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I am honoured and delighted to have been invited to provide an introduction to the 

inaugural issue of the Newsletter and to the Jules Verne Society of Great Britain.  

Jules Verne had British ancestry through his mother, nee Allotte de la Fuÿe, the 

descendant of an N Allott, a Scottish archer who was ennobled by Louis XI. Verne 

loved Britain and set two of his novels in Scotland, as well as writing his first 

completed book as Backwards to Britain, a brilliant account of his formative 1859 

journey to Edinburgh and London. It is therefore timely and fitting that a British 

Verne Society be set up, to join its sister organisations in France, the US, Germany, 

Holland and Istria.  

The mission of the Society is to encourage all things Vernian amongst 

enthusiasts in Britain and elsewhere. Some of the activities will have a clear British 

connection, but all will appeal to Verne-lovers worldwide. As well as annual 

meetings, when members will be able to discuss their passion face to face, it is 

planned to have a sustained Internet presence, in terms of both a Website and an email 

forum, an active publishing programme and a general role of ensuring that Verne is 

known much better in Britain. Thanks to the energetic management of the Secretary, 

Stuart Williams, I am confident that members will benefit greatly from the Society.  

As we move towards the mammoth upsurge in interest in Verne coinciding 

with the centenary of his death, in 2005, and as English-language activities 

increasingly dominate international communication, the JVS of GB is ideally placed 

to focus worldwide attention on our beloved writer.  

Whether we are academics, translators, publishers or – most important of all – 

simply people that like reading Verne’s stories, the Society is the ideal venue to share 

our passion. I would like to congratulate and thank Stuart for his wonderful initiative. 

May the Society go from strength to strength!  
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