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PREFACE

Preceding volumes in this series have traced the immortal
record of the R.C.A.F. overseas from February 1940 to the end of
August 1944. This third volume deals with the final surge for-
ward by the Allies to the complete collapse and final surrender
of the Nazis in May 1945, followed three months later by the
capitulation of their Japanese partners. It completes the story of
the operational activities of the R.C.A.F. squadrons overseas in
the great war against totalitarianism.

The three volumes have traced the growth of the R.C.A.F.
overseas from the small contingent of 1940 to the powerful,
well-balanced force it had become by the close of the conflict—
the fourth largest air force fighting in the Allied cause. The vol-
umes have presented the record of this force in the British Isles,
North Africa, Sicily, Italy, France, Belgium, Holland, Germany,
Ceylon, Burma and Iceland, and over the broad waters of the
Indian and Atlantic Oceans. They have told the story of what our
squadrons accomplished in all kinds of climate, all kinds of
weather and under a variety of conditions of hardship. They
make no pretense of covering the almost superhuman efforts of
the heroic ground crew who made these achievements possible,
nor do they attempt to deal with the deeds of those many thou-
sands of Canadians who, either as members of the R.C.A.F. or as
officers and airmen of the R.A.F., fought and bled in every part
of the world to which the war in the air was carried. Their pages
do not record the work of that gallant band of women, the W.D.s,
some of whom also gave their lives for their country, and all of
whom lived and worked under the same conditions as their
brothers-in-arms wherever they were.



vi THE R.C.A.F. OVERSEAS

The three volumes were not planned as, nor do they profess
to be, a history of the R.C.A.F. The plan of the work did not em-
brace the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan, the essential
foundation for victory in the air; it did not include the activities
of the operational commands of the R.C.A.F. at home which, if
less wellknown than those of the units overseas, were neverthe-
less important in safeguarding our shores and protecting our
shipping routes. The first volumes were written while the war
was still in progress and, in consequence, were limited in discus-
sion of tactics or strategy. Little cognizance has been taken of
German or Italian records which are only now becoming avail-
able and without which a truly historical account cannot be pre-
sented.

While the end of the war brought a considerable relaxation
of security controls it has been deemed advisable, for the sake of
uniformity, to continue the use of squadron nicknames. In some
instances, especially where no nickname exists, squadron num-
bers have been used in this volume. To aid in the identification
of units a list of nicknames with squadron numbers has been in-
cluded.

As in previous volumes a roll of honour has been appended,
together with a list of orders, decorations and medals bestowed
on R.C.AF. personnel and on those members of other Air Forces
who served with R.C.A.F. squadrons.

Ranks and decorations mentioned in the text are those held
at the time of the incident described, and do not include subse-
quent promotions or awards.

All photographs are taken from the R.A.F. and R.C.A.F. and
are in every instance Crown Copyright. Ranks given in the cap-
tions are, as a rule, those held on August 31st, 1945, or, in the
case of deceased personnel, those shown on the day of their
death.

The Historical Section of the R.C.A.F. wishes to express its
appreciation for the help received from those many officers and
men who compiled and kept so faithfully the records upon which
these three volumes have been founded. Grateful acknowledge-
ment is also made to those who participated in the events de-
scribed in this volume and who generously reviewed the manu-
script and made many valuable suggestions.



FOREWORD

The R.C.A.F. Overseas: ‘The First Four Years narrated
the activities of the operational squadrons of the Royal Ca-
nadian Air Force overseas from February, 1940, to the end
of August, 1943. The second volume, The R.C.A.F. Over-
seas: The Fifth Year, carried the story through to Septem-
ber, 1944. Now this, the third and last volume, presents the
record of what our men did in bringing the conflict to its
triumphal conclusion. It'is based on the diaries maintained
by every fighting unit, but it differs slightly from the other
volumes in that some of the controls, exercised for security
reasons, have now been relaxed. With the others it forms a
trilogy that tells in simple language what was accomplished
so heroically by Canadian airmen in almost every part of
the world. The deeds of these men rank with those of their
fathers who pioneered in Canadian military and naval avia-
tion in the First World War. They are deeds of which Can-
ada can be proud, unsurpassed as they are in the annals of
any country in a cause that could not have been better.
They are at once a consolation to the bereaved, an inspira-
tion to our youth, and an incentive to all of us to be worthy
of the sacrifices that were made. But for them our Canadian
way of life would undoubtedly have perished and civiliza-
tion would have rotted and decayed under a universal dicta-
torship.

It has not been possible to give the name of every air-
man who took part in the epic destruction of Nazism and it

vil
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is undoubtedly true that many deeds of great valour will
never be known. Let those here described be taken as a
measure for the rest and may the sacrifices made in the
cause of Canadian freedom never be forgotten.

BROOKE CLAXTON
Ottawa,
May, 1948.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

S the sixth year of the war in Europe opened, the
Atide of war had turned strongly in favour of the Al-

lies and the forces of Nazism were slowly ebbing
away. In the east the Russians had just crossed the German
border and within a month the Western Allies were to in-
vade the Reich also. To the south, the city of Marseilles had
been captured and the Gothic line was crumbling under the
hammer blows of the armies in Italy. The enemy was reel-
ing but he was not yet knocked out.

The unqualified success of these operations, which
made the defeat of Germany only a matter of time, permit-
ted a reduction of ,the great air training establishment
which had been built up in Canada. Already, by September,
1944, it was clear that requirements to meet future com-
mitments were less than had been anticipated. In November
the Minister of National Defence for Air was able to an-
nounce that Canada had sufficient aircrew on hand to man
and support its own squadrons both at home and abroad
“for a war of the same intensity as the present war with
Germany and for a period as long as this war has lasted.”
Earlier in the year a gradual reduction had been started in
the intake of pupils for the British Commonwealth Air
Training Plan; the closing down of schools was accelerated
through the winter of 1944-5, and the Plan was finally ter-

3
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minated on March 31st, 1945.

During the five years of its operation the B.C.A.T.P.
had graduated 131,553 members of aircrew, of whom 55.4
per cent were members of the R.C.A.F., 32 per cent per-
sonnel of the R.A.F., 7.3 per cent of the R.A.A.F., and 5.3
per cent of the R.N.Z.A.F. It had trained pilots, navigators,
air bombers, wireless operator-air gunners, air gunners and
flight engineers. Among its graduates were pilots and air.
gunners who wore the insignia of the Fleet Air Arm of the
Royal Navy, and aircrew whose uniforms or shoulder
badges represented many of the nations that had fallen un-
der the Nazi yoke and were now being liberated—
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Norway, the Netherlands, Bel-
gium and France. Canada’s share of the cost of the Plan in
money has been estimated at $1,589,954,609.94. While the
value of the B.C.A.T.P. had been called in question in the
dark days of June 19.40, when it had been thought desirable
to send every aircrew and aircraft to Britain for defence,
wiser counsels had prevailed and the Plan had proved its
worth in the growing tempo of the bomber attacks on Ger-
man and German-held targets, in the air supremacy
achieved by the fighter pilots, and in the effectiveness of
the anti-submarine war.

In addition to its onerous and most important duty of
administering and operating the B.C.A.T.P., the R.C.A.F.
had built up two powerful forces of operational squadrons
at home and overseas and, further, had contributed many
thousands of air and ground crew for service with units of
the R.A.F. The home-based units played an important part
in the Battle of the Atlantic, flew defensive patrols off the
Pacific coast, and shared in the operations in Alaska and
the Aleutians. Overseas, R.C.A.F. squadrons, totalling 48 at
the end of the war', played their part with Bomber, Fighter,

! This figure includes one squadron, No. 162, which operated over-
seas with Coastal Command, while remaining under the administrative
control of Eastern Air Command of the R.C.A.F.
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as: Nos. 405 and 408 Heavy Bomber Squadrons, No. 6

Group Headquarters, Nos. 419, 420, 424 and 425 Heavy Bomber Squadrons, No. 62 Base,

Nos. 420, 427, 428, 420, 415, 431, 432, 433 and 434 Heavy Bomber Squadrons, Nos. 4353,
436 and 437 Transport Squadrons.




Babces or THE R.CAF, Overseas: Nos. 401 and 411 TFighter Squadrons, No. 120

(Fighter) Wing, No. 412 Fighter Squadron, No. g00 Fighter Reconnaigsance Squadron,

Nos. 403, 416, 421, 441 and 443 Fighter Squadrons, Nos. 406, 409 and 410 Night Fighter

Squadrons, No. 438 Fighter Bomber Squadron, No. 417 Fighter Squadron, Nos. 404, 407,
413, 422 and 423 Coastal Squadrons.




INTRODUCTION 5

Coastal and Transport Commands from the North Atlantic
to the Indian Ocean and the jungles of Burma. It is the story
of these 48 squadrons in the last year of the conflict that is
told in this volume.

The R.C.A.F. Overseas, commanded in the. sixth year
of the war first by Air Marshal L. S. Breadner, C.B.,
D.S.C., and then by Air Marshal G. 0. Johnson, C.B., M.C.,
was under the operational control of the R.A.F. Fourteen
heavy bomber squadrons, comprising No. 6 (R.C.A.F.)
Group, and one squadron operating with the Pathfinder
Force were the R.C.A.F.’s contribution to Bomber Com-
mand. In Second Tactual Air Force R.C.A.F. units com-
prised half of No. 83 Group that operated on the continent
in support of the British Second Army. There were nine
day fighter squadrons organized in two wings, three fighter
bomber squadrons constituting a third wing, and three
fighter reconnaissance squadrons in a fourth wing. Another
day fighter squadron remained in England, mostly in a de-
fensive capacity, as part of Fighter Command. In addition,
three night fighter squadrons carried out defensive patrols,
from British or continental bases, against enemy night raid-
ers and flying bombs. One intruder squadron patrolled en-
emy airfields and worked in cooperation with Bomber
Command. This unit became a close support squadron in
the winter of 1944 and its intruder duties were taken over
by one of the night fighter squadrons. A transport squadron
based in Great Britain carried supplies of all kinds to troops
on the continent and also played a part in the great airborne
operations at Arnhem and Wesel. Less well-known, be-
cause their career was brief, were three Air Observation
Post squadrons formed only in the last months of the war.
Commanded by Canadian Army officers and using Army
pilots, though administered and maintained by R.C.A.F.
ground personnel, these units were created to meet the
needs of the Army in the field.

Of the six Coastal squadrons one, having completed its
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work in Ceylon, returned to England early in 1945 An-
other, based in Iceland, patrolled the North Atlantic ship-
ping lanes, while two more guarded the Northwestern and
Southwestern Approaches. A fifth kept watch over the Eng-
lish Channel and the Irish Sea, and the sixth ranged the
Norwegian fjords in search of enemy shipping.

In the Mediterranean and Far Eastern theatres, respec-
tively, the R.C.A.F. had a day fighter squadron serving with
the Desert Air Force in Italy, and two transport squadrons
on the Burma front.

Operations in Europe ceased at midnight on May 8th,
1945, with the unconditional surrender of all the Nazi
forces. Before V-E Day consideration had been given to the
dispatch of some R.C.A.F. squadrons to the Pacific theatre
and to the maintenance of others with the British Air Forces
of Occupation for policing Germany. In accordance with
these plans No. 6 Group Headquarters and eight heavy
bomber squadrons returned to Canada, in June and July
1945, for refitting and training. The eight squadrons were
to be equipped with the newest type aircraft, the Lincoln
four-engined bomber, which was capable of taking on a
heavier load of bombs and carrying them farther than had
been possible with its predecessor, the Lancaster. Three
transport squadrons were to be included., too, in this “Tiger
Force” to ferry troops and supplies wherever they were
needed in the widely dispersed Pacific theatre of opera-
tions. The sudden and dramatic end of the Japanese war,
however, forestalled the dispatch of “Tiger Force” to the
Far East.

In Europe two of the remaining bomber squadrons were
disbanded immediately after V-E day; four were transferred
to No. 1 Group as part of the R.A.F.’s striking force, and
the remaining bomber unit was equipped with Liberators
and transferred to Transport Command. The bomber squad-
rons in the striking force were employed on bomb disposal,
training, and carrying Army personnel to and from the Con-
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tinent. The two transport squadrons, which had been oper-
ating in the Burmese theatre during the last months of the
war, returned to Britain in the late summer of 1945 and
joined with the third R.C.A.F. Dakota squadron in ferrying
freight, mail and personnel to and from widely scattered
bases in Europe.

In addition to the four bomber and four transport squad-
rons which were retained overseas, the R.C.A.F. contrib-
uted to the Army of Occupation a fighter wing of four
squadrons and an A.O.P. unit. The fighter reconnaissance
and fighter bomber wings were disbanded in August 1945.
The other units in 2nd T.A.F. and Fighter Command, as
well as all R.C.A.F. squadrons in Coastal Command, had
ceased existence by October 31st of that year.

As conditions in Europe became more settled R.C.A.F.
commitments overseas were gradually reduced. In October
two bomber squadrons were disbanded, followed by a
transport unit in December, and another transport squadron
and the four squadrons of the fighter wing in March 1946.
Three months later the last units, the A.O.P., two bomber
and two transport squadrons, had been closed down.

Long before V-E and V-J Days the R.C.A.F. had grap-
pled with the difficult problem of demobilization. The
Force reached its peak strength in January 1944 when there
were 215,200 men and women under arms. The trend of the
war had made some contraction possible before the end of
hostilities and on May 31st, 1945, the strength of the
R.C.A.F. was 164,846 officers and other ranks, including
11,329 members of the Women’s Division. The release of
personnel was then accelerated, rising to a peak of almost
34,000 in October. By the end of March 1946 the strength
of the Force had been reduced to 31,336 of whom 3165
were W.D.s. At the end of the year the last members of the
Women’s Division were released, and the Force had con-
tracted to 18,843 officers and other ranks, of whom only
189 were still overseas at Headquarters in London or at-
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tached to R.A.F. units.

To bridge the gap between the huge war establishment
and the setting-up of a permanent peace-time force, provi-
sion was made to retain some personnel, over and above
those in the Regular Force, for an “interim period” which
terminated on September 30th, 1947. This allowed time for
careful consideration of plans .for the postwar R.C.A.F. and
tided the Force over the period in which releases were be-
ing effected.

The peace-time R.C.A.F. will consist of a Regular
Force with an authorised maximum establishment of
16,100 officers and men, an Auxiliary of 4,500 and a Re-
serve of 10,000. The Regular Force will constitute a highly
trained nucleus around which the R.C.A.F. can be ex-
panded in time of national emergency, while the Auxiliary
will provide a reserve of fully organized, manned and
equipped units which can be mobilized quickly into a tacti-
cal air component for operations in conjunction with the
Canadian Army, in the same way that R.C.A.F. wings
formed a part of the 2nd Tactical Air Force during the war
in Europe.

In the squadrons of the Regular and Auxiliary Air
Forces the numbers and war-time associations of R.C.A.F.
overseas squadrons will be perpetuated. The chapters which
follow set forth some of the traditions of high achievement
and devotion to duty which these peace-time squadrons in-
herit.



CHAPTER II

NO. 6 BOMBER GROUP (AUTUMN 1944)

September 1944

‘ x ’ HEN the sixth year of the war began No. 6
(R.C.AF.) Group of Bomber Command had
grown to fourteen squadrons, all equipped with

Halifax or Lancaster heavy bombers. Group Headquarters,
under A/V/M C. M. McEwen, C.B., M.C., D.F.C., was lo-
cated at Allerton Park, near Knaresborough in Yorkshire.
The squadrons were grouped in pairs on stations which
were administered from three bases at Linton-onOuse,
Leeming and Middleton St. George. Under No. 62 Base
(A/C J. L. Hurley) there were six Halifax squadrons, Nos.
408 (Goose) and 426 (Thunderbird) at Linton, Nos. 420
(Snowy Owl) and 425 (Alouette) at Tholthorpe, and Nos.
415 (Swordfish) and 432 (Leaside) at Eastmoor. Four more
Halifax squadrons were in No. 63 Base (A/C J. G. Bryans,
who was succeeded in January 1945 by A/C F. R. Miller);
Nos. 427 (Lion) and 429 (Bison) were at Leeming, and
Nos. 424 (Tiger) and 433 (Porcupine) at Skipton-on-Swale.
No. 64 Base (A/C R. E. McBurney, who was followed in
December by G/C R. S. Turnbull, D.F.C.; A.F.C., D.F.M,,
who a month later handed over to A/C C. R. Dunlap,
C.B.E.) had two Lancaster squadrons, Nos. 419 (Moose)
and 428 (Ghost) at Middleton St. George, and two Halifax

9
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units, Nos. 431 (Iroquois) and 434 (Bluenose) at Croft.
When the Group was operating at maximum strength it was
capable of putting over 280 four-engined bombers into the
air. Another R.C.A.F. heavy bomber squadron, No. 405
(Vancouver), was stationed at Gransden Lodge as a unit in,
the famed No. 8 (Pathfinder) finder) Group. Its Lancasters
frequently helped to mark the target for No. 6 Group’s
heavies flying with the main bomber force.

As a whole, September 1944 was only a moderately
busy month for the R.C.A.F. Bomber Group. But two fea-
tures made the month’s operations noteworthy. . First was
the fact that late in September the Group, in common with
the others, in Bomber Command, was in some measure re-
leased from its tactical role in support of the army in West-
ern Europe. Once again the heavy bombers were able to
return to their strategical campaign against the industrial
centres of the Reich which had been interrupted in the
spring of that year, although they were still frequently
called upon to attack tactical targets. Second was the pre-
ponderance of daylight operations. In the first period of the
Group’s existence (January 1943 to March 1944) the black-
painted Lancs and Rallies had made their attacks under
cover of darkness. There were some exceptions when they
ventured forth by day, but their normal habitat was the
night sky. Now, for a time, night raids were the exception
rather than the rule. September’s daylight effort was highly
successful and was accomplished with a remarkably low
ratio of loss to the Canadian Group. Six aircraft were for
record purposes shown as missing, but of this number three
complete crews were saved when their kites ditched in the
North Sea. In each of these three cases the crew was
sighted and rescue effected by our own search aircraft. The
loss in personnel, therefore, was only three crews or one
tenth of one percent. This was probably due in large meas-
ure to the fact that no fighter opposition was offered during
these operations. Significant too was the steady improve-
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ment registered by all branches in the Group which reached
its acme in a record-breaking performance on the morning
of the 27th when 285 aircraft were detailed for two mis-
sions and all took off.

Out of twenty raids undertaken by major R.C.A.F.
forces in September nineteen were by day, the only excep-
tion being a night attack on Kiel in the middle of the
month. Eleven raids were against tactical targets. Of the
remaining nine, six were directed against synthetic oil
plants and three against other strategic objectives. In addi-
tion to these forays in which large numbers of R.C.A.F. air-
craft took part, small R.C.A.F. Pathfinder forces accompa-
nied R.A.F. formations attacking a rocket storage depot at
La Pourchinte on the 1st, Le Havre on the 5th, 6th and 8th,
Frankfurt on the night of the 12th, Nordstern the following
evening, Biggekerke on the 17th, Cap Gris Nez on the 26th
and Bottrop on the 30th. Four Vancouver Pathfinders were
lost, but the crew of one was safe.

Minelaying operations were also undertaken by the
R.C.A.F. Group on three nights during the month.

The Group’s activities opened on the 3rd with attacks
on six aerodromes in Holland by nearly 650 aircraft, of
which 100 were Canadian Halifaxes. Gilze-Rijen, Eindho-
ven, Venlo, Soesterberg, Deelen and Volkel were the spe-
cific airfields which were to be neutralized inpreparation
for the great airborne operation a fortnight later. Volkel, the
objective assigned to No. 6 Group and a few Pathfinders,
lay under 3/10ths cloud which did not interfere with visual
identification by most crews. Those who could not pinpoint
utilized the target ‘indicators and the running commentary
of the Master Bomber to good effect. When the bombers
withdrew, all the runways were well plastered, many ad-
joining buildings hit and two ammunition dumps had ex-
ploded. The only defence offered was some light and heavy
flak in the target area and along the route. No enemy air-
craft were able to get airborne to protect their base.



12 THE R.C.A.F. OVERSEAS

In this attack the R.C.A.F. achieved almost machine-
like precision with over 800 bombs dropped in the centre of
the airfield. Of these, 50 were bang on one runway and 35
on the other, rendering them both unserviceable. Tarmac in
all dispersal areas and on the taxi strips was seriously dam-
aged, two aircraft shelters were wholly destroyed, five were
75 per cent destroyed, two half destroyed and one un-
roofed. In addition one repair hangar was three-quarters
demolished, seven barracks and four other buildings were
completely gutted or seriously damaged. The other airfields
were also attacked with satisfactory results, the raids on
GilzeRijen and Venlo being as outstanding as the one on
Volkel.

It was on this raid that F/L R. J. M. Langlois of the
Alouette Squadron won his gong. The official citation read,
in part, as follows:

When nearing the target the aircraft was hit by anti-aircraft fire. A
large piece of shell struck the casing of the port engine. Shortly after-
wards the engine became useless. Some other damage had also been
sustained but F/L Langlois continued to the target and executed a suc-
cessful attack.

F/L S. H. Minhinnick of the Goose Squadron also got a
D.F.C. for this operation.

It was three days before the Canadian heavies were out
again when 140 of them aided by Pathfinders (seven of
which were R.C.A.F.) were directed against Emden on
Bomber Command’s first major attack against this target in
well over two years. This was also the first time a German
port had been attacked in daylight for a very long time. On
the same day Bomber Command made a larger tactical at-
tack against gun positions in the beleaguered port of Le
Havre, in which a few Canadian Pathfinder aircraft were
involved.

Emden was important not only as a harbour but also as
the main entrance to the Ruhr Valley via the Dortmund-
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Ems canal and the home of large shipbuilding and repair
works. This was a most successful attack and extremely
severe damage was inflicted on a very large scale through-
out the city. There was an especially heavy concentration in
the centre of the business and residential district of the old
town which was virtually devastated, with nearly every
building gutted by fire or destroyed.

In addition the Nordsee Werke, important builders of
submarines, suffered very heavy loss when their engineer-
ing shops were seriously damaged and the foundry 50 per
cent destroyed. Berkamer Kleinbohn, builders of steam-
ships, also suffered major damage. In the city, the town hall
and 74 out of 46 military installations were completely de-
stroyed while major damage was done to the cattle market,
municipal hospital, post and telegraph offices and the state
bank. Following this raid, 80 per cent of the fully built-up
area of Emden had been destroyed.

The target lay under light 10/10ths cloud at 18,000 feet
but visibility was moderately good and the force bombed
from between 14,000 and 19,000 feet. Early markers were
scattered and soon obscured by smoke so the Master Bomber
took over. Despite some radio interference, he directed ex-
pertly and achieved a good concentration of bombs on the
docks, the inner harbour and adjacent industrial buildings.
One stick straddled a 9,000 ton merchant vessel. Several
small vessels and barges in various points of the harbour
were sunk or grounded. The only defence was flak which
was moderate over the target, but more active at Borkum and
Juist. There was no fighter opposition against our wellcoor-
dinated protecting cover and no Canadian aircraft were lost.

D.F.Cs: were awarded to F/Os A. L. Delaney of the
Moose Squadron, J. C. Lakeman of the Bisons and W. T.
G. Watson of the Porcupines for this foray and for general
good work. The texts of the awards stated:

F/O Delaney’s aircraft was repeatedly hit by pieces of shell. He
himself was slightly wounded in the head. Despite this he directed his



14 THE R.C.A.F. OVERSEAS

pilot on a straight run over the target to execute a successful attack.

On the outward journey, many miles from the target, the starboard
inner engine became unserviceable. Some height was lost but, unde-
terred, F/O Lakeman continued to the target and executed a successful
attack. He afterwards flew the aircraft safely back to base.

When crossing the English coast on the outward flight, F/O Wat-
son was compelled to feather the propeller of the port inner engine
when the oil cooler became defective. Despite the loss of engine power
F/O Watson continued to the target and executed his attack.

On the 9th the R.C.A.F. Heavy Bomber Group began a
series of tactical attacks on German pockets of resistance in
France which continued, with few interruptions, throughout
the month. The Group was out in force against Le Havre on
three occasions, the 9th, ioth and 11th; Calais four times on
the 10th, 24th, 25th and 26th; Boulogne on the 17th and
Cap. Gris Nez on the 28th. Domburg in Holland was the
objective on the 23rd after abortive sorties had been made
against this target on the 18th and 19th. During the same
period the R.C.A.F. Pathfinders contributed to six tactical
raids.

On September Sth Bomber Command made the first of
seven attacks in a week against Nazi forces holding on to
Le Havre. R.C.A.F. heavies or Pathfinders took part in six
of the seven operations. W/C H. A. Morrison, D.F.C., of
the Canadian Pathfinder Squadron, who was Master
Bomber for the attack on the 8th which was made through
7-8/10ths cloud at 2,000 feet, saw that the green target indi-
cators were off the aiming point. After telling the main
force to orbit until the markers and possibilities of a suc-
cessful attack in the. difficult weather conditions could be
assessed, Morrison did a let down but while on his fourth
run and still in broken cloud his aircraft was hit by at least
three bursts of flak which did serious damage and started a
fire. As the Lanc had become uncontrollable, Howie or-
dered the crew to bale out and was himself the last to leave
the aircraft at Boo feet. Of the crew, the skipper, F/Ls L.
W. Queale, D.F.C., R. A. Swartz, D. F. C. and R. B.
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Baroni, D.F.C., WO: G. J. D’Arcy and FSs R. Benabo and
R. Matcham (R.A.F.) landed safely in our lines while WO
W. Kubiak’landed behind the German lines and was held a
prisoner for five days until Le Havre was captured by Al-
lied forces. Morrison was awarded the D.S.O.

The next operation against Le Havre on the 9th was
abortive due to 10/10ths cloud and all except the Pathfind-
ers had to bring back their loads. The following day two
forces totalling 1,000 aircraft were airborne, to which the
R.C.AF. contributed over 200. Cloud cover was patchy
but, aided by some visual identification, efficient marking
and excellent control by the Master Bomber, a good con-
centration of bombs was built up and smoke and dust soon
obscured the aiming points. Flak was negligible and no
fighter cover was needed as once again no enemy aircraft
came to the defence of the garrison. There were no casual-
ties.

Following this attack much fresh damage was noted in
the besieged port with one very close concentration of cra-
ters just to the east of the centre of the town and very heavy
general damage to the business and residential section and
to barrack buildings. Two artillery batteries were com-
pletely demolished while four others suffered from near
misses. In addition a stretch 600 yards wide from the beach
to the south of the target area was well plastered.

In the final attack on the morning of the 11th, the
R.C.AF. contributed one quarter of a force of over 200.
Once again opposition was extremely light and no losses
occurred. Weather was clear over the target with excellent
visibility and the first crews bombed after visual identifica-
tion of the aiming point. When smoke partially obscured a
second aiming point the Master Bomber gave instructions
to cease bombing with the result that 29 of our aircraft
abandoned the mission. Other crews however orbited until
they saw fresh T.I.s descending around the target area. The
Master Bomber gave instructions to bomb on these and a
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good concentration was achieved. The next day the Nazi
garrison surrendered to a British Division of the Canadian
Army.

From Le Havre the attack shifted to Boulogne where
another German force was invested by the Canadians while
stubbornly clinging to the port. On the 17th Bomber Com-
mand sent out a force of nearly 800 heavies to soften the
enemy’s defences. The R.C.A.F. provided over.200 air-
craft, one of which did not return. This kite, flown by F/O
J. M. Prentice of the Bisons, picked up some flak which put
both starboard engines out of action, holed the wing and
started a fire. When the blaze spread the crew baled out
over the sea. Another Bison bomber (captain, F/O M.
Lanin) witnessed the incident and immediately sent out
calls for help. Lanin remained circling over the scene to
direct rescue aircraft. A Walrus landed on the sea, picked
up the seven men and transferred them to a high speed
launch which took them to an English port.

The raid was spread out over the whole morning and
was carried out at first under clear skies which closed to
8/10ths cloud before the last waves bombed. Marking was
excellent and bombing well concentrated, with the aircraft,
when necessary, coming below the clouds to drop their
loads. Around most of the aiming points the craters were
grouped so thickly as to obliterate roads, buildings and
trench systems. In addition two rail bridges and a road
bridge had collapsed and many small buildings around the
Mont Lambert radar station had been destroyed, while
locks and quays in the dock area had suffered substantial
damage. Six days later the Canadian Second Corps cap-
tured the port and its garrison of 10,000 Nazis.

The attacks on Calais were likewise for the purpose of
reducing strong points in the area to open the way for the
capture of the port. Here too, extreme accuracy was neces-
sary owing to the nearness of our own troops. Of 630 air-
craft which attacked five aiming points on the 10ththe
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R.C.AF. Group supplied 105 on two of the targets. The
Vancouver Squadron also contributed twelve aircraft for
the Pathfinders. The area was partially covered by cloud
when the attack commenced but this dispersed before
bombing was oompleted and the majority of crews were
able to pinpoint their objectives. Aided by well placed
markers, a good concentration was registered on all five
APs. No Canadian aircraft were missing.

A force of 190 aircraft set out in the early evening of
the 24th to attack more objectives in the Calais district.
There was 10/10ths cloud in the target area, with cloud
base at about 2000 feet and good visibility below. Many of
the crews, including those from the R.C.A.F. Group,
bombed below the overcast and achieved a nice patern on
three of the five aiming points. The attack on the others was
abandoned, however, due to the heavy ground defences
which were encountered at the extremely low bombing
height. Nevertheless there were no R.C.A.F. casualties.

On the following day, of 875 aircraft that were des-
patched 575 had to abandon the attack as the low cloud
which had covered the target on the previous day still per-
sisted during the first part of the morning. By 10.30 a.m.,
however, it had cleared somewhat and later waves contain-
ing 240 R.C.A.F. aircraft dropped their bombs through
breaks in the clouds and achieved a fair concentration under
difficult conditions. Again no Canadian crews were lost.

The assault was renewed on the 26th when a force of
725 including 170 R.C.A.F. crews was directed against a
series of strong points around Calais and in the Cap Gris
Nez area. At the opening of the raid weather conditions
were excellent and well-placed markers drew accurate
bombing, but before the last wave arrived the weather had
deteriorated considerably. Although the defences were neg-
ligible, W/C C. W. Palmer, D.F.C., the Commanding Offi-
cer of the Vancouver Squadron, was lost with his crew of
F/Ls W. Goddard (R.A.F.), A. J. Wilcock, D.F.C., and H. J.
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Anderson, D.F.M., F/Os C. E. Laishley (R.A.F.), W. G.
Peacock and I. Lauckner, D.F.C. and P/O F. J. A. Frey.
Three of the crew who evaded capture, Wilcock, Anderson
and Lauckner, stated that while over the target the aircraft
was hit in bomb bays, caught fire and crashed. They were
the only survivors.

The Calais raids brought three D.F.Cs. and a D.F.M. to
members of the R.C.A.F. F/L L. R. Van Kleeck of the Li-
ons and F/Os J. Y. A. Cote and J. R. St. Germain, G.M., of
the Alouettes got the D.F.C., while Sgt. J. D. Hamilton of
the Leasides, who was later commissioned, was awarded
the D.F.M.

Two days later the Calais and Cap Gris Nez defences
were visited again by a force of 500 Bomber Command air-
craft, following an attack on the 27th in which the R.C.A.F.
was not involved. The 250 R.C.A.F. bombers were directed
against Cap Gris Nez to attack six defended positions.
Cloud and poor visibility made things extremely difficult
for the Master Bombers and consequently a proportion of
the attacking force was instructed to abandon its task.
Bombing generally was accurate and concentrated on the
markers on four of the six aiming points. On the 30th Cal-
ais fell to the Canadian Second Corps.

The measure of success achieved by these heavy bom-
bardments may be judged from the following message sent
by Lt. General H. D. G. Crerar, C.B., D.S.0O., G.O.C. in C.,
First Canadian Army to Air Chief Marshal Sir A. T. Harris,
K.C.B.,0.B.E., AF.C.,, A.O.C.-in-C., Bomber Command:

Our total casualties in the capture of Calais and Gris Nez were un-
der 300 and over 1,000 prisoners were captured. Considering the
strength of the defences such a success would have been impossible but
for the accurate, consistent and timely, effort of Bomber Command.

I hope you willl accept my sincere appreciation of all you did for
us and pass on to your staff and aircrews and ground staffs my thanks
for their indispensable share in this very satisfactory operation. I hope
your casualties were light.
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The last in the series of tactical targets were gun em-
placements at Domburg on Waicheren Island, against
which a small R.C.A.F. force was directed in two waves on
the 23rd. Marking and bombing were good in both attacks.
Defences were negligible, consisting solely of slight flak.
Photographic interpretation showed a good concentration of
bomb craters in the target area, though there were no direct
hits on the gun emplacements.

In addition to these operations in direct support of the
army the R.C.A.F. played a large part in six attacks of the
sustained R.A.F. offensive against synthetic oil plants in
Germany. Canadian bombers took part in raids against Cas-
trop-Rauxel on the zith, Wanne-Eickel and Dortmund on
the following day; BottropWelheim and Sterkrade-Holten
on the 27th and Sterkrade again on the 30th. A few
R.C.A.F. Pathfinders joined large forces of the R.A.F. in
another attack on Nordstern on the 13th and Bottrop on the
30th.

Castrop-Rauxel was an important centre for synthetic
oil, nitric acid and ammonia and had two important tar dis-
tillation plants. It was attacked by 105 Canadian Hallies,
with a few Pathfinders, in weather that permitted visual
identification. This, combined with clear-cut and concise
directions from the Master Bomber, produced an excellent
pattern of bursts and many explosions, one of which was
particularly noteworthy. Flak defences were moderate to
intense around the target which was crowned by a column
of heavy black smoke as our bombers withdrew. The syn-
thetic oil plant, which was the main target, suffered moder-
ate though general damage with some roofs stripped and
others holed. In addition there was minor damage to a cok-
ing plant.

The work of S/L B. S. Imrie of the Bluenose Squadron
on this raid was cited when he was awarded the D.F.C.

His aircraft was hit by anti-aircraft fire before and during the
bombing run, resulting in the stoppage of oil to the starboard outer en-
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gine and damage to the main fuel supply to the starboard engine. Both
engines ceased to function. The aircraft lost height and was repeatedly
hit by anti-aircraft fire. Nevertheless S/L Imrie maintained complete
control and his task was completed successfully.

Leaving the target the aircraft was again hit and the elevator con-
trol rod partly severed. S/L Imrie reached base safely, where on inspec-
tion, forty-two holes were found in the aircraft.

P/O J. Vine of the Swordfish Squadron was also decorated
for his work on this attack as was F/O R. A. St. Amour of
the Alouettes. F/O M. J. Laderoute, who had completed one
tour as a wireless operator/air gunner and was on his sec-
ond tour with the Bluenose Squadron, was killed by flak
during the raid, while flying with F/O George Halcro, a pi-
lot also on his second tour.

On the 12th, Wanne-Eickel lay under an effective
smoke-screen when the main body—a force of 100 heavies
supplied by the R.C.A.F. Group and led by a few Pathfind-
ers—arrived, so that only the earlier crews were able to
bomb visually. The majority of the sticks were accurately
placed, though there was some spread to the north-west.
Defence consisted of moderate to intense flak in a light bar-
rage around the target area. Though the damage done sepa-
rately by this and two raids by the U.S.A.A.F. a day or two
earlier was not great, the cumulative effect was consider-
able, and superficial damage was widespread.

F/O J. W. Abell, navigator for F/L R. R. Haw of the
Iroquois Squadron, was awarded a D.F.C. for his part in
this raid. Though incapacitated by severe wounds in the
legs he continued to give expert advice with the result that
the pilot was able to bring the aircraft back to base. Another
D.F.C. winner was F/O W. C. Kent of the Thunderbirds,
whose citation stated in part:

During the bombing run over the target the port outer engine was
hit by anti-aircraft fire but F/O Kent continued with his task and then
set course for home. Over the German border the starboard inner en-
gine and oil pressure began to fail. The aircraft lost height. When over
the North Sea this engine began to lose power but with great skill, F/O
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Kent brought the aircraft and its crew safely back to base.

F/O V. T. Woods of the Vancouvers won his gong for a
similar feat.

During the bombing run, the aircraft was hit by anti-aircraft fire
and sustained severe damage but the attack was pressed home. Two
petrol tanks had been punctured and, as the bomber turned away from
the target, ,a third was pierced. On the homeward flight, F/O Woods
used the engines with great skill thus conserving a certain amount of
petrol. As the enemy coast was crossed the last remaining tank was
pierced. The situation was serious but this pilot succeeded in flying to
within four miles of the English coast before the engines failed through
lack of petrol. Even so, F/O Woods managed to reach an airfield on the
coast and effect a successful crash landing.

F/Os J. L. A. L. Marcotte of the Alouettes and G. J.
Quinlan of the Iroquois Squadron were also decorated for
this attack.

Among the four crews missing from Wanne-Eickel
were two R.C.A.F. A veteran group from the Thunderbirds
included F/L P. L. Buck, A.F.C., F/Os R. W. Walter and
W. Sloan, FSs K. J. Dugdale and J. M. Deluca, Sgts. P. S.
Twynam and H. P. Rose (both of the R.A.F.). It was later
learned that Walter, Sloan, Dugdale, Deluca, Twynam and
Rose were prisoners. Their aircraft was hit over Holland by
predicted flak which knocked the port outer engine off the
wing and damaged the port inner, also injuring the skipper
and the navigator. They were all able to bale out but F/L
Buck died of his injuries. Sloan, the bomb aimer, was cap-
tured by soldiers as he landed and taken to Dordrecht and
thence to Frankfurt where he was kept in solitary confine-
ment. He was interrogated and, as he refused to give any
information beyond his name, was threatened with a long
term of solitary confinement or execution. After four days
imprisonment Sloan was finally sent to Stalag Luft I in
Pomerania where he was released by the Russians on May
Ist, 1945. Dugdale, the mid-upper gunner, was arrested
when he hit the ground but escaped the guard and remained
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with the underground until December 1944 when he tried
to get through to the Allied troops. He failed in his first at-
tempt, got through the enemy lines on his second try but
aroused suspicion and was recaptured.

The second R.C.A.F. crew was captained by F/O A.
Sovran of the Vancouver Squadron and consisted of F/Os
V. Crawford, C. J. Robinson, WO L. G. Hardy, FS G. R.
Dyelle, Sgts. K. W. Clarke and T. H. Peers (R.A.F.). Four
of the seven, Sovran, Peers, Robinson and Clarke, were
made prisoners and on their liberation told a story which
reads like a fairy tale. Their aircraft was hit by flak, the port
wing broke off and the Lanc went into a violent spin. Sov-
ran (pilot), Peers (flight engineer) and Robinson (air
bomber) were hurled into the nose of the aircraft. Then the
bomber exploded in the air, stunning all the survivors. The
pilot recovered to find himself falling free and pulled his
ripcord at about 8,000 feet. When Peers came to he found
himself still in the nose which had broken off the aircraft.
Pulling himself to the edge, he fell out and opened his para-
chute. Robinson also recovered consciousness in the nose
at about 1,000 feet with his parachute, which he had been
trying to put on before the aircraft blew up, still in his hand.
He had time to clip on his chute and throw himself out as
he pulled the ripcord. He landed heavily and dislocated his
hip. Clarke, the tail gunner, was thrown free by the explo-
sion. When he came to he saw bits of the aircraft and the
dinghy falling beside him. He opened his parachute and
floated safely to the ground.

Dortmund was also attacked on the 12th by 102 Cana-
dian aircraft plus some Pathfinders. Good weather pre-
vailed and generally speaking the bombs were well concen-
trated on the target, though there was some tendency to
spread to the west. Numerous fires and explosions, one of
which was particularly large, broke out and thick billowing
smoke hung over the target. Intense heavy flak in barrage
form was put up but no fighters appeared. All our aircraft
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returned. Damage was scattered through the synthetic oil
plant and a rolling mill just west of the target was gutted.

Bottrop-Welheim was attacked on the 27th by 160
heavies, including soiree Pathfinders, through complete
cloud cover which made it difficult.to assess results. How-
ever, one very large explosion occurred, followed by dense
black smoke. All aircraft returned from the operation.

F/O C. M. Hay, a navigator of the Leaside Squadron,
put up a wonderful show on this raid which was his third
operational trip and received a well merited D.S.O. His ci-
tation stated:

While over the target the pilot was severely wounded and lost con-
trol of the aircraft which went into a dive. Displaying great presence of
mind, F/O Hay took over the controls and succeeded in levelling out.
Although inexperienced as a pilot and despite the fact that some of the
instruments were unserviceable, he flew the aircraft back to an airfield
and landed. On touching down the under-carriage collapsed and the
aircraft caught. fire but the crew got clear uninjured.

F/L J. A. Anderson of the Moose Squadron was also
awarded the D.S.O. for outstanding skill and persistence on
this attack.

When over the target intense anti-aircraft fire was encountered. F/L
Anderson’s aircraft was hit repeatedly by fragments of shrapnel. Both
port engines were put out of action. The hydraulic system was rendered
unserviceable. The controls were so damaged that it became necessary
for two members of the crew to assist their captain by pulling manually
on the rudder controls. In spite of this, F/L. Anderson executed a good
bombing run. He afterwards flew the. severely damaged aircraft to base
where he effected a masterly landing.

F/O A. P. McKillop, a member of Anderson’s crew,
was awarded the D.F.C. for his valuable assistance on the
return journey, during which he sustained severe burns to
his hands.

One hundred and forty Halifaxes from the R.C.A.F.
Group led by a small Pathfinder force ventured forth
against another oil target on the same day when the Ster-
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krade-Holten synthetic oil and nitrate plant was attacked.
Here again weather conditions were unfavourable and
many bombed the alternative target at Duisburg. Defences
were moderate and no aircraft were lost.

Both targets were again attacked on the last day of the
month with the R.C.A.F. Group participating only in the
foray against Sterkrade. Once again, owing to difficult
weather conditions, the majority of the bombers on instruc-
tions of the Master Bomber attacked the alternative objec-
tive, Sterkrade town. Explosions followed by black smoke
resulted, but the attack was scattered. Several aircraft which
did attack the primary reported two oil tanks on fire. F/Os
B. A. Mawhinney and K. K. Davis of the Iroquois Squad-
ron were awarded D.F.Cs. for their work on this raid.

FS D. E. Turnquist, navigator of an aircraft missing
from the Thunderbird Squadron, stated that they were hit
by flak after bombing the alternative target and that the air-
craft blew up before he had time to bale out. He was
stunned and when he regained consciousness in mid-air
there was nothing to be seen of the aircraft. The other
members of the crew were F/Os T. Frederickson (pilot) and
A. N. Nicholson, FS I. T. Pelechaty and G. E. Ryan, and
Sgts. V. A. McPhee and J. Sullivan (R.A.F.). Nicholson
was wounded and captured; the others were lost.

Two aiming points in Osnabriick were attacked by 100
Canadian Hallies, plus Pathfinder aircraft, on the 13th.
Thanks to the good weather the crews were able to verify
the aiming points and markers visually and an excellent
attack developed which caused an extensive area of devas-
tation in the town centre, west of the main station and
spreading eastward to the Klockner Werke A.G., which
was severely damaged. Other damage was seen in the mar-
shalling yard, railway workshops, the main post-office and
the gas works. Defences were slight and there were no
casualties.

F/L J. Y. A. Cote, of the Alouette Squadron, was



(1) G/C A F. Avanr, D.S.0,, D.F.C., of Houghton (2) A/V/M C. M. McEwen,
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of North Bay.




(1) Volkel airfield after the attack by No. 6 Group on September 3rd, 1944.
(2) A Halifax on its bombing run over Le Havre.
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awarded a bar to his D.F.C. for this raid. The official cita-
tion said:

When over the target the bomber was subjected to fire from the
ground defences. A shell burst very close to one of the wings. Frag-
ments of shell tore a large hole in the fuselage which was also pierced
in many other places. Despite this, F/L Cote pressed home his attack
with great coolness and determination.

The only night operation of the month on which a large
R.C.A'F. force was airborne was against Kiel on the
15th/16th. The total force numbered 500 of which 200 were
Canadian. Weather was clear with good visibility hampered
by a smoke screen, though the well-placed markers were
always clearly visible through the smoke. Bombing gener-
ally was good and, when the aircraft withdrew, fires cover-
ing an area of four square miles were rapidly taking hold
and could be seen for 100 miles. Smoke rose to 10,000 feet
from an enormous explosion in the dock area. Flak was
moderate and a few night fighters were in evidence but,
thanks to the tactics employed by the bombers, the raid was
over before any defence in force could be organized.

Losses were light. However, an experienced crew from
the Vancouver Squadron, skippered by F/L R. W. Long,
was posted missing, as well as two aircraft from 6 Group.
W/O J. Raike was the only other Canadian in Long’s crew.
The Leasides lost P/O J. C. Gallagher, F/O J. E. G.
Leblanc, and Sgts. H. N. McLeod, J. G. G. A. Labelle, C.
D. Crowe, D. R. MacCarthy and C. F. Gill (R.A.F.). F/L V.
G. Motherwell of the Snowy Owls, with F/Os A. J. Mac-
Donald and I. E. McGowan and FS L. K. Engemoen, Sgs.
J. A. Wigley, J. L. Hickson, J. Porter and T. J. Bibby in his
crew, was just 100 miles on the homeward journey when
the hydraulic system went unserviceable, the undercart and
flaps dropped and the bomb doors opened. With great diffi-
culty Motherwell maintained height for an hour and a half
but was then forced to ditch. Emergency signals and S.O.S.
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were sent out by the wireless operator. Two Halifaxes from
their own squadron aided by Air/Sea Rescue Hudsons fi-
nally found the dinghy and two A/S/R Walruses were des-
patched to assist. One of the Walruses landed and picked
up the lads while a Hudson made contact with a rescue mo-
tor launch and guided it to the Walrus. A successful trans-
fer was made to the R.M.L. and all eight survivors finally
reached port. Motherwell was awarded the D.F.C. and
Engemoen, the wireless operator, the D.F.M. F/O W. V. A.
Glover of the Goose Squadron was also awarded a D.F.C.
for his work on this raid as was W/C F. S. McCarthy of the
Snowy Owls.

Kiel, the chief naval dockyard and arsenal in Germany,
was frequently attacked as it was a high priority target. The
total damage inflicted by this attack, together with one by
Bomber Command on August 26th/27th and another by the
U.S.A.AF. on August 30th, was very extensive. The areas
of destruction ran out from the city marshalling yard along
the east bank of the harbour to the suburb of Heinkendorf, a
distance of about 6 miles, and along the west bank to the
residential area of Ranensburg, about 2’2 miles. In the east
the three great shipbuilding yards and the important naval
arsenal which formed the city’s vital industries were hard
hit. Among military targets, the large munitions depot at
Monkeberg was burnt out and damage was caused to a ma-
rine stores depot and several barrack areas. On the western
bank of the harbour an area including the old town, the
modern shopping centre and the business and residential
districts of the city was devastated by fire. Almost two-
thirds of the buildings in the fully built up parts of the town
were by then either destroyed or seriously damaged. Fur-
ther severe residential damage was also seen. in. the ship-
yard workers’ dwellings east of the big shipyards and in the
suburbs of Strand and Monkeberg.

Minelaying operations during September were limited
to three nights. Among the reasons for the paucity of. sor-
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ties in this period was the fact that the number of “Gar-
dens” available had been considerably reduced owing to the
rapid advance of the Allied armies.

Unglamorous and workaday though gardening was, it
still had its moments of excitement. On the night of Sep-
tember 12th, F/O R. R. Kingsland of the Bisons was mining
enemy waters in Oslo Fjord, when flak damaged both outer
engines. The starboard outer propeller sheered off, hitting
and rendering the starboard inner propeller u/s, then passed
over the fuselage and tore away most of the port fin and
rudder. Fire broke out in the starboard inner engine, but
was extinguished. Kingsland, however, was unable either to
maintain height or hold his course and found it necessary to
ditch. Throughout the whole operation, P/O J. H. R. Cour-
tois, the wireless operator, remained at his post sending out
distress signals until ordered to ditching position. The pilot
brought his aircraft down almost as if it had been a practice
ditching rather than the real thing, and all seven crew
members scrambled into the dinghy. The WOP’s “May-
day!” was picked up at 0140 and Air/Sea Rescue Warwicks
and a high-speed launch were despatched. Bison aircraft
also assisted in the search. Sixteen hours after the S.O.S.
was received the H.S.L. had all seven of the crew aboard,
but shortly after found herself out of fuel and a second
H.S.L. had to be sent out. It was 1105 hours on the 14th, 33
hours after ditching, before both launches with the Halifax
crew aboard arrived at a Scottish port. Kingsland and Cour-
tois were awarded D.F.C.s for this incident and general
good work. The other crew members were F/O R. A.
Thorne and Sgts. R. J. McCallum, D. R. Russell (R.A.F.), J.
A. Denley and P. Nabozniak.

Three R.C.A.F. squadrons changed C.O.s during the
month. In the Vancouvers W/C H. A. Morrison, D.S.O.,
D.F.C., succeeded Palmer who was missing from opera-
tions against Cap Gris Nez on the morning of the 26th;
W/C E. M. Bryson who had taken over command of the
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Lions from W/C J. G. Cribb on August 3ist was followed
by W/C V. F. Ganderton, D.F.C., on September 30th; W/C
J. K. MacDonald reassumed command of the Leaside
Squadron on September 29th, vice W/C A. D. R. Lowe.
MacDonald had gone missing in August but evaded capture
and returned to England.

The Leaside Squadron had a very successful month in
September when they set up a record in the Canadian
Bomber Group for the lowest number of non-starters and
early returns because of mechanical trouble. Over 225 air-
craft were sent out on their bombing missions during the
period.

October 1944

During the six months, April-September, 1944, the
German home front had enjoyed a virtual respite from
bombing, since tactical commitments absorbed over 85 per
cent. of Bomber Command’s effort during the period. As a
result, the feverish efforts of the Nazi leaders to revive vital
war production by patching up bombed factories and pro-
viding emergency accommodation for thousands of home-
less workers made headway in many halfruined cities dur-
ing the spring and summer of the year. Thus, whilst the
German armies were reeling back across France and Bel-
gium, their heavy losses of war material were partly offset
by a relative increase in the supply of new equipment com-
ing from reorganized industry at home.

This period of calm for the home front ended in Octo-
ber. From then on the bombing of industrial centres contin-
ued with the greatest possible intensity, although many
other demands still had to be met according to military re-
quirements. The German people saw descending upon their
industrial regions a storm of devastation which surpassed
anything they had previously thought possible. For a time
they appeared to watch passively, but—despite the grip of
the Gestapo—social disruption, dislocation of essential ser-
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vices and administration, combined with widespread indus-
trial damage, brought them to the point where they knew
defeat was inevitable. Truly, the Nazis had “sown the
wind” during their blitz on England and were now “reaping
the whirlwind”.

In October the Canadian Bomber Group was employed
solely in strategic bombing as no calls for close support to
the army were made upon it. Weather did not permit of a
maximum effort but consolation was found in the fact that,
when-the opportunity presented itself, harder blows were
struck than at any time during the Group’s history. On the
night of the 6th/7th a new Group record was established
when 293 aircraft took off to attack Dortmund. Many of the
month’s thirteen attacks were made under adverse weather
conditions, but concentrations were achieved which had not
been possible under ideal conditions little more than a year
previously, reflecting the improvement in the navigational
aids and technique of the crews. All raids but one during
the month were directed against German targets, the excep-
tion being that against the U-boat pens at Bergen on the
4th. Whereas in recent months synthetic oil plants had
borne the brunt of Bomber Command’s strategic attacks,
October’s efforts were mainly directed against German in-
dustrial cities and key points in the enemy transportation
system. In several cases targets were visited twice in rapid
succession by the R.C.AF. as part of a co-ordinated plan
involving repeated bombing of the same objectives by
Bomber Command.

The Canadian Group visited Duisburg twice within
seventeen hours during the day and night of the 14th; Essen
on the night of the 23rd/24th and by day on the 25th; and
Cologne on the 28th and the night of 30th/31st, while a
small force of Vancouver Squadron Pathfinders was used in
a major raid on this target on the following night. Single
night visits were paid to Dortmund on the 6th/7th, Bochum
on the 9th/10th, Wilhelmshaven on the 15th/16th and Stutt-
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gart four nights later. A day trip was made to Bergen on the
4th, and Wanne-Eickel and Homberg-Meerbeck, two oil
targets, received visits on the 12th and 25th respectively. In
addition the Vancouver Pathfinders joined the R.A.F. for a
night visit to Saarbriicken on the 5th/6th and for daylight
attacks on Sterkrade on the 6th, Fort Frederik Hendrik on
the 11th and gun positions at Walcheren on the 28th and
29th, besides contributing aircraft to most of the Canadian
Group operations.

Losses for the month of October were the lowest in the
history of Bomber Command when, out of more than
17,500 sorties, only seven-tenths of one per cent of the air-
craft failed to return. In common with other formations, the
R.C.A.F. Group had relatively few casualties—twenty out of
more than 2580 aircraft despatched. This was attributable
to several causes. The Nazi front lines had been pushed
back, making the flight over occupied territory much
shorter, thus reducing the risk of being shot down by flak or
intercepted by enemy fighters. Secondly, the enemy’s pol-
icy of grouping his main defensive fighter forces in the
Berlin area had left the whole of South and South West
Germany exposed to air attack. In addition, the Luftwafte
was still singularly ineffective, very few sorties being
flown against either day or night bombing operations.

This almost complete lack of fighter opposition was due
in part to an enforced restriction in activity on the part of
the G.A.F. The acute shortage of aircraft fuel, greatly ac-
centuated by Allied attacks on oil targets during the past
two months, had become a most important factor limiting
its fighting value. Its efficiency also suffered from the loss
of the extensive radar warning system in France and Bel-
gium on which it had relied for successful interception of
night bombing raids over West and South West Germany
and from the failure of the enemy ground control system to
cope with the tactics of our bombers. In addition, the sin-
gle-engined night fighter force was being used increasingly
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for daylight operations with a consequent deterioration in
its effectiveness against .night attacks. The absence of the
Luftwaffe was especially notable during the attack on Co-
logne on the night of the 30th/31st when 863 heavy bomb-
ers attacked without the loss of a single aircraft.

Opening guns of the month’s campaign, insofar as the
R.C.A.F. was concerned, were fired in the attack on the U-
boat pens at Bergen. Following the successful invasion and
the progressive fall or investment of various French ports
previously used as submarine nests, the Nazis relocated
their advanced bases in the land-locked fjords of Norway.
These bays, not so readily accessible to aircraft as those
across the Channel, proved a boon to the U-boat skippers
dispossessed from the French coast and as such became
targets of importance. The heavies, therefore, continued
their attacks on these bases in co-operation with Coastal
Command’s direct operations against the U-boats.

In cloudless weather and excellent visibility 123 Cana-
dian aircraft, accompanied by a few Pathfinders, swept in,
the first wave attacking the submarine shelters which were
still under construction while the second sought out the U-
boats in the basin. The attack was concentrated; both aim-
ing points received a good weight of bombs and several
explosions were noted. Photographs confirmed the accu-
racy of the attack. At least one, and probably two, direct
hits were registered on the roof of the submarine pens but
their unfinished state prevented accurate assessment. In the
neighbouring shipyards very heavy damage was caused,
three machine shosps being destroyed with two more ma-
chine shops and two boiler shops damaged. Severe damage
was also done to shipping in the harbour. Two 500-ton U-
boats and one 250-ft. merchant vessel were sunk, two float-
ing docks seriously damaged, a 510-ft. merchant vessel was
beached and probably seriously damaged and another 500-
ton Uboat was left with a list.

No trouble was experienced from fighters and ground
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defences were, for the most part, not particularly formida-
ble. One of our Lancasters crashed in the Cheviot Hills,
with the loss of the whole crew, F/Os G. R. Duncan, W. G.
Layng and A. Gaddess, P/O J. W. F. Hall (R.A.F.), FS W.
R. Karstens and Sgts. D. A. Trott and T. B. Tierney. An
Alouette Halifax, captained by F/L Jean Galipeau, was hit
by flak over the target and was seen heading back to Nor-
way, but ultimately regained the Scottish coast, under es-
cort by an Air/Sea Rescue aircraft. Galipeau was decorated,
the citation, reading:

In spite of heavy anti-aircraft fire a successful bombing run was
executed. Shortly after leaving the target, the starboard outer engine
became unserviceable and the propeller had to be feathered. A few
minutes later the starboard inner engine failed, the aircraft lost height
and it seemed as though F/L Galipeau would be forced to bring his air-
craft down onto the sea but at the third attempt to restart one of the de-
fective engines he succeeded in so doing. He afterwards flew to an air-
field and effected a safe landing.

This attack was also cited when F/O J. A. Montagne, a
navigator of the Alouettes, was later awarded the D.F.C.

Two nights later the Canadian Group contributed 293
crews to a 520-plane attack on Dortmund, the Ruhr’s sec-
ond most importtan transportation centre. This contribution
was the heaviest the Group had ever had airborne on one
operation, and, considering the number of aircraft on
strength of the squadrons, was almost incredibly large.

The highly successful attack began promptly and a pro-
gressively better concentration of bombing produced sev-
eral large explosions and many fires which were spreading
rapidly as the late comers arrived. Defences consisted of
moderate heavy flak and a number of searchlights in cones.
One experienced crew was lost when F/L W. P. Scott of the
Thunderbirds did not return. F/Os W. E. Ames and A. F.
Livingstone, P/Os J. H. Mack, J. L. Wilson (R.A.F.), G. W.
Brooks and J. T. Short, completed the crew. Scott, Ames,
Livingstone and Mack were taken prisoner. The Porcupines
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lost a freshman crew skippered by P/O V. G. B. Valentine,
with F/O H. R. L. English, WOs J. P. Lee and W. M.
Ritchie, FS J. E. Tazuk, and Sgts. A. E. McGraw and A. G.
Dollery (R.A.F.). Wilson, Lee and English were taken pris-
oners. Sgts. J. A. Cadarette and C. Humphrays, gunners in
the Goose Squadron aircraft piloted by P/O T. V. Barber,
shot down an Me. iog on the raid. This was one of the very
few night fighters seen, due to confusion in the German
ground control caused by our tactics and an exceptionally
successful spoof raid.

Dortmund was very severely damaged by this attack.
Transportation facilities were the heaviest sufferers, espe-
cially those around the main passenger station where all
through tracks were severed and the carriage sidings hit
several times. The installations were 80 per cent. unserv-
iceable following the attack while the goods depot was
completely out of service. A week later, despite frenzied
repair work, the through lines were only functioning at 50
per cent. capacity. Important factories of Vereinigte Stahl-
werke were either partly destroyed or seriously damaged
and five other engineering works and fifteen factories were
knocked out at least temporarily. Considerable fresh dam-
age was inflicted on business and residential property and it
was estimated that the total damage to Dortmund now
amounted to 70 per cent. of the fully built-up area. The
town hall, the Westfallen Halle, a court house, a hospital
and several schools were among the public buildings de-
stroyed or damaged in this attack.

F/O T. A. Shore of the Iroquois Squadron was awarded
a D.F.C. for expert handling of his aircraft on this raid.
Though it was badly damaged by flak over the target and
very difficult to control, Tommy Shore brought his plane
safely back to the United Kingdom. F/O W. J. N. Burnett of
the Porcupines also won the D.F.C. when his aircraft was
severely damaged and the bombaimer, FS N. D. Dixon,
was badly wounded.
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A 200-miles-per-hour gale swept through the aircraft and blew
away Flying Officer Burnett’s navigational chart, log and instruments.
Despite great difficulties and aided only by a small pilot’s chart, this
officer continued to navigate the damaged aircraft and the mission was
successfully completed. Throughout the return flight he also rendered
first aid to the injured air bomber.

Dixon was awarded the D.F.M. for devotion to duty which
he displayed when his hand was badly injured by an incen-
diary bomb that fell through the nose of the aircraft. Also
decorated for their work on the Dortmund show were F/L
M. J. Belanger, D.F.C. of the Alouettes who received a bar
to his decoration, and P/O G. Arvanetes, an air gunner, who
got the D.F.C.

Three nights later, on the 9th, the R.C.A.F. contributed
over 200 aircraft to a force of 440 which made a scattered
attack on Bochum, an important centre of the coal and iron
industries, that had suffered considerably in 1943. It cannot
be contended that this raid was a complete success, as pho-
tographs taken immediately following the attack showed
only moderate damage, confined to the southwestern part
of the town. Night fighters were in action over the target
and many indecisive combats took place in the light of
fighter flares.

Three R.C.A.F. crews did not return from Bochum. One
was captained by W/C G. A. Roy, D.F.C., Commanding
Officer of the Tigers, who was captured together with F/Ls
G. A. Bumstead and W. Mcllhagga, F/Os H. Grulkey and
M. Harding, D.F.C., and P/O A. J. Harvey; the seventh
member of the crew, F/O R. 0. Hunter, was lost. Another
crew was composed of seven Leaside veterans, F/O R. C.
Diamond, F/L. W. Nicholson, F/O W. A. Stohlberg, WOs
A. G. Sharpe and H. J. Graham, FS M. A. Harrington, and
Sgt. K. W. Hutchinson (R.A.F.), all of whom were taken
prisoner. When released in the spring of 1945, they stated
that their aircraft had been struck by falling high explosive
bombs just after they had released their own bombs on the
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target. The aircraft dived out of control but the pilot even-
tually was able to straighten out. It was then found that
three engines were useless and that there was a great hole
through the roof and floor of the aircraft at the engineer’s
position (he, luckily, having been at the flare chute releas-
ing the photo flash.) The wings were also damaged, half the
tail unit was knocked off, and most of the instruments were
unserviceable. Taking a bearing from the target, Diamond
managed to turn to port and head in a westerly direction,
hoping that they could reach the Allied lines. They were by
then out of the bomber stream and going across the Ruhr,
where the aircraft was heavily engaged by flak. As they
were losing height rapidly, the pilot ordered the crew to
bale out when they were approximately over Duisburg at
about 3,000 feet. From the third missing crew, P/O A. L.
Cohen, F/O G. W. Murphy, FSs J: H. E. Goldfinch, L. F.
O’Hara and J. F. McQueen, Sgts. R. F. Emerson and R. A.
Campbell of the Moose Squadron, McQueen was the only
survivor.

Four D.F.C.s were awarded to R.C.A.F. personnel for
this operation. F/Os J. A. Weir and R. M. Fleming of the
Swordfish, J. A. C. Bouchard of the Alouette and P/O C. R.
Olson of the Ghost Squadron were the officers concerned.
This was also one of several sorties mentioned when F/O L.
J. Lavallee, an air bomber of the Alouettes, was decorated
for outstanding gallantry and devotion to duty.

Wanne-Eickel, a synthetic oil centre in the Ruhr, was
the objective of a day raid on the 12th by 110 R.C.A.F.
crews assisted by Pathfinders. Early arrivals were able to
pinpoint their aimingpoint, but the later waves found a pall
of heavy brown smoke lying over the area. With the aid of
the Master Bomber an accurate and fairly concentrated at-
tack, which produced one large explosion, was carried out
in the face of moderate to intense heavy flak both predicted
and in loose barrage form. No enemy aircraft appeared and
there were no aircraft losses, although flak caused some
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casualties to personnel. F/O F. G. Todd, a veteran Leaside
air bomber, was killed, and Sgt. A. K. Cooper, a highly ex-
perienced air gunner from the Snowy Owls, was wounded
over the target area.

For outstanding work on this attack the following were
decorated: F/L G. Slocombe of the Lions, F/L J. E.
McAllister and P/O E. A. Moynes of the Swordfish, F/L T.
J. MacKinnon and F/O J. A. P. Laforce of the Alouettes,
S/L D. K. Buchanan, F/O C. A. McKenzie and FS M. E.
Gilmore of the Snowy Owls.

McAllister and Moynes were pilot and air bomber of an
aircraft which encountered heavy anti-aircraft fire twenty
minutes before reaching the target. The aircraft was dam-
aged in the nose and mid-upper turret and the navigator was
severely wounded in the leg. He was taken to the rest posi-
tion and Moynes rendered first aid. The pilot continued to
the target by following the bomber stream and using visual
pinpoints, and when the air bomber returned to his post
they successfully bombed the target. Moynes then assumed
the navigator’s duties and directed the aircraft to an emer-
gency landing field, where a tire blew on landing, injuring
the rear gunner. The aircraft was so badly damaged it had
to be written off.

The attacks on Duisburg on October 14th constituted
another milestone in the work of Bomber Command and
also in that of the R.C.A.F. Group. The “Thousand
Bomber” raids in the spring of 1942 were at that time con-
sidered stupendous operations which only could be at-
tempted in the most ideal conditions after many weeks of
planning and by scraping the bottom of the barrel for
bomber aircraft. Since that time, both the R.A.F. and
U.S.A.AF. had become accustomed to despatching great
armadas of bombers as a matter of routine, but the opera-
tions against Duisburg were such as to leave the most hard-
ened gasping for breath. On that day, in fact within a period
of sixteen hours, two raids, each in excess of 1,000 bomb-
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ers, took off for this sprawling agglomeration of top prior-
ity industries centred around the world’s largest inland port
at the junction of the Ruhr and Rhine.

In the two attacks some 2,000 Bomber Command air-
craft dropped a total of 9,200 tons of bombs upon the city
and its large outlying industrial areas. For the sake of com-
parison it may be pointed out that during the raids which
destroyed Hamburg in 1943 a total of 8,600 tons were
dropped; also that the Luftwaffe dropped less than 10,000
tons over a period of several years during the whole of the
“Blitz” on London.

The R.C.A.F. Group supplied 25 per cent. of the aircraft
for the greatest day’s effort in its existence, though its con-
tribution to the raid on Dortmund a week earlier had been
larger than that airborne on either of the twin Duisburg
raids. The Group contributed over 2,100 tons of bombs to
the rain of destruction which fell on the area.

During the daylight attack there was drifting cloud over
the target which partly obscured the markers. However, by
taking advantage of occasional cloud gaps, crews achieved
a good concentration of bombing and by the end of the raid
smoke billowed from numberless fires throughout the built-
up area. When the bombers made their second attack in two
waves late that night the weather had cleared and crews
were able to distinguish the Rhine and fires on the docks
still burning from the daylight attack.

It was impossible to differentiate between the two raids
in assessing the damage as dependable photographic evi-
dence was not available until after the second attack. The
cumulative effect of the two, however, was widespread,
severe and, for some industries, crippling. In all districts
there was fresh damage, and, although areas already devas-
tated and open spaces between the built-up regions had ab-
sorbed some of the weight of the attacks, areas previously
untouched were almost completely destroyed. Nearly half
of the largest and most important industrial plants had been
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hit, including August Thyssen Hutte and Demag A. G.,
where machinery, buildings and equipment were destroyed.
Among public utility plants affected were the Thyssen gas
and water works, the Homberg gas works and two gas-
driven power plants in the Hamborn-Alsum district. Wide-
spread damage was also caused to rail facilities and on the
following day there were no signs of activity in any of the
yards, sidings or through lines. At least ninety hits were
scored on the airfield, the nearby dock areas were heavily
cratered and a number of barges were sunk.

Some idea of the resulting chaos may be gleaned from
the threatening proclamation issued by the Kreisleiter of the
region four days later, in which he declared that,

The city has suffered three heavy air attacks on 14 and 15 October,
rendering thousands of Volksgenossen homeless. Nevertheless, war-
important work must go on. . . . Every worker must immediately report
in person to the works leader, even if his own dwelling has been dam-
aged or destroyed. . . . Nobody may leave the district without the con-
sent of the works leader and the Labour Office. . . . Damaged dwellings
will only be repaired as far as is absolutely necessary. Special attention
is drawn to self and neighbourly help.... Inhabitants who still have
dwelling space available are expected to move as closely as possible
and take into their flats air-raid-damaged workers.

In addition to the damage these raids inflicted, they
were noteworthy because of the failure of the whole air de-
fence system of the Reich. The casualties, considering the
size of the bomber forces, the location of the target and the
great strength of the defences usually encountered in the
Ruhr Valley, were unbelievably low, being less than one
per cent. of the aircraft despatched.

Nevertheless, while numerically the losses were small,
three highly experienced Canadian crews were reported
missing. F/L W. H. Janney was skipper of a Ghost Sqadron
Lanc which was lost with all its crew, F/O A. V. Batty,
P/Os W. H. Killner (R.N.Z.A.F.), A. S. McFeetors and F.
A. Harrison, D.F.C., FS P. R. Jones, and Sgt. L. Brother-
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hood (R.A.F.). F/L J. Galipeau of the Alouettes, who had
won the D.F.C. on the Bergen raid earlier in the month, led
another crew consisting of F/O D. A. Butler, FSs L. H.
Hogg, C. F. Williamson and J. O. Bazinet, Sgts. C. M.
Crabtree, J. L. M. Pare and F. H. Eade, who did not return.
Galipeau, Williamson, Bazinet and Pare were taken prison-
ers and Galipeau gave the following information when he
was later released:

The operational flight was my 20th. Everything was normal until
we reached Germany. When about twenty miles or so from the target
(around 9 o’clock in the morning) there was a fair amount of flak. I saw
about five big explosions ahead of me in the air which I thought might
have been a/c exploding. Then I saw two Halifax spinning down, one in
flames. By that time we were on the bombing run. Just after we re-
leased the bombs we received a direct hit in the starboard wing by flak,
the shell just going through without exploding. The two starboard boost
gauges showed minus 6% Ibs. boost after that but the r.p.m. were still
0O.K. Then the M/U spotted a fire in the wing and told me so. The engi-
neer told me one tank was draining fast. After that I tried to feather the
propellers without success. We could not put out the fire. I told the
crew we might have to bale out. The only other thing which I could do
was to take a chance and dive the a/c a bit in hopes of blowing out the
flames. Although this was a very dangerous thing to do I decided to try
it but the effort was not successful. By that time one of the tanks whch
was on fire was almost drained. I expected the a/c to blow up at any
time so reduced the speed to about 160 m.p.h. and told the crew to do
an emergency bale-out so as to be out as soon as possible. The two
starboard props were just windmilling and made the a/c very hard to
control and we were losing height fast. After I saw the B/A leave |
checked the intercom to see that everybody was out. Having no answer
I started to get out of my seat. I looked back and there was quite a bit of
smoke in the a/c. I could not see any one so I baled out. I saw the a/c o
in a siral and enter a thin layer of cloud (after my chute was’ open).” I
went through the clouds after which I saw two or three other chutes.
When I got down fairly close to the ground the Germans opened up fire
on me with light machine pistol and rifle. I spilled air out of my chute
and luckily enough I reached the ground without being hit. I was cap-
tured immediately on reaching the ground.

Another missing aircraft was captained by F/O A. M.
Roy of the Moose Squadron. His crew was made up of F/O



40 THE R.C.A.F. OVERSEAS

J. N. R. Therreault, WOs L. C. LeVasseur and R. H. Bo-
wen, FSs H. Sigal and R. G. Manwell and Sgt. G. Adams
(R.A.F.). Roy was captured by the enemy and, after his re-
lease, stated that while his aircraft was on the bombing run,
flak damaged the starboard wing, knocked out two engines
and holed a petrol tank which caught fire. He ordered the
crew to bale out but the aircraft exploded immediately af-
terwards and, though knocked unconscious, he was blown
clear. Coming to at about 6000 feet, he pulled the rip-cord
of his ‘chute, floated to ground and was immediately cap-
tured by flak gunners. He was the only survivor from the
crew.

A fourth bomber, piloted by P/O F. K. Augusta of the
Bisons, was hit by heavy flak en route to the target and the
starboard mainplane began to burn. Augusta flew the blaz-
ing Hally to Allied territory near Brussels and the whole
crew baled out safely.

On the second raid a veteran air gunner, Sgt. T. R.
Munro, was reported missing with a new crew captained by
F/O C. T. L. Pidcock. Five of the crew who evaded capture
stated that they also were hit by flak immediately after
bombing and that the starboard outer engine caught fire.
After vainly trying to extinguish the fire and feather the en-
gine, the pilot set course for Holland and gave orders to the
crew to bale out when the navigator said they should be
over friendly territory. Pidcock and FS F. P. Cartan unfor-
tunately were killed.

F/L A. F. Childs of the Bisons won his D.F.C. on the
daylight raid. Twenty minutes before reaching the target the
port inner engine failed, but rather than turn back he pressed
on to the objective with only three engines, dropped his
bombs, then-skilfully nursed the aircraft back to England.
The Duisburg raids were also cited when F/Os J. W. R. G.
Sicotte, C. A. J. Dionne and V. E. Brimicombe of the Alou-
ettes, H. Knobovitch of the Swordfish, and P/O R. G. Mans-
field of the Moose Squadron were awarded their D.F.Cs.
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Wilhelmshaven was the target on the night of the
15th/16th when a force of 500 bombers, including 130 from
the R.C.A.F. Group and 15 from the Canadian Pathfinder
Squadron, attacked the great naval base in conditions of
thin 10/10ths cloud, with tops at 18,000 to 20,000 feet.
Visibility was poor, but it was possible for crews to identify
the ground markers which were accurately placed around
the aiming point. Decoys drew some bombing to the west-
ern side of the city but later in the attack a good concentra-
tion developed in the town area with numerous fires taking
hold; one large explosion was reported. Flak was moderate
in intensity with a few ineffective searchlights. Some fight-
ers were seen and two combats took place though no claims
were made.

Damage to the town was heavy and evenly distributed
through the built-up areas. At least twelve buildings of the
Marine Werft shipbuilding yards (a high priority target)
were severely damaged, including the boiler shops, the
smithy and joinery shops and the engine-fitting shop. De-
struction to residential property was wide-spread and se-
vere, particularly in the centre of the town; and public
buildings, including the main passenger station and public
utilities, were affected. Many unidentified commercial and
industrial premises were gutted or damaged.

The Goose Squadron aircraft piloted by F/L F. L. Smart
did not return from this operation. His crew consisted of
F/Os J. J. Wolfe, D. L. Brewer, a wireless operator air gun-
ner of long experience, R. A. Roman, Sgts. D. S. Davies, L.
J. Dupont and D. E. Morris (R.A.F.). All except .the navi-
gator, F/O Wolfe, were made prisoners of war and the story
which they told on release is a fine example of the courage
and determination with which Canadian crews carried out
their duties.

The pilot stated that about halfway over the North Sea
they encountered low cloud and from then on had very poor
weather. Climbing to bombing height, they picked up ice.
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Being early Smart started to climb slowly to lose a few
minutes. At about the same time predicted flak began to
reach for them but it was at first quite far below in the
cloud. Finally one burst reached their height, throwing the
aircraft on its side and knocking the ailerons out of control.
As they were falling the pilot gave orders over the intercom
to get ready to bale out. By the time he got control of the
aircraft they had lost a couple of thousand feet. The crew
returned to stations and, as Smart could see the target
through breaks in the cloud, he started on the bombing run
but found he could not get the aircraft to turn fast enough
with rudder alone and that flak was being predicted on
them again. He said he more or less expected the last burst,
which hit the aircraft in the rear, knocking the tail up. As
they headed straight for the ground he gave orders to bale
out, at the same time trying to regain control of the aircraft.
The control column was useless so he put all four engines
at full power with no effect. Before the bomb aimer went
out he asked if he should jettison the load but Smart for-
bade this as the bombs would destroy the aircraft when it
crashed. With the airspeed around 350 he then attempted to
get out. His ’chute pack was stuck and he found it hard to
get out of his seat. Before he jumped he looked up the fuse-
lage to see if the gunners had gone but it was too dark to
see anything. The bomb aimer, flight engineer and the
navigator had left through the front hatch and as the W/Op
turned to go he was forced onto the floor by gravity with
the pilot on top of him. The pilot finally fell out of the
hatch, but the wireless operator had caught his foot and was
hanging out with his head banging against the underside of
the aircraft. The latter finally freed himself by opening his
chute but his right arm was dislocated as he was pulled
clear. He landed, buried his chute, mae west and harness
and evaded for three days before he was captured. The mid-
upper gunner went out of the rear hatch, floated across the
target area and landed in shallow water in the North Sea.
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He was shown up by a searchlight and captured by its crew
when he walked ashore. The rear gunner also got caught in
his turret as he baled out and had to free himself by opening
his chute. He landed on the roof of a building when his
parachute caught on a chimney.

The Iroquois and Leasides each lost a crew over Wil-
hemshaven: F/Os A. M. Park, W. H. Sanders and J. G.
Hagell, FSs S. Mara, D. H. Proudfoot and W. G. Mann and
Sgt. T. H. Oldroyd (R.A.F.); F/L D. W. Speller, F/Os T. F.
Fisher and G. L. Gilbert, and Sgts. J. D. Hogg, K. E. Odo-
bas, G. T. Cook and C. Moss (R.A.F.).

P/O G. W. A. Pearce of the Ghost Squadron was
awarded a D.F.C. for his work on this raid. The citation
read:

In spite of considerable anti-aircraft opposition, this resolute pilot
remained over the target for a protracted period to press home a vigor-
ous and successful attack. Pilot Officer Pearce has completed numerous
bombing missions and has set a fine example of courage and resolution
throughout.

It was four nights before the Canadian bombers were
airborne again, when they had a small share in the second
of two attacks, totaling 580 aircraft, on Stuttgart. Both op-
erations, which took place within four hours of each other,
were carried out in conditions of 10/10ths cloud and,
though assessment was difficult, the second wave could see
the glow of fires 60 miles before reaching their objective.
The majority of our crews bombed on the glow of markers
and a fair concentration appeared to have been achieved.
Flak defences were slight to moderate and, though fighters
were seen in the target area, there were no combats or
claims by our aircraft all of which returned.

Damage to Stuttgart was general, though not particu-
larly severe, with the heaviest concentration in the Ostheim
and Bad Canstatt districts and lesser areas in Feuerbach -
and Zuffenhausen. The Robert Bosch Works, a most impor-
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tant target, suffered further serious damage to the power
station, foundry and one large building, while minor dam-
age was general throughout the whole establishment. The
Sud-deutsche Kiihlerfabrik, makers of radiators for aircraft
and tanks, and only slightly less important than the Bosch
concern, was destroyed by direct hits. Other industries were
damaged to a lesser degree.

Transportation facilities were hit, eight tracks of the
sidings east of the main station were rendered unservice-
able by craters, while derailed and burnt-out wagons
blocked almost every line. The main goods station was
equally unlucky as were the locomotive depot in the Eh-
mannstrasse and the station in Bad Canstatt. Infantry bar-
racks were also hit.

It was a different story on the next pair of raids, when
over 1000 Lancasters and Halifaxes were sent to attack Es-
sen on the night of the 23rd/24th and 770 in the daylight op-
eration which followed on the 25th. Canadian squadrons
despatched 287 aircraft, including some Pathfinders, on the
first attack and 46 on the second. Cloud below 10,000 feet
completely obscured the target during the heavy night attack,
but crews bombed on sky markers which were well main-
tained during the bombing period. A strong red glow under
the clouds increased as the raid progressed. Sky marking was
also employed for the daylight attack, owing to the presence
of cloud. However, some crews were able to identify ground
detail through a break and confirmed that marking of the
aiming point was accurate. Large explosions were reported
and a good fire area was established. Flak was moderate and
fighters were in action but again losses were amazingly low,
being eight tenths of one per cent. on the night operation and
less than one half of one per cent. on the day attack. It
seemed evident that the enemy had not been able to improve
his means of early warning; and, what was more to be won-
dered at, once warning had been obtained, he failed to make
good use of it.
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Apart from the leading role played by the huge Krupp
Works in the manufacture of finished weapons such as
tanks, armoured cars, artillery tractors, heavy guns, torpedo
tubes, bombs, etc., they turned out a large range of special
components and semi-finished products on which a great
number of other manufacturers depended. Thus the output
of Krupps was of vital importance to the enemy’s war in-
dustry as a whole and, whenever possible, work had been
resumed in the buildings damaged in 1943 and again in
March and April 1944. In the five months following the last
of these attacks a very considerable amount of repair work
had been undertaken, almost every building in the huge
works receiving attention.

Photographs taken after the two attacks in October re-
vealed widespread and severe destruction. Nearly two hun-
dred buildings in the Krupp works were damaged and two
of the largest buildings—more than 140,000 square yards in
area—were virtually destroyed. At least thirteen other facto-
ries in the city, two gas works, two power stations, a tram-
way depot and four railway stations were hit; business and
residential property was again widely devastated. The true
impact of this damage can only be understood when it is
realized that the heavy engineering and armaments sections
of the Krupp Works at Essen alone employed over 75,000
people.

“The fact remains,” lamented Essen’s National Zeitung
a week later, “that life in the ruined Rhine and Ruhr towns
is becoming increasingly difficult. Today it resembles the
front.... Things, which are a matter of course elsewhere,
constitute a problem here: water, electricity and gas supply.
Food supply demands the utmost effort on the part of all
concerned when communications are interrupted, stores
destroyed, streets torn up by bomb craters.... If we predict
that the difficulties will further increase and may reach a
stage when compensation is no longer possible, we do not
deserve to be reproached with pessimism, for we are
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merely following the logic of events. We do not know
when our leaders will be able to use a new means to give
the war a different turn and therefore we must be prepared
for the fact that we shall be compelled to endure....”

An experienced crew from the Moose Squadron, led by
S/L W. C. McGuffin, D.F,C., did not return from the first
raid. McGuffin, who was on the fourteenth sortie of his
second tour, had F/Os R. Molloy and J. Futoranski, FSs R.
C. Schlievert, R. T. Neville and E. Neufeld and Sgt. J. Mal-
labone (R.A.F.) in his crew. F/O D. C. Pole, an experienced
navigator, was lost when the Bison Squadron aircraft skip-
pered by F/O N. C. Muir was posted missing. The other
members of the crew were FSs L. J. Innes, P. J. F. Mitchell,
G. T. Hallarn and L. J. Moore and Sgt. J. M. Wemyss
(R.A.F.). On the second’ attack a Ghost Squadron aircraft
piloted by F/O F. S. Raftery was also lost. Sgt. R. W. S.
Gray, the rear gunner, who was made a prisoner of war,
stated that, immediately after bombing, his turret was hit by
flak and blown off the aircraft. He was wounded and badly
shaken by the explosion but remembers tearing a damaged
door off his .turret, leaning back and falling out. He drifted
down on his parachute into a field just outside Essen and
was picked up immediately on landing. He was the only
survivor of the crew which included in addition to Raftery,
F/Os H. Wright and H. A. Armstrong, FS 1. V. Bartlemay,
Sgts. L. E. Toneri and R. C. Knight.

D.F.Cs. were awarded to F/O J. T. Barlow of the Bison
Squadron and P/O A. C. Stepenoff of the Alouettes for their
share in the night’s operations.

Although the Canadian Group did supply aircraft to the
attack on Essen on the 25th, the main strength of the
R.C.AF. was directed that day against the Homberg-
Meerbeck Synthetic Oil Plant, when the Canadian squad-
rons put up 199 Halifaxes and 16 Lancasters out of a total
force of 243 heavies. The attack was made from above
thick 10/10ths cloud and crews had to depend on sky mark-
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ing for bombing. The markers, though plentiful, were very
difficult to see and scattered over a considerable area and as
the operation progressed the Master Bomber ordered crews
to bomb on dead reckoning owing to lack of visible flares.
An accurate attack on such a small target was not possible
under these conditions and little fresh damage was inflicted
though scattered hits were obtained on the plant and the
railway tracks were cut. No enemy aircraft were seen,
moderate heavy flak being the only defence offered. All our
aircraft returned.

F/L D. A. Brown of the Goose Squadron was awarded a
D.F.C. for his share in this attack. The citation stated that
one engine of his aircraft was rendered unserviceable, a
propeller also sheared off and fire broke out. The target,
however, was successfully bombed. As the aircraft was
very difficult to control on the return flight Brown ordered
his crew to leave by parachute when back over England and
succeeded in executing a masterly landing by himself. F/L
V. R. Glover of the Snowy Owls also won his D.F.C. on
this operation.

The month closed for the Canadian heavies with a dou-
ble attack on Cologne, by day on the 28th and by night on
the 30th/31st. Bomber Command staged a third raid on the
same target on the last night of the month but the R.C.A.F.
Group did not participate, although the Canadian Pathfinder
Squadron supplied nine aircraft.

The first attack was made by 730 aircraft, 230 of which
were despatched by the Canadian Group. Visibility was
good at the start of the attack but clouds gathered as bomb-
ing progressed and the Pathfinders had to resort to sky-
marking. However, a concentrated attack developed and
many fires were soon raging through the target area. De-
fences were accurate with moderate heavy flak, but no en-
emy aircraft were seen. One R.C.A.F. aircraft failed to re-
turn. It was the Moose Lanc “L-London”, a veteran of 52
sorties, with a new crew, F/Os A. N. Nelligan, J. R. Ficht-
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ner and J. A. Nafziger, FS W. H. Herman, and Sgts. W. E.
Hawkings (R.A.F.), E. R. Smith and B. E. Greenhalgh.

Even in the already heavily damaged city of Cologne
our bombers found new spots at which to strike. This raid
fell most heavily on the industrial district of Mulheim,
which was almost completely destroyed, with fires still rag-
ing nineteen hours later. The area of devastation ran south
to Deutz and involved several high priority factories, in-
cluding a chemical factory and plants producing combus-
tion engines, railway wagons and mine apparatus; steel
plant equipment was also damaged. Sulz in the south also
suffered, though not so heavily. The Eifeltor marshalling
yards had the main building gutted, a large number of
tracks cut and many wagons damaged or destroyed.

The second attack by over 900 aircraft, including 250
from the R.C.A.F. squadrons, was carried out without loss
through 10/10ths cloud which hampered the enemy de-
fences. An excellent concentration of sky marking was
achieved and, although cloud cover prevented precise as-
sessment, the red glow of fires indicated that the attack was
proceeding satisfactorily. The Ehrenfeld district was the
victim of this raid as well as that by the R.A.F. on the fol-
lowing night, with the industrial and residential areas very
severely damaged and the railway station badly smashed.

“It has been a hard blow,” declared the Kolnische Zei-
tung, “full of chaos and bitterness. Not only defiance, but
also sobbing, not only defence, but also complaints have
been heard in the collapsing town. Districts of the city have
sunk like islands in a natural catastrophe and Cologne has
acquired new areas of silence and death. By day and night
the enemy continuously spreads destruction over us. He has
deprived us of gas, water and communication. Bread has
become increasingly scarce and a helping of soup is re-
garded as a gift from heaven. . ..”

To appreciate the cumulative effect on the German war
effort of these attacks, it is necessary to remember that this
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widely devastated city ranks second in the Reich in terms
of area and, with nearly three-quarters of a million inhabi-
tants, third in size in population. It is, in fact, only slightly
smaller than Birmingham, the second largest English city.
F/O David Bell of the Bison Squadron, who was later
reported missing, won his D.F.C. on the daylight attack.

It was his first mission as captain. On the bombing run consider-
able anti-aircraft fire was encountered and the aircraft was hit. The
flight engineer was wounded. Flying Officer Bell promptly directed
another member of the crew to render first aid to his injured comrade.
Almost as the bombs were released, the aircraft was again hit. The port
aileron had broken in half and it became exceedingly difficult to keep
the aircraft on an even keel, but, displaying the greatest determination,
Flying Officer Bell flew the badly damaged aircraft to the nearest
available airfield in this country where he effected a masterly landing.
This officer displayed great tenacity and devotion to duty in trying,
circumstances.

These attacks were also cited when awards of the D.F.C.
were made to F/L D. C. Henrickson of the Bisons, F/O P.
H. Legault of the Alouettes and F/O W. H. K. MacDonald
of the Snowy Owls.

Mines were laid on six nights during the month. The
major part of the mine-laying at that time was being carried
out in the Kattegat and Skagerrak and considerable disloca-
tion was caused to the enemy’s attempts to transport troops
and material from Finland and Norway to the European
fronts. From time to time various ports had to be closed for
sweeping by the enemy and sailings were postponed. For
example, the important port of Oslo was rendered practi-
cally useless for a period of seven weeks as a result of 49
mining sorties on five nights in September and October.
There was also a rich harvest of ships sunk and damaged.

It may be of interest to note that, according to a Minis-
try of Economic Warfare estimate, imports and exports ur-
gently required for the German military and economic pro-
gramme were six and a quarter million tons (approx. 25%)
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in arrears in the first eight months of 1944; and of these ar-
rears, at least four million tons were attributable to delays
caused by sea-mining. So that even if the immediate effect
of a mine-laying operation was not as obvious and spec-
tacular as that of a bombing raid, its invisible results were
just as far-reaching.

It must not be assumed, either, that all mine-laying sor-
ties were quiet and safe trips over empty stretches of water.
The two following incidents prove that “gardening”, as it
was referred to in code, had its exciting and dangerous
moments.

P/O J. M. Cochrane was the mid-upper gunner of a Por-
cupine aircraft, flown by F/O W. T. G. Watson, which was
detailed for a minelaying mission off Heligoland. When
leaving the target area the aircraft was struck by a burst of
machine-gun fire from an enemy fighter. Much damage
was sustained and the rear gunner, P/O J. Zareikin, was
killed. All the aileron controls were severed and evading
action could not be taken as the fighter closed in for a sec-
ond attack. Despite this, P/O Cochrane withheld his fire
until the attacker came to close range. Then, with a well-
placed burst of fire, he shot the enemy aircraft down. He
was awarded the D.F.C.

S/L A.. E. Fentiman of the Tiger Squadron was also
decorated for his leadership and determination as a bomber
and “gardener”. The citation read:

In October 1944, he was detailed to participate in a mine-laying
mission. Shortly after leaving base Squadron Leader Fentiman encoun-
tered adverse weather. Dense cloud with extreme icing prevailed, pre-
venting the normal manipulation of the controls. Despite this handicap
this officer pressed on and released his mines. Squadron Leader Fenti-
man’s initiative and exceptional airmanship coupled with his coolness
and courage in the face of danger have always been most praiseworthy.

Two mine-laying aircraft were lost in October. On the
night of the 4th/5th an experienced crew of the Lion Squad-
ron did not return: S/LL W. R. Mosely-Williams, F/Os P. F.
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C. Haydock and J. L. Dougan, P/Os M. Gravel, J. S. Wil-
liamson and J. G. Curle and Sgt. R. Thew (R.A.F.). Eleven
nights later another experienced crew led by F/L R. D.
Guild of the Tiger Squadron was posted missing. Other
members were F/L J. G. Lee, whose D.F.C. was gazetted a
few days later, F/Os V. L. Riley, J. P. Grace, W. E. Jory
and H. J. Loughran and P/O N. A. Smith.

A number of squadrons changed commanding officers
during the month. W/C F. W. Ball replaced W/C J. H. L.
Lecomte, D.F.C., of the Swordfish; W/C G. J. J. Edwards
took over the Snowy Owls from W/C A. G. McKenna,
D.F.C.; W/C A. F. Avant, D.F.C., was succeeded by W/C
R. L. Bolduc in the Bison Squadron; while W/C J. F.
Easton, D.F.C., became C.O. of the Goose Squadron vice
W/C A. R. McLernon, D.F.C., and W/C C. C. W. Marshall
assumed command of the Tigers when W/C G. A. Roy,
D.F.C., was posted missing. The Vancouvers also received
a new commander in G/C W. F. M. Newson, D.F.C. and
Bar, who took over from W/C H. A. Morrison.

Three C.Os. were decorated with D.F.Cs. during the
month, W/Cs Lecomte of the Swordfish, McKenna of the
Snowy Owls and A. J. Lewington of the Porcupines.

November 1944

Lists of damaged factories and charts of built-up areas
destroyed provided a grim, though incomplete, picture of
the effect of our bomber operations. Intelligence sources,
however, yielded occasional glimpses of what they really
meant to the Germans. From these sources it was learned,
for instance, that by the beginning of November material
despatched by rail under urgent priority over relatively
short distances did not arrive at its destination for two
months, and individual factories were compelled to close as
a result of failure of the supply system. Postal services in
the Ruhr and other areas were seriously disorganized, let-
ters taking ten days to reach the Ruhr from Central Ger-
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many. By this time war workers were being withdrawn
from damaged factories for service with the Wehrmacht.
One striking example of the direct effect of bombing on the
output of war material was provided in a reliable report that
the Germans had planned to use their new high-speed U-
boats in October, but that production was delayed owing to
damage caused to component parts, both under construction
and in transit. There were factories engaged in making
various components for U-boats in twenty-one of the inland
industrial centres seriously damaged by Bomber Command
during 1944.

Other valuable sources of information were the reports
appearing from time to time in the newspapers of neutral
countries. A graphic account of the effect of air attacks on
Western Germany appeared in the Stockholm-Tidningen of
November 10th:

The experience of the population of this part of Germany forms
one of the most terrible dramas ever staged in the world theatre. Life in
the bombed towns and industrial districts grows worse every month and
every week. The population did not want to evacuate, and the able-
bodied people were not allowed to evacuate but had to stay at their
places of work. There is no water, gas or light everything has been de-
stroyed by bombing. Communications are broken and the supply ser-
vices encounter immense difficulties. Stores are bombed and burnt to
ashes, and streets and roads are continually being ploughed up by fresh
bombs. The authorities have had to make the greatest effort to save the
population from the threat of starvation. Only the bare essentials of
public life can be maintained. It is already realized in Germany that
things will become even worse. Even now the population can barely
keep alive. The air raid shelters are only large enough for the women
and children, so the men have to stand outside. This state of affairs
cannot go on, and a large scale evacuation will now be begun. So many
people have now been evacuated from various parts of Germany that it
will be difficult to find room for the additional thousands who are ex-
pected, from Western Germany.

According to an account by a German soldier who was on
leave in Cologne at the end of October, out of a normal
population of 800,000, there were some 250,000 remaining
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on October 25th, but in the raid on the night of October
30th the town “received its death blow”. General evacua-
tion began the next morning and at the end of about a week
only some 20,000 people remained, all of them workers or
municipal employees, whose families had left.

In November, while Allied armies massed on both the
east and west frontiers of Germany, a Swedish correspon-
dent in Berlin observed that,

The almost daily commentaries devoted to the air war are in them-
selves proof that the bombing is still regarded as perhaps Germany’s
most serious military problem.

Evidence that the armed forces had lost their popularity
in Germany had been accumulating for some time and there
were indications that the people of Cologne had grown in-
creasingly rebellious as the war had come nearer to the city.
In a letter dated September 3rd a German woman wrote:

I had a letter from Horst today. They had air raid alarms on their
way, in Stuttgart and Cologne. He stayed at a soldiers’ hostel in Co-
logne for the night. In the evening they went sight-seeing round the
town with three comrades and a soldier. When they were standing be-
fore the Cathedral they were hooted at by a mob of people because they
were in uniform. Can such things happen in Cologne? It is a shame to
think that such a war can bring about things like this.

The above incidents give some idea of the chaos which
existed in Germany at that time as the result of bombing
and indicated that the unstable foundations of the Third
Reich were crumbling and that it would not be long before
it crashed in ruins.

As Bomber Command continued its onslaught against
the Rhineland and the Ruhr, the Canadian Group made nine
major raids in November. Seven of the targets, Oberhausen,
Diisseldorf, Bochum, Gelsenkirchen, Castrop-Rauxel,
Neuss and Duisburg, lay within a radius of twenty miles,
while the other two, Munster and Jiilich, were only thirty
miles outside that radius. Munster, to the north, owed its
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importance to the fact that it was a railway outlet from the
Ruhr, while Jiilich was attacked on a tactical raid in support
of the Army. In addition to supplying Pathfinder aircraft to
all the major R.C.A.F. operations except one, the Vancou-
ver Squadron participated in seven raids in which the
Group did not share. The objectives were Wanne-Eickel on
the 9th and 18th, Dortmund on the 11th, Coblenz on the
10th, Worms and Aschaffenburg on the following night and
Freiburg on the 27th.

Operations were affected by the inevitable handicaps of
winter, in particular cloud cover over targets. Casualties
were rather higher than in the previous ‘months. For the
first time since the G.A.F. was forced to retreat from its
bases in France and Belgium, night fighters appeared to
have received sufficiently early warning of the approach of
Allied aircraft to enable them to intercept the bomber
stream. During the nights of the 1st/2nd, 2nd/3rd, and
4th/5th some 100/150 enemy aircraft reacted to the raids on
Oberhausen, Diisseldorf and Bochum and, although these
forces did not represent a maximum effort, they were nev-
ertheless rather more successful than they had been of late.
This activity dwindled away, however, and at the end of the
month our attacks were almost unopposed. Seventeen of
the 25 Canadian heavy bombers missing during November
were lost on the three raids mentioned.

The first attack, on Oberhausen on the night of the
Ist/2nd, was carried out by 250 heavies of the R.C.AF.
Group, accompanied by 38 Pathfinders. Icing occurred all
the way to the target and, although the attack was made in
good visibility through gaps in thin cloud, only light and
scattered damage was inflicted throughout the town area.
However, results were more serious in the important Gute-
hoffnungshiitte Oberhausen iron and steel works, where
heavy damage was seen in the Siemens-Martin steel shops
and the rolling mills, as well as the gas producers and blower
house. The Concordia Bergbau coking plant also suffered.
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The enemy directed four Gruppen of night fighters into
the Ruhr area. They arrived too late to intercept the bomb-
ers before the attack began, but large forces intercepted the
heavies between the Ruhr and Venlo (Holland) on the
homeward route and six of our aircraft were lost, at least
three of which were attributed to night fighters. Veteran
crews included F/Ls M. J. Dugas and H. J. Goodwin,
D.F.C., D.FM. (R.AF.), F/O J. E. St. Arnaud, P/O J. P.
Crispin, WO J. A. Ranger, FSs J. W. Savoie, F. G. Hull and
J. S. Federico of the Alouettes with FS J. A. M. R. Carrier,
flying as second pilot; F/O D. D. Connor, P/Os J. B. Ogg
and R. C. Joiner, WOs G. W. Leppington, J. T. Patterson
and R. B. Page and Sgt. J. M. Campbell of the Iroquois
Squadron which was operating for the first time on Lancs
after converting from Hallies. Dugas, Goodwin, St. Arnaud,
Crispin, Ranger, Federico, Hull, Carrier, Ogg, Patterson,
Leppington and Page of these crews were taken prisoner.
Sgt. Campbell landed in Holland, successfully evaded cap-
ture and returned safely to England. When released in the
spring of 1945 F/L Dugas stated that his Halifax had been
shot down by flak immediately after bombing. P/O Ogg,
navigator of F/O Connor’s aircraft, reported that they were
attacked .by a night fighter on the second leg of the home-
ward trip. The port engine and wing caught fire and, after
trying for several minutes to put it out, the pilot gave the
emergency jump order.

The Thunderbirds lost two crews. In one P/O R. S.
Goreham and Sgt. W. E. Morrison were the only survivors;
FSs E. E. Courtis and A. C. McLeod, and Sgts. J. F. G.
Weedon, A. G. Balfour and R. Charlton (R.A.F.) were lost,
as were all the members of a freshman crew which included
F/Os W. F. Anderson and G. J. Mullin, FSs C. C. Goble, L.
G. Griffith and J. A. McLea, and Sgts. T. R. Edgell and J.
Langton (both of the R.A.F.). The Tigers also lost a new
crew, P/O A. Jacobs, F/O J. Fraser, FSs W. J. C. Gibson, R.
J. Kay, W. Yunsko and H. W. Botterill and Sgt. G. E.
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Vernon (R.A.F.) . From the crew of the sixth missing
bomber, a Bluenose Halifax, F/O R. J. Halfnight and FS L.
Gobel were taken prisoner, but P/O J. C. Badgley (captain)
and Sgts. R. W. D. Murphy, .D. F. Brown, A. G. Best and
D. Jones (R.A.F.) were lost.

In retaliation, however, our crews destroyed four enemy
aircraft in nine combats, with claims for another probable
and three damaged. The aircraft captained by P/O L. J.
Case of the Goose Squadron was attacked by four enemy
aircraft in succession as it was on the homeward journey
and his gunners, FSs D. Shutka and T. Romanchuk, scored
a double by destroying two Me. 210s, one in flames. Both
were awarded the D.F.M. These two keen-eyed and in-
trepid gunners had a very successful month, sharing in the
destruction of another single-engined enemy aircraft and
probably destroying a Ju.88, on later raids, in addition to
the two Me.210s. FS W. E. P. Thompson and Sgt. J. H.
Waugh, in a Snowy Owl aircraft skippered by F/L J. S.
Sefton, shot down an Me.109 which hit the ground and ex-
ploded; while F/O R. G. Herbert, air bomber for F/O C. B.
Gray of the Bisons, accomplished an unusual feat by shoot-
ing down an FW.190 with his front gun. The rear gunner
saw it catch fire, lose height and crash on the ground. These
successes were quoted when Waugh was later awarded the
D.F.M., Herbert the D.F.C. and Thompson, who had been
commissioned, the D.F.C. also.

Gongs were awarded also to crew members of two
bombers each of which had a very shaky do. F/Os R. L.
Cox and L. W. Sitlington and FS R. A. Toane of the Moose
Squadron received D.F.Cs. and the D.F.M. respectively for
an incident described as follows:

These officers and this airman were pilot, wireless operator and
rear gunner respectively of an aircraft detailed to attack Oberhausen
one night in November, 1944. The target was successfully bombed but,
soon after leaving the area, the aircraft, was hit by a hail of bullets from
an enemy fighter. Both inner engines were put out of action. The inter-
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communication and hydraulic systems were rendered unserviceable.
Flying Officer Sitlington was wounded in the face and arm and Flight
Sergeant Toane was injured in the face, the arms and leg. The enemy
aircraft again came in with guns blazing. The bomber sustained further
damage and went into a spiral dive but Flying Officer Cox succeeded in
levelling out after considerable height had been lost. Meanwhile Flying
Officer Sitlington had shown the greatest coolness and determination in
successfully extinguishing a fire which had broken out in his cabin.
Flight Sergeant Toane had also proved his courage and resolution.
Blood streamed down his face, and, though almost blinded by it, he had
remained in his turret to fire his guns at the attacker. Throughout the
flight, Flying Officer Cox displayed great skill and coolness and he
afterwards flew the severely damaged aircraft to the first available air-
field. Here, he effected a successful crash landing.

The aircraft was thoroughly riddled, a complete wreck. The
navigator, F/O S. B. Lindsay, also received the D.F.C. In
the attack by the FW.190 he was hit on the back and his
face was badly lacerated by fragments of shrapnel.

A fire had started in his compartment but he was able to quell it by
means of an extinguisher. He afterwards put out another fire which had
started in the root of the starboard wing. In so doing his hands were
badly burned. Soon afterwards, Flying Officer Lindsay fainted through
shock. He soon revived when his injuries had been attended to and re-
sumed his duties. Much of his equipment had been destroyed in the
fight. Nevertheless, he navigated the aircraft to base.

WO C. Ferris of the Bluenose Squadron was also
awarded the D.F.C. and his bomb-aimer, Sgt. C. A. Barber,
the D.F.M. Antiaircraft opposition was encountered by
their aircraft during the approach to the target area. The
wireless operator (WO S. D. Martin) was killed and the
bomb-aimer, flight engineer and navigator were wounded.
Despite these harassing circumstances Ferris, as pilot and
captain of the aircraft, pressed home the attack and Barber,
although he had been severely wounded in the head and
some of his equipment was damaged, dropped his bombs
on the target.

This operation was mentioned when P/Os J. P. E. Bar-
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beau and R. E. Shields of the Alouettes were later deco-
rated with D.F.Cs.

Diisseldorf was the target on the following night (the
2nd/3rd) when the Canadians contributed 220 aircraft from
the Group plus sixteen Vancouver Pathfinders to a force of
990 directed against the leading commercial city of West-
ern Germany which, as the Reich’s third largest inland port,
was also of particular importance as a transportation centre.
In addition, Diisseldorf ranked with Essen and Duisburg in
engineering and as a producer of armaments and was the
site of the administrative departments of practically all the
important iron and steel, heavy engineering, and armament
concerns in the Rhine and Ruhr districts.

The great armada of bombers attacked in good weather,
which allowed the crews to confirm visually the accuracy
of the well concentrated markers and to bomb with preci-
sion. Huge fires took hold, accompanied by several heavy
explosions in the target area which became covered with a
pall of smoke rising to 20,000 feet. Flak batteries, co-
operating with searchlights, produced a barrage over the
target which varied from intense to moderate, deteriorating
as the attack progressed. The enemy obtained early reports
on the bomber stream and used his fighters to make inter-
ceptions over the target and on the homeward course. There
was strenuous fighting through the south-eastern Ruhr de-
fences to Diiren, and past Aachen well into Belgium.

This attack caused damage in an area hitherto less af-
fected than the rest of this very much devastated town. In
the section extending northwards on both sides of the mar-
shalling yards and railway to the suburban districts, many
of the important industrial premises received severe dam-
age and rail communications were disrupted. Two factories
of the Rheinmetall Borsig A.G., armament manufacturers,
suffered heavily while the Mannesmannrbhrenwerke,
manufacturers of incendiary bombs and mines, were largely
devastated as was the plant of J. G. Schwietzke, producer
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of torpedoes and torpedo tubes. Altogether fifty industrial
premises suffered fresh damage as did the Derendorf mar-
shalling yards and a military barracks in the Morsenbroich
district. Despite an extensive programme of reconstruction
undertaken prior to this raid, the ratio of devastation in the
fully built-up area of Diisseldorf now stood at 70 per cent.

Canadian losses, though heavy, were not unduly large,
but several experienced crews were included in the six
missing aircraft. F/O H. Knobovitch of the Swordfish
Squadron was lost with F/Os A. B. Orchard, B. B. Ander-
son, and W. St. C. Huskilson (who was on the last trip of
his first tour), FSs J. R. Harper, C. A. R. Seeley, V. L.
Valde and S. Kirkpatrick. Two of the crew, Seeley and
Kirkpatrick were able to bale out. The Goose Squadron lost
four members of an experienced crew when P/O V. B. Gil-
son, the pilot, F/Os D. A. Staples and L. J. Reaume and FS
A. C. Ineson were killed and P/O D. H. Woodworth and
Sgts. W. G. Sutton and A. Anderson were injured when
their aircraft crashed in Belgium. Sgt. J. D. Griffin, a vet-
eran air gunner, was lost when the Swordfish aircraft pi-
loted by F/O W. H. Regimbai went missing with F/Os R.
H. M. Rose and H. Rabkin, P/O G. J. Zbura, and Sgts. V. E.
Nelson, M. R. Morton and S. O. Spence (R.A.F.).

F/O W. S. P. Bonar was captain of a- Tiger crew com-
posed of P/Os A. J. W. Cayer and J. E. B. A. Cote, FSs J.
A. J. Lambert, A. E. McMullen and A. T. Keeping and Sgt.
W. Galbraith (R.A.F.), which did not return. Three of the
crew, McMullen, Lambert and Cote, baled out and were
made prisoners of war. The following is part of a report
made by McMullen, the mid-upper gunner, when he was
released:

... We were on time when target was sighted and we were just
starting run-up when a Ju. 88. was sighted port beam below by r/gunner
and m/gunner. Corkscrew port was given and pilot did evasive action.
Enemy a/c crossed quite a way directly underneath and disappeared
stbd. down without firing or gunners firing. There was a good moon
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port side and searchlights made visibility quite good. A few minutes
later bullets hit us from underneath and pilot did evasive action then
levelled out and bullets hit us again. M/U turret went u/s after first burst
from enemy aircraft, also call lamp and intercom. The a/c seemed to fly
level enough but port aileron and rudder were missing and getting out
turret I noticed fire inside. I put on my ‘chute as I had seen F/E putting
his on and then started to go forward to see if skipper had given orders
to bale out. I hadn’t gotten to the engineer’s compartment when the a/c
went into a spin and exploded. After I realized I was falling I pulled my
ripcord and chute opened. . . .

A Ghost Squadron aircraft was lost with its crew of F/O
J. Holtze, WO L. J. Ruhl, FSs J. Lupinsky and A. G. Sam-
uel, Sgts. M. Dorrell, J. F. J. Bachant and E. Crossley
(R.A.F.), while a Thunderbird crew captained by F/L C. W.
Boddington also went missing. Four of this latter crew were
made prisoners of war—Boddington, who was wounded,
F/O R. Mitchell, WO R. Y. Hodgson and Sgt. J. J. Lawlor;
the others, F/O R. W. Harrison, FS C. H. F. Campton and
Sgt. E. H. Grundy (R.A.F.) were presumed killed.

R.C.A.F. crews engaged in eleven combats and claimed
one FW.190 destroyed as their share of a total of four Huns
shot down by the whole bomber force. Sgts. J. N. Maguire
and E. P. Gardner, gunners in the Goose Squadron Halifax
flown by F/L H. D. Bracken, put several bursts into the FW
which exploded as it turned away into cloud. This exploit
was mentioned when Maguire, later commissioned, re-
ceived his D.F.C. Another FW.190 and a Ju.88 were also
claimed as damaged by Canadian gunners.

The Thunderbirds won three decorations on this raid
when F/Os C. S. V. Hamilton and R. J. Brodie received
D.F.Cs. and Sgt. T. W. Christie the D.F.M. Hamilton’s cita-
tion is quoted in part below:

While on the bombing run, severe damage was sustained from
anti-aircraft fire and the aircraft became extremely difficult to control.
Despite great difficulties he continued his run and pressed home his
attack. He then flew on to Belgium where he executed a masterly
emergency landing. Flying Officer Hamilton’s tenacity and skilful pilo-
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tage was responsible for the successful completion of this mission and
the safe return of his crew.

That of Brodie and Christie read as follows:

This officer and airman were pilot and rear gunner respectively of
an aircraft detailed to attack Diisseldorf Soon after the target had been
attacked the aircraft was engaged by three enemy fighters. As they
closed in,, Sergeant Christie opened fire. His bullets struck one of the
attackers, causing it to give up the fight. Nevertheless, the other two
fighters attacked with great persistence. Flying Officer Brodie’s aircraft
sustained much damage. Despite this, he manoeuvred with much skill.
Meanwhile, Sergeant Christie used his guns to good effect and the en-
emy aircraft were finally driven off Some time later the bomber sus-
tained further serious damage. Displaying the greatest coolness Flying
Officer Brodie maintained control and effected a successful crash land-
ing on an open patch of ground in friendly territory. He displayed a
high standard of skill, courage and tenacity on this his first sortie as a
captain. Sergeant Christie also proved himself to be a resolute and de-
voted member of the aircraft crew. This was his first operational mis-
sion and his coolness and confidence in such trying circumstances set a
fine example.

F/O J. L. King of the Tigers also won a D.F.C. for a feat
described as follows in his citation:

The target was successfully bombed, but later, on the return flight,
the aircraft was badly hit by an explosive shell which caused a fire in one
of the port wing petrol tanks. Attempts were made to quell the flames but
without much success. Flying Officer King thereupon changed course
and, displaying great determination, reached friendly territory by taking
the shortest possible route. By this time the fire in the petrol tank was
burning fiercely. Flying Officer King ordered his crew to leave the air-
craft by parachute. He himself remained at the controls to keep the air-
craft level whilst his comrades jumped. As they got clear, the burning
tank fell away. Flying Officer King, therefore, remained at the controls
and searched for a likely place to land. Finally, he brought the aircraft
down in a field, aided solely by his landing lights.

F/L R. D. Hemphill of the Alouettes won his D.F.C. for an-
other courageous and determined sortie.

On the outward flight a leak occurred in the oil supply line to the
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starboard inner engine; Flight Lieutenant Hemphill decided to continue
his mission although the target was still far distant. When nearing the
area, the port inner engine exploded and caught fire.. As much oil had
seeped nearby the danger of the fire spreading was great. Sergeant E.
A. McAbendroth worked unremittingly to prevent this, however, and
finally succeeded in extinguishing the flames. Flight Lieutenant Hemp-
hill had held resolutely to his course and, although some height was
lost, went on to execute his bombing attack. The position was now se-
rious. Two engines were out of action, whilst the petrol supply was a
cause for misgiving. Despite this, Flight Lieutenant Hemphill set
course for home. Eventually, an airfield in this country was reached and
a safe landing was effected.

Many other Canadians distinguished themselves during this
attack and D.F.Cs. were awarded to P/O S. E. Morris of the
Swordfish Squadron and F/O T. G. Tustin of the Tigers. A
D.S.O. was also won by F/L G. A. Martin, D.F.C. (R.A.F.)
of the Vancouver Pathfinders, whose pilot, F/O H. A. Han-
nah, was severely wounded by flak and rendered incapable
of flying his aircraft. Martin, the air bomber, took over the
controls and successfully flew the bomber home. Hannah
later died of his wounds.

The next heavy attack was on the night of the 4th/5th
when a force of 750 sought out Bochum, one of Germany’s
chief iron and coal centres, situated in the centre of the
Ruhr, with important marshalling yards and several priority
industrial establishments. The contingent of 220 aircraft
from the Canadian Group and the Vancouver Pathfinder,
Squadron formed a larger percentage than on the Diissel-
dorf operation.

Markers and the main force arrived on time and a con-
centrated attack developed on a tight cluster of target indi-
cators. The whole area was thickly carpeted with incendiar-
ies, resulting in a solid mass of fires with smoke up to
10,000 feet accompanied by several unusually large explo-
sions.

Once again, however, the enemy obtained early knowl-
edge of the direction of attack and for the first time in some
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months intercepted the bomber stream before it reached the
target. Opposition was strong with nine Gruppen of night
fighters up, and combats occurred all the way in from the
Dutch coast, over the target and homewards as far as Bel-
gium. General losses were considerably higher than usual,
though R.C.A.F. losses were slightly lower than on the two
previous raids. We lost five while our bombers claimed one
enemy aircraft destroyed and five damaged, FSs Shutka
and Romanchuk downing a single-engined enemy aircraft
in flames for their third success of the month.

The Tigers lost a crew skippered by F/O L. R. B. Lov-
ing, D.F.C., a second tour pilot. Also in the crew were F/O
A. D. Chapman, P/Os G. A. Running, A. L. Flatt, W. C.
Davidson and J. P. Durkin and Sgt. B. McGarrity (R.A.F.).
The Thunderbird Squadron reported two experienced crews
missing, one being captained by F/O H. W. Elder with F/Os
O. Cook, L. J. Hopper and J. E. Clements, FSs H. M.
Mosley and C. A. Pottage and Sgt. R. Newberry (R.A.F.).
Elder and Mosley were able to bale out of their damaged
aircraft and were captured. Cook was slightly wounded, but
managed to evade and regained our lines; Pottage also was
later reported safe. The other crew, composed of F/Os R. E.
Jones, D. W. Younger, R. W. Bick, FS A. L. Goheen, a
navigator with 21 trips to his credit, FSs N. E. Jennings, E.
H. Hyde and Sgt. R. Hollingrake (R.A.F.), were all made
prisoners of war. On the way out from the target this air-
craft was hit by flak on the port wing root, the controls be-
ing cut and the engine, wing and fuselage set on fire. Jones
got the aircraft under control by using his engines and trim
and ordered the crew to bale out.

Two Halifaxes from the Alouette and Porcupine squad-
rons were also shot down and all members of the crew cap-
tured. F/O D. E. Smith was the Alouette skipper with F/Os
L. S. Jamieson and E. M. Knorr, FSs L. J. Gale and A. R.
Limacher and Sgts. R. E. Ford and W. A. Clowes (R.A.F.).
The Porcupine crew was composed of F/Os R. J. Mount-
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ford, R. M. Madill, H. W. Langlands, WOs 1. H. Jervis and
E. G. Munro, FS J. H. Christie and Sgt. J. S. Bell (R.A.F.).
WO Munro, the mid-upper gunner, stated that after baling
out he landed in woods near an old mill, hid his ‘chute and
started walking west. That night he came to a bridge
crossed by a railway. In the distance he saw a long freight
train heading north and taking two logs from a nearby pile
on the embankment he placed them on the track and de-
railed the train. He kept running and walking, hiding in a
bog in the daytime and travelling at night. Finally on No-
vember 7th he was captured by a German soldier as he was
climbing over a wall in a village and after being taken to
German Military Headquarters near Aachen he was re-
moved to Diisseldorf.

A Goose Squadron aircraft captained by F/O H. D.
Sokoloff was also reported missing but was discovered next
day to have crash-landed at Brussels after it had been se-
verely damaged by fighter attacks. The rear gunner, FS H.
D. Hardy, had unfortunately baled out of his turret over
Germany before the pilot’s order to jump was counter-
manded. He was captured and released in May 1945.

The Alouettes got two D.F.Cs. on this raid, with F/O J.
R. J. M. Desmarais as one of the recipients. His citation
stated:

Whilst over the target the aircraft sustained much damage and one
engine was set on fire. In spite of this, Flying Officer Desmarais
pressed home a most determined attack. The fire in the burning engine
was extinguished but the propeller could not be feathered. Nevertheless
this resolute pilot succeeded in flying his damaged aircraft to base
where he effected a safe landing.

The other gong was won by F/O J. B. MacHale who, de-
spite very serious flak damage to his aircraft before reach-
ing the target area, pressed on, dropped his load and flew
the unwieldy aircraft safely back to base.

F/O C. S. Walker of the Tigers was another D.F.C.
winner for an exploit described in his citation as follows:
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When nearing the target heavy and accurate anti-aircraft fire was
encountered. Nevertheless, Flying Officer Walker pressed home a suc-
cessful attack. Soon after the bombs had been released the aircraft was
hit. The port outer engine was put out of action, the mid-upper and rear
turrets were rendered unserviceable, and the aircraft was holed in more
than 2,000 places by pieces of shrapnel. Despite this, Flying Officer
Walker flew back to base and landed his damaged aircraft safely.

FS D. H. Lanctot of the Moose Squadron won the
D.F.M. for courage and determination when his aircraft
was attacked by two fighters:

During the engagement, Flight Sergeant Lanctot defended his air-
craft well but was wounded in the head and arm. In spite of this he re-
mained in his turret and did not inform anyone of his injuries until the
enemy aircraft had been driven off.

A previous raid on Bochum had produced only moder-
ate damage but more severe results were evident from an
analysis of photographs taken after this attack. They
showed over 90 per cent of the fully built-up areas now de-
stroyed with approximately 85 per cent of the business and
residential sections completely devastated. Eleven plants of
prime importance to the Nazi war effort received injury in
varying degrees. Substantial damage was inflicted on all
four plants of Vereinigte Stahlwerke while other major
producers of railway equipment, pumps and compressors
and motor car bodies suffered heavily. Coal mines and by-
product plants were also hit and the municipal gas works
were virtually destroyed. Transportation services were seri-
ously affected, with the sidings at the main station rendered
completely unserviceable and only two tracks at the pas-
senger station left fit for use.

The R.C.A.F. Group took to the air again on the 6th
when they made a daylight attack on Gelsenkirchen as part
of a force approximately the same size as that which had
gone to Bochum. This town, seven miles north-east of Es-
sen, was noted chiefly for its hydrogenation plants and its
coking industry. Two top priority synthetic oil plants and
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two very important power stations lay within the bounda-
ries of the district. Other industries included the manufac-
ture of iron and steel goods and sulphuric acid.

The attackers, accompanied by a fighter cover of Mus-
tangs and Spitfires, swept along over 10/10ths cloud from
the Dutch coast in a very high tail wind. Cloud thinned out
as they approached the target area and they found gaps
which enabled them to identify the aiming point and check
the accuracy of the markers. Early bombing was concen-
trated and soon there was a heavy black pall rising above
the cloud tops at 10,000 feet. When smoke and dust ob-
scured the target indicators, the Master Bomber instructed
crews to attack any targets of opportunity that were visible
in the area. The bombing of the town itself caused intense
fires north and south of the Central Station marshalling
yard and in the vicinity of the Hessler district. South of the
Industrie Hafen, the steel casting works of Vereinigte
Stahlwerke were damaged by fire.

Defences were formidable on the route through the
Ruhr with very accurate heavy flak, but at the target anti-
aircraft fire was only moderate and this time losses were
lighter, only two Canadian aircraft failing to return. One of
these carried a veteran Goose Squadron crew composed of
F/Os J. C. Kellond, K. I. Durk and W. A. Gillmeister, FSs
T. G. McLeod and D. M. Davies and Sgts. R. C. Robinson
and W. A. Woods, all of whom were taken prisoner. When
released Kellond reported:

Perfect trip to the moment we were hit. Flak burst under a/c re-
sulted in controls being hit somewhere at a vital point. No visible dam-
age could be seen by the gunners. The flak came from the front lines
which at the time were west of the Rhine River. It was a clear day with
about 1/10th cloud. I gave orders for the bombs to be released immedi-
ately a/c was found to be out of control. Second flak burst came before
bombs were gone but outside of causing a/c to rock no one was hurt.
Crew were then told to bale out and they carried this out in perfect or-
der. I managed to keep a/c straight and level until all the boys had made
their jump. With throttles completely back a/c would not drop its nose
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and it finally stalled and went into a spin. From that point on things are
not too clear as I had no time to waste in getting out.

The other aircraft, from the Leaside Squadron, was
manned by F/Os F. H. Eilertson, F. I. Morrissey, L. J. Hos-
sie, FSs C. D. MacDonald, T. J. McAran, N. E. Stuttle and
Sgt. C. Vaughan (R.A.F.). All except Stuttle and McAran
were made prisoners of war, so the fatal losses on this op-
eration were two members of one crew.

For the next ten days adverse weather interrupted op-
erations by the Canadian squadrons except for Vancouver
Pathfinder contributions to raids on Wanne-Eickel on the
9th and Dortmund on the night of the 11th/12th and one
mine-laying operation undertaken by the Group on the
same night. Like October, November was very wet and
stormy over the British Isles and Western Europe and there
was almost continuous cloud over N.W. Germany through-
out the month, frequently with thick frontal cloud or heavy
cumulo-nimbus, resulting in severe icing conditions. A
fundamental difficulty of operational planning in Western
Europe was that many times when weather conditions at
targets were good, bases were bad and when bases were
good, targets were bad.

Immediately after the fall of Walcheren Island on No-
vember 10th, all groups of Bomber Command were required
to stand by to support an offensive by the U.S. Armies
against strongly established enemy positions on the line of
the River Roer covering the approaches to the Cologne plain.
The fortified towns of Diiren, Julich and Heinsberg, situated
on the Roer, were allocated for attack by Bomber Command
and on November 16th they received a total of 5,689 tons
dropped by nearly 1200 aircraft. The targets were clear of
cloud and all three attacks were completed successfully. Re-
connaissance showed exceptional concentrations of bomb-
craters and, though it had been intended to repeat attacks on
Diiren and lJiilich, destruction was on such a scale that the
Army stated that no further attacks were required.
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The R.C.A.F. Group supplied over 200 aircraft to the
force of 500 which bombed Jiilich with such outstanding
results. This attack, owing to the proximity of our forward
troops, had to be carefully planned and executed, and was
carried out in daylight at 1530 hours. The route was cov-
ered by cloud, which mostly disappeared before the target
was reached, where visibility was excellent with markers
concentrated and accurately placed. Well directed by the
Master Bomber, the Lancs and Hallies swept in and
bombed with precision, even after the aiming points were
obscured by smoke which rose to 8,000 feet. There was no
enemy fighter opposition, flak was moderate over the target
and all aircraft returned safely. Destruction was complete:
the entire built-up area was wiped out and the road bridge
across the Roer destroyed. The town was nothing more than
an unrecognizable heap of rubble, with a cratered area ex-
tending beyond it on all sides.

This attack was mentioned when W/C V. F. Ganderton,
D.F.C. of the Lions was subsequently awarded the D.S.O.
WO D. L. H. Murray, later commissioned, was also deco-
rated with the D.F.C. for this sortie when, with two engines
knocked out by flak and other serious damage to his air-
craft, he flew safely to base where he made a successful
landing, saving the lives of his crew.

Two days later an important railway junction in West-
phalia was the objective when a force of 480 aircraft, over
40 per cent of which were from the R.C.A.F. Group, set out
for Munster on another daylight attack. The Dortmund-Ems
canal passes through this town which also has an inland
harbour. The attack was carried out from between two lay-
ers of 10/10ths cloud on sky-markers which were generally
scattered over a considerable area, although there were
good groups of both reds and greens. Some crews bombed
on navigational aids. In the circumstances scattered bomb-
ing might have been expected, but the actual results were
fair, with the main areas of destruction in the north and
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south-east sections of the town. Business and residential
property and military installations suffered damage. Two-
thirds of the goods station was destroyed and the railway
lines were cut in several places.

The approximately eight heavy flak guns guarding
Munster put up nothing like the opposition they could have
done in clear weather, and none of our crews was missing.
However, one aircraft of the Goose Squadron, captained by
P/O W. E. Tunis, was hit by flak about twenty minutes after
leaving the target and the crew were forced to bale out
seven miles south of Ghent. The aircraft broke into flames
on crashing and was completely destroyed, but all the crew
were safe.

On the night of the 21st/22nd, Bomber Command sent
out a huge fleet of over 1100 bombers, directed mainly
against five major targets, synthetic oil plants and commu-
nication centres, besides a number of smaller objectives.
The R.C.A.F. Group took on the synthetic oil plant at Cas-
trop-Rauxel practically single-handed, as it was accompa-
nied by only a few Pathfinders and a handful of aircraft
from another Group. Small numbers of R.C.A.F. Pathfinder
aircraft also took part in raids on Worms and Aschaffen-
burg on the same night. Visibility was fair over the target at
Castrop-Rauxel, markers were on time and well placed and
the main force achieved a good concentration of bombing.
Numerous explosions were reported and black smoke was
mushrooming up to 8,000 feet as the Canadians withdrew.
Damage was extremely severe, with almost every building
partially destroyed, including cooling towers, gasholders,
oil storage tanks, ammonia plant compressors, gas washing
towers and contact oven-houses. The coking plant was also
hit.

As the attack was carried out before the moon set and
the weather was good, enemy night fighters had ideal con-
ditions for interception and a very strong force was air-
borne to oppose our attack. However, effective radar coun-



70 THE R.C.A.F. OVERSEAS

termeasures, coupled with simultaneous attacks on Aschaf-
fenburg, Stuttgart, Worms, Hanover and Wesel, so con-
fused the enemy controllers that all serious attempts at in-
terception were defeated and our losses were limited to four
aircraft missing, though two others crashed on their return.
Our bombers claimed one enemy probably destroyed and
three damaged in fifteen combats.

Three experienced crews were lost, two from the Por-
cupine Squadron and one from the Bisons. The Porcupine
crews were made up of P/O A. T. Bond with F/O R. A.
Watson, FSs A. E. Robson, J. R. Seymour and R. Allan,
Sgts. K. E. C. Slack and J. Weir (R.A.F.) in one aircraft;
and F/Os D. F. Guy, C. H. Love and H. A. McLennan, P/O
R. D. McLachlan, FSs L. P. Ramey and J. J. Scott and Sgt.
T. A. S. Lockey (R.A.F.) in the other. The Bison crew was
composed of F/L S. S. Mitchell, F/O J. H. Johnston, WOs
R. N. McEachern, R. M. Aimas and FSs G. W. Harris
(R.A.F.), C. M. Wert and R. E. Nelson. Bond, Watson,
Weir, Slack, Guy, McLennan, McLachlan, Scott, Mitchell
and Nelson were taken prisoner. When the war ended Ken
Slack, who had in the interval been promoted to Flight Ser-
geant, made his way to an Allied camp near Schonebeck,
south of Madgeburg. About noon on May 9th he and an-
other Canadian airman were in a boat near the bank of the
Elbe River when they saw a German soldier in difficulties
in the water. Slack at once dived in to help the German, fol-
lowed by the other Canadian, but the swift current of the
river swept him away and he was drowned. A boat manned
by American soldiers succeeded in rescuing the second
airman and the enemy soldier for whom Slack had given
his life.

When they were released Mitchell, the pilot, and Nel-
son, the rear gunner of the Bison aircraft, reported that they
were illuminated at 19,000 feet by a searchlight when about
two minutes from the target. A Ju. 88 underneath spotted
them and fired a threesecond burst which destroyed the port
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fin and rudder and set fire to the port inner engine and
wing. The rear gunner returned the fire and the enemy air-
craft burst into flames, went into a spin and was seen to ex-
plode on the ground. They carried on to the target, dropped
their bombs and started back but, as they were losing height
and could not put out the fire, orders were given to bale out.
Even though a wing dropped off, the pilot stayed with the
aircraft till it was at 1,000 feet, attempting to get a dazed
crew member out, and was finally thrown out of his escape
hatch when the aircraft turned on its back. He pulled his
ripcord and landed less than fifty feet from the crashed and
flaming aircraft which exploded and sprayed him with oil,
burning him severely.

A new crew of the Goose Squadron was also lost over
CastropRauxel. F/L A. E. Steeves (pilot) and Sgt. J. A.
McPhee were captured by the enemy; F/Os A. B. Rowley
and L. W. Frizzell, WO E. K. Wilson and Sgts. L. Basarab
and H. E. Clark (R.A.F.) were killed.

The night of the 27th/28th was the occasion of the next
R.C.A'F. attack when Neuss, an important inland port on
the Rhine and the site of Germany’s largest producer of
nuts and bolts, was the target. Again the force was made up
principally of the Canadian Group which supplied 225 of
the 290 aircraft despatched. The attack was made from
heights varying between 12,000 and 19,000 feet and crews
bombed on the glow of markers, accurately placed and well
maintained, below the thin cloud. Two very large explo-
sions were noted and many well-grouped fires were ob-
served at the end of the attack. Due to cloud, reliable pho-
tographic cover of this target could not be obtained until the
following January and, as two other attacks had taken place
during the interval, it was impossible to assess the damage
inflicted by this particular operation.

The Luftwaffe had often been deceived by Bomber
Command tactics but it rarely suffered such complete de-
feat as on this occasion when only one bomber reported a
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night fighter attack during the several operations under-
taken that night. This outstanding success was again due to
effective concealment of the intention behind the forces’
approach. Of the night’s total losses, one targetmarking
Mosquito on Neuss and one Lancaster on Freiburg, the lat-
ter loss was almost certainly caused by a falling bomb, the
incident being observed from an aircraft just ahead. All
R.C.A'F. aircraft returned safely.

The month’s operations closed with a 550 ’plane raid
on Duisburg on the night of November 30th, to which the
Canadian Group contributed 243 Lancasters and Halifaxes.
It will be remembered that this target was very heavily at-
tacked on October 14th, when over 2,000 aircraft dropped
some 9,000 tons in two raids. The first target indicators
quickly disappeared in the 10/10ths cloud which covered
the area, but the resulting red glow confirmed good group-
ing and an effective concentration of sky markers was
quickly built up. Most crews bombed on these and the at-
tack was considered successful, in view of the compact
stream of aircraft on the bombing run and the resulting fires
and explosions. Photographs confirmed that, though some-
what scattered, damage was widespread in an area which
stretched from Hamborn in the north to Huckingen in the
south. The most important industrial target hit was a tar dis-
tillation plant, the eastern half of which suffered consider-
able damage. Another priority factory, the Niederrheinische
Hutte (iron and steel), was severely damaged while the Du-
isburg Kabelwerk, manufacturers of torpedo nets and ca-
bles, suffered moderate loss. The main railway station re-
ceived one direct hit and tracks were cut in many places.

Heavy flak, mostly aimed at the marking flares, was
slight and did not bother the attacking aircraft unduly.
There was some night fighter activity, however, with ten
combats reported by our crews who claimed three enemy
aircraft damaged. Two Bison Squadron aircraft were lost,
one with an experienced crew captained by F/O G. W.
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Clarke with P/Os C. W. F. Short, F. W. Manchip, WO G.
L. Pare, FSs S. M. Ogilvie, R. F. Nimmo and Sgt. L. J. Fry
(R.A.F.), who had completed half their first tour. In the
second Halifax were F/Os D. Bell and L. G. Watson, FSs
W. A. Streich, A. S. Thomson, G. McGregor and J. H.
Kitchin and Sgt. P. F. Bolderstone (R.A.F.).

F/O H. A. Fitzgerald, an air bomber of the Snowy
Owls, was decorated following this raid, his citation stating
that:

. . . damage was sustained from anti-aircraft fire while on the
bombing run and one engine caught fire. Undeterred Flying Officer
Fitzgerald completed his bombing run and dropped his bombs on the
target. On the return flight he rendered valuable assistance to the navi-
gator as all navigational aids had become unserviceable. This officer
has always displayed courage and devotion to duty of a high order.

This sortie was among those cited when F/O J. H. Carpen-
tier of the Alouettes, F/O R. M. Gould of the Lions and F/O
J. A. Sefton of the Snowy Owls were later awarded D.F.Cs.

Largely due to the extremely unsuitable weather which
persisted throughout November, mine-laying operations
were only carried out on a restricted scale by the Canadian
Group. Forty-three mine-laying sorties were undertaken, on
which 151 mines were laid. The main aim of these opera-
tions continued to be the dislocation of the shipping routes
and harbours which the Hun was endeavouring to use to
remove his surplus men and material from Norway via
Denmark to the European fronts; and they had now taken
on the aspect of a rat hunt in which we were endeavouring
to seal up every bolt-hole which might be used. One ex-
perienced crew was lost on this work when F/L J. T. Hardy,
F/Os S. G. Hall and J. R. Pollock, FSs H. J. Cook and J.
Warburton and Sgts. J. W. L. Patterson and M. Rowntree
(R.A.F.) of the Lions crashed into the sea on return from a
mining sortie.

November saw several squadrons change commanding
officers. W/C G. A. Tambling took over the Porcupines
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from W/C A. J. Lewington who completed his second tour
at this time; W/C F. R. Sharp assumed temporary command
of the Goose Squadron vice W/C J. F. Easton, D.F.C., and
W/C W. G. Phelan, D.F.C. replaced W/C G. J. J. Edwards
with the Snowy Owls.

W/C A. F. Avant, D.F.C., a former C.O. of the Bisons
was awarded a D.S.O. during the month and W/C D. C.
Hagerman, D.F.C. of the Moose Squadron, a bar to his
decoration. G/C R. J. Lane, D.S.O., D.F.C., a former com-
manding officer of the Vancouver Pathfinders, also got a
bar to his D.F.C.



CHAPTER III

NO. 6 BOMBER GROUP (WINTER 1944-45)

December 1944

ILITARY activity on the Western Front reached
Ma climax in mid-December when von Rundstedt

launched, in the Ardennes, the largest scale Ger-
man counter-offensive since D-Day. Its main object was to
break through to Antwerp in a spoiling attack to destroy
Allied initiative prior to the commencement of our all-out
winter offensive on the Reich.

The area of attack was a sixty-mile front between the
Eifel region and the Ardennes, from Monschau to Echter-
nach. A high degree of tactical surprise was achieved, but
this was to a great extent neutralized by the resistance of
the American formations which were overrun and by the
rapid reaction of the Allied Command to the danger. The
enemy chose a time of bad weather to prevent Allied air-
power from being brought to bear, but from the very first
Rundstedt’s plan began to go wrong as the weather proved
fickle with clear and foggy days alternating. The Allied air
forces were able to operate on the clear days and Bomber
Command achieved some fine results using both visual and
blind bombing techniques.

In the advance area attacks were made on important
road centres, such as St. Vith and Houffalize, through

75
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which army convoys bringing supplies from railheads must
pass. As the enemy had only a few routes available in his
narrow salient the effect of these operations was consider-
able. Further back behind the battle area, attacks were made
on places where the Nazis had established railheads for
unloading troops and supplies. Allied Intelligence discov-
ered that most of the supplies for the battle were coming
from the north through Cologne, while troops approached
the area through Frankfurt and thence up the Rhine to
Coblenz. As regards fuel, the enemy had no large dumps
west of the Rhine and was almost certainly dependent on a
steady flow from depots on the Elbe. To interfere with the
movement of troops, fuel and supplies, many attacks were
made on rail centres and marshalling yards at Cologne,
Rheydt, Neuss, Trier, Ehrang, Giessen, Frankfurt, Hanau,
Mainz, Bingen and elsewhere. The work of the heavy
bombers was supplemented by fighter bombers that cut rail
lines and attacked rolling stock and motor-transport.

It is now known that the bombing of Rundstedt’s com-
munications, particularly the railway network, was a major
factor, together with fighter bomber attacks on enemy col-
umns in the battle area, in checking the offensive. There
was evidence, reminiscent of the Battle of Normandy, of
tanks and self-propelled guns being abandoned for lack of
fuel; prisoners complained of the lack of food, and, in one
case, a Volksgrenadier Division was forced to move the
whole way from Denmark to the front on bicycles.

Many of the targets in the Ruhr valley and elsewhere,
which previously had been attacked because of their impor-
tance as industrial and manufacturing centres, were now
being bombed with their railway stations, marshalling
yards, docks, canals and other military traffic and supply
routes, as the vital aiming-points. Thus, attacks during the
winter of 1944-45 on industrial cities such as Duisburg, Co-
logne, Diisseldorf and many others, were at the same time
blows at the Hun’s lines of communication.
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R.C.A.F. squadrons in No. 6 Group and the Vancouver
Pathfinders of No. 8 Group played a part in twenty bomb-
ing operations in December, all but one of which were on
objectives in Germany. The majority of the Canadian
Group’s attacks were designed to dislocate the enemy’s
transport and supplies, targets in this category including
Karlsruhe, Osnabriick, Duisburg docks, and the Co-
logne/Nippes, Soest, Opladen, Troisdorf and Cologne/Kalk
marshalling yards. Other attacks involved war industries at
Hagen, the chemical works at Ludwigshafen, the Lohausen
airfield at Diisseldorf, troop concentrations at St. Vith and
the Scholven synthetic oil plant at Buer. Nine of the raids
were on a large scale, with 150 or more aircraft engaged;
on the others the Group’s participation was limited to 50 or
60 bombers. The Canadian Pathfinders shared in most of
these operations and in addition took part in raids on the
Urft dam, the Merseburg/Leuna synthetic oil plant, Essen,
Ulm .and the Bingen, Rheydt and Bonn marshalling yards.

Most of the operations took place under cover of dark-
ness, only four, being classified as daylight attacks. It was
during December that the.first serious attempts were made
to disrupt Bomber Command’s daylight bombing by strong
G.A.F. fighter opposition. Little success was achieved due
to the presence of strong Allied fighter escorts. It was no-
ticeable that the enemy tended to choose isolated or strag-
gling bombers for his attacks, those in the main stream fly-
ing almost unmolested.

The first Canadian operation of the month took place on
the night of the 2nd/3rd when the R.C.A.F. supplied 214
aircraft, including Vancouver Pathfinders, for a 500-plane
raid on Hagen, one of the most important commercial cities
in Westphalia, with large iron and steel works and exten-
sive marshalling yards, goods stations and repair work-
shops. The Hagen plant of the Accumulatoren-Fabrik A. G.
produced 50 per cent of Germany’s total requirements for
ships’ storage batteries, particularly for submarines.
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There was scattered cloud from the French coast with
tops at 10,000 feet, and moderate to severe icing was en-
countered. The weather deteriorated over the target and
10/10th cloud up to 16,000 feet obscured the markers, forc-
ing crews to bomb on navigational aids. Several explosions
and the glow of fires were seen through the cloud, but it
was only natural in the circumstances that the attack was
scattered, with damage spread over the entire area of Hagen
and the adjoining suburbs. The most concentrated destruc-
tion occurred in the built-up area east of the main railway
station and in the industrial section in the Ennepe River val-
ley. The Accumulatoren-Fabrik plant, which had been
completely repaired after receiving heavy damage in an at-
tack in October 1943, again suffered very severely, as did
the main building of Harkort Eicken G.M.B.H., manufac-
turing steel rods, plates and other war materials.

Flak was light and spasmodic, and the countermeasures
introduced to deceive the enemy night fighters seem to
have been an unqualified success, as those Jerries who were
active about the time of the attack had no opportunity to
locate the bomber stream with accuracy in the existing
weather conditions. One aircraft of the Porcupine Squad-
ron, captained by F/L W. H. Cook, was missing. FS L. A.
Mallory made his way back to Allied territory within a
fortnight, but Cook, F/Os J. E. Grant and R. H. Shiells, P/O
J. B. Pittman and Sgts. R. E. Ainsworth (R.A.F.) and J. W.
Ash were lost. D.F.Cs. were awarded to FIL J. J. Stalberger
of the Tigers and F/L J. L. St. Laurent and F/O J. R. H. La-
freniere of the Alouettes for gallantry on this operation. On
the outward flight the aircraft piloted by Lafreniere sus-
tained severe damage, the tip of the starboard mainplane
being torn away and the top portion of a rudder broken off.
In spite of this, Lafreniere went on to the target and exe-
cuted a successful attack.

Two nights later Karlsruhe was the objective for a force
of 530 heavies, with the Canadian squadrons again contrib-
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uting over 200 Halifaxes and Lancasters. This city, the
capital of the province of Baden, was of particular impor-
tance at that time as a transport centre, being situated on the
main line from Western Germany to Italy, via Switzerland.
It is also connected with the Rhine for water-borne traffic
by the Stich Canal. The Deutsche Waffen and Munitions
Werke A. G., an important small arms ammunition works,
had a plant here which, because of the unfavourable prox-
imity of Karlsruhe to the French frontier, had been partly
closed during the early stages of the war but was now be-
lieved to be working at full capacity and employing several
thousand workers.

Although the target was obscured by 8/10ths to
10/10ths cloud, a satisfactory concentration of target indi-
cators was obtained, the glow being clearly visible on the
cloud. Occasional glimpses through gaps enabled some as-
sessment of the attack to be made and bombing generally
was good. Several large explosions occurred and the glow
of fires could be seen for 150 miles on the return journey.
Slight to moderate heavy flak, in barrage form, was en-
countered in the target area and a few enemy fighters were
seen, but all aircraft from the Canadian squadrons returned
safely.

As this target had been raided by the U.S.A.A.F. in Oc-
tober and November 1944 and photographic cover for dam-
age assessment purposes was not obtainable until January
1945, it was impossible to distinguish among the three at-
tacks. It can be said, however, that considerable damage
was done to the whole town, the sum total of destruction
now standing at 34 per cent of the built-up area. The indus-
trial section stretching south-east from the docks was se-
verely hit.

Soest, a small but important communications centre and
industrial town with large railway repair shops, marshalling
yards with a capacity of 4400 wagons a day, and several
engineering and metal working firms, was the next target
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for the R.C.A.F. on the night of December 5th/6th when
485 heavies operated. Canadian squadrons this time des-
patched 195 aircraft to attack the marshalling yards.

There was patchy cloud over the target area but it did
not interfere with accurate bombing on well placed mark-
ers. Fires developed rapidly and throughout the attack ex-
plosions were seen, some emitting orange flame and black
smoke. The aiming point was a mass of flames as the attack
ended, with the glow visible a hundred miles away. De-
fences consisted chiefly of slight to moderate heavy flak.
Some fighter activity was reported, but the main defensive
forces again missed contact with the bombers.

Photographs showed that as a result of this attack and
one by the U.S.A.A.F. on December 4th, extensive damage
was caused to most of the major rail facilities. Both the
east-bound and westbound sorting sidings were completely
out of action, the transshipment shed was almost com-
pletely destroyed and all the buildings of the goods depot
were very severely damaged. At the passenger station a
large part of a covered loading platform and a medium-
sized building were destroyed.

The R.C.A.F. had an unlucky night, losing the only air-
craft missing on this operation, one from the Thunderbirds
and another from the Bluenose Squadron. In addition, two
aircraft collided and crashed before reaching enemy terri-
tory, with the loss of both crews. Six of the Thunderbird
crew, F/L P. G. Chipman, F/Os C. L. Shipman and P. H.
Harris, FS J. Popadiuk and Sgts. D. N. McLaren and H.
Rhodes (R.A.F.), were made prisoners of war. The other
member of this crew, Sgt. J. Knoke, was lost as were all
seven in the Bluenose Halifax, F/Os T. Kowalchuk and K.
C. Christian, FSs V. E. Prouse, D. H. Lavalley and G. P.
Coughlin, and Sgts. J. M. de Macedo and C. Higginbotham
(R.AF)).

The following night Bomber Command despatched
1269 aircraft on bombing missions, the three main objec-
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tives being Osnabriick, the Merseburg synthetic oil plant
and Giessen, besides a sharp nuisance attack on Berlin by
forty Mosquitoes. Once again the Command scored a tacti-
cal victory over the enemy night fighters, making a deep
penetration into the vital oil target and two shallower raids
into Germany for the loss of only 1.5 per cent of the aircraft
involved. The Germans were still inadequately prepared to
defend themselves against multiple attacks, as only twice
during the long period covered by the three incursions did
fighters make contact in force with the bombers, at first as
the Osnabriick fleet was leaving the target and, a few min-
utes later, over Giessen. Both encounters were short and
sharp.

The Canadian Group.supplied 200 heavies to the force
that bombed Osnabriick. The target was covered by thick
cloud with tops extending up to 21,000 feet, haze making
horizontal visibility poor. Few markers were seen and most
crews bombed on navigational aids and the indistinct glow
of fires and markers which forced its way through the
clouds. Several large explosions were reported and the re-
flection of fires could be seen from sixty miles away, but
generally speaking bombing was considered to have been
scattered throughout the target area.

R.C.A'F. aircraft reported seven combats during which
FS O. S. Clarke, rear gunner for F/O W. G. R. Simpson of
the Porcupines, destroyed an unidentified enemy fighter.
P/Os W. R. Cornell and Gus Supergia, mid-upper and rear
gunners in a Lancaster of the Iroquois Squadron, drove off
an attacking Ju. 88 after inflicting considerable damage to
it. This exploit was cited when they were later awarded the
D.F.C. The Osnabriick attack was also mentioned when
D.F.Cs. were awarded to F/O G. H. K. Begg of the Van-
couver Pathfinders, F/L N. D. Mara of the Porcupines, and
F/L J. E. G. Poirier of the Alouettes.

Mara, in fact, had a rather hair-raising experience on
this operation:
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Before reaching the target, trouble was experienced with the port
outer engine which began to misfire, followed by large flames from the
exhaust. The throttle control kept jumping back to the closed position.
Despite this, Flight Lieutenant Mara went on to the target. Whilst on
the bombing run, flames once again shot out from the exhaust. Never-
theless, this pilot continued his run and the bombs were released. At
this point, two enemy aircraft attempted to close in. Flight Lieutenant
Mara evaded them and course was set for home. Soon after crossing the
enemy coast, the hydraulic system became unserviceable. The bomb
doors fell open and the tail wheel dropped to the down position. De-
spite this, Flight Lieutenant Mara, when he reached an airfield, effected
a safe landing.

Four of our aircraft were lost, including one from the
Bison Squadron manned by an experienced crew consisting
of F/Os J. M. Prentice and T. Wilson, P/Os S. L. Norejko,
E. S. C. Clark and W. E. H. Barty (R.A.F.), Lt. F. M.
McRoberts (U.S.A.A.F.) and WO J. C. Copeland. F/L H.
D. O’Neil was also along as second pilot.

Another aircraft, of the Leaside Squadron, went missing
with F/Os G. H. Speirs and C. W. Wilkinson, P/O C. W.
Soles, WO J. G. W. Chalmers, WO P. A. Callaghan, FS H.
C. Quinn and Sgt. J. G. Jonas (R.A.F.). Callaghan, Wilkin-
son, Soles, Jonas and Quinn were later reported prisoners
of war. On release they stated that the port outer engine had
failed a short distance from the target and that they were
unable to feather it. They carried on and bombed, but im-
mediately afterwards the wind-milling propeller came off,
damaging the port inner engine, tearing a large hole in the
fuselage and knocking out all navigation instruments. The
aircraft dropped rapidly to 5,000 feet before the pilot could
regain control. He endeavoured to turn for the nearest Al-
lied territory in the vicinity of Arnhem, but with two en-
gines unserviceable the, aircraft could not maintain height
and at 3,000 feet the pilot ordered the crew to jump. Five of
the crew baled out without mishap but the tail gunner and
pilot were unable to clear the aircraft in time.

The other crews missing that night were F/Os B. D.
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Hyndman and G. R. Cheesman, FSs G. E. Smith, L. T.
Graham, D. L. Marcellus and E. M. Hansen and Sgt. R. D.
Ovis (R.A.F.) of the Moose Squadron; and F/Os D. L. C.
McCullough, A. M. Garner and A. A. J. Low, P/O H. Pank-
ratz, WO J. R. Lee and Sgts. R. Atkinson (R.A.F.) and J. L.
Keown of the Tigers. Garner, Low and Pankratz were taken
prisoner.

Due to consistently poor weather, with fog and low
cloud keeping our aircraft on the ground, the .R.C.A.F.
Group flew only once in the next eleven days, supplying 51
Lancasters to a force of over 300 that attacked the I. G.
Farben-Industrie A. G. chemical works at Ludwigshafen on
the 15th/ibth. Aircraft arrived early due to unexpectedly
strong winds and while orbitting, waiting for markers to go
down, observed decoy fires being lit to the N.N.W. and
S.W. of the target. They ignored the bait. Visibility was
good, target indicators were accurate and well maintained
and bombing on the aiming point was heavy and concen-
trated. Crews reported large explosions and many fires,
some burning with green and orange smoke. Defences con-
sisted of moderate heavy flak in barrage form with some
fighter activity, but all the Canadian Group Lancasters suc-
cessfully bombed the primary target and returned safely.

Damage resulting from this attack was severe and con-
centrated mainly in the area of the chemical works lying be-
tween the nitric acid plant to the north and the experimental
synthetic oil plant and heavy chemical plant towards the
southern end. In other parts of the works damage was caused
in the new power plant, the oil refinery, the Buna plant, the
marshalling yards and the workshops and storage areas. On
the east bank of the Rhine, in the petroleum receiving depot,
four storage tanks were destroyed and two damaged.

FS B. L. McKinnon, air bomber of the Moose Squad-
ron, was awarded a D.F.M. for the courage and fortitude he
displayed on this operation when severely injured in the
foot by bullets from an enemy fighter.
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It was not until the night of the 17th that the campaign
against German communications was resumed when Duis-
burg was the target, with the R.C.A.F. supplying almost 50
per cent of the 500 bombers despatched.. The weather was
again unsatisfactory with 10/10ths cloud at 12,000/18,000
feet over the target. Markers disappeared into the cloud and
bombing was done on the glow of fires or with navigational
aids. Flak defences, mainly in barrage form, were not heavy
but the force was intercepted by fighters after the first ten
minutes of the rather scattered and prolonged attack and
Canadian crews reported twelve combats over the target
and on the first leg of the homeward journey. FSs J. Archi-
bald and D. Burke, gunners in the Bluenose kite skippered
by F/O J. Wagman, drove off an attacking Me. jog with an
accurate hail of gunfire. It disappeared into cloud, where a
red glow was seen, and a few seconds later an explosion
occurred on the ground, indicating that it had crashed.

Two R.C.A.F. aircraft were missing and three more
were lost on our own side of the lines. One was manned by
an experienced crew from the Thunderbird Squadron, con-
sisting of F/Os T. L. Layman, G. W. Law, E. G. Fox and J.
P. Mahoney and FSs J. I. Hoyle. (R.A.F.), H. T. Campbell
and W. C. Downey. Layman, Law, Mahoney, Campbell
and Downey were made prisoners of war. When he was
released Layman, the pilot, stated that their aircraft was hit
twice by flak bursts just before the target was reached; the
first burst set both starboard engines on fire and the second
exploded under the mid section, setting the bomb bays and
fuselage alight. He feathered the engines and used the
graviners but the fire persisted. The aircraft then went into
a spiral dive and he signalled to the crew to bale out. A
moment or two later the aircraft exploded. Layman re-
gained consciousness below cloud in the glare of target
fires, pulled his ripcord and landed in an open field among
woods.

F/O M. Krakovsky was the only survivor of a veteran
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Leaside crew that included F/Os R. L. Cann and G. D. Wil-
son, P/Os A. G. W. Blayney and M. J. Boylan (R.A.F.), and
FSs S. E. Zadorozny and J.W. Green. The same squadron
lost five members of a new crew, F/Os D. Hitchcock and G.
H. March, FSs E. P. Harvey and A. Ecclestor (R.A.F.) and
Sgt. E. J. Farrell; the skipper, F/O D. J. McKinnon, and Sgt.
J. H. Harvey were safe. When a Bluenose Halifax crashed
F/L J. M. Parrott, F/O S. H. J. Pearce, WOs A. E. Kurtzhals
and G. W. Olafsen, FS A. Divitcoff and Sgt. L. H. Janzen
were killed; only P/O H. Brown escaped.

F/L J. K. Goldie of the Ghost Squadron was awarded
his D.F.C. for exceptional coolness and devotion to duty on
this attack and also on the operation against Ludwigshafen.
En route to the target part of the oxygen system failed and
one member of the crew lost consciousness. Goldie brought
his aircraft down to a very low altitude to permit repairs to
the system and then continued to the objective.

Damage to Duisburg was scattered throughout the busi-
ness and residential sections, the docks, the central station
and the Meiderich marshalling yards. This town had been
the objective of eleven attacks since November 6th, the
cumulative results of which were heavy. Of 36 industries
rated as priority targets, seventeen showed fresh damage,
with five in the severely damaged category, while 35 other
factories were hit, with six a total loss and fourteen very
severely mauled. Damage to communications was wide-
spread and the marshalling yards were largely unservice-
able; craters from earlier raids were not yet filled in.

On December 21st the Nippes marshalling yard at Co-
logne was the objective for a small force of 135 aircraft,
including fifty from the Canadian Group and eight from the
Vancouver Pathfinders. Once again bombing had to be
done blind over extremely bad cloud conditions and the
attack was scattered, with only slight damage inflicted to
the north and southbound sidings. Flak defences were
weak, only a few fighters were sighted and there were no
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combats or claims by our aircraft, all of which returned
safely.

On the day before Christmas fourteen bases used by
German Air Force single-engined fighters operating over
the Ardennes battle area were attacked by the 8th
U.S.A.A'F. and the R.A.F. Bomber Command’s share con-
sisted of the three airfields most heavily defended by flak-
Essen/Miilheim, Diisseldorf/Lohausen and Bonn/Hangelar,
the last named being attacked. by night. The Americans at-
tacked the other eleven and the total effort, which made’
these Luftwaffe bases unserviceable, greatly assisted both
the Army and the heavies on the days following when the
meagre G.A.F. effort available had to be concentrated al-
most entirely on close support work.

The Lohausen airfield was the target allotted to the
R.C.AF., and 150 heavies led by a small detachment of
Pathfinders attacked simultaneously with another Group
which took on the Miilheim base. For the Bluenose Squad-
ron this was the first operation on their new Lancaster Xs.
Clear weather permitted visual identification and, despite
intense and accurate heavy flak, markers and bombing were
well placed and concentrated. Smoke and dust laid a pall
over the field and fires followed by explosions were seen in
the adjacent buildings. Reconnaissance photographs
showed craters evenly and profusely distributed over the
entire landing ground, with at least 85 on the three run-
ways.

Two.R.C.A F. aircraft did not return, both falling victim
to the vicious flak pumped up. However, eight of the two
crews baled out and were taken prisoner by the enemy.
They were F/O W. H. Dunwoodie and FS J. A. Chiasson of
the Goose Squadron and F/Os T. H. Cowtan and J. L. L.
Cartier, P/O J. V. Ranson, FS C. W. Thompson and Sgts. F.
A. Hector and G. B. Little of the Moose. The other mem-
bers of the crews were F/L W. L. Friker, F/O D. G. Kellar,
FSs D. C. Tonkin and G. R. D’Amour and Sgt. W. B. Allan
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and F/O R. W. Hale.
This raid was mentioned when F/O J. F. Bonner of the
Snowy Owls was awarded his D.F.C., the citation reading:

On the run-in to the target his aircraft was repeatedly hit by anti-
aircraft fire and large holes were torn in the fuselage and wings. De-
spite this Flying Officer Bonner executed a perfect bombing run. He
afterwards flew the badly damaged aircraft back to base.

There were no heavy bomber operations on Christmas
Day, fog and. hard frost enforcing a stand-down. Boxing
Day, however, saw the R.C.A.F. on direct army support
operations again when they supplied 61 Halifaxes to a force
of 270 heavies which attacked enemy troop concentrations
at St. Vith, an important road and rail centre in 