
, . 

" 

.. '::~ .~ - ..~ 

~~f:;:?;t": I .V~ Aar.1C81 • . 
.• 	 • OHYJ:JD .: . a..» 

,jOy AliN" II'n fI:tr 	 .. ,.. ' ... n. -ee... , ....r~_ 

Al.6-3/(16} - , 	 NnD 'i,..;,o <»
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

TIIIRD FLEET .,~.~ 'All' ­....___ 

. Serial 001" .. 
____- .""'--"----.... ,Ok. .... I _ . ... _ 

... . ., - -- -	 .( . , . 
"•• 

' 

DL" ,; n o· ' J, I :~T s.« l '----~------
cL • ~ . /' D1 ,~ I<.a,,- n.tJJ:" ~ Q :orf" ,II'

FreDa The C()III!J!ander THIRD Fleet. ...· 1/ ~.q • 

To 	 I The CQIIIIWlder in Chiet, United State. Fl••t •• . 
Via , The CClIIIJWlc1er in Chief, United state. '.01110 rlHt 

and Paci.!4C Ocean Areu. 

SubJect, Action Report - Perloc1 2J-2~ October 191.4, ~\h4at.. 

'inclu.,iTe. ' 


aerereaoe, (a) Pacific Fbet Coni. Letter 2CL-44. 
(b) C1ncPoa c1iep&tch 251935 October. 

(A) All messages pertaining to c~at operatlo~ rece1yed &r 
, originated bT Cocma.nc1er THIRD Fleet during the period 2)­
26 October 1944, both datea inclusive, lTi!1I times. -p " ' . 

(B) 	Dispatches ot Commanc1ers tHIRD anc1 ~~TH Fleet .~ , . , 

!zing operations 24-26 October 1944•• ~fO " 
(C) Track Chart. -I,gS 	 " 
(D) CaDpOe1tion 0 Own Force" 2J-26 October 1944•• p.-(., . 
(E) Report of ciama&e, Own Forces, ;!: -26 October 1944.- p.'10 
(F)SulI:mIu7 ot atat.ementa ot prisoners ot war. _p~ in 

1. 'ltds Action Report covers the operations ot the nURD Fleet 
agains;' the Japmeee Fl~ ~ during the period 2J-26October, 1944, inclusiTe. 
In compliance with Commander in Chief, U.s. Pacific Fleet dispatch 251935, 
it contains copies or all messages pertaining to combat operations tor tt~8 
period. It 18 lfritten trom the new-point ot the COICIJI.&llder THIRD Fleet and 
onl.T c1eal.8 with thoae aspects ot the engagement that were ot Pri.aal7 concern 
to the Fleet Caz.ander preliminary to, and during the time the toree••ere 1D 
contact, and iaDediatel7 dt.er contact wu lost. 

2. ftetaila reported b7 suboi'tl1nat.e coananders in their Action a. ­
porta ~ be the subject ot appropriate comment bT er~or'ement. 

J. ', For purP08es ot 1c1ent1t~cation, the eneq oarrier toree rill be 
callec1 the Northern Foree, the toree that sortied t.hrough San Bernardino ,St.ra1W. 
the Center Force; and the roree that entered SUrigao Strai1.a trom \.he nst.warci, 
tbe §.2.uthern Force. All time. u-. rrsK. ' 

4. On 2J October 19-.4, tt'Ca the .u:Upl1~1tT ot sighting reporta, 
and intelligence reports frca other sources, ,it wu eYiJ.mt that. the lancl1ng. 
on LeTte lu.d prO'f'oked a nolent reaction aDd that the enut ... preparing te 
lUke a _jor .tend ot 80lIl8 sort in the PhU1ppinn. 'the ..0.,. 1.m.eDt. .u·DOt. 
war, but. b1areported ll&'Yal_y•••n\... \be 23" d.t1a1wlt •...ut.~ • 
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~d1ata threat. C~er THIRD Fleet decided tQ 1nit1atft carrier .earthe. 
to obtain earliest intorution ot any erlelJij" ADOTe:JIlent toward IA7te. 

5. Arter nearly two RW of intensive operationa aea:1n~t Ok:in&u, 
Formosa IUld Luzon, all ot the carrier groups needed rean:u.ng exeopt tor tor­
PGdoes and tor the fJJ' and SAP bombs h8.b.,.tulllly reserved tor use e.ga.inst combat­
ant ship:J. One group, Ta..,k Group )8.1, had beell started toward IJllthi Ql 2,3 

. October; Tuk 	Groups 38.2, 38.) .md )a.~~ were iJ!IDediatelJ' a,.a1lable • . 

6. On the night 2)-24 October Tll8k. Groups )8.2, )8.) alae! 38.4 were 
Uioved in close to the Philipp:ille coast pre1im.1.rnu7 to 1nunching searches. Tuk 
Group )8.) W8.!l placed ea.!t ot Po11llo Island to covar the West Coa.at ot Lu7.on; 
Task GrolP 3e.2 wu placed close to San Bernardino Straih; and Tuk Group )8.4 · 
was sent to the v-.l.cWt,. ot Surigao Streits. 

7. At dawn 24 October search teama each cono!.sting t'Jt Hellcats and 
Helldivers were launched to cover the West Coutot wzon and the Sulu Sea and 
its approaches. The sectors were u sh'"ll on Tra~k ChU't (Enclosure (el). ThtJ 

. -nather 11'88 t&Torahl" :or aearch and IItl"ikEl operations. ,u, 0046 (24) Task Group 
)8.1 was ordered to put about and p~tted tOlrard Cl fuelinc rendezvous with Task 
Unit. )0.8.4 and )0.8.8 in Latitude l5N, Loncitude l)OE at. C1700 (25). 

I 8. At OSlO 24th, search plenes from Task Group 38.2 sighted the 
Center Force in Latitude 12-14 N Loneitude l2l-)2 E on course 015, spud 18. 
This torce was in two .;rouP!!. The composition of the first group l~U repol' t.edI as 2 BE, ) or 4 CA or CL Bll;i 6 OD. The second group w.:L.l!I reported to contain 
2 BB, J or 4 CA or Ct. and 7 00. The COlI1IDal1der T1IOO Fleet iritlllrc~,ptad the 
sea.a-ch plone report on VHF search frequency 8:1d at 0822 Orit;iriat.ed an ur~ent 
dispatch (232)22) to CTF 39, CTG j8.) and em )8.4 and the usual information 
addressees, giving the cont.act, composition, Coul'se and spoed. Tills was lollow­
ed lit 0827 by urgent dispatch iruJtruetll18 Task Group J8.) ond Task Group 38.4 
to coneenu,J.tB_.toward Taak Group 38.2. at best spee-·j and to strike this torce. 

9. At 0905 24th, the. Ta:Jk Group )8.4 search intsrcept.ed arid attacked 
a force ot 2 DB, 1 CA, 4 DO at Latitud~ 08-55 N Longitude 121-50E southweat ot 

. Negros. The :1~arch team reported 2 .bO&ilb hits in each BB, rocket. hits on CA and 
· 2 DO anc, hu.". strafing ·ot other 2 DD. It WAS dec.tded. to adhere to the decision 
to have TG 38.4 close TG 38.2 and to Ihi.t\ tal,:.t to the Center Force on the 
assumpt.1on that SEVEITHne.t torca could take care ot the amaller Southern 
,Force. 
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10. Analyais subsequent tn the c)peratioo, and .tatelMnta or POils 


recov~red trom the water, indicate that tho Center Force contained S BB (I~. 

lWSASHI, NAGATO, KOliGO, HARlINA). 7 CA (CHOKAI, HAGURO, IaOKO, Kt1l.Wl0, SUZUI!, 

TONE, CKIKtIJLA), 1 CL (NOSHIRO), 13 DD. Roporte ot 2-3 additiOD&l. CL cannot be 


"reoonciled. Soe enclosure (F) tor intormation concerning ~OIIpOs1t.ion or Southe... 

Force. See enclosure (F) concerning tate ot JJN1() and JUI!. 'n1e probabb !ICJft­


MDt.. ot TAJUO are mentioned in paragraph ~ ot this r.po.r!.. 


ll. ~e 0lleIrV reacted b7 laWlOhing a 'Y'lciou.a air attack against Tuk 
GrclUp 38.3. Pr.tor to the enem,r attack our torces shot doWIl 40 planes. About. uo 

. planes were shot. down around T~k Group 38.3 but tne PRDiCE'l'ON was hit hard. 
Taak Group 38.3 ",as delayed in COIIIji)l.Tine with the orde:- to concentrate b7 l"tICOftl7 . 

. of search and att.ack groups and b,. .!torte to usiat the burning PRn'C~l'ON. 
BIFJ.JI1'G!LW, YORRISON and l&'.'lN, while usiDting PRINCETON, were badlT damaged 
when the PRINCETON' a atter magaline. blew up. Later in the d~, in order to be 
free to move toward the enemy Northe rn Force, PRINCETON 'faa sunk and B.IRl!.INGfLW, 
YORRISON, GATLING and L'iWIN 'Jere sent to Ullthi for repairs and for hospitallza­

· tion ot the w~ed. 

12. At thi. time it ';.aa eYident that the Japanese NaT,}' was making a 

major e!tort, wheth~r tor direct attack or trlauport1n8 troops, or both, was not 

apparent. It thie' W&.S to bo an all-out attack by the Japanec:e Fleet, there was 

one piece misain8 in the puzzle - the carrier". They- were beliend to have been 

in t,h(J DDpire; and there had been sightings and intelligence reports which indi­

cated that replenishment measures JI1.ght have been taken tor some important mova.. 

ment trom Empire watera. Although our s~~1ne8 stationed 1r. Empire waters had 

not reported a carrier torce, it waa felt that they were sure to be employed in 

aome manner in &n.T operation &II great u that revealed on the morning ot Ule 24th. 

Con.t'equentlT a search to the north by our carrier ' planes was ordered; and at l640 

Item a search plane trom Tuk Group 38.3 reported a torce at Latitude 1.8-10 N 

Longitude 125-30 E, course 210, speed 15. (The Nort.bem Force.) 


13. AIDplltying reporta ot this Northem Force Taried. In his 240a17.. 

CTF )8 listed this torce &I') CV. 3-4 heav,y cruiaers and 6 DO at La~ttude 18-10 

N Longitude 125-30 i, course 210. siW,ed 15, and atated that one of t.he enelill 

carriers was an ISE olU~. C'l'F )8's 240942 dispatch .tated that pUots who had 

had a good. look reported 2 SHOltAXU CV. 1 CVL. 3 CL and :3 DD OIl course 270. spe~cl 

15 at Latitude 18-2S II Longit.ude 125-28 E at. l640 It.... while at Latitude 1.8-10 Jl 

LoDl!.i.t.ude 125-30 E we" ,. BB or CA, 5 onnaIJ.ra, 6 DO on course 210, speed 15 at 

15".0 It.em. ODe ot t.be DB wu "POrted W ha"l\.l a tlight. cleek att.. At. 1600 It.ea 

2 DO _" reported. b7 a earrier search pl.aDe at Latit.u4e 19-40 • Langit.ucle 12)-00 

&, ooune 240, ~ 12. Crr'....r 1'HIRt Faet.ctoDOlme4 tU\ Uae 1Ior\he1'll Force 
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WU di"posed in two groups, .stwf"ed to cont.d.in a t ,t.al or at 1eut 17 lh1pe 

and possibq &II ID8l17 IS 24 shipe. 


14. It. curious pr/int was apparent from the oontact.reportsot the ..three !orc8II: 	 they were ,11 proceeding at deliberate speed and it. was l.'lf'erre4. 
that. there was 	a precoterJ1ined rocus of geographical location and ti... 'l'be 
EOve~uts indicated that a caretul.l.y worked-out coord.1nated Japanese plan w.. 
in motion with 	25 Ootobe'" as the earli,.st. date of planned coneerted act.ion. 

15. Throughout the dq (24th) carrier .trike. had bien launc:heC' 

. aga.1n.st the Center Force and all report. indicated that the Center Force-Iaa...ldI..­
~&-!ffectiTelx end heayily dameiea. In the race or t.hese continueJ .tr~'. thl 

Center Force kept coming with .a determination that coamanded respect. B7 dua): 
the rollrmng damag~ had been reported: At. leut J~ and probab11 5 BB t.orpedoed 
and bo.ubld, one probat.·17 sunk; a lDini II"ID or :3 heaT"j cruisers torpedoed .net otbere 
bombed; 1 CL SWlk; 1 DD sunk; 1 DO probabl.1 sunk and It dalU&ed. 

16. Teak Grouj:. )8.2 made a total of l46 sorties, dropped 23 t.OM or 

bombs aM 23 torpedoes, reporting the BB YAlU.TO damaged by J torpedo hits; 

another YAlUTO BB (possib17 same ~ne) by 1 torpedo hit .md 2 bombs; 1 NAGATO DB 


. hit by 1 torpodo and 1 bOlilb; 1 JtOfiGO B8 bl' 2 torpedoes and ., bOlllbsJ 1 CA, lm.Wl, 
. possibly sunk by torpedQ hit; 1 CA, NACHI, hit bl' 1 torpedo; 1 CA, TONE, hit bT 

1 t"r~ldo. Task Group )8.3 reported 1 BlI b&dl1 hit, d~1ng 2 others, and ,. Cl . . 
and 2 (;L d~aged in the Center Force. Task Group )8.,. reported 1 BB(L'USA5Hlf) 
hit by torpedo, atire, down at bow and. probabl.T sunk; 1 YAllATO RB, 1 to J t,orpelioe., ' . 
2 bomb hite; 1 	 KONGO BB, 1 bomb hit; 1 cruiser damaged) 1 CL eWlk; 1 DO sunk; 1 
DO probably sunk; 4 DO damaged. SomE: detaila of t.he toregoing inrormat.iC'nnre 
not 8'V·a1lable at dusk but flash reporte indicated be1ond. doubt t.hat the Center 
Force had been 	badlT mauled with all or its BB and IIOst or it. CA \r.endoual,r 
·reducEJd in righting power and ille. 

17. Although t.he Center Force continued to mo,.e forward, the Calmandlr 

THIRD Fle~t deoided that. thi8 .neD1iY toren must b. blJ ndl,J obeJing an Imperial. 

c:ollmand t.o do or die, but with battle ertieiencl' ueatlT 1Jap&1red by torpedo hU.•, 

bomb hits .. topside d.e.mage, tires, and oasualties. FrOli l.one experience with t.be 

J&.p3, their blind adherenci to plan, and their lnabU1tT to readjuat. disturb.d 

plan., the CMIDIlnd'ltr 'llIIRD Fleet had .10116 ago adopted a policT ot attacking fir•.t. 

The &Nthem and Center Forcl. bad bien \i.~er beav and perabt..nt a1r at.t&ck 

wb1..h proceedir.g through 1nl.ancl water. iJa dqllght. .Jap doggedne..... adldtted, 

and Coaaander THllU) Fleet reoognised tM pollibU1t1 that. \.hI Center Forel 1I1gbt. 

plod 1.brou&b SaD Bel"D&l"Cl1Do St.rait.. aDd CIa to attack LtTtoe !'orel., a 1.& Oaadal- . 

• .aal ba\ c= 	 'mer 'ftIDD ne., ....<riDee4 that. \b8 c..Mr ,......... .. , 	 . .. ~ .. , . . It' 

.. 
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he.rllT damaged that it. could net win a d.cision, Wile tne po.a1bl~ marlDn ' . 

strength of t.he }lorthern force as reported b1 C'l'P' J8 240942 CeJl-'Ut.llted a ;rfe.a. 

and po'lf8rtul threat. . It w&3 decided that. .&rUeet. posa1ble at.t.acll GIl t.n. powr- '

I 


. l'ul Nort~ern (carrier) foree w&8 eeaenUal tor bre&k1n& "p tJl.t enaII¥ plaa mil . ' 
reta1n1ng the 1n1tiatiY8. ' 

18. 'lbe altel'D&tiYes were t.o 

(a> ninde ~he foroes leaYin« n' 3~ to block ~n ~rn&rd1M St.I'a.i.U 
wbib tile carriere with Ught scre( , attacked the North,,", Force} 

(b) lLainta.1n integrit1 or eur own entire str1.ld.n&nrength, ~oBC~t.ra~ , 
off San Bernard1n~ Strait.ui 

(c) Strike the Northern Force with all ot ourown 'strikias .\~ 
concentrated, and lea.... San Bernardino St.ra.U.s unguard~. 

(a) was rejeoted; the pot.entbl. strength of t.he undacaged Northern Fore. wu t.oe 

great to loave unmolested, and requ1r1ne TP 34 to ln6age the Center Force while 

at the same time expo8ed to at.tack bT land-bued and poeaiblT ca.rrier-baaed a.1r 

at.tack liaS not sound. Tb1s alt.matin spread our.t.reogt.h and riaked unprof1t. ­

able ~e in detail. 


(b) wu rejected because it peniLlt.t.ed the Northern Force to fundlen ... pl.&nrae4 
unmolested, and because destruction or Japan'. carrier toree .O\lld lIlun IOUlch to 

. ruture operations. 

(0) W83 adopted; it maintained the integrit1 ot thelUue striking fl.et; it. 
otfered best possibilitT of surprise and destruction or en~ carrier torce. It. 
waa particularlJ' sound and neceasar,r it the ' strength of the Nortbe1'll Force proncl I 
to be the max.1Iawa .reportec1. It was recognbed t.hat the Cent.erForc. aightaorU• . 
and intl1ct 1801De damage, but its fighting power waa cona1deL..d \00 ••r!oual1 1a­
paired to wiD a decision. 11n811 7, it .u o~'-culated that. tM Third Fleat. tornM 
oould return 10 time \.0 "nrae 8117 adyantag. \hat t.he Gent.el' 'orce 111gb' ., 11.'La 
and Commander 'ftWU) fleet was t1.nll.7 oonrtnoed that (c) wo.ld ooatribute 8iC'R. " ­

the onr-A1l Ptd.l1pp1De. o.-pa1ga . _nil it • w.por&F1.lJ '1#1\.U \ 1aa cd..W 
, ., u,1"­

.,. 
" 

http:w.por&F1.lJ
http:peniLlt.t.ed
http:Strait.ui
http:oBC~t.ra
http:lLainta.1n


. 
. 

UNITED STATES PACJIo'IC ..LEET 

THum FLEET


Serial 

~ r I.' ~ , •1. ~ 
1 . 

..,W----­
Subjects Action Report. - Period 2-.3-26 o.:tober 1944, both &atA. 

1nc1ud... . . 
- .. - - - - -- - -- - ---- - - -..... -- .. ------- .. -- --.- - .. ­
THIRD Fleet .asgraYe~ concerned unt1l he rece1?ed word that the Cen\er rore. 
had given up in the fAce at the nl1ant .rrort.s .f the SEr.vfTH F1ee\ CV'a groupe. 

20. At 2022 Task Groupa )8.2, 38.) and )8.4 were giYen .rdera t.o 
assemble .!Illd make night run toward Northern Force preparllt017 to dawn attack. 
The Jnp kr.OW8 ~ to shuttle from c&tTier-t.o-target.-to-airt1eld and all f>t 

. COIDIIWlder THIRD "l.eet plans had tor weeks been predicated. on deO¥1ng tile eneIIt . 
that adnntage, by cloeiDg pr<.-mptlT. . 

21. At ~030 and 2.l.45 (24th) the Center roree wu snooped bT an 

I~'lDENCR W(N) north or ll.asbate OIl nn.oue courses and tra.iling alch o.U. 


22. Durine the run north care was taken not to OYerrun the da111ght f 
c:i role ot the Northern Force, as to Go 80 would place tho .Northern Forc. betW"'.. ' . 
Task Force )3 and LeTt.. BT da;rllght. Task Faroe J4 W48 !o~ up &head .t +.b. , 
carrier grpl!ptJ, to pro"fide tor coordinated air and surtace attack 00 the Nort.hena 
Force. '. 

23. Dawn searches ..ere launched and .trike groups put in the air ,.. t4t 

to hit as 800n as contact wu made. The Nort.tMrn Force was located :Ln LAt.it.\o'..A 


18-37 If Loogit..ude 126-45 E at 07)0 It_ on courae 180, epeod 20, and the tirlt. 

8t~1lcI!lS proceede.1 ,to once. 


24. In the meantiJae, Tatlk Grc,up 38.1 had put about and at 0700 (2S) .... 
• &8 in Latitude 15 If Longitude 130 E reactr t~ fu.l trca TASk Unite 30.8.4 and 

.30.8.8. Task Group )8.1 was ordered to augnaent the lurches trom Task Group8 
38.2, 38.3 and 38.4 to assist in locating the Northern Force and to obt&1n . 
positive or negative intormation conc.m1ng arq er.nm;r torces to the .ut.war!. 

25. 'lbe Nort.hern 'orce wu caught b1 ~urpriee, but Coamander THiRD 
Fleet ... pussled b7 the tact t~at there were Icarce17 any plBnes ontbe d.,.1D 
ot, or in the air near, theen8lll3' tONe, and no sign ot bogies around our""" 
toree. Later in the JBOl"IliDg large bogies were picked up on t.he Icreen appro~ 
1ng troa the south. theT did not attack, and it is beU....d t.hat. theT ..re . flilanee 
or the eneav oarrier IJ'CNP8 telT11D& au' t.e tbecu-ri.rs ~d and arrlrtac 
tu~ late. 

. . . 26. The t1rat .trike oil tohe Horthel'D 'orae reaulted 1a Uk: 1,.·· 11 "ua 
reported d..... 1 CY bit bT a \orpeclo and ) ~.; len oploded aM • . '; '~ 1 1 
CA &t1re rr- .,.. ld.uJ 1 II) a1\i 'uk , .... J4 ... MY"'" t .. \M Idll. 
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27. In hie diepatches242225, 2422Z1, 242230 and 2Jt2J29 C~r 

· SEnNTH Fleet made urgent appeals tor help; the S3nN'nf 'leet CVEa'were under 
gunfire attack trom the Center Force and under an attack tromporei.tlnt and 
suicidal ehore-baaed air forces. Although Task Force 34 w:ia within 42 Jaile. st 
the crippled Northern Force, Commander n{[RO Fleet at 1115 turned T&ak Group )8.2 
plus WASHL~TOII, AL.lBAlU, YASSACh1Js.:.~ and SOUTH DAKOTA south ..rid diepatched 

· T3.Sk Group 34..5, Rear Admiral Badger in laTA, liZ.f Jl::RSE."Y, VUiCr~ ; Il;S, }.{lAUJ., Bn,W, 
and DesRon 52, ahead at high speed to the assistance ot the 'SEVQiW Fleet tore••• 

28. . CTG 38.1 was directed to strike the .n~ Center Force and t.o 

proceed to assist S~~TH Fleet forces. . 


29. Task Groupe 38.) aid 38.4 (les5 detached elaments) continued 

~ttacj.:s on the Northern Force and ComSubPac ordered three packs of submarinee 
 ., , 

to tabt position between 120 E and ]28 E tOC\lt ott ~ ntreat. Cru!.ere etil 
· destroyers ot the carrier groups under Rear AdQ1ral Du Bose includ1n& the SA~"TA 
FE, MOBIIE, WICHITA, NFl, ORLEA.NS, and a doun de9troyers went after the crif'r l •· .• 
The Northern Forcu is now eTaluated to have consisted ot 1 CV (ZUIKAKU), 3 ~VL 
(CHITOSE, CHIYODA and ZUIHO - or poesib17 RnJHO L"lstead), 2 BB-l.CV USE and 
HYUGA), 1 CA (possibly' IBl1KI or }.{OO~), 4 CL (OYooo or possibl1' JAHAGI, NY.jj'll." 

ABUKUliA? and KISC?, 6 DD, including probably J nlUM'SUKIs. 

30. Th~ Northern Force sustained the tollowing 108ses and damage at 

the hand.& of 'llURD Fleet torces: 1 CV (ZUIKAKU) 8Ul.&k; J CVL (CHlTOSE, CHIYODA 

and ZUllfO?) eunk; 1 OL or DD and 1 DD sunk; 1 CL pouib17 sunk; 2 BB-XCV (ISE 

IJld HYUGA) d8D18ged, one by at least 2 and probablT I. torpedoes and bomb.; 1 CA 

damaged by senral bombs; 1 CL d.?Jll8.ged by aeveral balbs; 1 CL torpedoed, a:Id 

later sunk by sulmartn.s; 2 DD heavil1 strafed. 


31. Roache's Raiders an4 Clarey'. Crushers had fOr'llled in two groupe 

in Latitude 21 N Lonptude 125-30 I - 126-30 I, and Latitude 2l N Longitude 127 

E - 128 l!: respectivel1, and caused turther damage to tleeing remnants · of the 

Northern Forcs. 

32. In the meantime, while Task 'Group 38.2 and Ta.ek Group J4.~ were . 
moving to the southward at best speed to reinforce the S~V1.;N'Ili Fleet, the ~ 
Center Force broke off the engagement with the SEVElmt Fleet CVEe and retired 
toward Sa."l Bernardino Straits. The reaaOM tor moYWMnts ' or t.he Center Force 

betnen 0924 and. U10 are not clear. At 1~.6 CTF 77 reported the0enesq ret.1r1n& . 

northaM:t, but according to later report.s en8JDl' Wa:J on course 150 , at 105~ and 

2250 at 1.145. When the strike trCII Task Group 38.1 reached the Center Force :t 

1)10 be was on couru 010, obauged to 090 and then through :ar:P \0 \hi right 10 

()()t). .At 1310 the Center Foroe was in Latitude 11-46 II ~tud. l26-16 X, &boG 

lJ aiIN....t, ot bie 'reported 0722 poe1t.100. Dur1ag thie peri04 htl tlad been . 
 1 
a1l~1n& arOUDd 1D \be .... ,.oer&1 ~;J,!- t&.1.lM ... eftrwbela \be en ~ . 


.r... .. 	 .......cr .... 
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VNITRD STATES PACIFIC "L£ET . .. 
TlIIRD .'LIET ,Seri al ) . . 

1 
J..c~>l.on TIe . ort -,. Ferlod ~,; -2rJ Odobe!' ... 9/".' , 

L'1cl ' sly'). 


- - • - • - _ • • • _ • • • • _ _ a _ _ • •. _ _ a • _ _ _~ . .. . . .. . ­
by' L 'Jnf~ :- e ; t~ t l' 'J·~ C of:", t~JC 
7 :.0 (\:: 1:r , o:; :;11J ] c .._)llt :--..ll tion~ a," C' ( ) ,.,~:.; r es ! r; 
:;.l ::-C :t ~r-Cc.r.;a L. i f or e;) ; (2) c !1cricr o· tt~Ol~ ' 
c..-:::l ; ;~rt i" .orn ~o:r c cs . o~ er } :' t :rcr.: ' :::.t ; 

13':'.5 Y} . 2 a. . a.tL ac:~ t:r /:'a :J" ' 'r ", . .1 '::O l'C d !ti::; 

33. ',:'1: !:) r l~:Q f ro_ "1 az~~ Gro ' l ~ 3 \t o t~c C:u=nt; i nfli.c t.oJ • t t 
f~ J ~ :-: :·l.oi.S~ ·: e r a 1 ] J tt . l u::-t~..c:." c: 
:.:.c.~:o und :::.c.i.:o cJ.u :- ~~ ) hit }.r>,w ' l:! ':: 1 h o~;;b ~: 
ba1; ~· ::: -,;:,k b~' ;: torr~J 1 CJ and T:''':;''P}: ,' o,.• ll~ J 1 c.a. !,,!'o'')C.: ,lj' i::.:.. ! ', b~' :::.':J.::: ,; 1 1 w EEO CL :J un].; t ,/ ) )r 4 't 'rr ccio ot J 
10i; l o7.T. . off; a t lC' o.c;~ 5 oU;~r DD d.c..."1tlC'Y:i b)r b orh ::;. 

3L... C:'G :r~. 1 r e ;;ort::J tlm 1.0 r·b J O
~ ;-1D.r b;; t ~.,:: llll! :-:: Gr up ].').l ,; t..:'ik · 
::O::CO·c.ncl l:J.:,L;::.t)J 4 c .. ( ~ ::ACrI cu..:: :: , 1 

~ af 
L ,c !n.- r:cn '. ~ 

.35. C:>Zoll 6T SZ1/E'::n :'ioo~, i hiG 
1 CA l.lI:Q 1 DD t··d b~ll loft doc. b tr.e ; ~o.t.c :, 

~ I 

;I, • 

..... !''' cO er, iH~pcc tec. i n tl:e li :.t of 
:lcle:'"lti fi ed ar. Q O::r'.1l:t!!' u:' c o:.; ..r ; cr j 

COllGt of ~ :l;~lO.r .a.'1c1 n ' ero!.l:j ot'. ~r unc o:l (;rn t i'JC ;riJ. ~ o!'~ no 00:; r-,'acl o; One of 
U:o ?O.i!; ', :COO i r.t,.., n GO!1t, O!)Oe l'VLn , a d cc,opo-rat t ve. : ho L .f cr't".:l.ti Qn tl.c t 1. 
'{~J_unworcd i:. c ,~t f or th i n cnclC}::l ure (F ). .' . 

33. At, ~~yllGht-' 2ff h , 1'a:k Cr') ,, 3 38 .1 ,and ) B.2 r 0 f""' ..1r, O~ !:tr i : 0 ..... 0 :1 

thE: l'e ... N l1. - i ng Center For co While Task ·Grot;.p~ ) 6-. 3 un'! 38 . 1, f ;,wl nd . ! cru tin(; 
O:-O:;!iU""'O "~ IlS kept on' the coo::lj' tl.rouch~ut tho d.<lJ a.n<.i, t: 0 roD oT: i :l{; e.ddi t i or..nl 
dar.ngo l1llS reported& 1 1;'; ';'70 lJB .h it b~' a 500 !JOund ;o!!\b ; 1 l' ,.. " 0 uS hi t by 1 
torpedo) 1 KO::OO BD , ~ Tor p.,co hi t s, 1 Y.OllGO vB " .3 1 0 :)0 pou., j b hi t G. 

39. The "tTS.iWJlI, rO!iorteu by prlf he \'111 d~. cod 0 4th .<1 
not t;ortioir-B t:-c.G San Eoma.rdino S tl"ai is, waG noyc-r &1.(; 1tad ui' tor 

:J7. Sl.r. :ur.vivo!"c clo.i :ri ;:; t o i l <) t r o., ;.i i.~ L..: 'O':'cro pic:'. ' ? off t ho 

probobl,y s unk. 

. . " 
. <6 
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Al6-'J/(1.6) UNITED STATES PACU'IC FIiET 

THIRD W'LEET 
Serial

• I ! • , .., 
. I 

- ­
Subject: 	 Action Report · - ?eriod 2)-26 October 1944, bot.h dat.. 

1nclus1ye. . . 

--- -- - - -- - -- - -- - ~ - - -- - --~ -- ~ -- ---------~ 

40.. It is beUeved that the tollowing eh1flsot the Center Force 
f1nAll.y escaped into the China Sea: 4 BB (rAl£ATO, NAG/,TO, KOlKX> and HAIWI~A) 
all hea,ril.r damaged, 4-5 CA .ane damaged, 1-2 CL, 7-') DO. Fraa the &ftemoOR 
of the ;~th, although BBa were eighted by Far Eastern Air Fore. plan" no ·aoH 
than J BBIs ,,-ere reported together and it ie poesible that one KONGo U3 ha" 
dropped out and possiblJ' sank. The roT .tated that TAKAO had bettD torpedoed _ 
2) October (bT Blue submarine) and had dropped bad:; anal.y&1e 'lr eubaecauent . 
IightinJ~8 indicated that TAKAO 1!1&7 have rejoined Tia east of Pal&wan on t.he ;?bUl. 
and ma7 have been one or the _-5 CA that CinallJ escaped. . 

. 41. For the y~ses or this report, the act.ion n\.n the Japane.e 
Fleet is considored to han terminated at 2400 It.em, 2t> October 1944. I regret­
tully r.sport the loss ot the PRINCE'roN and ot ~ plarl8s 1ft cembat aDd 10 
oporati)llal.l¥ (incomplete report ), which can be replaced. Wi t.h tar deeper re,", 
I have 'received. the reporte or the irreparab1.8 1081 or the «allan~ oificers _ 
..0 who ha" given their U .... e to OW" clue. 

42. This report does Dot include Gn1 att~~ at detailed analJui.; 
tbe deJ:1.Uld8 at coiIti.nu1ng operatio~a preclude all¥ .• ucn attempt. bere. 'ntat ..to 
be done bY' a&encies haring the uecessU7 t1JDe, . persoflllel Uld !aeWt.i... -Ll••_ 
learned' will be derind traa the Action Report. ot eubordiRat. caauDde... GI' 

c11acul·,d in separate ·co~spondence. Sutt1ce it. t.o aAl here \bat. 

j 
 <a) COnDUniCllt10nl were generaJ..q excellent conaiderin& e tore•• 

inl"olved; 	 . . 

(b) Contact reporta nre well handled. t:... tbe Fleet. ec-..nd.r'. 
st.andpoint; . 

(c) The Wldetecte<l dfJparture of the Northam rorce ina \.he &ap1re 
and its U&,obBel'nl1 approacb to the Philippines was aurpr1.1ngJ 1\ 11 pre.... 
thct submarines atationed cloee to the Japalles. Cout. nre p1.nDed 40D b7 
sbore-baaed air; 

(d) Besulte ot air .t+.aoks 011 eDeIQ' oombat,e.nt .hilN' (~hel' Ulan • ..., 
carriere) were dbappo1Dt:L~. Alide lroa the nJig.M1neu ot.tapaDlee .~, 
oMtI1.but1D& factors 1M7 ban been (1) pilat. fatigue artel' prolonce4 
operati0D8, (2) t.endenoT tel' p1lota \0 P at"r .rippl•• rather \ban __ 
4aNgK sb1pe, (l) poor t.Orpedo,.rr......oe ell' t~ H,ll_ "pUl N'''''''. 

. , .. 


http:t.Orpedo,.rr
http:oombat,e.nt


--

;; 	
/ 

1" 
""'. 	

~ 

;­
~.~. v

UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEETAl6-3/(16) THIRD FLEET 

Serill g~ 

[~ 	 8r~1 
, . 

Subject: 	 Action neport -- Peri 23-26 Octau-r l~ 

inclusive. 
- - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - --- ... - -. --- ­

(e) The Coz::lmander 7i-iliill Fleet reGret! ~h e 1M or a l~;- mn:.i 
.:>p?Ortunlty te sl\1~ it out with cu ns nt:;~in.st t.te ot t he eoC!:3 , 

. -

Just 

b..l.t ­
nin his _opinion a>re fr.r-reachine cem:!'deratien!i 


on the two occasiell!J when ~urface atrikin.c r"rc 

before possible surface 'noa~~en\. 


- (r) Rcp-lenis Ancnt forcos weN: held rea.son~bll closo toe ~ h. Ct'::t ­

bat area and prc.....doo smart. and Eault.llls:f 501"Yic e. 

(b) -Tte i nability of t.~e Cen~ er Force to knocy. i/ ;.lt C'/ f.\!....rir~ the 
C'u:..'''-'1d small try ,t,andine lOp to them ind1cates serious i ntt!lrrurl Ci s­
rupt1~m b7 battle d::;.z:.aee wit.r.in t lJe Jap· ships - t. 
i l'.J f rom t.he glOI7 c!uetho evE Cro\&i1lt . 

(h) The ~lOl'Inent. at t ue separ .ltely cOIn:nnnded 
1n this action ttlod .. ~ppy andi n!! but ! I'OI;:l ~ be atal1dpcillt 0'£ 
wCas un:1ound .. 

t ilctiCal fl~ct.s 

43. n~lly. t he Ce::wl1!:l(!er :'liIRD Fle-et. ca.-/"I cil.:1fi dent17 t"~rt. 
th.:.t this action [..r:uthe br1llb nt oper aiiOJ"Ll ot t he $E'r:'::;.'ili Fl e-e.t Nsalt. 
in (a) uthr failure or the Japane!Je plan t-Cil prevent t.he r e-oJ cc\;.po.-t.l.ell of 
the PiUlipp1ne,. ('t.) t he crushing d'!e&t or the J'.:lpane30 Fleet., ani - <cJ the 
elk.inat1on et ....J.nu Mnl thr•• t t.o wr operations tor r..~ cant.ha , 1! 
net. torner. 

~~~ F. 1I.,\J ..:IWof 

Adnnce copy (l"ss. incl (A» w, 

CoIId.nCh. 1;f~1r;~jI ' 

7 1£11 ... - ­
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