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INTRODUCTION 

, The purpose of "Combal Lessons" is to give to O)ll' 

officers and enlisted men the benefit of the battle experi. 
ences of others. To be of maximum benefit these lessons 
must be disseminated without delay. They do not neces­
sarily represent the carefully considered views of the War 
Department; they do, however, reflect the actual experi­
ences of combat and, therefore, merit careful reading. For 
this reason, also, no single issue can cover many of the 
phases of combat; lessons will be drawn from the reports as 
they are received from the theaters of operation and 
quickly disseminated so that others may apply them. The 
suggestions which arc made or implied are not intended to 
change the tactical doctrine by which our Army has been 
trained but rather to elaborate thereon. Much of the 
subject matter has been covered in training literature, but 

the comments show that shortcomings continue to mani­
fest themselves on the battlefield. 

The paramount combat lesson learned from every 
operation is the vital importance of leadership. Our equip­
ment, our supply, and, above all, our men, arc splendid. 
Aggressive and determined leadership is the priceless factor 
which inspires a command and upon which all success in 
battle depends. It is responsible for success or failure. 

Chief of Staff. 
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SECTION I 

LEADERSHIP 

Leadership is, and will always be, one of the most 
important bctors in influencing battle. Much has ap­
peared in previous issues on this subject, but reports from 
the field still show that leadership is a subject on which 
too mueh cannot be said. 

Leadership is not a quality that pertains to officers 
alone. In countless cases, the private soldier has jumped 
fonyard to take charge of a critical situation when his 
appointed leaders have become casualties. Take the case 
of Private First Class John C. Squires, an infantry platoon 
runner in ITALY, who was awarded the Medal of Honor 
and subsequently promoted to the grade of sergeant for the 
action described below. 

Aggressive Action "On the night of his company's attack 
on strongly held enemy positions in and around SPACCAS­
ASSI CREEK, ncar PADIGLIONE, ITALY, Private Squires par­
ticipated in his first offensive action. As platoon runner, 
he braved intense artillelY, mortar, and antitank gunfire in 
order to investigate the effects of an antitank mine explo­
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sion on the leading platoon. Despite shells which burst 
close to him, Squires made his way 50 yards forward to 
the ad\'ancc clement, noted the situation, reconnoitered a 
new route of advance, and informed his platoon leader of 
the casualties sustained and the alternate route. Acting 
without orders, he rounded up .,tragglers, organized a group. 
of lost men into a s'luad, and led thcm forward . 

"\\'hen the platoon reached Sl'ACCASASSI CREEK and 
established an outpost, Squires, knowing that abnost all of 
the nonco!llllli.,sio!ll'd (,Hicers were casualties, placed eight 
men in position on hi, O\m volition, disregarding enemy 
machine-gun, Illachine-pistol , and grenade fire which cov­
ered the creck draw. When his platoon had heen reduced 
to 1 · ~ men, he twice hrou~ht up reinforcement,. On each 
trip he went throllgh h:lrbl:d \virc and aeros, an ('nemy 
millcfield under intense artiller~' and mortar lire. Three 
times in the early morning the outpost was counterattacked. 
Each timl' Squires ignored withering enelllY automatic fire 
and grenades which struck all around him and fired hun­
dreds of round, of riflL' and BAR ammunition at the enemy, 
inflicting nUlllerous casualties and materially aiding' in 
repulsing the attacks. 

"Following these fights, he moved 50 yards to the 
south end of the outpost and engaged 21 Gerrnnn soldiers 
in individual Il1nchille-gun duel, at point-blank range, forc­
ing all 21 enemy to surrender and capturing 13 Spandau 
gum. After CJuestioning a German officer prisoner to IC:J.rn 
how the Spandau gun funetioncc;, he placed the captured 
guns in position and instructed other members of his platoon 
in their operation. The IH'Xt night, when the Germam 
attacked the outpost again, he killed three Germans and 
wounded more with captured 'potato-masher' grenades 
:md fire from his Spandau gun." 

LEADERSHIP 3 

Determined and rational action by any individual may 
be the sjJark necessary to kindle in others the flame of 
resolution which turns defeat into victory. 

-{::[ -{::[ -{::[ 

Quick Thinking The following incident reported by 
Colollel G. B. Devore from ITALY shows how CJuick think­
ing pays dividends: "The executive officer of a tank de­
stroyer company in position south of RO:lm spotted a group 
of enemy foot soldiers making their way under cover to­
ward his CP, which was ncar the front line. He immedi­
ately organized 9 of the 11 men at the CP into a patrol to 
surround the enemy group, which he estinuted to be about 
12 men. On advancing, he soon realized that in ,l(JcJition 
to those he had detected there was a large number of GLT­
mans in a nearby gulch. Seeing that he was hopelessly 
outnumbered in men and fire power, he changed his plans 
and decided to dispose his nine men in positions around 
the entire group and to have them open fire simultaneously 
at his command. The initial volley killed two Germ:ms, 
wounded several others, and created a misleading im­
pression of strength. As a result, 138 well-armed German 
soldiers and three officers, confused by the flanking fire and 
iJre on their rear, surrel1lJereu to nine men anneLi with only 
seven M 1 rifles and one carbine." 

-{::[ -{::[* 

Confident Tone of Voice The Commanding Officer of the 
1 st AIarine Division H oSjJital, in !l statement to Lieutenant 
Cvlonel Arthur C. King, AIedical C01'PS, during the early 
days on GUADALC,\NAL stressed an ' important feature of ef­
fective leadership as follows: "Our officers arc p:uticuJarly 

ti:!S-Il1 0 _ - -l:; .. ---~ 
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careful to give no orders, or to say anything, except in 
calm, measured, and quiet tones. It takes tremendous self­
control, and we not only pride ourselves on it, but also 
require it. It helps the officer to control his own sense 
of excitement or panic in times of stre~s, and it gives the 
men confidence and keeps them calm." That this was put 
into dTeet in his organization and by hirn.,d[ under the 
mo.,t tryin~ circumstances was observed repeatedly by Col­
onel.King, who stated that the manner in which the offi­
cers and men of the hospital functioned under aerial bom­
bardment and shelling by the Jap Navy's heaviest gum 
proved the value of this training. The eflect was ob­
served' to be ill marked contrast to the psychological effect 
all listeners of the hysterical "--- ---- it, get your 
head down," or "Put that fool light out," heard commonly 
fro:n many younger officers, \\'hose terrific tension was at 
once transmitted to all li,teners by their tone of voice. 

1:{ *: * 
,...---------Moral Supporl---------, 

"Some men become very ncrvous in combat; I 
found tha t if the NCO circulates around and talks to 
his men, it brings them out of that condition."-Tech­
llical Ser'!.ralll Armor. 20th [1I1(l1i/IT DiviJioll. Prol/r.r. 

*: "1>: * 
Gallantry Staff Sergeant Jessie R. Drou,;ley .. leader of an 
infantry squad on BOUGAlNVILLE, whose mission during an 
attack was to relllain under cover as a reserve for 'Issault­
ing echelons, saw three members of the assault company 

LEADERSHIP 

Infantry and Tanks Mop Up on Bougainville. 

fall badly wounded. When illtell$e hostile fire prevented 
aid from reaching the c:llmalties, he fearles~ly rushetl for­
ward to carry the wounded to cover. After rescuing two 
men, Sergeant Drowley discovered an enemy pillbox, un­
detected by assaulting tanks, that WilS inflicting heavy 
casualties upon the attacking force and was the chief ob­
stacle to the success of the advance. 

Delegating the rescue of the third m::m to an assistant, 
hc ran across open terrain to one of the tanks. Signaling 
to the crew, he climbed to the turret, exchanged his wea­
pon for a submachine gun, and voluntarily rocle the deck 
of the tank, directing it toward the pillbox by tracer fire. 
The tank, con.-tantly under hea\'y enemy fire, advanced to 
within 20 feet of the pillbox, where Sergeant Drowlcy 
received a severe bullet wound in the chest. Refusing to 
return for medical treatment he remained on the tank and 
continued to direct its progress until the enemy po~ition was 
definitely located by the crew. 
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At this point he again was wounded by small-arms 
fire, lo~ing his left eye and falling to the ground. I-Ie 
reillained alon!;side the tank until the pillbox had been 
coilipletely d{'molished and another, directly behind the 
first, destroyed. Sergeant Drowley, his voluntary mission 
successf\llly accOlllpli.,;jlCd, returned alone [or medical trcal­
111('1It. For this action he was awarded the Medal of 
IloiloI'. 

* * '* 
High Standards Pay Off The good leader strives to keep 

even under the most 
trying conditions and 
requires the same of 

in the long run it pays 
dividends in maillte­

himself presentable 

nance of equipment, health of the men, and esprit of the 
command. Colonel L. S. Griffin.!!-, Field Al'til1ery.. ob­
served of the men of the Fi/11z Army before CASSINO, 

hALY: "Personal appearance of the men and officers was 
superior. Daily shaves, washing of the hands and face, 
washing of clothes, and care o[ weapons and equipment 
were emphasized. Saluting at the front was the best I've 
seen anywhere. I never saw a dopey-looking comb~lt 

soldier. This is a lesson to us-'The alert survive'." 

"* '* '* 

A tank battalion commander, 1st Armored Division, 

hALY: ":VIy officers and men were required to sbave daily 
and to take every opportunity to bathe and wash their 

LEADERSHIP 

clothes. The officers set 'the example, and the men readily 
followed. This habit of personal cleanliness acted as an 
incentive to the men to keep their equipment clean as 
well. The sum total was an increas(:d pride in their outfit 
and, when the chips were down, greater combat eil1-ciency." 

'* * '* 

Good leadership Develops Discipline A Battalion Com­
mander of tlte 22nd Infantry fighting in FRAII:CE, giving 
his views on the necessity for emphasis on discipline during 
training, stated: "Many casualties were incurred among 
officers and i\"CO's in some of my companies, because they 
literally had to lead the men by the h:md to insure accom~.. 
plishmcnt of their mission. However, the companies whose 
cOll1ll1:mdcrs had reCJuired a high standard of discipline 
sufTered fewer casualties and were able to move faster 
in the attack than those in which discipline was lax." 

While we speak of the importance of leadership 
in battle we must not forget that it is also important 
during the training periods prior to combat. It is dur­
ing these periods that the diScipline which must be 
present on the battlefield is developed. The degree of 
diSCipline attained is in direct proportion io the leader­
ship of the commander. 

'* * '* 

Energy and Drive An infantry comjJany commander in 
discussing a night attack of his company in FRANCE stated: 
"The lieutenant who commanded my left platoon, the 
sergeant who commanded my right platoon, and I had to 
expose ourselves continuously to get the new men moving. 
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\\'e had to rush one group of six or eight men to the new 
loc:ttion, t1l(,11 run back to move the next group, and so on." 

Commanders of small units must keep continuously 
in mind that in offensive operations the advances of 
battalions and larger units are nothing but the sum 
of the coordinated advances of their squads. If the 
squads do not advance, the platoon, company, and 
battalion do not advance. Energy and drive in the 
leadership of small units are therefore essential to suc­
cess in offensive operations. Small units must be kept 
moving. halting to fire only long enough to make pos­
sible a continuation of their own forward movement. 
Junior officers and NCO's are the ones who must start 
the ball and keep it rolling. 

)~. . -A' * 
LEADERSHIP 

IN 
SMALL UNITS 

Intelligent lcaderslzijJ by men who know 
their jobs and hall(.' the drive and coura,Re 
to carr)' alit missiol1s assigned to them is 
the ke'y to successful small-unit ojJeratiolls. 

To lead his platoon in the capture of a German pillbox 
was the mission assigned a technical ~ergcant in Company 
E, 109th Infantry. How he brought to his job intelligence, 
drive, and courage is the story told here. 

"Our under,;trength company was held up on a hin 
just inside the German border by German mortar and MG 
fire. A German machine gun on our left flank was cov­
ering the draw in front of tIS. There were also Germans 
up the road to our front in a pillbox from which they were 
apP;1rcntly directing mortar and artillery fire. Our acting 
eompany commander ordered my platoon of about 12 men, 
assistrd by a tank, to t:tke and hold this pillbox. 

LEADERSHIP 

"I looked over the map and the terrain :md saw that 
there was a fire trench directly behind the pillbox. I got 
my men together after dark and withdrew to where we were 
to meet the tank. The tank commander and I made our 
plans together, and I carefully oriented my men. 

ClyVe moved out at 1030 the next morning, following 
the tank down the road. The tank fired at the pillbox 
every once ill a while until we reached the area where the 
tank had to stop. I told the tank commander, 'Keep 
firing until we get so close that you have to stop.' I then 
started one of my squads toward the pillbox, ahout 350 
yards away. They ran into some barbed wire, which they 
started to cut; but as I figured we couldn't waste time ..• 
cutting wire, I found a way around it and led the ~q\lad 
forward. vVe had been recciving ollly lIlort;1r nrc, b\lt 
now we ran into NrG fire, which caused SOlllC of my men 
to stop following me. Sergeant Moulding got the m;1n 
with the BAR and three riflemen to keep moving toward 
the pillbox. I yelled back to them, 'Keep coming! These 
Heinies can't hit us.' Another sergeant and three of his 
men kept coming, but we were down to nine men now. 

"About the time I got to the pillbox the tank cut 
loose again. It threw a little dirt on me, and I prayed 
it would be his last round. My men were still coming up, 
one of them carrying 10 Ibs. of TNT. While I waited for 
them I tossed a couple of hand grenades at the back door 
just to keep the Germans in until I got some help. '\ \, l ; '~ n 

they arrived one sergeant and two men covered the fire 
trench in the rear while OUl' demolition men placed the 
TNT by the door of the box, but it failed to go ofT. The 
rest of our company had advanced to within 200 yards, 
so I got two more IO-lb. charges from them. The second 
one also failed to go off. We finally got the third ch;1rge 
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in and at last she blew. It didn't even buther the box, 
but I guess it jarred the Heinies. I left two men to guard 
the box in case they C1I1le out and with the rest of the 
men pushed on to the fire trench. It was cmpty and so 
W:1S a Heinie slc-eping quarters into which we threw a 
couple of grenades through an open cloor. About that 
time I heard a slIot from the pillbox :1Ilt! ran bac;k to Sl'C 

what W;)s happening. Twenty-one Cermans, including a 
captain and two lieuteIlants, were marchi!lg out with their 
hands OVCl" tllL'ir hrads. One hac! tried to make a run for 
it but got himself a cuuple of ~Iugs from an :M1 rine. The 
rcst fip;urcc! it W:1S tillle to quit. 

"Artcr searching the prisoncrs, I figured wC had beW'r 
take a look illsid(' tllc pillhox. I took one of the prisoner.s 
:Illd il1:I(!e llilll .,t:ll't 1I10vilig stllfr in ca,(~ there were allY 

hooby tl':lpS. but fortunately we round nonc. I sent the 
prisoners back with thrce of Ill)" lllC\l and set lip a ddellSe 
with the rest ".iho had collle up by this tillle. There were 
only nine of W', but it was all that could be spared until 
morning when tlIey sent us sOIlle help. \V c held the posi­
tion for scveral clays before we withdrcw to reorganize." 

The sergeant knew his job. He planned his. attack 
after careful reconnaissance and consultation with his 
tank commander and then arranged for the demoli­
tions he knew he would need. He set an example by 
leading the attack himself. His initiative in solVing the 
problems which confronted him as the attack pro­
gressed, and in reorganizing and setting up the defense 
of his position, clinched the success of the operation 
he had so carefully planned. 

SECTION II 


NOTES ON ATTACKING 

Attacl< Before pawn In/llntry R egimelltlll Commalldo, 
FRA:'-lCE: "The Em'he cloes not like night fighting. We 
have caught him ofT guard several tillles by bunching our 
uttack 30 minutes ur so before dawn. In one instance wc 
captured by such an attack a German position which I 
believe we could not possibly havc taken had we wailed 
until dawn. Of course, thc most c:Heful (bylight recon­
naissancl~ lllllst he lIlade prior to :1ll :1ttack in d:1I'klll''',.'' 

i-r -{:{*
Attack Before Dark Lieutenant Cololld H. W. S~t;Cctillf;, 

Tank Rattalion Commander, !TALY: "During thc day :1. 

scries of tank-infantry att:1cks was made ;1gainst a German 
position in the vicinity of CASSJ;-.JO. The altilcks werc 
strong and so was the resistance. By noon the troops werc 
stopped in their tracks. An attack was then planned to 
take placc about 101 houn; before clark. This attack was 
carried out <IS scheduled. Thc objcctive was seizcd 
promptly, with few casualties, and a number of prisoners 

"~S·ll1 ' ---~:;--<: J1 
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were taken. Three such successful operations at CASSINO, 

and one in a previous action last fall, all had identical 
timing and were conducted under very similar circum­
stances. In each case the Germans secmed to be caught 
by surprise evcn in one instancc where the samc plan was 
run off twicc in a row." 

The time selected for an attack is influenced to a 
certain extent by the direction of the attack. Particu­
larly for an attack involving tanks the sun should be 
behind the attacking troops, as· it blinds the enemy 
gunners and increases the chances for success. 

When success is achieved at dusk immediate steps 
must be taken to defend the objective against counter­
attacks and to prOVide protection against enemy artil­
lery and mortars, which probably are already regis­
tored on the position. 

)':{-A' * Keep Close to Our Artillery The 	infantry soldier should 
be trained to advance 
as close as possible to 
his own artillery fire 
during an a t t a c k. 
The German w i I I 
usually stick to his fox­
hole during an artil­
ler), preparation, then 
resume his gun posi­
tion when the firc has 

lifted. If the infantry soldier isn't ncar enough to close 
with the enemy before hc can get back into position, most· 
of the valuc of the prcparation is lost. 

NORMAL OPERATIONS 

Lieutenant Jack B. Fosdick, 4th 	 Infantry Divisio1l, 
FRANCE, statcs: "Our troops should be able to advance 
closely bchind our own artillcry fire, During thc innsion 
of NORMANDY my men had to follow within 50 to 75 yards 
of our own fircs in order to attack thc Gcrmans in their 
.prepared positions without exce~sivc casualtics." 

'* '* '* 
Lieutenant Colonel Higgins, Infantry Battalion Com­
mander, NORMANDY: "\Ve Ill.Ust tcach our soldicrs to re­
member that when they follow thc artillery barr::lgcs and 
air strikes closely they evcntually suffer fewer casualties 
even though an occasional short may fall on thcm." 

'* * * 
Delay Means More CasuCllties '1'1", 8f/lit ()h ,i.l·ioll 
Artifft:T,y reports from h ',\LY: "As usual we fOlllld that if 
the infantry followed close unun the artillery preparation 
thc advance wcnt well. \Vhenever there was any deby 
in their advance, however, they invariably were held up 
by enemy firc and suffered much heavicr losses." 

Experience in all theaters has shown that, where 
the enemy is putting up a determined defense, infantry 
will take fewer casualties by following closely behind 
our own artillery and air strikes and by moving forward 
promptly when the artillery lifts. 

'* * * 
The Bazooka Works Again Staff Sergeant Joe Daniels, 
29th Infantry Division, FRANCE: "Take care of your 
bazookas, for they do come in handy. I know from ex­
pcrience. On the third day of our first battle, a m~chinc 
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gun was firing from a building, holding up a platoon. r 
.. 	 called for a bazooka and fired into the building. The 

fire ceased and the platoon was able to advallce. I know 
thc bazo0ka is hard to carry with ammunition and all. 
nut there is always a time when you will need it, and it 
does the "'0rk." 

* * * 
Using Artillery the Right Way Ill/alilry Com/JaIl), Com­

mander, FRANCE: "Soon aftel' r was made company com­
mander r got a chance to play with the Germans the way 
I wanted to. The mission of my company was to capture 
Hill i60, which was strongly held by Germans in prepared 
POSItiOns. \Ve were given enough time for adequate 
artillery preparation. 

"First I called for a concentration on Hill 760. There 
was quite a pa LlSe after th~~t. Then I called for another 
concentration on the same area, but this time I arranged 
for the 81 's to start firing about 2 minutes after the con­
centration lifted. The 81's caught the Germans just com­
ing out of their shelters, and \l"e could tell by the screams 
that we had got a 10t of them. 

"::VI)' object was to work on thc Germans until r could 
count on their staying in thcir sheltcrs for at lcast .'i minutes 
after a conccntrati0n. So I kept mixing up the [lre. 
SOllietillle, I would throw in Illy 60's to hit an arca whcre; 
I figured they were taking cover from the heavier stuff. 
Several time~ this drove Germans out into the open where 
we could shoot thelll clown with rifles or BAR's. 

"Finaliy I had worked them o\'Cr long enough to be 
prett:' sure that they w0ulon't poke their heads out of their 
shdtc!', for .') to 10 minutes after ::t concentration h~lcl 

lifted. I gave ordcrs to my leading platoon to move for­

:"l'OR~!AL . OPERATIONS 

Mortar Position on the Front Line in France. 

ward as far as possible un~lcr the next concentration :md 
to charge IIill 7GO as ~OOl\ as the concentratioll stopped. 
Then I called for another concentration on Hill i60. 

"The concentration came clown and lIly lending pla­
toon movcd forward. When the concentration liftcd they 
charged; they caught 14 Germans just coming out of their 
shelters and took them prisonn:; in about 30 seconcls. Wc 
captured our objectivc with almost no casualties. 

"\\'e dug in right away and beat ofT scveral Gcrman 
counterattacks during the rest of the day." 
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The company commander was fortunate in this 
case in being able to control the timing of the artillery 
fire, probably as the resuit of prior planning and co: 
ordination. Such a flexible employment of artillery 
will not always be possible on call. For this reason 
plans should if possible be made well in advance to 
insure the proper coordination of artillery and mortar 
fires to achieve the dasired result. A schedule of fires 
should be worked out with the artillery and coordinated 
with the mortars so that all preparatory fires will be 
completed in time for the attack to jump off on schedule. 

* *
* 

Don't Freeze Under Fire Fir.rt Liclltr.II(l1If Short. Plainoll 

!.I'ariN. YIlt /Ji IJ i,io/l. ]o'1(,\Nl:l ':: "0111: of tIll' fal ;d lIlisLlkes 
11\; \dl' hy illl';\lItry n ' l'hl'l'IIIl ' llls is 1(1 hil i11l' groulld ; 111d 

freL'ze when fired upon. In one instance, I had ordered 
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a squad to advance from one poqtJOn to another. Dur­
ing the movement, one man was shot by a sniper who 
fired only one round. The entire ,quad hit the ground 
.lnd froze. Consequently, they were picked aIr, one by one. 

"However, to increase their chances of slIrviv;1l ,vize/! 
wounded by sniper firc and unable to move, men should be 
taught to play 'dead.' If they move, the sniper is likely 
to firc again." 

Whan fired on by a sniper the squad leader should 
detail part of a squad to dispose of him, provided that 
such action does not interfere with the mission of the 
squad. If this is the casa the squad leader should 
report the sniper's location so the outfit following cCl}l 
take care of him. 

Keep Driving -------. 

"Success in an ellgagelll(:nt of the 2d Armored 

DiuiJ;on in FRA!'o1CE was achieved chidl), because' 
units wcre ordcred not to stop but to keep driving 
regardless of losses or re,istanec encountered. \Vhen 
the leading tank drew thc firc of any enemy 
weapon, the other tanks deploycd and pushed on 
through, overrunning and knocking out enemy resist­
ance on the move. In 1I10,t cases the Germans would 
fire a few rounds and eithcr move out or surrcnder. 
We are definitely convinced that by such aggressive­
ness we incurred fewer losses in both men anel equip­
ment than if we had stopped nnd attempted to 
maneuvcr, giving thc Germans time to bring dm...n 
firc from artillery and oth er weapons."-Co1llma71d­
illg General) 2d Al1nored Division. 

_I 
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The Old Story-Bunching The principle of dispersion 
which is emphasized 
in training is not al­
ways being properly 
carried outin thdield, 
according to combat 
reports. Here arc a 
few typical comments 
se lected from reports 
from FRANCE: 

a. "In spite of all 
the emphasis placed 
on dispersion men arc 

still bunching. This r('sult~ in needlessly heavy casualties. 
On one occ;),ion one artillery shell caused seven casualties 
hefol'e the unit reached the line of dcparLul'l·. !vlo,o.;t of these 
ca~t1a!tic ;; wcre new men entering combat for the first time." 

b. "Thl're is entirely too much bunching of troops. 
\Vlwn in danger, t1i:.-re is a tendency to gather together. 
Actually this increases the danger, so the tendency to 
'bunch up' must be rcsistL'd." 

c. "There is always a tendency to bunch up under 
fire. Jerry will fire mortar on two or more men in a group, 
and his mortar is very aCCllr;lte. So remember your basic 
trailling and keep spread out." 

d. "Avoid bunching. There is nothing Jerry likes 
better than to throw a Inortar shell into a bunch of men." 

i-: * * 
Consolidate Ouickly Staff S'·1'.!!,I'(1111 R('.-.: W. Ifllg[!in.r, 

First S/Jccial SCI'vicc Force, ITALY: "On one occasion, near 
~1T. DEFE:-i5IA, ITALY, while my outfit was attached to an 
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infantry divi,ion, I watched a group of solcIicn from that 
division capture a hill from the Germano.; without much 
difficulty. The:ie men sat down to rest a minute bdorc 
setting up elefen,ive po,;itions. \Vhilc thcy \ \ '( ' j"(' rc'till!~, 

the Germ<lflS regrouped themselves, cOlllltl'r:1 tt;1cked, ;1nd 
retook the hill. The U. S. troops then had to ~lttack :1 g~\in 
and secured tlw hill only after ;1ciciitional c;1su~dti l". This 
illllllCdi:ltc counterattack is a typical habit oi the Gcrlll~lIlS 
and one agn inst which all U. S. troops should be on guard." 

*Move forward to Safety *----------­
When the cnemy drops heavy mortar or artillery 

fir e on you tIll: so/cst j)10ce to ,[[0 is to:l'ald the tlll'm)'. 
This iJ substantia/cd by mall)' TejlM/s from /he field. 
}f"1"c arc fI few: 

"\Yhen artillery fall;;, close with the (,11C111Y troop,; 
to get out of Jerry's barragc."--TcclillicaZ SI'I!!,I 'lillt 

L('onard Walk er, In/alltry Plaluoll SCt".!.;L'onl. 29th 
Divisioll, Frallce. 

"One good lesson which I lenrned as squad 
leader is that when you're attacking anel the encmy 
throws mortar anel artillery all you, the best thing to 
cIo is lead your men forward ancI get dose to the 
elll'llIy. That is the safe,o.;( pla('(' (0 Iw. Then you 
can drive him out."-Sagl"al/ t William V ml, 1101ltell, 
In/fllltry Sq1lad L('adcr, 29th Division, France, 

"When moving for\v~Hd in the aLtack, we nor­
mally move farther than Jcrry's old positiOl!s, because 
the minute he knows you're in his olel foxholes he can 
zero in on yon with hi~ lllnrlars alld [l,3's."--Fil''\/ 
Lieutenant Philip Stern, Ill/autry Platoon Leader, 
29th Division, France. 

"::!8'lll ·- ~;j --' · --·1 
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Infantry Against Armor in Close Country Report by the 
29th Division, FRANCE: "Offensivc armor has had little suc~ 
cess in attacking self-propellcd guns and cnemy armor 'in 
position. Howcver, in close country, aggressivc infantry 
can kllock out these wcapons with bazookas and rifle gre­
nades. 11aneuvcr should always be employed to take the 
('!1cmy vehicle in flank. It was shown in the battle of 
TESSY that German panzer outfits without heavy infantry 
,upport were unable to cope with aggressive infantry 
tactics." 

* 1;( -{;:{ 

THE TANK-INFANTRY TEAM 

Control This account from a Tank Com/Jail), Commander 
in FnANcE shows the results obtained whcn infantry and 
tanks work closely together. "I was well pleased with the 
cooperation and coordination of our infantry-tank attack. 
Prior to the advance, infantry squad leaders and supporting 
tank commanders discussed the attack, Every detail was 
covered; i. e., signab, objectives, rallying points, terrain, .. 
etc. It worked as originally planncd. Infantry control 
was good. Tanks preceded infantry in fields strongly 
held by small arms, thus reducing infantry losses to a 
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minimum. Extensive usc was made of the phone on the 
back of the tank. Infantry would point out target~, which 
were quickly neutralized by the tanks. They all agree that 
the light casualties and success of the attack were the re­
sult of dctailed plans which led to excellent cooperation." 

-{;:{ 1;( -{;:{ 

Visual Signals Colollel L. V. llightower, 1sl Armored 
Division., ITALY: "\Ve arrangcd for the infantry \ve were 
supporting to set off a green ~moke grenade when they 
were held up. On this signal the nearest tank would 
go to the infantryman to find out wh;1t W;1S holding up 
the advance. The infantry would poillt out or othcrwise 
designate the enemy resistance, and th~ tanks would tlWll 
OVI'J"COIII{' it. This SYS({'lll \\'urkl'd vcry w('ll Oil " l11IIIi1)('r 
of nrc lSi OilS." 

1;( 1;( * 
Coordination Lieutenant Colonel Glom Rog('fs, TaHk 
Battalion Commander, ITALY: "This battalion operated 
with the 1st Special Service Force. There was completc 
coordination and a thorough understanding of what each 
outfit was to do. The troops kept up with the tanks ;1nd 
the tanks kept up with the troops. ,\VIH'Ji the tanks llit 
some bad going that delayed them, the infantry would halt 
under cover and wait until the tanks could catch up again. 
If thc tanks started to get allead of thc infantry, the tanks 
would halt ill defilade a t the first opportunity and wait for 
the infantry to catch up. ,\-Ve made much faster progress 
that way with much lighter losses. '\Ve progrcs$cd a ~ a 
team, each taking care of the type of target for which hc 
was traincd." 
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..-------Tank lessons from Italy-----:---, 

Colollel C. B. Dcvorc, in reporting on armored 
matters in IT:\LY, voiced the need for better coopera­
tion bet'vveen infantry and tank org~\llizations. He 
stresse<; the following points as necessary for proper 
employmen t of the tank-infantry-artillery team: 

Should Not's: 
*"Tanks should not be used for night attacks. 
*"Tanks should not be sent against antitank 

gullS. 
*"Tanks should not be used in attacks on towns 

until the enemy antitank defemes have been over­
come by the infantry-artillery team. 

Shollld's: 
*"When it is possible to usc armor in support 

of the infantry, the plan should be coordinated prior 
to the attack, and adequate time allowed for recon­
naissance and planning for the best usc of infantry, 
tanb, and artillery in support of each other. 

*"Infantry or other commanders, before decid­
ing to use armor, should consult tank unit com­
manders as to the best employment. 

*"When armor is given a task, adequate assist­
~il1ce and tinle should be allowed if full benefit is to be 
obtained. 

,*"Tank battaliOn> should 'grow up' with the 
units which they arc to support in battle. 

*"FM 17-36 (Employment of Tanks with In­
fantry) is a fine manual. It should be read by all 

,~ 

infantry as well as tank unit commanders, and par­
ticularly by regimental, divi3ion, and corps sta.ffs." 
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Tanks with an Advcmce Guard The following :1ccount 
of an advance guard action in BI : LGlt:~1 illustr!1tcs eO'ective 
cooperation between tanks and infantry. 

The 1st Balla/ion 11 Dth In/ant ry, reinforced, was ad­ ·1 
vancing northeast through F URON Lr·; COMPTE, BELGIt:'I, 
with a company, reinforced by a platoon of tanks, ::\$ an 
advance gu~u'd. (Sec sketch.) 

The advance guard was held up :1t D by slll:Jll-arms 
fire from the vicinity of B. Tanks immedi:1tcly moved to 

1 

~ ,'l i 

, . 
• '. _ .. J . 

covering positions at C and F and a comb!1t patrol with a 
section of light machine guns moved around the left flank 
to the vicinity of A to outflank the opposition. 

The section leader of the light machine guns spotted 
the trail of an enemy 20-l11m AT gun at Band inllnecliatc1y 
opened fire on it with tracer to point it out to his section. 
The tank at C observing the tracer, located the gun at B 
and knocked it out, whereupon the enemy abandoned the 
position. The advance guard reorganized and moved out. 
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Attack on the Siegfried line Colonel T. Seeley, Rcgi­
mClltal Commander, 28th Division, GERMANY: "yVe used 
the standard tank-infantry team in attacking the Siegfried 
Line. A platoon of tanks in support of a company was 
the usual ratio. We found it best to advance on a fairly 
widc front to avoid excessive losses from flanking fire. The 
tanks operated as bases of fire against bunkers, allowing the 
infantry to close in. The infantry protected the tanks from 
bazooka teams. The enemy artillery fire was intense and 
accurate until we captured all of their observers. \Ve have 
not employcd the cannon and AT companies forward be­
cause of their lack of protection and inciTcctivcness against 
concrete bunker~. A direct attack with tanks and TD 
guns was thc most e[ectivc. Sllloke fired by artillery and 
lllortars was used to prevent fl:lllkin~~ filTs. 

"Ont: of our principal problems was preventing the 
Germans from reoccupying captured pillboxt:s at night. 
It requircd 400 to .'j00 pounds of TNT to destroy a pillbox. 
As this was prohibitivc we locked the cloors of some and 
blew the handles 0[[ others. Our prescnt practice is to 
use a tank dozer to cover the doors ane! embrasures with 
earth. The tank dozer is protected by a tank and an 
infantry platoon. 

"\Ve have had casualti es among 111en who took sheltn 
in the pillboxes at night. Thc' Germans threw grenades 
into them when they found them occ1.lpil'd." 

* * *
Comments of G-3, 3rd Armored Division: "All of the 
advances made by armored vehicles of this division through 
the bands of 'dragon's teeth' on the Siegfried tine were 
made on roads which passed through the line except in one 
instance. I observed this action. Combat Command 'A' 
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e,tabli~hcd the u~ual bridgehead by cleaning out the AT 
guns and automatic weapons that covered the dragon's 
teeth by fire. We fOUl~d that the dragon's teeth could not' 
be ciestro)Tcl by the fire of tank guns. IVe next tried to 
de,tro), them with charges of Tr\T, but found this method 
too slow. IVe finally used tank dozers to pw;h earth into 
a ralllp over the dragon's teeth. This worked perfectly." 

~0: (:{ "* 
Defiles Colonel TV. C. Crollk, Armored Grou!) Com­
mal/der, ITAl.Y: "Using tanks for an armored point in a 
ddilc which has not been cleared of antitank dcfenSl:s is 
suicide. The leading tank gets knocked out and holds 
b:lck all tlIe rest until the enCIIlY guns have becn cleared 
Ollt by til(" inbntry. The inLintry 1I1ust ele:lr out the anti­
tank gllllS and mines and must h:Jve a hetter understanding: 
of what the t~lIlks can a!ld CllIIlot do." 

/-c7* * 


Tanks and Flamethrowers Mopping Up. 
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AIR SUPPORT OF ARMORED COLUMNS 

Lieutenant Colonel James L. Zimmerma1l, Air SUjJ­
port Party Officer (ASPO) with a combat command of the 
2d Armored Division, FR,\NCE, gives an excellent account 
of air-ground cooperation: 

Communications "I rode in an :M-4 tank. The t:lIlk 
commander and driver were Armored Force, but the re­
mainder of the crew were Air Force personnel. Our normal 
position in the mardI column was in the point, about the 
fourth t:mk. The tank commander maintained contact 
with the column cOlllmander over an SCR-:)28. I used 
an SCR-j22 to communicate with the planes. Originally 
I occupied the loader's station, but had the tank seating 
revised so that I occupied the :1ssist,mt driver's "t;ltion to 
have oubide vision and to control Iny own radio. This 
arrangement worked perfectly. 

"Four fighter bombers were assigned to cover each 
column. As each flight approached, the leader CC1ntaclcd 
me by radio giving his call sign. He remained over us 
until relieved, usually about 30 minutes, whether he had 
expended all bombs and ammunition or not. 

A Successful M'ission "Column cover wa~ maintained 
whcllever we were moving in daylight. ITowever, on one 
occa~ion, ncar Vn:LEBAuDO:-<, we had not expcctecrto move, 
and no cover had been provided. I t appeared that a 
coul1teratt:J.ck was developing. A group of hostile tanks 
was reported in some woods 3 01' 4, miles away. I c;lIled 
direct to a plane operating in another corps nrea, reporting 
tbe tanks and asking him to relay a ITC]tIl'S t for fight !TS to 
Fighter Control Center. 'Within IS minutes, two 11ights 
totaling about 12 planes reported in to me. All our tanks 

G:!~-lllO-olG--- - rt 
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\,'cre carrying reel panels. I had a yellow one placed 
acros~ the rear of my tank. I called the leader over until 
he could locate my tank by the yellow p:mcl, thell directed 
him to the woods where the enemy wa~ reported. \\'hell 
he appeared to be O\'er thc targct, I directed him to circle 
aile! check the woods ullder him. He loc:lted the tanks and 
attackL'd succL·s~fully. 

Accuracy "Thc Commanding: Gelleral of the combat 
c()tlllll~t!l(1 W;IS ciuhious of the :lccuracy of the planes 
ill clo~c support, :IS he h:ld been bombed repeatedly 
b\· our planc~ ill ITALY. However, the planes worked 
nTy cloxc to us with generally excellent results. One 
clay we were held up ne:lr LE MESNIL H £R),!A:-; hy 
~on~c r('si~ tallce on the other ,ide ("If the road :md hedges 
frioJill 111(,. 1 directed S0111(; planes onto the rc;:istance. 
They dived w clo,e they mack lIle l1('n'OllS, but not a buliet 

hit our tanb, alld the resistance \Va> knocked out. Only 
t\\"o in .,t;lllces of bOlllbs fa lling Ilear Ollr troops came to 
In\" attl'ntion. While we \\"cre pas;-, ing through CAl\,"ISY one 
lone plane from some otl]('r area dropped 3 homb tilat hit 
OUl" colull1n . Thc!! l1ear TE::i s y, I tried to direct a flight 
O:"ltO a German battery, a target that is usually Inrd to 
loc~te, and they made:l mi,take :lnd dropped bombs within 
~nn y;trch of me for 110 cbm;:::;e. N'ol"llially, h("l\\,ever, my 
COllstallt cOlltact with the ]>1: }1IC' kept the1l] well inrorm~d 

:lS to the location of the llC'ad of the column, and since 
they could locate llly tank witlt its yeBo\\" panel cros\wi~e, 
the)' always checked in bdorc a ttacking doubtful targets, 

Tactical Reconn~issonce "\~'e got no direct information 
from tactical air reconnaissance so far as I know. The 
be, t TAC/R inforlllatio:l carne fr011l the column CO\Tr. 
In some instances G-2 asked me for sp~cific information, 

.. 
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Fighter Checks in With Armored Column. 

and I in turn ,,"ould ask the plane, to get it. I n most ca~c, 

the pilot~ would report information to Ille withou t refJuc> t, 
especially encmy motor movelllcnts. \ Vhcll th ey were 
~,bout ready to ll'ave, the flight lende r would tell 1l1C of all 
likely t:ugL'l> he could sec, ,md I would direct the ill t'Ollli llg 
night onto them. 

Location of ASPO "It is my opinion that the Air Support 
Party OfIicer with arlllorcd coluillns "lwuld be u 'cel in the 
w~:y that I W~lS, in cII"ect the S;IIl11.' :1, FO for the 3rtil­
lery. He should be in a t:1'l1k, able to move ncar the head 
of the column. Assigning a tank for thi s j>u rpCl';r need not 
rnillcc llll' t:lllk streng llt of tb,' ;1l 'Il,lIn'ti unit. \\'~, 11:lhitll­

ally <t aYl'd in th e immedia te n':t r ur tile atu,:killg; W;\V C 

01 tanb, anc! in mallY cases we took P;llt in the figh l. On 
one OlTn., ion my tank captured :31 prisoner>. The crew 
or the tank. at k::l~t tb: cOI1lIll;\I1l1cr. .,llllulcl be Anllnrccl 

force personnel if the tank is to be h:1ndled in the most 
efTicil'llt manner. IIowever, the Air St:ppcr: P;lrly OfTicr: r 
Intl,t have outside vision and control of iIi, ow:! radio." 

1;( i'..r* 
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I:NGINHRS 

Demolition of Pili?:loxes The Twelfth Army Grollt!, 
FR.\:\"CE, report..; th e following: "The amount of TNT 
needed to blo\\" pillboxes can be con;;iderably reduced if 
escape llatchc, Ca!l be found and plugged fIrst. These 
hatches, round in nearly all pillboxes, arc about 2 feet 
squ;lre and ph"tcreu over so as to be scarcdy noticeable. 

"Pillboxes h~ \ 'r been blown elTectively by putting 
charges i!l the velltibtion pipe., which run ycrticrdlr thmugh 
the side w~dls nCa r thr.: pillbox entrance. Thirty to 50 
J>ound~ of TNT are dropped in, primed, and tamped, In 
one case the firing of the charge breached lhe wall COI11­
pletely, and surviving' occup::mts were eithcr stunned or 
wounded by flying concr<.:te," 

,.J\.~ 
H -.!-., -{;:( 

Seoiing Captured Pillboxes The 9th Division in FRM,cE 

reports: "\\'e fOlllld it necessary to nwn captured pillboxes 
in order to prevent reoccupation by infiltrating enemy 
group, before our engi nccrs could s~a! them up. To expe­
dite thi~ operation wc now attach t\\'o companies of en­
gineers to thc regiment to foliol'." assaulting troops with the 
n:i,;sion of occupring and scaling- pillboxes. Our engineers 
tlsually seal pil!box(·., hy spot-welding the "tcd cloor;; at 
the C'ntr~n(l:'s." 

i:z* * 

Stream Crossings Lieutenant Colonel Ge·oT,£:.e Randolj)iL, 
Tan!; Battalio1l Cammal/de?', FRANCE: "\,yhcn the situation 
permib, stream crossings should he constructed at points not 

- shown as crossill:,jS 011 tiJe wap :~nd not formerly used b}' 
the enemy. T}10se reccntly encountered ha\'e been heavily 
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Engineers Ferryin~ Tank in Belgium. 

mined or prepared for demolition so that when we at­
tcmpted to use them tanks were lost and the routes were 
blocked. Enemy artillery will also be registered on known 
crossing points," 

'* * '* 

Camouflage Staff Sergeant Hart, Tallk Battalion, NOR­

Z,1..\:-iDY, ran his camouflage-painted tank into a hedgerow 
and cut the cngine. He was observing to the front when 
he heard a noise across the field behind him where he saw 
a German mortar crew going into position. The sergeant 
\vaited until the crew had assclIlblcd before he openeci fire 
with his machinc guns, killing all bu t two of the enemy, 
So cxcellent was the camouflage that thc two who sur-

I' 
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rendered thought the tank wa~ a tree and would not be­
lieve othcrwise until they had actuall), touched it." 

The Enemy Thought the Tank a Tree. 

'** * 
RECONNAISSANCE 

Roconnaissance on Pursuit r.;('/I/I·/I11111 (;of,,/u'/ j(l/II/ F. 
lIoIII/i,·/d. (.'''/I/lI/{/I/lIi/l :~ (J/lir('r ()f {/ Cnl!alry RI'C()/1I1f1iJ­

JlIliCe SljIW{/rO/l, wrill's rOlll'('l'llillg Iris opn;ltillilS ill 

FRANCE: "\Ve have had a continuous run of this combat 
business-since 1 July with no breaks. Quite a bit difIet'­
ent from maneuvers, when we looked forward to ad­
ministrative breaks which are nonexistent here. 

"We wcre fortunate in leading the pack in the big 

chase, and I know how it feels to be cut off with the Jerries 

all around. It's an all-gone fecling, but we got out by 

always going fom'ard. We have by-passed plenty of them, 

and it's also a queer feeling to know they arc behind you. 

However, reconnaissance requires this so we have to take it.


! "Each sector we hm'e bcen in has presented a differ­

ent problem-hedgerow and close fighting in NORMANDY
,J 
and BRITTA....y, open country in the sector where we are 
now. Tactics are modified to conform to the terrain. We 
have even held the flank of the line alongside the infantry. 
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Defiles were common in NOR:'IANDY; our method often h:ld 
to be to pu~h the throttle down, pray, and go through \Iith 
the machine guns spraying lead. 

"I can tell you this: stress field firing at unknown range~-­
not at known distance. Stress mine tmining, tank-i:lfantry 
teamwork for hedgerow work, reconnais~ance by fire, and a 
respect, but not a fear, of the 88. It's a mean gUll, but it 
can be knocked out. Above ail, platoon leauers must­
and I repeat 'must'----remelllber the weapons they have 
available, partic\llarly the lTlortar. \Ve often wished it 
wcre an 8 I, but we have had good results with the GO. 
Basic loads should include Illorc smoke. 

"For mopping up a tOWll there is nothing equal to a 
white ]JhosJlhoru~ grenade eilher thrown or fin'd irolll 
carbine or rifle. 

"f,;lrh pLttoClIl lII11.st hil\,(' an SOP r()nn ;ltiClI1 Ml tlt;,L 

wh('11 it rUlIs illto tl'Oultl( ' ! ';Ich ""llicit' d, .. ·., " "'I"'II ! i j l ~~. 
I ( 111;1)' IIlIt III' 1111' 111"( ,hillg at till' tillll', hut if 1""\T ld '; 

illertia and s;w(:s lives. 

Cavalry Reconnaissance Section in Germany. 
I 

http:lII11.st
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"I keep my CP about 1 to 2 miles behind the platoons 
for bettcr control, and work my radios direct from platoon' 
to ~qlladron. It works, too, and with a good communica­
tion, officer any unit can, with present channels, contact 
any other unit. \ 'Ve use voice transmission normally, with 
slidex'" the only code. Clear text and code may be mixed 
in that. 

"I know that I sound like a school teacher but, as I 
~ay, I have been in front in this push and belicve I know 
whereof I sprak." 

* "* * 
Why Ask for it? The following incident was related re­
cently by all observer attached to an infantry division in 
FRANCE: "011 2,'j AU1!;U"t, ncar BREST, the leaeler of the 
J'I'ginH'1I1al illtc'lIi,e:l'nn' and reconnaissance platooll ,t:t lIJl 
all OP for tht' n'gilll("lIt;d COlllllla!ldel' in the cuntrol tow!'r 
of a captured airfield. Soon the Germans opt'ned fire, 
demolishing the tower and killing both officer and obser.ver. 

"Among the prisoners of WH captur('d subsequently 
there was a soldier who said he had been a member of the 
gun crew that fired on the tower. He said the members 
of his gun cre\\' had sc(,!l everything that happened in the 
tower; the)' had watciwd it for more than an hour and 
wcre amazed at the c31'c1essnc;;, of the Americans. The 
German said hc saw t\\'o men standing in the tower, smok­
ing cigarettcs and looking through a telescope which re­
flccted the rays of the sun. The Americans, according to 
the German, made no attempt to conceal themselves." 

~'Slidcx is a British device for encoding and decoding quickly 
the words and expressions of military significance most commonly ' 
mt:d in field mes' agcs. 
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NOTES ON PATROLLING 

Field Jacket Reflects Light Staff Sergeal1t Lester n. Leasc, 
29th Ill/antry Di­
visioll, FRANCE: 

"Two mistakes 
made by night re­
connaissance pa­
trols are the wear­
ing of the field 
jacket and canvas 
leggings. The field 
jacket reflects a 
bright glow as do 
the leggings; besidcs the leggings make ;1 scraplllg nOhe 
on the uIHkrhrllsh." 

Ca/ltailt ChandlcT, COIJI/WIIY Co IJI ma/lila, 1.11 111­
jf/lltry iJivision, FR/\NC1·:: "Field jackets, especially at night, 
reilect light. We have smeared ollrs with grecn dye to 
ofrset this." 

* * '*Reconnaissance Patrols Staff Sergeant Fred Eilcl1field.. 
Com/Jawy L, IIStl! In/antry, FRANCE: "Strength of recon­
naissance patrols should be not over five men. They 
should travel light, taking only necessary equipment. It 
is very important that the patrol be briefed at least sevcrai 
hours ahead. :Make sure the men have a map and com­
pass. Have them study tlTrain features so they know where 
they are going and the way hack." 

* 
Patrol Communications An * S-2 *ill the 26th Infa ntry, 
NOR:\IANDY: "A patrol of squad size should be equipped 

(;~8~ 11 ' - ·, ·1 ,i· _·..G 
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with a radio if possible. The following instance is cited 
to illustrate the ad\':H1tage of furnishing such .communica­
tion facilities: A combat patrol was furnished with an 
SCR---300 radio, :md the patrol leader was briefed concern­
ing several reference points along his route. These refer­
ence points \\'ere given also to the artillery liaison officer 
with the battalion. As a result, the patrol leader was able 
to call for and get accurate fire on enemy po~itions \\'hich 

he discovered." 
{;:: '* '* 

Patrol Checking Side Street in German Village. 

Consider Enemy Capabilities CnjJ/aill Robt'1't A . GUCIt­

tlier, 1-5th Division, ITALY: "In SA:-; PIETRO, ITALY, \\'here 
the flghtin~ was bitter, the Germans worked a clc\'er trick 
on the 180th Infantry. The American troops advancing 
to capture SAN PIETRO sent a reconnaissance detail to de­
termine whether thc Germ:ms had evacuated. The Ger­
mans had left thc to\\,11 itself, but remained in its outskirts. 
Thcy thcn waitcd for the American scouts to rcturn to their 
unit after whieh they reoccupied the town, placing their 
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men in stratcgic spots to wait the incoming and umu'pect­
ing Amcricans. 

"Our troops sufl'crcd numcrous casu::ltics bccaw.,c of 
this ruse." 

Several other reports similar to this have been re­
ceived. The lesson to be learned is not the cleverness 
of the Germans but the basic principles violated by our 
own troops: 

1. A patrol preceding advancing troops should not 
relinquish ground once gained. The patrol in this case 
should have sent a message back as to the status of 
the town and remained in observation, rather than have 
the whole patrol return. 

2. Troops advancing in the combat zone when con­
tact with the enemy has been lost must m([intain propor 
security detachments to the front and flanks. 

* ",:( ~r 

ANTIAIRCRAFT ARTILLERY 

AA Troops in Close Combat A portioll of ;111 :\.'\ Auto­
JlJatic WeapLln~ Battery provcd itself capablt~ of groLmd 
comhat one night in FRA:\,CJ:: 

"About O! DO an ),·[2 half-track ancl two yIl G's':-:' of 13 
Jbtl('ry lIJ()V('d into a biv(lqac :1 1' (' :1 ~()lIth of Vll! 1.1111: \'­

].,·:-: -1'01-:1.1-: .-';. During- his rccoll n: lio;s:iIlCl' for Illal'i, im'- I!1 1Il 

positio!~s, Captain Shaw, the Battery C Ol1l mander, (Ii.-co\> ­
l'p'd a G,-'n:I:1n :\brk IV LInk jJarkt'd Cl1I the o the r side 
of a hedgerow. Capt:l.i n Sh:1W withdn'w !la--tily to cnli<t 
aiel ill cll',troying the tank. lIe rctlll'll(,c\ with three me;! 
and some TNT with which to blow the tra cks on tht: t:lIIk. 

*:\n :\-[16 is a half-track mounting fOlll' .50-cal. al1ti:' in:l':1f! 
machine guns. 

http:Capt:l.in
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Just as he was about to ignite the fuze, the tank com­
mander, armed with a machine pistol, stood up to take a 
look around. One of the men struck the German on the 
head with a hand axe and grappled with hilll. The Ger­
man, in the ensuing ,truggll', was shot liy his own weapon. 

"During the melee with the remainder of the crew, 
Captain Shaw luanaged to drop an incendiary grenade into 
the tank. The Americans jumped from the tank and the 
gunner scrambled back inside. When Captain Shaw's in­
cendiary grc\lade exploded, the crew immediately aban­
doned the tank. The Americans shot thc gunner but thc 
others escapcd. 

M 16 vs. Ground Targets "Thc light from thc grcnadc 
illuminated several other enemy vehicles in an adjacent 
orchard. By this till\l' olle of the M lG's had moved up 
to when' it could fire illto the orchard ;llld illlllU'dialt'ly 
wellt illtn action, firing (lUU rounds of .50-caliber <llllllllllli­
tion at anything and everything that moved. Trenll'nclous 
fires wcre started by the incendiary bullets. A count the 
next morning showed that there had been destroyed, in 
addition to the lviark IV tank, one armored half-track, 
three trucks loaded with gasoline and ammunition, two 
motorcycles, two personnel carricrs, and one building con­
t<lining an cnemy he<ldquarters. Abandoned were five 
trucks, two motorcycles, two r~dio <lnd reconnaissance cars, 
one sedan, and a ficld kitchen cOlJlplete with flour and 
meat. five Germans wcre killed, seyen woundcd, and nine 
captured, and an unknown number had fled." 

The initiative, resourcefulness, and aggressiveness 
of Captain Shaw and his men in attacking the enemy 
tank and personnel with the weapons they had avail­
able rather than withdrawing and waiting for troop;, 
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more appropriately armed are commendable. The tre­
mendous effect of the MIS with incendiary ammunition 
against ground targets is clearly dcmonstrcted. 

* 
FIELD ARTILLERY * * 
Infantrymen as Artillery Observers XIajar H. N. Wicks, 
Battalion Executive, Parachute Field A7"tillery, IT.\LY: "It 
is my opinion that every intelIigent infantryman and 
artillcryman should be trained in thc methods of forw;1rcl 
observation. This could be done ill a very short time :llld 
would result in increased efficiency of artillery fire. I !J:1VC 

heard nUlllerous infantry officers lament their Jack of 
knowledge in directing artillery fire. 

"At A:-;ZIO, it W:1S tIll' practice of my battalion to :;end 
out artilIny Oh~(,I"V(T~ witlt raiding p;lrtics ;llId p:ltn.l, "I 

th,lt imlllediate informatioll on ellelllY IllOVelJ1Cnh could be 
COl\lmllIlicated to the battery in thc rear and fire pbct:d 
without delay." 

* * *
Team Ploy by Observers A Field Artillery Battalion re­
ports after operations in FRANCE: "Observation from two 
OP's permits accurate fire to be pl<lcccl on a target in a 
minimum of time, with surprise e/Tcct and with maximum 
cconomy of ammunition. On one occa,ion, a target W<lS 
located by onc obscrver who could not get a good adjust­
ment of fire bccause the target was in such poor terrain 
that many rounds were lost. \Vhen anothcr ob,ervcr 
picked up the target, registration was spcedily completed 
and cfTective fire placed on tIle targl't." 

Observation by two observers will often permit ac­
curate adjustment of artillery lire on obscure targets 
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provided that both observers are properly oriented with 
respect to the correct target and that uninterrupted com­
munications can be maintained. 

"* "* "* 
8-inch Guns Attack St. Malo Citadel Colonel A. E. Bill­
ings, Commanding Officer, Field Artilla}" Group, FRANCE: 
"This prc,entect an unusual ,ituation. \\'c wen: allowed 
to emplace 8-inch guns within 1,300 yards of the Fortrcss 
and within 9,000 yards of nav:l1 guns on thc ISLE OF 

CEZEMBRE without receiving counterbattery fire. If we 
had rcceivcd countcrbattery firc we would probably have 
lost both guns and crews. \Vc fired threc missions at thc 
Fort, cxpending 185 rounds with thc following rcmlts: 

"n. Dlew.1 11(11(' 10 fed hy 20 f('c( in a tlll'ret hllilt of 
26-inch coocrele hal'ked wilh sted sheeting". 

"h. BIL-I\";l 2U-rool hok ill a cOIll'l"l'l(' lowcr, 

"c. Destroyed two 8S-mlll guns l'lllplaced in concrcte 
turrcts. 

"Our conclusions from this attack were: 
"a. The 8-inch gun is vcry accurate. In one case we 

blcw out.a machinc gun through a small aperture. 
'.'b. Precision adjustment by one picce is the most 

....effective method of attacking a concretc gun emplacement. 
"c. I-Icavy artillcry can be uscd to crack concrctc 

fortresses so as to make subscquent attacks by fightcr­
bombcrs with flame bombs more effcctive." 

*:"* "* 
240-mm Howitzer Colonel W. A. Metz, Commanding 
a Field Artillery Grouj) (Four Battalions of 240-mm 

I . 
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A 240-mm Howitzer in Action on the Italian Front. 

Howitzlirs): "We have bccn in :Inion since .} .July 1944. 
Thc 210-mm is a fine weapon, amI the observcd rcqllts of 
our firc have been extremely good. It takes us approxi­
mately 2 hours to dig pits, cmplace the 'Ncapons, :Inc! get 
ready to open fire. Sometimes it can be done in 10 hours 
if thc position is on soil that works l'asily. Time for com­
plete elllplact'lllent fol' protection (If )w]'>;()n1J<.'1 <' nd :lll1!llU­

11ItIOn is indefinite. In fact we never ';top wOl'k on :1 gun 
pu~ition frOiIl the timc we enter it until w(' ]e:lVe. F(lr 
long-rangc fire, cubs can't get IIp closc cnollgh to sce 
bursts for eithcr adjmtll1cllt or cffect. \Vl' 1l111'it have high­
performance aircraft with a capable observer for such fin: . 
Of coursc most targch :lttackcd with thi.'i W('0pon rcquire ;, 
precision adjustmcnt." 
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Sniping with an Assault Gun------------, 

All unusual instance of tlte succ.essful llse 'of the 
105-l11m assault gun has becn reported from FRANCE: 

An infantry company cOlllmander requested assi"tance 
in neutralizing a camouflagcd position from which his 
unit was receiving fire. The lcader of an assault-gun 
pbtoon maneuvered one of his guns into position be­
hind a honse. The gun was placed w that it could 
fire throu~h the n·ar and front door, of the house 
directly UpOll the po~itioll. Later, inf:lI1try patrols 
went to the po,ition and foulld a ~1a('k II [ aS~;lult 

gun and an antitank gun both completely demoli.,hecl. 

EXPLOITS OF CUB PLANES 

Cub Plane vs. Mark VI Tank Frol\l a Field Artillay Bat­
talioll in FRANCE comes this interesting account of a battle 

betweell a cub plane and a j\hrk VI Tiger tank: "With 

the tank firing its antiaircraft weapons and the cub adjust­

ing artillery fire, the battle lasted 2Y2 hours. The tank, 

being a mobile target, kcpt changing position, making an 
adjustment very difficult. Finally·, with the aid of another 

cub, thc fight carne to an cnd. One cub p!acc:-d a battery 

volley of artillery fire behind the tank while the other cub 

adjusted a battery just ill frullt. The tank was on a road 

and could move neithcr to its right nor to its left becallse 

of vcry high hedgerows. Then the two cubs shiftcd thcir 

battery fires as though closing a telescope and knocked out 

the tank." 

* * * 
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Cub Contact Colo/lclI-I. E. MnJ.'llirc, ChirI of Sin!!. XIX 
Cor/iS, reports frOllt FRANCE Oil tbe \'allle of light pblWS 
for liaison in a rapidly moving ~ituation: "Co:mlll:niLatioll 
is a problelll on 1II0Vl', ~lIch a, this corp, has b('I'I~ m:,.killg. 
Yesterday thc distance from ollr front to our hcac!qu:u'lt r:' 
became so great that wire \Va:; impr~lcticable and even radiD 

I 

out of range; so the artillery cub pbnes were sellt on sclIed­

ules from corps headquarters to llIake \'isllal obser,,:t tion of 

our colull1lls and return with oral report>; a< to their loca­

tion, activities, routc, wllethcr or not ill contact with the 
('neillY, and also to warn the columns of allY ellt'InY which 
the planes could observe." 

* "* "* 
tubs "Bomb" and Strafe A Fi(·/r/ Altillo)' [laill/linl/ 

which Jlartil'ip;ll.,ci il' til(' r;qltlln' or N,lI ·. '1 !' '''' It 1s1 .. \1'D 

I'('j'ilrls titis Ht'W 1'(11(' (nr rull p!.IIII'S: "j)lIIill:~ III(' ;ll(;It'I: Oil 

1 -~Cf;
/-' :::-(- r-::J 

':,J/ 

NOE:'>!FOOR, an artillery cub pbnc ,igitted 12 Japa lH''oc at­
tClllpting to escape from thc i:.lancl in two native canoes. 
The pilot and observer rcturned to base camp, secured 
Thompson machine guns :.md hand grcnades, and returned. 
to strafe and 'bomb' the flcetillg ll1elllbc'l"s of the J ap force. 
Three J aps were killed and the rcmaining' ninc captured 
bter by PC boats whic.h were gl,lidcd to the area." 

"lSi• -,-'7 

'V~, 

I 
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MEDICAL MATTERS 

Medics on the Job Licutenant Joh7l D. }.fcJlfaJt cr r e­

ports the following incident as . a typical example of the 

efficiency and courage of }.:fr dieal Corps ll1en in combat 

zones: "An American tank wa~ hit by a German 88-mm 
~hcll on 20 .July 19'14 about 6 miles north of P ERlER S , 

FRANCE. All of the crew left the tank immedi:l.tcly, except 

onc badly wounded m:\l1 who could not help hinlsdf. 

Whilc the tank was still under firc, mcmbers of t!IC 8th 
Infantry Regiment ~Iedical Detachment went into the vc­

hicle and in 10 minutes had removed the wounded man, 
who had lost both legs. Emergency treatlllcnt was given 

on the spot amI 30 minutes latcr the casualty was received 
at a fidel hospital in tlw rc'ar, Thcrr appl'Opri :ltr cll'rssings 
\l'C'I'(' appli('d alld 11lC' P; llit'llt S('lll It) a B;IS('llospital aboul 

11 Illi\' " f;11 illI'l' h;I .. li, \\'III'!'I ' ill ' OIl'l'i\'I'" \\'iill \\'(I(IIII J..; Irl ';I It't! 

and dl'l'sseel, a little l110l't.: than 2 hours after being 

wounded," 

* * * 

Trench Foot Licutenant Colonel Roy E. lvfoore, Com­
manding Officer of (lit I n fal/try R c{'.iment, 3d Division, 

I TAL Y. "For 
long periods at 
ANZIO our troops 
could not get 
their feet dry, 
with the result 
that during 
Fcbruary, trench 
f 00 t disabkd 
more men than 
G erman ,lwlJ.,." 

NORMAL OPERATIONS '15 

If your men are required to remain in a situation 
where they cannot dry their shoes and socks, rcquirc 
them to massage and exercise their feet as often as 
possible. Stimulating the circulation will reduce the 
chances of developing trench foot. Be sure their shoes 
and leggings fit loosely. See to it that they wear 
heavy wool socks and change them daily. Lanolin 
or vaseline rubbed lightly on the skin before putting 
on clean socks will help. 

* * * 

First Aid Colon el Chm·1es I-I. Coat es, an.observer with the 
T~i.'elf/h Arm,' Groll/), FRAKCE: "Too few wounded men 
applr their own aid dres~ing-s ; too I11rlllYsim ply w;1. it until 
III!' :Iid 111('11 :ll'l'i\T. 'I'll(' illlli\' idl1:t! lil1(' ~l1ldi l 'l"S Inp"l ls i­
hililil', for his OWl! (in;! :Iid 11111 , 1 I", s ln·~ ' I · t1 t'I<llli111I ,tlly . 

Cutting Clothing from Wounded "CICllhing is UllllITL'S­

sarily destrored in clc~lring strttions by routine Clittillg 
where it coulc.l, in many cases, be rollcd just as crtsill'." 

There have been many reports of unnecessary cut­
ting of clothing by medical and other personnel. Re­
member that each item cut must be replaced. Multiply 
by the number of casualties and you have somG idea 
of the resulting supply problem. Don't cut that clothing 
unless you have to. 

* * * 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Trouble Shooting in Italy Most units found that m:lin­
taining communication was a headache for about thl' first 
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30 day~ of combat. By th:1t time, hO\vever, the wire crews 
h:1c!1carned the little tricks that simplified the whole prob­
lem. They 1e;nnecl to service a line properly anc! cnrdully 
during inst:1lbtion ~o tbat break~ would be c1ecrea~cd. 

'Vhen wire did go out. repair crewmen: instead of running 
up and cl own a line with te~t clips, checked the location 
of enemy ,helling with ).IP's and others who heard the con­
centration, fall, and proceeded directly to the shelled areas, 
u<;ually finding their trouhle right there. 

Morc Grief for the Lincman The AmJihibious Force par­
ticipating in the: GILBERT ISLAND:'; operations reports: 
"During the fir.st 2 or 3 days, wire was freql\cntly laiel 
across or along the coastnl track. Tnnb, tractor5, and 
wheeled vl'hit.:le~ tore the wire up, :mc! communications 
wen' often interrupted. Vehicle drivers generally 111 ;~ de 110 

dTo!'t to kcl'p from h!·eakill.'1.' \Vip:." 

Since communications directly affect the battle effi­
ciency of a unit, every soldier must understand that it 
is to his own interest to protect wires from damage. 
There have been many instances where fallen lines 
have been destroyed by passing vehicles in the pres­
ence of other soldiers who failed to take even the sim· 
plest steps to correct the situation. All wire personnel 
should be instructed not to leave loose wires on roads 
or trails even though this wire is of no further value, 
.since the sight of wire being run over and further de­
stroyed cannot ·help but create the impression that wire 
is not important. If wire cannot be salvaged at the 
time, it should be cleared from avenues of traffic until 
it can be recovered by a salvage crew. 

* * * 


" 
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Trouble Shoo Eng in Italy. 

i,. 

I 
I 
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Sound-P~wer Phone Second Li('lltellal1t J. G. McCoy, 
Callalr)" ADMIRALTY ISL..\NDS: "The sound-power phone 
was effectively usee! in the field for distances up to 2 miles 
and wa~ probably the best form of communication for 
short distances. The enemy on various . occasions at­
tempted to tap the wires, but alert operators could often 
tell when the enemy had cut in by the disturbance it 
caused in the headset." 

* * * 

,. 

Ingenious Wi:J:e Crew Eliminates Running With Wi:J:e. 

NORMAL OPERATIONS 4~ 

Watch that Antenna SlafJ Ser[!cGn t George .f. Brom,·,'ell. 
291h Infalltry Division, FRANCE: "I was can'ying aU!' SCR­
300 during one attack, and had put it on the ground be­
hind a hedgerow. \Vhile waiting for the attack to jUlllp 
off I had to change from short to long antenna. Inside of 
2 minutes Jerry started dropping mortars down my neck. 

_It was callee! to my attention that the top' of the antenna 
showed above the tOJl of the hedgerow. That\ a point 
to rctnl'nlber when you're wOl-killg close to the enemy." 

Communication personnel should alwayz make 
sure that antennas are concealed or camouflaged. 
Many radio vehicles, OP's and CP's have been spotted 
by the enemy through carelessness on this point. 

1.(* * 
Authentication 1JI'I(/('//(1II1 C(Jloltc/ U"hai L Co.\", .\';r.:llol 

Cor/)s, (lIfers the following l"Olll1I1Cllt b:lSl:d on his cXJ)L'ri­
cnre and oh~l'f\'ation in NORTIl AFI([C: ,\ and ITALY: "Eneilly 
stations sometimes made attempts to enter various radio 
nets. This was prevented in all known cases by the use of 
a station identification code." 

* * * 

INFANTRY WEAPONS 

Beware of the "Blow Back" Headquaricrs, Army Ground 
Forces, cautions all personnel using ground signals ?vI 17Al 
through M22A1, M51Al, and M52A1 to keep their heads 
clown when launching thL' signals and not watch them in 
flight, as a slight "blow back" from the propelling charge 
may be expected. 
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M 1 Grenade launcher Prh'ate First Class Paul Ho:;an, 
30th Infantry Division, NOR~IANDY: "Thc Jvl1 grcnadc 
launcher is really a pcrfect weopon . We wiped out two 
armored cars at about 17 j yards with onc round apiccc 
from four .M1',. Thc hits tore holcs 6 to 8 inches in 
diamctcr in the sides, killing the men insidc. One shcll 
hit a gas tauk and thc car blcw up. 

Browning Automatic Rifle "For a whilc thc Germans 
thought our BAR was a ma chinc gun, but by the timc they 
brougi1[ fire on the DAR positio:1 thc gunncr had movcd 
and was firing on them [rom anothcr dircction. 

'03 Rifle with Scope "Wc had onc Springfield '03 
Sniper's riflc with scope with cach squad. It is absolutcly 
accuratc. All the fellows want one. It is not too bulky 
and can bc carried just as casily with as without the ~copc. 

Bazooka vs. Machine Gun "1v1y squad took care of two 
out of fivc machine-gun cmplaccmcnts at 'which we wcre 
shooting. Thc machinc-gun squads were 175 yards away. 
It took two bazooka shells on each ncst. The bazooka 
worked pcrfectly." 

-tf * * Carbine Great stress was laid on thc proprr usc of the 
carbinc by Lieutenant Colonel F. O. Hortr.ll of the 45th 
II/fantry Division as a result of opcratiom at ANZIO in 
:;vIarch. "When thc carbille i, u,ed properly in lieu of thc 
pistol it becomes a dangerous and accuratc wcapon, but 
when it is used in placc of thc M1 riflc, a grave mistakc 
has becn madc. Always rcmcmbcr that any targct th:l1 
can be hit by a carbine can also bc hit by an M 1 rifle, but 
thc revcrse is not tme." 
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Hand Grenade Staff Sergcant ]oe Daniels, 29th 111­
fan try Division, FRANCE: "In the fighting we have done 
up to now, the hand grenade has proved bettcr for night 

. fighting than thc riflc, principally because it docs not give 
youI' position away." 

* i~ * 
Morrar Cleaning Kit The import:mcc of keeping the 
mortar clcaning kit with the 1110rtar was cmphasized by 
Cor/Joral Gem1arina Catnlda, 4.') {It In/a ntry Dh'isioll, 
ITALY: "At VENAFRO, my sectioll was ordered to replace 
thc mell \\;l!o had been operatillg three l1lortar~ on a hilltop 
for 7 days. Bccamc of intense opposition, thc guns could 
not bc 1I100'ed to a nt'w position. \\'c found no clc:\ning 
kit with .the mortars. Two of them mi,lJred and weni. out 
of action on the fir;;t shot. The n:maillil\g l\\orlar bore 
the brunt of thc work, and thc crcw firrd l:iG rounds in 
about an hour, thc barrel becoming rcd-hot. Thc enrmy 
thcn spottcd the rapid firc from onc sourcc and kJlocked 
out thc gun with artillery fire. If the cleaning kits had 
becn available, all threc mortars could have been main­
taincd in opcration and the crcw would not ha\'c becn 
spotted and knocked out so casily." 

/.~ i:.{* 

Using Enemy Weapons LiclItcnrm t Fosdick, a platoon 
leader of the fUll 11Ifanlry Division, FRANCE, reporls: 
"\Vhen capturcd encmy weapons arc to be used b)' any 
membcr of a unit, all members of the ullit mll~t be 50 

informcd. On one occasion a scrge;mt was killed when he 
bcgan to fire with a captured Gcrm:1II machine pistol. 
This weapon has a charactcristic sound when fired. Othcr 
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troops of the sergeant's own unit thought a German sniper 

\\':J.s in their mid~t and fired on the sergeant, killing him.". 
-ir* * 


.Iap M.,rfar Ammun;~:oi1 Colonel l1. D. Harris, U. S. 
Jfaril!l' Corps: ".Tap 81-1~lm IT:ortar ammunition was used 

extensively by the 3d ~1arine Division. It proved vcry 

l' nl"c ti\"l.~ but :'Cl;lrwd to hit ::lbout ;)0 yards ,11Ort of om 81­
]:1111 I:Jnrt:lr sll"lk" 

...A. .......'-" 

A )-\ 1:.r 

German Mor'iar Ordllancc Officer, 90th Dic'lSioll, 
rRAXCJ:: "Captured German 81-1111T1 mortars are being 

tlc,c'd cxtcllSiv('ly hy the he::lvy ',,-,'a pom COlllP:U1il's of this 

Divisio!l. \Vc \l s\l;llly us,: 0111' :\llllllllllitinll with this 11101'­

1:11', :IS \IT 11:1\,c t:xPUiCIIITd pn'!llatllrcs with the Gerlllall 

S1-nlln." 

1~~ }.~(~ 

LIAISON OFFICERS 

Selection of Lloison Officers The nced for good liaison 

officers is reco;;nized by all CC'llllnar:ders with combat ex­

pC'riencc. a_~ shown by the fo llowing (,Olll;]](,llb sckctrd ::It 

r :!lHlolJl fru llI v:lriollS (:(; 11111:\[ J'('po}'(s: 

"Select your best olTic('r~ for li:lison officer"." 

"A1\ units recognized the necess ity for ;l,s"igning com­

petent officers to li::lisO!l clutics." 

"\\'e put our best people on the job as liaison officers." 

"Liaison ofTiccrs lnust bC' good officers :Jnd lllmi rc­

Cl' iVL' ' jilTial [r~lillill3" priur to tlll: tillie they :lfe debih:d if 

tbey arc going to be of any usc in battle." 

en
NOR:\IAL OPERATIONS ,J,) 

Personality An officer with 10 months experience in ::llld 

out of combat as ::l Corps 

Iiaison officer s t ::l t e s: 
" Practice or tr:lini;lg 

in li:-tison has been ncglected 

in too ll1::lny c:\scs. 

"Of prime iri1port::lllCe is 

the pcrsonality of tilt' 001­
eel'. J-Il' Illust be of a natlll'L' 

to ellcour:lgc friendlinl'ss, 

cOllfidence, and cOl1lr:lde­

ship with :-tIl pC'rsonnel from whom he seeks his illfonna­

tion. He Illust establish himself as an integral lI'orking 

p::lrt of the hcadquarters to which he is ::lttachcd; he nlust 

bl.: willing tn take hold :l1ld to volullteer bits of infonnatiflI1 

from his OWl! 11l':1dquarlcrs whcrl' hc secs lhl' OCC;lsi()!l. He 

must have initiative and resollJ'ccfulllrss as lI'ell :IS t::lctieal 

knowledge." 

'* * '* 

MOTOR MOVEMENTS 

ROl.:te Marldng Annorrd Firld Arl illrryfla/talioll Com­
mander, lsi Armored Dil-'ision : "\Ve 11:11'(' a lOlI!c-nl:1rkil1g 

procedurl' which is st:lIH/an\ in this b~ltt:Jli()!l :tnd which 

has pron~d vcry successful in the Afric:m :1l1d It:l1i::l11 cam­

paigns, particularly in fast-movillg ~i1tI:ltions stlch as the 

RO~IE offensive. The method is as follows: Thc unit will 

follow the rO::ld unless directed by a guide to do othC'rwise. 

Road conditions being equ::ll at a Y junctioll, the unit will 

llOI'llI:lHj' take the right fork. If thL' Ilnit lllllst t:1kl' tllc left 

fork, it will bc so marked. Upon arrival ::It a four-cornered 

cross road, thcy will continue straight ::lhead unless a turn 
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is indicatcd by a marker. In the event of any unusual 
~ 

inter~ection, such as a lIIain traffic cross roads, or any place 
where doubt ;nay arise in the mind of a car cornmander 
or driver, a guide is dropped. 

''The advantages of this method arc that it is in accord 
with a man's natural tendcncies; it is easily understood; 
and it prevents llluch indecision." 

';~* * 

M36 Tank Destroyer Mounting a SO-mm Gun. 

Disrupting the Enemy Rear O/li('I'1''' (If till' !OI .li "Ii,.­
bUill'" IJil'iJio/l 11I;\t!C the fulluwillg (l11.'1'1"\';lti'·1I\ .11'11'1' tilcir 
early ()p('\'atioll~ ill FRANCE: "All airhorn\' blldillg :tlllight 
in thl' presC'llce of tlte enemy i., not as llazarcllllls :IS {ir~t 

thought. While it results ill sharp fighting :\!ld the los-; 
of some men before they can use their \\,e:lpOllS, it has a 
devastating effect on the ene111y. It upsets his conlll:land 
organization and prevents the movell1ent of his rescrvcs 
and artillery. Although airborne troops lllay not carry 
out their tactical plans as scheduled, tlw di , ruptivc dTect 
of the attack on the encmy compensates for the d! sorcll'l' 
ill their own plans. furthcl'lllon', ill this hanel-to-hand 
type of fighting, the airborne troops do not feci the 
ab~ellce of heavy weapollS as much as in :l fonl1~d ll:ceting 
engagelllent. In some cases, therefore, it may be more 
economical of lives to land directly on the encmy than to 
come down at a distance and close with hil:1 in a deliberate 
approach march and development. 

"The initial c{Tect of airborne troops will result brgely 

35 
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from the aggressive action of small groups thoroughly 
briefed upon the missions which it is de,ired to accomplish." 

* * * 
Parachute Lessons from SWPA Colonel George lv!. 
Jones, Commanding a Parachute Infantry Re:;i7nClIf, re­
ports the following lessons learned during tile NOE:lIFOOR 
ISLAKD operation: 

Pilot Training "Prior to D-day en'ry pilot partlclpating 
should have training in dropping parachutist-,. A number 
of pilots dropping par:1chutists on this m ission had not 
flown for a jump for :1 period of 12 months. ~bny had 
ne\'er dropped parachute troop,. L:1ck of practicr' G\t; ,e cl 
a feeling of uneasiness Oil the p~l1't of the pilot>;. 

Jump Practice "Shortly prior to the IlllSSIOll, para­
chuti,ts should be given rcfre,sher training- by participation 
in a t:1ctical jump of at least cOlllpany "iz(~. The majority 
of jumpers on the I'\oEMFOOR mission hac! l1lade only one 
jump within thc G months prior to the ll1is~ion. None of 
these jumps was in connection with a tactical proble,n, 
since a sufficient number of planes had never been avail ­
able at one time. 

Air Reconnaissance of Jump Area; "It is IlIo,t irnpor­
t~nt that air rcconnaj~$ance of the jump area b(: n1 :1c\c at 

• z,ltitudes that allow study of the topographr. A ~tucl}' of 
aerial photographs docs not give satisfactory information 
::t'i to the character of the terrain or the obst:1clcs which 
will be encountered on the ground. PriOlo ground recon­

"\Vhen a Feller Needs a Friend." 	 !\ai"ance would be invaluable in selection of suitable 

j:.:mp areas. 



58 CO:lIllAT LESSONS ~O. (j 

Air Strips "Landing ,trips are unsatisfactory as jump 
areas for parachute troops. The hardness of the ground 
results in excessive casualties due to the shock of impact 
of a parachutist under the normal combat load. Native 
gardens, kunai grass, or scrub timber are satisfactory. 

Transporta~ion . "As paratroopers arc primarily shock 
troops and are lightly equipped, :lrrangcments should be 
l11:lde for a lirnitcd supply of tr~nl.';portation (jeeps and 
trailers) to be brought in as soen :lS water transportation 
or :lir tran.sportation is pmcticable. 

Location of Troops in Jungle "The coordinated use of a 
FA liaiwn plane and colored smoke released at specified 
hours jlrov("d v:1111:1111(' in pin-poillling" 1111" IO(":llinll or "III' 

P:II:Ir!IIII(" Iron p" opn:tlillg in III(" jllllglc." 

"A.A *:"* 


SECTION IV 

s 
s 

NORMANDY 

Amphibious Assault OITi('('rs of tilt' l,rt TII/ III1III' /) ;:)isioll, 
who made the assault landing ill i':OIDl.\:-;D\" ag:lillst st!lr 

opposition, point out as a result of their experiences: 
"Leading assault waves shoulc! pass through the beach de­
fenses as quickly as possible in order to get inland in depth. 
The mission of mopping-up beach defenses should be as­
signed to support waves . 

"The first objective of the assault, ::lftel" the beach is 
crossed, must be seizure of the terra ill from ",hidl (,IICllIY 
can observe the beach. ,,\fier this has been accoJllplislH'd 
the destruction of the encmy rather thall the capture of 
terri tory is the prime considera tion. 

Control by Commanders "B:ltla]1on and rl'gill1l"nt~l] COJJI­

l11ander~ should land early so as to be ::.ble to exert their 
influence upon the action to the maximum, Reorganiza­
tion of the a"s:lult clement, mllst st::rt as ,o;oon a~ troojJ ,; 
land and must be continuous. Troops inexperienced in 

5 ~) 
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assault landing tend to bog down; leaders therefore must 
be very active and aggrC'ssive. The commander must be 
ahead of the job and not behind the job." 

* * * Tanks in the Normandy landing An officer of an 
Armored Group gives this account of tank problems and 
actions in .securing the initial beachhead in NOR)IANDY: 

"In many cases there W;\S a scant 30 to 50 yards be­
tween the water's edge and the sea wall or hill in front 
of the tanks, giving them little room in which to maneuver. 
As one tank commander put it, 'We could go straight ahead 
30 yards or straight back 20 yards-that's all, Brother!' 
~laneuver was further restricted by mines, other vehicles, 
anel foot troops. The tanks, making as much use of cover 
as pllssihk hilt still ill Illost cases [ully exposed, therefore 
'.~I\lgg('d i( 0\1(' with the ('IIl'IIIY. lirill);' ;It I'illho:-o:l's, lll:lcllilll'­
gun ne~ts, sniper positions, and any other targets of oppor­
tunity that presented themselves, while taking equal pun­
ishment in return. 

Coordination with Infantry "Tank fire was coordinated 
with the infantry attack by verbal and visual instructions 
of infantry officers. Platoon leaders and company com­
manders of infantry units pinned down by enemy fire 
pointed out the sources of this fire to the tank~, which silenced 
the enemy guns with 75-mm HE and machine-gun fire. 
Searching tank machine-gun fire in the weeds and trees 
in the paths ahead of the foot troops helped greatly in 
clearing out snipers. 

FlexibJe Employment "The action, both on the beach 
and in the expansion of the beachhead, was extremely 

A)IPlIImOus Ol'ERATIO;o\lS Gl 

fluid. Tank pbtoons and cOlllpallies wcre att;:cllcd to in­
fantry units as warr:mtcc! by eirclllll,t:l:1l'l'" Tcmporary 
emergency att~lclllnents and reliefs frc:1I attach:!IL'nt to 
clements of the 1st, 2d, and 29th Infantry Division<; were 
frequent. For imtance, on the morning of 7 June all 
improvised tank platoon consisting of two tanks from Head­
quarters Comp:my and one tank from e;-tch of the mediulll 
tank companies of the i41st Tank Battalion went forward 
to support the 2d Battalion, 16th Combat Team, but \ ',':h 

stopped en route by the Corn:nanding Ofric\,1' of the 18th 
Combat Tea Ill, who urgt'ntly needed tank ,upport. Ti:is 
makeshift platoon \1'3, rclic'\'cd from attachment to 16th 
Combat Team on the spot by radio and \ \'as attached to 
the 18th Combat Team, which it supported effectively 
in the vicini ty of E;o\l( : R.\:-./YII .I. E. " 

In amphibious operations the first tanks ashore c('In 
expect to operate in very restricted arca~; until beach 

"Anything Can Happen in an Amphibious Landing." 
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exits can be secured. Their primary job upon landing 
is to slug it out with the b8ach defenses and assist the 
infantry in securing the beach exits. In Normandy the 
operations of the tanks that got ashore and their coordi­
nation with the infantry were excellent in spite of the 
restricted maneuver space. 

As shown in this action anything can happen in 
an amphibious landing. Therefore, plans must be 
flexible; tank crews must be well briefed on the opera­
tion and must expect and react promptly to the unex­
pected. Junior leaders must be quick to size up chang­
ing situations and take the necessary action. Only by 
aggressive, intelligent action on the part of all leaders 
can order come out of the confusion that will always 
exist during the early stages of a heavily opposed 
landing. 

* 
,},. 

*;-.\ 

AN AMPHIBIOUS TANK BATTALION IN ACTION 

The following 3CCOUllt is by the J1attalioll Commal/der 
of the Amphibious Tank Battalion which supported the 
attack on SAIPA:"i. It illustrate~ the variety of missions 
assigned to the amphibious tanks and their terrain 
limitations. 

Terrain Difficulties "Company B, in support of the first 
battalion of one Marine regiment to get ashore, was to pass 
through the town of CIIARAN KANOA and move to the 0-1 • 
line about 2,000 yards inland (see sketch). It cp­
pro ached the beach under small-arms and artillery fire .. and mounted the reef about 800 yards from shore. While 
crossing the reef, the cOlllpany lost two vehicles, one being 
swamped, the other failing mechanically. While moving 
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inland, Company B temporarily lost two other vchicles 
which were hung on stumps or hogged in shell holes. 

"The Best-Laid Plans--" "The plan was to pass 
through the town in linc of platoon columns, resUlning till' 

company line formation and continuing to the 0-1 line ovcr 
the open ground just outside of the town. Howen'I', lJ1o;.;t 
of the ground bcyond thc town consisted of ricc paddies. 
Vve found it impossible to cross thcse fielus of soft mud 
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with our amphibious tanks, which promptly 'bellied down' 
and lost traction. The company therefore proceeded to 
the 0-1 line in column along the one road leading fr0111 
the town. No enemy· fire was encountered at all while 
passing through CIIARA!'i1 KA:-<OJ\, and, fortunately, only 
,mall-caliber fire was encountered while crossing the open 
ground beyond the town. 

"By about 1000, 13 tanks had arrived on the 0-1 
line, and the company comm:mder was told by the a~sault 
battalion commander to remain there till infantry arrived 
to support him. 

Paddies Impassable "Company A, which supported the 
first battalion of another Marine regiment, approached the 
beach under heavy small-arms and mortar fire, mounting 
the rrd ;Ihout flon yards frol11 shore. \Vhik n(lssiJl!~ 11", 
n·d this ('(I/III':llly liad tlin'(' vdlick.s 11!('('h:lllirally di."i1)I(·d 
,III" \\'liil,' 11100'illJ( illLllld rl'(llil 111(' 1)(':1('11 1i;1t! fOlll' otl\('ls 

bllllg- Oil ,stlllliPS of tr('cs. About noo yard., ililand frolll 
the bcach this cOlllpany was stopped by the rice paddies 
to thL' frnllt. Bcing llllablc to filld a way arouIld, it tried 
to infiltrate through; but after having three or four vehicles 
bogged down, the tanks circled the right flank of this 
swamp. Only eight tanks reached the 0-1 line on D-day. 
The others were on the reef, hung on stumps or in ditches, 
or had been destroyed by fire. 

Artillery Fire "Company D, which was supporting the 
first battalion of another NIarine regiment, approached the 
beach under heavy small-arms and mortar fire. It 
mounted the offshore reef, hit the beach, and went inland, 
losing three vehicles on the way. While crossing the open 
ground, this company came under heavy artillery fire from 
enemy positions ncar the 0-1 line and lost two tanks before 

A:\! PH llHOtJS OPERATION" S G:i 

the.,e enemy guns were knock!'d out. By about 1000, 12 
tanks had arrived at the 0··1 line. 

Right Flank Operations "Company C was in support of 
the second battalion .of the same regiment. The right 
platoon, with the aid of an infantry company, was to ][)('\ V f;' 

to the right flank and cle:l.I1 out enemy instZllbtions O !l 

AGIN"CAN" POINT. This platoon partiall y accompli ' hcd its 
lI1i'.,ion but was ordered to withdraw since that grollnd \\' :l 'i 

to be covered by our own air :llld naval gunfire in 
suppression of an enemy counterattack. That platoon 1'('­

mailH'c1 !l('ar the beach :till.! spent the (by ill hdping- tire 
infantry clean out ew.:lll)' pillboxes. Seven of the othel" 
tanks of Company Chad :1rrin:d at the () -1 line by 1000. 

Amphibious Tank Pushes Inland in South PaciHc. 

http:cle:l.I1
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Operations on the 0-1 Line "By 1000 on D-d:cy the bat­
t:1lioll had 40 tanks in defiladed positions on the initial 
beachhead line. They rcmained here supporting the in­
[;\J1try throughout thc day. By 1800 the battalion h:cd 
had about 100 casualties and had 28 operating tanks left. 
Leaving about 12 of thesc tanks on the 0-1 linc to support 
the infantry during thc night thc remainder withdrew to 
the beach for refueling and resupply. 

D Plus Operations "On D+ 1 the companies, with what 
tanks they had operating, returned to the front lines and 
supported the infantry attacks. Until D + 11 the amphibi. 
ous tanks continued to support the attacks of the infantry, 
leading the attacks when land tanks were not available, 
operating with the land tanks, or supporting the Jand tanks 
by (ire and following tlwm at about 1,:iOO yank J)l1rillf~ 
tltis tillW, it W:IS necessary to rl~(lrgallizl' the battalioll into 
thn'I' provisioll:d ("(\IIIP;\Ilil'S, k""pill:~ two Oil tlli' lilll' ("011­

stantly and olle in the bnttalion bivouac to re~t the men 
and rehabilitate the vehicles. 

Maintenance "On D+ 2 the battalion rear echelon came 
ashore and a bivouac area was established. All disabled 
vehicles were gathered and taken to the bivouac area for 
repair or for salvage of usable parts. On D + 3 the com­
panies were placed uncler battalion control and daily two 
of them 'were attached to the two assault regiments. 

Cleaning Out Caves "During the final phase, amphibious 
tanks were used from the water to help the infantry clean 
out caves along the shore line and as an encouragement for.. 
the civilians to surrender. The battalion was released from 
combat on D+ 12." 

A,! l' I rTlIIOU S OPERATION S 

AMPHIBIOUS MISCELLANY 

Learn to Swim "The soldier mllSt learn to swim to en:chle 
him to cross rivers at 
night. It is likely that 
many river crossings 
in face of resistance 
will be madc under 
cover of darknes<;. 
The terror of water ill 
thc clark to a non· 
swimmer is defcating." 

Many of our future operations will be amphibious. 

The advantage a good swimmer has in this type oper­

I 

ation is obvious. '" I 

)~* '* Pointers on Unloading N;I\'Y reports Oil acti(lns in tlw 
MARS lIALLS state: "If jeeps and other small gasoline-driven 
truck~ arc loaded backward, on the boats so that the)' must 
be backed out onto the beach, there will be fewer cases 
of 'drowning out.' The drivers have to back out slo\\"ly 
and cannot gun the engines as they invariably clo when 
headed out. 

"A double drum winch taken to the beach wa, found 
to b~ very useful in unloading boat~, especially those con­
taining palleti7.ed cargo." 

* * * 

Inter-Com System on Amphibious Tractor Second Lieu­
tenant Albert SjJindel, Amj;hibiolls TTaclor Battalion, S.\1­
PAN, reported the following method of tractor inter-com­

http:palleti7.ed
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munication: "When our earphones became defective be­
calise of contact with snit-water spray, many of the tractor 
crews constructcd two lights on the dashboards of their 
tractors and installed a switch which cOtlld be operated 
by the crew commander in the rear. To signal the driver 
to steer to the right, the crew commander would switch on 
the lig-h t on the right of the dashboard; to steer to the left, 
the left light \vas turned on; to go ahead, both lights were 
hlinked; to stop the tractor, both lights were switched on 
sim uIt;mcously." 

'* '* '* 

NEW METHOD OF REVIVING DROWNED PERSONNEL 

Eve's Method A drowned man who has been uncon­
sciolls ror ;1S Illany ;IS [l }"'1Ir5 11I;IY 1)(' n'\'in'd hy ;r 11,(,;11­
111('111 );II(IWII a,s "\0:\'1'\" 111I'11i(,<I. 'I'll!' 11'1';1111]('11(, wliich i,s 

dl's('l'ilwd ill ""ir-SI';] 1{('sl'l](, llidlt-till:' .Il1ly I !)'I'1. h:l.s \)('['11 

t('sll'd hy British Naval Authoritil's, 

Basic Principle "If a man's bocly is tilted with his head 
downwards, the contents of his abdomen slide down to­
wards his head and press on his diaphragm, forcing air out 

of his lungs. If he is then tilted feet clown, the contents 
of the belly slide down towards the feet, pulling the dia­
phragm down and sucking air into the lungs. So if he is 
tilted to and fro, his breathing will be automatically done 
for him. 

Assistants Necessary "The help of one or two other 
men is required, and if they do not know what to do, you 
must be prepared to tell them. 

The System "When a man requires artificial respiration: 

A;\lPHIBIOUS OPERATIO:-:S 

"1. Begin Schafer's method (normal method of resus­
citation) at once. 

"2. Send someone to fetch a litter with a blanket on it. 
"3. Place patient face dowl1 011 the litter a1ld continuc; 

Schafer's method whilc the man is fixed to prevcnt his 
slipping during rocking. This is best dOlle by bandagin,~ 
his wrists and ankles to the hand!C's of the stretcher O\'e1' 

plenty of l;adding. An alternate method is to pbcc r()lx'" 
around his body and the litter jmt above and below hi, 
buttocks. 

"'I,. ~{("allwhilc a light rope is secured to ;1 hamlllock 
hool.;:. Deck space is cleared all around. 

"5. The \iW~r is lifted to waist height and the rope is 
passed below and thc:1 made fast to the !ll'xt h;:1ll1110ck 
lion1\. '1'''11 1I0\\, 11;1\'(' III(' lilll'l' n',1 ill:': w;III ;h 111;<1<11<­
011 ;11(1(11' (d 1'01"'. (Noll': On 1:llId IW<I 11'1'1",1 I" (i i,','1 

;'11,11 ' \ willi 11]('1'''111' li"d Il('t\\(,(,1I 1111'111 1;111 1)(' 11 ,,,,11 .) 

"G. Ikgill tilling' 1111' litle'J' 1<1 :lIld ii'll . 
"7. C()vcr the patient with warm blal1kets. 

"8. Continue the se(~saw rocking <.!.t thl: l'<1te or 12 timc, 
a minute until normal breathing returns. This has bC'en 
known to occur after 8 hours. ' The only certain sign of 
death that may be accepted as finnl by first aid personnel 
is rigor mortis-the stifTening of the muscles of the body 
that occurs after death. Rocking must therefoJ'e go on for 
8 hours, until rigor mortis is preSl'llt, or until a medical 
officer says that the man is dead. III order to prevent the 
litter from slipping on the rope, a pair of nail, should be 
hammered into the underside of the litter bars on cad! side. 
Thi, must be done before the man is pbced on the litter. 

Practice "This method is easy. But do not expect to be 
able to do it without practice. Just as you must p!":1cticc 
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Schafer's mcthod, so you mUst prZlcticc rigg ing- the litter 
and rhythmicZllly carrying out the sees a\\' mO\'C!llent~. 

"Although you l1lU~t not W,istC tirr.~ in ch;1l1ging over 
to Eve's mcth0d of :1rtifici~d re~piration, you mu~t Eot 

panic about it-it i~ far bcttn to 'pend thc short, but nl'Ct:s­

,:!ry, time in getting thc man to a place where you can 
\\'ork, ,!nc! then . with the help of others, perform Ev('''' 
lnethod there, th an to cnry on Sch;lfer\ llIr:t!lOd 0:] the 
fir.,t Jlal surface you can find. 

Advontogcs "Thnc arc Il1~Jr.y practical adv::tIltag(" of 
Eve's m~;thod. AllY untrained man can a~sist ;1fter watc11­
inS' for only a fcl\' momcnt, and pick up the rhytllm. Thu s 

it Gm be h'pt IIp for m:.my hnurs with umki1!cd help. Since 
rccovery has t;.lken pbce after 8 hours of uncon"cioume~s, 
work Hlllst bc contillucd for that timc. \Vith scvcr;11 c~s ­

l!;i1til'S ;tllrl lI~illg S('liafn's Ill<'ti1oc!, lhis ll1ay be illl)lrt"ibk, 
for it illv()iv('.s the \\,jlCllC'-till1e dTorts of many trailll'd lJwn 

:tnd their reliefs. In contra.,t Z1ny novice can rock a jitter. 
"The \J{':td down po.',ition Z1llows ::tny water in tlw h!II !;! S 

to rlIl1 out; :t1~() \\'cl dotllC'S can be taken ofT aue! \I:rnll 

h!ankeh pu~ 011 (and when nccc'Sary fint :riel C:lll be:' given 
to wounds and burns of thc trunk) -without disturbing the 
:l1tificial rc~piration, whereas >Hch trcr,tmcnt would inter­

i fere ~crio~lsly with the Schafer mcthod. A],o: ~:\'C'~ 

1 	 11lttllOd canl10t do :II~)' lI:tl'ln ~l!r11 as m:ly be GlllSl·d by 
rough lIse of Sch:tfer',., 111ethod; fer ex:tmple, bn:isi11g tllC 
content> of the abdomen, or fr;lcturing a rib by too S'lTa t I 	 pI'!"ssurc," 

A SHORE-TO-SHORE '*OPERATION* '* 

Landing Mission Colonel Alarion Carson, Cavalr,)', Ob­

server, SWPA: "During thc operations of the 15t Cave,lry 
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Divi~ion on Los i'lEGROS I.';LAXD thc phil callcd for a lanG­

ing in the vicinity of PAI'lT.\LAI (see ~kdCh). The missioll 
\\'as to be the cstabli,hmcnt of a l.wachhrad that coidd 
cover thc crossiug of a full cavalry sqll~lcir()n from PORI,AKA 

to PM'ITALAI. The beachhead \I'as to be .'lIfficiently bJ'~c 
to perrr:i t stocking of supplics for the uni t. 

Only a 	 Few Boots Available "Only four canvas hoats 

(3-111an) and thrce small ruhber 1m:1t' (:')-I'n:1n) wCr(' 

a\·aila1)Je. Thc a~sault \I'as then·fort: lirnitL'd to a ca\·a lt 
r ifll phtooll. Tlli, was to be foJ!()\\'(·cJ by a rifle troop, 

Field artilkry al1d JllOrt:1l'S Wt:I'L' to ftll ni~h p n'paratory 

fire;;: and, reinforced by 37-rnm ~md he:\\'y JIl;Jchinc-guli 
units, \\'erc to support tire cmssin;.( :1:1d the 1l10\·Cl1lc·l!t 

inland. 

Preparatory and Supporting Fires "At 1Hj a battalio:1 
of field artillery started firing a conccntration on the 
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objective. This was lifted at 1155 and the 60-mm and 
81-mm mortars fired concentrations. At 1200 the rdn­
forced rifle platoon started the crossing. The mortar, 
ceased firing as ~oon as the boats moved out. Four .50­
caliber machine guns, four 37-mm guns, and eight heavy 
machine guns opened fire frolll the near shore on probable 
enemy positions in the objective area. Four of the ma­
chine guns fired over the crossing force, but the bulk of 
the machine guns and tile 37-111111 guns were elnplaced on 
both flanks of the ncar-shore beach. 

The Crossing "The pbtoon landed without casualties, 
but suffered some from isobted enemy snipers during the 
advance inland. The boats returned to the ncar shore 
iIJIIJJ('dialdy :111(1 sl:lrt"d f'·,.,.yillJ-; 11l!' troop. TIy l·inn :lll 

'·II~':ill<·t · r :1.,s:I\!l( ho:Jt Iud h"C(lliW :Iv:lil:lhl,· :1n<l :l d:IIII:l g,'d 

('II('1I1Y Il;lq~\ ' fOlllld Oil (llC far shore 11:111 hl'l'll rqJ:lircd alld 

placed in OjJLT:llion. Tht' troop, with its supplies, had 
crQS~ed and reached its objective by 1620 with only two 
casualties, both wounded, 

"Later information showed that there had been about 
50 Japanese soldiers in the area seized. Practically all 
werc killed. Our losscs were one officer and cne enbted 
man killed, three officers and one enlisted man wounded." 

A landing against opposition may produce higher 
casualties among the officers than in a normal attack 
which is preceded by proper reconnaissance. The ob­
scurity of the situation on the beach requires that all 
commanders be. forward and necessitates the physical 
leading of units by junior officers. Without physical 
leadership. the attainment of the objeciive v,ill be de· 
layed and casualties in all ranks Vlill be heavy. 

PERIMETER DEFENSE 

Inf1lllCllion Repor( 1'1'0111 L ~ ;-;'\FI'I: 1l'1.\lW, SW 1';\: ""'i i ~lll 

a((ack~ by the J:lpa!ll'~c are till' l'uit- r;llhl'l' tl1:1ll (Ill' ('\('( 'P­

tioll. Invariably, they will attempt to infiltr,ltc our linc.~ 

at night to attack artillery positions and dismpt COtl!llllll:i­

cations. On M.O\NUS ISLA!'ll our :llntnunition carriers 
found Japs walking beside them between tile gun pO"itions 
:llld the ammunition dump. One officer sleeping in a ham­
mock within the defensive pcrill1etn \\'a, hacked to dc'ath 
by innl tra ting .Ta panese. 

Warning Devices "If possihk, sufficient barbed \\'ire 
should be brought in on D-(l:Iy to enable troops to install 
at least a single apron around the dc:fen,e perimeter, thus 
greatly reducing surprise by infiltration. Tin cans hung 
from a string tied to the wire will give ~uffici el1 t \\'amir.g 
of approach of the encmy. Dooby traps of any sort placed 
at least 35 yards outside of the dcfel1 ' e perimeter arc effec­
tive. It has been found that such measures reduce pro­

73 



74 co:o.mAT LESSONS ~O. ::; 

Warning Devices Allow Our Troops to Get More Rest. 

miscuous ni ,~ht firing by our troops and allow them to get 
more rest. 

"/\ Fi.,ld i\l'lill.'I'v J\;III:dioll took the III(,t;dli(' I'lids of 

ciO\'I'lk:,f ;l1ll1ll1l1litioll hlllldl,'s, IlIillllS till' (,Ollt:lilH'I',";, holt,'d 

tlll'lIl tllgl'llll'r with th(' long ('('liln iJolt, anti :.;tfL'wed theJJl 
at r:lndolll OVIT an area about I () yards in d"pth alld ]:) 
to 20 yards ill fmllt of the gullS. Appl'O:tchillg ell(,)IIY trip­
ped over these pieces of metal, giving our troops adequate 
warning of their presence. 

"Infiltration of enemy can be greatly reduced by care­
ful coordination in establishing c1cfensivt.: perimeters. This 
alone will prevent many c:lsualties." 

* * * 
Use Alternate Positions Second Licutenant L. M. Stand­
ridge, Platoon Leader, In/aI/try Wea/iOns Com/wny, 43rd 

Division, SWPA: "The Japanese go to great trouble to single 
Out and de~troy machine guns. As a platoon moved for­
ward, the J apanc,se would generally pull back, leaving 
observers for the purpose of determining the location of 
the machine guns. Becau,se of these observers, it was im­

.' 
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possible to keep' the machine-gun emplacements from being 
loca ted. To guard against attacks by J a pal1l:se patrols 
after dark, we would set up the machir:e gU!) at 0:1e place, 
and then immediately after dark the gun would be moved 
to another prepared location. When the J apanc<;e would 
attack the position during the night they would encounter 
only riflemen and would not succeed in c!cstroyi!1g t!le 
object of their attack." 

* i~ 1;{ 

4.2-lncl1 Mortars Lil'lIlcllalll CoTolleT W. fl. Shimollc/;, 
4.'2-inch Chcmical lvlorlar Battalion Commandc/', SOUTH 

P,\CIFIC: "In the BOtTGAINVILL£ area we have selected, pre­
pared, and rang('d in for pos,iblc usc 26 positions which 
"(lI'I'/' IIII' I'lltil'l' 1"'I'illll'l"1' of tl,,' 111';1<'/1111':111. I )lllill~~ till' 

l'I'I'('lIt J:tl' allal'k..; \\'t. h:ld (0 \IS,' l(i or (1t"IlI, At IlIII' tilll(' 

w,' had Ed, llIilL's of wire laid. :llld 111:liIII:liIlCd :111 of it :tt 
the front ill dense jllngle terrain. It I\'a~ a lot of \l'ol'k, 
but it surely paid divic\emk 

"\Ve have had practically no amlllunitioll fUllctionir:g 
troubles. On one occasioll, however, while wc were estab­
lishing a smoke screcn with \VP on a hot afternoon, the 
shells tumbled badly even though they had been stored on 
elld at the 1IIOrtar position. Since thcll we keep V,iP ullder 
" double-decked roof when no nntul':l1 "hade is :1\·ai!able. 

"Damage to our mortars has b ("l' n l1{'gIigiblc, and has 
resulted chiefly from a failure to follow instructions. Sev­
eral tie rods anel hooks were broken because too mall)' 
sand bags were used on the standard in an attempt to 
stabilize the mortars in loose' ground. Some forks were 
bcnt by failing to provide good substantial footings for the 
base plate. When the base pbte sinks from repeated fir­
ings, it is better to pry it out and refill the' holc so as to t:1kc 
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advantage of the packing accomplished by the previous 
firing. 

"We emplace the six mortars in the platoon to cover 
! ' equal segments of a 600-mil sector, with stakes out for a 

similar sector on each flank. This permits the quick mass­
ing of three mortars anywhere in the sector, except on the 
extreme flanks. In this jungle work, it saves time to make 
up some tall aiming stakes." 

*
* * 
Artillerymen Need Infantry Training First Lieutenant 
lHeluin C. J\1ollroe, Field Artillery, SWPA: "In each cam­
paign we have been in, the artillery has been placed in 
position from Y2 to 2 miles behind the infantry front lines. 
I t has been entirely up to us to provide our own local 
security from .Tapane"t: "ttack~. Wt' we),t: off by ollrsdv('s, 
a!H1 ollr ~11Il positions weI'!' :l.~sa\lItt~d repeatedly . 'VI' had 
to 111:111 tlllr OWIl ddt'IISL'S, set lip otlr uwn outposts, :llld 

nlll otlr own patrols. We fclt that more knowledge of . 
applicable infantry procedure would have been a decided 
advantage. An artilleryman should understand scouting 
and patrolling, organization of offensive and defensive 
positions, terrain appreciation, and squad tactics. The 
men should be schooled particularly in the usc of machine 
guns, mortars, grenades, and land mines. By this I do 
not mean an 'appreciation' course in which each member 
of the machine-gun section fires 10 rounds and then 
marches off having learned nothing else about the gun." 

* * * 
Interpreter on Night Patrols Canadian Army Observer in 
POA: "Because of our tendency to stop action, set up a 
perimeter defense, dig foxholes, and stop all activity before 
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dusk, the Japs apparently do not estab!ish a nlgllt defcn~c 
line. They continue with preparation of meal" il1lpro\'c­
Illent of their defenses, and movement of ammllnition and 
supplies, all quite noisily. In view of this noisiness of the 
Japs, some information might be obtair.ed if a person able 
to understand Japanese accompar.ied the patrols." 

1:r* * 
Jcp Artillery Tactics Colol/el Ii. D. H orris, U. S. M arille 
Cor/IS, SWPA: "On occasion, Jap artillery would register 
\\'ith one or two rounds on a- target just prior to darkm'~~ . 

About 2 hours later they would open up Oil this registration 
point with everything the)' had. !'.Ior:ll: I\{o\"t' CP's aftr.:r 
d:ukness if the enemy has registered on them." 

..J,?i::r "f( h 

OM Security in SWPA Crl/'Ifli ll ,\I f/II ill r:. (;/I'"IT, 

<llfarlall/lIsler Cur/,.I·. )"('JI(I)"lt'd IlJlt l 1l his rl'llll"ll I"nll11 S\Vl'.\, 
WIH.'I"l' he had iJet'1I with all illf:Jlltn' divi,ioll Q"l t'(llllpall:' : 
"Listening Po, t.~ were used habitu:llly in SWPA :I)"ound 
dumps, supply points, and bi\'ouac areas. RO:ld blocks 
'Nere seldom used, because no roads existed in the are :1., 
in which we operated. \Ve usu:llly pbced four guards on 
listening posts, with one sleeping at a time. Each listening 
po,t ( there \\"cre usually aboLl t 12 ) was COlllll:<: tl'ci to the 
QM CP by tcicphone. ';Valking ~rn tric~ invite d isaster i:1 
jungles." 

** * SCOUTING AND PATROLLING 

Ambush in the Jungle From a Parachute Regiment , 
NOE:'-II'OOR ISLA:'I:D, comes this account of how an alert 
patrol leader foiled a Jap ambush. 

http:obtair.ed
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"Captain Smith's patrol, a reinforced platoon, had 
marched about 2,000 yards when they encountered three 
unarmed enemy who indicated a desire to surrender. 
When the rear scout of the patrol took cover, the Japs ran 
into the bush, whereupon the patrol leader immediately 
became smpicious. He sent a reconnaissance party about 
75 yards to the front. This party ran into Nambu 
machine-gun and rifle fire. At the same time the rear of 
the column was fired on by heavy machinc guns and 
riflemen. 

"The patrol was thrown into all-around dcfcme and 
ordered to dig in. The Japs kept up heavy intermittent 
but inefl"ectivc fire from 1700 to about 2000. 

"At about 2000 they started dropping grenades and 
more fire into the area and kept it up until midnight. 
Dllrill~ tIl(' lJi~lit they attempted to infiltrate the p()~ition 

without suen:s,. At dayhreak they withdrew after firing 
several Illachille-gull bmsts to cover their withdrawal. The 
patrol then returned to the CP without further incident. 

"The pntrol had two killed and one wounded and 
these in the initial phase of the action. Captain Smith 
estimated that he was surrounded by about 100 Japs. He 
also noticed that the Nip fire was on a fixed line but too 
high to be effective. Twenty-one Japs were killed in this 
action." 

Immediate action by the patrol leader in this case 
probably saved the patrol many casualties. Jungle 
patrols regardless of their size must take such forma­
tion that they can protect themselves immediately from 
attack. Of course, the idea is always to find the enemy 
before he finds you, but as this is not always possible 
in the jungle, adopt a formation that will minimize the 
effect of surprise attack from any direction. 

JU:\fGLE OPERATIOl\"S 

Scout Dog Leads a Patrol Through the Jungl~. 

Jungle Patrol Hints Ca/Jtl/in Johll C. Carlc.)·. 8-2.. J72th 
Cavalry, SWPA: "Scouting becnllle a fine :lI't in my unit. 
Two factor~ contributed to our success; the first was reli­
gious observance of the rules laid dO~\'n in the field manual 
'Scouting and Patrolling'; and the second was a set of rules 
we worked out based on jungle conditions. They are as 

follows: 
"Friendly nati\"Cs are im'aluahlc as scouts. Send one 

or more with the patrol when pos,ible. School all junior 
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officers so that they can understand and can make them­
selves understood by the natives. 

"When an officer goes out on patrol with enlisted men, 
he should be the lead man at least half the time, rotating 
with the enlisted men. 

"Two submachine guns and two rifles or carbines 
provide a good distribution of arms for a four-man patrol, 
which is the size we prefer. A submachine gun should 
always lead. 

"1\ four-man patrol returning from a mission can often 
facilitate its withdrawal under enemy pressure by engaging 
the enemy with brief, well-aimed fire. The patrol should 
then break contact and return. 

"It must be proved by demonstration to every man 
who is likely to do recollllaissancc patrolling that the jungle 
is fl'i('lldly :lllcl will help hilll (Ill his JIIissioll." 

I 
I
I. * * "* 

He Learned the Hard Way An Infantry Platoon Leader 
of the Americal Division, in discussing ambush tactics by 

I patrols states: "We had an outpost of five Japs completely 
surrounded by our patrol of 69 men. They were armed 
but not aware of us. We covered them with three BAR's 
and three rifles, intending to shoot their Icgs from under 
thcm on my signal in order to take them prisoner. Mcan­
while we pl,{ced four more BAR's covering the front and 
the right and left flanks, The TOROKINA RIVER was to our 
rear, which was protccted by riflemen. vVe hcld three 
BAR's in reserve. 

"This all-around defense looked good; we were sure 
of success. I trained my sights on the buttocks of a Jap 
officer who was sitting on the ground with a rifle across his 
lap, I whistled sharply and shot and woundcd him as he 
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turned his head. The BAR's opened fire, killing- three and 
wounding one, who died later on the stretcher going in. 
The wounded officer feigned death but ciwrged as I ap­
proached. One squirt of a BAR ripped him open and 
felled him for keeps. The stret(;her bearers \yerc called 
up to remove the wounded Jap and I gc!Ve orders to pull 
out. 

"Then disaster struck. Threc light machine guns 
opened up from our direct front, wounding three mcn im­
mediately. Two who were slightly wounded got out, but 
the other was hit in the abdomen and pinned down by 
grazing fire. Several new men had jumped into foxholes 
and were crouched so low they could not sec out. Every­
one made it back to srlfety cxcrpt thr one wOllndcd \llall 

:llid III)' l"l11111!'1', wh" could llot be foulld alld did !lot all ' ''',,\, 

0111' (':dl s, Tllt'l'I' \\,;IS so lll\l('h (,(Hlfllsjoll tlt;d dwckillf': III<' 
l1lell was dilTicu[t. 

"I used Illy GO-mIn mortar to .,iiencc the Nip's machine 
guns, and then with our BAR's and rifles built up a strong 
firc line. Under heavy covering firc, thc woundcd man 
was rcscued and placed on a stretchcr. Hc bled profuscly 
and died as we returned to our lincs. It was then dis­
covered that four other men werc missing; however, with 
the eHeption of one they turned tip thc IIcxt day, From 
this illcident I learned to push se(;urity out as far as 
possible before striking, cvcn whcn wc hm'c the ambmhed 
force surrounded," 

This point is now covered in paragraph 145a (5), 
page 143, FM 21-75; this officer had to learn it the hard 
way. 

'** * 
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JUNGLE POINTERS 

Hot Carbine The following information was ohtained 
from wounded Marine officers who were evacuated from 

SAIPAN: "Some flamethro\\'er operator" strapped or wired 
the nozzle of the flamethro\\'er on the left side of a carbine 
barrel. This enabled the operator to have 15 shots im­
mediately available after the flame fuel \vas exhau"ted." 

~ ..(7­
'> 

.f"7.-.. 'it.'" 
.S 
o Jungle Litter Because of the difficulty of carrying tite
tJl 

;j 
o heavy issue litter in jungle operations, Caillain Thomas l-f. 


c:Q SICl'cns, A11:dical Corps, Rc[!imn/./al Surgeon of Ilu: S03d 
o ~ Parachute Infantry, NOE,!FOOR ISLAKD, recommend.',: 

§ "The use of a strip of canvas, the size of an army cot. with 
..£l loo"s ;"()Jl.'-~ til!' silks thrnlll':11 wlli('h p"l('s (';111 1)(' im(,l'lt'd . 
p.. 

to be us('d fol' jllllgh' e\'acuation in li('\1 (If tlw ('lIll1ll1'1'S(l111!'>­
..0 all(l heavy i~~\l(' littcr.'· 
~ 

.S! 
"E '* i~ '*~ 

'mtJl 


<lI Tonks in the Jungle On several occasions in the ARAWE, 

o TOE:lI, and NOElI1FOOR operations, tanks have been useda> 
tJl vcry successfully in the reduction of machine-gun em­
~ placements, rifle positions, and ca\·cs. In one casc, a 37­E-< 

111m gun which was well dug in at thc hase of a large trec 
was knocked out, along with se\'cral machine guns and 
some 35 Japs, at a cost to us of one officer. Tanks are kept 
in a protected area until strong' opposition is encountcred. 

The tank commander is brought forward to make a foot 
reconnaissance of the ground O\'er which he is to move, 
while his tanks follow. At least one squad ·of riOcmen is 
assigned to go forward with each tank. This squad must 
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stay up with the tank, ready to pick off enemy who may 
try to attack it with explosives. 

"One of the problems encountered in working with 
tanks is the difficulty of communication between the man 
on the ground and the tank commander. To overcome 
this, very limited objectives :ue selected. To reduce an 
area containing several strong emplacements may require 
a number of small coordinated attacks." 

* * * S URMA NOTES 

"Merriil's Marauders" An American force in Burma, 
popularly known as "i\1erriII's Maraudcrs," picked up quite 
a bit of information oe the Japs and how to work against 
them during their <:ctions in NORTH BUlO'IA. Hcre arc 
some of the main points passed on. 

Animal Transport "When ordered to get animals off a 
trail quickly, take them off in pairs-they go better and 
don't bray so much. 

Nisei for Combat Intelligence "Some of the most valu­
able men in our outfit were the Nisei Japanese inte:preters, 
not back with battalion and regimcntal headquarters, but 
up with a platoon in contact on the perimeter. The Japs 
talk loudly sometimes before attack. On several occasions 
the Japanese interpreters told us exactly what the Japs 
were shouting and enabled us to get set for an attack from 
a certain direction. Once an interpreter caused the J aps 

• to attack into a trap by shouting orders to rhelll. 

Recognition of Foot Prints "It is easy to teach a man to 
look for different types of shoe prints on a trail. On two 
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occasions, a suspicious-looki:1g shoe print caused us to sur­
prise the Jap,;, whereas if Vie hadn't noticed it they probably 
would have surprised us. 
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"Loolc for Different Types of Shoe Prints." 

Cellophane Bags for Maps "flc-xiblc cellophane i>:lg;s 
to carry your rnaps are invaluable. The top of YOllr helmet 
is a good spot for mosquito head net and the map you arc 
using. 

Map for Every Soldier "Some simple map should be pro­
vided for every ~olC!il'r, not onl\' for possihl e usc in case he 
becomes lost but to orient him on the situation. 

Jap Ambush "One of our patrols took a route a previous 
patrol hac! us('d and wa'; amhushed. The .laps arc cagey­
they will follow a patrol sometimes for long cli~tances, then 
set an ambush in case it comes out ~:gain. 

Keep Your Eyes Open "The thire! b:lttalion's lead scouts 
wcre cautiously moving up thr trail ncar 'VESt: GA when a 
.lap patrol opened fire 011 thelll from the opposite side of 
a small open field. The lead scout feil to the ground, and 
the Japs, thinking he was killed, rmhecl forward. The 
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scout raised up and fired a full magazine from his tommy 
gun, killing two .laps :lIlct putting five others to flight, and 
the thirct battalion moved on. 

Ding How ".lap~ will do anything they can think of to 
entice our soldiers into a trap. Frequently the Japs shout 
'Ding How,' which arc the words Chinese often usc to 
idcn tify themselves to U. S. troops. The terms is equiva­

lent to our 'OK.' 

Dogs ".Taps ofte11 usc dogs to attract fire ""hich will reveal 
the positions of our automatic weapom. If pos,iblc, U. S. 
troop> should withhold fire from dogs. 

Tree Bursts "Jap" aim their mortar and artillery shells 
at trees ncar our troop". ""hen a shell strikes a trec, thc 
fraglllellt, arc <.kOcctl'(l downward rather tllan upw:nd :1nu 
~ideward, which is the fragllll'lIt pattern when a ~hell ex­
plode:: on contact with the ground. Therefore our troops 
~hollld not build foxholes near or under big trcC's. 

Improvising IllJnks in the Jungle-----------, 

Corporal FmnJ: L. },[orris stated that members of 
his squad Ic:uned from Gburka soldiers how to im­
provise dry, above-ground sleeping pallets in the 

'jungic. The llll'thod is :IS [O]JllWS: Bailihoo poll'S 7 
feet long :1re ii:1ttL-ncd out and bshed together to 
m~ke :1 pallet -1 fret in "vidth, Strings or t1bers frolll 
the bamboo itself arc IlSccl to bind the flattened strips 
together, Stakes 2 f(,et long, to which the corners 
of the pallet are lashed, hold it well above the jungle 
floor. SheltC'r h:1lve~ :1nd blankets are used on the 
pallets for w,1rmth and protection ag,\inst rain, 

8iJUNGLE OP£RATIO:--:S 

Camouflage "Replacements should be taug-ht that it is 
not good practic<' to cut out a firing hne in front of their 
foxholes or positions, bec:1use the recent removal of e\'ell 
a little brush or vegetation is ea,il)' spotted by the J aps 
with the result th:1t the position is discovered. 

* * Withdrawal Across A River *Under Attack Major johll 
jOlles, Observer l.dth Merrill's Afarau dcr,;, reports the fol­
hwing: "Six hundred yards north 0: \\',\LI\\\ 'BU:lI, Licu­
tcnaut \Yeston's intelligence ,ll1d reconnaissa!lce platoon 
bega!! taking a heavy pounding from .Tap lllortar, just ,Iftel' 
cbyligllt, At Oi30 he was attacked from the 11 f.)rth; at 
10:;0 from the northeast; :1 little later from the northwl'st. 
The Jap:mcse l'\isci intcrprct t~ r with Licuten;:\l1t Weston 
heard tIll' J :tp order., for :lttack ,It dilrel'cnt point" ancl his 
warnings enabled LieuteJlant \Vl'stO!l to shift :1lltolll:ttic 
weapons to the points of attack. By 1100 Lil'ut(,ll:lllt 
\\'eston was sllrrollnded 011 three ,ide:, by sl!lwrior forCl''; 
of Japs and :thuost out of aJl1lllUllitiu:1, The J;1]J kllce­
Itlortar fire \\,:IS e1m,e am] very accurate. 

"The comba t te:11TI commander decided to \\,ithdraw the 
piatoon immediately, He told Lieutenant Weston by 

radio to witliclr:1w uncler th(' C-O\'cr or ;\ '<j\l:tcl 011 tIl(' ,outh 
ri\'~r b~lllk ;\lld a ~lItukL: harrage Uil t!lL .l;)P p O!'i it inns (J \ '!' l'~ 

looking the river. \\'l'stC1n hac! hi, 1l~ ~~ 11 take oIl' their uu­
der,hirts ::mcl put tlH'tll on the ri\'e r b:111k to lllark the 
fbnks of the pbce \l'ilCre they wcre goin~ to cross, so the 
squad on the opposite bank could covc-r tilL'Ill, Then he 
calleel for smoke and started withdrawing a fel\' of his men 
to the river hank. lett ing thell1 infiitratc ano,s under the 
protective fire of the BAR's 0:1 tilt.: oppo,;ite b:1~:k. 

"The J :1p~ had anticipated thi, withdrawal and h~ld 
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placed two Narnbus (light machine guns) rW;ll' the hank. 
Thc BAR'~ opened on them, however, and the i'\ambus 

~' F - didn't fire more than 10 shot.s at the men withdrawing. 
One of Lieutenant ,'\Teston's snipers, Chief Janis, a full­
blooded American Indian.. picked off five Jap~ who hac!~r ~ \~~ ~ ~ crcpt to the rivcr bank and were firing from do'.c range 

»<) rf at the infiltrating mcmbcrs of the platoon. A few men
((;1 ~ ......J 

from each sidc of thc pcrimeter withdrew at a time. BARl7ov~_.r-· • 
~--;;", ,~ h \,).­ amI TOlllllly-gun men werc last. The Jap., were throwing

\ fA \, ~""C=-; , 
mortar fire at the perimeter all tIll' till1e."~·"""' {,~··: V ~ --;.: ~ 

"The first fOllr mcn to ero.'" carried litters, madc ofI 1 t ·-· , ·· "C jaekct~ stretched on bamhoo poles. on which they carried 
two badly wounded comrade,. ,"hcll they reachcd the~~"'~0:Jr;~xir(}

'..I .\ ,>.. " ,.J' : , ) \ r-( opposite bank, the ::vfedic, took the wounrlecl anc! <In:.', eel
J .;: '~ ::CHIN S. ) f (~ ' " V~ ~ r their wound, evell though bullet> W (,l'e flyillg about ;1l1d~ ~\£:.-.: . 1"~ l,\ftt, ~ .... :" - t '. -') '{ mortar shells were bursting- in thc \\':lter 10 to 20 yards'.. . C , ~~j-" " r.

t ., ~ '~I, :' ..... '. 'j 
.. C . '. ' It away.
\ -~'~ .f'\.· .... >.' I~.j
.... "~~. I ' \ . , "Lieutenant \Vestol! was the last man t(l l'1'(l,S thl' 

.~'~ Q '~ .[-.l
'\~ ~ . , . river. The withdrawal was a Sllccess IWCallSl' or a pt'l'krllv,... . ..\ ~% ,r--~ . . ~;~~h. 

coordillated pian. Ci(lllllllllllic:llions hy SCR <)(10 radio. ~ I'::"'~ :' . 
, ~AF,SJ.::v:, ....~'0" INT).\ '>y" h:ld been maintained all the l~lll!'.'· 

MAINCKWAN..:: ',,'-- l,,1', J 

* f-?..../~3 " '<"'" ~~ ...../ * 
A Marauder Operation Major Gn/era! Frallk D. Afcrl'i!! 

ADVANCE . ;" / '~" ""} " - t))~ 
MARAUDERS' (. ..j"" ., ~{n..S./ '.': 

gi\'(~g the following account of one of the operations of hi, 
I N KUM~~\ '~:( ~""'ALAVIi3U:~ "?vbrallclers" in BTTR:lL\: "'rIle' Chinese kId for some time 

b~('n carrying out operalion~ again.st the- Jap fortified posi­NORTH SURMA. .J--;•. \ ;'}!'>~J \~,\)''''h:./:r1 ;. , tions, as shown on the sketch. Th c J ap, j";:ld been there;;-' ~-. '" . II t" 
for about 18 months and were du g in jJ"ctty ~trongly. i\S~ . .~ I _~~~ 
the Chinese were having difficulty \\'ith t!le-ir operation, it 

£r';! !- , ~ was decided to send us in to ::!ssist them. I'Ve made a long 
march around the J ap~mesr: right Dank to A, where we 

t::'y ~C/'Lt (to! " U,Bo 

pullcd a feint. Lcaving 40 mounted men at A to do plenty 

~;-~~~~------~~~..----~--------~~~~~~~~~~~~~__~__-.__~_~ . J • _~z:::zcc:z J 
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of firing to deceive the Japs, the main body went on, mak­
ing a 26-mile march to B, where we engaged the enemy in 
a big fight, successfully accomplishing our mission. We 
blocked two roads and all adjacent trails, 

"We had guite a stroke of luck at point C, where we 
tapped the main Jap telephone lines and listened in on 
their orders. The japs ordered a withdrawal across the 
river and 18 hours later started crossing in the vicinity of 
D, My three battalions were between Band C, while the 
bulk of the Jap division was coming south to cross the river. 
At one point on the river where the japs were crossing, 
we had 36 mac:hine guns sited on them; you can imagille 
the slaughter at that spot, The water in that area actually 
'ran red.' 

"I was weak in men, but my bigg~~t difTiculty W:1' in 
tryillg to 1I1;lIl1'tI\,('/" tll(l~(' 1 had, l'vly 1I1t'll \\'('1'(' so tircd 

tlt;l! T ('ouldll'( 11I:\llI'll\,('1' tlH'llI ;1S T \\';11111'(1. 'V,, cotlld 
havc dOlle twice a~ good a job here with mounted troops, 
As it was, we had to be content with the job we had 
already done, which wasn't bad. Although some japs 
escaped southwest of D we got about 4,500 in this engage­
ment-in one small area we counted 435 bodies." 

'\ 

* * * 
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