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) . nA.1'Ea,l3 DE.C,'I-5~_&Jt6~1/3n 
· l!efe~en~e: (a)· ComCruTaskFor 1? Serial 013 of June 12, 1942. · .: -~·: _' "' 

' ~o1~sur!)'(A) 

• . ~(B) 

-·/(C) 
. D) 

. ·".:.. 
"··· - '-

Battle of Midway - Preliminary Re .:~ort of Com.7as~-cv' :·:·.; ·.·. _ 
For 17 dated June 14, 1942. , .. -.-·?.;;,·.-:-
ComTaskFor 1~ Serial 0144-A of June 16, 194?. and V ·· ·:· 
enclosures thereto. 
00 YORKTo·~m J.tr CV5/~16-3(CCR-Q...O-oah) of ) 
June 18,- ·1942. · ./ 
ComTaskJ.roup 17.4 Serial 0122 of June 4, l94B 
and enclosures thereto. - ~ 
ComTaskFor 16 Ser~<tl 0035 of Jun~ 22, 194? and en:-.Y'f ~~ 
closure thereto. { Y INt.~N N ~S ik. oolj, t1)'/.f /l.f-v"' 1 ' 

-CO PENSACOLA Serial 056 of Jurte 8, 1942.~ -
C_O BALCH Serial 0166 of June 12, 1942. 
CDS SIX Serial 0103 of J_'rlne 1~ .. 1_~42 a~d /. ,,; ~.) 
enclosure thereto. (BfNttFftl\ ~. 1 {g/'Of 'f~ ,......, 
Track Chart of T.ask Force 17. v 

Enclosures (.A.) to {I) a re forwarded herevrith. 
:ae:ftr.'8Jtla.!i~ (a) was forwarded direct to the Co.::J11ander-in-Chief, 

io Fleet. 

Attention is invited to the Prelli~in3ry Report of 
Task Force~ 17, a copy of \vhich is attached as enclosure 

3. Commander Task Force 17 fully concurs in the points 
".mentioned in paragraph (9) of enclosure {B), but submits the 
~o1low1ng additional and qualifying remarks on the various sub­
paragraphs. 

/, 
v~· } " 

i 
t 
,t 

(o) 

(e) 

,_, 

In a duel between CVs the side wllich is able to 
strike the first blow against enemy CVs -whose 
planes ~ .2.!! board wins. 

& (f) Particular attention is invited to these 
two subparagraphs, with which · coumander Task 
Force 17 is in full agreement. 

(g) Experience gained at Tu.LAGI, the CO~ SEfi and 
- MID"/I.AY has shovm clearly that an excessive number 

of direct hits with 1000 pound bombs fused with 
Mk 21 · and 23 fuses {1/100 second delay) is 
require~to destroy or severely damage a large 
enemy ·sh!g-

1 
· · Jl'f 146 · 
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CRUISERS, PACIFIC FLDT 

DEC LA IFI June 26, 1942~ 

;:;.ubject: Battle of :.Iiduay - Forwarding of Reports. 

3. (g) 

( j) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Continued. 

It is believed that the ruse setting is 
short to permit the bomb to penetrate 
sufficiently to obtain the max~um destruot1Ya 
force. It is susgested therefore that a , 
1/25 of a second. delay action ruse ,.be sup~1ec\ 
for use with the present type 1000 pound bOJILbe 
For use against armored· ships suoh as battle• 
ships and heavy cruisers, it is essential tbit · 
an armor piercing bomb, capable of being· , · 
carried by our present type dive bombers, be 
procured immediately. : 
Every effort should be made to locate and 
maintain contact with an enemy force by other 
than carrier aircraft. · 

4. Conmander Task l!,orce 16 and Oommand:er Task J'oroe l..'l 
were fully aware of the advantage of' surface attackS under . 
proper conditions, but due to the necessity or resouing per­
sonnel of the YORKTO".VN; to the distances involved atter air ; 
supre!Ilacy had been established; and · the lack of fuel tor con­
tinued hi3h speed in the destroyers, it was not possible to 
m3ke a surface attack. 
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From: 
.To: 
Via: 

Subject: 

~ 

' : . 
,n, ""~fCLASSIFIED 

Commander Task J:<'orce SIXT::C.:~~;. 
Conmander-in-Chief, U. S . Pacific ~leet. 
Commander Task Force S~V.JENTEEN. 

Battle of IJidway; forwarding of reports. 

Enclosure: v (A) CO EORNET Serial 0018 of June 13, 1 942,J 
with enclosures thereto. 

J (B) 

J (c) 

, (D) 

j (E) 

(F) 

CO ENT~RPRISE Serial 0133 of June 8, 1942,1 
with enclosures t hereto. 
CO BNT..C:RPRISE .Serial 0137 of June 13, 1942, .,_./ 
with enclosure thereto. / 
Comcrudiv SIX Serial 058 of June 11, 1942, 
with enclosure thereto. / 
CO PENSACOLA 3erial 056 of June 8, 1942, 
with enclosure thereto. 
Comdes~on SIX Serial 094 of June 12, 1942,/ 
less enclosure. 

1. Enclosures are forwarded herewith. -.~bere dis­
crepancies exist between ~~ZRPniS3 and HOrtN~T reports, the 
ENTERPRISE report should be taken as the more accurate. 

2. On 4 June, Task Force SIXT~ consisted of 2 CVs, 
5 CAs, 1 CL and 9 DDs. 

3. The following is a general outline of the opera-
tions of Task Force SIXTI<:F.N -duri-ng the three days, 4-6 June, 
during which attacks against Japanese forces took place off 
Midway. All times given are zone plus ten, which is two hours 
ahead of Midway time, zone plus twelve. 

4. Thursday, 4 June. 

(a) We received our first contact report at 0740. 
Task Force SEVENTEEN was about 10 miles to the N.E. of us 
with search in the air. Task Force SIXTEEN headed toward the 

· contact at 25 knots. When we got within striking distance, 
about 0900, we turned south into the wind and launched attack 
groups. The order of launching was: (1) VF for fighter patrol, 
(2) dive bombers armed some with 500, remainder with 1000 lb. 
bombs, (3) torpedo planes, (4) VF to accompany TBDs. Launching 
t~e was about one hour. Carriers then headed for contact at 
25 knots. 
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S~C~ET 

UNIT~D ST,-~.T.i;S ~..;.CIFIC ?13ET 
l<'L'~GSHIP OF cm,i1.:ANDER CA.illi.IZRS 

Sl 
Subj ect: Battle of J,: idway; forwarding of reports. 

(b) Our estimate of enemy CV movements was that he 
would continue into wind to close Midway, so as to recover, 
reservice and launch new attack. We felt that we had to hit 
him before he could launch his second attack, both to prevent 
:further damage to l.lidway and to ensure our own safety. 

(c) Unfortunately, our presence was discovered by 
an enemy seaplane scout while we were launching. As this 
plane was to the southward of us, I assume he may have come 
from a seaplane tender southeast of Midway. Whatever the 
cause, enemy CV turned back to the northward instead of con­
tinuing toward Midway, as we have figured he would. Our dive 
bombers who were conducting a modified search enroute to the 
target, failed to make contact at first and did not arrive 
until after the TBDs and their accompanying VF. 

(d) By this time enemy CVs, had been recovering 
their planes and were preparing to launch their second attack, 
which would undoubtedly have been on our CVs and not on Midway. 
The presence of the third carrier was not known when we 
launched our attack; and the presence of a fourth was not 
realized until much later, as she appears to have been somewhat 
separated from the first three. 

(e) Very unfortunately for themselves but very 
fortunately for the fate of the action, our TBDs gallantly 
attacked without Waiting for the arrival and support of our 
dive bombers. The torpedo plane attack, while not in itself . 
very effective, caused the enemy to maneuver radically and 
prevented him from launching. Our dive bombers arrived in the 
nick of time, caught one enemy CV (Akagi) with most, it not 
all, of his planes on deck. The other carriers had some p1anes 
on deck. This resulted in the burning and subsequent des­
truction of the first three carriers. The wiping out or our 
torpedo plane squadrons was, I believe, done largely by enemy 
VFs. This seems to have pulled enemy VFs down and left the 
air clear for our dive bombers. The heavy losses in dive 
bombers appear to have occurred through forced landings, out 
of gas. We rescued the crew of one such ENTERPRISE plane 
Friday afternoon. Others have since been sighted and rescued 
from Midway. HORNET dive bombers failed to locate the target 
and did not participate in this attack~ Had they done so, 
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the fourth carrier could have been attacked and later attacks 
made on YORKTOWN by this carrier prevented. 

( f} The YOrt:rcro~,m air group played an important 
part in this first attack. Their search gave us that after­
noon the information of the location of the fourth carrier. 
This enabled us to launch the late afternoon attack which 
crippled the fourth carrier and gave us i~contestible mastery 
of the air. Af'ter the :first attack on the YO.:.Urrovn~ her planes 
then in the air landed on the .:..::NTERPRISE and aO~lliET. They 
took part in all subsequent attacks and were of the greatest 
value in making up :for planes lost in the first attack. 

{g) '.Vhen the :first attack was made on the YORKTOWN, 
she was nearly out of sight of us to the northwestward. From 
the heavy smoke that appeared, I judged that she had been hit. 
Our aircraft operations and the relative direction of the 
light wind prevailing prevented us from ever getting a good 
look at her until she had been abandoned after the second 
attack. I sent two CAs and 2 DDs to her assistance after the 
first attack and continued to :furnish VF protection. Our 
late afternoon attack on the :fourth carrier was, except for 
this, the best action we could take f'or the protection of all 
hands. 

(h) After recovering our air groups following 
their second attack, Task :lorce SIXTE:EN stood to the eastward 
and back to the westward during ?the night. A radar contact 
while on course north about 0.3.3Q was responsible for some 
unscheduled movements. I did -·not feel justified in risking 
a night encounter with possibly superior enemy forces, but 
on the other hand, I did not want to be too far away from 
1:idway the next morning. I wished to have a position from 
which either to follow up retreating enemy forces or to break 
up a landing attack on Midway. At this time the possibility 
of the enemy having a fif'th CV somewhere in the area, possibly 
with his Occupation Force or else to the northwestward, still 
existed. 

5. Friday, 5 June. 

(a) At daybreak Friday, Task Force SIXT~ was 
headed to the westward at 15 knots in an area of bad flying 
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UNIT~ STATBS PACIFIC FLEET 
FLAGSHIP OF COMMANDER CAiliU3RS 

ECLASSIFI 
Subject: Battle of l.:idway. 

weather. Our first contact was the one made by the TA1ffi0R 
reporting the enemy 90 miles west of Midway. This looked 
like a landing, so we took a course somewhat to the northward 
of Midway at 25 knots. As the forenoon drew on, reports 
began to come in which indicated a retreat and not an attack. 
While I had not believed that the enemy, after losing four 
carriers and all their planes, would remain in an offensive 
frame of mind, still that possibility could not be overlooked, 
especially with the uncertainty about a fifth carrier in the 
area. The TMJBOR's report might mean only that the retire­
ment order had been slow in being issued or had failed to 
reach the ships she sighted. 

(b) About 1100 we sighted a VP on the water. I 
sent the MONAGHAN to take off the crew, but told her not to 
destroy the plane. About 1300 the MONAGHAN signalled that 
the bombsight had been overlooked and was still in the plane. 
I sent her back to get the bombsight and ordered her to report 
to the YORKTOWN. 

(c) As the general situation (and the weather) 
cleared, it became evident that a choice of objectives for 
chase and attack was the next matter for decision. We had 
reports of two groups either of which contained good targets. 
One was to the west of Midway, the other to the northwest. 
I chose the one to the northwest. It was farther away, but 
it contained the crippled CV and 2 BBs, one of them reported 
damaged. 

(d) We stood to the northwestward at 25 knots, 
using the position reported during the forenoon by a VP. 
There were no trailing reports, and, as the day wore on, this 
position began to grow rather cold, but it was the best we 
had. About 1600 a flight of B-17's overtook us. Our 
challenge was unanswered, but I signalled them that we would 
launch an attack about 1700. We heard them report our position, 
so we knew our movements were known to ll~idway. Later we 
received the disquieting information that B-17's were returning 
without having located their target. 

(e) Our attack groups were launched after 1700, 
went out 250 miles, but only sighted and bombed two small 
vessels, reported as CLs or DDs. I believe they wer~ DDs and 
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I doubt if any hits were made, alt!J.out;h one was clai:::ed . Jur 
aircraft eot back in the g rowine: darkness, which rec:_u ire<l 
lights and search lights. All landed safely, except one VSn 
of the HO::tN'ZT which crashed astern of the .Sl(':'~.-\.i:-ns_; , per­
sonnel saved by DD. One YOillCTOVIi: .. SDB was shot down by en emy 
A.A. fire. 

(f) The situation which presented itself that 
night was that no targ ets had been si ghted for 25 0 ~iles ahead 
on the last reported course of the enemy, and some ? l ane s 
reported the weather ahead as not so favorable. I fi bured 
that the enemy DDs would report our attack and that he mi ght 
either get the protection of bad weather ahead or else chang e 
course to the westward to head for Japan and to throw us off. 
In either event a change in our course to the westward seemed 
desirable. Accordingly we took course 2800, speed 15 knot s, 

. for the rest of the night, and at daylight launched a 200 
mile search, covering 1800 - 3600. That night the undesira­
bility of running down any enemy BBs in the dark presented 
itself as a reason for slowing, as did the growing shortag e 
of fuel in DDs. 

6. Saturday, 6 June. 

(a) Our search was fortunate in finding two g roups 
of enemy vessels to the southwestward about 40-miles apart. 
The more southerly group was reported as 2 CAs and 2 DDs; the 
other as 1 CV and 5 DDs, later changed to 1 BB and 3 DDs. This 
second group has since been determined to have been 2 CAs, 1 CL 
or DL, and 2 DDs. 

(b) The HORNET air group, V$Bs and VFs, was launched 
to attack the BB and DDs. By the time the HORN~T planes had 
returned, the ENTERPRISE was ready and h~air group was sent in 
to attack the BB group again. This was followed by a second 
attack by the HORNET on the same objective. 

(c) As a result of these attacks, the following 
damage was inflicted: 1 CA sunk, 1 CA disabled and abandoned, 
one DD sunk, one DD strafed by VFs, and one or two hits on 
what was a CL or DL. 
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{d) After the last attack g roup had returned to 
~~T~rt?rtiS2 we launched two photographic planes, one with still, 
the other with movie camera. The stills have been forwarded and 
the movie film is also being sent in for development. 

(e) All.through the day there had been no question 
in our minds that a BB was involved. That evening , when 
questioning the pilots of the two photographic planes, I found 
one of them quite certain that a CA of the Mogami class, and 
not a BB, was involved. The photographs bore him out. The 
ship is the same as the one appearing in the 1940 Jane. ~very­
one who saw this ship says she appeared to be much larger than 
a CA. From this fact and from her toughness I suspect that 
her displacement may be considerably in excess of 10,000 tons. 
She was reported as defini te·ly larger than the other cruiser 
accompanying her, which may have been a CL or DL. The smaller 
ship with a DD was last seen leaving a heavy oil streak about 
15 miles away. These ships left many survivors on board the 
big CA and in the water. I believe the larger ship sank dur­
ing the night. 

(f) The high speed steaming on each of the three 
days had reduced our DD fuel on hand to a point where vessels 
were approaching the lower limit. I sent the MAURY and WORDEN 
back to the rendezvous with the CILu.ffiRON. This left us with 
4 DDs, below which number it seemed inadvisable to go on 
account of Jap SSs reported in the area. 

7. Except for the HORNET dive bombers failing to find 
the target on the forenoon o~ 4 June, all operations were 
conducted approximately as intended, and the work of the carrier 
squadrons on which the success or failure of the action depended 
was beyond praise. This applies particularly to the first 
attack made on 3 CVs about noon on 4 June which decided the 
action. The attacks made at this time by the torpedo squadrons, 
prior to the arrival of the dive bombers, was of an especially 
gallant nature. 

8. No ships of Task Force SIXTEEN except those . sent 
to report to Commander Task Force SEVENTEEN after the first 
attack on the YORKTOWN .on the afternoon of 4 June were in 
actual contact with any enemy forces. The ENTERPRISE and the . 
HORNET were ably handled. Cruisers and destroyers screened 
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FLAGSHIP OF COMMANDER CJL-&IERS 

Subject: Battle of Midway; forwarding of reports. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -------
and supported these carriers without specific orders and in 
accordance with doctrine throughout the three days in a most 
satisfactory and efficient manner. 

9. The following is a brief summary of the more 
important points brought out by the action: 

(a) Losses in attacking planes are due primarily 
to enemy VF and not to A. A. fire. 

(b) Ships ·unsupported by VF are easy prey for 
CV air attack. 

(c) In duel between CVs side which is able to 
strike first blow without being itself hit wins. 

(d) CVs are most vulnerable to damage from fire. 
This is especially true when they are caught with planes on 
deck. 

(e) Carrier air groups should be complete units 
which have been highly trained while operating from a shore 
base before they go on board carrier. ~ 

(f) A carrier air group which has been in action 
and has suffered heavy losses should go ashore to receive its 
replacements and to train these until the squadrons and the 
group are again ready for combat duty. This means that re­
placement air groups must be ready.~ 

(g) A. P. bombs suitable for our present dive 
bombers are required. With present 500 and 1000 lb. bombs 
attack against armored ships does not disable until ship has 
been knocked to pieces by many more hits than should be ._./ .. 
necessary. 

(h) Straffing attack against DDs by VFs temporarily 
stops their A.A. fire by driving exposed personnel to cover. 

(i) Dive bombing attacks on DDs are not profitable 
because of the difficulty of obtaining hits on such a small 
and highly maneuverable target. Such attacks should not be 
made if a larger and more valuable target is available • 
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( j) Early and accurate information of movements o~. -· 
an enemy force to be attacked is essential for successful . 
carrier operations. This should be obtained, whenever possible, }' -
by other than CV aircraft, both to retain maximum CV striking - . , 
power and to avoid disclosing the fact that any eva are in the 
area. ./ 

(k) The performance of our P'4F-4 is reported as 
greatly inferior to the Jap "Zero" fighter. The ammunition 
supply for 6 guns of' our VFs is inadequate. For use against 
the unprotected "Zero," 4 machine guns instead of'six in our 
F4F-4's, with the weight saved used f'or additional ammunition; 
merits consideration. A new VF with greater range and maneu­
verability is required.' 

(1) The new TBF should be substituted for the 
TBD as soon as possible. 

(m) The advantages of operating at least two 
carriers together were manifest. The fact that the ~ 
and HORNET were in the vicinity of the YO~ per.mittedm&DT 
of her planes to go to these vessels after she was crippled · 
and to continue to operate from them throughout the action. 
This both saved the YORKTOWN planes and made up for ENTERPRTSB 
and EO_ZN.ST losses incurred in the first attack. 
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Battle of L: idvmy - ?r e l imin a ry Re _ ,,:_· t o f Cor.l·_·:.; s: : v , 
For 1? d~ted June 1 4 , 1942. 
ComTasl'-.Yor 16 Seri.::.:l 0 144 -.d. o 1 J t..:.E·; 2- C , 1942 u nd V 
enclosu=es thereto. 
CO YO:UC'0 ./1' 1 tr C ! 5/ ;,.l lj - 3 ( CC:.=t-lC -ou ~: ) of ) 
June 18, 19~2. ./ 
Coml'as :;::J.roup 1?.4 .:.er i a l 0 1 2:.:! c _· .; u ~:u -.1: , 1 ~JL.k~ v<n> 

I /(E) 

~(F) 
,....-- - G) 

and enclosures there -::.o. · · . 
Corc.Tasl:For 16 Ser~:;l C0 .) 5 o i' Z" Uljy_ :,~ , 1 94? :_.nd en-~ ~J,) 
closure t h ere to. { 'f IN C...~ N l iJ f. S :tA..t.._ . v oaf ny /41 4- 'y AYj 
CO PEN.S..~ccu Seria l 0 5 t:S o :· J ur1e E , 10 '':::'2 . 

(H) 
CO I3ALCH Seri::il 0166 of June 1~ , l 'J-1:.,. 

~~~l~~~.~e~~= ~e ~~~(BE NJtlff~ 1l~. 1~ L~~/' ~fer~ )-v-( ~· ~ ".: .• ) 
Trac l-c ChB rt of Ta s k ~, o rce 1? • ....- · ?I} 

1. · Enclosures (.i.) to (I) >;; l'e t'o r -. Ic: r d e cl ite :c'u'.l i tll . 
Reference (a) was for·;mrded direc "L to the Co _..; t ..Jr.d.~:.· -in-C !.iei', 
U.S. Pacific Fleet. 

2. Attention is invited to "c.h e F1·el.L .ir. ~ r~· :.e ~,or c cf 
Commander Task :?orce 17 n co ov of ·:,n ic h i s u c t c..c~_ed <... S enclosur e 

) - .J 

(A) • 

3. Commander Tas k Force 1? full y c oncu:- 3 in L 18 points 
mentioned in paragraph (9) of enclosure (B), Lu c ~ u~~its 'Llill 
following additional and '-2.ua lify in..:; :c emarks o n cL. e v ::.:. rious suo­
paragraphs. . . 

(c) In a duel betvreen CVs tlle s i d e -. ;~-: i c ! :. is a ble to 
strike the first blovr 8 _;a i n s-::. eEer:-:~ C'!s ·.rlws e 

/ planes ~ _£E: board ·:rins. 

... 

(e) & (f) Particular attention is i nv ~~e~ to t h g s e 
two subp;:.: ra -:_;raphs, v;i th vrhich Co: :s.:c:. n d.er :::u sk 
Force 17 is in full a~reement. 

(g) Experience Gained a t 'I'UL.:..J.I, the 8" ~-:_..:, ~::_-._:_~ 8 nd 
I.UD.1/AY h:Js shoYm clear ly t hG :::. :..; n 8::cc .::: s ive nUL.b e r 
of direct hits with 1000 oound O v~ ~-os I' used ·•ii th 
hlk 21 and 23 fuses (1/100-seconQ de l dy ) is 
required to destroy or severely d~~o~e a l~ rge 
enemy ship. . ,~ · '-·u ; 

- l - ( EHC.lJ) 

~ ~·: . ·:~- ( 
-. . .:; ~-~ ' ~ 
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Subject: Battle of l:idway - Forward in ; of He nor ts. BY AUTHOR)',.TY~·P . 
I • - taTE z .13 o EC.1fs· 

Reterenoe: (a)' ComCruTaskFor 17 Serial 013 of Jur:o 12, 1 942 . 

~o_l~s~eJ (~) 
, ,{ ?(B) 

·>~(C) 
(D) 

Battle of Midway - Preliminary Re ) ort of Co.r:G3Sl-;:V ·' ·. · .. 
For 17 dated June 14, 1942. 
ComTaskFor lq Serial 0144-.A of June 1G, 1942 and V .. > ;­
enolosures thereto. 
CO YORKTO.m 1tr CV5/~16 -3 (CC~-10 -oah) of ) 
June· 18, ·1942. / 
OomTaskJroup 17.4 Serial 01~2 o; June 4 , l94G 
and enclosures thereto. · ~ 
ComTaskFor 16 Ser~~l 0035 or' Jun~ ~2 , 1 94? nnd en- ~J 
closure thereto. {Y 1Nt.~N N £S .v:A:.. oo~ tYfJI/4/'-f-vA.Y1 ' 
CO PENSACOLA Serial 056 of Jurte 8 , l942.JV . 
CO BALCH Serial 0166 of June 13 , lS42. . 
CDS SIX Serial 0103 of J_1,1r:e lQ .. 1_~42 nn,d /. ,,../ _;_. ..... ..__~ . .) 
enclosure thereto. (Bf.NttffN\ .fJN. 1 ~/'Of f1- """'I 
Track Chart of Task Force 17. v , ?I) 

·j ~. · · Enclosures (.~) to {I) are I'or·.mrded hore\'lith . 
· · Ret'6renoe (a) was forwarded direct to the Co :.1Lti..lnde:- -in-Ci~ ie1', 

.. ~.;. U .. sl Pac itio Fleet. r : ·l · · · · 

,. 2. Attention is invited to the PrelL.:in::iry :le_!)ort of 
-~ Commander Task Force 17, a copy of ".'Jhich is attac!1ed es enclosure 

'(A) • . 

3. Commander Task Force 17 fully concurs in ~ne points 
.mentioned in paragraph {9) of enclosure (B), but submits the 
~ '1'ollow1ng additional and q_ualifying remarks on the various sub­
paragraphs. .. . 

(c) In a duel between CVs the s ide ':iiich is able to 
strike the first blov1 a_;ainst enefily CVs r1llose 

/ planes ~ .2!! board vTins. 
0 ~· ) -

I 
t 

I 

(e) & (f) Particular attention is invited to these 
two subpa ragraphs, v;i th which · Cor.1mander Task 
Force 17 is in full agreement. 

(g) Experience 5ained at ~JI, the CG?~ SR~ and 
MID./IAY has shovm clearly that an excessive number 
of direct hits with 1000 oound bonbs fused vii th 
Mk 21 and 23 fuses (1/100-second delay) is 
required .to destroy or severely druaage a l arge 

. ene.my -· shin.,. , ":l ~ .. u; 
• >!;" ~ 

- l - (EF~C.lJ) 



PACIJ'IC 7LDT 

gom Pearl Harbor • T. B. • 
14. llane lM&. 

7J:'C*a 
To a 

CeeeD4er CNiHn, Paolt1o n .. ~. 
Ce-ell4er-1A-olllet, Uai\ed 8k\ea l'Ultlo nM\e 

S.bJeo\a Ba\U. ot 1114..,. 

l. 1M fol.lcnr1D& -nal UOCNA\ ot \M Jlll\\18 Of 
111~ la Rlllal\W ,...., .. noelpt ot repw\8 tJtea •Mftbate 
e: mn4en aliA \be prepan\1• ~ a &e..U.e4 npon. 

a. All. Uaaa .are loeal, »lu tea .-.. 

a. TaM ,_... aDitiiiU wu a!P'e& 1n r.aua.. 
u- O& •·• tedt.Ae lta- a •· •• lfiO, ,__ a, lMa1. aD4 
waa tlUMW W opente -.. •Ilea M -~ ~ t'aak RI'Oe 
Bf'&ft... Mtll ~ Pllle&M M tM Wed tul.Da 9! dill,, 
a4 • u. ftld to ~ • ..._ -..... ot .no. au - 0100, 
u ........ ~ aU•• .............. - ftJ&'IUIII aU .... 
•• ,... ndN1~ aa4 n1a ....ua nllllael , ... ~ ~~ .. Uft'Daa•. 
II'D8nDI aDl 'Rft •S•tat·M \MU .U PIQII Sa ndt••• 
.. • ~ ,., .. ., ~laUe tM •'-" ~ ,... a-& M\ll ro..­,._ .... _ ,.& ...... ~ ............. ail ...... ot 1111.., • 
.. ,...._ Olt •411F ~-••• to u. ••tuu4 ~ "=. wue noeiw& 
tna _. • ..., u1 or sat .. i• ~~~, JMlfte •••• ,.... ... 
b"MtM .. ~-.u. ot a. • r .....,.._ ,_ .. •• an taut 
~ ....... 



_;~t:;~~ DECLASSIFIED 
~> Ub ject: :83. ttle o1· .id.· ;ay. 

---- ... ---
all tur.l,l;! d0 .~l ::~r:.c:s ~i th six f16hl;el's 3.S esc .:Jr t t. ::> e.ttnc ~< the 
sa·ne ·.)~ j £r.: tive as Tasl~ .:?orce .:::JI A.'~~·· · Launcl.Un.;r -ne.s cor.1~_1l eted 
'"- ".; llOo ~l.nC. .,; .; ::~b:J.t. ;a t.:..·.:.;l \'v ail l' eli·; vea~ a.t 1118 . l~e :1a.lni!1; half 
of bol!Lbers ~~r(: ~o-....;;..~ t :~) fr ·):n hal'l~er d.ao.z b.!ld ,JH.de read·r for 
EUl ~ ttack on t ... 'le ~till unlooatod add! tional carriers. DurL·1g 
t -.i::l _:n riod ~·as.~ ~ orce~ ;.;L\.'-~KJ ~"lJ ...)2V .:-.i J.:.£:2:: dr~w out :Jf sibht 
of eaoh other due to forC"a.ar proceedi~ to the ·;J estwnrd 11nd the 
latt'.!r havi.1._; t.J h~:l·i .~ ~ · ..:. theu~t,.~ard fvr launill.d. . , ~ . .._.!'ter laun.ch­
:t ~1.! 'ra3x ~o:zoce ~ ·~V.:~:.:n.·~ : took co·ase 2.40°, s_--oed 25 \cnota. 

5· ~Y radar contacts cocmonced to develop about 
noon but ·there Y«la no o.n-1ia1nty as to thei.r rr1 ~.1dly or ener.v 
character JW1n:.=; to tll.cir .:ml.t1p11o1t1 und the f'act ~t t!1e 
alrc.ratt o~ '\'a sA: Forces LlX'l'V..t-.! a.1.d ~~--v ~s-.r:..:....;.:~ were returning 
ar,d the exact location or the tormer was not known. fiadio int.el• 
ligonce Lidicatsd that the eaen17 ~d sighted our oo.rrlers. A~ 
1)27 ':Xtmbers rettu:r.aed i'rvm the atta.ok and .rQl'>Orted havine bombed 
a ~~Cl _:,oss1bl.T destroyed one enemy carrier. A radar contact at 
1JJ5 bear!~ )20°, ~~~oe twen~y rive ~lea was believed to be 
ene&llY but fighter 1nt&rcept1on 1"alle4. lt lW1.B decided 'to launch 
a sea.roh group as we &till had no report or ene.:J,y oarr1era other 
than tho one grou}> sighted in the u&Orning. At 1350 0011lP:le'te4 
launching a-.rah group to eearoh aeotor 2800-o)ob ,· distance 200 
I!liles und tweln tighter• ~or oOGbat _patrol. searoi'l ctrOUP was 
armed w1 bh bORlb8 to att&ok enerq 1t looate4. 

6. ..a.t 1)52 radar oonkot bearing 27S0 distanoe )2 
milu closing. Incr•aed apM4 to )0 :mo••· ft!)ltua 1nt....-. 
oep1;e4 and shot 4Dwn 3IU1Y en..,- planes. A' 1407 bombing aD4 
torpno a'kok Ol& neaoecl on YORKTOO an4 4ont1nued Wl'U 141' •• 
w.!lieh ti:ne nda.r waa out or OOIIld •aioa a.a4 · YOBri'O\JN ba4 .1-eoet Y.t 
tAr .. boaab btu oaui.Da Y~ ~ atop. !he tire f:ltGa th• 
ialaD4 nruo\Qfe whloh ~eaul.W hom b9:!11» hit• made the .e "••'­
cation office and tl.aa pl.o1i aa\elaable ..a ~ ~oe Oc• r .,_. 8D4 
Staff pdacmne1 aaa-'tl.a on .'h• tli&llt leu. Beoauae ot , __ 
poruy loea td Ra4-" an4 41tt1o\lltJ ot .,..,mt.oaUon. ftom the 
YORXTOWB aact eoavo1 or the Taak ·gor ... , aa4 •••• o~ tile . 

. !J..ob1U•y ~ .... T<llB'OWJIL ~ J'on. oa ID'Ilel' teol4e4 •o *""' 
b.S.a tlas to fda• ~ D1• ·•• 40M a• uoo. Al.~ eovesaap _. 
s-.quea•ect traa 'tut hzM ax,_.,.. &D4 1114_,. JIO!l'!LAHD .. ~ 
w ~·»U• '0 -- .~CifidOa lA ,.. ' . . 

, 1· ~ r 0 f y f ~OJI 8114 JIIWIAM ~1=:. 
ftoll k* ru .. ua•u 1J a. 1600 Po81Uoa o1 -, . 

. _. lat1'114e )) · .J\. a,, 1~ ~ 00 •• ·. ~ an. · 
·· 16oo ~ .. ~~- to _... ~.b7 o~~~~aJ .. ·• 



tau DECLASSIFI D 
SUJeots Battle ot r. ldway. 

~ ~ ~ - ~ - ~ - - - - - - - - -
17 kno\a. b. visur.ll ..!les~e rrom YO ... Kl'<Xttl i.n.'\icP. t• !·. t r:·1. r: ··e r 
aaaroh t:;roup had sighted .J,.Il"tfYiously 'l.nl.Oc!.tted c .. c J c·_ll·i·...: r 
11il1oh waa later at tacKed b 'l'aak Force --1 ·d'~r;· , . . ~ .~ .1· c · . L ~ c tc 
1nd1oated enemy' planes ~~)proachin£:, . ·f'l'IO !~e r.'i · v ~·:~ ·. L c .. . .• t! ... 
been retueled were launohcd. ~bout two 1'\. '~.nters r e .<::..i;·,~·a on 
'board. ..;.t 16)~ ti t:;.btera intercepted and en :~a . t 'C!. e .. e..:;y tar · e~o 
planes and tighter escorts, deatroyir~ :.a ~:r • .. t lvl .. l c:.a . .:.o.v 
torpedo attack -.s directed at YO.H.r:i'O\~~i scor: .• ·_; t\'::.) .• 1 tu. .~."':~e 
heaYy exploaion -..u rollov;ed by loss or li ·_h. t, •o•:~or c.'1d .:~~·'u i.li ty. 
'1'he allip commenced listin.; to port unci. l.iat i · tc te::~~ :· ~:. t :.:- f1 b·) :1t 
i;went:r anen degrees. . ... t. 1714 sta.rt.ed ai .. mn~o.-~L ... :... --~ ; l n 
antioipetion ot her crqn;l~ns and f'..!rtl er c . .:o .y t~_e-.:.: . . --nt 
\we.nty ~hree huncl.red survivors were· ;:: i~ _..~,_; J. u·: :; ,. :;:, .:.C; .:.·.Jyt:!rs. ..t 
1827 en~ a1Algle fluat sE:a;>lane Bi _::.htt::d aild (1es L .·Dy..:..c'. l:.1 fi._;1 ~ t. :-.:::· .. , . 
0\her seaplaDos were Blt;ht.t'ld d,.4rin..; the f:::>llowiu · :w~.x , <o·YJ.d of 
which were pr<i)bably da~t:.r.>ycd by I'i~: ters. .dJJ '_< t, 18)0 oc :;.rle t;cd 
reocwery ot -aun'ivors ~L1.<1 due to reduced fi::;.htl11.~ '~ ff'lc.ic :J. c ,· :. 3 
a .ruul' ot OTercrowded C..J'ndi tions and lac :\. or· :"'.ir c-.: v •:ra ._:c, :. .. e 
•ozooe _p.l"008e46d tO the ·..:-c.4nt~d. rfu1ti.: .S Vf5.& l.e::. i.: t ..:. ,. "LE, rC. 
YOR~. Plt~COLt .. and V L~C~~BS wera C.:::>tf:"lchod t ··· ; o.j o i.n f.'r.f::~ 
l'oroe Sirl"'B.~ which wa.s sight~~ sttortJ.y befor e <:..n··- . J::. · as 
1n\ended to \ranater surY1Vora ·rr . .)m dest:rvyers t :. . CI ,·i' -~·- 1'J d :Jr in.~~ 
the night and haYe her x·eturn w1 th thttm to . earl. ..;_ ._'( .. r. .. rc.~..:ld 
deatroyera wero to return to YORi\TC\ . ;·~ at day~i _:ht to att c .. t "1er 
salvage. A deiiJ >~atch was subse't.ucntly l't.;Cei ved rr 1· ·. v: . .1..L !~:t.1.d.~r-Ll­
Chiet, .i.:aoitic ~"leet, directing the traua:rGr of ~·l4!'Vlvors u. 
l"ULTON whioh he was sending out fro::! c-·eirl '{arb ··>r. : tSY >crson. :el 
were to be returned to YCH:.'i'~o.: .. ·l for e.t1lYu.:..;e O.tJ t>r~~l'..J ': ::; • . t-.·.: · tai~ 
Buokma.ater and about 180 or hln key o:1"1"loe.rs a n.:~ e ·.1.listoo ·::en 
were :placed aboard JlA iAu..i'..i.'~\i as a salva3e party. .:". ~:,..::- ;, :-.. u.c;.; 
an4 BENliAll were detached e.r:.d t·eturned t("1 YC: ~! T\. - ·. :. t ~·:: r 8h i ··<:1 
proceoded to E&Jst~rd to tuel and .1 oin ~:~:-\.A i''.l\1.\. { ~·as "- G.roup li. l} 
1n accordance with orders rrom the Coza'!la.Ilder-in-Chief, ·'noific­
neet. 



.,-

17 lEDou. A Yiaual aaage tram YORKTQJ;/N lnd1oater1 that i1er 
·.~ell s.&-Ol&P Jaa4 •1ghte4 preYiou.ely unlocated enc1 :y carl'i~r 
·11b1u .. lahJt at'-oxed by 'raak Foroe 3I.r..·rl!..h.N. ~~ndw:- co a tacta 
1D4loa..S ·~ planea approaching. ·l'hoae rt ~ tt to:.·~ V: ".icr. t.~d ... 
been n,_le4 wen laUIUihed. About two fighters ren ained. on . ~ A.. 163, tlgllten u•voepted and en~a;;ed ena:zy tor j)edo = aDl t1p'e.r eaoona1 deatro;rill() :natty. l".t 1641 sr.6l!1Y 

o a•aok •• dlrecteCl at YORlC.i'0\1N acori:1g liwo ~11 ta. l'he 
~ eQl01110Jl was rouowed b7 16es ot li{Jht, power e.nd :nobility. 
ftae 8bip oo-noe4 11at1ng to por-t and list increased to about 
._.,.. ••• 4ep-eea. A• ln4 eta.rted abo.ndonln:; ::;l' .. ip in 
aa•lotpe.~ca or hta capai:ing and-- flirtber ene:1Y ;\ ttao -~s. r..bout 
.tweatJ' .a .. hUD4red auni'fora wero picked up b :_. C.e~croyers. I:..t 
1.82? ea-. alqle tloat ••plane ai(;hted Wld de& troyed by figh t(Jrs. 

- ~·•-.'••• .. re ai«h\ed 4u.ri.n.6 the tollowin:: hotrr, so;:w of 
'iitildll _.. P'Ob&blT deatroyed by :t"igi1tera. ~-\.bout. lSJO oo~pleted 

. ft.CWUJ' of ·-aU'YiYOH &.n4 due to ~eduoed tis;htin.g a rficie."lC:,' r..s 
• Z-~· fir OYerarowde4 COJ1ditiOD8 and lack Oi' ail' C0Verat:O, tl'le 
..-.. 'p .. ee4e4 '-o the ~-~llllr4. HUi1H.c:S .._. lei 't tv "~uard 
YCilDGIIII. PJDIIAQOLA an4 VDICENN'ES were detached to rejoin 'fnr.;:-.: 
ror •• '8~&11 wbieb ..... a18hted ahortl.y before 4 al'k. I~ VIaS 
l:ate4e4 to 'ruatal" aurri.,ozoa ·rrom deatr\>yers t o ~CHT~.7 ID during 
~o Di&h' aa4 haYe her re\u.m with them to .:>earl. .~·rvr.: I.;\. ana 
4•-'J'OJ' .... weft ~ ret~ to YORAT(}tr:ol ·at dayli::;ht to uttenpt her 
Ml"YaP• A. 4•patoh waa aubaeq\lently · r~ce1Yed rr.Jm CorrLna.nder-1n­
Cb1d, Pad.t1o nee•, cl1reoUng ' the tr8J1a!er of ~rvivors to 
JULt'OB whloh he ,.. aen41ng out ·tro::t .Yearl Harbor. _<:..ey -;>ereon.:el 
-.~ 'o be returue4 to Y0~6H " tor ~lYage operutior.o. · G~rtain 
........ an4 abo\d 180 or his ·key Ol~loers and enlisted ::nen 
wce moM &l>oard ~ aa a ·aa1vage party. .:J~ ·~ A:Hi, BALCE 
aa4 atiRA• were detached and re~urned to YOnK'l'C''-"'\;" . Other ship--:. 
~-.- .• ~4 \o tuel ·and Join :;;ARA.TOGA (.L'as ·l( Group ll..l) 
l.D ao~ .. 111.~ aaoclera 1'rcai the Commander-ln-Chiet, ?.soiric n••· -

11 


