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COltFIDE!lTIAL 

From: 
To: 

Via: 

SUBJ&.,'"'T : 

Reference: 

Enclosures: 

26 June 1942 

Commanding Officer. 
Com•uaoder-in- . .;flief, U.S.Pacific Fleet. 

Com:na.nder Task Force Sixteen. 

Air Battle of the Pacific, June 4-6, 1942, 
Supplementary detailed reports by VB6 and VS6 -
fol"'''arding of. 

(a) CO .li2l'WU'RISK Conf. Serial 0133 of June 8, 
1'942. 

(b) CO ENTERPRISE Con!. Serial 0137 of June 13, 1942. 

(A) Supplementary report by VB6. 
(B) supplementary report by iS6. 

1. Etri'E?..PRISE official reports of the BatUe o! l.lidway 
a.-e contained in references (a) and (b). 

2. As a supplement to these reports, enclosures (A) 
and (B) are forwarded as matter of historical interest. These 
enclosures are the individual squadron reports o! Bombing SIX 
and Scouting SIX. These squadrons bore the brunt of the air 
attacks l c; unched from FJ~TERPRISE June 4, 5 and 6. .J.t is be~ 
lieved that, in addition to the record contained in references 
(a) and (b), the nx>re detailed information contained in enclosures 
(A) and (B) may prove of interest. 

3. flo u:seful purpose -would be served in submitting 
similar reports on Torpedo SIX and Fighting SIX, u it ie felt 
that their employment is fully covered in the original reports, 
references (a) and (b). 

IS/ G.D. I..'URRAY 

. n 'l 
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BOLBDJG SQUADRON SIX, 
June 10, 1942 

Co;::nander Bor:1bing Squadron Six. 
Com,landing Officer, U.S.S. El~TERFRISE. 
Cm~nander E:'?I'ERFRISE Air Group. 

Rerort of Action, June 4-6, 19~2. 

(a) u.s. Navy ReGulations, Art.874, para. 6. 

.. _ .. 

- E."lclosure: _ (A) Bo~bing Squadron Six Tactical Organization 
of June 1, 1942. 

1. Bombing Squadron Six participated in four separate 
attac!-cs asainst Japanese naval forces during the period June 4 
to June 6, 1942, and in one photographic flight over Japanese 
naval forces on June 6, 1942. ·On June 4, 1942, the squadron 
consistecl of tv1enty-one pilots, eleven of whom had b_een in the 
sq_uaclron for EOI:JL tb..an nine I;j_Onths, three others since December, 
1941, and seven for a bout two nonths. There were eighteen SBD-2 
and SBD-3 planes assigned and all were in commission. Action 
\•:as expected. Following is a chror:olo .s1ca1 account or the 
part BoEbing Squadron Six JUayed in the actions. 

A. Thursday, forenoon and afternoon. 

1. On Thursday, June 4, 1942, Bofubing Squadron Six 
participated in an attack on a Japanese force consisting or 
four aircraft carriers, several battleships or heavy cruisers, 
and a nur:ber of destroyers, about ~miles northwest of 
~Hdway Island. The attack group '"as led by t!le Enterprise 
Air Group Cornnander and consisted of thirty-two SED's; 
.fifteen fron VB-6;, loaded v:ith one 1,000 lb bomb each, 
sixteen from vs-6, loaded with one 500 lb bo~b and two 100 
1 b bonbs each, and the EAGC plar..e loaded v.'i th one 500 lb 
botlb anc. tv:o 100 lb bonbs. T.J.e sq_uaG.ron tactical organization 
v:as as follo.,.-s: 

First 
6-B-1 Lt. R.H. Best 
o-B-2 Lt(jg) E.J. I:roet;er 
6-B-3 =nsign F.T. ~eber 

6-:S-5 
6-B-6 

Lt(jg) W.E. Roberts 
Ensign D.W. Halsey 

Division 
l.nJR..'lAY, J .F., ACrtM(PA) 
~ :..U TE.:ti1:k:~, G. tf. • R1-l3 c 
:ULR:.::RT, E. L., AmOc 

3TEil·JJA1;· , ,.i. B. , AI.:l-.:1 c 
J:s!n-"..INS, J. t~. , R1-J3 c 

Second Division 
6-:a-7 
6-B-8 
6- B- 9 

Lt. J.R. Penland 
Ensign T.F. Schneider 
~~ s l· ~ ~ ~ ~ G-- ~ .:-.. C::.d ~-.1'\.. J. ce l._e 
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BOL.Bn:c SQU.A.DROX SIX, 
June 10, 1 942 

Subject: rteport of Action, June 4-6, 1942. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
6-B-ll Ensign T. ~:. damsay 
6-B-12 Ensign L.A. Hop~ins 

DUNCA.:J, S. L. , Al.J•:2c 
~ '"T\ = ..... o:\· ..... ·::> -.,1 ,~ 
.tU\J.J.c.r1.~ loll .L.Jo.ll.o 1 .l.ll)C 

Third Division 
6-B-13 L t ( jg) J. J. Van Buren ~"ZLSON, H. i·l. , J:{. , ARMlc 
6-B-14 Ensign !\ .F. Vandivier :3AlfEY, L.Z.J., seale 
6-B-15 Ensign G.li. Golds!ilith PATTErtSON, J.~~l., Jri., ARM3c 

6-B-16 Lt(jg) E.L. Jk~derson 
6-B-18 Ensign B.S. Varian, jr. 

1\:ASON, S .J., jr., ARM2c 
YOUl'JG, C • R. , A-'11·~3 c 

2. The attack group departed at 0930 and climbed to 
20,000 ft. enroute to the objective. Shortly before reaching 
the objective several VB-6 pilots encountered d1£ficulties 
with oxygen supply. The Squadron Com1ander noted the oxycen 

\
difficulties of his wiP.g I!Jen. He removed his oxygen mask 
so tilat he would have the sat1e reaction as other pilots end 

't led the s quedron to a position directly belovr the reoeinder 
of t!:le at taclc force at an al ti tude of 15,000 ft. 
\ 

3.(a) At about 1205, the enemy fleet v~s siGhted and 
v:as seen to consist of 4 CV, 4 BB or CA ana 8 to 10 DD. 
The v.,reather V.'S.S clear end visibility excellent. There vre.2e 
scattered cumulus clouds froo 1,500 ft. to 2,500 ft. and 
t!:le ceiling was unlimited. T!le surface wind was 5 to 8 knots 
from the southeast. It was known tlmt other attack groups 
including three squadrons of SED's, three squadrons of T3D's 
and accorupa nyin,~ fighters were due to arrive at t~1e same 
objective at about t!le same tine as t~e croup of which 
Bonbing Squadron Six was a part. T;le Enterprise Air Group 
Co<'lmander C.esigna·ted by voice radio·one CV tarcet for hitlself 
and VS-6 end another CV targ et for VB-6. Corw.:ander Bor.;bif'.g 
Squadron Six understood l1is tarc;et to be tile aleft hand" CV. · 
He gave the attack signal, releasing his other two division 
leaders for individual division r.J.aneuvering and led l1is 
(first) division t .ov:erds the :'left hand" CV. Al~ost at onoe 
he saw that VS-6 vlas diving on the "left hanc. :' CV, and so 
led l1is division a ._?;ainst the "right hand" CV v:hich \'JaS of the 
"l:AGA" type. It· was latmching planes as tlle atts.ck was made. 
At least three 1,000 lb bO!!lb hits vere observed on t:"1at 
target and it became a mass of fla..-r:e and smoke. · The first 
section of the first division joineQ up imnediately after 
pull-out from t.he dive. .A. t that tllie they sighted O\l'n torpedo 
planes c~inc in under heavy attack from enemy fighters and 
AA fire. They also saw an attack by own dive bo:::bers of a 
separate attack group on a third CV on which nany hits were 

·scored, the CV beconing envelored i n flames and s::1o ke. 

- 2 - I ., 
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BOL.BI:Kr S~ADiWK SIX, 
June 10, 1942 

Subject: Report or Action, June 4-b, 1942. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

(d) S~~arizing, five pla~es out of fifteen returned; the 
;.ersonnel of four other planes were rescued; the personnel of 
six planes are unaccounted for. Cne of the five planes ~ich 
returnee, 6-B-16, was so bedly d~Ged by shrapnel and nac~ine 
cun fire that it could not be flo~n on subsequent attacks. 

6. T.1e ;;unner of 6-B-16, 1\·:A.SON, Stuart Jarues, jr., 
393 28 71, ARI~2c, US::~, was WOWlded in the face and in the leGs 
by shrapnel, bullets, and plane fragnents durin0 pull-out from 
the clive and retirenent frcn the enawy fleet. He continually 
IJlanned !lis t\\1-ln nount '3.\lDS e.£,ainst e:J.emy fighters until clear 
of theLl and later repaired the plane's da;Ja;'~ed radio eno.bling 
the use of ZB in locating parent ~~ip. 

7. I~o fig_'1ter opposition v'B.s encountered prior to pull-outs 
from t~1e dives. Apparently nost of t.!'le AA fire was 
concentrated on the torpedo planes w~ich were attackine at 
tile sane tL'":l.e. ; .. ~ost plar!es \"ere at ta c~ced by fighters after 
pull-out fro~ dives. 

8. T~le conduct of all pilots ar.a.d :e~unners left nothint; to be 
desired. All pilots reL1ained in for~..a.tion despite the obvious 
fact t!1at carrying a 1,000 lb bot:.b for as long as they were 
carried entailed gasoline consumption that rendered possible 
return to own s:1ips unlikely and despite oxye;en supply 
difficulties whic~ at least four pilots encountered. Dives 
were continued to a very low altituC.e in spite of dans;er fron 
explosions of bCI::bs dropped ahead of each plane. Hits resulted. 

B. Thursday, afte.::-noon and evening. 

1. On T.:J.ursday afternoon and evening, June 4, 1942, 
Boubing Squadron Six rarticipated in a second attack against 
Japanese surface s.hi~ : s. Only four of t.:J.e seven VB-6 planes 
V1hich renained after t~1e i'irst attack could be launched. 
Three of t~e four for~ed a section led by Commander Bo1 bing 
SquaG.ron 3ix; t~e fourth was assi6rled to a section of VB-3. 
T~1e attack .;roup \•·as led by Coro.·•ander Scouting Squadron Six, 
and consisted of planes of vs-6, four rlanes of V3-6, eac!1 
loaded v·itll one 1,000 lb bo:t!ib, and fourteen pla'1es of V5-3. 
VB-6 personnel on t~is fli~ht ccnsisted of: 

6-3-1 
6-B-2 
6-B-3 
6-B-12. 

Lt. R.!I. Best 
Lt ( jc) E.J. JJ-oet:;er 
Ensi&J. F.T. t;eber 
Ensi~n S.C. ~ocan, 

:~~"UX<AY, J .F. , AC~~l(PA) 
·r f ..- 'TT"::'"":l. 'A . - n • • 'D 1, 3 .. .uu... .l.~"\1·~ , •r. "1. 1 .i:U>~ C 

:ITLBz:tT, E.L., Am .. 3c 
jr.B:t..AUi~, z.I-:., Seale 
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BC1..3L'G 3Q.Uh:9lC:~ SIX 
June 10, 1942 

Subject: rleport of ACtion, Ju~e 4-6. 1942. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

2. T.e objective ,.·as · .iven as 1 CV, 2 BB, J CA, and 
4 DD nt Lat. )1-40 _·, LO:if:. 172-10 rr. 

). T~e nttack ,t';roup depai.'ted at 1745 anG. cli~bed to 
l),OQ0 ft. ''<li1e e~route to t~1e objective. The objective 
was s:c,~:ted at about 1845 to .t:1e :-~ort1:west. It \"as seen to 
co.:-~sist of 1 CV, 1 B!J, t c~~ or ·CL a:16. J to 4 DD, the l1eavy 
s!;illS separated by several niles a>iC. eac!1 acconpanied by a 
destroyer.. Three aC.ciitio!!nl destroyers 't'·ere siG~ted about 
t~irty ~iles to t~e southeast, ~eaced for t~e ~ain eneny 
forr.:.atior-. BeJrond t:1ese t~1.ree destroyers to t~e south could 
be seen t~ee larce-colur~s or s~oke near t~e scene or the 
first er.•:;ae:ement. The "'~eat!1er was t:1e saue as <iescribed for 
tl:e first attack. - T~le attac .tc group clir.:bed to 19,000 ft. a.:.d 
c ire led to a posit ion up- sun from t:1 e ener:y. T:1e at tac .l( V·'B. s 
started at about 1905 •:·itl: a :1i;!l-speed ru...o;,-in. :..t least four 
:Tzer0 11 fi.?_:~lters at t9.C'':8C befOrG t.!'lG I'USli•OVer point \'·'aS 
reoc:·led, &r:<I 6-3-3 VT~s s~:ot dm·n. VS-6 C.ove first wit!l t!le 
CV o.s a te.rt;:-.et. :·.isses ,_·-ere observed o.n.d Co:J.r:..a1.cier Bor::bing 
S(),aaG.ron Six deciC..eG. to C...ive O.Ll t:.:e CV also. T2e first 
section of VB-3 QCve ~lead of VB-o, ~lso on t~e CV as a target. 
'1'\•·o C:.irect ~:its v.·ere observed. T: ~ e.r. ~lB-6 C.ove scorin.~: one 
direct ~lit. T:1e CV vras seerr to be burr..ir..r for tv1o-thirds of 
its length fro:·: t:H~ stern forv·s.rd. .A direct hit ·vas observed 
en a 3B. :1etire:-:ent v•as :::-~de at hich speed c.nd at low altitude. 
Ad\"a!ltat:_e ,:·as also ta:cen of broken cloud. cover at 2, ::>00 to 
),000 ft. 

4. Fairly he' a 'TY A.i. 1 lre '.''8.S encotl.."l ter ed 6 ur ing the 
C..i•;e --..anC. after pull-out. nzerQ :' fiQ:~ters also attac'-:ed after 
;ull-out. 

5. i .. t a~ou.t 1920, 6-3-2 and. 3-3-7, 1•·:1i ch "'ere in CO::!lpany, 
sichted er.G. !lttac!ced a 11:C:a,:·anis:li 95:: seapl a..r1e nnd probably 
danaged it v.'ith fixed r,un fire. It jettiso.neC. its bor:bs and 
escaped. 

6. J....t about 1940, Con:a.:.C.er 3or~binc; Sqt.:.aC:ron Six, , .. ho 
hacl retired initially to the y·estv~rC., observed the eneny CV 
still burninG.. but wovinG '·.ritl1 t~e fleet. S!1ortly thereafter 
he sis~ted an eneny lor: ':·in;.; i:_iOnoplan.::! seaplar..e h-3adir.t; for 
the e.:ewy fleet. 

7. All V5-6 p~~es exce~t u-5-3 returLed safely. 

- 5 -
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BOl:EI:{G SQ.U.AD~OrT SIX, 
June 10, 1942 

Subject: ~eport or Action, June 4-o, 1942. -------
8. T~e pilots and Gunners ex~ibited the same exemplary 

conduct as s:1ovm eurinr:; the t irst attack or t.!le day. All or 
the crews except that or 6-B-12 had rlown on the first attack. 

C. Friday, evening. 

1. On Friday, June 5, 1942, the remaininG six SBD 
planes or Bon'oint; Squadrcn Six participated in an attack ae;ainst 

. a Japanese CL. The tactical organization consisted or: 

6-B-4 Lt. L.A. S~th 
6-B-2 Lt ( je;} E.J. -~roeGer 
6-B-12 Ensign L • .ri.. I!opkins 

6-B-10 Lt. ii .p. Lar.~an 
o-B-1 Lt{j~) ~.L. hnderson 
o-B-17 E~si5n A.L. Hausch 

CJ~t:T.!ZRS, ~I.~~. , .A:.--JE2c 
,._. 'T ~'D~ r A~.- G ~ · r 'Dl~'l 
.. J.t...I.#.L~.-... !J~•' • , •' .n..o.;...,C 
~;n:zas OiJ", . E • a . , ar.n c 

GA..l.AUDY, E • .r., ;..ro.~c 
C-·oc~'TOUS""' ··- ~ · r G . ..,i.!,c • .1. -~ ~ .... , ~ ...... J\...~ 

JONES, ::.L., -~CL-13c 

Tlle e.ttac!c ~roup was led by Lieutenant D.W. Shu..~way, VB-3, 
ar.d consisted of a total of 32 SBD's tram VB-3, VB-5, VB-6, ~~d 
VS-6. ~ll plan3s l':ere arued v:it.h one 500 lb bomb. 

2. T.:1e objective ''ras .;iven as 1 CV (6.ai!a[;ed). 2 BE, 
3 CJ .. anC. 4 DD w~ich had bee..1 last reported. at 1000 at Let .30-00 N, 
Lon£,.179-32 W, course 310° T., sp::eC. 12 knots. 

3. The attack Group departed at 1730. ~alf of the 
::_ roup for<. ed a sco:.1tlr..g line at low altitude. The reLlaL"lder of 
t~1e group o:r \'t.l ich VB-J was a part c li ::.:bed to about 18,000 ft. 
enroute to the objective. T:!e only contact t:ade was v;ith a 
CL at about 2J30 at Lat.)J-00 I;, Long.l77-00 E. It v'as then 
dusk. Th e e!1er':Y CL • ~ aneuvered at high speed. It was a tt a eked 
and IJJ any near r·iisses, but no direct hits, were observed. 

4. Unusually l1eavy s::all calibre ~~ fire V-'as encountered. 
A:·parently large calibre :TUns were e:o.ployed fOJ" ;.~ also, using 
unfused projectiles, because r1any splashes but no shell bursts 
\"ere seen. 

5. 4Ul VB-6 planes returned safely. 

r1 6. Landi n.s a bos.rC. V'as ac conp 1i shed after dark. The 
\! pilots of 6- !3-12 and 6-B-17 r~a6.e their first ni,:!1t ca:-rier 

\
, lar:dir.3s. T~l eso I~i lots !lad ~ad no nii)l t field ca;:ri er landing 

L1 struct ion. Each had !'-B.C. e r..:.ore t i1a:2 t\'·er-~ ty or nor e day car.r-i er 
J lancinG3· 

,. 
- 0 -

- -- - ---- - - - ---



) 

':.:.c -::-J.:Crl.:.. CJGA!~IZA?IOl~ - VB-6. 

) 

3GLBirG S~iJADRON SIX, 
June 1, 1942 

l. Zffective t~is date the tactical orsanization of 
3o!:1binc So_uaC.ron SIX will be as follows: 

FirtST DIVISION 

:X. no v!> /~ ,- I I - -6-!-B~l-4L,.,.:tr,.,.--. -?.rt-• .,..., i~i ..... "i'--:a~e~s::Ht~------1-l..;,:-u~?-tiffi+.lA~<-Y¥-:-, ---.J.]..,.;,~F~:..o ..... ,~A~Co;.H""U. ... ~""-( .f.'P:.AA-+-) 
2 Lt ( jg) Z. J. Troeger EALTEffi,j.AN, G .v;., RK3c 
3 Ens. F.'i.'. W8ber HILBERP, :s,L,, AOEJe 

6-B-4 Lt. L.A. Sni th CA~tUTl:SRS, ri.R., ~2c 
~ co~~,~~f--- ----5~~L~t~(~j~L~· )~v~·.~3~.~rt~o~b~e~r~~~~~----s~~~~~I~I~~.,~Jd~T~. ,~~~·f~.D~.7.~;u~.2fr~~c 
L '! P .5 Y ? J - ~6~-::j;,6-~ nn-ss--.-, -±Dh.~Y,:.,j • .---:~::~i ae-:l~see~y"-------,J~3~?~JF.:±I~HffSI-::,---dJh,r-11J'f-.f ar-:-, ~HH:~IIRJ-ee 

SECOND DIVISION 

6-B-7 Lt. J.;t. Penland :-IEAHD, H.F., AID~2c 
/C ~..:: ov ~ , e L ) _.P. _-:;J',E;n~sh.~T-~.r::!-"H"~.r-S~e-hS-!1-n~8,i~"i-EeH"'"---___:HrG,!,T,±_;T'I~"'~r~-t;r-~'!b-r~:A:H A n1io!''~"l 0 f7£ r? s..--- ,_,..- "'"'" 0 n ;:r;~ ;o;U:CV::lh J U i:C I f :IUU'.L 

~ 6t J - ./ .,x- -~ -~3rP.n~s~-s.,.......-r:O<r,,r2f~t r• ...o~G~r+'!Cofl!e-flfi~C~----JMl!HJr.;:.;~..q:'±'3Mw;.A..to.;,...,,~s;;......,, AA,-a .... , -~Ht1.,.~H3~e 

6-~-l'J lt. H.?. Lan!'lar.1 
11 Ens. T, '';, .d.amsay 

~ 12 .2:ns. L.A. :Iopkins 

1'::-II IID D IVI SIC i'T 

G&-•AUDY, E. J. , ARMl c 
DYXCi~'; 1 S. I.. 1 Ai·Z::2c 
AliDZRSOi(, Z .R. , RM)c 

. -. . .. 

L D_ "L::l T +-I · \ J T 1T n . , • .,..T C'Qll • ,.,. ,~. ~ A'D'H1 
tr-~--:o~,;g,,or.r!lfl:;:,UPOR 1.::!>1:>0 :L:CJ al:aw4 . os or., a.-u'uloC 

-:l-4 --=:n~'\r.a.ad:-3:i~\;gri:-E9HP:'----+.1G~A±tt-. 7~i!:l-!i-!--,1r-::1L6--....-lEt!i-rw Jot-• .,., ~a~&~ali*-(;C~-
,'f --l-5~.,..-4.Gr-.;o:Hlt-Edi-!s:HEll~· t&ha---~?~!AnTl!!:'rl.!:l.;:rt~S~O~?-?t-:-r1 ~J-..-¥,1'4h' .,,,_...j~r~. r1 -. • .A.~~U.-"'''7~ C 

6-:a-16 Lt(jc) 3.1. Anderson l.:A.SON, S.J.; jr., ARM2c 
17 ~ns. A.L. Rausch · J0!'3S, H.L., A01.:)c 

~ - --:l8-3fts ~...,; ~n ,-J-r ...... ,-~Y~G-ri-U:P?~;c.;....,~G~, R~ • ..,..., -Afl~H-+i!,~1~3-ee-

~ Zns. S.C. Eoe,an, jr. BRAUH, E.~·~.,· Seale 
£mOLD, G .:-1. , Sea2c 
l~D.:3:::lLII!, L. L. , ~Z·,!J a 

+ Ens. D.L. Zly 
-If 3!1s • :-:. "-t. L iffn er 

-¥- Tc.vo ""7()1\1' /- 'l'fS .£A'"r.E.R/£NCE IN ..:;,Qc..J/9~~01"1. 
', 

av3~r .t~;·B~~~ 
.. 1. • .[~ • ..!,.J l , 

Lieute:1ant, u.s. Navy, 
Co~ander Bonbinc Squadron SIX. 
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D. Saturday, afterr.oon. 

1. Oil daturoay, J"ur..e 6, 1942, the re.."":Bi:lins; f!.\re 
SBD planes ot Botlbint; Squar:.ron Six participated in an attack 
asainst a japane~e force coLsist~g of 1 CA, 1 CL anc 2 _DD. 
The tactical orGanization consisted or: 

6PB-l Lt. L.h. Suith 
6-B-16 Lt(jg) E.L. Anderson 
6-B-2 5nsicn D,L. Ely 

6-B-10 Lt. II. i. Lanha:-1 
6-B-17 Ensic:r.. H.' ';. Liffner 

c_~U'E!3-tS, ::.s., A?l:2c 
c:iCC~:;J...OUSZI:, •·; .G., i..RLlc 
Affi:'OLD, G.~·:., Sea2c 

G _.:....1A t.'!>Y, 3 • J • , Ai11.:1 c 
T'Tl'"n '"'-:::l~ "r\T ,. L JJ .. "J 
;....L..l\.LJ ....... -.J..o ~' , ... ~. • , •.l- c 

The attac''\: croup '\'"aS lead by Lieut. &10rt, VS-5, anc\. 
consiste~ or 31 SED's fro~ \~-3. VS-5, VB-0, vs-6; 3 TED's fro~ 
VT-6 ar:C:. 12 F4F-4' s fron 7F-6.. All iG-6 pla.::es c:.rrieC. 
1,000 lb bo!-~bs as did LOst of t!ie ot~u;r 3DD'~. 

2. T!1e objective , .. as .::;iven as 2 B3, 2 CA anC. several 
DD at Let.29-33 i~, Lo~c.l75-35 Z, course 270° T., speed 15 ~~nots . 

3. T:1e at t ac :( .~.roup C.e :rerted at 1315. Tn e SBD' s 
proceeded inc e~e.:·. c1s::. t 1y and el i: ·beci_ to a bout 19, OJO ft. en­
route to t~e o~jective • .At 1400 1 Ci~, 1 C:L a:.o. 2 DD v.rere 
si6~ted. 'i'he S3D's co .:-.tinued. t~irty :-::.iles beyor.d. this force 
searchir..g for :aB' s. ;:~o ot::er s:nrs ,.-e:-e s~ ()lted.. ar:C: a 
~1i;h sreed ru::J.-in v·as :.-.aC.e or. the force si~:1ted at 1400 ar..d 
attack del ive~eil o.:! it at about 1415. : ost of t:1e SED's 
s.ttac'-:ed t!".~.e C.i-.. v·:!ic il ''aS cor::_t'1etel·.c , -:-ec ·:eC.. Sor.e inC.iviC.ual 
pilots d.ov::; on t:1e CL a ::C: at least o.:-_e h it , -as observed. 
T.!J.e VF v·e.re see:: to strafe t~e 2 !)D. 

4. ..~11 pls..:.:es re turn. ed safely. 

5. .A.t 1750 a pi1oto.= rap:i ic fli c ht , .. as ser~t out to . 
obtain pictures of caDa~e to e~ eQY s~ips in the above action. 
Tile f11~_,~1t ,•-as led by :Lt( j t:;J ~.J. ~:roec,ar, .n-V{l~), US~""R, V3-6, 
enG. ccnsistecl of 3-:3-10 ar:e. o~s S3D fro:.1 vs-6. T~e photo .~re.pZ1er 
in 3-B-10 -..•·as ~..:.r. ii..D. Brick of Fox i ovietone News. 

6, ~t the conclusion of the t_l ree-day battle t h e :pilots 
ar.d. :~un::e:s rerJainint{ in Bo.::.__bir!g S<;_uaC:ror_ Six are as inc icc: ted 
by enclosure (~). 

' "J .. .. :J .· f 
, j ,51_._1"1 /L ~ ( . -_. -\ -· :J1 v~~/\."'- , 

"';"-:""'"' :, ... - . 
• ] • - _, _ . L.l -- , D • 
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Sub ject: 
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mel o~ure: 

June 20, 1942. 

Connander, Scouting Squadron SIX. 
Co.l.l!ilanding Officer, U .-3 .S. El"i'.t.!R:FRI.3.E. 
C or._r:le nder , R:Tz-q:r RISE Air Group .. 

Report of Action, June 4-6, 1942. 

(a) U.S. Havy neculations, .Art 874, par. ·6 .• 

(A) Sco:.~tin; s qucdron SDC Tactical Orginzat ion 
of June 2, 1942. · 

1. Scouti:1g SQuadron Six participated in four separate 
attacks against Japan8se naval forces during the period June 4 
tD~oug~ June 6, 1942, and in one photographic flight over Japanese 
naval forces on ~une 6, 1942. On June 4, 1942 there were nineteen . 
pilots attached to the squadron, seven of whom had been in the · 
s~uadron :or more than seven months, two for more than three months, 
seve.:1 for two oonths and three for one month. There were eighteen 
S~D-3 airplanes assigned and all were in commisGion. Action was 
expected. The following is a chronological account of the part 
ScOt~t ir.g Squadron Six played in the action: 

A. Thursda~un~~942, forenoon and afternoon. 

1. On Thursday, June 4, 1942, Scoutir~ Squadron Six 
participated in an attack on a Japanese force consisting of four 
aircreft carriers, several battleships or heavy cruisers, and many 
destroy0rs, about 150 niles Northwest of EidvJay Island. The attack 
::; roup was led by the Enterprise Air Group Commander and oons isted 
of thirty-tYJO SED's, tifteen · froCl VB-6, loaded with one 1,000 lb. 
bo~b each, sixtcen · from VS-6, loaded with one 500 lb. bomb and two 
100 lb. bombs each, artd the J:AGC plane loaded with one 500 lb. bomb 
and two 100 lb. bombs. The squadron tactical organization was as 
foll DVYS: 

First Division 

6-3-1 Lt. W. z. GALLAE::R 
6-S-2 Ens. R • .1 . STONZ 
6-S-3 Ens. J.Q. ROBZRTS 

6·5-? I.t. ( j g) N ,1. Icr..EISS 
6-8~18 Ens. C.E. DSXT~ 

lSERliTT, T.E~ ACRM(.A.;) 
BERGlli, VI. H., R11lo 
SWD:DELL, T.R., AOMlo 

SNOWDEN • J • t;;. , RM3c 
HOFF, D.L., RM3c 

Second Division 

6-S-10 Lt. C.E. DICKI~EON Jr. 
6-S-15 :Sns. J. R. ~:cC.4RTFJ 
6- 3-12 ~~s. G.J. ?E~~2R 

DE LUCA, J .F., ARMlc 
HmTi:LL, E. E., RM2c 
J3CK, F .C., RM3c 

- 1 -
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6-S-16 Lt(jg) J.N. 'i"/EST 
6-S-1? !lls. V .L. HICH 2EL 
6-S-14 Ens. J .C. LOUGE 

STITZELB.-:RGER, A .R. , R!'.12c 
vAI~CE, . • T. D. I . R!.~c 
J:A!\OZJ.J , L. D. , ru.12c 

Third Division 

6-S-4 
6-S-5 
6-S-6 

6-S-8 
6-3-11 

Lt. C.R. WARE 
Ens • F • W. 0 'FLAH::RTY 
Ens. J .A. 3EZLTON 

STAl:IBAUGH,. VI.H., ARMlo 
GAIDO; B .F. ; AH!.ac 
CRiliG, D.W., RU3c 

Photographi_c Planes Ac_c_o_m...E.§!_I1Y_inr-: EAGC 

Ens. 
Ens. 

~!. R. 
R.A. 

PITT!' IAN 
JJ.CC.4RD 

ADKINS i F. D. , A!.ll.'l2c 
PIXLEY, P. W. , ID.13c . . 

2. The attack group departed at 0930 and cl~bed to 
20,000 ft. enroute to the objective. Before reaching the objective, 
6-S-~ was forced to return to the ship when the pilot was .. ..tnable to 
shirt to high blower. This airplane is not shown on the above 
tactical organization. 

3.(a) At about 1205, the Japanese fleet was sighted and 
was seen to consist of 4 CV, 4 BB or CA and 8 to 10 DD. The weather 
was clear and·visibility excellent. 'l'here were scattered cummulus 
clouds from 1,500 ft. to '2,500 ft. and the ceiling vms unlimited. 
The surface wind was 5 to 8 knots fro~ the southeast. The Enterprise 
Air Group Commander designated by voice radio one CV targat for 
himself and VS-6 and another CV tar~ot for VR-6. Cor-~ander Scouting, 
Six followed tho three plane sect ion led hy c::.:AG on a CV of the 
Ka&i or Akagi class and observed t\·;o of this sections bombs to be 
near missGs - the impact of the third bomb was not observed. The 
CV at this t inc was undama -::;ed. .A clear view o::: the entire flight 
deck was obtained during the dive and any damase hy previous bonb 
hits would have been noted. The bomb dro;ped by the Commanding 
Officer of Sco~ting Six was a direct hit in tho center of the flight 
deck about 200 tt. from the stern • .At laast tvJO more direct hits 
were scored by the first division and the CV was afire and smoking 
heavily. 6-S-2 joined up with 6-S-1 almost immediately after pull­
out from the dive and a high speed low altitude retirement was made 
through an opening in the screening vessels. DurinB retirement 
several more hits woro observed on the CV atta eked by Scouting 
Squadron Six and about five minutes after completion of the attack 
a terrific explosion was observed which completely envelopod tho 
CV in flames. .Although several Japanese fighters were observed 
overhead in position to atteck, no attacks were pressed home against 
6-S-1 and 6-S-2. A !.lesserschm.itt type fighter was seen to o.ttack 
6-S-8 and the fi~hter was seen to crash into the water in flan.es. 
Ret irernent we s continued in the direct ion of Hidway for a short t i r.1e 
a n C. ~.h. en a n in"te rc opt ion course was set for our ov;n task ro::-ce. 
During retirement it was obser\ed tb.ut three CV wore on fir e and 
smokL~g heavily. 

- 2 - ,/ 
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{b ) The second division leade::- followed immediately 

Dftcr the last p~o~e cf tho first division en the designated target 
sco~ins a direct ~ ~t ~ ith his 500 lb. tomb. At least two other hits 
were scored by this division. The third division was seen to follow 
the second division on th 1 ~ ~ si~~~ted target. None of the pilots of 
this division returned hut the second division loader stated that the 
third tivision m8dc at lenst ono direct hit. 

4. (a} Four of tho five plcnus of the first division · 
_returned. 6-'3-3 was seen to enter his dive but has not boon hoard 
from nince. 

(b) .?wo planes of th~ socond division returned. 6-S-10 
WEJ s forcc:d to land in tho water just as he reach\.)d our task force. 
The: personnel wore picked up by tho U.S. 3. Phelps and wero later 
transf~r~...;d to the u.s.s. Znterpriso. Th.u personnel of 6-S-15 were 
rescuod but oro not available for compil~tion of this report. 

(c) None of the three planes of the third division 
return..::d e1nd no informc.tion is c:;.vailablo as to·whether thuy were 
shot dov:n or '.'hwthcr thoy had forced landings duo to shortac;o of 
fuel. 

(d) 'rho t·.·;o planes v:l:ich accompanied CEAG returned. 

(c) Su..ri1m&rizinE;, ci:~ ht plnnos out of sixteen returned; 
tho p0rsonr..el or two other plan0s \Jere ro scucd; t.hs personnel of 
six planos nrc unaeco~ntod for. One of th~ eight planes which 
returned, 6-S-8, was dsma G..::d by :1achine gun fire nnd could not bo 
flovm on sutsu0.u0nt 8ttack3. 

5. The twin nount froe-gun in 6-S-8 camo out of its 
mount in tho divo. .A.DKIES, Floyd Delb...:rt, 382-13-76, A.l·.r.r.~.2c, 
u.s .. r., h...:ld tho :sun in his lc:Jp during thw dive and so offactivoly 
manhandled it after tho di·..re that he shot dovm a. Hesscrschmitt type 
fighter which atta.c~od his plane ~lmost itllJ:ledi&toly after tho pull­
out. 

6. !'!o fiE;htcr opposition wns encountered prior to 
Pull-outs from dives and v;:;rv little .A.-A fire ·:1as encountered as it 
seemed to be concentrated on~ tho torpedo planes which were attacking 
at tho sa~o tiQo. Some planes encountered both A-A fire and attacks 
~y fi~ht~rs on retireMent. 

7. Tho conduct of all pilots and gunners was 
magnifico~t. Althou~1 only seven of tho sixteen pilots had previous­
ly dropp~d live bombs, all pilots prossed homo th~ir attacks and 
rcle:n sod 2t c: low 3.lt itudc. A high pcrcontac::;e of hits was tho 
rc sult. 

- 3 -
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B. 7hursda'~ afternoon nnC!.__eveniJlli. 

1. On ~hursday afternoon and evenins, June 4, 1942, 
Scouting S~uadron Six participated in a second attack against 
Yapanese surf&ce ships. Only seven of tr.e nine planes remaining 
after t~e first attack could be launched. One of these, 6-S-16, 
returned almost i~~ediately due to engine trouble. The attack group 
was led hy CoQffiander Scoutin~ S~uadron Six, and consisted of six 
planes of VS-5, four planes of VB-5, and fourteen planes or VB-3. 
The V:>-6 tactical or-:;a nizat ion for this fli:;ht was as follows: 

6-S-1 
5-S-2 
6-S-11 

6-S-? 
6-S-1 7 
6-3-18 

Lt. '-:l. ~. G1~LLAF2R 
t:ns. R.-.; . STOKS 
:::ns. R .~~ o :i Acc;,Rn 

Lt U cd ··: .J. KLEISS 
:...;!'ls. V .L. ~ITC}GEL 
Ens. C . E. DZ:~T:8R 

I.!ZRRI'l'T, T.Z., ACRH(AA) 
BZRGIN; Vi .IT. ; Rlllc 
Pmz.:, P. Yi. , RJ.I3c 

SNO.'J!)~}·T, J. VI. , RM3o 
DA:•iCJ:, J·.n., rur3c 
HO F Z, D • L • , ID.i3c 

2. The objective wbs ~iven as 1 CV, 2 BF., 3 CA, and 
4 DD at Lat. 31-40:07, Long. 172-10\l. 

3. The attack sroup departed at 1745 and climbed to 
13,000 ft. while enroute to the ohjective. Tha objective was 
siGhted at · about 1845 to the Northwest and was seen to consist of 
l CV, 1 :CE, 1 CA or CL end 3 to 4 D:J. The heavy ships were widely 
separated and each was accompanied by a destroyer. The weather was 
the same as described for the mornins attack. The attack group 
climbed to 19,000 rt. while circling to a position up-sun from the 
er:e::1y. ?b.e at~ack was started c: t about 1905 with a high-speed run­
i!!. Four or five :.:::oro" fir:htars ettacked before the push-over 
poi!!t was ree.c~ed but no V3:..6 planes ·were shot down. VS-6 dove 
first and t~e first two planes ~issed a3tcrn when the CV made a 
sterp 180° turn away from the direction of the dive. The third 
nlane to dive scored a direct hit and at least one hit was scored 
fv the second section~ Three planes of V5-6 and most of tho VB-3 
pie.nes attacked the: CV and several more hits were made and the CV 
was afire from stem to storn. Some VE-3 planes attacked a BB and 
at least one: direct hit w2s made. Retirement was made at high 
speed end at 2 low altitude. 

4. Fairly h;.;avy .A-A fire rws encountered during the 
dh·e and after pull-out. :tzerd' fis;htcrs also attacked after pull­
O:.J.t o 

5. All VS-6 pla~cs returned safely from this attack. 
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6. All pilots and gu~~ers conducted themselves in the 
sa~e exemplary manner os was done in the first attack. All the 
crews had flown on the first attack. 

C. Friday e~enin£. 

1. On Friday, June 5, 1942, nine SED planes or Scouting 
S~uedron Six participated in an attack aceinst a Japanese CL. The 

_ tactical organization was as follows: 

- 6-S-13 Lt. Fl.TRIARCJ, 
6-S-16 Ens. FITT:l.\N 
6-S-11 Zns. JACCARD 

6-3-7 
6-S-9 
6-S-18 

L t ( j G ) I~~IS 3 
Ens. RODZ}."BURG 
Zns. D::!::·~::R 

5-S-2 Zns. STON~ 
6-3-17 Ens. HIClC~L 
6-S -1 Ens . VA!:~C!."'N 

BADGLZY, J. R. , ACRH (AA) 
ADKINS; F .D.~ AJ~!2c 
FIXL:h."Y, P.U., R!.'i3c 

... ,.,.o··m"7n- - · · 'r'l~·3 uu ' .:..:.•'J, J • •: : • , ~·! C 
BRUCE, T.J., Sea2c 
HOF:F, D. L. , R1.i3c 

B~RGIN, ~~. R. , RMlc 
DAN::~; J.D.; Rg3c 
CLARK, r.;. ~ l. , A~J.r.~2 c 

The attack group was led by Lieutenant D.W. · 
8}:-u;.r;t.,.'.Y, VB-3, and consisted of a total of 32 S:SD' s from VB-3, VB-5, 
VB-6, and VS-6. All planes ·were armed with one 500 lb. bomb. 

2. The oojective was Given as 1 CV (damaged), 2 BB, 
~ C~ and 4 DD·which had ~gen · last reported at 1000 at Lat. 30-00N, 
Lon::;. 179-32',/. co'.lrse 310 T, speed- 12 knots. 

3. The attack group departed at 1730. Half of the 
group formed a scoutinc line at low altitude while the remainder 
of the 5roup cli~hed to 18,00C ft. enroute to the objectives. At 
about 2030 contact was made with a Japanese CL at Lat. 33-00N., 
Long. 177-00S. It was then dusk. The CL was attac!:ed and ma·ny near 
misses, but no direct hits were observed. Durin ~~ the attack, the 
CL maneuvered at high speed. 

by i:nsi~n 

4. Heavy small . calibre A-.A fire was encountered. 

5. All VS-6 planes returned safely but 6-S-1 piloted 
VAi<i2N, Jr .• landed aboard the HOR!T.:.:."T. 

6. ·Landing ·abonrd ·,-:as accomplished after dark • . The 
pilots of 6-S-16. 6-S-11, 6-3-9, 6-S-18, 6-S-17. and 6-3-1, made 
t~eir first ni3~t carrier l~ndings. These pilots had had no 
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previous ni$t fl~rin:; in SED planes and had had no nieht field 
carrier landing instruction. 

D. Saturday, forenoon. 

l. Zighteen VSE plenes, of which six were Scouting 
Six planes{ were launched at about 0710 to search a relative sector 
180°-360° T) to a distance of 200 miles. All Scoutin5 Six planes 
completed their seerch '' it::out .mo.Y.:in:: any con to. cts. 

z. 6-S-1, piloted hy ~nsi:·n c._;. V.A:::;::I,T, Jr.,accompan-
ied the !;ornet groap on an nttack nission and failed to return. 

E. Saturday, afternoon. 

1. On saturday, June 
Sco:~ti !1G Sr']uedron 3ix participated 
force consistin.s of 1 C:A, 1 CL,ar.d 
was as fo1lm··s: 

6-S-16 Lt. F .A. I.ATRI:·~RC.~ 
o-S-2 Ens. R. ·.1. 3'rONE 
6-S-11 Sns. R.A. JACC/,RD 

6-S-? 
6-S-1? 
6-s-1e 

Lt ( if'!.) J!.J •. 1\LEISS 
:Ens • V. L. 1 iiC :r.::::r.. 
:Sns. C.E. D:I{T.:.ill 

6, 1942, six S~D planes of 
in on attacl: against a Japanese 
2 JD. The tactical or~anization 

?J\DGL..:."Y, J. R. , ACRr: ( AA ) 
R.:.::RG HT, ·~'J. rT. , R; :lc 
FI:L"Y, P. H. , PJ-13c 

s:NO'.ID:t;H, J .'d. , Rl\-13c 
DANC~, J.D., E.13c 
HOFF, D.L., R1:13c 

The attack group VJas led 1-~. Lieutenant SROP.T, VS-5, 
a~d co.t!sisted of 31 S.,..'D's froo. VB-3, V;- · .. , VB-6, VS-6; 3 TBD's from 
VT-6 and 12 F4F-4's from VF-5. 

2. The OQiectjve was given as 2 BB0 2 CA,and several 
DD at Lat. 29-33 ~T., LonG. 175-35 3., course 270 T., speed 15 knots. 

3. The attack group departed at 1:15. The SPD's 
proceeded independently, climbing to about 19,000 ft. enroute to t.tG 
objective. At 1400 1 c.~, 1 CL end 2 DD were si:;hted. The SED's 
continued thirty miles ahead of this fore;e searchinG for the FE's, 
but no other ships were si :-::,hted. A hie;h speed run-in was then made 
on the force contacted at 1400 and an attack was delivered at about 
1415. ~Iost of the SED's attacl:ed t~e CA, which ~•as very heavily 
danaged. Some pilots attacked the CL and ~ t least one hit ~as 
observed. The VF p1Qnes straf~d the 2 DD. 

4. .All planes returned scfelv. 
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TACTICAL ORG;.N'J:ZATION ?OR l~TrACK. 
(By Divisions) 

Sect. Sod. 
f.~J;_s_ No. 

Red S-1 
f! 2 
II 3 

Bu .l'~C?_._ :F ilot Gq,_n~ 

FIRST DIVIS ION 
0320? Lt. ;'{.E. Gallaher 
4681 Ens. R;d. Stone 

:jj 4526 :;;-:ns. J .~. Roberts 

Merritt, T.z., ACRM 
Bergin, VI.H., R!.Uc 

# Sv; indell, T. R., .A01Uc 

Yellow S-? 03232 Lt ( jG) N.J. Kleiss 
03240 Zns. C.E. Dexter 
4616 Ens. E.E. Roden~urG 

Snowden, J. W. , Bll3c 
Hoff,· D.L., · RM3c 
Bruce, T.J., ·Sea2c 

II -18 
ll 9 

G"reen ·S-10 
n 15 
tf 12 

White S-16 
tr 17 

Amber S-4 
II 5 
1: 6 

White S-13 
:t 14 

s::COND DIVISIO!~ 
~ 03208 Lt. C. E. Diclanson 
; 4615 Ens. J .R. !.:ccarthy 
if 4600 Ens. C.D. Peiffer 

03236 Lt(jg) J .N. \'lest 
03239 Ens. V.L. llicheel 

THIRD DIVISIOH 
If 03206. Lt. C .R. Hare 
~ 03224 Zns. F.\-!. 0 'Fle herty 
# 03225 Zns. J .A. Shelton 

03234 Lt. F.A. BetriarcG 
# 4612 :~ns. J .C. Lough 

~DeLuca.; J .F., ARMlc 
.;, Howell, E. E. , ID12c 
t~ J e c k , F. C • , :m ~3c 

Stitzelberger,A.R., RUZc 
Dance, J.D., RM3c 

"/!stambaugh, w .H. , Am.uc 
7! Ga i do , B • F. , Al~U c 
#Craig, D.W., RM3c 

Badgley, J. R. , ACRH 
;{!Hansen, L.D., RH2c 

FHOTOG?.AfFIC s ::CT:TON 

''!~ite C.C 4618 Lt. Cdr. !icCluskey 
4589-?Ens. ', ~· .R. Fittman 
4563- :C· Ens. R .A. Jaccard 

0 ' Brien , J • !.; • , A C ~.1 
A d.kins; F. D. ; Al.!M2c 
Fix ley, ::F. r;. , Ri~3c 

" s-e 
u 3-11 

m::.:.ssrmr~ 
¢ Ens. c. E. Vammen ¢ Clark, II. W., AIJ!~i2c 

AT~ROV~: SU!1i' IT'I'T .::D : 
\;. _;. G.:1:..L~. ::~R 

LieutcnE:nt, U.s.I;. 
C ornna nd in'· 

C. R. ".'1'rARE 
Lieutenant, U.s.r-:. 
Flight Officer, VS6 

.. :• a- .'l'r-sl·n,.... in ''Ct-l•O,..,:r since -U,...e Ll lC"''? iJ.~ ... ... 0 .... J - rl .., l~ - t: J.l - t ..,1 • .::,_,. 

J Landed i~ n2ter on 1une ~~ 1942; pl~ne lost, personnel 
S3fely recovered. 

rl. ' I>'' · · • 't' ·r • - 6 '""•:> ):.! .. 1ss1r::; :n .-;.c 1 on slnce ,: une , _L':J'=~· 

ENCL OSU:.qE (A ) 
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