Warfnrc 
Scrvue, Salerno : "On t.he third day of the operation 
we had u. big gas scnre. A German airplane came in 
and released two or three raclio-colltrollecl bomb~. 
which g'ave off considerable .,moke whell l'ek:l.::cd and 
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while on the way down. Several men on the beaches 
sm\' this smoke and concluded that an air gas attack 
was being started. At the same time some vehicles 
climbing the sand dUlles from the beach to the cle­
waterproofing area had become so hot that their 
gas-indicator paint. tllrnrd red. The two incidents 
together convinced everybody Oil the beach that a 
gus attack was being launched. By this time, of 
course, there WCl'e plenty of battlefield smells, in­
cluding that al\Yays-pre~(,l1t smell of rotting allimaL 
and human flesh. The gas abrm ran up and down 
the beaches a.nd the roads inland. 

"There was no pallic. Everybody simply put 
on his gas ma~k and canipe! on. The MP's stopped 
all ])('l'sollllcl going into the arca. who didll't have 
gas Illasks. Those illdividual:; 'who had 'misplaced' 
th eir gas 'flu/SIts 'Were really troubled lor a 1chile. 
Both Colonel Guild ancI I investiga ted and then gave 
the 'all cIc'ar' signal. I think 'We would 1/f1.ve carried 
on in ex((ctly tllr somr way 1V1~( h(mt 1II'llch loss 01 
time or efJicicllcyil gas had act'lIally uce-n present." 

* 

Counterattack Foiled Lieutenant Colonel Taylor, . 
In/auiry, floly: "We had just relieved the -th ~ 
Infantry after it had had numerous cas1\alties from 
an enemy tank attack agaillst our bcachhead at 
SALEn~o. We were occupying a defensive, wired-in 
positioll. The Gcnn~uls coullt.crattackcd with tanks, 
but because we were ocwpyi'l/(J a different position 
from that used by the ]Jl'ecedi?I(J Uldt the cllcmy first 

~..~ ->." 

started across our front, apparently believing that 
we were in the old position. So it was duck SOllp. 

\Ve knocked out eight, tanks with our 37's, 57's, TD's, 
allel tallks." 

* 

Room for Improvement The following comments, 
indicatillg weakllesses which lllust be corrected. were 
made by the CommoHr.lillg Gen eral. -th D·ivision., 
Italy: "Sollll'till1es units failed to dispose them­
selves propedy for all-around c1("fell ~ (> when hnlt ('d on 
an objcct.i\'c or whell placed in a position for c1drllsc . 

"ItI the attack. riflemen frequen tly fnil r'd to pro­
vide fire that would COV('1' thE' movement ()f ad jnrcnt 
units. mel'cl~' l)t'('[lus(' they \\'C'l'(' not nllk to ' pill­
point' dt'fillih'ly thl' ltwaLiull of the' ('IH'llIY rilk and 
machine-gun elements filing: 011 our troops. 

"So111e small un it (,0l1l111:1I)(lers sekct (.c\ posi tiOllS 
apparently \\'ith cover and cOl1ccalt:ll'l1t as tll(' p1'i­

. 111[1)'), objective rat\1C'1' than ]>() ~ i1i(): \s frul1l whirh 
cfl:'( ,~· t ive fil 'l' could be brought to l)('ar U.Il the ('III'my. 

"Dlle to the enorll1OU;; cli\"isiol1 fro'ltngl~ in the 
seconci phase of t.he In.ndillg at SALEUX O SnJll r C(JII / ­

mandcl'S at.tD'IIIpted to st retch th r.ir 1wils rl·c(· .....~iue l!J, 

alld as (l result permitted faulty disj)() sitiol/.s." 
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SECTION I 

~ 
~ NOTES ON THE NIPS,j, 
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~ 
Japanese Pillboxes Lhndr7 /(JlIt CoZo})C'l i1fcCor­~ 

~ 'IIIick, Field ,lrliUcJ'lJ, IYew (r'cClJ'llia: ., rll lIlost case::; 
~ "" pillbox('s were built. in two decks to permit the occu­
(;;: 

::::.. pants 1',0 drop through a tl'flP dool' during heavy
..:; shelling. They \,·lore used for heavy-weapons firi ng 

find hfld COllllllunication trenehes which cOlH'cn!eu 
light lIla.chino gUlls protecting: the pillboxes ..\11 were 
mu tually supportillg auu very well eOll(:l'~llcd," 

* 
Superman Myth Exploded Operations Report', 4.'3d 
Div'ision, ,V C7l.' Gcol'rria: "Om troops here callle to 
reg:.ll'd the i:illpeI'l1l<l1l stories about the Japnnese as 

l'irl .iC'1l1011S. The .lap is tricky but not so tricky flS 
many havo been led to believe. He i.,; not nearly so 
illgC'lliollS or ~vlap t nbJc as the avcrap:e American. find 
the truth of the matter is he's nfrnici of us. of our 
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artillery, and of om sen and air power. Our troops 
mu~t. learn this and neVE'r forget. it. 

Jap Trap "We soon learned that the Japanese per­
mitted small leadillg elements of the column to 
proceed past their effectively camouflaged fortifica­
tiOIlS and would not open fire until our main body 
came alollg:" 

Defensive Action Operation Report, 4Sd Division, 
11/'1ll/dellslomi: "Om f-il'.';t contact with the enemy 
was 1l1:\I.le lJy patrols, whieh cncountered slllall gruups 
of .Taps equipped with automatic weapuns. Theil' 
resistallce consisted of a tluid delayillg action llllll, 

dmilll!: the eal"1y phases. cOlllrlnot be effectively fixed. 
After n. shorL skirmish the Japs would withdraw 'iC V­

('ral hUIlt/n'd yardi-i and n'-establish their tl'lllpOr:ll'y 
defense. The denseness of the jungle made such a 
defense quite effective in delaying our progress." 

* 
Vine Entanglements Colonel Liversedye, U. S. 
11larille Corps.. 1\' ('1 0 Geo)'uia: "The Japnnese used 
n. prickly native ville for entanglements. The vineR 
were interwoven and u~ed to protect defensive posi­
tions in lieu of bnrbecl ,,·ire. Hesults were effective 
and impeded attack. VineR had to be cut before 
progress could be lllade. 

"OU7' OWlI troops should be i11str'llcted in the use 
of these viues a~ n menlls of improvisation when wire 
is not available." 
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SECTION V 

HINTS ON Tt-IE HEINIE 


Reverse Slope Tactics 8('('ollr/ J,iclI{:(':nlllll: 8. W. 
JIll/kill, Illjailiry. IJ/n /o()11 L('od('r, ,'-li"ily: "l!:lll ~ IIIY 
maehillc guns, morlnrs, nlld al!tl)l~ rifil's Wl'n' 

located 011 the reV('I'SC sidl~ of the II ills ::;0 as (.0 catch 
our nd"an('il1~ illfantry n" tlley CHI\I(' oyer tbe sky­

line." 

* 

Don't Gawk! Pri'/:(I.te GC01'!7C Scot!. Infant ry. 
Sicily.' "Sevcral times Germnu pIa 11(' '' pn't cllck cl 
t.hat. they were involved in n. do~-fll!h t \ 0 SC<'l! n' th e' 
HI t('n\.1011 of the ground troops. Theil they s"'oopc(\ 

down ill a strafing run." 

* 

Traps . and Mines Private fi"in;i Clas.) FdlNml 

Bo'/'ye,z, inj(l'/ll1-y .. Sicn?!..:. "The ('110m:' abandonecl 
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hi~ t.'lllks with motor rUlllling, When we tried to st~p 
the lllotors they blew up, 

"Thc GCl'Jn'1n~ would ]Jut .'l mine in a road with 
:lllothcr mine a ;:;uHicicll t depth ullder it so that it 
w()ldd lIot bc seclI if the top millC' were removed, 
For:1 \\'hile oUt' sappcrs did not run the minc detector 
on'l' the are:1 agaill \\'h( ~ re the fir:-t mille harl heen 
fuund, But {\ftcr thr dirt bccame packed dOWll suf­
ij('il~lttly by trafIie, the -"C'colld JlJille would go of1'." 

* 
Minor T~ctics Slnj] S(,l'fjcclizis Hichard E, Dclaud 
IIlIrI HtJlJl1'1 .!, f{( '/JI' ji, fll/antry, Sicily: "Kevel'lrt 
all :IPP:\l'Clltly IUlll' !ll[\chiIlC gUll ~ 1I('k ,YOI\ into a trQP, 
Thl' (;('I 'lll:11I:-: will 1J."ll:t1I,Y !lot fire 011 the illrlividll:tl 

IJII I ",ill \\'aiL \\'aleiJ wl1 l'l' t' be goes, [tlld gd a witole 
flock, 

"C;CI'1ll<l1l8 alway;:; :lppl'onch their positiollf; from 
the end :llld Illld('!' ('0\'('1' so as ]l()t to )!ive thelll awny, 

" Ill the' ('OIIIl(('J':ltt:lC'k the Jc'I'I'Y m.'1chille gUll is 
alw:l~'~ well fOl'\\'nnl. Ccrl11.'11l \V('apons nrc faster 
but :1re less aCClll'ate than oms; they se::lrc you lllore 
th:lll ;] 11 '.\' ltmt ,\'Utl, TlI e GerllJali SlJllJ11 Jllortal' is 
1h\" '.\'lJr~ t goa t-gr:liJUcl'; it gives you 110 notice whell 
it is COIning ill, 

"( ;(' i'!n:lll:-< u:-:r bi lks to lllnllCll\'C'\, and firC' from 
a tii:-: l:t ltcc in attack. Whell thp go jlt~ ~ct s hot th('~' 
JlIJlI lh(~ tallk:-< ill alld, after :1 minute, hring thClll out 
agui II," 
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Typical Attack and Withdrawal l,iclltCliollt (.'010­

lid P. l-f, 1J cr/;"ins, Tallk }:Jailof/on Com mon der. 
Itoiy: "The st.anc1anl C;('rm:lll attack herc r.ollsi st s 
of three or fom tanks ill line in the lc~ad, Tbc·yarc 
foll()\\'('d by ini'{ll1 t ry in tl'lleks at four to fin' hlllldrcd 
~':ll'ds , The rest of thC' tanks follow the infan t ry, 
\\"!t011 fil'l~ is d:-n\\,11 thC' illfantr~· dismounts, The 
leadillg tanks mill about, fiJ'(~ . and wit hdra\\'. We 
11:1\'C' llr.VC'r sC'cllthc rcser\'(' l:lnk:- COIll Illi l Led, 

"In their withdrn\\'a]:;: the CCrlll<1IlS llSC tallk~ to 
good .'ldvantnge. They do lIOt hnvc to t'()1I1 c!ld \\'ith 
milJcs awl blowll hridges. Their t~lllks fire a fe\\' 
shots nnd witl!cll':lw. then mo\"(~ llP {lgain. firc n, few 
lllore shot.s :111(1 withdr:!\\', nlld so on," 

* 
RC:1I'guard Action T, i(, lI f( 'I/ () lI t (lnlont'f '1 'o.!/l()1', 111­
!rwl r y , B(f/.f.o/iul/ CO/JIII/(Wc/Cl' , It(/ Iy: "My eX}lC'ri­
eIIC(' h[ls heell that we first meet t\\U :lI'Illot'C'd \,(·ltielcs 
which opC'n firc for a few minll t('s \\ith everything 
til ('~' have 011 t he first Jllall of ()! Irs llH'Y see; the ~y 

t.hclJ withdraw rn}lidly down the mad , 
"2\ex1. we hit their oll t post. \':hi('h, T estimate , 

consists of about two squads, This ulllpu,-L 1>1'0­

teeting the' road, bas groups on the sidcs of the moull­
tains on the flanks, It takc's foul' io six hour:,; to 
(lI'i\'(~ this outpost ill due to it:.: fill(' oiJservation oyer 
lIS and tIle ciif1iCllltics of In:ll1euv('r," 

COMMENT: It should he rem.ernhered that this 
is the e>:perience of one hattc.lion com.m.ander in 
one theater. 
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