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Introdllction 


Our Armies in Europe have 1\'on their victory. Vet· 
crans of the campaigns in North Africa un? Europe are 
now joining forces with the veterans of the Pacific for the 
.final [I!'s[ll1lt a~ainst Japan. They are eominl! to grips 
will! 11 foe quite dilTerellt from the Gerll1an soldier, differ· 
ent as an individual fighting man and c1iffermt in the 
tactics emplo)'l'll. EVl'f1 the 1Il0st eXl'ericlIccd soillier of 
the European battlefields will have much to leal'll. 

\Ve must now bring to bear against the Japunese all 
the experience we have gained in every theater. The 
suggestions maue in "Combat Lessons" are (lrawll from 
such experience. ~ince, to be effoeth'e, they must reach 

the soldier promptly, publication is not delayed to illsure 
Ihat Ilwy alwuy~ rc'pr('~('lIt tile Iltortlll;.\hly C\i;!;(·!'I(·t\ yi('"s 

of tiIe War Department. 
The great combat lesson learned from every operation 

is the importance of leadership. Our equipment, our 
supply, and a\)o,'o all, our men, arc splendid. Aggres. 
sive and determined leadership is the priceless factor 
which inspires a command and upon which all success in 
battle depenus. It is responsible for succes,; or failure . 
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Prepared from combat reports alld published b)' direc­
tion of tire Chief of Slall hy Operations Divisioll in 
collaboralioll lI .' ilh ollter /)iuisiolls oftlte IVar De/wrtm.cllt 
General StaD. Arm.y GrOUlld Forces, Army Air Forces, 
and Army Service Forces. Photos by U. S. Army Signal 
Curps furnished hy Am/.)' Pictorial Service. Cartoons by 
JUajor Carl R. Giegerich. 

Contriblltions fro/ll readers are invited either in the 
form uf suilllbll' IIIlIlt'rial or .wt;geslio//s for fUlnre i.~.wes. 
Cllrn~s/){)//dc//('I' SlrllUIt! he addressed 10 the Comhat 
Allalysis SI·/ ·Iio//. ()/){'l'IIlioIIS IJil!isioll, If/lr IJ/'fillrll/l/'//I 
Ge//{'f'1I1 SlaD, I/'/I.~hillglou :!.'i, I). C. Nequesls for extra 
cO/Ii/'s should lie IIIlIde Ihrough regular di.~tribuliOIl 
challll/·ls. 

AAF' (lO); ACF (10); ASF flO); T of Opns (10); AAF Comds 
(2); Arm & Sv Bd (2); Dcf COllld (2); Tech Sv (2); SvC 
(10); An'u A SvC (2); PC&S (1); Cen & Sp Sv Sell (0); 
US:'IIA (20 ) ; HOTC (1); A (10); CHQ (10); D (2); n (2), 
H (2); 5 HII (2); Bn (2) ; C (2); AF (2); W (2); G (2); 
S (2); ~. (21. 

HeflT tu F:'vI 21-6 for l'xplanation uf di,trillliliun formula. 
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Responsible Noncoms-the Officer's Mainstay 
Field officcrs cOllstantly empha!iize the importance of 

Iloncoms who actually share thc contlllnndcr's o\'I~r·al1 

rl':-pomdhility for tlil! troops atld fully perforlll their fum> 
lion of :-upcr\'i~illg their unils. Liel/tel/allt Cololld f<:dsoll 
Schull, Ballaliull Commal/tier, 1st Armored Divisio// . 
lIlilkes this strong COllllllent: "Rcsponsihility for the men 
undcr them must bc forced upon NCO's 10 thc fullest 
extent. This statement is a platitudc, but in my opinion, 
failurc to hold to it has becn a common wcakness altlollg 
American troops. 

"The fault often lics with the ofTicers. Officers fail to 
delegatc rcsponsibilities to NCO's and to refluirc that 
1\CO':; meet them specifically. Thc platoon leader rails 
10 hold his squad Icadcrs or tank conltllanclcrs fully rc­
sJlotlsiblc for thc appropriate instruction and di~ciplillc 
of the men undcr thcir command. 

"If the platoon leadcr discovcrcd, for cxample, that 
Private Dlank has been sleeping for a \reek undcr a tom 
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Hf'll ..l,ollld b,· raised through clulllllt'k 

mo:-qllilo Lar, it i~ prol.nble that tlIP. plntoon leadC'r will 
di~l'iplilln Privnte Blallk-but much h·ss probalJlc thnt he 

will take the eYcn murc important slC'p of dcmandin,!i to 
kllow what the talJk cOllnnander or squad le-aaer has been 
doing to eorrc~et thr. deficiency. III 1'horl. the platoon 
leader doC's Ilot fully appreciate why the NCO is wearing 
th(J~c chevrolls. 

"Many examples of such encouragement of NCO laxity 
could be cited 1mt one is sufficiellt. Anyone exalllple 
is trivial in it~elf, I,ut the totnl aC('llJlluiatiCJlI is r~j>oll~il,lc 
for HllICh of the I!ricf that 1H',,('ts organi~atiol\ eom­
lllallder~. NCO laxity ill re"pollsihility result~ in a 
flilidalllC'lItal oJ"j..(allizatiolJal \\ cakll t!'1s . 

"This lnxily is ~ol1lctill1cS aggravated hy an insidious 
tendency to charge officers with duties which should h:1\'c 

been assigned to an NCO. Such l1lala!"sip;nrncllt further 
sabotages tfw proper <I('\'('IOPIl1('lIt of NCO's." 

Ins/ead 0/ rcsisting the tendellCY to assign officers NCO 

dut£es, some officers vollllltarily per/arm the noncom's job 
while the latter "stallds arOllnd with his teeth in his 
mouth." Not ollly rioes such action cause the elliisted 
lIlen to lose respect for the nOllcom, but it rnalres the 
noncom feel like a ".fifth wheel" or a "hal/ger-on." The 
net result is a total ahsence 0/ 1\,CO supervision alld con­
trol with the officers trying to do all the work. 

Place Responsibility Where It Belongs 

Colonel Charlcs If. Yu,ill, an illfantry regimelltal com­
mander, says: "It is absolutely necessary that NCO's be 
required to assume the responsibilities delegated to them. 
Platoon, company, and battalion commanders hn\"e more 
than enough to do 'fighting their outfits.' Any time 
spent in worrying about or performing NCO duties tends 
to decrease the combat .efficicncy of the offieer and of 
the organization." 

The (rifle) squad leader is respollsihlc Jor the dis­
cipline, ap[learalLce, trailling, control, alld condllct, of his 
squad. /Ie leads it in combat. Under the platoon 
I(wller's direction, the sqll(ltl leader arral/ges for feeding 
!tis men, ellforces proper obsrrt'ance af rules 0/ personal 
hygiene (lnd sanitlltioll, requircs that 1('ea[)()lIS ant! eqnifJ­
mcnt be kcpt cleall and ilL serviceahfe condition , and 
checks and reports on the ammllnition supply n'ithin his 
squad." (FlU 7-10, Par. 1L13.) 

Continue'S Culonel Yuill: "Mistakes can be expected 
from anyone but repetition of the same mistake cannot 
he tuleratC'd. In a military organ i;-;atioll , the leadrr who 

fails must be replaced." 

Responsihility Devdops Leadership Initiutive 

The feeling of personal respon~ibjlity for his men is 
clearly evidenced in this statement hy Techllical Sergeallt 

6i.i4~:J4·-4(j--2 
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Breilla.rd, 330111. Infa./ltry: "When the situation permits, 
get the men out of thL·ir fox holes and have them move 
around a bit. Let them contact olher members of the 

. squad. Hm'e them oberve shell holes in the area so 
that they realize enemy nre wasn't as close nor as COli' 

celIlratcd as the)' may have thought. It pays to relieve 
bailie tension in Ihis way." 

The ability 10 sClLse the men's needs, and the initiative 
a.1Id resourcefulness to suppL)' those needs cannot develop 
ill all NCO whose rI~sp(JIIsil)/1it)' is not .firml)' fixed (/lit! 

who depends upon some higher oIJicer for ronti1lc 
illslrucl iOlls. 

Plaloo1l Lcadcrship vs. NCO Efficiellcy 

Orders Must n(~ Clear 

I\;CO dlicit'llI')' alld "'I";1fl ncco1llplis]mwlll al'(~ Illnt!'rinlly 
",·dIlITd \l'lrl~11 I'lIl1il);11 Ilrd,-rs fnil III gil'l' rill! illflll'lllali"l1 

"JIII/ioT oj]ic('rs o!trrr ('o1llpliCfIte OTd(,T ,~." 

-1­

and to specify clearly each assignment. S(!ys an Okinawa 
report: "Junior officers orLen com plicate combat orders. 
They forget about intermediate objcdiYes \\'hich should 
be the next terrain featurc, \\'helher it l)c a hilL road, or 
an edge of a rice paddy. They neglect to tell each squad 
specifically what to do. They take 011 Ihe respoll:;ibilitic5 
of i\CO's and scouts and lhel\' fillding it impossible to 
remain eontinllollsly in a COlIlrol position, cm;ourage 
bunching which results in neerllc,,~ casualties. 

Lea.lers Are Not Scouts 

"Inone regimellt, fivc platoon leaders were killcd he· 
cause their seouls were not out. The platoon leader must 
realize that he is not a seoul and that if he nllempts 10 

do that work, il will be at the expense of his control 

responsihility. 
"llIl'ari;d.\y. \I'lli'll Iryill:.~ I" .Ill Ill<'ir "11'11 "I'''lllilt;::. III<' 

1'(111111)11 II-ad,-rs 1I111111't'd IIlt'ir ""l'porl s'l";III;: III !',I-I 11111 

dllse 10 IIII' 1'-;lIlill;.\ "'I"ads alld Ihlls ";lI'rifil'l·t! lilt' 
pial'H)II's 1l1<1IH'uv,-rahil it y." 

,.. 
.) 
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T eamwork ~ 
. . . 

.-. ---~ :'~'"'i 

Currt'n t operations puint to thc incrc:lsing cm plo)'l1lcnl 
of tIll' slllal! inf:llltr),.lank It'am in a role reqllirillg tllt~ 
closest cooperation and the ultimatc in mutual support. 
Ht'cl'lIt r('ports !3tn~~;; tire need for the soulld trailling of 
each imlivi<lual ill his OWll and his unit's share of the 
job and for bcttcr ullder~tanclil1g of the cooperating unit's 
IT~pol1~iJ,ilities, capal,ilities, and Iilllitatiow;. Joillt train. 
illl! which "ill i! (' \'clop tealll uJlity llIust supplcmellt tct:h. • 
nicaI training if missions are to bc efficiently accomplished 

at minimum cost in lives and time. 


Huilding Team Unity 

A('I{llailltanl'(' Aids Teamwork 

From thc 752d Tallk fla//alion: "Thc tank.infantry 
team must work together from 4,1) to 72 hOllrs at a mini. 
mum hefore it can hopc to operate smoothly. It takes 
time to lcarn how the other unit docs things and expects 
you to do them. 

6 

"When thc tank.infantry commanders (including com· 
pany commanders and staffs) know each other, they can 
work togethcr much more cfficiently than they can as 
strangers." 

An Okinawa report advocatcs personal contact betwcen 
the membcrs of the infantry. tank team: "In addition to 
technical training before embarking upon this mission, 
onc rcgiment had tankers bivouac in thc infantry area 
wllilc some of its own 111cn were sent to bivouac with thc 
tankcrs. This hclped to promotc closer tcamwork 
through discussions, understanding, and fricndship." 

A Tank Ride Helps Doughhoy Morale 

Says the flallalion Commander of the 175th Infantr,),: 
"To lIJake him realizc thc limitl'd vi~ion an(1 field of fire 
alHl the dosed-off f('('lillg of thc tallker", cH~ryillfalltry-

Knowledge giL"!!s confidence. 
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· ,I 	 man should he given a ride in a bullolled-up tank_ One 

slIch rille docs a lot to ('oLlI1teracltll!' ill [antnlllllll'S dread 

of a tank allack amI to increase his faith in his 0\\,11 

ahility to r('si~t tank<' 

Tanh-Illfalltry Team Plays 

States a report froll! the 752d Tall!.' Ballalioll __ "At cer­

tain times the burden of carrying the attack must, bc­

calise o[ the terrain and the situation, fall on the infantry_ 

At other times, the tanks are best qualified to bear the 

brunt of the allaek_ Both units must know this and learn 

to recognize the situations in which one or thc other 
unit should lead_" 

The foHowing extracts from field reports describe team 

plays lIsed hy some tank-infantry units in speeifie sit­
ualioll><, 

-III (;\'11\"'111 

Frolll a :/6/11. Ill/Illllry IJivision training IIWIllOJ'!UHIIIIlI: 
"\VlwII in fantry and tanks are 1I~(~(1 tog('[l\('r, tI\(' tallk~' 

primary targets are ellemy machine gUlls and riflemell, 

Tallks will also make paths through wire and anti­

personnel mines and hreak up any counterattaek ••• 

"If infantry cloes not eome up with tanks within a 
reasonable time, a section or more of tanks should be 

sent back to investigate, The delay will usually have 

he('1l cauf'ed by ellemy l\IG's previously overlooked by the 
tan ks," 

From the XXIV Corps 011 LEYTE: "Infantrymen'must 

protect the tanks by fire to prevent the enemy from am­

bushing the tanks_ Ground distance between tanks and 

infantry is dependent upon the ability of the infantry to 
cover the tanks by eIIective fire." 

B 

o 
I 
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"[n!1lI1trymC/l 1Il1l"t pro/,!c/ //zt' tanks by fire, , -" 

-At Night 

From the 19/s" Tallk nallalion: "Whcn working wilh 
infalliry at Ilii!,ht, 11ll' tanks ",holild folio\\' tlll~ illfalllr~', 
'1'111' 1:1111;, 1.lnlllllll "':Idl'l' or IIII' 1:1111- I'lntllllll t'1'I',',I'i1I1I. 

hOIl'!'\'I'r. sholild nel\'lllll'!' 1111 foot wilh t1w It'adillC!. (,1,1'­

1II('IIt5 of the in[alltry. Theil, kllowillg Ihe loeatioll o[ 

ollr OWII illfantry_ he can quickly brillg lip the tallks 

when tank targets are located," .. 
-In Woods 

From the 77411£ Tanle Battalioll: "We gained surpri~e 
in using our light tanks with infantry in woods by having 
the tanks follow the infantry from phase line to phase lille, 

WIH'1l resistancc was met, the tanks wOllltl go up qllickly 
(\\'ith guides) and spray enemy positions \\'ith callister 

and ,30-calibcr machine-gun fire_ One section of tanks 

was assigned to each assault rifle company. Mine re­
movers moved just behind the infantry and cleared routes 

for the tanks. The infantrymen checked all clearings 

for antitank positions. 
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"When possible, the tanks moved off the trails and 
covered one another. On each tank the bow gunner COY' 
ered the area to the lelt, and the coaxial gunner coyered 
the area to the right. 

"Two infantrymcn rode each tank; one was an auto· 
matie rifleman and the other manned the tank anti· 
aircraft gun. Both carried grenades and used the turret 
for protection. It was found best to assign a definite 
field of fire to eaeh. 

"Four mines an(l fuzes to be used by the infantry for 
local protection were carried in each tank." 

-In Heavy Undergrowth 

A report from Headqu.artcrs XIV Corps includes these 
eOlllments on target designation: "Jap pillboxes are usually 
extrellleir well hidden and tanks are almost blind ill thick 
v('gl'laliun or uJld r rgrowth. For these reasons, prime 
considcration should be given to target designation. Tank 
obstacles as well as tarl-(cls should be designated to the 
tank cOlllmaJ1(ler by the infantry squad leader whenever 
p()~sihle. 

"Tracer fire proved. U1lsatisfaetory for designating tar­
gets to the tanks. The hest method was the usc of red 
or violet smoke grenades. The full·charge grenade pro· 
duces too much smoke and obscures the target. How­
ever, if thc fuze is ulI::,crc\\'cd frolll thc grenade and half 
tho charge remoyed, an adequate amount of smokc will 
l)l~ prcHluc(·(l." 

"l{ifle projection of the grenade is desirahle for longer 
T1l11ges. Best results (lrc obtained by arm ing the grcnnde 
before firing as this will then givc a trail of smoke to the 
target." 

10 

-Against Tank Stalkers 

A G-2 on Okinawa comments as follows: "Infantry 
must be trained to work with the tank so that the Jap is 
killed be/ore he reaches the tank. The Jap has a nasty 
habit of running up to tanks with satchel charges, banga. 
lore torpedoes, or antitank mines and attempting to stay 
with the tank until both tank and J ap arc destroyed. If he 
is not killed before he gets to a halted tank, the damage to 
the tank is usually assured. This is especially true when 

tanks arc employed in villages and towns." 

-When a Tank Is Disabled 

Says Colonel C. B. DeVore, 1st Armored Division: "In 
the event a tank becomes a casualty, the infantry should 

protect it until it can be evacuated. 
"Thc crew of a disabled tank should continue 10 render 

fire slIpport as IOIl~ as its armDIIICllt f\l\letioll~ .:t!Hl its am· 

lJlunition la~ts." 

~\~ .../., 


/1I/Ulllrrm f'/1 slruuld fl'o/('c/ di.<llb/('d IIIl1hs. 

1':i4;1:-~·tO _- -4G--:: 
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~ I: Common Errors That Impair Teamwork 
I' 
I From the 36th Inlantry Division: "Platoon and squad 

. I', lrader~ frequently forget during allacks tbat tanks are 
"upporling them. 

"lnfalltry leaders frequently go to a tauk commandcr 
and tf'll him all (~Ilellly mach inc gun if' holdin~ them up 
hut call give 110 idea of its location. Evell gi\'in~ four or 
!i\'c possiLle locations helps the tanks to reduce such a 
target. 

"Lack of commullication bctwccn tanks and front·line 
infantry often makes real coordination ill1pos~ible. (See 
p. 16.) 

"Timc for tank rcconnaissance and orders if' often not 
provicl(xl. 

" Failurc to usc enough tankg sOllletillIes redu ces the 
crredi\"(,Il(,~f; of thc cornl,ined assault. 

"Tallk tilllirlity is frcqll!'lILly I!ncouragecl. Tanks lllu~1 
exped losses as do the rifl emcn." 

"Failure to give tanks tlte completc plan of maneuver 
relluccs the eJTectivene!"i~ of tank support. 

.:\\:~. :. 

• I 
""F(lilllT(~ to gil."f! ttlnh ... lIlt! plait of rn(1I1('ltl:er • . 

]2 

Thirl/ [)id~ioll doughboys riel.! 10 the /rOIlI. 

Tec1miqlw of 1'ransporting Infantry on Tllllhs 

Load Allocation 

Says Lieutenant Colo/lel Kinne, 781st TOllk Bat/alion, 
aftcr working with six infantry c1ivisiol1~ eluring Europeall 
campaigns: "In all infantry mission, a maximum of 10 
Illen may be carricd. 

"It is imperative that before mounting the infantry, 
thorough plan!; arc made by tllc infantry COlllllWlldcrs alld 
tank commanclcrs " 'ho arc to ricle together. It is the duty 
of the infantry eOllllllallder to mount infantry personnel ill 
slich nHlIJnCr as to preserve unit tadi("al jntcgrit~ · , 'fhi!' 

insures that no time is lost in organizing for combat after 

di"l11ounting. 
"Heavy-wc~lpons units as well as riflemen may be 

transported. A complete machine.gull or mortar crew 

with weapon can be carried on a tank. 

1 :~ 



What Tanks May Expect From the Infantry 

"On the march. t~lTIks provide thcir own security by 
pointing some of their turret weapons in each direction. 

"The infantry ridillt( these tallks can greatly aid the 
security of the column hy mailltaining watch o,'cr the 

same terrai11 covered hy thc tank gun. This is very 

important since the tanker~' visiJrility is gencrally poor. 
"At a haIL, thc infantry (li~1llou11ts aud takcs up sccu­

rity posItIons. 'I'm) infuntrymen from each tank patrol 

at a distance. and the others provide dosc·in sccurity. 
"On arrival in tIle vi c illity o{ the objective, the tanks 

will halt and take up alI·round (Idensc positiuns. The 

infantry wi]] dis11101l11t and lea\'c a "mall number of mcn 
for tank protel'liun; tIll' remainder proceed with reCOll­

lIaissHncc. When contact is Illade, thc tanks preparc to 
support Iltl' infantry on call. 

Diseil'line on Mal'ch 

"Mounting and tli~ll1ountillg arc on tank COl11ll1ancler's 
ord('l" ollly; lIpon c()lllin~ ulldn fire, tanb will take up 
prcarranged road-1I1arch p()sition~ amI tll(· infantl:Y will 
di~llIollnt alit! [OrIlI lo('al sl'cllrity. 

"All men 11111:'<t hold un to the rope or the tank. Tllcy 

must not hung on 10 a110ther rider for support. 
"Men Illu,.::t not ~moke on tanks. Fire hazard is yery 

gn -al. 

"\\,1)(,11 goi1lg Ihrolli.dl \I'(lod('d tntil" or road". k('('p 

eyl''' If) the fro1lt to ayoid bei1lg IlI"llsll l'" oJT hy hra1lelll's." .. 
OrWl1li::atiol1 of the C((ptured Croulld 

From the XIV Corps in the Pacific: "When the final 

ohjectiye i8 reached, the tanks should halt and fire with 
all :I\-ailahle weapons at definitc targets or places of 

11· 

likely enemy approach or concealll1ent. Thc infantry 

squads of the two forward platoons as well as the company 

support platoon, should immediately push forward to the 
rcar and flanks of the tank line and construct a defensive 

position. (See sketch.) 

.r;.-, . 
~~ 

~ 
.~ -' 

..... . ~ 
It..~ 

"If the attack formation has employed a company of 
tanks with a company of infantry (i. r., thrce infantry­
tank teums ill line or in echeloned line), n re~erve rein­

forced eOl11p:my of infantry llIust he moved forward to 
cOII~truct the ddc1Isiv(! positiolls. This po~itiu1l gilOultl 

follow stal1llard infantry procedure of emplacillg auto­
matic weapons and mortars, of organizing the ground, 

di~~ill~ ill , alitl Plltting out protective wires. Pn'pared 
COIIC1!rtillas lila), he carricll i11to actio II U1l till' rear dccks 

of support tanb Lecauso tillle is too short for apron 
. fClIce>' to bc cOllstructed. No gUII~ ~holll(1 he clllplaced 

llor wire laid in the lanes made by the tanks as they 

,,(IYHII('('d ill the allaek. 
"After the defensive position is organized, the tanks and 

their protecting squads should withdraw via the ori/Xinal 
routes of ad,-ance. In turning to withdraw, all tanks 

15 
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should tum to tlte rightabout if possible. A standard pro.I~ cedure like this etlable~ tlte proteclin~ squads to clear the 
I danger space without cOtlfll~i()tl and sulm..·(lllent loss oft 

till1e. Tanks un l1'ithrlr'1\l'ing llJust reverse their turrets 
and keep them trained in the direction of the enemy be. 
eallS(~ ellelllY AT gum; sil(:lIced during the action may he 
remanlled ill time to fire on the withdrawing tanks. 

"After the tallks have withdrawn, the lanes should b(' 
dosed by eoneertill8 wire, and further preparations made 

to repel ellenl), counterattack. Special attention IIIUSt be 
given to strengttH'tling the flanks of the salient. Infantrv 
must investigate all groulHl within the salient and !'earch 
all positions for enemy personnel. Heaps of enemy rl(~U(1 
should be investigated to insure that 11OI1e are feigning 
death." 

III f filiI ry-Tfill'" (;0111111"" i,.", iOll S 

-Bc'l \\'C'C'I\ I hc' I.I'llcI I' 1'1'4 

"Il('('alls() tIl(: illfalltry squud leader fUfllislH's infOl'llla. 
tioll ",!ridl din'('ts tlH~ fire and lII(JV('II1Cllt of his SlIPPOr( 

tank, eOll1nlllnication betwcell hillJ and the tank GOl11l11aJHl­
ers must he contillllOIlS and reliable," states a XIV Corps 
training melllorandum. 

I 

"~'Iany meallS of communication were tried, but the one 
which workl'o IH'st under fire was the EEgA td(~ph(Jne 
adapted for illfantry-tunk employment. An EESA tek­
pholle i:-; pJaerd inside the tank turret. Also in the turret. 
at a place ('a~il)' vi~i"I(~ to the: tallk C:OIllIII(\IJller, is strapp(~d 
a f('gulalion lIa~lrli~ht. A 20-fuot Ien~th of four-stra\l(1 

electric cable is laid froll1 the telepllolH' box inside the 
turret and extended down ill rcar of tire tank. All EE8A 
telephone handSd is C'olllleclrd to the end of the cahle. 
The bulter[)y switch on the llandset is modified so that 
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when pressed it completes a circuit through one channel of 
the cable, lights the flashlight, and attracts the attelltion of 
the tank commander, Telephon(: eOllvcrsationis thcn held 

over another challnel of the cable, the tdephones being 

wired for that eITect. With this telepholle setup, the squad 

leader has only to carry thc handset to be able to com· 
lIlunicate readily with the tank eommallder, The telc­
phone must not be strapped to the rear of the tank, for 

encmy fire will destroy it." 

-lly Modified Rudio 

Reported by the E:reCllll:ve Officer, 330lh Infantry, 3d 
Battalion: "Satisfactory .infantry-tank cOll1!ntmicatiol1 was 

achieved by modifying and installing SCR-536's in the 
tanks. Removal of a bolt from the top of thc turret pro­
vided a hole for the aptrnl1a. J\ short piece of rubher 
I",,,,, \\":1 ,_ pi:(('('c\ :lroll!((lll\(' (wrial til )'("'P il [rllll' F, rol!l!dill;~ 

0111. 'I'll!' rilclio ~I'b \I"J'(' Illndifj"" ";0 tlral 11i(' Illok ( '0111­

IIlalld(~r cOllld lIS(! a thruat lIIicroplr"lJ(' alld ('otlld (JIlI'ral(' 

til!' s\l'itl'lr \I'itl! all illlpr()viscd e.\lell~joll." 

-Prearranged Signal 

From a British Infantry source: "When cooperating with 
tallks, we devise visual signals easily uncler~tood by the 
tankers. Tin hats raised on rines illdieatc our po~itiol1s 
wlwlI t:lllb are approachillg frol1l tire 1'('ar to joill II". i\ 
singl,~ soldier approaching a tank with his headgear or 
other distinctive item on a weapon indicates: "Stop, I want 

to talk to you." A red V cry light illdicatcs tire presence 
of antitallk gUliS, and the direction ill which it is fired indi­

cates their location. A greell Very light fired in the Jirec­

tioll of an enemy machine gun indicates its locati,)!], and 
,,1,,0 serves as a requl'st to Ill(' tallk to kllock it Ollt. i\ 
white Very light fired at the tank signals: "Cease Fire:' 
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The Medical Badge is awarded "only to those who are 

daily sharing with the infantry the hozards and hardships 

of combat." Comparable to the Combat Infantry Badge, 

it come into being in answer to the dOlfghboy's demand 

for formal recognition of the medic who stands by when 

the chips are down - a fighting man's salute for a non. 
(oUIIHII0I11 will) ri·.~·. Ilj·, own liro ,hul lIlh"I" muy li\lf'!. 

A young private wos seriously wounded and completely 

buried by an artillery burst in the hedge directly over his 

foxhole. Two medics iumped from their foxholes, ron 

through the fire·raked field, ignored the shells crashing 

close around them, dug out the wounded man with their 

hands, and administered first aid. 

In the darkness, a glimmer of whi!e- the aid man ' s signal 

for location of wounded. In the deep shell ·hole rescuers 

found on unconscious infantryman and, slumped over him, 

a medical private, one arm in a bloody sling. The medic 

had tied bock his useless arm, dragged the soldier to 

cover, applied bandages, and odmini~tered plasma. By th~ 

li~Jht (.f "'''''"Y ~I",II !.JUt ,t" tlou 11.,,,1,,· 11l1l1 dVllo Iti, W,)I k. 

MG fire turn..,d bock the rincnlcl1 who tried to rcoch the 

wounded men. Theil all aid mon tried - and was critically 

wounded. Another medic crawled through 50 yards of MG 

fire to treat his companion and continued toward the 

. hapless infantrymen. Heavy fire knocked off his helmet, 

shattered his 'hip, and splintered his orm, b:.lt he dragged 

the men to cover, administered first aid, and crawled beck 

to find cover for himself ... When his buddy calls, the 

medic gets there . 



37·m", glrll fiTt-s OIt OkillaWIl ('(we .'. 
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Notes from Ol{inawa 


As our troops approach the J ap mainland, certain 
phases of combat in the Pacific are undergoing marked 
change. Most evident is the increased emphasis upon 
employment of infalitry a~sault teams-a change necessi· 
tated by the ineffectiveness of our artillcry, air, and naval 
hOlllbardll1cnt against the type of Jap fortifications now 
being encountered. 

The followini; extracts from a report by Lieutenant 
Coloncl R. C. Williams, Jr., an observer on Okinawa, 
point out the rcasons for this changing emphasis and 
stress the need for continuation of seGurity mea!'oUfl:"; 
d,·\·,·I"I"·" dllrill,~ II ... jllllr~I,' 1'11:ls,' of lIlt' I'II .. ili,· 11';11' • 

.lap 1)1'f'1'lHiI'~ Oil Okillllwa 

"The JUjl dd(~Il:-;ivo positiolls 011 Okillawa cOIl~i:-;ted of 
caves alld tlllllwls dug into the sides of It ill HIa";~CS. The 
caves were at varying levels, some at the base, some half­
way up, and some at the summits. Some tunnels were 
100 or 200 feet in length. Weapons, including AT guns, 
were fired from camoullaged positions in the entranccs. 
Entrances were protcctcd by wire and mines. 

"In addition, the J aps had built pillboxcs so that the 
hills on all sides werc dotted with gun positions, well dug­
in and camouflaged, often connected and mutually sup­
porting. Therc was very little dead space in the Japs' 
defensive fire plan. 

"Our tanks usually couldn't rush or approach the 
entrances bccnu!'e of the mines and AT fire. 

"Our air strikes and artillery fire did only minor dam· 
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age; the Japs holed up during the bombing or shelling, 
dragging their weapons in after them, and then reap· 
peared when the bombardment stopped. 

Smull Unit Tactics Succeed 

"The only soluLioll was assault by small infantry units 
who could work up Lo the enLrances by fire and movement 
and eiLher clear or seal the caves. The laLter method was 
found to be quicker, less dangerous, and more eerLain. 

"The nee('~siLy for tIl(" assault in fantrymen to know 

demoliLions becullle very evident. 

Alertness-More Important Than Evm' 

"During the approach and a~sault, alertness on the part 
of the riflemen paid dividends not only in security but 
also in the location of targets. 

"Ilifl,'''to'" ~h"\lI" I... nl"l'l \\'Iw" 1I1,,\'ill:~ ill IIH ~ vi,·.illily 
of grlll'l'yards, IlIlId.:-;, 1"1'\'1'1:-;, or vilulls. Till'}' shollld he 
:1I"'I"ai"",d lI'ilh IIII' I~ I)('S or '·"IIII'I" .. il-'; 111I::llI'd ill IIII' 

parLi(,ular opI!raLiolial nn:n, Tl1l' valllt" 011 Okiliall'lI \\'I're 
formidable defensive p()sitioll~. 

., 

"Riflemen should be alert Ilear graveyards, 
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Spotting the Pillhoxes 

"For pillbox locations, the Japs usually scIeet locations 
at the bases of large trees. Most of the pillboxcs arc wdl 
camouflaged by growing grass and weeds. They are low 
but the firing sl its arc quite wide. The rifleman should 
observe closely the bases of large trees as he advances, so 
Lhat he can pick out these pillboxes. 

Weapoll Employment 

"Durin~ aggressive drives in which our troops had Lo 
euL Lhrough and around the I!nemy, our LMG's and BAR's 
were used well up front while the Hl\IG's were employed 
for DUlik protection. In small attacks by platoons and com­
panies, HMG's should provide support whenever possible. 

l\'i~J'1 P"\'iIllC"l"I'H ""I'II~'H N"I""""llI'" 

"1'1'lillll'I"I:-' \\,,'1'\' d,' :< i;~lIl'd III illl:II ' il, 1',", .i1l1l:d,'li;~, lilill: .:, 
hilL iL ~I'I'IIIS LhaL Jap llll'tllOd~ or llighL fighting nlllkl~ the 
)JI~rin\('L('r a Ill ~;;irablc {I'attlre of our lIi;;hL.<1dcIIS(! phllls 

ill allY sorL of Lerrain. UniLs 011 OkilJawa u~e the nigiJt 
perimeter in most siLuations. All illstallations bat:k to 
and including the corps command post were proyided with 
Lhis security, and assault battalions relied upon elIective 
perimeters to prevent infiltration at night. 

Jap.Proofing Night Perimeters 

"In night perimeters, wire was always strung 3S to 40 
yards in frollt of the outposL~; Lhis prt:vt'IILs the Jap from 
throwing grenades into the perimeLer. Trip Dares \Vorkell 
fine, too. Sixty.millimeter mortar Dares arc also effective 
but they were oftell scarce. The entire wire area wa" 
Looby trapped. Each morning patrols were sent out to 
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look over the area; invariably they would find dead J aps 
in trees, holes, and brnsh inside as wdl as outside the 
peri meter." 

/1/. moving situatiolls, cOllcertilla wire can be carried 011 

organic trnnsportatiol/ and lIsed jor lI'irillg.ill thc perimc(.er 
each night. 

Forestall Jnp Infiltratiuu 

"Jilt) i,,/ill"'I;OIl il!(·ltlli'lltl,-, 

"Jap infiltration techniques, in cOlltrast to their night. 
atta(:k methods, are e/Tec:tive in e\'cry type of terrain and 
r('gardless of where our troops arc located. The enemy 
infiltration units vary ill size from eight or nine mCII to 
a filII corIlJlall),. Art iller), pl)sitions lire e~Jlecially favored 
olJjcctive;; for Jap infiltrations. 

"Platoon and company perim('t(~rs are most ('/Teetiv!'.. ng llinst this danger. 

\Vekome "Banzai" AUa('ks 

"It has been found by all units in the XIVth Corps that 
lire most efficient and least costly way to kill Japs is to 
let them attack at night. The 'Banzai' attack is the ulti­

:!.J. 

mate in Jap-extermination clTieiency. The success of a 
un it here is measured in l.errns of how many J aps it has 
killed, so rather than promote night attacks 011 Ollr part, 
it seems better to set up a good perimeter defense and 
then get the Jap to attack_ The Jap Sf'prn" incapable of 
making a coordinated attack, ancI Iris blind fanutie frenzy 
apparently preYents him from learning from his 0\1'11 

crrors. For example, the J aps attempted a night attack 
against one of our company perimeters and walked into 
our fire lanes; their dead \\ere heaped aile upon the 
olher. A half hour later anuther group atLackcd ill tlip 
same spot mId again was \Viretl out. 

Digging in-First Rule of Sc(~urity 

"The men don't have the 'let'" dig in for the eOllntt'!"­
all'l('k lh:r!':< ~"rc' 10 ,..,1111" allillld,· Ihal lI'a:< of IIITI·""ilv 

"llIplr:r"iz"d ill I':rrrop'·. TIr!')' slrolild alw;r!'" dig ill jllr­
II",eliall'l), IIP"" lakill;'; tlw oIJj'Tliv('.'· 

l//lUloc' litc' jU[JlII/('SC', tl", Gall/lIl1 reac·tct! t.'i()lC/rl/~l' til 
loss oj orgl/l1;;('d groul/d ami ill1'ariably cOl/lltl'ml/ached 
immediately with u:hatevef jorces he cOllld m.usler Oil Ihe 
spot.. Repeater! ullsllccessjul cOlintcrallaclrs a{!,ail/st the 
sallie pos/:tioll were /lot injrcqllent. Future perjormallce 
oj the jap(/I/cse lIIay jol/OIL' the Germal/. palt"rI/. 

Usc S(:Ollts l1nd I"lank GU3n):> 

"Onc pbtoon took the hard way to learn the lrs"on of 
security. The outfit was moving forward late ill the 
afternoon :llong level terrain covered will: high grass, 
preparatory to seLLing up a night perimeler. The platoon 
leader had two squads abreast in a V -formation wilh 
himself at the point of the V. 

"Suddenly two enemy MG's opened up in the rear. 

2;) 
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Three or four men were wounded. Another :MG opened 
up on tlH~ right frollt. The platoon leader grenaded its 
crew and the support squad moved up. The lieutenant 
was wounded and he ordered the platoon sergeaIlt to 
Illove the platoon back. Jlist then the Japs assaulted; 
they bayoneteu aud wounded eight or nine men, includ­

iIlg the lieutenant. The platoon got out. 
"The Hext day the platoon returned and found six 

enemy lvIG's in that area. If the scouts and flank secu­
rity had beell out, they would have discovered these 

machine gUllS. 

Security Provisions Always Pay 

"On another occasion, a lieutenant was moving a 
reinforced patrol of riDe-platoon strength down a trail. 
The terrain was fairly open, He knew thal onc of our 
outfits h~ld h" ['11 tirrou;.';h 111'1"(' ahollt all hour hdore, but 
he still had a good Hank :-ccllrity out ami had his scouts 
well forward. The right.lIan!.; outfit hit what fm;t ap­
]JI'arcd to be 2 01':3 Japs. The men mo\'ed in. wipl'(l out 
that slllall enClllY group, mId then rau into ahout 30 dUI!­

in Jap~, The li l'ulcnant cOlltacted the n· ... l of his COlli· 

pally and e\"l'ntually all the Japs were clealled ollt. This 
su('ce~sful and economical accomplishment resulted from 

sound security practice." 

Nali\'(~ Slw{'ks An~ Sniper Hallgouts 

"I':lIemy slIiper,; oftl'll dug ill ullder the llati\'(' ~h aeks 

fn'qlll'Jllly fOlllld OJI hi~11 grolllld 1)('1\\['['1\ ricl' ]'addil';; , 

Fire frolll :<lwcks that had hel'u ignon'd or carcl l'~s ly 

approaelwrl call.~l't! :<l'veral casllultic:.; bcforr~ the llll'n 

learned to spray thoroughly the lower portions of all the 
!'<lIs l'ct tcd huts, 

Bunching-a Costly Error 

"Officers admit that even experienced combat troops 
bunch up and (rowd their bivouacs, gun positions, and 
defensive positions, This tendency results from the 

Japs' failure to mass their artillery ill previous campaigns. 
In the Okinawa operation, the persistence of the 'bunch­
ing' habit and the Japs' employment of battery fire in 
mass have somctimes beell costly to us. 

JJllrichill?!, Ir(lS SOIll('riuu's !H'('1l (·os:l.~·. 
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Suggestions from 

the Medics 

Notes on Medicine and Sanitation 

From the First In/antry, SWPA: "Officers should carry 
morphine syrettes into action. 

"Every man in the regiment should know how to ad­
minister blood plasma. 

"A patrol with the mission of evacuating casualties for 

2B 

some distance over rugged terrain should includc 12 littcr 
bcarers for each litter case. Thc 2 spare teams of 4 men 
should follow immediately to the rcar of thc littcr. 

"Medical personnel going ashore during the assault 
phasc of an amphibious landing should not attcmpt 10 

carry much equipment, because it will usually be lost or 
destroyed if left on the beach while the medics are tending 
the wounded. 

"Empty cardboard mortar-shell cases are a good solution 
to the problem of defecation and urillation in pillboxes and 
fox holes at night. The ca~es arc leakproof, otlorproof, 
and casily dj!;poseu of on the following morning." 

Lesson foJ' Amho.Jeep Drivers 

From Captain Mark W_ Hughes, a Division Artillery 
Surgeon: "We have jeeps equipped to carry a litter, but it 
ii< a VI!ry rOllhh riel,· anrl ill cold 11'(,:11111'1' llw pHI il'lll c;1I1111ll 

he kl!pl Wllrlll as is 11(·(·I·;;,.;ar), ill Ittosl ('as('s. 1 rC'lllil'l' all 

/It)' dri\'l~r" 10 ride (lll a liller "IraI'lli'd lo a j,"'p jusl to lIe 
sllre Ihal they know Itow Ullcolllforlah!p il is." 

Smoke Scrt~ell for Eva('lwlioll 

Reported hy the 303<1 Medical flaunlion: "The lISC of 
sllluke to screen an e\'acllatioll roule for litter hearers 
was Sl'c(;(;!;!;full), (~Illployed al ltultr\)crg during operations 
Oil the Hoer Hiver hank." 

Ammunition Boxes for Medical Supplies 

From a XIV Corps report: "It is recommended that 
medical suppli('!' he divided and placed ill sniall hox('!:' of a 
size easily carried by one man. These can be empty .30­
or .50-caliber ammunition cases. The boxes should be 
distinctly painted to avoid confusion and to insure quick 
identification. 
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"Break-dom! into small packages lIot only permits easy 

tramportation but also D.\'oids excessive spoilage wllCn 
medical supplies arc opened during a downpour of min." 

A similar sU f!~['"tion Gomes from a regimental surgeon: 
"Empty .30-caliber ammunition boxes makc excellcnt 

waterproof containers for first aid t1res~ings." 

P(lekboarll Uttcr 

At BOCGAF\yIT.T.E_ the Medical Battalion of thc Americal 
])':'/lisioll improvised a buovallt packhoard litter to carl'\' 
paticIlt~ through the jungle by way of streams. 

' 11..'"1'1,,' 1",,:/dJtlllni is ,,/(,,1,- IJllllyllllt i,." Il,,_ I~r outrif.!,f!,I'r Jiules witit 
iiotalillll I,illo/l',' IIulu:l",ri, 

A [llItient i,~ strtlfJ[lccl to tile p(/chbollrd iilter with three 

qllicl.--reiease biTliJings. 

.. 
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Commo Comments 


Ingcnuity has always been thc stock in trade of com­
munications personnel. In Europe and in the Pacific the· 
commos havc displayed their talent by constantly adapt­

ing their equipmellt and thcir teehniquc to meet a variety 
of unprcdictable situations, 

Keeping the Phones in 

Prolceting the \Vil'Cm3n 

Tlte CummaJldillg Officer of thc 2d flallalioTl, 4ISIh 
lll/all/i)' lta~ ~ol\,l'd 11](' prohl"lll of wirl'-l,'am l'J"o[col'[ion 
hy havillM the wire tcalll lIloYe iJl thc ccnl,'r of l'ad! ;]:;­

~alllL ullil: "Thi~ plan lw~ ~I' \cral ~tlh'allln~L"; : it insures 
contilluous c0l11l111wicatioll with the assault unil: it in­
~lIl'rs a!uple protection for tltc wireJJ1en: in night opcr­

ations it prevents wiremen from gelling lost. Since in­
augurating th is practice, we have ncver lost a II irc]J1an 
to l'lIcmy smaII-anns fire," 

The 116th I/I/antry has worked out a formation \I-hich 
(,lJahI('s the win_'mcl! to provid,: tlll'ir 01\'11 protl'dion: 

"Our wire tcaJll~ U8C a dialJ1ond-shaped formation for 
maximum protection on the job, The corporal stays 

out f['(ml, rcconnoitering ;]11d ll1akillg frcqllellt !talt~ to 

look for 8igns of thc enenIy. Thc wire-laying unit fol­
IO\l's next. It consists of a drivcr and jecp and one 111all. 

to lay wire, or of two men equippcd "'ith an rU.-27 reel 
when usc of a jccp is impractical. A fourth man, follow­
ing at about 100 yards, polices, tics, tags, and tests the­
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• wire and acts liS get-away man, When availablc, tll'O 
., acltlitional men arc posted as /lank guards." 

Company D, 201ft In/anlry cut do\\'n casualtics am on,; 
wirclIlcn by adopting thi~ prac:lice: "Our wire-layinp; 

parties play safe by stoppinp; to make \\'ire splices Le­
tll'eell reels while still in defiladed areas, cvell though all 

the wirc on the reel has not yet been used." 

SCrr;c(llll lach FOllnd. ComJlall)' G, tJ.071ft Ill/rurlr)'.. 
figurcd out a safer method of layillg sound-powered telc­
pl:olle lillcs frolll gun positioll to ohservatioll post: "Lcav­
ing the rcel at the gun positioll and tyillg th,! wire tu thi ' 
wireman's belt ulloll' him to movc freely and usc his 

weapon instantly if he has to." 
And a report from OKIi'\'\WA, stressing thc necd for 

iuercasillg wire-team protcction when the situatioll is 
uncertain, includes this comment: "When a unit has s,:t 
III' a ",'ri II 11'1 1'1' ,II,r"II)oI" al lIi;:1I1 :11111 a It'll'l,ltnlll' lilli ' ;'. 'II'~ 

lilli, sI'lIliillg IIldv 11111'111' 1\1'11 1IIf'II 0111 I .. ('111'1"" IIII' 1'1'\,,,1­
is a (,1I"til' ulld fOlllish IIIOV", Wire !calliS sh.. llid alw:I)s 

I)(~ providcd wilh ad"'lualt- prolL'dioll:' 

Protecting the Wire 

The Commanding Gel/eral, 29th In/antry Division sug­
gests thi~ remedy for an ancient ill: "Traffic and heavy 

enerny shellfire frequently tore out the wires that we hud 
laid through streets, This dif1iculty ,nls elilllinated whell 

we brought thc wires togcther at a poillt 200 or 300 yards 
ollti'icl,~ of to\l'1I and cal,l,'cl thorn l,dore hrill~ill~ lhl'lII 
in to the !;witchboard:;." 

The 116th In/alllry digs its lines in. "We lay wire in 

furrows made with an improvised wire plow, The plow 

is pulled by a jeep and makes a furrow 2 iuchcs wide amI 
6 inches deep." 
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Packboard Wire-Laying 

Narrow trails, deep gullies, steep hills, and swamps 
make hand-laying of W-110 wire a difficult, slow, and 
exhau~ting operation_ To assist the harassed wireman, 
three infantry divisions (37th, 41st, and 36th) have de­
veloped a modified DR-4, recl, mounted on £I packboard. 
This arrangement permits one man to lay wire rapidly 
and with both hands free. The 37th Infantry Division 
·deseribes it as follows: "Weld a bearing housing to strap­
iron hraces bolted to a plywood paekboard. Cut an 
HL-27-B axle and fit it into the Learing housing. Then 
place a modified DH-4 reel (made 10 pounds lighter Ly 

Tire wire .•lip.• onlo It/m/ificd IJU-4 U(~r·l. 

:H 

.~'fJIlfJ mun carrie .• a l'r('/t"lll1ld cuil of wire. 

cutting the metal from between the spokes) on the axle. 
At the boltom of the packboard, mount a pike-pole roller 
(>11 a ."wiv(·!. 

"A coil of W·-110 wi!'t', wOllnd 10 Iii III(~ lIIodi/it·d \'t·d, 
i:-l ~Iijll,,'d ollt!) IIII' win' r;II'I'il'l' I ~ I'I' Ii;':. I) :11111 Iltl' 1' 1Ie1 

is 1hn'adt,d through the (tikl,.polt: roller. A St '!'olld l11all 

may carry a prewound coil of win' 011 a!lother packboanl 
to be used whell the fir~t red is expended." 

A /lew standard n:in:-dislicl/scr for la.villE; assault Il'ire 
without reels or equipmellt will he issl/cd SOOll uy the 
Sigl/al Corps. The dispel/SCI' 1('eig"s a.bout 25 pOI/lids 
whell loaded with appro:<imately 3,300 feet of TV-BOC 
wire. Tlte wire is 1I;01l/l(1 Oil t!u: dispcl/sel' so that it call. 
be laid from vehicles moving at speeds up t.o 50 miles per 
honr, fro1l/.liaisoll.l),l'c aircraft. ill flifI,ht. from [lar:!.-s borne 
by /Iw/wtain, ski, or groul/d trotlps, or by ba:;oo /,II 

roc/eels or rifle grenades. Conversatioll OVCT the/eire is 
possible while it. is being laid by rack or vehicle methods. 
PreCOllllectioll of [/(:0 or more di.~{Jcllsers in tal/dem maJ.·es 
it /lIIIIC Cl'ssary to _,'o!' for "l'li('ill~ 11'''''11 more thrill :;.:WO 
feet of wire are bring laid il/. olle opCl'atioll. 
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reduce the lrall .nnission ral/ge 0/ tlte set. 

Save Those Batteries 

"~ew but dcfceti\'e 13A-70 and 13A-80 radio batteries 
~o1T1 Cl i n Ies can he mUlk to work by this ~ill1]Jlc practice: 
"HClllOVl' tlte Lattery frul!I tlte raJio, cut around the 
terminal basc with a knife, lift up the base, Hnd reconllcct 
any of the wires brokell lo()~('. These loose wirf's arc 

the cause of much trouble."-116th Inf. 

Lend all Ear 

"A throat microphone :md a headset that covers one 
ear arc handier for the SCR-300 operator than the regular, 
hand~et. This .equiplllent '~na b lL·s him to hear norlllul!y 
,,'ith one car allll to move .." necessary for his per~ol1al 
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Picking Up \Vil'C hy Vehicle 

The 31st Chemical i'dortar Battalion reports a field ex­
perl iell t for pick ing up wire: "One mnn and a driver call 
pick lip wire more easil~' if n small metal loop is \I'dded 
tn the tup of the wirc-cutter OIl the front bumper of the 
vL·hide. Field wire to he picked lIjl is threaded through 
the loop and thence hack over the v{'hicl(~ to the ,,·in· 
n·d. This causes tho wire to approach the reel !'traight 

on ill~l<:ad of at all ullwieldr nllgk: ' 
The Icire-cutter is a device ar/ol)led ill RTO /0 prevent 

injury to the occulJallts 0/ a vehicle r!w.nill[!. IIl1da a 

101l:-lwlIgillg lI:ire Ichile lite u;illdshidd is dOlCII. It COII­

sisls Ilsually 0/ an angle iron ex/c[uling a!Jove head-level 

0/ lire occu[!allts amI bellt at the tip so Ihat a haole is 

formed to slIag awl slIap lire [vireo 
/1 similar Ilevice call!" Ix imlJrovised /or Iltc sale pllr­

IJlJse 0/ holdillg th!' II/, IJ lal rillg 1I1.l!lIliuIICrlO!JOl'I'. 

SII . J ''-;''''1:''111 ;11 [I", ['!JiliN);'''''' i8 (1 ('(I/"fIh,lll. 

Staying on the Ail' 

Antenna Technique 

"\Vhen operating in heavy brush or in wood~, we re­
move the antenna from the SCH-300 radio to preYent 
breakage. As a substitute we t1~e a :3, to 4,-foot piecc of 
win~ leading from the antenna socket to the strap on the 
operator's helmet. This expedient afTord!' excellent re­
ccpt ion and trunsl1l issioll."-CO, Co A, ,jl).)d 111/. 

"When selling up SCR-300'~ in buildings, \I'e improve 
receptioll IJY pulling the uf'riul of till: SCI{-300 out of a 
secoIld-~tory window and running \V--130 wire from the 
ha!'e of the aerial to the aerial socket in the radio. The 
radio can then be placed anywhere in tlw building:'­
Comm Sgt, Co D, 393d In/­

Commenting on similar reports concerning improvised 

([I[/('[III([S for SCR-8()O radios. the FTO Sigl/([l Seclioll 

poinTs (Jill. Ihat the SCR-J(){) has a 1II1[('d fl lI/I'1I110, ([1Ir1lhat 

vari([/iull in lel/gth, while 1I0t affecting reception, III([Y 



I safety without being hindercd by a handset and without 
interrupting radio reeeption."-i05th Inf. 

This su.ggestion should be followed olLly when the head­
set is of a type that permits comfortable wearing of the 

helmet. 

Keep It Dry 

"Radio failures due to moisture may be prevented by 
these simple- precautions: Tape the section joints of the 
:lIltcnnn to prcvcllt leakage losses there. Keep the switch 
door 011 the SCR··2111 dynamotor closed; cover the dyna­
motor with salvageu shelLer halves. Cover the miero­
pholle and phone-jack eonIs of the SCR-300 with spark­
plug-type covers that fit over them and prevent leakage 
into the jack holes."-Tech Sgt Bailey, 29th Inf. Div. 

Kecp it dry. 

• 
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Odds and Ends 


Off the Chest 

Brigadier General Joseph P. Su[[£van, Quartermaster, 
Fifth Arm)" ITALY, remarks: "We were concerned about 
the number of dead who did not havc identification tags_ 
This was true e~pccially at the hcachhead. The bell-like 
noise made by the tag~ and the discomfort caused by the 
metal, particularly when the mcn were trying to sleep, 
are probable reasons why these important items wcre not 
being worn. To meet the problem, a dose-fitting coyer 
for each tag was provided." 

jJ/'i,·,,/<, j':tll/',,/'t/ A. HO.'I'I,!JII/ITI/ dnwrii ...,; Oil,· SIII"II 

,'OYI'I": "i'vl:lk,' :I dolh '·0\'1'1". :;, ' \\'(I III IiI IIII' d"j', I:li~. 

Punch a hol(~ in thc covcr to allow thc chain to I,e drawlI 
through und leave the bottom of tl](! cover OPClt to pcrmit 
in~pection of the dog lag." 

I nfanlryrnan T / 4 Thomas E. K.eane oiIcrs this ingen­
ious solution to the dog-tag problem: "Illlbbl'I' rings cut 
froIll an old gas-mask hose call be stretched aud fItled 

around the edges of the dog tags. These 'rubber 
humpers' stop the tags from rattling and keep the cold 
metal away from the body but lenve the tag ullCOVere(l.'~ 

Quick Cover for Fox Holes 

Says a rCJlort from the 78th Illfantry Division: "\Vhen 
fighting for limited objectives in woods, we cut and pile 
a stack of logs ncar the line of departure. These can he 
brought forward quickly to provide (lvt'rhcad cover for 
ncwly dug fox holes." 
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They Cun Be Too Deep 

From a report of the 114.f)lh Engl:neer Combat Group: 
"We found durin; the LEYTE operation that fox holes dug 
ill sand 011 the beach IIIU~t not be over 3 feet deep unless 
they are revelted. In itiall y, ~ome men dug in 4 or 5 
fect and when the beach was bombed some of the fox 
holrs caved in. Some of the trapped men were dug out 
immediately and saved, but others died before they could 
be located in the dark." 

Luminous Murkings fOl' mown-out Bridges 

Wa rJli ng fr01l1 the lst. EII~illccr Coml){/t R(I/./aliulI: 

"BIoII'n-out bridges IIlU~t be barricaded 011 both sides to 
prevent night driven; frol11 running oJI the road ant! 
into the gap. SUI 'h barricades or roadblocks should be 
Iliarkl'll \I ill! IlIIlIjll""~ I,IJ'" III' hlilloll ,~:' 

.. 

A Imrric(lIit' would 1!aL'e! l'n'L'cnlcd this. 

,J.O 

Outsmarting the "Smurties" 

"In the battle for Kwajalein, the enemy pulled out the 
fuzes in our satchel charge;:; and throw the chnrge~ out of 
the pillboxes, nullifying the labor required to obtain the 
vall lage points for placing the charges. To COlllbat this, 
a system was devised to shorten tho time of detonation 
dter the charge had becn thrown into the embrasure. 
A V-slot was cut into the fuze about one-half inch in front 
of the primer cap. The demolition man would hold the 
eharr;e until the powder burned up to tho slot. He thcn 
had about 4, sccollds to place the charge in the elllbra~ure 
ali(I gl ~ t a\\,ay."-IVO J. C. Mechan Engr JJn (el. 

TNT for Every Man 

From the Regimental Commander, 331st Infantry, 
FHANU:: "\VI~ i,~~lw a h:lJr-~li('k of TNT ,,"ilh fll',,. :1I1f1 

cldollalor to CVl'l"Y ollil'l'l" IIlIeI l'IIii~ll~cI 111,111, TIll' l');pln­

~ivI~ i" Ill[ll'cl 10 lllC' tl'l~lldl-k"irl' :-;IIC'Ollh, pi~I.,I, Icobln, 
ur other cUIl\'cllient ajljll'lIc1agc. M usL mell carry lhe 
fuze amI detonator in the canlcen cover. \Ve have round 
the explosive to be lIlost useful when fox holes arc lIC'eded 
ill a hurry, as, for example. when we have just taken a 
position allll are expecting a counterattack or slcellillg. 
The ground can be shattered ~lI lli ciently with TNT so 

,that a man can dig It hole in 10 minutes. If two blocks 
arc used, a hole that will provide protectioll from a tank 
can be dug in 15 minutes. Best results are obtained in 
llIedium or chalky soil. This distrihution abu llIakt '~ 

l'xplosin~s readily O\'ailable for emergency delllolitions:­

The Nayy Yells "Bt'ayo" 

A slIIart piece of tactical work by our solclier~ was 
ohserved by tl Navy crew in a sah'ngl'- filtcll I,(;\'l Oil 

D.Day at Omaha Beach: "The soldiers \\"Cre eha~illg 
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some Germans up a hill through a minefield. As our 
infantry moved forward, carefully following the same 
route used by the Germans, they unrolled a white tape 
behind them. The Germans were presumably following 
a path through the mjnes and it was well worth marking­
for use by follow ing troops." 

They Can See You 

The old myth of poor Japanese 
eyesight is laid to rest by a rcport 
from Headquarters, U. S. Army 
Forces, POA, which documents the 
results of eyesight tests givcn re­
ccntly to a group of 80 Japanese 
prisoners of war. Selectcd at ran­
(10m and helieved to he a rcpresen­

tative grollI', the prisoncrs tunwtl lip with 1111 nvna~(' 

\·i"lIal acuity ('qllal to Ihat of tl\( ~ U. S. ;\1'111)'. OVl'r SO 
pcrcent had normal vision without glasses. 

The report concludes: "It is beli.oved that tactical rca­
sons rather than defective vision account for the J apa­
nese soldier's habit of holding his nre' until our troops 
arc dose ill." 

Lights in the Night 

Outposts of the 1st Battalion, 
l08th Infantry, saw strange lights 
mo\'ing across their front and called 
for artillcry fire. "Next morning," 
the battalion reports, "we found our ~ \ , 
artillery fire had killed a carabao which had had lighted 
candles fixed on its back. It was a unique J ap attempt to 
confuse our troops, and, presumably, to draw fire." 

u.~. COVCItHMEHT PRIMT,ING O"IC!.IU", 

SWITCH 'EM ••. Not your feet-that's rather painful. And not 
your right and left shoes-that looks ridiculol;s. Switch your two p'3irs 

of shoes-wear each pair on alternate days wh",never you can. Then 
both pairs wi'll feel comfortable to your dogs-and wear longer. 

DRY 'EM .•. But that doesn't mean fry 'em. In fact, keep your 
shoes away from the stove or het sun-which can burn out the leather, 
kill the life of your shoes, and murder your poor dogs. 

DUB 'EM . , . And don't thinl, thot ~ivi:lg thl:m a ncoll ~hille is just 
as good . Only a dub forgcts to dub his ~hoe~-apply a littlc at Icast 
alice a week. Makcs shoes more walerproof, pliable, \ofl~r, l<indllr 
to your dogs-for a longer time. 

'WE GET OUR STUFF FROM THE WORLD'S 

LONGEST SUPPLY LINES, SOLDIER. 

-STUFF YOU WASTE ". ...KU TH£ WAR 

LASTLONG ER!" iP1> 

Published in cooperation with the Army Con~<'Tuation Pro,)ram. 
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