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139002 

The u. s. Naval Liaison Officer, Calcutta, India. 

The Director of Naval Intelligence. 

The Senior U S Naval Liaison Officer, I-B Theater. 

USS HOUSTON. 

(a) Aluslo Calcutta Despatch 0508Qk to DNI. 

(a) Summary submitted by Lt (jg) Harold S Hamlin USN, 
and Lt (jg) Leon W Rogers USN, with:-

1. Statement of Lt {jg) Harold S Hamlin USN ,P· 'f 
2. 11 11 Lt {jg) . Leon W Rogers USN /'. J' 
3. II II Comdr • A ~stein (KC) mN p, 7 
4. " .. Ens c n Smith USN,. r 
5. 11 n Harrell, J A, Yeo. 3/c USNR 1'. 1 
6. " II Ens John B Nelson USN ? · /0 
7. II 11 Ens P R Clark (PC) USN P:.. 11 
B. II " Thomas, C L. , Slc, USN ~ f3 
9. Partial log as kept by survivors p, II/ 

10. Log of USS HOUSTON for February as recon­
structed by surviving officers in Batavia, 

1 Juhe 1942~ p. ~~ 
11. Abridged copy of a battle account of the 

HOUSTON'S enga~~ments on 27 and 28 February 
and 1 March 1942, as compiled by the group of 
surviving officers in Batavia, Java, about 
1 June 1942. p, ..Z3 

12. Narrative of the HOUSTON'S survivors from the 
time ship was sunk until survivors were evac­
uated after armistice, as dictated b,y Lt. (jg) 
L W Rogers USN. p, ..t 7 ' 

(b
0

) Reconstructed Houston log (Notes of Coxswain Madson) P 33 
( ) 11ain Battery log, 27 and 28 Feb. 1942, together with 

n otes on persormel in the turrets. f· 111. · 
(d) Disposition of USS HOUSTON personnel at II Bicycle 0amp11, 

Batavia, Java. J', .Jr 0 
(fe Statement of Pay Clerk K L Shaw, USMC ~. t~•7 
{ " 11 Lt E K Barrett tSKC P• ~-y 

!~
g liemorandum regarding Chaplain Rentz USN I~ t. e> 

Statement of Sgt John E Morgan, #23 Am. Eagle Squadron I!'/,./ 
11 u Ens John· B Sti vera USNR P. t,.( · 

!tj n u Biecblin, L E. , Carpenter, USN ~. (, ~ 
" ·n Demoen, A R., Ch Kl.ec. Ya.te USN fJ, t, 5 

FUrther log notes p, v~ 
(mn Statement of ·Ens. H A Levitt USN fO· ,., 9 104 . 
( " " mair, K S., CSM p, (,y 
(~) FUrther log notes. P. 70 ") 
(..,) Statement of Ens. J Y Hamill USN and En@ John B Nelson USN P~ 
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(q) Personnel transferred to Australian-Jmerican-
British and Dutch working camp - NIKI (lo5 kilo) P . ?i" 

(r) Commendation for John Edward Barty and Richard P. fr l 

1. In compliance with instructio'ns received from the 
United States Senior Naval Liaison Officer, New Delhi, Aluslo, Calcutta 
coordinated with the appointed officials of the U S Army, India-Burma 
Theater, in the interrogation of repatriates, ex USS HOUSTON, who have 
been in the hands of the Japanese since March 1, 1942. 

2. Between the dates of 28 August and 7 September, 
1945, a total of two hundred sixteen U S Naval and U S Marine Corps 
personnel arrived at Calcutta: 

us Navy U S Marine Corps Total 
From Date Officers - EM Officers El4 --

Bangkok 28 Aug 1 1 .. 29 " 2 44* 4 50 
" 30 " 3 42 5 50 
II 31 It 1 1 
" 1 Sept 6 6 

Saigon 5 II 14** 2 16 
It 6 u 1 70 71 

Singapore 6 II 3 3 
Kumming 6 " 5 5 
Singapore 7 It 9 1 10 
Kumm:i.ng 7 It 1 l 1 3 

8 190 1 17 216 

3. All repatriates were transported on arrival to 
the 142nd U S Army Oeneral Hospital for routine medical examination and 
treatment when found necessary. Six officers and twenty-five men have 
since been released from the hospital and despatched to the United States 
by Air Transport Command planes J.. one lot leaving on evening of 7 September 
and another lot on morning of tlth September. The remaining repatriates 
will be similarly transported immediately follo~ release from the hosp­
ital.. All repatriates received an advance of US $1.00.00 immediately on 
arrival. In some instances a second payment of $100.00 has been made. 
Clothing from the supplies of the U S Naval Group, China, India Unit, was 
also promptly issued. 

4. During hospital processing interrogations have 
been conducted. From the rough notes on varied types of paper, which 
had been hoarded and hidden by officers and men since 1 March 1942, the 
enclosures have been made by the U S Naval Liaison Office in Calcutta • 
.lJ.. thoug h notes taken are incomplete and more data is expected soon from 
Bangkok, the enclosures are forwarded for proper assembling, copying, 
narration and distribution to other interested U S Naval activities. 
Due to limited stay of these repatriates at the 142nd U S Arr.rry General 
Hospital these notes have been hastily transcribed and in some instances 
photostated, in order to permit prompt despatch to the Director of Naval 
Intelligence. 

5. Copies of questionaires, prepared by the ~X 
1~3 
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SECRET - 3-

Section of G-2, Hdqtrs of U S Arnzy-, I-B Theater, are nmv being copied 
and will be despatched to DNI with any data subsequentlY received from 
Bangkok or Saigon... 

6. A certificate of incomplete interrogation has 
been given to each repatriate, and p~ accounts, and service records 
have been reconstructed in each case. 

1. A copy of enclosures (a) to (r) have been given 
to Lt. Don Chafey, USNR, and Lt Ralph J. Coursolle, USNR. of theDdependents 
Welfare Division of the Bureau of Personnel who are in this theater for 
the pnrpose of obtaining casualty information. 
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ENCLOSURB (A.) - 11:>. 1 

STA'l'DIN'I' BY LIEUT. {j g) HAROLD S. HAMI.IN 1 USN 

1fhen the f'irst order to abandon ship was given turret one, which was 
out of' action due to a flooded magaziDe, was complet~ flooded and abandoned. All 
lite rafts forward bad by this tiJie been lalmched. Ensign O.Sellers put out a tire 
in the lite jacket locker af'ter which life jackets were issued, and as the order to 
abandon ship was repeated, the men began to go over the side. I remained on the · 
f'orecast1e until the list had increased to about 30 degrees at which time IDgram, S2c, 
C~, Billa, aDd I abandoned ship over the port bow. No one else was left on the 

· forecastle. About two minutes later the ship was struck on the port side by either 
a shell or a I!IJI8ll. torpedo, and capsized to starboard, sinking shortl1' afterwards. I 
no tor an isl.and in BantSll ~ reaching it at about 0.300. I was unable to f'ind 
8J1Y s1gDs of' habitation, but encountered helson, Slc, aDd Kocher, Slc. 

About an hour later a landing boat approached and while Kocher and Axelson 
went 1pland 1 I attempted to escape to the sea but was captured while attempting 
to cross the beach. I was taken out to a Japanese Merchant transport, in which a 
reg:1Dient of' Japanese sailors, c0111Dl8.Dded by a Captain was embarked. I arrived on 
board before sunrise. 

I was questioned extensive:Q' but well treated, f'ed well and given clothing. 
Next da;y I was taken to H.I.J .II.S. NATORE, questioned :t."urther by an of'f'icer ot the 
neet start, and sent back to the traDBport. The f'ollowiDg dq {llaroh 3) I was 
transferred to the transport SOil8dong laru, where I found 10 more survivors ot the 
HOUS'l'OH and about 200 other assorted English and Australian prisoners, llOst:Q' from the 
PERTH. 

On larch 9, 19Q. we were transf'erred ashore and sent by motor truck to 
Serang and ccmf'ined in the native jail. 

HAROLD S. HAMLIN, Jr. 
Lieutenant, {junior grade), 
United States Navy. 



s~•m BY urmrw. ROGBBS, LIBUT.Oc>, uu 
...._.. the word wu pused. to abadoa ship, I 'lt'eiDt OYer tbe eicle troa the 

port aide ot the boat-deck. I was wearilag a lite jacket l!Qt had DO lite raft. 
I IIWUl clear of the abi.p1 which wu still bebg fired upoa, ad started aw1J!D11ag 

toward a 1alud a t• lliles aq. I SW81l alone tor about two hours 1 pqsiD& 
ma;y aen n1•1•g with lite jackets and several groups on lite ratte. Atter 
about two hours ill the water, I joi.Ded a group on a life rafi with Lt. Bodp 
in charge. We held onto the ratt and b;y sw1miJlg pulled it iJ1 the direction or 
the Java cout. The current was atrcmg and progre88 Te%7 al.ow. B;r about 0.300 
there were DO Japaese ships iJl our vic1Jdt,', bot about a h01Jr before suarise 
more ship. were sighted and it becaae apparent that the7 would pass verr close 
to our ra.tt. I lett the ratt because I thought I could reach the beach bet ore 
the ships passecl us. At dawn whea I was about two hmldred ,-ards tro• the beach, 
it becuae appanmt that the Japanese were lam1mg at this poiat. I was atraid 
that I would be caught ia the lliddle or a battle on the beach and 10 gave up 
't17iJ1g to lad. I drif'ted with the current through the anchored· ships within 
fitt7 or ou htmdred 78Ms of several ships, but was DOt .,leated b;y the Japaese 
aor waa a;r attellpt 118de to pick • up. 'lha I had dr1tted clear of the ships 
I started to loot f~ lr. Hodge 1 a ratt but never aaw it apia. There were three 
other ratts ia the Y.l.c1Jd.'t7, ca the first there were about t.h1rt7 11e11 (en11ated) 
witbwt lite jackets. !hq said they had bee». picke4 up _, ·a Japaese motor 
l&UDCh ud force4 to throw &.Jffq their life jackets. ~ware treated Te%7 well 
but were subaequeJitlT Pllt back OB the ratt wJ.t.heut ~Jackets. This ratt 
wu Cl"'Orded 80 I •• to the next OD8 where I . tcnmd JI)Mi1 .. aaJ.1017 and Pq 
Clerk t.af'f'ertJ' with ....,_t tll1rV enlisted -. 1I4HJt of whoa had l.Ue j acketa. 
i'h8,y ~ MYeral woualed with thea aDd were trytw:-to paddle the rart with so. 
bita of wreckage bat were Mk'•g VflrT alow ):Xregreea. I left thU ratt aad 
tried to Ria 'to •·•''t i atezad (aubsequant:q ict..titied • "witagialaDd) bnt 
lhe ~ wu too atroq ad I returned to llall01781 ratt. Again I lett the 
ratt ad tried to n1a to another island (subaequent:cy- identified as SangHag 
IalaPd) but agaiJl the current was too strong aiJd I returlled to llallo178' ratt. 
I left this ratt tor the last tiM at about 1000 8uDdq lm"lliDg llarch first and 
tried to Brill to the Java ma1nltmd. At about noon I joined SDOther lite ratt 
which waa DOt very crowded (19 aen). Ill this ratt the MD had torn strips f'roll 
the bottoa or the ratt for paddles 8Dd were Jll8ld.ng fair progress. 'lheD I joiJaed 
thea t.heT were about tour lliles f'roa the beach. We cont1med peddl1zag all a.tter­
aoon aDl tinall;r reached the beach about thirteeD llilea «mth o£ ADJer Udoel 
light juat at sunset. We slept that night in a B&tive village where we were 
well treated and giYeD drink:l.Dg water but no food DOl' dr;y cl.othiag. Two or three 
or the .. walked on with .ative guides toward Laboehall rather than sleep in wet 
dlothiJig. The rest of ua were too axhauted to walk a;r f\1rther. The DeXt 
lm"lliDg March seccmd shortl1' atter dqbreak we started walldDg south headillg tor 
Laboehan. At Tjarita we met several 110re Bouton 811l'T.lvors who had beeJl with 
Lt. Dalton. They told me that Mr. Dalton had gone on ahead to Laboehe• to arramge 
transportation to cOilS atter an;,y aurvi vors alcmg the coast and to arraDge tor 
boats to go out looking tor rafts and survivors in the water. I sta;red in 
Tjarita all that morning resting. Poey carts came up trOll Laboehan and were 
tald.Dg people back tour at a tiM. Australian survivors from the Perth began 
arr1v1Dg about 1000. By about UOO most all ot the Americans had lett so I took 
the next cart. We had hardl;r got started when we met a group or e:eited natives 
coming tro• the opposite direction who argued w1 th our driver. The driTer then 
118de ua get out aDd said he couldn't take us because •Japan was colling•. •e 
decided that he .at the Japaneae were ill Laboehan. The natives h Tjarita 
beC8118 very restless and excited and insisted that we leave. We walked about 
a mUe south of the village and sat down at the side of the road to rest cd 
decicJe what to do. There were about titty or us the greater part A.ustrallau 
troa the Perth. 'lhile we were here Manista, A. 1 COil, arr:l.Ted troll Laboebaa where 
he had lett Lt. Dalton. Be said that the natives were riotiag there; that we 
could get neither food, rest, DOr shoes there. Lt. Dalton wu leaTiag tor ••• 
about twaty-tiTe ld.loaeters 1ulad. At Jlenes he expected te pt shoes, clothes, 
am directione ~or Pa:adeglang where the Dutch A.rll7 was "'1'k1Dg ita stuld. Oar 
part started waJHne south iateDd1ag to a oh_. on go1ag thzoo1iP ~--
to .trike the rai1roe4 which led to -. ... ., 
dust .. decided • ... th81'8 .. --~~ ..... 
Plop181 ... TerT slaw as -t ot us had ~-~~r 
!be ea both sides of the road ltad If 
a:ad we hall to olillb over tha about nerr .lt about. q,oG ailitla''•••u: 
tb6ee ot u d'Ul DO aboea la14 4CIIIrll ill the road to ..:t.ep 1ddl:e ~ 

t ...... '!,.~=,~~r.J~~lfl=~~~~ telliM!,aP 4uriJl& the pNTioua Jil6t 
AJll]l7 ~ ~---;~ 
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STATD!ENT BY LEON 1f. ROBERS, LIEUT. (j g), USN (OO.NTD) 

arrived at llenes just as Lt. Dalton was learlng with a p&rV o£ about tdrty' men. 
The natives were looting the tom and all of the Dutch had lett, but we decided 
to get a couple or hours sleep in an abandoned hospital where Lt. Dal tons • party 
had spent the night. Lt. Dalton aDd his party lett tar P&Ddegl.ang and I didn't -
see bill again until we met in the Serang jail about ten dqs later. Two more 
Australians arrived at about this time and we slept until about noon. Ie got 
directiODS traa natives aDd started wal1ring towards Pandegl.ang where we expected 
to f1Dd the Dutch~. We walked until dusk and then stopped iJl a utive 
"tillage where we found about ten stragglers from Lt. Dalton's party. !he next 
morning we split up iDto groups of five or six as we had fOUDd out that a 8ll8ll 
group had better luck at begging food and water trom the natives. We started 
on towards Pandegleg and about noon began to see signs of Japanese iD1."luence. · 
A fetr scattered Japanese tlags were seen. The natives insisted that we keep goiJig 
towards Pandeglang aDd iaplied that they didD't want to be found with us. Thq 
were det:lnite~ hostUe but didD1t actuaJ.l.y molest us. We decided that without 
shoes, weapons, or kn.owledge ot the country, and with the natives hostile; it 
was hopeless to leave the main road aDd tr,y to hide in the hills. We decided to 
go on towards PUM!eglug and give ourselves up to the f'irst Japanese that we 
smr. We straggled out again so that I reached the outskirts ot Pandeglang with 
one Australian seaman. Natives put us in a horN cart and took us to the local 
jail. This was about 1800 8Dd a few llimltes later three more Houstoa eurvi'Yors 
were brought in. There were no Japanese at the jail but a Japanese fiag was 
flying over the tront entrance. The five ot us were put in oae.oell aDd spent 
the Dight there, the only iuates in the jail. The DeXt II01"Ding (lle.rch f'itth) 
Lt. R.R. Ross, u.s. Bav,y, was brought in with a party or about twenty-ti'Ve men;, 
part Boustoa survivors and part Perth survivors. I was kept in this jail tor one 
week duriJig which tille J apa.nese soldiers brought in two or three prisoners almost 
every dq. We were all given a thin straw mat to sleep on, one cotton shirt -and 
a pair of cotton shorts. 'We had two meals a day consisting of a large helping 
of steamed unpolished rice and a small bowl of some kiDd of locall;r grown • greens•. 

A doctor and a nurse :from the local hospital came each morning and held • sick 
can•. Most ot the men had cuts and blisters on their feet; some had minor 
shrapnel wounds; several had great raw places under each arm from swiluning 
in life jackets wihout shirts. Two AustreJiens had been badly cut up by Datives 
with 1184hetes. All were confined in bare cells with wooden sleeping platfOl'IIS 

- aDd a covered wooden tub for a toilet. The cells were designed for five nntive 
prisoners each and although there were as lll8l\V as eight men in some cells none 
had to sleep on deck. Japanese soldiers made frequent inspections but did not 
stq at the jail. The native jailers contimle6 to run the jail1mder Japanese 
supervision. 'lith the exceptions of the meagre diet, hard :deeping spaces, and 
poar toilet facilities, treatment in general was not too bad. There was adequate 
cold water for washing and sufficient boiled water for dr1nk1ng. We were permitted 
out of our cells in the prison yard (behind high stone walls) a couple of hours 
in the morning and a couple of hours in the afternoon. 

We had plenty ot rest and sleep once we became accustomed to sleeping on 
wooden boards, but it was difficult to gain strength on the prison diet. 

On Jlarch eleventh, there were th:trty'-six Americans in the Pandeglang jail. 
I was taken to Serang on this date along with ten other Americans and a number 
ot Australians. Here we were placed in the local jail where we found a large 
number of other survivors. 

8 104 
Leon W. Rogers 
Lieut. (j g), U.s. Navy 
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eventt1ally sevc1: :r1cn (C oJ::d:::- . Epc~::ein, Felix Yeol/c , ~>-rt'::.e!· .,r.::::/c , r:oop~~~,, :..-;,/c, 
Q T3rieu Pvt. ·:'lillE:rton '!eo2/c , Beeson Se3.1/c , a C~inP::::;o ~·e:;:: :.-V··-:Y1 r:::J..c.) c.:1C. 
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\'{i th cons i derable difficulty ·."C "'D.nazed Lo get n~?~:· -t:·1c icbnd un:l. \iitl; ~-~.slp 
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STADli!NT OF C.D. SMITH, EBSIGlf, USli 

After leavbg the ship about 0100 I swam rapi~ awq 8ld had arrived at 
a poiat approximateq f'ive huJidred yards on her starboard quarter whea I f'el•t 
the COJlCUSSion of a torpedo which hit ud.dships to port. Turnirlg B1¥ head I 
saw the •BoustoJl• roll over ca her starboard side aDd remain af'loat. llost or 
the f'ires topside were exti.Jlguished b;r by the aid of' a brilliant f'ul1 aoon I 
was able to see the bulk still tloatiBg f'or as lcmg as she reme1 Ded iuide 117 
horizoa (about one-bal.f' hour). I organized several 811&11 groups o£ niaers 
but eiJlce I had no litejacket I soon outdistanced them. 1'be current was 
settbg • westward at about two knots so I headed tor a peak visible o• Java 
to the south ud swam across curreJlt arrivhg at a tb;y islaDd three Jnmdred 
yards of'f' the coast (later discovered to be pt. famposo) af'ter 1100Jl88t about 
0430. (J:stiJDated distance SW\lll f'roa ship about tea miles.) 

!wo •n, Huff'llaa, J .w., Cox., &lid Bird, nc, aDd I crawled ashore ad 
slept till daylight. .&.t that time we discovered f'ive others who joiDed 117 
parl7; Lust Sgt., USJI:, Beatt,. Slc, WUld»soa, S2c, Batchelor, Slc, aDd Jolmson, 
W., S2c. At 0700 we nu to the mainland duriJlg a rain squall to avoid beiag 
spotted b;r patroau.Dg aircraf't aJld surface ships. Whe:a we reached high ~UDd 
we could see the Japanese ccmvar unloading below us about five ld.l.es dOWJl the 
beach. .&. three stack light cruiser, three destroyers, and several patrol boats 
(about same size as our Coast Guard cutters) were on patrol duty along with 
several Japanese SOC'a and nights or five or six NaV7 96 (fixed UDdercarriage) 
fighters. Later that aorniag Bukowsky' Pvt., USB:, joined us. We rema1Ded ill 
the vicimt:y until Jdghtf'all Monday hoping to get a Dative boat but the presence 
of soldiers drove us off. We travelled eastward through the mountains until 
Tuesdq JlOOil when we entered ,. native rlllage tor food. The natives appeared 
friadl7 ad fed us. However unJcnown to us they sent tor Japanese soldiers who 
arrived about 1330. We heard'them comi.J:lg and attempted to escape back to the 
hills but the natives ran with us and disclosed our hidi.Dg places. Si.Jlce we 
were weak troll hunger and exposure we were forced to surrender. The Japanese 
took us back to the village headaaD's house and ted us. We reiiSined here 
sevenu hours tied up while the gospel was spread by a llal.q-spealdllg Japanese. 
We were then marched about ti.rteen Jliles eastward down the coast road aDd spent 
the Dight in an occupied native vlllage. The next JllOl"DiDg Wednesd~ we continued 
our J&arch till about 1.300 when we arrived at a Jl&tive market place where we 
rested tor a couple of hours. Then we were placed in a -truck aDd driven about ten 
miles to a pall village at the intersection or two highlr~s. We reJD8:bed here about 
f'our hours tied up ill an empty store. .&.bout 2100 we were placed in a truck which 
joined about one hundred others travelling east. About 2300 we arrived at Serang 
aDd were taken around to several private houses untU 0100 when we were taken to 
the Baat8JD Park movie house. Sunday evenirlg, I was moved to the j aU along 
with the rest of the Allied officers present. At no time after reaching the 
shore and until I was taken to Senmg, did I see a:ny Americans other than those 
with me. 

lien seen by me in the water: Capt. Remse:y,Us~, good shape swimming with 
lii'e-jacket. Gar:y, CFC, in good shape swimming with life-jacket. Elliot, CFC, 
in good shape strhmdng with life-jacket. Radio Electrician Gillet, arm broken 
below shoulder on plank surrounded b;r about ten men. Roque, Slc, good shape 
llldJuniDg with life-jacket. Bubnis, Slc, good shape swimming oa pl.8llk. Smith, 
n'2c, good shape swimming without life-jacket. Stewart, Qlllc, good shape · 
niJoniJag with life-jacket. 

Charles D. Smith 
Buign, U.S. Ia.,. • . 



Reproduced at the National Archives 

• rialae...,aa~~w 
41lr.blc ,,. lt _ ...... 

s 104 -r 



• I 

Reproduced at the National Archives 

IE CES A .1. • THE BATTLE F SUHDRA STRAITS. 
P. R. CLARK, SIGN(PC , US • 

I ~ent of the quarterdeck, down the n~t riewe 
th('re , "hartly u cr .J. •• r S~'ccn o. c.ndo s' ip or or ·a::: passed. : .. t tlU>.ii t1rne 
thF> shin wa::: ic cd to smrboc.r o.r.d no · ng slm.ly to :!Jort. I S\18.:- c rur o 
the sr.i~ and then st~rted for · l:at ::;e,.,~'3d to ne tho nearest land, c.il·ectl~· 
::;outh. ·I ,.,t nc life rafto fror tLo s ip and onl~r a fe pconlc in . e o.tcr. 
Then I cou d m~J;:c out -'-he shore i'1C I ecume alarmed o. he re:tc t .c r-ur:-ent ·.1~.~ 
c~rryin~ , c ;e '"'twa no I di:::cc.rded r.>y c;tm and shoes. A •• rn:::inatcly an hour 
a .... or S1.1.."1rise I nade sho::-c as r id Lt. • Llton. Ie met t. Pnyne, T • C-1"1. aghr--r, 
and t"P..rce ~on nearby an fc::; innc, s:.ocs ~on o1 1 ; fejac mts, (L+. Payne :as 
.tho only one ho had retained ) 

~e suspected ~he Jana ~3e ad landed some troons to the TiestTI~rc so ·-~ 
·:ent pe_st ar U.'"ltil we found a native hut and obtained drin dng ~ter. . e lef·t 
continuing eastward in searc.. of food, finding o~1y gr~Pn bananas and coconut 
palms ~ did not ave the strength to cltmb. We sat down beside a rice padriy 
and decided to stay together an. to rrake all possible haste toTiard Tjilatjap 
af-G.er 3etting some shoes. e clinbed a hill and found a native h t the 
occupants of which gave us some fres~ cucumbers. In he near distance there 
was a Japanese light <?ruiser and on 1e orizon several de3troyers, presumably 
the force that accompanied the transports t.1at we bad s en hi le s .imminc to the 
beach. 

While at the ne.tive mt Japanese o scrvntion plenes kept flying about. 
to .ere al very tired and had a s'1ort mp in a hut at .... !1c top o:' the .il • At 
about 1500 we st.art.ed down the , · 1 toward t.l}e road ·re could see, Lt. Payne 
and Lt. Gallagher starting to eo to a ouse on the oad. T .1e rest of 'lS ntayi . .,~ 
behin. Shortly a coldier was seen to our eft on he cad. The roldier oo10

' 

:e a Japanese om .he distance ~n Lt.Mton ··e t to.7aru ir::. ~rov·ever ·e 
soc_n saw t.he ••hite flae with ~. :n rec ci cle and rna y ore (a ·cut "0 ) f'O '1ic-rs 
on .e side of the i -e liere on., on the rca • Tl:o_e :::ol<liers bad a l'l.achir.e 
gun co· "'rine o· encent of the ill an ha us npotte on~ <=>fore •re es:.1 tr.c::-. 
They had all sc n of uc si+ i-n + .e grass in the shade, eel us iscuit, ""n • .... , 
a..'1r. cigarettes liDt.i. about 1630. C~. en+er iech in an 6 o~ 0r~ -;G:;.~e ca:;>t' e 
at about this time. 

The 
almod dark 
for cuts anc 
fed rice an 
on p3.lm 

soldiers put a shoulder pack on each of' us and ~e marche until 
ith reasona le rest perio s, east·Tard, to "'" srrall 1d.llaee. E:::cep" 

ses on our bare feet we were not too uncon or a le. e \' :rc 
di vi cd cans of so•ne "in o meat arJong us. 'Ve vrere bedded ovm 

an open 'tile roofe 1.u in;:: under guard. 

:re marc _c o :?Q.Ck~ or any 
en. on which many tr .lad ::en fe e 

.e passe tuo or ~ ee 3inch antia_rcraft 
We nor halted at a ~rre.P cl<>arine 

on dr:r :ro lnd -1 ure a s::.al:. ;::H.<.1 .. ~.LJI C-c.HJvc-. :Jb.ci "uc.au "'.:, ta~J:..: .... : -l, in si&}lt of 
the brocr.. An ru"':.cd me;rc1c..ntr.an \"C.S on its side and a bkc : painted mercb.r.tl'!lan 
.. ras sunk strai~ht do·?n ·. ·::.~ .. h a red cro~w aintecl on boar s hung o':cr 10 side. 

e sat ru:o nd !"czt of t:r.e day doinG v•~:::"'J little vrork a.ncl .ere c::·c~.jcG. toge.~.bcr 
clc :>e ;~ at n igl:t c .. u::: alln"0(1 to alecp. T!J.c ne:d day c.nd t!-.c dey after ( .ar~h 
3~4) ida_·+ .:.c ·c:r·~: U:"" ... ,.a in.; -t~·lcb: e.nd landing 'o:: s, ri1ci 1 y 
cas 1- _e c'11~ · s, .~.:.::: e;., l--ce;r·, ::·.:.ce a true!: srx:.re , a ~~ D.::ri."lg "t.'lis -:.: e 
o .... e o~ ou ... ~C.ilLrS (. te·· c.::·t: 'lr' a Dm .. ch :m :::-cr..ant ca.:Jtc.in arrived badly i:r: need 
of r: rtiev.l ~:ttc.&.v:.o::1 lJut ~o ... c c.o.::; :!'ccei\~cJ • 

... b~u.t 21.30 :C.:-d. 4, ..... fter e ·:. re bedded <lo m as best •:1e coUld, Y!e 
YTere ::'"Utc:d ut an~: '!"'az'chsd to a fair co~1centrc.tion of troops, past the local 
GI Q ::mrl tra.m;mitter:::. T~ en ":nc rxu·t ~ ··ras dh'idcd c. tro white :men and a. native 
vrero put to pusr.J.ng each coolie cart, l:C3.vily laden, over an almost impassable 
roc.d. Rocks mir(;;c, ::outs, e c., rna ~e it necesso .. r for Lc Japanese soldiers to 
help us o t :._ .11.t CJ.bout 02 ,.. J.he ot!Y'r part of o r er up r.:et us on a gra ed 
irt roaJ, · .• e ··,ere pushing la.~.ger carts . It rained so \S'tir::e during the night 

but lucl _J.:r ·~e kept on, else e o.ll vrould have caugl.t cold. Sometime after 
aybreuk we cat1e to a rr"""ca ~. road which booring generally southeast all t .. o 

t' ·e brought us to Se~ r-at abo•t 210 zrch 5. n this trip our uns.od feet 
suffere terribl.,~, and the li 1t diet of rice and a per3ir.Jnon urin..... the heat 
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of the day had vory littl e in it to help our fatigue. Truly y tho time 
we arrived in Scrang ·re "' rc goinc on . er'\Te:J only. After ·anderine arc,und 
to\m for about tYIO :rours 'r.e 'r.ero horued into the Bantam Purl~ theater , C'onverted 
from a church, and alloYied to sleep. 

The next ~"o""'lir:c, 1'arch E-, nati7N> were separated from whites, officGrs 
from r-en, and HOUSTO:~ sailor:J frof' P ...:....TH sailor c. 

Po- +t..c .,..,..,-v-~- " 1 ... ~.~ ,,n+-i, .. , ~ ,..,~";"e.,..., ......... ~ ......., men ·-ere +P}rcn to 
.>. .!~ ,.,.;; • .._._. ..T.:c: '"'""'' •<• ._ __ ··'-' -..-.~-'-' .-;:! '"'"'" "".., o..&J • • '' ~- • 

t.:;e jail .. e each :-a~ t•:1o small loaves o~ road per '.hy c.n'l '"':::.tor. During the 
< ay >m bad to sit on tl:c -1--:i.lrJd flco ... · ~r.ich ·:;e could sweep but cou2.d not 
wad: o m end at nic:ht ··ro slc:?t on ·' •. c lx:tre floor. ":Mlc I \:a::: & t -'.:1-:.c : !10atc:· 
t_ ere i'.-ere no l)atl in~ .fnciliti~:.s at all an'1. +he head was most primitive . D;.u-i!.g 
the second a-;;' .~...1:; Ja;:-~.nese ir stalled a ma~":.:.n.-~ gun n the balC'ony w .. irh cot:.lc, 
trai."l trai."l on a...v of us, a.."lr, once during .,...,.l ::::tay in he :.cater a g.1....rd ' ::; Qll1 
was fh•ed accidenul.ll:T, hurtjne o nne 1-:u-:. ::cc.ring everyone. 

P. R. 
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STATEIIBir.l' OJ' EBSIGB JOHN B. NELSON, U.S.NAVY 

'lhea the word was passed to abadoa ship, I weat to -.q 
abandoa ship atatioa ud uaiated the mea aesigaed to that statioa 
ia uuhippbg, provieioniJI& aDd lauachiJag our lite raft. All •• 
were cautioMd to secure their lite jackets properq 8Jid aot to 
juap until we had latDlehed the rart. As sooa as we lamached the ~ 
I jumped overboard to starboard ud nam clear ot the ship, which 
still had about 4 bote wrq oa. I thea swaa to -r ratt ad tOUJld 
there Baaip J • .11. Hamill sad 2Dd Lieut. B.•. Barrett ud approxi­
•te~ firt7 .en. lfoae of the mea were wowrded or bjured except 
0 1Bria, R.L., GJO.c, who had iajured his chest slightly jUilpiJig 
f'rom the ship iato the raft. 

Durbg this tiae the Japaraese had coatiaued ehell.iDg 
the •BJUSTOP ud several of their salvos Janded Mar by. We 
sooa pa.ased out ot the liM ot tire ad ill compaiV' with several 
other rafts head*'- toward a small ialud later ideJltified as Pud-
j •ngkla:Wt. We sooa realized that the curreDt was agahst us &Dd there­
tore chaDged course toward a high peak oa the Java side of the straits. 

About 01.30 we sighted a sublllarille oa the aurface. Euip 
BaF JJ, 2Dd Lieut. Barrett aDd L kept the mea quite uatil it dis­
appeared. Sooa thereatter two destroyers, several trusports ud at 
least one motor torpedo boat passed us close aboard. I am certaia 
that we were sighted, because the soldiers oa the transports were 
shoutillg aDd pointed at us. They ll&de • move to molest us however. 
The tr&DSports sooa anchored, off shore, aJ¥1 we could hear prepara­
tions beiDg made for a laDding .force. 

At about 0.300 Lt. Comdr. W .J. Galbraith aDd Warru.t 
•ach1w1st B.V. Jlq joiJ:aed our pa.rV. We coDtiBued on toward our 
objective, hopillg all the while that we could laDd before the JapaD­
ese 8lld contact the Dutch. 

When dawa came, we could see that the Japanese had already 
laded ad we k:ae1r 1 t was useless to atteapt a la•U ag ia the -viciait)r. 
We therefore got upon the raft aDd let the current ca.rT7 us soutblrard. 

ICJ 
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STAT.BMBNT BY C.L. THOMAS, Slc, USN 

I was attached to the u.s.s. Stewart (224) when the 
war started. On !"e'bruar7 7, 1942 I had aD attack or acute appea­
dicitus and oa Februar;y 8 1942 I was transferred to the hospital 
ashGre in Tj Uatj ap to be operated on. This operation never 
took place. Oa March third ~ was seat to the Hospital. at Tj akchow 
where I remai.Dded overnight. The Dutch doctor here told • that 
the J apaBese were oDl.y' eighteen miles awq ad that there was a 
chance or beillg evacuated if' I went back to 'fjilatjap. I returlled 
to Tj Uatj ap oa llarch f'Uth where I f'OUJid that three traJUJports 
had lett the dq before ud two had been sUBk 1.a the harbor. The 
docks were af'1re ud there were Japaaese ships, in the vicin1t)r, 
ao I was sent to the Australian hospital in BadoeBg. Dur1Jig this 
time I had speat three weeks oa a liquid diet aDd the reaaiDder of' 
the time oa a sof't diet. Also I had had a secoai acute attack of' 
appeJidicitus. I stqed 1.a the BandoeDg hospital untU Jlarch f'itteenth 
ud duriDg this t~ recover¥ rq strellgth to a great exteat. During 
this tiae the all:led forces ·llad capi tul.ated ud the J apaaese had 
occupied the ton. On llarch f'ifteeJlth I was seDt to the allied 
headquarters al.oag with all of' the other hospital patients who could 
be moved. On llarch sixteenth I joiaed the British •6th Heavy• aDd 
on llarch seventeenth ll8rched about twelve JDiles to a railroad center 
near Tjebatoe. Here I joined the lJlst Field Artillery u.s.A. On 
March thirtieth we were taken to Batavia aiJd put in a prison camp in 
the harbor district. On )lay fourteenth the "lJlst• was moved to 
Bicycle Camp and here I joilled the Houston detachment. 

Charley- Laurence Thomas, Slc, USB 

13 
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Kortenaur 

Feb. 27, 1942. 

De :tuyter ( CL) 
Exeter (CA) 
Houston (c.) 
Perth (CL) 
Java (CL) 

J. P. Jones 
Edsel 
I;d;7ards 
Ford 

9 

Electra 
Jupiter 
Encounter 

On Friday afternoon Feb. 27, 191;2 the Allied Strfr..ing Force \'!as returning 
to Soerabaia. after making a sweep of the Java Sea N. of Madoera Is. the 
previou.s night in search of a Japanese force. The enemy fleet had not been 
diccovered and the only contact with the Japanese P~d been a bombing attack in 
the morning with no d.amage to the Allied s:b..ips. 

The Houston was in readiness condition II.. Two of the Houston's planes 
had been damaged during previous bonbings, and one bad fc.Ued to rejoin the 
ship after the bor:1bing on 16 Feb. The only serviceable plane had been left in 
Soerabaia. the evening before as a night action was expected. Expended C02 in 
gasoline storage. 

At about 13.30 just outside the minefield tee Houston fired on a plane T'ith 
Japanese n-ar!~ing::; whlch resembled a 11lod~hecd Hudson". Only about 12 rou..11ds · 
fh•ed, no hits observed and plane turned away vdthout pr-.:;ssing horr:e an ::::.ttack. 

About 1415 a PBY reported b:.,. radio a Japo..nese force of cruisers, destroytrs 
and transports in tee vicinity of Bav1ean Is. and hear1ing s. (Contact report: 
55 rren of mar 20.3 transports). By tl:is time v:e rrere in the minefields. Lt 
1515 the Allied Force turned and headed nortt to intercept the enemy. 

About 15.30 we uent to ll De.i'e:~se "Len .3 planes resembling ".SOC t stt ~.,ere 
sighted. They did not come within range. 

:·:e rrent to G.Q. at 15.35 when the rr.asts of sr.ips ..,.,ere sighted hull do\m 
bearing about 020° R. Our course \7as .350° T. speed 28 1.--ts. The form~.tion 
continued on thin course .for about 15 minute::; closing be:fore tho ac~ion started,. 

.At 1555 the E.~eter opened- fire and tLe Lou~ton .3 o 4 nin. :tutor. The 
targets ·were Jc.pane::;c light ~rui::cr::: wl:ich '.'Tors just co"'ing in rc."'J::;e ahw.·-1 c.ncl 
about 2 pts. on stbcl. bo~7. Otu• fo:r-ce !'laCe a colunr. ~ove.nent to the left abcut 
60° and tre head of tro coln.nm camo urrler fire fror. 2 other enem:r sLips bear2.:q; 
about .30° to tl:E;; right of "tl:.e lj ght cruisers. Thece '7ere apr..crently heavy 
cruisers and "rere th':) cht to be Tone c:.Uss. 

The Exeter and Houston immediately shifted their five to ttcse new te.r.;::ts 
and each took o:r.e shi~. The Eouston :b..ad fired or.ly 2 or 3 sa:. vos before shiftint; 
and bad apparently sco::.·ed. no tits. 

The openin£ gun range on +._.e J U!Xmese heavy cruiser '-'Ias about .32, 000 J'u.Tc1s. 
The courses of t!'le two forces :·:er:: :o!.lJ<J.o:::t paralJel but convergin,: slightly. Tl e 
allied cruisnrs ,~re in colun..'l distance about 600 yds.' speed 28 kts.' course 
about 280° T. or 2900 T. 

:·,'hen the battle started the 3 :9ritish destroyers on the ::>tbd. bo"' n.nd beam of 
the column increased speed and changed course slightly to the left, crossing 
in front of cruiser colunn well ahead, and engaged Japanese light forces. They 
later rejoined column when '!Exeter" was hit. 

The two Dutch destroyers rcroined in relative position on port boYT and 
beam of column and engaged Japanese de~troyers at tiMe of Exeter hit. 

J/,3 
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The American destroyers astern r...u.d troul)lc keeping p until Exeter was 
hit t:_en t.'I-J.ey laid smoke screen. Le.ter thc-y were or 0red en separate mission 
t.o atto.ck transport::: and never rejoined. 

Tbe Jo.pancso forces wn'!'c in th ... r.c groups: t 'TO heavy cruicers bca-ing about 
1C0° R.; two lj_.;ht crtuscrs -:,ith dc:::troy rs '1-,e-.ari.,..g about 070° R.; a.."11 tTio 
light crui::;ers • i th destroycrp bear in ~bout 030° R • 

... t the bcginni g of the action the ene~"""'J conce:Ptratcd on head of colu.rnn 
anC: +.:he ~Iou::;ton ·:c..s not under fire for about 15 ninut.cs 

Tl':e c..J. ied col1L'1'.n of crtti.eers .. ,,.,re zig-zem;ing ·without plan following 
::Jo .. _,i.-'1;- nf Dc::lt:~1:cr ~l"ich '7as cl:al1ginr; course 7itto1;.t signal about 1C0 to 
cit'.cr side of firint; course "'VCrJ· 10 or 15 minutes. 

About 162C the Eou.ston be go.::. bi tti.Y1G her target consi'<·tently. One f\7 1 

t·11~et blm·r 1p ar.J "!t"~rgo .fires were started i'rl the ic..i :::t of the ship. She 
slm7cd tw-ned a-::e.y un-1 ceused fir!ne. At this time she rTas partia.Dy obsc1lred. 
be:und lor o1m :::mloY.:e I"UCh o.f .. rh:ic.. "TO.::: co ing from the stack • 

• t this time tl1ere ''Ul Pe no !?._:->.-..rent hits on '~oter 1 :: turl;>et so the 
Hou8ton :::hiftcd her fire to that ship. A.fter about 10 cnlvos our orieinal 
target l1.ad come ~ack into line and resuned fire; whe;reupon the Houston 
:::hiftcd back to her o":m target. The l:custon appurently scored no Jdts on tl:o 
Zxeter's target ane. never established effective hitting~~ range on her om 
t:::.reet again. .. bout the time we chifted back on own tarcet, tho firing became 
v•r.;! erratic in eflection. Spot 1 t1:ought hie S;?ot~ ere not be>ing applj_ed 
but this VJas not the case. Plot thouc!lt they bad a bo.d set up, e.nd obtained 
a ne ·r one. De.flection was still erratic and control •rae shifted to D rector II 
and Spot II, but Director II could. not b-ar so control V!as s~ifted bacl: to S::'ot 
I and Director I. Su :::equently it ·;·as deternined that an electrieal lead to 
Director I in fm.--emast was oodly .frayed or brolren. Tl'd.s faulty transmission 
to.;-;+hcr '.'Tit!! 1 severe whip in ll'1ls-t .us J.o :d;;h speed anc. continncus :'iring y·as 
apparently t1.e cause o!' the er:ratic deflecti(m. ':''.e !ouston had fired about 
60 salvos or 70 slaves up to t._:.s tire. 

t the time the Eoucton shi!'ted ..:'ire '~C-- to her O\'ffi ta::-gct, -':.he ~xete·r 
uas hit by shell fire. The hit was so~e7~ere in the fircrooms reducin~ _er 
speed to 12/15 kt:::. Sl:e slor:cd a.nc: turned loft about 45° out of colunn. To 
avoid her th~ n0us ton t11rned about /0° left. The P~rth ~~ssed astern and 
laid a smoke screen between the fxet~>r unr' t.he e"lGF:".f• At this tiT"o the Kortenaur 
\7hich :b..arl been 3000 yds on Houston's st':d bov1 wo.::: ~~it amidships stbd b'J a 
submarine torpedo. She rolled over on her port boam, brol~e in two, jack-knifed 
until only 10 ft. of her boTI and stern out of vTatr-r, ~nu sunk in 3 or 4 mirn,tes. 
The Exeter <7as smoking badly when the Japanese destroyers attacked. The Hou:::ton 
r.ade another 90° turn to tho le.f+ and emerged from tho smoke screen to sight 
the .:.ncor.Ltng destroyers. The J~in Ba"· tery .fired one salvo, about 13,500 yds.; on 
in range but off in deflection, tb.en •rre were covered by the smo.:c screen laid 
down by American destroyers. The _ouston then coT"~enced s~oking for a short 
time. The Japanese Clestroyers appc.rontly launched t ... ei:r torpedoes at max. range 
and t11rned a'.7ay because several WPre oecn to porpoise 100 or 200 yards short of 
the Houston, and one was reported to :b.ave bit us on port quarter nithout exploding. 
Another destroyer ~"as hit by tor?edo and s-..:.:k (Electra?). Simultaneous \'lith the 
destroyer attac.c onemey sub'!"'JC.rincs at. ad~ed from reviously engat:;ed si e. ~To 
othPr ships \7Cl'C hit r.y torpe oes al~-.o an amzine number 'lere seen. Durjng 
a++.ack an AlJied destroyer about 15C:C' yds. on stbd quarter .fired a torpedo in 
our eeneral r ircction. The torp0do travel] ed about 100 yards and hit a submrine. 
The estroycr t!:cn +urned a :ld _ .o. ·se astern trac:Y.ing a torpcClo vra ~e about 2000 rc:s, 

ropJ1ed 3 dept. cr.;arees Y~:.i !1 seer.od to !.ave sunk another subma!'ine. 
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The DeRuyter then ordered the Allied destroyers to attack th" enemy 
battle line. They launched their torpedoes from extreme range and no hits 
v1cre a.' ... rent, altho snake prevented us from sceinc much of the attack. 

The Houston was hit once during tre entire engagement Y a shell Yihich 
.. it 9u inboard nt fra.ne 14 on port siue of "'oreca.stle. It. penetrated the 
forecastle deck, main eck, the second deck, and emerged thru stbd side of side 
abcut .3 11 belo'.7 :::econr deck. The shc:!.l 1L: 'lOt explode but partially broke up 
b3fore emerGing. Conciderable i' ater wns · aken in vu.ilc steaming at li' g spee-:1 
-:r.re>ugl;out the evenint; and follo.Fin.., ,....,Y"'lint;. fragment was ~· und stamped 

. Tii t!-. a 11 6" but "'.t.c 1ole U rt oro cast e decl~ r:as 811 in diz.roeter. 'l'. e _lOle ir, .... . P 

side was 1"'" X .32 11 • '7e also rcccivv1 a ~.c::tr miss, port<Jidc aft, at frame 115 
at \'"atcr' s ed~:,r. T!~is di hed in t' e side soncwb.t r-..1rtured a bulkheac in fuel 
oil tank C-9 and contaminated t..-e oiJ nit sclt YTater, floo'"led D-UA, and 
·;rec~wd so· e rr.achinery in the laundry~ 

. . 
T"c .AdrJiral or ered the Exeter 1::~"' ~ to Soerabaia accompanied by the .'i.de.W., 

Exeter left Sor-rabaia at 1900 acconpanied by Encoun·t.er and rreptune(?~ - reported 
sun1: 1y bcnbers south of Borneo. ' 

7ideW sunk 1000 JJe.rc!l 1 by ncar niss f'rom bombine raid in Soerabaia barbour. 

The Houston emereed .fro!'l snoke ('reen just after destroyer attack on a..."l 
easterly course and '!:'esumed fire on i:,he tv10 heavy cruisers noll to port. 1

.' e 
fired .30 to 1;.0 salvos (range ~0, 1"100 _ s) rluring this phase and the action 
ended .:t dusk. Our original hli-eet ·as no on~er returninc: our fire and Tias 
burnin,::: and smoking us to be almost o sewed (a tip o. the bov1 Yli th ITo. 1 turret 
an.:!. a tip of the stern with' o. 5 turret was all the.t was vlsible,. ·ro heavy 
dat'~ge was apparent to the ot er ca J cruiser altho she is elie>ved to have 
been under ire from our lieht cruiscrf. 

Durin.; the action a Jap.:::.ncse a ottine plane was ov r eo.d continuously 
.:'lying 'P o.nd 'mm +.he colllT'l!l on '·E' lmen.sc.ec~ side ~ever cci in6 within ro.nge 
of cur lJJ.. batte:r-.r (s11ortest slc.nt r~nge o served 6,000yds.,) 

.;,t least one ene~r ship '7as s• ... uu by AlJ.ied bombers elieve .... o 1 ave cen 
F. F. from Java. Ho '.llied cruis r a y1c .8<1 e. plane. 

De Ruyter 
Ho ston 
Per 
Je.va 

Jupiter 
Encounter 

The Allied force ":.hen :nrned 1\. fo! a rc JOrted PTOUD of transnorts, ~r,.. 
pas!';ed tbru rafts of Y.:orteno.ur surv-'vor"' (1~2J clo::-e ""'abo;rcl and .l..~ Encoun+er 
was ordered to pick them up and return to Soerabaia. 

Abovt 2045 two lD.rge shancs "'e:-e s · ;:;tter1 tc ~o!'t. Houston :ire.d 10 or J2 
star shells at maximum runGe ll4,000 yar s) and on~=> salvo from turret II ( an,ce 
15000 :!!.rds). Stn::-:- "'';'le.lls short of ob~Pc.ts. 'l'tU',..et salvo vrry close. P~1·th 
end DePuyter also "'i:~u one or t 'O :>ah"'a - no hits a9parcnt. .ner.JJ' s .iy>s 
fir~d 2 or .3 salvos at Eousto"" "'ith no ilJurninati· n, close but no d.amq:e done. 
kction :2inisl"' in v~ry fcv1 '' ,,, too when "'Ylt;r:ly turn"'il away. Abo·-: this +ime 
enemy planes discovoro u~ ::.. ... 1 ccPtinued to f y own our com·sc line droppit1;;; 
f_a:res. T.1AY 'e!'e very teno.('icus in spite of 1"1uch rr.anunvering. Some '\':'ere 
usual aircraft ma.gnesim. fla ·es, nt:!' er~ seeme to be a noat li)1t ·pitl: attery 
and b b. "'T0 co lc~ not ter if latter lit on contact rith vrater or by such 
action as agitation caused by wake. 

About 2.30C nccr Banean Is. the J piter was torpedoed several miles actern, 
sending a messace 11 '!l ·-orp~docd 11 • '!'l e flash could e seen from the Iouston. 

/ , 

•. 
·' 
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Shortly after about 2.315 the Java \las torpe oed and about 5 min1ttes la.ter the 
DeRuyter. 1 e seemed to have run into a Jaoonese submrine nest. Or ers f"rom 
the .dmiz'al v:ere that cruisers should not ~top .for survi ~rors so the ouston 
and Perth • eaded west for Batavia, sp,.,e-1 a. 01 t 28 kts. , :in ~o]ur:m Perth leading, zie: 
zagging 1ithout p1.un. The Jo.va t ;:, firos ~:: te orU.:;r a fe""r :-"inutes ,ut the Dcl'uy+Ar 
cor tinuGd to burn r; ~·rcely and until '·e t~;;l'e over t~ e llorizon 9 distinct explosions 
could be coun~ed. Lcr'ording "'"o Dutch Haval 0rficers ator t .. c Java sunk in g 
Y.dnutes witL one sm·vi vor and DcR17·:. ""2:' bu ·:r.s~.1 .:'or 2 ::o'll::'G \' ith c. bout 90 s'!.trvi vorc-• 
• 1otl"5ng mo=.~c hcc.r o.:' Jupiter. Th"::s i :cc no no:·e enc"' · contacts r.ut night. 

Scc"J:.'€t..~ froJ'l s-.:;.. c.t dc.vm o.:' Fee. 2r' :J.nr' sd, 
[rnTtiY" ~ T'c!T::1_ r -· _~_l :_T:'~nc.s ;·;p. 'C si.~ .t.... ut no -11o'ts 
friPnd1y. Sor-:: r~srT'l1;led P-//'G o·t!.crs Dut~~ 7-.r:!.n i'lr.at 

: ... '!e.ttery • 
.. ,,.,.r,.., .;'ired as beli~vod 
:..ea)luncs • 

•• rriveL1 off Tc=Cl~oP..g rio.: abcu-: .,:rr:- an'.l doc~~ed about l3CC. ..:~bout J~~O a 
Jc.~C.~~~e ;: ~loat SE:.C.phl1C r1-r~:)pC "(.1-.,J..:. 0~~·r'"".: a T.Jtrtr:-h ,~tl"J -.r~f: ol ::t J ! .. e C ...:,r'.t-""'01 

..:.. ,. • + ,..~ • n-t • ..l.. ("i """ L TI ,., d c .:! eclvr9. ce, no . J. ... C . ..:> :__· u:.r .,..-:~ .LU!'!'ev - . O}:""'':J.r • OT".f"€nCGlr 
::'ur>ling as soo11 as :pocci"le (a: vUt 5rr,; considerable delay ·as C:A;_JE:rionced 
bec2.use of daJ!lage asher"! <'rom bon insf . · ldeo patch on hole for...-ar.:l. ''o 
rcpc.irP necessary a:'t. Terr.po:;:ary rc~x:!.irs bd been e_ fected o 1 Director I 
deflection mec ~nism. The Captain eft the shi "'or a co ference . Ee requested 
reco. inforrr.ation about Su11da Str. from AV!~ r~ltby. ;:;o British r>lanes but Dutch 
reported straits clear. (Later ri.::;cc•r:·cd. from D. 1Javal officers the enemy 
forces Tiere sighted near S.B. at 15('0 ::..nd th~ir ::>!lip v:a::: orde:::ed bacl: to B:J.t.J.vj.a 
by radio. Also D. Arr:~J General Ste.f." 0" leers !'~")ortcd they .acl i.n.fo "'",hat 
Japanese corr ... '7lcnced landings i n Br:tan Ray c.t 2100 and ::..t :''""rak at 2/,00., . 

i'. ouJc 1 ~15 o. Japanese seaplane resen~li '1;3 ou_':' SOC :'le"i in low ovr.:r la1·bo 
c.nd fire e. fe::-:r b 'rsts of ma c} ine ZU.TJ. _.:.:-e. The plane was fired on by nhore 
battery, Pnrth a.T1d Dutch destroyer ....,vc.r··sen - no hits a~- 2·ont. About 1845 Lt. 
T. B. Pa;;me, USN, flew in from So,.,r.:::: ... aia c.n:1 '''!lS .ni:::-e- on by l"l:o::·o butter;/ !:n·l 
dr-stro;:.rer. lJo hits scored and :..avi "lG 'st.::::")2.i:;hed iC.cntificc.tion lc.ndec and nas 
recov0red. 

n.n 
Got undervrc.:r about 19.30 in cor.~c.~~- •· it}) 

hn'UI'. R'3cc:!.ved a .essacc sa.~·:.'1~ .L.l1~ -:; .:!.y 
on easterly cour sc. Perth t s .a:.':. c. 

:)cr.L:., ""'vartsen to follo\1 '!i-l:.r..in 
nE:r::'" · ~ ~\. .. i·'"'i it:,.,. :··c.:: 6r. !"iloo to 

'p ::. :::u:. -250 ·-rezscls -:o :~~, ·, m:: , 

Set Condit. "11 II :Iatch I i:-1 • '\ c.::.:.. in .'..';. Be.+tc:::-y. TUl·rct I r..:::.,....ned po~; e • 
trE.;..:n fil ad. 511 'O.tterJr div:!.J.e·' - nl~ _:;ht doc~: Dll1S on ;rl . dirE:C-;:,')::' 1 'oc.t deck 
cuns OP o.ft"'r dircct0r. Boat CC 1

' u"U"'::l .1.0 c u:;ed for i l·1.rl::.:'1ati011 ::..n~. read:" 
bo:z:cs cont:.inod st.ar .. :hells. ?1-"t:h+ '1ef'': r~a~y bo7eG fi eel , .. ::i.tr co·-ron shell . 
81)ee. abou~ 22 ~:."lots . !.t 231:7 Top:)C'::'S Islanc. L: ~ht pla2..n y in view on stbd bow. 
8i.:;hte s1'i:~1s, no iQentit;,r, e .. cctcd Dutct :rcort o£' ;atrol ves:.:els . Pertl: 
1 adin;; c:n3.ll,.,r-b, :md Ji.;.~ rip<"troy-r fi!"rd a reu vr:>ry star. Pcrtl: op •1e 
fire. G.'! on ::ouston end Turret I opened fire on J~) (lc~tro:rcr about 5"0 yds and 
:'ired tYro ol· tltree B:J.lvos before Turret II joined. Bpot I & Dir'o'ctor I in 
control. Rcvsrsed col.trse c!1:1ngin:; t ri,:_0.t and. co·~.m':nced mm.~everin;; behind 
Pert.:'-1 follo·wing on var:.ous courses at vr:t!"icus spoedc. T' e enemy sr>r:ncd to l1.ave 
cruisers and destrcye s close to shore co'T"'r· "11:; la:~:.!.i'),l; e.~ cru:!.s2rs and destrcyc::.·::; 
outboard o:: -'-.ransports as ;;uar s . 1To n m'h r of ene~y cvs-r c.cc '''<!~ ~ly J:no··m ut 
:st.:.-D."'.,e 1 :l out 2 .. ca~:y cruisr-rs, 3 li~ht cru:.::,rs , 1::!. destroyers an: :1bout .35 
t1·o.ns..,Jorts. Fie t evelo."ed · nto :1 ,..elco - ::ouston .;uns e!'leaged on all sides, 
range never zrea+"r !:an 50CO ~:rcls . "(' '·nnm1 reco::""' of eneny s.rlps sunY. 1.)ut 
.:'?llo Yin;:: 1:1y rev'3al:;d .3 tro.nspc!"tc eac_.od (one either seaplane tender or 
:· . T. B. tender) Japanese destroyS!rs illuninated v:ith searc.llights .fror1 e.ll sHes • 
. :oust?n ":. B. sl.o.iftecl to Dir~ctor II once hut cre17 -•h,.,re VIas blinded by our oYm 
511 f c.::l.es. (S ;e Cor ...... rhllel· for repr-.rt 0f Japanr>c,e quest .. 0ning (4 transport::, 
;::,.. :.., ':Cl, 9DJ ~. ::r-;r·"'d !.oea C0"'"'ro in Tm· ets once but turning and trri:::t:lng 
at ::igh spee 2reve'1ted p:!.cl·;ng U!) a ... c.r,_,et. so fire v:us shifted bacl:: to Director 
I anrl Spot I. 

First hit r•. CP:!. •,"'(;d on :-icnnton <r:::.s ~..._ :::ah~ in ft ·~ngine Roan r;hich burst 
~te::tr.J. -i:r.es, • ·e.:ieved ki ing al1 ~o ·s !1!1£>1 ":ithin. 8-!:;eam e:>caping up 
v0r.tilutors 1 :i1, ed r:-.e-:s 'all and :·idsr.ips RApe.ir ?arty sec·urecl steam stops 
froM //2 I:ess 3all) fo_ C.f'il 511 eun::; on o- t deck, Director II and Aft !--..:.. Dirccto:'." 
personr~l to ::t'hn.n.:Jon st~tion:::: J..e:::po:::-a:::-:!.J.y. S"'cured 3 &. 4 fireroo':ls wl:::en steam 
... :::-cssure -~!"o _•. ~~d to r·r.tf and lost water. ~rat dec"= guns later reSU."'led fire • 
. :it on forecastls ::tP,...l eck set ~~'1t locker on .fire which continue(1 to h1.U'll• 

Received. ::>al vo completAly tbru "rardrooTI. Turret II 1it by dud in face plc.te 
just u~ ~o·;r _ -r .Tas "lY-!'OS for loadLTJ.g 28th salvo causing fire which caught 

17 
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powder train as tar as Powder Circle. Central statioa ordered turret aap.siDes 
to be tl.ooded which put Turret I out ot actiOR. lire 1Ja turret n G:tiJipisbed. 
Beceived two (3) torpedo hits to starboud aDd one to port - oDe 1IJider :1o.1 
1.1• IIOUJlt tired b7 II'1'B troll about 1000 7&l'ds aDd other below boat deck troll 
destro;rer- third belined UDder catapult starboard. First Abandcm Ship passed 
bu.t •chine gun nests aDd so• 5• crews OOD't.imwd to tire until all UEJDition 
expended. Last 1"0UDd8 tired were starshells used. as surface. Aa tiriDg troa 
Houston decreased Japanese destroyers becam bolder aDd approached w1 thin 1500 
to 2000 7ards~ increasiDg tire: Second Abandon Ship passed. Shells hit 
Connmmication Deck passageway behiDd Radio 1 dellolishing 111.1• IIOU!lt aDd 
tatall7 wounc31ng Captain. Hits at frame #55 on IIBin deck. Hits on Flight Deck 
set tire 125• ready box and pierced #2 stack - salvo hit boat deck inboa.rd 
13 - 1.1• aount. Bits at Frame 70, 78, 1.37. Japaneee dest1"07ers also uchine­
gunned quarterdeck and port hanger causing great loss ot lite. Final hit was 
delivered on portside by lll'B 1rtiltiH caused ship to roll. on starboard beam and 
siilk about 00,30 llarch 1. Perth had sunk about 20 Jd.uutes Previ~. Last 
view of' ship UlUD:inated b,r Jap DD was American flag still waving_ defiance as 
she rolled on side. 

"\ 

BVARTSBJT did not catch up, but believed aunk later the same night ., · 
attemptiJig to get through SUDda Strait. · 

/Y 
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Lm nll<lrB c. lllll., 1942 - u.s.s. ~~>uS'lOJI 

Feb, 1- Departed SarabQa about 1100 in 0011p8"7 with Paul Jones and Whipple 

enroute llalcasaar stmita to act as coveriDg part7 tor llarblehee.d and 

dutroJWS dUe to attack •DMO" south or Ballkpapen about 111dD1gbt. Feb, 2nd. 
, . 

feb. 2 - 1fDd8rlra7 all day without e'ftllt, .lpproxiatel.y afdnfgbt •ssap reaeiwd 

troll M.rblebMd 8a)'iDg "Riak too great•. Houston turlled about ud pro­

ceeded to-.rd Madoera st'rait, 

feb, 3- .bi'198Cl Madara Siftit about 0800 ~at &DChor tt.re wre the !ro11p, 

Dell~, 3 Datch dealav.,ue (VaD Ghent, Piet Bef.D. BaDckeri) aDd D1De 

4-pipera (IJal.Der, Bdazode, Pope, Ford, Peooe, Pillebar7, Paul Jonee, 

stnart lhipple), larbl.ehead arriwd ehortl.7 after, .ldldra1 ParDell 

uriwd Yia PB! tor COIIterence with .&dldral Doonan (Cca9trilor). l'l.aM 

returD1Da boa t1rat a1r raid or Saraba1a oaae oTerhead, l.oobd ue over 

aDd contilmed on, Air det'eDSe statioiUI •nned. 

Peb, 4 - UDdel"Wq IIOIIetDe dur1Dg 110rD1Dg, about 0300 - fOl"llation DeR~, 

Bouton, llarbl.ehea4 aDd !romp, .u.r defense about 1020 while enroute to 

.U.nar Stmit, About 54 plaDes, 11taubish1 9'71s partici~ted. Stnck 

bT bollb about 1230 while goiDg to aeed.staDce or llpobiebead who had beell 

-- hit b7 bOIIb which diaabled her steermg eng:I.Des, After hit C8 HoUI'toD, 

proceeded south toward .llae StnJ:te just ae darlalsee •• tal ling. 

Feb, S - .lrri.wd in 1'31lat3ap about 1630 'tblt atterDocm. 'lh11e en route f'roll 

Alas stn!.t air deteue as ozae plaDe (later iderltit:led aa Dutch PBY) 

•s seen, Wcnmdecl IIOwd ashore, Bepn f'ueliDg troa dock, 

Feb. 6- Puawral services wre held tor 46 Houtoll dead. Lt. (jg) J'a•l1D iD 

cba.rge of 11111tar7 escort, llarblebead arrived !jilatjap, tied up j1IIJt 

forward or Routon. 

Peb, 7 • J'lmeral aerd.ces were beld tor lla: ·blehee.d dead. 1111 ta17 eeoort tl"oa 

Bouton. llODpide dock all day, Inspection b7 Adld.ral. Bart aDd 

C<.lr. BruDer. 

Peb. a -~ to ~. DeRlqter aoorec1 ronrard or Boustoa. Acbdral 

Glassford on board. 

9 lC < ( 
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l'eb. 9- Dell127i*r departed fj1latjap tor Bali stnita with !rollp, Piet Bein, 

B:rikon, DNDi'Y 58 (5) Bepa1re OOJip].eted to cJaap done b;r boJib hit. 

Feb. 1 o- BollaDd aDd Blackhawk entered harbor !jilatjap. UDderwll1' tor Darw:ID 

about 1300. llet otis in uarrows. 1'r1nit7 out iD Bq. 

Peb. 11 - UDderwq tor DarwiD. 

Feb. l2 - UDd~ tor DarwiD. 

Feb. l3 • Beaded DOrth ot Darwin. 

Feb. l4- (ValeDUDe's Dq) AITiwd Darwin.. Pae1ed troa dock. 

l'eb. 15 • Departed Port Danr1D about 0300 iD ~with PearT, Swan, Warrego, 

.1111& Loa, lleip, '.ra1qS. aDd Port Mar. (Baroute loep&Dg. failed b7 

OJI8 4-eD.,._ ~ boat. Bequeated air support, oDe P-40 showed up, 

shots ftred to 1M1cate preeeDCe ot t'l..y1Dc boe.t. R1m -.de b7 tly!Dg 

boat at almlt 10,000 teet, DO baBe dropped. P-40 went ott. Smoke 

seen on horison, identity UDkDown. 

l'eb. 16 - About 0845 earcbange aiple with Loch-Bead Hudson to 8011'thward. About 

0900 picked up f'l71Dc boat again. Air defense 1100, 36 twineenpned 

~tnbiahi 971a, target Houston. ODl.7 on last run were bcalb8 dropped 

OD COD'tOJ'• (Dt Dear-ld.aa OD tr&Daport .UIIl Loa, two Wounded on board. 

WOUDCled -.a tNDsterred to Houston about 1700. Convoy ordered return 

to Daw1n. loepe.ng had been taken. 

Peb. 18 - Arriwd Darwin about (1300, 1600, 1100). Pbeled t:roa barge. Departed 

about 1730 tor eea. Beaded 1n vicinity' ot BrooM tor reDdenous with 

Lt. Iewde. 

reb. 19 - Cruised 1D T.1cin1't7 ot Broo. (ielaDi .300 ailes troll Bro011e) uzrti11800. 

a.P ordered Bouton to Tjilatjap. 

Feb. 20 - Baroute 'l'jilatjap. 

l'eb. 21 • Arr1'Y8d 'l'jilatjap at dusk. SDapper class sub lea'ri.Dg as we arrived. 

Sab acare on approachiDg roads to Tjilatjap. h8l.ed troa dock. 

l'eb. 22 - Departed Tjilatjap about 0800, course lao then west. 
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l'eb. 23 - steered DOrtberq course. Blltered Soma strait at dusk. Paaaed thru 

dllr1DI tbe Dight. 

:reo. 24 - Arri~ So111"8.bQa Roads about 1530, air defense aa tighter planes were 

seen cnerhead. No attack. Identit7 uuknown. 'l'ied up at Rotterdaa 

Pier. Sh1tted berth to Nav Yard Dock about 2330. Puel.ed. JaW& 

passed, lea"f'ing SourabeQa. 

:reb. 25 - 'l'ied &longaide dock other side ot DeRlqter. Bollbed. No hits. S~ 

after SIU1Set UDderw&7 with DeR'Vter aDC1 Jaft. Course appraxiaate:q 090. 

Feb. 26 - U'Dderwa7. Coarse chaDge to m. ReturDect to Souraba,a 0900. Anchored 

ia lltnaa. Bcabed. No bite. About 1600 entered B:mter, Perth, 

'llloomlter, Blectin aDd Jupiter. 1730 alonpide Dutch tenter tor t.l. 

.U.O BJ.eetra, Jupiter. Departed Souraba1a at Uoat 1930 in oo~~p&BT 

'lt'i'th above llhipe aid Ja-, DeRlQ'ter, Paul Jones, Edsall, :Ford, Bdwards, 

Dutch de&Ll'o1'8l'S W. D. Witte, Korte~ML118r. Course 090 ~ ~r, 

a.ter, Boution, Perth, J'aft. Datob destro;JW8 l8ad1Dg Allerican deatro,.rs 

br1DgiDg up the rear. 

:reb. 'r1 - UDderwq, couree changed to 'r!O about 0100. Search tor eDe117 force 

aontinu8d. Air deteDM about 1330, oDe plane reaab11J2g L)B began 

diw boab approach. Fired on b,r Houston. 'l'urDed and went ott. Return 

to SllrabQa. SablllariDe discovered ill entance llinetiel.ds. Identifi~ 

herselt aa .a.rican. Ordered to turn back to sea at 1430. 

J'eb. Z1 - ( oontimJed) Air deteue aoUDded. 'llrree ~ SOC 1 s o"farhead about 1615. 

••11.1 toroe sighted b7 ~· •H»g tor Boviean Islam. Str:lk1ng toroe 

to illteroept. PirA aal'ft» t1Nd .troa lb&ter 1630 at eDe117 battle line. 

Battle oonttm.d all dq aad night aDd ear:q 110rning ot --

J'eb. 28 - Bouton iD OOIIp8JIT ot Ptrrth, onl.7 sun1 'fOre ot All.ied Battle lJ.ne enroute 

to Bata'fia. Arri'Yed Bate.Tia about 1430, fueled. IDeJr.1 SOC's • Lt. ~ 

tollo1red cloae beh1Dd. Departed BataT.la tor UDkDown destination ~ 

SuDc1a straits about 2000. 2300 GeDeral. Quarters. Houston aDd Perth 

eDIIIPd b7 ...., aurtaoe cratt in or near SaDda strait. Perth 8llDk 

about 2345. 
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-.z.. 1- Oa or about 0040, wldl.e eapaed with IDMri~ nperior eD8IV' 

la'9al ta:rce, the u.s.s. HOUS%01 •• 8UDk b.r gunt:lre approxiatel7 

8 llilee B.IC. f4 Sa1Dt Biabolas Po!Jrt Light. 
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.. ·---.... .. 
cvr~ta.c-t 11ith tho Japa. cse ?lad been a bol:lbinr; at.L::c~~ in the rc:;.:n:l..x;g nit.'-1 nc dar::aGC -:o 

The Houc:·o:· was in readiness, "c:: .d: tio 1 II". 

Two of tlle FOtSTCJI::, planes r.ad •·en da:ruged du~ng !J:..~a~.risllS onbings, and one 

bad fail6d to rejoin the sl!i) after -the The an,y ~sr~ining 

sel'viC(~able plano r.ad bsen lsft lin Soeralx..ja tl:e eveLing bef~::" as a night action :;a::; 

ex:x:?cted. 

The striking force consisted o~ fice cruisers a.1·1d nine de::::tro~·ers as licf_,cd 'below: 

D~ r.t'"Y'.:.'L.H. 
(SOP Admiral Doort.an) 

Dutcl~ ligh-t. cruizcr 

light cru5 s~">r 

l:ght cr"iser 

Br:i.t:ish destroyer 

dectroyor 

7'"('('T11'T' r J 
-4-0.t.•-'---L ... , ~"' destroyer 

.Jute:. 

D teL -:lestroyer 

~m.srican de::::troyer 

A.J": .. eric<:!.n destroyer 

destroj-er ' 

-Ieee 1'!i th 

r!1ly about a dozen rot.mds v.-ere 

fired; no hits ··ere cbzerve , and tl:c plane t"...U'!:ec a'.-ra~· :·iith t:t :"ressing homo the 

e. tQcl:. :.:::cut 1 '15 C. t'. Y r<;pcrted 1;y rz.cl.ic a .::-n.?anc:::-e fcrce of crnisc:::-s, dest,:royers, 

en t_ran::;pcr-t.s, in tb. By tb.i s tine '17£ 
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-~-,;.;--~-iii--ii·r· ----------.---l·:'t-1lrniXf.i(;oo and !'ea ed north to intercept the enemy·. 

t about 153n ;e · ent to A. .• defence uhen thrAe plnncs rose ine cur soc ' s 

r.ere s:i g'btecl. ':'he ::;c p:!.1:n s .,.,.ere n t fire on, c.s hey di not c me w.:.tl in ro.n c. 

"'e . cnt to z nero. qt'L..r1·.erc at a ,.t 535 .... c::. t. .. c Fasts of soT"c shi:'S were 

hu:l cloun bc~ring about 020 cgrem; ro~ ..... ti ·: . . -0-~ . .::..' on 'ed 

.,'co J • J5C · ~· ,..c,· ~,_,o ,.:. 2~ '-,,~.J..,.. 
c;, \.1 ' ,.;.J.J...... l c,...f,.;\ v '.... - •• v ~ ...... 

1555 v·c ·'!cd fire c.~cl _,_ · e ... o:.:~.' 

coming in rc.1.ee a cad and ab~ut 2 poin·'·s on -t.hc stc.rbo:u-r bo··:. Our forr.e made a cclunn 

movencr!t to the left about 60 cgrees and the head of the colu'lm came under fire fr8rn 

two mo:.·o enemy ships 'bearint; about 30 dce,'I' cs to the riGht o_ t.1e light cruisers. These 

vtere apparently heaV'J cruisers and ·rere thout;ht to be of the ':'OPE clc:.ss. 

The ~:xEJ. • and !I()1JSl'O!. i::::mediatcl:· sriftc, tl-:.c:i.r fire to these nc'.7 to.r;::ets a.nd 

e:::.c. took one 
.,. smp. T c I:ousr ... : rJld . ' 

~re .. nly t ·o or three sc.lvos cfore th.:::; shif-t 

epp~rent y scored no hitc, . 

':'he v..:-Cning cur- rc.ngc en the Jo. .. :::-.n..-::e .. c.:v;; cruiser :uc o.b<'Ut 32,000 yds. The 

cou::-ses of t. e wo forces 1ere alrrost :pa.:-.::. lcJ. but cc-m•er~ing _::_ ~ c.:; 1 .tl~r. ':'he .'l.llied 

crui.:c_~!:' .!ere in r'olt· .n, d:L:::;tc.nce 6o 

• "h .1-l •• er. .., •• 

pos.:tio~; one or t .. o goirg <::2.c::.d of t.:c co:'.:u:-..n ~:;:d t:hc ct':crs c:::irg 2-stern. 

The Jupur.csc f~rc:::~ ~··er i- t!'.reo crou.:n;: t ro heaY. ~"t ·iser:: beo.r:lng c.bout CJ7C ry, 
YO light crttisc:-.:; · .. ith t!.:uir dc:::;trc:rers bc2.ring abc rt .30 R • 

.. t tl e g.:.nnhlg cf t~- - irine t c en ,t crnce .~-.,..'"'ted thci= .fire at tr-c :--~-fl ~r 

OUl' cchlf:'.r. C. :: the :: v,;::· _ _r 7/D.S no"' under fire fer 3.bout t}•e first f:iftcen mirn.,_tc::. 

The "· lied ccltt"'!l1 of 

to either 3ide of the fjri g ccurcs c.bot..t Pver;,' ten o'' .f~ftce rri.""l •tcs. 

+' " • ('' ''M•''" .,... ..... ..... -- -· ::..c 1 

ceo.sc f:i.ring •.• t -~:,:-:i:::; t~- c :::-.c 11:'..8 ::c--':-'i.::.:!.J~r obscurer' ,__~.;r 'nd h r mm smol:e, "" ch o.f 

• ... t~:i:::. tjc t~.:.-r' :...:..d ,,~,n r.n : its a~ra.rc. t on tl e .,......=TEP.. 1 s te.rget, so the 

l'..r' origiml 

olf 
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.................... COme b:::cl~ into line n.nd resumed fil'e; wb.ereupon tho !!OD::.er ..... :~ ::;_1if'ted bacl: to r.cr ovm 

target. The EOUST0!~ a. parently scored no hits r,n the "'""'S'l'.E.:t 1 s tu. ·get and .owr 

c.::.tablisred the • .itt~'1g r.::.nge on her orm tc.::-r;ct again. l...t about the tir-1,..,. that i'Te 

shift-ed targets; t!:c fl:riq; became very err::-:.ic in deflection. Spot. thouGht at firnt 

that h-1 s spots ~rere 1r.t "l:cir:g upiJlied, ··1, t t::~ s we.s not the C[l.SC. Plot tl:ought ·tbat 

ttey h&d a bu.d set- up and obteinccl a ne\'1' one. Dcf:.cction ''a~ ::till errutic and 

ccntrol was :.1:.:..:i . .:t.ed tc dircctc:::- II :::.nd spo-t U; b·1t dil'c-:!t· r II C':mld r.r-t, 0ea.r. C::ntrcl 

e lectriml ~e::..d 4-.o rlire:dcr I in t '1e for 

due to ~it;h s;>eod a.n.d 

I 

. contin1.1ous firing v:as a:?pc.rcntl:' tho c:.uso of e~c.tic de:'lection . 

· t about tlcc tin:o the EOUG?o:; s. iftc..rl.. fi:::-c hack to her "riei:nB.l target,. t:!:e 

EJ:-'':TER v:as hit by shell fiTe. At this time the EOD'S'::r'C!: h&d f~~e'i about 70 salvos. The 

EXETER was hit sorrew:bcre in the fireroc""s c.nd r-2-d ,-or speed reduced to about 12 or 

15 1mots. On hci..n.g ~!it she slcmed and turne : f't about 45 degrees, falling out of 

coJ.u.mn. To avoid tbe JCETER when she slr·,7ed and turned,q' the HC.lUS'!.'Ol~ turned loft 

about 90 degrees., The PERTI! passed astern of us and laid a smo1:e scrsen beh:ecn the 

t:XET:..tt and the eneey. At thin tircc t!1e J2.~Ja::e;;c 2.o.uncl~cd a dc::troyer a".:tacl:. ':'. e 

ap.t:a::.·ent2.;~ on ir! ::-ange but ff in d':'.:'le ction; then the tc.rgets ... ere cbrcured l;y 

:;.ttc.cl: the 

scene of actic:n fc::.~ .s.- ::::'a':'C. ja, !"'~~==-~~ n.b ut 15 ~mots, escorted ',;; n Dutch destroyer. 

the destJ:o:rer attLcl~ . 't e 
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on an ec.sterly course and o ene fhe n t"e t·o hecvy cruioers, now to port. About 

tl-is tirr.c the HOU..;TC!T was hit by a shell which 1it 9 11 inbo&rd at frc.ne 11~ on t 10 

port side "f the fcrP.c...,stle. It penetr< ted the forcco.st o oc , the :r.ain deck, the 

d d , ' mer e tl-Jrn-u::h t •.n !1 ...... r>:!.·1xa.r1 .side .:f t~c sl.i-:- o.b0:1t 3n belm7 the secon CCl: a.r.c.. e I e --~ - - -· -
~econd deck. ':i' •. o r.!-~eli did no 4v explode but _:xl.rtially br·J :c up before e!'!e,..ging. 

11 6", but t!:e :ole ::rol<61 +l:e _o:recc.ctle deck was about :3 11 in i~n<>ter. '::'he :ho2_e :.n 

t:~ side -r:a.s c.' cut 18" ::: 32 11 • The only ot.hcr darsgc i'ror.:. t''c enewy was fr:::r.:. a ncc.r 

miss, port side aft, at frc...n:e 115 ncar r..e water's edge. T.lis dished jYl tl:.-:: side 

scrG~7'1-.n t, reptured a lY' lld.o::d iv fuel oiJ ~:.:1nk C-9 and conto.m:inated tl~e oil · ri tL salt 

nater, flcrded D-l/.,t1, c.nd t.Tecl~ed so1::e machinery in the laundr.r. "le fire about 30 salvos 

(renge 18,000 to 20,000 yds.) during this phase and the action ended at d1.1s}:. Our 

or:iei• el target (heavy cruiser) was no longC>r retu.rni nb 'J.r fire, and she v1as burning 

badly, princi~1c ly rom t"ro turrets. Ho d::!.Dagc r1as ~rp:1rent to t!->..e otrer cruiser, 

alt..l}oug:. s::e i:: r_,elievcd to ·ave been under :fire 1'r0"'l 101ur lig~1t cruisers. 

o~:cr~1 :::. continuou:.ly, flying u:p and do'\'m 011r column in .... _;c ·unent;agcd siclt, 'levr:r c· .. ,_. ·t; 

... 1~--+ , . (, . • t . ' •• " cww1.1 one enem s.r.~:p J cr:. cnuser J '[..S suJll:: y .". l:tcd bonber:::: dlu·ing t.he 

acti n. :Jot' ;ng "lse is ~:no11n o:: -..Eie'l air n.ctivity .. ;one o: the l.llie-:1 cruisers 

launched pk.nes. 

: e ..llied force turned to the north l.cadca for ~ report d grr u;) of tr::mspcrts • 

•• x,.lt 2C~5 sighte tvro cruisers to port. Fired 10 or 12 star s1~ells at ra·irn.Uil 

rcnge 1"~ut r.ere s.~ort of the JXtrget. Fired one :::alvo fro. turret 2, r3-'1ge 15,000 yds., 

They ie:r-e very clo:;:e, h t n0 da::age done. TLis actHm lar+cd only n. fc., :inutes bc:'ore 

·· s ccrtim:ed to-:n.rds ~-7ecn ::::".and c-:m:.ng ver;," c:!..o:::e to it abcut 2lCC', c.t ·i.:!.c: 

tiw.e -:te J ~rA ~nd Ds . .lJ.'t;.:..;:{ er ~it a:)parent:y ,. tor_ erloes . ~or o.bout 20 minute:: o::- '2-lf 

an !lcPr 'le 112.d been il:'.•1,.1' m:.:t ... l off and on ;y ~ren. 

':' .• o J J?ITER •::::.n te~'!'"ld r-r' ::;svcral nile::> astern of us, :::ending 1essa:e 11A!i1 

':'orpedoed11 • T .. e fli..;,sl! C,:) ., d be seen frci'l the ::sus?ON. 



fttAsSIFIED 
ty tJ_l/1{) qr;;g l33 

Reproduced at the NaliOOal ArchiVes 

NARA Date 5-1-oz-< 
.• 

Orders from tho AdF~r~l ·yerc hat the cruizQrs should not st0p to ~ick u~ 

lmots, coh1:nn ~st ,..., 
' 

of sight. : said Lat T •p 
v ...... ... S" Yl 1· • 

end ~ .. ::.t 'aS 

a:· ji·r tL - c no r:oro enc .. / c 

" .. ,.., ~ Gon0r.:t l ~v_c_ tcrs at, c1:.~, and set 

c n:l:..ti0n II ·· 1 .... l.c 

<::o;-e rE"s mblecl P- /,(' 1 s , thcrs •·n·c +·r:i.n f oat S'S'!'..p1 nes. Ir ent · fica:bion 11c:.S not 

.L-o::::..tive but the? ·ere ')elievcd • -e friendly end no shots 1ere .:'ire ' • 

•• rrive off Batavia about 1200 and ( oc ed about 1.300. ,;~h:!.ftccl c..rin..miti0n from 

tttrret 3 forward. Commenced fueJ ing as soon as possi le (about 15CO). Consldc:r:::.ble <.le 1.:.. • 

wus experienced becc..uGe o~ d3.m:tge ashore .:rom ombings. ~·:eldo po.tch on the hole 

on:ard. l.o reiJairs iYG~e nccesso.ry c.f .• ' .1e Co.;rt::dn ' ent abo.::. - the ?:::R'l'H for a 

cc-:::lfc:::-enco while 1e ;1cre fue ing. 

Got , .derway about 930 in compo.ny nth ':I. T::. 

y CCUTf'C . Dl.rtc 

de .t -.·eye· ... --:"'l: .TS rT 1 sf!:. ·· 1 pc.::.-t . to s nn c..s coul cl 

Se ... , co ,dition II in (;he I r.~nnc 1, r: 

direct r, ~t cc: ..... ,;:; •n ci'ter d::.rec':c:- . Boat clocJ: gu.ns to he • ct::d f l' -· limin~ .:on 

' and r s • boxo:-~ C"ntain:::Jd r os 1 y ~J;;:.r s~ells. :J..ibhi.. deck re:.' ~r bb:rc s fi::!lcd with 

comm6n ~hel 1. Spec' about 2:::: 1~1Yts. 

::t.ar )' :.r-1 

(ab --t 

de_tro;rcr::; c: cc t; 

outh ~rc as 

n -~ 

' u1 .m rcc,...::: ..... s:. . [; !; .... 

' 
~t f 

E' 

~ ·' •• 

lr 

l) 

,. ... "'V", 

l' •. ," ..,.,.,0 T D.~lc~ • ···-re "!: or ned fL -

.. ,.-· , .· 
•..-u ....... v 

re!1,3es never :, :-1"'\0 :rdc. 

9 1C4i 

II 

,-

,rne 

:L7 
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'lit 1 sea cl lights ..from a ~in o.ttorj" s' if .... e to :· rector II --nc 

but creiT .z. ere ·was llndod hy qur c'.'7n Tr · e 1 ocal cont ·olJ i g turrets 

once ·t turning an trristi!"g at rl...,h p eel 

a' iftr~d back to Director I c.n'l Spot I . 

Fi:-s-:. naj or h.:.:, rccr.i ·:('•1 011 :.OUSTO' ~as a salvo in :::.£'kr rnt;.:.nc r ' ,::;'! --rhich 

1 • st stccJn 1 · ne s -- o.ll c. .ftc ·i1 .cd. or·· _ ...... ~...... 

.~1 4 fire r ons r!:cn : ressure clro_ pc~ to 17C s. :::.nd lost feed rrn:tcr. S·;:.c:l;J sct-.pecl 

UJ) 1 ginc om fil c .:'2 ro:::s '"'..:!.J.l • • J.f cr rr.· c :::h • ::; r<>)o.ir 

S~"cnre a "tcr engine "Oii ~tP:;.T' sto_ s • .s-L<:?a!!l force, 5 inch [."U'1S ~·~1 '.loat reel·:, - iroct,rr 

II and a_t dir 

res~Cl "'ire. Hit , ''l:.:ch. c ntinued to 

bvxn. Turret II r..i t by shel 1 , nh:i.ch did not e;:p od • , in -~"'~ce just qs pot1dcr 

>Tc.s e7pOSO' fer loa in~ 2 h S!?.lvo causing fire which cat.~..} t J)o\.tder trn.i..1 as far c.s 

I'07:der c~cle. Cent,·al st.:::.tion ordcre ~ t·;r ·ol;, >'C...G:lZi. :cs flo rlo.-1 whj_ch .. :m~.:; turret I 

o ~ of actic..n. :=e in turret. II ext.inguis'lr:: . Rer~' · v~· 2 (3?) +~":::.·. cdo '1its to 

str n.r· and one ·o p ort. One un_e • .''2. 1.111 1 :o nt .:'i:-0 

:,·U.s . , another elo7r oat fro cstro:-,re ,. , t.h:i :::-(1 ucl · e-v-e 

ion. :_s .. .,.. <;> :·om 

to 2, _OQ : s., inc:- --C~..l1[; :'i!'Z . . •. cr-don shi. • ... s::ecl . Bhel ~ s hit comJr ic~:~ion ( eck 

of 1 ·.fE' . Fin.2.l hit "::s < cl::-.-~.,..ed 

, v • ...:~.:.s P d:::..d l!ot c::. ~ ... d 

. . 1 .... C"':.J l" .. 

.,.. -. 

. ' 

Jh::i.ch c~used s!:.iT~ to ro 1 to 

:-:u.:li-: about 2C r · n .J.:.es e:. lisr. 

· c :7 r · ·~ ~n:7 • '17:o·•nd,..,cl ncn tc cc-t. in 
I , . cd ::_olJ s ~ 
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!BI1Q.ll!I8 ClltJISI OP !HI u.s.a. HotJS'fCJI 

lfOV. 21 - In Oavite lfa-.y Yard far OTerhaul. All repairs are being speeded up. We 

have been talrlDC aboard our capacity ot .tuel and UWJn1t1on. S-tarted atandi.Dg 

oondi tion watched on the mti-&ircraft battery • 
• 

HO'I • 28 - We have been 11arned that it we _.. attaobd it 11'111 be a aurpriH attack 

f'rca the air. 

BOV. 29 - <Jan Capt• and a!r oren wre ahc.n piotur•• ot ditterent aircraft~---­

told to study tMa. &,.A. or... sleep by their gun stations. 

BOV • SO - All Iavy Yard llell alll equi~&•t baw left the a hip with the exoeptioa 

ot ee gaac iD. the eqi.M reca. 

DBC. 1 -~ oa 30 aima"M• anioe. 

DBC. ' - Arriwd at Iloile OD tM illad ot pgq. 

DEO. 6 • Payday. Jla<W a libezotT with Heavey ad 1'1'1ml.. 

DEO. 6 - AJa ltandiDg cnrter larbor patrol watobas in K.L. 

DIO. 8 - General qartera at dqbreak. Th1a •rd wuxpaased OYV all oirouita. 

(Jbr the iDf'or-.tion ot all hands. A s1ate of ... _. exists between the U.S. 

aDi Japan. Japaa has bCIIlbed Pearl Harbor intlioting some daage). About 

s\ID8.to Adm. Glaaterd (Coa ·TAB& Pat) arri..-ed by P.B.Y. and the -ahip got 

adenray llbout OM hour f'rea Iloilo the oity and harbor were bombed. We 

.. re in the shad~ ot a liiDUiltain at the tU. ao 1111tre not aeea. 

DEC. 9 - Oollt.cted u.s.s. Boile aad two tour piper•• 

DBC. 10 - Piobd up OOJ1V01' ocmaiati.Dc ot Bollaad., Lacl•Y• Pecos am two 110re 

destroyers. o/ o S'outh. 

DBO. 12 - Uter cm8k aig~ed an ena17 oruiaer am a destroyer. Did not engage 

eMJQ' as it would h&Ye endangered wr OOJWOY• 

DBC. 1'- Croa.-4 eq-.tor. lfo oereaOilies. 

DBO. lf - ArriTed at Balildpapen, DYINth Boraeo refueled. 

DBC. 16 - Left B&likp&pen betore daybreak. o/oScnah. 

DEC. 11 - LeftoOD.TOy. Increaeed apeecl. 

DIX:. 18 - Arrived at Soerabaja., Java., retueled Cld prcwiaicmed ship. rrsuterred 

~lac to beach. 

DBO. 19 - A.A.. def'enae at 1100. A.A. aamed ill reoord tiae. Turned out to be 18 

ot our p laDes f'rOlll the P. I. 

DBO. 11 - u.tderway at 1400. 

DBO. 26 - Bolida;r dtzm.r, TefY coo4. lllrry l'au. 
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D'IC. 28 - ArriTed lbrt Darwin. refueled. 

D.C. $0 - 'O'Dclei *&If • 

JU. 1 - Holiday 4izmer. BapPf I• Year. 

JAN. 3 - u.s.a. P8naacol& arriTed w1 th oonv07 BloeatODteiD. 111. Holbrook 

(2 U.S.A.!.' a) and Chauaont. Pmeaool& left tar State a. 

JU. 5 - .A.n-1 Ted Danrin. 

JAB. 8 - Auohored. Reoeiri.ng prorieiona troa Chaumont and Bolland• Fueling trc:a 

barge. Fire in #1 K.L. Gold Star called away P. & R. party. 

JAN. 1 - ProriaioniDg ahip. 

JAll. 8 - On lookout tar miDature auba as sub net 1e being repaired. 

JAil. 10 - Underway with two destroyer•. 

JAN. 13 - Boarded a freighter (FilipiDo) o.x. 

JAW. 14 • Boarded a treipwr (Rueda) O.K. 

JAB. 18 -Appear to be eruid.ag aialeaall"• Crft is or)"1Bg tor aotion. 

JAlf. 16 - CruialD& Ill GW17 along tiaor Ooaat • 

JA.I. 17 - In ~.11. aighte4 a derellot. Bent deatro181" to inftatigate. Viotia 

appeared to be a Du.toh inter-bland steamer whioh had been torpedoed 

about 12 hours earlier. llo aurviTOra around ao lett in a hurry as it 

waa groring dark and .ub aight still be aroUDd. 

JA.B. 16 -Arrived at lebola Bay fueled on Port aide or 'frinit)r. Boiae on stbd aide 

' do 1Dg 11Dwi ... we ""'" 1Dtor.-d ,.. wre to tom a atrikiDg toroe tor a 

raid on Jlaoaaaar 8'tra1ta. !D P.M. ,.. were told ·the order• wre oamelled. 

All grcnrliDg tor a tight. Boise aDd three oana goi.Dg west. Houston and 

three cans eaat. 

JU. 20 -Arrived Thuradq Ialmd and met oon•oya Pre. Polk. Hawiian Planter am a 

Dutoman. Undltnay tor Darwin i.Dnltd1ately. 

JAlf. 11 - Happy bil"tbdtV Alice. 

JAll. 22 - Arrived outBid• ot Darwin. Du.tohman went in lllld Peoos took her plaoe. 

o/o lorth. 

JAil. 23 o- BapP.J' birthday llartha. 

JAN. 25 - A.A. deface about 1500. !urned out to be a Dutob Ji&Tal Patrol plana. lAte 

P.M. in Bali straits. 

JJJI. 28 - llntered Soerabaja where we 1-.rned that ~ raid. on llaoaaear Straita 
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(or .lfa .. aoer) as we laer oalled tha were very IIUocesstul. Spent day­

traaaterrin~ torpedoes tor destro,ers. 

JAJI. 21 - Jloored to dock. llade a liberty. 

JAN. 28 • Fueling and provisioning ship. 

JAB. 29 - Lett Soerabaja in law atternoon.' 

JAB. 30 - In cOIIlp&ny with tour destroy-era. 

FEB. 1 • Marblehead Uld aa. destroyers lett to attack a oOilToy in lfaoassar Straits 

planning to attack in the dead of night. The Houston and 2 cans lett about 

6 hrs. Later • planning on arriving at the South entrance ot the Staai ts 

about the time of attack to aot as a supporting toroe should the Jlarblehead 

run into too strcmg a toroe and be forced with withdraw. 

FEB. 2 - Houston. received a message that the attack had been called ott because ot 

the llricht JIOOJlligbt. Caatacted Jlarblehead about dawn & &DOhored Madura 

Straits attar clark. 

FBB. 3 - All last ni~ht aore ships wre arriviDg. !his moi'Ding the bay- held more 

sbipa than n had aND at one time ahce lMTiDg Purl Harbor. With ua 

were the Jlarblehead. 11 u.s. destroyers. the Dutch cruisers !reap ar 

De RQ1ter eel six Dutoh destro,.ra. 1fe learned we wre a striking torce 

to raid Jlacassar Straits again. At 1100 the deteotors picked up the sound 

ot plazaes. Some 10 am. later we sighted titty- pl&Des at 25G. Later they 

o ... bact cwr ua again and we learned that the docks at Soerabaja were 

bambed causing some damage. 

FEB. 4 - IAat night a Dutch ottioer came aboard. Lt. Vu Lear (Leur ?). to 

facilitate ooallnni cation. At 1000 ... wre attaobtd by- 27 •De~~¥ boabers 

South ot the langean Oroup. in the Flores Sea. Our torce broke up a: 

scattered· Being the bi"est target. the pl&Des made strai~ht tor the 

Bouton tlying in groupa ot nine in a very .tlat V tomation at l5G. The 

tirat 11ave oaaa in traa the port 'be... '!'he bGaba lauded on eaoh 1 ide ot 

t.be ship att and 'bbrelr water oYer ever)'thi.Dc• Second wave ouae troa Stbd. 

but dropped no boaba. The third "'" came in traa port and dropped thel. r 

loacl. We w.re .-king Jd.p speed and -..re in a hard turn when cme 'bcab 

hit the bot'toa ot the ship. wctil7. it diet not explode but apran,l a few 

plates. On this run I saw one plane peel ott and cirole dOWA with his 

starboard aotor attn. Baoh run •cl• on u wu separate and diatinot 



• 
aD4 all the 11hile w could see the pla.Des beiDg tbrc.n about by- the 

conous•iOD ot ~.A • .&. On 'tihe .tourth run Cllle etra7 bOIIlb hit pan 

yardarm anteDDU on the Mi mnas't. It 1NDt tbru the searchlight deok and 

entered the atter leg ot the tripod Mat. It made its exit tr0111 there a 
l 

toot above . the deck ot searchlight control and exploded ae it hit the •in 

deok between #3 turret. which wu trained out to port. ad the wubroom. 

The shrapnel pierced the turret in a hundred place• and eet tire 'to the 

powder in the gtm. cbaaber. The oretr on the electric deok. pOIIIder circle 

and shell deck am the crew ot turret S lees 2 men were all bumed to 

death. The tlape ot the powder train were closed and Kunke flooded the 

magadnea. All the atter repair party w.e also wiped out with the exception 

ot Bddy- & Collina •. -.r aotor launeh & #1 K. L. were blown 'to bits. One ot 

the repair p&r'h)r traillecl a hose inside the turret and shorted the tiring 

circuit oauaiDg the ·ceater gun to tire. !here waa no oou.tusion or ehoutinc• 

All was well organised.. Uter eur hit it was fl'f'e'r7 dog tor lWuelt and 11.0 

tooling. 1Je at&rted away aDd noticed the llarblehead wae going in circles. 

We ottered to help her but her Bkipper said he wu O.k. eo we headed tor 

Bali Straita. wckily there were quite a tfiW ~inatoru right on our 

course eo we ran trca oae 'to the other w:l. thout being attacked again. 

J'IB. 6 - Entered Plapjap (tjilaobap) Stared to build cot'tiu I volUil'teered 1;o help. 

We got all the a"f'&ilable lumber in tcnm. and worked troa lSOO to 0400. At 

0430 there wu an electrical tire in turret three which waa put right almost 

inaediately • ..Ul the dead wre lying on the stern ocwered with c&DTU and 

were beginning to aell. At night an a.rtq hospital train came and took all 

the wounded to hospl.tal. 

FIB. 6 • Barty thia lllOI"Ding trucks arrived to take our dead ehipm&te• from the •hip 

to their laat resting pboea. Ae they were carried over the gangway the 

bmd played the di~e while the atire crew etood at a.tte~ion. When they 

were all in the truck• the 'Wgle played tape and then acrred ott. At 1600 

'the Marblehead entered por-t &Dd went into a floating dryd.ock. They had -

two direct hit• killi:Dg thirteen while the Houston lost 48. !be lfar'blehead 

had one other hit• in the neering ngine roca and her rudder had ja-.ed 

hard to port. Arter the Houston lett her the lll&rblehead tied up to a 

destroyer att// and used her tor a rudder. Routon •tat1cmed a guard ot 

honor OYer the Jlarblehead dead who wre 17inc in a warehouse. 
)b3 
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aboard 600 rounda A.A. awwnn1tion. Adlliral Bart & General Wanll (O.inoattH) 

oaae aboard ud inapeoted our damage. WaYell (!) said w were aot "-ged 

bad enough to go to the State1 and we still bad 87 per ceDt ot her tir. ponre 

Houston burled Marblehead sailors w1 th t'ull m111 taey honors. 

FBB. 8 - DeRu;yter arri'ftd• lfarblehead to go to states ror repairs. Houaton underway. 

FEB. 11- Entered Darwin in late P.1l. and tied up to dook llhere we w.re recei'ri.D« fuel. 

FEB. 12- u.s. troops (1-'"rth & 1-'8 Field Artillery trca 1ruh1Dgton & Oregon) are being 

loaded on transports ft'identq we will CCJI1"TTY tha.. Lett at atneet with one 

destroyer • rour transports md two corvettes. The Perry took the screening 

positicm in tront and the ooryettes took the beaJu. 
. . 

FEB. l-'- Sighted an ene~~~T -' motored tqing boat. Jleasage waa sent to Danrin ror air 

support a b1t la'ter one P-40 arrived. We tired two rounds in the direction 

ot the~ and the P-40 'hrned and streaked away. !he bcaber decided to make 

a nm OD ua bat drepped hia load II> out 600 yards ho a the ship • d crashed 

in tt...ea oa the herisGD. 

PEB. u; .. Atter sUIU'iae si.gll'Md ~ tlying boat. He ata.yec! just in Bight aDd kept 

& 

tab on ua. Sue eDOUp at 1130 we sighted -'5 bollbers in the clouds. Part 

tlyiDg boat. ad part Mdiua boaberae 1l'e started tiring rip idly and drove 

baok wan atter wan. One ot the •ro!aDt..a lay a aolce soreen and oovered 

part ot the o01l'9'07• All 1ohia tiae we Wire twiatin& in and out of the OODTOJ' 

lib a IIO'tsber hen protec1dng her ohioka. !he &t:taok lasted -'6" min. and during 

that time we tired 900 ramda. All the cOD.Toy ia sate md we sustained DO 

duage. (We bad a Q.ll. on the USA'l' Meigs. He say a there waa just a aheet 

ot tlaaes oa the boat deok and flight deok tr• the 5 iDoh. 1'he Capt. ot the 

lleigs just stood on the lridge saying over and over. Look at that bastard go. 

I thoucht she • s lean us.) 

FBB. Jl- Rnersed oourse and headed back torcDarwin on receipt of orders. lfe had been 

FEB. 18- Entered Darwin fUeled & departed. 

PEB. 19- ReoeiTed word that Darrin was bcabed 'to hell & 1ohe des-troyer Perry almk. 

!hey were pl"OMbly lookiJl& tcr the Houstoa. 

PBB. 21- Arr1Tecl !lapjap. Fu.led & proviaiCDed ship. CB 'the ~ thru the ainetielda 

a P.B.Y. tlew uar UJd. dropped a dilptb oharge. We thought be had sighted a n}, 

but it turDecl out that be hacl a l toot hole in hia w1Dg so 'M oould not 7I.J 

J7 
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PD. 22· Departed 1'lapjap aacl hed.ed tor 1:he wnern ead ot Jan.. 

FIB. 23- BaPW birthday Dad. lllfnerecl Java Sea by 'ft:¥ ot S\.1Dd;ya Straits enroute to 

Solio~ja to joiD the striking force. 

FIB. 24- Bnterecl Soerabaja dur1Dg an air raid but the all-clear airea ... nt a tflfl 

ai111tea later. !iecl up to the dook and atarted to .tuel. In the. late P.Jl. 

the siren went again and we mauned the A.A. while the Dutoh cruiser astern 

ot ua &bill doned ahip and went to air raid shelters. There is a m.erobantman 

afire right aoroaa from ua. She was hit yesterday and heroargo ot rubber ia 

atire and the heavy black ourta1D ot Doke which ahe is sending up &iTel 

the enaq bomber• a sood chance to eatt.ate the aurtaoe wtn4. In the 

evening a Dutch II1D8 1-.yer caae and tried to aiak the .. rohant by ahelltire 

but it oould DOt be doM. 

PBB. 26- ..ur raid at 1106. Balllba landed on the beach about 600 yards trca u1 

deatro)'ing a house. UDderw.y at duak. 

PD. 28- Bntered port at daylight. Anohorecl midatrea. three air raida today. Bcaba 

De'Nr laded closer 'bD 100 yda troa ua. We ant happy to ... loa. to our 

force the H.JI.S. Blii'IR ( ot Orat Spee ta.e) and lDWl Perth. two EDglish 

destro,_n (Jupiter and Bleotra) • Undel"ft.7 at duak made an all-night Ill trol 
~ 

along the ooalt ot •dura 'Island. Jtothing aighted. GceraLquartere all 

night. Jt o aleep. ~ 

FEB. 27- Clouda yery lcnr this A.M. One el11J111' ballber at&rted to .ake a run on ua 'but 

waa 41'1~. ott by guntire • . Headed into Soerabaja. A.t 15!0 A..A.. detenae sounds 

Ship turned and beadecl bact into th!*ql\&Jlll8l a~dn. Adld.ral Doran (Dutch) 

in the De R~r sent out ~ -••sage "Prep&l'e >to- ... t . the eneay ~/o NNE o/a 

28 mota. 'lwo Dutoh deatr_oyera on the bon ot our toroe aotiDg as aoouts. 

!he •iD tore• waa tonaed in a amcle oolwm with the De Rlqt'-r in the lead. 

Bxeter. Bouton. h~. J&Ta and tlw deatro;y9ra em the tl.an1cs and astern. 

ODe ot ~·Dutch oaaa oaae Daok and reported the eDitlq to ..tbd. Our tormatio 

wwa.t to 1\111 speed (SS Jmot•)• A8 •oon aa the eD81RT wu sighted the De Ruyte 

chazl.ge oourae to · por~ about 46 degrees to parallel the oour•• ot the ·~ 

whose formation speed was &beNt SO biota. 'fhe ·~ Jl&in body ocmat.ted 

ot a heayY enaber • three light ondaers, lix destroyers &D4 three JDOre 

light oruiaera all in oolwm with another oolu.n ot three oruiaera on the 
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hz aide ot t._, then a lbae of 'trauporta •d aaothar U• ot 'thr" 

orubera. !he Houston had. the loap.t rap pu ao opnec1 fire ftrat a't 

21, 600 yd8. On our third aalvo w obtained a direct hit and on the tenth 

Rl.vo oar*- t:ar&et bunt into t'l•e•• (1'he Perth apotting otticer JD&de 

the atat.nt that our tirat target wu a battlelhip). !hie ahip waa aeen 

DO more after it buret into flames 10 we believe it wae sUDk. We llhifted 

targets to the seoond ship in column (cruiser) and atter a tew salvos it 

started to •oke all ewer as though the whole inside of the ship wu &tire. 

The sa>ke towered upward thousands of teet and she pulled out ot line. About 

this time we ran into a neat of eD8JIIIY subaarinea. On our stbd aide a Dutch 

des-troyer had been hi't square ... idahipa by a torpedo am bad lroken in 

halt with 'tm.e bow and. atern stioking cna ot tbt water. I recall a .n 

nand1 Dl on 'the stea wav..a u ,.. 118Jlt b)r and. a •n bau&1ng ODto the port 

acmnr. !baa 'both parb auk TerT quiokq. Horrible. <ae of the Li.Jiey 

deatro,.ra o•e &l"'UJld oar a'tiii'Jl and dropped ac:.e depth eharges and pieces 

ot a I'Ub t:t.w a llUildred. t'Mt in the air. The deatroyer MTer eTea paused 

but c•e up our atb4 aide ud right abea of u launched a torpedo which 

loobtd Ubt it wu beaded for our bow. About haltwa;y between 18 ud the 

destroyer another sub weDt aq high. That destroyer wu certainly efficient. 

Duriug this time the HOUSTCIJ had dodged six torpedoes and the EXETER had 

been hit by a 10-gun salvo att Dear the •ter line llhioh reduced her speed 

to twelve knot.. She waa_ ordered to retire trcm the aoeM and pick up 

' 

aurvivora. We laid a very hea.,. •oke acreen as corer tor the EXETER and the 

eneJ117 did likewise. W'e go't clear of 'the aubmarine trap as quick u we could. 

I wiah to •nti.on alao tbat when t:t. battle 1tarted the FBRTll ran up her 

battle flags on the tore md maia and they loobd tine. Our la"YY stopped 

ul1ng 'them a long 'b1..e aco. After l¢Dg the •oke 1creen we lost contact with 

tJ. ea-o-. Halt the A.j.. battery wu .. cured in order to aove •I!W!tm1tion 

trca turret a, which had been uselea1 sino• 'the bcab hit. to turret. 1 aDd 

2 wbioh M.d expended orer nine hundred rOUDde ot' •wun1tion. 1fe were 

danceroualy lCIIW' on a• &Ill 5• ·-•nition. M a re1ul't ot 'th11 day battle tM 

linera of the guna ot both turreta nre 1tiokin~ out beyond the .uulea 

approxiaately two inobele ~r force WU headed for BataTia &t 30 mota 

in lhallow water. • •re carrying a 1tern waTe about 1 tee't high and 



I 

(8) 

a4 atrei;ohinc out 100 yda. on either .S.dil. At UOO 1'lar" a'barWcl drippiDc 

onr OUI' battle line. !here appeared to be about aix or 1..,.11 tlarea tied 

top'bller Dd the t'lare paralleled oar oourae. 1'he,y lit aa 'they hit the water 

were widntl7 -.de ot oalciua. About thia tiM the De Ruyter, whioh waa 

just ahead ot' ua, aeeaed to explode Up torward. fhc t'ollowed t'our or t'iTe 

lmd exploaiona in rapid aucceaaion. lre kMw then 1:hat her .-guinea had 

exploded. Her whole t'oo'al.e waa ablaze aD4 we bad to -M'e very sharply 

else we would hlwe hit her. Right af'ter we rea'ID8d our oour!le there appeared 

d> out a dozen aplaahea on each aide ot ou:r tantail• Bach group ot aplaahea 

oonred a diameter · ot' 10 or 12 teet and we did not know 11' 1 t waa ahellt'ire or b<111bs. 

(It 1a atill a u.tter tor argumtGt) A.t alaoat the aame tiJIIe the JAVA, 

which wu aatern ot the PBR!B, waa &lao hit. I happened to be loold.Dg baoJr: 

at her at the exact tt..e lhe wu ahit aDd it a88DI8d aa th~ her whole 

t'oclale exploded• F~ea aDd debria could be aeen t'~ a hun~ t'eet in 

thl air. 'fhere t'ollow.d BeTeral exploai~ with each a. looJd.ng like 

tirnora on Jul7 ,ta. !beL the Perth aDd the HOOSroH were alone aa our 

destroyer a ba4 le.tt earlier tor au attack oa the trcaporta. The tlarea 

atopped dropping shortly attar thia attack. IDng about tbil tt..e w pa .. ed 

tlrouch olouda o1' ni-iDC aoldiera. 'lhey were blowi.Dg whistles md shouting 

at ua. 4 lot ot thea wre on lite ratta or debria aDd a hell ot a lot more 

•re j'aat m-ing aroUDd. We learned later that our ~era had attaok their 

tramporta. It wu then we realised we could not hope to stop the inTuion 

unleaa we had a lot ot' help. 1Je had alread;y lost the De RUY'l'BR, JAVA, JUPITER, 

KLBCTBA. and one Britiah deatroyer. 1'be EXB'fBR was aenrely duaged but we 

did not lose &117 AMrioan destroyera. G.Q. all night. 

FEB. !8- A.rriTed Batavia at noon and began t'ueli.Dc but oould not get near our 

capacity. lfo actirlty in the dock area at all except tor 16 light taDlca 

ooming out ot a shed near the quayaide. We wre ex:peotiDg cme ot our planea 

to return traa a reconnaiaance flight and ,.. saw what wae apparentl7 it 

but the PERTH opened f"ire. As the pl&DI sheered ot1' ..,. could aee the , rtd 

apota under her wl.zaga. They haTe a plane oopied exaotq troa our s.o.c. Our 

pla:ae retun:Led abou.t 16 aimltea later lNt lmded in 1oM aiddle ot the bay aDd 

taxied alODgaia to be pidted up. Oil taking stock ot our duaap -.ctound that 

there waa a ahell bole in the toc•ale. !be ahell did not explode and wnt all 

the~ dcrc and out ot the canteen atorerooa. We alao had a shell bole ?'3 
'fO 
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th.n1 the at.ra whim &180 t'ailed to explode. It paned thru a tuel oil taDk 

and tMn let't the ship. A.ide troa these 1nfo hits, whose damage was 

relatiTel.)r alight, we were in t'airly good sbl.pe • .Aa soon as we t'iniahec! 

fUeling waa got underway and cleared the harbor just aa the aunaet headed 

t'or Sunda Straits. The dope also came out that w were headed .(or the States 

tor reconditioning. C()lldition 3 was aet in the A.A.. battery as w were dead 

tired t'l-Olll lack of Bleep baTing been on the go tor about 72 hours • I wu 

ott watch aDd lleeping by rq gun station when the sound ot' gunfire woke me 

up. I m&mled the A.A. director and .fotmd that it was 2315 and that the 

PERTH had opened tire. It was impoaeible to tell how Dall1" ships 1Rtre there 

but we could tell that there -..re at least three l:eavy cruisers beside• the 

DU~~erwa .. aller or~t. The PmTH ..... atruolt by two or thr .. torpec!oea alld 

oaplised ad sank al..at ilaediatel,-. The HOUS!OB waa caught in t9 glare 

ot 'three aearohlighta a.d ner:r g1m 011. the ship which could bear on the 

lights- tried to put th• out. Bight inoh, t'iTe inoh, poa peas, 50-oal • 

.aohlDe guna and .so oal. all were t'iring at the lighta. Those guns which 

oould not bear picked other tragets ot whioh there were JIAIQ"• One destroyer waa seen 

to sink and Nlotller had the bridge blown ot't' by one on the port 1 ide, boat 

deck 5 inoh guna. No. -i pea-pea cut a torpedo boat almost in halt' atter which 

it exploded. Teh ... received either a torpedo or a salvo in our after engine 

roca which muat haft got the Jain ateaa li.De. The crew ot the eugine room 

ueTer had a chance but were killed illmediately. All power wu out now and 

liTe steUl was coming out ot' the two bo&t deck e:xhauata in a oloud t'ogging 

up the len••• in the at'ter director and cutting Tiaion down to a1. moat 

nothing. The atter A.A. .agaduea were t'looded, then a sMll hit the t'ace pla 

ot Bo. 2 turret and exploded in the gun clamber. '!he toi'W&rd eight inch 

magadma were t'looded to keep tire troa apreadac. lo. 1 pca-JH* sot a 

direoio hit ldlUug the entire crew • .Another torpedo hit us up forward •'*•La 

alae on the starboard aide. !he ship wu beginning to list to starboard, the 

lipta ,...e still on ua and the ·~ waa gettillg a bigger perce~ of 

hita. '!'here wu a tire tom by aiok bay. the ••U. camp.rt.ent wa.a at'i~, 

there was a t'ire d01m bJ the brig. There wu a big t'ire down in the t'orward 

paint lockar • and the Captain bad ben killed on the co..ud.cationa deok. He 

had run down troa the bridge to pt a look at No. 2 turret wbea it was hit 

. 70 
md reoebed shrapnel 'tft»unda in tbl back. !he word waa paaaed to alMD don 

Jf/ 
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aD4 I went to the -.in deok aft. While aaok there abeDdo:a ahip ., UD.Clecl oa 

the 'bugle blown b7 atattord troa the port aide ot the tllckt deok. Be wu 

nner seen again. I a&t dcn11 on the port wate~ • took oft rq tin hat 

and rq shoes md laid th• in 'tM waterway md checked the tie-ties on my 

lif'e jacket. Finding them olcay I dropped over the dde md. watched 7q 

ship slide ott into the night. It did not s..a right to leave the old girl 

af'ter all we had been through together. !he 8II8m.1 was still firing and the 

concussion ot the shells exploding in the water caused a yery paiDtul 

f'eeliDg of the stomaoh aDd intesti.Jws. We wre 17 :adJ. a troa the beach ao 

I pickBd out a lite raft whioh was about a quarter of a mile a~ and struck 

out tor it. Ken were .werywhere in the water ad ocoasiOD&lq a ory tor 

help waa heard. lre ftre tJ7i.Dg 'to pull 1olle ratt towards an bland as the 

tide threateaed to oarry ua into the_glare ot the searchlights aad line of 

1'1re. Atter I had bem on the r&tt for about two hours the JUB start.d. 'to 

get tired and were all restiDg.Dr. Burroughs was the only officer oa the 

ratt aDd 1M f'la·Uy re.tuaed to talat charge. So I ad Atterbury struok out 

tor iobe beach. •z Aua1d.n f'ollOIINd ua a bit later bu1o we De'Yel" saw hia nor 

was he eTer seen again. We .._. on and on am ftre constantly carried in 

ditterent direotiOJUI aa w hit first one current then another. A ftnr times 

we heard a plane flying round and ala o thought we heard •chine gun tire. Our 

aillwaa to get to JaTa and head tar BataTia aDd catch araother ship. At dawn 

we sighted about ten transports headed in our direction ao we naa with 

renewred Tigor. They passed real close to ua &114 we could see soldiers 

pointiJ3& at us a.d l&ughiq. We could also see that the broadside guns on 

the transports 'Wre just leDgths of' pipe aeoured to & big block of wood. lfe 

..,.. oa still hopiDg 1oo -.ke -the beach bef'ore they did. About an hour l.t er 

we were piob4 up by & la.ding boat tlyiDg the Genna oroaa. There was & 

soldier in the bow with a pistol pointed straight at-· (It loolatd like a 

c&DD.Oil} I put 7q hmda abow 'ay head and told Atterbury to do libwiae. '!'he 

bo&t atopped. alongaide us and I tried to pull Jqaelt up but f'ound that I waa 

ezhauated which surprised .. because up to that tiM I still felt strong. 

Uter getting into the boat the a4ltier gaft •• a cigarette. a light and a 

canteen ot hot te'a. Upon taking stock ot 1111"••lf I found I had passed thru an 

oil slick sOJI8 time during tu night am was covered trca head to foot with 

oil. Jq eyes o.._enoed burning and I could find no relief. After we had I' .3 
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picked up a tew aore .a the boa:t; headed tor the beach &lid put ua ~t. We 

then found wall wre a groap ot &mae ao cr 56 .en troa the HOUS'fOll. We 

were told to 8i t d01m and were each given another cigarette and 1ntre asked 

queationa about the Dip, anaament aad deatiDation. Uter this we were 

searched during which ti.Jae I lost my oDI.eo ring. We could see one large 

ship, one large aircraft carrier badq burraed and lying on its aide, tour 

transports ed cme d.eatroyer. Bvidently an attempt had been made to beach 

tb•• •idently we ftre not the only ones to sutter loa•••· Rye drops a.tter 

nine hours. 

March 1 - About 96 ot ua W)rked all day unloading landing barges tull ot aupplies. 

March 2 - Wit.lted 20 ailea to Ser&Jl&• 56 aen to a 20-..n oell in Seraug pri80n. 

lfarch 21 -ccadr Jlaber 1 the senior officer .here, tolcl ua todq that all men eligible 

tor adn.noaeZJt in ratiDg with courses iD their recorda would be actn.nced 

in rating aa ot lfarch 1st on our retum to the statea. 

Jlaroh 29 -All the aen in our cell were transferred to t:t. theater today. 

April 2- DGWD w1 th <Vaenter7 eight days. 

Ait"il 15- liDTed to Bicycle Camp, Batavia. The •n hom the priaon were DIDV'ed yesterday. 

April 18- At'ter a oheok ot knoe. 8urTiTor8 we find we lad 8CIII8 six hundred and f'itty 

oft •n mi81iDC• 356 surrivora with Jfaher (etc.) 

llay 1._ The 51st Field Artillery tram Texas JaDYed in today tour hundred stra1g. 

On the aca-ning of' January 12th we spotted a sub on the sur1'aoe and m.oTed in 

tor the attack with one ot our destroyers (the other destroyer was tracld.Ds 

another sub eight or ten ailes astern) The sub aubmrged and the HOUBTOH 

ordered the destroJ'Itr not to drop any depth charges ...... the HlR'lH ...... auppo ae 

to be in that Tioinity. We catapulted a plane and the pilot stated that he sa: 

where a ali;) recently bad been but did not drop &D7 bombs. These later tumed 

out to be eneJQ" subs ao that aq be listed aa our second oontact with the 

enemy. About 2130 while on a westerly oourse we passed thru crowds of' 

nimming men. The ELBC'l'RA was sell"' baok to rescue them about 2145. The 

JUPITER which was astern of' the column sent a mag. "Torped,. af'ter which she 

exploded and burst into .flames. About 2330 the quartermaster on the wheel 

reported that it wu getting veey bard to steer. The .f'athameter was out in 

and indica. ted .f'atbou. It turued out that the bottca of' the rudder ...... 

draggi»c on tha bottaa. 9 1041 



~dASSIFIED 
[ty hlllO qr;g l33 
_NARA Date5-1-o& 

Reproduced at the National Archives 

About a> miles eaat at Toppers Point li~ht a group ot llhips was Bighted. 

'lhe F!R'lH went into a sort of' figure 8 and slowed down. to about 16 knots 

and we slowed and kapt pod tion. Not very long after the action started a 

salvo of' shells went thru our atter engine room killiDg the whole orew and 

putting two engines out of' o<XIIJllission. 'rhe enelJI7 had ., me ships down clo1e 

to the island of' Java but the onq time W8 could looate tbem was when they 

fired their salvos. Destroyers came in on both sides and the pCIIl-pams swept 

their decks. The eD&my then illUDlinated the HOUSTON with searchlights and it 

was then that the climax of' the battle waa reached. The PERTH was sinking 

bmr first. stern up high. Turret 2 was hit and control shitted to 2nd conn. 

Inneoeesary pers<ml81 wre getting lif'e ratts ready. Magazines of 1 · and 2 

turret• were flooded. Word was passed to man stations and the Captain was 

going to try to run the 1hip agrouad on a nall island close by. '!'he lh ip 

had almost loat Yrilf and all engines were stopped. the destroyers came in and 

put a torpedo in the starboard bow. Abandon ship on the bugle. Atter three 

· more torpedoes and aome shelling the ship listed heavily to starboard and 

• went down down first. So passed the HOUSTON The old Navy tradition ot "Go 

down fighting" was upheld by both ship and crew. 

THE CRUISI OF THE FLAGSHIP HOUST<JI 

All thru the Y'J&rS ahead of' us • we' 11 give a thought or two to the fighting lb ip 

we battled on and her fighting crew. Jraybe at conventions or talJd.ng with old friends 

we' 11 reo all her reoord from "the start • to lllhe re her story ends • 

She had a suiticlal wdssion. convoying without; support. with three eight-inch 

ga.n! turrets her -.in and last resort. 

2/ She sped to Darwin .f'raa Jfanila with all speed she oould boast. a prelude to 

her nicm.me. the famous "Galloping Ghoatf. She first mt the gods of war there on the 

Sea ot Florea. When 33 planes appeared majestioall7 before us we were patrolling with 

the Marblehead. All was serene that day whc the oall to "quarters" sounded. aeaning 

trouble 011 the way. 

3/ fhose silver specks against the blue looked harmless up so high; 

But the gates of Hell were opening and Death wu standing ,.. 

The Marblehead and · our destroyers were scattering at tull pace 

To esoape those lhrap:ael-laden bombs that aoon 110uld tall fr011 spaoe. 
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A:t our 1'iTe•1Doh guu w Waited teiUiely 1'or our oapt;a:Sn'a 1'irat oo--.n~­

The signal to OOIIJD8nce firing Wtlf'T ahell we had on hand. 

4./ !hey roared toward us in groups ot nine, 

Intent upon their prey 

And the Houston like a lnmt;ed thing raced 

Jladly through the 8pray 

Our Lord stood by the Captain and helped 

Him with the Wheel 

And though the plaaea paaaed overhead we 

Felt no piercing steel 

One place, tha. two, .- twidiDC down-

Viat;t. o1' our 1'ire 

While the reat oua nrgin& Mot again 

lieTage their oDe de a in 

&/ 'fr7iDg to get tr• underDtath,. ._ 

ear .. Ded wildly 1D a turn 

ADd watched WS.th trepidation the bombs 

Burst ott ~ s-tern. 

Then ca. a shuddering exploBion u a 

lliuile exacted ita tollJ 

And in our lllllOO'th, grwy deck appeared 

A gaping hoa. 
-

'l'he shrapnel ala ttered turret three • aetting 

Powder bac• at1a•• 

ADd oried o1' ~ seared our saul-

Cries o1' llliaery ad paiD. 


