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FOREWORD

This analysis of the 0000 October 20th -~ 1042 October 23rd phase
of the Battle for Leyte Gulf which embraces in general the operations
wherein SOWESPAC forces, supported by FOA forces, seized footholds in
the Leyte Gulf area of the Philippineg, and the Japanese reactions
thereto, was prepared by the Naval War Colldge, It is based on infor-
mation from both Allied and Japanese sources which is wider and more
complete than that available to writers on this subject up to this
time. It endeavors to maintain at all times, the viewpoint of the
commanders of the units on both sides,

It follows directly the (a) preliminary phases including the
Battle off Formosa, which were analysed in Volume I and (b) next
phase which embraced the overations of the SEVENTH Fleet Advance
Foerces in Leyte Gulf prior to D-day which were analysed in Volume II.
A knowledge of both of these phases is essential for the proper
understanding of Volume III.

Complete information from all sources was not available to this
analysis, This is especially true of (a) Japanese Army and Navy
aircraft in the Philippines the sources for which commencing with
October 23rd have become less and less complete, and (b) Japanese
submarine operations and dispositions. It is also true concerning
the thought processes which motivated the principle Japanese senicr
commanders, All known sources for obtaining information in the
United States and in Japan have been examined and reexamined with
only limited success on the Japanese side, but with somewhat mcre
success on the Alljed side since, during the past several years,
some new material, largely in the form of dispatches, has been '
located, Notwithstanding, new facts and circumstances may come to
light from time to time which may change some of the analysis
produced herein,

In view of the critical nature of this analysis an effort has
been made in certain important situations to place the critic in
the position of the commander in order to obtain the latter's point
of view, In employing this system it is realized that although the
critic can often succeed in placing himself sufficiently near the
position of the commander for any practical purposes, in many
instances he may not succeed in doing so,

Because of the nature of the Allied victory at Leyte Gulf and
the numerous controversies which have arisen concerning it, as
complete a study as possible of the operations of this phase has

been provided.
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This present phase, is well as the two phases which preceded it,
was a continuing test of the combat ability of the various commanders
on both sides, The pages of history have invariably revealed defecis
in commind in similar situations and it would have been surprising
had such defects not appeared in wiese vperalious,

This battle reaffirmed the lesson so often forgotten--that the
test of battle is the only test which proves the combat ability of
commanders. The ability or lack of ability of the various commanders
in the art of war became apparent., Valor alone was shown to be
insufficient, for valor is not an attribute of only cne race, but is
an attribute and a heritage of many races, The indispensable
qualification for command, the art of war, was shown to be the
ability in combat to apply the scicnce of war to active military
situations.

The present senior officers of the Navy are well aware of the
reasons for changes in established doctrines and in the developments
of riew ones, But this cannoi necessarily be said of the commanders
of the future, who very probably will be inexperisnced in command
in war,

Finally, all comments and criticisms, the more important of
which are emphasized herein by the employment of capital letters,
are designed to be constructive. By indicating what appear to be
sowsd and unsound decisions, and the apparent reasons for arriving
at them, it is hoped to provoke earnest thought among prospective
commanders and thus to improve professional judgment in command.
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QULNSSRME T,
TAHLE 07 GONTENTS
Foreword jeid
Table of Contents iii-1xv
Zone Time 1xrd
Principal Commanders Ixvii-Ixxii
Tntroduction Ixxiii=)lxxv
Brief Narrative of the 0000 October 20th to 1042 October 231d Phase of
The lsttle for Leyte Gulf 1xxv--1xoexix
CHARTER I .- ALLIFD QPERATIONS, October 20th 1-140
(A) Opervations of COMSOWESPAC 1-97
Amphibious assauvlt forces proceeding according plan 1
Orders photo interprutation previous day's contact repert 1
Learns South China Sea air seaizhes curtailed 1
0655 enters Leyte Gulf 2
Learns COMTHIRDFLT and CINCPOA unable determine duration South Chira
Sea air searches 2-3
Learns landing operations progressing satisfactorily 3
Goes ashore observe operations and broadcast return Philippines 3=l
Reports War ' epartment landings successful b
Discussion Japanese awareness Allied landings L=5
1419 establishes advance headquarters Leyte 5
itleturns aboard flagship, retires for night 5
Reviews events from dispatches received during day 5-6
Learns South China Sea air searches to continue 5
Learns TF 38 to neutralize western Visayas airfields 5
Learns HONOLULU torpedoed by enemy plane 56
Advises COMINCH operations have heen most successful b
Discussion intelligence estimate headquarters Hollandia 6
(1) Operations of Commander SEVENTH Fleet 6~97
(a) Operations of Cit 77 (Central Philippines Attack Force) 772

Avproaches Leyte Gulf on schedule 7
Requests fighter sweeps Mindanao, westem Visayas 7
Learns weather favorable for landings 7
Requests air support COMTHIRDFLT after D-day 7
Discussion this request 7
Enters Leyts Gulf, antomaticallv assumes control all naval
operations in objective area 8
Exercises control air operation through CSACP 8
CTF 79 disapproves 8
8
9
Y

Discussion this disapproval -9
Receives CIG 77.2's report previous day's operations
Requests CTG 38.1 provide dusk patrol objective area
Discussion this request 9-10
Learns South China Sea air searches curtailed 10
Discussion intelligence information 10-11
Obaerves progress landings from abecard flagship 11
Discussion Japanese army plans defente Leyte 11-13
Discussion weakness Japanese air power in the Philippines at

this time-—total 95 planes 13
Learns Tacloban airfield captured being readied for use 17
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Receives contact report on submarine
Dirests CTFis 78, 79 to heed DMS and YMS in area
Receives reply from COMTHIRDFLT providing air strikes on D=1
day but failing te provide dusk CAP
Need for mutual superior western Pacific
Leaing COMSOWESPAC Advance Hesdquarters established Leyte
Learns HONOLULU torpedoed by enemy plana
Sends favorable progress raport to COMSOWESYHAC
In WASATCH retires for night
Receives report heavy damage HONOLULU
Receives contact reports
Recsives favorsble situation report from CTF 79 progress
southern bsaches
Dusk CAP from CTG 78,1 errives on station
Requests communication traffic be addreased to him as CTF 77
as well as CCMSEVENTHFLY
Discusaion this dispatch
Sends COMSOWESPAC favorable amplifying report on landing
progress
Discussion failure report capture Tacloban airfield
Learns TG T7.k attacked by enemy aircraft
Learns assignments units Fueling Grouv
Ho important contacts received during day
(1) Operations of Advance Force
(a) Operag.ions of CTG 7.2 (Pombardment and Fire Support
Group
Makes amplifying report to CTF 77 results previous
day's operaiions
Contacts units CTF 79 entering Gulf
Detaches his units to assigned duties
Observes commencement scheduled bembardment
Moves ¥S ships closer to beaches
Notes CTF 78, CIF 79 had arrived objective area
Reports to CTF 79 for duty as CTU 77.2.2
(b) Operations of CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group)
Conducts scheduled air operations
Weather conditions good in operating area
Joined by certain CVE's from escort duty
Launches fighter strike against CATMON HILL area
with CCMCARDIV TWENTY-SEVEN as observer
Discussion thereon
Attacked by snemy planes (three)
Landing hour strike over Panaon cancelled

Direct air support northern, gouthern beaches effective

Enemy aircraft (army and cavy) atta:k objective area
TCAP enjoys some 3uccess

Maintains local aircraft patrols, flies numerous sorties

Total losses for the day (2VF, 5VT)
Aircraft remaining (293VF, 171VT)
Retires for the night
(¢) Operations of CTG 7/.> (Minesweeping and Hydrographic
Group)
Operatione of various sweep units
A1l areas sxcept area SWEEP, free of mines

13

23
24y~25

26-26
26
26
26

2628
20-27
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Receives three additional mineswsepers
Total mines swept Leyte Gulf (222 mines)
(d) Operations of CTG 77.t (Beach Demolition Group)
Assigns APD*s to patrol stations
Reports to CTF 79 for duty
Dropped from further discussion

(2) Operations of CTF 78 (Northern Attack Force)

Tasks assigned KING II
Wears two hats, TF 78 and TG 78.1
Enter Gulf with minesweepers in van
Releases CTG 78.3 to proceed GREEN Beach; he proceed RED
and WHITE Beaches
Obtains approvel advance landing hour CTG 78.3
Orders Northern Attack Force to deploy
Notes CTU 77.2,1 has commenced bombardment
Directs Plan VICTOR placed in sffect
Leams CTG 78.2 doubtful meeting landing-hour
Discugsion plan VICTOR restriction maximum gunfire ordinate
Discussion difficulties coordination air units
Directs CTG 78.2 do best possible for landing-hour
First waves assault trcops depart for beaches
Discussion CTF 78's views regarding bombing and strafing
beaches just prior to landings
Comparison with CTF 79's views
Learns LST's experiencing beaching difficulties
Notes need for pontoon causeways
Discussion theraon
Endeavors obtain pontoon causeways from CTF 79
Knowa Allied giound forces moving inland
Learns C.G. FIRST Cavalry Division and C.G. TWENTY-FOURTH
Infantry Division have assumed comnand ashore
Discussion thereon
Learns forces have captured Tacloban airfield
Directs unloaded ships proceed Hollandia
Requests expaditious delivery unused pontoon causeways
Orders unloaded transports depart area
Learns three LST's with pontoon causeways have arrived
Observes transports departing San Pedro Bay
Meets D-day commitments with exception of unloading LST's
Discussion smoke plan and its use
(a) Operations of CTG 73.1 (Palo Attack Group)
Tasks assigned and forces allotted
Upon signal "deploy" proceeds to execute plan
Observes assault troops depart for beaches
1ST's encounter difficulty in beaching and are
ordered to retract
Criticizes conclusions drawn from UDT reports
relative atove
UDT doctrine at this time and discussion
Notes progress landing operations-favorable except LOT's
Summary of day's operations
(b) Operations of CTG 78.2 (San Ricardo Attack Group)

ey
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Tasks assigned and forces allottad 43
Learns HARRIS had fouled a mine 43
Upon signal "dep’.oy" proceeds to execute plans L3
Method of contro. differs from CTG 78.2 L3
- 3 Observes channe” WHITE Beach blocked 43
- Notifies CTF 78 scheduled landing hour may be delayed 4344
g Contrary to UDT reports, finds WHITE Beach generally
o _ unfavorable for unicading INA
3 Learns C.G. FIEST Cavalry Divisior has taken command
3 ashors Lh
Learns unloaded ships ready depart 4y
o ; Enemy air opposition limited b4
- ! Sunmary unloading ressults during day Lb

: (¢) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 (Fire Support Unit NORTH),
CTG 77.3 (Close Covering Group) and Certain Destrovers 45-47

(1) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 4546
Composition of force 45
Reports CTF 78 for duty, commences bombardment L5
Directed place Plan VICTOR in effect during
A strikes by fast carriers L5
4 Queries CTF 78 regarding air strikes 45
oF ; Completes scheduled bembardment 45
‘I { Issues orders for night 45-46
; (2) operations of CTG 77.3 L6~b7
3 Composition of force 46
% Direc .s his units carry out bombardment schedule L6
| Conducts scheduled bombardment L6-47
= ! (3) Certain Destroyers 47
- (a) McKEE and HARRISCN 47
N (b) FLETCHER and LA VALLETTE L7
" (d) Operations of CTG 78.3 (Panaon Attack Group) 47~50
Awaits arrival Panaon Attack Group 47
Taslc assigned L7
Observes arrival units Leyte Gulf L8
Receives authority advance landing-hour L8
Minesweeping -esults - negative Le
Decides to cancel pre-landing bombardment L8
Discussicn thereon 48
3 : Lands without opposition L9
b ! Regimental Commander assumes command ashore L9
! C.rgo unloading delaved because unloading crews
stopped for lunch 49
3 Discussion thereon L9
E Ships rendesvous to depart for Hollandia 4,9-50
. Departs Panaon area with unloaded ships 50
A LANG replaced by McKkE 50
p Arrives rendezvous, some transports late 50
: (e) Operations of CTG 78.5 (Harbor Entrance Control Group)  50-%1
'z Continues regulate traffic Leyte Gulf entrance 50
; Augnented by four LCI's from TF 78 51
i Dropped from further diacussion 51
3 (f) Opsrations of CTG's 78,6, 78,7 and /8.9 (Heinforcement
N Groups ONl;, TWO and THREE) 51
‘,,
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FIDE{TIAL October 20th
(1) Operations of CIG's 78.6 and 78.7 51
Continmued toward Leyte Gulf 51
3 Detaches certain ships to Kosscl Passage 51
(2) Operations of CTG 78.8 51
» Prepares depart for Leyte 51
(3) Operations of CTF 79 (Southern Attack Force) 5272
Tasks assigned for KING II 52
1) Discussion radical changes necessary in shift of objective
s from Yap to Leyte 53~54
Question arises when main units TG 79.1 employ minesweepers 54
. Learns CTG 79,1 will proceed without. mineswespars 5k
Believes approach undetacted 55
Ty Enters Layte Gulf 55
F Y Area of responsibility - Leyte Gulf south of Tacloban =
3 Dulag approach channel inclwding Surigac Strait 55
Observes progress operations in Southern Transport Area 55
Orders Plan VICTOR for air strike of beaches 56
: Confirms the landing-hour as 1000 56
; Ascault waves reach beaches on schedule 56
i Learns BENNION hit by enemy countsrfire 56-57
§ Shifts five acresning destiroyers to lower Surigao Strait 57
‘ Beachhead secured, transports move in 57
;E Sends detailed report. to CTF 77 57
: Concerned by enemy dusk, night air attack capabilities 57
| Yigualiges two alternztiives for defense, i.e,, remain at
i anchor under smoke or get underway 57-5¢
Decides to remain at anchox 58
i Discussion thereon 58
! Transfers ten LCT's, three 1LST!'s with pontoon causeways
| to CTF 78 58
! Learns HONOLULU torpedoed by enemy plane 50
| Assigns 1ight FS ships 58-59
: Swmary of day's operations 59
} Comparison ratio unloading between units of TF 78 and TF 79 59-60
% Discussion thereon 60
g (a) Operations of CIG 79.1 (Attack Group AHLE) 6164
{ Tasks assigned for KING II 61
i Anticlipates arrival time by foriy~five minutes due
to current 61
i Minesweepers unabl: rendezvous to cweep ahead 62
! Decides proceed through minefield «ithout minesweepers 02
{ Reasons for decision 62
Deploys coumand 63
Learng 1000 landing-hour conficmed 63
Landings made on schedule €3
Some reasons for light enemy resistance to Allied
landing 63-6iy
Pushes unloading with utmost vigor bly
4 ‘ Summary day's operations tdy
. Unloading continues during night by
' : (b) Operaticus of CTG 79.2 (Atta k Group BAKER) hy—68
Composition of force 6
Tasks assl _1ed 6l
Proceeds independently in two groups 65

vii IAL
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Releasss COMMINDIV THIRTY-FOUR report CTG 77.5

Force ready commencs landing
Learns 1000 landing-hour confirmsd
Landings made on schedule

Learns beaches secure

Commences general unloading

Transfers three LST's with puntoon causeways and four

LCT's to TF 78
This transfer interferes with unloading

¢.G. NINETY-SIXTH Infantry Division assumes commend

ashore
General unloading transports very slow
Reasons therefor

(c) Operations of CTU 77.2.2 (Fire Support Unit SOUTH),

CTG 79.11 (Conmand r Screen)

(1) Operations of CTU 77.2.2
Conducts prearrangad bombardment
Continues gunfire support schedule
For the most part completes firing
Learns HONOLULU torpedoed by enemy plane
Learns night assignments for FS ships
Concernsd as this was his responsibility
Issues orders for night disposition

(2) Operations of CTG 79,11
Responsible for screen Leyte Gulf
Screening stations

Has dif ficulty maintaining intermediate screen
Screens dropped from discussion as independent units

(b) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boat Group)
Continues toward Leyte Gulf

(c) Submarine Force SEVENTH Fleet
(1) Operations of CTF 71 (Submarines West Australia)

Coemments made Volume 1 concerning inadequacy submarine

deploywment still arply
Locates his submarines on D—day (War Diary)
Actual location submarines
Reason for differences
Wolfpack operatione differ from those of TF 17
Reasons therefor
Issues certain information and instructions
Learmns COBIA reports for duty, BARBEL delayed

Prescribes technical remedial measures regarding dangerous

concentration hydrogen with Mark 18 torpedoes

Issues certain submarines information and instructions

Mgtter to be contained in request for lifeguards
Advises CIF 17 of patrol orders BARBEL

Advises CTG 30,1 expected positions his submarines 0900

following morming
Learns BLUEGILL expended torpedoes

Issues information and inetructions certain submarines
Guiding factors for discussing submarine operations:
(1) Effective average contact ranges of sutmarines

(2) Basic instructions to submarines issued by dispatch

viit W&n’
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(a) BREAM and GUITARRO
Background material
(1) BREAM
(2) GUITARRO
Makes contasct of doubtful character
(b) ROCK and BERGALL
(1) RERGALL
For reasons unknown, daparts patrol line
heads for area south of Ssigon
(2) RoCK
Likewiss departs patrol line and heads for
area south of Seigon
(e) BLUEGILI, and ANGLER
Operate as a coordinated attack group
(1) ELUEGILL
Expends four remaining torpedoes at two
cargo ships - misses
(2) ANGLER
(d) DACE and DARTER
Operate as a coordinated attaci group
Backgzround material
Present location sutearines incorrect; discussion
thereon
(1) DARTER
Contacts two destroyers., unable close
(2) DACE ‘
Attempts intercept DART R's contact but fails
(e) HAMMERHEAD
Succesafully attacks convoy - sinks two cargo ships
Clears area leaving SW apprcaches open
Discussion thereon
Enemy reaction HAMMERHEAD's attack
(f) TANTIVY
(g) sToIC
(h) GURNARD
Enroute wine area vicinity Point Datoe
(1) BATFISH
Unsuccassfully attacks "Q® ship with seven
torpedoes and deck gun
(3) STOKM
Arrives in patrol area (Gulf of Bori)
(k) TANTALUS
(1) MUSKALLUNGE
(m) GROWLER, HAKE and HARDHEAD
Unite proceed independently to patrol area A-4
HARDHEAD remains Fremantle
(n) RATON
(¢) Lifeguard Submarines (BONEFISH, COD, LAPON, PADDLE)
(1) BONEFISH
Completes lifeguard duty and patrol; departs
for Pear] Harbor
(2) cop
Completes lifeguard duties; heads for regular
patrol statinn

ix CONE LML
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(3) LAFON 91

Completes lifeguard duly, departs Yor Fremantle 9N

g (4) PADDLZ 91
oy Roimains on patrol with additional lifeguard duties

. as diracted 91
(p) S»hmwarines Retiring from the zrea (BAYA, CAVALLA, HOE,
SBA RUVER, SPYTERUL, TRLEMACHUS, STURDY and

ZHAARDYISCH) 91.~92
(2) Operstions of CIF 72 {Submarines.East Australia)
{WAUTILUS, NARWHAL and CERQ) 92
: Or: specilal missions, therefore moitted from anaiysis 92
(2) Operations of {SAF SOWESPAC 92-97
Arvives Leyte Gulf in NASHVILILE 92
{a) Operations of C.G. FIFTH Alr Yorce Q2=9L
? Recrives directive verify by photos, contact Pare Pare Bay 92
‘ Assigns tuske YLo:
(1) ¢.G, FIFTH Bomber Commmand 92-93
(2) Commanding Cfficer 31Uth Bombardment Wing 93
(3) Commancing Officer WINETY-FIRST FPhoto Reconnaissance Wing 93
(4) Cr& 73.4 ‘Comcnder Fleet Air Wing SEVENTEEN) 994,
Discussion use unusual woids in direciives 9
Taske ansigned were carvied out 94
(b) Operatious of CTF 73 (Neval Air Force, SEVENTH Flset) 75.-97
; Proceeds toward Momntal in CURRITUTK 95
Moltains admintistrative control 95
Continusa reutire missions 95
: Planes cn search missions attack enexy aircraft contrary
[ ta basic instructions §5-96
Discussion thereon 96~97
(B) Uperations of CINCPAC-CINCPOA 92138
Zstimates Japarese ships cpsrational and their jistribution 56
Actual composition and distribution 98
(1) Weatern Pacifi: Task Porces 98-119
(a) Operations of COMTHIRDFLT 93-119
Frovides support snd cover for Leyte landings 98
Rsceives contact report from COMNAVGRECHINA 95
Weather conditions favorable 99
Receives contaet report from CTF 17 99
;‘ Leayns Suvuth China Ser air searches curtailed 99
[ TLearns above searches will bs maintained until QOMSOWIESPAC
! considers them no longer necessary 100
' Feels CTG 38.1 would camply with CTF 77's request for
fighter sweeps 100
Aavises cowund three enemy subusrines avproaching TG 30,3
from the ncrth 1060
2irects CTG 30.3 detach COWFERS and GRAYSON 100101
Feels TG 30.3 relatively secure enemy air, surface attacks 101
Learmsa dusk CAP regquested of CTG 38,4 by CTF 77 101
Recalves reguest from CTF 77 vratain one fest rarrier group
objective arra after lLi-day 101
Leerns “ormander Ma!n Feorce plarning scrtie 19th or 20th 101
Repiiea Lo CTF 7772 requests above 101

Dincussion thereon 102
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_irects CTF 38 neutralize enemy air activity central Philippines 102

Learns Sovth China Ses air searches continued 103
Suggests CTF 38 make small sweep against Coron Bay 103
Learns FITERON EIGHT suffering from combat fatiguse 103
Discussion thereon 103-104
Receives contact report on two aestroyers 104
Learns plenes CTG 30.5 directed cover TG 30.3 104
Notifies CTG 30.9 concerning CANBEFRA and HOUSTON emergency

repairs 104
Receives recommendation from CTF 38 for FITRON EIGHT's relief 105
Receives contact report on two destroyers 105
Directs CTG 38.1 delay transferring MARSHALL to UT° 38.2 105
Directs CTG 38.4 delay transferring BILOXI to CTG 38.2 105
Learns 184 operational aircraft two southern Formosa airfields 105
Learns GHQ SOWESPAC Advance Echelon established Leyte 1200 105-106
Amplifies previouns operation orders for employment TF 38

Qctober 2lat, issues orders for October 22nd 106
Discussion of orders for October 22nd 106=107
Pails order air searches over northern Luson 107
Discussion thereon 107-108
Learns air searches from Kossol Passage, Tinian n=gative 10
Receives report Leyte cpsrations from CTF 77 108
Pleased by report lack enemy air activity 108
(1) TF 38 (Fast Carrier Force) 109-117

(a) Operations of CTG 38.1, CTG 3&.4 (Fast Carrier Groups) 109-113
Procesding position launch pre-landing hour air strikes 109
Composition TG 38.1 and TG 38.4 109
Learns COMTHIRDFLT's intentions concerning changes in

complements of aircraft for "near future operations” 109

Arrive on station and launch air strikes 110
Weather conditions ideal 110-111
Discuasjon fighter sweeps and strikes 11
Discussion congestion in alr over objective area 111-112
Receives request for additional fighter sweepc

from CTF 77 112
CYG 38.4 directs McCALL to rejoin 12
Maintain cover over forces 112
Enenty air activity encountered 112-113
Total aircraft losses (1 VF, 1 VB) 113
Set course for Point MICK fuel 113
Raceive instractions to delay transferring

MARSHALL and BILOXI 113

(b) Operations of CTG 38,2, CTG 38,3 (Fast Carrier Groups) 113-117

Proceed independently to remdezvous Point READY 113
Learns intended changes cowplement aircraft in

carriers for near future operations 113
Weather comditions undesirable for fying 114
CABOT, STEPHEN POTTER, MILLER and THE SULLIVANS

rejoin 1G 38.2 114

CTG 38.2 receives report from BUNKER HILL FITERON EIGHT
suffering from combat fatigue, and forwards report to
CTF 38 and COMTHIRDFLT with recommendations 114
Discussion thereon 114~115
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CoNFIDENTINL October 20th

Effect rendezvous on schedule
Composition TG's 38.2 and 38.3
CTG 38.3 conducts searches as ordered
Searches negastive as regards ensmy forces but
contacted four submarines
Each group maintaine local patrecls
Aircraft losses (1 VT)
Encounters no enemy activiiy
Froceeds to following day launching position
(2) Operations of CTG 30.3 (Salvage Group)
Continues toward Uiithi
Augmented by Hunter-Killsr Group (CTG 30.7)
Detaches CABOT, THE SULLIVANS, STEPHEN POTTER, and MILLER
to CTG 38,2
TREVER and WATCH HILL jJoined
NICHOLSON reports to escort WICHITA
ZUNI joins
Learns possibility three enemy sutmarines approaching
from the riorth
ATR 50 and CHARRETTE join
Detaches WICHITA, NICHOLSON to TG 38,4, COWPENS and
CHARRETTE join
Present composition of TG 30.3
Maintaines CAP during the day
Estixates arrival Ulithi October 27th or 28th
Dropped from discussion
(3) Operations of CIG 30,5 (Air Search, Reconnaissance and
Photographic Group)
Comiucts rcutine air searches
Results uniformly negative
Implements prior orders to provide antisubmarine
protection for TG 30.3
Receives report searches from Tinian negative
Receives report searches from Kossol Passage negative
(2) Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force Pacific)
Method of discussing these submarinas
Sulmarine disposition inadequate to provide adequate intelligenca
Discussion thereon
Sends CONVOY COLLEGE submarine contact report soms 300 miles
diastant from them
Discussion thereon
Receives dispatches and issues instructions
Summary of day's operations - unfruitful
Rotation of submarines in patrol aress
(a) CURVOY COLLEGE
Background in.ormation
Receives contact report from CTF 17 with orders to "smsck them"
Composition of submarines in the urea
(1) SAWFISH, ICEFISH, DRUM
(2) SHARK, BLACKFISH, SEADRAGON
(3) SNOOK and COBIA
COBIA receives orders to report to CTF 71
SKOOR requests extension of patrol
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(b)

{e)

(a)

(1)

]

(L) PARCHE and SAILFISH
Proceeds toward Saipan
Reports ETA Saipan; names rescued airmen on board
Dropped from further discussion
(5) BLACKFIN
Transiting area to report to CTF 71
Northwest Coast of Formosa (TANG)
Proceeds to intercept enemy task force
Source cf contact report not known
Action sscms sound
Contacts enany force
Northeast Coast of Fc mosa
Operating as a reduceu wolfpack
(1) SILVERSIDES, TRIGGER
Operating off Kiirun hoping to contact task force
(2) SALMON
Proceeding to rendezvous with BARBEL
(3) WHALE and SEAHORSE
Proceeding independently »n route Midway
Dropped from discussion
MARU MORGUE (SKATE, SAURY, HURRFISH, STERLET, SEA DOG,
BARBEL, BILLFISH
Patrol areas assigned
STERLET attacks a small ship unsuccassfully
BARBEL ordered rendezvous with SALMON, proceed Saipan fuel
BARBEL learns COBIA routing to Fremantls
BILLFISH stands by to relieve SKATE
Nagasaki - Sasebo (CROAKER, PERCH)
PERCH en route Danjo Gunto; CROAKER en route Korea
Discussion of their movements
Discussion fact Commanding Officer CROAKER failed to assume
command of wolfpack in absence of orders
HIT PARADE
(1) The Approaches to Bungo Suido and Kii Suido
Background information
(a) BESUGO and RONQUIL
Operating as reduced wolfpack
Learns GABILAN detached to patrol Kii Suldo
Wolfpack commander inows eastern approaches
Bungo Suido entirely open
Uninown to these submarines the Main Force sortied
at 1735 passing close to Okinoshima
Learns of Allisd landing at Leyts
(b) GABILAN
Contimues toward Xii Suido
Decides best positions to patrol and chooses first
Muroto Saki
(2) The Approaches to Tckyo Bay (GRFENLING, TAMBOR)
TAMBOR heads for new patrol station
Discusaion thereon
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(C) China - Burma - India Theater
(1) Operations of C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force
Curtails search operstions due weather, temporary fuel shortage
Advises senior commanders search difficulties, flight cancellations
Disgussiun thereon
Several contacts made by search planes
Learns CINCPNA desires searches continued until COMSOWESPAC
no longer desires them
Resstimates situation, decides continue searches
Advises his seniors full searches will be made
Day searches make no important contacts
Night search planes make three contacts
Evaluates contacts received during the day

CHAPTER 1I - JAPANESF OPERATIONS, October 20th

(A) Operations of CinC Combined Fleet

Remains Omura due weather conditions

Learns detailed employment Mobile Feorce

Considers employment of Second Striking Force (CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and
DESRON ONE) in support First Striking Force or Main Force

Directs Commander SW Area Force have Second Striking Force carry out
counter-landing operations

Learns planned move 330 planes to Philippines

Likely learns Allied landing Leyte Gulf will occur presently

Knows Allies will have five days to establish beachhead

Learms of Allied air strikes central Philippines

Departs Omra for Hiyoshi

Learns army has now decided defend Leyte wdth maximum ground fcrees

Discussion events leading this change of view

Japanese histories give reasons which are not believed to have been
the motivating ones

Correct reasons

This decision defend Leyte not satisfactory to C.G. FOURTEENTH Area
Army <ho argues strongly against it

Discussion thereon

CofS Combined Fleet issues long delayed over-all plan

Discussion principal variations this plan [rom basic SHO One Plan

Discusaion soundness this plan

Discussion similar situation (Allied) in 1942

CofS directs Commander SECOND Striking Force consult Commander SIXTH
Base Alr Force regarding assignment destroyers

In so doing bypasses immediate superior in command

CofS requests CofS FIRST Striking Force enforce vigilance againast
large anemy aircraft Brunei

CofS advises all commands sxpect attacks by Allied iighter aircraft
in unexpected areas

Analysis incorrect

Reasons for erroneous councept

Learns Main Force sortis plans

Facts relating thereto

CofS Combined Flset issuss orders redeploy sutmarines to disperaed
stations off Leyte if no contact with enemy is made
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cowPISRNTIAL October 20th ;
4
CofS has advised Commander FIRST Striking Force thet staff Combined 1
Flest Headquarters has concluded it preferable penetrate enemy f
anchorage in two groups 160 i
Original dispatch not available 160 5
Diocpatch roleased with approval of CinC doubtful 1.60-161 ¥
Why this dispatch sent this time, in this mannsr not understood;
discussion thereon 161-163
Advises Commanders SIXTH, SEVENTH Base Air Forcea certain air
patrols no longer required 163
Arrives at Hiyoshi at 1145 163
Receives sdditional reports on enemy including enemy landings Tacloban 163-1&4
Recsives dispatches failed to receive en route 164
Rsceives other contact reports notably report on strong Allied Forces
in Leyte Guif 164,165
Mgy have lesarnsd FIRST Striking Worce arrived Brunei 165
Stuwdies rumning cstimate 165
Receives contact report on iwo carriers etc,, off Leyte Gulf 165
Leams SECOND Striking Force arrived Mako 165
During afternoon receives numerous dispatches 166
Reviews tasks assigned in DesOpOrd No, 363 166
CofS advises CofS Main Force that CARDIV FOULl and DESDIV's FORIY-ONE,
i SIXTY-ORE might bo detached 166
This order not clear 166~167
Learns Main Force had sortied Inland Sea as scheduled 167
Learns SW Arca Force advises Commander SECOND Striking Force confer
with FOURTE:NTH Area Army relative counter-attack operations 167
i Learns SECOND Striking Force to move as ordered by its Commander 167
; "mring afternoon receives int -lligence information 168-169
Discussion therson 169
Receives contact report on large aiiisd forces in Leyte Guif 169
Learns plan for Main Force to provide “lure" 169-170
Receives contact report on strong surface forces in Leyte Gulf i70
May have besii part of an army report 170
Advises Combined Fleet composition enemy force which attaciked Formosa
fumished by "POW" interrogation 170
Discussion of accuracy of information 170-172
Delay in releasing inommation not explained ' 1m
Importance of tnis information 172
Assigns two oilers to Main Force 172
Takes direct command of FIRST Striking Force 172
Hobile Force considered dissolved 172
Discussion thereon 17
Learns Main Force sortied from Bungo Suido 173
i Learns Commander SECOND Striking Force directed COMCRUDIV SIXTLEN
to move reinforcements to Leyte 173
L=arns CofS SECOND Striking Force's opinions for employment that
{force 174
; Revises CRUDIV S51ZTE¥N troop ocsrrying data 174
i Lsarns CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE, DESAON ONE sortie Mako following morming 174
& Learns CinC Southem Army desires SECOND 3iriwing Force transport
‘ SIXTY-FIGHTH Brigade 174-175
Learns submarine deplcyment 175
3 Learns enemy have landed at two points on Leyte; on Panaon, Dinagat
1 and Homonhon Islands 175
H - xv CONEAREROTTYN
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Learns Commander SW Area Force disapproved employing SECOND Striking
Forcs for transferring SIXTY-EIGHTH Brigade 175-176
Discussion of marked divergence of opinion concerning employment of
the SECOND Striking Forcs 176
Likely confers with Imperial General Headquarters in order obtain early
decision employ these naval forces in penetration operations 176-177
Discuexion thereon im
Receives congratulatory message from Minister of the Navy and Chief
of the Naval General Staff 1
(1) Operations of (ommander Motile Force 178.-182
In ZUIKAKU continues preparations for departure 178
Releases DesOpOrd No, 62 (Movemnent Plan) 178
Discussion of possible employment of SECOND Striking Force
in this plan 178-179
During forenoon receives most reports received by CinC 179
Issves instructions regarding redio deception 179
= Composition of force and routing instructions 160
A Track well choaen 180
iy Char.ges route after sortie due to later submarine information 180
4 Cautdioned concerning Allied fighter planes 180-181
3 Learns CinC has returned to Hiyoshi 18)
4 Advises CinC that the Main Force has sortied Iniand Sea 181
: ; Receives CinC's long delayed over-all plan for penetration operation 181
i Discussion thereon 181-182
; Receives CofS Combined Flest's suggestion tc consider doublie
| penetration 182
Likely knew of ships in Leyte Gilf 182
Advises CinC Combined Fleet me, - necessary to use radio deception
to "lure" enemy 182
Mobile Force dropped from further discussion 182
(a) Operations of Commander FIRST Striking Force 182-195
Approaches Brunei Bay under radio silence 182
Oilers not scheduled to arrive until following day 1&3
CRUDIV SIXTEEN assigned Commander SECOND Striking Force 183
Learns of torpedo attack by enemy submarine on Ugo Maru coivoy 183
Has every reason expect submarine action 183-184
Presents serious situation 184
Concerned over safety Brunei Fueling Group 184-185
Considers possibility detaching screening force 184
Estimates the situation 184-185
Decidea retain screening forces intact 185
Learms of second snemy submarine attack on Ugo Maru conwoy 185
Estimates convoy would attract enemy submarines and that
this would be halpful to his fuel ing group 185
Directs his cosmanders proceed into Brunel imdependently 186
Appears to have received contact report on allied carriers 186
Two destroyers report for duty 1-om Manila 186
Receiver warming that large Allied aircraft mey be opsrating
: in the vicinity la6-187
Issues fueling plan 187
5 Discuseion expected arrival time of Brunel Fueling Group 187
Directs reinforcemsnt of surface eacort for Brunel Fueling
Group by two destroyers 188
Receives information strong Allied forcea in Leyte Gulf 1a8

1
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Sets Alert Number Three at Brunei Bay anchorage

Fueling of lighter units coamenced from heavy combatant units

Directs cruisers provide planes for protection of Brunei Bay
Fueling Group

Learns SECOND Striking Force arrived at Msko

Directs complete radio silence while at anchor

Pubtlishes morning attack position of enemy submarine which
had attacked Ugo Maru conwoy

COMCRUDIV SEVEN directs search of area employing night
radar aquipped aircraft

Roceives CinC's long awmited over-all pian for the
penetration operation

Primary interest in plan lies in delaying X-day to October 25th

Recelives (ofS Combined Fleet's suggestion to consider double
penetration

Double penetration contrary to plans,orders and studies;
discussion thereon

Discussion of the ides of the double penetration

Receives contact reports on Allied forces in objective area
inciuding landing operations

Learns certain ships of Msin Force might be used to destroy
enemy remnants after diversicnary operation

Learns composition Allied force which had attacked Formosa

Believes these would be principal forces encountered and
that he will be onthrumbered not only in carriers and
battleships tut also in the air

Learns pointe at which the enemy has landed

Directe fualing of CRUDIV SIXTEEN

Learns FIRST Striking Force has been placad under
operational control of CinC Combined Fleet

Presence of large landing boats in BATDIV TWO and NAGATO
not explained

Discuasion thereon

Urits continue fueling during the night

(b) Operations of Commmnder Main Force

Prepares for departure

Type and number of aircraft loaded aboard carriers

Normal operating complement of planes and pilots

Units form at designated rendezvous in Inland Sea

Composition of force

Learns planes of 90lst Air Group to furnish antisubmarine
protection

Assumes radio silence

Receives report antisubmarine swesp off Bungo Suldo
completed and negative

Advises his command of present routing inmtentlons

Learns CofS Combined Fleet's tentative plan to detach certain
ships from Main Force to deatroy ememy remnants off Samar
after diversionary operations completed

Sorties Burngo Suido at which time forms No, One Alert
cruising disposition

Discussion thrreon

Operations Evaluation Group cosment conceminp this disposition
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Issues instructione for following day air cperations

Receives several contact reports smemy submarinas - all false

Learns FIRST Striking Force placed under command {inC
Combined Fleet

Now left wdth sole respcnaibility of the Main Force

Learns pointe at which the Allies had landed

Forced to change course to the eastward due contacts on eneuy
submarines, informs his command of planned route

Discusaion thereon

Has every reason to expect to encounter Allied submerines
off Bungo Suido ~ actually was undetected because Allied
submarines had moved away; Discussion thereon

Correctly comtinues to opsrate as if sortie undetectad

Receives numerous sight and cther contact reports

Discussion of weight given to reported composition of TF 38

(2) Operations of Commander Advance Expeditionary Force

3)

One additional submarine (RO 41) departs Inland Sea

Composition of "A" and *B" submarine groups

Receives order to redeplcy entire strength if *A" group
submarines unabtle to contact enemy

Estimates situation and redepioys his sutmarines

Gulding factors regarding effectiveneas of Japanese
submarine operations

Discussion of the deployment - inadequate

RO=-109 and RO-112, report for duty tut neither ready for sea

Operations of Commander SIXTH Base Air Force

At hesadquarters st Takao

Chief of Staff issues essentials of attack organisation

Learns night searches negative

Awaits results of morning searches

Learns Allies landing in central Philippines new date for penetra-
tion oparation (October 25th) and CinC's plan for ali out
offensive against Allied carriers by SIATH Base Air Force

New plan delays X-day twenty~four hours

Issues orders organiging units to be deployed to the Philippines

Learns Commander SECOND Striking Force ordered report Lo him
regarding assignment destroyers for movement of personnel
and equipwent to the Philippines

Learns movewent plan cof Main Force

Discussion of diepatches received

Learmns caution advised due aircraft being attacked unexpected areas

Learns friendly subtmarines may be redeployed

Important know where {friendly submarines will be operating

Learns SIXTH and SEVENTH Base Air Forces relieved of
respensibility for certain patrcls

Learas of Alliod air attacks in Philippines

Learns morning searches negative

Learns CinC Combined Fleet has returnad Hiyoshi

Receives reports of Allied landings and sightings thereon

Holds coordinated conference (n preparation movement Fhilippines

Discusaion therson

Issues crders commsction with his movement to the Philippines

Receives additional "T* Force units
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Copaniertil October 20th 3
Could see he was being provided with maxinmum forces available 214
Learns Main Force has sortied 214
Orders search and attack operations for next day 204-215
Learns of CofS Combined Fleet's suggestion for dcuble
penetration by FIRST Striking Force 215
CofS publishes air attack plan against enemy task force east
of Lamon Bay during night of October 22nd 215-216
Precise meaning of dispatch not clear 216
Receives contact report and RDF contscts 26
His Senior Staff Officer arrives at Manila for operational
conference with staff of Commander FIFTH Base Air Force 216
CofS requests three destroyers proceed Takao 216--21.7
Probably knew that Vice Admiral Takijiro Onishi, had relieved
Vice Admiral Kimpei Teraoka as Commander FIFTH Base Air Force 217
Aware that night flying boats had departed on search 217
(4) Operations of Commander SW Area Force 217-225
Remains at Manila headquarters 217
Knows Allied landing about to occur 217
Receives SIXTH Base Air Force (330 planes) attack organization 217
Directed order SECOND Striking Force expedite counterlanding
operations 217-218
Orders local defense forces prepare execute "U operation 218
Awaits reports from his reconnaissance planes 218
: Learns of Allied landings at Tacloban 218
i Learny FIRST Striking Force alerted against large enemy aircraft
[ while at Brunei 218
Learns all conmanders alerted against enemy {ighters 219
As Commander Philippine Force prepares move reinforcements Leyte ° 219
. Learns Commander Main Force's sortie plan 219
i Directs transfer of five carrier attack planes and crews to
‘ an active air group 219
! Discussion thereon 219-220
| Receives reports from Layte area of enemy action 220
! Discusaion limited surface forces available to counterlanding 220
i Learns CinC Combined Fleet has returned to Hiyoshi 220
: Contimes consultation with the Army 220-221
, Directs Cormander SECOND Striking Force confer with Commander
! POURTEENTH Area Army 22
i Receives Combined Fleet's over-all plan for penetration which
| establishes X—day as October 25th 221
H Discussion of the plan 222
g Learns of double penetration suggestion 222
i Learns of assignment of three destroyera to SIXTH Hase Air
! Force for escort duty 222
i Cancels preparations for "U" operations 222
: Learns of orders issued to COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN 222
Learns FIRST Striking Force placed under direct command of
h CinC Combined Flest 223
Learns recommendations by CofS SKCOND Striking Force concerning
: expioyent that force 223
Learns landing craft in cruisers and loadin~ details from
(COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN 223
Shculd have learmed SECOMD Striking Force planned sortie 0700
on following day and head south 223
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CofS informs Commander SECOND Striking Force that CinC Southern
Ay desires he be made available transport SIXTY-EIGHTH

Brigade 223
Refers question of employment SECOND Striking Porce to
Imperial GHQ (Navy Section) 22
- Knows Vice Admiral Onishi has relieved Vice Admiral Teraoka
1 as Commander FIFTH Rase Air Force 220
3 Estimates the situation as of midnight 22A~225
Holds operational conference at his headquarters with Commander
- : FIFTH Base Air Force and others 225
J (a) Operations of Commander SECOND Striking Force 225-233
Composition of force 225
Learns CofS Southwest Area Force has no objection to employing
| him in support PIRST Striking Force or Main Force 226
‘ Learns Luzon Strait Force to provide A/S patrol for him 226
Intercepts dispatch to Commander SW Area Force to order SECOND
Striking Force to conduct counterlanding operations 226
Arrives at Mako, has CAP at anchor 226

Ordered to provide one to three destroyers to escort convoy
transporting SIXTH Base Air Force ground personnel and

material to Philippines 226
| Assigns three destroyers of DESDIV TWENTY-ONE 226
,' Begins fueling from oiler 227
! Learns friendly submarines imay be redeployed 227
, Breaks radio silence and publishes sortie time 227
i Learns CinC Combined Fleet has returned to Hiyoshi 227
t’ Learns tasks prescribed of fleet forces during forthcoming
decisive battle 227-228
Advised to confer directly with FOURTEENTH Area Arey 228
Discussion therecn 228229
. Receives dispatch cancelling existing orders and placing him
O in control of the naval forces in counterattack operations 229
! Directs COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN to consult with the army 229
His CofS informs Commander SW Area Force of his desire to
be employed in the penetration operations 229230
Learns of double penetration suggestion 230
Publishes sortie plan 230-231
: Destination not clear 231
i Learns troop and supply capacity of CkUDIV SIXTEEN 231
] Learns FIRST Striking Force now under direct cosmmand CinC
' Combined Fleet 231
CofS issues plans to be effective if ordered to take part
in penetration operations 231
Discunsion thereon 231-232
Learns ammy desires use his force 232
Learns (nmmander SW Area Force disapproves this requested use 32
. Decides to awsit further information before sortieing 232-235
N Tancels projected sortie 233
Liscuse.on thereon 2313
(b) Operations of Commander FIFTH Base Air Force 23242
Remains at Manila headquarters 234
Estimates the situation 234
Final decision not known, but curtails general searches 234
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Reasons on which decision was based

Receivea SIXTH Bass Air Force attack organization (330 planes)

Learns FOURTH Air Arwy has launched twenty fighters against
shipping in Leyte Gulf

Orders two plane attack against enemy in Gulf

May have ordered three fighter bombers attack TU 77.L.1
which damaged SANGAMON

Receives CinC's order for the decimive battle

Receives contact reports on two carrier groups

Iasues orders to incorporate the "S% Attack Unit in 201st Unit

Digcussion thereon

Learns FIRST Siriking Force alerted sgainst large enemy
aircraft while at Brunei

Learns all commands alerted to surprise by enomy righters

Receives ordere transferring aircraft and crews

Learns operational strength of the SIXTH and SEVENTH Base
Air Forces %o be deployed south

Learns of Alljied operations in the Philippines

Learns CinC has reiurned to Hiyoshi

Receives contact reports

Learns two plane attuck completed, one plane lost

One plane way have torpedoed HONOLULU

Learns air groups shifted

Helde conference with Senlor Staff Officer from SIXTH Base
Air Force concerming movement to the Philippines

Relieved by Vice Admiral Takijiro Onishi, IJN

Leams of double penetration suggestion

Attends additional contrerence at Commander SW Area Forae Hdgtrs

Forms Kamikaze Special Attack Corpe

Learns units of "S" Attack Unit dissvlved this date and
placed under his command

Aircraft lost (7) aircraft remaining (33) operational

(B) Overations of C.G. POURTH Air Army

Remains at Manila Headquartsrs

Considered to have been aware of most important naval developments
Has fifty-five operational planes out of ninety-two available
Appears to have curtailed short range searches

Aware SECOND Air Division launched attack against enemy ships in Gulf
Discussion extraordinary measures necessiry muster attack twenty planes

Receives report enemy landing at Tacloban

Receives contact reports

Receives CinC's over-all plan

Incomplete records do not contain orders issued by command this day

However do contaln Preliminary Plan of Operations for Philippinea
Decisive Battle

Essentials this plan

Learns results of dawn air attack ~ report in error

Reports Philippines attacked by 310 planes

Receives contacti resports

Recelves intelligence sstimate enomy landing forces, consist of
about three divisions supported by eight.een carriers, twelve
battleshins and thirty to forty cruisers

Prepares h's plan for the decisive battle

Aircraft losses for the day (few)

Recelwvas additional planes, has remaining 75 opsmational planes
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conggoprTel October 21at
CHAFTER IIX = ALLIED OPERATIONS, October 2ist
(A) Operations of COMSOWESPAC

Remains abcard NASHVILLE

Learns planned employment of fast carrier task groups for D+l and
D+2 days

Receives congratulatory message from President of the United States

Discussion of planned employment of fast carrier task groups

Learns enemy plane had crashed AUSTRALIA

Replies to the Presidents' message

With members of staff goes ashore and addresses the people of the
Philippines for the second time

Interested in ~ompletion of Tacloban Airdrome

Discussion thereon

Returns aboard flagship and reviews day's dispatches

Discussion of necessity for accurate contact reports

Learns progress of minesweeping especially as regards Area SWEEP

Learns COMTHIRDFLT's request additional destroyers operation HOTFOOT

In flagship retires for the night

Makes second response to the President's message

Learmns COMTHIRDFLT not to provide dusk fighter protection as
requested by CTF 77

Receives COMTHIRDFLT's dispatch requesting early advise withdrawal
of transports and vulnerable shipping

Discussion thereon

Learns COMSEVENTHFLT reaquesting aircraft cbservation Coron Bay anchorage

Learns CTF 77 had decided retire damaged HONOCLULU and AUSTRALIA
Reports progress of landing to COMINCH
Receives contact report on carrier force in Formosa Strait
Drafts replv to COMTHIRDFLT calling for that commander to provide
full cover and support Leyte operation
Owing to radio silence not transmitted until following day
Discussion thereon
Receives request for opinion fwom COMTHIRDFLT concerning earliest
safe route to the Scuth China Sea
Discussion thereon
Discussion of widely differing opinions between COMTHIRDFLT and
COMSOWESPAC regarding employment fast carrier task forces
Receives report COMTHIRDFLT's air strikes against Luzon &nd Visayas
Receives vory favorable report of landing progress from CTF 77
Receives additional congratulatory dispatches
(1) Operations of Commander SEVENTH Fleet
In flagship returns to objective area off beaches
Ponders over reply to COMTHIRDFLT's request for aircraft targets
and coordination with other aircraft operations
Discussion thereon
Hemdquarters publishes favorable intelligence summary
Headquarters receives contact report ememy forces Celebes Sea

Recelves intelligence on Japanese oilers being dispatched Coron Bay

Discussion Coron Bay

Requests C.G. FIFTH Air Force keep Coron Bay under air observation

Discussion therson

Not. aware COMTHIRDFLT already taunched strike Coron Bay - negative
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Headquarters (Hollandia) advises CTF 78 no oilers at Kossol Roads 260
Headquarters publishes contact repert two light. cruisers Sibuyan Sea 260

(a) Operations of CTF 77 (Central Philippines Attack Force) 260-311
In flagship opsrating in night retirement area 250
Interested in operations ashore 260261
Anxious to expedite unloading 261.
Requests CTG 77.4 to make fighter sweeps of western Visayas
and northern Mindanao 261
Discussion therson 261
Loarns planned employment of faat carrier task groups which
makes no provision for one fast carrier group at objective
area after D=day 262
Learns enemy plane has crashed into AUSTRALIA 262
Observes unloading operations in Southern Transport Area 262
Discussion advisability retiring damaged cruisers (HONOLULU
and AUSTRALIA) 263
Orders CTG 77.4 to provide target CAP nver objective area
at daybreak 264
Orders damaged cruisers retire 2,
CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boat Group) enters Gulf reports for duiy 264
Receives recommendation from CTG 77.4 conduct air sweeps over
Cebu, Negros and morthern Mindanao 264
Receives minesweeping report, traffic routing information 265
Receives report from CTF 79 giving Allied situation 265266
Requests CTF 38 furnish fighter protection this day and D+2 266
% Advises other commends that no change in operating plan
for Motor Torpedo Boats necessary 266
Discussion of delegation of responsibility 267
Learne CTF 79 concerned regarding seriously reduced
bombardment ammunition 267
Issues instructions placing into effect Harbor Defemse Plan ONE 267-268
Discussion t.hereon 268
Decides fuel, ammunition repleni shwent plan unsatisfactory 268
Advises commands concerned replenishment group would be
avallable inside the Gulf on D+3 day and establishes
priority for replenishment 269
' Discussion regarding moving replenishment group inside Gulf 269
] Learns from CTF 79 that close support requirements of
. aircraft could be reducad 265
) In flagship retires eastern Leyte Gulf for night 269
; Concerned over CTF 38's inability provide special dusk CAP 270
3 Sends surmary day's operations to COMSOWESPAC 270
§ Weather conditions throughout day 271
{ Receives contact reports on enemy combatant forces 211
i Discussion these contactsincluding receipt possible third report 271-272
' Learns C.G. TENTH Corps assumed commnd ashore 272
Learns echelon L-1 had departed Leyte Gulf 2
Learns COMTHIRDFLT's rsquest concerning operations South
Chira Sea 272
Intercepts CTF 79's approval of CTU 77.2.2's fueling plan 272=-713
Receives report COMTHIRDFLT's air strike results against
Visayas and Coron Bay 273
Reviews the day's events with satisfactlon 273

xxiil CONPIIENTTR N




m—— e L
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(i) Operatiens of CTF 78 (Northern Attack Force) 27U~ 28i,
Remains anchored off RED Beach 274
LETY s continue encounte unloading Qifficulties 27
Reasons for delay ‘ 27
Cbservee enemy plane crash into AUSTRALIA 27
Leams pontoon causeways in place at RED Beach 20275
Bincussion necessily having pontoon causewnys and barges
under comtrol amphibious force comnander 275
b - Holds unloaded L3T's unti] nightfall before sailing 275
b learns CTF 77 has decided retire damagsd cruisers 275
: Orders unloading ships including nineteen I “Tis form
j and depart 1200 275-276
: ‘ Learns C.G. TENTH Corp. has assumed command ashore 276
\ Units remaining Leyte Gulf 276
g Receives Harbor Defense Plan ONE 276
Notes this plan does not chsnge his defensive measures
now in effect 276=-217
Informs CTF 77 that C.G. TENTH Corps has assumed
coanand ashore 277
Raquestsinformation Half Moon relating to Navy search
| Catalinas : 277
| Receives CTG 78.3's departure report 217
| Learns replenishment to srrive Culf D+3 day 21
! Remains at anchor while unloading continuwd 277
, (a) Operations of CTG 78.1 (Palo Attack Group) 276279
i Three large ships, eleven LST's still require unloading 278
| Concerned delay employing pontoon causeways 278
{ Unloading at RED Beach remaing slow in part tecause
eromy fire 278
Has one large ship and eight LST's remaining unload 278=279
Scheduled receive part Reinforcement Group ONE next day 279
(b) Operations of CTG 78.2 (San Ricardo Attack Group) 279-280
Remains anchored off WHITE Beach 279
Completed unicading LST's 279
Directe LCI's patrol San Juanice Strait 279
; Notes his thirteen LST's were departing 279
! Has two siips remaining unload 279260
( Recelves Harbor Defense Plan ONE 280
b Scheduled to receive supply shipping from Reinforcement
B Group CNE next day 280
(¢) Operations of CTu 77 «2.1 (Fire Support Unit NORTH)
and CTC 77.3 (Close Covering Group) 280-283
(1) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 280--281
Muposition of heavy Jhips 280
WEST VIRGINIA grow.is causing damage reducing
sustauined apeed to sixteen knots 281
Learns HONOLULU and AUSTIALIA reti ring <81
Furnishes call fires 81
Receives Harbor Daf-.ge Plan ONE 281
Operates accordnnce this plan 23
(2) Operations of CTG Y73 282-2813

At anchor in FS area 2R
Observes enesy> planc ciash into AUSTIWLI A 282

|
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Lsarms damaged cruisers o retive
Receives Harbor Dafense Plan ONE
Operates accordance t:is plan
(2) Operutions of CIG 78,3 (Panaor Attaek Group)
Awaita arrival of transpory et rendezvous
Transports arrive, depsria Leyte Gulf
Later reports Mis departure
Dropped frou further discussion
(¢) upsrations of CIG!a 78.6 (Reinforcement Group ONE},
78.7 (Reinforcenant, Group TWO), and 78.8 (Reinforwement
Group THREE)
(1) Operations of CTG's 78.6 and 78,7
Continues toward Larte Guir
Detaches escort carrier group
Rejoined by SAN PEDRO
Enters Leyts Gulf
(2) Operations of oTG 78,8
At Hollendia preparing to depart for Lerte
Operations of CTF 79 (Southern Attack Force)
Hamains at anchor as wloading continues
Recommends HONOLULYU be retired
Orders destroyers lower Surigav Strait retum original
screening stations
Recournends destroyers as escoirts for damaged cruisers
Makes at tustion report to CTF 77
Learrs ships designsted for FS duties
Receives reporti supply smoke munitions runeing low
Becomes gravely concemed over supply bomberdment ammuriticn
Ryceives query from CTU 77.2.,2 concerning responaiblility for
assigning call fire ahips ’
Learns CTG 79.1 has taken action retain smoke munitions in
objoctive area
Intercepte CTG 77,408 request make fighter sweeps
Issus retirement instructions for unloadsd ships
Directs destroyers as night =screen
Learns damaged cruisers to retire
Receives information low fuel situation fram CIU 77.2.2
Replies to CTU 77.2.2's query concerming responsibility
of asaigning FS ships
Reports his concurrence with CYG 77.4's recommendation to
wake fighter sweeps cver Visayas and northern Mindanao
Designates unloaded ships to form for departure
Receives composition transport and LST ares screen
Receives recommendation from CTG 79.2 for constant daylight
alr support over Catmon Hill
Approves CTU 77,2.2's fueling plan under certain conditione
Receives Harbor Defense Plan ONR
Does not change his basic plan

Concerned over best defenize against Japanase low-flying planes

Directs escort ships o rendesvous with COMCRUDIV WINE

Fails receive information replenishment group

Learms COMSOWESPAC to visit area TWENTY-'OURTH Corps
foilowing day
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Directs CTU 77.2.2 comply with Harbor Defense Plan ONE 290
Knows that convoy has deparied as previcusly directed 290
Assault shipping remaining 290
Recommends to CTF 77 oilers be ordered into objective area
and cancels authorigzation to CTU 77,2.,2 290
Eeceives CTF 77'a dispatch sdvising roplemishment groups ‘
would anchor Guif on D+3 day 291
Undouttedly ¥nows C.C.'s SEVENTH and NINETY-SIXTH Infantry
Divisions had assumed commsrni sshore 291
Learns Dulag airstrip captured by 184th Infantry 291
(a) Operations of CTG 79.1 (Attack Group ABLE) 291~-29%
In APFALACHIAN off YELLOW and VIOLET Beaches 29
Navigation off beaches difficult due to smoking periods 291
Learns shore party could handls cargo faster 271
Lands SECOND Pattalion SEVENTEENTH Infantry Regiment 291
Observes two low flying enemy planes escape 292
Learns Dulag airfield captursd 292
| Learns friendly plane shot down 292
| Directs disembariing of SEVENTH Division troops from
STARLIGHT and FELAND 292
Notifies CTF 79 of smrke material shortage 292
Directs departing ships transfer smoke materials to ships
remaining 292
Discus#ion thereon 292-293
Knows C.G. SEVENTH Infantry Division has assumed command
, ashore 293
| Receives instructions continue unloeading throughout night 293
s Detaches unloaded shiips to depart with convoy 293
i Assault shipping remsining 293
1 ! M kes summacy report of day'e operations 263294
» Raviews operations with some sstisfaction 29,
i Enemy reaction nil 294
E (b) Operations of CTG 79.2 (Attack Group BAKER) 294,--298
) ‘ Remains o?f ORANGE und BLUE Bearhes 294
g Receives report unloading proceeding rapidly 294
> Olains permiasion retain FS ships 294
¢ K Learns unloading dilatory and decides inspect beachee 295
E | Discussion beach conditions found upon personal inspection 295
; Opens fire with flagship on Catmon Hill 296
o Unlosding commences moving much faster 296
. Sights TG 70.1 entering Gulf 296
Requests C.G. NINETY-SIXTH Infantry Division report hour
= * command assumed sshore 296
g Discussion thereon 296297
4 General unloading interferred with by enemy mortar fire 297
A Advises CTF 79 constant patrol over Catmon Hill necessary 29
4 Heceives 1800 unloading report 297
Releases five unlcaled ships to join convoy 297
. WAR HAWK arx! TENNESSEX collide 298
Unloading percentage of ships remaining 268
{¢) Operations of CTW 77.2.2 {(Commander Fire Suppcrt Unit SOUTH) 298-300
Composition and disposition of force 298
Shoots down enemy ulane 298
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(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

Decides to clarify understanding CTF 79's operation
plan concerning FS assignments
Designated destroyers as escort for COMCRUDIV NINE
Learna fuel within command low
Receives reply from CTF 79 concerning FS assignments
Learns escorte assigned to devarting convoy
Receives Hurbor Defense Plan ONE tut sawaits orders
from CTF 79
Learns fueling plan approved by CIF 79 with medifications
Learns RICHARD P, LEARY to be returned to him
Learns TENNESSEE and WAR HAWK in collision
Receives ordera from CTF 79 carry out Harbor Defense
Plan ONE
Operations of CTG 77.2 {Bombardment and Fire Support Group)
During the day operated as .U 77.2.2
Receives Harbor Defense Plan ONE
Estimates the situation
Iasues orders to OOMBATDIV TWO
Receives orders trom CTF 79 carry out Harber Defense Plan ONE
Completes estimate and issues orders
Orders did not include TU 77.2.1
Receives FS request from CTF 79
Forms cruising disposition off Tay Tay Point
Operations of CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group)
Continues providing air cover and support
Conducts routine fighter sweeps
Armament for strike missions
Weather conditions in operating area
Support air strikes damage enemy positions
Recommends to CTF 77 that he be authorized make morning and
afternocn sweeps over Visayas and northern Mindanao
Receives request from CTF 77 for similar sweeps
Ordered by CTF 77 to provide target CAP at daybreak
Claims damage to the enemy by air strikes
Claims danage to the enemy by target CAP
Compilation of enemy air attacks in objective area
Japanese racords of damage sustained
Learns CINCPCA desires DESRON FORTY~SEVEN to augment TF 38
Discussion thereon
Total aircraft losses for the day (1 VT)
Aircraft remaining (287 VP, 169 VT)
Withdraws to night retirement areas
Operations of CITF 77.5 (Minesweeping amd Hydrographic Group)
Exploratory sweeps negative
Sweep Unit ONE not employed in mineswseping
Total mines reported swept (279), actual mines swept (285)
Summary of mineswseping operztions for October 22nd and 23rd;
reported swept (306) actual (302)
Dropped from further discuasion
Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boats)
Enters Leyte Gulf
Detaches HALF MOON to report to CTG 73.7
Anchore off Dio lalamd
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CW“ October 2lst
Reports to CTF 77 for duty 308
Advises air commanders of MIB operations 308
Directes ten MTB's deploy to patrol areas 308
Discussion objective assigned MTB's 309
Objective as stated in the general plan 309-310
Discusaion MTB dispouition 310
Reasons ftor limiting the number of MTB's on patrol 310
Of ten cordered to patrol only four MTB's took station
a8 directed 310311
Discussion NTB commarders changing orders m
Iseues planned disposition 7or following night 311
(b) Operations of CTF 71 (Submarines West Australia) 312-33).
Summary of informetion at hand 32
Receives contact reports from his submarines 312
Likely learns Balabac Strait unguarded 313
Takes no corrective action 313
Discussion of dispatches reporting enemv forces and addressing
certain submarines - are they information or Orders? 313-31%
Commanders who deviated from orders not criticized for so doing 314
Gives tacit approval of his commander's actions 314
Discussion thereon 314
Concerned over failure maintain committed patrol stations 314-315
Reestimates the situation 315
Issues three dispatches to his submarines 315
Discussion thereon - 315
Concept sound if asubmarines on station 316
Discussion attainment of mutual understanding Né
Informs his command of contact report on seven ship convoy
off Luson 316
Sends routing instructions to COBIA 3.6
Learns contacts in Pare Pare Bay unimportant 316
Learns Coron Bay likely be used by important slements
Japanese Fleet 317
Learns unidentified submarine sighted off Fremantle 317
Advises movements friendly subtmerines Fremantle 317
Receives contact report on combat shipping 318
Receives contact report wmarchant shipping 318
(1) BREAM and GUITARRO 318-319
Continue toward patrol stations 319
(2) ROX and BERGALL 319-322
{a) BERGALL 319-321
Fatrol extended for few days 319
Continues tormard sez area south of Saigon 319-320
: Discuseion UI'F 71's endorsement on BERGALL patrol report 321
(b) ROX in-322
— Patrol extended for few days 32
.‘ Continues toward sea area south of Saigon 321
' , Returns toward patrol line 321.-322
(3) BLUEGILL and ANGLER 322-32
5 {a) BLUEGILL 322
Departs patrol area for Miocs Woendi 322
{b) ANGLER 322-324
Estimates the situation 322-323
Discussi on thereon 323-324
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f (4) DACE and DARTER 32%-325

sk SO G ER

pr ! Patrol to terminate at sunset 3254
4 é (2) DARTER ' 324~325
1 : Mpkes summary report of pstrol 32
‘ Receives news broadcast invasion Philippines 324
Proceeds station west Ealabac Stiait 32,
Ordered remain area few more days 325
3 (b) DATE 325
5 Proteeds southern Palawan Passage 325
Raceives orders depurt area dark on following day 325
i (5) HAMMERHMEAD 326
Operating off Luconis Shoals 326
: Enemy forces enter and depart Brunei Bay unobsarved 326
Receives orders return Fremantle 326
3 | (6) TANTIVY 326327
! (7) sroic 327
3 : Patrolling Java Sea uneventfully 327
B | Dropped from further discussion 327
3 ! (8) GURNARD 327-328
R | Proceading area Point Datoe 327
3 i Basic orders to mine and then patrol 327
‘ Sighta smoke and gives chase 327
Discussion thereon 327-328
‘ (9) BATFISH 328
: (10) STORM 328
Patrolling approaches Gulf of Boni 328
Dropped from further discussion 328
(11) Submarines south of NEI Barrier (TANTALUS, MUSKALLUNGE,
GROWLER, HAKE, HARDHEAD, GUNNEL) 329
Dropped from further discussion until arrival within the
limits of the diagrame 329
(12) BONEFISH 329-330
Receives routing instructions Pearl Harbor or Midway 329
(13) cop 330
{14) LAPON 330
Proceeds Fremantle 330
(15) RATON 330-331
Proceeds Mios Woendi 330-331
(16) Lifeguard Submarines (PADDLE) 331
3 Conducts lifeguard duties on designated days 331
1 ' (17) Submarines retiring from the area (BAYA, HOE, SEA ROVER,
i SPITEFUL, TELEMACHUS, STURDY, ZWAARDVISCH) 331
; (2) Operations of CAAF SOWESPAC 331-3%7
| Remains NASHVILLE 331
{ With COMSOWESPAC goes ashore for inspection 331
: Pleased with progress of readying Tacloban ajrdrome 331~-332
: Anxious move fighter group forward 332
Returns aboard flagship 332

Headquarters at Hollandia issues intelligence summary which
indicates did not anticipate Japanese naval reaction in

: strength at this time 332
; (a) Operations of C.G. FIFTH Air Force 333-1335
" Assigns tasks for this day 333
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(1) C.G. FIFTH Bomber Command 333
(2) Comuanding Officer 310th Bombardment Wing 333
(3) Command Officer 91st Photo Reconnaissance Wing 333
{4) CTG 73.4 {Commander Flest Air Wing SEVENTEEN) 333
Learns results air strikes by own forcs 34
Japanese action reports say litile about these strikes 334
} Carries cut Search Plan FOX 335
l Raceives dispatch from CTF 77 relating to MTB operations 335
Receives COMSEVENTHFLT request keep Coron Bay under
surveillance 335
(b) Operations of CTF 73 (Naval Air Force) 335-~337
In CURRITUCK continues toward Morotai 335
Morotai-based squadrons under control of Commending Officer
310th Bombardment Wing 335
Breaks radio silence direct CTG 73.4 report all important
sightings to principal commanders 336
Discussion thereon 336
Advises command he and COMAIRSEVENTHFLT would maintsin
radio silence 336~337
(B) CINCPAC - CINCPOA 337371
= (1) Western Pacific Task Forces 337-355
{ (a) Operations of COMTHIRDFLT 337-355
Proceeding vicinity San Bernardino Strait 337
Launches fighter esweep and search 337
Decides retire BUNKER HILL and FITERON EIGHT 337
Advised by CINCPAC Commander Main Force had probably
sortied the Inland Sea 337
i Receives fighter sweep request from CTF 77 337-338
| Advises COMAIRPAC combat fatigue FITERON EIGHT 338
‘ Requests move up Guam carrier aircraft replacemsnts 338
Discussion concerning replacement piiots 338-339
Not sufficiently aware adverse effect sustained combat
operations on pilots and aircrows 339
Advises CITG 30.2 of fueling plan 340
Becomes concerned over increessing delay in delivery of
vital dispatch traffic 340
Studies existing strategic situation 340-341
Decides South China 35ea may become critical area 341
Queries COMSOWESPAC as to earliest estimate safe strike
South China Sea 341
| Learns of CTF 77's request for aircraft from TG 77.4 341-342
i Receives favorable report of landing situation 342
" Continues study of present situation 342-343
As a result,requestsearly advice where he could be relieved
fron necessity covering transports etc. 343
\ Discussion of advisability sending dispatches this nature
at this time 343
Intercepts request from CTF 77 requesting dusk CAP 343-344,
Publishes results of air strikes =345
Japanese information on these strikes meapger 3,5
Learns Coron Bay appears likely be used by important
elements Japanese fleet 45
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Had already this morning launched strike ageinst this area,
rindsnothing important 345346 i
Receives contact report on snemy battleship force 346 ;
Raceives contect report on eneay carrier force L6
Receives contact report on enesy submarine 346-247
Learns much merchant shipping on Tourane-Hong Kong route 347
: Discussilon of this latter report 347
3 Receives CTF 77'n summary report for the day 347
Receives raport heavy .hipping Hong Kong 348
(1) TF 38 (FPast Carrier Force 348-~353
(a) Overaticns of CTG 38,1 and CTG 38.4 348350
‘3 Rerdesvous with fueling group at Point MICK and
. commonces fueling 348
& McCALL rejoins TG 38.4 348
Weather conditions undesirable 348
COMCRUDIV SIX in WICHITA reporte to CTG 38.4 349
COWNPENS and GRAYSON report to CIG 38.1 349
Fueling complated 349
Receive replacement aircrafi and pilots 349
Head west to rendesvous with TG 38.2 349
Maintain air cover during day 349
Composition TG's 38,1 and 38.4 349-350
(b) Operations of CTG 38,2 and CTG 38.3 350353
Launch air strikes 350
Weather favorable 350
Damage claimed by strikes including Coron Bay 351
Japanese accounts these strikes 351
Claims of shipping damage appear excessive 351-352
CIG 38,2 conducts searches as ordered 352
Maintain air cover over forces 352
Enemy air activity in vicinity limited 352-353
Total aircraft losses for the day (5 VF, 1 VB, 2 V1) 353
CTG 38.2 heads on circuitous ruute tomard Point READY
to rendezvous with CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 353
CIG 38,2 heads toward Area MICKX to fuel 353
(2) Opsrations of CTG 30.5 (Air Search, Reconnaissance and
Photographic Group) 354355
Continues air aearches -~ all negative 354
Indications are searches not flown to full distapce 354~355
(2) Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force Pacific) 356-369
E Knows landings at Leyte piroceeding on schedule 356
Directs SNOOK to join SHARK wolfpack 356
L Discussion effectiveness wolfpack operations 356
i Necessity for kseping submarines informed of movements of
other friendly sulmarines 356357
Issues routing PONEFISH apparently unaware her earlier request 357
Estimates the situaticn 358
Releases GREENLING, TAMBOR (rom close in patrol Tokyo Bay 358
. Discusaion thereon 358
. Assigns lifeguards for strikes by TWENTIETH Air Force 358
: Realisea BONEFISH's dispatch had crossed his own 359
Learns ATULE, JALLO, PINTADO to depart Saipan next day 359
Receives contact report on carrier force Formosa 3trait 359
g lsaues routing instructions BARHEL 359
£ oot CoMBRCTTITY
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Receives BARBEL's contect on ensmy submarine 360
Losxrne HADDOCK, TUNA and HALIBUT had departed Saipan 360
(a) COMVOY COLLEGE 360-364
Rotate patrol areas 360
i {1) SAWFISH, ICEFISH, DRUM 360-361
j (2) SHARK, BLACKFISH, SEADRAGON 361~362
] Learms SHCOX to join wolfpack 361
SEADRAGON contacts Japanese SECOKD Striking Force 361=362
BLACKFISH crew 111 presumably from carbon tetrachloride 362
(3) SNGOK, COBIA 362-363
Operate as reduced wolfpack 262
SNOOK ordered to join SHARK wolfpack 1622363
! COBIA discontinues patrol to report to CTF 71 363
| (L) ELACKFIN 363
Tranaits Belintang Channel en route report CTF 71 363
{(5) HADDOCK, HALIBUT, TUNA 363-364
Departs Saipan for patrol in Luzon Strait area 363~364
(b) Northwest Coast of Pormosa (TANG) 364
Probably receives report of carrier force in Pormosa Strait 364
(c) Northeast Coast of Formoss {SILVERSIDES, TRIGGER, SALMON ) 365
i SAIMON en route rendezvous with BARBEL 365
Effects rendesvous, commences return patrol station 365
(d) MARU MORGUS (SEA DOG, SKATE, SAURY, BURRFISH, STERLET ,
RILLFISH, BARBEL) 365-36b
Submarines in area reduced from six to five 365
SKATE terminates patrol and departs area 365-366
‘ BILLFISH occupies area vacated by SKATE 366
! BARBEL effects rendezvous with SALMON 366
- BARBEL contacts enemy submarine 366
BARBEL dropped from further discussion 366
(e) Nagasski — Sasebo { CROAKER, PERCH) 367
CROAKER, PERCH receive lifeguard assignments Cctober 25th 367
PERCH receives contact on carrier forco Formosa Strait 367
(f) HIT PARADE 167-369
(1) The Approaches to Bungo Suido (BESUGC, RONQUIL) 367-368
Patrol westarn approaches Bungoe Suido 367
Japanese submarine RO-4L6 sorties Bungo Suido undetected 368
(2) The Approaches to Kii Suido (GARILAN) 368
(3) The Approvaches to Tokyo Bay (TAMPOR, GREENLING) 368-369
TAMBOR sights but unable sttack enemy submarine 368
Receive change patrol orders 3169
(C) China ~ Burma — India Theater 369-371
(1) Operations of C.G. FOURTEENTH Alr Force 169-371
Numerous contacts made by search planes 369-370
; Discussion contacts relative submarine operating sress 370
; OOMNAYGHPCHINA evaluates contacts and makes report 370-371
E Apparsitly contacts carrier force Formosa Strait n
4 Search plane on west course retuma to base 371
L CHAPTER IV - JAPANESE OPERATIONS, October 21st 372-4L8L
; (A) Operations of CinC Combined Fleet Y7 2-4T7
Watches situation from Hiyoshi 372
Has two highly important problews 372-373
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wnﬁm. October 2lst

Lesms PIRST Striking Force probably sighted
In reality had no cauae for alamm
Isportance efficient commnications intelligence organization
Roceivaes several pertinent dispatches
Discussion formation Kamikage units
Allows Commandsr SIXTH Base Air Porce change day general air offensive
Tearns night searches Garan Bi negative
Leams plans SECOND Striking Force in event ordered in penetration
Learny Allied aircraft attacking the Philippines
Raaffirms X-day as October 25th
Receives information Formosa and Japan to be bombed next day by
China basad planes
Warns Commander FIRST Striking Force to be alert for enemy
reconnaissance planes
Learns B24's operating far as Puerto Princesa, San Jose
Receives numerous contact reports
Receives intelligence largely from Allied broadcasts
Receives report Allies landing Rapu Rapu Island
Learns SECOND Striking Force ordered Manila
Receives information strong Allied ships Leyte Gulf
Receives SECOND Striking Force's sortie order
Learns Commander SW Area Force had assumed command all naval
sir forces Philippine Area
Receives SW Area Force dispatches conceming Army-Navy agreement
and the employwent of CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and DESRON ONE
Notifies naval units in Formosa, Nansei Shoto Area of possibie
air attacks froam China
Receives Imperial Rescript
(1) Operationg of Commander FIRST Striking Force
At Brunei refueling according to plan
Learns SECOND 3triking Force sortie cancelled
Learns CRUDIV SIXTEZEN to move first troop reinforcements
Learns his force probably sighted by aircraft
Necessarily concerned about three important items
Hearing nothing from Brunei Fueling Group, considers them safe
Le.rns SECOND Striking Force's plan in penetration operation
Directs all commanders assemble at 1700 in ATAGO
Notes Bruneil Fualing Group had entered port
Notes ASAGUMC and YAMAGUMO not with fueling group
Receives Allied broadcast about laniings on Leyte
Discusslon thereon
Receives numerous contact reports
Recelves confirmation X-day as October 25th
Alarted to Radio Tokyo decaption plan
Directs marking of channel in Balabac Strait
Leams shipboard aircraft being moved within cowmmand
Allied carrier aircraft attacka south of central Philippines
Recelves contact report on strong carrier force
Learna six recornaissance sea; . anes ordered cover his movement
northward
Receives report Allies landing on Rapu Kapu lsland
Recelves recomssndation maintain strict air alert
Observes ASAGUMO and YAMAGUMO return Brunei
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ey Octcher 21st

Learns outline movements of soms army troops

Issues written order for penetration operation

Issues preoposad movement schedule by dispatch

Comnander THIRD Section's written orders and his dispatch
orders likely discussed

Essence penetration plan

Discusaion objectives

Discussion guiding motivations of this plan

Discussion movement pian

Three routes considered for Main Body

Discussion these routes

Factors which motivated divided approach

Principal factor likely diversions; discussion therson

Correct procedure

Observaes CRUDIV S1XTEEN depart Brunei Bay for Manila

Learns SECOND Striking Porce departing Mako for Manila

Learns Commande™ SW Area Force has assumed command naval air
forces Philippine Area

Issues penetration dispatch from Labuan Island

Discussion this strategem

Learns Commander SW Area Force desires SECOND Striking Force in
penetration operation under his .ommand

COMBATDIV ONE assembles unit commanders in YAMATO

Unit commanders informed army reliance on navy in defense Leyte

Continues refueling )

Operations of Commander Main Force

Learns two oilers iransferred his command

Learns sortie SECOND Striking Force cancelled

Learns likely FIRST Striking Force discovered

Assumes day's cruising disposition

Discussion this disposition

Launches search aircraft

Learns deployment friendly submarines

Receives contact report his search planes on two submarines

Issues instructions employment radio deception

Alerted to Radio Tokvo deception

Receives confirmation X~day as October 25th

Discussion radio deception

Heceives certain important contact reports

ZUiKAKU detects torpedo noises

Learns B-24's operating far as Puerto Princesa, San Jose

Receives contact report on carrier force

Informs command no further sesarches this day

Learns SKCOND Striking Force ordered advance Manila

Means this force not to be o:dered his command

Recsives RUF report on carrier force

REvaluates contacts

Laarms various movements of army forces from SW Area Force

Receives report Allies landing Rapu Rapu Island

Studies Combined Fleet tentative plan

This plan similar COMTHIHDNLT's plan

Directs a1l ships entorce radio disciplines
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COMUIRER TS, October st =~ ~
Isaues air operations plan for next day 436
Learns SECOND Striking Force to depart Masko for Manils 436
Lossea indicate low state of training 436w437
Learns Allied ships in Leyte Gulf L3
Learns ISUZU has had continuous submarine contact 437
Learns Commander SW Area Force desires SECOND Striking Force
in penetration operation under his command 438
Learns operational policy SW Area Force 4 438
Learns Supply Force departing on schedule 438
(a) Operations of Commander Main Force Suppiy Force 439
Issues instructions to his command L39
(1) Operations of Commander FIRST Supply Group 439
Departs Tokuyama for Koniya 4,39
(2) Operations of Commander SECOND Supply Group 439
Remains Kure preparing for sortie L39
(3) Operations of Commander Advance Expeditionary Force 540
Submarine RO-46 departs Inlard Sea 44,0
Eleven submarines now at sea LiLC
Submari nes make no contacts 44,0
(&) Operations of Commander SIXTH Base Air Force LA40=4,52
At Takao awaiting contacts from night search planes L40
Iasues directives to his command 440
CofS publishes plan for general offensjve LI G
Anticipates specified date by one day A3
Reasons for this Wa1-4 42
Learns Kamikaze Special Attack Units formed 44,2
Discussion thereon L43
Learns night air sea:ches negative 443
Learns deployment friendly submarines Li4
Receives numerous contacts by FIFTH Base Air Force Lik
Issues basic directive movement aircraft to Philipnines 445
Discussion thereon W45
Warned China~based planes will attack Formosa, Japan LL6
Receives confirmation X~day as October 25th i 6
Learns B~24's operating far as Puerto Princessa, San Jose L6
Receives seversl contact reports on Allied carriers LUS-LL7
Learns China-based bombers sightad heading Formosa 447
Issues outline of onerations for following day INY
Learns SECOND Siriking Force ordered proceed Manila 44,8
Learns enemy has landed Rapu Rapu Island 448
Learns Commander SW Area Force has assumed command all naval
air forces Philippines L49
Discussion thereon L9
Does not provide direct air cover for FIRST Striking Force
except in limited wav L4,9-1,50
! Chooses to provide indirect cover by attacking enemy carr’ers 44,9-4,50
a Discussion this action - seems of doubtful correctness 450-451
i Warned against attack by China-based aircraft 451
.5 Learns report lanaings at Rapu Raru Island false 451452
! (5) Operations of Commander SW Area Foree 4L52-4A1
} At headquarters with staff in conference with Commander FIFTH
5 Bage Air Forcc representatives of the SIXTH Base Air Force 452
Estimates situation 452
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CONELLENTML, - Octcber 21st
Learns SECOND Striking Force sortie cancelled 453
Learns night searches from Garan Bi negative 453
Learns SECOND Striking Force's plan in penetretion operacion 453
Learns Allied planes had attacked the Philippines 453
Army and Navy reporte numbers attacking aircraft vary 4,534,514
Receives confirmetion X-day a3 Cctober Z5th LS54
Receives numerous contacts L54
‘ Receives warning 2xercise caution on certain radio messages as
i may be false for deception purposes Lo4=U55
; Learns B-24s operating far as Puerto Princesse, San Jose 4L55
| Directs SECOND Striking Force proceed Manila 45556
| Advises interested commanders developing situation with
relation army 4L57
! In view prospective arrival SIATH Base Air Force issues
instructions to his command 457458
Discussion thereon 458
Learns FIRST Striking Force probably sighted by aircraft 4,58
Cancels "UJ" Operation ..lert 458
Publishes Army-lavy Agreement mcve troops Cagayan to Leyte 459
Advises CinC Combined Fleet of opinion concerning employment
CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE, DESRON ONE 559
Discussion thereon ‘ 4,59-460
Learns enemy landing Rapu Rapu false 460
Warns of friendly ships operating Philippine Island waters L60
Implements basic Army-Navy Agreement above referred to 461
Commarnder FOURTEENTH Arsa Army coordinate action promulgated 5L6la
(a) Operations of Commander SKCOND Striking Force 462-4,65
, With CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and DESRON ONE at Mezko 462
Orders DESDIV TWENTY-ONE proceed Takac 462
Warned China~based planes will attack Formosa, Japan 462
Receives confirmation X-day as October 25th 463
Receives additional warning concerning China-based
enemy aircraft 463
Receives orders proceed Manila 4,63
Advises interested commands scheduled movement L6k
Awaits decision employment his command L64
Sorties Mako L6
Learns oW Area Force's view concerning his employment LéL
Receives ma.y dispatches and contact reports L6l =465
Learns Commander SW Ares Force has assumed command naval air
forces Philippines area 465
Unknown to him, his rorce contacted by Allied submarine 465
DESDIV TWENTY-ONE arrives at Takao K65
{1) Operations of COMCRUDIV SIXTwmkN L66-LET
At anchor Srunei Bay L66
Receives orders carry out first movement troop
reinforcements L66
Learns SECOND Striking Force ordered Manila L66
Receives many dispatches and contact reports L66
Knows he will handle counterlaiding operations with
CRUDIV SIXTEEN L66
Receives Army-Navy Agreement move troops Cagayan to Leyte 466467
(b) Operations of Commander FIFTH Base Air Force LE6T=4717
RHeceives SIXTH Base Air Force dispatch general offensive 467




COM October 218t .~ - *°

P
Receives confirmation of general offensive L68 §
No specific informetion available extent search, vreconnaissance 463 3
Learns deployment friendly submarines 468 !
Commences receiving contact reports on Allied carriers 4L,68-470 é
Announces surprise attack cn enemy ships Leyte Gulf 470 ;
Discussion theracn 470 ;
Studies FOURTH Air Army order for SHO COperation 470 .
‘ Receives sighting report from lookout station IS §
3 Directs further reconnaissance San Bernarcino Strait area 471 B
F Likely aware Kamikaze ettacks to ba initiated 471
Receives orders provide six recom -ssance seaplanes provide
A/S protection FIRST Striking Fousce 471
Learns B-2i4s operating far as Puerto Princessa, San Jose L1472
Receives confirmation X-day as October 25th 472
-4 Anmnounces Vice Admiral Onishbi has assumed command FIFTH
. Base Air Force 472
A Receives contact reports 472--4773 !
Receives Commander 3W Area Force's instructions once 3IXTH ‘
. Base Air Force reported 473
¥, 1 Knows search attack group of 3ix planes had departed Nichols
' Field %to attack carriers L73

3 Receives outline SIXTH Base Air Force operations for next day 473
E First Kamikaze attack unit departs Cebu Island to crash

enemy group of carriers 474
- i Discussion inauguration Kamikaze Special Attack Corps INIR
3 ; Receives report number enemy ships Leyte Gulf L75
Summary evaluation important contacts ensmy forces Philippines 475
Learns report enemy landing near legaspi false L15
Learns search attack from Nichols Field feiled make contact 475
Learns FOURTH Air Army has launched air strikes against
enemy ships Leyte Gulf 475
Learns opinions SW Area Force employment CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE,
DESRON ONE L7
Evaluation aircraft lost during day (9 planes) 477
Operational aircraft remainiag (24 planes) INY
(B) Operations of C.G. FOURTH Air Army L78-48L

| Learns Commander SIXTH Basa Air Force's plan for gencral air offensive 478
Mo information available as to extent of srarch and reconnaissance

cperations 478
Receives contact reports L78-479
Discusses utilization army basss L7179
Places THIRTIETH Fighter Group under Commander SLCOND Air Division L79
Issues Operation Order for coming offensive 479-480
Discussion thereon 4,80
; Receives ccnfirmation X-day as October 25th and a contact report 480
? Issues amplifying instructions relating to Operation Order 481
: Discussion essence this order L1482
Learns Allies landing Rapu Rapu Island L82
Receives contact report L82
Receives Commander . # Area Force's instructions once LIXTH Baase
Air Force reported LB2-L23
Receives informaticn of other events during the day L83
Results claimed for the days attacks are illegible L3 3-L5L
Available aircraft {37) L8l
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COlg{EEg;ﬁti. Octoher 22nd

CHAPTER V - ALLYED OPERATIONS, October <Znd

(A) Operations of COMSCWESPAC

Receives contact —~ ons on three cruisers in Palawan P#ssage
Trarsmits message to COMTHIRDFLY drafted on previous day, delayed
by radio silence .
Goes ashore to inspeet conditions
Raturns aboard NASKVILLE
Learns FOURTEENTHE Air Porce search tw.ned back by weather
Receives C(MTHIRUFLT forecast increase in enemy submerine activity
Receives summary of ground force activitles
Receives various other dispatches
(1) Operations of Commander SEVENTH Fleet
Administrative control remains Hollundia
Headquarters at Hollandia receives most dispatches including
contact reports
(a) Operations of CTF 77 (Central Fhilippines Attack Force)
Particularly interested in operations ashore, at heachheads
Receivas certain dispatches and voice radioc messages
including contact reports
Receives query CMINCH to CINCPUA requesting what COMTHIRDFLT
had in mind about safe route
Learns TG 77.4 protests prospe.tive detachment DESRON
FORTY-SEVEN
Discussion thereon
Receives SEA DRAGON contact of previous day on one carrier,
four unidentified war ships
Becomes concerned over fueling plan and cancels CTF 79's
approval
Implements air - sea rescue procedure
Discussion thereon
Receives 1000 situstion report from CTF 79
Directs replacements for DESRON FORTY-SEVEN
Discussion thereon
Directs CTG 77.2 furnuish antisubmarine patrols upon departure
attack force commanders
Cancels MTB patrcl southern San Juaunico Strait
Authoriges CTG 77.4 make fighler sweeps

Advises CTF 79 of C.G. SIXTH Army request concerning unloading

reserves

Discussion rebroaacasting contact reports

Dispaiches daily summary operations to CUMSOWESPAC

Discussion theroon

Informs C{F 79 details ceremony for installation Philippine
Govermment

Learns COMTHIFDFLT's plan for rearming, fueling, provising
his units

Studies own situation

Hequests retention CRUULIV FOUR

Unusual view mental attitudes CTF 77 vis-a-vis COMTHIRDFLT

Learns FOUKTEENTH Air Force ssarches turned back by weather

Learns extent of damage AEJT VIRGINIA

48 56056

L85-562
485

L85
486
486
437
487
W7
Lag
4L88-555
488

488-490
490-54L0
490

4L90~492
492

49<
492-493

493

493
L9L
L9l
L9k
495

495

495
496
496

496
498
498
LI8-499

499

499
L99-500
500
500
500
500--501

Learns proersss ashoie at northern beaches highly salisfacto.ily 501

Keceives CUTHINDFLT!'s forecest increase in enemy submarine

activity
xxxviii C(,)m
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CONPTORNGD October 22nd

Learns 3eacat operations to commence about Oct.ober 25th
Learns COMTHIRDFLT's intention retirs two Task Groups Ulithi
(1) Operations of CTF 78 (Northern Attack Force)
Responsible for expeditious unioading
Notes Reinforcsment Group ONE has arvived
Concerned over problem of unloading unita this grovp at
RED Beach
Decides authorize unlioading at Cataisan Point despite
delay corpleting airfisld
Discussion thereon
Queries CTG 78.5 progress mineswseping certain areas and
learns sweeping undervay
Learns CTG 77.2 to provide antisubmarine patrol upon
departure of attack force commanders
Directs unloaded transports form and depart
Receives instructions assign one destroyer aivision CTG 77.4
Directe unloaded LST's to form amd depart
Forwards summarized report of situation
Has number ships remaining to be unloaded
(a) Operations of CTG 78.1 (Palo Attack Group)
Discussed largely under CTF 78
Units Reenforcement Group ON& arrive
Learns certain unloaded ships to depart
Has fourteen LST's remaining be unloaded
(o) Operations of CTG 78,2 (San Ricardc Attack Zroup)
Units Reenforcement Group ONE &rrive
Learns certsain unloaded ships to depart
Has six LiT's, the JUPIT.h, ACHILLES and six X¥AK's
remaining to be unloaded
(c) Operations of CITU 77.2.1 (Fire Support Unit NORTH) and
CTG 77.3 (Close Covering Group)
(1) Opsrations of CTU 77.2.1
Composition of unit
Stands by for call fire missions
Retires to night stations north of Tay Tay Poirt
(2) Operations of CIG 77.3
Compesition of group
Stands by for call fire misslons
fietires to night station area SE of transport area
(d) Operaticnu of CTG 78.6 {Reinycrcement Group CNE},
CTG 78.7 (iteinforcement Group WO} and CTG 78.8
(Reinforcerent Group THHEE)
{1) Operations of CTG 78.6
Composition of aroup
Enters lLeyte Gulf on schedulse
Transports, LOT's WHITE Beach commence urloading
LiT's dastirnsd HeD Bea.h ordered anchor
Directs LiT*'s unload at Catalsan Point
Departs area with unloaded ghips
(2) Operations of CTG 78.7 and CIG 78.8
CTG 78.7 continues toward Leyte Gulfl
(TG 78.8 at Hollandia prepares for departure
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(2) Cperations of CTF 79 (Southern Attack Force) 516-534

Receives summairy rerort of CTG 79.1%.) operations of
previous day 516
Orders Naval bowrbardment of Catmcn Hill 517
Learns plan for saintaining acreen around transport area 517
Four L3T's destined ORANGE-BLUE Beach report repeatedly
for instructions 518
Receivws request f~om CTP 77 for summary of the situation
us of 1000 518
Criticized for appr.ving CTG 77.2's fueling recommendation 518
Forwards 1000 3ummary of the situation 519
Directs CTG 77.2 assign FS ships and arrange replenishment
schedule for next day 520
Discusses unloading problems in meeting with CTG 79.2 520
Learns CIG 77.2 assignments for F3 missions 521
Directs unlcaded ships >rm and depart 521
Studies unloading situation 521
bLirected send one cestroyex division to CTG 77.4 522
L=arns ships and stations of transport screen 522
Four L>7's again report for instrm stions 522
Complet«s discussion with CTG 79.2 522
Receives orders land Army Reserves area NINETY-SIXTH Infantry
Division 525
Lesarns of minesweeping progress 523
Directs four L5T's discharge at YELLOW TWO Beach 523
Recaives recommendation regarding transfer of smoke
i miterisls and vmmunition from departing ships 524
! Learns cowpositicn departing convoy 524
?’ Advises arcival date of damaged WAR HAWK 524
Many ships remaining to be completely unlozded 524-525
A (a) Operations of CTG 79.1 (Attack Group ABLE) 525-528
Continues unloading throughout njght 525
Unloading primary concern 525-526
Receives request for information concerning ahipping
3 of TWENTY-FOURTH Corps 526
Replies with unloading percentages 526
Assigns destroyers for night FS misaions 527
Learns transporis not to retire for night 527
Leams composition of ships departing 527
Directs unload meximum rate during night 527
Recommends LST ecllect saoke material and ammnition
from ships leaving area 527
Advises unloading percentages 527-528
Has thirty-one LsT's, four cargc ships, one transport
remiining to be complestely unloaded 528
(b) Oporations of CTG 79.2 (Attack Group BAKER) 528-532
Continues unloading ships 528
* Unloading problems still obtain 528.-529
¥ Observes Naval gunfire directed at Liberanan Head 529
Aisigned gunfire support ships 529
Receives raport of LoT unloading percentagea 5./9~530
A : Leaves flagship to inspect beaches 530
Returns to flagship, inspection unsatisfactory 530
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3 Receives wnloading report 530
3 Advises ships forming for departure 530
\ Orderod land 170TH Engineers 530-531
Discusses this order in MOUNT OLYMPUS ud.th CTF 79 531
Unloading situation improves 531
Hes five transporte, two cargo ships and nine lpS‘l"a
romaining to be unloaded 532
(c) Operations of CTU 77.2.2 (Fire Support Unit sou'ru) 532-534
Units delayed in reaching station due to reduced
AN visibility (smoke) 532 :
X His fueling plan disapproved by CTF 77 533 !
' Designated to provide air-sea rescue aircraft 533 t
v \ Receives operationsl orders from CTF 79 533 ‘
v " As CTG 77.2 submits fueling and ammunition ;
replenishment plan 533-534 ;
As CTG 77,2 instructed to provide antisubmarine i
patrol upon departure attack force comanders 534 :
(3) Operations of CTG 77.2 (Bombardment and Fire Support Group) 534-536
Operating in accordance with Harbor Defense Plan ONE 534~535
Composition cf group 534~535
Issues fueling instructions for next day 535
Operates during day as CTU 77.2.2 535
Day's operations completed, proceedz to night covering
5 station 535
(L) Operations of CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group) 536539
Continues to provide &ir cover over objective area 536
Weather conditions the area 536
Expresses concern over prospective detachment DESRON
FORTY=~-SEVEN 537
TU 77.4.24 joins having completed duty with TG 78.6 537
Now assembled in full strength 537
¥ Launches afternoon strike (32 VF, 12 VT) 537
4 Recovers afternoon strike (losses 3 VF, 1 VT) 538
During day flies 242 direct support, and forty-four
: fighter sweeps 538
Claims heavy success against Lahug and Opon airfields 538
Has planes remaining (313 VF, 190 VT) 539
(5) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boat Group) 539-540
At anchor San Pedro Bay 539
Prepares coimence patrol as scheduled 539
Movements of MTB's guided by certain instructions 539
Prepares to extend his operations according to plan 539-540
Decides base tender and fifteen MTB's at Liloan 540
MTB!'s depart for patrol stations 540
(v) Operatione of CTF 71 (Submarines West Anstralia) 541~555
Receives contact report from DARTER on thres large ships 541
Leamns DARTER not on assigned station 543
Takes no action; discussion thereon 541=542
Passes contact report to principal commanders 542
ilearns DARTER had iost contact 542
4 Studies the situstion 542
Learns DACL search for enemy negative 513
Learns of contact by TF 17 submarines on carrier force 543
X m
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Advises interested commands of submarine movements -
somewhat in error
Assigns lifeguard duties to PADDLE
Receives request from DACE for extension of patrol to work
mesrchant convoy
Authorizes DACE remain until October 24th
Discussion this extension
(1) BREAM and GUITARRO
(a) BREAM
Conducts patrol near Cape Calavite
Authority for such action
Discussion indefinite patrol orders
(b) GUITARRO
Continues toward Mindoro Strait
(2) ROCK and BERGALL
(a) BERGALL
Continues toward sea area south Saigon
(v) ROCK
Decides return patrol line
Decides remein patrol few days longer
(3) BLUBGILL
Continues return to base
(4) ANGLER
Picks up Japanese survivors
Patrols along traffic route toward Manils
Probably receives contact report by SEADRAGON
(5) DACE and DARTZR
(a) DARTER
Contacts CRUDIV SIXTERN
DACE joins in the chase
Unable to attack, loses contact
Heads for station in westem Balabac Streit
Establishes rendesvous with DACE
(b) DACE
Joins in chase of DARYER's contact
Search of Dangerous Ground for enemy negative
Commences return to Fremantle
Receives contact report on msrchant conwoy
Requests extension patrol to work convoy
Discussion thereon
Receives extension patrol
Ordered by wolfpack commander rendesvous with DARYTER
Discussion deviations from assigned patrol stations
(6) HAMMERHZAD
Continues tcward Fremantle
(7) TANTIVY
Dropped from further discussion
(8) GURNARD
Searches for convoy previcusly contacted
Contacts convoy, attempts attack
(9) BATFISH
Contimes towerd station north Scarborough SHOAL
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CQIFTUFNSIAL, October 22nd -

{10) cop
Reports sighting enemy aircraft Lingayan Gulf
Discussion thereon
Receives contact made by SEA DRAGON
(11) LAPON
Continmues toward Fremantle
{12) COBIA
Contimies towmrd Fremantle
Picks up Japanese surviwvors
{13) RATON
Continues toward Mios Woendi
Dropped from further discussion
(14) PADDLE (Lifeguard Sutmarins)
In Makassar Strait
Learns about air strike for next day
(15) Submarines retiring from the area
(2) Operations of CAAF SOWESPAC
Goes ashore with COMSOWESPAC
Doesn't 1like look of Leyte airdromes
(a) Operations of C.G. FIFTH Air Force
Assigns tasks
(1) C.G. FIFTH Bomber Command
(2) Commanding Officer 310th Bombardment Wing
(3) Commending Officer Ninety-First Photo Reconnaissance Wing
(4) CTG 73.4 (Commander Fleet Air Wing SEVENTE:N)
Advises PE,Y searches negative
Advises all commands concerned of planned strikes
Learns prescribed tasks accomplished this day
Claims riot supported by Japanese information
Notifies all concerned PBLY searches negative
(v) Operations of CTF 73 (Naval Air Force)
Continues toward Morotai
Continues to execute ssarch plan FCX
Claims damage to enemy
Search planes deviate from primary miseion by attacking
enesty shipping
Directs ten Catalinas (PEY's) to Leyte Gulf by October 23rd
(1) Operations of CTG 73.7 (Advanced Group)
HALF MOON and SAN CARLOS move to Hinunangan Bay
(B) Operations of CINCPAC - CINCPCA
Studies COMTHIHRDFLT's two dispatches to COMSOWESPAC
Issues inastructions to COMTHIRDFLT directing him in effect to continue

his covering operations and forbidding him to move ma jor units into
the South China Sea
Evaluates intelligence and decides Main Force or Supply Force had
sortied Inland Sea
Discussion this evalustion
(1) Western Pacific Task Forces
(a) Operations of COMTHIRDFLT
Continmuea toward Point READY
Recoives severai contact reports on enemy combatant ships in
Verde Island Passage and Palawmn Passage
Rendezvous with TG's 38,1 and 38.4L

x11ii NPT ey

553=554
553
553
554
554
554
554555
554
554~555
555
555
555
555
555
555
555
556=562
556
556
557=559
557
557
557
557
557
557
558
558
558~559

563

564
544,
565589
565589
565

565
565

{

B X I

I L
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Lesrns COMINCH desires early amplification COMTHIROFLT's

Receives CTG 30.5's request reduce air searches to 800 miles 573
Advises CVE's be fully utilized transport replacement aircraft 574
Informs CINCPAC present intentions send carrier groups Ulithi 57

request for route to South China Sea 565=-566
Learns from CINCPAC, Main Force or its supply force had
probably sortied Inland Sea 5566
Receives orders from CINCPAC in effect to contime his
covering operations and forbidding him to move major
units into the South China Sea 566
Intercepts SEADRAGON!'s contact report on carrier force
Lugen Strait 566
Continues concern himself with Operation HOTFOOT 567
Plans Strategical Psychological Warfare measure against Japan 567
Intercepts contact report by DARTER 568
Learns arrival "Window" shipment ' 568
Directs TG's 38,1, 38.4 to proceed Point CONDOR 568
Moves closer Ulithi 568
Directs HANCOCK transferred to CTG 38.1 568
Acknowledges orders continus cover SOWESPAC operations 568
Learns Saipan-based searches negative 569
Issues directive for next day 569
Directs TG's 38,1 and 38.4 proceed Ulithi 569
j Discussion thereon 569570
i Issues orders replenishment Ulithi 570
! Authoriges cancellation afternoon search due weather 570
‘ Requests number of planes remaining in CTG 38.1 571
Directs BUNKER HILL and escorts (TG 30.4) to Manus 57
Desires retain pilots FITRON EIGHT fit for combat 571
! Receives special contact report by Japanese plane 572
t Discussion thereon 572
| Replies COMINCH query concernirg South China Sea 572
! Discussion thereon 572=573
i

Learns planned strikes C.G. FIFTH Air Force 574
Advises CTG 30.8 of fueling plans 575
Discussion thereon 575
Intercepts Morotai-based plane contact 575
H Advises status ammnition available 575~576
Geceives reply from COMSOWESPAC mission cover KING 11
essential and paramount 576
Reestimates the situation 576
Informs command anticipated increase snemy submarine astivity 576
Amplifies report of previous day's strikes to COMSOWESPAC 576-577
E Learns air searches over South China Sea turned back by weather 577
i Recormends elimination duplicate weather reports 577
: H Learns air ssarches from Kosacl Passage negative 573
[ Review of COMTHIIDFLT's decisions on this day 578
s (1) TF 38 (Past Carrier Task Force) 579--589
(a) Operations of CTG 38.1, CTG 38.2 and CTG I8.4 579-582
¢ (1) CTG's 38.1 and 38,4 in company near Point READY
where joined by CTG 38.2 579
TG 38.2 launches morning search 579
E ¥ CTG 38.L transfers BILOXI to TG 38.2 579
CTG 38,1 tranafers MARSHALL to TG 38,2 579
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(2)

4481930 37

CTG's 38.2 and 38,3 ordered Point CONDOR
CTG 38.2 detaches HANCOCX to TG 38,1
Cancels afternoon search due to weather
CTG 38,2 detached and proceeds independently
Receives orders procesd Ulithi October 23rd
Receives orders transfer COMBATPAC in WASHINGTON
to TG 38.4
Learns of return to basic employment schedule
Maintains routine air patrols
(2) Operations of CTG 38.2
Operates independently from about 1150
Detaches HANCOCK with escortis
Makes no enemy contacts
(b) Operations of CTG 38.3
Proceeding to refuel
No replacement aircraft available
Ordered Point CONDOR
Mskes no enemy contacts
(2) Operations of CTG 30.5 (Air Search, Reconnaissance and
Photographic Group)
Continues route air searches
Requests suthorigation reduce 1,000 mjle search sectors
to 800 miles
Search plane sights two destroyers
Search planes fail to contact Main Force which is well
within search sector
Discussion thereon
Requests orders be issued move forward certain Marine air
units as scheduled
Learns COMTHIRDFLT articipates increase in enemy
submarine activity
Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force Pacific)
Raceives contact report from CTF 71 on three cruisers
SEADRAGON claime two timed torpedo hits in carrier
Discussion of contact received
Receives amplifying report from CTF 71 irdicating one cruiser
might be a battleship
Issues submarine movement notice
kdvises his command SEADRAGON's renort of two timed hits in carrier
Learns FOURTEENTH Air Force searches turmed back by weather
Receives contact report from DRUM on three destroyers
Learns COMTHIRDFLT expects increase in enemy submarine activity
Receives contact report from SHARK
Receives contact report from ICEFISH which reguests extension patrol
Summarizes day's contacts and evaluates movements
{(a) CONVOY COLLEGE
(1) SAWFISH, ICEFISH, DRUM
(a) SAWFISH
Wolfpack commander intercepts SHARK's contact report
on carrier force
Learns DRUM contacted three destroyvers
(b) ICEFISH
Sights task force (2 CA/CL, 3 DD)
Experiences difficulty sending report

. x1v O D,
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(c) DRIM 5%U~595
Sights three deatroyers 594595
Sends contact report 595
(2) SHARK, BLACKFISH, SEADRAGON 595--599
(a) SEADRAGCH 595-597
Attacks carrler force (actually SECOND Striking Force) 596
Queried concerning carrier 596
Sends contact report, two hits in carrier 596
(b) SHARK 597-598
Receives SEADRAGON's revort of snemy contact 597
Contacts enemy 597
Questions SEADRAGON concerning carrier 597
Unable close, sends contact report 598
Attempts regroup wolfpack 598
(c) BLACKFISH 508-599
Receives running reports on enemy contact 598-599
Coritacts enemy by radar 599
Unable close 590
(3) SNOOK 599
Patrolling independently 599
Intercepts SHARK's contact reports 599
Made no contacts, sets course to close SHARK 599
(4) BLACKFIN 599-6C0
! Appears to have arrived in patrol area 599
! Receives orders change patrol ares 599-600
,’ (57 HADDOCK, HALIBUT, TUNA 600
| Continue toward pat.ol station 600
(6} PINTADO, ATULE, JALLAO 600
1 Depart Saipan for patrol 600
g (7} BONEFISH 601
1 i Proceed townrd base 601
(b) Nortnwost Coast of Formosa (TANG) 601-602
TANG sights numerous enemy aircraft, makes no wevort 601
Discussion thereon 601502
(¢) Northeast Coast of Formosa (SILVERSIDES, THIGGER, SALMON) 602
(d) MARU MORGUE (SEA DOG, BILLFISH, SAURY, BURRFISH, STERLET) 602-603
(1) SEA DOG 602603
Attacks convoy sinking tuwo cargo ships 603
! (2) SKATE 603
4 ‘ Proceeds toward base 603
Dropped from fuvrther discussion 603
4 i (e) Nagasaki - Sasebo (CROAKER, PERCH) 603608
(f) HIT PARADE 604605
(1) The Approaches to Bungo Suido ( BESUGO, HONGUIL) 60l -605
Wrlfpack commander decides cover eastern Bango Suido
as well as western 604
Discussion thereon HEQU~6GS
(2) The Approaches tc Kii Svido (GABILAN) 605
(3) The Avproaches to Tokve Ray (GREENLING, TAMPOR) 605
{?) China ~ Burma - India Theater 606
(1) Operations of C.G. POURTHKENTH Air Force 506
Search planez turned back by weather 606
Anticipates cancslling night searches hecause of wsather 606
Ssarch planes might have located the SECOND Striking Force

had night search been flosn 606
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CHAPTER VI — JAPANESE OPERATIONS, October 22nd

(a)

g

B A

¢
fi

Operations of CinC Combined Fleet

Remaining s: Hiyoshi headquarters

Wstches drveloping situation closely

Still coucerned over SECOND Striking Force

Laarns CRUDIV SIXTEEN designated for the movement of troops
Receives FIRST Striking Force dispatch dividing his command into

two groups

Knows planned employment his principal forces in penetration operation

Directe Commander 3W Area Force to order Commander SECOND Striking
Porce into penetration operation
Discussion thereon
Actual reasons for not transferring SECOND Striking Force to
FIRST Striking Force
SEOOND Striking Force and THIRD Section expected operate separately
albeit closely
Discussion thereon
Learns Main Force reported as enemy
Receives planned future movements of that force
Advises all air commanders of Main Force routing
Receives numerous contact reports showing eleven to fourteen
ensmy carriers
Discussion thereon
In view five day deviation from the SHO Plan studiss situation to
determine shipping
Lzarns night search planes from Garan Bi made no contacts
Learns Main Body had sortied from Brunei at 0805
Serds dispatch exhorting all foarces do utmost
Receives dispatch reganding the jamning of enemy intelligence
organizations in the Philippines
Lesarns movemsnts of CRUDIV SIXTEEN reference Manils
Discussion therson
Learns of arders moving reinforcemsnts to Cagayan
CofS directs care be exercised in identification
Studyo developing situation and warns against Allied submarines
Loarns THIRD Section sortied Brunei at 1500
fisceives Main Force dispatch regarding changes in his prejected
movemsnt plan
Awaits movement reports SIXTH Base Air Force to the Philippines
Iasues dispatch concerning training of certain SIXTH Base Air
Force peraonnel
Laames of enemy air striltes in the Philippines
Receives intelligence information presumably from Allied broadcasts
Discussion of disagreement between CinC Southern Ar:y and C.G.
FOURTHEENTH Area Army
(1) Operations of Commander FIRST Striking Force
Continues departure preparations
Ships complete fueling to capacity at 0500
Or zanises Supply Force
Tranafers saaplansas within battleships
Commences getting udarway
Composition of FIRST and SECOND Sections (Mailn Body )
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b THIRD Section remains at auchor 626
Sortie undetected 626
Fails to make antisubmarine sweep on sortie 626=627
Has at least forty-one seaplanes 627-629
Forms alert crulsing dispositions 623
Discuszion thereon 629~631
e flecoivee numerous contact reports 632
' ; Estimates situation 632633
s Issues directive for search and escort aircraft (ship-based) 635
3 Rsceives message from CinC to use care in identification and
recognition 635
Y Issues modifying instructions for search and wcort aireraft 636
VY Receives warning against Allied submarines 636
: Receives numerous reports on aircraft, subm nes and mines 636637
. Issues maneuvering instructions for the night 638
Discussion thereon 638-639
DACE and DARTER in unfavorable intercepting position 659
(a) Operations of Commander THIRD Section 64,0-64,2
| Completes plans and issues them to his command 61,0641
j Sorties Brunei Bay &t 1500 641
3 Composition of THIRD Section 641
: Forms cruising disposition 641
a } Discussion thereon 641
Sends seaplane to make arrangemento with ships present mark
Balabac Strait L2
: Receives same reports as Commander FIRST Striking Force 6,2
_ Does not seem to be toc coacerned over the Allied submarinen
Rt % challenge 2
3 ! (2) Operations of Comuander Main Force 64,3664
% Continues toward a position about due east Luzon Stralt 63
5 Fonders developing situation (hes 113 planes) 63
4 Alerted by reported presunce en.ty submarines (all false) 643
§ Discussion Japanese doctrines regarding individual movementis
' of ships Ehly
Launches air search and A/S pairol oLy
Weather conditions not particularly satisfastoxy YAA
Assumes conditions alert for daylight steaming aL5
Sights type Two large flying boat 55
Concerned over shortages of standard articles 8,5-646

Notes land based aircraft assigned patrol duties hat not ap.eared YR
Lesrns friendly plane had reported contact on a foree uimilar to his 647

Revines air antisubmarine patrol dispositiuns &7
Decides force contacted was Main Forcs; notifies those concerned 647
Discussion thereon 64,8
Jasues schedule for the day 8
g Issues fueling rlan 648
* 3 Receives info from ityuga of RDF on what were wstimated to to
enemy carriers 64,8-6L9
Studies ensmy situation as of afternoon of rrevious day 6,9
Discussion therecn 650
Makes estimate of tho situation and decides on fuelir , course
and security precesutions 650 651
Discussion therseonr 651

i Supplements earliar oi-ers concsning air antisubmarine Cispositions 651
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Lexins plane had sighted and attacked enemy submarine
Delays fueling
Issues instractions mdifying fueling plans
Issues instructions for afternoon gsearch
Adviges commarnd that at 2116 previous evening enemy task force
was in Latitude 15°-00!N, Longitude 131°-00'E hesding north
Directs fueling opsrations be started immediately
Notes delays in fueling
Receives contact reports on Allied carriers
Reestimates the =.tuation and makes decisions
Discuassion thereon
Receivps penstration order for Main Body and THIRD Section
Lezrng SECOND Striking Forse to penetrate into Leyte Gulf - wonders
about coordination with THIRD Section
Receives CinC Combined Fleet's dispatch exhorting all forces to
do their utmost
Changes movement schedules
leaams both day searches negative
Learns CARDIV FOUR directs exercise care regards recognition
‘Issues air operations plan for following day
Receives Imperial Rescript
Discussion thereon
Lack of treining evidenced by loss aircraft
Ordere fueling continued until 2000
Discussion fueling performance
Pueling record table
Summary air cover during the day
Discussion continued movement to eastward
53 Contacts Allied submarines (false)
Radically changes courss - heads for planned station east of
" Luzon Strait
Receives CofS Combined Fleet's dispatch advising Main Force routing
Plots many contact reports
At 2400 about 680 miles due east of Formosa
(a) Operations of Commander Main Force Supply Force
Concerns himself with operations FIRST Supply Group
(1) Operations of Commander FIRST Supply Group
Sorties from Bungo Suido at 0500
Forced to reduce speed becauss of mishaps
Sonar contacts not on Aillied subtmarines
Fortunes of war are with him
(2) Operations of Commander SEUONG Supply Group
Rewrains at Kure making preparations for October 23ird
departurs
(3) Operations of Commander Advance Expeditionary Porce
Submarine I-~54 at 1700 contacts a group of Allied ships
Discussion thereon
{(4) Operations of Commander SIXTH Base Air Force
Completes preparations movement hia force to Philippines
Awaits reports from planes from Formosa and day searches Luzon
Revisws his plans
Substance of plans
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Learns Rapu Ra-u landing report false

Devetes his atuontion movement his forces to Philippines

Receivas errcneous report on carrier force 500 miles ezst of
Tacloban

Learns night sesarches from Garan Bi negative

Receives several contacts on carrier forces off Leyte GulY

Learns elghty transports inside Leyte Gulf

Aware of air reid warning southern XKyushu

Leerms with satisfaction no air strikes on Luzsn by the Allies

Estimates the sitwation

Niaayagion thereon

Decides present movement plan suitable

Cancels dusk attack owing inability determine Allied situation

Arrives Manila abou* 1700

Opsrates directly under Commander SW Area Force

Receives routine information dispatches

Sces the "die is cast®

Hecomes more familiar with plans FOURTH Air Army

Arrival SIXVK Pase Air Frrce Luzon causes great contusion

Learns SECOND Striking Force ordered penetrate Leyte Gulf in
coordination with FIRST Striking Force

Discussion tleveon

heestimates the situation and recommends &1l antisubmarine patrols
be assigned 954th and 955th Air Groups

Assigne taske for following davy

Learns for the tirst day's offensive strikes stili hae to rely
on FIFTH Base Air Force personnel for servicing aircraft

Believes has 178 aircraft in Clark area

Surmary of planex landing at Clark Field Complex

Studies running estimate determine whether changes in his wasic
plans required

Rsceives Cof: Combined Fleet's dispatch advising Main Force routing

i Dperations of Commander SW Area Force

Aware that designated air tases would not be corpleted when SIXTH
Base Alr Ferce arrived

Commenc: - raceiving contact reports

lLearns nuisht searches from Garan Bi neputive

Informaticn extent long range searches meager

Receives contact on eight carriers from FOURTH Air Army

Recelves Commander FIRST Striking Force's "penstration order®

ihis information very important for it affected air ope tations
his command

Receives report eighly transports in Leyte Guil

Rerwives CinC Combined Fleet'!'s dispatch directing Commander
SECOND St ~iking foree intn the peaetration operation

Receives above dispateh wil'  aiisfaction an? concern

Nirects Commander SECOND Striking Force to comply

Makea every effort insure effective movement two army hattalions
Cagayan to Leyte

Concerned over how wo nentralize the Allied "intelligenre o.,zans
in Philipolnes

Advises COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN concerning plans for movement two
battalions Cagsyan to Leyte
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Discussion thereon

Gstimates carrier forces he might encounter

Receives reguest for additicnal destroyers from COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN

Receives CinC Combined Fleet's dispatch exhorting all forces do
their ctmost

Receives suggestion exercise care in jidentification

Arrival Commander SIXTH Base Air Force in no way changes
relationahips betwean Commander SW Area Force and
Comuander FIFTH Base Air Force

683684
684~685
685

685
685-686

686

Learns air action by Main Force would be initiated dawn October 2hth 687

E2ceivas warning against Allied submarines
Discusaion thereon
Learns planned movements THIRD Section next three days
Learns THIRD Section plane operate independentlr
Results ¢onsuitations with THIRTY-FIFTH Army Headquarters relativs
landing craft
Knows Philippines have been struck by Allied aircraft (total 162)
Receives Commander SECOND Striking Force's dispatch advising
expected arrival entrance Surigao Strait 0600 October 25th
(a) Operations of Commander SECOND Striking Force
Heading toward Manila Bay
Fired on ineffectively by SEADRAGON with four torpedoes
Contacted by SHARK and BLACKFISH
CofS SW Area Force reiterates reccmmendation SECOND Striking
Force be employed penetration operation
Causes satisfaction and disagreement
Sights large aircraft
Decides send repregsentative Manila explain his plans
Discussion "Oft recurring requirements"
Directed take part psnetration operation and to cooperate
with Commander FIRST 3triking Force
Likely makes several estimates of situation employing
different assumptions
Discussion thereon
Foresees losing three DD's (likely DESDIV 21)
Would be serious reduction his fighting strength
Instructe COMDESDIV 21 rejoin SECOND Striking Forem
Learns F1RST Striking Force divided into two groups
will change owm plans
Awaits movement dispatch from Commander THIRD Section
Learns CRUDIV SIXTEEN directed arrive Cagayan to transpert
troops to Leyte
Receives Commander Main Forcaet!s planned route
Learns Allied submarines assembling cover novements Japanese
forces
Receives Commander THIRD Section's movement order
Now has necassary information prepare own plans
Estimates the situation
Issues psnetration orders to SECOND Striking Force
Discussion thereon
Discussion plans and ideas of Cine Combined Fleet
lasues SECOND Striking Force OpOrd ko, 5
Receives RDF Tix on Allied submarine transmitting an urgent
request

1 AN N A

6e7-688
688
688
689

689
690

691
692~707
692
692
692

693
693
694
69
695

695

695
695-696
696
696
696
696—697
697
697

697--098
698

698
698619
699
699
699700
700
701-702
702

702




W October 22nd
{1) Operations of COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN 702=T00
Unknown to him, is being trailed by DARTER 702=T02
Wonders what counterlandings are being contemplated 703
Receives diapstsh frrm CofS SW Area Forcae advising that
five transports w're to concentrate at Cagayan October
2ith ared were to come wnder his commard 703
FOURTESNTH Area Army's coordinate action 703
Estimates the sitaation, decides on reeds 703
avises Commander S¢ Area Force of needs 703
Receives CinC Combincd Flest's dispateh exhorting all
forces do their utmost 70L
To take charge of all ships Cagayan as Cormander SW Area
Force Guard Force 704
Wonders meaning "depending on the situation the divisien
may put jnto Manila Harbor® ' T0L~T0%
Receives (ommander Main Force's movement plan 705
Receives warning against Allied subtmarines 705
3 Receives COMEATDIV TWO's movewrant. plan for THTRD section 705-=706
Receives dispatch giving boats avallable Guard Torce 706
A Learns SLCOND Stiriking Force (CRUDIV TW'NTY=ONE, DESRON ONE)
to take part in penetration operation 706
o N¢ “es need for continuing antisubmarine measures 706
Ry (2) Operations of COMDESDIV TWENTY-ONE 106=707
g Sighted Ly DRUM /4
i Receives dispatch orders from Commander SECOND Striking
Force 707
' (b) Operations nf Commander FI.%H base Alir Force TO7-TLL
Fighters preparing for Kamikaze Operation 707
! Learns night search from Garan Bi negative 708
‘ Directs his command assist SIXTH Base Air Force in the
activation of base activities 708
Discussion thereon 08
Rereives contact reports on 1ight carriers by SECOND
Air Division 708-709
Not unduly alarmed by these contacts 709

Learns from C.G. FOURTH Air Army eighty transpoiis in Leyte Gulf 709
Receives first contact report from own search planes (on

. A carrier force) 709
-4 ; Aware arrival first units SIXTH Base Air Ferce 709
Learns division of FI2ST Striking Force and prospeciive route
each part 709-710
Receives supggestion exercise care in identification 710
g Learns gir action by Main Forco would be initiated dawn
Y ! Ociober 24th 70
! Learns planned movements THIRD Section next three davs 3
Briefs Commander SIXTH Base Air Force on current sjituation 711
Learns Commander SECOND Air Division?'s plans tor the general
offensive 711
Learns confusion caused by arrival SIXTH Base Air Fo:ce mne
Learns SIXTH Base Air Force's operations for next day 712
Learns plans SECOND Strikiny Force in penetration operation 72
Lesarns composition and route ot Main Force 712-713
Number of operational aircraft (24) 713
Japanese very adapt employing Jummy aircrafi 713
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DM scussior thereon T13~T1h
Ponders advisability moving a larye part his aircraft Davao Tk
(R) Operetions of C.G. FOURTH Air Army 715720
Concerned sver Allicd air operations 715
Awaits result= of the mnrning search and reconnsissance flights 75
Interested primarily in contacts made by his own nlanes 718
Receives two contact reports from SECOND Air Divigion on eight carriers 715
Error in contact identification - were escort carriers né i
Receives report eighty transports Leyts Gult 76 }
Orders Commander SECORD Air Division restrict attacks to Allied ships 5
other than war thips mMé
Receives report Yrom a Manila search plane 77
Cautions his =ommand nt
Learnas div.nion FIRST Striking roree and prospective route each part 717 .
Receives SECOND Air Divisioa Operatiom Order.A-207 which is discussed
herein 17718
This order conforms clnsely with his basic attack order (A-518) 7.8 :
Discussion therewt 719 !
Arrvival SIXTH Base sir Force causea coasiderable confision 719 .
Reinforcement sircraft erriving as planned (61 planes) 720
Receives reports imiicating Philiyppines had been attaciked hy ;
Allied aircraft 720
Oper-aiional planes (97} 720
CHAPTER VII -~ ALLIFD CFERATIONS, G000 — 1042 October 23md TA-T87
(A) Operations of COMSOWESPAC 7217864
" Receives contact reports on Japanese shipping en rovte Manila -
Coron Bsy area T2
Preparing inswall Philippine Commonwzalth Government 721
Gratified learn COMTHIRDFLT will contimue cover SOWESPAC operations 74 ‘
Receives DARTEER contact repaort on three probatle battleships in ‘
Palawan Passage fg'At
Recnives DARTER's report amolifying contsct to eleven ships 122
Informs COMNAVGRPCHINA he wants FOURTEENTH Air Force continue air
sear<hcs until November 30th T2 .
(1) Operations of CONHSEVENTHFLT 723-758 '
Takas no wwisual aotion either as COMSEVENTHFLT or as CANF SOWRSPAC 723
(a) Operaticns of CTF 77 (Central Philippines Attack Force) 723758
Watches contact reporis very closely due having eome transports
ard LET'a to unload and pruspective arrival TG 78,7 72372
Commences receiving contact reports ¢n enemy forces west of
Pnilippines 72k
Laams with satisfaction THIRD rleet vo search much of Sibuyan
: Sen as possible T2A-725
4 Receives report USRTER's contact on three probable battlesnips 725
; Discussion thereoa 725
E teceives second report from DAHTHFR increasing enemy to nine
( ahips 725
Confuses these contact reports 725726
Receives third report from DART:R increasing enemy fo eleven
; shipe 726
Receives intelligence Commander SECOND Striking Force had
?’ requested an oiler at Coron Day 726
gf‘ Restirates the situation and dscides request assistance from
H COMTHIRDFLT 720723
3 | 1144 CORPTiRTron,
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Observas rerlenishment grovp anchor

in Coron Bay area a3 build-up for magnified
rung against leryte
Discussion therson

intention of Tokyo Expresa operations

Necesaity for thinking each situstion through
Continues unioad’.ng
1000 daily
Cont.irues unlouding

Cavalry Division

Anchors San Pedro Bay
Contimues patrolling the area two
and 78.8 (Heinforcement Group Three)
(1) Opsrations of CTC 78.7
Approaching Leyte Gulf
(2) Operatione of CIG 78.8

an SOA of nine knots

Leyte Gulf
Tansfers to WASATCH for further transfer
Discusces above contacts with CTF 77
boats repcrt to CTG 78,2 for duty

Contimies unloading

Learns 381st RCT has landed
(c) Operations of CTU 77.2.2 (Fire Support

Jiv

Soxities Humboldt Hay and heads fo.

CGetober 23rd

Iaforms commanders le regards approach ensxy combatant ships

Tokyo Express

Disregards ensmy capsbilities of wajor ficet action and/or
raids by enemr surface forces and ge"tles instead on enemy

Navel War Cnllege analysis of Savo Island states, "A Commander
in making his plans, should follow the method of enemy
capabilities ruther than the mothod of enemy intentions*,

Reasons for CIF 7715 icceptance oi enemy intentions this case

(1) Operatiors of CIF 78 {Northe'm Attack Force and CIG 78.1)

Receives CTF 79's regreat ror operation summary as of
(a} Cperations vf CTG 78,2 (San Ricardo Attack Group)

Notes LCI(G)'s & and 69 commence recormoitering
San Jvanico Strait with representat.ive FIRST

{b) (1) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 (Fire Support Unit NORTH)
Reicases CALIPORNIA and PENNSYLVANIA proceed
indspendenitly stations FS Area SOUTH

(2) Opsrations of 4TG 77.3 {Close Covering Group)

to five miles

vast and southeast o€ the Tranaport Area
(c) Operations of CTG's 78.7 (Reinforcement Group Two)

Levte Gulf at

(2) Operations of CTF 79 (Southern Attack Force)

Obzerves unlosding and, because of contacts on Allied forces

in Palewan Passags and west Luson Strait, d2sices expedite
Advises CTF 77 of the TF 79 and TU 77.2.2 units present in

to Tacloban

Direcis CTG 79.1 send six LCI gunboats, four LCI (Mortar)
(a) Operations of CTG 79.1 (Attack Group ABLE)
Due to rapidity of unloading foresees early departure

(b) Operations of CTG 79.2 (Attack Group BAKER)
leasrns 170th Enginesr Battalion has landed

Unit SOUTH)

728

729
730-733

733

734
734~735
735
735-738
735

735
736
736

736
736-737

737
727
737

137

738
738
738
738

738
738-742

738

739
739
739

739
739-74L0
40
740
TL0-741
(Y

Th1-Th2
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Observes Replenishment Group (TU 77.7.1) enter and

w
g
i
4
§
;
4
¥
¥
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7
!

anchor off Liberanan Head Thl
RICHARD P, LEARY reports for duty Th2
(3) Operations of CTG 77.2 (Bombardment and Fire Support Group) 742~743
Continues to patrol east of Tay Tay Point with ships from
TU 77.2.2 Th2
TENNESSEE at anchor near Catmon Hill repairs completed %2
Directs units TU 77.2,2 proceed FS stations 742
Enemy aircraft appear, beginning at 0530 742
Makes plans for replenishment his units 743
(4) Operations of CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group) 743-TU5
Provides air cover and support over cbjective area and
3 his own unit 743
g CHENANGO's TCAP shoots down snemy rlane Thh
’ Flying conditions good Thdy
Support Groups commence hitting pill boxes and trenches
in the San Pablo Area Thds
Launches fighter sweeps against northern Mindanso airfields 744
3 Fighter sweeps strike Del Monte airfield complex Thds
Receives or intercepts contact reports of enemy comhatant
units in Palawan Passage and westward Luzcn Strait T4L5
Receives COMTHIRDFLT's order restationing his carriers to
search to westward L5
Estimates effect enamy movements toward Coron Bay and Manila 745
Decides new disposition carriers will enlarge the scope of
own cperations 745
Completes numerocus sorties Ths
Has 311 VF, 190 VT remaining 745
(5) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boats) 06
MTR's in San Juanico Strait make no contacts 46
Makes preparations extend operations include Mindanao

and Camotes Seas 6
Directs WACHAPREAGUE, with fifteen MTB's establish advance
base at Liloan Bay 6
Thirty MTB's endeavor coirplete woyage repairs and prepare
for immediate service Th6
{b) Operations of CTF 71 (Submarines West Australia) 6-758
Believes Japanese surface Jorce has entered his arsa of
responsibility L6
Regrets absence air searches by FOUKTKENTH Alr Force 746
Receive several contact reports from DARTER on enemy surface
[ forces renorting a minimum of eleven ships TLE-T4T
Passes this information to the Senior Allied Commanders THT
Estimates enemy force as from one carrier, four unidentified
ships to four large ships and three additional ships mne
E Regrets failed maintain on station four submarines which he
had promised he
Considei's Japanese forces contacted likely heading fer Coron Bay 748
(1) BREAM and GUITARRO proceeding independently to assigned
patrol stations L8
% (a) BHEAM, southwest of Manila, fires six torpedoes at
é enemy cruisers, liikely ATAGO or AOBA Class L2749
¥
:
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5, Torpedoes AOBA Th9
;1 - Air and gurface A/S sesrching sffectively for BREAM %9
; AOBA being towed by KINU en route Manils 749

3 (b) GUITARRO takes station for interception of reported
: Japanese force eén route Manila %9
(2) ROCK and BERGALL 750
ROCK returns to sssigned station 750

‘ BEHGALL having made no contacts off Saigon commences

return assigned station 750
(3) BLUEGILL procesding southward en route Mios woendi 750

(1) ANGLER reverses course and heads for Palawan Passage at

full speed in hopes intercepting DARTER's contact report 751
(5) DACE and DARTER rendezvous at 0100 and discuss tactics to

be employed for wolfpack operations against merchant
\ shipping 751

R i T L A L N

: ! Both DACE and DARTER make contact on FIRST Striking Force
3 | entering Palawan Passage — DARTER at 0116, DACE at 0125 751
3 j Encounter great difficulty in obtaining suitable attack
3 positions due speed of enemy ships 751
3 DARTER contacts by radar three probable battleships 752
! DACE now estimates correctly enemy disposition 752
Wolfpack comnander directs DACE submerge and make dawn
" attack with DARTER making first attack 752=753
? Directs DARTER take station ten miles ahead of western
‘ column and DACE ahead eastern column 752
DARTER fires bow tubes and sinks ATAGO 753
} DARTER fires four stern torpedoes at second heavy cruiser 753
; Makes two hits on TAKAO 753754
: DACE fires six bow torpedoes at battleship (actually MAYA) 754
DARTER notes enemy shipping departed except TAKAC 754
Attacks of DACE and DARTER possible because of iucky breaks 754756
(6) HAMMERHEAD departs for Fremantle 756

(7) GURNARD makes two unsuccessful attacks merchant ship convoy 756
Breaks off chase, heads Point DATOE minelaying operations 756

‘ (8) BATF1SH 757
: (9) CCD unable locate SEADRAGON contact 757
i Commences patrolling Cape Bojeador 757
\ (10) LAPON en route Fremantle decides render any assistance
PADDLE and patrols off Balikpapan 757
(11) COBIA completes trensit Mindoro Strait en route Fremantle 758
| (12) BLACKFIN receives orders to patrol Area D-6 and sets
} course for same 58
i (13) PADDLE arrives at lifeguard station off Balixpapan 758
E (14) Several submarines retiring from the area 758
% (2) Operations of CAAF SOWESPAC 75976k
: Prapares depart NASHVILLE attend installaticn President
Philippine Commonwealth 59
{a) Operations of C.G. FIFTH Air Force 759764
Awalts results tasks assigned snbordinates 759
Requests rescue PhY and fighter escort for bomber st.tike on ”
7

Puerto Princessa
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Piscussion thereon 260
CTF 77 vnable provide fighter esscort 760761
Learns two B=-24's staging through Morotasi, bombsd Malabato
airfield (near Coron Bay) 761
Discugsion thereon 761=-762
(b) Operations of CTF 73 (Naval Air Porce) 76276k
Arrives Morotai and moors alongside TANGIER 762
Due congested airfield requests CIG 77.4 have CVE arrive as
soon as possible 762
(1) Cperations of CTG 73.7 (Advanced Group) 763764
Awaits arrival first elements VPB's 763
Awaits CTF 77's reaction to request for fighter sscort
before replying to C.G. FIFTH Air Force's request
for rescue PHY 763
Learns two five-plane sections of PBY's have departed
Mios Woendi for Leyte 763
Advises CTF 77, "Daylight Catalina Available®; requires
fighter escort 764
(B) CINCPAC - CINCPOA 764-787
Advises command Japanese oiler axpected arrive Coron Bay this day 764
Learns Japanese plane for second straight day has made contact on
Japanese surfacs force off Okinawa 76k
Conaniders rt erroneous — {actually report correct as was on
Hain Force T6h
(1) Western Pacific Task Forces 765783
(a) Operations of COMTHIRDFLT 765783
Previous day dispatches show marked difference of opinion
regarding the strategic employment of TF 38 765
Katching developments to determine whether or not his planned
replenishment schedule wae sound 765
Receives SHARK!s report of four large and three additional
combatant ships 765
Recoives H.Q. COMSEVENTHFLT intelligence summary indlicating
no wajor reaction to invasion of Leyte 766

Reviews instructions to his command and decides his planned
operations for TG's 38.2 and 38.3 in Area CONDOR are net
sound 766
Pinds it difficult to swing blows in support from Area CONDOR 766
Decides move TG's 38.2 and 38.3 much closer to the Philippines 766
Directs CTF 38 {who was in TG 38,3):
(a) proceed immediately to Latitude 15°-00'N, Longitude
123°-30'%,
(b) extend afternoon air search cover much Sibuyan Ses as
practlicable,
(¢) launch early morning search to maximum distance in sector
220°-295°(T) and
(d) leave WASHINGTON, ALABAMA and DESDIV 100 at Point CONDOR

to rendezvous with CTG 38.4 757
Discussion thereon 767
Learr.s MESUGO now patrolling eastarn half Area 7; RONQUIL

wastern halft 767
\
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{ May have felt Bungo Suide submarines had failed intercept Main
Force or that Kii Suido or Shimonoseki Suido had been employed 768
Learns from CTF 71 of DARTER's contact on three probable

battleships in Palawan Passage 768
Recsives DRIM's contact report of the previous evening on
three destroyers 768
! Notes TG 38.2 has rendesvoused with the fueling group 768
‘ Receives DARTER's contact reports amplifying ensmy forces
first to nine and then to at least eleven enemy ships 769
Receives ICEFISH's contact of previous day on two heavy
eruisers and three destroyers 769
Believes correctly ICEFISH and SHARK's contact reports are
both on Japanese SECOND Striking Force 769
Reestimetes present cituation determine whether or not his
| plans are adequate 769=TT70
! Decides present plans are inadequate to guard approaches
; through Philippines TT1=772
! Reassigns 1G's 38,2, 38.3 and 38,4 along the eastern liltoral
' of the Philippines 772
Discussion thereon T72=773
Fails give coverage enemy moving from north or northeast 73
: } Issues no special instructions to CTG 30.5 to investigate
3 intelligence reporting Japanese force 773
Decides not to change CTG 38.1's orders 73
Discussion thereon T73=775
(1) TF 38 (Fast Carrier Force) 76783
(a) Operations of CTG's 38,1 and 38.4 176=T777
COMBATPAC in WASHINGTON with ALABAMA and DESDIV 100
joins TG 38.4 776
Composition TG 38.4 =TT
CTG 38,1 notifies COMNAVBASE Ulithi of impending
arrival with TG's 38,1 and 38.4 T
CTG 38.4 ordered operate off Samar i
(b) Opsrations of CTG 38.2 778-780
Receives instructions from COMTHIRDFLT directing him to
o operate about ninety miles due east Polillo Island 718
> Effects rendezvous with fueling group and commences
! fueling 78
, Is now to operate off eastern entrance San Bermardino
| Strait 778
: Use of phrase "unless otherwlse directed" discussed
herein 779
Detaches BUNKER HILL, STEPHEN POTTER, and BENHAM to
proceed Ulithi 780
Composition TG 38.2 780
(¢) Operations of CTG 38.3 780782
Learns CTF 38 with TG 38.3 directed proceed station
ninety miles due east Polillo Island 780
Detaches COMBATPAC in WASHINGTON with ALABAMA and
DESDIV 100 to join CTG 38.4 781
! Composition TG 38,3 781
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Learns movements other groups TF 38 but does not know

i

new assignment TG 38,2 782 :
Receives numerous contacts on Allied forces 782 4
{2) Operations of CTG 30.5 {(Air Search, Reconnaissance, and i
Photographic Growp) 782783 i
3 Continues air searches from Kossol Passage, Saipan and }
4 Tnian which as of 104Z are negative 782 §
Attacks merchant ships while on search 783 3
Discussion therson 783 :
(2) Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force Pacific) 783787 :
Realizes enemy surface units heading Luzon have likely entered
his area 783
Receives dispatch from BESUGO effect patrolling plan for HESUGO
and RONQUIL has been changed to cover Bungo Suido 783
Discussion thereon 783-784 i
3 Receives report DARTER has encountered three "procbable battleships"® !
o in Southern Palawan Passage 784785 '
5 Learns DARTER now reports enemy force composed of at least eleven
.‘.? ahips 785
g Notifies COMTHIRDFLT BONEFISH will arrive Saipan October 27th with
rescued airmen 785
(a) CONVOY COLLEGE 785
(b) Northwest Coast of Formosa 785-786
TANG sinks three cargo ships 785-786
(c) Northeast Coast of Formosa 786
(d) MARU MORGUB 786
(e) Nagasaki — Sasebo 786
CROAKER sinks cargo ship 786
(£) HIT PARADE 787
BESUGO and RONQUIL take stations acrosa entrance Bungo Suido 787
(C) China -~ Burma - India Theater 787
(1) Operations of C.G. FOUKTEENTH Air Force 787
Day searches as of 1042 negative 787
CHAPTER VIIY - JAPANESE OPERATIONS, 0000 - 1042 October 23rd 788-853
(A) Oporations of CinC Combined Fleet 788849
' Learns that (‘ormander SIXTHK Base Air Force has arrived st Manilas 788
"y Warns his commanders to give spacial attention activities Allied
' submarines 788
Learns Comainder SECOND Striking Porce's plan for penetration operation 789
P Becomes aware SECOND Striking Force plans enter Surigao Strait five
.- hours aj“er THIRD Section 789
iy Receives :ontact and RDF reports largely on Allied submarines 789
Learns A(3A torpedoed 790
Contact :epourts reveal little change in position and number Allied
carrie’s 791
; Learns Fain Force contacted by Japanese nlane 791
i DPiscussicn thereon 791
Receives additional rontacts on Allied submarines and surface craft 791
: Learns TAKAO torpedoad T
; Obseryes snemy awarv location two of hia task groups 792
1ix COREAINIGRE A 1,
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(1) Operstions of Commander FIRST Striking Force 793821,
ATAGO struck by torpedoes in Palawan Passage (sinks at 0653) 3
Transfers flag to KISHINAMI Tl
Learns TAKAO and MAYA also terpedoed 794
Owing poor communication facilities decides transfer flag to YAMAIC 79.4-795
Digcusaion thereon 195
! Knows command transferred to COMBATDIV ON: 795
Lsarns COMBATDIV ONE has assumed command 790

Learns COMBATDIV ONE has informed high command of uamage suffered 97
Vital information must get through to aporopriate personnel with

minirur delay 797199
Learms Commander SECOND Striking Force's plan in penetration
operation 798
Receives mmercus contact reports 798
! (a) Operati ons of Commander Main Body 799. 822
! Receives several iDF fixes on Allied submarines 79
Hears extrerely loud submarine radio transmission 779800
Main Body contacted by DARTER and DACE 800
Fails take adequate 4/° countermeasures 200
Discussion thereon £01-803
Fails launch aircraft R0
Discussion thereon 804,
ATAGO, TAKAO struck by torpedoes £04-805
Action to be taken upon submarine sipghtink discussed herein £05~-806
(1) Operations of Commander F1AST Section 806-814
Commences radical course changes because .f submarine 806-827
l ATAGO sinks (0653) 807
Observes MAYA explnde and sink (0705) 808
Boards KISHINAMI 808
Reestimates situation as regards TAKAO 808
Delays ir increasing speed 808
Discussion speed as an A/S defense 809810
Directs BATD!V THREE and NOSHIRD dispatch nc, 1 A/S
Patrol Group g10
Ships commence launching aircraft 811
Discussion cruising disposition 812
Transfers command to COMBATDIV ONE 813
COMBATDIV ONE estimates situation 814
NAGANAMI and TAKAO ordered Brunei Bay effect emergency
, rapairs 814
i Discussion thereon 814~815
: Asaigns ASASHIMO and NAGANAMI to escort TAKAO 816
Learns some aircraft FIRST Recco Unit have been launched 816
Informs units of change of command 817
Cancels A/S and A/A aircraft dispositions ordered by
FIKST Striking Force 817
: Releases BATDIV ONE SigOpOr< Ne. 16 organizing air patrels  817-218
! Rleceivea numerous contact reports A18
i (2) Operations of Commander SECOND Section (COMBATDIV THREE) 818-822

Commences making radical course change upon torpedoing of
: ATAGO and TAKAO and settles on course which would pass

over area where ships torpedoed 818-819
Discusaion thereon 819
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Orders FIRST Receo Unit to take off as soon as rsady and
carry out missions after neutralizing enemy submarines
Observas MAYA torpedoed anc turms away
Discussion Commanders decisions
(b) Operations of Commander THIRD Section
Air cover provided by land-based aircraft
Learns Commandsr SECOND Striking Force'a peiatration
operation plan
Advises his commuand of SECOND Siriking Force'z plans
Discussion Command Relstionships between Commsnder's THIRD
Section and SECOND Striking Force
Reslizes SECOND Striking Force plans operate well separated
{2) Operations of Commander Main Force
Receives dispatch frem CofS SIXTH Esse Air Force pointing out
Main Force ie dependent on 30lst Air Group for forward and
southern flank searches
Receives contact report of enemy carrier force
ISUZU sights submarine
Launches air search
Sights unidentified carrier-piane
Belatedly changes disposition from anti-submarine to ansi-aircraft
Discussion thereon
Sights Japanegse patrol plane which iiistakenly reports Main Force
as enemy
Discuasion thereon
Search plaie reports attacking unidentified submarine
Discussion difficulties due ditference maximun speeds within conrmand
Receives numercus reports concerning Allied units
(a) Operations of Commander Main Force Supply Force
(1) Operations of Commarsier FIRST Supply Group
En route Koniya (Amami O Shima)
(2) Oporations of Commander SECOND Supply Group
Preparing sortie Kure this day
(3) Operations of Commander Advanced Expeditionary Force
Available submarines (11) en route assigned positions
(4) Operations of Comrander SW Area Fcrce
Watching developing situation closely {rom his headquarters
in Manila
Learna AOBA torpedoed off Manila Bay
Reestimates situatinn relating thereto
Learns SIXTH Base Air Force attack ahorted becaus. nud weather
Receives numerous contacts on ensmy forces (Jurgely submarinea)
Directs two SC's proceed aid AOBA
Issues DesOpOrd No. 627 clarifying organization and i asi-r
SECOND Striking For.e
Learns AOBA bsing towed by KINU
Receives three additional contact reports
(a) Operations of Commander SECOND Striking Fovea
Learns AOBA torpedo«d off Manila
Changes course pass clear AOBA's position
Learns AOHKA being townd by KINU

— .
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i
(1) Operations of COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN gIe-gLy |
Y Discussion c¢ruising disposition 338-839 !
3 AOBA torpedoed by BREAM 839 i
Decides have KTINU vow AORA commencing at dawn 840
Wisdom this decision discussed herein 840~-841 i
KINU commences towing st 0815 841 i
Rzports towing has commenced 841 ;
3 (b} Opsrations of Commander SIXTH Base Air For:e 84 2-847 i
A i Notifies al) commands of ils movement to Manila 842
. Advises Main Force dependant on 80Lst Air Group for forward
and southern flank searches 842
Yot familiar with land-based operations in support Main Furce 842
| Reestimates situation 843
l Issues instructions to certain air units 843 N
! Learns AOBA torpedced Bl *?
‘ Likely launched his air searches 844 "
Units depart attack Allied carriers east of Philippines,
planes available less than 150 845
Most units ab~rt due bad weather 845
- 4 atlied force in Leyte Gulf sighted Ly search plane 845-845
‘ Directs commanders Clark Field complex maintain CAP cver area 46
Discussion over supervision planned action 846
Discussion possible success Kamikaze atvtacks and effect on
SIXTH Base Air Force 847
(c) Op=rations of Commander FIFTH Base Air Force 847-849
Decides disperse widely Kamikaze units 847848
Learms AOBA Uinrpedoed 8L3 i
Learns Kamikaze units depart attack carriers 848-849
Learns SIXTH Base Air Force attack aborted due weather 8L9
Receives contact on Allied forces in Leyte Gulf 84,9
{G) Operations of C.G. FOURTH Air Army 850-853
Learns C.G. SECOND Air Division issues order A-210 which implemented
A-207 of preceding day £50-851
Air units deploy to previously assigned bases £h2
Composition FOUKRTH Air Amy 852
Operaticnal attack ai.craft likely less than 150 planes 853
E Making preparations nove headquarters to Bacolod latsr in the day 253
h CHAPTER IX ~ FP1LOGUE 854
‘ * #* t
APPENDIX 1 ALLIED OHGANIZATION AT 1042 CCTOBER Z3KD,
BATTLE FOR LEYTE & LF 855883
APPENDIX II OHGANIZATION OF JAPANESE FCHRCES AT 1042
OCTC. ER 23RD, BATTLE FCR LkYTE GUL?P 884-888
APPENDIX JII AIR AND SURFACE OPERATIONS sRhAS OF RESPONSIBILITY BB9-A91
APPENDIX 1V JAPANYSE ATHCHAFT 892
APPENDIX V ABBRHEVIATIONS USaf IN THIS WORK 893-894
APFENDIX V1 ALLIED COMMUNICATIONS, CINCPOA, COMBOVESPAC,
COMTHIKDFLT AND COMSEVENTHFLT 895-900
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ALL TIMES IN THIS ANALYSIS, EXCEPT ALLIED DISPATCH TIMES
ARE ZONE TIME (=9)
ALLIED DISPATCH TIMES ARE GREENWICH CIVIL TIME*

The t'me of receipt of many dispatches, both Allied and Japsnese, has
been generally unavailable to this analysis. In order to compensate for
this, it nas been assumed from an average time of receipt of & number of
important dispatches that, unless otherwise stated, important dispatches
concerning operations were received by action addressees in one=half hour
when handled via direct circuits. Such assumed times of receipt are
indicated by the phrase "at about", while actual times of receipt are
indicated by the phrase %at (time inserted)", While this assumption may
seem snomewhat generous, a study of this analysis will show that where such
assumptions are made the result of later receipt (such as one hour or more)
wonld have caused little or no change in the basic study.

Often the time of receipt is known for one command but is not known for
other commands, When this much information is avaiiable an anelysis of the
commander under discussion is made to determine whether or not it was likely
he received the dispatch on the same transmission as the coumander with the
known time of receipt, Such items as location, cowmand organization,
jmportance of command and importance of the dispatch are conaidered, When
appropriate it is therefore assumed that seversl conmanders received a
particular dispatch at the same time, in which case this assumption is so
indicated in the text,

In order to summarize cortact information each contact plate lists in
tabular form time of contact, location and the time of receipt by the
principal cormmanders. The abbreviation "Rec'd" ir the time box indicates
the report was probably received; exact time unknown. The time box left
blank indicates either lack of information as to receipt or the contact was
considered of lesser concern to the commander, Where applicable the one~
half hour transmission time assumption explained above, has been applied to
contact reports and those receipt times recorded,

® It will be noted that scme Allied Air Force dispatches employ local zone
time, in which cases the zone designating letter (I) is suffixed to the
date-time group.
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PRINCIPAL COMMANDERS
ALLIED

(a) Southwest Pacific Area
Commander Southwest Pacific Area ( COMSOWESPAC)

Chief of Staff

Commarder Allied Air Force SOWESPAC
(MIWSPAC)
Chief of Staff

Commander Allied Naval Forces SOWESPAC
( CANFPSOWESPAC)
Chief of Staff

Coammander SEVENTH Pleet (COHSEVENTHFLT)
Chief of Staff

Commarding General SIXTH Army

Chief of Staff

Commander Central Philippines Attack Force

(cTR 77)

Chief of Staff

Commander Bombardment and Fire Support Group

(C1G 77.2)

Chief of Staff

Commander Escort Carrier Group (CTG 77.4)

Chief of Staff

1xvii

General MacArthur,
Douglas A., USA

Lt. Genersl Sutherland,
Richard K., USA

Lt. Ceneral Kenney
Geor,» C. (AC), USA

Brigadier Genersl Beebe,
Hoyden E., (AC), UsA

Vice Admiral Kinkaid,
Thomas C., USK

Commodore Schaeffer,
Valentine H., USN

Vice Admiral Kinkaid,
Thomas C., USN

Commodore Schaeffer,
Valentine H,, USN

Lt. General Krueger,
Walter, USA

Brigadier General Decker,
George H., USA

Vice Admiral Kinkaid,
Thomas C., USN

Commodore Schaeffer,
Velentine H., USK

Rear Admiral Oldendorf,
Jesse B., USN

Captain Bates, Richard
W., USN

Asar Admiral Spra7fue,
Thomas L., USN

(aptain Carson,
Joseph M., USN
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Commander Dinsgat Attack Group (CTG 7€.4)
Chief of 3Staff

Commander Minesweeping and Hydrographic Grouph
(c16 77.5)

Commander Northern Attack Force (CTF 78)
Chief of Staff

Commander Palo Attack Group (CTG 78.1)
Chief of Staff

Commander San Ricardo Attack Group (CTG 78.2)
Chief of Staff

Commander Southern Attack Force (CTF 79)
Chiof of Staff

Commander Attack Group ABLE (CTG 79.1)
Chief of Staff

Commander Attack Group BAKEE (CTG 79.2)

Chief of Staff

Rear Admiral Struble,
Arthur D,, USK

Captain Abdill,
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