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THE IMPACT OF WAR ON NORTH KOREAN CIVILIANS

The North Eorean clvilian population is suffering from a serious
deterioration in living atandardsJ

The situation, which has been described as "scatastrophic" by.a
Czechoslovekian diplomaet in Pyongyang, apparently arlses from the cumu-
lative effect of ceaseless UN bombing, the necessity of partially o

supporting en army in excess of half s million, and the severe redustion
in the agrioultural population.

Mejor shortages have developed es e result of the near-total destruo=
tion of the embryonic North Koreen consumer goods industry, perticularly
textile millse |

aveilable, it is believed thet the coming fall harvest will be smaller

than the admittedly poor ocrop of 1960. Major factors contributing to

such a shortage will be the lack of any appreoisble amount of chemical

fertillzers, serious flood conditions throughout much of North Koree, a S

lack of adequate séed, and the oritical shortege of farm lsbor and ferm

eninals, 'Despite the atatement | |that there will be
enough t0 eat,™ other svidence points to the contrarye A recent inter=-

nal propaganda campaign has been continuously urging North Korean farmers

to make their "tax payments in kind" promptly.

The impact of the war has proba
the urban and industriel workers.

"Some reports allege thet mcute inflation hes raised the sost of food
and remaining oonsumer goods as much as 700 percent over June, 1950 lavels.
Taxationh 18 reported to be three times as burdensome as in the period be-
fore the war, end the forced purchase of defense bonds end lottery tickets
to raise funds for military materlals is reportedly commone

TOP SECRET SUEDE-

PPROVED FOR RELEASE
DATE: 22-Mar-2010



http://thepaperlessoffice.org/about

TwP SECRET-SUEDE—

Disease is belleved to pose e serious threats |

ourrent "anti-epidemic campalgn™ beéing waged by the North Korean govern-
ment and by refugee reports that no hospital spece. is avaellable for
clvilianse

A major cause of the serious conditlon of non-combatants in North
Koree "1les in the devastation of the transportation systeme largely
inadequete to begin with due to its north-south orientation and its
limited number of border points of entry, the rail system hes been
imnobilized over large segments by UN bombing attecks, natural deteri-
oration, and oIlimatio cdonditions.” The vast bulk of the oarge transported
on avallabls fecilitiss, moreover, consists of essentielly military
supplies. Ammunition, ordnence and rations for the combat troops demend
& far higher priority then relief goods. A significent amount of the
remeining aveilable menpower is believed to be ocoupied, furthermors, in
e human supply capacity or in efforts fo meintain the transportation
system in a semblance of working order.

In striking oontrast to the desverate situation believed to exist

in the rear aress, stated on 8 October that all
indieations pointed %o an "adequate™ food, emmunition, end slothing
supply smong front line units. Ajthis ™ mproved

supply situation" will reduce the incidence of disease emong the troops
below last winter's high levels. )

X oriticael internal problem will be fecing Communist authorities
during the ooming winter months unless some means of allevieting the
immsdiate heeds of the urban and refugee North Koremm population can be
founde With the continued heavy logistioal demands of the Communist field
armies under either offensive or defensive conditions, it is diffioult to
gsee how the Communist authorities will be eble to solve this pressing
probleme
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